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ADVERTISEMENT, 


The  present  Volume  comprises  the  period  between  the  Open- 
ing of  the  First  Session  of  the  Third  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom,   on  the  15th.  of  December,  1806,  and  the  4th  of 
March,  1 807.     In  the  pages  immediately  succeeding  the  Table 
of  Contents,  will  be  found  a  correct  List  of  the  Ministry;  to- 
gether with  a  List  of  the  Mpmbers  returned  for  the  l^ew  Par- 
liament in  December,  |8Q6.    The  Papers  relative  to  the  Nego- 
ciation  with  France  are  given  at  page  92 ;  and  the  Appendix 
contains  the  whole  pf  the  Tables  and  Calculations  relative  to 
the  New  Plan  of  Finapce,  proposed  to  Parliament  in  January 
1807,  by  Lord  Henry  Petty,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
The  Annual  Financial  Accounts,  will  be  given  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  Ninth  Volume, 
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The  Rirht  Hon.  Thomas  Grenville         -        -  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Earl  of^oira       -        -        •        .        .        .  Master-general  of  the  Ordnance. 
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the  Oolonies. 
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Lord  Henry  Petty        .....  Chancellor  and  Under-Treasarer  of  the  Ezchefuer, 

Earl  FlUwiliiam (A  Seat  without  an  Office). 
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The  Right  Hon.  Oeoige  Tiemey    -       •       •       President  of  the  Board  of  Controol  forthe  Affidrs  of 
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Earl  of  Derby       .       .        .        ^        .        •        Chancellbr  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 
I/>rd  Auckland     ......        President  of  the  Board  of  Tradt. 

Right  Hon.  Richard  Fitzpatrick    ...        Secretary  at  War. 

Treasurer  of  the  Nary. 

Joint  Paymaster-general. 
Joint  Paymaster-gsaeraL 


Secretaries  of  the  Treasury. 


Right  Hon.  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan 

Earl  Temple         .... 

Lord  John  Townshend 

Barl  of  Buckinghamshire 

Earl  of  Carysfort  -        . 

R%ht  Hon.  Nicholas  Vansittart    - 

William  Henry  Fremantle,  Esq.    • 

Sir  William  Grant        .....  '  Master  of  the  RoUf. 

Sir  Arthur  Pigott          .        .        -        .        •  Attorney- OeneraL 

Sir  Samuel  Romllly      ......  Solicitor- Gen^raL 

PERSONS  IN  THE  MINISTRY  OF  IRELAND. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford      ••        -        .  Lord  Lieutenant 

Right  Hon.  George  Ponsonby        ...  Lord  High  Chanoellor. 

Right  Hon.  William  Elliott  .        .        .        .,  Chief  Secretary « 

Ri^ht  Hon*  Sir  John  Newpon        *       «       <*  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
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Which  met  on  the  15th  of  December,  1806. 

[those  printed  thus  *  ARE  NEW  MEMBERS.] 


Abbot,right  honourable  Charle*^ 
S))eaker,  Oitford  University, 
Heytetliury 
Abercroniby,  honourable  Geo., 

Clackmanban-sbire .  . 
Aqheyn, lord  viscount,  Armagh 

county  tt     .*    n   '  -I" 

*A'Coi»rt,.,sir  W.  P.  A.  bart. ; 

Heytesbury 
AdaiTi  Kobcurt,  €aineJl9Td 
*Aton,  Wn>M  Kinc9rdiu«»sKire 
Adams,    Charles,    Weymouth, 

and  Melcombe  Regis 
Adams,  William,  Totness 
Addington,    right     honourable 

John  HiIey,«Harvf^ch  -  • 
Althorp,  lord  viscount,  North- 
ampton county .        1    .  '     . 
.  Andrews,  Miles Petrr,  Bewdley 
Anson,  George,  Litchfield 
'^Anstruther,  right  honourable 

sir  John,  bart. ;  Craill,  &c. 
Anionic,  William  Lee,  Bedford  . 

■  borough 
Archdall,  Mervyn,  Fermanagh 
Ashley  ,hon.Cropley,porchester 
♦Atherley,  Arth.,  Southampton 
Aubrey,  sir  John,  bart ;  Alde- 

burgh,  Suffolk 
Babington,  Thomas,  Leicester 

borough  ^ 

Bagenal,    Walter,   Catherlogh 

county 
Bagwell,  William,  Clonmell 
Baillie,  Evan,  Bristol 
Baillie^^Jeorge,  Berwick -shire 
Baker,  John,  Canterbury 
Baker,  Wm.,  Hertford  county 
BampCy  Ide,  sir  Chaiies  W.  bart.; 

Exeter 
Bankes,  Henry,  Corfe  Castle 
Barclay,  George,  Britiport 
Barclay,  sir  Robert, bart. ;  New- 
town, Hants 
Barham,  Joseph  Foster,  Oak- 

bampton,  Stockbridge 
♦Baring,  Alexander,  Taunton 
♦Baring,  Henry,  Bossiney 
♦Banng,T.  ,Cbippinpf  Wycombe 
Barlow,  H. ,  Pembroke  borough 
Barne,  Snowdon,  Dunwich 
♦  Barnett,  James,  Rochester 
♦Barry,  John,  Cavan 
Bastard,  Edmund,  Dartmouth 
Bastard,  John  Po'lexfen,  Devon 
Bathurst,  right  hon.  C,  Bristol 
Beach,  Mich.Hicks,  Cirencester 
.   Beaumont,    Thomas   Richard, 
Northumberland 
*Beckford,  William,  Hindon 
•Bennett,    honourable    Henry 

Grey,,  Shrewsbury 
Benyon,'RU:hard,  WalUngford 


Beresford,  Iprd  George  Thomas,   | 
•Loadofiderry  county  . .  | 

Beresford,  John  Claudius,  Wa- 

.  terford  county 
Berkeley,   honovrable    George 

C,  Gbmcester  county 
^B^cnard,  lord  viset,,  Youghall 
♦Bernard,  Scrope,  St.  Mawes 
Bern«rd,Thoma8,  K  ing'sCounty 
Bertie,  AJbemarle,  Stamford 
♦Bewkke>  Calv.,  WincheUea 
♦Biddtflpli,  Robert  Myddellon, 

Denbigh  borough 
BlackburaevJ.  Lancaster  county 
♦Bfeyney,  lord,  Old  Sarum 
Bligh,  Thomas,  Meath 
Bond,    right    hon.  Nathanael, 

Ci>rfe  Castli{ 
♦Bonbam,  Henry,  Leominster 
Bootle,    Bdward    Wilbraham, 

Newcastle-under-Lynie 
Bourne,  Wm.  Sturges,   Christ- 

dmrch 
♦Bouverie,  hon.  B.,  Downtoa  . 
♦Bouverie,hon.  P.  P.,  Downion 
Bouverie,  honourable  Edward, 

Northampton  borough  . 
Boyle,  lord  visct.,  Cork  county 
♦Boyle,  hon.  C.,  Bandon  Bridge 
Bradshaw,  hon.  A.  C.,  Honiton 
Bradshaw,R.  Haldaue,Brackley 
Bi*andUng»  Charles  John,  New- 

castle-upon  -Tyne 
Brodie,  James,  Elginshire 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.,\VhitQhurch 
Brogdeu,  JaioES,  T«Ui)ceston 
♦  Promley,  Hew,, Worcester  city 
Brooke,  Charles,  Chippenham  • 
♦Brooke,  H.  V.,  Donegal 
Brooke,  lord,  Warwick  borough 
Brf>oke,-Tliomas  Newton,  Lane. 
♦Bi'owne,  Authouv,  Heydon 
Browne,  right  hon.  Denis,  Mayo 
Browne,  Is.Hawk.,  Bridgenorth 
Bruce,  lord,  Marlborongh 
Bruce,  Patrick  Craufurd,  Rye 
Buller,  Edward,  EastLooe 
Buller,  James,  Exeter 
♦Buller,  James,  West  Looe 
Boiler,  John,  East  Looe 
Bullock,  John,  Kssex 
Bunbury,  sir  Thomas  Charles, 

bart. ;  Suffolk 
Borgfiersh,  lord,  Lyme  Regis 
♦Burrell,  sir  CharlesMer.,  bart.; 

New  Shoreham 
Burton,  Francis,  Oxford  city 
Burton,  hon. Franc.  Nath.,Clare 
Butler,  honourable  C.  Hanvard, 

Kilkenny  city 
Butler,  hon.  J.  ,K  ilkenny  county 
Byng,  George,  Middlesex 
Calcraft,  John,  Rochester    ■ 


Calvert,  J.,  Huntingdon  borough 
Calvert,  N.,  Hertford  borough 
♦Callander,    air    John,    liart.  i 

Berwick  upon  Tweed 
♦  Campbell ,  Arch.  I,  ReufVeWt^tc. 
♦Campbell,    George,   Carmar* 

them  borough 
*Ca9)pbell«  H.  F.,  Nairnshire 
Campbell,  lord  J.  Argyll-shire 
Campbell,  John,  loverary,  &c. 
Canning,    right  hon.   Geor|;e, 
.  Ncvttown," Hants, 
Canning,  George,  Sligo  borough 
Carew,  right  hon,R.  Pole,  Fowey 
♦Carew,  RobertSbaptattd,Wex> 

ford  county     » 
Cartwright,    William    Ralph, 

Northampton  county 
Castlerereagh^  .lord    viscount, 

Plympton  Earlc 
Caulfield,  hon.  Henry,  Armagh 

county 
Cavendish,  lord  G.  A.  H.,  Derby 

county 
♦Caveudish,  G.   H.  Compton^ 

Aylesbury 
Cavendish,  Wm.,Derby  borough 
♦Cawthorue,  John  Fenton,  Lan- 
caster borough 
♦Champernowne.  A.,  Saltash 
Chaplin,  C,  Lincoln  county 
Chester,  Chas.,  Castle  Rising 
Chichester,  lord  Spencer,  Car-  • 

rickfergus 
Cholmondeley,  Thomas,  Ches- 
ter count  i' 
Chtmeots,  Henry  John,  Leitrim 
♦Clinton,W.H.,  Borough  bridge^ 
♦Clive,  lord  viscount,  Ludlow 
Glive,  hoir.  Robert,  Ludlow 
Clive,  Wm.,  Bishop's  Castle 
♦Cochrane,  lord,  Honiton 
♦Cocks,  hon.  Edw.  C,  Reigaet 
Codrington,  Chris.  Tewkesbury 
Coke,  Daniel  Parker,  Notting- 
ham town 
Coke,  Edward,  Derby  borougk 
Coke,  Thos.*  William,  Norfolk 
Colborne,  Nicolas  William  Rid- 
ley, Malmesbury 
Colclough,  J.,  Wexford  county 
Cole,  hon.  Qalb.  L.,  Fermanagh 
Combe,  Harvey  Chris.,  Loudon 
Cooke,  Bryan,  Malton 
♦Cooper,  Edw.  S.,  Shgo  county 
Cornewall,  sir  George,  bart.; 

Hereford  county 
Cornwallis,  hon.  William,  Eye 
Corry,  right  honourable  Isaac, 

Newport,  .Hants 
♦Cotes,  John,  Salop 
♦Gotterell,  sir  John  Gcer8,bart.| 
Hereford  county 
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♦Cotton,  Stapleton,  Newatk 
Courtcnay^  John,  Appleby     ' 
Cowper,  lion.  E.  Spentoer,  Hert- 
ford borough 
♦Craaftird,Charle8,Ea8tIlctford 
•Cripps,  Joseph,  Cireace^er 
Curtis,  sir  Wm.,  bart.;  London 
Curwen,^ohn  Chris.,  Carlisle 
Curzon,  hon.  Robert,  Glitherow 
Cast,  hob.  John,  Clitherow 
Dalkeith,,  eari  of,  Marlborough 
Daly,  ri^Bt  hdnourable  Denis 

B.,  Gal  way  county 
Daly,  James,  Galway  t'o^^n 
Danieil,  Ralph  Allen, West  Looe 
Dashwood,-  Sir  -Henry  Watkin, 
•  b^rt;  Woodstock 
Davenport,    Davtes,    Chester 

cooBty 
Daarson,  Richard,  Monaghan . 
^Deniaon,     William     Joseph, 

Kingston-upon-HuU 
Dent,  John,  Lancaster  borough 
♦De  ^onthleu,  John,  Helleston 
Dickinson,   Willtani;  Lostwi- 

thld,  Somerset 
Dillon,  hon.  Henry  Au^.,  Mayo 
♦Disbrowe,  Edward,  Windsor 
♦Doyle,,  sir  John,  bart.  j  New- 
port, Hants.  * 
Drake,  T.  D.TyrwhItt,  Agmon- 

desham 
Drake,  Th.  Tyrw.,  Agmondtfsbam 
Dagdale,  Di^.  Stratford,  Warwick 

county 
Dnigenan,  P.,  Armagh  borough 
Duiidas,  Charles,  Berks. 
Dundas,  honourabieCbarlesLau. , 

RjchtnOnd 
Dundas,  hon.  Lau.,  York  city 
Dun((as,hon.  R,,  Edinburph-shire 
Dundas,    right    hoB.   William, 

Sutheriand-shire 
Ebrington,  lord  visct. ,  Barnstaple 
♦Eden,     hon.    W.    F.  Elliott, 

Woodstock 
♦Edmonstone,  Charles,  Dum- 
barton, shire 
Eliot,  hon.  William,  Liskeard 
♦Elliott,    honourable    Gilbert, 

M.  K.,  Ashburton 
Elliott, right  honoiirabieWilliaih, 

Peterborough 
Ellison,  Richard,  Lincoln  city 
Er8kine,right  honourableHenry, 

Lo'chmaben,  '&c. 
Estcourt,  T.  Grimstdn,  Devizes 
Euiiton,    earl    of,     Cambridge 

L^niversity 
Everett,  Tbo^nas,  Ludgershall 
lyre*  Anthony  Hardolph,  Not- 
tingham county 
Yalkinef,  F.  J.,  Dublin  cOtt'nty 
Fane,  Francis,  Dorchester 
Fane,.  Henry,  Lyme  Regis 
Fane,  John,  Oxford  county 
♦Fawcett,  Henry,  G^rampound 
♦Fawkes,  Walter,  York  county 
Feltowes,hon.  Newton,  Andover 
Fellowcs,  Robert,  l^orwich 
Fellowes,  WilUnm  Henry,  Hun- 
tingdon borough 
Ferguson,  James,  Aberdeenshire 
^Ferguson,  Robert,  Filb-shire 


*Fergusdn,    Ronald  Crauford', 

Burntisland,  &c. 
Fetherstone,sir  T.bai-t.;  Longfofd 
Finch,  honourable  Edward,Cattn- 
■  bridge  town 

Fitzgerald,  right  hon.  J«s. ,  Ennis 
Fitzgerald;  right  hon.  M.,  Kerry 
Fitzgerald,  lord  Rt.  S.,  Kildtfre, ' 

Traleo 
Flt:d)krri&;  lord  viscount,-  Hor- 
sham, [dble  ret.] 
FitKhugh,  William,  Tiverton 
Fitzpatrick,    right   hononirable 

Richard,  Tavistock 
Fiteroy,  lord  Charles,  Buty  St.- 

Edmnnds 
*Filzroy,lordWimam,Thctford 
Flieeming,  hon.C,  Stirling-shire 
Foley,  hon.  Andrew,  Droitwich 
Foley,  Thomas,  Droitwich 
Foljambe  ,F.Fer.  HighamFerrers 
FoIkes,sir  Martin  Brow ne,bart; 

King's  Lynn 
Folkestone,  lord  viscount.  New 

Sarum 
•Forbes,  lord  visct.,  Longford 
Forester,  Cecil,  Wenlocfc 
Foster,  right  hon.  John,  Lottth 
Frailcis,  sir  Philip,  Appleby 
FrankliandjWm.,  QueCnborough 
Eraser,  Alex.  M.,  Ro^s-^ire 
FrederickjSir  John,bart.;  Surrey 
♦Fremantle,  T.  F.,  Sandwich 
Fremantle,  W.  H.,  Harwich 
French,  Arthur,  Roj^common 
FuIWr,  John,  Sussex 
Fydell,  Thomas,  Boston 
♦Fynes,   Henry,    Aldborough, 

Yorkshire 
Gamon,  sirR.,  bart.;  Winchester 
Garland,  George,  Poole 
Garlics,  lord  visct.,  Haslemere 
Garrow,  William,  Callington 
Gascoyne,  ^saac,  Liverpool 
*  Gaskell,  Benjamin,  Maiden 
♦Giddy,  Davies,  Bodmyn 
Giles,  Daniel,  East  Grinsted    . 
♦Goddard,  Thomas,  Cricklade 
Godfrey,Thomas,  Hythe 
Gooch,  Thos.  Sherlock,  Suffolk 
♦Gore,  William,  Leitrim 
GOwer,  Edw.  Leveson,  Truro 
Gower,    lord   Grau.    Leveson, 

Stafford  county 
Graham,  sir  James,bart.;  Ripon 
Graham,  James',  Cockermouth 
Graham,  Thomas,  Perthshire 
Grant,  Charles,  Tnvemess-shire 
GrantjFrancisWm.,  Forrrs,  &c. 
Gi"ant,    right    honourable    sir 

William,  Bamff-shire 
Grattan,  rt.  hon.  H., Dublin  city 
»Gr^nhiU,  Robert,  Thirsk  " 
Grenfell,  Pascoe,  Great  Marlow 
Grenville,  right  hbn.  Thomas, 

Buckingham'  borough 
Grimston,hon.  J.  W.,  St.  Albania 
Grosvcnor,  Richard  Earle  Drax, 

Chester  city 
Grdsvenor,Thonias,Chestercity 
♦Hall,  Benjamin,  Totness 
Hamilton,  lord  A.,  Lanerkshire 
Hamiiton,sirH.D.bart;  Airshire 
Hamilton,  Hans,  Dublin  county 


Hammet,  John,  Tattntoa 
♦Harbord,  honourable  j£d«rM^ 

Yarmouth,  Norfolk 
Harvey,  Eliab,  Esse^t 
Hawkin8,sirChristopher,GnBk- 
pound,  Penryn,  and  J^itcbell 
♦Hawkins,  Hen.,  BoroUghbridgk 
*Headley,  lord>  Ripon 
Heathcote,  sir  Gilbert,  ftttt.; 

Lincoln  county 
Henderson,  Anthony,  BraEcklc^ 
♦Henderson,    sir  John,  bart«{ 

Cnlrossy  &c. 
jflenniker,  lord,  Rutland 
Herbert^  hoo.  Charles,  Wilton 
♦Herbert,  Henry  Aitfanr,  Kerry 
♦H«rb*rt,  hon,  Wm.,  Hants 
♦Heron,  Peter,  Newton,  Lnae, 
♦  Hi  bbert,  George,  Sealbrd 
Hill,sir  George  Fitzger9ld,b«rt.s 
Londonderry  city,  Col^lutne 
Hill,  hon.  Wm.,  Shrewsbtory 
Hinchiugbrook,  lord   TisKxmdt, 

Huntingdon  county  > 
Hippi8ley,sir  J.Cbart.;  Stodbary 
Hobhonse,  Benjamin,  Hindon 
Hodson,  John,  Wigan 
Holdsworth,  A.  H.,  Dartniouth 
Uon3rman,    Robert,    shirei    of 

Orkney  and  Zetland 
•Hony  wood,  William,  Kent 
♦Hood,  sir  Samuel,  Westminster 
Hope,  hon.  A.,  Linlithgowshire 
Hope,  hon.  C,  Haddingtonshire 
Hope,  W.  J.,  Dumfries-shiie 
♦Hornep,  Francis,  St.  Ives 
HoiTOcks,  Samiiel,  Preston 
Howard,  Henry,  Gloucester  city 
♦Howard,  hon,  Wm.,  Morpeth 
Howick,lordvisconnt,Northum-  ' 

berland 
♦Howorth,  Humphrey,  Eveshani 
♦Hughan,Thomas,  East  Retford 
Hughes,  Wna.  L.,  Wallingford 
Hirnie,  Wm.  Hoare,  Wicklow 
Hunting6eld,  lord,  Dunwich 
♦Huntley,  Marquis  of.  Eye 
Hurst,  Robert,  'Steyning 
Huskiison,  Wm.,  Liskeani 
Hussey,  Wm.,  New  Sarum 
Hutchinson  ,hon  .C.  H .  ,Cork  city 
♦Irving,  John,  Bramber 
♦Jackson,  John,  Dover 
♦Jacob,  William,  Westbury 
JeffeVy,  John,  Poole    ^ 
Jekyll,  Joseph,  Caliie 
♦Jenkinson,  Charles,  Dover 
Jephson,  Denham,  Mallow 
Jervoise,  J.C.,Yarmonth,Hant8 
♦Jocelyn,  lord  viscount,  Louth 
Jodreil,  Henry,  Bramber 
Johnes,  Thos. ,  Caidigan  county 
Johnstone,  George,  HeydDn 
JoUifle,  Hylton,  Petersfleld 
♦Jones,    Gilbert,  Aldborough, 

Yorkshire 
•Jonc8,L.  P.,Horsham  [dble  ret.] 
Keck,  G .  A .  L. ,  Leicevter  county 
Keene,W.,Montgomery  borough 
♦Kemp,  Thomas,  Lewes 
♦Keiirick,  William,  Blechingly 
Kensihgton,k>rd, Haverfordwest 
King,  sir  John  Dashwood,  bart,; ' 
Chipping- Wyccmbc 
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Kingston,  John,  Lymmj^oa 
^KMtcblwll,  sir  Edward,  bart; 

Kent 
*Knigbt,Robert,Wotton  Basset 
Knoz,  honourable  George,  Dub- 
lin Universtty.  Dungannon 
*Kdox»  hon.  Tluimas,  Tyrone 
Ladbroke.  Robert,  Malmesbury 
Xamb,  boo.  Wm.»  Lauder,  &c. 
lambton,  R.  J.,  Durham  city 
Xangfton,  John,  Bridgwater 
ZjasceUet,  hon.B.  .Northallerton 
Ii«toache,D.,Catherlogh  county 
LatOQche^  Robert,  Kildare 
lanrence.  P.,  Peterborongh 
Leach,  John,  Seaibrd 
lefevre,  Charles  Shaw,  Reading 
.*Leigh,  Charles,  New  Ross 
Leigh,  Jas.  Hen.,  Great  Bedwin 
Leigh,  Robert  Holt,  Wigan 
Leland,  John,  Stamford 
Lemon,  John,  Tmro 
Lemon,  sir  Wm. hart.;  Cornwall 
Xennoz,  Charles,  Sussex 
Ledie,  Ch.  Powell,  Monaghan 
•Lethbridge,  sir  John,  bart. ; 

Minehead 
Lethbridge,T.BuckIer,Somer8et 
Leycetter,.Hugh,  MilbomePoit 
«LiddeU,  sir  Thomas  H.,  bart.; 

Durham  county 
«Lismore,.lonl,  Lostwithiel 
Littleton,  sir  Edward,  bart.; 

Staffoixl  county 
^JLloyd,    sir    Edward    Pryce, 

bart.$  Flint  borough 
*Lk>vd,Janies  Martin,  Sterning 
♦Lockhart.W.  E.,Sclkirkl«hire 
T/>ftos,  Wm.,  Tamworth 
Long,  right  hon.  C,  Haslemere 
•Long,  Richard,  Wilts 
Longfi«ld,Moantirort,  Cork  city 
*  Longman,  George,- Maidstone 
Lovaine,  lord,  Beeralston 
Loveden,  Edw.  L.,  Shaftesbury 
Lowtber,  James,  Westmorland 
Lo^vther,    John,   Cumberland, 

Cockermoath 
Lubbock,  sir  John,  bart ;  Leo> 

minster 
Lttshington.  sir  Stephen,  bart.; 

Plympton  Earle 
*X^8hington,    Stephen,    Yar- 
mouth, Norfolk 
Lygon,hon.  Wm.  B.  ,Worccster 

county 
♦Lyttlcton,  hon.  Wm.  Henry, 

Worcester  county 
Macdonald,  James,  Newcastle- 

under*Lyme 
Macdowall.  Wm.,  Renfrewshire 
♦Mackeniie,  hon.   J.  S.    W., 

Buie*shire 
^Mackenzie,    John     Randoll, 

Wick,  Ibd. 
M'Mahon,  John,  Aldeburgh, 

Suffolk 
Macnaghten,  Edm.  A.,^  Antrim 
Madoeks,  Wm.  Alex.,  Boston 
Kagent,  Mag.  D„  LudgershaU 
*Mahon,  lord  visct.,  Wendover 
*Mahon,  hon.  S.,  Roscommon 
MaiOtwl,  John,  Chippenham 
*Mnitla«lUtoldviHt.,Cai&eUbfd 


Mann,  sir  Horace,  bart. ;  Sand- 
wich 
Manners,    lord  Charles  Som., 

Cambridge  county 
Manners,   lord    Robert,    Lei- 
cester county 
Manners,    Robert,  Cambridge 

town 
*  Manners,  Russell,  Grantham 
'Manners,  sir  William,  bart.; 

Ivelchester 
Manning,  William,  Evesham 
Markham,  John,  Portsmouth 
Markham,  Osborne,  Calne 
Marsham,  lordvisct.,  Hythe 
Martin,  Henry,  Kinsale 
Martin,  James,- Tewke^ury 
Martin,  Rich.,Galway  county 
*Mathew,  honourable  Montagu, 

Tippcrary 
Maule,  hon.  Wm.,  For£srshire 
Maxwell,  W..  Wigtown-shire 
May,  Edward,  Belfast 
Meade,  hon.  John,  Down 
Mellish,  William,  Middlesex 
Metcalfe,sirThomasTheophilus, 

bart,;  Abingdon 
*Metge,  John,  Dundalk 
Middleton,sirW.bart.;Hastings 
Milbanke,sir  Ralph,  bart.;  Dur- 
ham county 
Mildmay,  sir  H.  P.  St.  John, 

bart.;  Winchester 
Milford,  lo:-d,  Pembroke  county 
'Miller,    sir    Thomas,    barL; 

Portsmouth     • 
Mills,  Chas.,  Warwick  borough 
Mills,  William,  Coventry 
Milner,  Sir  William,  Mordaunt, 

bart.;  York  city 
«Milnes,    Robert  Pemberton, 

Pontefract 
'Milton,  lord  viscount,  Malton 
*Ming:ay,  James,  Thetford 
Monckton,  honourable  Edward, 

Stafford  borough 
*MonKon,  honourable  William, 

Lincoln  city 
*  Montagu,  Mat.,  St.  Germans 
Montgomery,  sir  James,  bart ; 

Peebles-shire 
♦Moore,  lord  Henry,  Orford 
Moore,  Peter,  Coventry 
Mordaunt,    Charles,  Warwick 

county 
Morgan,    Charles,  Monmouth 

oounty 
Morpeth,  lord  viscount,  Cum- 
berland 
Morris,  Edw.  Newport,Cornwall 
Morris,  Robert,  Olouoester  city 
Mostyn,    sir    Thomas,    hart.; 

Flint  county 
*Mu2ley,sir08well,bart.;  Port- 

arlington 
Muncaster,  lor^,  Westmorland 
Mundy,  E.  M.,  Derby  county 
♦Murray,  sir   Patrick,  bart; 

Edinburgh  city 
♦Neale,  sir  Harry,  bart;  Ly- 

mington 
♦Needham,  bon,  Fi^n.,  Newry 
Nepean,  right  honourable  air 
^van,  bart»;  Bridport 


Newark,    lord  risooant,  Not« 

tingham  county 
Newborough,  lord,  Beaumaris 
Newport,  right  hon.  sir  J.,  bart.; 

St  Mawes,  Waterford  city 
NichoU,  sir  John,  Hastings 
Noel,  Gerard  Noel,  Rutland  • 
Northey,W4Newport,ComwaU 
♦Nugent,  sir  Geo.,  Aylesbury 
O'Brien,  sir  Edw.,  bart;  Clare 
♦O'Callaghan,  James,  Tregdny 
>  Odell,  Wm^,  Limerick  county 
♦Ogle,  Henry  Meade,  Drogheda 
0*Hara,  Ch^es,  Sligo  county- 
O'Neill,  hon.  John,  Antrim 
♦Onstow,   hon.    T.    Craoley, 

Guildford 
Ord,  William,  Morneth 
Osborn,  John,  Bedford  county 
Ossulston,  lond,  Knaresborougk 
♦Paget,  lord,  Milbbrne  Port 
Paget,  right  hon.  sir  Arthur* 

Anglesey 
Paget,  hon.  Charles,  Carnarvon 

borough 
Palk,  sir  Laurence,bart.;Devoni 
Palk,  Walter,  Ashburton 
Palmer,  John,  Bath. 
♦Pabnerston,     lord    viscount* 

Horsham  [dble  ret.] 
Parneli,  Henry,Queen's  County 
Partons,right  hon.  sir  Laurence* 

bart.;  King's  County 
Patteson,  John,^ Norwich 
Paxbon,  sir  William,  Carmar* 

then  county 
Peele,  sir  Robert,  bart.;  Tam- 
worth 
Peirse,  Henry,  Northallerton 
Pelbam,  hon.  Charles  Andrew, 

Great  Grimsby 
♦Pelham,hon.  George  Andrew, 

Great  Grimsby 
Perceval,  honourable  Spencer, 

Northampton  borough 
Percy,  earl,  Launceston 
♦Percy,  hon.  J.,  Beeralston 
♦Perring,  John,  New  Romney 
Petty,  lord  Henry,  Cambridge 

University 
♦Philipps,R.M.,StaffordborouglL 
Phipps,hon.  Edm., Scarborough 
Piggott,  sir  Arthur,  Arundel 
Pitt,  Wm.  Morton,  Dorset 
Piumer,  Wm.,  Hertford  county 
♦Plummer,  Thonnas  William* 

Yarmouth,  Hants 
Pole,  sir  Charles  Morice,  bart; 

Plymouth 
Pole,bon.W.W.,Qneen'sCounty 
♦Ponsonby,    hon.    Frederick, 

Kilkenny  county 
Ponsonby,  honourable  George* 

Cork  county 
♦Popham,  sir  H.,  Shaftesbury 
Porcher,  J.  D.,  Blechingly 
Porchester,  lord,  Cricklade 
Porter,  George,  Stbckbridge 
Portman,  Edw.  Berk.,  Dorset 
♦Poulett,  hon.  V.,  Bridgwater 
Powell,  John  Kynastoa,  Salop 
♦Power,  R.,  Waterford  county 
Poyntz,  W.  S.,  St  Albana 
Praody  WiUiam,  Banbury 
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Vrice,  sir  CharleSy  bart.;  London 
Price,  Richard,  New  Radnor 
Primrose,  lord  visct.,  Cashell 
•Prittie,  hon.  F.  A.,  Tipperary 
Ptoby,  lord  viscount,  Honting- 
doa  county 
r     Patteney,  sir  J.,  bart;  Wey- 
moQth  and  Melcombe  Regis 
Pym,  Francis,  Bedford  county 
PytcheSy  John,  Sudbury 
*Qutn,hon.  W.  jLimerickcounty 
Raine,  Jonathan,  Wareham 
*Rainsay,     honourable    John, 

Aberbrothock,  &c. 
^Ramsbottom,  Ric,  Windsor 
^Rancliffe,  lord,  Minebead 
Rt<iley,sirMatthewWhite,bart.; 

Newcaatle  -upoa-Tyne 
Robarts,  Abr.,  Worcester  city 
'Robinson,  bon.  Fredericki  Ca- 

therlogh  borough 
Robinson,  John,  Bishops  Castle 
Robsooy  R.  B.,  Oakhampton 
Rochfort,  6ttstavus,Westmeath 
I      Roiiii]|y,sir  Sam.  ,Queenborough 
*Roscoe,  William,  Liverpool 
Rose,right  hon.  0.,Christchurch 
Rose,  Geo.  Hen.,  Southampton 
Ross,  sir  C,  hart.;  Lanark,  &c. 
«RoystOD,  lord  visct.;  Reigate 
Russell,  Matthew,  Saltash 
Russell,  lord  William,  Surrey 
Rutherfurd,  J.,  Roxburgh-shire 
^Ruthven,  E.  S.,  Downpatrick 
Ryder,  hon.  Richard,  Tiverton 
Salusbury,  sir    Robert,  bart.^ 

Brecon  borough      • 
Savage,  Francis,  Down 
'Saxon,  Nathanael,Iyelchester 
Scott,  right  hon.  sir  William, 

Oxford  University 
Scndamore,  R.  P.,  Hereford  city 
Sejrmoor,  lord  Robert,  Orford 
Shakespeare,  Arthur,  Richmond 
'Sharp,  Richard,  CastJe  Rising 
'Shaw,  James,  London 
Shaw,  Robert,  Dublin  city 
Sheldon,  Ralph,  Wilton 
Shelley,  Henry,  Lewes 
Shelley,  Tim.,  New  Shoreham 
Sheridan,  right  hon.  Richanl 

Brinsley,  Westminster 
'Simeon,  John,  Residing 
'Simmons,  James,  Canterbury 
Simpson,  hon.  John,  Wenlock 
'Simson,  George,  Maidstone 
'Skene,  George,  Kintore,  &c. 
Smith*  Geurge,  Wendover 
Smith,  John,  Nottingham  town. 

Midhurst 
Smith,  Joshua,  Devizes 
Smith,  Sam. ,  Leicester  horoDgh 
Smith,  Thos.  A.,  And6ver 
Smyth,  right  hon.  J.,  Pontefiract 
Smyth,  William,  Westmeath 
Sneydf  N.,  Cavan.  Enniskillen 


Somerset,  lord  A.  J.  H.,  Mon- 
mouth county 
Somerset,  lord  Charles  Henry, 

Monmouth  borough 
Somerset,  lord  R.  £.  H.,  Glou- 
cester county 
Somerville,  sir  M.,  bart ;  Meath 
Spencer,  lord  Franci&Almarick, 

Oxford  county 
Spencer,  lord  Robert,  Tavistock 
Stanhope,  Walter  S.,  Carlisle 
Staniforth,John,&ingston-npon-> 

Hull 
Stanley,  Loi^,  Preston 
Stanley , Thos.  Lancaster  county 
Steele,  Robert,  Weobly 
Steele,  right  hon.T.,  Chichester 
'Stephens,  Samuel,  St.  Ives 
Steward,Gabnel  Tucker,Weym 

and  Melcombe  Regis 
Steward,RichaniTuckei^Weym 

and  Melcombe  Regis 
Stewart,  hon.  Charles  William, 

Londonderry  county 
'Stewart,  hon. Edward  Richard, 

Wigtown,  &c. 
Stewart,  sir  J.,  bart.;  Donegal 
Stewart,  James,  Tyrone 
Stewart,  hon.  Mo.  Gr.J.,  Stew- 

artry  of  Kircudbright 
Stopford,  lord  viscount,  Great 

Bedwia 
'Stopford,  hon.  Robert,  Ipswich 
Strachey,siT  Henry,  bart;  £ast 

Grinsted 
Strahan,  Andrew,  Wareham 
Strutt,  Joseph  Holden,  Maiden 
Stuart,  lord  William,  Cardiff 
«Sumner,  G.  H.,  Guildford 
'Sutton,  C.  M.,  Scarborough 
'Swann,  Henry,  Penryn 
Symonds,  T.  P.,  Hereford  city 
Taylor,  Charles  William,  Wells 
'Taylor,  Michael  Angelo,  Rye 
'Taylor,  William,  Barnstaple 
Temple,  earl,  Bucks. 
Templetown,  lord,  visct ^  Bury 

St  Edmunds 
•Thistlethwayte,Thos.,  Hants. 
Thomas,  George,  Chichester 
lliornton,  Henry,  Southwark 
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^  jesty  King  GEORGE  the  Third.  [Sess.  1806/7. 


HOUiSE  OF  LORDS.  , 

f^  Monday,  Dccerhher  \5,  1806. 
X  HIS  being  the  day  appointed  for  the 
meeting  Of  the  New  Parliament,  the  lord 
chancellor  came  to  the  hoose  aboat  two 
o'clock,  and  atquai.nted  the  house,  that 
his  majesty,  not  thinking  fit  to  be  perso- 
nally present  this  day,  had  been  pleased  to 
cause  a  commission  to  be  issued  under  the 
^reat  seal,  in  order  to  the  opening  and 
holding  of  the  parliafment. — Then  four  of 
the  lords  commissioners,  viz.  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  tbe  lord  chancellor, 
tbe  earl  of  Aylesford,  and  lord  Walsing- 
ham,  being  seated  on  a  form  placed  be- 
tween the  throne  and. the  woolsack;  the 
lord  chancellor  commanded  the  gentleman 
asher  of  the  black  rod  to  let  the  commons 
know,  that  the  lords  commissioners  desired 
their  immediate  attendance  in  that  house 
to  hear  the  commission  read.  In  a^  few 
minutes  the  commons  appeared  at  the  bar 
in  great  number,  preceded  by  the  black  rod, 
and  by  the  senior,  and  other  clerks  of  the 
house.  The  lord  chancellor  then  said, — 
**  My  lords,  and  gentlemen  of  the  house 
of  commons  ;  His  majesty  not  thinking  fit 
to  be  present  here  this  day,  in  his  royal 
person,  has  been  pleased,  in  order  to  the 
opening  and  holding  of  this  parliament,  to 
cause  letters  patent  to  be  passed  under  his 
great  seal,  constituting  us  and  several  other 
lords^  therein  named,  his  commissioners, 
to  do  all  things  in  his  majesty  [s  name,  on 
his  part  necessary  to  be  performed  in  this 
parliament :  this  will  now  fully  appear  by 
the  ietfers  patent  tb^tnselves  which  will 
jiow  be  raad/'— Then  the  letters 'patent 
iFere  read  by  the  clerk ;  after  which,  the 
Wou  VIII. 


lord  chancellor  said :— *'  My  lords,  and 
gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons;  .We 
have  it  in  command  from  his  majesty  to  let 
you  know,  that,  as  soon  as  the  members  of 
both  houses  shall  be  sworn,  the  causes  of 
his  majesty's  calling  this.parliament  will  be 
declared  to  you ;  and,  H  being  necessary 
that  a  speaker  of  the  hoilseof  coramoss 
should  be  first  chosen,  it  is  his  majesty^a 
pleasure  ^hat  you,  gentlemen  of  the  house 
of  commons,  do  repair  to  the  place  where 
yon  are  to  sit,  and  there  proceed  to  tbe 
choice  of  some  proper  person  to  be  yeor  . 
speaker;  and  that  you  present  hercMch  per- 
son whom  you  shall  so  choose,  lo- morrow 
at  twelve  o'clock,  for  his  majesty's  royal 
approbation/' — Thecommonsimfn^diately 
withdrew,  and  the  lords  commissioners 
retired  to  unrobe.  As  soon  as  prayers 
were  orer,  the  lord  chancellor  was  firet 
sworn  singly;  and  afterwards  all  tbe  peevs 
present  took  tbe  usual  oaths  and  theil^  eeats. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday i  December  16. 

[CHOrcE  OP  A  Speaker.]  The  near 
parliament  met  this  day,  pursuant  to  his 
majesty's  proclamation.  At  12  -o'deck 
the  earl  of  Aylesbury  (lord  steward  of  his 
majesty's  housc^hold)  came  'down,  and, 
assisted  by  Mr.  Ley,  the  principal  clerk, 
and  the  other  clerks  of  the  house  of  corn- 
metis,  proceeded  to  administer,  in  one  Qf 
the  antichambers,  4he  usual  oaths  4o  such 
members'of  the  commons  as  were  attending 
to  be  sworn.  After  taking  the  oaths,  the 
several  members  repaired  to  their  seats  m 
the  house  of  commons, 'to  wait  the  ^sum- 
mons of  the  lords  commissioners,  to  attend 
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at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  peers,  to  hear 
the  commission  read.  Aboat  a  quarter 
past  two,  a  message  by  Mr.  Quarme,  deputy 
usher  of  the  black  ^rod,  annouoGed,  that  the 
lords  commissioners,  by  jirtue  of  hi»  ma- 
jesty's commission,  desired  the  immediate 
attendance  of^that  bouse  in  the  house  of 
peers^  to  hear  the  commission  read.  In 
^consequence,  a  great  number  of  members 
attended  Mr.  Ley,  the  chief  clerk,  accord- 
ing to  the .  usual  practice,  to  the  upper 
house,  where,  after  the  commission  was 
read  in  form,  the  lord  chancellor,  as  one  of 
the  commissioners,  acquainted  both  houses 
that  his  majesty  would  defer  declaring  the 
cause  of  calling  this  present  parliament, 
until  the  members  of  both  housed  should 
^be  sworn,  and  the  members  of  the  bouse  of 
commons  should  have  chosen  a  Speaker, 
jiis. lordship  accordingly  acquainted  the 
gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons,  that 
it  was  his  majesty's  pleasure  tliat  they 
ehould  retire  to  the  place  where  they 
usually  sat,  and  ehoose  a  proper  person  to 
be  their  speaker,  and  that  they  should  pre- 
sent the  person  so  chosen,  at  12  o'clock  to- 
morrow for  his  majesty's  royal  approbation. 
The  members  then  returned  to  their  own 
house,  where,  as  soon  as  they  had  taken 
.  their  seats, 

Mr.  Bragge  Bathutst  rose  and  addressed 
-Mr.  Ley,  the  senior  clerk,  as  follows : — 
I  rise,  sir,  to  call  upon  the  house  to  exer- 
cise one  of  .their  most  ancient,  most  un- 
doubted, and,  in  many  respects,  most  im- 
'  portant  privileges,  and  without  which  our 
functions  would  be  interrupted,  and  our  de» 
liberations  embarrassed.  The  nature  of 
those  functions  and  those  deliberations 
> suggests  the  necessiey  of  selecting  some 
person  from  among  otnrselves,  properly 
qualified  to  be  the  voice  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people,  both  in  their  inter- 
course with  the  otner  house  of  parliament, 
and  in  the  exercise  of  their  collective  au« 
thority  over  individuals ;  a  person  whose 
peculiar  duty  it  will  be  to  watch  over 
their  invaluable  privileges,  to  alarm  the 
jealousy  of  the  house  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  other  orders  of  the  state,  and 
who,  by  his  authority,  wisdom,  and  expe- 
rience, will' contribute  to  maintain  consist- 
ency, order,  and  regularity  in  their  own 
moceedings.  The  great  increase  of  par- 
Jiamentary  business,  both  of  a  public  and 

{>rivete  nature,  occupying,  as  it  does,  so 
arge  a  portion  of  the  year ;  the  constant 
and  numerous  attendance  of  the  members 
••f  the  houaaon  all  important  questions. 


uniexampled  in  modern  times  at  least ;  the 
habit  of  jmimated,  protracted,  and  frequent 
debate,  have  all  tended  to  render  the  disi- 
charge  of  the  greater  part  of  the  duties 
imposed  on  the  person  selected  to  fill  the 
.chair  as  arduous  to  himself  as  they  are  J91- 
portant  to  the  public.  The  just  application 
of  the  various  precedents  standing  upon  the 
recorded  authority  of  our  proceedings,  as 
well  as  of  the  no  less  established,  though 
unwritten  forms  4md    regulations,  which 
constitute  the  law  of  parliamentary  usage, 
is  a  task  difficult  in  itself,  and  of  the  last 
consequence  to  the  house  to  have  it  well 
executed.     With  respect  to  the  former, 
the  right  hon.  gent,  whose  name  I  shall 
presently  mention,  has  been  the  first  to 
support  them.     I  could  allude  to  many  il- 
lustrious instances,  when  high  and  distin- 
guished characters,un happily  now  no  mpre^ 
have  shewn  that  those  written  records,  and 
parliamentary  usages,  are  the  best  bulwarks 
of  our  rights,  and  constitute  thai  impartial 
law,  which,  like  the  forms  of  the  consti- 
tution itself,  conciliates  liberty  with  order, 
and,  from  an  apparent  discordancy  of  parts» 
produces  an  harmony  of  the  whole.  '  The 
talents  requisite  for  a  due  discharge  of  the 
arduous  duties  of  a  speaker  of  the  house  of 
commons  are  not  of  an  ordinary  descrip^ 
tion.     It  is  necessary  that  he  who  is  in- 
vested with  that  high  office,  should  possess 
an  impartiality  that  secures  confidence,  a 
dignity  that  commands  respect,  and  a  tem- 
per and  affability  that  disarm  contention. 
These  quaIitie5are,however,only  the  conco- 
mitant of  others  equally  important;  a  sound 
judgment,  a  cultivated  understanding,  a 
knowledge  not  merely  of  parliamentary 
forms,  but  of  mankind  and  the  world,  are  in- 
dispensable to  theconstirution  of  the  autho- 
rity of  the  speaker  of  this  house.  To  a  person 
possessed  of  these  qualifications  the  house 
cannot  but  be  disposed  to  entrust  the  full 
exercise  of  their  power,  because  they  must 
be  assured  that  they  will  be  exerted  for  the 
general  good.    The  object  of  their  choice 
will  derive  from  that  power  the  means  of 
relaxing,  where  occasion  demands,  the  se- 
verity and  strictness  of  their  rules  and  or- 
ders.*—Having  thus,  sir,  described,  how- 
ever imperfectly,  some  of  the  requisites  of 
the  speaker  of  this  house,  1  am  aware  of 
some  others  which  ought  to  be  possessed 
by  the  person  who  should  fill  that  chair, 
and  I  should  scarcely  venture  to  propose 
any  gentleman  to  a  situation  which  requires 
so  many  qualities  to  fulfil  it,  on  any  im- 
pressions, or  on  any'judgment  of  my  own; 
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butlam  confideot  tbe  bouse  will  go  before 
me  on  this  occasiop*     [Hear!  hear!]    It 
will  be  disposed  to  select  for  the  chair  a 
person  rather  ffom  experience  of  the  past^ 
than  from  the  recomqaeodadon  of  ainy  in- 
dividual.   If^  sir^  the  sight  of  that  chair 
remiuds  me  of  the  duties  attached  to,  and 
the  requisites  to  fill  it,  I  am  persuaded  it 
vfill  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  house 
the  manner  in  which,  it  has  been  filled* 
The  difficulty  under  which  I  labour,  conr 
sists  not  in  the  apprehension  of  what  will 
be  the  collected  sense  of  the  house.     In 
detalliog  the  duties  of  a  Speaker,  and  in 
proposing  Mr*  Abbot  as  .a  fit  person  to 
iM  them--[a  general  cry  of  hej^r!  hear!] 
the  difficulty  I  feel,  consists  not  in  my  api- 
pTehepsions  of  an  uniformity  of  opinion, 
but  in  the  recollection  of  \he  very  superior 
nianDer  in  which  that  right  hon.  gent«  i^ras 
proposed  ^d   supported  in  a  former  inr 
stance,  by  ;a  learned  gent,  (sir  William 
Scott)  whom  I  ^do  not  now  see  in  his  place. 
But,  I  console  myself  with  the  reflection, 
that  the  experience  of  Mr.  Abbot's  public 
character,  and  tlie  general  extension  of  that 
visdom  and    knowledge  he  has  evinced 
from  his  firsi  taking  bis  seat,  make  it  less 
difficult  for  the  house  to  dispense  with  abi- 
lity on  the  part  of  the  person  who  again 
proposes  him.     I  am  the  less  anxious  con- 
cerning my  own  deficiency,  in  the  manner 
i  have  stated  the  duties  of  the  situation  of 
speaker,  because  I  am  convinced  the  house 
\^ill  refer  to  the  high  character  of  the  gen- 
tleman I  have  proposed,  and  give  me  credit 
lor  having  passed  by  many  topics  of  cu}o- 
gium  to  which  he  has  a  just  rlaim^     J  am 
ijotonly  conscious  that  the  jconduct  of  the 
fight  hon.  gent,  I  have  n^med,  justifies  a 
niuch  higher  panegyric  than  1  have  passed 
"ponhim;  but  I  am  free  to  declare,  that 
^'Ir.  Abbot  has  exhibited  a  more  perfect 
model  of  the  office  itself,  than  ever  I  had 
JtJrined  an  idea  of  in  the  abstract.     There 
are  other  iopics  of  praise  to  which  he  is 
equally  entitled.     In  speaking  of  the  ge- 
I  erul  duties  of  the  office,  I  have  passed  over, 
^\ith  reference  to  Mr.  Abbot,  the  facility 
fi  private  intercourse  with,  and  access  to 
him  on  matters  of  business ;  I  have  omitted 
to  notice  his  dignified  hospitality,  which 
^'ouforms  so  well  to  the  wise  munificence 
<)f  parliament.     These  are  qualities  which 
have  been  well  known,  and  often  expe- 
rieuced  by  thofee  preseuat,  who  were  mem- 
bers of  the  late  parliament.     But  I  might 
also  have   adverted  to   that  indefatigable 
industry,  with  which  he  has  applied  him- 


self to  public  bonness  in  geneni,  aod  par* 
ticularly  to  that  enquiry  into  the  state  of  the. 
Public  Recorfk  of  this  boose,  vbicb  was 
instituted  on  bis  own  soggestioo.  lltroii^ 
this  enquiry,  the  public  will  have  the  benefit  > 
of  those  stores  of  ancient  wisdom,  wbicb 
were  hitherto  confined  to  private  and  indi* 
vidual  research.  The  same  comprehensive- 
mind,  and  the  same  application  of  g^reat 
talents,  are  ^  peculiarly  required  for  the 
higher  duties  he  has  tp  disclmrge,  and  the 
success  and  ability  by  him  displayed  upon 
the  subject  to  whicii  |  have  alluded,  is  a 
pledge  of  what  may  be  expected  from  him 
on  every  occasion  which  relates  to  the  pro*. 
ceedings  of  this  house,  and  the  general  ad- 
vantage of  the  public. ,  It  is  upon  these 
considerations,  as  well  as  upon  many  others,  • 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  move,  **'  lliat  the  rigjht 
hon.  Charies  Abbot  do  take  tbe  chair  of 
this  house  as  speaker.^     [Hear,  bear  1] 

Mr.  Wilberforce  said,  Uiat  in  seconding 
the  proposition  of  his  right  boo.  friend,  he 
felt  the  embarrassment  of  tbe  situatioo  in 
which  he  placed  himself,  by  venturing  to 
prescribe  to  the  house,  in  the  most  remote 
degree,  any  course  that  it  was  to  adopt  oxfr 
so  solemxi  and  important   an    occasion* 
At  the  same  time  he  confesseii.,  that  be  was 
considerably  relieved  from  this  embarrass- 
ment, by  the  manner  in  which  he  perceived 
tbe  proposition,  just  submitted  to  ihem, 
had  been  received  by  the  house*     It  often 
happened  to  a  member  of  parhament,  that 
he  felt  himself  obliged  painfully  to  discharge 
certain  duties,  from  a  sense  of  public  prin-> 
ciple,  though  contrary  to  his  private  feel-» 
iugs,  because  there  must  always  be  a  sacri- 
fice of  private  connderations  to  public  du- 
ties.    But  he  had  then  the  satisfaction  to 
say,  that  he  was  ^bout  to  discharge  a  duty. 
which,  whilst  it  accorded  with  every  private 
feeling,  was,  at  the  same  time,  equally  c:on-- 
sistent  with  the  most  scrupulous  regard  to 
pubhc  duty.     His  right  bon.  friend  had 
well  pointed  out  some  of  the  leading  quali* 
fications  for  the  office  of  speaker,  as  well  as 
the  great  importance  of  tliat  high  and  cou-< 
fidential  situation*     But  he  that  would  cal. 
culat^  all    the  important   duties  of   the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  would 
undertake  a  great  and  difficult  task  indeed. 
It  was  an  office  commensurate  with  all  the 
functions  of  parliament,  and  consequently 
identified  with  the,  existence  of  parliament 
and  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple.    The  qualifications  of  a  speaker  wer« 
great  and  numerous,  and,  perhape,  it  vs^i 
difficult  to  form  an  accurate  Cbtimi*c  i> 
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fSktif  seal  value*  on  account  of  the  qqiet 
tiaaes  ia  which  we  had  lived.  It  was  a 
commoD  disposition  of  the  public  mind  to 
lAagine,  when  matters  went  on  quietly, 
that  thej  went  on  of  themselves,  and  with- 
out any  aetuating  impulse ;  but  those  to 
whom  be  was  addressing  himself  knew,  that 
idthougi)  the  principle  of  action  was  kept 
«Qtof  view,  it  was  that  principle  which  di- 
glrcted  the  whole  machine,  gave  it  motion, 
ftnd  preserved  the  order  and  harmony  of 
«11  its  partsi  Undoubtedly  it  was  not  to 
he  supposed,  that,  because  we  had  lived 
happily  in  times  when  the  public  liberty 
was  secure,  and  tlie  privileges  of  this  house 
nnend angered,  that  it  was  therefore  unim- 

Jortaut  to  choose  a  man  as  speaker  of  the 
ouse  of  commons,  who  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  parts  of  the  British 
Constitution.  In  the  exercise  of  this  pri- 
vilege,  they  should  not  shut  out  from  their 
view,  that  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and 
the  interests  of  the  empire,  depended  in  a 
great  degree,  on  their  choice.  They  should 
not  merely,  because  they  happened  to  live 
in  quiet  times,  leavie  objects  of  such  magni- 
tude to  accidental  events.  They  should, 
by  the  wisdo;n  of  their  choice,  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  future  evils.  It 
was  peculiarly  necessary  that  he  who  was 
placed  in  the  chair  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, should  be  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  constitution  of  the  country,  in  order 
that  he  might  be  sensible  of  those  slight 
deviations,  which  in  the  end  introduced 
great  and  material  alterations.  It  was  only 
by  such  an  intimate  acquaintance  that  any 
nan  could  estimate  the  importance  of 
small  changes,  and  know  how  in  the  first 
instance  to  check  and  repress  them.  There- 
fore, among  the  qualifications  of  a  speaker, 
a  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country  was  a  first  and  indis- 
pensable one.  Whoever  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  constitution,  could  not 
but  become  more  and  more  attacbeil  to  it, 
and  in  proportion  as  he  developed  its  se- 
cret springs,  contemplate  it  as  the  source 
of  public  happiness.  Unquestionably  too, 
an  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  history 
of  the  countrj',  and  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
its  constitutional,  or  parliameiitary  history, 
was  requisite.  It  must  also  be  obvious  to 
every  one,  that  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
commons  should  be  a  man  who  bad  saga- 
city and  penetration  to  decide  on  the  in. 
stant ;  that  he  should  be  possessed  of  an 
uncommon  degree  of  recollection  and  me- 
mory, a  soundness  of  judgment,  a  temper 


not  to  be  rpfiled,  and  asuavity  of  manners. 
It  was  unnepessary  for  him  to  mention  boNwr 
peculiarly  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  had 
been  proposed  was  gifted  with  all  these 
qualities.  The  recollection  of  those  who 
had  known  him  during  the  late  sessions 
would  supply  abundant  instances  in  which 
thev  had  been  conspicuously  exerted.  He 
might  mention  various  other  qualifications, 
but  they  had  been  alluded  to  by  his  right 
hon.  friend.  There  was  one  with  respect 
to  which  he  could  not  avoid  saying  a  word 
or  two.  He  referred  to  those  peculiar  qua- 
lifications which  characterized  the  proposed 
speaker  for  what,  by  rather  a  misapplication 
of  the  term,  was  called  Private  Business • 
Certainly,  com  par  ec^  with  those  great  ques- 
tions which  constantly  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house,  it  might  with  propriety 
be  denominated  private  business.  The 
housf^  was  always  engaged  qpon  subjects 
of  national  importance ;  but  there  were 
matters  of  private  business,  which,  al- 
though they  did  not  attract  observation, 
were  no  less  essential  to  the  interests  of 
the  public.  It  was  not  merely  the  value 
of  the  property  at  stake,  though  it  would 
excite  astonishment  if  he  were  to  state  the 
amount  of  the  ))roperty  decided  upon  by 
ihe  committees  of  the  house,  but  there 
was  something  in  such  decisions  even  of 
more  importance  than  any  pecuniary  sum 
coiildgive  an  ideaof.  ltwas,thal  the  charac- 
ter of  parliament  itself  was  in  a  considera- 
ble degree  concerned  in  the  variety  of  ques- 
tions  that  arose  concerning  the  property  of 
individuals.  Of  those  questions  he  was 
well  persuaded  no  person  was  better  qua- 
lified to  judge  than  the  right  hon.  gent, 
who  had  been  proposed  as  speaker.  If 
those  questwins  were  decided  in  a  summary 
way,  without  a  just  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  adhering  to  principles  of  law, 
he  knew  nothing  that  would  be  more  likely 
to  infuse  into  the  public  an  alienation  of 
mind  with  regard  to  the  house  of  commons  ; 
therefore  it  was  desirable  that  the  house  of 
commons  should  be  known  and  acknow- 
ledged as  a  place  where  the  rights  of  the 
subject  were  always  safe.  It  was  equally 
important  ttiat  the  person  in  the  chair 
should  be  considered  as  the  guardian  of 
the  weak,  and  the  protector  of  the  poor. 
The  opulent  and  powerful  would  attend  to 
their  own  interests,  but  upon  all  questions 
where  the  private  property,  of  individuals 
was  concerned,  whatever  their  situation 
might  be,  it  was  important  and  requisite 
that  there  should  be  a  man  to  inspect  and 
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watcb  oyertbeip,  ^bo  would  see  that  prece- 
dents were  carefully  adhered  to^  and  tbe 
true  priucipies  of  legislation  not  departed 
from.  He  bad  dwelt  the  more  upon  this  topic, 
because  he  had  witnessed  the  n^iauy  instan- 
ces in  whiph  Mr.  Abbot  )}ad  applied  his 
k;iowledge  and  experience  to  this  desirable 
purpose,    whereby  he  had  sustained  the 
character  of  parliapaeiit,  and  endeared  the 
house  of  commoixs  to  the  wannest  aifec- 
tioQs  of  the  people  of  England*    It  was, 
therefore,    with   singular   satisfaction    he 
seconded  the  motion  made  by  his  right 
hoD.  friend  ;  and,  as  he  had  just  observed, 
it  was  not  from  the  ordinary  habits  of  his 
life  and  pursuits  th^t  the  house  was  war- 
ranted ip  conceiving  he  would  fill  the  chair 
with  ability  arid  dignity,  but  from  the  ex- 
perience that  he  had  done  so  already,  and 
consequently  would  dp  it  again.     It  was 
impossible    not  to   know,  that,  even   be- 
fore he  bad  been  raised  to  the*  chair,  he 
bad  given  a  pleasing  anticipatioii  of  the 
patriotic  feeling  by  which  he  intended  to 
be  governed ;  that  he  had  repdcred  servi- 
ces to  the  country,  whic{>  must  have  en- 
deared hjm  to  ^the  house  ;  that  he  had  sat 
at  the  head  of  a  committee    appointed 
to  investigate  and  exs^mine  into  hU  the 
public  of^ces  of  the  kingdom,  with  a  yiew 
to  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  economy. 
For  his  own  part,  there  was  no  man  who 
considered     with    more  satisfaction    than 
himself  the   elevation  of  that  right  hon. 
gqnt.  to  the   situation  and  rank  of  first 
comrnqner  of  the  empire;  but  he  should 
have  contemplated  it  as  a  public  robbery, 
if  he  had  been  placed  there  before  he  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  rendering  to  his 
country  tho^e  services  he  had  performed, 
and  of  pointiqg  out  to  his  successor  the 
means  by  which  similar  honours  were  to 
be  attained,    and  shewing  him,    that,  in 
order  to  merit  such  a  distinguished  pre* 
eminence,  he  must  become,  like  himself, 
an  upright  indepeudent  member  of  parlii^* 
ment,  the  true  friend  to  the  constitution 
of  tbe  country,  and  the  faithful  guardian 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people.     It  was  for 
those  qualities  he  had  been  raised  to  his 
situatioq,  that  his  principles  might  act  with 
fuller  effect. — He  begged  pardon  of  the 
bouse,  for  haying  detained  them  so  long ; 
but  it  was  natural  to  expatiate  upon  a 
pleasing  theme.     He  had  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  be  spoke  to  those  who 
approved  of  tbe  proposition  of  his  right 
boa«  friend.     It  was  gratifying  to  him  to 
feel  that  what  was  wanting  iu  his  expres- 


sions of  admiration  and  esteem,  was 
more  than  made  up  by  the  universal  ap-> 
probation  of  tbe  house.  This  reminded 
him  of  another  qualification,  perhaps  the 
most  essential  of  all,  and  certainly  one 
that  could  not  be  possessed  by  any  persoo 
who  hud  not  filled  the  situation  of  speaker* 
It  was  not  merely  that  the  hous^  had  th^ 
experience  of  past  years,  but  they  knew 
that  the  right  hon.  gent,  proposed  ^o  ho« 
nour  their  chair  would  possess  t^e  Qoqfi-* 
dence  and  attachment  of  the  bouse,  and 
nothing  was  of  greater  importance,  thaa 
that  he  should  possess  it.  It  was  an  af-^ 
surance  that  he  would  vindicate  the  rights 
of  parliament  on  the  one  hand,  and  pre<- 
yent  the  dispqsition  of  members  to  extend 
those  rights  too  far,  to  tbe  prejudice  of 
other  branches  of  the  legislature.  He  ha4 
but  one  word  more.  '  I'here  was  one  qua* 
lity  he  possessed  in  a  most  eminent  degree* 
It  vyas,  that  at  the  same  tin^e  he  had 
shewn  his  love  of  public  liberty,  true  CQEh 
stitutional  liberty,  he  had  n^anifested  a  duQ 
sense  and  proper  regard  of  th^  privikgea 
of  parliament.  He  had  shewn  th.at  true 
greatness  of  mind  which  impelled  h}m  to 
consider  it  as  equally  dangerous  to  the  con- 
stitution^  that  the  coqumous  should  at- 
tempt to  strain .  their  privileges  beypn<| 
their, due  bounds,  as  that  they  should  aot 
assert  them  when  they  were  attempted  ip 
be  violated.  It  required  a  great  mind  to 
be  invested  with  extensive  powersi,  witb-» 
out  being,  at  the  same  time,  disponed  tQ 
overstrain  them..  The  house  were  sensibla 
.that  the  right  hon.  gent*,  was  possessed  of 
all  these  qualities.  He  therefore  CQpclu-i 
ded  by  saying,  that  to  second  the  mo^ 
tion  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  gave  him  th^ 
most  perfect  satisfaction,  and  the  greate$t 
possible  pleasure. 

Mr.  Abbot. -^In  rising  to  address  th^ 
house  this  day,  it  is  impossible  for  me  not 
to  feel  the  deepest  sense  of  gratitude  for 
the  general  favour  and  kindness  with 
which  this  proposition  has  been  received. 
Many,  very  many  of  the  commendations 
which  my  honourable  friends,  by  their 
partiality,  have  been  pleased  to  bestow 
upon  me,  I  dare  not  flatter  myself  witlj 
having  merited ;  and  although  they  ar^ 
pleased  to  suppose  that  my  former  expe* 
hence  in  the  chair  of  this  house  may  afii 
ford  an  argument  in  favour  ot  their  choice, 
yet  that  same  experience  has  left  on  my 
mind  a  very  difterent  impression ;  for  I  am 
persuaded  that  whoever  aspires  to  under* 
I  stand  and  execute  tbe  duties  of  that  high 
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and  important  office,  will  readrly  acknow- 
ledge its  various  difficulties  as  well  as 
liis  ov^n  insufficiency.  Nevertheless,  cus- 
tom long  established^  and  a  just  respect 
towards  the  feotree,  forbid  any  person 
whose  services  have  been  already  tried  in 
that  office  from  insisting  or  dwelling  much 
«t  large  on  his  own  demerits.  I  do  there- 
fore commit  myself  wholly  to  the  pleasure 
of  the  house,  with  an  earnest  hope  that  the 
event  of  their  choice  may  not  be  injurious  to 
its  interests,  or  detrimental  to  its  honour. 
—Mr.  Abbot  was  then  conducted  to  the 
chair  by  Mr*  Dragge  Bathurst  and  Mr. 
Wilberforce;  and  when  seated  therein,  he 
again  rose  and  thus  proceeded : — Since  it 
lias  been  the  pleasure  of  the  house  to 
plaeeme  again  in  this  chair,  I  have  to  make 
»y  most  -grateful  acknowledgements  for 
this,  proof  of  its  high  and  distinguish- 
ed confidence,  and  to  assure  the  house, 
that  while  I  have  the  happiness  to  possess 
d^t  confldenee,.  every  moment  of  my  life, 
tFOith  withni  and  without  these  walls,  shall 
h%  constantly  and  faithfully  devoted  to  its 
service. — ^The  speaker  having  iseated  him- 
se-lf  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  T.  Grenville  rose  and  said,  that  on 
jK»>  occasion  so  solemn  and  im])ortant  as 
that  of  selecting  a  speaker,  it  had  been 
s&t  uivusual  to  allow  some  of  its  members 
to  express  those  sentiments  which  he  re- 
joiced to  see  were  so  unanimous.  He 
freely  stated,  that,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion,, he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  offer 
»ny  apology  for  obtruding  himself  on  the 
Attention  of  the  house.  If  the  business* 
tbey  had  so  happily  concluded  had  been 
eaie  which  required  high  talents  in  the' 
person  who  offered  his  congratulations,  he 
should  have  known  himself  better  than  to 
iiave  offered  a  single  observation ;  but,  in 
presenting  himself  tlie  first  to  congratulate 
the  house,  he  was  only  expressing  those 
sentiments  which  were  common  to  all  who 
heard  him.  To  have  a  strong  sense,  and 
to  express  it,  of  the  benefit  the  country  had 
deiived  from  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  being 
placed  in  the  chair;  to  augur  happily  of  the 
futore  by  the  grateful  recollection  of  the 
past ;  to  anticipate  the  services  the  coun- 
try would  receive  ;  to  indulge  in  the  me- 
mory of  those  already  conferred ;  to  re- 
ject that  by  his  being  placed  in  the  situa- 
tion in  which  fortunately  he  was  placed, 
the  iKMise  would  assure  to  itself  the  exer- 
cise of  a  steady  and  temperate  authority, 
an  impartiality  and  integrity  not  to  be  sha- 
ken, a  rich  fimd  of  constitutional  know- 


ledge, and  a  just  dispensation  of  thoser 
wise  ai>d  enlightened  opinions  which  aetu-« 
ated  him — these  were  topics  so  pleasing  to. 
dwell  upon,  so  natural  to  expatiate  upoD» 
that  he  was  persuaded  the  house  would 
indulge  him  in  pursuing  such  themes ;. 
but  yet  from  those  topics  he  felt  himself 
reluctantly  compelled  to  abstain^  Whea 
he  recollected  th9t  the  person  who  waft 
the  object  of  his  euloffium,  was  the  person 
he  was  addressing,  he  was  compelled  by 
motives  of  delicacy  not  to  dwell  upon  the 
subject,  grateful  as  it  was  to  him.  He 
should  conclude  by  saying,  that  he  die} 
most  heartily  congratulate  the  hpuse,^  tha 
country,  and  the  right  hon*  gent,  himself, 
on  the  choice  that  had  been  made. — He 
then  moved,  that  the  house  do  adjourn, 
and  the  hoii^e  adjourned  a^jcprdingly, 

IfOUSE  Of  LORDS. 

Tuesday^  December  iff. 

Tliis  day  at  twelve  o'clock  four  of  his 
majesty's  commissioners,  namely,  the  lord 
chancellor,  the  ear  J  of  Aylesford,  ear| 
Spencer,  and  lord  Walsrngham,  took  their 
seats  in  the  usual  form^  Mr,  Quarme, 
the  deputy  usher  of 'the  black  tod,  was 
sent  to'  the  house  of  commons  to  require 
their*  attendance.  A  great  number  of  the 
members  of  the  house  of  cOmnoous,  precer 
ded  by  Mr.  Abbot,  in  full  dress,  shortly  af- 
terwards appeared  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Abbot  addressed  the  lords  commis-f 
sioners  as  follows  :— My  lords,  I  baVe  ta 
acquaint  you,  that  in  compHance  with  the 
commands  of  his  majesty,  and  in  the  exer-r 
cise  oi  their  undoubted  privilege,,  the  com-* 
mons  of  the  united  kingdom,  in  parjiament 
assembled,  have  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  fill  the  high 
and  iroportjjnt  situation  of  speaker  tq 
their  house.  As  the  object  of  that  choice, 
I  now  submit  myself  for  the  approbation 
of  his  majesty,  with  due  and  sincere  humi- 
lity, deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
many  and  undeserved  favours  I  have  al- 
ready received  from  his  hands,  and  fully 
confident  of  my  inadequacy  to  fulfil  the 
duties  of  this  high  situation  in  a  manner 
correspondent  with  the  dignity  and  impor«- 
tance  of  so  sacred  a  trust.  But  of  this  I 
am  convinced,  that  should  his  majesty 
conceive  the  present  choice  of  his  faithful 
commons  not  consistent  witli  his  own  and 
the  public  interests,  they  will  immediately 
proceed  to  the  election  of  some  more  suit- 
able and  proper  person  to  fill  that  impor- 
tant and  dignified  situation. 
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The  JLord  Chancellor  in  the  name  of  the 
commission  said,  (jebUemen  of  the  house 
of  commons  ;  We  have  it  in  cpmmand 
from  his  majesty  to  Signify  his  most  gra- 
cious approval  of  the  choice  you  have  made 
in  the  iropoHant  appointmient  of  speaker  to 
your  faous^.  For  ihy  own  part  when  I  re- 
flect on  tlie  great  and  compriehensive  ta- 
lents, oh  the  perfect  acquaintance  with  the 
forms  and  precedents  of  parliament,  of  the 
gentleman  whom  you  have^  honoured  with 
your  choice ;  when  I  reflect  on  thai  high 
I  character  for  learning  and  wisdom  for  which 
be  is  fio  pre-eminently  conspicuous ;  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing  further 
than  merely  to  express  that  his  majesty  fully 
approves  of  the  object  of  your  choice. 

The  Speaker  then  said^ — My  lords ;  His 
majesty  naving  been  most  graciously  pleased  1 
to  confirm  the  choice  of  his  faithful  coni- 
monsy  my  first  duty,  after  returning  my 
most  grateful  acknowledgements  for  the 
I  kind  manner  in  which  the  performance  oi 
I  my  duties  have  been  accepted  and  ap- 
proved ;  and  after  expressing  the  strong 
conviction  I  feel  of  the  indulgence  his  ma- 
jesty has  ever  manifested  to  unintentional 
error,  is  to  lay  claimj  in  their  natne,  and  on 
their  behalf,  to  all  theil-  ancient  rights  and 
privileges  ;  particularly  that  their  persons, 
estates,  and  servants,  niay  be  free  from  ar- 
rest, and  all  molestation ;  that  they  ipay 
enjoy  liberty  of  speech  in  their  debates  ; 
that  they  may  have  access  to  his  majesty's 
royal  person,  whenever  occasion  may  re- 
quire ;  and  that  all  their  proceedings  may 
receive  from  his  majesty  the  most  favour- 
able construction.  For  my  own  part,  1 
do  entreat,  that  whenever  any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  failing  or  error  may  occur,  it  may 
be  attributed  to  myself  only,  and  not  to  bis 
majesty's  faithful  commons. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  in  his  majesty's 
name  replied,  that  the  accustomed  privi- 
leges of  the  house  of  commons  woiild  be 
continued  to  them,  and  that  the  most  fa- 
vourable construction  would  be  put  upon 
all  their  acts. — The  commons  then  with- 
drew, after  which  the  house  adjourned 
during  pleasure*  At  three  the  house  again 
met,  and  sat  till  four,  during  which  time 
leveral  peers  took  the  usual  oaths  and 
their  seats^ 


HOUSE   OP   COMMONS. 

Tuesday^  December  l6\ 
The  Speaker  came  to   the  house  at  12 
o'clock.    Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Quarme,  de- 
puty usher  of  the  black  rod,  appeared  at  the 


bar,  and  summoned  the  house  to  the  house 

of  peers. 

The  Speaker  accordingly  tvent  up,  fol- 
lowed by  a  number  of  the  members*     On 
their  return  he  addressed  the  house  thus  : 
— I  have  to  acquaint  the  house,  that  I  havc^ 
been  in  the  house  of  peers,  where  his  ma- 
jesty, by  his  commissioners,  has  been  gra- 
ciotisly  pleased  to  approve  and  confirm  the 
choice  of  this  house,  in  the  election  they 
have  made  of  me  to  be  their  speaker,  and 
that  I  have  there  laid  claim,  by  humble  pe. 
tition  to  his  majesty,  to  all  our  ancient  and 
undoubted    rights    and    privileges  >    and 
more  especially,  freedom  from  all  atresta 
or  molestations,    for   ourselves,,  and   our 
servants ;  freedom  of  speech  in  debate,  free 
access  to  his  majesty's  royal  person,  as  oc- 
caision  may  require,  and  that  all  our  pro« 
ceedings  may  receive  the  most  favourable^ 
construction.     All  which  his  majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  allow  in  as  full  and  ample 
a  manner  as  has  ever  been  done  to  any  of 
my  predecessors.     And  now  I  have  again 
to    return    you   my   warmest   and    most 
grateful  thanks  for  the  high  honour  whict^ 
you  have  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  nae,, 
assuring  you,  that  it  is  my  purpose  to  act: 
in  all  matters  with  the  strictest  impartia- 
lity ;  and  1  have,  at  the  same  time,  to  en- 
treat the  house  to  afford  me  their  constant 
support  in    maintaining    the   established 
rules  and  orders,  all  which  have  beea  found 
so  necessary  for  the  dignity  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  dispatch  of  business.     I 
have  now  only  further  to  remind  the  house^ 
that  the  first  thing  to  be  done  upon  the 
present  occasion,  is,  for  the  several  mem- 
bers to  take  and  subscribe  the  oaths' of  su- 
premacy, abjuration,   and  qualification  as 
the  law  requires. — ^The  speaker  himself  first 
took  the  usual  oaths.     The  members  then 
came  to  the  table  by  parties,   and  were 
sworn  in  the  usual  manner*  This  business 
continued  till  4  o'clock,  when  the  house 
adjourned  ijll  to-morrow. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Wednesday r^^f^^^^^^  ^7^  andTTivTsday\ 
December  18. 

On  these  days  the  lord  chancellor  took 
his  seat  on  the  woolsack  at  three,  and  the 
clerk  contin  ued  to  swear  in  thepeers  till  four. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  December  17,  and  Thursday^ 

December  18. 
At  1  o'clock  the  speaker  came  down  i» 
the  house.     Several  members  pre^^ii  'ook 
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t)ie  Oflfbs,  and  made  and  subscribed  the 
Declaration,  and  took  and  subscribed  the 
oatb'of  Adjuration,  according  to  the  laws 
fnade  for  those  purposes ;  and  such  of  the 
^aid  members  as  are  by  law  required  to  de- 
liver in  to  the  clerk  of  tlie  house  an  account 
of  their  Qualification,  and  to  take  and  sub- 
scribe  the  oath  of  Qualification,  delivered 
in  such  account,  and  took  and  subscribed 
the  said  oath  accordingly. 


HOtJSE  OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  December  Ip* 
[The  Lords  Commissioners' Speech.] 
This  duy  at  4  o'clock,  his  grace  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  the  lord  chancellor, 
the  earl  of  Winchehea,  and  earl  Spencer, 
being  robed,  took  their  seats  on  the  bench 
in  front  of  the  throne,  and  Mr.  Quarme, 
deputy  usher  of  the  black  rod,  was  then 
dispatched  to  order  the  attendance  of  the 
commons,  who  forthwith,  with  the  speaker 
at  their  head,  appeared  at  the  bar.  The 
royal  commission, authorising  certain  peers 
therein  named,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  to  open  the  parliament,  was  then 
read.  After  which,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
delivered  the  following  speech  to  both 
bouses. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 
**  His  majesty  has  commanded  us  to 
assure  you,  that  in  tlie  diBicult  and  ar 
duous  circumstauces  under  which  you  are 
now  assembled,  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to 
him  to  recur  to  the  firmness  and  wisdom 
<Jf  his  parliament,  after  so  recent  an  op- 
portunity of  collecting  the  sense  of  his 
people.— His  majesty  has  ordered  the  pa- 
pers which  have  been  exchanged  in  the 
course  of  the  late  negociation  with  France, 
to  be  laid  before  you.  His  majesty  has 
employed  every  effort  for  the  restoration 
of  general  tranquillity,  on  ttrms  consistent 
with  the  interest  and  honour  of  his  peo- 
ple, and  with  that  inviolable  eood  faith 
towards  his  allies,  by  which  the^onduct  of 
this  country  has  always  been  distinguished. 
^*The  ambition  and  injustice  of  the  ene- 
my disappointed  these  endeavours,  and  in 
the  same  moment  kindled  a  fresh  war  in 
Europe,  the  progress  of  which  has  been 
attended  with  the  most  calamitous  events. 
—After  witnessing  the  subversion  of  Ihe 
ancient  constitution  of  Germany,  and  the 
subjugation  of  a  large  proportion  of  its 
most  considerable  states;  Prussia  found  her- 
self still  more  nearly  threatened  by  that  dan- 
ger, which  she  had  vainly  hoped  to  avert 
by  so  many  sacrifices.     She  was  therefore 


at  length  compelled  to  adopt  the  resolutioi) 
of  openly  resisting  this  unremitted  system 
of  aggrandisement  and  conquest.  But  nei- 
ther this  determination,  nor  the  succeed- 
ing measures,  were  previously  concerted 
with  his  majesty ;  nor  bad  any  disposition 
been  shewn  to  offer  any  adequate  satisfac- 
tion for  those  aggressions  which  had  placed 
the  two  countries  in  a  state  of  mutual 
hostility .^rYet,  in  this  situation,  his  ma- 
jesty did  not  hesitate  to  adopt,  without  ' 
delay,  such  measures  as  were  best  calcu- 
lated to  unite  their  councils  and  interests* 
against  the  common  enemy.  The  rapid 
course  of  the  calamities  which  ensued,  op- 
posed insurmountable  difhculties  to  the 
execution  of  this  purpose. — In  the  midst 
of  these  disastrous  events,  and  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances,  the  good  faith 
of  his  majesty's  allies  has  remained  unsha- 
ken. The  conduct  of  the  king  of  Sweden 
has  been  distinguished  by  the  most  honour- 
able firmness.  Between  his  majesty  and 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  the  happiest  union 
subsists  ;  it  has  been  cemented  by  reciprc-* 
cal  proofs  of  good  faith  and  confidence ; 
and  his  majesty  doubts  not  that  you  will 
participate  in  his  anxiety  to  cultivate  and 
Confirm  an  alliance  which  affi:)i'ds  the  only 
remaining  hope  of  safety  for  the  continent 
of  Europe. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

'*  His  majesty  looks  with  confidence  to 
your  assistance  in  those  exertions  which 
the  honour  and  independence  of  your 
country  demand.  The  necessity  of  adding 
to  tlie  public  burthens  will  be  painful  to 
yout  feelings,  and  is  deeply  distressing  to 
his  majesty.  In  considering  the  estimates 
for  the  various  branches  of  the  public 
service,  you  will  best  consult  his  majesty's 
wishes,  by  combining  alt  practicable  eco- 
nomy with  those  effojts  which  it  is  neces- 
sary to  make  against  the  formidable  and 
increasing  power  of  the  enemy, 
"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

"  The  long  series  of  misfortune  which 
has  afflicted  the  continent  of  Europe, 
could  not  fail  to  affect,  in  some  degree, 
many  important  interests  of  this  country. 
But,  under  every  successive  difficulty,  his 
majesty  has  had  the  satisfaction  of  wit- 
nessing an  increasing  energy  and  firmness 
on  the  part  of  his  people,  whose  uniform 
and  determined  resistance  has  been  no 
less  advantageous  than  Honourable  to  them- 
selves, and  has  exhibited  the  most  striking 
example  to  the  surrounding  nations.  The 
unconquerable  valour  and  discipline  of  his  * 
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majesty's  AeetB  fttid  armies,  continue  to 
be  displayed  with  undiminished  lustre. 
The  great  sources  of  our  prosperity  and 
strength  are  unimjpaired  ;  nor  has  the  Bri- 
tish nation  beeh,  at  any  time,  more  united 
in  sentiment  and  action,  or  more  deter- 
taiued  to  maintain  inviolate  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  empire,  and  the  dignity  of 
the  national  character. — With  these  ad- 
vantages, and  with  an  humble  reliance  on 
the  protection  of  the  Divine  Providence, 
his  majesty  is  prtjpared  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies Xii'  this  gilgat  crisis ;  assured  of  re- 
ceiving the  tulles^  support  from  ihe  wis- 
dom of  your  deliberations,  and  from  the 
tried  affection,  loyalty,  and  public  spirit 
t)f  his  brave  people." 

The  common^  then  withdrew,  and  the 
house  adjourned  fot  a  short  time  to  unrobe. 
Having  again  aUseinbled^  his  majesty's 
speech  was  read  by  the  lord  chancellor, 
and  afterwards  by  the  clerk  at  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Jcrsei^  rose  to  move  an  ad- 
dress to  his  majesty.     In  thus  rising  to  ad- 
dress their  lordships  for  the  first  time,  he 
felt  himself  in  a  situation  of  considerable 
difficulty)  and  hoped  for  their  lordships' 
indulgence.     In    adverting  to  the   topics 
contained  m  his  majesty's  speech,  the  first 
to  be  noticed  was,  the  iiegociation  between 
thvs  country  and  France.     As  the  papers 
respecting  this    subject'  would    shortly  be 
laid  on  their  loWships'  table,  it  would  not 
now  be  regular  to  enter  into  any  detailed 
discussion  respectiiig  the  progress  and  re- 
sult of  that  Tiegociation  ;  it  must,  however, 
te  evident  to  their  lordships,  from  what 
^ad  already  transpired,  that  the  negocia- 
tion  had  broken  off  in  consequence  of  thr- 
inipcriouB  conduct  and  exorbitant  demands 
^f  Frtfnc^:      His  majetty,   anxious   that 
peace  should  be  restored,"  if  that  could  be 
attamed  consistently  with  the  honour  and 
TDlerests  of  the  country,  had  Ordered  the 
^mmencement  of  a  negociation,  tire  main 
business  of  whidi  was  transacted  by  a  man 
\Mr.  Fox)  than  whom  no  one  was  more 
^^  whose  great  and  tomprehensive  mind 
'jas  admirably  calculated  to  embrace  all 
toe  interests  of  the  country,  whose  candour 
^^  manliness  of  character  were  exhibited 
*o  the  most  striking  manner,  in  the  frank- 
Jiess,  the  clearness,  and   precision,   with 
*ninh  he  communicated  with  the  French 
8oy?rnment,  Mrhilst,  at  the  same  time,  he 
Qi<l  not  give  up  one  jot  of  the  interests  or 
the  honour  of 'his  country,  but  asserted 
^uem  with  all  the  firmness  and  energy  which 
«o  'mportant  an  occasion  required.     Tlie 
Vol.  VII. 


negociation  theii  commenced  under  tlie 
most  favourable  auspices,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  lamented  death  of  the  great 
man  to  whom  he  bad  alluded,  was  carried 
on  in  the  same  spirit.  That  it  had  failed 
in  producing  peace,  was  to  be  attributed  to 
the  enemy k  We  certainly  had  no  right  to 
expect,  that  the  F*rench  government,  under 
all  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  placed, 
would  consent  to  any  degrading  conces- 
sion; but  we  were  in  too  proud  a  situation, 
and  had  Joo  much  reliance  on  our  own 
energies,  to  consent  to  any  humiliation  : 
if  the  French  government  would  liot  con- 
sent to  treat  upon  equal  terms,  the  fault 
was  theirs.  We  had  deeply  to  lament  the 
heavy  calamities  which  had  fallen  upon 
Prussia,  bi\t,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  no 
small  satisfaction  to  us,  that  the  councils 
of  Prussia  had  not  been  precipitated  into 
rash  measures  b3|^he  advice  or  instigation 
of  tliis  country.  It  was  scarcely  possible 
for  their  lordships  to  find  in  all  history  an 
instance  of  a  great  power  so  totally  over- 
thrown, he  might  almost  say  annihilaied*, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  Prussia,  who 
had  made  sacrifice  after  sacrifice  to  France, 
apparently  with  the  view  of  averting  war, 
at  leujgth  rushed  precipitately  into  hosti- 
lities, and  met  with  an  unexampled  fate. 
Her  example  would  afford  an  awful  lesson 
to  other  states,  and  would  convince  them 
that  security  was  not  to  be  attained  by 
making  humiliating  sacrifices.  It  was, 
however,  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  that 
this  country,  when  Prussia  actually  made 
an  eflbrt  against  the  common  enemy,  did 
not  hesitate  immediately  to  step  forward 
to  afford  her  every  assistance  which  cir- 
cumstances would  permit.  In  the  midst 
of  the  calamities  which  had  occurred  on 
the  continent,  it  was  highly  gratifying  to 
svitness  the  conduct  of  the  king  of  Sweden, 
who,  whilst  he  had  opposed  the  enemy  by 
every  means  in  his  power,  had  displayed  a 
firmness  and  an  energy  which  conferred 
the  higliest  honour  on  the  character  of  that 
monarch.  The  contemplation  of  the  con- 
duct of  our  faithful  ally,  Rir^a,  also  af- 
forded the  utmost  satisfaction;  nothing 
could  be  more  gratifying  than  the  close 
alliance  which  subsisted  between  this  coun- 
try and  Russia,  an  alliance,  of  her  fidelity 
to  which  Russia  had  given  repeated  proqt«, 
an.d  particularly  in  her  recent  refusal  to 
ratify  the  rash  and  inconsiderate  act  of  her 
minister  at  Paris.  These  instances  of  cocjd 
faith  on  the  part  cff  Hussia,  were  the  more 
gratifying,  that  power  being  ndw -almost  the 
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only  ally  of  this  cuuiUry  l^ft,  and  therefore 
the  cultivation  of  our  alliance  uiih  her, 
became  so  much  the  more  desirable.  That 
in  our  present  situation  great  aacritices  must 
be  made»  was  evident,  but  when  the  great 
okject  we  liad  in  view  was  contemplated, 
t)u\se  sacridces  must  sink  in  the  comparison. 
He  was  convinced  that  there  was  not  a  man 
who  bore  the  envied  name  of  a  liriton^  with 
all  the  blessings  and  privileges  attached 
to  that  title,  who  would  not  cheerfulty  come 
forward  to  make  those  sacrifices  which 
were  required  to  maintain  the  honour  and 
the  dignity  of  the  country,  our  laws,  our 
constitution,  and  all  tliat  was  dear  to  us. 
Let  us,  said  the  noble  earl^  rely  upon  our- 
selves, and  put  fbrth  ^1  our  energies^  Ii 
was  true  we  had,  in  the  course  <»f  a  twelve- 
month, lodt  two  men  of  prc^^emiuent  talent, 
but  there  was  still  ability  amply  enough 
left,  to  direct  the  energies  of  the  country 
with  the  b^st  nopbs  ol^ltimate  success. 
He  had  no  doubt  iHiit  the  parliament  and 
the  people  would  be  uhanilHoud  in  support- 
ing his  majest3''s  goveiriuient  by  every  ex- 
ertion in  the  prosecution  of  a  war,  until  a 
peace  could  be  obtained,  consistent  with 
the  honour  of  the  country,  but  which  we 
could  never  consent  to  obtain  by  making 
humiliating  sacrifices.  *i'he  valour  which 
liad  continued  to  be  displayed  by  his  ma- 
jt>ty's  fleets  And  armies,  was  an  amply  suiTi- 
cient  pledge  of  oi»r  superiority  ;  our  little 
army,  if  he  might  csill  it  so,  in  Calabria, 
had  bravely  dnd  victoriously  sustained  the 
.Britisli  chardcter,  whilst  our  fleets  had 
every  where  maintained  tlieir  accustomed 
superiority.  With  all  these  advantages, 
and  with  the  great  sources  of  our  prosperity 
and  strength  iinimpaired,  wis  tuight  look 
tbrward  with  confidence  to  the  hesultt  Re- 
lying upon  ourselves,  and  united  in  senti- 
ment and  in  action,  we  might  get  bur  ene- 
my at  defiance,  and  finally,  he  trusted, 
bring  this  great  contest  to  a  successful  atid 
glorious  issue.  The  noble  ^arl  concluded 
with  moving,  "  That  an  humble  address 
bo  presented  to  his  iiatjesty;"  which  ad- 
dress wasy  as  iisual^  an  etho  of  his  ma- 
jesty's speech,  and  nearly  the  same  as 
.  that  which  we  insert  iii  tiiis  day's  pro- 
ceedings of  the  house  of  commons ;  see 
fx^ge  39*  After  the  address  had  been  read 
.  by  the  lord  chancellory  and  again  by  the 
clerk  at  the  table, 

Lord  SQtners  presented  himself  to  their 
lordships.  He  rose,  he  said,  to  second 
Xhe  address  which  had  been  proposed  by 
the  noble  earl.     Concurring  os  iio  did 


with  the  noble  earl  in  the  sentiments  which 
he  had  advanced,  he  felt  cohsiderable  difli^^ 
culty    in  following  him   upon   the  same 
grounds  after  the  ability  which  the  noble 
earl  had  displayed.     It  was  his  wish   to 
sup{K>rt  the  present  administration,  con- 
ceiving, that  though  it  combined  diticrent 
parties,  those  parties  were   united    upon 
public  and  patriotic  priuciplesi  and  that  it 
also  combined   so  lafge  a  portion  of  the 
tajent  and   abihty   of  the   country,    that 
every  reliance  might  be  placed  upon  their 
exertions.     In  noticing  the  topics  adverted 
to   in   his   majesty's  speech,    he    should 
scarcely  be  able,  after  what  had  been  said 
Ijy  the  noble  caH,  to  avoid  repetition  :  he 
thouglit  it,  however^  necessary  in.  secon* 
(ling    the   address^    to   comment    briefly 
upon  some  of  thenu     With  respect  to  the 
negociation,  be  would  abstain  from  enter- 
ing into    any  discussion^  as  that  subject 
would  come  regularly  before  the  houses 
when  the  papers  reripecting  it  were  laid 
upon  their  lordships'  table.   The  calamities 
which  had  befallen  Prussia  were  deeply  to 
be  Imnented,  althc^ugh  it  was  a  consolation 
to  us  that  this  country  had  no  share  in  pro* 
ducing  th«*m.     It  appeared  to  him,  howe*. 
ver,  that  it  was  highly  laudable  in  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  the  moment  they  found  a 
disposition   in   Prussia  to  make  an  elfort 
agajust  r  ranee,  to  seize  the  opportunity  of 
oDcring  such  support  and  such  assistance 
to  Prussia  as  circuilistances  might  require. 
It  alforded  the  greatest  satisfacticfn  to  wit-^ 
ness  the  conduct  of  Sweden,  and  of  Our 
faithfuf  ally  llussia^  of  whose  good  faith 
we  had  received  the  most  gratifying  propfs. 
The  valour  of  our  fleets  and  armies  was  a 
theme  for  the  highest  ptaise,  and  bade  us 
despise  the  threats  of  t-iJc  tneili)r»  althougli 
nb  means  ought  to  be  omitted  in  order  to 
gUaid  against  a  possible  attack.     In  this 
point  of  view  he  highly  approved  of  the 
measures  which  bis  miyestj's  ministers  had 
brought  forward  for  increasing  the  military 
forc^  of  the  country,  and  although  it  had 
been  Said,  that  they  had  damped  ihei:  spirit 
of  the  volunteers,  he  believed  that  very  few 
of  that  highly  meritorious  body  of  men  had 
quitted  their  standards.     At  a,  crisis  like 
the  present)    be   trusted,  that  the  house 
would  set  an  example  of  unanimity,  iti 
pledging  themselves  to  a  firm  and  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war.     Our  present  si- 
tuation called  for  the  exertion  of  all  the 
energies  of  the  country,  with  spirit  and 
unanimity,   and,  he  bad  no  doubt,  that 
that  spirit  and  unanimity  would  be  dis* 
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played   both  by  tb^  parliament  aqd  the 
people. 

Lord  Hmckesbitry  said,  he  should  not 
thitik  be  had  discharged  his  duty,  if  he 
allowed  the  address  to  pass  without  offering 
sooie  observations  on  the  speech  which 
occasioned  it.  He  would  first  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  expressing  his  satisfac- 
tion at  the  able  manner  in  which  the  ad- 
dress was  moved  by  the  noble  earl,  of 
whose  friendship  he  was  happy  to  boast. 
He  agreed  with  his  noble  friend  in  every 
general  sentiment  which  fell  from  him. 
They,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  delivered,  called  for  the  appro- 
bation of  both  sides  of  tlie  house.  No 
partyt-spirit  should  ever  induce  him  to 
withhold  his  concurrence  and  applause 
from  sentiments  befitting  the  great  crisis 
m  which  we  were  placed,  and  particularly 
when  they  were  expressed  by  a  nobleman, 
ibr  whom  he  had  the  greatest  personal 
regard.  There  were,  however,  circumstan- 
ces connected  with  the  speech  from  the 
throne,  to  which  be  could  not  avoid  cal- 
ling the  attention  of  their  lordships.  The 
first  point  upon  which  he  should  observe, 
was  one  not  openly  mentioned  in  the 
speech,  but  indirectly  alludes]  to  ;  he  meant 
the  dissolution  o^  parliament.  It  was  not 
hb  iutention  to  question  the  iiing's  power 
to  dissolve  parliament;  that  part  of  the 
prerogative  he  allowed  in  its  fullest  extent 
aud  plenitude.  He  adnjitted  that  it  was  a 
prerogative  which  was  inherent  tn  him  in  its 
strongest  sense. '  If  it  were  possible  that 
]>arliament  could  acquire  legal  permanence, 
for  ever  so  short  a  time,  independent  of  the 
crown,  there  would  be  no  security  for  the  mo- 
narchy. But  this,  like  every  part  of  the  pre- 
rogative, should  be  exercised  with  a  wholo- 
fomc  and  sound  discretion.  If  it  should  be 
found  to  have  been  exercised  with  levity,  or, 
without  a  due  necessity,  it  was  a  measure 
for  which  ministers  would  incur  a  very 
weighty  responsibility.  What  was  there 
in  the  state  of  the  country  to  have 
justified  the  late  unexpected  and  prema-' 
lure  dissolution  of  parliament — of  a  par- 
hament  which  had  only  sat  4  sessions,  and 
which  had  nearly  three  years  to  run  ?  From 
the  passing  of  the  septennial  act  in  the 
year  1715,  almost  90  years  ago,  except  in 
the  precedent  of  1784,  upon  which  he 
should  say  a  few  words  before  he  sat  down, 
there  was  no  instance  of  a  parliament  being 
dissolved  under  six  sessions.  There  was 
no  instance,  he  would  repeat  his  assertion, 
t&cept  a  demise  of  the  ctown,  and  the  pue 


he  had  mentioned.  The  dissolution  of 
1784  was  one  to  which  there  could  be  no' 
objection ;  it  was  unavoidable.  At  that 
time  a  misunderstanding  subsisted  between 
the  crown  and  the^  house  of  common?, 
with  respect  to  the  government.  When- 
ever such  an  unhappy  difference  did  arise» 
there  was  but  pne  way  of  composing  it ; 
either  the  cfowu  must  yield,  or  dissolve 
the  parjifiment.  But  had  any  circumstance 
recurred  to  justify  the  late  dissolution  ?  Far 
from  it ;  and  yet  ministers,  without  a  cause 
assigned,  or  indeed  assignable,  took  upon 
them  to  advise  a  dissolution,  for  no  othef 
object  that  he  could  discover,  than  that,  to 
them,  no  doubt,  a  most  urgent  one,  of  d 
little  convenience.  He.  could  find  no  cause^ 
except  that  which  he  had  just  stated,  to 
warrant  such  a  measure.  The  most  pro- 
bable was,  tiiat  of  the  rupture  of  the  nego- 
ciation  with  France ;  but  let  their  lord- 
ships see  how  thuf  question  stood.  What* 
ever  difference  of  opinion  might  have  ex* 
isted  with  respect  to  many  of  the  measures 
pureued  by  ministers,  on  no  subject  which 
ever  engaged  the  attention  of  the  country 
had  there  been  such  complete  unanimity  as 
in  regard  to  supporting  his  majesty  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  Upon  other  i^ues- 
tions  there  might  have  been  a  difference  of 
opinion,  but  upon  this  vital  subject  there 
was  none.  Whatever  shade  of  difference 
there  was,  was  on  the  part  of  those  who 
disapproved  of  |.he  other  measures  of  mi- 
nisters. Thpir  opponents  were  supposed 
to  be  more  earnest  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  tliau  his  majesty's  government 
WHS.  There  was  also  another  measure  of 
ministers,  of  which  he  could  not  approve  ; 
he  meant  the  Declaration  which  had  been 
issued  pending  the  suspension  of  parliament. 
The  country>wus  not  in  a  condition  to  judge ' 
of  that  declaration,  except  it  were  accom- 
panied by  the  documents  upon  which  it 
was  founded.  If  the  rupture  of  the  nego- 
ciation  overwhelmed  ministers  with  any 
apprehension  or  difficulty,  the  fair  mode 
would  have  been,  hot  to  have  dissolved 
parliament,  biit  to  have  called  the  existing 
parliament  together,  and  submitted  the 
whole  grounds  of  the  negociation  to  it.  He 
would  not  accuse  ministers  of  any  inten-^ 
tion  to  deceive  the  country,  but  the  disso- 
lution certainly  had  the  effect  of  sufprishig 
it.  In  corroboration  of  what  he  had  ad- 
vanced, he  would  only  call  to  their  lord- 
ships' recollection,  sin  address  which  hieid 
been  published  in  the  county  of  Ndrfolk^ 
In  that  address  a  right'  hon,  gent.  (Mr; 
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Windham),  who  wtts  the  last  person  in  the 
v^orld  he  bliQuld  suppose  capable  of  deceit, 
had  told  the  county,   that,  as  iar  as  he 
knew,  there  was  no  intention  to  dissolve 
the  parliament.    The  consequence  was,  that 
the.  whole  kingdom  was  led  to  believe  that 
all  reports  to  that  effect  were  unfounded 
and  premature.     Subsequent  to  this  a  pro* 
clamation  appeared,  hi  which  a  day  was 
tixed  for  calling  parliament  together  for 
dispatch  of  business;  and  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing these  repeated  lussurances,  a  dissolution 
was  announced,  to  the  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment of  the  whole  kingdom.    The  persons 
who  advised    this  measure   had  much  to 
answer  for. — Notwithstanding  the  silence 
pf  the  speech,  be  could  not  avoid  saying  a 
few  words  upon  the  military  measures  to 
which  the  noble  baron  who  preceded  him, 
alluded  with  so  much  satisfaction*     When 
the  ipersoBS  composing  the  present  admi- 
nistration,   lamented    the   inadequacy  oi 
the  measures  of  their  predecessors,  it  was 
naturally  to  be  expected  that  they  had  a 
system  of  more  energy  and  efficiency  to 
propose.    £ut  wliat  did.  they  do  ?  I'hey 
began  with  overturning  the  whole  of  the 
ancient  system  for  keeping  up  tlie  army ; 
they  proposed  measures,  the  instantaneous 
•effect  of  which  was  to  damp  the  spirit  of  the 
volunteers;  they  proposed  measures  which 
were  productive  of  an  enormous  expence. 
ajQd  which,  he  would  venture  to  assert,  had 
entirely  disappointed  even  the  expectatipns 
of  those  from  whom  they  were  supposed  to 
originate.     One    of  their  measures,    the 
Training  act,  was  never  carried  into  e:^e» 
cution  ;  nor  an  attempt  was  made  to  put  it 
in  force.     He  was  glad  there  had  not ;  for 
of  that  measure,  which  bad  been  brouglit 
forward  with  so  much  parade,  and  upon 
which  such  reliance  appeared  to  be  placed, 
he  bad  but  one  opinion ;  namely,  that  it 
was  either  impracticable,  or  that  it  would 
only  be  carried  into  effectwith  a  degree  of 
vexation  and  incopvenience  totally  repug* 
nant  to  the  natural  feeUngs  of  tlie  people. 
—With  respect  to  the  r)egular  recruiting, 
he  wished  to  know  how  far  the  new  system 
liad  been  more  productii^e  than  that  which 
was  ip  improvidently  superseded  by  it. 
What,  thei),  he  would  ask,  had  those  new 
military  measures  produced  ?  it  was  noto- 
rious  that,  the   military  defence  .of   the 
country  was  not  now  near  so  considerable 
ias  it  was  J  2  months  ago.    But  all  these, 
notwithstanding  the  silence^  of  the  speech, 
must  be  the  subject  of  future  discussion  iii 
parliauicut. — Thece  were  also  some  other 


topics  not  alluded  to  in  tlie  speech,  to  which 
he  should  call  the  attention  of  their  lord- 
ships*    lie  would  say  nothing  at  present 
oi  tlie  expeditions  which  sailed  from  the. 
enemy's  ports,  two  of  which  had  committed 
such  devastation  in  the  West  Indies ;  but 
he  could  not  be  silent  on  the  subject  of. 
ihe  expeditions  which  had  been  fitted  out 
from  this  country.     One  of  these  remained 
three  months  in  the  Downs — a  delay  perfect-^ 
)y  inexplicable  to  him,  but  for  which  how- 
ever it  was  possible  ministefs,  when  the  sub* 
ject  came  to  be  discussed,  might  be  able  to 
adduce  suflicient  reasons.    Causes  had  beets 
assigned   for  this  delay  by  rumour  which 
could  scarcely  become  the  subject  of  de- 
bate in  that  house,  but  to  which  he  could 
not  avoid  alluding,     it. had  been  said  that 
dilficulties  had   arisen  in  consequence  oi* 
the  appointment  of  an  officer  to  the  chief 
conunand  of  a  rank  inferior  to  that  from 
which  officers  for  commands  in  chief  were 
usually  taken.     This  was  a  point  which  he 
could  not  argue  in  that  house,  but  when 
such  men  as  general  Spencer,  and  sir  Arthut 
Wellesley,  oificers  who  had  been  engaged 
in  service  in  almost  every  part  of  the  world, 
were  passed  over  in  order  to  give  a  command 
to  an  officer  of  inferior  rank,  it  naturally 
excited  some  surprise,  and  might  not  ex- 
actly accord  with  the  feelings  of  officers  of 
superior  rank,  who  had  been  engaged  in  a 
variety  of  service;  not  that  he  meant  to 
insinuate  that  the  officer  appointed  to  the 
command  to  which  he  had  alluded  was  not 
perfectly  tilted  for  that  situation  by  talents 
and  military  skill.:7--He'Would  next  come 
to  (he  most  material  point  alluded  to  ixx 
the  speech  from  the  throne.     With  respect 
to  thp  disasters   which    had  fallen   upon 
Pri^ssia,  b?  agreed  with  his  noble  friend, 
that  tfaeje  could  be  but  one  feeling  in  the 
house.     With  respect  to  the  cause  of  those 
disasters^  it  was  impossible  that  any  two 
men  cou}d  difier.     It  arose  from  the  nar- 
row policy  in  which  Prussia  had  encircled 
herself.      Had   his  Prussian   majesty,   or 
those  who  advispd  him,  consulted  history, 
they  would  have  discovered  that  they  who 
lent    their  aid  to  havp  others  devoured^ 
would  be  at  last  devoured  themselves.  He 
approved  as  mudh  as  apy  of  )^\%  tpajesty's 
ministers,  of  the  proceedings  nhiph  had 
been  adopted  towards  Prussia  on  account 
of  her  unjust  aggression  .ypon  Hanover, 
and  the  measures  which  sl)e  submitted  to 
against  the  commerce  of  this  country.    He 
approved  also  of  the  manner  in  which  we 
suspended  our  particukr  quarrel,  when  she 
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was  on  the  point  of  being  involved  with 
France,  though  he  could  not  account  for 
the  delay  which  took  place  in  communi- 
cating wiih her.  No  direct  communication 
with  Prussia  appeared  to,  have  taken  place 
until   hostilities  were  on  the  eve  of  com- 


.than  an  attempt  to  entr«{>  this  house,  if 
•such  an  attempt  could  ever  be  successful,^ 
jinto  a  general  approbation  of  the  psat  con- 
duct of  government,  or  a  promise  to  sup*. 
:f>ort  future  measures  without  due  delibera-. 
tion.     But  in  fact  ^is  address  pledges'your. 


mencing.     This  was  to  him  a  subject  of  I  lordships   to  nothing    but  what   appears 
great  regret*     He  lamented  thatacommu-  plainly  on  the  face  of  it,  and  contaiins  no-' 

thing  which  can  preclude  that  free,  fair/ 
and  impartial  discussion,  which  ought- ta 


-nicatioQ  with   her  had   not  been  opened 
sooner;  that  no  disposition  bad  been  mani- 
fested to  assist  or  encourage  her,  when  it 
was  evident  that  a  war  between  her  and 
France  was  not  to  be  avoided,     ft  was  not 
until  October  that  ministers  had  thought 
proper  to  endeavour  to  open  a  communi- 
cation with  Prussia,  and  the  noble  lord 
(Arorpetb),  to  whom  they  confided  this  im- 
portant bvissiou,  than  whom  theycould not 
have  selected  one  more  proper,  was,  from 
the  unhappy  events  ^hich  occurred,  unable 
to  fulfil  it.     Tliey  afterwards  thought  pro- 
per  to  send  out  a  military  mission,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  a  noble  lord(Hutcbin5on), 
a  member  of  that  bouse.    This,  however, 
was'  not  until  3  weeks  after  the  return  of 
the  noble  person  who  had  preceded  him, 
at  a  time  when  it  was  uncertain  whether 
this  expensive  military  mission  would  be 
able  to  dis<^over  the  Prussian  head-quarters 
or  even  find  out  a  port  to  land  in.     As  to 
the  negociation,  he  should  say  nothing  upon 
it,  until  ihe  papers  were  laid  before  parlia- 
ment.     Whatever  difference  of   opinion 
might  exist  as  to  partfcular  parts  of  it,  with 
respect  to  the  main  question  there  could 
be  but  one  general  and  unanimous  senti- 
ment, and  that  was  to  concur  in  giving  his 
majesty  every  support,  that  should  enable 
him  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour  and 
effect.     As  to  the  address  proposed  by  bis 
noble  friend,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
give  it  any  opposition.    He  asseiited  to  it, 
because  it  did  not  pledge  their  lordships  to 
any  of  those  points,  which  might  possibly 
become  the  subject  of  future  enquiry. 

Lord  OrenTilte  rose,  and  spoke  to  the 
following  effect:— In  asking  yoqr  lordships 
t6  support  the  dddress  which  has  just 
been  moved,  I  must  begin  by  assuring  your 
lordships,  that  if  1  claim  for  it  that  general 
approbation  which  I  am  confident  it  will 
obtain  in  this  house^  and  throughout  the 
whole  country,  it  is  precisely  because  it  is 
free  fironi  that  sort  of  ambiguity  which  the 
noble  lord  who  just  sat  down  has  more  than 
insinuated  it  possesses.  The  address  has 
been  conceived  in  terms  which  must  appear 
to  every  one  aDobjectionable,and  no  conduct 
would^  in  my  opinion,  be  more  unworthy 


take  place  on  every  great  public  qjuestion... 
When  I  have  said  this  mucU,  I  think  t  have 
answered  every  word  the  noble  lord  has 
uttered  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  the 
address.     With  respect  to  the  other  topics^ 
to  which  the  ndble  lord  has  alluded^  if  I 
can  feel  any  difficulty  in  answering  thern^. 
it  is  not  on  account  ox  any  argument  which; 
has  been  founded  upon  them,  but  ffom  the^ 
impossibility  of  corapreiiending  how  the^ 
caa  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  present  ques^, 
tion.     However,  laying,  that  consideration 
aside^  since  the  noble  baron  has  tliought 
fit  to  ijntroduce  these  subjects,  And  haar 
pressed  them  so  strongly  on  your  lordships' 
attention,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  Just 
briefly  noticing  them.    The  first  point,  ia 
the  order  of  the  noble  baron's  speech,  was 
a  proposition  which!  was  surprised  to  hear 
cpme  from  the  mouth  of  any  noble  lord  in 
this  house,  namely,  that  you  should  discusa 
whether  his  majesty  had  been  well  or  ill 
advised  in  dissolving  the  last  parliainent  I 
1  do  not,  my  lords,  mean  to  say  that  the 
advisers  of  the  crown  are  not  resJ)onsible 
for  the  advice  they  give,  and  that  their  con-t 
duct  is  not  at  all  times  liable  to  be  Ques- 
tioned by  parliament ;  but  this  I  do  say«  ^ 
that  if  there  be  any  one  branch  of  the  royal 
prerogative  on  which  your  lordships  ought 
to  exercise  a  peculiar  reserve,  it. is  thai 
which  relates  to  the  dissolution  of  paa-lia*- 
ment.     When,  however,  the  noble  lord  obr 
jected  to  that  measure,  I  did  expect  that 
he' would  have  stated  some  reasons  to  provQ 
that  it  was  improper,  before  he  thought  oif 
putting  it  on  his  majesty's  ministers,  -  to 
vindicate  it.     I' shall  riot  dispute  the  noble 
lord's  chronology,  the  accuracy  of  which  I 
am,  however,  not  altogether  disposed  to  ad*» 
mit.    The  noble  baron,  after  a  very  soleipiji 
declaration  of  the  inestimable  value  to  the 
constitution  of  the  prerogative  vested  in  his 
majesty  of  dissolving  parliament,  and  of 
the  free  indisputable  right  which  his  mar 
jesty  has  to  exercise  that  right  at  all  times« 
has  not  scrupled  to  enter  into  a  long  detail 
of  reasons  why  the  prerogative  ought  not  to 
have   been  exercised,  as  it  has  recently 
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been  exercised  by  his  majesty.  T  should  fadve 
been  surprised  at  any  noble  lord  in  the 
bouse  standing  up  in  his  place  to  question 
the  exercise  of  a  prerogative  so  cleurrly  in- 
herent in  his  majesty,  and  so  indubitably' 
useful;  but  that  s,  noble  baron  should, 
after  a  preface  so  magnificent  as  to  the  va. 
lue  of  this  prerogative,  of  its  sacred  qua- 
Kty,  of  its  being  above  all  question — 
make  a  direct  charge  against  his  majesty's 
ministers  for  having  advised  the  exercise  of 
it,  is  really  what  I  cannot  reconcile  with 
any  rules  of  rational  conduct.  For  myself, 
sacred  as  I  bold  every  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  I  feel  that  his  majesty's  servants 
are  emswerable  for  the  advice  which  they 
give  his  majesty  for  the  exercise,  or  for  ab- 
staining from  the  exercise  of  every  one 
of  them.  In  no  case  do  I  conceive  the  ex- 
ercise df  this  undoubted  prerogutive  to 
have  been  more  wise,  more  salutary,  or 
more  attentive,'  on  the  part  of  his  majesty, 
to  the  fipeUngs  o(  his  people,  than  the  disso- 
lution which  lately  took  place.  When  a 
negociation,  by  wbich  his  majesty's  endea- 
vour to  restore  the  blessings '  of  peace,  not 
merely  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  but 
to  the  nation^  of  Europe,  had  failed,  it  was 
surely  a  wise  measure  in  his  majesty  to  up. 
peal  to  the  sense  of  his  people,  to  refer  to 
them  the  conduct  of  his  servants,  and 
thereby  to  call  upon  them  to  pronounce,  in 
tbe  eyes  of  the  world,  their  sense  as  to  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  contest.  If  at 
any  moment  of  our  history  the  exercise  of 
this  prerogative  was  wise,  proper  and  dis- 
creet, it  was  upon  the  late  occasion,  and  the 
empire  has  gained  this  great  and  important 
advantage  from  the  measure,  that  the  de- 
gree of  unanhnity  which  has  been  manifes- 
ted by  the  people  from  one  end  of  the  uni- 
ted kiDgd9m  to  the  other  on  tbe  subject  of 
the  war,  on  the  determination  to  persevere 
in  the  struggle,  on  the  necessity  of  vigorous 
cxfertions,  and  in  the  approbation  of  the 
steps  which  have  been  taken  by  bis  majes- 
ty's servants,  has  given  strength,  confi- 
dence, and  spirit  to  the  government ;  and 
bas  given  a  noble  example  to  the  world  of 
tha  vigour  of  a  people  who  understand 
the  blessings  of  independence,  and  who' 
are  determined  to  maintain  it.  But  the 
noble  baron,  after  disclaiming  all  intention 
of  disputing  the  right  of  his  majesty  to  ex- 
ercise bis  prerogative  at  all  times,  without 
question,  has  not  scrupled  to  say  that,  with 
the  exception  of  one  solitary  instance,  it 
lias  not  been  exercised  since  tlie  year  1715, 
at  shorter  intervals  than  6  years.    I  am 


inclined  to  doubt  tbe  accuracy  of  the  noble 
baron's  chronology.  1  think  that,  upon 
looking  back,  he  will  find  himself  deceived 
in  his  calculation.  But,  however  that  may 
be,  the  fact  of  di>»oIution  at  periods  of  ^ 
sessions,  would  totally  destroy  the  reason- 
ing of  the  noble  baron  ;  for  if  his  majesty 
can  thus  dissolve  unquestioned  at  the  end 
of  6  sessions,  when  the  legal  period  of  the 
parliament  is  7  years,  he  niay  as  well  exor- 
cise the  right  at  the  end  of  4  sessions. 
Or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  his  majesty,  or 
rather  his  ministers,  are  to  be  questioned 
when  this  prerogative  is  exercised  oftei^er 
than  at  intervals  of  six  sessions,  then  the 
prerogative  is  no  longer  of  the  quality 
which  the  noble  baron  has  extolled  so 
highly— a  prerogative  to  be  freely  used  at 
all  times  wlien  his  majesty  judges  it  neces- 
sary to  the  well-being,  or  to  the  safety  of 
the  constitution.  The  rioble  b^iron^s  rea- 
soning is  not  at  all  in  Muison  with  his  facts, 
and  1  think  that  if  the  noble  ford  will  re-« 
fresh  liis  memory,  he  will  find  that  his  facts 
are. not  entirely  in  unison  with  history^ 
Does  n(jt  the  noble  lord  know  that  there 
has  been  such  a  notion  as  triennial  par--, 
liaments  since  the  period  he  quoted  ? 
and  does  he  not  happen  to  know  tti^t  last 
year,'  it  was  in  the  conten>plation  of  a  go- 
vernment with  which  be  was  personally 
connected,  to  dissolve  the  parliament  at 
the  end  of  three  years? — (liear!  hear!) 
This  ]  have  heard,  and  1  (mve  reason 
to  believe  that  the  rumour  is  well-founded^ 
The  noble  baron  next  adverted  to  some- 
thing which  he  wondered  at  not  finding  in 
the  king's  speech.  Something,  it  seenis^ 
he  thinks  should  have  been  said  on  the  im- 
provement of  the  military  force  of  tl>e 
country.  I  am  at  a  loss  to*  conceive  wbal 
the  noble  baron  could  have  expected  to 
be  stated  on  this  subject.  The  wise  mea-^ 
sures  which  were  adopted  in  the  last  session, 
havet>een  followijdiip  with  success  through* 
out  the  connlry,  and  nothing  is  now  wisbeci, 
but  that  the  present  parliament  would 
permit  the  full  and  free  operation  of  tiie 
laws  which  have  already  been  made.  It 
is  this  proper  and  necessary  j>erseverance 
which  the  country  expects  from  parliament! 
With  regard  to  the  tnetisures  which  were 
repealed  by  the  last  parliament,  it  was'  a 
complaint  against  them,  whether  well  or  ill 
founded  I  have  not  now  to  consider,  that 
they  were  in  general  inefficient;  and  it 
was  admitted,  that  if  tiicy  did  occasionally 
add  to  our  military  force,  it  was  at  lie 
expence  of  those  pi-inciples  and  resoarces 
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on  which  the  permanent  strength  of  the 
country   rests*     The  mt^asures,   however, 
which  were  proposed  as  the  substitutes  of 
those  which  Imvc  been  repealed,  are  not  ot 
this  temporary  nature,  and  are  not  to  be 
judged    by  the  success  of  the  moment. 
With  regard  to  the  plan  for  limited  ser- 
vice, it  will  be  recollected,  that  when  it 
came  under  the  consideration  of  your  lord- 
sliipS)  If  did  not  hold  out  any  expectation 
of  grpiat  imm^ediate  advantages  being  deri- 
ved from  it.     I  then  said  of  that  important 
uiea«iire«   that  it  never  would  have  its  full 
ttfect  until  the  sight  of  a  soldier  impressed 
upon  the  peasant  s  mind  the  idea  of  a  ser- 
vice for  7  years,  instead  of  a  bondage  for 
life.     In  this  opinion  I  still  remain,  and  I 
must  jjow  say,  that   whether  it  has  yet 
been  successful  or  not,  he  kxiows  little  of 
human  nature,  and  entertains  views  much 
too  narrow  for  a  statesman,  who  founds 
any  argument  on  the  result  of  the  opera- 
lion  of  this  measune  within  the  few  months 
I      since   it  began  to  be  Carried  into  effect ; 
but  the  bouse  will  recollect  what  was  the 
I      effect  of  the  measure  which  was  repealed, 
'      lo  make  way  for  the  plan  of  limited  ser- 
vice.    When  its  inelliciency  was  objected 
to   at  liie  end  of   9,  of  1?,    and  even  of 
IS  months,  we  we r.e  still  desired  to  wail, 
and    assured  that  its  operation  was  only 
commencing,  and  would  rapidly  improve. 
Is   it    not   rather   singular  then,  that  we 
should  now,  at  the  end  of  a  few  months 
only,  be  called  upon  to  give  an  account  of 
the  success  of  the  plan  for  limited  service  ? 
But  the  merit  of  that  plan  rests  upon  quite 
another  ground,  and  it  is  of  no  importance 
to  form  an  Average  calculation  of  its  result, 
or  to  enquire  whetlier  it  has  produced  more 
men   in   one  month  than  in  another. — I 
ihall  proceed  nour  to  the  next  topic;  for 
the  noble  lord  has  favoured  us  with  a  long 
table  of  cohtents,  of  the  various  chapters, 
which  are  to  be  brought  into  discussion  in 
the  course  of  the  session.     It  seems,  we 
are  to  be  asked,  whether  the  military  force 
for  the  defience  of  this  country,  is  not  now 
less  than  it  was  at  some  former  period.     I 
do  not    understand,    however,    how   the 
coble  lord  proposed  fo  view  this  question. 
If  we  mean,  by  the  force  for  the  defence 
of  the  cotiQtry,  the  number  of  troops  in 
this  island,    that  tiumber,   it  is  obvious, 
ought  to  dippend  not  upon  the  amount  of 
our  disposeaUle  forcls,  but  upon  the  pru- 
dent  use  which  may  be  inade  of  it.     A 
greater  number  Of  troops  migfit  be  Dece?« 
Mry  lor  hooie  defeace  under  utaer  circum* 


stances;  but  if  the  noble  lord  wishes  lo 
institute  a  comparison  with  respect  to  the 
general  force  of  the  British  empire.  I  can 
assure  him«  that  that  force  is  at  tnis  mo- 
ment larger  than  it  ever  was  at  any  former 
period.  With  respect  to  the  volunteers, 
I  am  far  from  concurring  with  the  noble 
lord  in  the  observations  he  has  made  on 
that  description  of  force.  The  regulations 
which  were  adopted  for  that  description  of 
force,  were  calculated  for  its  improvement, 
and  I  cannot  admit,  that  auy  thing  which 
has  been  done  by  parliament,  has  had  a 
tendency  to  damp  their  spirits,  or  check 
their  patriotic  ardour.  The  noble  baroa 
has  remarked,  that  he  has  not  heard  of  tlie 
Training  bill  having  been  any  where  put  in 
force:  if  he  means  by  put  in' ibrcci  that 
the  men  are  not  yet  trained^  it  certainly, 
according  to  his  ideas,  is  not  in  force,  for 
the  preparatory  measures  must  necessa-  ' 
rily  occupy  a  considerable  time  before  the 
training  can  commence;  and  I  am  sure, 
that  to  any  one  who  is  acquainted  witii 
the  nature  of  the  militia  laws  of  this  coun- 
try, the  delay,  which  is  unavoidable  in  a 
measure  of  this  kind,  can  create  no  sur- 
prise* The  act,  however,  has  bi^tio  to 
operate  ;  and  I  can  assure  the  noble  lord, 
that  there  is  not  a  corner  of  the  country 
in  which  it  has  not  already  heen  acted 
upon. — ^llie  next  topic  which  the  noble 
lord  adverted  to,  was  very  remarkable. 
He  thinks  that  his  majesty  should  have, 
been  advised  to  tell  you  (an  advice,  by-the- 
bye,  which  I  think  his  majesty  would  not 
have  been'  easily  prevailed  upon  to  adopt) 
that  a  French  fleet  had  escaped  from  a 
port  of  France,  and  returned  safely  to  that 
country.  In  point  of  fact,  no  French  fleet 
has  returned  safe  to  port,  and  I  ^m  therefore 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  the  noble  lord 
should  wish  his  majesty  to  make  such  a  de- 
claration. As  to  the  escape  of  the  French 
squadron,  to  which  the  noble  lord  alluded, 
from  port,  I  shall  not  enter  into  dny  dis- 
cussion upon  that  point  i  but  if  he  asks 
what  measures  were  taken  to  intercept  it, 
1  will  tell  him  that  every  exertion  was 
made  for  that  purpose^  Can  the  noble 
lord  point  out  any  time  at  which  a.  French 
fleet  ever  was  so  vigilantjy  pursued,  ei- 
ther with  respect  to  the  total  ainount  of 
the  force j  or  to  the  number  of  detach^- 
ments  employed  against  it  ?  If  no  instance 
of  equal  exertion  to  overtake  an  enemy's 
squadron  can  be  found,  this  chapter  ot  his 
enquiries  will  not  suit  the  purpose  of  th^ 
noble  lord  lu  a  tu'.ure  Jt.e:iocl  ot  tl.e  session. 
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9ut  hid  majfsty  has  sent  out  expeditions  at 
An  improper  season  of  the  year  !  The  fioble- 
*lbrd;  pMiaps,  wishes thaihis  majesty  should, 
tell  him  why  and  where  he  has  sent  these 
expeditions;  for  until  he  is  made  acquainted 
•with  those  ctrcums.tanoes,  all  his  arguments 
respecting  the  period  of  sailing  can  have 
*iio  weight.    The  noble  lord  has  also  objec- 
ted to  Uie  appointment  of  certain  comman- 
ders of  these  expeditions;  but  i  must  ap-; 
>peal  to  him,  whether  he  really  thinks  tiiati 
a  sobjitct  which  is  fit  to  be  discussed  in  this, 
^bouse }  -Would  it  be  becoming  or  consti 
'ttttional  m  your  lordships  to  enter  into  ani 
'investigition  of  the  talents  of  certain  ofii-i 
cers,  and  to  enquire  whether  A,  B,  or  C| 
ought  to  be  appointed  to  a  particttlar  com- 
^mand  ?    If,  however,  the  objection  of  the 
•coble  lord  is  only  to  the  rank,  not  to  the 
•ivaat  of  experience  or  talents  in  the  person 
to  whom  he* has  dluded  (General  Craufurd), 
%  is  certainly  very  ill   founded;  peculiar 
•circumstances  in  the  life  of  that  officer  have 
•precluded  him  from  the  rank  to  which,  by 
'his  merit  and  services,  he  was  justly  enti- 
tled.   If  the  noble  lord  thinks  that  it  ought 
lobe  established  as  a  principle,  that  none 
'%ut  oificers  holding  a  certain  rank  ought 
*to  have  the  command  of  an  expedition,  I 
Vwonld  wish  him  to  turn  to  the  page  of 
'Wolfe  or  of  "Nelson.     Had  such  a  principle 
4)een  regarded  by  my  lord  St.  Vincent,  we 
perhaps,  should  not  this  day  have  had  to 
glory'  in  the  battle  of  the  Nile.  Is  there  any 
one  in  this  house  who  will  say  that  this  or 
that  officer  .in  lord  St.  Vincent's  fleet,  who 
beid  a  superior  rank  to  lord  Nelson,  ought 
Ao' have' been  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  French 
expedition  to  Egypt^  or  give  avote  of  cen- 
Bsyelbr  thepreference  which  was  given  to  the 
4iero,  by  whom  the  great  victory  of  the 
Kile  was  achieved  ?    Let  it  not,  therefore, 
belaid,  that  the  officer  alluded  to  is  unfit 
*fo  command  on  account  of  bis  rank.     I  can* 
'Veutiire  to  pledge  myself  that  his  appoint 
ment  will  never  disgrace  those  by  whom 
'bo'was  ohosen,  «ior  prove  disadvantageous 
to  any  eervice  on  which  he  may  be  ^m- 
'^k)yed4«-*I  must  now  take  notice  of  what 
4ia8' fallen  from  the  noble  lord  respecting 
Frassia.    t  assure  him  he  is  very  much 
misinformed  if  he  supposes  that,  previous 
to  the  misston  of  lord  Morpeth,  there  ex* 
ieted  any  means  of  communication  between 
^tfais  country  and  Prussia.    This  assurafice 
I  Btust  repeat  so  as  not  to  be  misund^r- 
,  stood  :  from  the  moment  of  his  tu ujeisty's 
Declaration  against   Prussia,    until    lord 
Moi^tfa  proceeded  to  the  contiuent, there 


remained  for  his  majesty's  government 
means  of  communicating  or  of  acting  in  c< 
cert  with  Prussia.    At  the  same  time,  h 
there  been  any  disposition  in  the  court 
Berlin  to  communicate  with  this  count 
means  were  not  wanting  for  that  purpose 
its  part.   The  Prussian  minister  was  enco 
raged  to  stay  until  tbe  end  of  August,  \vh 
he  was  recalled  by  his  court  purposely  th 
the  communication  through  him  might  i 
longer  exist.     The  noble  lord  then  sure 
does  not  mean  that  we  ought  to  have  sent 
minister  to  Prussia,  when  we  knew  there  w: 
no  disposition  in  the  cabinet  of  that  cuunti 
to  receive  him.  The  plain  fact  is,thatPrussi 
had  gone  on  from  year  to  year,  from  mont 
to  month,  and  at  last  from  week  to  wee 
under  the  same  illusion  as  to  her  safet 
from  France,  and  still  pursuing  the  sam 
selfish  policy,  until  she  found  that  she  wa 
placed  in  a  situation  of  the  most  imminen 
clanger.    Then  she  displayed  as  mucti  pre 
cipitancy  as  she  had  before  evinced  of  in- 
difference to  the  fall  of  Europe,  and  acted 
with  that  want  of  caution  which  had  brought 
on  all  her  disasters.    If  I  state  this  much 
respecting  Prussia,  it  is  not  for  the  purpose 
of  reproaching  that  power,  nor  for  drawing 
a  parallel  between  her  conduct  and  that  ot 
other  countries.     But  as  observations  on 
this  subject  have  been  made  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  withdrawing  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  this  country  from  bis  majesty's 
ministers,  it  becomes  a  duty  I  owe  to  my 
own  character,  and  to  the  character  of  those 
with  whom  I  act,  to  throw  off  all  disguis^, 
and  to  avoid  those  imputations  which  con- 
cealment only  could  sanction.    At  tbe  first 
moment  when  there  appeared  a  senous  dis- 
position   in  Prussia  to    co-operate  with 
Uussia  against  the  common  eoeiny,  bis 
majesty's  ministers  thought  it  their  (luty  to 
shew  that  this  country  would  not  be  want-* 
ing  in  fidelity  to  its  ally,  or  in  any  efforts 
which  might  be  advantageously  made  for 
the  support  of  the  general  safety  of  Europe. 
— But  with  this  su^ect  I  have  done,  except 
as  to  one  point,. which  I  feel  I  ought  to  ad- 
vert to  in  justice  to  the  character  of  others. 
It  has  been  asked,   vrhy  lord   Morpeth 
was  not  sent  on  h^s  omission  uptil  Octo- 
ber, or  if  it  was  riffht  not  to  send  bitu 
untifl  then,  why  ditlhe  not  remain— wjjy 
did  he   return  ih   November?    Why  he 
was  not  sent  uti til  October,.!  think.l  have 
already  sufficiently  explained ;  and  as  to 
the  reason  of  bis  returi|>  I  must  ask)  why 
ought  he  to  have  remained?  Tbe  kingef 
Pruissiadid  not  remain,  his  arufy'didnot 
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remain.  Is  it  tbougbt  that  Idrd  MoTpeth 
oaght,  merely  for  the  glory  of  the  affair,  to 
have  steid  on  the  field  of  battle  >  The 
feet  however,  is,  that  not  only  before  the 
i  battle  of  Jena,  but  even  after  it,  lord  Mor- 
f  peth  found  it  impossible  to  get  any  satis- 
I  factory  answer  from  ^ae  king  of  Prussia  or 
his  ministers  on  the  subject  of  liis  mission. 
I  — With  respect  to  the  late  negociation  at  Pii- 
ris,  the  noble  lord  has,  I  think,  very  properly 
declined'  to  enter  into  any  discussion  on  it. 
He  was  right  in  abstaiiiing  from  any  ob- 
servations on  a  subject  which  will  soon 
come  regularly  under  the  consideration  of 
parliament;  and  1  am  perfectly  disposed 
to  follow  his  example.  All  I  shall  say  is, 
that  I  am  fully  convinced  there  is  not  one 
individual  in  or  out  of  parliament  by  whofn 
peace  is  desired  on  any  other  terms  but 
I  those  which  shall  be  honourable  to  the 
'  country  itself,  and  strictly  consistent  with 
that  fidelity  which  we  owe  to  our  allies. 
If  this  proposition  be  true,  as  i  conceive  it 
is,  then  I  rely,  for  the  justification  of  his 
majesty's  govemmeilt,'  on  the  conclusion 
I  to  be  drawn  from  its  application  to  the 
I  pap^s  which  will  soon  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Whatever  inclination  some  persons  may 
evince ;  ivhatever  efforts  may  be  made  to 
place  his  majesty's  servants  in  an '  unfa- 
vourable' light,  and  to  produce  false  im- 
pressions respecting  their  conduct,  I  ap 
sure  there  now  prevails  throughout  the 
country  a  union  of  sentiment  and  feeling 
hitherto  unexampled  in  any  nation.  The 
people  are  convinced  that  the  times  are 
critical,  and  that  the  dangers  they  have  to 
encounter  are  great ;  but  they  are  also  con- 
vinced that  it  is  only  by  their  own  valour 
and  resolution  that  these  dangers  can  be 
averted.  They  are  convinced,  by  con- 
templating the  ruin  of  that  great  fabric, 
whose  demolished  fragments  are  now  em-* 
ployed  to  injure  us,  that  it  is  only  by 
energy  and  firmness  th£it  this  Country  can 
foe  saved  from  a  similar  ruin ;  they  are  con-^ 
vinced,  that  it  is  not  by  yielding  to  their 
enemyi  bat  by  resistance,  that  they  can 


have  riot  the  less  bfeen  overwhelmed  and 
trampled  on  by  the  cfommon  foe  of  Europe. 
To  have  fallen  after  a  manful  and  honour- 
able struggle,  would  have  been  glorious  to 
Prussisi,  but  her  conduct  will  never  be  imi- 
tated  by  this  country,  which,  in  spirit  as 
well  as  resources,  is  fully  competent  to  the 
contest  in  which  she  is  engaged. 

Lord  Hawkesbuty^  in  explanation,  begged 
leave  to  observe,  that  not  a  word  had  fal« 
len  from  him  in  the  least  disrespectful  to 
lord  Morpeth :  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
the  highbst  opinion  of  that  noble  lord% 
merits ;  and  was  fully  convinced  that  in  the 
execution  of  his  mission  he  had  used  every 
endeavour  that  was  compatible  with  the  na- 
ture of  his  instructions. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor,  rpse  just  as  thfe 
question  was  about  to  be  put,  to  sugcest 
that  a  clause  or  an  amendment  should  be 
incorporated  in  the  address,  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  how  much  their  lordships 
condol|&d  with  his  majesty,  in  consequence 
of  the  loss  his  majesty's  fan>ily  had  recently 
sustained  on  the  continent,  by  the  lamented 
death  of  that  illustrious  man,  their  near 
relation,  the  duke  of  Brunswick.  This, 
was  a  mark  of  respect,  which  h^  thought 
due  to  the  royal  family. 

Lord  Grenviile  said,  that  the  subject  to 
which  the  noble  earl  had  alluded  had  alrea* 
dy  been  under  his  consideration,  and  he 
had  consulted  the  Joi^mals  in  order  to  bb 
satisfied  how  he  ought  to  act,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  such  a  proceeding  as  thit 
suggested  would  be  contratv  to  the  usage 
of  parliament.  From  his  examinatrpn  it 
appeared,  that  there  was  no  instance  pf  * 
an  address  of  condolence  being  presepted 
to  the  sovereign  on  the  daath  of  a  relative, 
not  born  in  this  country,  except  one  to 
queen  Anne,  on  the  deceaise  of  her  hufi-^ 
band^  prince  George ,  of  Denmark ;  but 
that  was  k  particular  case.  It  was  of  imr 
portance  that  ^he  usual  ceremonial  of  par- 
liament should  not  be  departed  from  ;  for 
if  an  address  w^s  in  the  prpseut  instance 
resorted  to,  the  exclusion  of  others  from  a 
sipilar  comt)liment'  wpuld  appear  a  sort  of 
disrespect. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  said  he  was  pet- 
fectly  satisfied,  since  he  knew  that  his  ma- 
jesty's tninisters  had  considered  the  sub- 
j^dt.  He  was  only  afraid  it  might  have  es- 
caped their  attention. 

The  question  was  then  put  op  thfe  nip* 
tipn  for  ^n  JEiddress,  which  was  carried  nem. 
dm.,  and  ii  cpmi^ittf^  was  apppin tied  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  la  tlhe  same.   The  corn- 
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niittee  retiied  profor^^d^  and  returned  with 
tlie,  address^  wbicb»  being  adopted  by  the 
house,  was  orde;r^  to  be.  presented  to  bis 
majesty  to-murrow,  by  the  lords  with 
white  staves. — On  the  motion  of  lord 
Qrenville,  lord  Walsiugbam.  was  re-ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  committees  of  the 
house.— Lord  Grepyille  gave  notice,  that 
on.  Monday  next  he  would  move  the  thanks 
of  the  hpuse  to  sir.  John  Stuart,  and  the 
.troops  under  his  command,  for  the  glo- 
rious victory  obtained  by  them  in  Calabria. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday f  November  ip. 
At  4  o'clock,  Mr.  Quarme,  yeoman 
usher  of  the  black  rod,  appeared  at  the 
bar^..  ^nd  in  the  name  of  the  lords  authori- 
zed by  virtue  of  his  majesty's  commission, 
.required  the  immediate  attendance  of  the 
commons  in  the  house  of  peers,  to  hear 
tlje  commission  read.  The  speaker,  and 
nearly  all  the  members  present,  attended. 
Qn  their  return*  the  speaker  having  decla- 
red that  the  clerk  of  the  house  had,  ac- 
cording to  cbstom,  prepared  a  bill  to  pre- 
vent clandestine  outlawry,  the  bill  was 
read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time.  The  ^rand  committees  for  re- 
ligion, for  grievances,  for  courts  of  justice, 
iind  for  trade,  and  the  committee  of  pri. 
vilegesj  were  appointed,  and  the  due  pow- 
ers given  to  them.  The  customary  reso- 
lutions relative  to  the  term  of .  limitation 
for.  petitions,  complaining  of  undue  re- 
turns to  the  internal  regulations  of  the 
iiouse,  &c.  were  passed. 

JTiCE  LoRD»  Co>lMlSSIOH£R,s'  SPEfiCH.] 

"the  Speaker'  reported,  that  the  house 
&ad  been  at  the  House  of  t^eers,  at  the 
desire  of  tliie  Lords  Coinmissioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  great  seal,  for  opening 
and  holding  this  present  parliament;  and 
that  the  Iprd  high  chancellor,  being  one  of 
the  said  commissioners,  made  a  speech  to 
both  houses  of  parliament,  of*  which,  to 
prevent  mistalees,  he  had  obtained  a 
copy.  He  then  proceeded  to  read  the 
speech  from  the  chair,  for  which  we  refer 
to  our  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
house  of  lords  ^  {see  p,  15).  Af^er  the 
^speaker  had  finished  reading  the  speech, 

/jlie  Hon.  William  Lamb  (son  of  lord 
viscount  Melbourne)  rose*  He  said,  that 
unfortunately  the  gloom  cast  over  the 
.meetii^g  of  parlifiment  by  the  continual 
tion  of  the  disturbance  of  that  system^ 
under  which'  'Europe  had  enjoyed  th^ 
Jii^Hcst  tranquillity  andhappine^i  ^asby 


no  means  .either  novel  or  extraordinary^ 
a  disturbance,  which  sufficient  experience 
had  ascertained,  went  to  tlie  complete  de- 
struction of  ancient  and  venerable  estate^ 
at  least  to  a  degradation  of  them  so  humi- 
liating ,as  to  leave  little  choice  betweea 
that  and  their  compete  destruction*  But, 
although  every  successive  disaster  prepare<l 
the  mind  in  some  measure  for  the  present 
state  of  afiairs  ;  yet  it  was  not  without  the 
utmost  awe  and  inquietude  that  we  could 
be})old  the   period,  so  long  menaced,  at 
length  arrived :  a.  period  when  the  power 
of  the  enemy  was  predominant  and  unlW 
mi  ted  over  the  greater  part  of  Europe, 
and  when  Great  Britain,  with  the  exceptioti 
of  two  powerful    allies;  was  left   uusup^ 
ported  and  compelled  to  rely  for  its  seco. 
rity   on  those  resources,   on    which,   he 
was  confident,  we  might  rely  implicitly— 
the  natural  courage  and  the  unparalleled 
spirit  of  the  people*    It  was  impossible, 
therefore,  not  to  consider  the  meeting  of  a 
new  liritish  Parliament,  under  such  trying 
and   arduous   circumstances^  as    a  most 
important    events      Their     dehberatioos 
would  be  looked  to  by  their  country,  by 
their  enemy,  and  by  their  allies,  with  tbe 
utmost  anxiety.    By  their  country,  witU 
the    expectation    that    their  proceedings 
would  be  distinguished  by  consistency  and 
resolution;  by  their  enemy,  with  the  hope— - 
disappointed  as  he  trusted  it  would  prove 
— that  in  their  councils  miglit  be  detected 
an  auspicious  prognosiic  of  alarm^  waver- 
ing,, and  disunion  ;  by  their  allies,  with  the 
anticipation  of  increasing  confidence  and 
co-opf ration.-«^In  his  majesty's  most.gr£^<> 
cious  speech,   which  had  just  been  read 
from  the  chairi  their  attention  was  princi* 
pally  drawn  to  two  topics.  The  first  was  the 
fruitless   Negociation  with  France.     No- 
thing could  be  further  from  his  intention 
than  to  touch  on  any  sul^ect  which  in  tl\e 
remotest  degree  might  tend  to  revive  poli- 
tical differeuqes,  now  almost  lost  in  tlie  di- 
sastrous events  in  which  we  were  so  nearly 
interested;  but  he  thought,  without   any 
hazard  of  such  a  revival,  he  might  say,  . 
whether  the  paciiic  system  so  strongly  re* 
commended  during  the  last  war  was  prac- 
ticable or  not,  that  when  the  advocates  for 
that  system  came  into  power,  it  .was  at  .a 
time  when  their  hopes  of  carrying  that 
system  into  effect  ihust  have  been  conside- 
rably diminished*    In  the  event  of  peace 
with  France,,  ia»d    of  tlie  mediation   pf 
other  powers,   to  produce  that  event,  ^t 
was   a^^ssary,  iiuiispeasa^ly   |ieces$ary» 
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that  we  sboilld  be  strong  oonelves,  an^ 
backed  by  strong  and  formidable  allies  and 
mediators,  to  wbom  we  might  make  an  ef- 
fectuai  appeal,  and  from  whom  "we  might 
expect  effectual  •assistance.    To  go  to  war 
might  be  merely  the  effort  ef  despair,  but 
to  becfooae  a  mediator  and  aj  abritrator 
among^  nations,  required  strength  to  sup- 
port the  awatd.    it  followed,  therefore, 
that  although  at  an  earlier  period  France 
might   have  been  successfully  resisted  by 
the  pafwuance  of  a  pacific  system,  yet  it 
becanoe  a  far  diflferent  case  when  so  many 
rivals  lay  at  her  mercy ;  when  their  resour- 
ces were  exhausted;  when  their  territo- 
lies    were  dismembered ;    when  their  ar- 
mies Kvere  overcome ;  and  when  their  spi- 
rits were  abashed  and  dismayed  before  the 
overwhelming    superiority    of   France.*— 
Under  these  inauspicious  circumstances,  so 
little  calculated  to  produce  a  pacific  dispo- 
Mtion  oir  the  part  of  France,  or  to  induce 
a  corresponding  inclination  on  the  part  of 
other  powers;  under  these    inauspicious 
circumstaoces,  the  negociatioi)  was  begun. 
h  was  begun  because  ministers  advised  his 
majesty  to  take  advantage  of  the  opening 
presented  by  the  enemy ;  because  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  endeavour  to  put  a 
stop  to  Uiose  encroachments  of  which  ex- 
perience had  too  faially  shewn  that  a  state 
of  hostility  was    the  increaser;  and  be- 
cause it  was  so  desirable  aiT  object  to  col- 
lect what  might  be  termed  the  relics  of  the 
continent,  and  by  peace  give  to  various 
powers  tbe  opportunity  of  recruiting  their 
strength,  with  a  view  to  future  exertions 
lor  self-liberation  firom  the  oppression  un- 
der which  they  groaned.     But  it  was  soon 
discovered   that  if  any  peace  consistent 
with  tlie  honour  of  this  country  could  be 
made,  France  would  soon  find  it  her  inte- 
rest to  break  it,  or  at  least  to  indulge  in  far- 
ther aggrandizements,  which  must  eventu- 
ally lead  to  its  rupture.     His  majesty's  mi- 
nisters, therefore,  having,  in  the  first  place, 
so  far  relied*  on  the  good  sense  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  that  they  would 
fiot  allow  themselves  to  be  buoyed  'up  by 
ialse  liopes,  made  the  attempt  at  pacifica- 
tion ;  but  finding  that  those  terms  alone  on 
which  a  peace-  ought   to  be  concluded, 
could  not  be  obtained,  they  preferred  war, 
with  all  its  calamities  and  burthens,  to  a 
peace.which,  by  the  abandonment  of  our 
allies,  mustieyentually  xprove  more  destruc- 
tive to  the  country  than  successive  years  of 
active  warfare.     This  attempt,  however, 
loffici^tly  shewed  the  jitacific  disposition 


of  Great  Britain,  and  the  restlessness  and- 
inquietude  of  France.  His  majesty  Ixad 
been  graciously  pleased  to  order  the  pa'pers 
relative  to  the  negociation  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  house.  It  would  therefore  -be 
premature  to  enter  into  any  minute  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  bu^  assuredly, 
enough  had  appeared  in  the  partial  state^ 
meut  of  the  enemy  to  prove  the  equivoca- 
tion, the  insincerity,  and  the  subtlety  t6 
which  they  had  the  meanness  to  resort, 
and  the  true  wisdom,  the  ability,  and  the. 
plain  manly  good  sense j  by  which  that 
equivocation,  that  insincerity,  and  that 
subtlety  were  combated.  Enough  had 
been  discovered  to  make  the  house  confi- 
dent, that  when  the  whole  of  the  transac- 
tion was  h\r]j  on  the  t;able,  it  would  indu^ 
bitabiy  appear  that  the  best  means  had 
been  taken  for  security  against  the  further 
aggrandisement  of  the  enemy ;  that  no- 
thing had  been  abandoned  which  Ought  ^ 
have  been  retained  ;  that  |he  interests, 
neither  of  the  continent,  nor  of  our  own 
country,  had  been  endangered;  and  that 
not  a  particle  of  honour  had  been  Com* 
promised.  On  this  high  ground,  havmg 
made  every  reasonable  concession  for 
peace,  yet  at  the  same  time^  mEuntainii^ 
the  dignity  of  Great  Britain  unimpaired, 
ministers  had  a  right  to  claim  their  most 
honourable  reward,  the  support  of  thift 
bouse  and  the  approbation  of  their  coun- 
try. The  failure  of  the  negociation  had, 
it  was  too  well  known,  produced  a  sene^ 
of  most  disastrous  events,  succeeding  each 
other  with  unexampled  rapidity.  In' the 
present  state  of  circumstances,  it  was  uJt* 
necessary,  perhaps  it  might  be  ungenerous, 
to  comment  op^  the  conduct  of  Prussia, 
which  bad  led  to  that  state ;  bu^  at  least, 
it  was  some  satisfaction  to  know,  that  ho«^- 
ever  desirous  the  British  government  might 
be  to  afford  every  assistance  to  the  king  of 
Prussia,  they  were  in  no  degree  responsibly 
for  the  proceedings  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Prussian  war,  or  for  the  manner  ia 
which  that  war  was  carried  oh.  If  our 
eyes  were  directed  to  another  Quarter,  it 
would  reasonably  be  permitted  us  to  hope, 
that  although  Russia  might  not  be  able  to  re? 
conquer  kingdoms,  and  te-G$tablish  thrones ; 
she  might  yet  have  the  power  of  setting  a 
bounds^ry  to  that  inordinate  ambition  which 
had  ^wallowed  up  every  government  within 
its  reach.  From  the  contemplation  of 
foreign  affairs,  which  he  allowed  wascoiBi« 
paratively  painful,  he  would  tuth  to  that 
whichever  had  aiOforded,  which  did  a^rdp 
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•ml  wbicb  he  trusted,  ever  wotfld  aibrd, 
a  most  pleasing  picture ;  «  pietiure,  which 
the  contrast,  rendered  mure  pleaaiog;.  be 
nefi^t  the  iotereal  statQ  of  Great  Britain. 
On  the  blessiop  which  wc  enjoyed,  it  was 
uooecedsary  to  expatiate;  they  were  justly 
WHierstoodr  they  were  fully  apprepiaied, 
they  w^re  warmly  and  eothuMaetically  be. 
iQvedy  not  by  that  house  alone^  or  by  the 
^  aupevior  classes  of  society,  bat  b^  a  great 
9S«jority  of  the  meanest  and  laost  illiterate 
^  the  people.  Dc^wer  did  the.  menaces  of 
|he  enemy  reader  these  blessings;  not* 
iviihstandingth^t  the  acknowledged  supe- 
fiority.  of  our  navy,  the  bravery  of  our 
UTmyf  ^6  t^e  high  and  united  ^irit  of  our 
popuijitioEit  warr^iuM  us  in  setting  those 
ineiiace$  at  defiance.  As  to  the  enemy's 
tttcpnpts  to  destroy  or  injure  the  commerce 
l»f  Great  Britain,  he  flattered  himself,  that 
those  hopes  would  be  completely  disap- 
ypinted  >  and  tliat,  secure  ,in  our  capital 
41^  our  credjf,  w.e  niight  deride  the  vain 
effi»rts  of  an  implacable  foe.  •  Adverting  to 
Ihal  part  of  bis  majesty's  speech,  in  which 
the  necessity  of  enduring  gieat  burthens 
was  laaiented,  he.  observed  that,  deeply  as 
ib^  weight  of  those  burthens  must  b&felt, 
]p»  was  conviaeed  that  with  that  feeling 
^pttl4  b^mingled  throu^ut  the  country 
a  &rm  eo&vietioti  of  the  oec^sity  wbkh  ex- 
i^^  of  imposing  them,  of,  bearing  them 
ivith  good  humoun  and  of  «iiakin|  those 
sacrifices  which,  under  the  pms^nt  eircum^ 
ataiices^  a. great  nation  was  called  upon. to 
SttaJ^e.  With  these  advantages,  he  could 
Mt  believe  that  the  house  would,  for  a  mo- 
icaeBtt  heutate  in  adoptiag  the  only  line  of 
conduct  wbiohy  as  it  appeared  to  him,  they 
^ould  with  propriety  pur^,  namely,  to 
]^le4|$s  themselves  to  meePthe  exigencies 
of  this,  great  crisis  with  firmness,  and  to 
9)ake  provision  foroalling  the  strength  of 
^  eotintry.  into  energetic  exertion.     We 

flight  tiien  oppose  the  enemy  with  a  con- 
denoe  Mt  vague  or  baseless^  bat  founded 
9B  the  solid  grounds  of  a  real  and  ex* 
l0i)sive  force,  directed  by  experience  add 
frisdiotn^  and  determined  if>  %bt  to  the  last 
^tremity  for  the  happiness  and  honour 
ivhieh  Great  Britain  had  to  preserve,  and 
ligainst  the  misery  and  disgrace  which  ^e 
^  had  to  avert--«7L'he  hon.  gjeuuconclud^dwitb 
Hioving, "  That  an  humble  address  be  presen- 
ted to  bis  majesty,  to  return  his  majesty  the 
that>ki»  ol  this  house*  for  the  most  graeious 
speech  which  the  lords  eommissloners  have 
read  tf>  us  by  his  mf^sty>  tomiriand  >  to 
^ssilte  Mft  m^^ty^i  that  hisftathfiiLfiom- 


nieiis  embrace,  wkh  the  utmost  sutisfiM^ioii, 
the  first  opportunjity  of  hombly  testtiyisg 
to  his  majesty  those  sentiments  of  duty 
and  attachment  to  his  majesty's  person  and 
government,  and  4>f  zeal  for  the  honour  of 
bis  crown,  and  the  interests  df  his  doiiii-> 
nions^  which  will  uniformly  direct  all  their 
proceediogs*:— To  offer  to  his  majesty  our 
bumble  thanks  for  having  directed  to-be 
laid  before  us  copies  of  the  papers  whieh 
have  been  exchanged  in  the  course  of  the 
late  negociation V  with>  France,  which  tre 
will  not  fail  to  take  intootir  most- serious 
considerations  to  express  to  his  majest^r 
our  firm  convictioo,  thatage&eralaod  per» 
manent  tranquillity 'oau  oi»ty  be  eslablishexi 
on  terms  eonsistent  with  the  honoop  of 
his  mi^esty'screwn,  with  the* ibtereets  of 
his  loyal  ^people^  and  with  that  inviolable 
£ood  faith  totwards  bis  mi^esty's  aHies,  by 
which  the  conduct  of  this  cduntry  has 
always  been  distinguished  r-^That  we  deep^ 
ly  and  sincerely  regret,  iba this  .majesty's 
benevolent  endeavours  to  obtain  this  de^ 
sirable  end  should  have  beto  dissfipointed; 
and  that*  in  the  same  moment,  a  fresh  war 
should  have  been  kindled  in  Europe^  the 
progress  of  which  has  been  attended  with 
the  most  calamitous  events:*^ That  ire 
learn,  with  regret,  that  no  adequate  satis<- 
faotion  had  been  ofi(ra*ed  to  bis  majesty  by 
Prussia  for  those  aggressions  whieh  liad 
plfused  the  two  countries  in  a  state  of  mu- 
tual hostility ;  but  that  we  sincerely  a{iplaud 
his  majesty's 'gpnerous  resolution,  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  might  be  best  Gidculateci 
to  unite  the  councils  and  interests  of  the 
two  powers  against  the  odmmou  etiemy  :^^ 
That  we  observe, .  with  sincere  pleasure, 
that,  in  the  midst  of  the  disastrous  events 
which  have  followed,  and  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances,  the  good  iatChofbis 
majesty's  allies  has  remained  unshaken  ; 
that  the  conduct  of  the  king  of  Sweden  has 
been  distinguished  by  the  most  honourable 
firmness ;  and  that  the  faiappiest  uAk)a  con«* 
tinues  to  subsist  between  his  majesty  and 
the  emperor  of  Russia  :-«-That  we  trust 
these  reciprocal  proofs  of  good  Mth  will 
have  the  happy  effect  of  strengtheaing  and 
confirming  an  alliebce  which  afll»rds  the 
best  remaining  hope  of  safety  for  the  corK 
tinent  of  Europe :"— That,  whilst  we  bc^ 
knowledge,  with^ratttude»  the  gracious  ej&K 
pressions  of  cofcicem  with  whieh  his^rasi-i 
jesty  observes  the  nedessity  oi  adding  to 
the  public  bttrtheas,  add  siucsrely  partak« 
in  the  same  sentiment^  We  humbly  bi^  leave 
to  ftisuie  his  ^migesfy,  tliii  wis  n^iU,  i^ts 


Dinitiyprl  h\^ 


Google 


49]     PAUL.  DfiBATBS,  Dtc.  I9,  180fi.-^!r&e  Lord$  Cmim^Umeri Sfmk.      ^f 


di  ooc8Biaii8»  catefuUy  keep  iti  vl^w  tfaip 
wiihei  which  Ins  majesty's  paternal  good- 
D«ss  bai  i&dueed  hie  majesty^to  express,  pi 
oombinmg  a)l  practicable  economy  -  with 
(Ikrc  eflbrte  Vi^hich  it'is  necessary  to  make 
ifsmst  the  formidable  and  increasing  power 
of  the  enemy  :-^Tbttt  we:  are  impressed 
vitb  tbe  deepest- sorrow  at  the  long  series 
of  misfortoue  which,  has  afflicted  the  con«- 
tioeot  of  £urope,  and  which  could  not  fail 
to  aflect  in*  some'  degree,  many  important 
interests  of  this  country  $  but  that  we  ob. 
serve,  with  tbe^  truest  pleasure,  that  the 
pnt  sources  of^-^otir  national  prersperity 
i»ve  remained  unhnpaired-i-^Thst  we  feel 
tite  utmost  confidence,  that/  under  every 
(iilBealtyr  his  majesty  will  still  have  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  witnessing  an  inefeasing  energy 
nd  firmnesB  on  the  part  of;  his  people; 
vKi  tbst  the  valour  and  discipline  of  his 
majesty's  fleets  and  armies  willcontinoe  to 
be  displayed  With  the  same  undiminished 
lustre  which  has  distinguisbed  them  daring 
tbe  whole  of  the  present  contest  :*^That, 
vitii  these  advantages^  and  with  an  hntnble 
irat  firor  <reliafioe  «n  the  protection  and 
wpport  of  Divine  Providence,*  We- are  pre- 
IHffed^  to"  meet  all  the  exigencies  of  the 
pnsetit  crisis;  and  to  second,  to  the  utmost 
^  tmr  power^  the*  paternal  efibrts  of  his 
^i^ty,  to  stcure  the  honour  and  tnde^' 
peadeace  of  tlie  British  crown,  .and>  the 
P'ocperity  and  freedomof  his  brave  and  at- 
fetioftste  piBople/' 

Mr.  JtOkti  Smtkf  in  ri^it^  to  second  the 

*^ren,  observed  that,  in  the  preseirt  crisis, 

^st  a  period  so  big  with  new  and  extra- 

««diosry  events  J  die  satisfaction  whidi  bis 

«»j«ty  Was' pleased  to  orpress  «t  meeting 

^  p^lsunent,   miist  be  equally  felt  by 

^'•fy' member  of  that  Kouse  ;   for  there 

^t  VFAs^  a  moment  t^hen  ^  the  •  collective 

^^*^<loiB  of  parliament  was  tnore  imperiously 

^"^^  for,  than  in  the  present  unexampled 

^te  of  public  affdfs  :  and  he  was  persua- 

M  that  the  ddiberations  of  that  house 

•ould  be  so  ccmduttted  as  to  merit  the 

••t^Menoe  tvhich  his  majesty  Imd  been 

^oKiwify  please  t^  nepose  in  them.  The 

J^iwenuist  see  with  concern,  that  his  ;ma^ 

Ij'y^feoeilt  ettdeavours^to  restore  peace 

^^«ib|ecls^  had  b^ti  disappointed  by 

««  Muie  of  the  late  negociation ;  and 

^(&iisl  r^cdgaiea  ih  thii  proceeding  of 

«•  oujetbr,  the^  sattie  benevolent  disposi- 

^  whi^'had  W)  often  led  his  maj^jsty  in 

^<uii«taDett   ^aily   discouraging,     to 

J^  oomeaua  aUtlried  td  put  atiend  to 

^aiaiaititai  of^lralv^Htefittl«|jels^  having 


ordered  lAie  papers  relative  to  the  late  tffr* 
gociatibn  to  be  laid  before  tbe  house,  it 
would  be  premature  to  enter  into  the  die*. 
CTissiou'  of  the  subject.  They  would^  ^il 
course,  have  an  early,  oppoftunity  of  dotijg 
so.  But  from  the  state  of  that  transac^on, 
published  by  the  enemy,  false  aad  muttk^ 
ted  as  it  had  been,  he  thought  he  might 
veuture  to  pronounce,  that^tbe  good  ^aitb, 
sincerity,  and  plain,  dealing  of  those  noblft 
persons  to  whom  his  majesty  entrusted  tilt 
conduct  of  the  n^ciation,  were  no  Inaa 
conspicuous  than^  the  insincertfy,  :doiibls 
dealing,'  and  duplicity,  almost  approachtag 
to*  chicanery,  of  the  French  negociittois. 
In  the  one,  was  plainly  maniiiested  BnCislk 
rectitude  and  British  character;  in;  the? 
other,'  tKat  evasive  aad' varying  policy 
which  had  been  the  never^&ding  jdt^afmo^ 
t^ristic  of  FVench  negociation^  in  aU  tisMa 
and  under  all  circumstances,  indeed  ithere 
could  be  no  greiat expectation  of  afavouraSle- 
result,'  when^  at  the  veiy  moment  that;tte 
French  government  were  making  the  most 
pacific  professions,  they  were  taking  thost 
very  measurer,  which,  «s  hi^  majesty  baa 
been  pleased  to  inform  xls^  compelled. the 
king  of  Prussia  to  engage  iu  thatcalamitoiia 
struggle,  the-  consequenbe  of »  wbiah^  W9 
must  all  deplore.  This  resistance,  whiohoat 
first  sight  seemed  ill  advised,  and  ill  tiooed^ 
appeared  now  to  have  been  the  rasult  nf 
imperious  circumstances.  France  demaMK 
ed  of  Prussia,  not  only  the^sacrlfice  of  (faer 
trade  and  commeree,  and  theditaoltttion^ 
her  best  and  wisest  aHtances,'buteeMiott* 
of  territory  were  insisted  upon,  evsdenlly 
calculated  to<weakenr  her  barriers, i«nd>i« 
the  final  result  to  render  resistance  itnpesM 
sible,  and  to  compel  that  unhappy  country 
to  submit  without*  the  power  ^f  :stfiktn$4i 
blow.  I^r  fate»  if  it  could  now  <^>enxte^ 
as  a  waniing  to  Europe,  flight  to  be  felt  as 
an  encouragement  to  Gretat  Britain,  whose 
conduct  bad  been  thit  coavplete  isevette) 
and  whose  magnanimity  hitd  hitherto  pre* 
served  her  power  undittiinisbedi  >W«  kiist 
^een  Prussia,  almost  from  the  cooiMewcse* 
ment  of  the  French  net^olution,  cmikch  to 
every  one  of  those  despots^  under  Whom 
the  country  had  by  turns  <fallen^  and  thia, 
toO)  at  times  when  the  exertion  c^  best 
Armsv  in  the  common  c«use  might  hat« 
turned  the  scale,  and  insfiktfBd  the  4elhretM 
ance  of  £«il-ope.  'A»d,  wbat/hadheenthii 
effect  of  he)^>base  and  lal^eot  aubmisaionil 
Driven  to  oootend,  aiogle<i'hand«d,  wicli 
the  whole  force  of  the-'onenfyv  9Xk4  o^eiw 
whelmeigy  i^  ftarfedi  IbrMimi^  with  a  m» 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


49^:     PARL.  DEBATES,  Dsc;  I9,  l$06.^Tke  Lords  Comnmrioner^f  Spekhi      [«« « 


{ndxty  tttieqtialled  even  in  modem  times ; 
imd  at  last  to  fill  the  cup  of  h^r  misery,  in 
tlw  anitwer  of  tbe  French  governmeht  to 
the  manifesto  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  .who 
to  a  generous  foe  would  now  be  an  object 
of  compassion,  tliat  nnhappy  monarch  is 
cruelly  and  insolently  taunted  with  the  de- 
nading  submissions  and  temporizing  po- 
Jucy,  which  his  unfeeling  tyrants  bad  so 
long  exacted  from  him.  In  the  midst  of 
these  disasters,  it  was  truly  consolotary  to 
ioA  tlmt  the  king  of  Sweden  and  tbe  em- 
peror of  Russia  were  animated  with  such 
JBst  views  of  their  duty  and  their  interests. 
And  the  houae  would  doubtless  attend  to 
^  Ihe  recommendation  of  his  majesty,  to  cul- 
.  trnte*  and  support  a  close  connexion  witli 
l^o^e  powers.  With  regai'd  to  ourowh 
articular  situation,  it  was  evident  that  in 
•contest  so  important,  and  for  the  preser* 
Votion  of  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  us, 
we  must  necessarily  be  called  upon  to  sup- 
port additional  burthens.  But  it  was  with 
•xireme  satisfaption,  indeed,  that  he  heard 
that  part  of  hts  majesty's  speech  which 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  the  most  eco- 
BoinicaS  use  of  pur  resources.  Tbe  attack 
wjf  the  enemy  was  now  openly  aimed  at,  the 
vtl&ls' of  the  country.  In  defence  of  these 
the  country  was  ready,  nay,  desirous  to 
9iake  whatever  sacrifices  were  necessary; 
butt  with  a  view  to  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  of  the  speedy  termination  of  which 
ao  one  could  now  indulge  a  hope,  tbe  care- 
U  application  of  our  resources  and  means 
^f  defence,  was  more  than  ever  become  an 
kidispensable  duty,  and  he  was  happy  to 
Miev«,  one  of  the  favourite  objects  of  the 
noble  lord  (H*  Petty)  now  below  him*  The 
flourishing  state  of  the  revenue  and  of 
public  credit,  must  be  a  source  of  exulta- 
tion, in  the  present  state  of  Europe. .  He 
Ikought'he  might  venture,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  to  attribute  it  to  the  wise  and 
vigorous  syst^B  of  finance,  established  l^y 
that  immortal  statesman  (Mr.  Pitt),  whose 
loss  was  so  deeply  deplored,  whose  virtues 
were  iikleiibly  engraven  on  the  hearts  of 
Ihs  countrymen,  and  whose  splendid  talents 
iNrould  be  the  admiration  of  posterity.  But 
be  w&s  far  from  wishing  to  withhold  bis 
tribute  of  applause  from  thpse  who  had 
succeeded  him,  and  who  had  manfully  and 
vigotousiy  upheld  and  supported  his  sys- 
tem of  £nance»  With  regard  to  the  state 
of  our  cotnmerce,  it  must  be  expected  that 
partial  inconvenieooie?  would  be  suffered, 
at  a  momeM  when  the  whole  power  and 
ioff^^  tif.the^eoemy  were  dirept^  ^gaipstit: 


but  we  had  his  majesty's  assnrance  that  the 
main  sources  of  our  prosperity  were  uu^ 
impaired,  and  he  might  venture  to  say* 
would  loug  continue  so,  notwithstanding 
tbe  present*,  blockade  of  the  British  isles. 
A  blockade  by  a  country  who  had  hardly 
dared  to  tru^t  a  ship  out  of  the  proitection 
of  their  batteries,  against  a  country-whick 
commanded  the  seas,  and  could,  if  it 
thought  fit,  intercept  the  commerce  of 
the  whole  world.  The  arrogance  of  thia 
threat  of  blockade  could  only  be  equalled 
by  its  absurdity.  The  conseqoedce  of  the 
declaration  only  had  been  well  described^ 
by  a  person,  whom  it  might  hardly  be  de^ 
corous  to  name  in  that  house,  by  the  vassal* 
kiug  of  Holland.  He,  in  his  address  ta 
his  unfortunate  subjects,  himself  told  thens 
that  the  prohibition  of  the  trade  of  neutraki. 
would  give  a  death-blow  to  tbea)ready-ex«» 
piring  commerce  of  Holland. — ^With  re- 
gard to  the  general  situation  of  the  coun^^ 
try^  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
spirit  and  vigour  of  the.  people,  were  fully 
equal  to  any  situation  ib  which  they  could 
be  placed;  and  he  had  observed  with  ad* 
miration,  the  firmness  aud  fortitude  witb. 
which  they  had  supported,  all  the  expence^ 
of  the  war,  aud  all  the  pressures  of  the 
times;  and  that  ardour  and  promptitude 
which  they  had  uniformly  manifested  ia 
defence  of  their  country  and  constitution* 

Mr.  Canning  declared  that  he  never  rose 
with  more  lively  sensations  of  anxiety  thaa 
on  the  present  occasion,  both  because  he 
felt  ,the  unparalleled  importance  of  th^ 
crisis,  and  the  duty  which  bpund  him*  in 
common  with  every  member  of  the  house^. 
and  every  subject  of  the  r^ilm,  to  atate 
his  real  opinion  of  the  situation  of  our 
affairs,  and  of 'the  best  means-  which  re« 
mained  for  their  extrication  from  tbe  peril 
in  which  they  were  involved.  But  in  doing 
this,  the  greatest  difficulty  was  to  avoid 
that  which,  above  all  other  things,  be  waa 
most  solicitous  to  avoid  ;  namely*  to  ap* 
I^ear  to  damp  the  spirits  of  the  country  at 
a  period  when  it  was^so  necessary  that 
firmness  and  confidence  should  prevail.  He 
begged,  therefore,  that  tbe  house  would 
be  candid  enough  to  believe  him,  wl^e^  he 
declared,'  that  he  entertained  a  perfect  <^nd 
sincere  confidence-— a  confidence  founded 
not  on  rashness,  but  on  tbe  most  mature 
refiection-7-a  confidence  founded  pi)  tbe 
experience  of  the  past,  on  tbe  review  of 
the  present,  and  on  ttie  Antic^at\op  of  tte 
future— that  thcyre  existed  in  this  WJuntrjr 
resources   amply  ^uffici^t.  to  \i^^\  9sA 
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brave. all  tbe  difficult  struggles,  and  to 
avert  all  the  im|>eodiDg  dangers  with  which 
we  could  possibly  be    threatened.      He 
trusted,  that  all  which  it  might  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  say  in  the  course  of  the  ob- 
servations which  he  should  take  the  liberty 
of  submitting  to  the  house,  might  be  con- 
sidered with  a  reference  to  this  declaration. 
I>ut,  with  whatever  confidence  he  felt  him- 
self justified  in  looking  to  the  resources  of 
the  country,  he  also  felt  how  incumbent  it 
was   on  bim  and   on  tbe  bouse  to  look 
seriously  to  the  situation  of  the  country, 
to  examine,  to  deliberate,   and  to  deter- 
mine, whether  all  that  had  passed  in  tbe 
conduct  of  the  state  had  been  without  error, 
or  whether  some  reflections  on  what  had 
been  done,  might  not  have  a  favourable 
influence  on  what  was  jstill  to  do.    Assu- 
redly  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  man,  who 
had  turned  his  attention  more  particularly 
to  public  affairs,  even  of  such  an  humble 
individual  as  himself,  to  throw  out  sugges- 
tions to  government  without  the  slightest 
intention  of  thwarting  it,  or  ulthout  the 
most  remote  feeling  to  tbe  members  of 
which  it  was  composed.  For  many  of  those 
members  he    professed  to  entertain   tbe 
highest  consideration.     Were  it  possible 
that  it  should  enter  into  tbe  imagination  of 
any  man,  at  such  a  crisis  as  the  present,  to 
set  himself  to  a  perverse  opposition  to  go- 
vern meut,  he  must  be   thought  not  only 
insensible  to  public  affairs  as  they  tben 
stood,  but  to  all  that  had  passed  under  a 
late  administration;  the  history  of  tbe  15 
last  years  of   which,   sufficiently  shewed 
that  was  not  the  course  of  opposition  that 
ought  to  be  pursued,  or  that  was  likely  to 
produce  beneficial  effects;  he  alluded  to 
the  conduct  during  the  last  war,  of  tbe 
gentlemen  who  then  sat  on  tbe  bench  which 
he  and  his  friends  now  occupied.  Both  the 
hon.  proix>ser  and  tbe  hon.  seconder  of  the 
address  (and  here  be  begged  leave  to  re- 
mark the  distinguished  performance  at  the 
present  time,  and  the  flattering  promise  for 
tiie  future,,  which  their  speeches  afforded) 
dwelt  on  the  necessity  of  unanimity.    Un- 
questionably the  situation  of  the  country 
was  calculated  to  produce  unanimity.    But 
of  unanimity  there  were  different  degrees. 
There  was    a  descripticri    of   unanimity 
which  blinded  every  man*s  Judgment  to 
every  tbin^^. that  was  wrong,  and  thus  made 
himibe  passive  instrument  of  any  ministry » 
But  there  was  another  and  a  superior  spe 
cies,.  the  professor  of  which,  while  he  in- 
sisted OB  his  right  to  inyestij^^te  measuiesy!' 


and  consider  resnUe*.  would  yet  give  lii|$ 

cordial  support   to  the    government,  ia 
spite  of  the  eirors  to  which  he  would  not 
allow  himself  to  be  wilfully  blind.     If  at 
any  time  this  latter  course  of  proceeding 
was  justifiable,    when   the  judgment   of 
every  man  who  possessed  any  judgment 
ought  to  be  exercised,  it  was  the  present. 
Tlie  situation  of  tlie  country  divided  itself 
into  two  considerations,  our  relative  situat- 
tion  to  the  world,  and  our  internal  situa* 
tion.    WithTegard  to  tbe  former  it  was 
impossible  that  any  thing  more  just  or 
more  eloquent  could  be  said  upon  it,  than 
what  liad  been  said  by  the  hon*  mover  of 
tbe  address*    With  regard  to  the  latter,  it 
Afforded  matter  for  deep  meditation.    A 
new  parliament  had  been  assembled^   and 
they  were  now  for  the  first  time  about  to 
review  tbe  transactions  of  an  administra^. 
tion,  composed  of  nicn  of  great  talents^ 
who  entered  upon  office  not  ten  months 
ago,  witli  this  particular  and  distinct  de-* 
claratiou,  that  all  those  who  had  preceded 
them  had  been  in  tbe  wrong ;  that  they  had 
clubbed  the  battalion;"  that  every  thing 
required  correction  and  amendment ;   that 
nothing  was  in  its  place;  that  our  resources 
were  exhausted,  our  credit  destroyed,  our 
faith  violated,  and  that  we  were  unable  to 
maintain  our  own  rank  among  the  nations  of 
Europe,  much  less  to  assist  others  in  re- 
gaining that  which  belonged  to  them.  What 
followed  ?  At  the  end  often  months,  these 
very  gentlemen  say  that  the  resources  of 
tbe   country  remain   unimpaired.     Those 
who  but  ten  months  ago,  exclaimed  that 
they  were  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  dilapi^* 
dation,  now  tell  us-^rnot  that  they  have 
been  retrieved,  not  that  they  have  been  re- 
established,—but  that  they  remain  unim« 
paired.    Tbat  is,    that  they  never  have 
been    impaired.      It   was    certainly  veiy 
satisfactory  to  every  man  tbat  there  should 
be  even  this  stale  tribute  paid  to  those  who 
had  been  formerly  loaded  with  censure. 
But  surely  it  would  be  too  much  to  expect 
that  any  man  who  had  ever  regulated  his 
conduct  by,  who  had  followed  the  foot-* 
steps  of,    or  who  had.  considered  the  name 
of  P.> t   as  connected  with  tbe  gloiy  and 
happiness  of  England,  could  pass  this  part 
of  his  majesty's  speech  unnoticed.  Amids.t 
the  accusations  that  had  been  veuted  against 
the  late  administration,  those  against  their 
foreign  connections  were  not  the  least  vJh 
rulent.    It  had  been  said,  that  the  conti- 
nent bad  been  lost  by  the  oohfederacies 
which  Epglapd  had  so  ill  put  together*  But 
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what  was  the  natora.  of  the'83rsteni  thajt  bad 
(een  substitute  ?  It  seemed  a9  if  those 
who  had  happened  to  hear  that  a  confede- 
racy was  a  bad  thing,  had  determined  to 
repel  everv  ally  that  might,  by  opposite 
cbuduct,  have  been  attracted  to  us.  But 
of  this  new  system  it  would  be  wortli  while 
to  trace  the  operation  as  wellas  the  cause. 
On  t-he  first  day  of  ^e  first  session  of  ia 
Bew  parliament,  during  whos6  existence 
tiie  fate  of  the  world  might  probably  be 
decided,  in  whose  time  a  struggle  would, 
in  all  likelihood,  take  place,  that  would 
terminate  either  in  total  destruction,  or 
complete  safety,  such  a  discussion  was  assu- 
redly mb^t  important  and  most  proper.  Th^ 
speech  and  address,  .which,  at  such  a 
period  as  the  present,  were  any  thing 
but  mere  niatters  of  form,  might  be 
*  considered  in  two  distinct,  views.  The 
£rst  was  as  a  mutual  pledge  between  the 
sovereign'  and  bis  people.  Had  it  been 
possible  to  confine  the  speech  aud' address 
to  a  description  of  the  dangers  of  the  coun- 
try, and  an  enumeration  of  the  best  means 
ef  deliverance  from  those  dangers,  he 
would  have  been  well  content  that  the 
address  should  have  gone  up  without  a 
whisper  of  remark.'  But  there  was  another 
view  of  the  subject. '  The 'present  was  the 
constitutional  opportunity  afforded  for  both 
bouses  of  parliament  to  express  their  opi* 
Xiion'not  only  of  the  relations  of  gt>vern- 
nient  with  foreign  states,  but  of  the  rela- 
tions of  goVerninent  with  the  country.  Of 
this  be  begged  to  be  understbod  that  he  was 
fully  satisfied,  whether  when  the  official 
documents  should  be  laid  on  the  table  it 
might  or  might  not  appear  that  there  had 
been  any  remissness,  or  want  of  dexterity, 
or  blameable  attention  to  delusive  promi- 
ses, that  the  cause  of  this  country  against 
France  would  not  admit  of  the  smallest 
question.  The  only  matter  in  dispute  was 
not  vvhiether  or  not  the  Cause  was  sufilicient-> 
ly  strong,  but  whether  or  not  the  cause 
had  been  prosecuted  in  tile,  best  manner, 
4ind  at  the  liiost  proper  time.  If  it  could 
be,  proved  (which  he  did  not  iii  the  least 
decree  mean  to  insinuate),'  that  the  nego- 
Illation  bad  wilfully  failefd,  he  shoiild  be 
>sorry  that  that  circumsta'nce  should  lead  to 
the  slightest  hesitation  in  giving  the  most 
unqualified  support  to  the  war.  In  prp- 
lecuting  his  cofisideration  of  the  subject, 
l^  could. not  acquit  the  late  house  of  com- 
jnbtis  of  an  act  of  inconsiderate  confidence* 
Aud  here  he'  mtist  observe,  that  with  every 
taan  in  tke'housei  Ve  sincerely  Uih€nUSi, 


the  absence  and  loss  of  that  great  rndU, 
with  whom,  in  politics,  he  had  so fieqtient* 
ly  differed ;  but  the  memory 'of  which  dif- 
ferences oujght  no  longer  to  exist.  Thoil^ 
who  were  in  habits  of  private  friendship 
with  that^  great  man  might  deplore  hiitl 
more  feelingly,  but  it  Was  impossible  that 
they  could  admire  more  than  himself  hik' 
transcendiint  tlBdents— talents,  the  strength 
of  which  was  sufficiently  evinced  by  the 
awe' and  fear  which  his  preseiice  inspired  ih 
the  breasts  of  his  political  opponents. 
Having  stated  thus  much,  he  trusted  he 
should  be  acquitted  of  any  disrespectful 
imputation  in  what  he  was  about  to  say^* 
In  order  to  judge  correctly  of  the  situa- 
tion in  which  the  coufitry  now  found  ltke)f» 
it  was  necessary  to  revert  to  the  last  con- 
federacy. After  the  dissolution  of  that 
confederacy,  and  considering  the  state  id 
which  Prussia  and  Russia  stood,  ,what  wa^ 
the  clear  and  obvious  pbUcy  of  France,  and 
what  was  the  clear  and  obvious  policy  of 
England?  He  would  state  it 'fairly.  No 
man  could  hesitate  in  saying,  that  unfortii- 
nate  as  that  confederacy  was,  broken  and 
disjointed  as  it  might  be,  yet  were  its  scat- 
tered limbs  not  without  life  and  vigour.  It 
was^he  clear  and  obvious  policy  of  £hg^ 
land  to  unite  those  divided  parts,  and  to 
endeavour  to  produce  an  energetic  whble. 
On  the  other  band,  it  was  the  clear  and  ob- 
vious policy  of  France  to  effect  a  complete 
dismemberment  of  the  confederation,  and 
if  that  could  not  be  completely  accom- 
plished in  reality,  at  least  to  accomplish  it 
in  appearance.  Now,  what  had  been  thle 
conduct  of  the  two  powers  ?  Prussia  signed 
a  treaty  of  access  to  the  confederacy  just 
previous  to  its  dissolution ;  an  unequivocal 
proof  of  the  disposition  of  the  court  of 
Berlin,  manifested  still  more  strongly  by 
the  declaration  since  published.  Siibse. 
quently,  however,  Priissia  was  forced  int^ 
measures,  which  brought  upon  her  thb 
prompt^  resentment  of  this  country.  But 
at  the  time  th&t  the  house  of  commotes  ap* 
proved  of  that  resentment,  did  they  know 
that  a  negociation  was  carrying  on  with 
France,  for  the  restoration  of  that  which 
Prussia  had  'seized?  There  were  two  dis^ 
tinct  questions.  If  it  were  simply  asked» 
would  you  go  to  war  for  the  recovery  of 
ti^at  unjustly  wrested  from  you  ?  the  an** 
swer  would  be,  yes  ;  but  if  a  negociation 
were  carrying  on  to  obtain  the  same  object 
in  another  quarter,  then  the  war  would  be 
superfiuO'u's.  £ven  were  this  principle  doubt* 
for/  yel^  coiq»l6d  with  thecertaiHty  tbatit 
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vel-nment  began  to  perceive  tbei^.  trror^ 
and  to  tbink  that  there  w^  really  some:^ 
thing  like  war  between  France  and  Prussia; 
-—from  the  trifling  circumstance  thai  the 
Prussian  army  was  annihilated!  They 
then  sent  a  few  military  meu  to  their  aid; 
and  when  the  Prussian  monarchy  shall  hk 
destroyed,  they  will  perhaps  send  an  amfy  I 
When  the  gentlemen  opposite  to  him  came 
into  power,  they  exclaimed^  that  nothing  . 
was  mor^  shabby  than  tfae  foreign  diplo*s 
macy  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  even  said^ 
that  there  v^as  not  a  man  at  a  foreign  court 
capable  of  writing  a  letter.-  As  it  was  an 
undoubted  right  possessed  by  the  goodpeo^ 
pie  of  thitf  countfy  to  canvass  the  conduct  of 
their  statesmen ;  be  remembered  to  have 
heard.it  asserted  in  one  of  these  politics^ 
assemblage^,  that  all  our  ambassadors  in  iu« 
ture  were  tobeAjaxe8,Ulysses,and  Phoenixes. 
Now  it  so  happened,  that  the^re  h&d  been 
only  one  refmove.  Mr.  Adair  had  snc-» 
ceeded  sir  A.  Paget  at  Vienna.-  Of  cours^ 
as  he  was  single,  \it  must  be  the  phtehixt 
Bat,  in  our  diplonratic  intercoursd  with  fo- 
reign c6urts,  we  were  tauglit  to  look  fdr 
perfect  frankness,  sincerity,  and  openness  ^ 
freedom  from  trick  and  intrigue,  and  a  sort 
of  pellucid  sitaplicity.  Now,  what  waJs 
the  first  tangible  proof  of  this  sirolplicity  I 
Why,  a  miuister  at  Paris  negociating  for 
peace,  and  another  at  Berlin  instigating 
war  for  <b6  samtf  object!  Sudi  coiiduct 
might  be  dextrous,  it  might  be  able — it 
might  be  any  thing  but  frank,  open,  and  un*. 
disguised.— -As  to  that  pas^dge  ini  the  speech 
and  the  address,  which  congratulated  the 
country,  that  in  those  councils'  which  pre^ 
ceded  the  war  betweeft'  Prussia  and  France^ 
his  majesty  bad  no  share,  he  wasastOnished 
that  such  a  topic  of  consolation  could  have 
entered  the  head  of  any  minister.-  Instead 
of  shewing  tbat  they  had  attempted  to  pre- 
vent evils;  ministers  called  for  approbation, 
on  the' ground  Of  having  abstsdned  ffom  any 
interference!  But  he  believed  nelthet 
Berlin  nor  VieiAna,  nor  even  London  could 
be  thus  consoled.  It  oUght  to  have  been 
oni*  care  that  the  difference  belween  Franca 
and  Frubsia  should  not  have  been  too  siidW 
deiily  hJoMm  into  a  flaine*,-  lest  it  shouhl 
have  been  t6o  suddenly  extinguished i-  lix 
thi«  paft  of  the  aiddressit  was  tbetefore 
imipossible  for  hin^i*  to  concur :  he  by  no 
meahs  meant'  to  ita^ly  doubt  of  the  jus- 
tice of' hi^  nidjesty's  qnaireV  witli  Pru^- 
sisk ;  but  if  France,  by  a  nbmiiial  and  illu- 
sive trabsfeir  of  Hanover  to  Prussia,  couM 
plant  jL«itti8^of  Hiimtil^n  betweenP^usstia 


I  the  interest  of  this  cbuntry  to  preserve 
Pnissidj  to  retain  het  as  an  enemy  to 
Franocf  and  to  put  dp  with,  or  overlook 
any  conduct  that  might  involve  Great 
Britain  in  «  contest  with  her,  it  became 
esttiblished  and  irresistible.  'The  house 
would  see  what  were  the  dreadful  conse- 
i|uenc6B  of  an  original  error  in  this  respect ; 
eoQseqnences  which  were  now  felt  too  late. 
VThile  ift^  were  in  the  incongruous  situa- 
tionio.wliicbitgave  rise»  a  warcoti>nienced 
between'  Prussia  and  Frande,-  undeniably 
kiBt^ated  by  the  demaiids  made  by  this 
country,  through  ber  negociator  at  Paris. 
It  Pnm  trtie^  Hanover  was  not  the  sole 
cause  of  thid  rupture,  but  it  was  the  main 
one,  tf  the  subsequent  declaration  ofPrus- 
tia|irarved.  The  conduct  of  Great  Britain  to 
PnJSMa  wosf  therefore  thus:  Prussia,  unable 
to  retiat'  the  power  of  France,  encroached 
Upon  126 ;  we  had  however  the  option  to  pass 
over  the  just  cause  of  complaint  whkh  we 
poaieesed  in  consequence,  and  leave  un- 
touched ttie  only  power  in  Europe  which 
ftppediled  capable  of  being  the  gef  m  .of  an 
tilkoHSe  hostile  to  tlie  ambitious  views  of' 
France;,  9ui  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  had  Veen  the  converse  of  their 
policy:  By  that  conduct,  Prussia  had  been 
compelled  to  act  without  our  advice '  and 
aasistaf&ee^  a!ad  tif  plunge  into  a  war,  of 
^hieby  if  our  ddviee  could  not  have  pre- 
veliied'it,  our  asstRBtto'ce  might  at  least  have 
meliorated  the  termination.  Hedidilot' 
Hiean  to  cadt  the  sli^test  imputation  on 
the  df^loml^tic  character  of  the  noble  lord 
eoipiloyed  by  government  ontbis  occask>n 
(lord  ^  Morpeth)  >tR»  man'  wa^  better  fitted 
for  Uie  ofikej  both  from  the  qualities  of  his 
bead  and  heart^  anfti  because  no  man  had 
keen  a*  more-  constant  advocate"  for  the 
justice  of  the- cense  of  this  country :  but 
wookl  any  man  nf  *  common  reflle^ion  say, 
that  if  the  restoration  of  Hanover  were  the 
5ole  obfeet^  it  w^  vt^orth  while  to  make  war 
tgataBt  Pl-ussia  f  "^  British  go-vernment 
tedcontlneedat  wtff  with  Prusfeie  as  lonjg^ 
as  tbe^ru^irtan  res^Yeeti  wereunimfMiired, 
iM'lieri8treBglbunexhan<sted';  but  as  soOn 
aa  thelte'Beeftied  the  pi*€ispeet  ^  a  war  be- 
t?peeA'  FVa^ee'aedf  Pfus^iav  ah  athbassador 
wais  dtspbtCtedt^  Befhn,  with  instructions 
adeipied  to  all'  possibitiftiesi  eaccept  that 
vhieh  vfBi-  mmt  •  prebable^/  namely^  that 
l»ar  bM  aietfia%'  commenced  >  for  thbt 
Ab  pHmMthi  ht»h^n  nftode;  an  event  of 
«hleh4bbmbate6mmbninifortea«ion  might 
have  dieiKM^Ifiib  likelih^yod.  As  soon,  how- 
ti^r, '«•  IcMkl  M0it)ett^  rev4ni«idl^  ^^  so- 
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and  Gr^at  BritieuDy  wasr  not  thisacontri- 
vaoce  of  the  enemy  which  nothing  but  the 
plain  and  simple  diplomacy  adopted  by  our 
government-  could  be  blind  to  ?  France 
found  Great  Britain  and  Prussia  in  amity ; 
with  a  tendency  to  coalesce.  What  was 
her  object?  To  divide  them;,  and  by  a 
pretended  transfer  to  Prussia  of  the  here-  1 
ditary  dominions  of  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  create  a  war  between  the  two  coun- 
triesr — With  respect  to  the  negociation 
with  France,  this  was  not  a  time  to  discuss 
k,  although  some  observations  made  by 
the  hon.  mover  of  the  address  might  justify 
some  strong  comments  upon  that  negocia- 
tion. But  it  would  be  better  to  reserve 
these  until  the  papers  relative  to  the  sub- 
ject should  be  in  possession  of  the  hoHse. 
He  thought,  however,  that-  it  would  be 
but  fair  to  state  to  his  majesty's  ministers 
-what,  as  far  as  the  documents  ha,d  tran- 
spired,  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  defective 
parts  of  their  case.  The  British  declara- 
tion contained  three  unproved  allegations. 
The  first  was,  that  the  overture  for  peace 
had  come  from  France;  and  as  this  was 
also  insisted  on  in  the  speech,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  ministers  had  something  to  pro- 
duce, which  would  give  an  entirely  new 
colour  to  this  part  of  the  transaction.  He 
denied,  however,  entertaining  any  opinion 
that  had  the  offer  of  peace  proceeded  from 
England,  ministers  would  have  been  cul- 
pable* Had  peace  been  a  desirable  thing, 
it  mattered  little  in  what  quarter  the  pro- 
posal for  it  originated. — Adverting  to  Mr. 
Fox's  first  letter  to  M.  Talleyrand,  ke  ob- 
served, that  there  were  fifty  other  and  bet- 
ter ways  in  which  the  intelligence  which 
it  contained  might  have  been  communicated, 
and  he  condemned  most  strongly  the  re- 
ception which  the  answer  to  that  letter  ex- 
perienced. The  assertion  that  the  British 
government  were  beginning  a  new  course, 
as  illustrated  by  the  transaction  alluded 
to,  was  false.  Never  had  the  British  go- 
vernment been  the  stimulators  of  assassi- 
nation. Had  he  held  the  situation  which 
the  late  right  hon.  gent.,  occupied,  he  should 
jiave  thought  it  his  duty  to  repel  the  accu- 
sation with  contempt  and  indignation*  The 
•ccond  unproved  allegation,  contained  in 
the  British  declaration,  related  to  the  basis 
of  the  negociation,  which  was  asserted  to 
be  the  uti  possidetis ;  now  throughout  the 
negociation  the  basis  referred  V^  wa3  that 
stated  in  Mr.  Fox's  letter,  the  mutiial  ho- 
nour of  the  conntriR8>  a  basis  n^iinOi!|8 
like  the  uti  possidetis^  than  ii  was  like  the 


propria  quce  maribus.  The  third  unproved 
allegation,  which  he  had  no  doubt. that  the 
French  government  bad  completely  misre- 
presented^ was, .  that  we  had  refused  to 
treat  except  in  conjunction  with. our  allies* 
Now,  from  the  partial  docutnents  that  had 
been  published,  it  appeared  that  that  had 
been  the  case  in  the  first  instance,  but  that 
afterwards  the  British  government  had 
treated  alone.  He  had' no* , doubt  that  this 
would  be  satisfactorily  cleared  up,  as  the 
address  stated  in  high  terms  of  panegyric^ 
the  great  care  of  his  majesty  for  his  allies. 
The  particular  mention  of  Russia  and  Swe- 
den, was  proof  that  some  misreprescnta* 
tion  existed.-^Iiaving  thus  stated  the  points 
which  it  was  necessary  for  his  majesty's 
ministers  to  elucidate,  and  having  consi- 
dered the  state  of  this  country  with  respect 
to  foreign  relations,  he  proceeded  to  exa- 
mine our  domestic  situation.  It'was  im- 
possible but  that  he  must  look  at  our  means 
of  internal  strength  with  tlie  utmost  seri- 
ousness. We  Knust  examine  the  physical 
force,  and  the  spirit  by  which  i1»  was  ac- 
tuated. Our  internal  policy  was.  imtimate- 
ly  connected  with  this  contemplation.  And 
tirsti  with  regard  to  the  dissolution  of  the 
last  parliament;  there  was  a  great  diffe- 
rence between  questioning  the  exercise  of 
an  independent  prerogative,  and  question* 
ing  the  propriety'  of  exercising  it  at  such  a 
period.  If  the  dissolution  were  prompted 
by  party  views,  with  the  hope  of  giving  a 
triumph  to  ministers,  and  if,  for  these* pur- 
poses, they  created  and  revived  party  dif- 
ferences, at  a  time  when  they  loudly  called 
for  uaanimily,' their  conduct  was  highly 
culpable.  But  he  had  no  doubt  that  mi- 
nisters bad  some  great  public  advantage  to 
gain;  for  he  could  not  suppose  that  they  mere- 
ly wished  to  obtain  a  few  supporters  in  parlia- 
ment, at  least  this  be  was  sure  they  ^ould 
not  avow. — Another  class  of  observations 
would  apply  to  the  practical  means  of  de- 
fence and  attack  which  the  country  posses- 
sed, and  the  mode  in  which  those  means 
had  been  managed  and  applied*  Kow,  it 
was  most  extraordinary  that  in  reading  the 
speech,  and  the  history,  of  the, last  yeap» 
00  one  touid  suspect  that  the  country  was 
at  war.  There  was  not  a  feature  of  war 
in  the  epeech,  nor  an  act  of  vvar  dnring  the 
last  year,  in  which  government  coqld  as- 
same  any  credits  There  had  aoti  beea 
even  a  single  warlike  plan,  qmicIi  less  any 
warlike  achievement.  As  for  (be  internal 
defence  of  the  .^Quntry,  a  most  laboured 
scheme   had  been  bro^g^t  ((NCw|ird  last 
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s666]on«    and  \vben  tbe.  ri^t  hon.  gent. 
(>Ir.  Windham)  by  yvhom  it  bad  been  pro- 
duced^    had  beea    repeatedly  questioned 
whether  or  nQt  it  was  intended  to  put  it  in 
execution,  the  apswer  was  uniformly  in  the 
aifirniHitve.     In  ho  single  parish,  however, 
had  the  slightest  step  been  taken  towards 
this  end  f  and  yet  it  was  a  reliance  on  this 
scheme  that  bad  been  held  out  to  induce 
parUaHienC  to  allow  the  volunteers  to  crum- 
ble away,  the  militia  to  be  diminished,  and 
the  regular  army  to  be  sent  experimenting. 
Aad  what  icind  of  experimenting?     We 
liad  heard  of  a^eat  statesman,  who  strip- 
ped the  country  of  troops,  which  he  em- 
ployed o&  various  active  services,  and  then 
boshed  tha^  he  defended  it  at  a  distance. 
Could  the  gentlemen  opposite  make '  a  si- 
milar boasi?     After  orders,  and  counter- 
orders,    and  confirmatious  of  orders,  and 
revocations  of  confirmations,  and  counter- 
mands, &c.  &c.  &c.an  expedition  actually 
did  sail  from  the  Downs,  aad  arrived — 
where?  at  Plymouth!    Certainly  a  place 
not  very  well  provided  with  means  of  de- 
feace ;  and  bad  this  same  expedition  pro- 
ceeded to  some  possession  of  the  enemy  not 
superior  in  strength  to  Plymouth,  they  very 
possibly  might  have  succeeded  in  taking  it. 
But  perhaps  this  was  meant  as  an  experi- 
ment.    It  might  have  been  said,  *'  We'll 
Sdil  from  the  Downs,  land  at  Plymouth, 
and  surprize  the  dockers."  It  is  prudent  to 
try  to  swim  upon  a  table,  before  commit- 
tmg  oneself  to  the  waves.     The  right  hon, 
gent,  was  not  accustomed   to  salt  water, 
and  he  wished  to  begin  with  fresh.     But 
could  the  country  forget  the  loudness  of 
bis  accusations  against  his  predecessors  for 
vhat  he  termed  their  supineness  and  ne- 
glect? Yet  what  had  he  himself  done  ?  When 
war  was  raging  in  Prussia,  our  peace  minis- 
ter was  on  his  return  1    The  whole  amount 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  campaign  was  a 
fire-wbrk  before  Boulogne,  and: — (yet  that 
iraoted  confirmation)-<*-an  embarkation  on 
the  Paddington  canal.     But  for  the  un- 
common openness  of  the/weather,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  his  army  would  have  been  frozen 
QpatUxbridge — (a  laugh).  But  these  were 
not  the  heaviest  charges  against  the  right 
bon.  gent.    That  right  .hon.  gent,  had  de- 
clared it  as  his  opinion,  that  in  all  military 
estabhsbmeots,  it  was  not  the  form,  but 
the  soul,  the  spirit,  the  nice  sense  pf  ho- 
nour, that  were  to  be  cultivated  and  en- 
couraged*    Now,  was  not  that  right  bon. 
geoti  aware,  that  by  partial  measures,  he 
bid  disgusted  and  dispirited,  the  aripy  more 


than  be  had  improved  their  character  by 
the  monopoly  of  shoulder-knots  and  cock- 
ades?   The  report  of  their  discontent  must 
have  reached  him.     If  not,  it  was  time  that 
he  should  be  told  of  it.     Let  him  recollect 
the  recall  of  officers  who  had  nobly  fought ' 
and  conquered  for  their  country.     Was  sir 
John  Stuart's  being  superseded  by  the  bro- ' 
ther  of  a  secretary  of  state  (Gen.  Fox), 
calculated  to  give  animation  and  enthu- 
siasm to  the  army  ?    And  when  an  expe- 
dition was  ready  for  embarkation,  were  not 
the  hopes  of  many  gallant  officers  who  al- 
ready anticipated  victory  at  the  head  of 
their  brigades,  disappointed,  because  the 
rank  of  a  favourite  of  that  right  hon.  gent, 
(colonel  Craufurd)  to  whom  he  meant  no 
disrespect,  was  not  entitled  to  command 
them?— Hehad  before  observed,  that  in  the 
speech,   all  notice  of  war  seemed  studi- 
ously to  have  been  passed  over,  and  yet 
some  debts  of  gratitude  remained  to  be 
paid  ;  sopie  acts  of  heroism  had  been  dis- 
played, which,  had  it  been  for  no  other  pur- 
pose than  to  shew  that  the  British  army 
already  possessed  the  character  virhich  the 
right  hon.  gent,  only  wished  it  did  possess, 
might  surely  have  been  mentioned.    To ' 
the   records  of  parliament,  the  historian 
looked  for  his  materials.     It  was  cruel  to 
deprive  the  hero  of  the  honourable  reward 
of  his  military  achievements,  and  it  was 
disgraceful  that  government  should  dislike 
to  sprinkle  over  the  gloom  of  despondency 
with  some  of  those  achievements.  It  was  true, 
they  might  say,  that  these  achievements 
were  not  of  their  planning;  but  this  was  a 
period  when  party  feelings  should  not  with- 
hold every  glorious  incitement  to  great 
actions.    On  these  grounds,  on  the  defi- 
ciency of  that  which  ought  to  have  been 
recqrded  in  the  speech,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  satisfy  his  feelings  with  the  con- 
tinuation of  that  omission  in  the  address. 
The   usual  form  in  similar  instances,  had 
been  to  endeavour  to  render  the  answer 
to  the  speech  a  vehicle  for  such  sentiments 
as  it  might  be  wished  to  add  ;  but  the  pre- 
sent speech  was  so  contrived,  that  there 
was  not  a  niche  in  which  the  additional 
sentiments  of  parliament  could  be  proper- 
ly placed,,  although  many  important  points 
had  been  disregarded.  There  were  many  to-^ 
pics  on  which  amendment  to  the  addres^ 
might  be  introduced,  so  many  that  he  pre- 
ferred substituting  a  new  address  altogether, 
leaving  it  to  the  option  of  the  house  which 
to  adopt.  He  therefore  proposed,  by  way  of' 
amendment^  to  omit  the  whole  of  the  address 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HI      VAM^  DCSATI^^  DE/Si.  ig,  l«)6*^7%i;  ]Lorig  CommMoner^f  Spmi.      [4ftf 


suhsequ^t  to  tbj3  iKords  "  hia  majesty'scoior  < 
^ons/'  and  to  introduce  the  foUowiog  :«- 
^'  To   a&sQxe  his  jnaje&ty  that  k  is   with 
iQuci:eas.ed  afiection,  attQ^hm.eot»  ^d  loyal- 
ly, that  his   ms^sty's  faithful  commons 
m^^i  his  xoL^sly  in  this  ninth  parliament 
pf   bi3  in^esty's  assembling.     And  that 
^uoidst  ail  tho$e  evils  and  pressures  of  war, 
7^1^  Jbhose   tfemendous  and   unparalleled 
succeaaes  of  a  ^Drn^id^ble  and  unrelenting 
fBiaemyy  which  render  the  preseiit  crisis  pe? 
c^liarly  ayi^ful  and  al^pjrming,  tlae  first  and 
most  fervent  prayer  of  his  majesty '«  faith- 
ful commons  is,  that  it  n>ay  please  Divine 
Prayidence  to  grant  to  ^s  favo4fred  coun- 
try  the  j>rolongation  of  a  hie  ^ud  of  a 
jreign,  the  vahie  and  the  losings  of  which, 
eadb  snjcceeding  y^ear    teaches    u«   more 
highly  to  appreciat».-^And  to  e:!^prej$s  to 
bis  majesty  our  i^nshaken  detern^inat^on 
to  stand  hy  his  majesty  throughout  all  the 
difficulties  ^d  dangers  of  th/e  tipaes }  in  de- 
fence of  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this  realm; 
in  defence  of  his  majesty's  sacred  personand 
government ;  and  of  a  throne  endei^ed  to 
^1  classes  of  his  majesty's  subjects  by  the 
virtues  qf  the  sovereign  who  adorns  it. — 
To  offer  to  his  majesty  our  buajble  and  af- 
fectionate condolence  on  that  share  o(f  the 
pnblic  calamities  of  Curope  which  has 
come  home  to  the  personal  i^pd  domestic 
feelings  of  his  majesty  and  his  royal  fa- 
loily*  by  the  death  of  that  gallant  and  il- 
lustrious prince  the  late  duke  of  Brunswick, 
%  prince  conuectjed  by  such  near  alliances 
ivith  bis  ins^esty's  royal  house,  and  with 
fhe    throiie    of    these    kingdoms«r-~That 
while  we  zpost  seqsibly  participate  in  the 
deep  and  poignant  grief  with  Y^hioh  his 
XDi^esty  contemplates  the  issue  of  the  late 
campaign  op  the  continent,  we  studiously 
^yastain  from  suggesting  to  his  majesty,  as 
a  topic  of  consqlatioB,  wb^t  we  well  know 
]xv&  m^esty's  intelligence  and  n^agnaniinity 
>Kouid  disdaifi  to  receive  as  suchrr-tbe  in-* 
terrjiption    of  his   majesty's   intercourse 
with  the  court  of  Berlin   during  the  last 
f^gh(  ifionths,  which  precluded  hTs  maiesty 
&om  any  j^npwledge  of  those  counsels  by 
lyhich  thp  war  between  Prussia  and  France 
"was  so  unfortunately  precipitated^-r-Salis- 
fied  a^  wi?  ar^  of   the  justice  of  the  ori« 
pinal  grounds  of  his  majesty's  complaints 
against  f  russia,  we  are  yet  unable  to  re- 
ffaii^  from  deeply  deploring  their  conse- 
f^uencesf.--We  are  not  furbished  with  any 
piieans  of  judging  how  far  those  complaints 
were  capable  of  being  adjusted,  without 
recQur^  being  had  ^  actual  hestililies ; 


or  how  far  any  discussions  which  m^y  'Imv^ 
taken  place  aubsequently  to  his  majesty'a 
gracious  n^ess^e  of  the  21st  of  April)  were 
directed  to  ti^  object.t^But  we  cannot 
but  lament  thatihe  obvious  ai^^iice  of  the 
common  enemy,  in  making  *&  fraudulent 
and  nominal  transfer  of  his  caajesty'i  elec* 
toral  dominions  to  the  king  of  Prusnay 
should  have  beefi  so  &r  crowned  widh«ue# 
cess  as  to  have  involved  his  majeaty  ii^ 
war  with  the  only  st^te  in  ^uropa  whos« 
resources  werie  yet  unimpaired ;  and  whose 
arms  might,  at  some  liappier  hour,  hav« 
been  employed  with  effect  in  a  new  confef 
deracy  ag^nst  Fr^t^ce ;  and  that  tiie  toQ 
successful  policy  of  the  enemy  in  amnsipg 
this  counUy  with  an  insincere  and  pro^ 
tracted  negociation,  should  have  o>btatne4 
for  Franpe  the    opportunity  of   goading 
Prussia  (by  unmeasured  and  aopamttlate^ 
injuries)  tothat  prematura,  unconcerted,an4 
unassisted  efS^rt,  which  has  terqainated  in 
the  overthrow  of  that  powerfal  nsonarchy, 
and  in  the  complete  subjugation  of  its  do^ 
minions.-^We  cannot  but  ei^press  pur  re* 
gret  that  the  policy  which  ^peaiv  lo  have 
|3een  ^fltinaately  adopted  towards  Prussia 
shonld  not  have  been  recognised  and  acted 
upon  until  the  occasion  was  gone  by ;  an^ 
that  his  ma^sty's  plenipotentiary  should 
have  arrived  eiiiy  ip  time  to  be  an  helpless 
witness    of  that  prodigious  ruiti  and  de* 
struotion  which  a  niore  timely  interposition 
of  his  majesty^s  advice  and  assistance  might 
possibly  have  averted  or  alleviated  ,-<^To- 
ackm>w]edge  his    majesty's  goodness    in 
having  directed  to  be  laid  before  us  the  d^ 
tails  of  the  negociation  so  long  ci^nied  on 
at  Paris.— We  entertain  the  fullest  convic- 
tion that  the  just  and  moderate  senlimenta 
by  which  his  majesty  has  proved  himself  to 
have  been  animated  in  the  several  preceding 
negociations  for  peace  with  prance,  have 
alike  actuated  his  majesty  on  the  late  pc-< 
casioa  f  and  while  we  look  with  anxious 
interest  for  the  developemeat  of   those 
circumstances  which  ean  have  da&rped  for' 
so  long  a  period  that  termination  of  the 
negociation  which  it  is  evident,  as  well 
from  notorious  facts  as  from  the  language 
of  his  majesty's  decli^ration,  the  artiices 
and   pretensions  of  the  enemy  rendered 
from  the  beginning  alraesl  certain  and  un- 
avoidable ;  we  doubt  not  but  we  sball  see,  • 
in  the  whole  course  and  tenour  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  his  majesty,  fpcsh 
instamdes  of  that  desire  fop  peace,  ^nd  of 
that  sinoerity  and  good  ^Biith  in  the  pur- 
suit e£  it»  which  have  so  ^ftea  be^n  frot* 
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ta:ated%>y  the  ttolyiliou  of  the  Frendi  go- 
vemmen^ ;  «8  wfsll  as  iresh  proofis  of  the 
i^^ptdimt^  of  adhering  to  the  policj  of 
treatifig  for  general  peace,  and  oaly  in  con** 
janctiaD  iirith  our  allies.-«rTbat  ve  receive 
with  tbe  -utmoat  satisfaction  the  sissurance 
of  his  iD^osty's  uninterrupted  ^concert  and 
good  undf^J^aaduig  with  the  ea^peror  of 
S^uss^;  prmting  that  neither  in  \yar  nor 
in  o^oci^tion,  his  jKktjesty's  councils  will 


ejifectusi  to  the  v^nc^anse  ot  the  fiuemf^ 
and  a  just  ground  of-di&iattsiaction  ai|d  dis-* 
appointment  t».tbe  nation  atkurge:.-r-f*Wa 
rejoice  in  the  opportsoiity  of  congratttl^^iiag 
his  majesty  on  the  capture  of  that  valudok 
and  iniportant  settlement,  the  Cape  icff 
Good  Hope»  by  those  distinguished  officers, 
sir  D.  Baird  and  sir  H.  Popham.  We  faasns 
however,  the  consolation  and  gratificaiioa 
of  being  able  to  recall  his  majesty's  attezw 


be  se|>«rated  feoxa  those  of  our  ally,  distin- 1  tion  to  acquisitions  and  acbievemenlB  in 


guisbed  alike  by  perseveraikce  and  good 
faith»r»-The  continued  prosecution  of  the 
war  being  necessarily  imposed  upon  his 
nfljesty,  wi@  rejoice  in  the  assurance  that 
it  is  intended  to  proseci»ie  it  with  vigour  ; 
evnestiy  ioifrfpring  his  tnajesty  that  no 
appreheoeioB  of  ^mbarrassiTig  the  conduct 
of  a  oegociibtioa   by    acquisitions    made 
during  it)9  progness^  may  ever  again  be  suf- 
fered to  relax  for  a  moment  the  military 
and  tmvul  operations  of  tfak  cou&try^-*** 
That  if  we  have  af>lt  the  triumph  snd  satis. 
ffkction^  t»  in  former  years  of  war^  of  ofier*> 
ing  to  bi9  apjesty  our  congratulations  on 
any  eig|9ial  and  decisive  victo^  by  sea,  we 
neiscjrtheless  reflect,  with  just  pride  and  acf 
knowledgemeni,    on  the    several  *  distin- 
guidied  instaaces  in  which  the  skill,  valour, 
fuad  intrepidity  of  British  oi&sers  and  sca^ 
men  have  been  displayed  in  their  usuid 
lustre,  and  with  their  accustomed  success, 
over  equal  or  superior  squadrons  of  the 
eneiny.     But  we  cannot  help  lamenting, 
iu' justice  to  the  naval  service^  as  well  as  to 
the  iatei»fi;fcs  of  the  country,  that  supioeness 
or  mtsoiaaagement^  by  which  the  preda* 
toiy  si|uadroQS,  of  the  enemy  have  been 
permitted  to  rsoge,  uucbecked,  aoiioog  our 
West«|adia  colonies,   and  to  esp^e  with 
irapuaity,  and  by  which  oiar  commerce  has 
Jaeea  exposed,  to  a  degree  of  annoyance 
highly  injurioufl  to  the  interests  and  discre^ 
diiable  to  the   maritime  superiority,    of 
Great  Bfitainyw-With  equal  sorrow,  and 
witb  ao  less  astpnishn^ent,  we  have  ob- 
served those  deUys  ^nd  uncerutinties,  and 
that  apparent  perplexity  and  fluctuation  of 
cooncilii,  which  have  marked  the  conduct 
of  the  war  department  of  the  state,  which 
have  hitherto  prevented  the  execution  of 
those  Boeasafes  which  ministers  persuaded 
the  late  parliament  to  enact,  and  upon 
which  thay  themselves  professed  so  greatly 
to  nify  for  the  internal  daianoe  of  the  em» 
piiB;  and  4alayt  whieh  have  so  long  con< 
fined  pur  expeditions    within   our  own 
portSf  and  have  rendered  the  military  pror 
puBtiQae  of  thif  goveramaal  ^l^  once  iiir 


tbe  course  of  the  present  year,  fay  whicli^ 
notwithstanding  the  appaorent  iuactnraiy.  io€ 
his  majesty's  present  servaats,  the  credit  of 
his  majesty^  arms,  by  sea  and  land,  has 
been  sustained  in  the  different  quarters  of 
the  globe*     We  congratulate  his  joM^aaty 
on  the  signal  advastages  obtained  ky  hia 
majesty's  arms  in  the  expedition  under  air 
H.  Popham,, and  gexuensl  Beresford,  egsiaaa 
the  Spanish  settlement  of  Buenos  AjrnsB? 
advantages  which,  if  seasonally  soppoetnd 
and  diligepUy  improved,  must  be-in  the 
highest  degree  valuable  to  this  country; 
opening  fresh  channefe  of  commercial  :en^ 
terprise,  and  affording  new  and  increasiiq^ 
encouragement  to  British  manufactnres  ami 
navigation;  advanta^  douUy  kapartiSKt 
at  a  moment  when  the  other  marketsof 
the  world  are  attempted  to  beclosed  against 
us.-^We  enter,   with  heartfelt  exultation^ 
into  the  sentiments  so  justly  expreased  f^ 
his  mf^esty,  on  the  brilliant  victory  ob« 
tained  on  the  plains  of  Maida,  by  hb  ma^ 
jesty's  land  forces,  under  the  gaUant  aadr 
able  conduct  of  sir  J.  Stuart,^  over  a  Frencir 
army,  superior  in  numbers*    WeJeel  withr 
his  majesty,  the  full  value  of  the  seaeonalte 
check  givenf  by  tbie  splendid  achievement 
to  the  overweening  confidence  of  the  ene^ 
my ;   and   of  tbe  proof  whichr  it  afibrda 
that  the  character  and  constitution  of  thar 
British  army  were  not  inadequate^  upon^ 
their  ancient  looting,  to  maintain,  unim^e 
paired,  the  lustre  of  the  British  name,  and 
the  military  glory  of  our  ancestor^.-^Thaa 
we  shaH  oevertheless  examine,  with  due 
attention  and  solicitude,  into  the  effect  oi 
that  new  system  which<  the  lata  parlia-^ 
ment  were  induced  to  adopt,. for impro^f' 
ving  the  character,  as  well  as  augmenting 
the  amount  of  his  n(iajesty's  regular  forces  ; 
willing  to  hope  that  we  shall  have  the  sair* 
tisfiaction  of  discovering  an  ioaprovament ' 
so  striking,  apd  an  augmentation  ao  rapti^ ' 
and  abundant^  as  at  once  to  havetSuppUedl 
all  the  deficiencies  arising  from  the  disuse 
of  such  measures  as  have  been  eiUier  abo^ 
lish^d  or  su^adad^  and  lo  compensafta 
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iQT  the  certaioy  permanent,  and  large  ad- 
dition which  they  liiave  necessarily   ot.ch- 
flioned  to  the  military  expeaditure  of  the 
^te.«^We  «hall  investigate   with   equal 
cmwy  -the  state  of  our  other  military  esta- 
blihments,  'aivd  particularly  that  of  the  vo* 
lunteersv  the  cheap,  efficient,  and  patriotic 
defence  of  the  miited  kingdom  ;  we  trust 
and  believe  Jhat  we. shall  find  them,  in  spite 
af  all  discouragement  and*  discountenance, 
neither  abated  in  zeal>  nor,  as  yet,  materi- 
ally reduced  iu  numbers,  at  a  period  when  it 
Appears  but  too  probable  that  thek  services 
may  be  more  than  ever  essential  to  their 
country.-*-That  we  are  fully  sensible  of 
bis   majesty's   paternal    affection    for   hh 
subjects^  manifested  in  the  regret  which  he 
expresses  at  being  compelled  to  call  upon 
them  for  sacrifices  of  so  great  an  extent  as 
may  be .  necessary  in  the  present  crisis  of 
affairs.     That  however  painful  the  duty  of 
imposing  fresh  burtl^ens  upon  the  people, 
we  shall,  however,  not  shrink  from   dis- 
charging it ;  satisfied  as  we  are  of  the  pre 
vaiiing  determifiation  of  all  ranks  of  the 
community  to  submit  with  cheerfulness  to 
the  indispensable  necessity  of  providing 
means  tor  the  continuance  of  a  contest,  in 
the  issue  of  which  public  safety  and  private 
bappiness  are  alike  mseparably  involved.*^ 
That  it  is  a  cDnsolatioa  to  us  as  to  his  ^iia- 
jesty  under  the  pressure  of  this  inevitable 
necessity,  to  learn  the  Nourishing  state  of 
|»ublic  credit,  and  the  productiveness  ot 
ibe  several  (tranches  of  .the  revenue  :  and 
tliat  wt  agree  entirely  with  his  majesty  in 
attributing  these  salutary  effects  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  system  so  wisely  begun, 
and  so  properly  persevered  in, of  raising  a 
considerable   proportion  of   the   supplies 
within  the  year,  a  system  which  has  hap- 
pily disappointed   the  predictions   of  the 
external  and  internal  enemies  of  his  ma- 
jesty and  his  government. — That  we  ear- 
nestly wish  it  were  in  our  power  to  close 
our  address  here.     But  we  feel   that  we 
should  be  .wanting  as  well  in  duty  to  his 
majesty  as  in  fidelity  to   that  people,   in 
whose  name  and  on  whose  behalf  we  are 
profiering  sacrifices  unexampled  in  mag- 
nitude and  indefinite  in  duration,  if  we  were 
to  disguise  from  his  majesty  the  deep  and 
general  sentiment  which  prevails  respecting 
the  measures  which  preceded  and  accom* 
pasied  the  late  general  election. — Far  be 
it  froip  us  to  questioi^  his  majesty^s  un- 
doubted prerogative.    But  we  cannot  re* 
fleet  without  concern  and  disapprobation 
i^)on  the  circumstances  of  surprise^and  de* 
1 


ception  which  attended  the  sudden   ex- 
ercise of  that  prerogative  in  the  dissolution ' 
of  the  late  parliament ;  and  particularly  of  * 
his  servants  to  mislead  upon  the  ir/everent  • 
use  of  his  majesty's  royal  name  in  a  pro- 
clamation summoning  the  late  pdfrliament 
to  meet  on  a  fixed  and  no  distant  day,  is*  ' 
sued  at  a  period,  when  the  measure  of  diisi'^ 
solving  that  parliament  must  already  have 
been  in  contemplation.<«*-Connected  ais<^' 
with  this  subject,-  we  cannot  forbear  to 
notice    rumours   which    strongly   prevail 
througliottt  the  country,  of  the  most  im-' 
proper  and  unconstitutional  interferertce 
of  his  majesty's  ministers  in  the  course  of 
the    late    Elections :    rumours  at    oDCe 
highly  discreditable  and  injurious  to  bi»' 
majesty's   government,   and  to  the  inde-*'' 
pendent  character  of  parliament.— We  hope » .  . 
that  upon  enquiry  and  examination  they 
may  be  proved  to  be  utterly  unfounded.-— 
But,  convinced  as  we  are,  that  the  tendency 
(though  we  trust  not  the  effect)  of  such  in-.- 
terference,  as  i«  alledged,  must' have  been 
to  revolt  and  disguet  the  welUaiected  part 
of  the  community,  and  to  sow  distraction 
aiid  discontent  in  place  of  that  unanimityr 
which  is*  30  loudly  calledfor,  at  a  moment 
when  the  prosperity  of  the  British  empire  • 
depends  upon  the  consenting  and  cordial 
co-operation  of  all  orders  and  descriptioua 
of  the  people;  convinced  also,  that  it  ia* 
our  f)eculiar  duty,  as  it  is  the  comqflon  in-  • 
terest  of  all  those  who  prise,  as  it  deserves,  • 
the  inestimable  blessing  of  a  free  form  of 
government,  to  mark  with  our  strdHgest 
reprehension  a  perversion  of  powetr  wbicii 
would  be  too   well  calculated  to  Isvour* 
those  delusive  and  dangerous  theories' which ' 
stigmatize  the  bouse  of  commons  as  mi  in- 
adequate representative  of  the  people.-^* 
But  while  we  feel  this  most  unpleasant 
duty  forced  upon  us,  in  vindication  of  our 
own  independence,  and  of  the  rights  of> 
those  whom  we  represent^  we  humbly  and  * 
earnestly   intreat  his  majesty  to  be  per- 
suaded, that  neither  this,   nor  any  other* 
misconduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  dan' 
essentially  affect  the  firm  and  settled  pur«^ 
pose  of  this  house  and  of  the  great  body  of - 
the  nation,  to  unite  in  that  general  cause,  • 
and  against  that  common  danger«-"in  com** 
panson  to  which  all  other  considerations',: 
however  important  in  themselves,  are  at* 
the  present  moment,  unfortunately,  infe-* 
rior  and   subordinate.-*->Afid  we  irenture* 
confidently  to  assure  his  majesty^    that 
great  and  unexampled  as  are  the  difficuU 
ties  aad  dangers  wh^ch  suytDund  «S|  his- 
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majestjr  ^po^sessc^  la  tbe  wealth  and  pro* 
.sperity  of  hisdoiBinkins^ia  tbe  loyalty  and 
firmoess  of  his^parliameut,  in  tbe  bravery 
of  bis  filets  jand  aranies,  aud  in  tbe  auc- 
tion«  zeal,  and  <;ourage  of  his  people— re- 
.sources,  wbkb^  if  wisely  balled  fprtb,  and 
diligently  aod  judiciously  applied,  are  yet 
amply  sufficient  ta  ensure  the  safety  and 
lionourof  the  Britisb  eD>pire ;  and  to  main- 
tain the.oiily  remaining  hope,  uader  Divine 
Proviiden&e,  for,  the  restoration  of  the  li- 
berties and  happiness  of  mankind^"— Mr. 
Caaping  added,  that  those  gentlemen  who 
.ihooghi  that  in  the  address. to  his  mfijesty 
.the  house  ought  to  overlook  all  our  naval 
aiKi  ii»iiit«iry.  achievements,  .would,  doubt- 
Jess,  prefer  the  original  address;  but  tbose 
who  thoiiglit  with  bim,  that  what  was  cheer- 
ing ^nd  c0a8olaU>ry  Sthould  not  be  sunk 
into  the  shade,  would^  he  trusted,  approve 
of  .the  amendment,  which  iie  had  just  read. 
Apijreheftding,  however,  tha^  the  tendency 
of  preasiiig  his.  amendmi^tit  would  be  to 
cause  a.divisiop  of  tb^.vo ties,  between  tlie 
j       two  addresses,,  and  anxioi^s.  that  nothing 
jshouJd.  be.  oiicasio^ed,  on  bis  part,  which 
,migh|  Jiave.a  tendeiicy.tp  throw  a  damp  on 
.the  spirit  of  tiiQ  co«ntey«.At  was  n«>t  his  in- 
^ten.tipn^tp  press  .hi§  amepdm^nt  to  a  divi- 
sion^  .The. speaker  then  put  the  question, 
"  'i  bat  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out, 
stau^  jpstft  of  this  .question.*'  Upon  which, 
Lord.  Jiimick  rose,  .  He  .was  certainly 
not.  turpri^d  that  the  very  extraordinary 
OiotipA,  of  the  right  hqn.  gent,  should  be 
tbQugbt  of  sttch  a  nature  as  not  to  require 
.    tb^t  it  9h0uld.be  tead  frpm  the  chair ;  but 
•h^  certaJoly  was  surprized  that  the  right 
hou.  geut*  should  have  thought  proper  to 
submit  to  the  house  not  only  in  this  nujtion, 
.b(|t  iomany,  parts  of  the  speech  with  which 
he  prefaced  i^  assertion^  of  facts  unfounded 
.in  truth,  and  that  h^  should,  have  built  on 
those  fapts„  unwarranted  conclusions,  with- 
OQt.investigatiQp  or  enquiry,  without  Imving 
recourse  to  the  authority  of  any  docuipent 
whatsoever*    On  such  grounds,  the  hon. 
gent,  bad  brought  forward  an  amendment, 
.charging  his  majesty's  ministers  with  the 
iDQst, grave  apd  momentous    derelictions 
and  deficieiKiies  in  the  management  of  the 
army,  of  the  navy,  and  pf  the  foreign  rela* 
tions*     The  hon.  gent.,  accused  thetp  of 
having  ejicit^d    universal  discontent  and 
disiurbaace  iu.tbe  army  by  aa  improper 
di3tributioi)  of.  patronage ;  he  accused  them 
of  pro'stitjuting  the.  sacred  name  of  his  ma- 
jesty^  by.  dissolving  .parliainent  at  a  time 
\»tiea  it  was  aictuaUy  suiwioaed  to.Q\eet 


for  th^  dispatch  of  business^    The  a^roend^ 
ment  proposed  by  tbe  hon.  gent,  contained 
matters  which,  if  founded  in  fact,  ought  to 
be  referred  to  a  coipmittee  to  groimd  upon 
them  articles  of  impeachsicut  against  his 
majesty's  ministers.  I'hehoo^'gent.  thougbt 
it  necessary  to  o§&c  an  apology  for  himselif 
for  being  in  oppositionf.     The  hon.  gen^ 
wished  for  unanimity,  but>  when^tbart  una. 
nimity  wo  aid  amount  to  an  acquiescence  in 
faults  destructive  to  the  country,  it  would 
be  a  dereliction  of  his  duty  to  make  it  aa 
invariable  jule.     The  hon.  gent,  therefore 
contented  himself  with  that  cjualified  con- 
cord which,  while  it  marked  whatever  was 
wrong,  gave  a  general  support  to  govero- 
ment.     How  far  the  hon.  gent.'s  speech 
agreed  with  the  principles  he  had  thus  laid 
down,  it  was  for  the  house  to  judge.     A« 
to  the  principles  and  character  of  the  op- 
position that  he  himself  had  joined  ioy  the 
popukrity  which  that  opp)ositioii  had  en<« 
joyed  k>T  15years  was  the  most  satisfactory 
proof  of  their  justice  and  propriety.  It  was 
an  opposition  of  principle,  and  never  could 
allow  itself  t^  give  way  to  the  low  hostility 
of  vexing  and  harassing  by  a  warfare  of 
details.     The  hon.   gent,  ueeded   not  to 
have  gone  back  to  the  length  of  these  li 
years  to  ilUistrate,  by  contrast,  the  nature 
of  the  opposition  which  he  had  resolved  to 
enforce,  after  that  painful  struggle,  ii>  which 
be  was  -so  desirous  to  support  the  govern- 
ment, if  duty  did  not  sometimes  compel 
him  to  oppose.     The  experience  of  the  late 
general  election  might  have  told  him,  how 
far  this  opposition  was  popular,  the  public 
sentiment  having  been  so  strongly  mani- 
fested with  respect  to  it,  and  that  when  it 
stood  forward   proposing  to  vindicate  the 
injured  rights  and  wounded  ^independence 
of  the  people.     The  hon.  gent.-  accused 
ministers  for  their  conduct  in  the  recent 
negociations,  and  brought  forward :  against 
ihem.  the  promise  they  had  made  to  substi- 
tute a  direct  and  manly  system  of  diplo- 
macy, for  former  artifice  aud  cunning,  and 
the  result  of  that  promise.    The  hon.  genL 
also  taunted   ministers  with  those  preten- 
sions of  great  talents,^  which,  however  they 
may  have  been  put  abroad,  by  others,  were 
never  once  urged  by  ministers  themselves. 
Yet,  disclaiming  all  pretensions  for  himself, 
he  for  one  was  ready  to  say,  that  before  the 
fatal  stroke  which  had  laid  Mr.  Fox  l?y  the 
side  of  his  late  illustrious  rival,  and  he 
trusted  united  both  in  the  mercy  of  God, 
tbe  administration  of  wTich  Mr.. Fox  and 
lord  QreQville  were  the  chief  ixtembors,  was 
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ftetiifo  wl)ich  poBsessed  the  greatest  sfaianfe  of 
knowledge,  ittfofmatiofl^  ejcperienee,  atnd 
ability.    Macii  of  tfaesegneat  c^uaiitiey  was 
iRyw  in  the  grave  $  but,  with  the  exception 
of  the  iDdivtdaal  ilrfao  was  now  addrectiBing 
the  houfie^  without  any  diBparagement  to 
ihe  iron*  gent,  who  as  weH  as  many  of  those 
4bottt*hiift  would,  he  allowed,  be  a  valuable 
«u:qtti6iti^  to  aily  admtnistrationi  he  might 
cballenffe  any  one  to  look  round,  and  state 
from  what  men  an  administratioa  could  be 
formed  with  better  claims  to  the  confidence 
of  Ae'  coontry*     The  present  mintsterR 
vere  told  they  were  on  a  *•  bed  of  roies," 
they  were  told  so  by  a  noble  lord  (Castle* 
yea^)^wbo- acknowledged  that  the  conti- 
Hentwas  in  a  very  ^ansatisfactory -'situation; 
they  were  told  so  after  the  battle  of  Aus»- 
t&rlitff.    Was  it  possible  fbf  the  present  mi- 
sisters  to  remove  all  the  distresses  that  bad' 
come  upon  the  country  in  15  years  preg- 
ikant  with  caiamitiesi  during  the  time  of 
the  late  adtninistfatiotoy  though  perhaps 
nvitbout  any  blame  to  that  administration  ? 
All  that  douldbedotte  was^  to  oflfer  the 
tiest  advice  and  aid  in  their  power.    That 
h&d  been  doi)^.     When  the  boh*  gent, 
^pok-e  in  glowing  colours  of  the  calamities 
of  Prussia/ and  of  the  evils  extended  to  the 
trorld^  in  cotisequence  of  the  destruction  of 
that  power,  be  had  only  to  say,  that  no 
^rt  of  those  n^sfortones  was  caused  by  his 
majesty's  ministers.    The  misfortunes  of 
tlas  case  required  none  of*  those  exaggera- 
tions the  Iton.  gent;  wav  so  prone  to.    His- 
fory^  recorded  many  instances  of  armies^ 
destroyed  and  empires  ruined ;  but  the 
destruoliom  of  the  P/ussian  empire  was 
Sudden  and  complete  beyond  parallel*    A 
ikiighty  monarch,  possessing  a  vast  arn^y, 
dktiDguisbed  6>r  military  reputation,  was 
kk  one  day  red^K^ed  to  seek  safety  in  a 
l^ecipitate  flight,  accompanied  but  by  a  few 
feithful' followers  of  hirs  broken  fortunes. 
Tbe  hon;  gent*  had  introduced  into  his 
{Speech  the*  melanbholy  fate  of  the  dake  of 
Brunawieb<    That  gallant  prince,  after  re- 
ceiving his  death  wound,  was  catriedinto 
bis  pakce,-  in  a  Utt^r  ^  but  when  all  means 
of  ease  and  safety  were  denied  hiift  tlitere,. 
Ki^  was  carried  beyond  the  frontier  ;«—h<e' 
eon4dg»no>  further,  and  his  brave  heart 
tmrst*    But  persecuUo^  did  not  stop  here. 
€>9C8ar  was  merciful  whea  the  battle  was 
over,  and  those  who  hfeid  faUen,  opposing 
Ms  attfbition,  were  sure  at  least  of  honouT'^ 
able  barm!*    But  the  son  of  thi^*  brave* 
pnnce  was  refused  permission  to  deposit 
^19  veti^riM^lMlietf^'reBAMfls  iWlte' vawli 


of  his  ancestors.  This  melouc^lftdy'eveiit  h9S€ 
beeu  omitted/  only  because  ti^df%  vra»  ii«i^ 
precedent  for  menttoning  h  itk  thiar  kisgV 
speech;/  It  was  not  want  of  feeling-;  for 
who  that  read  in  remote  bistoiy  of  tfain^  • 
like  this,  was  able  to  witbliold^^  tribute  of 
a  tear? ,  And  how  mueh-  mo<%  tiaiarally 
did  that  tribute  flow  for  diStreSMs  Whieli 
happeh^d  in  our  own  tiiue,  atid^whieh  w6 
almost  saw  wifh  our  own  eyea  i  Wb^n,  t6 
use  the  words  of  the  poet>  We  see  *^  Darius 
great  and  go6d,  fallen  from  fab  high  estate 
and  weltering  in  his  blood  ;?^  whM  heart 
could  be  so  callouB  aa  not  to-  wn^t  with 
•sympathetic  grieff  Wh^n  the  csdamities 
were  real^  and  happened  in  otir  ovra  time^ 
their  aflliction  must  fall  upon  vs  with  a  doa- 
ble wei^t.  And  was  it  to  b&  siipposed 
^that  those  who  wefo  charged :  whh  the 
wei^t  of  government  should  be  p^yliarl  jr 
insensible^'  when  deprived  of  the  stayer  ati^ 
supports  which  they  sixould  otiiefwiie  reck- 
on upon,  when  \h6ir  besfc  bopes  were  lost  ^ 
Their  alftiction  war,  itid^d,iSio8tpoigiiaftt;i 
but  it  wsfs  some  consolation  to  thum  lb  be 
exempt  from  the  bittM  reflecti<m  that  it  wa^ 
brought  about  by  flfdittterjpo^iftiojlof  theirs,- 
or  by  any  d^lary*  of  their  timely'  aid.-^- 
With  regatd,  coatiatied-  tbenobl^  li^td,  to 
the  hon.  gent/s  allusioiei»ta  Haii^^r  as  th^ 
sole  cause  of  thetiecJiMratioii  of  war  l^  thia 
country  against  Prussiis  I  any  astonished 
tbat^he  bon.  gent,  could  baaard  s\ieh  aiv 
uslbuaded  slateiiierrt.  rudeed,  if  thfe  honf^r 
gent,  hard  taken  the  tk-oal^  ofiooking  at  the 
terms  of  the  dedaratloii  itself,  he  would  have 
there  seen/  that,  so  iaritom  Hanover 
beiogtlie  onfly  cause^tbe  shiSttiVig  of  the 
rivers  in  tbe  oorth  of  Germany  agaiast  our 
commerce  was  the  priacipalalleg^  gtound 
of  hostility,  and  upoti  thM  g^routad  the 
hous«  voted  tbe  address  toe  bis  itf^esty, 
which  approved  the  course  pursued  by  go* 
vernnvent  up«m  that  occasiM^  But  evei^ 
supposing  that  the-puvts  in  the  nforfhof 
Gertaany  were'  not  clMed  agaiaM  oeA: 
shipping,  was  not  the  detet^o0  d[  Hatfover 
by  Prussia^  upoti  suchf  g^Oti«db-as  thait 
power  allegi^d/  of  such  a'  nwtu^  ai  tMs  go- 
v^fmneAt  coukl  noir  sul^scribe  t6  ?  Waa  it 
not  such  a  claifoi,  kideed/  as  our  government 
coaid  not  allow  any  poi^er  to  iAMtt  upoi» 
in  a  negotiation,  or  toteaintain  wtthbut 
intertu^^onr  Woatd  the  boB«  g^fit.  say  tha€ 
it  w«a  i  But,  combining  tfes*  dieteution  of 
Hatiov«r  with  the  shuttiBg  up  th6  ports  I 
baVe  aheudy  stiited;  wo«ild  the^hoa;  ^nt. 
kn  menibei-  of  a  cAbikiet,  Uosilate  to  adviser 
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po!«F6r  yliii^h  sbp^Id  ^-guilty  of  sticfa  agr 
gressipOQ ;  Qr  woal4  be  advise  his  majesty 
ta  conoludis.  peace  wi^  a  ppiyer  wkicb, 
uodei  sucU  .oircunMtaoces,'  shoqjd  insist 
upon  witbholdiaig  Hoover  }  Tliei?,   if  the 
hoQ.  ^Dt.  would  nQt  do  so,  wbat  becomes 
of  all  tbe  empty,  and,  I  must  say,  trifling 
declamatiQn  which  ^e  bousQ  bjEis  beard 
ifom  him  ?    Tbe  hop.  gent,  has  thought 
proper  to  condemn  the  time  at  >yhich  our 
government     declared    hostility    against 
Prussia,  trm.mphahtly  asking,  whether  it 
was  wiee  and  becoming  in  bis  majesty's 
ministers  to  make  wai*  upon  Prussia  for 
those  measures  Mibich  she  bad  taken  in- 
compliance with'  the  wishes  or^  directions 
of  France,  at'  the  time  when  we  were  en> 
gaged   in  a  negociation  with   tbe    latter 
power,  one  of  the  objects  of  which  was  to 
do  away  those  measures,  and  the  conse- 
quesfces  resulting  from  them  ?  But  on  this 
]   shall  only   observe,  that  the  question 
itself  demonstrates  that  the  hon.  gent,  has 
not  taken  much  pains  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion.    For  upoii  reviewing  even  the  selec- 
tion of  letters  published  by  the  French  go- 
yemment  upon  tbe  subject  of  the  uegocia- 
tioo,  be  must  have  seen  that  there  was  no 
negociation  pending   with  France  at  the 
time  his  majesty's  declaration   appeared 
against  Prussia ;  that  selection  alone  fur- 
nishes enough  to  shew  that  the  assertion  of 
the  hon.  gent,  was  unfounded.    The  se 
cond  letter  of  Mr.  Fox  to  the  French  mi- 
nister, which  communicated  the  resolution 
of  this  country  not  to  enter  into  the  nego- 
ciation but  jointly  with  Russia,  was  dated 
the  26th  of  March,  and  to  this  letter  no 
answer  whatever  was  received  until  June. 
In  the  interim,  that  is,  on  the  2dd  of  April, 
bis  majesty's  message,  relative  to  the  Prus- 
sian war,  was  laid  before  this  house.  ^I 
would  ask,  then,  whether,  as 'no  answer 
was  returned  to  this  letter  for  so  long  a  pe- 
riod, it  was  not  very  natural  to  conclude 
that  the  propositions  of  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment would  not  be  complied  with,  and 
that  tb^  negociation  was  wholly  at  an  end  i 
Such  being  tbe  case  then,  how  can  any 
candid  man,  will  even  the  hon.  gent,  him- 
self, maintain,  that  the  causes  urgpd  in  his 
majestj^s  message  did  not  form  ^  justi&ible 
g^ofiad  of  war  ?  Why,  how  did  the  case 
stand?  France  refused  to  negotiate  vith 
us  ttpoa  such  conditions  as,  consistently 
with  our  i^h^ficter,  interests,  and  security, 
we  though  it  our  boundan  duty  to  demand, 
and  Prussia,  upon  a  ^ost  prt^osterous  plea, 
■$S&KM  to  hat  jdomifiiaflgi  (be  tecritozy  of 
^  Vol.  VHI. 


Hanover,  which  was  unjustly  seiased  upon 
by  France ;  and,  in  addition  to  tbis; 
Prussia  orders  our  shipping,  to  be  excluded 
from  the  north  of  Germany.  In  tbe  ad^ 
dress  which  the  hon«  gent,  has  read  to  die 
bouse,  I  perceive  that  there  are  very  many 
professions  of  personal  attachment  to  our 
sovereign,  and.  of  anxious  wishes  for  his  in- 
terests. I  would  wish  to  knoWy4hen,  from 
tbe  right  hon.  author,  or  advocate  of  all 
these  professions,  whether  he^  as  a  tniaister, 
would  conduct  a  negociation,  and  concludtf 
a  war  which  should  alienate  from  that  so* 
vereign  an  hereciiiary  possession,  wrested 
from  him  originally  on  account  merely  of  a 
war  between  this  country  and  a  foreign 
enemy— and  in  which  war  that  hereditary 
possession  had  no  concerns  f  Of  the  se^ 
parate  interest  of  this  country  and  Hanover, 
I  have  read  and  heard  much.  Into  the 
discussion,  however,  I  do  not  now  mean  to 
enter ;  but,  thinking  as  I  do,  that  honour 
is  the  most  valuable  possession  of  any' 
state,*  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that 
it  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the  interests^ 
of  England,  because  inconsistent  with  its 
honour,  to  leave  Hanover  to  France  or  her 
allies,  under  suph  circumstances  as  I  have 
already  described.  When  Hanover-  was 
taken  possession  of  by  Prussia,  it  will  be  re- 
collected that  it  was  transferred  to  her  by 
France,  with  whom  she  Was  in  the  closest 
alliance,  and  when  this  was  connected  with 
the  original  cause  of  the  invasion  of  that 
electorate,  I  would  appeal  to  this  house 
and  to  the  world,  whether  it  could  be  re- 
conciled with  any  sentiment  df  magnani* 
mity,  honour,  or  justice,  to  alloW  its 
lawful  sovereign  to  be  depriv^ed  of  Hanover 
in  consequence  of  a  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  France.  I  think  I  have  fully 
answered  the  hon.  gent.'s  observations 
upon  this  head.  But  there  is  another 
charge  of  the  hon.  gent.'s  "which  he  has 
dwelt  upon  as  tbe  most  serious,  and  to 
which  I  shall  take  leave  to  apply  a  few 
remarks.  The  hon.  gent,  makes  this  heavy 
accusation,  that  we  did  not  send  timely  as- 
sistance to  Prussia.  But  how  soon  had  we 
reason  to  suppose  that  Prussia  was  at  all 
disposed  to  enter  into  hostilities  with 
France  ?  At  the  time  we  declared  war  against 
her,  she  was  in  close  connection  With  the 
French  govefrnment.  But  notwithstanding 
our  declaration,  she  had  opportunitie's 
enoii^  of  communicating  to*  X)ar  govern- 
ment any  intention  she  entertained  with 
regard  to  France.  For,  although  war 
against  Frii^a  was  declared  iii  Aprilf 
F  - 
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baron  Jacobi  did  not  leave  ibis  country  un* 
til  tbe  l^th  of  August.  Of  course  ample 
means  of  communication  with  our  govern- 
nenc  was  open  to  Prussia*  But  still  nothing 
transpired  to  indicate  to  us  the  dis]>osition 
of  that  pow^r  to  break  her  connections 
with  France,  and  to  commence  actual  war. 
No  sign  of  the  separation  appeared.  But 
as  soon  as  it  became  evident  to  us  that 
Prussia  determined  on  war,  I  venture  to 
aay,  that  not  a  moment  was  lost  to  afford 
ibat  power  esrery  aid  the  nature  of  the  case 
admitted,  notwithstanding  the  relation  in 
which  we  stood  to  her ;  ^d  until  the  sin- 
cerity of  Prussia  in  her  opposition  to  the 
view»  of  France  became  very  manifest,  I 
am  sure  that  no  rational  statesman  would 
have  advised  us  to  act,  certainly  not  to 
%ttid  British  troops  to  the  continent :  least 
of  all  could  such  advice  be  consistently 
given  by  those  gentlemen  who  had  last 
year  sent  forth  a  publication  not  at  all  cal- 
culated to  encourage  confidence  in  the 
character  of  the  Prussian  court.  No  man 
can  feel  more  disinclined  than  1  do  to  speak 
of  that  court,  in  its.  present  situation,  in 
tertn$>  at  all  approaching  to  harshness. 
But,  I  must  observe  that,  under  the  im- 
pri^ssion  generally  prevalent  as  to  the  cha- 
j:apt<r  and  policy  of  the  Prussian  cabinet, 
and  under  the  total  ignorance  in  which  this 
country  was  placed,  as  to  its  views  re- 
specting France,  until  almost  immediately 
before  the  war  commenced,  his  majesty's 
Udiuijsters  were  not  fairly  liable  to  the 
slightest  degree  of  censure.  For  what  was 
the  fact  that  served  to  warrant  any  sus- 
picion of  hostility  between  Prussia  and 
France  ?  In  the  month  of  September,  M. 
l^uGcbesini,  the  Prussian  ambassador,  was 
repalled  from  the  French  court,  in  conse-^ 
Quenpe  of  his  becoming  disagreeable  to  Bo- 
naparte, and  baron  Knoblesdorff  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  room,  upon  the  express  re- 
isommendation  of  Bonaparte  himself.  When 
that  ambassador  arrived  at  Paris,  did  his 
•arrival  serve  to  betray,  or  did  he  himself 
intimate  to  lord  Lauderdale,  who  was  then 
Ihere,  any  change •  of  disposition,  on. the 
part  of  Prussia,  towards  France  ?  No, 
nothing  whatever.  And,  in  point  of  fact, 
the  first  communication  which  his  majesty's 
ministers  had  as  to  the  intentions  of  Prussia, 
iira^  io  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Thornton, 
.our  f^9|dent  at  Hamburgh,,  inclosing  a 
letter  from  baron  Jacobi,  expressive  of  his 
(th^t  nobleman's)  wish  to  •  come  to  this 
country  in  >oipetbing  of  an  undescribed' 
cbafact^jr  (jtum  un  caroctire  quekonqwe)  in 


order  to  treat  with  us  upon  the  subsisting 
diiferences  between  the  two  courte,  and 
upon  other  matters  of  importatice.  Im- 
mediate measures  were  taken  to  facilitate 
the  journey  of  baron  Jacobi.  That  no  in- 
timation of  the  views  of  Prussia  had  been 
sooner  received  by  our  ambassador  at 
Paris,  was  not  at  all  attributable  to  any 
want  of  diligencei  ability,  and  activity  dis- 
played on  the  part  of  the  noble  lord  who 
conducted  that  mission  in  a  manner  so  emi- 
nently worthy  of  his  character,  and  so  v^ell 
calculated,  had  an  appropriate  disposition 
existed  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  to  bring  it 
to  an  amicable  conclusion.  But  no  opportu- 
nity offered  to  that  noble  lord  to  ascertain 
the  altered  views  of  Prussia.  Wben,howcver, 
the  intelligence  of  the  alteration  reached  this 
country,  ministers  were  hot  slow  to  act 
upon  it.  Baron  Jacobi,  whose  proposals 
to  this  country  turned  out,  after  all,  to  be 
quite  unsatisfactor}',  did  not  reach  Ham- 
burgh until  the  1st  of  October,  nor  arrive 
in  London  until  the  10th  ;  nor  communicate 
his  propositions  to  his  ifnajesty's  ministers  un- 
til the  nth ;  and  the  battle  of  Auerstadt, 
it  will  be  recollected,  was  fought  on  the 
1 4th  of  that  month. — From  this  statement, 
the  house  and  the  country  will  be  enabled 
to  appreciate  the  hon.  gent.'s  -^ensure 
upon  the  conduct  of  his  lnajesty*s  minis- 
ters in  this  transaction.  That  the  con- 
duct of  Prussia  towards  the  British  govern- 
ment was  not  such  as  allowed  the  latter  the 
least  opportunity  of  affording  her  any  time- 
ly or  effectual  assistance,  must  be  obvious. 
But  still  more  unaccountable  was  the  course 
pursued  by  that  court  with. regard  to  Rus- 
sia her  ally,  who  was  pledged  by  treaty  to 
assist  her.  The  resolution  of  Prussia  ac- 
tually to  ccmmence  hostilities  was  first 
communicated  to  the  Russian  government, 
by  count  Krusemark,  who  was  dispatched 
with  that  intelligence  to  St.  Petersborgb, 
which  he  did  not  reach  until  the  30th  of 
September.  The  moment  the  tidings  were 
conveyed  to  the  magnanimous  sovereign 
of  Russia,  orders  were  issued  to'setthc 
troops  in  motion,  and  on  the  5th  of  Octo^ 
ber  an  army  was  marched  off  under  general 
Bcnigsen.  Such  was  the  procrastination 
of  Prussia,  even  towards  a  court  with 
whom  she  had  no  differences  to  adjust, 
from  whom  she  had  a  right  to  call  for  im- 
mediate aid,  and  such  was  the  course  that 
rendered  not  only  this  country,  but  Russia, 
unable  to  afford  her  any  effectual  assist- 
ance !  Upon  all  the  points  referred  to  re- 
latiya  to  Pruswa,  I  believe  I  havtf  satisfw- 
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torily  replied  to  tbe  hon.  geat*  I  will  add,' 
that  il  was  tbe  inclinatioD  aod  purpose  of 
ministers  to  afford  every  assistance  and  ad- 
vice in  their  power  to  aid  the  cause  and  to 
restore  the  interests  of  Prussia.    The  hon, 
I    gent,  has  said,  that  we  have  sent  a  minis- 
ter to  that  court  when  the  war  was  over. 
But  I  beg  it  to.  be  remembered,  that  we 
couJd  scarcely  have  expected  that  the  bat* 
tie  of  Auerstadt    would   have  produced 
such  direful  consequences  as  have  since 
arisen.  -  I  also  beg  to  state,  that  the  de- 
lay which  took  place  in  the  departure  of  a 
noble  lord  (Hutchinson)  waft,  owing  to  two 
causes,  first,  that  the  noble  Iprd  was  not  in 
England  when  it  was  deemed  adviseable  to 
send  him  to  the  continent ;  and  secondly, 
that  be  did  not  clearly  understand  my  first 
m&'sage  to  him.     But  when  the  mistake 
was  removed,  no  time  was  lost  in  his  lord- 
ship s  departure,    and  I  feel  confident  that 
the  selection  of  this  nobleman  for  such  a 
mission,  is  a  measure  not  likely  to  be  found 
i     fault  with  by  any  man. — Now,  as  to  the  hon. 
!     gent.'s  reomrks  upon  the  negociation,  he 
has  declined  to  enter  fully  into  the  subject, 
but  yet  in  stating,  professedly  with  a  view 
to  inform  ministers   of  the  points  upon 
vhich  he  should  feel  it  necessary  to  re- 
quire further  explanation,  he  has  not  de- 
ciined  to  indulge  in  a  strain  of  animad- 
version very  well  calculated  to  produce  an 
uDdue  opinion  of  the  case.     Without  wait- 
ing for  the  further  explanations  which  he 
professed  to  think  necessary,  he  has  thought 
proper  to  assert,  that  the    statement  in 
his  majesty's  declaration  relative  to  the  first 
overture  for  a  negociation  coming  from  the 
I^rench  goverumeut,  appeared  to  be.unfoun 
ded.    Does  the  hon..  gent,  mean  to  argue 
that  the  first  letter  of  my  late  right  hOn. 
friend  which  related  n^erely  to  tbe  assassin, 
&Dd  which  did  equal  honour  to  the  head 
^d  heart  of  tliat  illustrious  person,  had  auy 
reference,  whatever  to .  a  negociation  for 
P«ace  ?    No,  not  a  word  about  it.    The 
right  hon.   gent,  has   also   animadverted 
*ith  some  severity  on  Mr.  Fox  for  not  ha- 
ving disclaimed  the  compliment  paid  exclu- 
sively to  himself  on  the  subject  of  this  as- 
iassin.     Every  .one   who.  knew  him  wa^ 
sensible,  that  exalted  man  was  ever  an- 
xious and  eager  to  defend  the  character  of 
inend  or  foe  when  assailed  by  base.aaper 
*J0Q8.    He  had  done  so  at  the  court  of 
'ranee  during  the  interval  of  peace,  and 
^ben  Buonaparte  intimated  to  him,  that 
J*y  right  hon.  friend  near  me  (Mr.    Wind- 
■am)  was  the  abettor  of   a    conspiracy 


agsdnst  his  life,  he  openly  declared  ta  &jm» 
in  the  presence  of  his  whole  court,  that  it 
was  a  false  accusation  ^  that  he  was  sensi- 
ble and  confident  it  must  be  so,  for  that 
Mr.  Windham  was,  to  his  knowledge,  a 
gentleman  possessing  the  highest  sense*  of 
honour,  and  altogether  incs^able  of  so 
base  a  dejsign;  Then  why  should  the  let-* 
ter  of  my  distinguished  predecessor^  be 
subject  to  the  interpretation  attached  to 
it  ?  But  as  to  the  circumstance  of  making 
the  first  overture  for  peace,'  I  perfectly 
concur  with  the  hon.  gent.,  that  there  i« 
nothing  dishonourable  in  th^  thing  itself^ 
provided  circumstances  call  for  it.  :  So 
far,  indeed,  am.  I  from  entertaining  any 
such  opinion,  that  were  a  promising  op* 
portunity  to  offer,  and  any  change  to  ap» 
pear. in  the  pretensions  of  the.enemy,  I 
should  not  be^  slow  to  make  an  overture 
for  Jiegociation,  from  any  fear  of  the  re- 
prehension that  it  might  incur,  particur 
iarly  on  the  score  of  false  pride.  .  But 
with  respect  to  the  late  negociation^  ]L  am 
warranted  in  asserting,  that  when  the  per-» 
son  at  the  head  of  the  French  government 
told  one  of  his  assemblies  that  the  first 
overture  was  made  by  this  country,  he 
stated  that  which  was  untrue.  The  cor- 
respondence published  by  the  French  go- 
vernment is  imperfect  in  a  material  point 
as  to  this  part  of  the  case.  Only  one 
letter  in  answer  to  tb§.  first  letter  of  Mr. 
Fox  Appears  in  this  publication,  and  a  se- 
cond letter,  by  which  it  was  accompa- 
nied,, is  altogether  omitted.  In  this  se- 
cond letter,  which  is  by  much  the  more 
material,  Talleyrand  writes  somewhat  ia 
these  terms,  "  Probably  you  would  desire 
**  to  receive  news  fropi  this  country.  I 
^<  send  you  the  emperor's  speech  to  the  legis- 
*<  lative  body,  in  which  you  will  perceive 
<  how  pacific  his  sentiments  are.  I  do 
**  not  ask  what  is  the  pri^vailing  inclination 
with  you :  but  if  the  advantages  of  peace 
<*  are  duly  appreciated,  you*knQw  upon 
«  what  basis  it  may  be  discussed."  Now, 
this  letter  being  suppressed,  the  bon. 
gent.  and.  others,  who  think  with  him,  are 
of  course  incom^petent  to  judge  upon. this 
pointf  with  regard  to  which  they  seem  dis- 
posed to  form  such  a  positive  opinion. 
But  Uiis  letter  will  be  laid  before  the 
house,  accompanied  with  some  private 
communications  upon  the  same  point, 
which  we  received  through  lord  Yarmouth, 
ai)d' which  neither  this  house  nor  the  pub- 
lic have  yet  seen.  From  these  communi- 
cations this  country  and  Europe  will  be'' 
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Me  to  judge  tipon  whilt  conditions    w^ 
pr^pdied  to  tr^at;  also  ivhat  poiiits  tile 

^  French  minigter  acceded  to,  And  vfhvLt 
points  be  afterwards  retracted. — As  to 
(he  pr6position  of  the  nti  jf^s&idetts,  that 
^iU  be  fliUy  explained  by  the  correspon- 
dence ^hich  we  have  to  lay  before  the 

'  bouse.  In  the  French  publication  of  the 
pdpcrs.  you  tVill  observe  jiu  immense 
tshasm  fr^^  the  inonth  of  June  till  the;ar- 
HVal  df'loi'd  Lauderdale .:  daring  that  in- 
iiirVAl,  hird  Yatinoutb  w^  at  Paris,  not,  to 
Ite  -Stfrei'as  an  'Accredited  kninister,  and 
tli^fefare  no  formfal  notes  were  interchan- 
ge ;•  but  We  have  bra  dispatches  regularly 
l^bstoitted'.to  xis,  and  which  eluddate 
1j6'e  6a?t!ii*e  of  bfe  fcoiii'munications  with  the 
"Fjfettih  mih?St'6r,  pai^ticulafly  relative  to 
^>ur  deWidnd'of  -hcgocfating  hi  conjunction 
%itb  llussia.  Thfe  is  a  demand  from 
"^hicii  we-'neVer  sWerv6i3i  uhtilthe  treaty 
l^f  M.  D'Oiibril  rendered  it  unriecessaiy 
ter  us  to  persist  in  that  condition.  But, 
%Ven  tfceii;  we  conliented  fonly  in  order  to 
jfevent  ferth'er -delay,  to  enter  into  a  pro- 
•visiorial 'n^gdcSatKiii,  tintil  the  opinion  of 
%fic  Rtissfeth ' coiih  should  be  ascertained. 
That'thefideKty  of  that  gdverhtnent  could 
'ffof  be  fehaken.  Was  s6ofe  *made  e>^dent. 
Oar  dis^dsititfn  to  iriike'^n  adfcfquate  re-. 
Vurn.  for  snch^ fidelity,  cannot  iii  any  part, 
^f  this  transaction,  be  for  one'tnofment. 
Questioned.  When  the  object  of  ihehe-j 
^ciatT^,  and  tlie  peace  to  which  it  t^ats 
\yttte  expected  to  lead,  Svas  to  cera'^nt  ou^* 
'^liance  ^kh  this-gfeat  iind 'h6noui1fc}e  go- 
^Wftrietit,  to  ch^dk  the' farther '  aggfandi^e- 
IbetltfofrTrehch-j^diVer,  'arid  to  restoi^c'atid 
JlecuFe'wtot  J^eniaiiied  of  indepreridferice  in 
turofjc,  'Sm'G^Blg  -others  of  course,  the* 
*W:a!fes'of'PiTrs^a,  I 'am"  astbniafH^  that  the' 
^ght^lien.*  g^ht.  Should  manifest  siibh  a  dis- 
Sffded  temper -of  hostility  to  thM'  negocia-i 
'iton,  and"  to^  air  address  which  propoise^  to 
''tharfk  'his^tnajesty  for  cbaimehcing  and 
*jnirsuitigit«wi''6h  wicb  benevolent,  wise,  and 
♦e.talted  vid^s. .  But,  tlie  •  whole  history  of 
•this  lifegociat ion  Will  form  the  most  cora-j 
^ete  answer  to  the  hon.  gent;*s  objections^ 
^abdthe  bisst  autrdbte  to'  the  uhbecotniti^ 
^Bfirc&sms  which  -the  Ifon.  gent,  has  thought 
•■prb}3er  to  deiil  out,  particufarly  dgaihst  th^ 
^conduct  of  my  illustribtis  pi*6dectfssc>r,-who 
is  most  tihacfcottntably  censured  ibra'want 
'^of  ttiat^iilmplicity  and^manHnSss  of  charac* 
•ier  ^hich^are  most 'strikingly  Obvious  ift 
*bis  letieb.  That  ttiy^  rtght  hon'.'  fjHtebd 
'criade  no  cbhc^sffmeiit  of  ft  n^g(>6iati6n  :v^ith 
f  rauce^«it-the  tme  Le*4ttWi^^<W%ii  thfe 


meiisd^  >*lart^fe  to  PrttSsili,becausie  in  fact 
no  negocration  w^s  then  on  the  tapis,  and 
that  his  cbhdnct  ^as  in  this,  as  in  every 
Instance  of  his  life,  pldn,  open,  and  toanly, 
a  siniple  statement  of  thfe  fact  nmy  fully 
demonstrate.  The  hon.  gcnt/s  attack, 
therefore,  h  jiowerlfe!ls  witk  regard  to  rtiy 
deceased' friehdr  Blift  the  Attacks  of  the 
hob.  gent,  tore  genertil.  Among  the  rest, 
he  has  thouglrt  prbper  to Icrel  his  shafts  at 
me  ?  not,  however,  in  his  speech^  He  re- 
served me  for  his  adtlress,  where  he  com- 
pkihs  of  predatory  squadrons  being  allowed 
to  maraud' without  ihterr option,  among  our 
West-Iiidia  cokniieif.  He  has  not,  howe- 
V'er,  stated- the  amom^t  of  Ifhese  squadrons, 
the  amount  W  the  Aiischief  they  have  done, 
nay  thorc,  the  meiris  by  which  they  were 
able  to  get  out  of  port.  Ifd'Wj  the  fact  is, 
that  the  squadrons  alluded 'to  by  the  hon. 
gent.,  were^at  sea  before  I  wa^  appointed 
to  the  admirtilty.  One  sqOadi^n  sailed  in 
Oct.  1805,  and  the  other  dn' the  1 1th  of 
Dec.'Wlibwinrg  : 'and-tWten  T  catne  to  the 
admiralty  thei-e  vi^as  not  a  scr^pbf. paper  to 
be  foirnd  Hiat  could  iii'form  lis  as  to  the  des- 
tiriati6n  of  those  sqiiadrotas.  We  had  no- 
thih]g  wh4t«ver  to  guide  tmr  judgment,  we 
were'  left  to  otir  oi^iY  entjuiry,  and  we  coald 
only  send  out  sqrfadrbtis  in  pursuit  of  them 
rn  every  dlrectibn  \vh6re  Ihey  were  likely  | 
to  hkye  peered,  or  wbei-e  any  mischief  , 
cotrid  be  ddhe.-  Things  reriiained  thus  till 
Tgbt  ittte!Hg(n^ce  of  the  fleet,  aflei"wbich  j 
-sir  John  iHlck^vorth  Went  in  seArch,'and  j 
the'eV^t  t)if'  his'S  ntonths  gallant  cruize  m  | 
s^ardr  of  them  '  is  Well  known.  Tiidse 
fleets  of  %he  eri^my  did  certainly  reach  the 
We^t  Indites,  irr?d  vfery  much  interrupted 
tmdiif lured  bur  cbWmifefe  there  and  on  the- 
x^akfifAfHca;' but  this  is  in  no  degree 
imfputatble'^siny  blame  to  the  present  ad- 
ministratibn.  SihCe  they  catae  into  po^er, 
not  asJtrgle  squatdron  has  escaped  from 
their  t)wn  pfbhs' eJtcepfone,  and  out  of 
thkt,  4  6r^5  of  the  frigrftes  Which  coinposed 
it  have  been  taken ;  onr  fleets  at  present 
blodk  fhem  bp.in  every  port 'along  the 
whole  eitftent  of  the  coast.  The  fleets 
"which  formerly  escaped  frdto  thede  ports, 
have  been  trifisth  scattei^ed  and  dl^ersed 
in  different  quarters  of  the  globe;  some  6f 
them  havet>een  so'fortuniste  as  to  reach 
home  fcigain,  by  "Separating,  and  by  sfingic 
ships  stealing'  into  their  Own  ports*  in  the 
night, '  iij  the  -^tee  ciandestitie  way  In 
which  they  had  stoler*  out.  *Sdme'  of  them 
are  now  bl6cfc&ded  in  the  Amerkan 
port*,  '  ^h«re'    o(Ur' '  thip*  '  tfte   ^aitiftg 
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to  lr^«h  their  coRiing  <o%rt^  '«tid  if  the«^ 
^all   chtre  to  dolso,  I  bsve  ino  doubt  ^ve 
^ttH  bav^  ti  good  ficcount  of  ^be^n .    The 
last  we  beard  of,  had,  to  av<6id  otir^hips, 
sailed    into  a  Iport,  where  *  %hip  of  her 
iixe  had  never  been  known  to  ettter  be- 
fore? and' there  is  every  reason  tobope  and 
believe,  that  the  winds  and  ^ea   will  beat 
her  to  pieces  before  the  winter  is  over. — 
Inett  come  to  the  embarkation  that  the 
bon.  gent«  rsf^aifl  to'thirik  w^  onght  to  have 
prepiared  on  our  'first  coming  into  ofllce. 
The  e^ipeditions  that  he  doubtless  means 
to  suggest  that  we  ought  to  have  sent  out, 
would  be  for  the  West  indies.    Bnthas  he 
considered,  that  if,  as  soon  as  we  bad  been 
ia  office,  we  bad  prepared  su^h  an  e^cpe- 
dition,  it  wotild  '  not  have  arrived  at  the 
West  Indies  tlntil  the  lattfer  end  of  May,  or 
the  beginning'orJdne?  and  that,  surely,  is 
not  a  tinte-'for  bteginning   liiilitary    Ope- 
rations  in-the^West  Indies:  [lord 'Castle i; 
Te^h  said-acrosstbe'ljouse^ncitHo  tbe'West 
Indies.]' O,  then,  F^suppose  i t  is* rh^aHt  that 
•we  should  ^ave  sent  an^xp^teod  tb^fne 
part  of  South  America.  "  They  shbuld 
howeveri  suppose  tbAt  Hheiibvelty  of  isuth 
*an  expedition,  -artd  tWe "^xteHt  of  the  ope-, 
rations' on  that  ^coritrm?nt,'wodd  bex>f  a 
uature  to  t^uife  at  ie&st  eN^me  tim^  to 
consider  and  prepare.     Whatever  success 
we  have  obtained  in  South 'America,  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  do  tiot  pi'etcnd  to  give, 
themselves  any  credit  for.     On  the^ist  oi 
Sept;  they  gave  -ati*  order  that  the  transports* 
should  retarn  from  the  C^pe'empty.     The 
^rst  notice  that  the  present  ^government. 
^ver  received  6f  such  an  oxj^edition,  was 
by  dispatches  that  they  received  on  the^4th 
of  June,  xlated  from  St. '  H-etena  in  the 
month  of  Apt41.     At  that  time  it  was  a 
matter  of  serious  diOiculty  to  know  "^b^^ 
to  resolve  upon.     If'  they  had' sent '  out  ^ 
strottg'fteet,  andthat'ileet'fehoQM*'fittd  that 
sir  If  ome  Popham's  Expedition'  had  sailed  J 
'they  Would  not  b^ve  known  what  parttd 
^go  to.    'ffis  mjgest/s  ministers  were  notj 
•  however,'  negligent.    They  sent  the^Satnp* 
ion  man  of  war,  and  a  convoy  whi^bsaih^d 
under  ber'pfOtoction,  assoon^asthe^wind 
woaid  permit.    If  a  more  considerable  te- 
inforcemebf'was  trot  sent,  *the *^bon.;gent. 
must  ^acknowledge,  thar  there  injghc  be 
other  "servicfes  '>«rhicb.  appeared -m^jte-^s- 
liug,  arfd  that  in  the*  situation  the  conti- 
nent then -Was,  ifwas-^extremely  de^hrciWe 
tokeepaconsidex^ble  tlisposabie  fore^ut 
bome^  to  tAkc'the  advama'g*'6f  anyirfvouii- 
ible*d(y)MinuiAiy^t3ib  ^ther  costtet^ti  ^dif^*- 


muel  Aelnnuty'^ss^adrotisaiki^'forBfieiufli 
Ayres  on  the  9th  of  Oct.  which  ;wa8!Dnfy« 
month  after  it  wais  known  the  pttce  was •  an 
our  possession,  and  if  it  did  aorsfaiLsoiinex^ 
it  was  m&rel^  because  'i$  wa8<:d(^m6dMbf 
nnfavourabie  winds.  A^o.«bjF<disoOiaetA 
that  the  Ixfto.  ^etit*  ^svtes  to'  bfiA«'  been  ipr^ 
duoed  h(y  geineral  Cpaufuud!s  appointment; 
I  must  only  observethat  hecertainlyinjo^it 
nothing  ofthe  natute  or  the  >oi^ect  of  ths 
expedition  which  has  beantcOnfMM  to-jgm* 
Craufurd.  His  m^esty'a  mtnilfieits  IuUms 
certainly  a  rigHt  4o  ^select  tbose  officevt 
whom  they  lOHy.^fiikmosttpir^vpertto^sicei 
cu«e  those  patiticular  thicfgs  that 'are «»« 
tmsted  tothem.  £>#t'whyiaiB  we  cossup* 
pose'that  this  selection  of  gen.  Craufurd  hm 
giv^  gneat  o«Bto«e  ^We  have  <  never  ^bteraT, 
iyeittier  db«8  thehon.^geilt.'now  allege,  that 
the  selection  of  UirHome  'Popbam  ev«r 
ga^re'any<oiibBee;  atfd  yet  sir  ^Uatn^^B^^ 
batn  ^bafe  at  ijBa^t'M'nfany- superiors  m  the 
-na^H^,  <asjgen^€7aufiird  htts>itt-:the.army^ 
tie  isoniy  the  l€oth  uporn  tiie:lr$t  of  cap^ 
taini ;  4L»id  yet  whoever  heard  ^that  the 
4iavy 'were  discontented^  beoause  siriHanae 
Popbtom  wasemployed,  ^vhile  niady  of  his 
«enioits  weve  unemployed  ?  We  are  ehafgetf 
with  having  supersede  sir  John  iS  to  art,  sir 
Home  Popham,  and  sir  DavidiBaird.  As 
to  sir  Jolin  Srtoart,  it  certainly  isf^^t  fait-te 
say  that  lie  was  superseded*  Atdnsty  7<0to 
men  were  placed^ under  hiscommawdrisr 
the  defence  of  Sicxly;  afterwai^s^  that 
number  bad  been  increased  to  anarmy^f 
1 6,000  men,  ^Vho  were  commanded  by^as. 
Fax.  <l^is  Was  not  superseding  sir  J^ihat 
Stuart,  butinaking  bis  divqfiion-a  part  of^i; 
much  larger  army.  1 1  cannot  be;  said,  that 
we  think  lightly,  or  wish  tospoak  lightly 
of  tl)e  services  performed 'j)y  .sir  John 
Stuai^.  'Nobody  holds  tbem  in  a  liigb^ 
light  than  I  do,  nor  feels  more  proudly^iaa 
an  r\l>RglishtBan,  at'^he  glorious 'event  of 
^e^a«ile  of  Maida;  hut  if thehon.  gsat. 
had  bdd  but  the' patience  to  waitibr-a'ftfir 
hours  I  lorfger, :  he  nvo^rid  probably  have 
heard  fraai  my  right  bon.  friend  (Mr. 
WinAbam)  a  notice  of»a  motion  t 'for  *ho 
pui^f>eee  of  fetunring  thsJH^  to^sir  iotm 
S^fUart^'Stid  these  dflScets  whadisti^gaash)^ 
themsc^s  in  tbat•^aotion•  I  behave,  ii  He 
oonsiders  a  little,  r4ye /will  not  suppose  Ithat 
it*  was  tuerely  fon^be-puvpiMe  oC^rviiigsgmu 
F^x^tf  bifgli::0omtifat)d>  i^t  the-Wdditioaal 
ai^y  was  -sent  to  Sicfily.  iAs  to^^in  Hoihe 
Pophanrand^^r^viridFfiiiird,  I  'ftieelrcoii- 
less^thae^  I^wasr^one  bf  those  ^vhc^'dirisid 
iihiii»M#a»^H^«)poo4l»g^>udd  4te^ 
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did  without  orders,  and  upon  their  owo 
judgemeot.  and  responsibility,  undertake 
the  expedition  to  South  America.     In  pro- 
secution of  their  schemet  they  did  not  ^ven 
leave  a.nngle  ship  o(  the  line  to  protect  the 
XJape  of  Gi^  Hope.    They  even  obliged 
« frigate  tfaftt  was  sent  out  to  India  with 
jEDooey  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  Uiere, 
jto  desert  the  destination  that  it  was  in«. 
I^ded  for  and  go  upon  this  South  American 
/expedition.     Such  conduct  as  this  I  con. 
aider   highly  reprehensible,  and  were  it 
to  be  overlooked)  there  would,  be  an  end 
.  to  all  disciplme  and  subordination.     I  do 
not  wish  to  dwell   upon   the  misconduct 
of  men  in  their  a^isence :  bnt  there  is  one 
act  of  sir  Home  Popham's  which  I  cannot 
jbesitate  to  censure  as  particularly  improper, 
jmd  Uiat  is,  his  letter  to  the  manu&cturers. 
What  his  motives  for  such  conduct  were,  1 
cannot  say.     Perhaps  he  wished  to  court 
jsome  favour  and  protection  against  the 
.censure  which  he  must  be  conscious  of  de- 
serving from  government.     Perhaps  this 
letter  to  seek  mercantile  gratitude,  while  of- 
fending against  professional  duty,  was  one  of 
the  fatal  effects  to  be  apprehended  from  that 
mischievous  systemof  rewards  administered 
by  ,the  committee  at  Lloyd\'called  the  Pa- 
.triotic  Fund,  a  committee  which  is  held 
.  out  to  the  navy  as  giving  greater  reward 
and  encouragement  than  the  government 
4>f  the  country.    I  do  consider  the  conduct 
.of  sir  Home  Popham^  as  highly  reprehen- 
sible in  a  British  officer,  and,   therefore, 
although  I  should  be  sorry  to  pronounce 
strongly  on  the  conduct  of  any  man  until 
lie  has  had  an  opportunity  of  justifying 
himself,  yet  I  will  say,  that  there  is  nothing 
in  the  first  appearance  of  this  transaction, 
which  a  British  parliament  can  approve  of. 
If  such  conduct  as  this    appears  to  be, 
could  be  not  only  justified  but  approved 
of,  it  would  then  follow,  that  all  our  mili- 
tary .governors,   in  the   West  Indies,   in 
Gibraltar,  and  in  every  other  part  of  the 
.  worlds  might  totally  disregard  the  instruc- 
.  tions  they  should  receive  from  government, 
and  turn  their  whole  forces  wherever  their 
,  private  opiniotf,  or  wherever  their  interest 
might  point  out.  This  is  a  doctrine,  which 
I  am  sure  the  bou.  gent,  would  not  wish  to 
hold  out  to  our  army  and  navy.    As  (p  the 
.  changes  in  our  ambassadors,  and  that  to 
which  he   prinipipally  alludes,  of  sending 
Mr..  Adair  in  the  place  of  sir  A.  Paget,  I 
must  observe,  that,  after  the  very  incau- 
tious publication  of  bis  correspondence  by 
the  late  goveminent,  it  is  not  extrsordi- 


oary  fh^t  we  should  think  it  proper  that 
some  other  person  sl)ouId  be  sent  out  to 
succeed  him.^-^As  to  the  dissoluUcn  of 
parliament,  it  is  by  no  means  surprising, 
that,  after  the  negociation  had  completely 
failed,  his  majesty's  ministers  should  advise 
his  majesty  to  recur  to  the  sense  of  his 
people,  as  the  means  most  likely  to  obtain 
that  uuanimity  which  is  so  demreable  under 
the  present  circumstances.  The  dissolu- 
tion was  at  a  time  when  the  public  business 
was  over,  when  the  harvest  was  finished, 
and  when  it  appeared  that  the.  election 
could  be  carried  on  without  the  least  .disad-* 
vantage  to  the  industry  and  convenience  of 
the  nation.  We  are  charged  with  abusing 
the  name  of  the  king  on  a  former  occasion ; 
but  to  that  charge  I  will  simply  answer, 
that  his  majesty's  qaiuisters  had  no  idea  of 
advising  the  dissolution,  of  parliament 
until  they  he^d  of  the  complete  failure  of 
the  jDegociatioD,  and  as  soon  as  they  were 
informed  of  that  event  they  advised  it.  A» 
to  the  charge  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
having  used  improper  means  to  influence 
the  election,  I  believe  there  have  been  com- 
plaints that  government  did  not  employ 
that  influence  which  they  fairly juight  have 
employe^.  I  can  take  u^n  mysdf  to  say 
in  the  face  of  this  bouse  and  of  the  public, 
that  in  no  instance  was  a  single  shilling  of 
the  public  money  employed  in,i^ny  election 
throughout  the  country.  For  what  reason 
the  long  amendment  of  the  bon.  gent*,  has 
been  proposed,  I  know  not ;  perhaps  it  was 
to  answer  the  purpose  of  publicatioq. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives,  I 
think  1  have  generally  replied  to  it,  and  I 
shall  be  ready  to  meet  the  charges  sepa- 
rately, and  more  in  detail,  whenever  the 
subject  is  brought  regularly  before  the 
house. 

Lord  Castlereagh  assured  the  house^  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  trespass  on  the 
time  of  the  house,  by  entering  at  length 
into  the  consideration  of  the  present  sul^- 
ject,  particularly  as  all  the  papers  and  do-* 
cuments  relating  to  it  had  not  as  yet  been 
laid  on  the  table.  He  agreed  with  the 
noble  lord,  who  had  displayed  great  elo- 
quence and  very  considerable  talents  in  the 
vindication  of  himself  and  the  rest  of 
his  majesty's  ministers,  that  the  proper  time 
for  considering  the  important  question  of 
negociation  with  France  was,  when  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  should  be  laid 
before  the  hou$e.  Coinciding  vrith*  him 
thus  generally  on  the  subject  of  the  nego« 
ciation  m  t9  tbe  fitaess  of  the  tio^  for  dis<« 
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cussing  k,  be  begged  leaY«»  however,  to  ob- 
serve,     that  the  course  pmrnied  by  the 
noble  lord  and  his  colleagues  in  office  was 
Dot  founded  in  wisdom's  nor  the  proposi< 
tioDS  of  the  noble  lord  borne  out  by  sound 
argument.    Before  he  undertook  to  shew 
the  fallacy  of  the  noble  lord's  reasobing  on 
many  of  the  general  points  contained  in 
Kis  speech,  he  should  make  a  few  prelimi- 
nary remarks  on  the   aoble  Iprd's  reply 
and  comments  on  his  right  hon.   friend's 
amendment.      Whence    arose  the  noble 
lord's  exultation  and  marked  display  of 
tdumph  at  his  right  hon.  friend's  resolqtion 
not  to  press  the  question  to  a  division  ?  It 
would  appear  as  if  ministers  thought  them- 
selves certain  of  the  confi<ience  of  the 
bouse,    and  secure  of  a  majority;   but, 
leaving  them  to  enjoy  their  own  feelings  on 
the  occasion,  he  could  not  but  applaud  the 
view  and  object  of  his  right  hon.  friend  in 
not  dividing  the  house  under  the  present 
circumstances.       In^  whatever  light    the 
amendment  might  be  considered   by  mi- 
nisters, he  was  sure  that  every  impartial 
person  who  attended  to  it  seriously,  must 
acknowledge  that  it  waff  founded  on  matter 
of  fact,  and  not  on  opinions  and  assertions. 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  not  endeavoured 
to  attack  the  government  under  a  notice  of  a 
motion  for  an  enquiry  into  their  conduct ; 
he  did  not  thus  impute  blame  to  them,  and 
suspend  an  implied  charge  over  their  heads. 
No !  be  exhibited  his  complaint  in  the 
first   instance,  supported  by  facts,  boldly 
and  unequivocally  advanced,  which  gave 
ministers  a  fair  opportunity  of  explaining 
themselves,    and    vindicating  their  mea- 
sures.   The  noble  lord  had,  in  some  parts 
of  his  speech,  took  credit  to  himself  and 
bis  friends,  for  having  uniformly  acted  in 
opposition  from  principle,  and  not  from  a 
spirit  of  teasing    and  harassing  govern- 
ment unnecessarily.    He  could  also  assure 
the  house   that  both   himself  and   those 
who  acted  with  him  on  the  same  side  were 
influenced  by  no  motive  in  their  opposition 
hot  public  principle.     They  felt  it  their 
duty  to  watch  and  revise  the  acts  of  mi- 
nisters, in  order  to  call  them  to  an  account. 
Sach  a  thing  might  be  deemed  bad  or  re- 
prehensible. Qn  this  ground  therefore  the 
opposition,  of  which   the  noble  lord  bad 
formed   a  distinguished   part,  could  not 
stand  in  competition,  with  respect  to  the 
discharge  of  pub|ip  duty,  with  the  present 
opposition  ;  for  his  lordship  must  recollect, 
that  he  and  hi?  friends  had  torned  their 
hacks  pn  pofliaqi^nti  and  ntglected  allr 


public  concerns  in  the  hour  of  distress  and 
peril :  when  public  duty  required  their  at^ 
tendance,  they  were  not  to  be  found  at 
their  posts ;  they  had  seceded  and  aban«. 
doned  the  cause  of  t&e  country,  and  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  by  their  constituents. 
HaN-ing  said   thus   much    respecting  the 
preliminary  topics   of  the    noble    lord^s 
speech,    he  should   now  proceed  to  call, 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  some  promi- 
nent points  of  the  negociation,  which  was 
the  main  question ;  and  first,  he  readily- 
admitted,  that  the  issue  of  the  negociatioa 
was  disgraceful  to  the  enemy,  and  honour- 
able, on  the  whole,  to  this  country,  even 
from    the  present  blush   of  it;  but,  not* 
withstanding  this  admission,  be  felt  much 
anxiety    respecting    many    circumstancea 
connected    with,    and   arising  out    of  it; 
but  he  trusted  ministers   would  be  able, 
when  the  papers  were   produced,   to  re- 
move his  present  uneasiness.     As  he  had- 
already  observed,  there,  were  many  points 
of  the  negociation  which  required  very  sa- 
tisfactory explanation.    He  wss  apprehen- 
sive, however,    that  in    carrying  on  the 
discussions,   ministers  had  deluded  both, 
themselves  and  Europe  ;  it  necessarily  fok 
lowed   that   the  powers  of  the  continent 
had     their    attention  fixed  on    the  pro- 
gress of  a  negociation  which  lasted  8  months, 
and  what  naturally  must  have  been  the  re- 
sult, but  that  their  disposition  to  co-ope- 
rate against  France  had  relaxed  or  produ<« 
ced  indecision  ?  It  was  to  be  shewn,  there- 
fore, what  effect  the  negociation  had  on 
the  rest  of  Europe ;  it  remained  for  mi- 
nisters to  prove  that  their  protracted  pa^. 
cific  discussion  had  not  exposed  and  en-* 
dangered  the  interest  and  security  of  tha 
continent.     It  might  have  induced  Russia 
to  enter  into  a  negociation  with  the  Frencl^ 
government;  it  might  have  even  led  Prus- 
sia to  make  a  premature  demonstration  of 
hostility  against  France,  in  order  to  a&f 
sure  both  'England  and   Russia  th^t  the 
cabinet  of  Berlin  was  determined  to  .^ub* 
mit  no  longer  to  the  humiliation  and  }Dij 
suits  of  the  enemy.     These  circumstances, 
and  niany  more  which  arose  from  the  pen-? 
dency  of  a  negociation  for  8  months,  un- 
doubtedly made  the  production  of  all  the  pa- 
pers on  the  subject  highly  desirable  and 
necessary.     From  the  condiict  of  minis- 
ters during  the  negociation,  it  appeared  a^ 
if  they  had  been  certain  of  peace;  if  tbej 
had  not  made  sure  .of  peace,  was  it  possi- 
ble, that  during  8  months,  while  th^  dis« 
cuBSLons  lasted,  they  s|ioold  hsve  ^id  njf 
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rfr  tfteir  mtlitarf  plaoa,  and  the  whole 
^yntexh  c^  internal  defence  and  security  f 
Iffpott  wiiaf  other  possible-  ground  waft  the 
G«¥¥era{Tiainiiig  aet  suspended  in  a  great 
HM^asure?  \Vby  was  t^e  instruction  for  re- 
goltttitp^*  th«  araqr  acecmiing  to  the  new 

Etett  postponed  till  the  return  of  lord 
udKerdale  ?  On  what  ground  could  the 
n^eet  of  all  miKtary    resources  be  ac- 
tomts^foTf  but  on  the  certainty  of  peace, 
lender  tfie  srrerest  terms  of  an  armistice  ? 
Itwas  imposM^e  to  conceive  a  more  gene- 
Ml^orpot  than  th^at  which  pervaded  every 
Ihrancb  of  the  anny  during  iho  whole  of 
fliOfle  aiixiousr,8   months.      After  having 
^d  the  closest  attention  to  the  subject, 
&e  eouH  only  discern  that  3  regiments  of 
Ac  line  had  been  sent  up  the  Mediterra- 
IMIUI9  and  arrired  just  in  time  to  see  our 
gallaot  troops  abandoning  the  brave  and 
loy^l  Calabn^nSy  to  whom  our  commander 
iMd  promised  every  assistance.     He  beg- 
ged likewise  to  remind  the  house,  that  not 
a  man  had  suited  for  Buenos  Ayres  til) 
ibe  retaro.o|*Lprd  Lauderdale  was  known. 
Under  the  jsrfsomstancea  of  the  case  they 
clvould  eitherr  have  recalled  general  Beres- 
lardy  orsen^  6ut  a  reinforcement  immedi- 
ately.   They  had  left  that  valuable  cap- 
ture 4  months  without  any  reinforcement ; 
and  if  the  gallant  officer  commanding  at 
the  Cape. had.  not  detached  some  of  his 
trocipSy  it  would  be  impossible  to  tell  the 
4(0D^quence.-    This,    however,    was    not 
the  only  proof  of  their  indecision ;  there 
was  another  equally  strong  in  their  con- 
Aict  towards  general  Miranda.     He  did 
not  mean  to  discuss  the  policy  of  forward- 
ing that  officer^s  projects,  that  was  a  subject 
mich   required   consideration :   but  why 
had  not  ministers  decided  one  way  or  other 
on'  a  question  obviously  interesting  to  the 
British  empire  >  So  far  was  government 
from  making  up  their  wind  on  it,  that  our 
Commanders  were  obliged  constantly  to  re- 
ply to  tlie*  applications  made  to  Ihem  for 
J^opport,  that  they  would  write  home  for 
instructions ;  and  at  last  we  contributed 
our  aid.  by  sending  a  few  light  armed  ves- 
sels to  Convoy  the  expedition. — As  another 
proof  that  ministers  nad  relied  on  the  cer- 
tainty of  peace,  the  noble  lord  mentioned 
the  situation  of  our  troops  at  Plymouth, 
where  they  had  remained  4  months  in  a 
niostdeplofabte' condition,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  tikne  the  faa!f  of  them  sailed 
fer  Sicily,  wben^  .they'remmocd  locked  up 
at  the  iery  mt^ment  wlien  they  should  be 


continent;    It^  was  evident  thai  aiiiniaters 
could  not  tommit  such  gross  misnumage- 
iment  if  they  had  not  lirendly  duped  them-* 
selves  with   the  sanguine   expectation  oi 
peace  with  Buonaparte. — Here  the  noble 
lord  contrasted  the  confederacy  of  last  year 
with  the  one  formed  this  year,  and  inferred 
from  the  comparison,    that   the    former, 
though  unsuccessful,. had  displayed  combi-* 
nation,  energy,  and  wisdom,  while  the  lat- 
ter, as  far  as  ministers  were  concerned* 
exhibited   tl>e   utmost  imbecility.      With 
reepect   to  the  appcMutment  of  brigadier- 
oreneral  Craufurd,  to  the  command  of  so 
large  ahd  important  an  expedition  as  had 
lately  sailed,  he  concurred  with  his  riglH 
hon.  friend  in  saying,  thatit  was  naturally  a 
subject  which  had  dissatisfied  many  ;    to 
that  officer,  personally,  he  could  iiot  have 
the  smallest  objection,  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  seeing  his  talents  displayed  in  Ire- 
land to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  had  no 
doubt  whatever  of  his  possessing  great  mi- 
liary skill ;  but  it  fhould  be  remembered* 
mat  be  was  only  the  fourth  or  fifth  colonel 
in  the  service,  and  consequently,  that  if 
any  thing  occurred'  on  the  voyage,  or  ou 
the  arrival  of  the  expeditiot*  at  its  destina* 
tion,  to  prevent  him  from  attending  his 
duty,  the  command  in  chief  must  neces- 
sarily devolve  on  a  lieut,  colonel  under 
him.    This  would  be   an   unprecedented 
situation  for  the  troops  to  be  placed  in. 
He  saw  no  necessity    of   giving   an    ap- 
pointment which   had  excited  such  sur- 
prise and  disgust  throughout  the  army. 
Surely,  it  was  easy  for  the  ri'ght'hon.  se- 
cretary (Mr.  Windham)  to  have  made  a 
selection  which  would  have  given  satisfac- 
tion, and  have  conducted  the  expedition 
with  equals  gallantry  and  success.      The 
only  merit  his  majesty's  ministers  could 
pretend  to  claim  on  account  of  the  business 
in  South  America,  was  that  of  having  gi- 
ven a  considerable  disposeable  force   to 
officers  invested  with  a  certain  discretion. 
As  to   the  dissolution  of  parliament,   h6 
highly  disapproved  of  it.     In  lord    Ho- 
wick^  letter  to  the  lord  mayor,  dated  the 
8th  of  October,  there  was  not  a  word  of 
the  dissolution  of  parliament*  bnt  upon 
the  10th,  parliament  was  dissolved.     Thia 
was  a  course  of  proceeding  which  was  nei- 
ther justified  by  precedeut  nor  fair  dealing. 
He  considered  it  as  an  electioneering  trick 
of  government,  and  a  measure  not  called 
for  by  necessity ;  and,  bestowed  praises  on 
the    last  parliament  fer  the  integrity  of 
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dissolution  with  that  ki  1784,  which  he 
ttjaiataioed  to  be  a  coustitution^.!  exercise  of 
the  royal  prerogative ;  but  here  it  was  made 
yse  of  fnom  party  inotives^  and  for  party 
purposes,  lie  thought  the  amendment  of 
his  right  boa.  friend  a  perfectly  manly 
mode  of  telliag  ministers  wherein  their 
coodoct  was  to  be  objected  to;  but  he 
vas  glad  his  right  hon.  friend  did  not  press 
for  a  division.  It  was  very  different  from 
the  conduct  of  opposition  for  the  last  15 
years  ^  for  those  gentlemen  cared  not  to 
commit  to  writing  their  jsentiments,  but  al- 
most always  dealt  in  general  censure. — 
The  original  motion  on  the  address  was 
then  put  aiui  carried,  nem.  con. 

Lord  Howick  then  rose  and  said,  that  he 
hoped  to  be  able  on  Monday  next,  to  lay 
U^  papers  relative  to  theiiegociation  before 
the  bouse,  as  every  exertion  was  making 
to  have  them  prepared  as  early  as  possible. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ifindham  gave  notice, 
that  on  Monday  next  he  should  mov^  the 
tuanks  of  the  house  to  sir  Jolm  Stuart, 
tnd  the  officers  and  men  who  had  fought 
UDder  him  at  the  glorious  battle  of  Mad- 
(la«-»Adjourned. 

^.ousc  OF  co:mmons. 
Sat^rday^  December  20. 
[MxNUTBS.]     Mr.    Johnson    from    the 
ofDce  of  the  cliief  secretary  of  Ireland, 
presented  the  5d  and  4th  reports  of  the 
commiasioaers  appointed   to  enquire  into 
the  Fees,  &c.  of  the  public  offices  of  Ire- 
laad, — On  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Uobhouae, 
the  usual  committee  to  enquire  into  £jc- 
pirlng  Laws  was  appointed.-^On  the  sug- 
gestion of  lend  Howick,  it  was  resolved, 
that  no  petitions  for  private  bills  should 
^  receLvcud  after  Friday,  the  27th  day  of 
Feb.  next. — it  w^  also  understood,  on  thei 
iotimatioa  of  lord  Howick,  and  with  the; 
w^iesceoce  of  the  Speaker,  that  public 
business  should  commence  every   day  at 
half-post  four  o'clock.^ — The  Speaker  ha- 
ving enquired  whether  or  not  there  were 
<kay  £]eQUQn  Petitions   to  be  presented, 
^d  havic^g  stated  the  order  by  which,  ac- 
Qordii^  to' the  rules  of  the  house,  the  se- 
veeal  classiBS^of  those  petitions  ought  tq 
beacraiige49  the  following, were  presented 
.^  re«d^  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
<^iclej)«MUqa  on  the  da^'s  attached  to  them, 
^z.— Krom  Uorshaai  Jan.  8,.Penryn  J^. 
3i  Saltash  Jail*  13,  Westminster  Jan.  13, 
Xregon^  ^Un.  20,  Maldon  Jan.  20;  khQi- 
deeuian.iZ^..    The  Westtninster  petition, 
ipEe^eoted  by  Xoxd  i'olkestsouie,  was  ixom 
VqL.Vin. 


James  Paull,  esq.  coraplaiaiogof  the  undue 
return  of  R.  B.  Sheridan,  esq.  The  petition 
.stated,  that,  regardless  of  the  laws  against 
bribery  and  corruption,  Mr.  Sheridan  had 
been  guilty  of  those  offences,  by  giving  re- 
wards, in  various  ways,  to  many  of  the  elec- 
tors who  voted  for  him ;  that  be  had  used 
threats  to  induce  those  who  would  other- 
wise have  voted  for  Mr.  Paull,  to  vote  for 
bini ;  that  he  had  procured  a  considerable 
number  of  illegal  votes,  and  that  by  such 
means  he  had  obtained  a  colourable  majo- 
rity, and  was  returned,  with  §ir  S.  Hood,  as 
a  member  in  the  present  parliament  for  the 
ciiy  of  Westminster.  The  petitioner  con- 
cluded by  praying  relief. 

[Th  E  Lords  Commission  Ens' Sp££Ch.] 
Mr.  Laiub  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
address  to  his  majesty,  in  answer  to  his  ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  speech.  On  the  mo^ 
tion  for  its  being  read. 

Lord  Howick^  unwilling  that  any  thing 
which  he  might  have  said  should  mislead 
the  honse  or  the  country,  rose  to  ejiplain 
two  circumstances  in  the  debate  of  the  pre- 
ceding evening.  It  was  certainly  not  ex« 
traordinary,  iu  the  new  and  important  sitU/* 
atloii  in  which  he  found  himself  placed,  that 
his  embarrassment  should  be  productive  of 
some  error,  however  unintentional.  He 
certainly  had  last  night  c«;nceived  and 
stated,  that  Mr.  Fox's  last  letter,  respect- 
ing any  negociation  with  France  in  which 
llussia  should  not  be  included,  was  dated 
as  far  back  as  the  26th  of  March;  but 
having  since  referred  to  the  official  docu- 
ments, he  found  tliat  the  date  of  the  letter 
to  which  he  had  alluded  was  the  20th  April ; 
and  therefore  sO  far  the  argument  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Canning) 
carried  with  it  more  weight  than  in  the  other 
case  it  Would  be  entitled  to.  Having  said 
thus  much  in  correction  of  his  statement, 
he  should  proceed  to  the  explanation  of 
another  point  in  dispute.  Very  heavy 
censure  had  been  passed  by  the  noble  lord 
(Castlere^gh)  and  the  right  hon.  gent, 
against  bis  iate  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Kox) 
for  not  having  repelled  the  accusation  of 
preceding  adniinistrations  contained  in 
M.Talleyrand's  reply  to  his  first  letter.  To 
prevent  any  misapprehension  that  might  go 
forth,  before  the  papers  should  be  laid  un 
the  table  of  the  house,  he  would  distinctly 
declare,  that  his  right  hon.  friend  had  re- 
pelled that  accusation,  though  the  French 
government,  in  the  publication  which  they 
caused  to  be  made  bf  the  correspondence, 
had  thouglUprojper  to  suppitrss  that  part  of  it. 
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Mr-  Canning  felt  himself  under  the  ut- 
most obligation  to  the  noble  lord  for  the 
extreme  candour,  which  prompted  him  to 
come  forward  and  make  the  statements 
which  he  had  done.  With  regard  to  the 
(Jate  of  Mr.  Fox's  letter,  it  certainly  had 
surprized  him  verj'  much  yesterday  evening, 
when  the  noble  lord  declared  the  date 
which  he  had  just  corrected  ;  but  he  did 
hot  see  that  the  alteration  of  date  made 
such  a  diflference  in  the  state  of  the  argu- 
ment, as  the  noble  lord  seemed  willing  to 
allow.  He  had  contended,  that  not  on  one 
particular  day  alone,  but  that  on  every  day 
the  situation  of  this  country,  with  respect 
to  Russiat  .ought  to  have  been  present  to 
the  minds  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  and  to 
have  iufluenced'  their  conduct.  With  re-, 
spect  to  the  suppression  by  the  French  go- 
vernment of  the  defence,  which  it  now  ap- 
peared by  the  noble  lord's  statement,  had 
been  made  by  Mr.  Fox,  of  the  conduct  of 
antecedent  administrations  against  the  foul 
charges  preferred  against  them,  it  gave  him 
great  satisfaction  to  find  that  such  a  de- 
fence had  been  made.  The  house  would 
recollect,  however,  that  he  had  last  night 
pnly  reasoned  hypothetically  on  this  sub- 
ject, declaring,  that  if  the  chasms  in  the 
correspondence  which  he  had  described 
should  not  be  properly  supplied,  such  and 
such  must  be  tire  consequences  necessarily 
to  be  deduced  from  that  omission.  In 
pointing  out  these  chasms,  he  conceived 
that  he  had  done  a  service  to  his  majesty  *s 
ministers. 

Lord  Howick  added  to  his  former  state- 
ment, that  Mr.  Fox  in  his  letter  declared, 
that  what  he  did  was  with  the  direct  appro- 
bation of  all  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  op- 
pose the  address,  but  merely  to  notice  one 
or  two  points  which  had  been  omitted  in  his 
majesty's  speech  to  the  house.  There  were 
a  few  topics  also  to  which  he  wished  to  ad- 
vert on  the  present  occasion,  just  to  let  the 
noble  lord  who  introduced  them,  see  that 
his  triumph  was  not  as  complete  as  he  had 
induced  himself  to  imagine.  The  noble 
ic^rd  bad^  in  the  course  of  his  speech  last 
night,  drawn  a  cotnparison  between  the  15 
years  opposition,  of  which  the  noble  lord 
had  been  a  distinguished  member,  and  the 
present  opposition,  which. he  characterized 
as  factious  and  harassing,  while  he  compli- 
mented his  own,  as  one  which  had  been 
uniformly  actuated'  by  pritaciple.  Allow- 
ing the  noble  lord  all  the  enjoyment  which 
he  could  derive  from  bis  retrospects  he 


should  tell  him,  that  however  he  might 
please  to  denominate  the  present  opposi- 
tion,  he  would  find  them  at  their  post,  at- 
tending to  the  progress  of  public  business* 
and  paying  particular  attention  to*  the  con- 
duct and  measures  of  ministers*  If  the 
noble  lord  thought  that  this  kind  of  opposi* 
tion,  founded  on  public  duty,  tras  haras- 
sing, he  frankly  informed  the  noble  lord 
in  time,  that  hie  could  not  expect  much  in^ 
dulgehce  or  sound  repose  during  the  ses- 
sion. The  noble  lord  bad  kid  great  stress 
on  the  term  popularity,  which  he  emphati- 
cally declared  the  present  opposition  did 
not  possess.  This  was  a  point,  however, 
on  which  he  did  not  see  that  the  noble 
lord  had  great  reason  to  exult.  Let  him  look 
to  the  result  of  the  general  election.  A 
reference  to  the  contests  in  those  places 
where  the  largest  share  of  popularity  might 
have  been  manifested,  would  soon  shew  of 
what  quality  and  description  the  popularity 
,of  the  ministerial  candidates  was  composeel. 
Look  to  Norfolk  and  ISoutbwark ;  come  thea 
to  Hampshire ;  but  of  the  election  for  that 
place  be  should  not  now  take  any  other  no- 
tice, than  just  mentioning  that  his  lordship 
would  hear  more  respecting  it^  before  the 
end  of  the  session,tban, might  be  palateable., 
The  noble  lord  could  not  be  ignorant  of 
the  sort  of  popularity  which  distinguished 
the  treasurer  of  the  navy  (Mr.  Sheridan), 
from  the  other  candidates,  at  the  election 
for  Westminster.  Observing  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  was  not  in  his  place,  he  should 
abstain,  at  present,  from  taking  a  view 
of  ministerial  popularity  in  that  city,  fie 
would  taise  the  liberty,  however,  cf  asking 
aright  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Tierney)  whom  he 
was  glad  to  see  in  the  house,  what  he 
thought  of  the  point  at  issue  ?  Why  was  he 
unsuccessful  at  Southwark,  if  the  friends  of 
ministers  had  been  as  popular  as  the  noble 
lord  would  infer  from  comparison  ^  The 
fact  was,  that  as  soon  as  the  right  hon. 
gent,  connected  himself  with  the  negative 
quality  of  popularity  which  belonged  to  the 
present  ministers,  he  found  that  he  could 
not  be  returned. — With  regard  to  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  in  his  majesty's  speech » 
» there  wei*e  many  points  which  would  bo 
open  to  future  consideration,  when  tho 
ot&cial  papers  should  be  before  the  house. 
This,  however,  he  wished  the  noble  lord  to 
believe,  that  in  his  opinion— and  if  was  an 
opinion  in  which  every  man  in  the  house 
aud  the  country  mus,t  coincide— were  no 
papers  produced  but  thfose*  already  pub- 
lished by  tiie  French  govenunent^  it  wouM 
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be  no  difficult  matter  to  prove  that  Eng- 
land,  during  the  whole  of  the  negociatiou, 
Imd  inaiDtaioed  her  character  for  sincerity 
and  honour.  On  the  very  face  of  those 
papers  appeared  artifice  on  the  one  side, 
practising  oa  credulity,  on  the  other, 
There  was  one  occurrence  in  the  progress 
of  the  negociation  which,  it  struck  him,  re- 
quired explanation.  It  appeared  hy  the 
French  publication,  that  there  had  been 
two  notes  written  on  the  same  day,  the  14lh 
of  June,  contradictory  to'each  other.  The 
argument  in  the  longer  of  these  notes,  was 
completely  opposed  by  the  act  in  the 
shorter  of  them.  They  related  to  the  re- 
jection of  any  negociation,  but  in  concert 
with  our  allies ;  but  it  seemed  very  pro- 
bable that  the  communications  from  lord 
Yarmouth  would  clear  up  this  at  present  in- 
explicable point.  With  regard  to  the 
omission  in  tlie  address,  of  any  condolence 
with  his  majesty  on  the  death  of  the  duke 
of  Brunswick,  if  it  had  been  possible  to  sup- 
pose that  ministers  could  have  contem- 
plated that  event  without  the  proper  feelings 
that  it  was  calculated  to  excite,  the  impres- 
sive and  pathetic  manner,  so  highly  honour- 
able to  himself,  in  which  the  noble  lord  had 
last  night  mentioned  the  circumstance, 
must  completely  have  destroyed  such  a 
supposition.  But  the  noble  lord  declared, 
that  be  had  in  vain  ransacked  the  parlia- 
mentary records  for  a  precedent.  What 
precedent  could  he  expect  to  find  ?  Was 
there  ever  an  instance  of  the  brother-in- 
law  of  the  sovereign,  and  the  father  of  the 
princes*  of  Wales,  stripped  of  his  domi- 
nions, and  dying  in  battle,  in  defence  of 
the  laws  and  independence  of  Europe  ?  Was 
there  a  precedent  of  such  a  fact  ?  Cer- 
tainly not ;  and  certainly,  therefore,  there 
could  be  no  precedent  of  such  a  condo- 
lence. He  therefore  did  think,  that  in  the 
address  to  his  majesty,  it  would  have  been 
proper  to  express  the  feelings  which  the 
house  of  commons  must  entertain  on  such 
an  occasion.  But  there  were  greater  omis- 
sions in  his  majesty's  speech,  which  he 
would  slightly  notice.  For  the  first  of 
these  omissions,  which  respected  the  glo- 
rious battle  of  Maida,  he  felt  himself  totally 
at  a  Joss  to  account  {  for  tba^  goverpn[ient 
were  sensible  of  the  value  and  in^portance 
•f  this  victory,  was  evident  from  the  no- 
tice given  by  the  right  hon.  secretary  for 
the  war  department,  that  he  v^ould  on 
Monday  propose  to  the  house  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  gallant  officers  by  whom  it 
bad  been  obtained.    But  why  of  an  ^vent 


so  proudly  honourable  to  >the  British  arms^ 
deprive  his  majesty  of  the  satisfaction  of  de- 
claring his  sentiments  of  approbation  ?  He 
believed  that  not  a  single  instance  could 
be  found  in  the  annals  of  our  history,  of 
a  victory  achieved  during  the  interval 
between  one  session  of  parliament  and  ano- 
ther, and. which  victory  was  considered  of 
sufficient  importance  by  government  to 
claim  the  recorded  gratitude  of  the  two 
houses  of  parliam^t,  which  had  not  been 
made  a  subject  of  communication  from  the 
throne  in  the  speech  with  which  every  ses. 
sion  was  opened.  Why  all  reference  to  the 
splendid  victory  to  which  he  alluded  bad 
been  avoided  in  the  speech,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  conceive ;  for  he  could  not 
suppose  that  it  was  the  wish  of  govern^ 
ment  to  keep  the  king's  countenance,  at  a 
greater  distance  from  the  army  than  ever. 
— He  was  also  desirous  of  knowing  how  it 
happened,  that  in  his  majesty's  speech  not 
a  single  word  was  said  of  the  flourishing 
state  of  the  finances  and  revenue  of  the 
kingdom?  Were  they  not  flourishing? 
He  trusted  and  believed  that  there  was  no 
ground  for  any  apprehensions  on  that 
score ;  but  assuredly  this  was  the  first  in- 
stance in  which  the  crown  had  made  a  de« 
mand  on  the  public  purse,  without  taking 
the  opportunity  of  at  least  affording  to  the 
people  a  pleasing  and  consolatory  picture 
of  the  situation  of  public  affairs.  As  to 
Buenos  Ay  res,  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Canning),  understanding  that  the  expedi 
tion,  of  which  the  result  was  the  capture 
of  that  province,  had  been  undertaken 
without  the  knowledge  of  government, 
had,  very  properly,  confined  his  animad- 
versions on  the  omission  of  any  notice  of 
that  occurrence  in  his  majesty's  speech, 
to  the  omission  of  any  statement  of  the 
advantages  which  the  country  must  derive 
from,  such  a  valuable  acquisition .-^He 
supposed  that  the  discussion  which  related 
to  the  commercial  intei^course  between 
Great  Britain  and  America  had  not  been 
brought  to  a  close,  otherwise  it  assuredly 
would  have  been  mentioned  from  the 
throne.  When  he  recollected  the  bills 
which  were  introduced  into  the  house  du- 
ring the  last  session  on  this  subject^ 
when  he  considered  their,  nature  and 
principle,  when  he  remembered  that 
they  went  to  the  destruction  oif  that 
on  which  our  naval  strength  and  supe- 
riority l;ad  been  founded,  and  when  he 
reflected  oi^  t^^e  character  and  senti- 
ments of  the  persons  who  hfid  been  cho$em 
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by  tins  country  to  carry  on  the  neigooia- 
tion   wtth  America,    be    owned  that  he 
looked  forward  with  considerable  appre- 
hension to  the  period  when  that  negocia- 
tion  would  terminate.    He  hoped  he  might 
be  permitted   to  hint,  that  the  blockade 
lately    declared   was  a   circumstance   to 
Ivhich  government  should  be  watchfully  I 
attentive  in  their  discussions  and  connec- 
tions  with   neutral  powers.     It  behoved 
them  to  take  good  care  to  come  to  some 
good    understanding   with  those    neutral 
powers,   as  to  the    interpretation    which 
they  might  put  on  that  blockade.    This 
was  a  subject  on  which    at  present   he 
H^ould  say  no  more.     There  remained  an 
omission  iti  his  majesty's  speech  yet  un- 
noticed by  him."   No  meutionShad  been 
made  of  the. state  of  Ireland.     He  trusted 
that  this  silence  might  be  ascribed  to  the 
total  want  of  foundation  for  the  alarming 
rumours  that  had  reached  this  country. 
(Ministers  must  unquestionably  be  the  jud- 
ge* how  far  the  usual  prerogatives  of  the 
crown  were  sufficient  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tion or  rebellion,  in  whatever  quarter  it 
Inight  appear;   the    decision  rested   with 
theni;  Ire  only  begged  them  to  consider 
that  the  protraction  of  the  necessary  day  of 

5)unishment  was  not  mercy ;  and  the  de-' 
ay  which  allowed  insurrection  to  proceed, 
xmtil  it  became  impossible  to  quell  it  with- 
out a  considerable  shedding  of  blood,  was 
not  kindness.  He  hoped  that  the  omission 
of  any  notice  of  the  situation  of  the  lister 
isilatid  was  occasioned  by  the  absence  of 
any  necessity  for  an  extraordinay  ex^erlion 
«of  the  law.  Siiould  such  a  necessity  un- 
fortunately arise,  and  shouM  ministers  call 
on^e  house  for  an  -enlargement  of  the 
execdtivte  power,  he  could  assure  diem 
that  they  ^oiild  meet  with  no  opposition 
on  his  jwtrt  to  any  proper  measure  of  vi-' 
«our  which  they  might  think  it  expedient; 
to  propose.  Waving  thus  expressed  his 
sentiments  on  fhe  various  subjects. whichj 
iiad  been  agitated,  he  sat  tiown,  declaring'. 
That  it  was  oot  his  intention  to  oppose 
.  the  motion  for  reading  'the  report  df  the 
^^dress. 

Lord  ftenry  Petty  Wlreved,  that  hi  the 
|>re6ent  state  off  the  house,  and  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  inifbrmatron  before  the 
iiouse,  he  should  %e3t  consult  the  wishes 
of  the  house  "by  adjourning  the  considera 
l^ion  of  ttoany  df  the  poitrts  on  which  the 
learned  gent,  had  touched  in  a  speech,! 
which,  tthhou^h  certainly  h  w«cs  not  u  very 
loBgtnity  yettrempiised  Bniollnite  varietyj 


of  matter.    He  should  not,  indeed,  have 
thought  it  necessaty  to  rise  at  all,  but  for 
that  part  of  the  learned  gent/s  observatioifs 
which  were  directed  at  the  department  of 
government  in  which  be  had  the  honour  to 
hold  a  situation,  and  which  therefore  might 
be  considered  a  personal  allusion  to  himself. 
The  learned  gent,  expressed  his  wonder, 
that  nothing  had  been  said  in  the  speech 
from  the  throne  on  the  state  of  the  finan- 
ces.    Nothing  said !  general  expressions 
alone  were  to  be  looked  for  in  documents 
of  that  sort,  and  it  was  distinctly,  though 
generally  declared,  that  **  the  great  sour-^ 
ces  of  our  prosperity  and  strength  were 
unimpaired  f  a  declaration  calculated  to 
satisfy  every  reasonable  mind,  and  Which 
it  would  soon  be  his  duty  in  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  to  prove,  by  entering 
into  particular  statements,  was  founded  on 
just  grounds.     Let  it  not  be  supposed  that 
he  was  unwilling  to  give  all  due  praise  to 
the  solid  system  df  finance,  the  result  of 
the  abilities  of  a  late  great  financial  minis- 
ter; he  should  avail  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  which  he  had  alluded,  of  doing 
justice  to  the  merits  of  that  system,  and  to 
those  of  its  founder,  and  he  should  avail 
himself  of  the  snme    opportunity  to  do 
justice  to  the  merits  of  the  noble  viscount 
(lord  Sidmouth),  by  whom,  on  the  com- 
meocement  of  the  present  war,  that  system 
had  been  renovated,  and  firmly  established. 
— The  learned  gent,  had  hoped  that  there 
was  a  good  cause  for  certain  transactions 
apprehended  to  have  taken  place  in  Ire- 
land not  having  been  mentionecf  in   the 
speech  from  the  throne.    There  was  a  good 
cause.    The  allusion  to  them  could  not 
have  been  attended  with  any  useful  pur- 
pose ;  and  the  hpuse  would  perhaps  agree 
with  him  in  thinking,  that  had  tlie  learned 
gent,  himself  abstained  from  alluding  to 
them,  ift  would  have  been  at  least  as  well. 
What  object  had  the  learned  gent,  in  his 
observation  on  this  subject  ?  For  their  con- 
duct with  regard  to  Ireland,  ministers  were 
responsible.    From  the  faithful  discharge 
df  their  duty  they  never  would    shrink. 
TTg©  learned  gent,  had    noticed   peverail 
other  omissions,  as  he  imagined  them,  both 
hi  the  speech  and  the  address.    "With  re- 
^rd  to  the  omission  in  the  address,  of  any 
condolence  with  his  majesty  on  the  death 
of  the  duke  of  Brunswick,  after  what  had 
been  said  by  his  noble  friend  las(t  night,  no 
one  coultl  suppose  that  that  omission  origi- 
nated in  any  want  of  proper  feeliug ;  but 
it  v.'as  obvious  that  expressions  of  condq- 
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lence  must  be  ga^^ernod  by  forms  and  ha- 
bits of  prj(|Qee4ti}g;  a  line  eauet  be  d^-awn. 
If  usagi?  pvecluded  tbe  expression   of  a 
seDtimei^,    was  it  tbence  to  be  inferred 
that  the  fentiment  did  not  exist  ?  But  the 
omissions  on  whicii  the  learned  gent«  had 
dwelt   with    peculiar  emphasis,  were  the 
omission  of  any  notice  of  the  capture  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  of  the  brilliant  victory 
of  Maida  ;  but  more  particularly  of  the 
latter.     No  man  could  be  more  sensible 
than  he  was  of  the  valour  displayed  by  the 
British  troops  in  Calabria  on  that  gratify- 
ing occasion ;  biit  it  must  be  recollected 
that  they  formed  merely  a  detachment,  a 
small  body,  not  under  the  orders  of  a 
commander-in-chief,  but  of  an  officer  w^ho 
was  himself  commanded  by  a  superior ; 
and  there  was  no  instance  on  record,  of 
any  victory,    however  brilliant,  however 
striking,  gained  under  such  circumstances,; 
having  been  noticed  in  the  speech  from 
the  throne.     Let  gentlemen  refer  to   the, 
e^nts  of  tbe  last  war.     One  of  the  most 
brilliant  victories  gained  on  the  continent, 
and  precisely  in  the  same  circumstances  as 
those  in  which  he  had  mentioned  the  vie-. 
tory  of  Maida  was  obtained,  was  the  vic- 
tory of  Lincelles ;  and  yet  it  wojuld  be 
found  that  tio  notice  was  taken  of  this  af- 
fair, or  of  the  officers  and  troops  engaged 
in  it,  in  his  majesty's  speech  which  imme- 
mediatcly  followed. — As  to  the  subject  of 
America,  the  learned  gent,  had  indulged 
himself  in  an   attack  on  the  two  noble 
lords,  who  were  employed  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  in  carrying  on  the  commer- 
cial discussions  with  the  Unite  J  States, 
This,  however,  he  would  maintain,  that  if 
it  were  possible  "to  find  two  persons  better 
qualified,    wlio  possessed    more    general 
knowledge,  more  good  sense,  and  more  af- 
fable and  conciliating  maimers,  than  any 
others,  those  noble  lords  were  the  men. 
But  here  tbe  learned  gent,  only  pursued 
the  course  taken  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
yesterday  (Mr.  Canning).     He  anticipated 
censure,  in  ignorance  of  the  facts  ;  and  at 
this  early  period,  and  before  it  was  possi- 
ble he  could  be  in  possession  of  the  nature 
oj  progress  of  tlie  discussions  with  Ame- 
rica, the  learned  gent,  augured  an  unfa- 
vourable result.     He  would  not  at  present 
go  at  length  into  the  learned  gent.'s   re- 
niariis  on  tbe  popularity  of  government, 
fis  displayed*  at  the  general   election  ;  at 
8ome  future  period  he  should  be  happy  to 
join  issue  wtth  the  learned  gent,  on  this 
point,  and  enquire  on  what  side  tbe  popu- 


lar yoice  had  been  manifested ;  bot  Hi 
confessed  that  he  was  astonished  to  htar 
tha  learned  gent,  priding  himself  on  the  po^ 
pularity  of  Mr.  Paull,  as — 

Mr.  Carmhg  called  to  order,  not  con*i 
ceiving  it  right  to  mention,  in  terms  of  in* 
direct  censure,  the  name  of  a  petitioning 
candidate. 

The  Speaker  said  he  did  not  know  of  wof 
order  prohibiting  the  mention  of  any  nama 
but  that  of  a  member  of  that  house. 

Lord  Jf.  Petti;  was  glad  to  find  he  b»4l 
not  transgressed  the  roles  of  order  in  mea«- 
tioning  the  name  of  Mr.  Paoll,  by  doing 
which  he  did  not  mean  the  slightest  dia^ 
respect  to  that  gentleman.  He  begged  t» 
assure  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  cff 
the  house,  Jthat  he  did  not  intend  to  burt 
their  feelings  by  stating  in- tbe  most  indi* 
rect  manner,  that  there  was  any  similarity 
between  their  principles  or  their  popula- 
rity ;  he  knew  they  were  quite  opposite. 
He  begged  pardon  for  havingocGupied  the 
time  ot  the  house  with  this  explanation, 
but  seeing  that  the  right  hon.  gentlcmeti 
were  sore  upon  this  point,  he  thought  it 
right  to  give  them  tbe  full  bene^t  of  bh 
•testimony,  and  to  exculpate  them  from 
any  such  political  connection. 

Mr.  Perceval,  in  explanation,  denied 
that  he  had  imputed  any  want  of  informa- 
tion to  the  two  noble  lords  who  were  enga- 
ged in  the  commercial  discussions  with 
America.  What  he  had  said  was,  that  the 
manner  in  which  the  bills  on  that  subject 
were  introduced  into  parliament  last  ses- 
sion, evinced  the  bad  principle  on  whieii 
the  negociation  with  the  United  States  was 
founded.  As  to  the  matter  on  which  th« 
noble  lord  had  dilated  at  the  close  of  his 
speech,  he  assured  him  that  he  had  no 
idea  of  priding  himselfon  the  popularity  of 
Mr.  Paull,  but  the  contrary.  In  alluding 
to  the  popularity  of  Mr.  Paull  at  .West- 
minster, he  only  meant  to'  shew,  that, 
comparing  popularity  with  popularity,  Mr, 
Paull  had  completely  beaten  the  treasurer 
of  the  navy,  until  the  government  coursers 
were  harnessed  to  the  car,  by  which  means 
the  right  h©n.  gent,  got  arhead  of  his  ri- 
val. .  [Cry  of  Order  !  Order  !] 

ftjir  J,  Pultmey  entered  into  an  euloglnfa 
on  the  victory  of  Maida.  So  few  were 
the  opportunities  offered  to  our  brave 
troops,  of  meeting  the  enemy  on  fairground, 
that  he  sincerely  regretted  that  notice  of 
this  vietory  did  not  make  a  feature  of  bis 
majesty's  speech,  althougb  whenever  simi- 
lar opportunities  did  offer,  ht  was  «atttfied 
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(hat  similar  results  would  ensue.  Adverf'- 
ing  td  what  the  noble  lord  had  said  of  Liu- 
jcelles,  be  contended  that  it  was  quite  a 
different  affair  from  that  at  Maida.  The 
victory  of  Lincelles  ivas  highly  gallant,  and 
highly  honourable,  but  it  was  obtained  by 
a  mere  detachment,  who  were  sent  to  at- 
tack a  post  under  the  \ery  eye  of  the  com- 
fKi«nder-in-ch  ief k 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone,  in  addition  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  bon.  baronet,  observed, 
that  at  the  battle  of  Maida,  general  Stuart 
actually  possessed  the  chief  command  in 
Sicily  ;  for  sir  J.  Craig  had  left  that  island, 
and  the  commander-in<-chief  appointed  to 
succeed  him  had  not  arrived.  The  state- 
ment therefore  made  by  the  noble  lord  was 
by  no  means  strictly  correct.  But  had  it 
Jbeen  correct,  it  would  by  no  means  have 
justi6ed  the  omission  complained  of. 
.When  lord  Nelson  achieved  the  splendid 
victory  of  the  Nile,  was  he  not  under  the 
command  of  lord  St.  Vincent?  yet  that 
achievement  had  been  noticed  in  the 
speech  from  the  throne.  The  omission  of 
any  allusion  to  the  situation  of  Ireland 
had  been  attempted  to  be  justified  by  de- 
claring that  no  good  was  likely  to  result 
from  such  .an  allusion.  This  was  very 
true;  bpt  ought  not  every  thing  impor- 
tant and  connected  with  the  interests  of 
the  empire  to  find  a  place  in  his  majesty's 
speech  without  any  qualification  ?  He  was 
happy  to  hear  that  government  looked  to 
$he  state  of  the  finances  of  the  country 
with  such  confidence,  and  he  cordially 
eoncurred  with  th^  noble  lord  in  the  just 
praise  he  had  bestowed  on  lord  Sidmouth 
for  bis  attention  to  this  subject.  - 

Xord  JF/.  Petti^  iii  explanation,  allowed, 
that  be  found  he  had  pot  been  altogether 
porr^ct  in  his  statements,  with  regard  to 
the  precise  st^te  of  rsLnk  which  s|r  J .  Stu-* 
art  held  at  the  time  of  tb|e  battle  of  Maida. 
JVdmittiug  this,  he  still  maintaiued,  th^t 
tliere  was  no  distinct  rule  of  proceeding ; 
but  that  his  majesty*s  ministers  were  bound 
to  regulate  their  conduct  by  the  various 
pircpmstances  which  different  cases  must- 

.  necessarily  present. 

The  report  was  then  read  and  agreed  to, 

,lind  the  address  was  ordered  to  be  t^ken  up 
to  his  majesty,  by  such  members  of  the 
house  as  were  of  his  majesty's   mo^t  ho. 

.  nourable  privy  coupcil. — It  was  then  or- 
dered, that  the  speech  of  the  lords  com- 

.  missioners  to  both  hquses  of  parliament, 
^e  taken  into  consideration  upon  Monday 
Q)?xt:  after  which  the  l^ouse  adjourned. 


PAPERS 

RELATIVE TOTHE  NEGOCIATION  WITH 
FRANCE;  PRESENTED  BY  HIS  MA^ 
JESTY's  command, to  BOTH  HOUSES 

OF    PARLIAMENT^    22d   December, 
1806. 

No.  I. — Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  to 
M.  Tallc}Tand;  dated  Downing-street, 
Feb.  20,  1806*. 

Sir;  I   think  it  my  duty  as  an  honest 
man,  to  communicate  to  you,  a&  soon  as 
possible,  a  very  extraordinary  circumstance 
which   is  come  to  my  knowledge.    The 
shortest  way  will  be  to  relate  to  you  the 
fact  simply  as  it  happened .^-A  few  days 
ago,  a  person  informed  me,  that  he  was 
just  arrived  at  Gravesend  without  a  pass- 
port, requesting  me  at  the  same  time  to 
send  him  one,  as  he  had  very  lately  left 
Paris,  and  bad  something  to  communicate 
to  me  which  would  give  me  saVisfaction. 
I  sent  for  him-— he  came  to  my  house  the 
following  day— I  received  bini  alone  in  my 
closet ;  when,  after  some  unimportant  con- 
versation, this  villain  had  the  audacity  to 
tell  me  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  tran- 
quillity of  all  crowned  heads,  to  put  to 
death  the  ruler  of  France;  and  that  for 
this  purpo^,  a  house  had  been  hired  at 
Passy,  from  which  this  detestable  project 
could  .be  carried  into  e£fect  with  certainty, 
and  without  risk.     I  did  not  perfectly  un- 
derstand if  it  was  to  be  done  by  a  common 
musket,  or  by  fire  arms  upon  a  new  prin- 
ciple.— I  am  not  ashamed  to  confess  to 
you,  sir,  who  know  me,  that  my  confusioa 
was  extreme  iii  thus  finding  myself  led  into 
a  conversation  with  an  avowed  assassin  :  I 
instantly  ordered  him  to  leave  me,  giving, 
at  the  same  time,  orders  to  the  police-   « 
otficer  who  accompanied  him,  to  send  him 
out  of  the  kingdom  as  soon  as  possible. 
After  having  more  attentively   reflected 
upon  what  1  had  done,  I  saw  my  error  in 
having    suffered   him    to  depart  without 
having  previously  informed  you  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, and  I  ordered  him  to  be  de- 
tained.— It  is  probable  that  all  this  is  un- 
founded, and  that  the  wretch  had  nothing 
more  in  view  th^n  to  make  himself  of  con- 
sequence, by  promising  what,  according'  to 
iiis  ideas,  would  afford  me  satisfaction.— 
At  all  events,  }  thought  it  right  to  acqusuut 
you  with  what  had  happened,  before  I  sent 
him  away.    Our  laws  do  not  permit  us  to 
detain  him  long,  but  he  shall  not  fa^  ^ent 
away  till  after  you  sh^i  have  had  fuU  tiaue 
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to  take  precautions  against  his  attempts, 
supposing  him  still  to  entertain  bad  designs ; 
aod  when  he  goes,  I  shall  take  care  to  have 
kim  landed  at  a  seaport  as  remote  as  pos- 
sible from  France. — He  calls  himself  here 
Guillet  de  la  Gevrilli^re,  but  I  think  it  is  a 
lilse  name  which  he  has  assumed.  At  his 
first  entrance,  I  did  him  the  honour  to  be- 
lieve htm  to  be  a  spy.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  attachment, 
lir,  &c.  C.  J.  Fox. 

No.  S. — Letter  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Fox ;  dated  Paris,  March  5, 
1806.     Received  March  19tb. 
Sir;  I  have  laid  your  excellency's  letter 
before  his  nnajcsty.     His  first  words,  after 
having  read  it  were,  '*  I  recognize  here  the 
priociples    of  honour  and   of  virtue,   by 
Vfhicb  Mr.  Fox  has  ever  been   actuated. 
Thank  him,  on  my  part.'' J  will  not  allow 
myself,  sir,  to  add  any  thing  to  the  expres- 
sions of  his  imperial  and  royal  majesty.     1 
only  request  you  to  accept  the  assurances 
of  my  distinguished  consideration.  (Signed) 
Ch.  Mau.  Tallethand. 
No.  3.— Extract  from  a  Letter  from  M,  Tal- 
ieyrand  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox;    dated, 
Paris,  March  5,  1806.  Received  March 
the  19th. 

It  may  be  agreeable  to  you  to  receive 
uews  from  this  country.     I  send  you  the 
emperor's  speech  to  the  legislative  body. 
YoQ  wfll  therein  see  that  our  wishes  are 
still  for  peace.  I  do  not  ask  what  is  the  pre- 
vailing inclination  with  you ;  but  if  the  ad- 
vantages of  peace  are  duly  appreciated,  you 
know  upon  what  basis  it  may  be  discussed. 
No.  4. — Extract  from  a  Speech  delivered 
by  the  chief  of  the  French  government 
to  the   legislative  body  on   the  2d  of 
March,  1806. 

I  desire  peace  with  England.  On  my 
part,  I  shall  never  delay  it  for  a  moment. 
1  shall  always  be  ready  to  conclude  it, 
taking  for  its  basis  the  stipulations  of  the 
^aty  of  Amiens. 

No.  5, — Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  to 
M.  Talleyrand ;  dated  Downing-street, 
March  26, 1806. 

Sir;  The  information  which  your  ex- 
wUency  has  given  me  of  the  pacific  dispo- 
•Uioa  that  prevails  in  your  councils,  and  of 
^  basis  upon  which  peace  may  be  discus- 
■^d,  has  induced  me  to  lay  that  part  of  your 
pnvate  letter  before  the  king. — His  majesty 
Otts  repeatedly  declared  to  his  parliament 
■^is  fllincere  desire  to  embrace  the  first  op- 
Wunity  of  re-establishing  peace  upon  a 
lolid  biisis^  such  as  may  be.  coo»patibie  with 


the  interests  and  permanent  security  of  hi^ 
people :  his  wishes  are  uniformly  pacific ; 
but  it  is  a  safe  and  a  lasting  peace  that  his 
majesty  has  in  view,  not  an  uncertain-truce, 
which  from  its  very  uncertainty  would  be 
the  source  of  disquietude  as  well  to  the 
contracting  parties  as  to  the  other  powers 
of  Europe. — With  regard  to  the  stipuhitions 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  which  are  pro. 
posed  as  the  basis  of  the  negociation,  it  has 
been  observed  here,,  that  this  phrase  has 
been  interpre^d  in  three  or  four  different 
ways,  and  consequently,  that  further  expla^ 
nations  would  be  necejssary,  which  could 
not  fati  to  produce  great  delay;  even  did 
no  other  objections  exist.— The  true  basis 
of  such  a  negociation  between  two  great 
powers,  equally  despising  every  idea  o 
chicane,  \vould  be  the  reciprocal  recogni- 
tion of  \hp  following  principle ;  viz#  That 
the  object  of  both  parties  should  be  a  peace, 
honourable  for  both,  and  for  their  respec- 
tive  allies  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  of  a  na. 
ture  to  secure,  as  far  as  is  in  their  power, 
the  future  tranquillity  of  Europe.— Eng- 
land cannot  neglect  the  interests  of  any  of 
her  allies ;  and  she  is  united  to  Russia  by 
such  close  connections,  that  she  would  not 
treat,  still  less  conclude  upon  any  thing, 
but  in  concert  with  the  emperor  Alexander ; 
but  whilst  awaiting  the  actual  intervention 
of  a  Russian  plenipotentiary,  some  of  the 
principal  points  might  however  be  discussed, 
and  even  provisionally  arranged.— It  might 
seem,  that  Russia,  on  account  of  her  remote 
situation,  should  have  fewer  immediate 
interests  to  discuss  with  France  than  Other 
po\ters ;  but  that  court,  so  respectable  in 
every  point  of  view,  interests  herself,  like 
England,  warmly  iii  every  thing  that  con-v 
cerns  the  greater  or  less  degi^  of  indepen- 
dence enjoyed  by  the  different  princes  and 
states  of  Europe. — You  see,  sir,  how  in- 
clined we  are  here  to  remove  every  diffi- 
culty that  might  retard  the  diacussion  in 
question.  With  the  resources  that  we 
possess,  it  is  most  assth'edly  not  on  our  owJi| 
account  that  we  need  fear  a  continitaoce  of 
the  war.  OF  all  the  nations  of  Europe, 
England,  perhaps,  is  that  which  suffers  the 
least  by  its  prolongation ;  but  we  do  not 
the  less  commiserate  thti  misfortunes  of 
others. — Let  us  then  d/>  all  in  our  power 
to  terminate  them,  and  let  us  endeavour, 
if  it  be  possible,  to  reconcile  the  respective 
interests  Imd  the  glory  of  the  two  countries 
with  the  tranc^uillity  of  Europe,  and  the 
happiness  of  the  bttman  race.  I  am;  ieo. 
C.  J.  f 0^, 
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Ko*  6.-«.Leiter  fromM.  Tdleyraod  to  Mr. 

Secretary  Fox  ;  dat^d  Paris,  April  1st, 
.    180^%     Received.  April  7tb. 

Sir;  The  very  iB8ta»t  I  received  your 
fetter  of  tbe  S6th  of  Marcb,  I  waited  upon 
Jma  majesty ;  aiid  I  am  happy  to   inform 
jevK   that  he  has  authorized  me  to  send 
you»  ^ithoAit  delay,  the  foUo^ving  answer : 
Tbe  emperor  covets  nothing  that  England 
possesses.     Peaoe  wkb  France  is  possible, 
imd  mcky  be  perpetual,  provided  there  is 
BO  interfer-ence  in  her  internal  affairs,  and 
that  no  attempt  is  made  to  restrain  her  in 
istkQ  regulation  of  her  custom  duties;  to 
^an^  her  commercial  rights ;  or  to  offer 
•my  insi»k  to  her  flag. — It  is  not  you,  sir, 
wfko  have  displayed  in  many  public  discus- 
lions  an  «xact  knowledge  of  the  general 
aflfair^  ef  Europe  and  of  France,  who  re- 
quire to  be  convinced  that  France  has  no- 
ticing to  desire  except  repose,  and  a  situa. 
tion  such  as  may  enable  her,  without  ob- 
struction, to  give  herself  ap  entirely  to  the 
labours  of  her  industry  .—The  emperor  does 
not  imagine  that  any  particular  article  of 
tiie  treaty  of  Amiens  produced  the  war. 
He  is  oonvinced,  that  the  true  cause  was, 
tbe  refusal  to  make  a  treaty  of  commerce, 
t?liich  would  necessarily  have  been  preju- 
dicial to  tbe^manuiacturesand  tbe  industry 
0i  his  sobJQOts*    Your  predecessors  accused 
vs    of   wishing    universd  conquest.      In 
Fvaifcce,  England  has  likewise  her  accusers. 
Very  well!     We  only  ask  equality.     We 
ffhall  nevcfrrequire  an  account  of  what  you 
^e  at  home,  pipvided  that,  on  your  side, 
^&a  never  reqbire  a^  account  of  what  we 
4o  ait  home*     This  principle  is  reciprocally 
ga^,  uaasdnable,  and    mutually  advanta- 
4gieousi,r«<You  express  a  desire  that  the  ne- 
•gacia)6ton*  imay  not  tenm'mate  in  a  short- 
dtved  peace*     France  is  more  interested! 
^tban  ady  filher  power'that  it  should  be  per-* 
4Ettanenl^    It  ienot  her  interest  to  make  ai 
aruce;.  mneea  »f uoe  wauld  only  pave  the 
<way  for  fva^  loeses.     ¥om  know  very  well 
ttbat  oatkMis,  aiidilar  in  this  nespebt  to  indi- 
f^daab,  ocooatwn  themselves  to  a  state  of> 
war,  aft  well  as  to  a  state  df  peace*     All' 
itkB  lotuoBthat  Pratice  oould  sustain,  she. 
tes  fuetaineci*    This  will  evser  >be  tlie  4^se,; 
^  tiie  fi»t  6  monUis  of  wac.    At  present: 
4HMr coiDBieice and  our  iodustpy  [se soiitre^ 
.^^t^  ear  eutt-mfdmesj  have  taken  the  chan- 
oiel  diatatad  hy  the  cirenmstamces  of  ourr 
iS0unli7.,afidare:saiapted  ta  Qurstate  of  war^i 
<Ii>nBe(|uantlyai  truce  of  2  or  3  years  wouldi 
^>tlie<thing  of  all  othera  tbe  rao«t  oppo- 
site to  our  commercial  intere^'fod  tm 


the  emperor's' policy. — As  to  the  intervene 
tion  of  a  foreign  power  the  emperor  might 
accept  the  mediation  of  a  power  possessing 
a  great  naval  force,  because,  in  that  case, 
ilie    participation  of  sucl)  power  in  the 
peace  would  be  regulated  by  the  same  in-» 
teifsts  that  we  have  to  discuss  with  you  ; 
but  the  mediation  you  speak  of  is  not  of 
this  nature.     You  do  not  wish  to  deceive 
us;  and  you  are  well  aware  there  is  no 
equality  betwixt  us  in  the  guaranty  of  a 
power  which  has  ^00,000  men  on  foot,  and 
which  has  no  nav^  force     ,For  the  rest, 
sir,  your  communication  has  a  cbaracfeer  of 
openness  and  precision,  which  we  have  hi- 
therto never  seen  in  the  communicaiions 
between  your  court  and  us.     I  will  make 
it  my  duty  to  employ  the  saaie  openness, 
and  the  same  precision,  in  mj  reply.    We 
are  ready  to  make  peace  with  the  whole 
world.     We  wish   to  dictate  to  no  one* 
But  we  will  not  be  dictated  to ;  and  no  one 
possesses  eitl^er  the  |>ower  or  the  means  of 
doing  k.    .It  is  in  the  power  of  oone  ta 
make  us  relinquish  treaties  which  are  al« 
ready  carried   into  effect.    The  integrity^ 
and  the  complete  and  absolute  indepen- 
dence of  the  Ottoman  empire  form  not 
only  the  sincerest  desire  of  the. emperor, 
but  constitute  also  the  uudeviating  object 
of  his  policy.  •^Two  enlightened -and  neigb- 
bouring  nations  would  be  wanting  in  tbe 
apinio»  Uiey  oug^t  to  ei¥tertain>  of  their 
power  and  wisdom,  should  they  cail  for 
the  intervention  of  foreign  axui  diataat 
powers,  in  the  discussions  of  tiie  great  in* 
terests  which  divide  them  :  Thus,  sir,  peace 
may  be  treated  upon  and  conoiuded  im- 
mediately, if  your  court  really  entertains 
the  desire '  of  attaining  it.»-«Our  interests 
are  reconcileable,  inasmuchas  thayiaie  dis- 
tinct.   You  are  the  rulers  of  the  ocean, 
your  nw^al  forceS'ai:e  equal  to  th^  of  all 
the  sovereigns  of  the  world  uni^d.     We 
are  a  great  continental  power  ;^  but  theie 
are  many  who  equal  our  power  by  land, 
and  -your    maritime    preponderance  will 
always  plac«  eur  comaverce  at  the  mercy 
of  your  squadrons,  immediately  aifler  your 
declining  war.   Do  you  think  it  i^asonable 
to  expec^t  that  the  empeiiQr  sho^ild  .ever 
consent  to  submk  himself  to  your  discretion^ 
incontinentalaffairsalsa?  If^mastSESof  the 
.sea  trough  your  own- power,  you  piopose 
being  masters  of  the  land  likewise^by  a^om- 
tbined  force,  peaee  is  impossibU^  for  in 
that  eaee  you  will  be  striving,  for  an  object 
,w^Lab  you  can  never  attaiovr-^A-eBaparor, 
I iif riiiif fi**^^^-  as  Jie.  ia  to.  ancoimiaK  aaeiair 
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i^sk,  v^hirt  bo1]3s  out  tbe  prospect  of  great- 
iie*«.an^bf  glory,  HJtri^htss  for  peace  with 
Eiiglknd.  H^  i*j  a  man;  after  sd  many 
fjiti^UesHfe  i*  dfestfbi^ofVcpo^c?;  the  father 
of  hrs  subit'clfi,  ^  vrishes,  as  far  as-  it  is 
cbfiipatibre  witb'tWeir  honour  and  with,  se- 
curity fbr  ttife  future^  to  pVoctire  for  therii 
tire  blessings  of  peace,_  and  the  advahtagefe 
of  a  sUccessfiil.aud  uriintef  rupted  c6nimci*ce. 
-^IFtheri,  s!r,  His  nilyesiy  the  king  of  Eng- 
land're^lljj  wfeh4^  for'peacte  with' FVbilce, 
Ke  will  appoint  a  plenipoiehtiary  to  rtpair 
to  Lisle,  I  hare  tW  honour  of  sending^ 
you  j5as?poTts'  foi-'  this'  purpose.  A^  soon  a$ 
die  eitiperor  shall  be  informiEfd  of  the  arrival 
of  the  mihist'ef  ft-om  ybvir  c'ourt,  he*  will  ap- 
point oiie,  and' will  seiid  him  without  delay. 
The*  etnperor  is-  r^ady  to  mjike  every  con- 
cesMOri,  which,'  from  the  extteftt  6f  your 
na-val-  forces'  atid  of'your  preponderance; 
you  may  desire  to  obtiiih;  I  do  not  think 
tftat  you  can  refuse  to  adopt  the  same  priii- 
cjplfe -of  making' hith  prcfpbsals  confbrtnabte 
tb  ffe'  hpftour'of  his  crown  and  tKe'Com- 
mcitial  riglils'  of  his  dominions.  If  you 
ere  just ;  if  you  deSire  only  \vliat  is  possi- 
ble fcr  you  to  obtain,  pedee  will  be  sooii 
ifiade.*— ^  cbriclnde,  by  declaring  that' his 
majesty  ftiily*  adbptis  the  pHiicipl^  laid 
doMi  in  ybiSr  disp^tfch,  and  oflered  as  the 
basi»  of  the  liegociatioiij  "  that  thfe-  peace" 
prbpbsi'd  should- be' honourable  for'th^  two 
cotil-ts,  and  for  tbeii* 'r^pectWe  allies;*'  1 
hav^  the'  hbnbor'  to  be,  &c.  €ir.'  Mau. 

TALLK'TRAJfli. 

No;  7. — Lettec  from  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  to 
if.  TaMeytand >/'da1fed  Do wniiig- street, 
Apfil'itfi;i8G6. 

SiVj'rdftf  ^6i  recei've  until'  yesterday 
cvching-  yotrr  disnatfclv  of  the  1st  hm.  Bei- 
loflref  repljr'toit,  allb^  toe  toasslffe  yOu> 
ejtecBfency*  that  the' frahktiess  atrtl  obliging 
tbnb  wfticfa  pi-eV^  in  it  HaTepfotluced-  the 
gfeatest's«ij(aeti0tt  \ierb.  A  spirPt  of  Con- 
^ifiatibti  niariifested  on  botb  sid<*»  it  alrea* 
t*f  1^  gteaf  advancer  tovYttrrfs'  petfte.-^ff 
^^aat  youf '  estct^Il^ncy  sayS  re^pec^ihg  dd 
medlic  afifiir^Yefates  to  pbiiticailaflRBir*,  an 
answ|feV  is'  scarc^y  rCq'irfsUe.  We?  do-' not 
iti^erfe^e  iir  sUtft  cohtfiferrii  in  time  of  war, 
nnseH'teys- AiirW  d»  sbih  tinie  of  pieftce'; 
arid'notMng 'c4ii  fcte  ftitthet<  frottt  tie^ ideas 
#'teclf^'|JrdV«l  fc«<etlittA  ahy  w«^H  either*  to? 
inWrfcri?  WiiH  rfe^pect  to*  tfe^B  infernal  re^a- 
latSbflV  tfffich  yoi  tdi^y  j«*s«?'  prbperfor 
tfS^^tmk^E/mtii  bf  y^oi^rc^U^tWdkitfeyandi 
f«r' tfad'ti^ofiof  jb^if  cdttttn^cial  ri^tfei 
oi*t«'of»i-i««?tilt1fof  yeur  ffeg;-   A^  to  a 
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that  she  has  no  greater  interest  in  desi- 
ring it  than  othef  nations.  There"  ar^  many 
who  think  that  such  a  tueaty  between  G. 
Britain  and  Pratice  would  be  equally  bene- 
ficial to  the  two  contracting  parties ;  but- 
this  is  a  question  updii  which  each  govern- 
meiit  must  decide  according  to  iis  own- 
ideas,  and'  the  pai-^y  rejecting  it  gives  no  of- 
fence, and  is  no'  way  responsible  to  the 
party  prdposinglt.— It  is  not  my  incfividuar 
opinion  alone,  sir,  but  it  ttliist  be  acknow- 
ledged by  eveiy  reasonable  man,  that  the* 
true  interest  orFrance  is  peace,  and  conse- 
quently' that  the  true  glory  of  her  rulers' 
ought  to  be  placed  in  thfe'  preservation  bt' 
itl-t*It  is  tr<ie  that  we  have'mutuaily  accu- 
seld  each  other,  but*  it  cat/  atiswer  no  pur- 
pose at  the  present  mcttfifent  to  discuss  the* 
arguments '  uj)on  which  those  accusations* 
\Vere  f6\inded.  Like  you,  ^^e  desire  to  treat* 
upon' equal  terms*.  Assuredfy  we  arfe  notf- 
accountable  to  each  other  Ifor  what  we  do  at' 
home;  and  the  princi^eof'rbclprocitythat 
your  excellency  has' proposed  on*  this  point^ 
appears  just  and  reasdriable. — It  cannot  be^ 
detiied  tliaf  yotir  argiiittettts  •  respectih^  the^ 
inconveniences  to  wIricK  France- would  be» 
subject  by  a  sfaort-liVfeid  [ieac^,  are*  welt 
fbunded:  biit-oii  tbtf  othfer  hand;'  those' 
which  we  shduld'snfibir  wbiild  likte\vise  b^ 
very  considerable.  Vt  is  perhaps  natural^' 
that  in  such  cases  each  nathDn  eVaggeraterf. 
its  own  dkngcrsj  or  at  leaist  that  dbtf  exa-' 
ihine^  them  more  mmtttely,  and  Vrith  a 
ftiorer  penetrating  cy6  than  those  of  others* 
-^Witfi  respect  to  th^  interposition- of  klfo^ 
reign  p.owe1^;  oneeanndt  refram- frcrnrob- 
serving,  t!ratin  whatever  related  to  peace 
and  wai*  between  England"^  atfd  FranceJ 
Russia  can  'nexrer  be  con^idemi  a  fordgtl 
power,  in  as  much  assheisin  actiia!  aUiiatiee 
With  England','ahd  at  W  with  l^anceL  For 
wfajcfh  reason  th(^'  intcjr^bsMon  of  the  em- 
peror Alexander  was  prbposed'  in  my  lettei* 
not  iis  a  mediator,  butas  a  pai^f.  Your 
el^dlbncy,  itt  tlje  la^t  paragraph  of  yoer 
dispatch,  ackho^)^^Tedges,  that-  the '  p^ace 
"ought  to  be  hbnolirable,  not  only  for 
Erigtand  and  FVartce;  but  alio  for  their  rd- 
•spective  atlies/'  This  being  the'cbtfee-,  it 
appears  to  us  iropcfe^S|te-,  considering*  the 
close  alHance  Subsisting'  bet^^een  th*'  t\vo 
gov^rntnents;  that  tbat  of  England-can  com- 
meticd  any  other  than^^'pfoviiiowarynego- 
ciation,  without  the toricur]^enee;w,  ivt  the 
very  least,  the  previottscon^ntof  hferally. 
'--■^As  td' what  relates  td-  tli^  Integrity  'aiKi 
^ifadejSe!id(^cfe'  6f'  the^  Gttdmatr  ^fthfpire,  ito 
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being  equally  dear  to  all  the  parties  inte- 
restfjd  in  the  present  discusstcni,  k  is  pfer- 
hi\ps  true,  that  the  power  of  France  on  Jaud, 
compared  with  that  of  the  rest  of  Etrrope,  is 
not  equal  to  the  superiority  that  we  pos^Ss 
at  sea,  considered  in  the  same  point  of 
view :  but  it  can  no  longer  be  concealed, 
that  the  project  of  combining  the  whole  of 
Europe  againbt  France,  is  to  the  last  degree 
chimerical;  besides^  it  is  in  truth  carrying 
the  apprehension  of  what  may  happen 
hereufter  rather  too  far,  to  consider  the  al- 
,  liance  between  England  and  Russia  (the  two 
powers  of  Europe  the  least  calculated  to  at- 
tack France  by  land)  as  tending  to  produce 
such  a  cohsec^ence. — Nor  can  the  Witer- 
vention  of  Russia  iii  the  negociatioiv  be 
considered  as  the  fonnation  of  a  congress^ 
either  in  appearance  or  in  reality »  inas- 
much as  tliere  will  be  ouly  two  parties, 
England  and  Russia  on  one  side,  and  France 
on  the  other.  A  congress  miglit  b(j  de- 
si  reable  in  many  respects,  after  the  signa- 
ture of  preliminaries,  in  case  all  the  con- 
tracting parties  s()ould  be  of  that  opinion  ; 
but  this  is  a  proposition  that  may  be  freely 
and  amicably  discussed^  after  the  principal 
points  shall  have  been  ar/-anged.-— Thus, 
sii*f  1,  have  laid  before  you,  with  all  the 
clearness  in  my  pOwer^  the  sentiments  of 
the  British  ministry  upon  the  ideas  which 
you  have  Suggested.  I  entertain  the  gra- 
tifying pJsrsuBsiori  that  tliere  renmius  only 
one  essential  point  upon  which  we  are  not 
agreedi-^As  soon  as  you  consent  that  we 
shall  treat  provisionally  until  Russia  can 
take  a  part  in  the  negociatiou,  and  from 
that  moment,  conjointly  with  her,  we  are 
ready  to  begin  without  the  delay  of  a  single 
Jay,  a^  whatever  place,  and  in  whatever 
form,  the  two  parties  taay  judge  best  adap 
ted  to  bring  to  a  happy  issue  the  object  of 
our  labours^  as  expeditiously  as  possible, 
J  am,  &c.  C.  J*  Fox. 
No.  S* — Letter  from  M.Talleyrand  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Fox  5  dated  Parisj  April  X6, 
ISO6.— Received  April  19th. 
Sir;  I  have  taken  the  pleasure  of  his 
majesty  the  emperor  and  king,  before 
whom  I  lost  no  time  in  laying  the  dispatch 
which  your  excellency  did  me  the  honour 
of  writing  to  me,  under  date  of  the  8th 
instant**— It«ppeared  to  his  majesty^  Ihat, 
admitting  AS  you  do  the  principle  of  equa- 
lity, you  nevertheless  still  persist  in  re-> 
quu*ing  a  form  of  negociation  which  can- 
not accord  witli  that  principle.  When  in  a 
disct^on  beuyeen  two  ^ual  powers  one 
of  tJ^m  ;$i^afojr  the  interference  of  a 


third,  it  id  evident  that  she  seeks  to  destroy 
tfrat  equilibrium  so  favourable  to  a  fair  and 
free  discussion  of   their  iitterestyrf    It  is 
man-ifest  that  she  is  not  wiilmg  to  content 
herself  with  the  advantages  and  Uie  rights 
of  e^^mtlvty.  t  ar»  ready  to  belie ve,vsif,  that 
in  entering  for  the  last  tii^e  upoit  this  dis- 
cussion, I  shall  succeed  in  persuading  your 
excellency,  that,  under  no  plea  and  on  no' 
account,  should  Russia  be  called  upon  to 
take  part  in  the  pnxposed  negociation  be- 
tween England  and   France. — When  the 
war  broke  out  between  the  two  countries, 
Russia  was  at  peace  with  France.   This'war 
has  produced  no  alteration  i»  the  relations 
which  existed  between  her  and  us.    She 
first  proposed  her  mediation  ;  and  after- 
wards, in  consequence  of  circumstances  fa- 
reign  to  the  war  which  divides  us,  a  cool- 
ness arose  between  the   cabinets  of   Stw 
Petersburgh  and  the  Thuilleries;  the  em'- 
peror  Alexander  thought  premier  to.  sus- 
petid  his  political  relations  with  France-^ 
but  at  the  same  time  declared  in  the  most 
positive  manner,  that  it  was  his  intentioa  . 
to  take  no  part  in  the  existing  disputes  be- 
tween us  and  England. — We  do  npt  think 
that  the  conduct  which  Russia  has  since 
held,  has  in  the  smallest  degree  altered  this 
determination.     She  has,  it  is  true,  con*- 
eluded  a  treaty  of  aUiance  with  you  >  bat 
it  is  easy  to  see  from  what  has  been  made 
public  of  this  treaty,  from  the  object  it  had 
in  view,  and  still  more  from  the  conse- 
quences of  it,  that  it  had  no  connexion 
with  the  war  which  has  been  carrying  on 
nearly  2  years  between  us  and  England.— 
This  Treaty  was  an  agreement  to  take  a 
part  in  a  war  of  a  diflfei^nt  jnature^  more 
exten.sive  and  more  general  than  the  first*  .• 
From  this  war  the  Third  Coalition  sprung,  ' 
in  which  Austria  was  a  principal  and  Russia 
an  auxiliary  power.     It  was  only  in  inten<^ 
tion  that  England  participated  in  this  war. 
We  have  never  had  to  oppose  her  forces  in 
conjunction  with  those  of  her  allies.  Russia 
acted  only  a  secondary  part  in  it.     Np  de- 
claration addressed  to  France  informed  us 
that  she  was  at  war  with  us  ;  and  it  is  only 
upon  the  field  of  battle  where  the  Tlnrd 
Coalition  was  destroyed^  that  we  have  be^ 
officially  informed  that  Russia  was  a  party 
to  iti-^When  his  Britannic  maj.  dedared 
war  against  Trainee,  be  had  an  end  in  vie^r 
which  he  made  known  by  his  manifestoes^ 
This  object  directed  the  nature  of  the  war  ; 
when,  Jd  months  afterwards,  hisBritannio 
mf^esty  fprmiec)  an  aUiance  with  Austria, 
Russia^  md  Sweden,  lie  had  t^ti^r  object:! 
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in  view.    This  was  a  re*  war,  the  motives 
of  whijcb  must  i>e  sought  fur  in  the  official 
papers  wbicU  have  been  published  by  the 
di^erent  powers ;  an»ong«t  these  motives, 
the  direct  interests  of  England  are  never 
meatioued.  These  two  wars  therefore  have 
no  common  •connexion ;  England  in  reality 
never  participated  in  that  which  is  termi- 
nated* Russia  never  took  any  part  directly 
or  indirectly  in  that  which  still  exists.  There 
js^  therefore,  no  reason  why  England  should  • 
not  singly   terminate  a  war,    which  she 
eingly  has  #aged  against  us.    f  f  his  maj. 
4he  emperor  wene  now  to  adopt  the  princi- 
p]^  of  negoeia^ing  with  England  jointly! 
with  her  new  allies,  be  would  implicitly 
^mit  the  actual  existence  of  the  Third 
•Coalition,  <be  contiixuanoe  of  the  German 
•war,  and  the  identky  of  this  war  with  that 
which  f  ranee  isostains    against  England. 
He  would  ifliplicitly  accept  for  the  basis  ol 
the  negociation  t^e  conditions  of  M.  No- 
vosiltzoff,  which  excited  the  astonishment 
of  Europe,  and  were  revolting  toihe  cha- 
ractar  of   the  French  people ::— and  the! 
xronqueror  of  the  Coalition,  the  emperor, 
.would   voluntarily  pdace   himself  in  the 
situation  of   tlie  ^conquered .i^ At  present^ 
^he  emperor  has  nothing  to  discuss  with 
the  Coalition.    He  is  entitled  to  refuse  the 
recognition  of  the  relations  whitch  you  havh 
bad  with  it.;  and  in  treating  with  you  there 
<rau  be  no  other  question,  than  the  object 
and  the  interests  of  the  war  which  was  en- 
ter^ into  previous  <o  your  alliances,  and 
which  has  survived  thent.— Notwithstand- 
ing /miy ^  4nonth6  haye  elapsed  since  the 
•veil  whach  concealed  the  secret  combina- 
iions  of  the  last  war  has  been  removed,  it 
is  lieverthelesl  true  that  the  continent  is 
at  peace.   Your  principal  ally,  Austria,  has 
made  a  separate  peace.  Prussia,  whose  ar- 
mies were  for  some  time  on  the  warestablish'« 
nent,  has  concluded  a  treaty  of  offensive  and 
defensive  idlliaoce  with  us.    Sweden  is  not 
worthy  a  remarks  As  to  Russia,  there  exist 
between  her  and  us  direct  proposals  of  ne. 
gociatioD.    Powerful  as  she  is,  she  requires 
the  protection  of  ao'  one,  and  she  cannot 
call  for  the  iatervelition  of  any  court  to 
terminate  the  disputes  between  41s.  Her  re» 
iQote  position  pkoes'berso  entirely  out  of 
-our  reiach,  and  deprives  her  so  completely: 
of  all  means  of  annoying  us,  that  the  al-^ 
teration  in  our  respective  contiexions,  oc^; 
casioned  by  a  Hate  of  war  or  a  state  of 
peace,  ie  purely  of  a  diplomatic  nature. 
If  in  such  a  situation,  the  emperor  were 
to  atioept  tbe  condition  of   uegoeiating 


jointly  with  England  and  Russia,  would 
he  not  resign  all  his  advantages  ?  Would  he 
not  admit \he  existence  of  a  war  which  he 
has  gloriously  terminated  ?  Would  be  not, 
in  ^e,  abandon,  in  favour  of  England, 
tiie  principle  of  equality  already  agreed 
upoti  between  us^  Jf^  sir,  you  will  only 
examine  with  the  discernment  which  be. 
longs  io  you  tbe  considerations  which  I 
have  tbe  honour  to  lay  before  you,  you 
will  agree  that  such  a  negoeiatioii  would  be 
far  more  prejudicial  to  us  than  war,  and 
even  than  a  congress.-^In  &cf,  in  a  con< 
gress,  if  England,  ^weden^  and  Russia 
contended  in  support  of  >  the  -principles 
which  foiwned  the  basis  of  the  Third  Coa- 
lition, Prussia,  Denmark,  tbe  Porte,  Per- 
sia, and  America  .woruld  protest  against 
those  principles,  and  would  require  equal 
laws  for  navigation  and  a  just  division  of 
the  emipire  of  the  seas.  Doubtless,  in  this 
discussiou,  the  dimiiuition  of  the  power 
of  France  would  be  -ire^ently  voted  ;  but 
as  frequently  would  the  diminution  of  the 
power  of  England  also  be  voted.  The  ba- 
lance of  power  in  the  south  of  £uro|)e 
would  be  demanded  by  some,  but  others 
would  demand  the  balance  of  power  in  the 
north.  Many  would  bring  forward  the 
balance  of  ^ower  for  A«ia ;  aH  would  feel 
an  interest  in  tbe  balance  of  power  en  the 
seas  ;  and  if  it  were  possible  to  hope  that 
any  result  could  be  formed  in  the  midst  of 
such  complicated  and  turbulent  discussions, 
that  result  would  be  just,  because  it  would 
be  complete-;  and  certainly  his  majesty 
has  declared,  under  every  oircuinstance, 
that  he  woijd  -have  «o  repagnance  to 
make  sacrifices  for  tbe  public  tranquillity, 
whenever  Ehgland,  Russia,  and  all  the 
great  powers  shall  be  disposed  to  recognize 
established  rights,  to  protect  the  weaker 
states,  and  to  adopt  the  prinoples  of  jus. 
tice,  nK)deration,  and  equality ;  but  the 
emperor  ^now6  mankind  too  well  to  allow 
himself  to  be  led  awayby  cfhimerical  ideas, 
and  he  feels  that  it  would  'be  in  vain  to 
seek  for  peace  in  a  labyrinth  of.  ten  years 
of  discussions,  which  during  that  period 
would  iperpetuate  war,  and  would  only 
have  the  effect  of  rendering  its  termination 
still  more-didieuk  and  uncertain.  It  would 
theflbecome  necessary  to  change  the  'sys- 
tem, and,  aa  was  done  at  Utrecht,  leaving 
the  allies  to  perplex  themselves  in  vain  and 
endless  disputes,  to  enter  into  a  s^arate 
negociatiou ;  to  discass,  as  was  thai  done, 
the  interests  of  the  two  powers  and  of 
(heir  respective  allies ;  at  last  to  prnke 
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pe^se  forpurselvas,  fif^d  tp  .make  it  .so 
5qi^ifi%b\e  fud  ,30.  Uppour^We.as  tg  be.imr 
aiediat^ly  sigr§|Bd,^o  by.aJLtiie.;pqwers  cqo^ 
cerued.     Tl^n  is  t):^..J2;Mxie  in.uthich  it  be- 
comes two  ,s\3f;h  nations  a$  Eogjiaii^i  ^x^ 
^x^ce  tQ.te(mii\»^e«.4^atat  tfai3  distf^(^ce  of 
lOyefi^rs,  butiiyvwedi^^Jly,  ,tb«j  4iffereap|e8 
wjj^cji  divide  ,4jiein,  #Hd;#t  ihc^aiw  time 
}o  estiivbl^h   th^  ,^Q^u,1$itiQ.u  pf  theif  rigbts 
^nd  of.thfi  iiuerests  .flf  jti^eir  ,pHkP.-rT<? 
j;p5nn[ie;,  ,sif .;  J  s^e.  \n.  ,|hP^pi:Qpo§ed  pego- 
piatio^i,  prily  ft  pp6sij?)e  ioravs.of  .discusa^Qn ; 
negvcjaUon.  .witjb  England  .^aud  -tb^  ^JUes 
,\vba(;b  sl|e /.acquired v^t  tbe  tinpe  of  ,^he  >fpr- 
•pjation  ,of  tbe  Third ...CQalit^Qn^  .Pf^qia** 
.tian,  witb  .all  th^;pqwj^rs  .pf  iE»WPpf ,.  witli 
,the  additi<|r>^pf  ^prjca;  n^gpcia^on.iWHb 
JEogl^d,aIoiiiB.---Tbe/l §t  pf  tbpse/opns  > 
^,^*^nus3ibl^,  becaj*>^  il.w.ou^d  $i|\^€t  the. 
fsmpecpr  tp  the  iiiQpppce  of  tbe  Tbprii  Cpa  ' 
)ition,  vb^cjh  ixo,  loj^r  exjstR.    The. em 
{)ej:pr,would4iAyeD/¥gpcj^^d  ip  t|)i£i,m^uer| 
if  {he  li9i()/bpn  yanquv^bed.  ,  Tbe  ^d,  (biinii 
.of,iv6»gocvia;iop.!.YfP»W.(?tpr«>alise  t^be  twar,; 
if  , tbe  pnaxpidabjp.PCpurfencjQ^  ^o  wto/cb  it: 
,^puld.^  a^  ^v^>5  ip5t#nt  .give.rifte,  ^pdiibej 
^as^ipns  whieh^it^rvro^ld  Jet  Ipo^j^-  witbo«)t| 
jpo^jtrpijj,  i\dpQVM\m^^e  disfimisicrtw^to 
be  hrQJk!ea.,.«off.^rtb  yipl^pc^  .a. few  .years 
ia,f(pr,^liwy, should  My^  t>een  .en^licr^  wj.o.j 
,Tbe  3d.tbwefQp^>i»  Abeoftly  oji^e  MfbicbQanl 
i?e  ^e^i?^d  by  tJ?P8B>'rl?o^reaJly  w  jsh  fqr  pQ^ce.j 
*,H^  n[^?jesty;i8  cqp^nt^  ^bat>(;be  ji^t  ^pd; 
^paoxUlrate  ,di/ipo.sitiQ^s  ..^bicb  ,he,..b^9..(be 
^ea^isfactipn  pf, observing  in   tbe  tQae,$UQd> 
Jaugp^e  pf  ^1)6  ^piinisters  pf  bis..3ntan.i 
flip  mfliesty.,,s^CQpdipg».ia  .qQpfqnpity  itcy 
^ips.d^slfes^  l^be  p$u:ifii&.9Qntjip^erHs.pf  W;hjch 
^bpis  more;tbf»n  eyer  .delie^pj.ippd  :to^prd 
^oofs  to  .bis  allies,  apd  even  to  bi9.^pe- 
.paies.  jbe«nation3.  |?xW^(J?4-  by  tbe.  eQurt& 
.of  a.  war,  theint^est^of  which  it.  is  "as  .dif- 
ficult.to, perceiye  ,«v»its.r9al  object  is  4;liffi- 
^jcult  to  dii&qover,  Mfiil.tbws  gee  ,a ..p^ftqe,' 
.which  Js  cali/sd.fpr  by  .^1  tbeir,.wftats  apd 
^l].t(ieir.\vishefi,  X^s^lt  from  the  pno.pp^d 
i^egoria^ipn.r^i  request, Sir,  d^cCl^'MAU. 
.Tai^leyranp,., 

J^c,..u.— Let^r  .from.Wf.  Secretary  Fpx 
'tP  M .Talley,r.aijd ;  dated  Do wuing^Uect* 
^^pril.2ptb,.l$Q6,  .  -  , 

Sir  ;  .1  received  fce,i}^y.boforie^§8^r4ey 
.your  e.\c«UQnpy's.d\Bpatd]  of  the  ii^t^inst, 
—After  having  repe.atedly  jead  jit  wi\h  all 
/possible  attaotiop,  I. do  not  iiixd  in  it  any 
..a^guoieiit  sufficient  to  induce  our  ,govern- 
ix\ejfki  to  cbauge  the  opinion  which  it  has  al- 
ready, dieclai:^,/-  p4DW!iy,  ,that  any  nego- 
ciatiojn  in  Mrhipb  Kuwia  is  pot  included  as 


ft>P»r^y»  M  .aUolMiely  W!adp«[|sible..«^We 
wish  .t'or.pe^ce;  but.  we  4;aiU90t  ^ish   fotr 
4Py  tl>iil&.wbich.inM^  be.^djpnoAjJii^jeifeber.fco 
the  dignity  o£opr  Qpy^eigp,  /orito^the^faa* 
nQur.apd  ^e  inl.pce^  pf  t^  .i^tipo.     Bi&t 
if  we  pegociaiVe.  without^  Rusfii|k,  opn^iidBrisig 
the  iptimai^  :t)QS  by  wjiioh  jv^e  jaim  tmited 
with,|l)At;p0vrer,  we  QhoMtld  ^lODtmye  our- 
^elvies  op^n  Xq  tbe  ref)rpai:h  ;af  having 
fapl^d  in  4;bat.  scrupplQps.liddity  .ito  our  .en* 
gttgemqqts,  on  >vbi<;h>5nte  pride  o»i$elves  j 
whilst,  on  tlje  othjer  Jb»p4>  by:  p^r^ieWng  in 
our.dQoraqd  tM  :Hil9sia  bie^Mniited,  we 
do  fipt  copceive.tb»t,Wie  doaiiy  *lhii)g  caa- 
trary  io  that  ■principte  of  .•^quality  «o.whk>b 
bptb  pf  ,u6  Jay  clai^i-    .Wh/sn  tbs  txbcee 
pl^nippt^jnti^riesjM'e.^%seQible.d,.<fauw,can  it 
^.  tl^ougbt ;tb^t:0j^v  qvQM'ian. could  be  .«aiv. 
riqd  ijyttie  n»Mioiiity  pf:^oic««?  xxr  evea 
.tb^t.such  j|n.^9spmbly  could  h^ne  .any^tliing 
incpn^nKin  ^ith  ^.gepeii^l  Gp^)|^|Re&Si^  There 
j«puld/be  in  .(a<;t  ibutjtwo;  partiesin.it;  on 
one  §i4e,  France ;  pm  tbe.ptbisr  t|ieiWo  ai- 
Iji^.  ppwetrs.    MQfmyQjy  if  ii  is  i^u^t  so 
advs^^gepus  in. »u .affair  pf  this  oatuse  :to 
b^ve  two  ^aipi^t,pp^,  no  crbjoction  .ivtNikl 
i)&  n^ade.toypurintrpdpqipg, whichever  «yf 
yqur  ji^li^s.ypu^ni^y. judge  ri)ost  expedient. 
TTTSipcerely  dpsirpup  ,pf  .avoiding  .useiees 
disputes,  1 .  do  no.t  ,^)ow  my^f  to  eater 
into  ^  disqus^ipiipf  tb^  consequences  whirh 
your^xceUency  draW;S  frpm  lbe^vent9<of.  tlie 
last  oamp^ign.— 1  \yiU  only  remark,  tliat  I 
.(lo   pot  see  a^iy  reaspn   why  ao  alliauoe 
should/becQQsjder^djas. pull, wit.  1  regard  to 
tbe  pp^'prs  -who  .adber«  to  it,  ^^because  a 
ppw^r  who  formerly  lUqlpngfid   to  it  :has 
|>Qen,d^(apbfid  frqai  it  by  the  loi^loriunc^s 
pf  war.-r^Wi^h    rpgard    to   tbe   overture 
yvbicbilips6iabi!uni^dey.QU,we>hl^^eQoJiQow. 
l^^ge  of  it ;  but, .  wjiatever.  goia^  be  Ihe  im- 
^re.of.it,  .^jkre  are  persuaded  th^Aat.court 
.^jvill.pev^r  cppdMpt  itself*, /so,  4s  to  commit 
the.aqknowl^ged.bo*ipiir  i>f  its  ehuracter, 
or  to  \|tfcak.en  tl)e  ti^s  pf  fri^d^hip  and  of 
conjfiden^e  »»hich.^till  subsist  b^it^vje^i  tEug- 
land^^nd ^p&qia* .  To  i:«tu«n,to.,tbe.  poiut ; 
yp^r,a?cceJl^y  qiepMpns>/tbat,  in  the  prg* 
pps^  n^gociation,  ^pa  know,  .bat  .of  ituroe 
po§^iWe  fprqoapf  discwssipn.    iibeifirst  ap- 
p^^rs  to  ,you  >inadP)i^ible.^-nAccQrdi«g  to 
.^hat  I  bave  bad  tbe  ihpppur  to  .write  to 
y«*Piypu^u8t  lie.  cQoyioc©^,  sir,,tliat  .the 
3d  iSfincpmpi^tibie,  both  yiMh  pur  fundar- 
mental  id^as  pf  jp!9tiQe  ,aQd  hppour,  aiid 
witb  our  cppe$;ptipu  of.theintiqteHts.of  our 
^ountjfy.;  Tbe  .2d  is  not.  .pcr<»p8  ^»d,  ao 
kr  as  regards  its  prinoiple ;  .hot  besides 
the  cMays  lehitfik  rit  ^irould .  op;a$iQu>  it 
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Mot   CQt^JMUPtiiitewT-^Jk  is  *tliere(ore  ,w^tb 

l>ppe«afjpi^pe:at  tbijBipiogiet^t, . if  y^u  should 
not  i^  4i8pW9d >>  p^gpqiate  in  tJie.iflJi^* 
Der.i^hifi)i  yierbavemfqppsed.--:I  ^hiftk,«y. 
^\tM\fgfi^:to  wJd,rthftt  ^!piw  forni  js.ea^en- 
tml  to,|»9,.nqt9D](7  (or  tbe.re^i^i;is  wl^ich  1 
h^ve  )ia<l-tl^  t^QMr  to  explain  to  your  ex- 
oeiiQiiCy,,b^tjn  ftp  i9))cK#.^y  9th|?r  forin 
migbt  $reikte,Bry#piQ^PQ&t^9kt  you  f^aUy  ien- 
4eE^;(ke  cbifloencal  project  iw^tb  w^'icb 
you  jwe/«barge.d  .tw«9»gtif!ly.^?.I;Win^Hgly 
beljayi^)  pf ^^ptdn^i^g  A»»  friW  ^iiy,c9^ec- 
ticiD|Wi^i  tbfi  CQBtiftwtal  pqvers/iif%r9P.e ; 
awl  /avcp, . vthftt  ^u«b  .^n  jflca,  ^,l^fl&  JfeypU- 
ipg-  tp \U8  \\^^  jt.ojvgiit jto.be, ^^^ifd^b^  jo 
tr^fHty  it48«:It  i^jiOtji^eff^Ty  t^,  declarie  to 
pi  V^^l^r  tso ,  i^lifWeo^.  ^  your .  excel- ; 
Iwty,  tl|%t  :E9igli^nd.^n,pev^r  con^nt  to' 
An  .^otltaiop   W^ch  wouljd  flqgrade  her 
/ipm.(be  JSE^ak  jnibiqbi^iJl^JbiU^to  .b^ld, 
/and  Ktiicb  /«JwB  M»Q1«^.  ^iiftt  ^Jie. fliay  .ev^r 
jipU,  cafDOIig .!^be  .^ftt'vQD&.pf  ijj^  .W9^\<^*t- 
Tbeiafiwr,  .i^jgi\e,  ^is.  jr^d^ic^d  jtp  ^e,^«^e 
j>QUrt;  :.W.ilLyou4MBg^»ci|^i:piiJQiptly  w^tb 
jRtts^a?  'We.ftn^w^r;,  ,Yp8;  byatif  you  re- 
•nuiw  ws.tpt  Q«gOciflJ^efieRai;atety>?!rp.ap9:wer, 
<No,rr-AUJboMgb  ,iye  {f^aixre.iiot  sjucceqded  io 
^e g»^t^l^JQ<:Jt  yJlMch Ti^pf^po^edjtp  pur-^ 
*«Wes,ilibe  iwo,  gi^v^^ppeni^ppay  well  »pri4e 
themsMvi^s.Qn'lbe.cf^pdour  find  frankness 
^'^i^kl^ye  {^j^ct^Ti^ed  Jtbe,di^uaBion  o^ 
4bc|ir  fd)^0«Q^;  jai^  I  o^e  ;to  ypu,  on 
i^gr  owjaccQUnt,  alr,|tlt9Ak6:fo^  ti^  obliging 
nmim  in  «bicb  y^Q^r  jf^jsceljewcy  ejqxresses 
•youi^eM'  5i«lith  reg^d  to  -me.   ,i  am,  ^c.; 

Np.  iO.TT-MlKter  frpjpa  )M>  Xa^ft)^and,  tq 
Mr*  :&09Temy  Fpx ;  jdat^d  iP^)®,  24 
Juae  W06\r-nRfiCQi)i[€d  /-V^ne  jjhth. 
.5iir;  I  ^Me.laid  }a^»A\ie  onftp^pflor  the 
last  fetjter,  ^nbicb  yqur  ,ex;cellen<;y..did  ;;i)q 
ibebpnour  U>vi^,iomp*  I  can  pnly^Jjiy 
his  pwj^ra,  fic^attto  you,, ^^t  to  requ^e  o( 
fraacetbatfbe^ould.  treat jwi|h;you  ^p9I1 
Ibe  principle  .^f  ypvir  ^li^^^wA^i.lS^ia) 
is  wio^iag  ^.  rddtice  .^s  tp  a  ppi^trained 
torn  of;di«CM)96Von>  .4pd  fup(fosiag  u^  yi  d 
state  of  ^uiliUi^tipn,  -inta  N'bip.b.  w.e  l^^v^ 
'^^yer^ffdleof  The  efieoiiea  of  Frapce  mmi 
notjkppe  todici#teto.ber  ei^er  tbecondi| 
tioDs  of  peaoe,  or.a.mp^e  of  negociatiQij 
cootcary  to.tlie  f&«tab|isbed  uisag^s.  §uch 
an  aitcsnpjt.wfttb  r«Apiect  ,to  ^eitfiar  of  tbqsf 
points^  ^KOuld  i^qi^ly  effect  the  JFreucll 
cliaractar ;  ai^d  I  4o  not  b^t^^  to  s^yj, 


Ihisjpojftt,  |t  WQ}j)id  At  l^ast  rMpire  l|)8t,i|9 
j^pglJLsb  ,arii|y  sbpuld  .l^ve  iiwapjed  l}e]gi^qp^ 
aud .^pul4  be  at  the  pojot .of  ,^nteriog.Pi« 
Cftrdy,  ty  the  pjo^tb  ,of  ibe  S^ipnae.Trj[ 
pMfst,  gir,  ,«|gf^n  repe^at  to  .you,  t^iatbb 
iQi^j*  is  aiui,\y  de$irpH3  pfp^a^e^  and  ^by.. 
^puld  jipt  Xjtdd,  y(bat  we.niightbpe  j^id, 
i^irba^t  w^  really  ^ave  §aid  at  tbe  rupture  of 
ewsryn^ociauofi  fpr  j^e^ce^tbattlie  jc:ppti« 
paa^ce  of  the  >yar  hs^s^ever  been  .pre]  i^di- 
pial  io.t^;grai^ur  of  Fr^upie,  apd  tb^t/JA 
tijocke  of  jseace,  a  great  ^atiop  c^u  u&e  it^ 
Pp.\yer.on\y  .to  n^ain^p  itself,  and  .pre^^erve 
in  itheir  .pceseut  state  il3  relations. witb, the 
neigbhpuriivg  countri^8.-r-F.rVuce,  sir,  (jJoi^ 
not  object,  to  your  right  of  cbopsipg  ao4^ 
py^feryi^g  .ypur  .allies.     lu,  yrs^r  sb'e.tia^ 
upt  .tjjie  cbpiqe  of, her  /enep:ii^s,  §nd  si^ 
mij^st  fight  .them  ,s^{),arate  or  iMnK^i^^  ^s  it 
B%?»y  .fiM^t  thqir  ..^pnyienienQe   to  copctjrt 
ainpf ig  tbejcnseivefi,  ^  tor  t|ie  jaccompljsbme^ 
of  tiaeir  vie>y,s  of  a^^ssiou  and  re3is^nc<&p 
^qd  fpr  the  jiforj^papgLn  ^f  alliances^^  littte. 
cpfifprmable  .to  the  i^l  interests  .of  tbieijr 
re^pecjiye  .countries,  that  the  first,  clause  of : 
themtbasialwaysj^een  a  condition  o^secr.e- 
py.— ;Pf«:a4ase  we  wish,  in   this  ca^se,  to 
follow  the  form  fx!  nf^gpciation  y^hicK  1^'- 
been  jp^ptqpjiary  at  all  times  and|ia  ajU 
countries,^you  cpn^lu^e  that  we  fies^re  th^^t . 
you.^ouid  have  fp  copuection  witjh.tte . 
qoptj^ent.     I  do  .not  qopcei  ve  th^t  ,w;e^  ev^er  * 
;gave  you  any  reason  for  dra^ving  such  ap 
inference.    We  cannptJiJDder  aay  gpyeVfli- 
meut  from  forming  an  alliance  .^ith  you,  > 
,and  we  cannot  .wish,  either  what  js  ijinjust, 
or  wjiat  is  absurd.    It  is  oae  tfain||,  that 
you  should  form  alliances  ftccording  to 
yc^urpwn  choice^  but  it  ie  anptj^r,  that  we 
>h({)ujd  auicur  in,tl;»ein,Land  aid  ypu'jui  c^-  . 
traciing  them.    But  to  consjent .  tp  .  trei^t 
Vipon  the  principle  pf  your  alliances,  axyd  • 
.to  introduce,  l^hem  into  the  discussipn  of 
liie  direct  and  immediate  i,nterests  tl^at  dj- 
.vide  us,  is  doixig'much  more  than^sufieriqg  • 
^ad  {^kupwiedgipg.theai ;  it.is  in  amaa- 
.ner  consecrating,,  pementipg,  a^nd^^arap- 
J^ing  tiiqm.     I  have  already,  ?ir,  observed 
to  yo,u,  .that  .we  .<taQ&ot  yield  .upon  this 
point,  bepfUAse  the  principle  js  in  our  j[^« 
your.— To.\eave,  however,  from  ^encefor* 
ward,  no  rooni  ibr  any  misunderstanding, 
I  thipkit.my  duty  to  propose  to  you^  Ist, 
To    n/^gpciate   in    the    same  preliminary 
forms.wbich  were  adopted  during  tbe  adi^i- 
nisti:ation.  of  the  mfirquis  of  llockinghaop, 
in  17^2  ;  forms,  which  were  Aot  renewed 
lyithso  ipuch  advantage  in  the  negociatiohs 
of  Li^le,  bpt  which  were  perfectly  sue-- 
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cessfol  in  the  negociations  which  preceded 
the  treaty  of  Amiens:  2d)y,  To  establish 
B9  a  basis,  two  fundamental  priuciples ;  the 
first,  which  I  take  from  your  letter  of  the 
2(>th  Mairfa,  namely,  **  That  the  two  states 
"  should  hffot  for  their  object  that  the  peace 
.•**  be  honour iAie for  them  and  their  mpective 
**  ttHieSf  and  at  the  same  time  nf  a  nature 
**  to  secure  J  as  far  as  is  in  their  power ^  the 
^  futuh  tranquiUity  of^rope**  These 
cond  principle  shail  be,  an  acknowledge- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  tv\t)  powers,  of  their 
mutual  right  of  intervention  and  guairantv 
in  continental  and  in  maritinoe  affairs^  His 
>najesty,  far  from  being  unwilling  to  make 
this  avowal,  delights  in  rai&ing  it  toaprtn* 
ciple ;  and,  in  thus  explaining  bis  real  in-, 
tentions,  f  thirtk  I  have  givien  you  a  d^i- 
sive  proof  of  hie  pacific  dispositions.  His 
majesty  is  at  the  saoie  time  persuaded,  that, 
in  preventing  for  ever  all  subjects  of  com- 
plaint, uneasiness,  and  remonstrance  on 
til  is  point,  he  has,  in  a  case  w^ich  is  of  es- 
sential interest  to  the  good  of  human  na- 
ture, done  his  duty  as  a  man,  and  as  a  so- 
vereign.—I  should  sincerely  regret,  sir, 
that  a  discussion,  begun  under  such  iavour- 
aible auspices,  should  terminate  without  the 
attainment  of  its  object.  Should  the  hopes 
which  1  cherish  vHnish,  I  «haH,  at  all  events, 
have  the  conflation  of  thinking,  that  the: 
fault  cannot  be  imputed  to  France,  who  de- 
mands and  wishes  nothing  but  what  is  just 
and  reasonable.— Accept,  sir,  &c.Cii.  Mau. 

TALLEYttilND. 

No.  11. — Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Fox 
to M. Talleyrand;  dated  Downing-^treet, 
June  14, 1806. 
Sir ;  f  rec-eived  a  few  da5r^  ago  your«x-i 

cellency^s  ^lispatdi  of  the  2d  in«t.     1  Can- 

*  not  understand  how,  in  treating  conjointly 
.  "with  Engjand  and  Kussia,you  will  acknow- 
ledge the  principle  of  the  alliance  subsisting 
between  the  two  courts;  at  nnost^  you  wilt 
only  acknowledge  the  fact  r  much  i^s  can 

'  I  conceive  how  ^-ou  can  consider*  yourselves 
in  aoy  degree  lowered  by  this  mode  of 
treating.  We  do  not  by  any  means  pretend 
to  dictate  to  France,  cither  the  conditions 

*  of  peace,  or  a  mode  of  negociation  contrary 
'lo  the  estajrtished  usages. — In  1785,  the 
'  epoch  which  your  excellency  alludes  to  in 

your  dispatch,  we  did  not  think  ourselves 
m  a  state  of  degradation;  yet  whenM.  de 
Vergennes  informed  us  that  it  was  neces- 
'  sary  for  the  honour  of  his  court,  that  we 
should  treat  conjointly  with  France,  Hol- 
land, and  Spain,  we  did  not  think  ourselves 
in   any  ^egr^e  lowered  by  adopting   the 


modff  of  negocta  Jon  to  which  that  minis;- 
ter  appeared  to  attach  sd  much  conse-- 
quence.  Your  govcrnmeul  ts  sincerely  de- 
sirous of  peace.  In  this  country  tlie  same  - 
sentiment  prevails ;  and  yet  1  could  very 
well  say  of  England  wiiat  your  excellency 
says  of  France;  namely,  that  the  conti* 
nuance  of  the  war  has  never  been  prejudt* 
ciaJ  either  to  it?  glory  or  to  its  grandeur  ; 
perhaps  indeed,  it  has  been  so  to  its 
real  and  permanent  interests,  frat  it 
has  been  equally  so  to  those  of  France* 
— With  respect  to  the  secriet  conditions  of 
our  alliance  with  Russia,  your  excellency 
is  too  enlightened  not  id  allow,  that  in 
what  concerned  the  war  'and  the  proposi- 
tions to  be  made  to  Prussia  and  Austria,  se» 
crecy  was  absolutely  necessary.  All  that 
is  now  at  an  end ;  to  act  in  concert  for  the 
estufylishmeut'of  the  repose  of  Europe,  and 
for  its  su^qnent  preservat'^en,  is  the  pri&- 
eipal,  and  !  may  even  say  the  only  object 
of  our  present  commudications.— After  the 
open  disavowal  which  you  have,  made  of 
the  intention  falsely  im parted  to  you  with 
respiect  to  our  continental  connections,  no 
doubt  cen  exist  upon  that  essential  point* 
and  it  would  be  the  more  distressing  that 
difficulties  in  form  rather  than  in  substance 
should  prolong  a  war  whick  the  two  go- 
vernments equally  desire  to  teriBiaate.-^ 
Let  us  now  -come  to  what  yonr  excellency 
proposes.  The  form  of  negociation  which 
took  place  during  lord  Rockingham^s  ad* 
ministration  is  more  psirticularly  pi'esent 
to  my  memory,  as  1  then  held  the  saacie 
ofBce  with  which  his  majesty  has  4ate!y  been 
pleased  to  honour  me.  Let  France  and 
England  cha,nge  situations,  and  the  tbrja 
you  mention  is  exactly  sicailar  to  that 
which  I  have  proposed.  We  then  treated 
with  France  and  her  allies*  Let  France 
now  treat  with  us  and  our  allies.  The  ba«> 
sis  offered  in  your  second  proposition  is 
exactly  conformable  to  the  views  of  our  go- 
vernment, provided  it  be  well  under8toi>d 
that,  whilst  we  mutually  acknowledge  our 
respective  rights  of  intervention  and  g^sa- 
i^uty  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Europe, 
we  also  mutually  agree  to  abstain  from  ail 
encroachment  open  the  greater  or  leaser 
states  which  compose  it.— I  should  regret 
equally  with  your  excellency,  that  this  dis- 
cu?sion  should  break  off.  If  we  can  only 
act  so  as  not  to  incur  the  reproach  of  a 
breach  of  faith  towards  an  aily^  who  for  so 
many  reasons  deserves  our  entire  confi- 
dence, we  shall  be.  content,  and  the  more 
90  as  wdknow  that  an  hotK>urable  peace 
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would  be  no  less  conformable  to  the  wisbes 
of  Russia^  than  to  those  of  France  and  En- 
gland.— I    have  tlie  honour    to  be,  &c. 
C.  J.  Fox* 
No.19. — Communication  made  by  the  Earl 

of  Varmoutb   to    Mr.  Secretary  Fox; 

dated  June  13  th,  1806: 

A  few  days  aft^r  my  arrival  at  Paris 
from  the'dep6tat  Verdun,  AL  Talleyrand 
desired  me  t6  csllf  upon  him  -,  having  done 
so,  he  told  me  th^t  the  ]^rench  government 
bad  beeti  looking  out  for  some  itleans  by 
iwhich  a  secret  and  confidential  communi-, 
<^tion  ];pight  be  made,  explanatory  of  the 
seutitnems  and  views  of  PsAVtcef  as  wel) 
as  the  outlines   of  the  terms  on   which 
peace  might  be  restored  between  the  two 
countries. — Having  mentioned  the  (^jctreme 
desire  of  making  this  communication  .in 
such  a  manner  that  no  publicity  might  in 
any  case   ensue,  should  the  object  of  it 
not  be  obtained,  JM.  Talleyrand  proceeded 
to  state,  in  a  long  argument,,  which  it  is 
useless  to  repeat,  as  it  forms  the  substance 
of  several  of  the  iPrench  government's  di^ 
patches ;  the  reasons  which  prevent  their 
treating  for  a  general  peace  jointly  with 
Russia.— He  said,  that  in  a  dispatch  sent 
some  weeks  before,  to  Mr.  Fox,  he  had 
been  ordered  to  name  Lisle  rather  than 
Amiens  for  the  negociation  of  a  definitive 
treaty,  in  order  to  remove  all  former  dis- 
cussions, and  to  facilitate  to  England  the 
possession  of  Malia.^-I  then  took  the  li- 
berty  of  interrupting  M-  Talleyrand,  to 
say  that  however  flattering  the  confidence 
he  was  ordered  to  place  jri  me  might  be, 
yet  that,  feeling  as  I  did,   the  interests, 
and  above  all  the  honour  of  my  country, 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  be  the  bearer 
of  a  coi&municatioD  having  peaoe  for  its 
object,  against  which  1  should  feel  obliged 
to  vote  in  parliament;  and  viewing  the 
restoration  of  Hatiover    in    this    light,  ] 
could  not  r(^ceive  any  further  communica- 
tion till  I  had  explicit  declaration  with  re- 
gard to  his  majesty'^  German  dominions. 
•^M.  Tallfsyrand  then  broke  off  the  con- 
versation, desiring  me  to  return  the  third 
day  after.    At  the  expiration  of  this  time 
1  waited  upon  him  again,  when  he  iafor- ! 
ined  me  that^   considering  tbe   extreme 
stress  which  Appeared  to  be  laid  upon  this 
p<mit,  Hanover  should  make  no  difficulty. 
-^Authorised  by  the  concession  of  that  m 
which  the  honour  of  the  king  «Dd  that  of 
^  nation  appeared  most  inCci^sted,  1  en- 
Suired  whether   the   posst  salon  of  Sicily 
vooU  bfi  deflsai)fbd|  o^t  Laviug  been  ^o 


said   •*  Faua   Vavex^  nous  ne    tous  la  df* 
'*  mandons  pas ;  ,si  nous  la  possedions,  tlU 
*•  pourroit  augmenter  de  bcaucoup  les  difi-' 
"  cultdsJ*  [You  are  in  possession  of  it>  we 
do  not  agk  it  of  you }  if  we  possessed  it,  it 
might  very  much  augment  onr  difficul- 
ties.]    CJonsidering   this  to  be  very   po* 
sitive  both  from  the  words  and  the  man- 
ner of  delivering  them,  t  conceived  it  im«« 
proper  to  make  further  questions.    **  NoUs. 
ne  vous  demandons  fien ;"  [we  ask  no- 
thing  frOm  you]    amoutiting    to   an. ad*, 
mission  of  uH  possidetis  as  applicable  to 
his  majesty's   conquests.-*-M*  Talleyrand, 
mentioned  strongly  the  recognition  of  the 
emperor  and   the    different '  branches  of 
his  fomily    as  absolutely   expected*     On 
this  I  took   occasion    to  state  the  soli- 
dity which  the  rccognitioti  of  G.  Britaia 
would    give    to   their  establishment,  and 
enquired  whether  the  French  government 
would    guarantee    the    integrity    of  the 
Ottoman  empire*    The  answer  was  yes, 
but  it  must   be  soon.      **  Beaucoup  se 
"  prepare,  inais  rien  n'est  fait ;"    £a  great 
deal  is  in  preparation,  but'  nothing  is  yet 
done.]     Reverting  to  thfe  first  conversa* 
tion,  I  desired  to  know  whether  a  middle 
term  might  not  be  found  at  the  same  time 
to  obtain  the  object  ciesired  by  the  French 
government,  and  that; desired  by  G.  Bri- 
tain, of.  not  treating  in  a  manner  uncon- 
nected with  Russia.    To  this  he  answered 
that  they  were    entirely    ready'  to   give 
every  facility   to  the  arrangement  of  the 
respective  interests  of  the  two  powers,  or 
that  a  British  Minister  should,  being  au- 
thorized by  the  emperor  Alexander,  stipu- 
late for  both* — The  last  words  of  M.  Tal- 
leyrand   were:    '*  Les    sentiments   de  la 
**  France  sont  enti^reroent  changes ;   Pai- 
**  ^reur  qui  caracterisoit  le  conimehcemen^ 
**  de  cette  guerre  n'existe  plus ;  et  ce  que 
**  hojus  desiroos  le  plus,  fc'est  de  pouvoir 
*'  vivre  en  bon  intelligence  avec  une  aussi 
**  grandfi   puissance  que  la  Grande  Bre- 
*'  tagne."*     (Signed)     Yaemouth. 
No.  13. — Note  from  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  to 
M.  Talleyrand ;  dated  I^ndon,  June  14, 
1S06.  ^ 

Sir ;  I  jjust  write  you  a  few  words  to  exr 
press  to  you  the  pleasure  which  I  feel  at 
the  desire  you  have  manifested  for  place. 


♦  The  sentiments  entertained  in  France  are  en- 
tirely different  from  what  they  were.  The  aspe- 
rity which  characteri^^ed  thi^  cowmeneen^ent  of  this 
war,  no  longer  fixists ;  and  what  we  most  desire  is, 
to  Uv«  iu  harmooy  with  fQ  gre^t  a  powsr  as  Gpajt 
Britain* 
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thvLre  only  to  add»  that  lord  Yarmotrih  pos- 
sesses all  my  coulidence,  and  tliat  wliatever 
fie  shalf  say  to  you,  you  may  consider  as  said 
^  nlyseTf.  In  great  haste,  I^am,  &c.  C.  J.  Fox. 
Ko.  14. —  Extract'  from  ft  dispatch    frotti 
ihe  Larl  of  Yarmouth  to  ^r.  Secretary 
^ox;  dated  Paris,  Jurtc  19,  l'80(J.     Re- 
ceived June  iX6\, 

Sir ;  I  have  the'  Honour  to  inform  you 
that*  in  obedience  to  youi*  orders  I  made 
flQI  the  haste  in  my  power  to  arrive  at  Pa. 
m  as  soon  as  possiblie  ;  calm  at'sea'howe^ 
jer  prevented  my  gpttirig  liere  till  the  af- 
tbirnooii  of  the  l6th. — I  ifhmediately  waft- 
ed upon  IVT*  Talleyrand  to.  delfv^r  to  him 
^  dispatches  you  entrusted  to  my  care, 
and  requested'  to  put  6ft  any  conversation 
oh  the  subjiact  of  my  jodrniey'  till'  next  diy , 
t  intended  employing  this  ibterval  fo  en- 
deavour Co  se^  la.  D'Oubril  if  at  Paris, 
and  communicate  With  him  previously  to 
&st\u^  afi^iii  in.  *f  all^yraAd,  or  at  any  rate 
^  obtain  some  Hnowtedge  of  his  mbtlons. 
—Previous,  however,  to  my  leaving'  M. 
"f alleynmdy  he  expressed'  16  me  that  al- 
itidugh  the  desij-e '  of  peace  \^as  equttlfy 
tiucere  now  a^  it  was  when  t  quitted  Pa- 
ris, yet  that  sdme  c^ianses  had  taken  ptice 
wliich  he  had  hinted' al  the' possibility  of, 
when  I  last'  s^w  him,  a11u(^itig  t'o  the'  readi- 
ness of  Russia  to^  treat  separately^;  sin^ 
iurtber  mentioned  thait  the  emperor  Had 
rieceived  i;eports  from  liis  brother  and  the 

S'eo^ral  officers  under  liis  order^,  stating 
aat  Naples  could,  not  be  held  without  Si- 
cily, and  the  probability  they- saw,  of  gain- 
ing possession  o^  that  island,    l'  answefred 
him,' tiSat»   being,  ordered  to  r^ird   the 
r«s(oratlon  of  Naples  tp  the  king  of  Sicily 
as  ^  necessary  article  of  peace,  there  would 
te  no   question    of  tbeir   separation. — 1 
conceive  Sicily  to  be  the  great  difRcuky, 
though  p«Thap8»  were  thefe  no  other,  it 
might  be  got  over.    M.  Talleyrand  often 
fl^a  seriously  stated  the  absolute  detehni- 
fiation  of  the  emperor  not  to  consent  to 
our  demands  of  I4aptes,  Venice,  IstriS)  and 
jbalmatta,  or  to  alienate  any  part  of  his  Ita- 
uao  states  to  form-a  provision  for  the  kihg  of 
Sardinia* — Against  cessions  in  the  West  In- 
^es  or  elsewhere  1  solemnly  protected ;  nor 
dolthink  they  care  sufficien tfy  about  these  ob- 
jects to  give  any  sufficient  continental  equitti- 
lent  for  them.— M.  Talleyrand  often  repeat- 
ed t)iai  the  ^mperor  bad  euquir/t;^  wl^e- 
tkat  1  haA  aay  (Maw^rs  ?  ^^HVgv  **  qi»'e»poli- 
**  tiqfi€  «ti  ne  pautparler  m^alaog^e  si  on 
^  n'y  kgAetaetki  iiu<oris6;*'[ih«t  in^itics  it 
is  impoBsibk  to  bold  the  same  language,  un-i 
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and  as  fHequentlfy ' said  tbat  tney* considered^ 
:thtt' Ffano^/^er  for  the  h6nour'of*thfe  crow^n, 
^x^Ial^  for  t)ie  honour  of  the  navy!  add  the 
<:ape  of  Good  H6^Jef  fbr  the  honour  of 
lintl^i  bonitn^rte,  to  b^  suflfedeti^  iriduce- 
menU  to  induce  his  majest/s  ministers^  to 
raak^  p<ikce.— P*.  S,  On  Tuesday  June  17 1 
I  waited  upon  M'.  Talleyrand,  ahd  began 
the  convei^atioh' by  alluding  to  lh6"  changed 
he  had  hinted' at  the  night  befgrc^,  atid  de- 
Isired  ieavb  to  repe^  the  suBsta,nc^  6(  what 
had*  passed  at*  my  fbrm^  interview!!,  with 
;hid,  ahd  which  f  had  by  his  desirb  conl* 
municated.  He  agreed  that  the  stateiment 
;was  accurate. 

No.  IS*.— Elxtract  from  a  dispatch  from 
Mr.  Sfecretary  I^ox  xo  the  Earl  df '  Yar- 
nlbuth ;  dated  Downing'Strefet,  JUne  2ff, 
1806*. 

My  lord ;  I  had  the  honour,  oh  SatUTday 
evening,  to  rec^ivt?  ybur  lordship's  lettersr 
of  the  iQih  ;  and  should  s'ooD^  have  an-' 
s<vered  thretti,  iff  had*  not  been  (br  tfiese  & 
days  past*  totally  Incapable  of  attending  to' 
busih^l^. — I  am  VfeVy  happy  t^  learn  thai 
'  M.  Talleyrand  acknowledges  your  aecountsf 
of  former  conversations  tobcf  accurately 
correct;  But  when  fie  does  acknowledge 
thisj  1  h^ve'no  concet)tion  dn  wfiat  groutic^ 
he  can  recede  from  what'  he  said^  8t>  dis- 
tincdy  to  your  lordsfiip.  before,  upon  the 
autject  of  Sicily :  *  **  Fous.  Vaoet^  novs  «^ 
**  Tous  dem^ioni.  riat/^    \^aix  arte  in  pos- 
session of  it ;  W^e  ask  npthmg'from  you,J 
are  words  that  niadVthe  more '  impression 
on  me,  because  thosp  contained  in  the  lat* 
ter  clause  of  the  sentence  h^d*  been  used 
by^  his  excellency  iii  oner  of '  Ks  Tetterfe  td 
uie.  It  was  on  the  fi|ith  ofAe'^uHponidetU 
beingxo.be  strktlv  obsbn^ed  as' the  hnsiV. 
and  particularly  Sidl j,  on  whiciH  sotis^oc^ 
tion  Wl  been  g^en  to  your  lordship,  that 
his  majesty  was 'inducedr  to  autUoj^,  your 
lordship  tb  hold*  further  confercpcpswhh 
IVf,  TsHleyrand.      Any  tcrgjversatfon  of 
cavil  tlierefore  on  that  article,  would  be  a 
breach  of  the  ptinciple  of  th^  proposed 
basis  ih  its  mbsH  essehfial  psert.    To  sajr 
thi^t  Hanover  is  an  exteptipilto  the  prihc^ 
pie  is  in  vain,  iniismacv  as  Huhover  is  to 
b0  yielded   expressly  in  htmour  of  the 
crov^n  ';  white,  on  tlxe  other  Inii^,  the  re- 
cognitions pro'p6sc^  wTtih  fegarrf  to  t& 
^  French  empire  ^tid  it^  depemfents,  aire  not 
"  only  in  bonour  of  the  crown  of  Prance, 
but  tend  substknthdly  to  esttMish  the  soli- 
dify of  her  power.    With  regard  to  the  * 
complain!  of  the  wc^it  of  fM  p&Keti;  fo 
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avoid  all  pretebce  of  cavil  on  that  account, 
7  am  commanded  by  his  majesty  to  trans- 
mit to  you  the  instrument  accompanying 
this  letter.  But  your  lordship '  should 
fairly  state  to  M.  Talleyrand,  that  you  are 
not  authorized  to  make  any  \ise  of  them 
foimally  until  M.  Talleyrand  returns  to  his 
former  ground  with  respect  to  Sicily. 
Vour  lordship  is  directed  further,  to  ac- 
quaint that  minister,  that,  if  Russia  of- 
fers  to  treat  •  separately,  it  is  only  in  the 
way  in  which  we  do  ;  that  is  to  say,  sepa- 
rately in  form,  but  in  substanc'e,  in  concert 
with  each  other.  And  here  you  will  re- 
collect that  this  very  circumstance  was 
canvassed  in  your  former  conversations 
with  M.  Talleyrand,  when  that  minister 
expressed  himself  clearly  that  there  would 
be  no  objection  6n  the  paf t  of  France  to 
such  preconcert^ — ^The  result  of  what  I 
have  stated  to  your  lordship,  is  this:  1st, 
that  SicHy  is  a  sine  qud  nun  ;  on'  which  sub- 
ject, if  the  French  minister  recedes  from 
his  fornier  answer,  it  is  in  vain  that  any 
farther  dfecnssion  should  take  place.  It 
is  clearly  within  his  first  opinion  delivered 
to  your  hardship ;  it  is  clearly  within  his 
last  description  of  places  Xvhich  are  reci- 
procally possessed  by  the  tWo  countries, 
and  cannot  in  all  probability  be  recovered 
by  war  .---If,  according  to  the  hope  con- 
trived by  your  lordship,  this  matter  fehould 
he  arranged,  you  may  open  your  full  pow- 
ers ;  stating  at  the  same  time,  tlie  delermi- 
oation  of  this  court  not  to  c6me  to  any 
final  agreement  without  the  consent  of 
Russia.  Yoa  will  of  course  again  men- 
lion  the  questions  of  Naples  and  Istria. 
If  we  could  attain  either  of  them,  it 
would  be  well ;  but  if  we  cannot,  your 
brdiship  wUl  not  state  thes6  points  as  con- 
clusive'reasons  against  agreeing  on  preli- 
ihinarv  ^rtibles,  provided  such  articles  be 
coDsiciered' as  pi^vlsional  and  subject  to 
the,  ^approbatiqtt  bf  Russia.— With  regard 
io  the  ttiode  of  provisional  agreement,  two 
suggest  theiriselves  to  my  mind:  the  one, 
to  send  the  agreement  w^  shall  have  en- 
tered into,  either  to  ;Petersburgh,  or  to 
soro^.  authori^6d  agent  of  the  emper<Jr 
Al^ander,  at  Vifeoha,' Paris,  or  elsewhere, 
for -his  ap|jr6(](^tmn  ;  the  other,  to  copy  the 
preded^  adopted  by  lord  Lansdowne  and 
Dr.  Franklin  in  tlie  year  I/SS.  'At  that 
time  a*pro\iaortal  treaty  was  signed  by  the 
picoipoteiuiaries  of'd.  Britafo  and  the 
tJDited  ^tate^  of  America,  ivitti  the' reser- 
vation^ ihi^  the  said  treaty  should  not  have 
eft^t  ^IV  a  peace  should  be  agreed  upon 
Vol.  VI II. 


between  France  and  England,  Of  these 
two  modes  I  should  prefer  the  latter.— 
It  does  not  appear  that  ther&  has  been  any 
conversation  between  your  lordship  •  and 
M.  Talleyrand  on  a  point  which  was  men- 
tioned to  you,  and  which  appears  to  be  of 
considerable  importance  ;  I  mean,  the  fu-» 
ture  admission  of  Russia  and  Sweden  16 
become  parties  in  a  definitive  treaty.  I 
do  not  say  that  this  is  a  point  that  must  be 
determined  npoh  previous  to  yOur  settling 
the  basis  proposed ;  but  it  is  one  which 
shou^d  not  be  lost  sight  of,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  urged  as  far  as  possible. 
No.  16\ — Extract  from  a  dispatch  from  thd 

Earl  of  Yarmouth  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  \ 

dated  Paris,   July  1,   1806. — Received 

July  4. 

Sir  ;  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  on  Sa- 
turday night,  the  full  powers  with  which  it 
has-  graciously  pleased  his  majesty  to  en- 
trust me,  and  yoiir  dispatch  of  the  26th  of 
June. — I  Waited  upon  M.  Talleyrand  next 
morning,  and  stated  to  him  in  the  strongest 
manner  the  impossibility  of' my  conversing 
any  further  upon'  thie  general  outUnes  of 
peace,  until  he  should  return  to  the  foriiier 
ground,  and  consider  Sicily  in  its  true  and 
real  situation,  namely,  a  state  not  con- 
quered by  France,  or  likely  to  be  so,  and 
coming  most  strictly  within  theta'eaning 
of  his  own  .words ;  that  it  had  been  clearly 
expressed  by  him,  and  repeated  to  you  iii 
the  first-  instance,  thAt  France  did  hot  in- 
tend to  make  Sicily  an  obstade  to  peace, 
M.  Talleyrand  answered,  that  whilst  the 
war  continued,  and  till  terms  were  actually 
agreed  upon,  change  of  circumstances 
were  always  to  be  considered  as  reasons 
for  a  partial  change  of  terms ;  that  Bona- 
parte had  been  but  lately  convinced  of  the 
facility,  of  taking' Sicily  at  some  future 
period  of  the  war ;  but  that,  above  all,  he 
felt  more  and  more  Its  absolute  necessity 
to  make  Naples  and  tlie  neighbouring  terri- 
tories tenable':  that  had  any  confidential 
overture  been  made  S  moMhs  ago,  they 
would  have  been  ready  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion of  Naples  in  the'  manner  most  satis^ 
factory  to  G.  Britaih  ;  the  sanie  a  month 
later  with  regard  td  Holland.  Those'siib- 
jects  were  now  arrahged,'  and  th^  eniperoj* 
would  consider  any  retrpgrade  measure  as 
equivalent  to  abdicatibn.  I  observed  td 
that  minister,  that  however  much  gooq 
faifh  may  be  necessary  in  every  t^ransacitioA 
iA  the  wbrld,  yet  that  b6irig  more  peculi^ 
arly  so,  when  a  comiriunicatioii  is'  triiidi 
secretly  and  verbally,  Ih^d'4  right  t'dW 
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doubly  ^urprized  at* any  change  of  ground. 
He  defended  himself  by  his  former  argu- 
fnent  about  altered  circuaistances,  -  aiui 
said,  that  when  no  change  of  disposition 
was  manifested  towards  G.  Britain  herself, 
as  to  the  restoration  of  Hanover,  or  the 
possession  of  Malta  and  the  Cape,  he 
plough t  we  might  sutler  them  to  possess 
themselves  of  a  part  of  the  states  of  their 
enemy,  necessary  to  the  tenure  of  the  rest, 
which  no  Consideration  would  now  induce 
France  to  restore. — M^llilleyraud  then 
asked,  whether  I  had  any  power«4  I  told 
him  that  I  must  decline  answering  that 
question,  until  he  should  inform  me  that 
there  would  be  no  further  discusc^iou  about 
Sicily ;  but  that  he  might  easily  draw  a 
conclusion  that  I  had,  fron>  the  bonoura. 
ble  manner  in  which  G.  Britain  endeavour- 
ed to  remove  every «obstacle  not  in  its  own 
nature  insurmountable.-<-*>The  mhiister  then 
mentioned  his  being  obliged  to  go  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  asked^  what  I  said^  1  answer<>- 
ed,  '*  That  1  was  ordered  to  continue  no 
*<  conversatioti  till  I  should  be  iuform- 
"  ed  that  this  new  demand, ^changing  en- 
••  tircly  the  proposed  basis,  shpuld  be 
'*  urged  no  more."  He  appointed  next 
morning  for  tne  to  receive  an  answer.-^I 
accordingly  returned  to  the  ofiice  yester- 
day porning,  when  M»  Talleyrand  re* 
peated  the  same  demand,  ofleriug  to  desist 
from  the  recognition  by  G«  Britain  of  any 
or  all  the  new  statesi  waving  this  conces- 
sion to  the  honour  of  the  powers  created 
by  France,  and  setting  Hanover  against 
JSicily,  and  pleading  that,  no  such  recogni- 
tion being  demanded,  Hanover  would  then 
appear  a  fair  equivalent  for  that  island. 
He  read  the  draft  of  an  article  to  this 
effect :  That  G.  Britain  and  France  should 
not  oppose  each  other's  arms  against  such 
of  the  powers  now  at  war,  as  should  not 
be  named  in  the  preliminary  articles.-— To 
this  I  declined  making  any  answer,  repeat- 
ing my  orders  not  to  converse  further  till 
lie  should  abandon  this  proposition^and  re- 
turn to  the  former  basis.  I  added  that, 
unless  he  did  ^o,.I  could  expect  nothing 
lut  your  otder  to  return  to  England. — 
]M.  Talleyrand  wished  to  revert  to  the  old 
topic,'  pn  which  I  repeated*  to  him  that  it 
was  impossible  fbl*  me  to  converse  on  any 
part  of  the  subject,  till  be  should  entirely 
relinquish  every  mode  of  seeking  for  the 
possession  of  Sicily.-— M.  Talleyrand  de- 
sired me  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  29th  of 
d  une  the  French  troops  were  to  take  pos- 
session of  Cattaro. 


No.  17< — Extract  from  a  dispatch  from  tbe 
Earl  of  Yarmouth  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox } 
dated  Paris,  July  1,  1806}  mufjitgA^— 
Received  July'4. 

Sir>  After  closing  the  dispatch  1  bad  the 
honour  to  address  to  you  this  morning,  I 
went  for  the  passport  M.  Talleyrand  had 
promised  to  have  prepared  for  tbe  messen- 
ger's return.— Instead  of  giving  me  the 
(mssport,  he   made  many  excuses  -for  its 
having  escaped  his  memory,  requesting 
me  to  wait  till  he  should  come  back  from 
St.  Cloud. —When  I  returned,  M.  Talley- 
rand proposed  to  me  to  offer  the  Hans 
Towns  as  an  establishment  lur  the  king  of 
Naples,  andAhat  the  British  troops  should 
occupy  them  tbe  same  day  they  retake  pos- 
session of  Hanover^    On  a  little  further 
conversation^  I  had  little  doubt  tliat  were 
England   to  provide  in  any  other  manner 
for  his  Sicilian  majesty,  the  king  might  add 
the  Hans  Towns  and  their  territories,  in 
full  sovereignty  to  hisGernuin  dominions. 
•—The  proposition  about  tbe  Hans  Towns 
being  entirely  new,  I  promised  to  refer  it 
without  any  comment  to  you  for  his  majes- 
ty's consideration.-^I  have  the  iionour  tc 
bt*,  &c.     YakMouth. 
No.   18.— -Extract  from  a  dispatch  fron 
Mr*  Secretary  Fox  to  the  Earl  of  Yar 
mouth;  dated  Downing^street,   July  6 
1806\ 

IMy  lord  ;  Vour  lordship's  dispatches  o 
the  1st  inst.  were  received  here  early  yes 
terday  morning,  and  I  lose  no  time  in  ap 
pribing  you  of  his  majesty's  command 
i/pou  the  present  state  of  the  discussic 
with  the  French  govern ment.-*-The  abai 
donment  of  Sicily  is  a  point  on  wtiich  it 
impossible  for  his  majesty  to  Gonced 
Your  Id  p.  has  already  stated  unanswerab 
to  M«  Talleyrand,  that  this  demand  is  i 
consistent  with  bis  express  declaratior 
and  with  tlie  whole  pr'mciple  on  which  t 
negociation  rests.  It  is,  besides^  a  pi 
posal  in  itself  quite  inadmissible*  T 
king's  troops  occupy  Sicily /or  its  defen 
but  with  no  right  to  cede  it  to  France.^ 
is  not  easy  to  contend,  that  the  possess 
of  Sicily  can  be  necessary  to  that  of  Nap! 
nor,  if  it  were  so,  could  that  be  assigi 
as  a  reason  for  his  majesty's  consenting 
abandon  that  island,  which  he  may  jui 
hope  his  naval  and  military  force  wil 
able  to  defend  against  all  attacks. 
Hans  Towns  could  not,  in  the  present 
cumstances,  answer  the  purpose  of 
equivalent  for  Sicily,  even  if  there  '^ 
not  other  obvious  objections  to  such  a 
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posal.  Nor  would  it  be  poesible  that  any 
solid  basis  for  tlie  public  tranquillity  of 
Europe  could  be  established  o«  the  idea 
thrown  out  to  yo^j  by  M,  Talleyrand,  ol 
leaving  G.  Britain  ai|d  France  at  liberty  to 
prosecute  the  war  against  t\\e  allies  of  each 
other ;  a  state  of  things  in  which  their  re- 
spective fleets  and  armies  would  iii  fact  be 
as  Q)U£h  opposed  to  each  other,  as  they 
lire  pow,  ^nd  the  peace  between  tlieni 
would  be  merely  noroinah-r-lt  is,  therefore, 
to  be  hoped,  that  the  French  governnieni 
will  revert  to  its  original  proposals  with 
which  your  lordship  w^s  charged  by  M. 
Talleyrand »  Tjo  that  basis  of  negociatiou 
it  ajust  be  your  lordship'ii  endeavour  to  re- 
cdl  him;  and  if, <*n fortunately,  you  should 
£nd  this  to  be  inCpracticable«  nothing  «can' 
remain  but  that  you  should  state,  in  per- 
fectly civil,  but  decided  terms,  that  you  are 
not  at  liberty  to  treat  on  any  other  ground, 
And  must  therefore  desire  your  passports 
to  return  to  England. — I  have  stated  in  my' 
last  letters  the  different  ideas  that  had  oc- 
/rurred  here  for  combining  our  negociation 
with  that  of  Russia;  providing,  at  the 
same  time,  for  the  safety  of  Sweden  and 
Portugal. — ^iJntil  we  are  informed  what 
other  proposal  is  made  in  this  respect  by 
^J[.  Talleyrand,  I  can  only  (l(^ife  that  your 
lordship  will  keep  this  subject  in  view,  so 
as  not  to  admit  of  any;  tiling  inconsistent 
with  the  prindple  of  good  faith  to  which 
bis  majesty  mu^  in  substance  adhere^  but 
lu  such  forrn  as  may  best  facilitate  the  great 
work  of  peace.-^!  am;  &c. 
Ko.  19.— -Extract  from  a  dispatch  from  \^^e. 

Earl  of  Yarmouth  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox; 

dated  Paris,  iuly  §,   U06.— Beqeived 

July  12. 

Sir;  I  had  the  Iwnour  to  receive  your! 
dbpatch  of  the  5th  inst.  early  yesterday 
morning,  and  as  soon  as  possible  after 
Waited  upon  M.  Talleyrand  to  communi- 
cate to  him  that  the  offer  made  by  France; 
was  by  no  meaiM  admissible,  and  that  i 
had  no  authority  to  listen  to  any  proposals 
whatsoever  for  the  restoration  of  peace  till 
be  should  desist  from  all  pretension  to  the 
island  of  Sicily.— M.  Talleyrand  not  being 
willing  to  make  any  such  declaration,  I 
asked  him  to  give  me  a  passport  to  return 
to  London  ;  be  desired  me  to  wait  one  day 
611  he  should  again  have  taken  the  empe- 
ror's orders.— I  accordingly  returned  this 
morning,  when  he  desired  me  to  propose 
balmatta,  Albania,  and  Ragusa,  as  an  in- 
demnity for  the  loss  of  Sicily  to  his  Sici- 
lian majesty;  to  this  I  answered  that  as  the 


piessenger  was  returning  I  shoufd  commu- 
nicate this  proposition,  but  that  it  by  no 
means  aathorised  me  to  expect  any  answer, 
and  therefore  Fmust  beg  leave  toT*etum  to 
Cngland.-^Iiad  M.d*Oubril  not  been  here 
I  should  immediately  have  insisted  on 
passports.-^l  mpst  now  inform  you  that 
on  Monday  M.  Talleyrand  took  me  aside 
and  told  me  the  telegraph  announced  the 
landing  of  B^silico^  expressing  at  the  «ame 
time  a  wish  that  the  dispatches  he  would 
bring  might  lead  to  peace.  I  answered 
that  I  could  expect  no  such  result  whilst 
France  demanded  Sicily ;  and  added,  that 
if  I  mi^ht  believe  public  report,  the  em- 
peror so  far  from  ^hewing  any  pacific  dis- 
position, every  day  threw  new  obstacles  in 
the  way.-mrl  then  mentioned  the  changes  in 
Germany^  M^  Talleyrand  s^id  that  they 
were  determined  upon,  but  should  not  be 
publkfaed  if  peace  took  place*  He  has 
since  repeated  this  to  M.  d'Oubril  and 
myself  saying  if  peace  was  made,  Ger- 
many should  remain  in  its  present  state.— 
M.  d'Oubril  writes  both  to  you  and  to  the 
comte  de  Strogonoff;  his  letters  will  pro- 
bably contain  more  than  mine,  as  I  con^ 
versed  very  little  with  M;  Talleyrand.  I 
felt  on  very  delicate  ground.  Had  J  en- 
tered sufiSciently  into  the  Qji;testiou  of  in- 
demnities for  the  i^ing  of  Sicily,  to  obtain 
a  precise  idea  to  what  extent  they  could  be 
carried,  M.  Talleyrand  might  have  formed 
an  opiiMon  that  I  had  some  instructions, 
and  was  prepared  to  abandon  Sicily  when- 
ever I  wus  assured  of  sufficient  compensa- 
tion. 

No.  ^0^-*-Extract  frojoj  a  dispatch  froni 
Mr.  Secretary  Fox  to  the  Earl  of  Yar- 
mouth; dated  Downing-street,  July  isi 
ISOCJ. 

My  lord;  Your  lordship's  last  dispatches 
have,  been  received,  arid  considered  with! 
all  the  attention  which  their  importance* 
naturally  demanded. — It  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  recall  to  your  lordship's  recollection 
that  the  demand  of  Sicily,  in  whatever 
shape  it  may  be  brought  forward  by  France, 
is  in  express  contradiction  to  the  offers 
originally  matle  to  your  lordship  by  M, 
l*aUeyrand.  But  it  is  material  that  this 
topic  should  never  be  lost  sight  of  in  the 
course  of  these  discussions ;  and  that  your 
lordship  should  observe  to  M.  Talleyrand,^ 
that  whatever  difficulty  now  obstructs  the 
conclusion  of  the  negociation,  arises  solely 
from  this  unexpected '  departure  from  the ' 
bask  originally  established. — An  exchange 
is  now  offered  for  Sicily,  and  it  is  in  that 
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view,  and  not  in  tbat  of  ^n, absolute  and 
uacoropeqsatied  cession,  tbat  the  question 
is  to  be  considered.  In  this  shape  of  the 
business  it  is  obvious  that  the  value  of  that* 
exchange  must  be  to  be  judged  of,  not 
only  by  this  cpnntry  and  by  Russia,  but 
also  by  his  Sicilian  majesty.  As  the  king* 
whose  troops  were  admitted  into  Sicily  for 
its  defence  and  protection,  naturally  feels 
insuperable  objections  to  any  proposal  for 
.abandoning  that  island,  unless  with  the 
free  and  full  consent  of  its  sovereign,  and 
.in  consequence  of  such  an  arrangement  as 
should  provide  for  his  interests  by  a  com- 
pensation really  satisfactory  both  in  point 
of  value  and  of  security.  The  plan  of 
creating  for  him  a  new  kingdom,  to  con- 
sist of  Dalmatia,  Ragusa,  and  Albania, 
does  not  appear  likely  to  answer  this  de- 
scription* Albania,  which  formd  «o  large 
a  part  of  this  proposed  sovereignty,  is 
now  a  province  of  th?  Turkish  empire  ;  the 
dismemberment  of  which  it  is  a  principal 
object  of  the  policy  both  of  G.  Britain 
,  and  Russia  to  prevent :  that  province  has 
indeed  been  frequently  involved  in  .the 
same  sort  of  confusion  which  prevails  in 
many  other  parts'of  that  empire,  but  this 
circumstance  oply  increases  the  difficulty 
of  giving  any  consistence  to  a  state  to  be 
formed  out  of  such  materials.  It  does  not 
lessen  the  other  objections  to  such  a  plan.-^ 
tThere  ate  in  like  manner  many^and  strong 
Objections  to  that  part  of  the  proposal 
which  respects  Ragusa;  an  independent 
state  whose  territory  has  never  been  ce- 
ded to  France  by  any  treaty,  and  of  which 
she  <:ap  conse^ujently  have  no  right  to  dis^ 
|>ose,  her  occupation  of  it  being  indeed  of 
very  recent  date.— -But  even  with  Albania 
iind  Ragusa,  and  tnuch  more  without  them, 
his,  majesty  sees  no  hope  that  such  a  power 

.  could  be  formed  in  that  quarter  ix%  would, 
i^ither  in  extent  of  territory  or  in  amount 
^f  revenue,  afford  the  meaos  of  opposing 
any  barrier  for  Austria  or  Turkey,  or  even 
of  maintaining  its  own  independence.-— 
What  adv;atitage  then  could  be  gained  to 
the  allies  by  creating  a  nominal  kingdom, 
without  any  sufficient  power,  either  to  re- 
duce the  countries  of  which  it  would  be 
composed  under  any  uniform  system  of  ga- 
yernraent,   of  to  defend  himself  against 

.  the  first  attack  which  may  be  made  upon 
It  from  without  ?— If  there  could,  witli 
the  consent  of  his  Sicilian  maj.  be  a^iy 
^^uestion  of  an  exchange  for. Sicily,  by  the 
creation  of  a  new  state  in  that  quarter,  it 
is  obvious  that  this  could  no  otlK^rwise  be 


done  thah  by  .anne;cing  to  Dalmatia  not 
only  the  whole  of  Istria,  but  also  a  very 
large  proportion  if  not  the  whole  of  the 
Venetian  states,  including,  if  possible,  the 
city  of  Venice  itself.  In  some  such  shape 
as  this  it  is  possible  that  the  proposition 
might  be  rendered  qot  wholly  unacceptable 
to  his  Sicihan  ma).^  And  although  the  in- 
terests of  this  country  separately  would  be 
far  less  consulted  by  such  a  plan  than  by 
the  continued  occupation  of  Sicily,  yet  the 
sense  which  the  Russian,  minister  at  Paris 
appears  to  entertain  of  the  advantage 
which.might  result  from  it  to  Austria  and 
to  Russia  from  the  recovery  of  Dalmatia, 
if  it  were  well  combined  with  future" 
arrangements  oif  defence,  might  induce  his 
maj.  to  accede  to  proposals  of  this  descrip- 
tion ;  on  the  supposition  above  mentioned 
of  a  bond  Jide  consent  on  the  part  of  his 
Sicilian  majesty.— There  appears,  however, 
so  htlle  probability  of  inducing  France  so 
to  extend  her  offer,  that  any  further  dis- 
cussion of  it  might  scarcely  have  been 
worth  pursuing,  bad  not  M..  d'Oubril  so 
strongly  expressed  his  wish,  that  jhis  court 
might  rather  seek  to  temporize  than  abrupt- 
ly, to  break  off  a  negociation  now-brought 
to  a  state  which  affords  so  little,  promise  of 
success.  It  is  only  in  compliance  withxhat 
desire  that  his  maj.  has  been  pleased  to 
4irf»ct  your  lordship  to  continue  the  confe- 
rences with  M.  Talleyrand,  $0  as  to  ascer- 
tain whether  any.  more  practicable  shape 
can  be  given  to  tlie  proposal  of  an  ex* 
change  for  Sicily,  If  this  cannot  be  done, 
your  lordship's  attention  will  then,  of 
course,  be  directed  to  the  object  of  re- 
calling the  French  government  to  the  basis 
on  which  the  negociation  was  originally 
placed  by  themselves,  and  on  which  his 
majesty  is  still  ready  to  conclude  it.— 
M.  d'Oubril  has  staled  to  count  Strogo- 
noff  the  proposals  which  li»ve  been  made 
to  him  for  the  conclusion  of  a  separate 
peace,  and  the  inducements  which,  he 
thinks,  might  lead  his  maj.  to  judge  such 
an  arrangement  useful .  to  the .  general  in- 
terests of  Europe.  His  maj;  has  undoubt- 
edly been  at  a^ll  tinoes  ready  to  make  great 
sacrifices  for  those  interests :  but  very  little 
expectation  is  entertained  here,  that  Rust^ia 
could,  in  such. course,  obtain  any  effectual 
security  fur  them,  at  a  time  when  ^  much 
new  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  and  va 
so  many  quarters,  from  the  projects  of 
France  with  respect  to  Germany,  S witser* 
land)  Sweden,  the  Porte,  Spain,  and 
Portngal.— 'In  the  present  circumstances  of 
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Europe,  the  last  hope  of  averting  these 
dangers  is  to  be  found  in  the  union  of  the* 
only  two  powers  on  ivhom  France  has  as* 
vet  made  no  impression,  Great.  Britain 
aod  Russia^— -And  although  the  nautual 
good  dispositions  and  confidence  of  thosei 
two  powers  should  in  fact  remaio  (9s  his 
inaj.  trusts  they  woiild^  unimpaired  by  the 
dittei-encc  of  the  situation  in  which  a  sepa- 
rate peace  woiild  place  them,  ^'et  it  is  ob-' 
vious,'  that  the  CQemy  would  build  the 
most  extensive  hopes  on  that  foundation, 
and  wbuld  be  more  encouraged  by  that,' 
than  by  any  other  circumstance  that  could 
be  stated,  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of 
the  plans  already  announced  to  your  lord- 
ship and  to  M,  d'Oubril. — Hi?  maj.  there- 
fore, directs  that  you  should  express  to 
tiiat  minister  how  material  it  is  in  every 
case,  that  the  two  courts  should  continue 
to  combine  their  measures  both  of  peace 
and  war,  and  that  no  expectation  should 
he  held  out  to  the  enemy,  of  success  in 
any  endeavour  to  conclude  a  separate 
peace  with  either  of  the  allies;  a  line  to 
which,  as  your  lordship  will  have  inform- 
ed M.  d'Oubril,  his  maj.  has,  on  his  part, 
strictly  adhered. 
No.  21. — Extract  from   a  dispatch  from 

the  Earl  of  Yarmouth  to  Mr.  Secretary 

Fox;  dated  Paris,  July   19;  12  o'clock 

at  night.— Received  July  22. 

Sir;  On  the  10th,  gen.  Clarke  was  named 
plenipotentiary  to  treat  with  M.  d'Oubril : 
they  have  since  had  daily  conferences  of 
fltauy  hours,  yesterday  of  fourteen.  1 
bear  every  where  that  peace  will  be  signed 
to-inorrow,  between  Russia  and  France. 
On  the  17th  M.  d'Oubril  admitted  to  me, 
that  he  h^d  produced  his  powers,  and  that 
if  conditions,  such  as  he  should  judge  ne« 
cessary  to  ensure  the  repose  of  the  conti- 
nent could  be  obtained,  he  should  sign  a 
truce  of  ten  months;  and  this  night,  on 
pressing  him,  and  remonstrating  both  upon 
Bis  conduct  and  the  impropriety  of  dis- 
guising bis  intention,  1  drew  from  him 
these  words,  which  I  wrote  down  in  his 
presence :  /'  Que  voyant  le  danger  imm^- 
*'  diat  de  FADtricbe^  s'il  poavoit  la  sauver, 
"  il  crbirpit  de  sea  devoir  ide  le  faire, 
"  mime  par  uoe  paixparticuliire."  [''That 
"  being  aware;  of  tfaip  immediate  danger  of 
"  Austria,  if  it  was  in  his  power  to  save  it, 
*'he  should,  think  U  his  duty  to  do  so, 
^  even  by  a  sepairate  peace.**]  All  he  now 
appears  to  daim  is  the  return  of  the  troops 
iirom  Gennany.;  afiA  if  he  is  willing  to 
>Qake  peace  oil  receiving  an  assurance  that 


orders  to  that  effect  shall  be  sent,  nobody 
can  doubt,  but  that  it  will  be  signed,  and 
probably  not  a  batcaliou  make  a  retrograde 
movement  of '50  miles. — M.  Talleyi-and 
says,  that  M.  d'Oubril  is  willing  to  aban-» 
don  Sicily  and  Dalmatia,  and  even  to  en- 
gage to  solicit  the  junction  of  the  former 
to  Naples,  &c. — I  have  used  every  argu- 
ment to  dissuade  M.  d'Oubril  from  so  ud« 
advbed  and  unwise  a  measure,  I  hope 
more  than  I  believe,  with  success.  Indeed, 
I  feared^  from  the  first  hour  I  met  him,  that 
he  was  come,  determined  to  make  a  peace, 
good  or  bad,-  with  or  without  G.  Britain. 
1  may  perhaps  gain  a  day,  which  may  be  a 
great  deal,  if  that  day  should  produce  dis- 
patches from  !M.  de  Strogouoff.— On  the 
17th,  at  night,  the  new  arrangements  for 
Germany  were  finally  determined  upon. 
The  princes  and  the  ministers  who  signed 
were  scarce  allowed  time  to  read  the  deed. 
— There  is  a  considerable  army  forming  at 
Bayoiine ;  30,000  men  are  there  already* 
This  army  is  ostensibly  destined  against 
Portugal,  but  will  take  Spain  likewise. 
M.  Herman,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
foreign  office,  set  oft'  for  Lisbon  with  a 
mission  on  the  13th. — All  the  officers  of 
the  army  now  in  Oermauy  received  yester- 
day orders  to  join  their  regiments  instantly. 
The  court  say,  this  is  to  have  troops  to  oc- 
cupy the  states  seized  by  the  new  coufede« 
racy.  The  public  ascribe  this  measure  to 
a  desire  to  frighten  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many ;  and  nayself,  to  a  wish  to  hurry  M* 
d'Oubril,  who  has  shewn  so  much  anxiety 
for  theevacuation  of  Germany.— M.  d'Ou- 
bril and  M.  Talleyrand  have,  as  I  have 
learnt,  jfixed  upon  Majorca,  Ivica,  and 
Minorca,  for  his  Sicili&n  majesty,  if  they 
can  prevail  upon  us  to  evacuate  Sicily, 
No.  22. — Copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the 

Earl  of  Yarmouth  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox; 

dated  Paris,  July  20,  1806';  11  at  night. 

— Received  July  24. 

Sir;  At  p  this  morning,  having  had  the 
honour  to  receive  your  letters  by  Mr.  Lon- 
guinoff,  and  written  a  few  lines  to  you  itk 
addition  to  my  dispatches  of  last  night,  t 
went  to  M.  d'Oubril ;  and  as  I  am  h^ippf 
since  to  find,  anticipated  the  contents  oif 
your  dispatch  of  the  18th  inst. — I  me^ 
every  argument  and  means  to  obtain  de<* 
lay  ;  engaged  to  break  olf,.  if  he  dUd  ;  ao4» 
finally,  iauthorized  him  to  hold  out  hopeis, 
that  I  would  listen  M.o  propositions  of  in- 
demnity in  lieii  of  Sicily  for.  his  Sicilian 
maj.  if  proposed  by  him,^  and  accompa* 
niisd  ixy  a  jointnegociation.— I  begge4  be 
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vrould  do  nothing  till  after  Basilico  should 
havearriyed,  as  I  had  learnt  by  the  tele- 
graph, that  he  had  landed  last  night. — I 
did  uot  6nd  him  disposed  to  listen  to  me ; 
and,  not  being  willing  to  be  too  communi- 
cative towards  him  at  that  moment,  I  went 
away. — At  12,  I  waited  upon  M.  Talley- 
rand :  he  was  not,  to  be  seen.  At  4,  I 
beard  from  good  authority,  that  peace  was 
signed.  At  6,  Basilico  arrived.  I  then 
went  to  M.  d'Oubril.  He  was  said  not  to 
be  ^t  home;  but,  seeing  his  carriage,  I 
forced  my  way.  He  admitted  the  fact, 
peace  it  signed;  the  conditions,  the  evacua. 
tion  tnstant^r  of  Germany  by  the  French 
troops ;  the  integrity,  6ic«  of  the  Ottoman 
empire;  no  attempt  ip  be  made  upon 
Swedish  Pomerania;  and,  by  a  secret 
article,  Russia  promises  to' obtain  his  Sici- 
lian majesty's  consent  to  aii  exchange  of 
Sicily  for  Majorca,  Minorca^  and  Ivica. 
Russia  to  use  h^r  good  offices  to  restore 
peace  between  France  and  England.  I 
have  not  seen  the  treaty;  but  I  b<»lieve  it 
contains  nothing  else  material.— M.  d'Ou- 
bril sends  a  copy  to  count  Slrogonoff,  and 
goes  himself  to  St.  Petersburgh.  1  had  no 
patience  to  listen  to  M.  d'Otibrils  defiehoe 
of  his  conduct,  so  I  did  not  claim  his  good 
offices.  I  must  have  asked  him  officially 
to  stay,  which  I  did  not  choose  to  do. — 1 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Yarmouth, 
No.  23.— Ex  tract  from  a  dispatch  from  the 

Earl  of  Yarmouth  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox; 

xJated  Paris^  July  21,  iS06. — Received 

July  24. 

Sir;  I  saw  M.  Talleyrand  to-day.  I 
can  perceive  that  the  terms  of  France  are 
increased,  but  still  not  as  ^uch  so  as  the 
sudden,  defection  of  Russia  had  led  me  to 
apprehend.  Hanover,  Malta,  the  Cape, 
and  India,  remain  pure  and  unsullied ;  and 
I  took  an  opportunity  in  conversation  to 
protest,  .that,  come  what  come  might, 
these  w,ere  pojnts  I  never  would  suffer  to 
be  mentioned,  but  as  points  agreed  upon. 
i— M.  Talleyrand  demanded  my  powers. 
I  did  not  think  myself  authorised^  in  the 
present  circumstances,  to  withhold  them. 
. — Gen,  Clarke  is  named  to  treat  with  me. 
Ko.  24. — Full  powers  given  to  the  Earl  of 

Yarmouth,  which  were  communicated 
"  to  M.  Talleyrand  on  the  21st  of  July 
'    1806,  and  exchanged  with  Gen.  Clarke, 

the  French  Plenipotentiary,  on  the  23  d. 
*  George  R. — GeorgS  111.  by  the  grace 
of  God,  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  king,  defender  of  the 
faith,   duke  of  Brunswick  and  Lunenburg, 


arch-treasurer  ^nd  prince  elector  of  tl^e 
holy  Roman  Empire,  &c.  To  all  and  singular 
to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greet-- 
ing! — The  flames  of  war  having  already 
raged  too  long  in  the  different  quarters  of 
the  world  ;  it  is  the  more  incumbent  upoa 
us  ta  re-establish  the  public  tranquillity^ 
by  putting  an  end  to  so  many  quarrels  and 
controversies.  We  have  therefore  judged 
it  expedient  to  invest  a  fit  person  with  full 
po'wers  on  our  part,  for  the  better  carrying 
on  this  great  uadertaking. — Know  there- 
fore, that  we,  reposing  especial  trust  in  the 
lidelity,diligence,judgment,perspicuity,and 
experience  of  our  trusty  and  well  beloved 
Francis  Seymour,  esq.(commonly  called  earl 
of  Yarmouth),  have  nominated,  constituted, 
and  appointed  him,  as  by  these  presents 
we  do  nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint 
him  our  true,  certain,  at)d  undoubted  procu- 
rator, commissioner,  and  plenipotentiary  ; 
giving  to  him  all  and  all  manner  of  power, 
faculty,  and  authority,  together  with  ge- 
neral as  well  as  special  orders,  (so  that  the 
general  do  not  derogate  from  the  special, 
nor  on  the  contrary),  for  us  and  in  our 
name  to  meet  and*  confer  with  the  mipisv- 
ters,  commissioners,  or  plenipoteiitiari^ 
of  any  other  princes  or  states  whatsoever, 
who  may  be  interested  therein,  whether 
our  enemies  or  our  allies ;  iijrnisbed  with 
sufficient  powers  for  that  purpose,  as  well 
singly  and  separately,  as  aggregately  and 
conjointly;  and  to  consult  and  agree  with 
them  for  the  speedy  restoration  of  sincere 
friendship  and  amity,  and  of  a  firm  and 
lasting  peace ;  and  for  us,  and  in  our  name, 
to  sign  aX\  such  matters  and  things  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  and  concluded,-  and  on  the 
premises  to  form  such  treaty  or  treaties^  or 
oth€r  instruments  as  shall  be  necessary; 
and  mutually  to  deliver  and  receive  the 
same  in  exchange,  and  tp  do  and  perform 
all  such  acts,  matters,  and  things  as  may 
be  in  any  way  proper  anil  conducive  to  the 
purposes  above  mentioned,  in  as  full  and 
ample  a  manner  and  form,  and  with  the 
like  validity  and  effect,  as  we  ourself,  if  wc 
were  present,  could  do  and  perform  ;  en- 
gaging and  promising  on  our  royal  word, 
that  we  will  accept,  ratify,  and  confirm 
in  the  most  effectual  manner,  all  such  acts, 
matters,'  and  things,  as  shall  be  so  trans- 
acted and  concluded  by  our  said  plenipo- 
tentiary, and  that  we  will  never  suffer  any 
person  to  violate  the  same  in  whole  or  iri 
part,  or  to  act  contrary  thereto. — In  testi- 
mony and  confirmation  of  all  which,  we 
have  caused  our  great  seal  of  our  united 
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kingdom  of  G.  Britain  and  Ireland  to  be 
aflixed  to  these  presents,  signed  with  our 
royal  hand. — Given  at  pur  court  at  St. 
James's,  this  26*th  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  lS06,and  of  our  reign  the4tfth. 
No.  25. — Extract  from  a  dispatch  from 
the  Earl  of  Yarmouth  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Fox;  dated  Paris,  July  24,  1806.— Re- 
ceived July  ^8, 

Sir ;  I  had  the  honour  to  send  by  M.  de 
LoDguinoff,  dispatches  acquainting  you,  for 
his  majesty's  irifornjation,  of  the  peace 
signed  between  the  Russian  and  French 
plenipotentiaries,  and  with  as  accurate  a 
statement  of  the  terms  as  I  was  able  to 
obtain*  M.  d'Oubril  himself  set  out  for 
Petersburgh  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
22d. — On  the  22d  I  received  the  ofiicial 
notification  of  the  appointment  of  gen. 
Clarke  to  treat  on  the  part  of  France,  (a 
•  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  in- 
close, marked  A.)  preceded  by  a  private 
communication  from  M.  Talleyrand,  say- 
ing, that  the  Russian  peace  being  signed, 
and  the  season  of  the  year  favourable  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  ulterior  views 
of  France,  no  arrangement,  which  might 
temove  for  some  weeks,  or  even  months,  a 
definitive  trei^tjr,  could  now  take  place*— 1 
answered  the  official  note  (marked  A.)  with 
one,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  (marked  B.) 
—In  the  evening  gen.  Clarke*  proposed  a 
Conference  for  the  following  morning,  at 
which  we  should  mutually  exchange  our 
full  powers.  We  accordingly  did  soj  and 
1  have  the  honour  to  inclose  (marked  C.) 
a  copy  of  those  of  gen,  Clarke. — ^This 
conference  began  by  an  historical  recapitu- 
lation of  what  had  previously  passed,  gen. 
Clarke  saying,  he  had  not  yet  received 
bis  final  instructions  on  all  the  different 
points  in  discussion  ;  it  was  therefore 
agreed  to  adjourn  the  conference  to  this 
day,  when  each  should  come  prepared 
with  a  memorandum  of  the  intentions  of 
his  government,  founded  on  what  had  al- 
ready passed ;  gen.  Clarke  at  the  same 
time  declaring  that  a  separate  peace  with 
Hussia  was  to  be  considered  equal  or  su- 
perior, in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
world,  to  any  great  success  in  war,  and 
consequently  as  entitling  France  to  terms 
much  more  advantageous  than '  those  to 
which  she  would  have  subscribed  some 
days  ago.  This  was  accompanied  by  some 
animadversions  upon  the  conduct  of  Russia, 
to  whip b  1  could  only  answer,  that  I  felt 
1}  my  Huty  to  abstain  from  any  remark, 
and*  shbtridf'  therefore,   be*  entirely  silent 


upon  that  subject ;  but  that  I  could  assure 
him  that  if  an  intention  existed  of  making 
any  change  in  the  great  points  upon  which 
we  had  such  positive,  though  certainly  not 
official,  assurances,  namely,  his  majesty's 
German  dominions,  Malta,  and  the  Cape, 
I  must  consider  the  negociation  as  stopped 
in  limine,  SLud  that  there  would  remain  only 
for  me  to  return  to  England,  and  acquaint 
the  king,  that  no  peace,  consistent  with  his 
majesty's  honour  or  that  of  the  country, 
could  be  made.    Gen.  Clarke  reverted  to 
his  want  of  full  instructions,  and  promised 
to  tneet  me  properly  prepared,   the  next 
day. — At  3  o'clock  this  day,  I  again  oaet 
gen.  Clarke;  when  1  read  a  paper,  a  copy 
of  which  1   have  the  honour   to   inclose 
(marked  D.)y  containing  the  abstract  of 
what  I  had  always  stated  to  be  the  basis 
and  terms  ou  which  his  maj,  could  alone 
consent  to  treat.     I  did  not,  however,  de- 
liver it  to  him,  considering  it  merely  as  the 
heads  of  past  conversations.-r-Gen.  Clarke 
then  said,  that  as  it  was  impossible  1  could 
be  prepared  with  the  assent  of  his  maj.  to 
the  arrangement  proposed  by  Russia  for  his 
Sicilian  msyesty,  on  which  the  tern^s  might 
much  depend,  I  must  consider  the  com- 
munication he  made,  as  not  strictly  official 
in  point  of  formi  but  as  depending  only 
on  that  circumstance  to  make  it  so.— Gen. 
Clarke  proceeded  to  state,     that  in  the 
situation  France  was  in  at  this  moment, 
the  emperor  would  feel  authorized  to  with- 
hold some  of  the  great  points ;  but  that 
having  repeatedly  said  the  contrary,  though 
not  in  an  official  manner,  he  would  abide 
by  it.— Gen.  Clarke  first  conversed  about 
his  majesty's  German  dominions.     On  this 
subject^  by  secret  articles,  any  tiling  his 
majesty  thinks  right  maybe  stipulatea:  by 
the  public  article,  the  promise  iiot  to  ob* 
ject  to  some  acquisition  of  territory  to  be 
made  by  Prussia,     I  stopped  gen.  Clarke. 
here  to  say,  that  his  majesty  never  could 
consent  to  the  king  of  Prussia's  obtaining' 
the  Hans  Towns.     Gen.  Clarke  said,  that 
it  was  Fulda,Hoya,  and  some  other  trifling 
principalities,  over  which  it  was.  proposed, 
to  extend  the  sovereignty  of  /his  Prussiait 
majesty,   but  that  the  independence,  and*, 
present  state  of  the  Haiis  Towns  should 
not  be  meddled  with. — On  the  subject  of 
Malta:  Malta,  Gozo,  and* Coiiino*  in  fuU 
sovereignty  to  hi^  majesty^  with  a  clause' 
m  the  article,   declaratory  .of   tJie  disso- 
»lution  of    the  order,    and    that  the   two 
{powers.  •*n'enconnoi§sentpIu^rexistance," 
_.uo  longer  tqco^Lizq  tUe  pxr^teucg  of  ii,^ 
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iSbme  pensiobs  (or  the  chevafien  and  others, 
.Bavrng '"  des  droits  reels  dans  Tisle,"  [real 
rights  .in  the  island .]  This  no  t  to  exti^nd  to 
foreign  comaianderies  of  the  order,  or  to 
way  claiq^  not  local*— Fbe  Cape  in  equal 
luH  sovereignty ;  as  a  condition  it  is  der 
'sired,'  **  qu'il  y  soit '^tabli  .un  port  franc" 
[that  there  should  he.  established  there  a 
fref  port]  to  all  nations :  either  the  port 
itself  declared  so,  or  a  part  appropriated 
to  that  purpo$e,-r-On  the  subject  of, the 
itoainti?nance  of  the  integcity  of'  the  terri. 
torids  and  possessions  bf  the  sublime 
porte,  genv  Clarke  proposed  an  article,  a 
copy  of  which  1  have  ^be  honour  to  send 
(marked  E.).  I  told  him  the  usual  full 
clause  woiild  be  sufficient ;  he  persisted 
tb^t  1  should  s^nd  irt  for  his  majesty'3  con- 
ftderat^on.— To  the  usual  full  clause  of 
the  integrity  of  the  territories  and  posses- 
•lons'of  his  most  faithful  majesty,  gen. 
Clarke  Weigl^ed  upon  a  proposed  addition 
of  the  >ror<t  "  partout;"  [in  every  part  of 
the  world]  and  When  asked  for  explana- 
tion, saidy'  he  thought  his  Britannic  maj. 
might  occiipy  some  of  his  hiost  faithful 
maje^ty^  fbreign  possessions.— *The  inte- 
grity of  iis  SwedUh  majeSty^s  dominions 
ill  the  usual  mattner.—rHaving  dismissed 
thes^  points,'  gen'.  Clarke  stated  the .  de- 
mands of  France.:  I^ondicherry,  St.  Lucie, 
Tobago,  Surinam,  Gofee,  Deraararra,  Ber- 
bi?e,  Es^(e<jaibo..-^The  regoguition  in  the 
usu^it  \VOfds/  *•  est  reconnu,*  [is  recogpi- 
«ed]  of  the  diffel^nt  branches  0f  the  reign- 
i»2  fanjify  ;  of  the  electors  of  Bavaria  and 
Wirtemberg  as"  kings ;  of  the  new  dukes, 
of  CleyT^s;  leaden,  and  Darmstadt^r— In. 
disctissihg  for  many  hours  these  demands, 
I  never  foy  an  instant  admitted  the  possilii- 
lityxTf  his  majesty  consenting  to  the  ce&- 
sionstequired.  I  sought,  however,  to  as- 
certain tb  what  eittent,  and  in  w^at.  man- 
ner'they  could  be  modified. 
First  inclosure  (A»)---Copj  /of  a  notefrdih 
M.  Talleyrand.tb  tiie  Eatl  of  Y'aVftioiith; 
datetJ  ?arrs,  Jirly,22,  iSOfii.'  ' 
My  iord  ;  I  haye'  the  bionbur  ,f 6  jriferrti' 

Eonr  eicellbnlcj',  'that,  having  .laid  'lieforc 
is  maj.  the  emperor,  the  copy'  of  the  full 
pollers  YfoiA  bis  BHtannic'jiiajr  which  jwiiir 
have  done  mc;  the, honour  to  Gommonicate 
r  have  received:  his  ma 


.the.  world*  that  peace  and  tranquillity 
which  have. been  ao  long. interrupted,  t 
have  just  transmitted  to  gen.'  Clarke  his 
majesty's  orden,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
he  wilf  immediately  arrange  with  your  ex^ 
cellency,  the  opening  6f  a  negociation, .  to 
the  result  of  which  are  attached  such  im- 
portant intenlstf ,  and  the  prompt  issue  of 
which- appears  to  me  to  ,be  equally  desired 
byl)oth  governments  and  both  nations, — 
I  request,^.  Ch,  Mau.  Talletrand, 
Prince  of  Benevento* 

Second  Inclosure  (B.)— ^Copy  of  a  note 
from  the  Earl  of  Yarmoutli  to  M.  Tal- 
leyrand; dated  Paris,  Jujy92,  1806. 
Sir ;  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter,  ac- 
quainting me  with  the  choice  made  by  the 
emperor  of  his  excellency  gen.  Clarkei  his 
principal  private  secretary,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  negociating  and  concluding  the 
treaty  which  is  to  put  an  end  to  the  present 
war. — ^I  request  that  ^bur  excellency  will 
be  persuaded  of  the  earnestness  with  whicb 
1  shall  eiiter  into  arrangements  on  this 
subject  With  gen.  Clarke,  as  soon  as  his  ex- 
cellency shall  inform  me  of  his  wishes  in 
this  respect..  I  request,  &c.  YAaMt)vtH. 
.Third  inclosure  (C.) — Copy  of  General 
Clarke's  full  powers; 
Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  by 
the  constitution,  emperor  of  the  French, 
king  of  Italy,  reposing  entire  confidence 
in  the  fidelity 'to  our  person,  and  zeal  for 
our  *5r?^ice,  of  the  general  of  division 
Clarke,'  our  pri^  counsellor  of  the  cabi- 
net, andgrcsat  Officer  of  the  legion  of  bo- 
mour,  we  have  given  to  him,  and  do  give 
to  him  by  .these  presents,  full  and  absolute 
power,  ccAnmissibn,  and  special  orders  to 
agree  upon,  decide?^  conclude,  and'  sign, 
in  pur  name,  and  with  the  minister  of  his 
, Britannic  maj.  dqly  authorized  thereunto, 
sucii  treaties, .  articles,  conyentious.  decla- 
rations,, and  other  acts,  as  he  shall  judgQ 
fo\)6 expedient;  promising  to  agree  to,  to 
maintain, to* accomplish,  and  punctually  to 
^execute,  all  that  he  th^  said  plenipotentiary 
isV^l  have  prpmised  and  signed,,  by  virtue 
;of  the' present  fbM  powers;  as  also  to  have 
ttbe  letters  oif  rati^axiqn  prepared  in  due^ 
ifoitii,  aqd  to  deliver  them,  in  order  tha^ 
lifaejr^n^ay  be  exchanged  within  the  >time 
'  '^  id  upon.--ln  witnessf  wh9i;eof,  we  lucyei 


end  ti^  (he  present  War,   and  reatore  at 
length  !tJEi  Ev^ope,  And  to  tlie  commerce  of 


to  me.  officially, 

jesty'a  orders  to  inform  yon,  that  he  has  [  ^ ^ ^ ^ 

made  choice  of  his  excellency  gen.  Clarke,'  .g^;^^  these  pre0e&ts,>igned>ith  bur  hand, 
his  pTjntiptil  private  secretary,  to  negdWafe;  Jcpunti^rslgnedi  and  sealed  with  our  impe- 
and  qd^ode  the  treaty  which  is  to  pot  an  [rial  ical.— At  l^t.  Cloud,^  the  fist  J^uly, 


iSpfi,  in  the  2d  year  of  our  rtigh. 


Na^ 
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t'outth  inclo04re  (D«)  --«  Extract  from  a 
paper  raad  to  Cen.  Clarke  by  tbe  £arl  of 
Yaniioath« 

Tbe  aituatioti  in  wbicb  the  twd  bellige- 
rent powers  ape  now  placed  by  tbe  course 
of  tbe  events  of  the  vart  leaving  few 
points  of  immediate  contact  between  them, 
or  on  which  Ifaey  may  not,  according  to  all 
appearance,  come  now  to  an  understand- 
ingy  bis.  Britannic  majesty^  animated  no 
less  than  tbe  emperor  of  the  French,  with 
a  desire  to  put  an  end  to  tbe  calamities  of 
war^  baft  autboriged  tbe  undersigned  (fur-» 
nisbed  with  the  fuU  powers  of  his  majesty) 
to  discuss  the  bosis^  and  to  give  full  effect 
to  this  reciprocal  .desire i^-^Tbe  immense 
acquisitions  OKtde  by  France  since  the 
commeooenient  of  bOfittlities,  and  the  di^ 
rect  and  immediate  influence  which  she 
baa  obtained,  bftvin^  entirely  changed  the 
political  jiysiem'  of  Euirope,  bis  Britannic 
maj.  finds  hioaself  obliged  to  seek  in  tbe  con- 
quests be  bas  madcy  and  in  the  possession 
of  Malta«  a  just  and  reasonable  counter-* 
poise.  .  His  maj*  would  consequently  ti^eat 
generally  on  the  basis  of  the  uti  possidetis  4-^ 
ft  is  at  tbe  same  tim^  understood,  that  tbe 
German  possesions  of  his  Britannic  maj.  of 
wbicb  be  was  deprived  from  motives  fo 
feign  to  tbe  w^  between  tbe  two  powers, 
shall  be  restored  to  bim  entire^ — it  is  lik& 
wise  uodentood,  that  the  peace  shall  se< 
cure  tbe  integrity .  of  Use  territories  and 
possessions  of  the  Subbxae  Porte,  of  his 
most  ftfld^ful  majeaty,  of  his  mi^  the  king 
of  Sweden^  and  tbe  present  state  of  Swit-. 
aeriand. 

Fifth   inclosure  (£.) — Copy  of  an  article 

proposed  by  Gen«  Clarke  to  the  £aii  of 

Yarmouth  for  the  maintenance  of  the 

integrity  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.* 

Tbe  two  oontraetiag  powers  reciprocally 

gqaraotee  (be  entire  and  absolute  integrity 

and  independence  of  tbe  Ottoman  empire. 

They  will  mutuidly  oppose  tbe  pretensions 

of  any  power  to  any  thing  contrary  to  the 

usagea,  tbe  rights  of  soverei^ity,  and  the 

posseaaioDS  of  the  Sublime  Porte* 

)Io.  26«-^£xtract  from  a  dispatcb  from 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  to  tbe  £arl  of  Yar- 

mouthy  dated  DowmBg^stseet,  July  36, 

My  lord  I  Your  lorddnp'a  dispatdies 
coAv^ing  tbe  motti%tng  inteUig^nce  of 
tbe  aignatuve  of  a  aeparale  treaty  between 
Rttsaia  and  France,  were  rectivad  here 
yeaterday ;  and  bia  nM^estya  ministers  bave 
ftiQpe  hiKi  tbe  opportixnity  of  being  ac- 


treaty,.  which  it  af^ears  bad  not  ifi  all 
respects  been  accurately  represented  teyout 
lordship.-^The  king  was  most  particalarif 
struck  with  the  great  dit^ence  which  was 
perceived  betweeo  the  actual  arraugetnenf 
made  respecting  Sicily,  and  thai  wbicb  had 
been  described  to  your  ldp.<^In  writing  to 
your  lordship,  it  is  not  necessary  to  dwell 
oa  the  humiliating  conditions  to  which  IVL 
d'Oubril  has  thought  proper  to  bind  his  so-< 
vereigu.     Of  thet  minister's  misconduct 
your  lordship  appears  fully  sensible  ;  and  I 
doubt  not  you  exerted  yoursdf  to  tbe  ut^^ 
most  to  prefvent  icn     When  this  was  £»und 
impracticable,  your  lordship  was  naturally 
placed   in  circumstances  of   coasiderabkl 
diilicuUy,  and  £or  which  every  allowaiice  is 
to  be  made.     But  it  is  necessary  §or  me  ta 
&ay,  frankly,  that  it  would  ou  tbe  whole 
have  been  more   satisfactory  .to  tbe  kitig'>a 
servatUs,  if  your  lordship  had  waited  to 
know  the  impression  wihich  this  new  event 
might  create  liere  before  you  had  produced 
your  full  powers.-^It  was  originally   de-^ 
clared  by  your  lordship  to  M.  Talleyrand^ 
tbt^t  your  full  powers  were  not  to  be  pro* 
duoed  till  the  French  government  should 
have  reverted  to  the  tesb  of  negociatiotf  . 
originally  proposed  by  themselves  i  that  of 
the  uii  possidetis  universally,  with  tbe  single 
exception  of  Hanover,     ^ysubsequent  in^ 
structions,  your  lordship  bad  indeed  been 
acquainted  that,  in  compliance  with  tb^ 
wish  so  strongly  eapressed  by  the  Russian, 
negociirt»r  at  Paris,  his  maj.  would  not  re-- 
fuse to  enter  into  tbe  consideration  of  «ucb 
proposals  as  might  be  made  to  bim  for  1^ 
fair  equivalent  to  be  given  to  his  Siciliau 
majesty  in  lieu  of  Sicily,  with  the  full  ahd 
free  coBsent  of  that  monarch^     Tbe  propo^ 
sal   of  such  an  equivalent,  and  its  accep- 
tance by  bis  majesty's  government,  would 
have  replaced  the  negociation  on  its  origU 
nal  footing,  tba^  of  a  iid  possidef^isi  to  be 
departed  from  only  by  mutual  consent,  in 
those  c^ses  where  any  exchange  for  ^  rea^ 
aonable  equivalent  might  meet  the  ideaa  of 
both  parties ;  and  tbe  caee  fot^  the  prbde^ 
iion  of  your  lordship's'  -full  powers  would 
thus  bave  srisen  clearly  and  unequivocally^ 
£veu  as  the  matter  now  stands;  it  does  not 
certainly  preclude  discussion.  But  this  m^gbt 
have  been  continued  unofficially.     And  ft 
is  apprehended   that,  by  producthg  your 
powers  on  tbe  very  day  after  tbe  eignature 
f>f  the  itusaiau  treaty,  an  imprissien^  may 
bave  been  ereated  very  unfavourable  to.  Wvb, 
further    progress  of  the  negociation  •-^lo' 


'sii4 


Attainted  with  tbe  preeiae  terme^  of  that  the  situaaliioft  it»wliicl»  tbe  bu^uess  is  now 
VoL-VIlU  .}     K  w 
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brougfhc,  his  majesty  thinks  rt  necessary  to 
lose  no  time  in  taking  every  proper  step  for 
repladifig  the  discussions  between  the  two 
countries  on  their '  original  footing. — ^The 
first  proposals  made  by  France  were,  that 
a  plenipoteutiary  should  be  sent  from  hence 
with  fall  powers  to  treaty  and  to  conclude 
a  separate  peace  with  France  and  her  allies. 
This  was  declined  here,  not  from  any  uft- 
willingness  to  enter  into  discussions  for 
peace  on  just  ahd  honourable  terms,  an 
object  which  hrs  maj.  has  uniformly  ex- 
pressed himself  desirous  of  accomplishing, 
but  bebatrse  the  kingwasbound  by  engage^ 
ments  to  Russia,  which  precluded  him  from 
treating  otherwise  than  in  concert  with  that 
power.  Subsequently  to  this,  a  proposal 
was  conveyed  through  your  lordship  for 
the  conclusion  of  peHce  on  the  basis  so 
often  referred  to  ;  and  the  intermediate 
communications  received  from  Russia  en- 
abled his  majesty,  consistently  with  good 
faith,  to  entertain  those  proposals,  and  to 
express  his  disposition  -to  accede  to  them, 
provided  that,,  in  the  mpde  of  treating  aiid 
concluding,  the  most  intimate  concert 
should  still  be  maintained  with  Russia.— 7 
The  extraordinary  step  taken  by  M.  d'Oii- 
bril  has  now  removed  all  necessity  of  fur- 
ther reserve  on  this  point.— His  majesty,  in 
this  state  of  things,  thinks  it  proper  to 
combine  together  the  two  proposals  which 
he  has  at  different  periods  received  from 
France ;  and,  as  the  difficulty  which  be- 
fore prevented  the  sending  from  this  coun- 
try a  public  minister,  openly  accredited,  to 
treat  for  peace,  now  no  longer  subsists,  and 
as  an  acceptable  basis  of  negociation  has 
been  proposed  to  him  by  the  enemy,  his 
majesty  directs,  that  your  lordship  should 
apply  to  M.  Talleyrand  for  passports  for  a 
public  minister  so  authorized  and  accredit- 
ed, lO'whom  it  is  his  majesty's  gracious 
intention  to  join  your  lordship,  in  the  full 
powers  to  be  granted  by  his  majesty .-^I'he 
■great  advantages  which  the  king's  service 
will  derive  from  the  employment  of  a  per- 
son fully  instructed  as  to  the  sentiments  of 
his  maje4Sty's  government  on  all  the  various 
pbints  of  discussion  that  may  arise,  cannot 
fail  to  strike  your  lordship  in  the  same  light 
in  which  they  are  seen  here ;  and  the  king's 
servants,  entertain  no  doubt  of  your  lord- 
ship'a  zealous  and  hearty  co-operation  in 
the  execution  of  the  joint  instructions 
which  siich  a  person  will  bring  with  him; 
I  have  only,  therefore,^  to  add,  that  your 
lordship  may  assiure  M.  Talleyrand,  that 
as  sooD  as  the  neisesiary  psisports  are  re- 


ceived,  there  sliall  liot  be  an  hpur's*  delay 
in  his  setting  out ;  and  that  his  majesty's 
government  continues  ardently  to  wish  for 
the  conclusion  of  peace,  provided-  it  can 
be  accomplished  on  the  same  groaiKi^  of 
national  honour,  which  have  never  heen 
lost  sight  of  herei  '      . 

No.  '27. — Extract  from  a  dispatch  front 
Mr.  Secretary  Fox  to  the  Earl  of  Yar- 
mouth ;  dated  Downing-street,  July  28, 
I8O6. 

My  lord;  Your  lordship's  dispatch  of  the 
24th  inst.  was  received  here  this  morniug; 
and  as  it  is  probable  that,  in  thfe  course  of 
this  day,  or  to-morrow  at  farthest,yourldp: 
will  receive  mine  of  the  26th  inst.,  1  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  do  more  at  pre- 
sent, than  to  request  that  your  lordsi)ip  will 
assure  M.  Talleyrand,  that,  immediately 
on  the  receipt  ot  the  ^passports  which  you 
have  been  instructed  to  demand,  the  earl 
of  Lauderdale,  who  has  been  humbly  re- 
commended to  his  majesty  for  this  impor^ 
lant  trust,  will  be  prepared  to  set  out ;  and 
that  he  will,  therefore,  of  course,  be  witli 
your  lordship  in  a  very  few  days  from  thia 
date*  I  need  hardly  observe  to  your  lord« 
ship,  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance} 
that,  in  the  interim,  your  lordship  should 
avoid  taking  any  step,  or  even  iioldingany 
language,  which  may  tend  in  the  smallest 
degree  to  commit  the  opitiion  of  his  ma- 
jesty's government  on  any  part  of  the  mat^ 
ters  now  depending. 

No. '28.— Copy  of  adisjiatch  fromtbe  Earl 
of  Yarmouth  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox;  da- 
ted Paris,  July  30th,  1 8()b*.--Received 
August  1st. 

Sir;  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
dispatch  of  the  26th*  ihst.  late  at  night  on 
the  28th,  and  next  morning  lost  no  time  in 
asking  for  blank  passports  for  a  person 
fully  instructed  with  the  sentiments  of  bis 
majest}'-'s  government,  whom  it  was -their 
intention  to  join  with  nie  in  the  important 
commission  of  treating  for  peace.  '^}^. 
Talleyrand  told  me  he  must  take  the  em:, 
peror's  orders.  I  accordingly  returned  this 
day,  wlien  that  minister  informed  me, 
that  the  emperor  could  consider  this  de- 
mand in  no  other  light  but  that  of  unne- 
cessary delay,  because  his  majesty's  secre- 
tary of  state  was  actually  in  possession  of  a 
blank  passport,  which  would  enable  any 
person  or  persons  to  come  to  Paris  withrout 
the  loss  of  time  occasioned  by  this  demand ; 
but  that  **j»ttr  surcroit  defacUitts^"  [for 
still  gitsate'r  facility,]  there  could  be  no  ^if^ 
ficulty^  about  giving  more;    I  answered 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


m]       PARL.  DEBATES,  D£CZUn%22,lSQS.'^Negqcialionmih  France.      [13  i 


that  I  bad  do  knowledge  of  this  circum- 
i  stance,  M.  Talleyrand  said  it  was  certaiu, 
I  because  he  had  sent  two  entirely  in  blank, 
^ud  that  one  only  had  been  used,  namely,that 
with  which  1  returned,— It  is  unnecessary 
^  (or  m/s  jLo  add  any  thing  to  what  I  have  al- 
re^(Jy  said  in  ^y  former  dispatches,  rela- 
I  tive  to  .the  ,sijpiature  of  the  Ilussian  treaty ; 
any  inac^curacy  in  the  statement  of  jts  con- 
tentSy  such  as  I  was  enabled  to  transmit 
them,  may  easily  be  accounted  for  by  the 
circumstance  of  my  not  having  seen  the 
treaty  itself,  and  by  the  unwillingness  M. 
d'Oiibril  naturally  felt  to  open  himself  to 
me  on  that  subject ;  he  infoimed  me  at  the 
time  that  he  should  send  d  copy  to  M.  de 
Strogonoff,  who  would  communicate  it  to 
lis  majesty's  ministers.— It  is  with  pain, 
sir,  proportioned  to  my  zeal  for  his  majes*- 
ty's  service,  and  to  the  fair  and  honest  con- 
viction of  my  having  done  nothing  which 
the  peculiar  and  trying  circumstances  of  the 
moment  did  not  require  from  me,  that  I 
have  learnt  by  the  same  dispatch  the  ex- 
pression of  a  wish  that  1  had.  delayed  the 
production  of  my  full  powers  till  I  could 
know  the  impression  which  this  event  of 
tiie  Russian  treaty  might  prpduce  in  his 
»  majesty'^  councils,  and  the  apprehension 
that  by  the  producing  them,  so  soon  after 
the  signature  of  the  Russian  treaty,  an  im- 
pression might  be  created  unfavourable  to 
the  further  progress  of  the  negociation. — 
If  the  question  regarded  only  mv  own  per- 
sonal feelings,  I  should  not  think  myself  at 
liberty  to  allot  to  it  so  large  a  portion  of  a 
public  dispatch  ;  but  it  may.  not,  I  conceive, 
be  unuseful,  with  a  view  to  the  conduct  of 
tbe  negociation,  that  you  should  be  appri- 
zed of  some  details  which  I  have  hitherto 
omitted  dwelling  upon,  partly.from  the  ur- 
gency of  more  important  subjects,  and 
partly  from  my  desire  not  to  trespass  upon 
your  attention  to  so  great  an  extent.  I 
trust,  sir,  that  bis  majesty  will  see  in  these 
details  wherewithal  to  justify  my  conduct 
in  the  difficult  situation  in  which  I  was 
placed.— The  fate  of  Holland  and  Naples 
was  settled  before  I  was  honoured  with 
bis  majesty's  confidence. — My  conversation 
Here  with  M.  Talleyrand  soon  convinced 
me  that  these  were  only  preludes  to  still 
greater  changes  in  the  system  of  Europe. 
I  saw  at  the  same  time  a  great  desire  of 
oegociationi  before  the  nnal  execution 
of  some  of  the  emperor's  schemes  should 
have  removed  any  hope  of  its  being  at- 
tended with  success. — ^This  opinion,  not 
.        preconceived  or  lightly  taken  up,  but  gra-. 


dually  formed  from  a  variety  of-  circum- 
stances, was  confirmed  by  the  nature  of  the 
offers  held  out,  unofficially,  indeed,  but  in 
such  clear  and  unequivocal  terms,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  entertain  any  doubt  of 
the  intention  of  this  government  to  adhere 
to  them.-^The  point  which  of  all  others 
was  the  most  essential,  and  that  qn  which 
satisfaction  was  due  to  tbe  national  honour 
and  to  that  of  his  majesty,  Hanover, 
would,  I  was  assured,  be  given  up  without 
restriction;  for  I  did  not  then  know  we 
sbouldbe  asked  to  allow  the  kipg  of  Prussia 
to  obtain  the  sovereignty  of  some  of  the 
lesser  principalities.— I  received  similar  as- 
surances about  Malta,  and  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope;  nor  have  I  any.  reason  to 
doubt  but  that  before  Russia  had  made  her 
peace  separately,  these  terms  might  have 
been  obtained,  and  the  treaty  have  had 
solely  for  its  basis  the  uti  possidetis,  with 
the  sole  exception  in  our  favour  of  Hanover 
restoried,  and  latterly  indeed  of  some  ar- 
rangements tolerable  to  all  parties  in  ex- 
change for  Sigily.-r- M.  Talleyrand  held 
the  same  language  (o  me,  with. respect  to 
Russia,  which  he  had  before  held  with  re? 
gard  to  the  affairs  of  Germany.  **  You 
•*  have  now  been  hefe  a  month ;  we  have 
"  been  willing  to  converse  with  you,  to 
"  give  you  an  insight  into  our  views,  and 
to  communicate  them  to  the  British  go- 
"  vernment.  We  told  you,  that  if  you  had 
"  the  powers,  and  would  enter  into  nego- 
"  ciation,.  we  would  not  sign  the  arrange* 
"  ment  of  Germany.  A  reasonable  time 
**  was  left  for  you  to  consult  your  govern- 
"  ment ;  we  had  no  answer.  The  arrange- 
ment was  signed,  et  nous  n*en  reviendrons 
"  jamais,  [and  we  will  never  recede  from 
*'  it].  We  now  ask  you  whether  you  will 
**  treat  before  Russia  has  signed,  which 
**  will  not  pass  two  days." — ^l,t  cannot  be 
necessary  to  state  my  answer  to .  such 
a  proposition.  I. will  only  add,  that  the 
treaty  with  Russia  was  signed  within  the 
time  mentioned,  and  then  commenced  the 
difficulty  of  my  situation.  "  Switzerland," 
I ,  was  told  by  the  same  auUiority,  *<  is  on 
**  the  eve  of  undergoing  a  great  change, 
"  This  cannot  be  averted  but  by  a  peace 
"  jvith  England;  but  still  less  can  we  alter 
"  for  any  other  consideration,  our  inten- 
"  tion  of  invading  Port^ig^l.  The  army 
<'  destipedfor  that  purpose,  is  already  as- 
"  seiiibling  at  Bayonne.  This  is  for  the 
*'  determination  of  Gj  Britain." r- But  I 
confess^  the  point  of  all  others  the  most  de- 
cisive in  inducing  me  to  produce  my  full 
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powers,  was  tbe  language  hekT  respecting 
Prussia.     "  Prussia  demands  from  us  a 
*^  declaration  respecting  Hanover ;  we  can- 
"  not  consent  wantonly  to  "lose  the  only 
*'  ally  France  has  had  since  the  revolution ; 
*'  tbe  declaration  once  made   ntmt    n'en 
**  fouvons  nous  retracitr^*    [we  cannot  re- 
**  tract].      Would    you    have  us    break 
^  entirely  with  Prussia,  when  we  cannot 
*'  even  s^y  that  G.  Britain  will  negociate 
••  with  us  ?    Are  you  here  only  with  or- 
**  ders  to  delay  our  nieasures  till  the  season 
*'  of  the  year  makes  exertion  impossible, 
**  or  can  you  treat  ?   If  so,  is  not  tbe  assu- 
^*  ranee  we  give  you,  that  Hanover,  Malta, 
*^  and  tbe  Cape, shall  not  be  contested,  sui!i« 
*^  cient  to  induce  you  to  do  so  ?  Must  we 
*'  lay  before  the  British  government  our 
"  e«act  terms,  before  they  will  even  avow 
•*  8  negociation  with  so  great  a  power  as 
**  that  of  France  ?  or  shall  we  execute  our 
^S  other  projects,  as  we  did  those  in  Hol- 
•'  land  and  Naples  ?"— Undoubtedly,  sir, 
conversations     of    this     sort,    co!i6rmed 
ev<»Q  i^s  they  were  by  the  events  passing 
under  my  eyes,  could  never  have  induced 
me  to  commit  his   majesty's  confidential 
•ervants  upon  any  jK)int  upon  which  I  had 
not  received  their  instructions,  and  which 
left  no  time  to  receive  them  ;  but  I  did  not 
think. myself  at  liberty  to  shift  from  myself 
tbe  responsibility  thus  thrown  upon  me,  at 
the  risk  of  seeing  Portugal  and  Switzerland 
share  the  same  fate  which  Germany  has 
just  experienced,  and  Hanover  confirmed 
to  Prussia,  until  such  time  as  his  majesty^s 
arm9sbou)d  recover  the  possession  of  it.  The 
mode  of  proceeding  of  this  government  left 
Vie  no  alternative.    Either  to  avow  nego- 
ciation, or  shut  up  every  opening  to  it, 
was  ray  only  option.--»-I  felt  that  J  pledged 
bis  majesty  to  nothing  except  the  fact  of 
negociation,  already  privately  known   to 
fsvery  court  in  Europe.-^I  carefdfy  for- 
bore giving  any  written  paper,  or  admit- 
ting even  tbe  possibility  oif  any  other  basis 
than  that  of  uH  possidetis ^-^l  have  ascer- 
tained tbe  real  extent  of  the  pretensions  of 
{'"ranee ;  and  I  did  consider  myself  to  have 
prevented  a  great  evil  at  small  expence  by 
kavii^g  given  time  to  yourself  and  his  ma- 
jesty's other  confidential  servants,  to  pro- 
yide  by  tbe  further  instructtons  you  might 
judge    proper,    for    the    interest  of   the 
powers^  thps,  kr  the  moment  at  least, 
ff^ved  from  the  gr^sp  of  France.-^I  persuade 
inyself  that  tbe  motives  here  detailed  upon 
which  }  acted  at  the  moment,  will  place  in 
p^Usmf^f  IfgM  (be  dl^ptfliieff  of  my  posi- 


tion, and  vrill  on  further  consideration  6b» 
tain  his  majesty's  gracious  approbation  of 
the  conduct  which  I  thought  myself  obli- 
ged to  hold  in  consequcnce.*-His  m^esty'a 
ministers  would  have  relieved-  me  from 
much  painful  responsibility,  if  they   bad 
commanded  me  to  proceed  no  further,  and 
wait  the  arrival  of  the  person  alluded  to, 
and  for  whom  }  have  tbe  honour  to  inclose 
the  necessary  passport  which  I  have  thia 
moment  received.— -Mr,  Goddard,  whom  a 
long  residence  iii  France,  independent  of 
his   abilities  and   correct  information   of 
what  has  passed   here,   renders    entirely 
able  to  give  his  majesty's  ministers  every 
explanation  they  may  wish  for,  is  so  good  aa 
to  take  this  dispatch  with  him  to  England|» 
where  he  is  returning  at  the  end  of  his  long 
captivity  in  this  country,    I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  &c.  Yarmouth. 
No.  ^9'-^Copy  of  a  dispatch   from   Mr, 
Secretary  Fox  to  the  Earl  of  Yarmouth  ; 
dated  Downing-Street,  August  the  2d,^ 
T806, 

My  lord  ;  Mr.   Goddard   arrived  hero 
yesterday  evening  with  your  lordship's  dis- 
patch of  the  30th  July. — His  majesty  s  ser- 
vants always  did  justice  to  the  motives 
which  induced  your  lordship  to  produce 
your  full  powers,  though,  the  step  is  one  of 
which  it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  express 
approbation,  thinking  it,  as  they  do,  likely 
to  have  given  so  much  more  counlenaace 
than  was  desireable  to  the  new  and  increa- 
sing demandi  of  France. — The  full  powers 
which  lord  Lauderdale  carries  with  him, 
are  drawn  jointly  in  his  name  and  your 
lordship's.     In  the  present  disposition  oif 
the  French  government,  there  is,   I  fear 
little  probability,  that  peace  caii  be  con* 
eluded  on  such  terms  as  are  alone  admissi-* 
ble.     The  trial  should,  however,  be  made 
with  frankness  and  good  faith;  and  it  is 
with  this  view,  th^  his  majesty  has  beei^  - 
pleased  to  direct  that  the  earl  of  Lauderdalp 
should  proceed  to  Paris,  notwithstanding 
the  present  unfavourable  aspect  of  the  ne<» 
gociation  •  His  instructions  your  lordship  will 
consider  as  equally  addressed  to  yourself,and 
as  the  rule  of  your  conduct  in  any  confe«> 
rences  which,  in  conjunction  with  him,  you 
may  hare  with  M,TaIley  rand  or  gen.  Clarke; 
and,  in  any  poipt  of  doubt  that  may  occur,  it 
is  bis  majesty's  pleasure^that  your  lordship 
should  be  guided  by  lord  Lauderdale's  opi« 
nion,  formed,  as  it  will  be,  on- the  fulleait 
knowledge  of  the  sentiments  and  views  of 
his  majesty's  government,    |  am,  &c,  C. 
^J.FpXf 
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No.  30.-*-Copy  of  a  dispatch    from  Mr. 
Secretary  Fox  to  the  Earl  of  Yarmouth ; 
dated  Downing-street,  Aug.  3,  1806. 
My  lord ;  I  was  unwilling  to  detain  loVd 
Laadexdale  for  the  purpose  of  replying  par- 
ticularly to  th6  unfounded  allegations  of 
M.Talleyrand,  which  you  have  recapitula- 
ted in  your  dispatch  of  thfe  30lh  ult.     But 
6ome  points  are  there  mentioned  which  can- 
not be  left  without  an  answer,  such,  indeed, 
as  I  trust  your  lordship  has  already  given 
to  them. — It  is  true,  as  stated  by  that  mi- 
nister, that  when  the  demand  was  made  for 
lord  Lauderdale's  passport,  there  still  re< 
mained  here  a  blank  passport,  one  of  the 
two  sent  here  some  time  before  your  lord- 
ship's arrival,  when  it  bad  been  proposed  to 
us  to  treat  separately  from  Russia.    That 
proposal  havibg  fallen  to  the  ground,  the 
circumstance  of  our  being  still  in  posses* 
sion  of  the  passport  was  overlooked  ;  but, 
even  if  it  had  occurred,  some  doubt  would 
probably  have  arisen,  how  far  it  might  be 
proper,  in  so  different  a  state  of  things,  to 
make  use  of  it  for  lord  Lauderdale,  without 
some  previous  communication  of  such  an 
intention.    This  whole  matter  is,  however, 
very  immateriaU    The  princip^  point  to 
which  J  feel  it  necessary  to  advert,  is  that 
part  of  M.  Talleyrands  language  which 
imputes  to  this  country  needless  delays  in 
the   negociation,    aniV   attributes  to  that 
cause  the  unjustifiable  measures  pursued  by 
France  in  Germany,  and   elsewhere.— In 
the  instructions  given  to  lord  Lauderdale, 
the  repeated  tergiversations  of  France,  du- 
ring the  negociation,  are    detailed.     It  is 
from  thence  alone  that  delay  has  arisen. — 
Vour  lordship  truly  states,  that  the  offers 
made  through  yourself  were  so  clearly  and 
uneauivocally  expressed,  that  the  intention 
of  the  French  government  could  not   be 
doubted.    But  they  were  no  sooner  made 
than  departed  from.  In  the  first  conference 
after  your  lordship's  return  to  France,  Sici- 
ly was  demanded.     In  the  former  Offers,  it 
bad   been  distinctly   disclaimed  1   *•  Vous 
Tavez — nous  ne  vous  la  demandons  pas.  Si 
nous  lapossidions,  elle  pourroit  augmenter 
de  beaucoup  lesdifficult^s."  [You  are  in  pos- 
session of  it*  W^  do  not  demand  it  of  you. 
If  we  possessed  it,  the  difficulties  might  be 
much   increased.]     This  demand,  there- 
fone,  could  not  have  beeA  foreseen,  being 
in  contradiction  to  their  own  assurances ; 
and  your  lordship  could  Only  take  it  ad  refe- 
rendum.   This  produced  a  delay  attributa- 
ble solely  to  Fi'ancc.     Our  answer  was  im-, 
mediatd  and  distinct,    ^be  f^ew  demand 


was  declared  to  be  a  breach  of' the  prin- 
ciple of  the  proposed  basis  in  its  most  es-*   . 
sential  part.  To  obviate  a  cavil  on  the  subject 
offullpowersjthey  were  sent  to'yoii ;  but  with 
an  express  injunction  not  to  use  them,  nor 
even  to   produce  them  forjnaally,   till  the 
French  government  should  return  to  its  for- 
fuer  ground  respecting  Sicily .  Your  lordship 
stated  this  to  M.Talley  rand » and  you  received 
in  return,  a  proposal,  of  giving  to  his  ma^ 
jesty,  or  to  the  king  of  Naples,  the  Hans 
towns*  in  lieu  of  Sicily.    This  being  again 
a  proposition  entirely  new,  could  only  be 
referred  for  his  majesty's  consideration* 
On  the  very  next  day  after  it  arrived,  it 
was  decidedly  rejected  here ;  and,  so  little 
were  we  disposed  to  delay,  that  the  same 
dispatch    conveyed   to   you  his  majesty's 
orders,  if  the  demand  of  Sicily  should  still 
be  persisted  in,  to  desire  your  passports* 
and  return  to  England. — Of  this  order  your 
lordship  informed  M.  Talleyrand,  end  its 
executfon  was  delayed  only  by  a  fresh  pro- 
posal  of  exchanges  brought  forward  by 
France,  and  supported  by  the  Russian  mi- 
nister, as  affording  the  means  by  which  his 
majestymight  prevent,among8t  other  things, 
the  changes  meditated  in  Germany.     M. 
Talleyrand,  it  appears,  now  represents  this 
communication   in   the  following  terms : 
•'  We  told  you,  that  if  you  had  powers,  and 
would  enter  into  negociation ,  we  would  not 
Sign  the  arrangement  in  Germany.**    M. 
Talleyrand's  real  communication  is  to  be 
found  in  your  lordship's  dispatch  of  the 
9tb  July,  in  which  he  says,  that  those  chan- 
ges ••  toere  determined  upon,  but  should  not 
be  publifked  if  peace  took  place, '^ — That  dis- 
patch was  received  here  on  the  12th;  end 
on  the  I7tb,  in  direct  violation  of  these  as- 
surances, in  whichever  form  they  were  con-» 
veyed,    the  German   treaties   were  both 
signed  and  published.-^They  must  of  course 
have  been  prtpared  at  least  one  day  before. 
What  M.  Talleyrand  therefore  calls  a  rea- 
sonable time  allowed  to  yoiir  lordship  to 
consult  your  government,  was,  at  the  niost, 
24  hours,  even  supposing  the  utmost  pos- 
sible expedition  to  be  made  by  the  mes- 
sengers to  and  from  England,  and  no  acci- 
dent or  delay  to  occur  by  land  of  sea. 
These  dates  will  undoubtedly  not  have  es- 
caped your  lordship's  attention,  and  will 
have  enabled  you  to  refute,  in  the  most  de- 
cisive manner,  the^nfounded  pretences  by 
which  the  French  government  seeks  to  at- 
tribute to  delays  on  our  part,  the  results 
of  its  own  injustice,  and  repeated  breach  of 
promisct^TlK)  whole  of  our  intercourse 
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ivith  France  beard  indeed  m  different  a 
character  from  that  of  delay,  and  the  whole 
of  the  king's  conduct  in  this,  as  in  every 
other    instance,  is  marked   by   so    many 
striking  proofs  of  bis  desire  to  avert,  even 
by  the  greatest  sacrifices,  such  calamities  as 
he  is  now  accused  of  producing,  that  your 
lordship  niay  perhaps  have  felt  it  lesis  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  a  particular  refutation  of 
such  a  chargc,«^But  after  the  experience 
vrhich  in  this  negodation  ^e  have  had  of  the 
conduct  of  the  French  government,  it  is  of 
the  highest  consequence  not  to  suffer  such 
imputations  to  pass  unnoticed,  and,  t^y  dis- 
regard^  to  acquire  strength  and  currency, 
•—Of  the  subsequent  proceedings,  no  ex- 
planation oaii  be  necessary.    It  had  not 
lyeen  decided  here,  that  in  the  event  of  the 
signature  of  the  Russian  treaty,  the  nego- 
gociatioh  on  the  part  of  this  country  should 
be  pursued  on  any  other  basis  but  that  of  t;he 
litrict  uti  possidetiSfVf  lib  the  exception  of  Ha- 
nover.   The  resolution  of  admitting  even 
the  possibility  of  equivalent  for  Sicily,  had 
been  adopted  only  in  consequence  of  M. 
d'Oubril's  desire,  and  in  order  to  maintain, 
if  it  bad  been  possible,  the  union  of  coun- 
cil and  measures '  between  G.  Britain  and 
Russia.     But  by  the  production  of  your 
lordship's  full  power^s,  his  majesty  was  in 
some  sort  pledged  to  continue  the  negocia-* 
tipn.     It  was  then  judged  proper  that  a{ 
fresh  negociator  should  oe  added  to  your 
lordship,  and  not  an  instant  has  been  lost 
.  in  giving  effect  to  that  determination  ;  nor 
has  any  considerable  delay   occurred  on 
this  side  the  water,except  in  the  single  point 
respecting  the  passport,  which  1  nave  ex- 
plained in  the  outset  of  this  displatch.     I 
am,  &C4  C.  J.  Fox. 

•No.  31. — Copy  of   a   dispatch  from  the 

i^arl   of  Lauderdale  to   Mr,  Secretary 

Fox;   dated  Paris,    Aug.    6,    1806;9 

o'clock  A.  M. — Received  Aug.  13. 

,  Sir ;  The  desire  expressed  by  commodore 

Owen,  in  the  uncertain  state  of  the  vvpalher, 

to  get  off  the  coast  of  Fr4iice  as  spon  as 

possible,  prevented  me  from  delaiping  the 

boat  for  the  purpose  of  announcing  to  you 

lay  arrival  at  Calais.    After  a  very  quick 

passage  in  his  majesty's  frigate  the  Clyde,  I 

was  put  on  shore  on  Sunday  morning  the 

3d,  about  1 1  o'clock.     At  Calais  I  received 

every  mark  of  attention  and  civility  from 

the  magistrates  and  the  commanders  of  the 

.^ni)y>  and  of  the  maiQe,  as  well  as  from 

the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  who  were  in 

cro^d^C>nthe  shore,  expressing  their  wishes 

for  peac^,     I  b^v^  nov\r  to  inform  you,  that 


on  Tuesday!  got  to  Piarisaboi^t  12  o'clock ; 
where  I  immediately  sent  the  inclosed 
note,  (marked  A.)  to  his  excellency  the  mi- 
nister for  foreign  affairs,  from  whom  I  soon 
afterwards  received  the  answer, (marked B.) 
which  I  also  inclose.  At  the  hour  appoin- 
ted, I  waited  upon  his  excellency,  with 
whom  I  had  a  sltort  conversation,  in  which 
his  anxiety  for  your  speedy  recovery 
formed  the  principal  topic.  He  informed 
me  that  gen.  Clarke  was  the  person  named 
by  the  emperor  to  negociate  with  lord  Yar- 
mouth and  myself,  and  appointed  this  day 
at  1 1  o'clock  for  the  formal  exhibition  of 
our  powers.  As  the  frequency  of  commu- 
nication gives  rise  to  false  speculations  in 
England,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  send  a 
messenger  until  I  shall  have  soniething  more 
important  to  communicate.  I  am,  &c. 
Lauderdale. 

First  inclosure  (A.) — Copy  of  a  note  from 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  Talleyrand  ; 
dated  August  5,  lB06. 
The  earl  of  Lauderdale,  appointed  by 
his  Britannick  majesty,  plenipotentiary  at 
the  court  of  France,  nas  the  honour  to  in- 
form his  excellency  the  niinister  for  foreign 
affairs,  of  his  arrival  at  Paris,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  request  that  he  will  have  the 
goodness  to  inform  him  at  what  hour  he 
may  call  upon  him. 

Second  inclosure  (B)^-— Copy  of  a  note  from 
M.  Talleyrand  to  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale ; 
dated  August  5,  1806. 
The  minister  for  foreign  affairs  has  learnt 
with  pleasure  the  arrival  of  the  carl   of 
Lauderdale,     He  will  be  happy  to  see  him 
to-day  at  5  o'clock.     He  has  the  honour  to 
present  to  the  earl  of  Lauderdale  the  as- 
surances of  his  high  consideration. 
No.  32. — Copy  of  a  dispatch  frona  the  Earl 
of  Lauderdale  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  j  da- 
ted  Paris,  Aug.7»l  806.  Received  Aug.  13» 
Sir ;  In  consequence  of  the  appointment 
mentioned  in  my  dispatch  of  yesterday'a 
date,  I  called  on  his  excellency,  the  minis- 
ter for  foreign  affairs,  at  1 1  o'clock,  and 
exhibited  the  powers  with  which  his  ma* 
je^ty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  invest 
qie.T-Accqrding  to  custoni,  I  left  with  his 
exceljeqcy  ^  copy  of  the  powers,  and  he 
deliverepi  tp  me  a  letter  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  iiiclose^  ipforining  me  that  gen. 
Clarke  had  been  appointed  to  negociate 
with  lord  Y'armoi^tb  and  ipyself. — ^To  gep, 
Clarke  I  was  introdijcefi  l^efpre  dinner,  at 
the  house  of  his  excellency  the  m|ni§ter> 
and  in  the  course'of  a  s^ort  cbnversatioa 
with  hiffii  fixed  our  first  meeting  for  12 
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o'clock  this  dajr*  I  fa&ve  reason  to  think 
that  he  did  not  wish  it  to  take  place  so 
soon,  though  lie  certainly  made  no  exp)i«^ 
cit  objection  when  I  proposed  it.  1  am, 
&c«    Lauderdale^ 

Inclosore  referred  to  in  the  preceding  dis- 
patch.— ^Copy  of  a  note  from  M.  Talley- 
rand to  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale ;  doted 
Aog.^th,  iao6. 

The   undersigned   minister  far   foreign 
affairs  has  lost  no  time  in  l&}nng  before  his 
majesty,  the  emperdr  and  king,  the  full 
powers  which  his  excellency  lord  Lauder* 
dale,  minister  plenipotentiary  on  the  part 
of  his  Britanniek  majesty,  has  done  him  the 
boDoar  to  donJmunicateto  him.    Hie  has 
tiie  honour  to  inform  lord  Lauderdale,  that 
gen.  Claire  hasi>een  appointed  by  hisma*' 
jesty,  and  has  received  his  credentials  to 
treat  for  peace,  and  that  it  is  with  that  mi- 
nister' that   their  excellencies,    my  lords 
Lauderdale  and  Yarmouth,  will  have  to 
enter  into  negociation  on  the  subject  of 
the  present  discussions,  whidi  the  two  go* 
vemments  equally  desire  to  see  happilyj 
concluded.     (Signed)     Ch.   Mau.  Tal- 
leyrand, prince  of  Benevento. 
No.  38. — Copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  Earl 
of  Varmoutb  to  Mr.  Seci>etary  Fox ;  dated 
Paris,  Au^.  7, 1806.— Received  Aug.  13, 
Sir;  I  received  in  due  time,  and  in  their 
order;   your    several    dispatches  of  the 
8ih  uit;  and  the  2d  and  3d  inst.    As  no 
roessenger  has  been  dispatched  Irbm  hence 
since  the  receipt  of  them,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  defer,  tiH  now,  replying  to  their 
contents.-^it  was  with  great  satisfaction 
that  I  learnt  by  your  dispatcli  of  the  iid 
iflst.  the  intelligence  of  lord  Lauderdale's 
departure  from  England ;  as,  independent* 
iy  of  the-'  advantages  I  mudt  derive  from 
commonicattng  with  a  fjerson  charged  with 
tbe  latest   and    fullest  instructions  froni 
liis   majesty,    bis    arrival    here   afforded 
me  the  opportunity  of  evincing,   in  the 
clearest  manner,    that  I    had   in  no  in'> 
stttoce  thought   myself  at  liberty  to  de- 
part from  the  basis,  originally  laid  down 
^  the  only  one  on    which  his  majesty's 
Juioisters    could    consent   to    treat   with 
the   French    government.  *-«  It    must    be 
evident  that  whatever  delays  have  occur- 
red in  the '  negociation  are  imputable  to 
f nuce,  and  to  the  perpetual  variation  of 
the  terms  proposed  by  her ;  and  I  had  not 
^iled  before  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  the  3d  inst.  repeatedly  to  do  justice  to 
|i»e  conduct  of  his  majesty's  government 
k  that  respect.^-As  in  the  line  of  conduct 
1 


which  I  thought  it  my  diity  to  observe  pre- 
vious to  the  earl  of  Lauderdale's  arrival,! 
bad  no  other  objeot  in  view  than  the  fulfil- 
ling to  the  best  of  mynbilities  the  mission 
with  which  his  majesty  had  been  graciously 
pleased   to  charge  me^  I  can,  under  the 
present  circuipstances^  have  no  other  am** 
bition  than  that  of  co-operating  with  my 
best  endeavours  in  the  negociation  entrus** 
ted  to  us  jointly,  upon  the  same  basis  on 
which  I  had  originally  placed  it. — I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &C4    Yabmqutu. 
No«  34.*-Full  powers  given  td  the  Earls 
of  Lauderdale   and  Yarmouth,    which 
'  were  commnnicated  to  M.  Talleyrand  on 
the  6tb  of  Aogiist,  1S06. 
George  III.,  by  the  grace  of  Oodf  of 
the  united  kingdom  of  G.  Britain  and  Ire- 
kind  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  duke  of 
Brunswick   and  Lunenburg,    arch-treasu- 
rer and  prince  elector  of  the  holy  Roman 
empire,  6cc«    To  all  and  singular  to  whom 
(^hese  presents  shall  comey  greeting  !-^The 
flames  of  war  having  alr^y. raged  too 
long  in  the  different  quarters  of  the  worldf 
it  is  the  more  incumbent  upon  us  to  re-»es- 
t^iish  the  public  tranquillity  by  puttiug 
an /end  to  so  many  quarrels  .and  contro- 
versies. We  have  therefore  judged  it  e^pe-« 
dient  to  invest  certain  fit  persons  with  full 
powers  on  our  part  for  the  better  carrying 
on  this  great  tinderlaking.— Know,  there- 
fore, that  we,  reposing  Especial  trust  iu  the 
fidelity,  diligence,  judgement,  perspicuity, 
and  experience  of  our  right  trusty   and 
well-beloved  James   eavl  of  Lauderdale^ 
and  of  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Francis 
Seymoun   esq.   commonly  called  earl  of 
Yarmouth,  have  nominated,  constituted, 
and  appointed  them^  as  by  these  presents 
we  do  nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint 
them,  our  true,  certain,  and.undoubted  pro- 
curators, commissioners,,  and  plenipoten- 
tiaries :  giving  to  them  conjointly  or  sepa- 
rately, all  and  all  manner  of  power,  fa* 
cdty,  and  authority,  together  with  general 
as  well  as  special  brders,  (so  that  the  ge- 
neral do  not  derogate  from  the  special^ 
nor  on  the  contrary,)  for  us  and  in  our 
name  to  meet  and  confer  with  the  minis- 
ters, commissioners,  or  plenipotentiaries 
of  any  other  princes  or  states  whatsoever, 
who  may  be  interested  therein,  whether 
our  enemies  or  our  allien,  furnished  with 
sufficient  powers   for   that    purpose,    as 
well  singly  and  separately,  as  aggregate • 
ly    and   conjointly,   and  to  consult  and 
agree  with  them  for  the  speedy  restora- 
tion of  a  sincere  friendship  and  amity, 
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and  of  ft  finn  and  laettng  peace  3  and 

us  and  in  our  naine  to  sign  all  aach  tnat*  lent  to  treat. 

ten  and  things  as  shall  be  agreed. upon  and 

concluded  on  the  premises, ,  and  to  form 

such  treaty  or  treaties  or  any  other  iostru*' 

ments  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  mntoaUy 

to  deliver  and  receive  the.  same  in  ex- 

efaange,  and  to  do  and  peiiorn  all  sucb 

acts,  natters,  and  things,  as  may  be  in  any 

way  proper  and  conducive  to  thie  purposes 

above  mentioned,  in  as  fuU  and  ample  a 

manner  and  Ibriti,  and  with  the  like  vali« 

dity  and  effect,  as  we  ottrself,if  we  ..were 

present,  coald  do  and  perform ;  engaging 

and  proqtising,  ou  our  royal  word,  that  we 

will  accept,  ratify,   and  confimi,  in  the 

iiiost  efiectaal  manner,  all  such  acta^  mat- 

terSy  and  things  as  shall  be  so  transacted 

ilMid  oonclnded  by  our  said  plenipotentia- 

in%i  cOD^tatly  ov  separately)  and  that  we 

trill  never  suffer  any  person  to  violate  the 

tame  in  iirhole  or  in  part^  or  to  act  con. 

ff ary  thereto^-^In  testinuwy  and  confirmar 

tiob  (^  all  wt)4cbr  we  have  caused  our  great 

sesl  <9f  oor  nnited  kingdom  of  0<  Britain 

and  Ireland  to  be  aOixed  to  these  presents, 

signed  with  onrf0yalhand**«^Given  at  our 

^onrt  at  hi.  James's,^  this  1st  day  of  Au*- 

gtt^t^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  180J,  and  of 

eor  reign  the  46tb« 

Mo«  55»-*-Copy  of  ai  dispatch  from  .  the 

Earls  of  Land^dale  and  Yarmouth  to 

Mn  Secr^tavy  Fox ;  dated.  Paris,  Augi 

9,  l«OiS«-^lleceived  Aog.  19« 

Sir ;  Thinking  it  unnecessary  to  send  a 
courier  to  England  with  the  details  of  the 
mei^e  matters  of  form  which  necessarily 
took  pkoe  after  lord  Lauderdale's  arrival 
v*e  have  delayed  writing  till  there  ap» 
peared  Bomethiag  of  importance  to  com- 
municate to  you*— We  have  now  to  in- 
lotm  yon,  that  lord  Lauderdale,  having 
exhibited  his  powers,,  and  delivered  a  copy 
in  the  customary  fproe,  our  first  meeting 
wkh  gen*-  Claiice,  the  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  government,  took  pkoe  at  his 
house^  on  Thursday  7  th  Aug*  at  noon.r^ 
Our  conversstion  commenced  by  geiu 
Clarke's  observing  that  as  lord  Lauderdale 
bad  Jus€  arrived  ftoixt  London,  with  fuU 
instruttidns  iVom  his  majesty,  he  had  pro« 
bably  somet^uig'  new  to  communicate* 
•-i^Lord  LauderdsAe  in  substance  replied 
(hot  il  'WtB  his  wish  before  intemseiddling 
with  th^  ntgoeiation  now  pending,  dis* 
tinctly  to  recall:  to  Uie  recollection  of  gen. 
Clarke  what  bad  already  passed  between 
his  majesty  andd  the  go«verntnentof  France, 
emd  at  once  psecisely  to  atate  tbe  only 


forl'footing  on  which  his  migeaty  could  c 
To  effeet  this  object,  he 
formed  gen.  Clarke^  that  be  had  prepan 
note  (marked  A«)whidi  he  begged  to  d 
ver  to  him  as  official.^-^Gren*  Clarke  r 
the  note  twice  with  great  attention,  ond 
terwards  placed  it  iu  his  portfolio,  sa^ 
that  he  must  take  it  ad  rrftrendum0-^\ 
little  passed  at  this  meeting  aufficiently 
terestiag  to  merit  being  detailed  ;.  tbe 
neral  objected  to  tbe  practice  1^  apf 
bended  lord  Lsuderdak  meant  to  in< 
duce  of  condncting  the  negociatioor  by  1 
tin^;  and  said  that  he  waaafmid  the  ( 
pezot  vfould  regard  it  as  a  nosans  of  e 
less  delay^  if  a  note  was  to  be  delive 
upon  every  insignificant  question  wbid 
might  be  necessary  to  diseus8»  The.rs 
consisted  mesely  ia  staling  the  distinct 
betwixt  deliverii^  a  written  note  .for 
purpose  of  atcmoe  bringing  to  a  point  the 
sis  on  whicb  the  neg^soiation  wtas  to>  be  c 
ductedf  and  resorting  on  every  trivial 
casion  to  that  practice^  The  first,  it  * 
contended,  must  accelerate^, the  latter 
was  admitted,  would  delay  the  Bego< 
tion ;  and  it  would  be  thetefere  carefi 
avoided,  as  it  wa$  hi*  majesty's  wish  t 
no  delay  should  take  place.<--*^n»  Clai 
with  something  like  an  insinuation  that 
un£iir  Advantage  was  taken  by  the  gove 
ment  of  Gii' Britain,  announced  tiiat 
there  had  been  two  plempotentiaries 
pointed  by  his  majesty,  it  was  the  em 
ror^a  intention  to  do  the  same,  and  that 
name  of  the  person  selected  would  he  cc 
municatud  .to  ust-^^It  is  proper  to  sti 
that  in  the  course  of  this  conversat 
lord  Yarmouth  recalled  to  gen^  Clarl 
recollection  that  in  all  the  interviews 
had  had  with  him,  he  uniformly  stated 
uti  possidetis  as  the  only  basis  upon  wfa 
he  could  possibly  treatr  Gen  r  Clarke  in  re 
Said,  that  he  coidd  make  no  answer  Co  w! 
lord  Yarmouth  stated ,  without  alluding 
conversations  which  he  a^ected  to  consii 
as  loose,  calling  them  ^'  des  romans  pol 
ques  y'  [politk;al  romances  ;]  at  the  sa 
time  by  his  silence  he  clearly  admit 
what  lord  Yarmouth  most  distinctly  stofc 
-'-Our  first  interview  terminated  with 
appointment  to  meet  at  lord  Lsuderda 
apartments  on  Friday  the  8tli  at  l^o'clo 
the  gemeral  observing  that  it  mig^t  be  p 
haps  necessary  to  put  off  the  appoiutm< 
as  be  wished  to  have  full  time  to  coDsi 
the  note  which  had  been  delivered,  and 
the  new  plenipotentiary  might  wish  to  hi 
on  opportunity  carefully  to.  rood  the  s 
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rt^HMidetice  that  hitherto  had  taken  place. 
He  proniied  at  the  tame  timei  if  this  was 
the  case,  to  gi^e  us  notice  by  writing  in 
the  morning.— -On  Friday  the  dth  at  11 
o'clock,  the  inclosures  (marked  B.  and  C.) 
were  Idft  at  lord  Lauderdale's  apartments, 
and  an  answer  was  sent  to  general  Clarke, 
stating  that  an  appointment  hail  been  made 
by  lords  Lauderdale  and  Yarmouth  to  re. 
ceive  the  Turkish  ambassador  at  4  o'clock, 
end  requesting  that  the  meeting  should 
take  place  on  Saturday  the  9th  at  noon.— 
Gen.  Clarke,  and  M;  Cbampagny,  minister 
of  the  interior,  the  newly  appointed  pleni- 
potentiary, afterwards  put  off  this  meetihg 
till  4  o'clock  to<lay,  as  the  latter  was  obli* 
ged  to  attend  the  emperor's  privy  council 
at  8t«  Cloud.  Late  on  Friday  night,  lord 
YarmoQth  received  the  answer  to  the  note 
delivered  by  lord  Lauderdale,  a  copy  of 
whi<^  (marked  D.)  is  inclosed,  to  which 
lord  Lauderdale  and  lord  Yarmouth  imme- 
diately returned  the  answer,  also  inclosed, 
(marked  £•)•— Gen.  Clarke  and  M.  Cham- 
pagny  came  to  the  meeting  appointed  at  4 
o'dbck,  and  a  conversation  took  place 
which  lasted  for  upwards  of  two  hours. 
Into  the  details  of  this  it  is  impossible  now 
to  enter.  The  general  object  of  It  was  to 
engage  lord  Lauderdale  to  depart  from  the 
basis  which  he  had  insisted  should  be  r«- 
eogoised,  to  prevail  upon  him  to  consult 
his  government,  or  to  take  10  or  12»  days 
for  consideration;  but  it  terminated  by 
lord  Lauderdale's  declaring  that  the  last 
note  was  to  be  considered  as  a  prelude  to 
his  demanding  passports^  for  which  he 
should  apply  to  M.  Talleyrand  in  the 
course  of  the  evening.  The  letter,  a  copy 
of  whidi  (marked  F.)  is  inclosed,  was  dis- 
patched to  M«  Talleyrand  half  an  hour  af- 
ter the  departure  of  the  plenipotentiaries, 
and  it  appears  highly  improbable  that  any 
proposidon  should  be  made  which  can  alter  . 
our  resolution  of  leaving  France,  the  mo- 
ment the  passports  arrive.  We  have  the 
honour  to  be^  &c.  (Signed)  Lavde^rdalb. 

YAElfOlPTH. 

First  inclosare  ( A.)**-Coj^  of  a  note  deli- 
vered by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  Ge- 
jieral  Clarke  on  the  7th  of  August,  1806. 
The  mdersigned  plenipotentiary  of  his 
Britannic  raajestyy   previous  to  entering 
tipon  the  negociation  actually  pending  be- 
tween hb  sovereign  and  the  court  of  France, 
thinks  it  necessary  briefly  to  retrace  the 
circiimstaiices  in  which  it  originated.   At 
the  same  time,  he  conceives  it  consistent 
with  that  character  of  opeaness  and  ^ince- 
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rity^  which,  as  hb  Britannic  majesty's  pleni^ 
potentiary^  he  b  determined  invariably  to 
support,  to  declare  the  only  basis  upon 
which  he  can  consent  to  treat,  to  be  the 
pinciple  which  Fsance  herself  origioally 
laid  down ;  and  to  define  the  nature  of  the 
discussion  into  which  he  is  about  to  enrter. 
—The  strong  and  energetic  language  in 
which  the  French  government,  a  few  months^ 
since,  expressed  its  desire  for  peace,  whilst 
it  inspired  his  majesty  with  confidence  in 
the  real  sincerity  of  the  wishes  of  the  court 
of  France,  left  him  only  to  regret  that  the 
proposal  of  treating  with  his  m^esty  sepa- 
rately from  bis  allies,  appeared  to  prevent 
b6th  France  and  England  from  profiting 
by  that  happy  disposition  of  their  respect 
tive  governments ;  it  being  at  that  time  im- 
possible for  his  majesty,  conformably  with 
the  good  faith  which  he  has  ever  evinced,  to 
treat  otherwise  than  conjointly  with  hia 
ally  the  emperor  of  Russia.-^-Sinoe  that 
time«  his  majesty  having  found  that  cir- 
cumstances which  it  is  uunecessary  to  de« 
tail  here,  permlfted  fab  majesty  to  nego* 
ciate  separaiely:  He  received  with  great 
pleasure,  the  proposal  of  treating  generall^^f 
upon  the  basb  of  uti  posiidetisy  which  was 
to  be  scrupulously  observed  except  in  the; 
case  of  Hanover,  which  was  proposed  to  be 
ceded  to  his  majesty  with  all  its  dependen- 
cies* It  is  true,  that  thb  proposal  was  not 
made  either  directly,  or  through  the  chan-r 
nel  of  an  accredited  minister ;  of  its  au« 
thenticity,  bowevei;,  no  one  could  enter- 
tain the  smallest  dod^t.  Independently  of 
the  authority  which  it  derived  from  th« 
character  of  the  person. employed  to  com« 
municate  it,  it  seemed  to  agree  completely 
with  what  hadL  been  previbudy  announced* 
For  <'  The  emperor  desire^  nothing  that 
England  possesses,"  (an  avowal  asade  at 
the  commencemettt  of  the  correi^ondenoe 
between  the  two  courts)  was  a  natural 
prelude  to  such  a  proposal.— ^His  ma- 
jesty regarded  the  cession  of  Hanover  as 
a  proof  of  the  spirit  of  justice  in  which 
the  proposal  was  conceived,  because  thia 
electorate^  aldiough  occupied  ^  account 
of  a  supposed  identity  of  intes^sts  and  of 
measures,  in  fact  had  no  relation  whatever 
with  the  disputes  which  produced  the  pre« 
sent  war :  and  his  majesty  saw  in  the  prin- 
ciple hitherto  acknowledged  as  the  general 
basb  of  negociation,  a  basis  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  relative  situations  of  the  two 
parties,  which  he  considered  a  proof  that 
Frstnce  was  as  sincerely  disposed  as  Great 
Britain  to  put  an  end  to  u^  order  of  things 
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ef^ually  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  both 
countries*— s^in  fact  it  appeared  to  his  n»a. 
jesty  to  be  the  only  principle  upon  which 
it  was  prbiiable  that  a  uegociatioB  could 
be  broQgbt  to  a  SQCcessrful  issue.     From 
the  nature  of  the  interests  of  the  parties 
engaged  in  it^  there  was  but  little  liope 
that  any  satisfactory  arrangement  could  be 
made  on  the  ground  of  reciprocal  resti- 
tution, by  giving  up  their  respective  acqui- 
sitions;  whilst,  on   the  other    hand,  the 
principle  of  viz  possidetis  naturally  present- 
ed itself,  as  the  mode  of  terminating  the 
unfortiraate  hostilities  between  the  two  na- 
tions, both  of  whom  were  in  possession  of 
conquests  extensive  and  important  in  polOt 
both  of  territory  and  of  inlltience  j  France 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  Great 
Britain  in  other  parts  of  the  world.— ibis 
truth  appeared  still  more  striking  to  his 
majesty,  upon  reflecting  that  the  state  of 
possession  in  which  the  two  nations  held 
their  respective  acquisitions  could  scarcely 
suffer  any  important  change  by  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war ;  the  Superiority  of  the 
naval  force  of  G.  Britain  being,  according 
to  all  appearance,  not  less  lirmly  establish- 
ed on  the  seas,  than  tliat  of  the  armies  of 
France  on  the  continent  of  Europe. — It 
was  under  the  impression  which  these  ideas 
naturally  produced,  that  his  maj.  accepted, 
without  hesitation,  the  proposal  of  treating 
upon  the  principle  of  nti  possidetis,  with 
the  reservation  due  to  the  Ccwmection  and 
the  concert  that  subsisted  with  the  emperor 
of  Russia;. and,  as  a  proof  of  his  sincerity, 
bis  maj-  fiixed  upon  the  person  by  whom 
the  communication  had  been  made,  to  an- 
nounce the  r^eadine&s  with  which  he  had 
'  Mcceded  to  the  basis  proposed  for  the  con- 
clusion of  a  treaty, — The  undersigned  is 
by  no  means  disposed  to  conceal  the  satis- 
faction   his   maje^y   derived    from  these 
Jbappy  prospects  of  speedily  restoring  to 
his  subjects  the  blessings  of  peace,  upon 
j.'USt  and  equitable  principles,  such  as  were 
conformable  to  the  honour  of  his  crown ; 
:Por  the  regret  which  his   maj.  felt,  when, 
almost  at  the  very  moment  of  his  declaring! 
bis  acceptance  of  bis.. proposal  that  had 
been  niade  to  him,  it  was  signified  that  this 
principle  was  suddenly  abandoned  by  the 
demand  of .  the  evacuation  and  cession  of 
Sicily  ;  a  demand  which  has  hitherto  been 
■modified  merely  by  projects  of  indemnity 
for  bis  Sicilian  majesty  which  appear  to  be 
totally  inadequate  and  inadn^issible* — This 
demand,  so  incompatible  with  the  avowed 
principles  upon  which  the  two  powers  wete 
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blessings  of  peace,  induced  him  to  receiv 
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reigtt  by  the  court  of  iVance ;  At  the  san 

time  he  is  desirous  it  should  be.  well  unde 
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fboting^  than  the  sapposition,  that  the  con- 
tinaaitce  of  hostilities  is  equally  disadvan- 
tageous to  both  parties.  'Inhere  can  be 
no  reasou  to  suppose  that  the  conquests 
which  his  maj.  proposes  to  retain  by  the 
peace  -can  be  -wrested  from  him  by  war; 
and'tbe -undersigned  is  persuaded  that  the 
best  proof  of  the  equity  of  the  conditions 
upon  which  he  pvopo&es  to  treat,  is  to  be 
found  in. the  fact,  that  they  were  proposed 
by  France  herself  at  the  first  opening  of  the 
conimunicattions  between  ihe  two  gcwern- 
ments,  which  have  led  to  the  misuon  with 
which  his  sovereign  has  been  pleased  to 
enlrsst  him  coujoinily  with  the  earl  of 
Yarmouth.  (Signed)  La.ud«rdale. 
Second  indosui^  (B.) — Copy  of  a  note' 

from  Gen.  Clarke  to  tlie  Earls  of  Lau-' 

derdale  and    Yarmouth;    dated    Paris, 

Aug.  8,  1806. 

General  Clarke  requests  their  excellen-' 
cies  the  earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Yarmouth 
will  be  pleased  to  postpone  to  4  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  the  conference  which  was 
fixed  for  ,1*2  o'clock.  Should  the  hour  of 
4  be  inconvenient  to  their  excellencies, 
geu.  Clarke  begs  they  will  name  one  that 
will  suit  them.  The  general  will  wait  upon 
lord  Lauderdale  wiih  his  excellency  M.  de 
Champagny,  minister  of  the  interior,  who 
has  been  appointed  by  Iyis  n^.  the  emperor 
and  king,  to  be  his  plenipotentiary  con- 
jointly with  gen.  Clarke,  to  negociate  a 
peace  with  Great  Britain.  Geu.  Clarke  has 
the  honour,  6cc. 
Third  inclos*ire(C.) — Copy'ofanote  frpmM , 

Talleyrand  to  the  Earls  of  Lauderdale 
-  and  Yarmouth ;  dated  Paris>  Aug.  8,  lS/06. 
'  My  lords ;  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  excellencies,  that  his  maj.  the  em- 
peror and  king  has  judged  it  expedient  to 
join  M.  de  Champagny,  his  minister  of  the 
interior,  as  additional  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, to  the  mission  which  hitherto  had 
been  entrusted  solely  to  gen.  Clarke,  and 
that  these  two  ministers  are  equally  autho- 
rized to  confer  with  your  excellencies  on  the 
great  object  of  conciliating  the  politics  and 
the  interests  of  the  two  states.  I  lost  no  time 
in  acquainting  them  with  the  intentions  of 
his  maj.,  and  1  doubt  not  they  will  concert 
measures  for  the  immediate  prosecution 
of  the  negociation  which  gen.  Clarke  has 
had  the  honour  to  enter  upon  with  your 
excellencies,  and  which  his  maj.  hopes  as 
well  as  desires  to  see  terminate  in  a  result 
eqoally  advantageous  and  honourable  to 
both  nations.  I  reque&t,  &c.  (Signed)  Ch. 
M^v/rALLETHAND;  prloce of  Beueveato, 


Fourth  inclosure  (D.) — Copy  of  a  note 
from  General  Clarke  to  the \ Earls,  of 
Lauderdale  and  Yarmouth ;  dated  Paris, 
Augusts,  1806\ 

The  undersigned  minister  plenipotentiar 
ry  of  his  majesty  the  enjperor  of  the 
French,  king  of  Italy,  has  laid  before  his 
government  the  note  transmitted  yesterday 
by  his  excellency  lord  Lauderdale,  pleni- 
potentiary frofn.  his  Britannic  majesty. 
His  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French, 
king  of  Italy,  could  not  see  without  pain, 
that  a  negociation  which  has  already  been 
the  subject  of  so  much  discussion,  which 
has  occasioned  the  dispatching  of  so  many 
messengers  by  both  parties,  which  was,  in 
a  word,  already  brought  to  maturity,  should 
have  suddenly  taken  a  retrograde  direction, 
fio  as  to  present  obstacles  founded,  not  in 
the  nature  of  the  stipulations,  but  on  the  . 
very  ground  on  which  that  negociation 
was  commenced. — Tlie  court  of  France 
has  constantly  refused  to  admit  in  the  same 
negociation,  the  courts  of  England  and 
Russia,  and  whatever  desire  his  majesty 
the  emperor  of  the  French,  king  of  Italy, 
may  have,  to  see  a  general  peace  shortly 
re-established,  no  consideration  (»uld  in-  / 
duce  him  to  violate  "that  principle  of  hi? 
policy.  The  negociation  which  France 
had  commenced  at  Petersburg!!,  had  more.- 
over  convinced  his  majesty  the  emperor  of 
the  French,  king  of  Italy,  that  the  English 
cabinet  deceived  itself  with  respect  to  thd 
nature  of  its  ^relations  with  Russia. — Af- 
ter several  months  of  discussion,  the  ca- 
binet of  London  yielded  this  point,  and 
his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Yarmouth  arri- 
ved publicly  at  Calais,  and  afterwards  at 
Paris,  for  the  purpose  of  treating  for  peace. 
He  had  conferences  with  his  excellency 
the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  immediately 
after  his  arrival  in  this  capital,  having 
previously  made  known  to  him  that  be 
was  duly  authorized  by  his  government.— 
Since  that  period  Russia  has  concluded 
her  peace  with  France.  The  undersigned 
has  been  appointed  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary to  negociate  with  the  plenipotentiary 
of- his.  Britannic  majesty,  and  the  first 
step  was  an  exchange  of  his  powers  with 
those  of  his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Yar- 
mouth, whom  he  was  bound  to  believe, 
as  is  expressed  in  his  excellency's  full  pow- 
ers, authorized  to  negociate,  conclude,  and 
sign  a  definitive  treaty  between  France  and 
the  united  kingdom  o£  Great  Britain  and 
Jrd^nd.— ^Very  frequent  conferences,  most 
oi  them  of  several,  hours,  have  s'mce  taken 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


151]         VAKL.l>'ESATISfJ>weimnt.tifiW6.'-'Pig)&»nhlkttotkt 


lia 


place  between  the  two  plenipotentiarm, 
wbOy  with  good  faith  on  both  aides,  endea- 
voured to  do  away  the  difficulties,  and  put 
aside  every  thing  that  coold  have  tended 
to  irritate  their  minds^  or  to  embarrass  and 
unnecessarily  retard  the  progress  of  the 
iiegociation.-*In8tead  of  transmitting  to 
each  other  notes,  more  or  less  ingenious, 
but  which  rather  remove  than  approximate 
the  object  which  it  is  wished  to  attain ;  in- 
stead of  beginning  those  written  contro* 
vcrsies,  which  are  not  less  injurious  to  hu- 
manity than  open  hostilities,  and  which 
prolong  the  miseries  of  nations ;  instead, 
above  all  things,  of  negociating  peace  in 
the  same  manner  in  which  war  is  carried 
on»  the  plenipotentiaries  had  free  confe- 
rences, in  which  his  msjesty  the  emperor 
and  king  granted  all  which  he  could  grant, 
"without  losing  sight  of  the  diguity  of  his 
orown,  his  love  for  his  people,  and  the  in» 
terest  of  his  allies.— -His  majesty  will  ne» 
ver  be  reduced  to  make  further  sacrifices. 
-—Does  nt>t  the  method  taken  by  his  ex- 
cellency the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  the  new 
plenipotentiary  on  the  part  of  his  Britao- 
mc  majesty,  appear  to  announce  that  a 
multitude  of  notes  will  not  be  sufficient 
aven  to  bring  the  governments  to  an  un- 
derstanding F  And  is  not  a  risk  evidently 
incurred,  by  adopting  such  a  method,  the 
abuse  of  which  has  been  so  manifest  in 
our  recollection,  of  being  still  further  from 
a  gocxl  understanding  than  we  have  hi- 
therto been  ?  I^  on  the  contrary,  it  is  only 
wished  to  form  documents  which  may  here- 
iltar  be  presented  to  the  parliament  of  G. 
Britain,  his  majesty  the  emperor  and  king 
has  no  similar  inducement,  it  is  peace  that 
he  desires;  a  peace  equally  bonourable 
lojr  France,  for  G,  Britain,  and  for  their 
allies,  which  themntual  and  assiduous  la 
bour  of  the  respective  plenipotentiaries 
shall  hove  rendered  acceptable  to  both  go« 
vecnneaSs.— Nevertheless,  that  his  love  of 
juatice,  and  the  sincerity  of  his  pacific 
sentim^i^ts  may  be  BMBiifest  to  every  one, 
and  that  it  may  be  truly  known,  to  whom 
%11  hindrance  to  the  progress  of  the  n^goci* 
ation  ought  to  be  attributed,  his  majesty 
the  emperor  of  th^  French  has  deigned  to 
permit  the  andersigned  to  discuss  here  the 
vain  question  relative  to  the  basis  of  this 
oegociadatfr,  which  was  already  advanced 
aad  on  the  point  of  being  terminated*'^ 
In  the  letter  written  to  his  excellency  Mr. 
Fox,  on  the  1st  of  ApriA,  by  his  excellency 
the  French  mtnisteiP  for  foreign  aSairs,  that 
miiustep  deekired  tha&  bis  niyesty  tba  ein^.' 


peror  of  the  French  entirdy  adopted  tli 
principle  set  forth  in  the  dispatck  of  hi 
excellency  Mr.  Fox,  of  the  26th  of  Marcl] 
and  offered  as  the  basis  of  the  negoci«tion 
That  the  proposed  peace  ougbt   to   l» 
honourable  for  the  two  courts,   and  foi 
'*  their  respective  allies."-- In  his  letter  o 
the  2d  June  to  his  excellency  Mr.  Fox,  fail 
excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
went  still  further ;  he  proposed  in  the  aauM 
of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French, 
king  of  Italy*  to  establish  as  a  basis  twc 
fundamental  principles,  the  first  of  then 
taken  from  Mr.  Fox's  letter  of  the  26th 
of  March,  namely :  '<  That  the  ok^ect  of  th« 
*'  two  powers  should  be  a  peace  honoura- 
''  hie  to  themselves,  and  to  their  respec* 
*^  tive  allies,  at  the  same  time  that  this 
/'  peace  should  be  of  a  nature  to  insure  as 
<<  far  ^s  should  lie  in  their  power,  the  fu« 
"  turfe  tranquillity  of  Europe.''    The  2d 
principle  was,  *^  an  acknowledgement  in 
^*  favour  of  both  powers  of  the  right  of  in- 
'*  terference  and  of  guarantee  with  regard 
'*  to  continental  affairs,  and  with  regard  to 
*^  maritime  affiiirs/'-»Sucb  was  the  basis 
adopted  by  the  British  government,   and 
agreed  upon  with  it.    It  could  never  have 
entered  into  the  mind  of  his  majesty  the 
emperor  of  the  French,  king  of  Italy,  to 
take  the  *^  uii^wisideHB"  as  the  basis  ol 
the  negociation.     If  such  had  been  his  in* 
tention,  he  would  have  kept  Moravia,  a 
part  of  Hungary^  Styria,  Carniola,  Croatia, 
the  whole  of  Austria,  as  well  as  its  capital 
—Trieste;  and  Fiume,  and  the  surrounding 
coast  would  still  be  in  bis  power,  as  well 
as  Genoa  and  Venice.    Hanover,  Osoa- 
burgb,  and  aU  the  mouths  of  the  great  ri« 
vers  of  the  north  of  Germany  would  be 
subject  to  bis  dominion ;  and,  doubtless, 
his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  F^ocb, 
kmg  of  Italy,  might  then,  without  diflkulty, 
have  left  his  Britannic  majesty  in  posses* 
sion  of  the  Cape,  Surinam,  Tobsgo,  St. 
Lncia^  Pondicherry,  &c.****As  to  Sicily,  in 
this  yery  supposition  his  majesty  the  empe* 
peror  and  king  would  not  have  left  it  to  bis 
enemies ;  but  his  majesty  would  only  have 
thought  that  the  conquest  of  this  iskod 
should  have  preceded  the  opening  of  the 
negoctations ;  and  while  Prussia  ami  Rus- 
sia have  either  guarantied  or  recognized  the 
changes  which    have  taken  place  intbl 
kingdom  of  the  two  Sicilies,  is  it  tp  be  sup- 
posed that  Eni^nd  could  have  prereatod 
the  con^psest  of  SscUy,  wbieh  is  sepsisAsd 
if  um  tlw  condaent  only  by  a  cbaansl  of 
a  thanSOOatoisesN^Aad  evensuppo- 
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•ing  thst  the  Cape,  Sunriam,  and  other 
DiBl€b  possessions  coald  have  been  finally 
detached  from  the  kingdom  of  Holland^  is 
it  not  certain  that  its  existence  as  a  nation 
ivould  become  from  that  very  cause  im- 
posRible ;  and  that  its  incorporation  with 
the  Frei^ch  empire  would  have  been  the 
necessary  consequence  of  a  refusal  given 
by  England  to  restore  to  it  its  colonies? 
What,  in  fact,  could  be  the  means  of  main- 
taining a  nation  which  would  have  nothing 
but  debts,  and  from  which  the  total  depri- 
vation of  all  commerce  would  take  away 
the  possibility  of  paying  them  I  Whate- 
ver their  excellencies  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  his  Britannic  majesty  may  alledge,  it  is 
impossible  that  they  should  not  be  convin- 
ced, that  it  is  a  very  different  thing  for  G. 
Britain,  to  see  the  Texel  and  the  mouths 
of  the  Rhine  and  of  the  Meuse  in  the 
power  of  the  French  revenue  ofHcers,  or 
to  see  them  in  the  power  of  the  Dutch. 
Thus,  therefore,  Holland,  without  the 
festituilon  of  its  colonies,  would  necessa- 
rily become  a  province  of  the  French  em- 
pire ;  for,  on  accepting  the  crown  of  Hol- 
land, prince  Lewis  formally  declared  his 
intention  of  renouncing  it,  if  the  Dutch 
colonies  were  not  restored  at  the  general 
peace««-*Let  Hanover  become  a  province 
of  France ;  let  Trieste,  Fiume,  and  their 
territory  likewise  become.provinces  of  the 
kingdom  of  Italy,  and  let  G.  Britain  keep 
as  a  compensation,  the  Cape,  Surinam, 
Malta,  and  Pondicherry,  iec.  France 
will  consent  to  it,  and  the  great  principle 
uti  possidetii  will  be  applied  in  its  full  ex- 
tent, both  as  to  the  present  aud  as  to  the 
fature.— Let  the  new  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  his  Britannic  majesty,  point  out 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  a  negociation 
terminated  upon  the  principle  of  the  uH 
possidetis  between  two  great  nations :  Let 
him  examine  whether  this  principle  does 
not  belong  rather  to  an  armistice  than  to  a 
treaty  of  peace?  It  is  impossible  not  to 
say,  that,  in  proposing  to  France  the  uti 
fomdeiisy  particularly  under  the  present 
circumstances,  a  strange  idea  must  have 
been  formed  of  the  cliaracter  of  the  em- 
petor  Napoleon,  and  it  most  have  been 
believed  that  he  was  reduced  to  a  singular 
state  oi  humiliatioa  and  distress.*— But,  in 
demanding  the  MiiposMeiiSy  his  excellency, 
the  earl  of  Ijauderdale,  j^nipotentiary 
froaa  hie  Britannic  n^jes^,  without  regard 
to  the  principle  which  he  advances,  wishes 
to  change  entirely  the  destiny  of  a  conti- 
nental 8late»  which  gave  £5,000  laen  to 


England,  and  furnished  her  with  a  part  of 
the  means  which  she  aflbrded  in  the  7  years 
war,  and  even  in  the  war  of  the  French  re^ 
volution,  to  the  armies  of  the  north* 
Thus,  therefore,  it  is  wished  to  maintaia 
the  principle  of  tlie  uti  possidetis^  in  order 
to  deprive  France  of  all. her  commerce,  and 
of  all  her  establishments,  and  to  ruin  her 
allies ;  but  it  is  wished  to  violate  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  uti  possidetis^  in  order  to  oblige 
France  to  renounce  her  engagements,  to 
break  her  treaties  ;  in  a  word,  to  dissolve 
her  whole  continental  system !  Is  not  this 
to  propose  a  peace  a  thousand  times  more 
disastrous  than  the  longest  war,  and  con- 
dilious  calculated  to  excite  the  indignation 
of  every  Frenchman  ?  What !  shall  France 
have  conquered  all  the  powers  subsidized 
by  Eogland  during  three  coalitions,  to  see 
imposed  upon  her  conditions  as  unjust  as 
they  are  dishonourable,  notwithstanding 
the  moderation  and  generosity  which  she 
lias  shewn  ? — His  ejccellency  Mr.  Fox  him- 
self proposed,  thaf  the  peace  should  be 
honourable  to  both  courts,  and  to  their  re- 
spective allies." — His  majesty  the  emperor 
of  the  French,  king  of  Italy,  cpuld  not  con- 
sider the  peace  as  honourable,  if,  by  one  of 
its  conditions,  he  was  to  lose  a  single  sub- 
ject, and  of  however  little  importance  the 
colony  of  Tobago  may  be,  it  suffices,  that 
it  made  part  of  the  French  empire  at  the 
time  his  majesty  took  the  reins  of  the  go- 
vernment, to  prevent  his  ever  signing  a 
treaty  in  which  the  alienation  of  that  colo* 
ny,  or  of  any  other  which  belongs  to  him 
in  the  same  manner,  shall  be  comprised. 
No  reasonable  Englishman  can  have  flatte- 
red himself  with  the  contrary ;  and  his  ma- 
jesty, in  the  position  in  which  he  stands, 
would,  by  consenting  to  it,  lose  the  esteem 
of  every  brave  and  generous  person,  even 
among  his  enemies.-^The  undersigned  is 
directed  to  declare,  that  his  majesty  the 
emperor  and  king  considers  as  a  disgrace 
the  very  idea  of  a  negociation,  founded  on 
the  uti  possidetis.  It  is  the  more  contrary 
to  his  principles,  inasmuch  as  his  majesty 
has  restored  his  conquests,  and  that  he 
should  be  now  reigning  over  a  populatioi^ 
the  double  of  that  which  he  in  fact  governs^ 
if,  at  the  condusion  of  the  treaties  of  peace, 
which  he  made  at  the  expiration  of  the 
several  coalitions,  be  had  ta^jn  the  uti  po%* 
sidetis  for  his  only  principle.-^The  undeiw 
signed  is  also  directed  to  declare,  that  the 
only  conditions  of  negociation  which  h)a 
majesty  the  emperor  tod  king 'is  wiiling 
to  adopt,  am  thoie  proposed  in  part  by  hif 
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excellency  Mr.  Fox,  containectin  the  let- 
ter which  was  addressed  to  him  on  the  2d 
of  Jntie  by  the  minister  for  foreign'aifaiTS,and 
fepeated  in  the-  12tb  paragraph  of  the  pre- 
eent  ^ote.---His  majesty  the  emperor  of 
the  French,  king  of  Italy,  re^^uires  nothing 
of  G.  Britain  which  can  be  contrary  to  the 
interests  of  her  Allies.     He  is  entitled  to 
expect  that  nothing  will  be  exacted  of  him, 
which  can  be  contrary  to  the  interests  of 
his  own  allies.— The  uadersigoed  is  direct- 
ed to  add,  that  he  refers  to  what  had  been 
prepared  by  the  mutual  efforts  of  his  ex- 
cellency the  earl  of  Yarmouth,  and  the  un- 
dersigned.— If  peace  shall  not  be  re-esta- 
blished, it  is  not  France  who  can  be  accu- 
sed of  having  changed,  but  England :  al- 
though peace  between  France  and  Russia, 
find  -other  events  unfavourable  to  G.  Uri- 
tain  have  taken  place  «ince  the  negocia- 
tion  was  entered  upon  and  nearly  brought 
to  a  conclusion,  in  concert  with  his  excel- 
lency the  earl  of  Yarmouth.    The  under- 
signed avails  himself,&c.  (Signed)  Ci^arke. 
fifth  inclos«re  (E.) — Copy  of  a  note  from 
the  Earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Yarmouth 
to  Gen.  Clarke  ;  dated  Paris,  August  9, 
1805\ 
-    The  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  of  his 
Britannick  majesty  cannot  allow  themselves 
to  enter  into  a  detailed  cons  iteration  of  tie 
iiilicial  note,  dated  the  8th  cf  August,  which 
4ia8  just  been  delivered  to  them  on  the 
part  of  his  excellency  gen,  Clarke.    From 
the  manner  in  which  the  different  points 
which  form  the  subject  of  this  note  are 
•treated,  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to 
discuss  them  with  that  calmness  and  that 
I'egurd  to  propriety,  which   the  character 
-wuh  which   their  sovereign  has  invested 
them  demands.     But  the  subject  of  this 
iiote  is  of  a  nature,  so  general  and  so  foreign 
to    the   object  under   discussion,    that   it 
would  be  perfectly  useless  to  take  it  into 
r.onsideration  at  the  present  moment. — ^I'he 
undersigned  the  earl  of    Lauderdale,   far 
from  thinking  that  the  manner  of  discus- 
eing  in  writing  the  fundamental  points  of  a 
negociation  can  in  any  shape  increase  the 
<iillicultyof  coming  to  an  understanding,  is, 
on  the  contrary,  of  opinion  that  he  already 
perceives  evident  proofs  of  its  utility,  inas* 
much  as  the  o6icial  note  presented  by  him 
-since  his  ar^val  has  brought  the  negocia- 
•iion  to  an  unequivocal  issue,  and  has  put 
an  end  to  those  misunderstandings,  without 
doubt  real,  which  have  taken  place,  and 
.yi^hicfa  never  could  have. occurred  if.  the 
#ame  nietl^od  Had  b^en  adopted  at  the  com- 


mencement of  the  negociation.— The  un- 
dersigned the  earl  of  Yarniooth  finds  him- 
self compelled  to  recur  to  the  manner  in* 
which  it  has  been  stated  to  him,   that  he 
landed  at   Calais  invested  with  a  public 
character   to   treat   for  peace.     Ide  only 
came  to  givt;  in  person,  and  vivi  vocci  the 
answer  to  a  communication  that  he  liad' 
been  requested  to  make  to  the  E«gii«h  ^o?- 
vernmeut,  founded  upon  tlie  basis  of  the 
uti  possidetis,  in  contorraity  with-tEe  fol- 
lowing words  of  his  excellency  M.  'Farley,, 
rand-  "  We  ask  nothing  from  you;"  ac- 
companied with  positive  assurances  that 
the  restitution  of  the  possessions  of  his  ma^ 
jesty  in  Germany  would  meet  with  no  op- 
position.    The  saifne  sentiment  also  recurs 
in  the  letter  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  Mr. 
Fox  of  the  Ist  April  in  these  terms :  •*  The 
emperor  covets  nothing  that  England  pos- 
sesses,"— ^The  earl  of  Yarmouth  feds  him- 
self under  an  eqaal  necessity  of  not  passing 
over  in  silence  the  remarks  made  by  his 
excellency  gen.  Clarke,  on  tlie  subject  of 
the  delays  of  the  negociation  and  of  the 
frequent  communication  by   messengers*. 
The   answers  of   his   Britannick   majesty 
have  ever  been  frank  and  prompt :  and  if 
the  number  of  messengers  has  been  consi-* 
derable,  it  can  only  be  attributed  to  mo- 
tives foreign  to  the  wishes  of  his  majesty. 
—The  undersigned  the  earls  of  Lauderdale 
and  Yarmouth,  can  by  no  means  subscribe 
to  the  opinion  held  out  by  his  excellency 
gen.  Clarke  in  the  said  note,  that  the  nego- 
ciation   "   had   been    begun   and  nearly 
brought  to  a  conclusion"   in  the  interval 
which  elapsed   between    the    time    when 
lord  Yarmouth  officially  communicated  his 
full  powers,  and  the  arrival  of  lord  Lauder- 
dale ;  on  the  contrary,  they  consider  the 
negociation  as  having  commenced.    The 
conversations  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made,  consisted,  on  the  part  of  the  French 
plenipotentiaries,  m  making  demands  which 
the  undersigned  the  earl  of  Yarmouth  has 
uniformly  declared  to  be  inadmissible; -and 
on  the  part  of  lord  Yarmouth  in  keeping 
stpictly  within  the  bounds  of  the  uH  possi^- 
detis,  not  having  any  instructions  on  the 
part  of  his  government  to  admit  any  other 
conditions  of  negocisltion ;  conditions  sug- 
gested by  France  in  the  communicalioii 
made  by  the  earl  of  Yarmouth,  and  pre- 
viously   announced    in   M.    Talleyrand's 
letter  of  the   Ist  of  April.— The  uBder- 
signed  earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Yftrmoiith 
think  it  unnecessary  in  tl^is  place- to  repeat 
the.  motives  set  for|h'  in  tha  official  note 
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presented  vby  lord  kauderdale,  and  which 
ioduced  his  majesty  to  cousider  the  basis 
of  the  uti  p&smlitU  proposed  by  France  pe- 
culiarly applicable  to  the  respective  situa- 
tion of  the  two  coimtries.  it  is  to  them  a 
subject  of  deep  regret  that^  by  so  absolute 
and  decided  a  departure  from  that  basis  on 
the  part  of  the  French  governTnem,  the 
hopes  and  expectations  of  the  two  nations 
nrnst  be  entirely  frustrated. — It  only  re- 
mains for  the  ^arls  of  Lauderdale  and  Yar- 
mouth tq  declare,  that  his  majesty,,  ever 
rieady  to  listen  to  just  and  honourable  con- 
ditions of  peace,  relies  with  con^dence 
upon  the  means  which  he  derives  from  the 
Ipyalty  axKi  affection  of  his  subjects.  He 
will  never  listen  to  any  proposals  of  nego<«. 
elation  whatsoever  upon  terms  inconipati* 
ble  with  the  honour  of  his  crown  and  the  real 
interests  of  his  subjects.     (Signed)  Lau- 

PBRDALE;.    .YAR»OUTiI. 

Sixth  inclosure  (F..)-^Copy  of  a  note  from 
.  the  Earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Yaroioutb 
.  to  M.  Talleyrand ;  dated  Paris,  August 

9th,  1806 — Half  p^8t6•  P.  M. 

The  pretensions  brought  forward  by  the 
French  government  in  the  official  note  of 
his  exceUency  gen.  Clarke,  so  incompatible 
with  .the  basis  formerly  proposed  by  that 
government,  not  leaving  us  any  oUier  alter- 
native than  that  of  returning  to. England, 
we  have  the.  honour  to  request  your  excel- 
lency to  have  the  goodness  to  send  the  ne- 
cessary passports  for  ourselves  and  our 
suite.  We  avail  ourselves,  ^c.  (Signed) 
Lauderdale.  Yarmouth.- 
No.  36. — Extract  from  a  Dispatch  from 
the  Earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Yarmouth 

to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox ;  dated  Paris,  Aug. 
nth,  1806'.— Received  Aug.  13th. 
.  Sir ;  In  our  last  dispatch  of  the  9th  inst. 
we  had  the  honour  of  informing  you,  that 
on  that  evening  we  had  applied  for  pass* 
ports  to  return  to  England,  and  also  for  a 
passport  for  a  courier  we  intended  to  have 
dispatched  immediately.  We  have  only 
DOW  to  mention  that,  on  Sunday  at  11 
'  o'clock,  we  sent  the  inclosure  (marked  A.), 
renewing  our  demand ;  and  that  this 
morning,  having  received  no  answer  to 
either applicatioDjthe  inclosure  (marked  B.) 
was  sent  to  M.  Talleyrand's  house,  Rue 
d'Anjou*  The  courier  Hasilico,  who  carried 
the  note,  returned  soon  after  to  inform  us, 
that  he  was  directed  at  M.  Talley rami's 
boose  to  go  the  foreign  otHce,  where  he 
accordingly  went,  but  was  told  that  no 
communication  would  be  received  there 
ttU  between  12  aud  1.    We  then  begged  of 


Mr.  Goddardtogo  himself  to  the  foreign 
office,  and  deliver  the  letter :    He  found 
that   the  clerks  had  only  just  arrived,  and 
that  M.  Talleyrand  was  gone  to  St.  Cloudy 
not  to  return  till  .4  o'clock.  At  half  after  d- 
we  rjbceived  from  Messrs.  Clark e>and  Cham- 
pagny  an  oihcial  note  (marked  C.)    Imme- 
diately upon  the  receipt  of  this  note,  we. 
wrote  the  ioclosiirQ  (marked  JD»)    to   M.^ 
Talleyrand,  and  received  from  him  at  9. 
o'ttiock  an  ansinrer  (nvarked  li.,}^  which  i»  . 
also  inclosed.    The  inclosure  (marked  F.) 
is  the  reply  to  the  official  note  which  we  in-  . 
tend  to  send,  the.momeut  it. can  be  copied.. 
Addition  by  the  "Earl  of  Yarmouth. 
As  the  French  government  has  in  every 
instance  admitted  the  exactness  of  the  com- 
munications'made  by  me^  I  beg  leave,' in  ad<)* 
dition  to  this  dispatch,  to  remark  that  the 
intention  expressed  to  me  by  the  French 
government,  as  that  vtrhi^h  made  them  pre- 
fer communicating   through  >  my   channel 
rather  than  on  paper,  was  the  expressing- 
to  his  majesty's  government thw  readiness, 
to  restore  his  mjyesty's  German  dominions 
intotOy  but  that  for  obvious  reasons  this' 
could  not  be  expressed  on  paper  till  every 
other  condition  of  the  treaty  should   he 
settled. 

Fi|st  inclosure  (A.)— Copy  of  a  note  from 
the  Earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Yarmouth 
to   M.  Tarlleyraud;    dated  August   10, 
ISOf).— 1  \  o'clock  A.  M. 
The  earls  of.  Lauderdale  and  Y^armouth 
have  the  honour   to  repeat  to  his  excel- 
lency tlie  minister  for  foreign  atFairs,  the 
demand  wbi^h  they  had  the  honour   to 
make  to  his.  exceUency  yesterday,  at  half 
past  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  of  passports 
necessary  for  them  and  their  suite,  as  well 
as  of  a  passport  for  a  mft>senger  who  is  now 
waiting  lor  it,  to  proceedon  his  journey. 
Second   inclosure  (B.) — Copy  of  a  note 
from  the  Earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Y'ar- 
mouth  to  M.  Talleyrand ;  dated  Aug.  IX,. 
1806,  10  o'clock  A.M. 
Su  ;  it  is  your  duly  to  repeat  the  demand 
vi^hich  we  have  already  twice  made,  of  a 
passport  for  a  messenger,  and  of  passports 
for  our  return  to  England.— We  think   it 
right  also  to   remark  to  .your  excellency,, 
tliat  these  demands  were  made  the  day  be* 
fore  yesterday  (Saturday)  at  half  past  6  in 
the  evening ;  that  tliey  were  renewed  to 
your  excellency  yesterday  (Sunday)  at  1 1 
o'clock,  and   that  to  the  present  moment 
we  have  not  received  any  answer  to  tbem.— 
When  your  excellency  recollects  that  near 
2^  hours  have  pftssed  since  ^e.  ad(Jije«Md 
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ouTselTes  for  the  second  time  to  your  ex- 
cellency, and  that,  to  saj  nothing  of  our 
own  passports,  we  have  been  deprived  in 
the  interraly  of  the  means  of  sending  a 
messenger  to  England,  you  most  be  per- 
suaded, that  if  we  abstain  from  all  remark 
upcm  a  proceeding  so  extraordinary  and  so 
contrary  to  the  established  usa^,  it  is 
iVom  a  desire  to  avoid  as  much  and  as 
long  as  possible,  any  thing  that  may  occa* 
sion  animosity,  and  change  the  nature  and 
tone  which  have  hitlierto  characterized  the 
communications  between  the  two  govern- 
ments.—We  request,  &c,  (Signet^  Lau- 
derdale. Yabmoutii. 
Third  inclosure  (C.) — ^Copyof  a  note  from 

Messrs.  Champagny  and  Clarke  to  the 
*  Saris    of   Lauderdale  and  Yarmouth  ; 

dated  Paris,  Aug.  11,  1S06. 

The  undersigned,  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the 
French,  king  of  Italy,  have  read  with  at- 
tention the  note  dated  the  9th  of  August, 
addressed  to  them  by  their  excellencies  t^e 
plenipotentiaries  of  bis  majesty  the  king 
of  the  united  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Iceland,  in  which  they  again  propose  the 
itti  pi^mdetis  as  the  basis  of  the  negociation. 
*— The  French  plenipotentiaries  know  not, 
whether,  by  the  adoption  of  this  prineipV, 
England  would  obtain  the  right  of  exact- 
ing from  the  French  government  for  herself 
and  her  allies,  every  restitution  which  may 
auit  her  convenience,  without  being  bound 
to  nmke  any  restitution  to  France  and  her 
allies  of  the  conquests  which  she  has 
made.  This  demattd  would  be  so  extraor- 
dinary, that  it  would  be  equivalent  to  say- 
ktg  that  France  should  sign  all  the  conditions 
which  it  may  please  the  English  plenipoten- 
tiaries to  commit  to  writing.  One  cannot 
suppose  that  such  is  really  the  intention  of 
the  English  ministry.  They  have  not  sent 
over  plenipotentiaries  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  requiring  the  admission  of  an  indefinite 
basis  which  would  render  them  masters  of 
all  the  conditions  of  the  treaty.  In  a  state 
of  things  so  obscure,  the  French  plenipo- 
tentiaries demand  such  explanations  as 
may  enable  them  to  understand,  and  to^ro- 
eeed  in  the  negociation.  These  consist  in 
makmg  known  what  aretheconquests  which 
England  wishes  to  keep,  what  are  those 
which  she  will  restore  to  France  and  her 
allies,  and  what  conquests  of  Fraate  she 
requires  to  be  restored.  This  will  unfold 
&  system  of  compensation,  which  m$j  give 
a  clear  idea  of  the  principles  sad  intentions 
of  the  Brittsh  cabinets    The  Fre&db  pfeni- 


potentiaries  will  th^n  kno^  what  enga 
ments  iHe^  contract  in  adopting  the  b] 
which  is  proposed  to  them  ;  for  they  i 
certainly  never  eonsent  to  this  ad 
lion  without  knowing  what  is  demandec 
tbemi — In  laying  down  the  principle  of 
ptmidetis,  have  the  English  plenipoten 
lies  had  it  in  view  to  propose  a  means 
exchange  and  of  compensation  f  If  thii 
their  meaning,  the  emperor  adopts  it, 
cause  It  appears  to  him  conformable  to  1 
two  principles  already  agreed  upon 
both  parties,  in  the  letters  of  the  Frei 
minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and  of  i 
English  secretary  of  state  for  the  depi 
ment  of  foreign  affairs,  viz.— 1st,  To  1 
principle  laid  down  by  Mr.  Fox  in  his  let 
of -the  36th  of  March  last,  •*  that  i 
•*  object  of  both  parties  ought  to  be  tl 
**  the  peace  should  be  honourable  for  bo 
**  and  their  respectiva  allies ;  and  at  1 
'*  same  time  of  a  nature  to  insure,  as 
*'  as  should  be  in  their  power,  the  futt 
''  tranquillity  of  Europe.''— 2d,  To  1 
principle  subjoined  to  the  preceding  by  1 
minister  for  foreign  affairs,  in  \m  letter 
the  2d  of  June  following,  which  consists 
an  aektttmdedgrmenty  in  fmour  of  the  i 
partietf  (f  the  full  right  of  intfrvenHon  t 
ofguarxmiy  in  cantmental  and  in  mariti 
a^fl/r«.— The  undersigned  take  tlri»oppor! 
niiy,&c.  (Signed)  Champagkt.  Clark 
Fourth  inclosure  (D.)— Copy  of  a  ni 
from  the  Earis  of  Lauderdale  and  Yi 
mouth  to  M.  Talleyrand;  dated  Par 
Aug.  11,1806;  half  past  6  P.M. 
^ir;  We  have  this  moment  receivec 
note  signed  by  their  excellencies  M. 
Champagny  and  general  Clarke,  to  whi 
under  any  oilier  circumstances  we  shot 
have  immediately  replied.  But  it  is  our  dt 
previously  to  remaric  to  your  excellent 
that  we  have  remained  since  half  pas 
o'clock  of  the  evening  of  the  day  beft 
yesterdtw,  without  any  answer  to  our  c 
mand  of  a  passport  for  a  messenger,  or 
l^iat  of  our  own  passports,  although  this< 
mand  has  been  repeated  three  times  in  tl 
interval. — It  is^of  the  highest  important 
in  our  present  situation,  to  be  certain 
a  communication  perfectly  free  and  uni 
terrupted,  and  as  constant  as  we  can  c 
sire,  with  our  government.  We  therefi 
entreat  your  excellency  to  satisfy  us  on  t 
point,  in  order  thai  vre  may  know  wheth 
in  all  the  possible  cases  in  which  we  m 
think  proper  to  demand  passports  eitl 
for  ourselves  or  fof  messengers,  we  shall 
sure  t9  cbtaia  theni  witiiovrt  delay.— ^ 
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Are  ako  under  the  oecessity  of  remarking 
that  we  bave  received  no  answer  to  the  re- 
quest we  made  to  yoiir  excellency  on  the 
Subject  of  Mr.  Oodiiard;---We  take  this 
opportantty  of  renewing,  &c.  ^c*  (Signed) 

LAtrDBEDALK*  YaEHOUTII. 

Fifth  iuclosure  (E.)— Copy  of  a  note  from 
M.  Talleyrand  to  the  Earls  of  Lauder- 
dale and  Yarmouth ;  dated  Paris,  Aug. 
11,  1806. 

The  undersigned,  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  the  honour  to  transmit  to  their 
excellencies  lords  Lauderdale  and  Yar- 
mouth, ministers  plenipotentiary  of  his  ma- 
jesty the  king  of  England,  the  passport  for 
a  messenger  which  they  demanded.  He 
regrets  that  the  relaxation  from  business 
granted  in  the  offices  on  Sundays,  should 
have  prevented  him  from  sending  it  sooner. 
With  regard  to  the  passports  their  excel- 
lencies have  demanded  for  themselves,  the 
undersigned  6atters  himself  that  they  will 
give  to  the  delay  in  sending  them,  the  in- 
&rpretation  Che  most  natural  and  the  most 
proper  to  prevent  all  complaint  on  their 
part.  The  undersigned  can  never  fear  the 
responsibility  of  delays,  which  have  for 
object  to  prolong,  for  some  days,  the  hope 
of  restoring  peace  between  two  great 
powers,  and  of  putting  ai^  end  to  the 
scourge  of  war  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world.— The  undersigned  begs,  &c.  &c. 
Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand,  prince  of  Be- 
neveoto. 

Sixth  inclosure  (F.)— Copy  of  a  note  from 
the  Earls  of  I^anderdsde  and  Yarmouth 
to  Messrs.  Charopagny  and  Clarke ;  dated 
Paria,  Aug.  11,  1806;  11  o'clock  P.M. 
The  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  of  his 
Britannic  msjesty  would  not  have  delayed 
their  answer  to  the  note  of  this  day's  date, 
addressed  to  them  bv  their  excellencies  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  government ; 
but  as  their  reiterated  demands  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  for 
passports,  even  for  their  mi^ssenger,  re- 
mained unanswered,  they  thought  it  right 
first  to  ascertain,  whether  they  were  still 
to  enjoy  an  open  and  uninterrupted  com- 
BBunication  with  their  government,  such 
as,  in  similar  cases,  has  always  been  per- 
mitted by  every  government  in  Europe. — 
The  explanations  which  the  undersigned^ 
have  received  from  his  e^teellency  the  mi 
niflter  for  foreign  affairs,  induce  them  to 
hope  that  a  like  delay  will,  on  no  occasion 
whatever,  again  take  place.**After  having 
maturely  considered  the  note  of  their  ex< 
eellencies  the  pleaipotentiarits  of  the 
Ye*.  VIIL 


French  government,  the  undersigned  ha^ 
to  remark,  that  the  British  government,  far 
from  pretending  to  *'  exact  from  the  French 
<«  government  every  restitutio  •  N\faich  may 
''  suit  their  convenience,  without  being 
**  bound  to  make  any  restitution  to  France,'' 
never  expressed  any  other  wish  than  that 
of  treating  with  the  French  government  on 
the  basis  which  whs  proposed  to  them  by 
France  herself;  as  it  is  expressed  in  the 
note  of  lord  Lauderdale,  viz.  **  to  treat 
'^  generally  upon  the  basis  of  uti  pouidetis, 
**  which  was  to  be  scrupulously  observed^ 
''  except  in  the  case  of  Hanover,'  which 
<<  was  proposed  to  be  ceded  to  his  Britan« 
**  nic  majesty  with  all  its  dependencies."-^ 
They  must  also  observe,  that  if  it  were 
possible  to  mistake  the  result  which  would 
necessarily  follow  from  this  principle,  the 
verbal  discussions  which  took  place  on  the 
9th  inst.  between  the  French  plenipotentia- 
rie»  and  tb^  undersigned,  leave  no  room 
for  doubt,  whether  the  proposition  thua 
laid  down  was  perfectly  understood  by 
those  pleuipotentiaries. — ^The  undersigned 
have  therefore  only  to  repeat,  that  they, 
cannot,  consistently  with  the  instructiont 
of  their  government,  do  otherwise  than 
insist  upon  the  previous  recognition  of  this 
principle.  It  is  on  this  condition  alone 
that  they  are  authorized  to  continue  the 
negociation.— 'As  soon  as  this  principle 
shall  be  agreed  to,  the  undersigned  will  be 
ready  to  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the 
other  points  mentioned  in  the  note  of  lord 
Lauderdale. — It  only  remains  for  the  un- 
dersigned to  add,  that  if  the  French  go* 
vemment  expresses  a  disposition  to  adhere 
to  the  proposal,  such  as  his  Britannic  maj* 
understands  it  to  have  been  made  by  them, 
they  shall  congratulate  themselves  as  on  a 
most  fortunate  event ;  an  event  which  pro- 
mises (according  to  the  expression  of  Mr. 
Fox,  quoted  by  their  excellencies)  '*  a 
peace  honourable  for  the  two  nations,  and 
at  the  same  time  of  a  nature  to  insure  the 
future  tranquillity  of  Europe."  (Signed) 
Lauderdalx.  Yarmouth. 
No.  37. —  Extract  from  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 

Secretary  Fox  to  the  Earls  of  Lauder* 

dale  and  Yarmouth;  dated  Downing- 

street,  Aug.  14,  1806i 

My  lords;  The  mwenger,  Basilico, 
arrived  here  early  this  morning,  with  the 
dispatches  with  which  your  lordships  had 
charged  him ;  and,  although  it  appears 
most  probable,  that,  before  he  can  again 
reach  Paris,  your  lordships  will  be  no 
I  longer  the^e,  yet,  as  there  is  still  a  possi- 
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bility,  from  the  last  note,  from  the  French 
pleuipoteutiaries,  that  the  negociation  may 
proceed  on  the  basis  pointed  out  for  it 
by  your  instructionsi  it  has  been  judged 
proper  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  re- 
dispatching  him,  in  order  that  you  may  be 
apprized  of  his  majesty's  full  approbation 
of  the  tenour  of;  the  different  notes  which 
have  been  delivered  on  your  part  since  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale's  arrival  at  Paris.  As 
no  other  point  but  that  of  the  general  basis 
of  negociation  has  yet  been  brought  into 
discussion,  nothing  need  be  added  to  the 
former  instructions,  by  which  the  course  of 
any  further  discussions  that  may  take  place 
is  still  to  b^  entirely  guided. 
No.  38.— rCopy  of  a  dispatcli  from  Mr-  Se- 
cretary Fox  to  the  Earls,  of  Lauderdale 
.  and  Yarmouth;  dated  Dowuing-street, 
Aug.  U,  1806. 

My  lords ;  His  majesty's  servants  have 
observed,  from  the  dispatches  received  this 
day,  that  some  insinuation  has  been  thrown 
out  by  the  French  governrapnt,  of  a  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  this  country  to  gain 
some  unfair  advantage  by  the  employment 
9f  two  plenipotentiaries  in  the  present  dis- 
cussions. TbhBt  government  has  since  taken 
the  obvious  mode  of  counteracting  this  ad- 
vantage (if  any  such  there  was)  by  naming, 
on  their  part  also,  a  second  plenipotentiary, 
But,  the  king's  government  is  desirous, 
%vhile  it  adheres  steadily  to  the  substance 
pf  those  points  which  are  thought  fit  to 
be  hisisted  on  for  the  honour  and  interest 
of  his  majesty's  crown,  to  leave  no  pre- 
jence  for  cavils  as  to  the  form  in  which 
these  discussions  are  carried  on.  The  ad- 
vantage which  was  to  J3e  looked  to  from 
the  personal  share  which  the  earl  of  Yar- 
mouth originally  had  in  these  transactions, 
fes  the  bearer  of  the  overtures  made  by 
France,  has  now  ceased;  and^  while  his 
lordship  has,  on  the  one  hand,  properly  re- 
corded his  decisive  testimony  as  to  the 
jeality  of  these  overtures,  and  as  to  the 
exact  terms  of  peace  so  offered,  the  French 
government  has,  on  the.  other  hand,  not 
only  refused  to  adhere  to  those  offers,  but 
has  expressly  declared^  that  they  never  can 
even  have  entered  into  their  thoughts. 
**  Jamais  il  n'apuvenirdans  la  pensee  de'sa 
**  majest^  I'empereur des  Fran9ois,  roi  d  '1  ta- 
*'  lie,  de  prendre  pour  base  de  la  ncgocia- 
**  tion  Yuii  possidetk;''  [it  never  could  have 
entered  into  the  thoughts  of  his  majesty 
the  emperor  of  the  French,  king  of  Italy, 
to  take  for  the  i^asis  of  the  negociation,  the 
iiti  possidetis.]  In  this  state  oC  things,  Ihe 


king's  servants  ar^  not  aware  of  any  bene* 
fits  that  would  be  likely  to  result  to  his  ma- 
jesty's service  from  imposing  on  lord  Yar-. 
mouth  any  farther  duty  in  this  respect ; 
nor  do  they  wish  that  any  sfuch  ground  for 
cavil  as  I  have  before  alluded  to,   however 
unfounded  it  would  be,  should  be  left  ta 
the  enemy. — They  have,  therefore,  .sub- 
mitted it  astlieir  humble  advice  to  his  ma- 
jesty, that,  ;n  case  of  the  continuance  of 
the    negociations,    the^    French    minister 
should  be  informed,  that  they  will  hence- 
forth be  conducted  by  the  earl  of  Lauder, 
dale  alone,  the  earl  of  Yarmouth  having 
obtained  his  majesty's  gracious  permission 
to  return  to   England  ;  but  that,  his  ma* 
jesty  does  not,  on  his  part,  make  any  c^b- 
jection  to  lord  Lauderdale's  treating  with 
both  the  persons  who  have  been  named  by 
the  French  government  for  that  trust  i — A 
proof  perfectly  decisive,  in   all  its  parts, 
that    no   unfair  advantage,    such  as  ^he- 
French  government  appears  to  apprehend, 
can  have  been  in  the  king's  contemplation. 
I  am,  &c.  C«  J.  Fox-    ' 
No.  39. — Copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  Earl 
of    Lauderdale  to  Mr.  Secretary  Foxj 
dated  Paris,  Aug,  I6,  1806\ — Received 
Aug.  19th. 

Sir;  The  note  to  the  plenjpotentiariea 
of  the  French  government,  dated  the  lltb 
inst,,  pf  wliich  a  copy  (marked  F.)  was  sent 
in  my  dispatch  of  ihe  1 1th  inst.,  was  deli-» 
vered  early  in  the  morning  of  the  12th,  as 
you  will  see  from  the  inclosed  receipt 
(marked  A.) — No  answer  having  been  re- 
ceived, it  was  thought  proper  on  the  14lh. 
to  send  to  his  excellency  the  minister  for 
foreign  affairs,  a  letter,  of  which  a  cop^  is 
also  inclosed  (marked  B.) — No  answer  to 
the  ofiicial  note  transmitted  to  the  pleni-^ 
potentiaries  of  the  French  government  ou 
the  morning  of  the  12th,  has  yet  been 
given ;  and  gen.  Clarke,  upon  whom  lord 
Yarmouth  and  I  waited  t^his  ujorning  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  shewing  him  a  mark  of 
attention,  informed  us,  that  it  was  in.  the 
possession  of  the  emperor,  who  bad  not  as 
yet  signified  his  pleasure  on  the  subject.-^ 
At  one  o'clock  we  received  a  note  front 
M.  Talleyrand  (marked  C),  and.  nearly  at 
the  same  time  another  (marked  D.),  from 
gen.  Clarke. -^Copies  of  both  of  these  are 
herewith  transmitted. — I  think  it  evident 
from  what  gen.  Clarke  says,  that  no  com^ 
munication  will  be  made  for  two  days.-— 
There  is  perhaps  oothing  sufHciently  im- 
portant to  authorize  my  sending  a  cpurier* 
Indeed  my  phncipal  motive  for  doing  ao  'i» 
I 


.Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


itf^].      PARL.  DEBATES,  Decembeh  22,  l^oG.^Negociaiion  wiih  France.      [l6fi 


to  quiet  the  anxiety  which  you  naturally 
/eel  from  receiviug  no  iuformation  for  so 
many  days,  concerning  the  state  of  a 
transaction  so  important  in  its  consequen- 
ces.— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Lau- 
derdale. 

First  inciosure  (A-)— Copy  of  a  receipt, 
.    dated  Paris,  Aug.  12,  1806\ 

I  have  received  a  sealed  packet,  address- 
ed to  me,  and  to  M.deChampagny  minister 
of  the  interior,  at  half  past  seven,  Aug.  12, 
1806.  Clarke. 

Second  inciosure  (B^)— Copy  of  a  note 
from  the  Earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Yar- 
mouth to  M.  Talleyrand  ;  dated  Paris, 
Aug.  14,  1806. 

Sir ;  We  think  it  our  duty  to  acquaint 
your  excellency,  that  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  12th  iust.  we  transmitted  to  their 
excellencies  the  French  plenipotentiaries, 
a  note  in  answer  to  that  of  their  excellen- 
cies received  on  the  1 1th  inst.  In  this  an- 
swer, we  endeavoured  agaiu  to  set  forth 
the  points  which  appeared  to  us  to  require, 
in  some  form  or  other,  a  previous  explana- 
tion«  to  authorize  us,  in  conformity  to  our 
instructions,  to  pursue  the  present  negocia- 
tioni-^The  silence  of  their  excellencies  the 
plenipotentiaries  in  this  respect,  gives  us 
reason  to  presume  that  we  must  not,  at  the 
present  moment,  expect  such  an  explana- 
tion on  their  part. — Impressed  with  this 
idea,  we  desire  to  put  an  end  lo  the  general 


prerent  the   repetition  of  a  demand,   as 
painful  for  us  to  .make,  as  it  would  be  for 
your  eJccellency  to  receive,  in  case  the  ne- 
gociations  should  not  have  a  favourable  is« 
sue,  we  request  you  to  furnish  us  with  the 
necessary  passports  for  us  and  our  suite,  to 
be  made  use  of  according  to  circumstati- 
ces.    We  have  the  honour,  &c.  ^Lauder- 
dale.   Yarmouth. 
Third  inciosure  (G.)— Copy  of  a  note  from 
M.  Talleyrand  to  the  Earls  of  Lauder- 
dale and  Yarmouth ;  dated  Paris,  Aug. 
I6lh,   1806- 

The    undersigned   minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  hastened   to    lay   before  his    ma- 
jesty, the   note  which  their   excellencies 
tlie  earls   of  Lauderdale  and  Yarmouth 
did  him  the  honour  to  address  to  him  on  the 
14th  instant.     As  soon  as  he  shall  have 
received  orders  relative  to  the  objects  of 
this  note,  he  will  not  fail  to  inform  the  ple- 
nipotentiaries- of  hjf    Britannic  majesty. 
The  undersigi^ed  requests,  &c. (Signed)  Cir. 
Mau.  Talleyrand,  prince  of  Benevento. 
Fourth  inciosure   (D.)— Copy  of  a  iiote 
from.  General  Clarke,  to   the  Earls  of 
Lauderdale  and  Yarmouth;  dated  Pa- 
ris,  August  1 6th,  •  1806. 
On  going  to  the  prince  of  Benevento's, 
I  learnt  that  Basilico  arrived  yesterday  at 
Boulogne.     I  lose  no  time  in  communica«» 
ting  this  circumstance  to  lord  Lauderdale. 
\  I  learnt  also,  that  his  majesty  the  empe- 


expectation  of  both  nations,  considering  i  ror  is  gone  to  hunt  A  Rambouillet,  'where 
the  slight  appearance  there  is  of  seeing  it  j  his  majesty  intends  remaining  to-morrow« 
realizecl.     We  feel  that  the  demand  which  |  —I  request  lord  Lauderdale  to  inform  lord 


we  make,  under  such  circumstances,  of 
passportsfor  our  return,  maybe  suscepti- 
ble of  interpretations  of  a  nature  to  retard 
the  happy  moment  when  the  views  of  the 
French  government  shall  approach  nearer  to 
those  which  it  had  been  supposed  to  enter- 
tain. It  is  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibiUty 
of  such  a  misinterpretation,  that  we  think  it 
incunibent  on  us  to  assure  your  excellency, 
that  a  step  which  would  have  tlie  effect  of 
causing  any  obstacle  to  the  reixewal  of  the 
negociation,  would  be  very  far  from  our 
intention,  though,  from  the  reasons  which 
ve  have  detailed^  we  find  ourselves  obliged 
to  put  an  end  to  our  mission.*— It  only  re- 
mains for  us  to  assure  your  excellency,  that 
if,  fortunately  for  both  nations,  it  should 
happen  that  we  have  been  mistaken  in  the 
inference  which  we  have  drawn  from  the 
silence  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  we 
will  wait  during  a  reasonable  time  for  the 
explanations  which  their  excellencies  have 
.  to  commuxucate  to  iis.  la  ordeii  however,  to 


Yarmouth    of  this,  and  to    accept,   &Ct 

(Signed)    Clarke. 

No.  40. — Copy  of  a    dispatch  from  the 

Earl  of  Lauderdale  to   Mr.   Secretary 

Fox;  dated  Paris,  August  17th,  1800. 

— Received  August]  25d. 

Sir;  I  take  the  opportunity  of  lord  Yar- 
mouth's return  to  England,  to  inform  5'ou 
that  in  consequence  of  his  majesty's  plea- 
sure signified  in  your  dispatch  of  the  14th 
instant,  I  this  morning  wrote  to  his  excel- 
lency the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  sta- 
ting»to  bim,  that  lord  Yarmouth  had  his 
majesty's  permission  to  return  to  England  ; 
and  that  bis  majesty  had  been  graciously 
pleased,  in  the  event  of  the  negociation 
procejedingy  to  confine  the  future  manage- 
ment of  it  solely  to  me.  About  1 1  o'clock, 
M.  de  Chajupagny  and  gen.  Clarke  paid 
me  a  visit  of  ceremony ;  lord  Yarmouth 
happened  to  be  with  me  at  the  time ;  and 
we  mentioned  to  them  the  change  that  had 
tak^fi  pli^Oi  ftod  shewed  them  the  note 
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which  I  waA  just  abcmt  to  dispatch,  and  a 
copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  The  object  of 
the  vidit  Was  merely  to  ask  the  plenipoteo- 
tiaries,  and  the  gentlemen  attached  to  the 
mission,  to  dine  with  M.'de  Champagoy  to- 
morrow.—Notbii^  whatever  was  said  that 
related  to  the  negociation,  and  I  believe 
no  answer  will  be  given  either  to  the  note 
of  the  1 1th,  or  to  the  note  sent  to  the  mi* 
leister  for  foreign  affairs  on  the  14th,  till 
the  emperor'^B  return  from  Rambouillet, 
which,  they  informed  me  to*day,  was  un- 
certain. The  mode  in  which  1  have  meu- 
Uotied  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
bis  majesty's  permission  to  lord  Yarmouth 
to  return  to  £ngland,  seemed  to  me  calcu* 
lated  to  affofid  as  little,  opportunity  as  pos- 
sible to  tlie  French  government  to  (cavil 
about  a  change  of  form  in  the  mission. — 
I  think  it  proper  to  add,  that  in  doing  thisr 
every  facility  was  afforded  by  lord  Yar- 
mouth, who  in  the  handsomest  manner  de- 
sired me  on  this,  as  on  other  occasions,  to 
consider  only  what  I  thotifiht  most  advan- 
tageous for  the  public  service.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  Lauderdale. 
Jndosure  in  No.  40.-*-Copy  of  a  note 
from  the  Barl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  Tal- 
leyrand ;  dated  Paris,  17th  August,  1806. 
Tlie  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  in- 
form his  excellency  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  that  his  Britannic  majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  grant  the  request  of  the  earl  of 
Yarmouth,  and  to  allow  him  to  return  to 
£ugland.  According  to  the  tenour  of  his 
full  powers,  whiob  have  been  already  com- 
inanicated  to  their  excellencies  the  French 
plenipotentiaries,  the  undersigned  is  au- 
thorized lb  treat  jointly  or  separately 
With  the  French  government ;  and  he  has 
just  received  from  his  court  precise  instruc- 
tions to  that  effect,  in  case  the  answer  to 
the  note  of  the  1  lib  instant  should  be  of  a 
iiiature  to  permit  the  undersigned  to  pursue 
the  negociation.  The  undersigned  has  the 
honour^  £cc.  Lauderdale. 
Ko.  4  u— Extract  from  Hdtspatch  from  Mr. 
Secrefai^  Fox  to  the  Earl  of  Lauder- 
dale<;    dated  Downing*street,  Aug.  23, 

My  iord;  The  contents  of  your  last  dit- 
patches  do  not  appear  to  require  at^ypar- 
ikular  answer,  and  this  messenger  is  sent 
back  only  that  ^u  may^be  enabled  to  keep 
its  reguht^ly  inft^rmed  (so  long  as  you 
^idl  etiil  onntintie  at  Paris)  of  the  state  of 
the  nagociatlbn  there.  If,  on  the  arrival 
'^fianyHnfeUs^ence'  of  the  decision  of  Rns- 
M'Dot^o  ratify  witbo^  Ifa^  coasedt  of 


this  court,  the,  French  government  should 
increase  their  offers  in  order  to  tfeparate 
his  majesty  from  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
your  lordship  is  on  all  such  occasions  to 
observe,  that  it  is  M.  d'Oubril's  treaty 
alone  that  has  released  his  majesty  ironi 
the  obligation  not  to  separate  in  substance 
his  treaty  from  that  of  Hussia  ;  an  obliga- 
tion to  which  his  majesty  had  determined 
scrupulously  to  adhere,  and  from  which, 
even  in  point  of  formy  he  had  departed  no 
farther  than  he  bad  learnt  to  be  the  wish 
of  Russia  herself.  Should,  therefore,  M. 
d'Oubril's  treaty  not  be  ratified,  the  two 
courts  would  revert  to  their  former  situa- 
tion, with  the  additional  bond  of  union 
which  would  result  from  the  mutual  proofs 
they  would  thus  have  afforded  to  each 
other  of  their  resolution  to  adhere  invaria- 
bly to  the  spirit  and  principles  of  their  al- 
liance. 
No.  42. — Copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord 

Lauderdale  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox ;  dated 

Paris,  August  the  25th,  ISOh.— -Received 

September  the  3d. 

Sir ;  In  my  dispatch  of  the  l6th  inst.  I  had 
the  honour  of  transnbitting  to  you  a  copy 
of  a  letter  sent  by  lord  Yarmouth  and  my* 
self,  on  the  Hth  inst.  to  the  ministeir  of 
foreign  affairs.  I  iiave  now  to  inform  you 
that  my  desire  to  combine  with  firmness 
the  utmost  degree  of  forbearance  that  ap<« 
peared  to  me.consistent  with  the  character 
with  which  his  niaj.  has  been  pleased  to 
invest  me,  induced  me  patiently  to  suffer 
the  silence  of  the  French  government, 
without  remark,  from  the  l4th  till  the  22d^ 
when  I  transmitted  to  the  minister  for  fo* 
reign  afllairs  a  note,  of  which  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  inclose  you  a  copy,  marked  (A*)*— 
No  notice  having  been  taken  of  this  note 
by  his  excellency,  I  have  this  morning  sent 
a  second  note,  of  which  1  have  also  the  ho- 
nour to  inclose  a  copy,  marked  (B.)— I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c.  Lauderdale. 
First  Inclosure  (A.)— Copy  of  a  note  from 

the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  Talleyrand  ; 

dated  Paris,  Aug.  22,  1806. 

Sir;  The  undersigned,  minister  plenip. 
of  his  Britannic  maj.  finds  himself  under 
the  necessity  of  recalling  to  the  attention 
of  his  excctllency  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs;  1st,  That  in  the  morning  of  the 
]i2th  inst.  a  note,  sigiled  by  the  under, 
signed  and  il^e  earl  of  Yarmouth,  and  dated 
the  11th,  wflii' transmitted  to  his  excellency 
gen.  Clarke,  tnwliieh  the  undersigned  ob« 
served,  ''The  BHtiih  government,  fariiom 
^*  prttending  to  exeetfirota  the  Frencb'go^ 
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^  tct'iiuwaaH-€v^  festitutton  whicb  tofty 
^  ««iit  tlidr  aMiteiiietice,  tvithool  being 
^  iMNAdtotiNrfreiiijr  restiUtion  to  Fnitice» 
^*  never  exjireMied  any  other  with  than 
^  Utttdf  tr««tlBg  with  the  Fnench  govern- 
Bient  en  the  ba^is  which  was  proposed 
to  her  by  france  herteif ;  a«  it  is  ex* 
pressed  in  the  note  of  lord  Lauderdale, 
viz.  to  tre&t  generally  upon  tiie  basis  of 
Mii  peiddeik,  which  wai^to  be  scrupu-^ 
lously  observed,  except  in  the  case  of 
Hancf^r,  whieh  was  proposed-to  be  ce» 
<!^d  to  bis  Britannic  maj*  with  all  its  de- 
pendenciefe.  They  i&ust  also  observe, 
that  if  it  vrere  possible  to  mbtake  the 
result  which  would  necessarily  follow 
from  this  principle,  the  verbal  discus- 
**  sions  whicb  took  place  on  the  pth  inst. 
*^  between  the  Frenifh  plenipotentiaries 
^'  and  the  undersigned,  leave  no  room  for 
^*  doubt,  whether  tlie  proposition  thus  laid 
•*  down  was  perfectly  understood  by  those 
^  plenipotentiaries.  The  undersigned  have 
•*  therefore  only  to  repeat,  that  they  can- 
•*  not,  consistently  with  the  instructions  of 
^  their  government,  do  otherwise  than  in- 
•*  sist  upon  the  previous  recognition  of  this 
**  principle.  It  is  on  this  condition  alone 
"  that  they  are  authorized  to  continue  the 
"  negociation/'  2dly,  that  on  the  14th 
inst.  the  undersigned,  together  with  the  earl 
of  Yarmouth,  had  again  the  honour  to  state 
in  writing  to  his  excellency,  the  minister 
for  foreign  af&irs:  *^  The  silence  of  their 
^*  excellencies  the  plenipotentiaries  in  this 
*^  respect,  gives  us  reason  to  presume  that 
^*  we  must  not,  at  the  present  moment, 
''  expect  such  an  explanation  on  their  part. 
^'  Impressed  with  thb  idea,  we  desire  to 
**  pat  an  end  to  the  general  expectation 
^*  of  both  nations,  considering  the  slight 
^  appearance  there  is  of  seeing  it  realised. 
**  We  feel  that  the  demand  we  make,  under 
^  siKcfa  circumstances,  of  passports  for  our 
**  return,  may  be  susceptible  of  interpre- 
**  tations  of  a  nature  to  retard  the  happy 
*^  moment  when  the  views  of  the  French 
^<  government  shall  approach  nearer  to 
**  those  which  it  had  been  supposed  to  en- 
^'  tertaio.  It  is  in  ord^r  to  prevent  the 
^  possibility  of  such  a  misinterpretation, 
**  that  we  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  as- 
**  sore  your  excellencj,  that  a  step  which 
*^  would  have  the  effect  of  causing  any  ob- 
**  atade  to  the  renewal  of  the  negociation, 
**  would  be  very  fisr  from  our  intention, 
*^  tbobgbi  frbm  the  reasons  which  we  beve 
^  deteiled,  we  find  ourselves  obliged  to 
**  po^  an  m^4  tp  our  flutnro,"— The  un- 


dersignedf  on  finding  that  noi 
mf|de  to  these  communications,  peieuacted 
himself  thaC  this  delay  might  pny:6ed  from 
dispositions  favourabjlb  to  4lw  progress  <^ 
tlie  oegociation,  and  that  he  i4ioukl  be  at 
length  rewarded  by  an  answer  conformable 
to  Uiis  expectation ;  even  wfaen  be  found 
that  no  answer  arrived,  he  still  persevered 
m  a  conduct  which  must  have  incontestable 
proved  the  sincerity  of  the  desire  he  had 
evinced,  to  receive  explanations  which 
might  enable  him  to  follow  up  the  objects 
of  his  mission.  But  if,  so  early  as  the  14tb 
inst*  the  undersigned,  together  with  the 
earl  of  Yfirmouth,  found  himself  obliged 
to  observe  to  his  excellency  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs,  that  he  feared  (from  the 
silence  of  their  excellencies  the  French 
plenipotentiaries)  that  no  answer  would  be 
given  on  the  subject ;  and  if,  at  that  period^ 
they  thought  it  incumbent  on  them  to  de* 
clare  the  necessity  they  were  under,  in  pur» 
suance  of  their  sovereign's  orders,  of  de# 
mending  passports  for  their  departure^  the 
undersigned  has  no  occasion  to  remark  to 
his  excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  a!^ 
fairs,  how  imperiously  the  fresh  delays  that 
have  taken  place  since  that  date,  prescribe 
to  the  undersigned  the  pressing  renewal  of 
this  demand«**-The  undersigned  must  at 
the  same  time  add,  that,  not  being  able  to 
persuade  himself,  that  in  case  an  unfavour- 
able answer  had  been  intended,  his  excel* 
lency  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  would 
have  so  long  deferred  the  adoption  of  the 
only  alternative,  namely,  the  sending  pass- 
ports, he  does  not  even  now  ^ve  up  the 
hope  of  a  renewal  of  the  proposal,  such  as 
the  ministers  of  his  Britannick  maj.  under** 
stood  it  to  have  been  made  on  the  part  of 
the  French  government,  since  it  is  thus 
alone  that  the  expectation  of  both  nations 
can  at  last  be  realized.  Even  if  these 
hopes  should  not  be  well  founded,  the  un« 
dersigned  will  never  regret  a  delay  which 
has  afforded  him  the  opportunity  of  mani^ 
festing  in  an  unequivocal  manner,  the  sin<^ 
cere  desire  of  a  solid  and  houourable  peace 
which  his  maj.  has  never  ceased  to  enter* 
tain,  and  of  which  his  maj.  has  given  the 
most  convincing  proof,  in  authorising  the 
undersigned  to  negociate  on  the  basis  pro- 
posed in  the  first  instance  by  France,  {t 
is  with  this  view  that  the  undersigned  bai 
borne  so  long  a  state  of  uncertainty,  with* 
out  making  the  least  observation  on  tbc^ 
unaccountable  dehijr*-^Tlie  undersigned, 
in  now  requesting  his  excellency  the  mi"* 
nism  for  foreign  afittii  to  tnttsniit  to  bin 
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provisionallyt  and'for  the  |>uTpose  of  being 
made  use  of.  in  the  cases  already  pointed 
out)  passports  for  himself  and  bis  suite, 
conceives  that  he  has  adopted  the  only 
means  for  preventing  the  necessity  he  might 
otherwise  find  himself  under  (if  he  was 
forced  to  repeat  this  demand)  of  accom- 
panying it  by  representations,  such  as 
«i[ould  be  authorized  by  the  law  of  nations^ 
and  by  the  dignity  of  his  sovereign.  (Signed) 
Lauderdale. 
Second  Inclosure(B.)— Copyof  a  note  from 

t^e  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.Talleyrand ; 

dated  Paris,  Aug.  25lh,  1806. 

The  silence  still  maintained  by  their  ex- 
<;ellencies  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  as 
veil  as  by  his  excellency  the  minister  for 
foreign  affairs,  after  the  official  note  deli- 
vered by  the  undersigned  and  the  earl  of 
Yarmouth  on  the  Uth  inst.  after  the  letter 
addressed  to  his  excellency  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  on  the  Uth  inst.;  and 
»rter  the  official  note  of  the  undersigned 
dated  the  22d  inst.,  appears  clearly  to  an. 
iK)unce,  that  the  French  government  has 
;ibandoncd  every  wish  for  peace,  on  the 
conditions  which  they  themselves  had  in 
the  first  instance  proposed,  and  which  the 
lAnderslgnied  has  uniformly  declared  to  be 
the  sole  basis  gn  which  he  was  authorized 
%o  negociale  with  that  government. --^In 
j.hiss):atc  of  .affairs,  the  undersigned  cannot 
flatter  himself  with  the  possibility  of  any 
advantage  resulting  from  the  prolongation 
A?f  his  stay  at  Paris;  he  feels  too  that  farther 
delay  would  nece&sarily  give  to  both  na- 
tions and  to  all  Europe  reason  to  believe, 
that  peace,  the  object  of  their  desires,  is 
pn  the  point  of  being  concluded,  at  the 
very  moment  when  all  reasonable  hope  of 
attaining  it  appears  to  be  completely  at  an 
end.-:-The  undersigned,  strongly  impres- 
sed vviih  this  idea,  tinds  himself  obliged  to 
terminate  his  mission,  by  making  to  his 
excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
the  formal  demand  of  passports  for  his  re- 
.iurn  into  the  presence  of  his  sovereign. — 
y\t  the  same  time,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  spirit '  of  conciliation  which  has  con- 
^ta^Lly  characterized  his  whole  conduct 
smce  his  arrival  at  Paris,  the  undersigned, 
ai  the  moment  when  he  feels  himself  obli- 
ged by  his  instructions  to  demand  his  pass- 
j>Qrts,  cannot  resojve  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bihty  of  a  communication  on  the  part  of 
,tbe  French  government,  of  a  nature  to 
enable  him  to  carry  on  the  negociation, 
,althougl^y  from  the  continued  silence  of 
,ihat  goverument|  he  can  scarcely  retain 


hopes  of  so  favourable  an  issue.-^It  will 
not  therefore  be  until  the  morning  of  Wed« 
uesday  the  27th  inst.  that  the  undersigned 
will  have  the  honour  of  calling  on  his  ex- 
cellency the  minister  for  foreign  aSairs,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  formal  and  defini- 
tive demand  of  the  necessary  passports  for 
himself  and  suite,  lie  has  only  to  add, 
that  the  passports  which  he  proposes  to  de- 
mand M^ill  be  far  his  immediate  return,  and 
not  to  be  made  use  of  according  to  circum- 
stances,   as    he   lately    demanded    them. 

LAtTDBftDALE. 

No.  43. — Copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  Earl 

of  Lauderdale  to   Mr.  Secretary  Fox; 

dated    August  29th,    1806.— Received 

September  3d. 

Sir;  In  my  last  dispatch,  dated  August 
the  25th,  I  had  the  honour  of  stating  to  yon 
the  detail  of  the  negociation  till  the  after- 
noon of  that  day.  At  11  o'clock  at  night, 
I  received  from  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
France  a  note,  intimating  their  desire  of 
having  a  conference  on  the  subject  of«th6 
note  written  by  lord  Yarmouth  and  myself, 
on  the  11th  of  the  month.  Of  this,  as 
well  as  of  the  answer  agreeing  to  the  pro* 
posal,  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  copies 
(marked  A.  and  B.)— On  the  26th,  at  the 
hour  appointed,  I  went  to  the  office  of  the 
minister  of  the  interior,  where  I  found  M» 
de  Champagny  ^nd  gen.  Clarke,  the  two 
plenipotentiurieff  of  the  French  goverur 
tnent.  The  general  result  of  what  passed, 
impressed  me  with  a  conviction  that  thei 
French  plenipotentiaries  no  longer  thought 
of  making,  peace,  upon'  the  grounds  on 
which  France  was  understood  to  desire  it 
at  the  time  of  lord  Yarmouth's  communica-i 
tion ;  and  I  am  confident  that  the  part  I 
bore  in  the  discussion  thoroughly  satisfied 
them,  that  I  was  resolved  firmly  to  adhere 
to  the  ground  which  I  had  taken  in  the 
note  of  the  1 1th,  on  which  I  was  invited  to 
hear  their  remarks. — The  hour  of  dinner 
terminated  our  conference,  a  renewal  of 
which,  on  any  day  I  should  name,  was  after 
dinner  anxiously  solicited  by  M.  de  Cham,, 
pagny.  I  objected  to  it,  as  apparently  uu^ 
necessary,  and  only  calculated  to  protract 
my  stay  in  this  country  to  no  purpose ;  but 
before  1  left  him,  expressed  my  willingness 
to  comply  once  more  with  the  wishes  of 
the  French  plenipotentiaries,  as  a  fartheir 
mark  of  my  anxiety  to  do  any  thing  which 
even  they  could  think  had  a  tendency  to 
produce  that  peace,  which  his  majesty  was 
so  anxious  (o  accomplish  on  equi^ble 
terms ;  and  ^^uoilj^r  meeting  waa  fixed,  to 
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take  t>lace  on  Friday  the  29th,  at  3  o'clock. 
—-Late  on  the  evening  of  tiie  26th,  I  waited 
on  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  for  the 
purpose  of  informing  him,  that,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  France,  I 
liad  agreed  to  a  renewal  of  the  conference. 
He  had  gone  to  St,.Clond,  and,  as  by  the 
minister's  absence,  I  haa  no  opportunity  .of 
explaining  my  reasons  fof  not  waiting  on 
him,  for  the  purpose  of  asking  passports  as 
announced  in  my  note  of  the  25th,  I  thought 
it  right,  early  next  morning,  to  send  a 
letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed  (marked 
C.)- — On  the 27th, after  dinner,  I  had  a  very 
long  conference  with  the  minister  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  the  substance  of  which  con- 
Armed  me  in  the  opinion  I  had  antece- 
dently formed,  in  consequence  of  what 
passed  at  the  meeting  with  the  plenipoten- 
caaries  of  .France,  that  tliere  is  at  present 
no  disposition  to  make  peace  on  the  terms 
tendered  for  his  majesty's  acceptance ;  and 
I  am  convinced  you  will  have  the  same  im- 
pression, when  I  state  to  you  that  M.  Tal- 
leyrand, in  the  course  of  our  conversation, 
repeatedly  made  use  of  the  following 
marked  expression:  "  Jamais  I'empereur  ne 
cedera  un  grain  .de  poussiere  du  territoire 
Fran^ois/'i-r-ln  the  course  of  this  confe- 
rence, the  minister  frequently  alluded  to 
the  situation  of  Hanover,  and  stated,  that, 
within  eight-and-forty  hours,  its  fate  must 
be  determined  for  ever.  He  seemed  much 
surprised  that  nothing  appeared  lo  make 
any  impression  upon  me,  frequently  re- 
peating, that,  in  getting  the  Cape,  Malta> 
and  his  majesty's  Hanoverian  dominions,  1 
should  make  a gloriousL peace;  and  assuring 
me,  that  if*  this  opportunity  should  be  lost, 
he  did  not  foresee  any  means  by  which  peace 
bould  be  ever  attained,  as  the  emperor  was 
determined  to  make  war  all  his  life,  rather 
than  yield  any  part  of  the  territory  of 
France,  the  integrity  of  which  he  had  sworn 
to  maintain*-— Our  conversation  ended,  by 
my  assuring  him,  at  the  time  I  was  about 
to  retire,  that  while  these  sentiments  con- 
tinued to  prevail  in  this  country,  it  was  im- 
possible peace  should  be  made,  and  that 
with  the  knowledge  I  now  possessed  of  the 
opinions  entertained  by  the  French  govern* 
xneot,  I  could  not  acquit  myself  of  trifling, 
if  I  should  remain  any  longer  to  carry  on 
what  C  must  consider  as  a  farce. — After  a 
full  consideration  of  all  tliat  has  taken 
place,  I  faavey  thereforei  this  morning,  re- 
solved to  bring  things  to  a  point,  by  deli- 
vering to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  France, 
the  detailed  sote  of  which  I  inclose  a 


copy,  (marked  D.)     I  am,  &c.    LaudbIi* 

DALE. 

First  inclosure  (A.) — Copy  of  anote  from 
Messrs.  Champagny  and  Clarke  to  the 
Earl  of  Lauderdale;  dated  Paris,  August 
25th,  1806*. 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  his  majesty  the 
emperor  of  the  French,  king,  of  Italy, 
wishing  to  confer  with  his  excellency  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale,  his  Britannic  majesty's 
plenipotentiary,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
last  note  [of  the  11th  inst.]  his  excellency 
addressed  to  them,  request  his  lordship 
will  call  at  the  office  of  the  minister  of  the 
interior  to-morrow  about  3  o'clock  in  the^ 
afternoon,  where  they  will  meet,  provided 
the  hour  is  convenient  to  his  excellency.— 
M.  de  Champagny  has  the  honour  of  in- 
viting the  earl  ot  Lauderdale  to  dine  with 
hicn  after  the  conference,  and  hopes  that 
his  excellency  will  bring  with  him  to 
dinner  Messrs.  Goddard,  Stewart, and  Mad- 
dison*  (Signed)  Champ agky.Clarke*^ 
Second  inclosure  (B.) — Copy  of  a  note 
from  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  Messrs. 
Champagny  and  Clarke;  dated  Paris^ 
August  25th,  1806, 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale,  plenipotentiary 
from  his  Qi'itanuic  majesty,  has  the  honour 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
which  their  excellencies  the  French  pleni- 
potentiaries have  just  transmitted  to  him. 
He  will  do  himself  the  honour  of  calling 
at '  the  office  of  the  minister  of  the  in- 
terior, about  3  o  clock  to-morrow,  and  of 
dining  afterwards  wilh  his  excellency  M. 
de  Champagny.  Messrs.  Goddard,  Stew- 
art, and  Maddison  will  also  have  the  ho- 
nour of  dining  with  his  excellency. 
Third  inclosure  (C.) — Copy  of  a  note  from 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  Talley- 
rand ;  dated  Paris,  August  27  th. 
Sir ;  I  called  yesterday  evening  at  your 
excellency's  house,  that  I  might  have  the 
honourof  seeing  you,  and  of  informing  you 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  request  which 
was  yesterday  made  to  me  by  their  excel- 
lencies the  French  plenipotentiaries,  of 
another  conference  on  Friday  next,  |the 
129th  instanjt,  I  have  postponed  my  demand 
for  passports,  which  I  intended  to  make 
this  day  to  your  excellency.  Their  exceU 
lencies  the  French  plenipotentiaries  ap* 
peared  to  attach  so  much  importance  to 
my  consenting  to  another  interuew,  that 
I  gave  with  pleasure  this  new  pledge  of  the 
pacific  and  conciliatory  spirit  by  which  I 
have  ever  been  guided ;  and  if  I  cann/>t 
Hatter  myself  that  there  will  result  from 
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thb  demand  the  pmpect  of  a  happy  i$8u# 
to  the  negociation,  I  shall  at  least  have  the 
tatisfactton  of  bavins  agsiri  manifested  in 
the  most  unequivocal  manner,  how  much 
my  personal  sentiments  agree  in  this  re- 
spect with  those  of  my  government,  and  with 
what  eagerness  I  avail  myself  of  every  op- 
portunity of  giving  to  the  persons,  with 
whom  this  negociatbn  has  procured  me 
the  advantage  of  heing  acquainted,  fresh 
marks  of  the  dis^nguished  sentiments 
which  I  shall  never  cease,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  entertain  towards  them.  1 
am,  &c.  LAVDcaDALB. 
Fourth   inclosure  (D.)— ^opy  of  a  note 

from  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  Messrs. 

Champagny   and  Clarke;  dated  Paris, 

f  9th  August,  1806. 

The  undersigned  plenipotentiaiy  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  being  on  the  point  of 
lenewing  with  their  excellencies  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  the  conference  of  the  26th 
instant,  thinks  himself  obliged  to  lay  be- 
fore their  excellencies  the  state  of  the  ne- 
fociation,  such  as  it  stood  after  the  note 
transmitted  on  the  part  of  the  undersigned 
and  of  the  earl  of  Yarmouth  on  the  12th 
instant*  Their  excellencies  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  will  perceive  from  this 
statement,  that  (he  discussion  is  come  to  a 
point  which  will  no  longer  permit  the  un- 
dersigned to  continue  it,  unless,  by  the  ad- 
mission of  the  only  basis  on  which  he  is 
authorised  to  negodate,  their  excellencies 
should  afibrd  him  fresh  motives  to  justify 
such  a  determination.— -In  tlie  official  note 
transmitted  to  their  excellencies  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  on  the  19th  of  August, 
It  was  observed  to  them,  *'  That  the  British 
•*  government,  far  from  pretending  to  *  ex- 
••  act  from  the  French  government  every 
**  restitution  which  may  suit  their  conve- 
^  nience,  without  being  bound  to  make 
•*  any  restitation  to  France,'  never  expres- 
**  sed  any  other  wish  than  that  of  treating 
'*  with  the  French  government  on  the  ba- 
**  sis  which  was  proposed  to  her  by  France 
**  herself;  as  it  is  expressed  in  thie  note  of 
'*  lord  Lauiierdaie,  vis.  *  to  treat  gene 
"  raHv  upon  the  basis  of  ii^i  po$Hdeiist 
^  which  was  to  be  scrupulously  observed, 
**  eaccept  in  the  case  of  Hanover,  which 
"  was  proposed  to  be  ceded  to  his  Britan- 
**  nic  majesty,  with  all  its  dependencies.' 
**  That  even  if  it  were  possible  to  mistake 
'*  the  result  which  would  necessarily  fol. 
*<  low  from  this  principle^  the  verbal  dis- 
^  cussions  which  took  place  on  the  9th  in- 
**  ^tant,  between  the  French  plenipoten. 


'*  tiaries  and  the  undersigaedt  leave  no 
'<  room  for  doubt,  whether  the  proposition 
**  thus  laid  down  was  perfectly  understood 
'*  by  those  pknipotendaries.  The  under- 
**  signed  have  therefore  only  to  repeat, 
"  that  they  cannot,  consistently  with  the 
"  instructions  of  their  govemmentt  do 
'*  otherwise  than  insist  upon  the  previoua 
"  recognition  of  this  principle.  It  is  on 
''  this  condition  alone  that  they  are  autho- 
**  rised  to  continue  the  oegociatioD."'-*' 
This  note  remained  without  answer  till  the 
25th  of  that  month,  when  their  excellen- 
cies the  French  plenipotentiaries  informed 
the  undersigned  by  a  letter,  that,  *^  the 
**  plenipotentiaries  of  his  majesty  the  em* 
^  peror  of  the  French,  king  of  Italy,  wish* 
"  ing  to  confer  with  his  excellency  the. 
**  earl  of  Lauderdale,  his  Britannic  n»-. 
**  jesty's  plenipotentiary,  upon  the  subject 
'*  of  the  last  note  his  excellency  addroMod 
^  to  them,  request  his  lordslnp  will  call  at 
**  the  office  of  the  minister  of  the  interior 
"  to-morrow  about  5  o'clock  in  the  after* 
"  noon,  where  they  wiH  meet,  provided 
**  the  hour  is  convenient  to  bis  exceUeu* 
cy."— The  undersigned  forbears  making 
any  observations  on  the  length  of  the  in« 
terval  which  elapsed  between  the  sending 
the  note  of  the  11th  and  the  period  wheii 
it  was  answered ;  as  well  as  on  the  manner 
in  which  their  excellencies  avoided  enter- 
ing  into  discussion  in  writing  on  the  con^ 
tents  of  that  note,  according  to  the  usage 
of  all  times,  and  of  all  countries,  whenever 
afiain  of  such  importance  aie  in  question. 
He  confines  himself  to  remark  that,  when^ 
after  so  long  a  delay,  and  the  undersigned 
accepted  an  invitation  from  their  excellen- 
cies to  fenew  the  discussions,  in  die  hope 
of  receiving  at  length  the  decbion  of  the 
French  government  on  the  contents  of  the 
official  note  of  tlie  1 1th,  ttte  conference  ap- 
peared to  tend,  on  the  part  of  their  excellent 
cies  the  French  plenipotentiaries  solely  to 
engage  the  undersigned  to  present  the  detail- 
ed project  of  a  treaty.— -The  undersigned, 
jointly  with  the  earl  of  Yarmouth,  had  al- 
ready, in  the  note  of  Che  1 1  th  inst.,  formally 
declared,  that,  until  France  had  adopted  the 
basis,  such  as  the  British  government  under- 
stood it  to  have  been  originally  proposed  by 
her,  he  could  not  enter  into  a  detaued  nego* 
ciation .  If  indeed  the  undersigned  could  have 
forgot  himself  so  far  as  to  accede  to  the  pn>« 
position  made  at  the  last  eonfcrefl(ce  by 
their  excellencies  the  French  plenipoten- 
tiaries, it  would  not  only  have  been  neces- 
saiy  for  that  purpose,  that  Ue  sboold  hava 
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aibtfl24oiied  the  only  6ottditioii«  whieb  his 
instructioiig  atitbamed  hxvatcf  admitj  as 
the  basistbf  the  ftegoc'mtion,  bat  moteover 
thee  he  should  expose  himself  t6  a  mani. 
fest  cofttfadictton,  in  presenting  at  ^M  .a» 
entire  project  of  a  treaty^  the  details  of 
whreh'  were  to/  result  from  the  negotiation 
itself;  a  negociaf  ion  which  the  undersigned 
bad  dedared  that  hd  could  not  entet  upon 
tfli  after  a  previofis  acknowledgement  of  the 
basis  \n  question. — Ih  this  stat^  of  things, 
the  undersigfted^  after  ha^ihg  attended, 
conformably  to  the  desire  of  their  excel- 
lencies the  F^enth  plenipotentiaries,  at  the 
oooferences  which  they  proposed  to  him  j 
after  having  maturely  reflected  on  all  the 
comtt)uniGation»  whidh  he  hadteceired 
from  tJieir  excellencies,  and  thus  fufly  con- 
ifJDOed  himself^  that  the  pres'eht  views  of  the 
French  governmeift  are  faB  different  from 
^ose  which  hisftrttanni^  Majesty  had  a  fight 
to  expeotfrom  them  ^in  at^ofd,  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  ne'gociation  can 
henceforth  have'  no  other  effect  than  that 
of  keeping  np  in  both  nations,  a  hope 
which  cannot  be  reaifizedt  the  underisignfed 
tliinke  it  hik  duly  formally  to  declare  to 
their  excellencies  the  French  plempoten- 
iiarieSf  the  resolution  whicfr  he  has  taken,  in 
conformity  to  the  instruction  of  his  sove- 
reign, to  put  an  eftrd  to  his  mission^  'ffce 
admission,  In  writing,  of  the  basis  so  oifteti 
brought  forward  by  the  undersignedy  can 
alone  occasion  a  change  in  thb  determtna-* 
tion.  (Signed) 

No.  44,*»"Extract  ffom  a  dispatch  from 
the  Earlof  Laaderdale  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Fox;  dated  Pari^^ Angiist 50th,  180&< 
Received  September  id^ 
Sir}  When  I  reflect  on  the  eonfeintsof 
the  dispatch  i  had  the  honour  of  making 
»p  for  yon  yesterday^  1  cannot  help  anli- 
eipating  the  surprise  with  which  you  must 
receive  the  mtelligence,  that  I  am  now  un^ 
der  an  engagemtht  to  renew  the  conference 
with  the  plenipofepttaries  of  Fraace,  on 
Hiursdoy  the  4th  of  September^  On  go 
Mig  yesterday jf  at  ^  o'clock,  to  the  office 
of  the  minbter  of  the  interior,  I  confess  I 
did  not  foresee  the  possibility  of  any  thing 
oecorriiig  that  conra  prevent  ttiy  executing 
llie  resolation  t  had  formed,  of  demanding 
passports  this  mpraing,  and  of  retnrniug 
nnme<fiately  to  England,  i  trust  I  need 
scarcely  assure  yoa,  that  I  have  as  strong 
aa  impression  as  any  man  can  have,  of  the 
hadceneeqitences  thai  may  attend  exhibit- 
ing any  thing'irlHcbl^okt  like  Tarsatility  of 


conduct  f  andy^t,under'(heoircixflfi9<aft'6ei]r]f 
which  i  fbttffd  myself  plated,  I  am  satisfied 
I  had  fto  choice,  and  that  I  oonld  not  re* 
fuse,  \^ith  propriety,'  the  solicitations  of' 
the  French  plenipotentiaries  to  renew  tiie 
conference*— At  the  coimwencement  of 
our  interview,  i  perceived  a  disposition  to 
greater  <:ordTaKty  than  I  had  hilherto  ex*^ 
perienced.  To  M.  de  Champagny's  en- 
qtrity^  whether  they  &ad  been  fortuiiale' 
:enoughf  by  what  they  had  Said,  to  induciS' 
me  to  deli  v<*^  the  proj'ect  of  a  treAy,*!  aa- 
sweted,  by  t^allirtg  to  his  recolte'ction, 
the  reason^  ihad  fortoerly  stated- fbr  decli- 
ning such  a'  pToceeditig  tiH  th^  basis  -th^t? 
had  origilial^jr  bee#  proposed  wai  agaib^ 
formally  r^ogoized ;  and  i  inforttied  him^ 
that,  in  order  to  gi^  them  an  acctrrate 
view  of  my  conception  of  the  subject,  I  ha^ 
prepareci  a  note  which  I  WisJied  to  sabmit 
to  them,  delivering  t6  therti  the  note^  a 
copy  of  which  I  had  the  h6tionr'  of  inclo- 
sing ip  my  dtspaich  of  Aogust  29th.-^Af- 
ter  r^ing  t^s;  riote,  and  dbservirtg  in-^e^' 
^neral't^t  they  did  not  know  whether,  if 
weshould  come  to  apartfeftlar  expfetia- 
!tion,  we  might  not  arrfVe  at  a  oon'eksioti 
coincident  itt  its  efflfl^ct  wlfh-  the  object  I 
bad  in  Vi^w,  whcfa  I  in^iiErled  6ii  the  gene-' 
jri^  pirinciple^  th*y  entiere^'intSo  a  detail 
'wHi  respect  teethe  necessity  Of  isome'  im»^* 
mediate  detertufinatioft  on  the  sfetbjiect'  df 
'Hataover,  and  efterwafcfe  stated  their  vicwrf 
as  to  the  ^rench  possessions  in  the  East 
'lftdie?,*t1je  I>titch  colonies,  St.  Lucie^  and 
Tobago  I  owM  of  which,-  they  taKced-in  a 
style  so  perfectly  diflfeA^t  from^  any  thing: 
I  had  before  heard,  that  I  sliould  f^bt  bier 
more  surjjrised  iff  At  our  next  coftferencCij 
they  were  to  give  them  up,  than  I  was  at 
the  change  of  tone  manifested  on  this  occa« 
sion*— A  great  deaf  more  passed  m  the 
way  of  general  conversation ;  all  of  Which 
>  tended  to  shew  me,-  thaty  although  they 
were  still  at  a  wide  distance  from  such? 
terms  as  I  could  accede  to,  they  had  \von- 
derfully  relaxed  from  the  tone  they  had 
antecedently  a^amed.— M.-de  Cliaflftpagny 
then  ittvi  ted  me  tb  Aame  a  day  for  resu-- 
ming  onr  conference.  To  this,  I  decidedfy 
objected,  admittintg,  at  the  same  tiofre^  tha^ 
they  had  made  concessions  in  the  course  of 
our  discussion;  but^  adding,^  that  they 
were  still  so  far  from'  agreeing  to  admit 
what  the  English  government  unilormly 
conceived  the  original  proposition  to  Uavd 
conveyed,  that  I  could  not  yet  indulge  any 
hopes  of  gur  coming  to*  an  agreement,  and 
shotrld  therefore  feel  it  necessary  to  termi* 
N 
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nmte  my  Bii8sion.^**M.  de  Chainp«gB  j  asked 
me  with  fome  warmth,  whether  I  wished 
forrpeace  ou  the  terms  vrhich  I  myself  had' 
suted  ?  whether  I  thought  mj^setf  autbo* 
rized,  after  the  cooc^ssions  they  had  just 
made,  to  refuse  them  time  to  coDStder 
bow  much  further  they  alight  go?  and 
whether  I  might  not  reasonably  eotertaip 
bope§  that,  with  a  little  time,  the  difieren- 
oea  which  appeared  now  to  sepurate  US| 
might  vanish  ?  On  receiving  ^u^h  a  remon- 
^ance,  I  thought  it  impossible  not  to 
ag<[c^  to  ^  renewal  of  the  conference ;  and 
a:f^er  soipe  conversation,  Thursday .  was 
fixed  for  Uiedaj  of  our  meeting. . 
No.  45. — Extract  from  a  dispatch  from 
^,  Jiarl  Spencer  to  the  Earl  of  Lfiiiderdale ; 
!  dated  0owniug4traet,  September  4tb, 

:  '  My  lord ;  I  am  commanded  by  his  m^ 
j^sty  to  inforpi  your  lordship,  that  he  is 
pleased  to  approve  entirely  the  conduct 
yott  have  held  in  the  cirpumstaoces  detailed 
myour- last  dispatches^  and  to  expiess  his^ 
majesty^s  satisfaction  in  the  good  effect 
which  appears  to  have  resulted  frqm  it. — 
{t  is  proper,  however,  tp  remark^  that  as 
^eFrenchplei^lpojten.tiaries  have  aot  bound 
themselves  as  yet:by  any  ^ritten/notet  nor 
have  even  io,  conversation  aigreed  to  replace: 
the  negociation  pn  its  true  basis ;  the  p;i^ 
sent  appearances .  of  greater  facility  qo 
thei:r  part,  may  probably  arise  oiJy  from 
their  desire  of  keeping  yovir  lor^dship  at 
Paris  till  the  answer  fi^om  PetersbgrgU  shall 
be  received;  an  object  which  your  lord- 
ship's last  note  had  shewn  them  they  could 
no  longer  accomplish  without  sqme  depar- 
ture from  the  ground  on  which  they  have 
hitherto  stood. — ^If  the  Russian  treaty  shall 
Qot  he  ratified,  his  majesty  is  then  (as  I 
have  already  observed  to  your  lordship) 
replaced,  with  respect  to  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  in  the  same  situation  as  before  tlie 
signature  of  M.  d'Oubril's  treaty;  but 
with. the  additional  tye,  which  the  two 
courts  would  in  that  case  feel  from  the 
fres)i  proofs  each  ^will  have  given  to  tlie 
other  of  a  steady  adherence  ^^  the  system 
of  alliance  :  and  it  will  then  be  necessary 
^hat  Qur  peace  shall  be  so  far  made  depen- 
dent on  that  of  Russia  as  is  pointed  out  in 
the  instructions  originally  given  to.  lord 
Yarmoutb.-^Since  the  above  was  written, 
we  have  received  the  important  intelligence 
contained  in  the  indorsed  papers  [intelli- 
gence of  the  refusal  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia  to  ratify  M.  d'Oubril's  treaty]  co- 
pies of  Which  I  have  thought  it 'necessary 


to  forward  to  yon  without  a  momenl%  de» 
lay,  for  youc  i^iorm&iioo  ;  the  caae  is  aW 
ready  provided  ^rin  this  dispatch,  and  in 
the  present  stiate  of  our  information  on  the 
subject,  I  have  nothing  to  add  t^  what  i» 
above  stated^  A  few  days  will  now  probably 
'put  us  in  possession  of  the  further  views 
and  intentions  of'  Russia,  to  which  refe*^ 
rence  must  pf  course  be  had  in  every  stic« 
ceeding  stage  of  the  negociation  ;  and  as  I 
shall  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  to  your 
lordshipepch  fresh  instructions  as  these  may 
give  rise  to,. so  we  shall  be  anxious  to  hear 
as  soon  as  possible  from  you  what  effect 
this  eveatioiay  produce  on  the  dispositioil 
of  the  French  government^  .     .'  j 

No*  46. — Extract  fronv  a  dispatcb.rfeona 

the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  Mr.  Secflpetary 

Fox  ;  dated  Paris,  Sept.  4,  lSQ6^•**-^Re-' 

ceive.d  Sept.  7lih» 

Sir ;  In  my  last  dispatch  I  informed  yoa 
that  in  ooBse,%uence  of  the  solicitations  of 
the  plenipp^Btiaries  of  France,  urged  ia 
the  maocKr  I  there  stated  to  yov,  I  had' 
consented. to  a  renewal  of  the  conference 
this  day  at  three  q'clodk. — About  half  past 
two  I  received  froQ»  M.  Talleyrapd  a  npte, 
a  copy  of  which  (narked  A«}y  ^  v^eH  a» 
of  nfy  answer  (n^arked^B.),  I  now  inclose* 
— ^6n  gping  to  H^  Talleyrand's-pfiice,  1 
found  him  just  returned  from  St.  Cloud* 
He  began  by  informing  qae  that  till  yester- 
day they  bad  receivea  no  cei'tain  .iDriforma-* 
tion  from  Petersburghj  but  that  the  cou- 
rier who  arrived  last  night,  had  brought^ 
intelli^pcQ  that  the  [emperor  had  positively 
refused  tp  ratify  th^  tre^aty.  He  stated  that 
be  had  the  .^niperor^s  orders  to  say  that  this 
change  of.  circumstances  would  certainly 
induce  him  to  make  peace  with  England 
00  au2re  favourable  terms  than  he  would 
otherwise  have  at  presei^t  consented  to ;  and 
further  to  declare,  that  as  he  wpuld  find  it 
necessary  to  give  to  his  plenipotehtiarie& 
new  instructipn6;.so  he  thought  it  proper  to 
communicate  this  to  me,  that  I  might 
write. to  my  cQUrt  to  ipeo^ive  also  sncb 
fijrthef  instructions  as  they  might  think 
prpp^  to  give.-— Iti  answer  to  a  questioa 
which  I  Qsked,  whether  there  was  any 
reason  to  expect  the  arrival  of  any  minister, 
to  renew  the  negociation  ou  the  part  of 
Russia,  he  said  that  no  information  on  that 
subject  had  been  received.  On  taking 
leave,  I  assured  M .  Talleyrand  that  1  should 
report  to  you  the  apparent. openness  with 
which  the  commi^nication  had  been  made, 
and  that  I  should  dispatch  a  courier  thia 
evening  witb  (he  iafoxxaatioo* 
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First  lodosure  (A.>— Co]>y  of  a  note  from 
M.  Talleyrand  to  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale ; 
dated  Paris,  Sept.  7,  I8O6. 
The  minister  for  foreign  affairs  has  re* 
eeived  tbe  orders  of  his  majesty  the  em- 
peror and  king,  to  hold  a  conference  this 
day  with  his  excellency  lord  Lauderdale. 
He  has  therefore  the  honour  to  propose  to 
his  excellency  to  call  at  tlie  office  for  fo. 
reign  affairs  at  half  past  two.     He  begs 
him  to   accept  the  assurance  of  his  high 
consideration. 

Second  inclosure  (B.)— Copy  of  a  note 
from  tbe  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  Tal- 
leyrand; dated  Paris,  Sept ^  4,  I8O6; 
half  past  two  P.  M. 

Lord  Lauderdale  has  this  instant  received 
the  note  dated  the  4th  Sept.  by  which  his 
excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
proposes  to  lord  Lauderdale  a  conference 
at  his  excellency's  office  this  day  at  half 
past  two  o'clock.— This  invitation  was  not 
delivered  at  lord  Lauderdale's  hotel  till 
half  past  two,  the  time  specified  for  the 
conference  :  but  lord  Lauderdale  will 
have  great  pleasure  in  waiting  upon  his 
excellency  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at 
farthest. 

No.  47.— Extract  from  a  dispatch  from  the 
Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Fox;  dated  Paris,  Sept.  7,  1806,-^Re- 
ceivedSept.  11th. 

Sir;  I  received  last  night,  by  the  courier 
Parsons,  the  dispatch  dated  the  4th  Sept. 
signed  by  the  earl  Spencer.-vThough  the 
latter  part  of  it  is  written  in  the  knaw. 
ledge  tbat  the  emperor  of  Russia  ha^  re- 
fused to  ratify  the  treaty  made  by  M. 
d*Oubril,  and  refers  to  the  instructions  an- 
tecedently given  me,  on  the  supposition 
that  this  event  should  take  place,  I  shall 
delay  pressing  for  any  renewal  of  the  con- 
ferencee,  till  I  shall  receive  further  advice 
from  England.— 1  am  led  to  this  resolution, 
because  I  wish  to  bear  from  you  after  you 
have  reeeive<J  my  dispatch  of  Sept.  4th, 
and,  because  I  furtlier  think  that  it  would 
be  highly  advantageous  previously  to  be 
informed  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
communication,  which  the  court  of  Peters- 
borgb  intends  to  make  to  the  French 
government,  with  respect  to  the  basis 
on  which  his  imperial  majesty  will  re- 
aew  the  negociation.  And  it  appears  to 
me  ffom  the  note,  a  copy  of  which  you 
traniBmitted  to  me^  that  a  communication 
of  this  sort  may  be  daily  expected, 
Ko,48.— Extract  ^om  adispatch  from  Mr. 
Secretary  Windham  to  the  Earl  of  Lau- 


derdale; dated  Downing-street,  Septl  10|, 

1805. 

My  lord;  Your  lordship's  dispatch  of 
Sept.  4,  has  not  failed  to  engage  his  ma-' 
jesty's  most  serious  attention.  The  lan« 
guage  held  by  M.  Talleyrand  appears  di- 
rected to  the  object  of  engaging  his  ma- 
jesty in  a  separate  negociation,  to  the  ex-* 
elusion  of  Russia;  but  the  interests  both' 
of  this  country  and  of  Europe  have  al-' 
ways  been  considered  here  as  essentially 
connected  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
strictest  union  of  councils  and  measures 
between  his  majesty  and  the  emperor  of* 
Russia.  It  was  with  deep  regret  that  his 
majesty  saw  the  apparent  violation  of  this 
principle  in  the  separate  treaty  signed  by 
M.  d'Oubril;  and  he  cannot  but  consider 
the  steady  and  upright  conduct  of  the  em^ 
peror  of  Russia  on  that  trying  occasion,  as 
imposing  on  his  majesty  a  fresh  obligation 
not  to  separate  his  interests  from  those  of 
so  honourable  and  faithful  an  ally. — Your' 
lordship  must  therefore  in  the  first  place 
represent  to  the  French  government,  that 
the  refusal  to  ratify  M,.d'Oobrirs  treaty, 
has  replaced  the  two  courts  in  their  former 
state  of  close  and  intimate  alliance ;  and 
that  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  France  to 
separate  them,  must  henceforth  be  con- 
sidered as  hopeless.  She  can  now  form  no 
expectation  that  she  can  conclude  peace 
with  either  of  them,  until  the  negociation 
with  the  other  shall  be  brought  to  the  same 
conclusion.— In  reverting  to  this  resolu^ 
tion,  his  maj.  does  •  not  however  desire  to 
carry  the  operation  of  this  principle  at  all 
farther  than  before.  He  has  no  objection 
to  its  being  understood  as  was  expressed  to 
lord  Yarmouth  in  Mr.  Fox's  letter  of  the 
26th  of  June,  that  the  two  courts  shall 
treat  separately  in  form,  but  in  substance  - 
in  concert  with  each  other.  In  this  mode 
of  treating,  the  separate  interests  of  Great' 
Britain  and  France  may  as  before  be  sepa- 
rately discussed  between  them.  But  his 
majesty  is  determined,  as  is  expressed  in  . 
the  same  dispatch,  that  he  will  not  come  to 
any  6nal  agreement  without  the  consent  of' 
Russia ;  and  that  -  any  arrangement  of  the 
points  depending  between  him  and  France, 
is  to  be  considered'  as  provisional,  abd 
subject  to  the  case  of  a  like  arrangement 
to  be  made  by  his  ally.— With  respect  to 
the  separate  interests  Of  Great  Britain,  his 
majesty  adheres  to  the  basis  originatty  pro- 
posed to  him  by  France,  and  on  which  yotir  * 
Idp,  has  so  often  had  occasion  to  insist,  that 
of  the  uti  possidetu  for  the  two  powers  and 
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tkeir  aJUieft  in  all  par^  of  the  wpiU*  «kh 
&e  single  exception  of  th/e  restitution  of 
HaAoyer^j^  hfr^ii^  been  origM^aBy  attacked 
ion  grounda  which  cannot  be  dfifended^— 
This  is  the  ofier  of  France  as  originally 
made  to  his  majesty;  it  is  the  demand  on 
which  his  majesty  still  thoifight  fit  to  insist, 
when  apparei^tly  abandoned  by  Russia; 
and  his  miyesty  has  no  desire  of  increasijig 
it  ^nder  circtim^tances,  which,  accordii^g 
to  the  avow,al  of  France  bersel/i  entitle  his 
majesty  to  expect  more  favourable  condi- 
tions thai^  France  has  lately  been  inclined 
to  accede  to,  Tlie  uti  pomdetis  thus  de« 
spribed,  must  howeyer  now  of  necesaity 
include  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  .-«•£ very  en** 
deavour  was  made,  in  tb<B  outset  of  the  ne. 
go/ciation  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  Naples 
to  his  Sicilian  ma|p*sty ;  and  the  grounds  on 
which  it  was  thought  fit  finally  to  desist 
froi|^  that  claim  op  the  part  of  his  majesty 
are  detailec)  in  the  correspondence  of  this 
office  with  lord  Y^i'mouth  and  your  lord- 
ship.f>*Bat  the  case  of  Sicily  was  always 
deeme4  ^o  be  widely  different  from  that  of 
Naples.  Our  actual  occupation  of  that 
island  brings  it  fully  within  the  benefit  of 
thjc  ^ti  fqmdetU,  And  receut  events  h^ve 
sliewn  ^ow  very  distant  ^y^  the  hopes  of 
jCon(|uest  in  thut  quarter,  which  were  so 
rpuch  relied  upon  jn  oni?  of  the  notes  pre- 
sented to  your  lordship  by  the  French  ple- 
nipotentiaries-— Lord  Yarmouth  had  been 
pnjformly  inatri^cted  to  insist  on  this  de- 
IT^and  as  a  sinp  qud  noH  condition  of  all 
firrangeiQents  for  peace.  On  the  r^fp^al  of 
prance  to  accede  to  this  claim,  his  Iprdship 
l\^d  actually,  in  pursuance  of  those  iu* 
i^tructions,  demanded  his  p^sports,  and  it 
was  not  in  the  sau^lliest  degree  departed 
from  or  relaxed  m^til  a  desire  w^. ex- 
pressed to  him  by  M.  d'Oubril,  that  this 
^vernmept  would  listen  to  proposals  for 
^n  equivalent  to  be  given  for  Sicily,  In 
j^ompliance  with  the  supposed  wishes  of  his 
ajiy,  and  on  that  ground  alone,  his  ipa- 
jesty^  consented  to  entertain  the  considera- 
tion of  si^cb  an  equivalent,  but  noujs  has 
^yer  been  si^ggested  thaj^  appeared  at  all 
likely,  to,  meet  the  just  expectations  which 
his  Sicilian  i^ajesty  woi^ld  have  been  en- 
titled to  foro^  on  that  head,  And  his  maj. 
1^8  now  t))e  9at^fajction  of  learqiPg,  thai 
^be  septin^entf  of  hL?  ally  have  in  fact  never 
]b0on  diiierept  froQdi  hf9  p^ri  PU  this  point ; 
^d  t)iat  the  preger^ati<m  pf  j&icily  is  con-, 
^idered  ifk  llussia/  as  well  tfjB  ip  England, 
as^jtfst  cof>ditioxi  01  any  p^acewith  France. 
4Q\)x>jtb.$te»e|jrp|}ndS|  therefor^,  i^th  pn 


tt^.priocipls  ladfftfeii  for  <his4>wp  n«gocia« 
tion,  and  Oil  Uie  ground  of  his  detenntnar 
tion  not  to  separate,  himself  from  Russia^ 
his  majesty  tbii^Ms  it  absolutely,  necessary  to 
maintain  this  point  with  the  same  firmness 
which  he  had  originally  manifested  respect- 
ing it,-n>Tbi8  includes  all  that. is  necessary 
to  say  on  any  point  respecting  the  iuime« 
diate  interests  of  this  country,  or  of  any 
possession  hitherto  kupwn  tp  be  occupied 
by  his  majesty's  arms. 
No,  49.  -r  Copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the 

Earl  of  LaudBrdaUi  to   ^arl   Spencer ; 

dated  Paris,  Sept,  18,  I8O6.— Received 

Sept,  25. 

My  lord ;  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
the  dispatch,  signed  by  Mr.  Secretary 
WindbaiQt  dated  Sept.  IQ,  late  in  the  even« 
ing  of  Friday  last.— 9>UnfortuDi^tely  I  had 
a  slight  degree  of  fever  for  four  days  pre* 
ce*ding»  and  I  never  was  mo  re,  unfit  than 
on  Saturday  morning  tp  attend  to  business 
of  such  ^  ipagnitude.— -On  considermg  the 
instructions  contaiaed  in  the  dispatch  with 
all  the  attention  I  could,  they  appeared  to 
me  to  relate  to  two  distinct  subjects ;  first, 
to  the  form  and  manner  in  \vhicb  his  mai> 
jesty  thought  proper  thgit  I  should  conduct 
the  negociatlon:  secondly,  to  the  terms 
which,  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  iwp  countries,  it  is  proper  to  ask.— «-To 
this  distinction  I  conceived  it  to  be  the  more 
necessary  for  me  tp  attend,  because  I 
thought  it  regular  and  proper  to  address 
what  I  had  to  say  on  the  first,  point  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  whereas  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  France,  should  the 
government  authorise  them  to  proceed, 
seet^ied  thi^  proper  channel  of  xommunicai*, 
tion  Qp  tl)p  second. — in  pursuance  of  this| 
idea,  1  immediately  wrote  a  note,  a  copy 
of  which  (msirked  A*)  I  inclose,  addressed 
to  M.  Talleyrand,  vi^hich  I  sent  by  Mr,Cod- 
dard  iti  the  evening,  as  I  was  myself  cop«i 
fined  tp  my  bed-— ^Qt^  Monday,  about  five 
o'clock,  M.Talleyrapd  called, and  though 
I  was  very  ill  at  the  tippe,  I  resolved  to 
admit  him.  He  sat  upwards  of  half  m 
hour.  7he.  outline  of  hi&  conversation 
consisted  in  his  ej^pressin^  a  desire  to  h^ve 
a  full  communication  with  me,  in  hi^ 
assuring  ipe,  that  if  the  difficulties,  jp 
respect  of  form,  could  be  got  over,  he  did 
not  think  the  objections  to  the  terms  wonld 
be  n^aterlalf.end  that,  where  peace  W4^ 
seriously  in  view,  as  it.  was  widi  theia,  it 
figured  as  an  ojpject.of  such  importappe  as 
to  give  a  di^ositiop  to  atoommodate  about 
condHloi^^  in  i  v^rd,  tbttt  te  )i§d  Uwt 
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doobt  ibat  h^  wd  I  would  arrange  the 
l>U8iness.*!-Q|i  Biy  part,  I  stajbed,  that  I 
was  afraid  he  'proceeded  on  the  supppsi- 
iipo  tii^t.1  KMgl^  give  way  id  some  of  the 
pc^ats  in  auesUoB,  arhich  I  Uiought  it  fair 
to  assure  aim  at  once  waa  impossible.  I 
«t^tQd  to  ^ioi  generally  the  demaDds  I  was 
Iq  make  oo  ihe  part  oi  England,  which 
would  DO  wa^  vary  ^oin  die  terow  we  had 
origiaaliy  Awdei:stood  to  ha»e  heen  propo- 


iD  the  iBOrnitig  totally  disquali^ed  (or  ex^ 
ertion^  1  wrote  to  him  a  note  of  which  ( 
now  inclose  a  copy  {marked  B*)'^Youjr 
lordjBhip  \vi'U.  perceive^  .^hat  m  this  note  I 
pressecjl  for  an  answer  in  writing,  in  a  inan** 
,ner  as  strong  and  as  inoffensive  as  Xjcould 
devise.-^On  the  morning  of  the  17tb,  I 
wrote  to  M.  Talieyraad  a  short  note 
(marked  C.)  expressing  my  desire  that  fap 
would  come  to  me  any   time  after  three 


sed;  and  /^at  he  saust  expect!  would  be | o'clock,  which  was  hardly  dispatched  be^ 
w  positive  in  relation  to  the  conditions  for  |  fore  I  received  a  letter  from  his  excellency, 

announcing  tiie  arrival  of    a    courier  at 
Boulogne,  and  the  melancholy  account  of 
Mr.  Foam's  death*     A  copy  of    this,  to* 
geiher  with  my  answer,  a  copy  of  which 
(marked  D.  and  £^)  I  have  the  honour  of 
iaclosiug. — In  the  evening  I  received  the 
inclosure  (n^arked  F.)  from  which    your 
lordship  will  perceive  that  I  shall  at  last 
have  a  meeting  with  M.  Talleyrand  to« 
morrow  at  one  o'clock.— >I  have  the  honofir 
tobe^  &c«  Laude&pale. 
First  inclosure  ( A.)--*-Copy  of  a  note  from 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  Talley- 
rand;  dated  ParisyS^pt.  13,  1806^ 
The  undersigned,  plenipotentiary  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  lost  no   time  in  trans* 
mitting   to  his  court  the  communicatioii 
which  his  ex<:ellency  the  minister  for  fo«i 
reign  afiairs  made  to  him  on  Thursday  the 
4th  inst. ;  and  he  now  hastens  to  reply  to 
that  communication,  by  informing  his  ex- 
cellency of  the  line  of  conduct  his  majesty 
has  thought  proper  to  direct  him  to  pursue 
under  the  present  circumstances.— His  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  ever  anxious  to  maintain 
the  intimate  connection  and  alliance  which 


Russia,  with  which  ha  was  acqu4^inted,  as  I 
should  he  with  respect  to  any  fioint  more 
p^uliarlyofBcitiah  interest.  Ithenthpught 
it  right  to  introduce  the  sobj^t  of  my 
having  no  powers  from  Russia,  observing 
that,  although  there  might  be  some  irre- 
gularity in  this  mode  of  proceeding,  yet 
ibat,  uader  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  case,  it  seemed  unavoidable,  be- 
cause the  principle  and  fedings  of  his 
majesty  would  never  permit  him  to  think 
of  treating,  but  in  such  a  manner  as 
inight  insure  to  the  court  of  Peursbm-gh 
an  honourable  peace,  at  the  moment 
that  peadh  should  be  con;pluded  between 
England  and  France ;  and  that  unless 
I  could  he  allowed  to  state  the  objects 
of  ^.ttssia,  this  could  be  hardly  efiect* 
ed. — He  assurec)  me  that  they  would 
wave  all  objections  with  regard  to  form, 
and  that  they  would  be  perlectly  ready  to 
hear  me  on  the  subject  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  ]R,ussia ;  his  objection  to  my  proposal 
being  founded,  not  op  the  circumstance  of 
my  wanting .  powers  from  B^ussia,  but  on 
the  Vicry  unusual  proposal  of  concluding  a 


treaty,  which^  when  signed^  was  only  to  I  subsist  between  his  majesty  and  the  empe 
take  place  in  a  certain  event.     I  mentioned  |  ror  of  all  the  Aussias,  naturally  finds  in  the 


to  him  that  the  same  thing  had ,  been  done 
in  Palis  in  1732,  when  Mr.  Oswald  conv 
eluded  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Dr.  Franklin 
sad  Mr.  Adam .«— During  tii^  whole  of  this 
/Conversation,  I  had  gone  even  oi^t  of  .my 
way  fo  repeat  to  him  the  i^ecessity  of  his 
iayii^g  bis  account  ^yith  ray  adhering  rigidly 
to  the  tierais  I  had  detailed ;  and  jet  he 
left  D^e  vrith  such  eimressions  as  cojuld  not 
&il  to  create  a  belief,  that  h.e  intended  to 
accede  to^  my  propositions  .•rrAt  the  mo- 
aient  be  quitted  me  I  wi^s  much  better  tl^an 
I  bad  beei^  for  soqae  d^ys,  and  was  in 
such  hopes  that  I  wasalK>Mt  to  get  well, 
that  I  undertook  to  write  to  hiiy^  next 
o^iniii^  Tuesday  the  l6tb^  to  say  whe- 
ther I  could  appoint  a  n^eeting  in  the 
ooDTB^  of  Uiat  day.  ynibrtunately  I  had 
» miserably  faiKl  i?ight|  ai^d  Coding  myself 


recent  conduct  of  his  illustrious  ally,  and 
in  tiie  proofs  which  he  has  lately  afforded  of 
the  interest  which  he  takes  in  the  welfare 
of  Qreat  Britain  and  in  the  general  happi- 
ness of  Europe,  additional  motives  not  to 
separate,  in  any  case,  his  interests  fron^ 
those  of  the  court  of  St,  Petersburgh.<— It 
is  not,  however,  the  intention  of  his  nia- 
jesty  to  carry  this  principle  farther  than  the 
earl  of  Y^finouth  was  instructed  to  carry 
it  by  Mr.  Fox,  in  his  lordship's  communi<» 
cations  with  the  French  government.  There 
is  nothing  to  prevent  the  interests  q(  Great 
Britain  and  of  France  from  being  treated 
separately :  oply  his  majesty  does  not  au« 
thorize  the  undersigned  to  sign  any  treaty 
except  tprovisionally :  such  treaty  not  to 
have  its  full  effect  until  peace  shall  have 
been  concluded  between  that  faithful  ally 
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of  Great  firiiain  and  France.  '  It  is  upon 
these  ccnditions  alone  that  the  undersigned 
is  at  present  'aothorized  to  negociate.«-The 
undersigned  has  orders  to  add,  that  his 
Britannic  majesty,  fully  acquainted  with 
the  desire  entertained  by  th^  court  of  8t; 
Petersburrgh  for  peace  upon  conditions  re- 
ciptocaliy  honourable  and   advantageous, 
«nd  at  the  same  time  compatible  with  the 
interests  of  Europe,   has  authorised  iiim 
to  impart  to  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
Xhe conditions  upon  which  Russia  (accord* 
iag  to  the  full  and  perfect  knowledge  his 
Britannic  majesty  has  of  the  intentions  of 
Chat  court)  would  be  willing  to  negociute 
with  the  French  government ;  to  reduce 
theas  into  the  form  of  a  treaty  in  the  event 
4>f  their  being  agreed  to  on  both  sides ;  and 
to  insert  an    article  in    the    provisional 
treaty  between  G.  Britain  and  France,  by 
which  his  Britannic  majesty  should  engage 
to  employ  bis  mediation,  for  the  ptirpose 
of  obtaining  the  accession  of  his  majesty 
the  ^emperor  of  all  the  Russias  to  the  said 
treaty ;-*Tiie  undersigned  is  aware  that  he 
ought  to  make  the  official  communication 
of  the  conditions  to  the  French  plenipo- 
tentiaries :  in  the  mean  time,  and  for  the 
satisfaction  of  his  excellency  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs,  he  has  no  difficulty  iii 
telling  him  that  they  will  be  in  substance 
the  same  as  those  which  have  already  been 
communicated  to  bis  excellency  by  his  ex- 
cellency baron  de  Budbei^,— The  under- 
signed expects  with  great  impatience  the 
answer  to  this  commuivication,  which  his 
excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
vrill  have  the  goodness  to  send  in  writing. 
It  is  the  more  necessary  for  him  to  receive 
It  in  that  form,  as  his  court  has  remarked 
that  the  communications  tbfe  undersigned 
has   already  made,    have    ifrequently  re- 
mained without  a '  written  ans^nrer.^^The 
undersigned    has    the  honour,  ^e.  Lau- 
derdale. 

becoud  inclosure  (6.)-r-Copy  of  a  note 
.  ifK>m  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  Tal- 
leyrand ;  dated  Pans,  Sept.  l6,  1806. 
Lord  Lauderdale  has  the  honour  of  in- 
forniing'  his  excellency  M.  Talleyrand,  that 
he  has  passed  a  very  bad  night,  and  iinds 
himself  utteily  incapable  of  entering  upon 
business  to-day .«^Lord  Lauderdale  will 
have  the  hoooor  of  writing  to  his  excel* 
lenc^  to-morrow  morning,  when  he  hopes 
the  indisposition  under  which  he  now 
labours,  will. have  taken  such  a  turn  as 
mayr  Enable  him  to'  hold  the  conversation 
witlii^bia  excellency,  which  he  so  much  de- 


sires.—Lord  Land«frdale  hopes,  neverthe* 
less,  that  his  excellency  wQl  be  pleased,  at 
this  interview,    to  put  into  bis  hands  a 
written  answer  to  his  last  note;— Me  en- 
treats his  excellency  to  believe,  that  it  it 
by  no  means  from  a  desire  or  insisting 
upon  a  demand  merely  because  it  has  been 
once  tnade,  that  he  now  renews  it,  but  the 
orders  of  his  court  are  positive  in  this 
respect,  and  lord  Lauderdale  feels  it  th« 
more  indispensable  for  him  to  remind  his 
excellency  of  this  circumstance  at  the  pre* 
Sent  moment,  since  he  finds  himself  called 
upon  to  treat  for  a  court  from  wliich  he  ba^ 
received  no  direct  powers.— Lord  Lauder* 
dale  has  the  hdik>ur,  &c.  Lavdsrdale. 
Third  inclosure  (C.)— Copy  of  a  note  from 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  Talley* 
rand ;  dated  Paris,  Sept.  17>  1805. 
Lord  Lauderdale,  although  still  too  un. 
well  to  leave  the  house,  thinks  himself  abU 
to  hold  a  conference  with  his  excellency 
M •  Talleyrand  to-day,    if  his  excellency 
will  do  him  the  honour  of  coming  to  thci 
hotel  de  i'Empire,  any  time  after  tbreia 
o'clock  that  may  best  suit  his  excellency.— 
Should  this  proposal  interfere  with  his  ex* 
cellency's  engagements,  or  be  in  any  other 
respect  inconvenient  to  him,  lord  Lauder, 
dale  hopes  to  he  able  to  go  out  to-morrow, 
and  will  wait  upon  his  excellency  M.  Tal«* 
leyrand  at  whatever  hour  may  best  suit 
him. — He  has  the  bonour,  &c.  Lavder* 

DALE. 

Fourth  inclosure  (D.>— Copy  of  a  note  from 
M.  Talleyrand  to  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  i 
dated  Paris,  Sept.  If,  1806. 
The  prince  of  Benevento  has  this  mo- 
ment learnt  that  the  messei^r,  John- 
son, is  arrived,  and  will  be  in  Paris  lo-day* 
It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  the  prince  of 
Benevento,  at  the  same  time,  heard  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Fox,  of  which  event,  be  has 
the  honour  of  informing  his  excellency  lord 
Lauderdale.  Mr.  Spender  succeeds  Mr. 
Fox  provisionally.— The  prince  of  Bene- 
vento bope«  that  lord  Lauderdale  finds 
himself  better  to-day.  He  has  the  honour. 
&c.  Ch.  Mav.  Talleyrand,  prince  of 
Benevento. 

Fifth  inclosure  (E.)— Copy  of  a  note  from 

tlie  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M*  Taliey^ 

rand  ;  dated  Paris,Sept.  17,  1866.  • 

Lord  Lauderdale  received  -the  note  that 

his  exceflency  the  prince  of  Benevento 

9ent  him  this  morning,  at  the  moment  when 

he  had  just  dispatched  the  note  in  whiefa 

he  proposed  to  hold  a  conference  with  hia 

^xcclt^qpy  tfMs  day.      Lord  Lawlerdale 
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presumes  that,  considering  the  state  of  his 
health,  and  the  approaching  arrival  of  (he 
messenger,  his  excellency  \»ill .  agree  with 
him  in  opinion,  that  the  conference  mi^y  he 
postponed  till  to-morrow.^ — Lord  Lriiuder-^ 
dale  thanks  his  excellency  the  prince  of 
Beneyento  for  his  attention  in  ac<|.uainting 
binxwith  the  arrival  of  the  courier.  The 
death  of  Mr,  Fox  occasioned  him  no  sur- 
prise ;  and  it  appears  frocn  -what  his  excel- 
lency mentiqna,  in  hi§  note,  that  the  seals 
of  the  foi)eiga  department  (as.  is  usually 
the  case)  have  been  provisionally  entrusted 
tp  lord  Spencer,  secretary  of  state  for  the 
hoi^e  department,  iintil  a  successor  is  ap^ 
pointed.'^Lord  Laudei^ale  has  the  hor 
x]Our,Ac.  Lauderdaj.£«  - 
Sixth  inclosure  (F.) — Copy  of  a  npte  from. 

M»TalIeyrand  to.the  Earl  of  Lauderdale ; 
.  dated  Sept  17, '}.80ff.    .  .       .    '., 

The  minister,. for. ibreign  affairs,  on  his 
return  from  St«  CloAid,  ;  found „tbe  note 
which  hiB  excellency  Iprd  Lauderdale  had 
done  him  the  l^qnpur  of:  writing  to  hinvi- 
He  re^ts  extreme^  the  qonUi^^ed^indis- 
poptioa  of  .his  excellency.  ,Toynorjaw; 
being  the  dftyQf  l^iy  ofBoii^  attendance  at 
St.  Cloudy  he  cauQot  have  the  honour  pf 
seeii^  his  exc^epey^  bg  t  h§  will  npt  fail  to 
wait  uppnhim  th^^e^tday  aboqt  1  oVlpcW 
-^Uehas  the  honoiirv&c.CMfMAV.-  T^h^ 
LCYRAND,  prince  of  Beuevento. 
No.  59.<i«-TCopy^  of  ^m  dispatch  fvoi^  the 

£ari  of  Lauderd^e  to  .Earl.Spci^er  ; 

dated  Paris,    Sept^rl^,   l§Q|^»*^Efcei- 

▼ed  Sept  22.    .  . 

My  lord;,  At  oq^ o'clock  |his  day,  M. 
Talleyrand  called  upon  me  aocording  to 
the  appointment  whicli  I  annoiMiiced  to  yqur 
lordship  in  x^y  last  dispatjch*  I  immediately 
perceived,  that  his  plan  wa^  tp  exhibit  ex- 
treme civility,  which  no  one  kuQwa  better, 
how  to  execute.  After  some  time  sp^nt  in 
compliments,  and  in  condolence  ofi  the 
great  loss  the  world  had  sustaine4t .  ^^  tpld 
me,  that  as  I  insisted  on  an  answer  in 
writing,  one  wa3  prepared,  which  contained 
a  declaration  consonant  to  what  he  suppo- 
sed me  to  wish  on  the  two  most  material 
points,  ^st.  That  the  emperor  was  willing 
to  admit  of  an  article  being  introduced  to 
answer  the  objects  1  had  in  view  i^  relation 
to  tlussia,  and  to  instnict  his  plenipoten- 
tiaries to  hear  me  with  respect  to  the  in^. 
rests  of  that  power.  I2dly,  That  France 
would  be  ready  to  make  great  concessions 
4>r  the  purpose  of  obtaining  peace.<^Aiter 
some  convenation,  all  tending  to  impress 
^  witb  tbe  idea  that  peace  was  their  main 


object,  and  that  they  were  even:  r^ady  Xo 
make  any  sacrifice  to  seeure  it ;  he  produ^ 
ced  the  paper  to  which .  he  had  alluded 
(marked  A.};  and  which  I  had  at  first  un*- 
derstood  he  meant  to  transmit  to  me  when 
he  should. go  home«<-^Before  he  opetiediit, 
he  looked  at  me,  and.  said,  that  there  was 
a  mixture  in  it  of  what  perhaps  I  should 
npt  like,  bat  that  I  must  take  the  evil  with 
the  good.  He  begged  that  I  would  allow 
him  to  read  it  through  without  interrupting 
him;  When  he  had  finished,  I  jsaid.that  I 
should  of  course  send  such  an  answer  as  I 
thought  becoming  and  proper.  I  told  him, 
and,  I  trusty  with  perfect  temper  and  se^m* 
ing  indifrereqce,  that  the.  most. important 
thing  for  m^  to  know  was^.  whether  these 
concessions  would  be  to  the  extent  of  al- 
io wipg  us  to  retain  what  they  h4d  origiaal-^ 
ly  proposed  ?  He  answered^  that  t\(f^  em* 
peror  ,woold  leave  every  thing. open  to  the 
pleiEiipptQntiariea«-^Qu.  bis  ||oi;ag .  away ,  I 
felt  mjrs^lf  so  extremely  fatigued,  in  conse* 
quince  Qf.  the  i)^eak  state  in  which  niy  W^fi 
iUness.hasIeft  me,  ^hat.I  was  obliged  So  lie 
dowq  a^d  reeruijt  my  strength  before  ]  jspul^ 
ti)rn  my  mind  to  the  Ibr^iatioa  of.  wbat  t 
copceived  to  be.  a  proper  answer  Iq.hift 
note..  I  trpst  yoUiT  lordi^hip  will  approve 
of  the  answer  I  have,  sent,  a.  copy  of  vfhicb 
l.bave  vbe  hpaoikr  of  inclosing, (marked  3*) 
My  .i^tbject  in  framing  .it,  was  to  facilitate  as 
much  •as-  possible  the  immediate  progress 
of  t)ie.  negotiation,  apd^at  the  sapie  tip9e» 
]to  let  the  goveruinent  of  FrancQ  fegl  that  I 
was  alive  \o  what,  ip  point  of  dignity«  be* 
longed  to  the  plenipotentiary  of  his  Sritau- 
nick  majesfty.  I  have,  &c.  Lavdeai>ai«s« 
First  iwdosure  CA.)-^opy:of  a^npte  deli- 
vered by  M.  Talleyrand  to  the  )£arl  of 
Lauderdale;  da,ted  Sept.  18th,  19Q6. 
Tb^  undersigned,  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  laid  before  his  majesty  the  em* 
peror,  king  of  Italy,  the  note  which  his:  ex* 
cellency  the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  his  BritannicK  niisjesty> 
did  him  the  honour  to  address  to  him  on 
the  13th  of  this  raqnth. — His  majesty  the 
emperor  and  king  sees  with  regret  that  the 
uegqciation  Sjeems  to  take  every  day  a  re- 
trograde cour^e,^  and  he  is  at  a  los^  to  dis- 
cover what  point  the  English  gover^jxient 
wish  to  at^iin.— In  the  first,  inst^ce,  obso- 
lete forms  were  brought  forward  and  urged 
for  opr  acceptance,  the  text  and  the  sub- 
stance of  which  had  never  been  admitted, 
nor  even  discussed,  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, and  when  this  difficulty  appeared  to 
be  removed,  and  thje  French  plenipoten- 
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tiaiies  beld  out  a  piospeci  of  sacrifices 
Tfbicll  proved  more  and  mofo  the  desire  of 
their  government  for  pe«e6,  points  antece- 
dent to  Che  aegoeiation  wefe  reeurrred  tOt 
and  aqoedtioD  waa started i^in wbieb had 
been  three  times  decided ;  1st,  by  the 
powers  grveh  tO'M#  d'Oubril,  with  which 
his  Brttaonick  wsgesty's  plenipotentiaries 
were  acquaiut^^  afterwards  by  the  powers 
given:  to  the  earl  of  Yarmouth^  and  lastly, 
lor  the  third  tinie#  by  those  of  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale*  One  might  have  supposed 
that  a  discussion,  temtincited  before  the 
first  conference  of  the  respective  negocia* 
tors,  and  decided  evea  by  the  very  fact  of 
their  negociationt  vould  not  again  be 
brought  forward*— His  majesty  the  emperor 
wishing  however  to  give  a  fresh  proof  of  his 
nmform  desire  for  the  re^estabhsfament  of 
peace,  adheres  to  the  ibllowing  pfopesal ; 
That  the  negociaUoas  between  France  and 
£bgland  shiSl  continue;  that  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  majesty  the  kbg  of 
G.  Britain  shall  he  at  iifberty'to  introduce 
into  the  treaty,  either  as  a  public  or  a  secret 
article,  or  in  any  other  form  which  would  an- 
swer tfa^  satneend^wh^tever  he  may  Conceive 
would'tend  to  recooeife  the  existing  dilfe- 
reneea  between  France  and  Rrussia,  and 
inrould  procure  for  the  latter  a  participation 
in  the  benefits  of  peace,  it  being  well  nn^ 
derstbod,  that  no  proposals  shall  be  admit- 
ted except  such  as  are  respectively  honour- 
ahhi  dnd  are  not  inju/ious  to  t%e  real 
power  and  the  dignity  of  the  two  empires  y 
and  that  we  shall  not  see  again  brought 
fol^rard  the  extraordinary  proposals  which 
M.  de  Nbvosiltaoff  was  charged  to  make 
on  the  part  of  Rutoiar  and  which  having- 
marked  the  origin  of  a  coalition  conquered 
and  destroyed  in^its  birth,  ought  equally  to 
bei  forgotten  wi^  the  coalition  itself^  There 
are  proposf^ls  which;  beitig  only  the  result 
of  blin4  eenfidence,^  and  of  a  species  of  in- 
fbtuatton,  and,  being  founded  neither  on 
the  real'  force  of  the  parties,  nor  on  their 
geographicat  situation,  are  deprived  of  a  pa- 
cific character,  and  carry  with  them  their 
own  eo«demnation.-^France  ocigh  tneither 
to  ahaiKloii  the  interests  of  the  Ottoman 
empire,  nor  a  position  whieh  enables  her  to 
ansta^  that  empire  against  the  aggressions 
with  which  she  is  openly  men«ced  by  RuS'^ 
sia ;  but  a»  all  the  objects  destined  to  enter 
into  the  arrangesieiits  of  the  treaty,  must 
be  reiserved  for  discussion,  the  undersigned 
wilt  notseek  to  anticipate  the  result  which- 
it  may  produce«^-o}f»  after  the  changes 
whic  h  have  taken  place  inAe  cabinet  of 


his  Britannmkmajesty,  peace  is  still  wished 
for  in  England,  peace  may  be  made,  and 
that  without  delay.  The  emperoi'  will  not 
hesitate  to  make  softie  sacrifices  in  otder  to 
accelerate  it|  and  to  render  it  durable  ^  but 
if  the  dispositk)ns  for  pea<%  should  have 
changed  in  London,  if  the  wise  and  liberal 
views  manifested  in  the  first  commnntea- 
tions  which  took  place  with  the  iilnstribut 
minister^  whomb<yth  nations  lament,  should 
no  longer  prevail,  a  vague  dlMtnssion,  ifm* 
moderate  preten^ons,  and  aialMguous  pro* 
posals,  wide  of  that  tone  of  Mnkness  aud 
dignity  necessary  to  conduce  to  a  real  rc^ 
conciliation,  would  oAly  liave  the  eflbct  of 
producing  more  irriti^on,  and  wootd  be  tm-^> 
worthy  of  both  nations,  '  France  does  not 
pretend  to  dictate  either  to  Russia  or  to* 
England,  but  she  will  b^  dictated  to  by 
neither  of  these  powei^si  Let  die  condi^ 
tions  be  equal,  justy  and  tnoderate,-  and  die 
peace  is  concluded  ^  btttif  an  imperious  and' 
execrating  disposition  isetincedfif  prew 
eminence  is  afl<$etedr  iff  »*  a  wordv  it  is 
meant  (o  Skiafe  peaee,  the  emperor  mM  ther 
P^neh  people  viri{l>  not  even  notice  these 
proposals.  Confiding  in  themselves,  Htney 
will  sa^  as^a  natibn  of  antiquify  answered' 
its  enemies,  **  ifou  demwd  mar  «r«ir,  cmar 
and  iah  ^  ^Anir.''«-The  tmdersigiKdy.  kc*. 
CHr  Ma^«  TAirL»YaAN0,'  p^isc^  of  Benc*^ 
ventov-  ,  •'  '  - 
Seeond  fheloeurie  (B*)-^opy  of  4  note 

from  LordLaud^rMe  fo  M.  talteyrand  ;: 

dated  dept<t9th,18l)6< 

The  undersigned  plenipotentiliry  of  his^ 
majesty  the  king  of  G.  ftrita»nv in  answering, 
the  offifialndte  ^f  his  excellieticy^the  mi- 
mister  for%reign  afiiiirs,  dated  the  l^Sth 
ia^t.,  \rhicK  has  been  retf^H^  to-day^ 
begine  by  remarking,  that  he  purposely  ab^ 
staths  «s  m«ch  as  possible  from  ail  obser. 
vatien  upon  those  points  confoined  in  it/ 
which  are^  foreign  to>  the  immediate  object* 
in  question;  %  this^tneans*,  he  will  avoid 
discussions  oCa  nature^t^lead  him  to  forgets 
that  tone  of  moderation  whiefr  tt  is  bk  duty 
to  observe  in  the  whole  coarse  of  Ina  mis- 
sion. He-  will  thus  maintain  the  fine  of 
conduct  whieh  is  conformiiblie  to  thaf  lovei 
of  peaee,  which  characterizes  all  t^  procee*' 
dings  o#  the  king  ht»  master.— ^When  tha 
unc^rsigned  refieets,  lihat  he  came*  to  P^s-^ 
authorized  to  cotidude  peace  uponr  termr 
understood  to-  Rave  been  proposed  hf 
France^  that  nolwit^tanding-  the  refusal 
of  bi»  imperial  majesty  of  all  the  RUssias  tcr 
ratify  the  treaty  signed  •  by  M.  dTOubrif^ 
.and  the  splendid  successes- obtained  by  hitf 
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iDajesty's  arms  in  Spanish  Anoerica,  be  was 
authorized  to  give  assurances  (as  he  had  the 
honour  of  dcing  to  his  ej^cellency  the  rai- 
tjistet  for  foreign  affairs)  iha:t  the  demands 
of  his  court,  in  its  own  favour,  would  not 
io  consequence  of  these  successes  be  mate- 
rially increased  ;  the  undersigned  had 
reason'  to  be  surprized  at  finding  his  go- 
vfemmeot  charged  with  manifesting  an 
'**  imperious  and  exaggeratmg  disposition." 
He  is  not  less  astonished,  that  his  excellen- 
cy, in  replying  to  a  note  in  which  lord  Lau- 
"derdale  had  the  honour  of  explaining  dis- 
tinctry  to  him,  that  the  conditions  pointed 
•Out  by  his  excellency  baron  de  Bndberg, 
^'ere  in  substatice  what  would  be  insisted 
tjpon  by  G.  Britarn  in  favour  of  Russia^ 
should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  repro- 
bate so  strongly  tronditions  proposed  by  M 
de  Novosiltfeoff  under  totally  different  cir- 
t:umstances,  and  of  the  nature  of  which,  the 
andersigned*  is'  entirely  ignorant.— ^ever- 
thelipS9,  after,  the  explanations  given  by  the 
undersigned'  to  Uis  excell'ertcy  the  minister 
for  foreign  afllkiriir,  and' the  declaration  made 
by  birrt  to  hi$  excellency^  that  the  under- 
signed is  not  authorized  to  n^gociate  other- 
wise thaii  so  as  to  ensure  ttte  conclusion  of 
«  peaoe  with  "G.  Brltam  and  with  Russia  at: 
the  samemoment ;  and»  after  having  recei- 
ved, in  the  official  n'ote  of  yesterday's  date, 
assunmces  that  the  Trench  government 
idoes  not  reftise  the  admission  of  an  article, 
the  design  of  which  shall  be  to  provide  for 
this  indispensahle  object,  the  midersigned 
will  make  no  difBculty  in  resuming  the  con- 
frrences  with  their  exceHenci€»s  the  French 
plenipotentiaries,  as  sooti  ad  their  excel- 
lencies shail  be  duly  a«thori/ed  for  this 
purpose.^— The  undersigned,  &^C.  Lauder- 

No.  51.-i-Extract  froti*  a  dispatch  from 

the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  Earl  Spencer; 

dated  Pto-is,  Sept.  26\  1806.— Received 

Sept*.  28tli. 

Nothing  material  happened  after  the 
conference  with  M.  Talleyrand,  which  I 
detailed  iti  my  dispatch  of  the  19th  inst. 
till  the  22fd,  when  I  received  from  him  a 
communication,  informing  tne  that  the  em- 
peror bavingihought  gen.  Clarke's  services 
near  bis  person  necessary  in  a  journey  he 
wasr  about  to  uiidertakc  immediately,  M. 
de  CbamdHgny  would  be  instructed  to  con- 
duct singly  on  the  part  of  France  the  bu- 
siness of  the  negociation  iti  future.— This 
commonication  was  made  in  a  letter  which 
I  enclose  (marked  A.)  together  with  a 
copy  of  rtiy  answer  (marked  B.) — 0&  the 
VgL.VlH. 


23d,  being  anxious  that  the   negociation   ' 
should  proceed  as  soon  as  possible,  I  took    | 
the  opportunity  of    M.  de  Champagny'3 
sending  to  enquire  after  my  health,  to  urge 
him,  in  writing,,  to  renew  the  conferences 
without  farther  loss  of  time.     Your  lord- 
ship will  find  a  copy  of  my  letter  (marked 
C.)>  together  with  his  answer  (marked  D.) 
enclosed.— On  the  24th  I  received  from  M, 
Talleyrand  an  answer  to  the  deniand  I  had 
made  for  an  explanatiouon  the  subject  of 
passports,  in  my  letter  of  tfce  22d.     This 
communication  (marked  E.)  ^  think  it  pro- 
per also  to  transmit  to  your  lordship. — On 
the  25th  at  1  o'clock,  RI.  de  Charopagny 
called  on  me,  as  had  been  prev.iously  agreed, 
for  the  purpose  of  renewing  the  conferences. 
— After  the  usual  interchange  of  civilities, 
he  proceeded  to  say,  that,  to  secure  peace, 
the  emperor  had  dejtermined  to  make  great 
sacrifices. — l.^t,  That  tlanover  with  its  de- 
pendencies should  be  restored  to  his  maj* 
— 2d,  That  the  possession  of  Malta  should 
be  confirmed  to  Great  Britain. — 3d,  That 
France  would  interfere  with  Holland  to 
confirm  to  his  majesty  the  absolute  posses- 
sion of  the  Cape. — 4th,  That  the  emperor 
would  confirm  to  his  majesty  the  possession 
of   Pondicherry,  Chandernagore,   Mahee, 
and  the  other  dependent  comptoirs.— 5th, 
That  as  Tobago  was  originally  settled  by 
the  English,  it  was  meant  also  to  give  that 
island  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain. — ^To 
all  this  he  added,  that  what  he  had  nowF 
said,  proceeded  on  the  supposition,  that  Si- 
cily was  to  be  ceded,  and  that  the  French 
government  proposed  that  his  Sicilian  ma- 
jesty should   have  as  indemnity,  not  only 
the  Balearic  islands,  but  should  also  receive 
an  annuity  from  the  court  of  Spain  to  ena* 
ble  him  to  support  his  dignity. — I  here  in- 
terrupted him,  expressing  my  surprise  after 
the  full  explanation  I  had  with  M.  Talley- 
rand on  that  very  point,  that  the  possi- 
bility of  our  giving  up  Sicily  should  be 
mentioned  again.;  that  the  guarantee  of  it 
to  the  king  of  the  two  Sicilies  was  as  much 
an  object  with  England  as  M.  Talleyran(| 
knew  it  to  be  with  Russia ;  and  that  I  wag 
happy  to  take  that  opportunity  of  stating 
to  him  fairly,  that  I  felt  myself  bound  to 
consider  the  obtaining  for  Russia  the  ar-t 
rangement  which  she  desired,  as  an  object 
more  interesting  if  possible  to  England, 
than  those  points  whicli  might  be  consi- 
dered as  peculiarly  connected  with  her  owq 
interests.— He   informed    me,   that  there 
was  no  clause  in  his  instructions  empowering 
him  to  hear  ma  on  the  part  of  Russia;  but 
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that  he  had  even  seen  M.  Talleyrand's 
note  to  me,  and,  being  satisfied  that  this 
was  an  accidental  omissioni  which  would 
be  forthwith  remedied,  he  had  no  objection 
to  proceed  as  if  such  a  clause  had  been  in- 
serted.*—It  was  agreed  that  I  should  go  to 
bim  to  day  at  2  o'clock  to  renew  the  con- 
ference. 
First  inclosurc  (A.)^Copy  of  a  note  from 

M.  Talleyrand  to  the  Earl  of  Lauder- 
.    dale;  dated  Sept.  22,.  1806. 

My  lord ;  1  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  his  majesty  haviug  thought  it  tor 
the  good  of  his  service  to  retain  gen.  Clarke 
near  his  person,  during  the  course  of  a 
journey  he  is  about  to  undertake;  M.  de 
Champagny  will  henceforth  be  charged 
with  conducting  singly  the  negociation  en- 
tered into  with  your  excellency^ — I  have 
communicated  his  majesty's  intentions  to 
that  minister,  who  has  received  orders  to 
concert  with  you  such  measures  as  may 
prevent  any  interruption  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  conferences,  and  of  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  two  missions.  I 
should  at  the  same  time  acquaint  you, 
that  beins  myself  directed  to  follow  his 
majesty,  I  shall  nethertheless  continue  to 
correspond  with  your  excellency  as  before; 
the  general  order  of  Uie  service  being  such, 
as  to  secure  the  daily  and  regular  delivery 
ttf  all  dispatches  addressed  to  me  on  the 
affairs  of  my  department.  I  beg«  &c.  Ch. 
Mau.  Talleyrand,  prince  of  Benevento. 
Second  inclosure  (B.)->^Copyofanote  from 
'    the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M .  Talleyrand ; 

dated  Paris,  Sept.  22, 180^. 
'  Sir;  I  have  the' honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  excellenGy*s  letter  of 
this  date,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  M. 
de  Champagny  will  iu  future  be  directed 
to  carry  on  singly  the  negociation  with  me, 
and  that  this  minister  has  received  orders 
to  make  such  arrangements  with  me  as. may 
prevent  any,  interruption  to  the  continu 
ance  of  the  conferences  and  of  the  corre* 
spondence. — In  returning  my  thanks  to  your 
excellency  for  this  communication,  I  have 
the  hotiour  to  remark  to  you^  that  it  is  no 
lesa  essential  to  take  measures,  as  your 
excellency  i)H}1  doubtless  do  before  your 
departure,  ibr  ensuring  a  communication 
ty  messetgeits  with  my  government  during 
your  absence,  without  any  delay  or  ob- 
stacle whatever,  in  the  same  manner  as 
J)as  been  practised  since  my  arrival  here, 
]t  cannot  escape  your  excellency's  obser- 
vation how  impossible  it  would  be  for  me 
te  tranaiQut  to  you  in  sufficient  time  the 


demands  which  I  may  be  obliged  to  make 
on  this  subject,  as  occasion  may  require ; 
and  I  have  m  consequence  to  request  you 
would  have  .the  goodness  to  inform  me  to 
what  person  I  am  to  address  myself  for 
this  purpose  during  your  absence.  Ire* 
quest,  &c.  Lauderdalb. 
Third  inclosure  (C.)-^opy  of  a  note  from 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  de  Cham- 
pagny ;  dated  Paris,  Sept,  23,  1806. 
Sir;  It  is  impossible  to  be  more  sensible 
than  I  am  of  the  interest  which  your  ex- 
cellency takes  in  the  state  of  my  health. 
For  some  days  past  I  have  been  much  bet-< 
tcr,  and  I  now  consider  myself  quite  or 
nearly  well.  His  excellency  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  has  informed  mey  in  a 
note  of  yesterday's  date,  that  your  excel, 
lency  is  henceforward  to  carry  on,  singly, 
the  negociation  with  me*  The  state  of 
my  he^th  being  no  longer  an  obstacle,  I 
request  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
consider  me  at  your  disposal,  either  to  re- 
ceive you  here,  or  to  eall  upon  youi  as  it 
may  be  most  convenient,  in  order  to  re- 
sume the  conterences^  whidh,  from  various 
circumstances,  have  been  so  long  inter- 
rupted. I  request,  Sec,  LavderdaIaE. 
Fourth  inclosure  (D.) — Copy  of  a  note  from 
M.  de  Champagny  to  the  Earl  of  Lau- 
derdale ;  dated  Sept.  23,  1806. 
M.  de  Champagny  has  learnt,  with  the 
utmost  satisfaction,  the  re-establishment 
of  the  health  of  his  excellency  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale,  and  he  congratulates  himself 
oh  the  prospect  of  continuing  with,  his  ex* 
cellency  the  relations  on  which  he  sets  the 
highest  value.  He  is  extremely  anxious 
to  renew  t«ie  conferences  whicli  had  been 
interrupted;  but  the  extraordinary  busi* 
ness  occasioned  by  the  approaching  de-^ 
parture  of  the  emperor,  does  not  allow 
him  to  do  so,  either  to-day  or  to-morrow^ 
as  he  could  have  wished.  ,  He  has,  there^ 
fore,  the  honour  to  propose  to  his  lordship 
Thursday  next,  being  the  first  day  in  which 
he  shall  havQa  moment's  leisure.  The  con- 
ference shall  be  held  at  whatever  place  and 
hour  his  lordship  may  name;  ^nd  M.  de 
Champagny  requests  him  in  making  this 
appointment  only  to  consult  the  state  of  hia 
health.  He  requests*  &c.  Champagmt. 
Fifth  inclosure  (E.) — Copy  of  a  note  from 
M.  Talleyrand  to  the  Earl  of  {^auder* 
dale ;  dated  Paris,  Sept.  24, 1806. 
My  lord ;  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  I  have  taken  his  miyesty's  plea* 
sure  on  the  subject  of  the  letter  which  your 
exceUeney  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to 
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nie  on  tb«  22d  Sept.  and  tbat  bis  majesty 
immediately  authorized  M.  de  Chanipagny, 
his  minister  plenipotentiary,  to  deliver  to 
you  all  the  passports  which  may  be  neces- 
sary ta  insure  the  regularity  and  expedi- 
tion of  your  excellency's  communications 
with  the  ministers  of  his  Britaunick  majesty. 
I  have  the  honour,  &c.Cr.Mau.Talley- 
navD,  prince  of  Benevento. 
No.  52. — Copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the 

Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  Earl  Spencer; 

dated  Paris,  Sept.  Sff,  I8O6. — Received 

Sept.  28th. 

My  lord;  In  conformity  with  my  en- 
gagement made  yesterday,  which  I  had 
Uie  honour  of  mentioning  to  your  lordship 
in  my  former  dispatch  of  this  date,  I  waited 
cm  M.  Champagny  this  afternoon  at  2 
o'clock.  He  informed  me,  that  the  acci- 
dental omission  in  his  instructions  bad 
been  remedied,  and  tbat  he  had  now  pow- 
ers to  talk  with  me  on  the  interests  of 
Russia,  with  a  view  to  arrange  the  condi- 
tions on  which  France  would  make  peace 
with  that  country :  but  be,  at  the  same 
time,  proposed,  that  we  should,  in  the  first 
instance,  talk  over  the  terms  of  peace  be- 
tween France  and  England.  I  observed,  that 
as  the  greatest  difficulties  in  our  last  con- 
ference seemed  to  arise  from  the  condi- 
tions  tbat  I  had  proposed  as  necessary  to 
be  granted  to  Russia ;  and,  as  England  was 
resolved  not  to  make  peace  without  obtain- 
ing for  Russia  all  ihe  objects  on  which  she 
insisted,  I  thought  the  more  natural  order 
would  be,  to  resume  our  conversation  on 
these  last  topics. — A  long  discussion  ac- 
cordingly ensued,  which  ended  in  his  in- 
forming me  that,  on  the  subject  6f  conces- 
sion to  Russia,  he  was  authorized  to  com- 
municate to  me,  that  the  government  oi 
France  was  willing,  in  addition  to  the  treaty 
made  by  M.d'Oubril,  to  cede.to  that  power 
the  full  sovereignty  of  the  island  of  Corfu  ; 
bat  tliat  he  had  no  authority,  to  go  any 
farther.^I  then  informed  him,  that  1  was 
sorry  to  learn  that  the  negociation  was  at 
an  end,  for  that  toy  instructions  were  pre- 
cise, and  that  I  should  fed  it  my  duty,  the 
moment  I  left  him,  to  state  to  M.  Tall^y 
rand,  that  all  hopes  having  vanished  of 
bringing  the  negociation  to  a  favourable 
issue,  1  had  only  now  to  request  passports 
for  my  return  to  England.— Af^er  strong 
expressions  of  mutual  regard,  he  attended 
me  to  the  outer  room,  where  he  again  pro- 
posed a  renewal  of  our  conferences,  in  case 
his  government  should  give  him  new  in- 
structiooa.<«^My  answer  was,  that  I  bad 


no  choice  in  immediately'  applying  for 
passports ;  but  that,  as  long  as  I  remained 
in  this  country,  I  never  would  refuse  to  see 
him  ;  and  that  if,  before  my  departure,  he 
should  come  with  powers  to  grant  all  the 
objects  on  which  I  had  explained  myself,  I 
sho61d  feel  the  greatest  satisfaction,  though 
at  that  moment,  1  thought  any  appointment 
perfectly  unnecessary  .--On  my  return  homie 
I  sent  to  M.  Talleyrand  a  letter  demanding 
my  passports,  acopy  of  which,  (marked  A.) 
I  inclose';  and,  I  understand  from  the. 
courier  Basilico,  that  he  received  it  ten, 
minutes  before  he  got  into  his  carriage  to 
go  to  MentK. — About  6  o'clock,  I  received 
from  M.  de  Champagny  a  npte,  of  which, 
as  well  as  of  my  answer,  I  inclose  copies  to 
your  lordship,  (marked  B.  and  C.) — Whilst 
I  am  writing,  I  have  received  the  note, 
which  I  inclose,  (marked  D.) — I  have,  &:c.' 
Lauderdale. 

I  open  this  dispatch  to  inclose  a  note 
(marked  E.)  I  have  this  moment  received 
from  M.  de  Champagny. 
First  inclosure  (A.)---Copy  of  a  note  from 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  Talley- 
rand ;  dated  Paris,  Sept.  siS,  I8O6. 
Sir;  I  lose  not  a  moment  in  acquainting 
your  excellency  that  the  result  of  the  con- 
ference which  I  have  had  to-day  with  his 
excellency  M.  de  Champagny,  unfortunate- 
ly leaves  metio  hope  of  being  able  to  bring 
the  negociations,  on  the  part  of  G.  Britain 
and  of  Russia,  to  a  favourable  issue.  In' 
this  state  of  things,  and  according  to  my 
instructions,  no  part  remains  for  me  to 
take  but  to  address  myself  to  your  e^^cel- 
lency  for  passports,  for  my  return  into  the 
presence  of  my  sovereign.  In  thus  making 
this  demand  to  your  excellency,  1  cannot 
deny  myself  the  pleasure  which  I  feel  in 
expressing  my  thanks  for  all  the  personal 
attentions  which  your  excellency  has  shewn 
to  me  during  my  residence  at  Paris;  and 
in  assuring  your  excellency  at  the  same 
time,  of  the  sentiments  of  esteem  which  I 
have  always  felt,  and  which  I  shall  ever 
feel,  for  your  excellency,  I  request)  &c« 
Lauderdale. 

Second  inclosure  (B.)-«!Cojxy  of  a  note 
from  M.  de  Champagny  to  the  Earl  of 
Lauderdale ;  dated  S^pt.  !?6,  I8O6. 
M.  de  Champagny  has  made  a  report  to 
his  government^  of  the  confejrence  which  he 
this  day  held  with,  lord  Lauderdale  ;  us  se- 
veral day*  9iu;st  n^essary  elapse  before  he 
can  receive  freah  Oi^ders  from  his  govern- 
ment, he  things  it  may  tend  to  advance 
that  vety  desirable  object,  peace,  to  con* 
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Terse  again  on  the  subject  with  his  f  xceL 
tency ;  and  he  has  the  honour  to  propose 
to  his  excellency  to  receive  him  at  his 
bouse  on  Monday  next,  at  the  hour  which 
inay  best  suit  his  health,  M.  de  Cham- 
pagn}'  requests  his  excellency  the  earl  of 
l.auderdale  to  acc<:  pt  the  assuras^ces  of  his 
high  consideration. 
Third  inclsoure  (C.) — Copy  of  a  note  fropa 

the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  de  Chaip- 

pagny;  dated  Pa.ris,  Sept.  26,  1806. 

Lord  Lauderdale  has  this  instant  recei- 
Ted  the  note  of  his  excellency  M.  de  Cham- 
]^agny,  in  which,  after  informing  him  of  his 
paving  m^de  a  report  to  his  government  of 
this  day's  conference,  he  expresses  a  desire 
again  to  converse  with  lord  Lauderdale.  Al- 
though the  result  of  the  conference  which 
lord  Lauderdale  has  thi?  day  had  with  his  ex- 
cellency (at  the  conclusion  of  which  his  lord- 
ship thought  it  his  duty  to  ask  for  passports, 
for  which  he  has  jpstmade  application  to  his 
excellency  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs) 
leaves  no  hope  of  bringing  the  u^gociation  to 
a  favourable  issue,  the  wish  expressed  by  his 
excellency  JVI.  de  Champagny  to  have  ano- 
ther conversation  with  lord  Lauderdale  is 
decisive;  and  lord  Lauderdale  hastens  to 
yeply  to  this  invitation,  by  informing  his  ex- 
cellency that  he  v(i\\  eitiier  meet  him  at  his 
office,  or  v^ill  have  the  honour  of  receiving 
him  i|t  home,  on  Monday  next,  at  wh?itever 
hour  may  best  $^it  his  ezcelleucy.  Lord 
Li^uderdaJe  has  the  honour  to  repeat  to  his 
excellency  M.  de  Champagny  the  assurance 
of  his  high  copsideration. 
jf'ourth  im Insure— ',D.>—Cjpy  of  a  pote 

from  M.  d'liauterive  to  the.  Earl  of  Lau- 
]  derdale;  d^ted  Paris,  Sept.  26,  1806. 

My  Iqrd  ;  I  have  this  moment  received  a 
letter  fromyou  (or  the  prince  of  Benevento. 
^le  is  this  instapt  set  out,  and  I  embrace 
%)x^  opportunity  offered  by  the  depart^ure  of 
qine  of  his  suite,  whose  carriage  will  follow 
tim  immediately,  to  forward  it  to  the 
f  rince  of  Benevento  ;  it  will  probably  reach 
Bim  on  the  road,  but  at  all  events  on  his  ar 
rival  at  Mentz.  I  beg,  &c.  Hauterive. 
Fifth  inclosure  (E.)  Copy  of  a  note  from 
,  M.  de  Champagny  to  the  Earl  of  Lau- 
•    derdale;  d^ted  Paris,  Sept.  26,  1806. 

M.  6js  ^hampagpy  will  have  the  honour 
pf  catling  ppon  lord  Lauderdale  on  Monday 
pext,  at  i  o'clock,  "vrhich  he  supposes  will 
be  tlie  most  Convenient  time. — He  seip^ds 
.the  passports  lord  Lauderdale  desired  for 
t,he  messenger  Basillco.  He  requests  his 
jfjxcellepcy  to  accept  thf^  assurances  of  his 
high  c^hsideration. 


No.  5S«-r-{lxtract  from   a  d^np^tdb  from 

Viscount  Howick  to  the  Earl  of  Lander-* 

dale  ;  dated  Downing-^treetyOct.  1,1S06« 

My  lord;  your  dispatches  of   the  ^6th 
ult.  brought  by   the  messenger  Johnsoa^ 
have  been  laid  before  the  king. — His  ma- 
jesty hat  seen  with  gr^at  regret  that,  aftej 
more  than  ^  months  spent  in  negociation» 
the  French  government  still  hesitates  upon 
the  admission  of  points  c9nstantly  urged  by 
his  majesty  as  the  only  grounds  on  which 
he  could  consent  to  pe«ce»  and  that  in  so 
unsatisfactory  a  state  o(  things,  tlie  chief  of 
that  gove^nnjent,.  together  with  hi^  princi- 
pal   minister,    has    suddenly  left    Paris*, 
creating  tliev^by  new  obsta^ples  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  negociation.     Whatever  views 
the  French  governroeut  may  have  in  keeping 
up  this  state  of  $nspence  and  uncertainty* 
his  majesty  feels  th,at  it  is  equally  prejudi* 
cial  to  the  interests  of  his  subjects  and  to 
those  of  Europe.  If  the  professions  of  France 
are  sincere,  there  can  be  tu)  reason  why  she 
should  not  give  a  plain  and  decisi|,ve  answer 
to  demands  which  have  been  so  long  under 
consideration;  and  the  time  is  now   com^ 
whjen  such  an  answer  must  b^  required  as 
indispensable  to  your  continuance  at  Paris^ 
No.  54. — Extract  from  a  dispatch  from  the 

Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  Viscount  Howick  ;. 

dated  Paris,  Oa.  4th,  1$06 .—Received 

Oct.  6th. 

My  lord;  Yesterday  at  4  o'clock,  M. 
de  Champagny  sent  me  a  note  to  an- 
nounce the  arrival  of  a  courier  at  Boulogne, 
who  reached  Paris  thismoruing  at  S  o'clock^ 
— On  reading  your  lordship's  dispatch, 
dated  Oct.  Ut,  it  appeared  to  uie,  that  his 
majesty  had  been  pleased  to  approve 
of  the  deniand  of  passports  which  I  had 
made. —  Your  Igrijship  may  de^ttind  on 
my  pressing  for  them  with  the  utmost 
possible  earnestness  and  assiduity ;  but 
bow  soon  I  may  he  able  to  succeed,  it  is 
impossible  for  me,  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cums^tances  of  t^he  case,  to  propbesy. 
No.  55. — Copy  of  a  dispatch   from  the 

Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  Viscouut  Howick ; 

dated  Paris,  Oet.  6,   18i06*-«^Received 

Oct.  8. 

My  lord ;,  Late  last  night,  M.  de  Cbaiu- 
pagny's  principal  secretary  called  upon  me 
with  a  letter  froiuhim,  ioclosing,  e  letter 
from  M.  Talleyrand  ^  both  of  which  I  have 
the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  lordship 
(marked  A.  aod  B.). — From   these  your 


*  The  chief  of  the  Prench  gorerfimentieft  Paris 
on  the  night  of  September  the  27tb,  «nd  was  fol- 
lowed b;  M.  TaUeyr^4  on  the  96ttu 
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lordship  will  perceive,  tbat  the  negociation 
is  now  at  aa  end)  and  that  M.  de  Cbampagny 
has  been  authorised  to  give  me  the  pass- 
ports I  required.    I  have  this  day  accor- 
dingly renewed  my  demand  to  him  in  a 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose  (marked  C.) 
•^On  conaidering  M  •  Talleyrand's  note,  it 
leemed  to  me  necessary,  that  I  should  not 
take  the  step  of  asking  my  passports  from 
M.  de  Cbampagny,  without  accompanying 
Biy  demand  with  a  reply  to  some  of  the  ob- 
servaUons  made  by  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs*     Your  lordship  will  accordingly  lind 
inclosed,  a  copy  (marked  D.)  of  an  official 
sole  addressed  by  me  to  that  minister.     I 
have  seut  the  courier,  Lyell,  for  the  pur«- 
pose  of  conveying  this  information,  and  I 
Lave  given  him  a  letter  to  admiral  Hollo- 
way,  desiring  him  instantly  to  announce  by 
the  telegraph,  that  I  shall  leave  Paris,  on 
Thursday  morning.-— I  have  taken  this  step 
because  it  occurred  to  me  that  government 
being  thus  in  possession  of  the  intelligence, 
that  the  negociatioh  is  at  an  end,  ten  hours 
be/ore  it  can  reach  London,  they  may  have 
it  in  their  power  to  take  the  most  prudent 
means  to  make  the  fact  public.    I  have, 
&c.     Laudb&dale. 

First  inclosure  (A.)— ^opy  pf  ^  note  from 
M.  de  Cbampagny  to  the  Earl  of  Lau* 
derdale ;  dated  Paris,  Oct.  5,  1806. 
M.  de  Champagny  has  the  honour  to 
transoiit  to  bis  excellency  tbe  earl  of  Lau- 
derdale the  acconipaoyiag  dispatch,  addres- 
sed to  bis  excellency  tbe  minister  for  fo- 
reign affairs.  He  is  also  charged  to  inform 
bim,tbat  be  is  now  authorized  to  deliver  to 
him  tbe  passports  which  he  has  demanded. 
This,  of  all  the  duties  which  be  bad  bad  to 
discharge  towards  his  excellency,  is  the 
only  one  which  will  have  appeared  paiofal 
to  bim;  and  it  will  be  greatly  so.  He 
waits  to  be  infora>ed  of  the  further  disposi* 
tiona  of  bis  excellency.  M.  de  Cbampa- 
gny begs,  &c.  Cham  PAONY. 
Second  ioclosure  (B.)— Copy  of  &  note 
from  M*  TaJleyrand  to  the  Karl  of  LaAi- 
derdale  ;  dated  Mentz,  Oct.  1,  1806. 
Tbe  undersigned,  minister  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  laid  befiore  his  majesty  the  em« 
peror,  king  of  Italy,  the  note  which  his  ex* 
cettencythe  earl  of  Lauderdale,  minister 
pkuipoteotiayy  from  bis  Britannic  majesty, 
did  him  tbe  honour  to  address  to  him  on 
tbe  36th  of  this  month*  His  majesty,  after 
having,  from  a  desire  of  peace,  listened  to 
every  proposition  which  could  have  render* 
ed  it  durable  and  of  reciprocal  advantage 
10  tbe  twQ  contracting  powers,  and  to  their 


allies,  will  see  ititb  pain  die  rapture  ofane^ 
gociation,  to  which  bis  own  disposition  Bad 
led  him  to  hope  a  Inare  favourable  conclu* 
sion.  If  the  English  cabinet  is  resolved  to 
forego  the  prospect  of  a  peace,  and,  if  bis 
Britannic    majesty's  minister  pleaipoten^ 
tiary  must  depart  from  France,  his  majesty  , 
still  fl^Btters  himself  that  tbe  English  cabU 
net  and  lord  Lauderdale  will,  M^en  they 
shall  measure  tbe  extent  of  the  sacrificee 
which  he  was  disposed  to  make,  in  order  td 
facilitate  the  return  of  a  sincere  reconcilia* 
tiou,  be  convinced,  that  his  maje^sty,  id 
order  to  promote  tbe  happiness  of  the 
world,  would  not  hesitate  between  any  ad- 
vantages in  comparison  with  those  to  be 
expected  from  peace,  and  that  the  desire , to 
insure  its  benefits  to  his  people,  could 
alone  have .  detendined  his  paternal  lieart 
to  make  sacrifices  not  only  of  seli'iove  but 
of  power,  more  considerable  than  even  the 
opinion  of  the  English  nation  could  have 
pointed  out  in  the  midst  of  a  war,  in  which 
he  had  obtained  constant  advantages  ^ith^ 
out  any  niixtore  of  reverse.     H,  howeves^ 
it  is  the  destiny  of  the  emperor  and  of  tbe 
French  nation  still  to  live  in  the  midst  of 
the  wars  and.  tumults,  whkh  tbe  policy 
and  infittcnce  of  England  lianre  raised,  his 
majesty  having  done  every  thing  to  put  H 
stop  to  the  calamities  of  war,  finding  bim* 
self  deceived  in  bis- dearest  hopes,  relies  on 
tbe  justice  of  his  cause,  on  tbe  courage,  the 
affection,  and  the  power  of  his  people.    At 
the  same  time  culling  tb  mind  tbe  disposi- 
tions which  he  has  ever  expressed  through- 
out the  negociation,  bi^  majesty  cannot  see 
but  with  regret,  that  En^icnd,  wbo  might 
have  strengthened  and  tonHtmed  her  v«8t 
power  by.  tbe  blessings  of  peace,  tbr  want 
of  which  is  Mi  by  tlie  preseiic  geneitanon^ 
and  by  the  English  peofde  as  wdl  as  all 
others,  willingly  suffers  the  most  favourable 
opportunity  of  condndtng  it,  topasitfb^: 
the  event  will  disclose  wbedier  a  new  coa- 
lition will    be   more   disadvantageous  to 
France  than  those  which  have  preceded  it; 
The  event  will  also  disclose,  whetheit  those 
wbo  complain  of  the  grandeor  aud  ambi* 
tion  of  France,  should  not  impute  to  their 
own  haired  and  injustice  this  veTy  grandeur 
and  ambition  of  which  they  accuse  her; 
The  power  of  France  has  only  been  increa- 
sed by  the  reiterated  efforts  to  oppress  her; 
Nevertheless  whatever  inferences  for  the 
future  may  be  drawn  i^om  the  examples  of 
tbe  past,  bis  majesty  will  be  ready,  should 
the  negociaSions  wish  England  be  broken 
off,  to  renew  them,  ion  tbe  midst  of  any 
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CTCDts.  He  will  be  ready  to  replace  them 
#n  the  basis  laid  in  concert  with  the  illus- 
trious minister  whom  England  has  lost, 
who,  having  nothing  to  add  to  his  glory  ex- 
cept the  reconciliation  of  the  two  nations, 
bad  conceived  the  hope  of  accomplishing  it, 
bat  was  snatched  from  the  world  in  the 
midst  of  his  work.  The  undersigned  has 
the  honour  to  inform  his  excellency  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale,  that  M.  de  Charopagny 
has  been  authorized  to  deliver  to  ^bim  the 
passports  which  he  has  demauded.  Ch. 
Mau.  Talletrand,  prince  of  Beneveuto^ 
Third  inclosure  (C.)— Copy  of  a  note  from 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  de  Cham- 
!pagiiy ;  dated  Paris,  Oct.  6,  1806. 
Lord  Lauderdale  bas  the  honour  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  his 
excellency  M.  de  Cfaampagny^  dated  the 
5ib  of  this  month,  and  of  the  dispatch 
which  accompanied  it,  from  his  excellency 
the  mii;iister  for  foreign  affairs.  Lord  Lau^ 
derdale,  learning  that  his  excellency  M. 
de  Champagny  is  authorized  to  deliver  to 
bim  the  passports  which  he  has  demanded, 
requests  his  excellency  to  have  the  good- 
ness to  forward  them  to  him,  as  well  for 
himself  as  for  bis  suite,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  separate  passport  for  the  messenger 
Scott,  who,  perhaps,  may  not  accompany 
him.  (Signed)  Lauderdale. 
Fourth  inclosure  (D.)— Olopy  of  a  note 
from  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  M.  Tal- 
leyrand ;  dated  Paris,  Oct.  6,  1806. 
The  undersigned  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  bis  Britatinick  majesty,  received 
late  last  night  the  note  which  bis  excellency 
the  minister  for  foreign  affcurs  did  him  the 
honour  to  address  to  him  on  the  i  st  of 
this  month.  The  undersigned,  learning 
that  bis  excellency  M.  de  Champagny  is 
authorized  to  grant  him  the  passports 
which  he  has  demanded,  aud  which  be  is 
on  the  point  of  receiving,  cannot  refrain 
from  observing  to  bis  excellency  the  mi- 
nister for  foreign  affairs,  in  answer  to  his 
note,  that  he  has  some  difficulty  in  imagi- 
ning from  what  circumstances  bis  excel- 
lency  has  been  able  to  infer,  ^' that  the 
British  government  have  resolved  to  forego 
the  prospect  of  -peace."  The  undersigned 
w^  sent  to  France  to  negociate  a  peace,  at 
a  time  when  the  illustrious  minister,  to 
whom  his  excellency  has  paid  so  just  a 
tribute  of  praise,  presided  over  the  depart- 
ment for  foi'eign  ai&irs.  This  great  man 
then  acted  under  the  full  conviction,  that 
be  bad  received  from  France  an  offer  of 
peace  on  the  basis  of  uti  pomdetts^  with  the 


sole  exception  of  Hanover  and  of  its  d«« 
pendencies  in  favour  of  his  Britanoick  maj.' 
And,  notwithstanding  the  success  of  the 
arms  of  bis  Britannick  majesty,  as  well  i^ 
Italy  as  on  the  continent  of  South  America; 
and  the  refusal  of  his  maj.  the  emperor  of 
all  the  Russtas  to  ratify  that  treaty,  whicfar 
in  the  eyes  of  the  French  government  waa 
equivalent  to  the  most  splendid  victory  i 
not  one  new  proposition  has  been  advanced 
on  the  part  of  bis  majesty,  incompatible 
with  the  principle  which  was  at  first  pro- 
posed by  the  French  government,  through 
the  channel  of  the  earl  of  Yarmouth,  as 
the  basis  of  the  negociation.  It  is  not  surely 
from  such  conduct  that  the  inference  can 
be  drawn,  <*  that  the  British  government 
have  reisolved  to  forego  the  prospect  of  a 
peace."  Are  the  conditions  which  thef 
undersigned  was  ordered  to  propose  as  the 
basis  of  a  peace  between  his  majesty  the 
emperor  of  all  the  Russias  and  the  French 
government,  more  of  a  nature  to  have  given 
rise  to  this  suspicion  ?  Quite  the  reverse.* 
If  a  solid  and  durable  peace  was  the  object 
of  the  two  powers,  these  were  such  coord !«; 
tions  as  juetice  and  expediency  demanded. 
Justice;  because  certainly  nothing  could  be 
more  equitable  than  to  grant  to  his  Sicilian 
majesty  and  to  the  king  of  Sardinia  a  com-* 
pensation  for  their  immense  losses  on  the 
Continent.  Expedkney  ;  because,  in  order 
to  ensure  the  duration  of  peace,  such  art 
arrangement  of  boondaries  as  may  prevent 
disputes,  must  always  be  preferable  to  that 
wliich  furnishes  to  one  of  the  parties  the 
means  and  the  advantages  of  attack,  it 
was  on  this  principle  that  the  proposed 
evacuation  of  Dalmatia  and  Albania  by  the 
French  troops  naturally  suggested  itself.—^ 
If,  therefore,  the  undersigned  has  received' 
orders  to  demand  bis  passports,  and  to  de* 
part  from  France,  it  is  certainly  not  because 
ins  sovereign  .wishes  to  renounce  peace, 
but  because  his  maj.  '6nds  himself  obliged 
to  do  80;  the  French  government  not 
having  consented  to  all  the  conditions 
which  were  comprised  in  the  proposals  ori* 
ginally  made  by  tbem  to  his  Britannick 
majesty,  and  having  moreover  rejected  as 
the  basis  for  the  treaty  with  Russia  the 
just  and  reasonable  conditions  which  the 
undersigned  was  authorized  to  propose.— t 
The  undersigned  has  received  with  real  aa« 
tisfaction  the  general  assurances  of  the^dis-^ 
position  of  the  French  government  to  renew 
the  negociation  at  a  future  period,  as  ex^ 
pressed  in  the  official  note  of  his  exeelleney 
the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,    tie  baa 
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feen  with  no  less  pleasure,  that  the  tone 
and  the  moderatiou  observed  in  this  com. 
taiunicatioD  correspond  with  the  sentiaients 
which  accompany  thenu     On  this  subject 
his  excellency  may  rest  assured,  that  the 
French  government  could  not  in  any  way 
express  a  stronger  desire  to  see  an  end  put 
to  the  calamities  of  war,  than  that  which 
his  Britannick  majesty  will  invariably  feel, 
wbeuever  peace  can  be  concluded  on  con- 
ditions compatible  with  the  honour  of  his 
crown  and  the  interests  of  his  subjects. — 
The  undersigned  ought  here  to  conclude 
the  olHcial  answer  which  he  has  thought 
aecessa^y  to  make  to  the  note  of  his  ex- 
ceUency   the  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 
But  he  cannot  pass  over  in  silence  one  part 
of  this  note,  where  his  excellency  wishes 
to  couvey  the  idea,  that  the  British  govern- 
ment seems  no  longer  disposed  to.  act  on 
the  same  principles  which  directed  the  con- 
duct of  the  great  man  y/hom  England  has 
lately  lost.     The  undersigned,  without  be- 
ing authorised  to  mention  this  subject,  nor 
evea  to  introduce  it  in  an  official  paper, 
trusts  in  the  known  goodness  and  indul- 
gence of  his  sovereign,  when  he  allows 
bimseff  to  make  the  following  observations 
on  this  subject.— During  20  years  of  inti- 
mate and  uninterrupted  connection  with 
Mr.  Fox,  the  undersigned,  as  much  as  any 
one,  has  had  an  opportunity  of  confiden- 
tially learning  the  sentiments  of  that  cele- 
brated man.  From  his  knowledge  of  them,  he 
is  impressed  with  the  strongest  conviction, 
that  no  minister  could  give  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  which  he  was  to  be  the  organ,  a  more 
perfect  assient,  or  concur  more  effectually  in 
their  execution,  than  Mr.  Fox  would  have 
done,  in  gi^ung  to  the  undersigned,  on  the 
fart  of  his  Britannick  majesty,  such  orders 
as  the  undersigned  has  in  fact  received, 
under  circumstances  in  which  peace  (on 
the  just  and   equitable  conditions  which 
had  been  proposed  to  that  minister)  would 
We  appeared    to    him  impracticable. — 
How  much  would  this  opinion  have  been 
strengthened  in  the  mind  of  that  minister, 
on  perceiving  the  French  government  re- 
fuse the  just  demands  of  that  illustrious 
ally,  who,  by  his  fidelity  to  his  Britannick 
ma|esty,  has  deserved  on  the  part  of  the 
kiDgy  Uiat  liis  interests  should  be  as  dear 
to  him  as  his  own !     The  undersigned  has 
the  honour  to  acquaint  his  eiccellency  the 
minister  for  foreign  affairs,  that  he  this 
morning  applied  to  hfs  excellency  M.  de 
Cbampagi^  for  his  passports*.  At  the  same 
^e  be  requests,  &c.  LAirA£RDAL£. 


No.  56« — Extract  frpm  a  dispatch  from. 
Mr.  Arbutbnot  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  ; 
dated  Buyukder6,  Aug.  25.  ISOO — Re- 
ceived Sept.  29. 

It  was  yesterday  settled  at  the  Pqrte, 
that  the  present  Hospodars  of  Moldavia 
and  Wallachia  should  be  recalled,  and  that 
prince  Charles  C^llimaki,  the  first  drago- 
man of  the  Porte,  should  be  named  to  Uia 
government  of  Moldavia,  and  prince  Alex« 
ander  Suzzo  to  that  of  Wallachia;  at  the 
same  tiipe  Mr.  Bano  Hanchyry  was  ap<« 
pointed  dragoman  in  the  room  of  prince 
Callimaki. — ^To  give  you  a  perfect  idea  of 
the  disrespect  with  which  Russia  has  been 
treated  in  this  instance,  it  is  necessary  that 
1  should  transmit  to  you  an  extract  from 
the  regulations  respecting  Moldavia  and 
Wallachia,  which  were  published  in  the 
year   1802.     As  no  accusation  whatever 
has  been  brought  against  either  of  the  Hos- 
podars who  are  now  removed,  there  can 
be  no  excuse  for  breaking  the  convention ; 
by  which  it  was  stipulated  with  Russia  that 
7  years  should  be  the  period  of  each  prince's 
government.     You  will  probably  expect 
to  hear  that  this  measure  has  originated 
with  the  French  ambassador;  in  effect,  there 
are  proofs  sufficient  that  it  is  his  work. 
(Inclosure.)-^Extract  of  a  regulation  re- 
specting the  principalities  of  Wallachia, 
and  Moldavia;  dated  Sept.  24,  18012. 
The  term  of  the  continuance  of  the  Hos- 
podars in   their  governments  shall  from 
henceforth  be  fixed  at  7  complete  and  en- 
tire 3'ears,  to  date  from  the  day  of  their 
nomination,  and  if  they  are  not  guilty  of 
any  open  offence,  they  shall  not  be  dis. 
placed  before  that  term  is  expired;  if  they 
do  commit  an  offence  4iiring  that  time,  the 
Subiime  Porle  will  inform  the  minister  of 
Russia  of  the  circumstance ;  and  if,  after 
due  examination  is  made  into  the  affair  on 
both  sides,  it  shall  appear  that  the  Hospo- 
dar  has  really  committed  an  offence,  in 
that  case  only  his    deposition    shall    be 
allowed. 

No.  57.— Extract  from  a  dispatch  from 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fox; 
dated  feuyukdere,  Sept.  29,  I8O6.— Re- 
ceived Nov.  9. 

Sir;  On  the  1 8th  of  this  month,  the  dra- 
goman of  the  Porte  communicated  to  Mr. 
Pisani  [first  dragomati  or  interpreter  at- 
ta-ched  to  the  British  mission]  for  my  in- 
formation, a  note  which  had  been  pre§l^nted 
by  the  French  ambassador;  a  copy  of  which 
1  have  herewith  the  honour  to  inclose, 
(loclosure.—)  Note  presented  by  the  French 
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*   Aaibassador  at  the  Porte,  to  the  Reis 
Efiendi;  Pera,  Sept*  16,  I8O6. 
The  untlerBigiivd  general   of    dmsien, 
Binbaa9ador  of  his   majesty  the  .  emperor 
of   the  French,  king  of    Italyv    has    the 
honour    to    lay    before     bts     excellency 
the  Reis  Effendi  the  following  considera- 
tions.   He  has  been  posttivefy  informed, 
idthou^  in  an*  indirect  manner,  that  the 
Russian  legation  has  delivered  a  note  to  the 
Sublime  Forte,  in  which  it  h  said  that  the 
einpeiror  of  Russia  has  refused  to  ratify 
the  treaty  of  peace  signed  at  IHtrb  by  his 
plenipott^ntiary.     This  re^sal  places  £u< 
rope  in  the  same  situation  in  which  she 
vas  6  weeks  ago,  but  it  unmaska  the  pro- 
jects  of  Russia.    This  treaty   of   peace 
stipulated  for  the  independence  of  the  7 
islands ;  a  stipulation  which  removing  the 
Rus^iaQs  fVom  the  Mediterranean,  where 
diey  had  established  themselves  in  order  to 
attack    the  Ottoman    empire  at    various 
points,  could  not  be  acceptable  to  them. 
— >Ragusa  wa9  restored  to  its  independence 
tinder  Ihe.protectiqn  of  the  Sublime  Porte : 
this  arrangement  rendering  it  impossible 
for  the  Russians  to  keep  up  their  intelli- 
gence with  the  Montenegriaus  and  with  the 
revolted  .Servians,  was  contrary  to  their 
views..    Doubtlie^s  it  iis  the  article  which 
stipulutes  fur  the  independence  of  the  Ot- 
toman empire  and  the  integrity  of  its  ter- 
ritory which  has  occasioned  the  rejection 
of  the  peace  at  Petersburgh  ;  Russia  then 
perceived  that  she  could  no  longer  8ei2e 
provinces  of  that  empire  by  force  of  arms 
as  she  seized  the  Crimea,  or  extort  them 
from  her  in  time  of  peace,  as  she  did  with 
regard  to  Georgia  and  the  passage  of  the 
Dardanelles,     This  treaty    of   peace,    in 
£ne,  leaving  the  French  in  Albania  and 
Dalmatia,   placed    upon  the  frontiers  of 
^Turkey   ber   most  ancient   ally   and  her 
most  faithful  friend,  who  would  have  re- 
tn^.tned  and  will  ever  remain  ready  to  de- 
fend her.     Such  ait;  the   motives  which 
have  led  the  cabinet  of  Petersburgh  to  this 
refusal,     I  do  not  give  way  to  vain  decla- 
mation ;  I  lay  £acts  befbre  you  ;  I  beseech 
you  to  weigh  them  with  all  the  attention 
to  which  tbey  are  entitled. — If  in  these  dif- 
ficult circumstances  the  Porte   does  not 
fornv  a  true  estimate  of  her  dangers  and  of 
her  force*  if  she  does  not  form  the  deci- 
sion her  interests  require  of  her,  I  shall 
perhaps  ere  long  have  to  lament  her  fate, 
—The  undersigned  has  received  the  most 
positive  orders  from  bis  majesty  the  empe- 
ror of  the  French*  king  of  Italy,   to  de- 


clare to  the  Sublime  Forte*    that  not  only 
the  principles  of  friendship,  but  those  of 
the  strictest  neutrality,   require  that  the 
Bosphorus  should  be  shut  against  all  Rus- 
sian ships- of  war,  as  well  as  against  every 
other  vessel  of  that  nation,  bringi  ng  troops, 
ammunition,  or  provisions ;  and  that  the 
said  passage  cannot  be  opened  to  them 
without  committing   an  act   of  hostility 
against  France,  and  without  giving  hi?  ma» 
jesty  Napoleon  the  Great  a  right  of  passage 
over  the  territories  of  the  Ottoman  empire » 
in  order  to  combat  with  the  Russian  army 
on  the  banks  of  the  Dniester.— Any  re«- 
newal  or  continuation  of  alliance  with  the 
enemies  of  France,  such  as  England  and 
Russia,  would  be  not  only  a  manifest  viola* 
tion  of  the  neutrality,  but  an  accessioti,  on 
the  part  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  to  the  war 
which  those  powers  wage  against  France, 
and  hi9  majesty  would  see  himself  com- 
pelled to  take  measures  conformable  to  his 
interests  and   his  dignity. — ^The  SXiblime 
Porte  cannot  maintain  her  relations  with 
two  missions  from  Naples*  and  his  majesty 
the  emperor  of  the  French  cannot  suffer  his 
august  brother.  Napoleon  Joseph,  king  of 
Naples  and  the  two  Sicilies,  to  meet  with 
didicnlties  here  which  he  does  not  experi- 
ence from  any  power  in  amity  with  France. 
— His  majesty  the  emperor  ba»  a  large 
army  in  Dalmatia :  this  army  is  collected 
for  the  defence  of  the  Ottoman  empire^ 
unless  an  equivocal  condhct  on*  the  part  of 
the  Porte,  and  a  condescension  towards 
Russia  and  England,  which  migl)t  again 
throw  her  into  their  power,  should  compel 
his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French,  to  \ 
bring  forward  his  formidable  forces  for  a 
purpose  totally  opposite  to  that  whieh  he 
had' in  view.— His  majesty  has  ordered  tliii 
undersigned  to  state  to  the  Sublime  Pbrte 
in  the  most  friendly  though  energetic  manner 
these  demands,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain^- 
ing  an  answer  in  writings  and  it  is  expected 
that  this  answer  shall  be  positive  and  cate>i 
gorical.— No  further  delay  can  be  allowed  V 
and  his   majesty    has  no  doubt  that  the 
Sublime  Porte  will  give  him  the  assurances 
he  desires,  and  which  are  so  much  in  uni«> 
son  with  the  interests  of  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire.*—'The  undersigned  has  ng  wish  to 
make  a  vain  display  of  the*  formidable'  for* 
ces  of  the  great    Napoleon ;  hisr  Mend^ 
knoi^.    how    to  estimate    their     import^ 
ance;  his  enemies  have  felt  their  power. 
The  genius  of  his  august  master  is  well 
known ;  his  determinations^  are  wise  and 
prompt^   hia  personal-  attachment  to*  hi9 
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bigbaess  k  sincere.  He  only  seeks  the  in- 
dependence^^  the  integrity,  and  the  glory 
of  Turkey.  He  desires  nothing.  He  asks 
nothing.  What  ioducements  to  an  union 
with  bim !  at  the  same  time  what  reason 
to  apprehend  the  loss  of  his  good-will  by 
adopting  a  timid,  uncertain,  or  inimical 
line  of  conduct !  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces the  answer  of  the  Sublime  Porte  will 
regulate  the  conduct  of  my  august  master. 
i«t  not  the  threats  of  the  enemies  of 
France. impose  upon  the  Sublime  Porte; 
they  have  been  vanquished,  and  they  will 
ever  be  so.  The  great  Napoleon  will  em- 
ploy adl  his  resources  for  the  glory  of  his 
highness  Selim  III.  his  friend ;  and  his  re* 
sources  are  immense,  his  genius  is  still 
greater.— This  note  is  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  be  submitted  to  the  profound  wis- 
dom of  his  majesty  the  emperor  Selim  III. 
and  your  excellency  is  requested  to  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying  it  before 
him. — ^The  undersigned  requests,  &c.   Ho- 

RACB   SaBASTIAKI. 


DECLAEATIOK    OF    THE    KING    OF   OREAT 
BRITAIN  ;   DATED  OCTOBER  21,  1806\ 

The  negociations  in  which  his  majesty 
has  been  engaged  with  France  having  ter- 
minated unsuccessfully,  his  majesty  thinks 
proper  to  make  this  public  declaration  to 
his  subjects  and  to  Europe,  of  the  circum- 
stances which  have  led  to  an  issue. which 
hb  majesty  deeply  regrets*  He  has  no 
object  nearer  to  his  heart  than  the  conclu 
sion  of  a  secure  and  permanent  peace.  He 
laments  the  continuance  of  a  war  ^fect- 
ing  the  happiness  of  so  many  nations,  and 
vhiph,  even  amidst  idl  the  anccesaes  that 
attend  his  arms,  k  so  burthensome  to  his 
^uthful-and  aieciionate  people.  But  he  is 
confident  that  there  ceu  arise  on  this  oeca* 
sion  no  other  sentiment,  either  in  bis  own 
dominions,  or  in  any  part*  of  Europe, 
than  that  of  an  berettod  oonvktaon,  that 
the  restoratioii  of  general  tranqniHitgr  is 
retarded  only  by  t^  injustice  and  ambi- 
tion of  the  otiemy.—* The  Frendb  govsaed- 
Aioat,  ttbsalis&Kl  with  its  iflineose  aoqni- 
«ti<6B  im  the^QOotiMat,  ntU  apenly  fiene* 
i«mB  in  aaystaan  deslructm  ii  the  iade- 
pendesee  «f  e««iy  other  pouter.  War  is 
punned,  ftioft  for  security  but  for  conquest; 
md  sMgocialaoiis  fear  peace  appaar  to  be 
^mtened  into  itiriM  other  ohjedt  than  that 
of  ModiogtbBttSighbooniig  posvcrs  wAq  a 
^rtate  of  Mm  security^  while  JPnmse  ii  her- 
•ctf  prepatnig^  wimmsuu  mad  enasiitiog 
Vot-  VIII. 


her  unremitted  projects  of  emiroichneiit 
and  aggression.— Her  conduct  in  the  re* 
cent  discussions  has  aforded  but  too  many 
proofsT  of  this  disfKMition.-^The  negoeia* 
tion  originated  in  an  offer  made  1:^  the 
French  government  of  treating  for  peace  * 
on  the  basis  of  actual  possession,  which 
was  stated  to  admit  of  mutual  compeiisa^ 
tion,  and  a  distinct  assoraace  was  Jidded, 
that  his  majesty's  Geraian  domiaiaiis,  wfaiefe 
had  been  attacked  without  even  the  pre« 
teuoe  of  any  cause  of  hostility,  should  ba 
restored.*— 6ueh  a  proposal  appeared  to  his 
majesty  to^fford  a  just  foundatioa  for  na» 
gociating :  it  was  therefore  accq^ted  with 
this  reserve,  that  tbe.ne^ociattoa  shoaU 
be  conducted  by  his  majesty  in  conceit 
with  his  aUies*— No  sooner  had  this  basis 
been  mutually  admitted,  than  it  was  de* 
parted  from  by  the  enemy,  and  that  too, 
in  points  of  so  great  impmtatice,  as  to  call 
for  an  immediate  dedaration  on  the  part 
of  his-  majesty,  that  unless  the  prineipla 
proposed  by  France  herself  was  adhered  to, 
the  communications  which  had  been  opened 
between  the  two  governments  most  at  once 
be  closed^^This  produced  new  professions 
of  the  dispositions  of  France  to  make  coiw 
siderai^  sacrifices  for  the  attisiiiment  af 
peace,  if  the  discussions  were  suiered  t^ 
prooeed ;  at  the  same  time  that  a  difficukf 
was  started  on  account  of  the  want  of  Iw 
powers  in  the  person  intrusted  by  his  osai^ 
jesty  with  this  communication.  St^ps  s^en^ 
thereopon  taken  by  his  naajecty  for  openia|; 
a  regular  negooiation  by  ministers  dulyai^ 
thorired,  in  order  to  ascertain,  in  a  aaa» 
ner  the  most  satisfactory  and  autheottc, 
whether  peace  could  be  obtained  on  terrae 
honourable  to  the  king  aad  his  aliicSf  antf 
cooeifitentwith  the  general  secmtty  of  £»- 
rope.— During  tSiese  proceeding!,  a  adi^ 
nister  sent  bf  &e  emperor  of  Russia  te  tratft 
for  the  same  important  ofcgect,  in  aoaaeit 
with  his'majeaty^  government,  wasindiiaed 
by  the  artifioes  of  the  eaeaiy,  lo  sign  a 
separate  tuealy,  an  terms  eqaaUy  rapvf- 
nant  to  the  hooonar  end  iatereate  of  his  i»- 
perial  mBJmtf*-'*^mvaof9tA  hythis  uaa^P 
f«ctad  «vMt,  the  king  cantiouad  to  nega- 
ciate  precia^  on  the  aame  priaciplM  ^ 
hefot«.  Haffmied|Vithacaafidaaoe«4iich 
etperiettoa  has  ampily  justiiadv  oa  tim 
good  fiuth  tod  sleadiaeas  of  aa  aSy,  in 
coacart  wvth  wteas  be  had  began  to  treat, 
and  wliQsa  tatarests  he  had  maiatidaed 
Uivoaghout  Willi  «ha  same  irmneas  aa  his 
x»wB^-*-*Tha  f^rei^  govertunsent,  on  the 
coalfaiyi   alaM  hy  this  44vaotagt,  mi 
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which'  it  boasted  fts  equal  in  importance 
to  the  most  decnsive  victor}*,  departed  in 
every  conference  more  and  more  widely 
from  its  own  offers  and  engagements.  Not 
only  did  it  take  upon  itself  to  change  at 
its  own  will  the  '  basis  of  the  negociation 
with  Great  Biitain/  but  violated,  in  points 
still  more  important,  every  principle  of 
good  faith  with  Russia.  The  chief  in- 
ducement offered  to  that  power  as  the 
price  of  ail  the  sacrifices  extorted  from  her 
minister,,  had  been  the  preservation  of 
C^ermany.  Yet,  before  the  decision  of 
Russia  on  this  treaty  could  be  known, 
Prance  bad  already  annihilated  the  whole 
frame  and  constitution  of  the  German  em- 
pire ;  had  reduced  under  her  own  yoke  a 
large  proportion  of  the  states  and  provin- 
ces of  Germany ;  and,  not  content  with 
this  open  contempt  of  obligations  so  re. 
cently  contracted,  had,  at  the  same  time, 
instigated  the  Porte  to'  measures  directly 
subversive  of  her  subsisting  enagements 
with  Russia.— ^ While  such  a  conduct  was 
pursued  towards  his  majesty,  towards  his 
allies,  and  towards  all  independent  powers, 
there  appeared  so  little  hope  of  any  fa- 
vourable issue  to. the  negociation,  that  his 
snsyesty's  plenipotentiaries  demanded  their 
passports  to  return  to  England. — ^Tbis  de- 
inand  was  at  first  eluded  by  an  unusual  and 
unexplained  delay,  and  the  French  govern- 
ment afterwards,  by  some  material  con- 
cessions, accompanied  with  intimations 
that,  others  of  still  greater  consequence 
might  be  the  result  of  further  discussion, 
procured,  a  renewal  of.  the  conferences, 
.which  were  protracted  from  day  to  day, 
till,  at  length  it  was  announced  at  Paris  that 
Ihe  emperor  of  Russia  had  indignantly  re- 
jected the  unauthorized  and  separate  treaty 
signed  by  his  minister. — ^In  consequence  of 
this  important  event,  the  strongest  assu- 
rances were  given  to  his  majesty's  minister 
that  France  was  now  prepared  to  make 
sacrifices  to  a  .great  extent,  in  order,  by 
securing  peace  with  Great  ^tain,  to  re- 
establish the  tranquillity  of  the  world. — 
A^he  object  of  tbede  assurances  appeared 
npwever  to  be^  that  of  engaging  his  ma- 
jesty in  a  Bet>arate  negdciatiou,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  his  allies  ;  a  proposal  which  his 
majesty  hsA  rejected  in  tfae^  outset,  and 
which  he  could  .stiU  lead  edmit  of  at  a  time 
.when  the  conduct  of  Rossia  had  imposed 
^oahim  an;  increased  obligation  not  to  sepa- 
.nite.his  *  interests,  from  those  of.  so  £ttitbful 
anally..  To  these  insidious  .overtures*  bis 
majesty  steadily  refused  .to  listen;  but  he 


took  the  most  effectual  method  to  avoid  all        ^ 
appearance  of  delay,  and  to  accelerate,  if        ^ 
possible,  the  favourable  issue  of  the  nego^ 
ciation.  The  confidential  intercourse  which        i 
he  had  constantly  maintained  with  Russia,        :? 
enabled  his  majesty  to  specify  the  terms  on        j 
which  peace  with  that  power  might  be  ob-»        v 
tained  ;  and  his  minister  was  accordingly 
instructed  to  state  to  France,  iti  addition        i 
to  the  king's  demands,  those  of  his  ally,         i 
to  reduce  them  into  distinct  articles,  and        : 
even  to  conclude  on  those  grounds  a  pro-        » 
visional  treaty,   to  take   effect    whenever 
Russia  should  signify  her  accession. — This 
form  of  negociat'rag  was,  after  some  ob- 
jection, acceded  to  by  France;  tenns  were 
now  offered  to  his  majesty  more  nearly  ap- 
proaching than  before  to  the  original  basis 
of  negociation ;  but  these  were  still  far 
short  of  what  his  majesty  had  uniformly 
insisted  on,  and  was  now  more  tlian  ever 
entitled  to  expect ;  and  the  decisive  rejec-    . 
tion  of  the  just  demands  of  Russia,  as 
well  as  of  the  conditions  proposed  by  his 
majesty  in  behalf  of  his  other  allies,  left 
to  his  majesty  no  other  course  than  that  of 
ordering  his  minister  to  terminate  the  dis- 
cussion, and  return  to  England. — ^The  fore- 
going short  and  simple  exposition '  of  facts 
stands  in  need  of  no  comment.    The  first 
overtures  which  led  to  negociation  were 
made  by  the  enemy,  and  they  were  accept- 
ed by  his  majesty  in  the  sincerest  spirit  of 
peace.     Every  opening  which  seemed  to 
afford  the  most  distant  prospect  of  accom- 
modation has  been   anxiously  embraced, 
nor  was  the  negociation  finally  broken  off, 
while  any  hope  of  a  favourable  issue  could 
be  entertained.      His  majesty's  demands 
were  uniformly  just  and  reasonable ;  di- 
rected to   no  objects  of  personal  aggran- 
dizement, but  to  such  only  as  were  indis- 
pensably required  by  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  his  engagements  to  his  allies,  and 
a  due  consideration  of  the  general  interests 
ai  Europe*— -»It  is  with  heartfelt  concern 
that  his  majesty  contemplates  the  conti- 
nuance of  those  evils  alwiays  inseparable 
from   a  state  of  war;  but  it  is  \vith  bis 
enemies  that  this  awful  responsibijil^ rests; 
and  for  the  issue  of  the  contest  his  majesty 
trusts,  with  confidence,  to  the  justice  of 
his  cause  ;  to  the  resources  and  bravery  of 
his  people;  to  th^  fidelity  of  his  allies^ 
and,  above  all,  to  the  protection  and  8up-> 
port  ^  of  the  Divine  Pravidence.^— In  con- 
tributing to  the  gredt  eSorts  which  such  a 
ccHitestmvst  unavoidably  require,  bis  faith- 
ful and  affectionate  sobjfBCts  will  not  forget 
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tiiat  all  their  dearest  interests  are  at  stake ; 
that  no  sacrifices  they  can  be  called  on  to 
make,  are  to  be  compared  with  the  certeun 
dbgrace  and  ruin  of  yielding  to  the  inju- 
rious pretensions  of  the  enemy ;  that  with 
the  inviolable  mainteoauce  of  the  good 
faith  and  public  honour  of  their  country, 
its  prosperity,  its  strength,  and  its  inde- 
pendence, are  essentially  connected ;  and 
that  in  asserting  the  rights,  and  upholding 
the  dignity  of  tke  British  empire,  they  de- 
fend the  most  powerful  bulwark  c^  the  li- 
berties of  mankind* 


HOUSS    OF   LORDS. 

Monday.,  December  22. 
[MiKUTBS.]  Theearl  of  Aylesford  stated, 
that  his  majesty  bad  been  waited  bn  with 
the  Address  of  that  house,  to  which  his 
majesty  had  been  pleased  to  xetmm  a  most 
gracious  answer,  thanking  the  .house  for 
their  determination  to  concur  in  ev^ry  mea» 
sure  which  the  exigency  of  affairs  might  f  e* 
quire*— Lord  Grenville  presented,  by  his 
majesty's  commaod,  the  Papers  respecting 
the  late  Negociation.  In  moving,  his  lord- 
ship said,  to  fix  a  day  for  the  discussion,  it 
was  his  wish, .  with  every  regard  for  their 
lordships'  convenience*  that,  on  the  one 
hand,  sufficient  time  should  be  given  for  the 
consideration  of  this  very  important  sub- 
ject ;  whilst,  on  the  other,  that  no  longer 
delay  should  take  place  than  was  absolutely 
necessary,  in  the  expression  of  the  opinion 
of  that  bouse,  with  respect  to  the  result  of 
the  negociaiioji.  His  lordship  concluded 
by  moving,  that  the  papers  be  taken  into 
consideration  on.Friday  the  2d  of  January. 
—Ordered. 

[Battle OF  Maida— Vote  ojt  Thanks 
TO  Sir  J,  Stuart,  &c.]  Lord  GrtnvUle 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the  Thanks 
of  the  House  to  sir  John  Stuart,  and  tlie 
officers  and  soldiers  by  whose  valour  the 
victory  of  Maida  was  obtained.  His  lord- 
ship said  be  had  ever  been  of  opinion  that 
the  high  honour  conferred  by  a  vote  of 
thanks  of  that  house,  ought  to  be  reserved 
for  great  occasions;  for  deeds  oi  valour  of 
a  superior  description,  for  actions  which 
tended  to  throw  a  lustre  around  the  British 
name,  or  materially  to  benefit  the  interests 
of  the  country.  Of  this  general  descrip- 
tion and  character  he  conceived  the  in* 
stance  to  be  on  which  he  should  presently 
move  their  lordships  to  come  to  a  vote  of 
thanks ;  and  on  that  principle  he  proceeded. 
■^The  ca^e  before  them  was  most  distiu- 
guisbabljg  (or. its  display  of  heroic  valour, 


and  as  tending  to  illustrate  the  position, 
that  wherever  the  British  troops  had  been 
equal  in  point  of  numbers  to  their  adver- 
saries, or  even  where  they  were  not  greatly 
inferior,  that  native  and  characteristic  va- 
lour for  which   they  were  so    eminently 
distinguished,  failed  not  to  display  itself, 
and  to  secure  the  palm  of  victory.   In  this 
view,  he  knew  not  where,  in  all  the  mili- 
tary annals  of  this  country,  to  look  for  a 
more  signal  or  brilliant  example  than  that 
which  gave  rise  to  his  present  observations*    , 
In  viewing  this  operation,  the  first  con- 
sideration that'  presented  itself  was    the 
great  disparity  in  the  number  of  troops  on 
the  side  of  the  British :  these  were  consi- 
derably less  than  5000  men.  Of  the  enemy 
there  were  certainly  many  more*    What 
was  the  result  ?  that  the  number  of  killed, 
wounded,  ^uid  taken  prisoners,  either  in 
the  action  at  Maida  itself,  or  in  its  ap- 
proximate consequences,  considerably  ex- 
ceeded the  number  of  the  victorious  army ! 
He   knew  of    no   occasion  which  could 
more  forcibly  call  upon  them  for  the  testi- 
mony of  their  thanks,    by  affording  which 
the  assurance  would  be  held  out  to  them, 
that  while  his  majesty's  troops  were  risking 
their  lives  and  combating  for  their  country, 
no  part  of  that  country  was  '  insensible  to 
their  merits,  or  would  hesitate  to  express 
its  grateful  sense  and  approbation  of  them* 
Upon  t]iese  grounds  it  was,  that  he  then 
moved,    1st,  *^  That  the  thanks  of   this 
bouse  be  given  to  major-general  sir  John 
Stuart,  K.  B.and  also  to  the  hon.  brigadier- 
gen.  G.  Lowry  Gole,  and  brigadier-gen.  W. 
P.  Ackland,  for  their  gallant  and  merito- 
rious conduct  in  the  action  with  the  French 
troops  at  Maida  on  the  4th  of  July  last, 
and  to  the  officers  under  their  command. 
Secondly,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  house 
be  given  to  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  private  soldiers  serving  under  the  same, 
for  their  bravery  and  good  conduct,  and  ' 
that  this  vote  be  signified  \o  them  by  the 
officers  of  the  respective  corps.*'— -On  the  ' 
question  being  put,    these  motions  were 
voted,  fiem.  diss,  and  the  thanks  were  order, 
ed  to  be  communicated  to  the  general  offi- 
cers in  the  usual  way.— The  house  then  ad- 
journed for  the  Christmas  recess  till  Wed- 
nesday tbe  31  st  instant. 

HOUSB   or    COMMONS, 

Mondmfj  December  22. 
[MmuTES.]  Lord  Qssulston  stated,  that 
his  majesty  had  been  waited  upon  with  the 
Address  of  tjiis  }iou8e  upon  his.  majesty's 
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vifMi  graciotff  speacb,  fts  delivered  by  tbe 
lords  oomnuBtionert,  whea  his  majesty  was 
pleased  to  return  for  answer,  that  he  thank- 
ed bu  loyal  Comoioos;  that  their  Zealand 
attachment  gave  him  tbe  greatest  sattsfikc- 
tion ;  and  that  they  might  be  assured, 
nothing  on  his  part  should  be  wanting  to 
tae  mainteoaace  of  tbe  honour  and  prospe- 
rity of  tbe  country. — Mr.  P.  Moore  pro- 
sented  a  PeUtion  from  Mr.  Bowyer  of  the 
Historic  Gallery,  Pali-mall,  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  Mr.  Bowyer  to 
draw  by  a  separate  lottery,  in  case  tbje  next 
State  Lottery  should  not  contain  a  sufficient 
number  of  tickets  for  his  purpose.  The 
Iu)o.  gent,  observed  that  Mr.  Bowyer  had 
concluded  to  draw  his  lottery,  and  given  it 
out  Co  the  public,  that  it  should  certainly 
take  plaue  by  the  state  lottery  which  was 
drawn  in  October  last ;  but  unfortunately 
for  Mr.  Bowyer^  that  lottery  containing 
only  80»000  tickets,  he  was  of  course  pre- 
vented, and  which  delay,  the  hon*  gent, 
observed,  bftd  been  attended  with  a  consi* 
derable  loss  tp  Mr.  Bowyer .*-Mr.  Grant 
presented  the  Third  Report  of  the  commis.- 
sioaars  of  Military  Enquiry.— Lord  Ho- 
wkk  presaoted  the  Papers  relative  to  tbe 
lale  Negociation  with  France.  They 
would  be  ready^  he  said,  for  circulatioo 
this  eveaiog;  It  wee  desirable  that  aa  lit- 
tle time  as  possible  should  elapse  before 
they  were  taken  into  consideration*  Jkit 
as  tbey  were  very  volaminous,  it  was  ne- 
cessary the  aenibers  should  h^ve  full  time 
to  peruee  them*  He  did  intend  that  they 
sboald  bedieoutsed  on  Wednesday  sefu- 
night.  But  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  so 
likely  to  prt>core  an  attendance  then  as  on  a 
subsequftdt  day,  and  as  he  wished  the  at 
tendance  migkt  be  ea  full  as  possible,  he 
w4H^d  propose  that  d*y  fortnight,  beyuod 
which  day  tbe  diaenasiou  would  not  be 
postponed*  The  papers  were  then  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table ;  ^  p«  9^) 

{BATtj.Bor  MAiDa— Vote  ot'THAKKt 
TO  SiA  J,  Sr<?*ftT|^c»]  Mr.  Secretary 
JFuMam  rose  in  ptsrsuance  of  his  notice  on 
t<>«diiy»  to  noiw  thirit  tbi  thank*  of  ^e  house 
shoald  be  given  to  geiwral  air  John  Siuart, 
iaud  ca  tbo  ofiktesa  tod  laen  engaged  under 
hii^  tA  IN  fl^aa  battle  of  Maida^  He 
did  ndt  conceive  thai  as^  tidng  lAora  wookl 
be  necessary  to  ho  mtA,  on  his  part,  in 
order  to  obtain  <Im  noaaanoaecciicurrence 
of  the  houiO  in  Ids  ttotiosu  Inhere  had 
been  so  Witjr  ipsaeiraA,  eo  very  Uvriy,  and 
soiieiyfTO^a  fcelis^asaaiftxod  dsm^h^: 
oil  fltt49ttuoltfy  w  Ch»  ais^ect^  tbpt  ke  w» 


convinced,  that  as  no  motion  of  this  de* 
scription  had  ever  been  agreed  to  witii 
more  perfect  unanimity  than  this  would, 
so  none  had  ever  more  completely  carried 
the  feelings  and  approbatiou  of  the  country 
with  it.  The  action  to  which  his  motion 
referr^  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
exploits  that  ever  appeared  in  the  annals  of 
this  or  any  other  country.  Every  man  must 
be  so  Uiorougbly  impressed  wiUi  its  cha- 
racter and  importance,  that  it  was  altoge* 
ther  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  its  value. 
If  he  ventured  to  si^y  any  thing  upon  the 
subject,  it  was  purely  from  an  impulse  to 
give  indulgence  to  his  feelii^.  The  cha* 
racter  of  the  exploit  itself,  and  the  advan- 
tages tlmt  flowed  from  it,  roust  present 
themselves  to  the  sober  reflection  of  every 
man;  and,  indeed,  that  house  and  the 
country  at  large  had  already,  by  their 
admiration  and  gratitude,  pronounced 
upon  the  value  of  tbe  glorious  achievo^ 
ment.  There  was  not  a  single  one,  of  the 
various  views  in  which  this  expkxt  coold 
be  considered,  that  did  not  rank  it  witl^ 
the  proudest  achievements  of  our  sAces- 
tors;  that  did  not  raise  it  to  a  level  efen 
with  the  memorable  days  of  Cressy,  Poi- 
tiers, and  Agincoort.  In  mentioning  these 
scenes  of  British  fame  and  valour,  be  could 
not  omit  to  state  one  peculiar  charecier 
which  belonged  to  this  distinguished  ser. 
vice,  namely,  the  accession  it  produced 
to  our  stock  of  national  glory,  the  most 
valuable  possession  of  a  great  nation. 
Other  services  might  cut  a  greater  fignity 
in  relation  to  their  effect  in  adding  to  aa^ 
tional  importance,  by  acquisitions  of 
strength,  resources,  or  territory,  though 
not  of  a  character  to  call  for  tiie  sort  of 
honours  aiKi  distinctions  merited  by  »• 
chievements  of  this  kind.  In  this  reif)ecc 
tlie  value  and  importance  of  the  exploit 
was  highly  augmented,  even  in  tho  ntdst 
of  those  splendid  and  brilliant  triumpht  to 
which  this  country  had  been  so  much  ac* 
cQstoiiied.  The  glory  aoqoired  in  this^  ao- 
tion  bad  not  often  been  equalled,  and  ne* 
ver  had  been  surpassed  in  the  reoonh  of 
military  renown*  Of  what  valuo  it  was 
to  keep  up  thns  taigh  ohaaractor  kur  militaiy 
spirit;  liow  neoottary  it  was  to  encourage 
it  with  every  hottMraUe  disttnclioa  of 
puldio  iMppnAatMiii  and  gratitnde;  how  im* 
p9ttM»  it  WM  for  any  great  cowstfy  lo 
wve  its  ebcmcter  and  independenco 
wiihom  the  possession  of  such  fcoKagM 
theee  we|w  topieanpon  frhioh  it  «M  uMie- 
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tinsre  h$A  beta  a  period  df  the  world, 
iprheB  a  sItqqi;  raiiilary  fiseliog  was  wanted 
for  the  preservattoD  of  tbe  greatness  and 
glory  of  a  country,  it  was  the  present,  it 
laan  this  period,  wben  the  whole  "world  had 
become,  .as  it  were,  one  universal  camp; 
when  all  pations  were  occupied  with  mili- 
toiy  views,  military  /ame,  and  military  ser- 
vioee;  when  these  military  pursuits  were 
substituted  in  place  of  the  civil  arts  of  life ; 
when  no  country  could  be  safe  that  did 
not  cultivate  them,  and  when  any  country, 
that  did  not  cultivate  them,  could  nalonger 
hope  (ocootinue  its  indepeodence.  We  were 
come  to  that  atate  of  society  when,  as  had 
been  well  said,  the  soldier  was  abroad; 
when,  b  the  iangna^  of  the  poet,  '*  man 
and  steel,  the  soldier  and  the  sword," 
were  the  only  productions  of  a  country 
that  could  be  looked  to  with  coofidence 
for  its  protection  and  security.    It  was 


writings  avotred  thropimoo,  that  thetroopi 
of  the  enemy  were  superior  to  Britiah 
troops.  The  bpiaioo  was  flattering  to  the 
enemy,  but  be  triisted  it  had  not  gone  far 
in  the  country,  and  was  convinced,  that  it 
bad  not  made  any  impression  upon  ihm 
people  or  the  army.  British  soldiers  were 
strangers  to  any  feelings  that  wooM  pre* 
vent  them,  whenever  they  came  m  contact 
with  the  enemy  upon-  nearly  equal  terms^ 
froiu  making  British  valour  as  conspicuous 
by  land  as  by  sea.  It  was  a  general  opinion^ 
that  alb  our  naval  exploits  had  been  achie« 
ved  by  a  superiority  of  experienced  dia«> 
cipline  and  skill;  but  he  could  not  sub» 
ficribe  to  sucli  a  position.  Many  of  those 
heroic  achievements  which  raised  the 
glory  of  our  navy  to  the  highest  pitch,  had 
been  effected  by  the  naked  valour  c£ 
Britons,  without  the  aid  of  skill  or  disd« 
pline.  Of  this  description  were  ^exploits 


oot   beeauae    we   had  lost  any   part   of  performed  in  boarding  ships,  in  cutting  out 


the  military  spirit  or  cfaaraqter  of  the  coun- 
try that,  he  dwelt  with  such  pride  upon  the 
value  of  tills  exploit ;  certainly  not.  This 
country  had  never  forfeited  iu  just  cha- 
racter for  military  superiority*  Yet, 
^XMB  the  drcamstaoces  under  which  the 
war  had  hitherto  been  carried  on,  and  the 
puci^minenoe  of  our  great. and  glorious 
naval  expbiis,  vre  bad  not  had  the  same 
opportunity  of  dtstinguiahing  oar  arms  by 
kod  as  by  sea..  The  nations  of  the  conti^ 
iieol  too,  as  if  they  derived  consolation  in 
their  bumiliatioa  from  the  iaspression, 
eeemed  to  have  been  brought  over  to  the 
opinion^  thaa  our  military  power,  in  the 
largest  sense  of  the  word,  was  wholly  confi- 
ned to  naval  opeations.  They  seemed  to 
thick,  that  this  ooantry,  was,  he  should 
not  si^  proportionably  weak,  but  that  it 
was  not  proportionably  strong  by  land  as 
bj  sea.  Now,  the  immediate  tendency 
and  eisct  of  the  glorious  battle  of  Maida 
was,  that  it  would  meet  these  optaions,  and 
correct  the  error  in  which  they  originated. 
It  was  impossible  to  oontemplate  this  glo* 
none  exploit  in  all  its  circumstances,  and 
not  give  my  to  a  felmg  of  triumph  at  the 
superiority  of  national  valour  displayed  in 
it.  Yet,  it  might  be  said  that  it  was  not 
by  naked  vabur  that  the  skiU,  the  disci- 
pline, and  experience  of  the  veteran  troops 
of  tttie  enemy  were  to  be  overcome.  It  re- 
sulted, however,  Itom  the  experience  of 
thia  action,  that  British  disciplined  troops 
posaesswl  a  d^ided  superiority  over  those 
of  tiie  enemfv  lii^ny  persons  in  this  ooun*^ 
iff  ^ptmxmd  ^  ffrtartiffi  md  ia  their 


vessels  from  under  the  protecdon  of  batle« 
ries,  and  in  various  other  operations  p^*' 
formed  by  British  seamen  on  shore,  in 
every  one  of  which  the  native  vabur  oC 
our  countrymen  was  uniformly  triumphant. 
There  were  no  such  instanioes  to  be  found 
recorded  in  the  military  annals  of  the  ene« 
my.  The  enemy,  hotvever,  bad  persuaded 
other  nations,  that  they  were  as  superior  to 
us  by  IsjAkI,  as  we  are  to  them  by  sea;  and 
the  delusion  semned  to  have  prevailed  on 
the  continent.  But  the  battle  of  Maidabad 
broken  the  chamu  Every  drcumstance  of 
its  progress;  the  conduct  of  the  officers^  and 
the  bravery  of  the  men,  had  established  the 
ascendancy  of  Britlsii  valour,  and  main* 
tained  that  superiority,  whidi  this  country 
possessed  in  all  ages.  In  proof  of  this  ha 
could  appeal  to  the  determination,  as  ap« 
peered  by  the  gasette,  of  sir  John  Stuart^ 
to  advance  with  his  inforior  force  to  the  ai* 
tack  of  the  enemy,  even  in  the  strong  posif 
lion  he  occupied,  if  the  enemy  had  not  ad? 
vanced  to  meet  htm.  The  issue  of  the 
action  that  ensued  would  prove  to  the  chief 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  his  troops,  who  arro* 
gated  to  themselves  a  superiority  over  all 
other  tipops,  that  they  wee  not  invincible, 
as  they  would  represent  themselves,  ^at 
they  could  not  withstand  the  vatour  e€ 
British  troops  when  fitirly  committed  againet 
them  in  action.  And  yet,  from  whatever 
causes,  certainly  not  from  want  of  counage 
in^eir  adversaries,  the  enronts  <>f  the  late 
wars  had  contributed  to  oountenanoe  tl^B 
opinion  «f  their  being  invincible^  They 
coa^oamd  4HBcattse  t<^  thought  tbqr  oouU 
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conquer:  **  Pos'stmt  quia  posie  vidcntur."  This 
victbry,  ha^ever,  bad  dissolved  the  spell.  It 
was  obtained  ih  the  face  of  £urope,  in  the 
view  of  ^e  nation  for  whose  interest  the^ 
expedition  was  undertaken,  and  had  proved 
to  the  world,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  dis- 
guised or  concealed,  that  FViencU  troops  are 
inferior  to  British  troops.  And  here  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  taice  some  precaution 
to  gua)*d  against  any  possible  misconstrue* 
tton  of  his  meaning*  Nothing  could  be 
farther  from  bis  intention,  than  to  repre- 
sent this  exploit  as  exclusively  glorious  for 
tlie  >reputation  of  the  British  arms.  The 
whole  of  the  campaign  in  Egypt  was  equal<- 
)y  conspicuous'  for  the  lustre  it  cast  upon 
dbe  military  character  of  the  British  nation. 
This  achievement  condensed  into  a  single 
dction^  all  the  same  merits,  that  had  been 
displayed  in  every  opek^ation  during  that 
glorious  campaign.  It  was  a  lesson  to  this 
OGMintry,  to  the  enemy,  and  to.theiworld,  of 
the  comparative  va^e  of  British  suid  French 
trpops,  and  thoroughly  confirmed  the  deci* 
sive. superiority  of  Brkisb  valour.  There 
never  bad  been  an  action  so  ^completely 
calculated  in  all  its  circumstances,  so  per- 
fectly frahied,  to  establish  that  tenth.  He 
eould  not  more  forcibly  illubtrate  this  fact 
Iftian  by  adopting  the  eloquent  language  of 
sir  John  Stuart  on  the  subjects  **  It  seems," 
said  the  gallaot  general  in  his.  c^spatch, 
**  as  if  the  prowess  of  tbetwo  nations  was 
to  be  brought  to  trial  beforenhe  tivorld.*' 
Certainly  no  action,  under  any  ciroumstan* 
ces,'  could  be  better  caJculated  for  such  a 
trial.  If  two  sete  of  philosophersr  were 
to  have  undertaken  to  make  aniexperiment, 
by 'doing  a^xr ay  every  thing  extraii'eous  to 
their  process,  they  couldnot  have  succeeded 
Riore  accurately.  In  the  first  part  of  .the 
action-  the  two  armies  advanced  against 
each  t[>ther'with  the  bayonet ;  an  operation, 
tiiough  much  talked  of,  that  very  seldom 
took' place  f^etween  great,  bodies  of  men. 
Every  circumstance,  even  in  the  most  mi^ 
nute  detail  that  had  happened  previously 
to  the  shock,  concurred  to  bring  the  cou- 
rage and  intrepidity  of  the  two  rival  nations 
to  tl?e  trial.  The  contest  was  decided,  not 
by  any  sui)eriority  of  corporal  strength,  but 
by  the  predominance  of  personal  intrepidi- 
ty. Both'  annies  advanced  firmly  to  the 
charge,  until  within  half  a.  yard  of  each 
other.  In  this  moment  of  perilous  trial, 
British  resolution  and  valour  held  out,  and 
'  the  enemy  shrunk  back  with  panic  from 
the  ttrribliB  contest.— It  Ivas  not  improper 
to  state  berei  that  hardly  any  of  our  men 


were  wounded  by  the  bayDnet.-«He  had  to' 
apologise  to  the  house  for  having  trespassed 
so  long  on  their  attention ;  but  really- 
the  theme  was  so  pleasing,  that  he  could* 
not  refrain  from  dwelling  upon  it  with  pes 
culiar  satisfaction.  The  detail  of  the  ac»- 
tion  exhibited  merits  q(  all  sorts,  equally 
honourable  to  the  skill  of  the  ofikers,  and' 
the  firmness  and  valour'of  the  soldiers. 
Having  been  led  thus  far  by  the  natural  • 
pleasure  one  felt  in  speaking  of  so  grate**' 
ful  a  subject, .  he  should  not  detain  tlie^ 
bouse  longer  than  whilst  he  could  state 
some  circumstances  respecting  the  action^  * 
which  were  not  generally  known.  By  these ' 
circumstances  it  would  appear,  t^atthe  vic-^^ 
tory  had  been  more  decisive,  and  the  de*' 
feat  of  the  enemy  more  complete  than  was- 
at  first  supposed.  Sir  John  Stuart  had 
correctly  stated  the  amount  of  his  own 
force  as  under  5000  men  ;  but  he  had  not 
the  means  of  accurately  ascertaining  the* 
force  of  the  enemy,  when  be  wrote  hisdis-^' 
patch.  In  that  it  had  been  stated  at  nearly* 
7000,  but  it  should  have  been  stated  at 
nearly  8000  men.  This -fact  (had  been  dis** 
covered  from  returns  found  upon  the  per*** 
s0ns  of  some  of  the  ofiicers  that  had  been* 
killed.  The  next  circumstance  he  had  to- 
mention  respected  the'  amount  of  -the* 
enemy's  loss.  Sir  J.  Stuart  stated  the 
numbers  of  tb&  killed  at  700;  but  it  had' 
been  afterwards  ascertained,-  by  observa- 
tions made  .upon  the  spot,  that  the  number- 
of  killed  in  ithe  action  amounted  to  1300. 
Fifteen  liund red  prisoners  had  been  the* 
immediate  fruit  of  the  action,  and  a  consi-* 
cierable  number  more  fell  into  our  hands 
from  the  consequences  of  the  action^  So 
that  thus  anumber,.  nearly  equal  to  the  whole 
of  the  British  force,  had  been  disposed  of 
by  this,  brilliant,  action.  Another  conse- 
quence of  the  exploit  was,  that  it  had  set 
the  Calabrians  free  from  the  presence  of  the 
enemy,  and  bad  totally  broken  up  the  force 
of  general  :Regnierin  these  provinces,  which' 
amounted  to  13,000  meD'.-«^It  was  notperW 
haps  necessary  to  have  dwelt  so  much  on 
the  advantages  that,  resulted  from  thia 
battle ;  but  the  glory  diat  had  been  acqui-* 
red  in  it,  he  considered  of  infinitely  greater 
importance  thaa  any  immediate  benefits' 
that  had  been  derived  from  v  the  action* 
This  it  was  that  vrould  carry  the efiect of  the 
brilliant  exploit  beyond  the  single  instance,  ■ 
by  re0toring  the  military  renown  of  this 
country,  which  had  been  called  in  questioner 
He  who  gave  glory  to  his  country,  gave 
that  which  «ias  kr  more  valuable  to  it  than 
I  1    ' 
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any  -  acquisition  whatever*  Glory  alone 
was  jiot  to  be  taken  away  by  time  ur  acci* 
dents,  Sbips,  territories,  or  possessions, 
night  be  wrested  from  a  country,  but  the, 
mode  of  acquiring  them  could  never  be  for- 
gotten, and  the  glory  of  the  conquest  was 
independent  of  all  accidents.  The  acquisi- 
tions that  were  the  consequence  of  the  glo* 
rious.  days  of  Gressy  and  Poitiers,  had 
long  since  passed  into  other  hands;  but 
the  glory  of  those  illustrious  achievements 
still  adhered  to  t^e  British  name,  and  was 
inmiortal.  It  was  that  iine  extract,  that 
pure  essence,  that.indured  to  all  ages, 
whilst  the  grosser  parts,  the  residuu  m  passed 
away,  and  were  lost  in  the  course  of  time. 
On  this  ground  it  was,  that  he  thought 
that  the  victory  of  Maida  would  stand  as 
high  as  any  exploit  upon  the  records  of 
our  military  achievements,  and  that  the 
glory  of  general  Stuart  and  his  brave  ^rmy, 
wpuld  9Ufvive  to.  the  latest  posterity,  un- 
less tiie  country  should,  at  any  time,  sink 
into  sudi  a  state  of  degradation,  that  the 
meniory  of  former  glory  would  be  a  re- 
proach to  existing  degeneracy^  Even  in 
aucb  a  state  of  degradation,  he  was  sure, 
that  such  an  instance  as  this,  would  be 
ealculaJted  to  rouse  a  nation  to  emulate  tlie 
ejq>loits  of  its.  ancestors.  The  name  of 
general  Stuart  would  justly  be  ranked 
among  the  foremost  in  our  military  annals. 
The  right  hon.  secretary  said,  he  had  fell 
pleasure  in  dweUing  upon  the  various  me- 
rits of  this  brilliant  exploit,  because  it  revi- 
ved and  resuscitated,  as  it  were,  that  half 
of  our  national  character  which  bad  been 
icalled  in  question,  and  proved  that  Britons 
bad  the  same  superiority  oyer  the  enemy  by 
land  as  they  had  by  sea.  The  right  hon.  gent. 
GOQcluded  by  moving :  1  st,  *'  That  the  thanks 
of  this  house  be  given  to  major-general  sir 
John  Stuart,  knight  of  the  most  honoura- 
ble order  of  the  bath,  for  the  distinguished 
ability  displayed  by  him  on  the  4th  of  Ju- 
ly last,  in  the  brilliant  action  on  the 
plains  of  Maida,  which  terminated  in  the 
signal  and  total  defeat  of  the  superior  for- 
ces of  the  enemy.  ^  2.  That  the  thanks  of 
this  boyse  be  given  to  brigadier-general 
the  hon*.  George  Lowry  Cole,  brigadier^ge- 
aeral  William  Palmer "Ackland,  and  the 
sevevi^  other  offipers,  for  their  distinguish- 
ed exeriions.on  the  4th  of  July  last,  in  the 
briUiaat  action. on  the  Plauis  of  Maida, 
which  terminated  in  the  signal  and  total 
defeat,  of  the  superior  forces  of  the  enemy ; 
and  that  mejor-general  sir  John  Stuart  do 
Mflff^(y.  Um  same  to .  them.    3.  That  this 


hduse  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  ac« 
knowledge,  the  distinguished  valour  and 
disciplii^e  displayed  by  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  private  soldiers  of  the 
forces  serving  on  the  4th  of  J  uly  lastj^  ur  - . 
der  the  command  of  major-general  $ir 
John  Stuart,  in  the  brilliauj  victory  ob- 
tained on  the  Plains  of  Maida,  and  that 
the  same  be  signified  to  them  by  the  cow^ 
manding  officers  of  the  several  corps,  who 
are  desired  to  thank  them  for  their  gallant 
and  exemplary  conduct.'* 

Sir  John  Dottle,  in  seconding  the  motion, 
expressed  himself,  in  a  maiden  speech,  in 
the  following  words: — Mr.  Speaker;  in. 
rising  to  address  you  for  the  first  time,  I 
feci,  sir,'  how  much  1  shall  stand  in  need 
of  your  countenance,  and  the  kind  indul- 
gence of  the  house  ;  but  I  trust  that  the 
motives  which  induce  me  to  trouble  you, 
while  they  plead  my  excuse,  may  obtain 
for  me  a  patient  hearing,  and  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  mark  my  sense  of  that  induU 
gence,  by  trespassing  upon  it  but  for  a  mo. 
ment.  Sir,  having  witnessed  upon  many 
trying  occasions  the  zeal,  discipline,  skill, 
aiUd  courage,  in  this  instance  so  brilliantly 
displayed,  by  this  gallant  officer  and  his 
brave  companions,  I  cannot  reconcile  it  to 
my  feelings  to  conHne  myself  to  a  cold  and 
passive  assent.  1  should  not,  sir,  trust 
the  cause  of  these  valiant  men  to  so  feeble 
an  advocate  as  myself,  did  1  not  know  that 
they  will  find  a  ready  and  warm  advocate 
in  the  breast  of  every,  man  I  have  the  ho* 
nour  to  address.  The  thanks  of  parlia- 
ment were  never  better  deserved,  nor 
would  they  be  any  where  more  highly  pri- 
zed ;  and  I  feel  that  the  motion  i%  not 
more  justly  applied,  than  it  is  happily  ti- 
med ;  for  as  the  crisis  is  fast  approaching, 
when  the  country  will  expect  that  every 
man  shall  do  his  duty,  what  a  noble  in- 
citement will  it  be  for  men,  not  barely, 
but  enthusiastically,  to  do  thcur  duty, 
when  so  well  assured  of  being  rewarded 
by  the  gratitude  of  their  country.  It  is  in 
upholding  and  encouraging  the  high  sense 
of  honour  so  conspicuous  in  the  fleets  and 
armies  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  country 
will  find  its  best  security,  and  it  is  because 
the  measures  of  the  right  hon.  mover  are 
built  upon  this  foundation,  that,  they  not 
only  meet  my  approbation^  but,  as  a  soldier, 
demand  my  grateful  acknowledgement.  I 
know,  sir,  so  well  the  feelings  of  these  gal- 
lant men,  that  whatever  privations  they 
may  have  endured,  whatever  labours  sus- 
Uiaed,  or  wha.texe;'  dangers  e^n\qonotered. 
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th€y  will  find  tlMaselves  amply  repaid  by 
the  mon  glorioas  of  all  rewards^  the  appro- 
bation of  a  beloved  sovereign^  and  the 
thanks  and  plaudits  of  a  brave  a^id  free 
people*  The  exclamation  of  every  man 
will  be,  ^*  When  I  cease  to  be  actuated  by 
Buch  motives,  I  trust  I  shall  cease  to  ex. 
kt/  I  rely  upon  tl\e  good  feeling  of  the 
Iiouse  to  pardon  this  effusion  so  naturally 
drawn  fonh,  and  which,  if  I  were  willing^ 
1  am  unable  to  suppress. 

Mr.  Johnstone  observed,  that  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  add  any  thing  to  the  very 
glowing  and  eloquent  panegyric  which  the 
right  hon. gentleman  bad  pronounced;  but 
there  were  oi^e  or  two  observations  which 
to  naturally  arose  out  of  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  gent.,  that  he  could  not  refrain 
Irom  stating  them  to  the  house,  being 
deeply  convinced  that  they  were  of  great 
knportanoe*  He  had  ever  regarded  tlie 
right  hon.  gent*  as  one  of  the  persons  most 
sensible  to  whatever  concerned  the  honour 
of  the  army,  and  the  speech  he  had  just 
then  delivered  iiad  confirmed  him  in  the 
opinion..  At  the  same  time,  he  had  been 
led  to  believe,  that  the  right  lion*  gent, 
was  convinced,  like  every  other  gent,  who 
had  reflected  muCh  on  the  subject,  that  the 
best  means  were  not  found  in  our  present 
military  system,  to  excite  in  the  army  a 
tpirit  of  enthusiasm,  which,  whenever  it 
firevatled,  was  the  sure  omen  of  victory. 
Neitiier  was  the  military  profession  fol- 
lowed )w  public  approbation ;  nor  was  a 
Boldier  honoured  and  esteemed  in  this 
comnereisi  island,  in  the  degree  due  to  him 
who  devoted  his  life  to  the  protection  of 
his  country*  This  evil  was  the  necessary 
consequence  of  the  peculiar  favour  witli 
•which  we  chenstied  oor  nanry,  and  of  the 
coostitationai  jealousy  with  which  our  mi 
iitary  eatahlidbments  were  regarded.  If 
4iiir  armies  had  still  proved  superior  to 
•those  of  all  other  nations  with  whom  they 
had  to  ooBteod,  it  resulted  from  the  natu- 
tal  <»ura«  attd  enei^  of  the  British  cha- 
<»eler.  ITwt  ev«ry  reflecting  man  must 
fcel,  that  at  tbe  fMvseot  crisis,  it  was  desi- 
taUc  to  pmcfeite  ^lose  me^ns  used  by  all 
eHitr  ycwers  Iib  fester  aad  encourage  «ii- 
iilarf  virtiM  aftd  military  taleiits.  He 
iMd  thersCore  witnessed  with  much  satis 
JhcticMi  tha  appointment  of  tbe  right  hon. 
gent,  to  fhfe  head  of  the  war  dq^aitmeBt. 
And  wh^  dMS  spleiklid  victory  of  Maida 
tod  been  o^btfliiied,  it  liad  aibrded  inm  tio 
ku  sMMtcftionfDT  all  the  reasons  that  had 
hmok  mm4f  thaii.beea«se  il'Seemed  lo  pre^ 


sent  a  it  occasion  for  introducing  a  fonda* 
mental  am<^lioratton  into  our  army,  by 
granting  promo^ons  and  distinctions  to 
such  officers  as  had  displayed  extraordinary 
merit*  But  all  tlie  liopes  and  expectations 
he  had  ciierished  had  been  disappointed. 
General  Stuart  had  been  honourrd  with 
the  order  of  the  Bath ;  but  neither  tbe  four 
distinguished  officers  who  commanded  bri- 
gades, nor  any  one  of  the  field«o fleers,  had 
been  advanced  in  military  rank  for  their 
services  on  so  memorable  a  day*  He  did 
not  state  this  by  way  of  charge  against  his 
majesty's  ministers ;  because  he  was  very 
sensible,  that  the  present  military  system 
afforded  no  precedent  for  what  he  sug- 
gested* But  it  would  scarcely  be  credited 
by  posterity,  or  by  other  nations,  that  a 
victory,  which  exalted  in  the  highest  degree 
the  national  glory , which  in  our  annals  would 
be  recorded  with  the  triumphs  of  Cressy 
and  Poictiers,  had  not  obtained  militaiy 
rank  or  military  honours  for  any  of  those 
brave  men  by  whom  it  had  been  achieved, 
it  was  not  thus  that  our  Edwards  and  our 
Henries  rewarded  their  companions  in  arms* 
It  was  not  thus  that  our  enemy  had  raised 
a  spirit  of  enthuuasm  in  his  army,  which 
rendered  him  more  formidable  than  all  the 
conquests  he  had  obtained*  It  was  a  fact 
well  known,  that  throughout  every  military 
establishment  in  Europe,  odicers  who  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  the  foce  of  the 
enemy,  were  immediately  promoted  and 
honoured  at  the  same  time  with  various 
badges  of  distinction.  In  our  naval  service, 
when  a  victory  had  lately  been  obtaitied  by 
admiral  Duckworth,  6ach  of  the  captains 
were  honoured  by  medals,  and  the  senior 
lieutenant  in  each  ship  had  been  promoted. 
It  was  now  the  unvaried  practice  to  pro-  ^ 
noote  every  officer  who  distinguished  him* 
self,  and  not  a  little  of  the  glory  which  had 
been  obtained  by  oar  naif  y  was  the  result 
of  the  emulation  thus  excited .  Even  when 
a  frigate  had  lately  been  eaptuied,  the 
captiun  had  been  introdooed  to  the  pre- 
sence of  his  sovereign,  and  received  the 
honour  of  knigfathoc^*  But  who  €0«ld 
compare  the  merit  of  such  an  event  with 
tile  glory  that  belonged  to  |;enerols  Cole 
and  Aekland,  wnd  to  eoloneii  Oswald  and 
Ken^t,  who  eonnMaacled  hrigjadcs  at  the 
battle  of  Maida^  Ht  trusted  that  %fit  tn»- 
jesiy  would  he  advised  to  eonlfor  dtt  tlMiB 
the  l^e  distsnetiovt;  Ibat  iM  the  geld-off- 
oers  would  he  advanced  one  step  in  fM^ 
by  a  brev^  eommlssion,  acid  he«ti^v^>^ 
to  wear  an  honoHtfy  m«dal  ittoo«ttd«r«ii0* 
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oT  tUeit'  sWViC^.  1*0  some,, these  things 
totght  ajip^ar  tVirt itig,  sis  iWvolvihg  lio  Sub-  \ 
Stantid  or  ^olid  bfetiefil,  but  h't  hoped  the 
tmYiiba-  ^AS  k^  xi'bo  vi^'uld  a^OAV  such 
^ttitimfefitfe,  titfes  Jatid  di^'tihetioni  were 
indeed  ai  littlfe  iii)'poVt^icfe,  wl^en  they  were 
the  re>Vard  Of  p^t-liahi'eliltiry  labour^  or 
prhrattattathifl^fils;  bat  ^Very  distmctlon, 
however  i!f<itJiiBfdi&t4l3le  iri  itsfeif,  wad  pre- 
ciotis,  whtih  it  fi^fved  to  rfemlnd  hi^nkind  of 
tlne'COtil-iag^  ftnd  edacity  by  which  it  had 
bi?eti  aCQoired. 

Mf.  Secvadify'  IVthdka^  rejplied,  that 
Stottietbihg  df  th^  tiaturt  of  that  to  wTiich 
tlife  hbri.  geht.  allbded,  had  been  already 
dOnfe;  B\lt  the  dfCufti^tatices  of  the  army 
add  niiVy  ^^'^^'6  so  es^ijnlially  diffi^i'eht,  ihat 
the  two  services  could  nbt,  in  tfespect  of  ho- 
titTGri,  bfe  e^cafctly  asSirttilftttd.^The  mo- 
liuii^  wefeth^h  ^gi'feed  to,  weWii  con* 

HOVSE    OF   COMMOKS. 

'  (1WtKtftl!^«.]  Mr.  llbbhbuse  bbtaihed 
ieirve  «o  bring  irt  a  bill  tb  revk^,  atiiend, 
tttid  rendei-  pefpetual,  th6  Act  of  the  42d  of 
tbfe  king,  f^latlve  to  tb^  tHul  of  Contested 
Eledtidn*;  ^hltih  bill  the  h6n,  nierftbt^i- 
stah^d  it  to  be  tnaterial  tO  carry  through 
tte  faOQs^  with  ali  toftVi^i^ht  expedition, 
itt  ortier  that  the  p{*rtife^  coficeHied  iti  the 
petition*  wbicli  were  now  before  the  house, 
Arid  about  to  be  presented,  might  .expe- 
fi^ag  the  benefits  which  it  had  been  found 
frapttWedf  oraducing.  The  bill  was  brought 
it;  relkd  anrkt  atld  sec^ond  time,cofiimitted, 
rtpdrted,  alid  ordfci'fed  to  be  re^ld  a  third 
lifheFtb-nioffow.-^Th^  hoUsetesolved  into 
a€omtnlttee  of  Stipply,  lord  H.  Petty  in 
thfe  dWdt,  attd'the  order,  usual  at  the  com- 
tttSoixltmnt  of  a  session,  that  a  Supply 
be  cfttiit^d  tb  tts  majesty,  was  moved  by 
M#Vansittart,  ^tid  agreed  t^.— Mr*  C. 
Wynne  gaVeridti^e,  that  he  would  to-mot- 
t&a  ttJOvfefof  leaver  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
tcotnittoef  »tn!  amend  the  Thames  Police 
lBCt,'-«-Th^  hot),  gem.  also  called  the  atte'n- 
ti6D  of  the  hou^e  to  an  order  made  ih  the 
y«kr  1805,  th&t  ft  r^u'm  should  be  made  of 
thfe  Lunatics  atrd  Insafie  Persons  in  custody 
tbf  oogfaoikt  Great  Britain,  in  consequence  of 
ifl^6ll t>rd<^  t<rany* returns;  had  beeti  made. 
BottitC^Middth^rsiifftihirYetut'nStouldnot, 
be-  urrAeritcfody'  ber  laid  before  the  house, 
tiniest  lite  onkr  referred  to  should  b^  re- 
newed. M^  tb^fore  moved,  tliat  thi^ord^r 
itouM  bcTTentew^d.  Ordered  accord  iftgly.— 
Mr.  Biddtrfp!)  gave  notice  that  as  the  chair- 
jdmti  of  tb^'  commrtte^ of  Ways  fttid  Mesihs 

vql.  vm. 


had  no  functions  out  of  that  house> 
and  as  the  present  was  a  period  in  which 
it  was  becessary  to  makii  every  possible 
relrenchineht,  he  should  to-morrow  move 
a  resolution,  that  no  salary  should  in  future 
attach  to  that  office. ^^Petitions  were  pre* 
sented,  coihplaining  of  uttdue  returns 
fbi-  \Vey mouth  and  Thetford.  The  for* 
mer  was  ordered  to  be.  taken  into  consi* 
(deration  on  the  2^d^  and  the  latter  on  the 
S7th  of  Jahuary, 

[(jALWAY  Election  Wiiit.]  Lord 
ffowick  observed,  that  in  consequence- of  a 
return  for  the  tounty  of  Galway,  or  rather 
something  described  as  a  return  for  that 
county,  he  felt  it  his  duly  to  bring  the  sub* 
ject  before  the  hpuse.  Th6  sheriff  of  Gal- 
way had  thought  proper  to  retui*n,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  ekigency  of  tlie  writ, 
merbly  that  the  election  was  noi  concluded j 
and  that  he  should  keep  it  open  until  alt 
the  electors  in  tbe  county  should  be  polled^ 
This^mode  of  proceeding,  the  noble  lord 
conceived  the  house  must  feel  to  be  as 
highly  iri-egular  as  ttie  return  to  be  unsa- 
tisfactory, and  of  course  it  required  inves* 
tigation.  He  therefore  moved,  that  the  de*  • 
puty  clerk  of  the  crown  sliould  appear  at 
the  bar  to-morrow,  with  the  last  return  for 
the  county  of  Galway,  and  when  this  re-^ 
turn  should  be  laid  on  tlie  table,  the  noble 
lord  stated  it  to  be  his  intention  to  move 
on  an  early  day,  that  the  subject  should  be 
taken  into  farther  consideration,  and  that  the 
sheriff  of  Galway  should  be  called  to  the  bar. 

Mr,  Carry  took  occasion  to  observe, 
that  thei*e  was  no  law  in  Ireland,  as  in  tliis 
country^  to  limit  the  continuance  of  elec- 
tions In  any  other  respect  than  tiiat  pre* 
scribed  by  the  exigency  of  the  writ,  and 
that  the  case  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord, 
was  not  without  precedent  in  that  country. 
He  remembered  an  iiistance  where  a  re* 
turning  officer  had  made  a  special  return 
of  the  same  nature  jaod  possiUy  the  she- 
riff of  Galway  nii^ i  have  acted  upoii  the 
same  precedent.  Upon  this  pomt  however^ 
he  could  not  venture  to  speak  with  pre- 
cision, as  he  was  wholly  *ui) acquainted  with 
the  circumstahces  of  the  Galway  election; 
but  he  thought  it  necessary,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  noble  lord  and  for  the  ani- 
madversion of  the  house,  to  state  t  he  J)  re- 
cedent  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Lord  Howkk  said,  he  was  awar^  of  the 
fact  stated  by  the  ri^ht  hon»  gent.,  that  the 
law  for  lirhiting  the  duration  of  Ele9tionp 
in  this  country  did  not  exist  in  Ireland.* 
and  suggested  for'tfae  coDftideiaiion  of  ttio 
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house,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to. 
extend  the  law  upon  this  subject  to  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom*  With  regard 
to  the  precedent  alluded  to  by  the  right 
hou.  gent.,  he  should  be  sorry  to  preclude 
the  sUerifT'of  the  county  of  Galway  from 
pleading  the  sanction  of  any  precedent  or 
usage  that  prevailed  in  Ireland  upon  this 
subject.  But  yet  he  was  rather  disinclined 
to  think  that  any  such  precedent  or  usage 
could  vindicate  the  return  complained  of, 
because  the  difficulties  which  were  stated 
to  have  led  to  the  return,  could  have  been 
easily  guarded  against  by  a  proper  exercise 
of  the  discretion  vested  in  the  sheriff  by  law. 
— The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  lord 
Howick  stated,  that  he  would  fix  upon  to. 
morrow  fortnight  for'  the  farther  conside- 
ration of  this  case,  as,  within  that  time,  all 
the  proceedings  would  most  probably  be 
at  an  end,  and  the  sheriff  of  Galway  would 
be  conveniently  enabled  to  attend  the  house. 

HOUSn   OF   COMMONS* 

Wednesday^  Dtcembtr  24.' 
[Minutes.]  On  the  motion  of  lord  Ho- 
wiek,  it  was  ordered  that  the  house  should, 
at  its  rising,  adjourn  to  ^londay  the  29th 
instant, — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hobhouse, 
the  Election  Trial  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed.^On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Free- 
itiantle,  the  order  for  the  consideratioh  of 
the  Saltash  Election  petition,  was  postpo- 
ned rVomTuesdaty  13th  to.Tuesclay27th  Jan. 
on  the  ground  that  the  evidence  would  not 
be  in  readiness  till  that  day. — Adn^iral 
Markham  moved,  that  the  Navy  Estimates 
for  1807,  be  laid  before  the  house. — I'he 
secretary  at  war  and  Mr.  Calcraft  made 
similar  motions  with  respect  to  the  Army 
and  Ordnance  Estimates  ;  and  Mr.  Vansit- 
tart  moved,  that  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  requesting  him  to 
direct  the  said  Estimates  to  be  laid  before 
the  house*     Ordered* 

[Galway  Election  Writ.]  On  the 
motion  of  lord  Howick,  the  order  for  the 
Attendance  of,  the  deputy  clerk  of  the 
crown,  with .  the  return  for  the  county  of 
Galway,  was  read.  The  deputy  clerk  was 
JBk  attendance,  andllbe  return  was  read*  It 
stated  that  the  sheriff,  in  obedience  to  his 
majesty  8  writ»  had  proceeded  in  diie  time 
to  the  poll,  and  proceeded  with  all  due  di- 
ligence, it  being  kept  open  seven  hours  in 
each  day :  but  that  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, the  day  bf?fore  which  the  return  should 
bave  been  made,  the  suffrages  of  a  ^reat 
number  bf  freeholders  remaned  .still  un* 


collected.  The  clerk  of  the  crown  notified 
at  the  same  time,  that  a  second  return  had 
been  received  this  day,  dated  17tb  of  Decem- 
ber. The  substance  of  this  return  was,  that, 
the  suffrages  of  all  the  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Galway  being  collected,  Mr.  D. 
B.  Daly,  and  Mr.  Martin,  were  duly  elec- 
ted. It  was  ordered  that  these  returns 
should  be  entered  on  the  books* 

Lord  Howick  said^  it  was  his  intention  to 
have  followed  up  the  substantiation  of  the 
default  of  the  sheriff  in  not  having  made  this 
return  by  the  day  when  it  was  required, 
with  a  motion  that  he  should  be  ordered  tp 
attend  at  the  bar  to  abide  the  judgement  of 
the  house.  But  in  consideration  6f  the 
precedent  stated  by  a  right  hon*  gent.  (Mr. 
Corry)  last  night,  and  from  there  being  up 
room  to  suppose  that  the  sheriff  had  beea 
wilfully  negligent  of  his  duty,  he  shoulci 
vvavAi  that  proceeding,  and  rest  satisfied  witii 
the  real  return* 

Mr*  Corrtf  was  happy  that  his  recollec- 
tion had  tended  to  save  the  house  and  the 
sheriff  the  pain  of  misplaced  severity.  But 
he  hoped  thit  Irish  gentlemen  would,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session,  consider  the 
propriety  of  amending  the  Irish  election 
laws  in  this  and  many  other  particulars. 

[Salary  of  the  CiiAiKMAif  of  the 
Ways  and  Means.]  Mr.  Biddulph  rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  make  his  promised 
motion,  relative  to  the  Salary  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Ways  and  Means.  This  salaiy, 
in  his  opinion,  might  be  saved  to  the  public* 
As  he  considered  it  as  of  extreme  moment 
that  the  motion  which  he  was  now  to  make 
in  furtherance  of  that  economy  which  had 
been  so*  warmly  recommended  in  his  ma- 
jesty's speech,  should  not  suffer  from  any 
thing  ainnected  with  the  person  by  whom 
it  was  brought  forward,  he  disclaimed  all 
intention  of  hostility  to  his  majesty'p  mi- 
nisters ;  he  was  fully  sensible  of  their  great 
talents,  the  purity  of  their  motives,  and  their 
resolution  to  redeem  the  pledges  of  econo- 
my  which  they  had  given.  If  this  had  not 
been  their  intention,  he  was  persuaded  that 
the  passage  to  which  he  alluded  would  not 
have  been  inserted  in  his  majesty's  speech. 
He  admired  the  ability  of  ministers,  and 
particularly  of  the  noble  lord  (Ho>yick)  who 
had  lately  made  a  speech  so  distinguished 
for  its  eloquence,  imd  so  well  calculated  to 
make  the  deepest  impression.  The  measure 
which  he  had  to  recommend,  if  carried  into 
execution,  woiild  be  attended  with  the  hap- 
piest effects.  As  to  the  individual  who  was 
said  to  be  named  to  the  situation  of  chaii;« 
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maa  of  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Meatir, 
*  (Mr.  Hobhouee)  he  certainly  meant  nothing 
personal  against  him.  He  had  known  him  from 
bis  earliest  years,  had  tlie  greatest  respect 
f6r  him,  and  he  knew  too  well  the  liberali- 
ty of  his  mindy  to  doubt  that  he  would  give 
him  credit  for  having  the  public  good  only 
in  view.  He  would  now  come  more  imme- 
diately to  the  subject.  He  was  sensible 
that  this  woald  appear  rather  too  early  a  pe- 
riod for  such  a  niotion,  but  then  it  was 
proper  to  bring  it  forward  before  the  chair- 
man had  entered  on  his  duties.  His  atten- 
tion had  been  particularly  called  to  the 
subject  by  the  paternal  expressions  in  his 
majesty's  speech,  which  had  made  the  deepest 
Impression  on  every  one  who  heard  them, 
and  which,  if  not  acted  upon,  might  subject 
them  to  the  charge  of  criminality.  He 
would  read  the  passage  to  which  he  alludec). 
The  hon.  gent,  then  read  that  part  of  the 
speech  which  lamented  the  necessity  of  the 
public  burtbeps,  and  recommended  econo- 
my. He  thought  this  was  an  instance  in 
vhich  the  economy  recommended  in  his  ma- 
jesty's speech  might  be  well  put  in  practice. 
No  man  should,  in  his  opinion,  be  paid  for 
his  duty  in  the  house  of  commons,  with 
tbe  exception  only  of  the  person  wbo 
filled  the  chair,  whose  salary  was  meant  to 
support  the  dignity  of  the  house,  as  well  as 
to  reward  his  labours^  But  the  situation  of 
chairman  olf  the  Ways  and  Means  was  one 
^itL  different  nature*  There  was  no  reason, 
he  apprehended,  why  some  of  the  other 
•dicers ,  paid  by  government  should  not 
take  the  duty  on  themselves.  He  asked 
tlie  candour  of  the  house,  whether  sonie  ol 
the  junior  lords  of  the  treasury  miglit  not 
discharge  it?  It  might  be  said,  that  their 
minds  would  be  too  much  harassed,  and 
their  bodies  too  much  fatigued  with  other 
duties,  to  undertake  this  one.  Bat  he  un- 
derstood that  this  could  not  be  the  case,  as 
tbefr  duties  consisted  only  in  signing  a  few 
papers :  but  at  all  events,  there  were  some 
whose  duties  were  not  heavy .  An  gbjection 
might  be  made,  that  this  was  an  unusual 
mode  of  proceeding.  His  answer  was, 
that  these  were  unusual  times ;  that  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  public  were  unusual,  and 
that  this  would  justify  them  in  receding 
from  common  forms.  Another  objection 
might  be  taken  from  the  trifling  saving  that 
would  thus  be  made  to  the  public.  His 
answer  was,  that  the  principle  was  not 
trifling,  as  it  would  convince  the  country, 
that  the  bouse  was  seriously  resolved  to  set 
about  plans  of  economy*    It  was  necessary 


that  there  should  be  public  burthens  at  the 
present  moment,  but  it  was  proper  that 
those  burthens  should  be  rendered  as  light 
as  possible-  He  was  convinced  from  re- 
flection, and  the  conversation  of  sensible 
people,  that  a  radical  change  of  measures 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  the  salvation  of 
the  country.  A  rigid  economy  woijd  be 
Uiat  radical  change.  It  had  not  yet  been 
tried,  and  he  recommended  it  as  the  first 
and  easiest  expedient.  The  hon .  gent,  con- 
cluded by  moving  this  resolution :  **  That  the 
••  assignment  of  a  salary  to  any  member  of 
*•  the  house  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
**  of  Ways  and  Means, is  unnecessary,  and, 
**  in  the  .  present  circumstances  of  the 
"  country,  inexpedient." — It  was  some 
time  before  the  motion  was  seconded. 
A  member  having  however  given  it  that 
formal  claim  to  consideration, 

Lord  Hoxoick  rose.  He  thanked  his  hon. 
friend  for  the  favourable  sentiments  he  en- 
tertained of  his  majesty's  ministers,  who,  he 
assured  him,  were  determined  to  practise 
the  economy  recommended  in  his  majesty's 
speech.  He  exceedingly  regretted,  how- 
ever, that  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend  was 
of  such  a  sort  as  placed  him  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  appearing  to  resist  that  disposi- 
tion, which  had  been  manifested  by  his  ma- 
jesty, with  regard  to  public  economy.  He 
felt  as  strongly  as  his  hon.  friend,  or  as  any 
one,  the  necessity  of  economy,  and  of  con- 
fining within  the  narrowest  possible  limits 
the  supplies  for  those  efforts  which  were  now 
more  than  ever  requisite.  But  feeling  the  obli- 
gation imposed  by  tlie  pledges  which  had  been 
given,  he  was  sure  that  it  was  not  his  ma- 
j«^sty's  intention  to  linut  an  expence  which 
was  necessary  for  the  due  execution  of  a 
laborious  and  indispensable  duty.  This 
was  not  one  of  the  points  to  which  that 
economy  could  be  properly  applied.  His 
hon.  friend  had  fallen  into  two  mistakes. 
He  had  alluded  to  a  person,  as  appointed  to 
this  duty,  for  which,  indeed,  none  could  be 
better  qualified.  But  the  fact  was,  that  no 
such  appointment  had  been  made.  It  was 
only  when  the  house  was  in  a  particular 
committee,  and  when  ^a  call  wife  made  for 
such  a  person,  that  the  appointment  of  a 
chairman  took  place.  There  had  as  yet 
been  no  such  committee,  nor  had  there 
been  any  such  call.  His  hon,  friend  had 
fallen  into  another  mistake.  No  salary 
was  at  present  fixpd  for  the  place.  Since 
the  revolution,  till  of  late  years,  (here  had 
been  a  salary  attached  to  it,  which  had 
been  paid  out  of  the  civil  list.     But  the 
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bo^se  tbinking  it  inconsistent  v^ith  ijieiii 
privileges,  ijial  the  person  who  discharged 
a  duty  m  which  ttiey  were  particularly  con- 
cerned, should  be  paid    in  this   manner, 
a]boiished  the  pvactice,  and  at  the  ^od  of 
every  session  voted  such  a  remuneration  s^s 
tp  them  Sjcemed  proper.     If  then  hijs  hon* 
fi-ii^nd  had  any  objection  tp  this,  it  \^oul^ 
cometjetter  at  the  eipd  of  the  s^sysiout  when 
the   vote  pf  remuneration  should  be  pro- 
posed.    E(ut  %^ihat  were  the  duties  of  thi? 
olllice  I   It  was  necessary  that  the  person 
\vho  held  it,  should  be  pi-e pared  with  a  full 
kuvwledge  of  the  business  of  the  house, 
a^d  all  its  public  duties,  and  that  he^Qu.ld 
be  acquainted  with,  and  e^yplain  its  orders 
when  in  a  committee.     He  was  bound  to 
attend  from  the  silting  of  the  house  to  its 
rising;  all  which  would  require  time,  atteu- 
tibni  ability,  and  a  great  deaj  of  pfraonal 
labour.     In  every  respect  bis  hon.  friend 
(Sir.  Hobliouse)   was  well  qualifi.ed ;  and 
certainly,  whoever  performed  the  duty  well, 
was  entitled  to  some  remgyaeration,     IJut 
iiis   hon.   /ri^nd    supposed  that  the  duty 
might  be  performed  by  other  officers  of 
flie  crown,  who  had  abundance  gf  leisure, 
fcr  it.    All  he  would  say  to  that  was^,  th^t 
if  there  were  any  offices,  the  duties  of  which 
were  so  trifline  as  he  supposed,  the  proper 
mo^e  would  be  to  move  for  the  abplitign  [ 
of  tho^^«?oflBces.     If  his  hon.  friend's  reso- 
iutioii  shpuld  be  agreed  to,  the  result  >yould 
£e,  aqcordihg  to  the  proverb,  that,  "  What 
was  every  body's  business,  would  be  no- 
bbc)y*s  business,"  and  consequently,  con- 
fusion a,nd   disorder  would  take  pUcq  qf 
that  regular  and  orderly  way  in  which  the 
Husinesfe  of  the  house  hi^d  hitherto  been 
carried  on*    Thoufch  desirous  of  ecoponiy 
wJiere  it  ^yas  practicab^,  he  did  not  think 
^'his.ope  of  the  cases  where  it  would  be 
w^\i  applipdj,     At  all  evqnts,  the  rp^plu- 
iVon  ought  not  to  be  naove,d  till  the  end  of 
the  s^sfion.     He  really  did  not  se(j  any 
iec^^sity  for  saving  any  thin^  further  on 
fliis   si^bjecl.     It   \va,s  one  qi|  vyhjch   the 
t'ouse,  might  properly  judge,  \yithout  any 
foug  and  'tedious  discusgipp,    Th^  npble 
ford^coriclii^ed  ty  movi^cr^  that  tjie  other 
orderp.of  the  day  b§  nQNy'refi^cf/ 

Mr,' |Ji^f?'w^j;)S  iu  reply,  said  he /hi^cl  npt 
been  "aware  thkt  no  sglary  wfwiajtach^d.tft 
this  oi^ce,  fiu,t  even  upon  tl;e  grouiid  tha.t 
the  remuperation  was  not  voted  liU  the 
end  pf  the  srlisi^p,  h'^  did  not  thinly  his  re- 
iolution  so  ill-rtiniedJ  lif  agreed  to  ^t  the 
prpseqt  moment,  it  xvojulc^  £|,t  lj;.ast  h^ye  the 
iftett'of   remo.vixig  e\tx^^  ^pect^iion  of 


salary  or  i;einuQiv^P9^    V^  -P^}^  .l»»j^: 
said,  that  if  \\\epo  V9&^  a^y  ^ulvecfi^9<^r3^ 
offices^  a  motjop  plight  be  na^  fox  Jdjb^u. 
lishiug  thei9«     But  in-  that  cas^  lie.  shoM^^ 
be  told  tjiat  duties  ^ere  atts^'l|Q4  to  tbo^ 
offices  w  hich  roust  b^.  peri^i:|ii64.     li^.cip^ 
sidered  this  country  as  in  ^6;  situation  of  a 
private  person,  who3^  cif;cu0)%t^ici;».  riQOn. 
d^red  it  tteces6^i;y  fc^r  biai  tor  r^ucehif^; 
^^tablisbmeut.    Tiiis  was  a  cfi^  t^^  mig^. 
hj^ppen  to  tha  public  as  u^ll  a^  tf>  a  piiivaJ# 
person.     It  wa^  su^^gieift  foi^  (^  %t^  h« 
had  called  th^aitttiation  of  ii^e,  hgyge  to 
tbijs  business.     lie  hsjid  \}Q  l^ip^ii^it^^  ^  i^i* 
niste^s.     lie  had  l^e^i  tqp  mooi^  ^qci^lom?*. 
ed  to  ^ee.  ii^  tl^qm  prci^Xs.  of  t^e  i»o^.  aubl^- 
disint^r^^t^edn^AS   to  qonpaiye   it^   j^o^bl^-. 
that  they. could  b^  chau^d.     If  bq^pur^ 
and  offices  alone,  h^ci  be^^i  t^oirr  at^i^pi)* 
maay  of  them  otight  bav.e  b^d  t^^fiu^  ii^t^#». 
years  a^o^     ^ut  as  h§  l^  ,been  rQtur%^   . 
by  a^pt  of  enlightened  (;9nsitv|qenp^8»  wW: 
had  pwbUc  ecc^owy  <i?^clj.  aj  ^**»  ^.  ^^^. 
it  hi^  duty  to  ^u^biuit  th^s  i]espiiu|iqi>  to  tii^. 
;hou^^.-r-^The  ji^otipn.  ^^.  thvm  (M^t^  ^^ 
{negatived  withpi^t  a^  davi«ipn. 
i     [VVe&tiiinster  Elec^iow  pBTl^Ol^^} 
;L9rd  Folke^sionc^  pursuiuot  ta  BOtii:e»r9$^  Uy 
'.inpv.e  tl?2^i;  the  ofder  for  taking  tU^  Vyesyi*^ 
minster  Election  potitipn  ioit<>.c^sidejr^i^^i 
op   the  i3th  of.  Jb^ua;*y,   sliiQuld  W  ^^^ 
charged,  for  t)^&  Pf^^rpo^  of  pcvstpoQing  it; 
to  a  future  djiy,,    The  cii%;uji^ia^t^>(;«s  on^ 
which  thi&.f9piicD[^  w^  gr/^g$^^(|  w«r^ti^^e; 
he  hafl  p;:Qs^]|)ted  the  p^etitioa  po  tb«3  earliest 
possible  day.    In  ba)lf^ti^  (pr  tb^p£titiQ!M9«. 
th^  We^f min.^ter  had  cpme  Put  p/  tliptgl^sa 
the  ipurth,  and  con^quently  w(9^  apppilU-. 
ed  fpr  the  secpiid  day  ip\,  pon^ef  ijng  l^lec- 
tion  petit^ns,     Sapcq  thfdjt  tin^e^  h^  und#r?> 
stpod  th4t  it  Vf^  i^Pt.  sppppt^d  h«  wp^ild 
have;  presented  it*  90.  ^qu,  ap4  th.e  ag^tA 
informed  l)im.t]^^(  \i\w^^  wa^js^ch  a,^MlpS^o£ 
evidence  tp  l^.  <;^y^p^d,  a^  ouglit-  tM»tui% 
raliy  be  su|;ipoj|^4  iM.  ^Mph  s|.  pit^.a^  VV.«&t-: 
minstef,  that  tji^y  couj^  upt:  ^.JrQady'by; 
t}ie  time.appaipt^'d?  T^^  ^Ul«*^f»rdt  l^isd 
th^t  th^  bqu^  w^hIjI  n«^  ba.  dispQMid  ta 
naake  ti^.p^ti^^er  suj[]f|^-  frciofi.  a^y  ^^^ 
ta{&e,pf  M^  ^ PJ^f^i^Ufiig  tbaii^Uf^  hA 
coiicludgrt.^y»'¥W»fc  *' T^sMi  thftprf^  fft»^ 
QQ^i^id tilling. th^  WlBs>»lW!ftt^=  Eleciipn p^U-» 
tiqn  m  <;!;»&  ;3^h<qd[  J^^jfi^yi,  \^  4i9ixk»rgfi(^ 

and   tl^af  it  b(}  ^d  fet^  *«=  tWBiOiJ.^ 
bruary." 

Air,'  67ier»^/a;i:8^^d,^tJ^t;afl^r  thei-cQUMnil'' 
nicatioi^  wh^ch  h^  ha^  fa^>wiA  tbeoA^^^ 
Iqr d,  he.  wp  ^14  QOt  pppps^i  )m  m^iofil.  i  l^ut 

^,^}^.  liftt  j;iddfr<>P>m)Ji'W«i&btfimI4sJftrdp 
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vajL-ating  iiie  8e«t  [A  langli].  lie  had  mv 
QbjectioD  to  take  thdC  ofiire^  if  tibe  learned: 
gent.  Also  would  tabe  it,,  and  bning  his  pov 
puliii^ity  to  the  test  bf  fuetBg  kim^  oa  ths^ 
hufttoga^  in  CoireatigardeD  [4  leugbr]. 

Mt.  Per'c«t!a/«sad,tha^.ki3te8d.ofi(ipoixi^ 
tJbia  i^ftttftr  forward  «n  a  fiaram;  ni^lrt,  hr 
Ibad  e^fipr^fiijr  al^staiued  fbsn  agitating  itv- 
on  the  grouBd.  of'  tbe  abaemie  o^  tbenglit 
:hfta.  geiil.    Tb»  noble  lord  (Hu  Pett^*) 
had,   however,  ingeoaaiisly   put  into  hiai 
mouth  tbe  expre68ion&  new-  bvomgliA  for-' 
ward  by  the  righl  boo.,  gent-*  hu^  heiuud' 
!di5claiined  tbenu  He  hacl,l^9>^'ever,  nohesi- 
itation  now,  aorat  any  tifO&^.tBft  answer  for 
iwhat  be  did  say,    Tbe  expnassuin,  the  wit 
of  wbicb  tbe  rigbt  hon^  g^ent.  descrilied  as 
eqaal  to.  it«  candoitv,  airoae  fnonir  the  aeot«^ 
deat  of  bis  haviogaeeiitliefigbtthoovgeot. 
parading  tbe  stneetsio  a^soit  of  triiimpbal 
<:ar;  decgcated  witblauj«id-«-raloud  laugb]. 
The  hon. gfeqt.liad  said,  that  it wsui contrary' 
to  bisr  practice  to  adliere  to  bis  OfpUMOM* 
That  was  an  aeeusalioo  that  came  raiken 
oddly  from  tbe  right  hon^  gent»,  aod- those 
who  sat  with  him  on  the  other  side. of  the' 
bouse*    With  respect  to  hiiBaelf)  be  wasi 
notawareof  any  sticbdetieiencyinadbertiig; 
to  his  opinions  as  tbe  right  boo,  geotw  im*^ 
puted  to  him*     Certainly  bis  opiniooa  oa 
the  subject  naw  before  tlie  bouse  had  ttDde»« 
gone  no  change,  and  be  saw;  no.  c«ason  ta 
change  tbeiQ.     With  respect  to  the  right: 
bon.gent;*6  cbelleRge  to  meeifc  bim  on  tke 
hustings  in  Coveot  Garden^  he  bad.  to  eibcuse 
bimeelf^  oa*  the  ground  tbat  be  hadoonsti- 
tuents  who  bad'  ahewji  him  uaifonn  favour 
since  tbey>  had  netuined  bim  to  tbe.  first? 
p«u*liament  he>  bad  sat  in.    These  oonsti- 
;tu6nt&  be  was.  actaebed  to,  and  was:  un^ 
•  willing  to  desert  them-fos  tha  ambition  06 
representing  any  greater  plaee^    The  rigl>^ 
boa.  gent,  bad  at  times  spoken  of  a  similar 
attaiihment,    though   be   bad    afierward^ 
.found  it  ao  easy  to  gel  rid  of  it.    At  least> 
such  was  the  amount  of  what  wafr  repneM 
sented  in-the>new£»paper8,.iati)e  right  bon» 
gent;'a  naoie.      Bubt,  pei»iia]a8t 


Ivs  ow^  prppositioa-     He  sa\d>  .that  a 

0?ee^  leass  of  evideuQe  was  to  be  pro* 

dvicedj  and  tbe  inlerQece  wasji  tii^t  it  ought 

to  be  produced  early,  on  account  of  tbe 

leagib  of  tapiie  whicbt  Uie  busipesa  would 

occupy.     All  tbe  wiinesses  wer^  here ;  it: 

was  Dott  ttiieees9ftry  Xq  aend  ibv  them  t&  a 

distance,  aa  in  cfhmtfy.  cases.    The  parties 

ought  to  liaye  cqosiderad  befgjre,.  wbai  evA- 

d^oe  they  had  to  pupduce,  and  not  now 

i}e  ci>mH>g  to  tAe  house  t«  gmn  tm»  to 

hnnt  oujt  more.     But  when  bis  lordship 

plaee^  the  matl^r  00  the  footing  c»f  a  misr 

takieof  hif<oXvn,he  w<ould  oolt,  out.of complin 

meat  «q  Uun,   or   any  oiber-  gentleman^ 

move   any   opposition.      He  -  understood 

from  kmr  t)iat  be  b^  pjpesented  the  peti- 

tioa  ^M'iier  Ihftn  tjie  petitioners  wisihed;  but 

a^  ($>  tito  observation  «^ut  the  ballotiag, 

if  i^  h^  eome  out  of  tJbe  glaas  the  fifth  in- 

fiftead  of  the>  fbgrtb,  it  would    only  have 

j^iadfs  4  diSerenoa  of  three  or  four  days. ; 

ao  tbiijt.tberewaa  nothing  in  that  argument. 

Bpt  t))Qiigh  the  ^eation  waa  now  respect* 

ing  delay,  he  believed  that  tbe  next  notice 

of  the  aobld  Iprd  would  be^  that  we.  were 

to  hear  no  more  of  this  petition.    They 

fieemed  to  hawe  employed  very  judicious 

ooun&el;  wbpbad)  in  c<>Qsidering  tlie  cir^ 

cnqi9!i;aecea9  advised  them  to  delay  vt,  aqd 

ix  it  for  the  very  time  when  these  counsel 

would  be-  on  the  cinouit.      This    would 

^Sord  an  exeuae  for  farther  delays  which, 

out  of  compliment  to  these  judicious  gen** 

tlemen,  b^  could  not  of  course  oppose. 

He:  would  t^lge  ihx»^  occasion  to  advert  to 

something  that  bad  fallen  from  i  leiirned 

gentleman  opposite  {W.  PercevaJ)  on  a 

formt^r  day,  in  his.  absence.— *  [Hear !  hear! 

fy&w  Mr.  Perceval.],  lie  was  happy  to  bear 

fjhia  chijklleBge  from  the  learned  gentleman, 

p0f>|feftdarly  a«  it  was  a  proof  that  he  00a- 

tbMed  in  the  siyne  mind  on  this  subject, 

vshich  was  Qotbts  general  pmctiee*    The 

k«riied  gentleman  bad  talked  a  great  deal 

of  hiS;  waot  of  I  popularity  ^   and  bad  ob- 

aervedy  wi(ha.d^neeof.  wit  corre^ondeat 

TKtth  its.  candour,  that  it  was.  not  till  the 

govorMsent  boraes  had  been  yolsed  to  bis  |  thus  stated  oa  tb&sabjecH,'  was  not  antheo^ 


that  he  bad  been  brought  in«  N«w, 
Ihottgb.  biamiijesty  hM  thought  bim  worthy^ 
Id  hold  an  oflk^e  of?  trasftiaod  emolument, 
be  was  bold  to^  thinbi  whatever  the  leaoned 
gensieman  and  some  few*  other  <iKaiporons 
perBona  might  poetead  to  .the  oontcary,  that 
bis  claim  to  pablio  support  was  not  thereby 
lesaeocd.  There  was  a  aort  ojf  report  that 
he  Wkt^aboot  ta  liak^  anotto*  office,  namely. 


tto.  Iti  \«aa;  easy  to  credit  an.  oKcuse  o§ 
that  kand^  froua  the  eoctraveganciea  con«» 
tained.  in  the  speeobesiimputed'  to  tbe  right 
hon.  genllemanb 

Mr^  Skcm(k»  saidv  that*  when  be^atood 
.for  Weslminsterv  it  was  wiib-  tbe  follpei^ 
miasio^i^of  tha  dectocaof  Sta&ird  [adaugh  ]  • 
It  was  notv  however,  the.  severity  of  the 
|Ieajroed  gents's  xemarka  that  he  compleiued 
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of,  but  the  prejudice  they  were  calculat^cf 
to  cast  on  a  contested  election,  on  which 
the  learned  gent,  himself  might  be  called 
^  to  sit  as  a  judge.  ..The  tnumphal  car 
and  the  procession  which  had  excited  the 
spleen  of  the  learned  gent.,  was,  he  would 
yenture  to  say,  one  of  the  most  popular 
triumphs  that  had  ever  been  witnessed  in 

*  this  or  in  any  other  city.  [A  laugh.] 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  that  he  had  not 
-     been  aware  of  the  circumstance  with  re- 
spect to  the  circuit,  and  that  it  certainly 
"Would  be  necessary  to  accommodate  the 
counsel. — Tht  motipn  was  then  srgreed  to. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

.  Monday f  December  29- 
[MiwrxEs.]  Upon  the  motion  of  Mr; 
Swan,  the  consideration  of  tl)e  petition 
relative  to  the  Penrhyn  Election  was 
discbaiged,  and  fixed  for  the  29th  of 
January*  The  consideration  of  a  petition 
from  the  hon.  Wm.  Ponsonby,  relative  to 
the  county  of  Londonderry  Election,  was 
feed  .  for  the  same  day. — ^Two  petitions 
were  presented  complaining  of  the  return 
for  Horsham,  and  they  were  appointed 
for  consideration  .upon  the  same  day  as 
l^at  fixed  for  the  petition  already  before 
the  house  respecting  the  said  election. — A 
petition  from  Mr.  T.  Jones  against  the 
Return  for  Shrewsbury  was  laid  upon  the 
table;  and  upon  the  speaker's  moving, 
that  it  should  be  considered  on  the  first 
Vacant  day,  namely*  the  3d  of  February, 
Mr.  Johnstone,  understanding  that  further 
time  was  required  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  parties  to  this  petition,  proposed 
the  14th  of  February.  The  speaker  felt  it  his 
duty  to  observe,  that  the  proposed  post- 
ponement would  be  a  departure  from  the 
general  practice  of  the  house  in  such  ca- 
ses ;  the  earliest  vacant  day  being  uniform- 
ly fixed  upon  in  the  first  instance :  and  if 
any  farther  postponement  were  afterwards 
required,  it  was  generally  the  practice  of 
.the  house  to  accede  to  it,  upon  special 
cause  being  assigned.  Having  stated  the 
practice  on  such  occasions,  it  was  of  course 

*  for  the  discretion  of  the  house  to  deter- 
intne  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  this 
instance.  Some  conversation  arose  upon 
this  point,  in  which  lord  Howick,  lord  H. 
Petty,  and  Mr.  Bennet,  one  of  the  parties 
ihterested  in  the  petition,  took  a  part,  and 
concurred  in  the  propriety  of  the  speaker's 
objections ;  Mr.  Bennet  observing,  that 
the  proposed  delay  would  interfere  with 
the  assizes. .   Mr.  Johnstone  then  proposed 

3 


the  5th'' of  February  ;  biit,  after  a  few  re- 
marks from  tt.e  speaker  and  lord  H.  Petty* 
the  hon.  gent,  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
the  3d  of  February  was^  fixed  for  the  consi- 
deration of  this  petition — A  petition  from 
certain  electors  of  Norfolk,  in  the- interest 
of  Mr.  Wodehouse,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
This  petition  was  read.  It  charged  the  can- 
didates who  were  returned,  Messrs.  Coke 
and  Windham,  with  having  been  guilty  of 
treating,  &c.  Ordered  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  the  5lh  of  February. 
— Lord  Howick,  adverting  to  what  he  had 
stated  on  a  former  day  relative  to  the 
means  of  facilitating  the  progress  of  pri- 
vate bills,  observed,  that  he  bad  since  con- 
sulted with  those  who  were  competent  to  ' 
form  a  correct  opinion  upon  that  subject, 
and  that  he  should  the  next  day  move,  that 
the  house  do  make  an  order  that,  after 
fixing  the  time  within  which  private  peti- 
tions should  be  presented,  the  house  should 
occuoy  itself  until  half  after  fotir  o'clock 
each  day  in  reoeiving  the  reports  of  private 
committees,  and  in  forwarding  private  bu- 
siness. 

[Navy  Estimates.]  Mr.  7.  Grenvilte 
moved,  that  the  house  should  resolve  .itself 
into  a  committee  of  supply.  Upon  the 
speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  there  w^  a  ge-' 
neral  cry  of  "  Mr.-Hobhouse  to  the  thair  !'* 
That  hon.  gent,  accordingly  took  his  seat 
at  the  table,  and  is  therefore  considered  as 
chaimmn-  of  the  committees  of  supply  and 
ways  and  means. 

Mr.  T.  Grenville  (first  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty) then  rose.  He  said,  that  from  the 
situation  which  he  now^held,'it  became  his 
duty  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
committee  the  necessary  Naval  Supplies 
proposed  to  be  granted  to  his  majesty* 
There  being  no  particular  circumstances 
in  the  Estimates  which  he  deemed  necessa- 
ry to  lay  before  the  committee,  that  dif- 
fered from  those  of  tlie  preceding  year,  he 
did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  detain  the 
committee  with  any  preliminary  observa- 
tions. He  should  cotifine  himself  entirely 
to  stating,  that  what  he  had  to  propose  to 
the  house,  as  to  the  number  of  men  to 
Serve  in  his  m^esty's  navy,  aind  the  ex  pence 
attending  them,  was  precisely  the  same  as 
bad  been  voted  last  year.  But  altliough 
he  declined  making  any  observations  at 
present,  he  should  of  course  avail'  himself 
of  his  right  to  reply  to  any  remarks  that 
might  be  offered  upon  this  subject.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  concluded  with  moving 
the  following  resolutions,  which  ^ere  agreed 
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to.;  v\z.  1.  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Gommitteey  that  120,000  men  be  employed 
for  the  sea  service  for  the  year  J  807$  in- 
cluding 29,000  royal  marines.  2.  That  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  2,8S6,0O0/.,  be  granted 
to  his  majesty,  for  wages  of  the  said 
120^0  men  for  13  months,  at  tlie  rate  of 
IL  \7s»  per  man  per  month.  3.  That  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  2,964,000/.,  be  granted 
to  his  majesty,  for  victuals  for  Uie  said 
120,000  men  for  13  mouths,  at  the  rate  of 
]/.  18«.  per. man  per  month.  4.  That  a 
8um,  flot  exceeding  4,680,000/., 'be  granted 
to  his  majesty,  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
ships  in  which  the  said  1 20,000  men  are  to 
serve,  for  13  months,  at  the  rate  of  31,  per 
roan  per  month.  5.  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding 390,000/.,  be  granted  to  his  ma- 
jesty, for  ordnance  for  sea  service  on  board 
ihe  ships  in  which  the  said  120,000  men 
are  to  serve,  for  13  months,  at  Uie  rate  of 
5*.  per  man  per  month,** — The  house  then 
resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
i>rought  up  the  next  day. 

i» 

BOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tuesdatf^  December  30. 
piiNiJTi^s.]  Mr.  Raine  gave  notice  that 
he  should,  on  Friday  next,  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  two 
acts,  the  2d  of  Richard  II.  and  the  32d  of 
lienr}'  Vlll.  for  the  preventing  of  any  man 
of  law  from  acting  as  a  justice  of  assize  in 
his  own  county.  I'hese  acts  imposed  a  penal- 
ty of  lOOA  for  every  instance  in  which  their 
provisions  were  departed. from,  and  the  ob- 
ject of  the  measure  he  meant  to  propose, 
would  be  to  render  their  operation  more 
efTectuaU.  Mr.Corry  trusted  that  due  care 
would  be  taken  to  prevent  the  measure 
from  operating  any  change  in  the  law  as  it 
at  present  stunds  in  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  called  Ireland,  until  it  should  be 
ascertained  that  such  change  was  desirable. 
There  existed  several  acts  of  tlie  Irish 
parliament  upon  this  .subject,  to  which  he 
begged  leave  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
learned  gent,  before  he  brought  forward  his 
measure.  At  any  rate,  he  thought  it  would 
be  desirable  for  the  learned  gent,  to  defer 
his  motion,  until  tl^ere  should  be  an  op- 
jiortunity  of  consulting  the  Irish  gjovern- 
meut  and  law  officers,  how  far  the  measure 
could  be  applied  to  Ireland..— -  After  a 
short  conversation  between  Mr.  Raine  and 
Mr.  Corry,  the  fornier  wi.hdrew  his  no- 
tice for  the  present,  in  onler  to  allow  time 
ibr  obtaining  ^yery  information  ou  the  sub- 
ject.-—Petitions  were  presented^  complain- 


ing of  the  late  elections  for  Plymouth, 
Maidstone,  Dublin, and  Chippenham,  which 
were  severally  ordered  to  be  taken  into  coi^- 
sideration  on  the  following  days :  the  Ply« 
mouth  petition  on  the  5th  of  February; 
Maidstone  and  Dublin  petitions  on  the  10th 
ofFebruary ;  and  the  Chippenham  petition  on 
the  12  th  of  February,  on  which  day  a  petition 
from  several  burgesses  of  Chippenham,  was 
also  ordered  to  be  tak^n  into  consideration* 
— The  house  went  into  a  committee  on  the 
act  for  regulating  the  Leather  trade,  and, 
on  the  motion  of  lord  Temple,  agreed  to 
a  resolution,  that  the  chairman  do  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much 
of  the  said  act  as  prohibits  the  regrating  of 
Oak  Bark,  and  to  indemnify  certain  per- 
sons who  had  incurred  penalties  for  regra- 
ting oaken  bark.  Lord  Temple  stated,  that 
the  whole  of  the  Tanning  trade  was  carried 
ou  with  bark  purchased  of  persons  who 
bought  to  sell  a^ain.  This  had  been  pro* 
hibited  under  a  penalty  by  the  act  referred 
to  the  committed ;  but  the  act  was  never 
put  in  force;  ahd  it  was  not  until  last 
year  that  some  informers  had  brought  qui 
tarn  actions  to  recover  the  penalties  in- 
curred under  the  act,  that  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  repeal  it.  Last  session., 
he  had  brought  in  an  act  to  suspend  the 
prosecutions,  and  as  the  business  of  the 
trade  could  not  be  carried  on,  without  per- 
mitting the  regrating  of  Oak  Bark,  he  then 
proposed,  that  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
prohibited  this  practice,  should  be  repealed. 
The  house  then  resumed,  and  Mr.  Hob- 
house,  the  chairman,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  the  bill. 

[Distillation  of  Sugar.]  Lord  Temr 
pie  rose  pursuant  to.  notice,  to  move  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  of 
the  possibility,  and,  if  possible^  of  the  pro- 
priety of  pertnitting  Sugar  And  Molasses 
to  be  used  in  Distilleries  and  Breweries. 
In  making  this  motion,  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  pledge  either  himself  or  the 
house  to  the  measure.  ..He  wished  at  pre;, 
sent  only  tha.t  a  committee  shpuld  be  ap* 
pointed  to  enquire  into  the  subject,  lea- 
ving it  open  to  the  house  to  take,  sucli  pro- 
ceeding  hereafter  as  the  circumstances  qf 
the  case,  should  be  found  to  require.  In 
the  present  situation  of  affairs,  the  circum-  ^ 
stances  of.  the  continental  nations  must 
necessiarily  bear  hard  on  many  branches  of 
commerce,  but  on  none  more  heavily 
(ban  upon  our  West-India  trade*  It  was 
ascertained  that  there  were  at  preilent  in 
the  fort  of  Londo^  alone,  between  80  and 
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$0,000  bogalteads  of  Sugar  ufon  band. 
The  qusnthy  in  tfaB  name  Biroation  in  the 
*«tit-pons  waft  prnportiouably  areat:  6o 
llbflt  the  Sugars  on  )iand  in  ue  whole 
«C  England  amounted  ta  190  or  100,000 
liqnheadB.  This  statement  alotie  would  be 
inmcient  to  couTince  the  house  of  the 
propriety  of  taking  some  measures  fbr  the 
rrfief  01  so  tniponant  a  branch  of  the  na- 
tional commerce.  It  mig^t  not  be  amiss 
bereto  state,  thsit  it  was  not  in  contempla- 
'thm  to  submit  any  proposition  lor  the  in. 
Production  of  sugar  and  mnolasses  into 
breweri^  and  distilleries,  to  the  exclusion 
of  grain.  The  object  was  to  allow  the  use 
of  them  upon  principles  of  fedr  competi- 
tion, not  of  exclusion.  AH  the  parties 
iDOf  whose  interests  might  be  concerned, 
tfbethcT  brewers,  distilltrss  or  others,  would 
ba?e  an  opportunity  of  making  out  their 
eases  before  the  committee.  Having  pre- 
mised thus  much,  the  noble  lord  concluded 
%y  moving,  **  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
'poiuted  to  consider  of  the  expediency  of- 
permitting  the  use  of  Sugar  and  Molasses. 
m  the  Distillery  and  Brewery,  fbr  a  time  to 
l)elhnited,  under  the  circumstances  now 
^gilectmg  the  trade  of  the  British  colonies 
in  the  ^Vest  indies;  and  to  report  the  same, 
H^hthcirobservatiousand  opinions  thereon, 
to  ih^  house.*' 

Mr.  Dent  expressed  an  earnest  wish,  that 
ih\ti  importhut  subject  should  not  be 
hastily  decided  upon,  but  that  sufhoient 
time  should  be  aflbrded  fbr  a  mature  con- 
Ifcideration  of  all  the  great  interests  con-: 
Uected  with  it;  .1 

Lord  Temple  was  disposed  to  afford  all  I 
the  parties  whose  interests  might  be  con-' 
cenied,  a  full  opportunity  of  beiiig  h^ard, 
and  it  was  with  that  view  that  he  had 
adopted  tlie  mode  be  had  just  propo- 
,  ved,  of  appointing  a  committ^  bell^re 
wiiidi  all  such  parties  might  beheard;  But 
1h>m  the  ciH:amdtantes  he  had  stated,*  it 
i^buld  be  obvious  that  sot»e  immediate  re- 
lief was  necfessary,  and  that  his  object 
would  .  be   defeated  by  any  considerable 


Mr.  Baket  hoped  tbut  those-  gentlemen, 
who  proposed  to  bring  forward  this  mea-' 
sure',  would  consider  well  what  effect  it 
might  haveon  the  value  of  Itmds  and  the 
iirttt'flfsts  of  aigritiilture  iri  this  Cduntiy. 
He  Wtfs  aware  that  there  might  be  many 
cifctunstances  whi6h  would  require  of  the* 
legislature  to  attend  particularly  to  particu- 
Ikr  branches  of  the  property  and  trade  of 
tte  countiy;  *fa^  ht  did  hope  tfaAtp  iti  thef 


measure  to  t)e  bronght  forward,  no  predi- 
lection Nwonld  be  shewn  for  any  one  class  of 
landed  proprietors.  Thecotnmitted  which 
had  sat  last  session,  had  thrown  mucli  light 
upon  the  subject,  and  hetrusTted,  therefore, 
that  the  whole  of  the  cffse  iMrOuld  be  at* 
tended  to  in  the  present  instance.  He  had 
tbouj^t  it  necessary  to  say  thvs  much,  ih 
order  that  the  bouse  should  cot  be  consi- 
dered as  pledged  to  th${  me^ure,  f^om  the 
tnrcumstoncie  of  this  early  stage  of  th« 
business  passing  without  any  observation 
upon  it.— The  committee  was  appointed 
accordingly. 

[WoOLLEK  TftADE.]  Lord  Temple^  pur- 
suant' to  notice,  begged  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  tfaehonse  to  the  state  of  the 
WooUen  Manufacture  of  the  country,  and 
of  the  laws  relating  to  that  importlOit  sub"* 
ject.     A  committee  had  been  appohited 
last  session  to  consider  of  the  itiaxter,  and 
had  taken  a  large  mass  of  evidence  upon 
every  part  of  ttie  case.    It  had  been  the 
intention  of  the  gentlemen  who  promoted 
that  enquiry,  t&  follow  up  the  investigation 
by  som^  legislative  me^ure,  Which  might 
provide  some  refmedy  for  all  the  incon- 
veniences resulting  from  the'  operation  of 
the  statutes  then  ill  existence.    Thfe  disi 
solution  of  paHiament,  ho'^ie^tfr  by  pre^ 
eluding  the  house  from  instituting  ariy  pT<S 
ceedlng  upon  a  report  of  the  con^diittee  of 
anotlierparlianient,  had  ntade  it  necessary 
to  take  up  the  busities*  ariew.    The  conr^6 
he  proposed  to  follow,  therefore,  was  to 
move  that  the  laws  relating  to  the  Woollfeii 
Manufactures  be  referred  to  a  committed', 
and  also  the  report  of  the  coihmitteA  of  laSt 
session.     Ojion  the  report  of  this  coiti' 
liiittelf;  thfe  house  v^ould  fdahd  the  uheridr 
nieasUr^  diat  was  necessary  foi-  the  ihtei^st 
•of  this  imflortant  branch  of  our  nianiifatJ- 
tures.     Froiiii  communlcatibiis  ^hich  hfe 
bad  had  with  the  parties  most  interestM^ 
he  bad  the  stftisPaction  to  state  that'thieV 
did  not  prbpose  to  bring  f6r\»ard  ahy  freslr- 
evidkice,  but  were  prepared  to  rfeH  i\p6i^ 
^hecase  thev  had  made  out  last  se^Moti. 
Hfe€?xpefetad,  tteriefore,  that  the  questioii 
would  be  brodgfit  to  issue  in  the  present 
session.    But  whatever  pleasure  he  shfotila 
feel  IB  bringing  It  to  a  satisfactory  termV 
nation,  he  was  not  disposed  to  objeet  tb 
hearing  any  further  evidence,  which  nnglft 
be  thought  essential.    It  was  his  wish  tfasit 
all  the  parties  iutfetifsted  should  b^  fimjr 
heard,  if  they  had  not  felt  that  the  case  as 
made  out  before  the  former  commhtisef  n^as 
fuHyisafHciettt.^Tiie  aeveral  lawa-riitetMr^ 
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to  the  Woollen  Manufactures,  and  tbe  re- 
j()ort  of "tBe  commit tefe  ofiasl  sessioft  thetfe- 
oil,  were  ihl'ri,  6h  the  tootion  of  loird  Tem- 
ple, referred  to  a  committee.     * 

[NbGociATiON   WITH  Frange.]     Mr. 
l^jtrceval  rose  for  the  pu^po•se  of  putting 
6ue  or  two  questions  to*  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite (lord  Howiidk),  on  thd  srubjcct  of  the 
p9.pers  then  in  the  hands  of  the  members 
of  tib«  bouse,  with  a  view  to  obtain  infor- 
inatioh  upott  certain  poiiits,>vhich  appeated 
to  him  \d requife  to'b6 'further  elucidated. 
He  wished  to  put  the  qufestions  to  thie  noble 
lord,  because  th€  answers  he  might  receive, 
might'  pferliiaps  ren'der  it' unnecessary  for 
Kini'to  giv'6  any  notice  of  a  motion  on  the 
subj^cti  and  it  mlchtalso  hajip^,'  that  the 
tipble  lorcl/wh^n  liifoinled  of  the  pdints  to 
Which"  lii?  enquiries  were  direited,  might 
hot  have  any  objection  to  atcede'to  such 
motion  as  should  be'  necessar^i  in  order  to 
come  at  the  Information  he  rieqiiired;  in  the 
most  satisfactory    hSaiirt'er!''    He  should, 
therefore, '  ststte   the  points  on   whfcli  he 
thought    information    necessary,    and   be 
gtiidea  bj  the  answers  he  sTiould  receive, 
as  to  the  course  fesiibuld  uWtnately  adopt. 
Thic  first  Ijblnt  upon'wJiich  he  \yished  to  be 
infernved,  r^late'd  to'  an  extraordinary  ih- 
t'efpcfl^tibn,   which  appeared  in  the  letter 
from  JVI.  Talleyrand  to  IMr.  Secretary  Fox, 
dated  April'li  as  published  by  ^^^  French 
government,  When  combar'ed  with  the  letter 
bf  the  same  date  in  xiie'  ofl^cial  papery  on 
the  table  (p.  $50   He  wistied  to  know  whe- 
iiiGc  there  had  bee'h  a  passage  similar  to 
that  "extraordinary    inteipolation  in   any 
letter  rH6ceiveci  by  Mr.  Fox  from  M.  Tal- 
kyfand,  and  also  whether  any  answer  had 
Ibecn  r:6 turned  by  Mr.  TojiT  to  that  letter. 
The  next  ^obJect  of  the  infonhation  he  de^ 
Vired  was  the  tetter  Ko:  '3,' from' M.  Tal- 
leyrand,, dated  March  5,  as  it  appeared  In 
'the' papers  befor^  the  house.     This  was 
evidently'  an  extract  frclnri   the  letter  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Fox;  and  it  stru-qk  him  that 
it  would  be  Extremely  desfrable,  previous 
to  the  discussion  Qf  the  papers,  that  the 
^ouse^^hoald.be  in  possession  of  the  whole 
of  thift  cjocuriaent    *0f  .tbis  he  was  so  cbn- 
vipcdd^  that  jif. the  nobl^  lord  should  not  be 
prepared  to  produce'  ^t'fae  document  to  the 
noufe,*  he;  should  ieellt  hii  duty  to  make 
^  specific. motion  upon  the  Subject;  reser-; 
Ving  b^8  reasons  uptir lie  siiould  come  tO[ 


'ipaice  the.  ^i^otwn.    THib  letter,  *  he   was 
'4ware,*'waa  aiirivate  one;,' but  as  it  hadi 

been  ma/le  ^he  charmel  of  communication! 

upon  the  relations  of  the  two  countries,! 


rt  was  very  material  that  tlie  whole  of  it 
should   be  produced,     ii^nother  point  oii 
which  he  desireH  to  be  mformed,  was  whe? 
ther  lord  Yarmouth liad  received  any  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Fox,  or  front  any  of 
his  mHJesty's  ministers,  previous  to  his  first 
leaving  France ;  also  the  date  of  that  noble 
lord's  communication  with  M.  Talleyrand; 
together  with  the  date  of  "bis  leaving  Paris^ 
and  of  his  arrival  rn  JLotidon.     The  first 
communication   froiii  lord  Yarmouth   to 
Mr.  Secretary  Fox  certainly  appeared  dated 
the  13ih  of  July,  but  fee  wished  to  know 
whether  that  was  the  date  xVh^n  the  dis- 
patch was  addressed  to  Mr.Tox,  or  when 
it  was  drawn  up.     The  next  point  related 
to  a  statement  in  an  official*  note  presented 
by  lord  Lauderdale  to  gen.  Clarke,  'dated 
Aug.  (J,  **  that  intervening  CTrcumstaoces, 
which' it  was  unnecessary  to  detail,  had  en- 
abled his  majesty  to  enter  into  a  separate 
treaty.'*     Now,  it  did  liot  appear  upon  the 
foce  of  the  Papers  what  the^e  circuAfistaucet 
were,  and  he  wished  to^  be  Juf6trtied  re- 
specting them.    Another  question  he  wish- 
ed to  ask,  grew  out  of  a  passage"  in  the  dis- 
patch of  the  10th' of  ifept^.mber,  from  the 
right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr. Winjdbam)  to 
lord  Lauderdale.  The  passage  Was,  |*  every 
effort  was  made  at  the  o^utset'of  the  nego- 
cialion  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  Naples 
to  his  Sicilian  majesty."  '  He  wished  to 
know   what  those   efforts  had  be^n,  and 
whether  there  wei^e  atiy  documents  to  shew 
that  they  had  been   made,-  arid  whether 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  lay  before  ' 
the  house  the  details  bt'  the  reispris  for  d^ 
parting  from  that  claim,  as  said  in  that  dis- 
patch' to  be  detailed  in  the  corr<ispondence 
of  the  foreign  office,  with  lotdls  Yarmouth 
and  Lauderdale.  "y)xQ  lastqirestidn'h'e  had 
to  put,  related,  to  the  communication  made 
by  lord  Lauderdale  to  M,  Talleyrand,  sta- 
ting' tliat  he  wHs  authorized  to-  negociate 
also  for  Ruissia  oir  the.  same  terms  as  had 
been  comiiQunicated  to  M.  Talleyrand  by 
his  excellency  count  Budberg.     It  did  not 
appear  on  the  face  of  the  jjapers  what  these 
terms  were  ;  and  6n.an  occasion  in  which 
the  house  was  to  be'  cklted  on  to  decide 
upon  the  merits  bf  the  ri'egociation  and  the 
rupture  9f  it,  he  felt  that  it  wks* 'absblutdy 
necessary  that  they  gHpirid  fee  put  in  pos-  . 
ses^bii  of  the  terms  6Bi6riwBidi  it •  was 
proposed  to  trea,t.  '     '• 

Lord  Howick  said,  he  was  *  most  willing 
to  give  every  explanation  ou  the  subject  of 
any  part  of  the  papers  that  were  to  bedis^r 
cu^^d  oit  Mt>liday,  whit^b  might  be  thought, 

ft 
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^  iiecessary  fur  the  perfect  elucidation  of  that 
Importaat  subject*     He  rose  therefore  to 
answer  the  various  topics  of  enquiry  that 
had  beeu  touched  upon  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent«     If  he  should  not  be  able  to 
answer  theni  iu  the  order  in  which  they 
)bad  occurred, /)r  should  omit  to  notice  any 
particular  question,  he  had  otily  to  beg  of 
the  learned  gent,  to  remind  him  of  the 
omission,  and  be  should  endeavour  to  sa- 
tisfy the  enquiry.     The  first  question  of  the 
hon*  and  learned  gent,  was,  whether  there 
was  any  passage  in  any  other  letter  from 
^^«  Talleyrand^  similar  to  the  very  esctra- 
ordinary  interpolation,  which  appeared  in 
the  publication  by  the  French  government. 
His  answer  to  this  was,  that  there  was  not, 
|n  any  letter  received  from  M.  Talleyrand, 
any  passage  bearing  the  most  distant  refe- 
rence to  the  interpolation  alluded  to.     To 
the  next  question,  which  related  to  the  ex- 
tract. No.  3,  he  had  only  to  answer,  that 
the  whole  of  the  contents  of  that  letter, 
which  could  throw  any  light  upon  the  ne- 
gociation,  had  been  published ;  and  here 
^e  could  pot  but  observe,  t~hat  the  publi'> 
pation  of  the  f'reuch  government  had  ren- 
dered it  unavoidable  to  publish  several  do- 
cunients,  that  it  would  not  otherwise  be 
regular  to  insert' in  such  a  collection.     As 
to  tbe«nqairy)  whether  there  had  been  any 
private  letter  from  Mr,  Fox  in  answer  to 
the  letter  of  the  5th  of  JMarch,   he  could 
pot  an;5wer,  he  did  not  know,  and  should 
ipake  enquiry ;  but  he  rather  thought  that 
;Bome  such  answer  might  have  been  sent. 
.The  pext  question  of  the  learned   Rent, 
was,  whether  aiiy  communication  had  been 
jmade  by  this  government  to  lord  Yarmouth, 
previous  to  his  leaving  France.    To  this 
he  should  answer,  n»i)e»  most  certainly  not, 
^consistently  with  his  knowledge.     As  to 
the  date  of  lord  Yarmouth's  communica- 
tion *  with  M.  T^leyrand,  he  could  not 
precisely  answer ;  but  i|s  that  noble  lord 
left  Pans  on  the  23d  of  May,  it  must  have 
been  previous  to  that  day.    Tbfe  hoble 
Jord,  in  consequence  of  having  been  obli- 
ged to  come  round,  by  Morlaik,  did  not 
arrive  till  the  4th  of  June,  and  his  cpnlmu- 
iiication  must  have  been  made  to  Mr.  Pox 
in  a  very  few  days  after  bis  arrivlil.    It  had 
been  made  oil  the  7th  .or  8th,  verbally,  and 

..  it  had,  afterwardis  been  deemed  necessary 
to  have  it  reduced  to  writing,  when  it  was 
thougl\t  advisable  to  send  back  lord  Yar* 
mouth  to  Paris,,  upon  receiving  an  account 
ixf  the  intention  of  the  Russian  cabinet  to 

.  send  a  minister  to  i^^X  city,  in  order  to 


have  an  opportunity  of  communicating 
with  M«  d'Oubril.  As  to  the  intervening 
circumstances,  stated  by  lord  Lauderdale, 
that  enabled  his  majesty  to  enter  into  a  se- 
parate negociation,  the  learned  gent.. must 
be  aware,  that  M.  d'Oubril  had  concluded 
a  separate  treaty  on  the  20th  of  July,  and 
that  such  a  circumstance  released  liS  from 
the  obligation  of  not  treating  separately. 
Until  it  could  be  known  whether  it  would 
or  would  not  be  ratified,  it  was  to  be  con- 
sidered  the  act  of  the  Russian  government, 
and  we  could  not  have  had  any  moral  cer- 
tainty that  the  cabinet  of  St.  Petersburg 
would  refuse  to  ratify  that  treaty.  As  he 
had  not  been  prepared  for  this  question, 
this  was  all  that  he^could  at  present  answer; 
he  did  not  mean,  however,  to  say,  that 
there  might  not  have  ''been  other  sufficient 
reasons.  The  next  question  of  the  learned 
gent,  respecting  the  detailed  communica- 
tions in  the  correspondence  between  the 
secretary  of  state's  officie  and  lords  Yar- 
mouth and  Lauderdale,  with  regard  to  the 
efforts  for  the  restitution  of  Naples  to  his 
Sicilian  majesty,  he  should  answer  by  say- 
ing, that  they  bad  laid  all  the  documents 
before  the  house,  which  they  looked  upon 
as  necessary,  to  enable  them  to  form  a 
complete  judgment  upon  the  case.  There 
were  not  many  more  documents,  but  those 
that  had  not  been  produced  were  of  such 
a  confidential  nature,  and  upon  the  subject 
of  the  views  of  his  majesty's  government^ 
that  it  Was  .not  thought  discreet  or  wise  to 
publish  them,  especially  as  such  publica- 
tion might  affect  a  future  negociation.  The 
last  point  upon  which  the  learned  gent,  had 
desired  information  was  with  respect  to 
the  terms  on  which. lord  Lauderdale  was 
authorized  to  treat  for  Russia.  The  terms 
had  been  confidentially  communicated  to 
his  majesty's  government,  an,d  consequently 
they  had  not  considered  themselves  at  li- 
berty to  publish  them.  But  he  could  have 
no  difficulty  in  stating,  what  must  appear 
on  the  face  of  the  papers,  that  the  terms  on 
which  Russia  proposed  to  treat,  as  stated 
in  the  proje^  of  count  Budberg,  werp  that 
Sicily  should  be  confirmed  to  his  Sicilian 
majesty,  and  diat  Dahnatia  should  be  eva- 
cuated by  the  French.  These  were  all  the 
points^  to  which  the  learned  gent,  bad  ad^ 
verted,  and  on  these  points  he  had  endea- 
vpuretl  to  satisfy  bis  enquiries.  The  learn- 
ed gent,  had  undoubtedly  aright  to  call 
for  explanation  on  any  point  that  mi^ht 
seem  to  hifi  to  want  illustration,  relative 
to.  the  rupture  of.  the  uegociatian;  bui  lUe 
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could  assure  tbe  bouse^  on  bis  part,  tbat  it 
was  bis  most  auxious  desire  to  put;  tbe 
house  in  possession  of  every  document 
tbal  could,  consistently  with,  a  sense  of 
puUic  duty,  be  prod  need  in  order  to  enable 
tbem  to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  this 
important  case. 

Mr,  Fercevai  admitted  the  statement  of 
the  noble  lord  to  be  satisfactory  upon  Jthis 
point)  as  well  as .  upon  mosi  of  the  other 
points  upon  which  be  bad  called  for  in* 
formation.  But  until  tbb  statement  had 
been  made,  they  had  no  means  of  know- 
ing what  were  the  terms  upon  which  Rus- 
sia proposed  to  treat.  However,  as  tbe 
communication  bad  been  made  to  tbe 
French  government,  be  did  not  think  there 
could  be  much  impropriety  in  producing 
it  to  the  house.  But  he  would  noi  press 
this  farther.  The  slatcmen.t  in  lord 
Lauderdale's  nojte,  appeared  to  him  to  re- 
fer to  somietbing  that  b«d  occurred  pre- 
vioue  to  the  signature  of  the  separate  trea- 
ty ;  it  might  be.  an  allusion  to  something 
that  had  been  previously  comn^MPicated  by 
the  court  of  Russia.  Tbece  was  one 
point  npon  which  the  noble  lord'-s  state- 
ment was  not  satisfactory  to  his  mind,  and 
therefof«  be  should  feel  himself  bound  to 
submit  a' motion  to  the  bouse  upon  the 
subject*  If  the  bouse  would  permit  him> 
be  would, then  state  thet  grounds  upon 
which  he  meant  to  bring  the  motion  for<> 
ward.  This  course  wpuM  ^ave  the  time 
of  tlie  house,  and  prevent  the  necessity  of 
h'ls  returning  again  to  the  subject.  The 
two  governments  appeared  to  him  to  be  at 
present  at  issue  upon  a  fact.  If  there  was 
any  assertion  in  bis  majesty's  declaration 
that  was  not.  true,  the  ministers .  who  had 
advised  tbe  insertion  of  it,  were  guilty  of  a 
heinous  offence  by  snch  conducts  it  was 
necessary  for  tbe  house  to  have  every  do- 
cument'that  could  throw^  any  light  upon 
this  point,  (n  the  extract  jrom  M.  Tal^- 
leyrand's  letter  to  Mr.  Fox,  iKis  stated,^'  if 
you  are  pacifically,  disposed,  you  know 
where  to  find  the  basis  upon  which  to  ne- 
gociate."  If  this  expression  referred  to  the 
extract  from  Buonaparte's  speech,  it 
could  not  mean  the  uH  posiidetU,  but  the 
peace  of  Amiens.  He  wished  tlierefore 
to  know  whether  there  was  any  passage  in 
the  remainder  of  tbe  letter  which  referred 
to  tbe  basis  utipo^sideiism  There  was  ano 
ther  reason  why  be  wished  fop  the  produc- 
tion of  that  letter,  arising  out  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  transaction.  It  was  with  pecu^ 
liar  jealousy  that  house  ought  to  view  a 


correspondence:  carried  on- during  a  war 
between  the  nunister  of  the  .enemy,  and 
a  secretary  of  state.  Beaidest  in  the.  answer 
to  tlie  letter  from  which  the  extract  is  ta- 
ken, it  appears  that  an  apology  is  made 
for  having  submitted  any  pa^t  of  it  to  his 
majesty.  If  any  part  of  it  ought  to  have 
been  so  submitted,  tiie  whole  ought.  And 
what  opinion  should  the  house  entertain  of 
a  private  ooinmufiication,  where  such  an 
apology  was  necessary  for  laying  any  part 
of  it  before  his  majesty  I  They  were  told^ 
the  letter  was  private;  but  he  insisted, 
the  house  ought  to  be  jealous  of  such  com- 
munications, and  contended,  that  the 
whole  of  the  letter  ought  to  be  called  fori 
On  these  grounds  he  moved,  that  an  hum- 
ble address  be  presented  to  hb  majesty^ 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  directions,  that  the  whole  q{  the  said 
letter  should  be  laid  before  the  house. 

Lord  Hwikic  observed,  that  if,  after  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  assured  the  learn- 
ed gent.,  that  the  whole  of  the  letter  that 
had  any  reference  to  the*  negociation  had 
been  produced,  he  should  still  persist  in  his 
motion^  he  should  not  object  to  it.  He 
doubted,  however,  whether  tbe  fuode  adopt* 
ed  by  the  learned*  gent,  was  the  proper  one 
to  attain  his  object.  This  letter  was  not 
preserved  in  any  of  the  public  o^es.  How- 
ever, there  could  be  no  dpubt  that  a  do<^ 
Gument  in  the  possession  of  his  majesty's 
servants  would  be  produced,  if  his  ma- 
jesty should  lay  his  commands  upon  him 
for  that  purpose.  To  the  whole-  of  the 
doctrine  laid  down  bytbe  learned  gent,  as  to  * 
the  heinous  nature  oi  the  ofieuce,  if  ^is 
majesty's  ministers  were  to  introduce  any 
false  assertion  into  a  declaration  bearing 
his  majesty's  signature,  he  fully  subscri-r 
bed.  But  when  his  majesty's  minbters 
laid  papers  hefore  the  house,  they  were 
bfiund  upon  their  responsibility  to  lay  the 
whole  that  bore  any  reference  tQ  the  case. 
He  took  that  occasion  to  repeat,  what  he 
as  expressly  declared  before,  that  .the  whole 
of  the  remainder  of  that  letter  had  no  re-^ 
ference  whatever  to  tbe  overture  for  nego-? 
ciation.  When  be  ^d  this,  he  meant 
none  that  he  knew  of.  He  could  not  tell 
what  reference  to  that  overture  might  be 
discovered  by  tbe  ingenuity  of  the  gentle* 
men  opposite  in  the  expressiooa  of  civility^ 
which  it  might  be  found  to  contain,  but  he 
could  positively  asaert«  that  it  pontained 
no  direct  reference  whatever  to  tiiat  sub- 
ject. As  to  the  other  ground  upon  which 
th^  learned  gent,  had  thought  proper  to 
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Net  bis  motibiw  be  could  not  dkcoTer  aay 
VFeightlnir,  When  ibe  learned  gent,  had 
argued,  that  that  bou8e.should  regard  with 
jealousy  a  corresprmdence. conducted  under 
such  circumktiinceB^  did  the  learned  gent, 
mean  to  say,  that  t^re  was  any  thing  cri- 
minal in  the  expressions  of  reciprocal  ci- 
vility that  appeared  in  these  commuuica-  j 
iioos?  Did  he'^mean  to  say,  that,  when 
ftoch  a  correspondence  had  taken  place,  it 
mvas  reprehensible  in  persons  who  had.  for- 
merly been  acquainted,  to  recall  some  of  the 
feelings  of  past  intimacy,  and  give  way  to 
friendly  enquiries  respecting  mutual  con- 
nections and  acquaintances?  Did  he  mean 
to  assert,  tliat  it  was  criminal  in  persons 
tmder  such  circumstances,  to  cultivate  a 
disposition  of  mutual  conciliation,  with  the 
desirable  yiew  of  finally  accommodating 
the  differences  between  the  two  naUons? 
He  had  stated  before,  that  this  letter  con- 
tinned  nothing  relative  to  the  case  before 
tlie  house,  and  it  wouid  be  for  the  house 
to  decide,  whether  it  should  be  produced. 
Of  one  thing  he  was  clearly  satnAed,  that 
there  was  not,  in  aay  letteir  or  dooanaent 
wiitten  by  the-  ilUistrious  person  now  no 
more,  (Mr..  Fox)  a  jingle  expression 
that  in  the  slightest  degree  committed  the 
honour  or  dignity  of.  bis  sovereign.  He 
kad  bu4  onfe  word  more  to  add  by  way  of 
explanation*  He  •admitted  that  the  pas- 
s^^y  quoted  by  the  learoed  gent,  from 
the  note  of  lord  Lauderdale,  would  seem 
to  refer  to  something  ainteced^nt  to  the 
wgnature.of  the  twaty  of  M.  d'Oubril. 
It  ought  tkave  arisen,  from  some  inaccuracy 
inth^  language  of  tihe  note,  but  certainly 
^o  commonication  relative  to  a  separate 
|)egociati9n  had  been  sent  by  bis  majesty's 
ministers  xintil' after  the  signatltre  of  the 
trea^  of  Ju]y.20»  It  was,  previously  to 
that  event,  proposed  ihat  Russia  and  Great 
Sritain  ^^ould  tieflt  provisionally  with 
Fwutce,  'that  the  two  treaties  should  go  on 
together^  9mA  that  neither  should  be  signed 
imtil  hoth  were'  brought  to  a  conclusion. 
The^^rcamstanoe  might  possii^y  have  ^i« 
jei).from  thecoftfmmiication  from  the  court 
ofiRussia,  thact^M.  d'Oobril  was  to  be  sent 
to -Paris. 

.  Mr,  €ar»iH%robsen7^d,  that  the  hdt  at 
issue  t^etweeii  the  two  governments  was 
not  with  Pettpect  to  the  first  overture,  but 
to  thei  basis  of  n#gociation.  His  majesfy's 
tiaclaration  stated,  tlu^  the  overture  on  the 
basis  of  the  ^iUpmiidetisiamie  from  Franoe( 
^e  overttire  contained  ih  the  letter  which 
bis  learned  iriead  mored  for,  reidmd  to 


the  basis  of  the  iFealy  of  Amiene.  It 
was  also  to  be  observed  that  the  French  go- 
vernment had  uniformly  throoghout  de» 
nied  having  acceded  to  the  basis  of  the  tiff 
possidetii,  I'he  question,  therefore,  to  be 
ascertained  y^os^  whether  Frante  had  at 
any  time,  and  if  she  had,  when^  consent* 
ed  to  that  basis.  On  the  face  of  the  pa« 
pers  there  did  not  appear  any  bash  bat  the 
treaty  of  Am^ns,  to  ;bave  been  proposed 
by  the  French  governmeot;  iwhereas  hii 
majesty's  declaration  positively  asserted; 
that  the  first  overture  had  come  from 
France  to  negociate  on  the  basis  of  iactpal 
possession.  The  noble  lord,  thepefote, 
could  pot  but  be  sensible  of  the  necessity 
of  setting  this  variance  right,  because, 
though  the  French  government  had  shuffled 
on  almost  every  otl^er  subject,  tliey  had  '0111* 
formly  lield  out  on  this.  Upon  this  fect^ 
therefore,  th^  two  governments  were  com- 
mitted, and  he  must  say,  that  the  declara* 
tion  was  not  borne  out  by  the  papers. 
He  could  not  conceive  how  this  could  b^ 
got  over,  if  no  other  documents  could  be 
produced,  unless  perhaps  it  ^ould  be  said 
that  there  was  no  negociation,  till  that  se- 
cond negociatiOB  commenced  wh^i  lord 
Yarmouth  was  sent  over.  He  thought  it 
essential  that  every  document  should  be 
produced,  that  could  throw  any  light  upon 
this  subject,  bec^se  he  thought  every  oihet 
part  of  the  negociation  comparatively  on- 
important.  U]>on  the  decision  of  this  fact, 
as  to  the  basis  of  the  negociaU<»nY  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  fattb  of  the  two  go- 
vernments would  stand  or  fall ;  and  there- 
fore he  was  of  opinion,^  tl^  every  light 
should  be  afforded  to  the  house  upon  the 
subject. 

Lord  Hcrmck  stated  that  there  were  cer- 
tainly no  papers  that  could  be  produced  in 
which  the  vti  po9iideiis  was  recognized  for-  ^ 
maliy  by  the  French  govermnent.  That  fact 
however  was  established  in  the  communica^ 
tion^  with  the  French  government,  end 
clearly  supported  by  the  authority  of  lord 
Yarmouth's  word.  He  had  no  objection 
to  rest  the  whole  of  the  case  on  the  papem 
then  on  the  table,  and  .he  felt  no  appre- 
hension, that  when  the  subject  should  come 
to  be  discussed  on  Monday,  he  should 
prove  by  atgameHts 'founded 'oti  these,  pa* 
pers,  that  every  itatenient  dn  his  majesi^'s 
declaration  was  fu%  borne  otf t^by  the  do* , 
curoentB  on  the  iable. 

Mr.  Cannmg  AiA  not  mean  to  instniHite 
that  lord  Yarmouth's  woqfd  was  not  a«u^« 
cient  autfaoritjr,  but  he  would  ooit^'adtiiit 
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t^t  be  had  not  a  right  to  question  whether 
the  interpretation  of  the  words  in  which 
the  hasis  was  supposed  to  be  contained, 
was  correct  or  not. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  just  to  make  a  single 
pbseryatioD.  When  his  noble  friend  had 
assured  the  learned  gentleman  that  no  part 
of  the  reoBainder  of  the  letter  for  which 
lie  had  moved  had  any  reference  to  the 
case,  it  appeared  ta  him  that  his  word 
mjght  have  been  taken.  As. to  the  point 
upon  which  the  lt;arned  gent,  seemed  toi 
^be  so  anxious  for  information,  that  was 
precisely  tiwcase  that  was  to  be  discussed 
on  Monday  ne^t.  He  was  only  imrprized ; 
that  the  learned  gent,  should  have  expect- 
ed to  discover  in  some  other  part  of  the 
ijetter  a  basis  different  from  that  contained 
in  the  part  that  has  been  extracted.  If  the 
learned  gent,  had  looked  a  little  farther 
into  it,  Jie  might,  perhaps,  have  found 
wherewith  to  satisfy  bis  curiosity.  All  that 
part  of  the  letter  that  related  to  the  case, 
jiad  been  snbmitted  to  bis  majesty,  and. 
certainly  there  .was  no  necessity  for  laying 
any  more  of  it  before  parliament. 

Mr.  Percefa/  pleaded  guilty  to  the  ab* 
surdity  charged  upon  him  by  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  if  it  was  an  absurdity  to  think  to 
find  out  that  his  majesty's  present  mimsCers 
had  done  somethiilg  wrong,  for  to  that,  and 
that  only,  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  argu- 
ment .would  come.  All  he  wanted  to  know 
was,  whether  there  was  any  passage  in  the 
letter  which  referred  to  any  other  basis  than 
the  treaty  of  Amiens.  As  the  noble  lord 
had  stated  that  there  was  no  reference  to 
any  ^uch  basis  contained  in  it,  and  the 
noble  lord  had  also  declared,  that  he  was 
satisfied  to  take  the  argument  upon  tlie 
papers,  as  at  present  before  the  house,  he 
bad  no  objection,  with  the  penoissiod  of 
the  house,  to  withdraw  his  motion* 

Lord  Yarmouth  begged  leave  to  say  a 
few  wcjdTds  on  something  that  had  fallen  from 
the  learned  gent,  in  a  former  part  of  the 
debate,,  before  the  niotioo  should  be  dis- 
posed ui  That  learned  gent,  had  desired 
to  be  informed  whether  he  had  received 
any  communication  frdm  hb  migesty's  go- 
vernment before  he  left  France.  To  this  he 
bad  lo  answer  that  he  had  hot  received 
any  communication  whatever.  Here  he 
hegged^  to  state  to  the  hotise  the  reason 
why  he  had  been  selected  to  be  the  bearer 
of  the  .communication  to  Mr.  Fox*  The 
letters  that  had  passed  between  Mr.  Fox 
and  M;  Talleyrand,  had.osnalfy  been  ac- 
companied wiA>  private  letteis.    Interne 


of  these,  Mr.  Fox  "had  strongly  soficite^ 
his  (lord  Yarmouth's)  release  from  France, 
where  he  had  been  detained  ^  a  prisoner  of 
war  three  years.  He  had  pot  himself  had  the 
honour  of  being  intimately  acquainted  witii 
Mr.  Fox,  and  for  his  kind  exertions  to 
obtain  his  enlargement,  he  was  indebted  to 
good  offices  with  that  minister,  from  a 
quarter  to  which  he  must  ever  look  with 
gratitude  and  respect.  M.  Talleyrand 
imagined,  from  the  interest  Mr.  Fox  had 
taken  in  this  applicatioti,  that  the  person 
for  whom  it  was  exerted  would  be  mos^ 
likely  to  possess  bis  confidence,  and  there- 
fore it  had  been  that  he  was  very  properly 
selected  from  the  other  gentlemen,  who 
were  coming  over  at  the  same  time,  to  be 
the  bearer  of  the  communication  to  Mr, 
Fox.  M.  Talleyrand  always  gave  him  to 
undisrstand,  that  the  actual  state  of  pos* 
session,  subject  to  subsequent  exchange^ 
upon  equivalents,  was  tlie  basis  of  th^  ne- 
gociation.  M.  Talleyrand  had  also  often 
stated  to  him,  that  the  basis  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens  would  be  .  a  source  of  endless 
quarrels;  and  that  the  status  yuo  dn(t 
bcUum  would  be  liable  to  the  samie  objec- 
tion, and  that  therefore  the  state  of  actual 
possession,  subject  to  exchange  upon  just 
equivalents,  was  the  only  basis*  that  could 
lead  to  any  solid  peace.  He  had  also 
beeu  the  bearer  of  dispatches  to  France, 
and  when  he  returned  to  Paris,  the  Freocli 
government  continued  to  consider  the  state 
of  actual  possession  as  the  basis  of  the  oe- 
gociation,  until  some  circumstances,'  which 
it  was  not  necessary  to  detail  ta  the  house, 
led  them  to  depart  from  it,  and  then  they 
objected  to  it,  as  ^if  we  wanted  to  make 
the  basis  the  treaty, — After  a  few' words 
from  Mr.  Perceval,  the  motion  was  allowed 
to  be  withdrawn* 


HOVSE   OF    LORDS. 

JFtdttfsdaiff  Dectmber  31. 
[MmuTEs.]  This  day  the  house  met, 
conformably  to  adjournment. — It  was  br- 
(lered,  on  the  motion  of  lord  Walsingliam, 
that  no  petitions  for  private  bills  l^  re^ 
ceived  after  the  27th  of  February  next# 
Also,  that  no  reports  from,  the  Judges, 
upon  petitions  for  private  bills  be  recei- 
ved after  the  first  day  after  the  Easter  re« 
cess.— Mr.  Hobhouse  brought  up  frbm^tlie 
commons  a  bill  for  amending  and  explain- 
Ing  the  act  for  regulating  the  Trial  of  Con. 
tested  Elections.— -Mr.  Johnson,  from  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  Ireland, 
presented  the  32d  Keport  of  the  Iribh  Corn- 
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missiocers  of  Accounts^  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


tlOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wediie^da^i  December  31  • 
£MiNUTE8.]  Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  chief 
secretary's  office,  presented  the  32d  Report 
of  the  commissioners  of  Accounts  in  Ireland, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table,and 
printed. — On  the  inotion  of  Mr,  Parnell,  it 
was  ordered,  That  tliere  be  Ittid  before  this 
boose,  an  Account  of  the  sums  levied  by 
Grand  Juries  of  the  several  counties  in 
Ireland,  respectively,   for  4  years,  from 
Jan.  1,  1803,  distinguishing  each  year  and 
each  assize  ;   and  distinguishing  the  sums 
levied  for  the  Militia,  from  those  levied  for 
other  purposes,  tbgether  with  an  aodount 
of  the  rate  per  acre  oh  the  county  at  large, 
of  the  sum  levied  in  each  county  in  each 
year.  —  Mr.  Fellowes  moved,    That  the 
order  made  on  the  8th  day  of  July  in  the 
last  session  of  the  last  parliament,    ^'  Tliat 
there  be  prepared  a  copy  of  the  return  or 
returns  made  to  the  Privy  Council  by  every 
Archbishop  and  Bishop  of  the  names,  ot 
every  Dignity,  Prebend,  Benefice,  Dona- 
tive,   Perpetual    Curacy,   and    Parochial 
Chapelry,f  within  their  respective  dioceses, 
or  suisject  to  their  respective  jurisdictions,* 
and  the  names  of  the  several  persons  pos- 
sessing the  same,  who  shall  not  have  re- 
sided thereon  by  reason  of  any  exemption 
under  or  by  virtue  of.  the  Act  of  43  Geo. 
Ill*  c.  84 ;  and  also  of  all  the  persons  pos- 
sessing the  same  not  having  any  such  ex- 
exemption  or  licence,  who  shall  tiot  have 
resided  on  such  Dignity,  Prebend,    Bene- 
iiec,  Donative,  Perpetual  Curacy,  or  Pa- 
rochial Chapelry,  so  far  as  the  bishop  is 
informed  thereof,  in  order  to  the  same 
being  laid  before  the  house  early  in  the 
next  .session  of  parliament,**  might  be  read; 
and  the  same  being  read,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  said  returns   be  laid  before  the 
bouse.— The  following  Election  Petitions 
were  presented,  and  fixed   for  considera- 
tion,   via.  Two    from    Dowupatrick   Bo- 
rough, complaining,  on  the  part  of  J.  W. 
Croker,  Esq.  and  the  Electors  in  his  in- 
terest, of  the  return  of  E.S.  Ruthven,  esq. 
to  be  considered  on  Thursday,  Feb.  19.— 
Liskeard,  on  the  part  of  Capt.  Tomlinson, 
to  be  considered  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  17.— 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  it  was 
ordered  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house 
an  account  of  the  Exchequer  Bills  out- 
atanding,  under   the    act  of  last  session 
for  raising   10,500,000/.    oa    Exchequer 


bills. — Lord  Temple  brought  in  a  bill  to 
indemnify  the  regraters  of  Oak  Bark  from 
certain  vexatious  penalties  imposed  by  an 
act  of  James  1.  and  for  repealing  that  part 
of  the  said  act ;  which  was  read  a  first 
time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  to-morrpw. — Mr.  Cakraft  presented 
the  estimates  of  theOrdnance  Service  for 
the  year  1807,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
would  move  them  this  day  se'nnight  in  the 
committee  of  supply.  The  estimates  were 
ordered  to  be  printed.  • 


HOUST.    OF    LORDS. 

Thursday,  January  l^  1807'# 
[MiKUTEs.]  Mr.  Parkhurst,  secretary 
to  the  Caroatic  commissioners,  presented 
tW  first  report- of  that  board,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table^ — The  Election 
Trial  bill  was  read  a  second  time  and 
committed. — ^The  lord  ChaiKrellor  said,  he 
was  authorized  by  his  noble  friend  (lord 
Grenville)  to  give  notice  that  the  noble 
lord  intended  to  present  to  the  house  the 
next  day,  a  bill  for  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade. 


HOUSE   Of   COMMONS. 

nursdnyi  January  1 ,  1807.  • 
[Minutes.]  Mr.  Parkhurst,  from  the. 
^tnmissioners  for  liquidating  the  Camatic 
debis,  presented  their  first  report  to  the 
house,  which  was  ordered  to  He  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed.— Mr.  Vansittart 
presented  an  account  of  Exchequer  Bills 
outstanding  and  unprovided  for.  Ordered 
to  lie  on  tlie  table^-^He  then  gave  notice 
that  he  would  the  next'  day  in  the  com* 
mittee  ojf  supply,  move  for  an  issue  of 
Exchequer  Bills.  —  On  Mr.  Vansittart's 
moving  that  the  Oak  Bark  regrating  in..  - 
demntty  bill  be  read  a  second  time,  lord 
Folkestone,  although  be  had  himself  «o 
objection  to  the  bill,  yet,  as  it  would 
afiect  the  interests  of  many  individuals  in 
the  country,  he  trusted  the  hon.  gent*  ' 
would  not  press  it  through  the  house  be- 
fore those  individuals  could  learn  the  na^ 
ture  of  the  provisions  iti  which  they  were 
in  teres  ted  •  Mr.  Vansittart  acquiescing, 
though  at  the  same  time  declaring  that  it 
was  indispensable  that  no  great  delay 
should  take  place,  the  second  reading  was 
postponed  to  Monday. — Petitions  were  pre- 
sented against  the  returns  for  the  following 
places  < — Sudbury.  The  ground  of  com* 
plaint  in  the  petition  was  treating.  Or« 
dered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  ' 
Tuesday,  the  17th  of  February.  Rochester* 
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This  was  a  petition,  by  certain  electors, 
against  Mr.  Baruett,  on  the  ground  of 
treating.  To  be  taken'  into  consideration 
on  the  Ipth  of  February.  Newcastle  under 
Line.  This  petition  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration on  the  15th  of  February,  Glas- 
gow, Renfrew,  &C.&C.  This  was  a  petition 
by  Mr,  Boyd  Alexander  against  Archibald 
Campbell,  esq.  Ordered  to  bc^  taken  into 
consideration  on  the  17tb  of  March,  County 
of  Mayo.  The  grounds  of  this  petition 
were,  the  improper  interference  of  the 
oiarquis  of  Sligo  and  the  sheritf,  and  the 
admission  of  illegal  votes.  To  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  the  24th  of  February. — 
Maluisbury.  Thee  were  two  petitions,  one 
from  the  unsuccessful  candidates,  and 
another  from  certain  burgesses.  Both  or- 
dered to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  the 
26tb  of  Feb.  Wick,  kc,  in  Caithness.  Pe- 
tition from  Sir  John  Sinclair.  Ordered  to 
be  tfdien  into  consideration  on  the  20th  of 
Feb.  Colchester.  Petition  from  some  elec- 
tors. To  be.  considered  on  the  3d  of 
March.  Great  Yarmouth.  Petition  from 
certain  electors.  To  be  considered  on  the 
3d  of  March.  Linlithgow,  &c.  &c.  Peti- 
tion on  the  ground  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion. At  the  suggestion  of  lord  Howick, 
this^  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  the 
business,  was  also  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  the  3d  of  March.  Hythe. 
I'his  petition  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion on  Thursday,  the  5th  of  March. — Mr. 
\Vhitbread  gave  notice  that  he  would  the 
ti£.\t  day  move,  that  the  order  for  taking 

-J^to  consideration  the  Thetford  petition 
should  be  rescinded,  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
pointing a  more  distant  day. — Mr.  Adam 
Dioved,  that  the  order  for  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  Linlithgow  petition  should 
be  rescinded,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing 
a  more  distant  day.  This  had  been  done 
in  anotlier  case  of  the  same  nature  from 
^Scotland.  The  Speaker  said,  that  this 
would  leave  a  vacancy  on  the  3d  of  March, 
iind  if  there  was  any  objection  to  the  mo- 
tion, a  notice  must  be  given.  Lord  How- 
ick thought  the  reason  perfectly  sufficient, 
and  therefore  there  could  be' no  objection. 
Mr.  Johnstone  thought  that  he  would  be 
justified  in  acting  with  the  same  seventy 
iiere,  as  ha4  been  used  towards .  him  on  a 

.'former  occasion.  'However  he  would  not 
have  objected,'  had  ii  not  been  that  it  was 
unfoir  to  lAake  any  alteration  in  this  case 
while  one  of  the  parties  was  absent. — Mr. 
Adam  then  gave  a  notice  ot  iLe  u)otlvn  for 
the  iiext  day. 


[R£80LUTIONS    RELATING  TO  PrIVAT* 

Bills.]  Lord  Hawick  rose  pursuant  to 
notice,  to  propose  certain  regulations  with 
respect  to  Private  Bills.  The  utility  of  the 
purpose  which  h^  bad  in  view  was  soobr 
vious,  that  he  .need  not  trouble  the  house 
at  any  length  on  the  subject.  The  house 
was  aware  that  it  was  the  practice  to  fix  • 
certain  day,  beyond  which^  private  peti- 
tions qould  not  be  presented.  This  was 
done,  he  apprehended,  on  this  principje, 
that  all  the  bills  mi^t  be  passed  within  the 
session.  This  principle,  however,  had  been 
defeated  by  the  latitude  allowed  with  re-^ 
spect  to  the  time  of  bringing  forward  bills 
on  these  petitions.  His  object,  therefore, 
was  merely  to  complete  the  principle  which 
the  house  had  already  adopted.  In  addi- 
tion to  what  had  been  done,  he  proposed 
to  fix  the  last  day  for  presenting  bills  upon 
the  petitions,  and  also  the  last  day  for  re- 
ceiving the  reports  of  these  bills.  He  held 
in  his  hand  a  paper  which  shewed  that  the 
number  of  private  bills  presented  towards 
the  close  of  the  session,  had. been  for 
some  years  past  increasing ;  and  last  year 
particularly,  it  appeared  that,  out  of  204 
bills,  no  less  than  31  had  been  presented 
after  the  king's  birth-day,  and  78  reported 
upon.  This  was  far  beyond  what  coul^ 
be  allowed  in  consistency  with  the  conve- 
nience of  the  house  and  of  particular 
members.  The  last  Friday  of  February 
was  the  day  beyond  which  private  petitions 
were  not  at  present  allowed  to  be  pre- 
sented. He  thought  that  the  parties  would 
have  abutidant  time  to  prepare  the  bills  be- 
fore the. 26th  of  March,  and  therefore  be 
would  propose  that  this  should  be  fixed  as' 
the  last  day  for  receiving  private  bills. 
This  would  be  no  inconvenienoe,  as,  in 
cases  of  inclosures  and  agricultural  bills, 
notices  wer^  fixed  on  the  church  fioors  in 
the  months  of  August  and  Septemberi  and 
in  others,  notices  were  given  during  the 
same  months  at  the  quarter  sessions  at)d  in 
the  county  papers.  Every  person  con- 
cerned, therefore,  would  have  full  time 
to  make  up  his  mind,  and  to  be  prepared 
before  Easter.  But  this  would  be  as  iiu« 
gatory  as  the  former  order  had  been  found 
to  be,  unless  a  day  was  fixed,  beyond 
which  the  reports  on  these  bills  could,  not 
be  received.  At  present,  five  days  inclu; 
sive  intervened  between  the  first  and  se- 
cond readings.  The  bills  were  generally 
committed  on  the  eighth  day  from  the 
lime  of  their  being  brought  forward.  He 
thought  ihat  the  icpurls   might  very  w til 
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be  itiade  within  six  or  eight  wjeeks  from 
tbe  5ame  time^  do  as  to  enable  the  lords 
to  pass  the  bills  before  the  btrthMlay.  He 
irould,  therefore,  propose  that,  the  IHh 
of  M^y  should  b^  the  last  day  fur  recei* 
Ting  sports  u^pn  private  biIU«  Some 
gre,;}Lter  oe^ay  thigiit  be  allowed  in  case$  of 
Irish  biljs.  But  ti^ough  21  days  must  in- 
tprviene  between  the  first  at^d  second  read- 
ings of  ^uch  bills,  he  still  thought  that 
they  might  very  well  be  brought  within 
^i^  general  rule,  put  the  house,  in  adopt- 
ing a  general  rule,  did  not  giye  up  its  dis- 
Qre^ii*  ,  Even  at  present,  the  stai\ding 
order  of  the  hpuse  was  dispensed  with  in 
cases  of  notifies  upon  special  ca^se  being 
shewn.  But  at  the  same  time  U  would  be 
^portant  to  adhere  to  the  general  ^-ule, 
^cept  in  very  particular  cases ;  for  its  utility 
would  be  destrpyed,  if  itshould  be  once  un- 
^^rstpod  th^t  it  could  be  dispensed  with  on 
flight  g^unds.  It  would  be.  of  great  conve- 
nience to  the  parties  and  to  the  iherobers, es- 
pecially qiembersofcoupties,that  the  private 
|>m(ipess  should  be  completed  with  all  pos- 
sible 4ispatcl\«  He  concluded  by  moving, 
^  That  uie  order,  filing  the '.last  Friday  of 
Febriiaiy  ,aji  the  last  day  on  which  private 
petitions  should  be. received  be  read,  that 
the  .2jSth  qf  AI^Tch  should  be  appointed  as 
|he  last  dayfor  receiving  private  bill's,  that 
^e  1  ith  ofMay  shquld  be  fixed  as.  the  last 
4ay  for  receiving  reports  upon  these  bills, 
apd  that  ap  order  should  be  made  for  pro- 
Siolgating  these  resolutions,  that  every  one 
iqight  have  due  notice  of  them/'  I'hey 
yrerepnly  resolutions  fpr  the  present  year, 
lUid  matter  of  experiment*  If  they  should 
||a  found  useful  and  practical,  they  might 
jhf  reafter  be  settled  as  of ders.  He  had  tlie 
CQOcui'r^nQe.  of  (he  country  gentlemen,  and 
<^f  ihpse  who  m;g^ht  be  supposed  to  be  best 
f^u^inted  with  the  .subject  and  most  in 
jteres.t^d  in  it,  and  therefore,,  he  presumed, 
jJ^re^G«)uld  be  no,  serious  objection  to  the 
i:^solutipns  which  be  proposed, 

yivi  ^^ot^stwt  observed,  that  as  the 
jK>ble  )prd  ha^  t;he  qpncurrence  of  the 
ep^^y  i^emj^ers^  imd  of  those  who  w.«% 
^t  .acquainted  with  the  sufa^'ect,  he  had  no 
irery  great  pt^ection  to  these  propositions. 
J^lut  he  must  say,  at  tjie  same  time,  that 
they  were  what,  a  right ,  hpn.  friend  of  ^  the 
Jljphle  load's  (Mr.  Vfi^dh^ii^)  had  cbaVac- 
terj^ed  as  measure?  of  unnecessary  legisla- 
i>pn.  The  grounds  stated  by  the  '  noble 
Tjard  4id!  not  altogether,  bp^  .him  out.  He 
had  hot  proved  that  any  grj^at.  incQiiy^- 
^,j{j^eiice  resuUed«from  those  lulls  aceumu< 


latin^  after  the  birth  day,  for,  last  year,  par- 
liament had  sat  long  aftifsr  that  time,  and 
decided  upon  vmatters  -of  the  highest  im- 
portance. He  apprehended  too  that  the 
adopUon  of  these  resolutions  might  be 
very  inconvenient  both  to  the  agjents  and 
the  parties. 

Mr.  Bragge  Baf^r;^  dissented  completely 
from  tl^e  opinion  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  spoke  last.  This  was  not  a  measure  of 
unnecessary  legislation.  It  was  only,  as 
the  uoblelord  bad  sjtated,  following  op  the 
principle  which  had  already  been  adopted 
by  the  bouse.  It  was  not  a  matter  of  le- 
gislation at  al]|  but  of  regulation  only* 
The  adoption  of  the  r^olutiohs,  he  con- 
tended i  would  be  attended  with  great  con- 
venience both  to  the  parties'  and  to  parti- 
culfir  members,  as  well  as  to  the  house. 
Parties  could'  not  force  ,their  agents  tp 
come  to  the  house  within  aparticulai-time; 
and  with  regard  to  the  eacpences  of  such 
delays,  they  were  completely  in  the  handa 
of  these  agents.  The  house,  'ther^fpreg 
ought  tp  assist  them  and  enable  tBem  to 
obtajn  justice  with  as  little  expence,  and 
with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible. 

Mr.  Fuller  highly  approved  of  the  reso- 
lutions, as  they  might  he  the  oieahs  of 
shortening  the  session,  and  provjB  very 
convenient  to  the  country  gentlemen,  and 
to  those  who  did  not  come  to  the  house  to 
make  their  fortunes.         - 

Mr.  felloxoes '  agreed  that  they  ^^uld  b© 
very  convenient.  He  himself  .^ladoftea 
felt  the  great  inconvenience  attendipg  tBya 
delays  that  took  place  incases  of  private 
bills,  and  thought  tliatthe  hpiuse  w^  ^^'^^^^ 
great  obligations  to  the  hahje  l<^r^  ^9'' 
having  turhed  his, attention  to  the  subject. 
He  suggested  the,propriety  of  having  tljie 
private  bills  enumenited  in  tj^e  votes,  and 
the  days  in  which  ihey*canaeon>  that,  mem- 
bers might  have  the  earliest  tiiid  post  aur 
thentic  notice  on  that  point.  'Tins  he 
merely,  threw  out  as  a  suggestion  for  t^c 
consideration  pf  bii  lprd?^hiip. 

,  Mr.  Johnit<m<^  bbservjiibig,  upqi^  the  po.iot 
of  shortening  the  se^sjipu,  ,'asked  .whether 
tl)e  Doblelord  wrasJdiAidebt  as  to  thenuio* 
ber.and  seutiments  of  his  friends,  since  tje 
betray^  so  much  anxiety  to Jjet  rid  of'them^ 
Lord  ^  If  (/wick  replied,  that  he  pnly,  fek 
anxious  to  ,  promote  V^e'  cpnYeiiiepce  ^qf 
the  house  and  of  the  parties.  Suppose 
that  from  what  happened  last  year^  that 
menibers  should  ^ xp^ct  that  78  r^orts  9^ 
private  hills  might  be  received  afier  t^e 
birth-day,  the  consequence  wo«UlMl,jthial» 
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if  the  public  business  <:ould  be  soon  finish- 
ed, parliament  must  either  sit  to  pass  these 
private  bills  or  they  must  be  lost^  and  all 
tbe  expence  attendiag  them  would  be  to  no 
purpose*  As  to  his  anxiety  about  dismiss* 
ing  his  friends^  he  wished  that,  dn  a  former 
occasioni  an  opportunity  had  been  given 
of  shewing  the  sense  of  the  boose,  and  be 
hoped  that  the  hon«  gent,  would  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  doing  so.— ^The  fe* 
solutions  were  then  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed* 


MOUSE   OF  LORDS* 

Fridat^,  January  3« 

tSiAlrsTiiADS«]  LordGrf9it^7&btoug!it 
in  abill  for  abolishing  the  SlaveTrade,  whieh 
was  read  a  6r8t  time.  His  lordship  then  rose 
to  movei  that  tbe  bill  be  printed,  and  took 
that  opportunity  of  observing^  that  no  person 
could  be  more  sensible  than  he  was  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  measure  Uow  sub- 
mitted to  the  house^  and  of  the  propriety  of 
giving  full  time  for  its  due  consideration. 
He  therefore  informed  their  lordships,  that 
he  intended  to  sive  about  a  fortnight's  notice 
before  he  should  move  the  second  reading. 
When  the  printed  copies  of  the  bill  were 
on  the  table,  he  should  propose  to  fix  a 
day  for  the  next  motion;  in  the  mean  time 
he  moved,  that  the  bill  be  printed* 

Lord  Hawkeibury  said^  that  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  call  tbe  uttention  of  the 
house  to  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  on  the  subject,  now  under 
consideration.  It  would  be  recollected 
that  a  Resolution  was  then  come  to,  for 
sn  address  to  bis  majesty,  which  Was  nearly 
ia  tbe  same  terma  as  tbe  preamble  of  the 
bill  the  noble  lord  had  introduced.  The 
object  of  that  address  was  to  learn  bow  far 
other  powers  were  disposed  to  concur  in 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  trade*  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  their  lordships 
ought  to  be  put  in  possession  of  any 
correspondence  which  might  have  taken- 
place  with  other  govemmefits  in  con- 
sequence of  that  address*  Whether  there 
had  been  any  communications  between  his 
mqesty's  goveramelKt^  the  governments 
of  other  countries  on thissubject  or  not, 
piBfUi^ment  ought  t6  be  made  acquiunted 
with  the  fact*  He  should  not  press  any 
motion  oa  this  topic  at  present,  but  it  was 


the  bill.    It  was  cabled  it  bill  for'  abolishi 
the  Slave  tmde.     But  did  the  noble  Ic 
mean  that  it  should  go  to  the  abolitioA 
the  Slave  Ttade  in  genetd,  both  in  the  Wt 
Indies  and  on  the  coast  of  Africa  i  or  vi 
it  the  African  Slave  ftade  only  that  w 
meant  to  be  abolished  ?  It  was  hh  fii 
opinion,  that  even  the  African  SlKve  Tra< 
could  not  be  abolisbedf  unless  the  me 
sures^  taken  by  this  government  wefe  coi 
curred  in  by  other  powers.    This  appea 
ed  to  have  been  the  Opinion  of  parliamei 
in  the  last  session^  when  tbe  ^dress  a 
luded  to  by  bis  noble  friend  was  Xroted* 

Lord  Gremdile  repe^ted^   tbsct  be  wa 
sensible  of  the  high  importance  of  tbe  sub 
ject  to  be  discussed,  but  he  was  also,  iti  hi 
own  mind,    convinced  that  the  titne  wa 
now  arrived  when  no  solid  objection  couk 
be  offered  to  the  abolition  of  the  traffic  it 
slaves;  on  the  coast  of  Africa.    On  this 
qtfestion  be  believed  there  was,  generally 
speaking,  but  very  little  difference  of  opi- 
nion  in  this  country ;  but  this  Was  not  the 
day  on  which  it-  was  to  be  discussed.     Be- 
fore the  day  for  the  second  reading  shocrld 
be  fixed,  he  intended  not  only  to  give  such 
notice  as  tbe  other  orders  of  the  house  re-< 
qnired,  bat  such  as  the  peculiar  importduee 
of  the  subject  itself  demanded.    Whether 
we  wer^  to  continue    the   African  Slave 
trade,  because  there  were  difficulties   iti 
the  way  of  abolishing  it  'tn  the  West  Indies, 
or  whether  we  were   to  practise  a  great 
enormity,  because  othef  persons  in  other 
countries  might  not  choose  ta  abandon  it^ 
the  house  was  not  then  called  upotl^  to  de<« 
cide.    The  only  question  at  present  be-« 
fore  (hetr  lordships  was,  whether  this  bill 
should  be  printed.    He  did  not  therefore 
think  it  necessary  ta  enter  into  the  <ronsi-< 
deration  of  topics,  the  discussion  of  whicbv 
at  this  moment^  could  serve  no  purpose 
but  that  of  delay. 

Lord  Eiion  remarked,  it  expknatioir« 
that  he  had  intimated  no  wish  for  delay. 
No  such  sentiment  had  ever  at  atiy  timer 
iiftUen  from  his  tips  as  a  desire  to  procrasti^ 
nate  the  determination  of  the  house  ou 
this  importaitt  subject.  He  had  only  call- 
ed upon  the  noble  lord  to  state,  whether^ 
by  the  bill  for  abolbbhig  the  Skve  trade^ 
he  meant  the  Africafi  Slave  trade^  or  the 
trade  fn  general.  The  noble  lord,  be  under<« 


one  whicli  ought  to  be  explained  when  stood,  bad  admitted  that  the  bill  was  to 


liieir  lordships  proceeded  to  tbe  ceai^dera- 
tion  of  the  bill. 

Lord  £/</o;i  thought  that  some  expkRxa 
^  was  jiecetBary  respeeting  the  tittirof 

Yql.  VIII. 


extend  to  the  African  trade  only.  He 
thought,  however,  thut  their  lord^ipa 
would,  opoft  consideration,  find  that  thi» 
mode  4[  proceedinf^  was  io»praetitabley 
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gy.9n ,  to  ,ih^  Wes\'J\\^h  ?y  ^nfti.     , 

wish  to  sgp*  it^  o4iou5i  traffic"  lu  mi)9R 

.  .  The  pukg  pf  PflmfV^QRSprM  ^ftt'fie 
Bad  pQ»  »Rp.ci5fi^.  toe  %8|  reading  qF  tft^. 
bjII.beciiM&e  he  ^Jiygx^  gftpsiderq^  ^%t 
Rroceedipg'a  mfXef  Qf  ferfg,  ^n4  ^i?i^d 
V}  re^CTV^  ^bjffie  M  tQ  ^fljf  unjil  the  pp}^ 
sequ^pt  ^t^cf^  of  ffte  bij].  fof  tjif  sam^ 
^^ 'pojijg  HOt  .OR^O{i|^\h^  ^ptipn 


bqjg^ver. 


8  W? 


wiU  pwrt^^lw  W  pwwyed  bi  ymiV 

Hli^  Bap.eir?.QR)»fliftn8  w^feicbcowld  not  & 
$^upg$e4  Tvifit^Mft  W^f^  tp  Ibis  coui)tiy  ut 
to  Rgf  &Ui^^,:  It  p?i|^t  bQ  eyideut,  that 
tji^  }^ftrupt,io|i§  g^v^ft  U)  fitfv  Kiiniatei:  for 
t^^.'fgMkUoft  flf  b!&  fiQwJifct  durinjs  the 
i^J^gS^H^^  >yU)).  wbicb  b»  way  iutni&tf^dy 
cqMl4^Q|  he  giv.^t)  $Lm9^t  dii^fie  dpcniQisnta; 
\y\thg.ut  ^P  ^^i^  9f  iujufy  to  our  iotfirests.* 
Tq  r^y^l  ^h^  iifisitpqtiQiift g^vee  t0  a  miaia^ 
ter  employed  to.  negbciate  a  peaoe^  muafe 
.necessarily  reveal  ^j^  vf^iM  "whicb  we  set 
upon  pQssessiiH^  qc  uppii  cessions,  and  tbe 
motives  whicj^  g^tUftt^  t^Q  government  in 
cjC^WliNf  t«i  gtyfe  U{1,  05  tteairing  Ux'je- 
taJQ  tb^  PAV»  q\  tp  i>;^i;t  upori  the  other : 
asp^cigft  of.iafemjfttiop^  «bicb  it  is  evi-- 
df^nt  f^v^^t  he  {ki  insstivMbl^  tdv^^tag^  tp 
tji^  pnpi^y..  U  w  Wftt  niei?«ly,  hovi-evw, 
witjii  r^spgQt  t^.Qur^«lYe9  tbkt.  it /Ueoodi^Ji 
^Pf^BPr^Ht^  QP)il^  curtail)  4QCument9,  btUff 
al|o.  \Rii(^  ^  .yi$iy,  ta  tb«.\Qtex^ts.of  our  al? 
^Vth  l(  i^  Qo|  QHAugb  tbftt  (he  pubbc^tioH 
of  ^pu9ft«p($  ^nA  Piap9r9  vUl  oot  be  mju^ 
ripusto3WMr^Y«9  5  but  yftv,  have  no  rigW 
to  §ftt  )ij{  mt  ^  ^  a^rgmnent  ibc  a  publ^ 
c^taoPt  t!fi»i$bwin%y  (^adtom^AUometbiog 
t^e  HnqaflQ^  of  ^|bkh  byi  »3  epeiuy  majc 
be  ^^v^^i^Ms  ta  yi:>V^  ^^-  Thft  forms  of^ 
our  constil^i^Uftu  ^^Wftia  certsiii\Gasas  tba 
pytjlipft^qjo  qJ  th^  diH:upjeata  whkh  ha.ve 
pa2|§e^  b^t^^^xx  Qur  go>;icvia«ei\t  «a4  thai 
oji  §,  ^.^ign  %t«<^Q»  a^«d  if  w  ii^oAXeiiiaact 
tp  Q^rs«lv^,  «0(OAff|iM^  ikii^a  fe<^w  thia 
DK^tipgW  i4  is  9}f'eiMmc^  by  thft  h«R(^ 

rf^HiiRg  kirn  4hftl  coiitftitaUoui  by^  }9qm 

hfSft  i?x\Jjigb^  to  s^t  w|^.  th^  (or^p:^^  of  yauc 
po^^ti^pt^Q^i  ^  f^pqLft>«.p^uUia(iyKVg  ^Aa)t 
i^i(y?iter\d.  to  i*ia«r«.  yWUT  ^*  C^ACwiqgr 
tbsr^re,  tj^  tb«  QDSOii^siqtMl  i^  tbj^se  p^^ 
pt^fs  ai^  fi4%  jiU(^i.&^>  aQ4.  th^  tho.  yapfir^ 
t^^isely^  4re  ^v^mOy  ^xqpte  ^  S^^A 
ey^^j;  iAfftrn^J4Vi»i  reteti,^  W.^9  i\Qg9««c 
ti(\i^  I  ^h^JJk  OAl^i^fer,  ^itQ  ^  d6|ai(«  wki^h. 

i^  ^^a^  ^1  ^Q^ji,  la^lMp#'  .ppsfv»|uasi^< 

%  P.bJ9Gt  i^  to  QV»C4&  9j}  a(^|^  tQ.  his  »a;-». 
je^,  l^juipd9i;(y.,andf  gir^|^u%  af^^owlg^ 

;i^g  ik  m^tsi*^.  (h^m,  vx  9^i9f«^  tot.  hi% 
Vthj^9.  t^  l^siftg^  g£  p^ao^  4$9««itp» 
u&  ipsy^s^  ^  9vm:  qockvipti^R  Ih^t  <h&^^« 
juc$^  qi  ^  9€«^i^o«k.  eAtj|i^d  J9Ac\  fesi 
imtpv^PPf^w^M  «^  ws^JroiQ.  any  ik)l(A)c% 

5^  9^hi^B^^k»  b^Ms^^Uyito  he  9J^ 
tcibuted  t/^  the  exori^itftnt  .deiiiaQd&  aiuli 
^mbitious. views  of  France,,  ^d  p}edgiffi(^ 

oui3^^  >a.  ^9fii}x»'  v^  ^max  ^o^  to 

,§upgp/4l«J«Q3^lije^      iJ£«,g^g|MMAU|Me  «£ 


IjajJ  ff?5[ueqt\y  g^ven  J^jj  9PKAP'}  9^  tb»^ 

^W9FfA^^  w*^w,  ^y^es  li?  Hb^  hart  ^  «^ 

■J0  P»a^I)^B^«)f»  W4  W  9Plf  9^  ^8  m}] 
.l^powf)  to  t^e  bQUs^  ai^d  fp  i;h9  ^uplic.  i|),& 
^8^epfimen{s,  Jip  a^^fQ(i'fe^ir  (qr^hipsi  s'^ft 
.r^njainpi  Hpjlteifqt},  jpcj  jj  \jpul4  r^quir<i 
.^«rjf,gi:ef;|3JK|  vpry  un^;jf;ppcfed  ft|[^^ipqpte 
ind.e^d  ^9..i»dpcje  ^gi  tp  cbapgj^  bift  u^j^^d 
qn  a.si}W^cf  ^pKh  Ijs  4*9  9P  9^\\n:^y 
Qpneid^r^.—Thfi  bil^.^^  tften  f^ft^  a  fi/sti 
tjmet  aufl  prder^  ^o  be  pwtpc}. 


o^aex  of  tW  4{^.?4ir^&^^d  for  ^v»WP^.^r. 
H%  ^h  %S{f  ^P^}h-ft  ^9  *.^  1^^?  ^^(fi»T 

Mjr  l()r4§,  Uv^ff&bffi  tbp  hpppu;:  pf  pj;^^ 

^t>;?.  ^9:  !¥.  fe«:  li^gsrat  W-  ^^w^^a  ^k 

njiajfjaty  on  tlue^  rfsuJi  ^  W.  ^iUS^^^.Vo".* 
I  do  not  think  it  necessarj  t£\  c^t^i;  i^t9, 
aujf  l^ngthe^jgd  ^etaii^  ogoiji  ^  ^ubjept  y^^^b 
is^rejdx  ^^  (^^V  ^^H  apPlX  ^^ 


.lQj:3^np£bj  me^ns  ojf  tjie 


^*P!f]6t  y9»J5 

^s  by  me^ns  o^  tpe  papers  91^  tb^ 

ta^I^l  '  Tbq  docuipfnt^  wbic^^iire  in  yq.y^ 

lojT^sljW  hapds,^r^^A9^  fftd'^ioi;?)  ^^ 
pie  t^Q^  ijave  been  pr^^tjift tp  parli^^raent 
oa  any  fpru^er  of^qQSflpfi'oi  %'8imil^r  na- 
ture;, pertainJy  ifto/^/sp  thgn  iq  tipfp  ca^e? 
r&fect^g  ^jcfai,U>%fo^««?dx,bma  my- 

"14  "^^'- -p^^^^'  ^'?^^^^°^9.  VY^aWte 


W£>l 


tlitj  tbe§^.  p.ap<Br^  Siould  !?fi  ^  minuj^  iA 
tliir  dit^j{\^  h^<\  it  no't  bf^A,^)i:  tlhj^  xW^Umbiti 
^"JJ?  ryi&4^i;»^?t  equally,  cp^l5c^,l^^tela^nJ, , 
publifchqdbx t*^  Vrentb  g^vjeujpi^t. .   Ij^, , 
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#et^,  hbw'fc^er,  j6f$  description  totally  dis- 
t!fW6ty  ^rfd  cmd  not  b6  e5^chan|ec!  witti  aliVy 
pi^d^pfect  6i  ftf^-iifit^g?  tb  either  country/ 
'tim  CoiintlPy  b)^i/V^  ^  gf^ai'  mantrme'and 
cHfonial  p'oWer,  Sftid  l^rahVe  a  great  contii 
n^frtldi  power,  thfeWcbuld  be  no  reciprocity 
off  cession  bet\^ee/i'  thilw^o  po\Vers,  wHicn 
cyiVW  iti  ^fiy  degree  tend  to  their  mutual 
advantage.  The  conqu'es'ts  made  by  tfiis 
cbQnffy  could  Yfe  of  lio  use  to  France,  un- 
less she  could  becdni'e  a(  g'feat  commercial 
Atid  colonial  power  ;  <he  conquests  made 
by'  frrfhce  courd  be  of  ho  use  to  this  coun- 
try, unless  sh^'  6olild  bedome  a  ^^reai  con- 
rtnifen'lal  power.  Thus, '  (be  stat^-  of  actual 
i^bss^gsioii  SLpp^arid  (6  nie  to  be  tbe  only 
iifiif  basics  of  fie^'6ciatioh  between  thi^ 
jc6i:fritry  arid  France,  (hfe  only  basis  uponi 
iw.hicfe' peace  ought  16  ht  establislied,  under 
tie  (ifeumstances  fn  which' that  fiegociatioh 
iodic piddei  tlfe  only  basis  oh  which  it  could 
fifiohaClVy  b^  founded,  viewing  the  relativq 
sltuatioci  6/  the  tvVo  countries,  *f§garding 
ds6'  t^e"  situation  of  Europe,  and  the  slen- 
d'ef  jj)'r0£p^crof  a  peSlce  concluded  under 
^u(?n  Cii'cOnis^anbes,  producing  any  cdnsi- 
dei'abl^  interval  oT  trahqiuilHty,  and  for  the 
atiai Anient  of  >^hicb\  therefore,  no  valuable 
sacrifices  ought  to  Be'  m^icie*  by  this  couh* 
tVy,  Because  they  could  not'  ensure  to  us 
s'iffe^y  Against  th6  immedi2ite'r(Bhewal  of  the 
war'.  This  v^as,  therefore,  t'Ke  basis  which' 
t  thought  the  buly  one  which  oiight  to  be 
th'^  fburidiation  oif  a''tfeafy  of  peace  between 
this  country  and  Frtfnce,  if  such'  a  treaty 
was  to  be  attained,  dnd*' this  also  was  the' 
opinion  of  those  with  whbin  I  bad  the  tp- 
fibur  to  act,  ainon^s^  whom  and  m^^self  tli^ 
greatest  and  most  perfect  uhahimity  pre- 
v'ailed',  previous  t6,  arid  fron^  the  moment 
of,  thfe' coftimehcdmeht*  of  the  riegbcial'ioa 
to  its  close,  Uarihgthe  whole  procedure 
of*  that*  ne^ociation;  from  the  hour  it  be- 
aan  titl  tlie  moriieii^  dt  its  breaking  off,  we 
had  but  brie  opinion  upon  the' subject,  and 
dhahimbiisiy  cbucurrecf  in'  all  the'  steps 
taken  diinng  its  bfogress^.'  I  Kfiive  already 
obs'efvecf  thaf  tfie  sla'te  of*  actual  possession 
\V£fsr  thjl  only  B^a^is  \frhlch  appeared  to  his 
irtajeSl^'s  tniriist6r^  to'*b'e  the  fit  and  proper 
Basis  for  our  negdciatiori  with  France.  It 
will  nbt,  However^  be  suppbaied,  that  a  ne- 
g'ociatlbn*'  \i^y6n  the  basis  of  actual  posses- 
sion', ^as*tc)  excliide'  a  discussioii  of  iequi- 
valeht's*  t6' be  giv6ri*  for  cerlaiii  cessions  to 
be  agreed  uponl  Thif  is  necessarily  in- 
cltiSed  ih'a  negociitibrij  taking  Tor  its  6asis 
tlie^'stat^  d(  actual  possession j  ihasniiicH  as 
it"  xiiitiiray  atisef  but  of  the'  raatibns''oi 


«!*r<5btt^;  I  iHl!  Dbw;  m  WtSL  hiUfif 
ttotith  A  ft#  ^nhh  leiSdihg  ifehb'lblfe  vium 
^^racte^iKfe  thfe  lsFeg6cii[§6it;  w1i!ch'iith6 
«bj^  ofoor  diwfcti^stbni  There'  Can  b% 
flo  'dottbt  thJJt  pieakre  Wai  cJeiirdbtfe,  rf  & 
pt;aee  6auld>^  obtalihcd  coVr^lstbhttyvt^ith 
th^  Hcilftour  and  the  interests  of  fWf^  cotin'- 
iff.-  It  mtifetdwa^^  be  d^tt^  to  ptf^  an' 
*fad  to  thh  calarniti^s  6f  \Ht,  afnd  ^veVy 
Sfelt^'  atetoited  by  ertlightferied  Viet^s  bf 
poiitji  Will  At^rfeessati!^  consfrf^!^  ti'e  pfose- 
iutiofr  o?  ^'df  ks'tbe  m^ans  o?f  obtaining  an 
hbiYoHr-Mei  i  afecure,  tmd  d  jS^rftianertt 
jteftfceT  ei  p^c^  wHcH  shUll  0ni^i6  S'^fety 
AgAfttet  thd  rehevfal  of  wdf,  rfntf  isifSif  W 
flie  ctmm  bl  it  in  th6  ^'^i  6t  hi  reriVvf- 
if.  Tl/er^  ttiif  ftd  Cas'iSs  in  ^fiicfi  d  nation, 
Jetuitid  by  Vi^s  of  sbtAi*  p'6tibyy  may 
<hWft  ir  *as^isat7fe  tb.  fti^e  iTea't  iacriiices 
f6r  Ai^  p(iT^i^  6f  (JAtaihiti^.  a:  ^eace; 
4N^{t  bears*  eveij'p'rmhi^e  bf  b^?n^  pfWffta- 
rfeW;;  Ifv^  I'b*  6i6K  tb  ihd  ii-^diei  bf 
p^i  fohfterty  cohau'derf  by  thfs  cbui^ifiV, 
M  find  th^t  t&6\i^b;  oftbars'^',  they  <Jodld 
E(f§  W^  considered  as  pef^Wa'riefet,  y^t  tfiat 
fcify  prbAii^d  d  cbusideribl^  iftfervat  6f 
fraff^uHli<J%  afrrWitferval  which  hAiglit:  then 
W  fiA^l/c'acumt^rf  ujfcn,  tftirf  which,  iha^- 
Mlich  aiif  s'eiSred  t"6  recfiiit  atid  increase 
Alt'*  feiibhi'cet*  bf  di^  cotintry,  waS'  Wbnh 
ferffc^  sacrificef  iti  obfeirf.  In  this*  tfiew 
.  MtH^  gubj^t;-  aJtid  Mth  th^.  Wbral  c^VtaTin- 
fy  <^  oblSiiningf  A  considerable  ihtfeWarf  of 
t!«^6i!lity;  Vatuabfe  sftbr'ificie^s,  f  do  nbt 
iKf^h  frfei^iy  vahiable  in  point  of  finance, 
6f  Comirtefte^,  br  of  revenue,  but  Valuable 
Ht  pdint  bif  str^Agth;  might  consistently 
♦I'fif^btjhdpbrliey  and  ^?rpedieh<^y  b^  rtia^d^ 
fei''  *<►  pftirpbsfe  orf  bbtdining  d  treaty  of 
f»^t^.  Mtthoi^,  wbb  cbnsid'er  the  state 
^  E6rope  fof*  5^ybaViS,  Or  F  triay'say  for  13 
6f  f 4'y€fay''8'  pk^t*,-  mttst  be  cbnvinc^d'  that 
fiieW  '^ihs'^Ab  ratrtmal  hfope'of  any  eorisid'e- 
«*fc'  iAtfetVkl-  of  trahqaiiltty  follbWihg  d 
ir^tf  <rf  ^ce  wilh  France,  ft  becahi^ 
fl^f^ert  an  bbjcfc^  iii'  this  negofcidtibti,  to 
SJ^k  buf  fbi-  ffn'^qhiVfeiWnt  tb  set  ufJ' against 
fttf^Wjltlt  of  pei'mahidrice,  which*  iflust  at- 
ffibtfahypiAcd  rbdde' under  sticti'  cirdum- 
M&eei?.  ViihMi'  sacrificed  cbulrf  libt  1)6 
A^i6  bbt^nr  arf  utifetaWe  drid  ih^itfu^ry 
fl^4.  I  vfr^sr  th^fr#fcte,'  my  tetd^,  6(  6p¥- 
*WSi- Arf^tF  atti*  bP  djifnloir,  that  thd  oft- 
Vf^kAH  ujibW'wfildfi  Wfe  bu^ht  to  treat  with 
Fraik«,'W8irthat  of  detukl  po^ekdbh.  \^6 
Aftf-  iti^i  ^is^fkf  Vailidite  conqtie^'ts^  by 
mkUKdf  oui'  rottidm^'  si/pcrtbri'ty/  Whilst 

♦i^Jst»*<m»t(!»'cbBftBiAt.-  TybMdbTitJ'u^n^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


itfd]      TAKU  PEBATES,  J^vApt  2,  im^^Jf^viiffi^  «»4  ^^/^«       t^^ 


stilly  nirbipb jcome  tote  .<)iqcjaved.  in  the 
progress  of  such  a  negQcjatidn.    This  too 
is  the  more  necessary  ^here  a  oegociation 
involves  the   intercfsts  of  allies/ the  pro- 
curing for  whom  of  advantages,  of  course 
gives  rise  to  a  discussion  as  to  the  equiva* 
Jients  to  be  jgiven,  or  the  sacrifices  to  be, 
made  by  the  powers  negociating,   to  pro- 
cure 94v,antageous  cessions  for  ^jueir  r^ 
spectiye  allies.    My  lords,  when  h;8  ma- 
jesty's present  mhusters  cjune  Jbto  office, 
they  found  a  treaty  conclu(de4  hy    their 
predjBcessors  with  Russia^   ip  wbich  each 
p^riy  bound  itself  not  to  copclude  peace, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other.     I  am 
90t    about    to  question   the  wisdom    oi 
such  a  treaty ;  on  tl^e  cpu^rary,  I  tbin^  it 
a  wise  measure.  |[  aip  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  if  what  remains  qf  £urope'^  ip  be 
maintained,  if  ^iirope'is  to  be  recoyiered, 
as  I  trust  it  will  be  recovered^  it  c^  only 
be  by  a  firip  bond   of  upibii^  a  strict  al- 
liance between  this  country  and  the  powers 
of  the  cpntinen^.    When  I  declare  that  a 
mso  (reaty,  in  which  one  party  cannot  make 
peace  ^itbout  the  consent  of  the  other,  I 
^n^  not  to  have  extreme  cases  put  for  ^he 
purpose  of  shewing  that  inconv^f^iepcies 
may  arise  from  such  a  stipulation.    My 
auswer  to  ^uch  aQ  argup^nt  is  shof t--rthat 
extreme  cas>ai^  ought  no^  \o  be  put^    Ex- 
treme cases  ^^hot  be   included  in,  por 
ought  they  to  be^  objection  to,  a  general 
rple ;  they  must  beln^  ^nd  provided  for 
on  their  own  speci6c  gropnds.  An  extreme 
CAse  may  be  put,  tha|;  Russia  might  demand, 
as  a  copdit|op  of  pjsac^,  that  half  the  old 
]Pren^h'  monarchy  should  be  ceded  to  her ; 
in  that  case^  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
^his  country  would  continue  the  war  upon 
$ucl^  ^  ^rbgod.     Such  extreme  cases,  how- 
ever, may  be  put  out  of  the  arguippnt, 
paving  no  connection,  in  foct,^  with  tl|e 
broad  and  general  principle  op  wh|c)i  ^gch 
freaties  are  concluded.    1);  i;  not  fspough 
jfor  this  country  merely  to  fprm  an  alliance 
with  the  powers  pf  tl^  continent,    who 
themselves  j^eAf  the  eijetny,  and  subject  to 
^is  immediate  inroad§^  feel  all  the  horrors 
pf  war  in  |he  he^  pf  tpeir  territories, 
whilst- we,  frep  from  all  fear  bf'par^iqipa- 
tins  ii}  ^pi  calamities,  conceive  oiiffelves 
^t'  liberty  to  withdraw  from  the  cdntest 
apd  make  peace  whepevp^  iiVui^s  our  con- 
vienience.    This  is  not  ^  system  Whi(;h  can 
ie&d  to  any  practical  good.   T^)^  bowers  of 
^he  coptibent  will  not,  under  such  f(^9i&m, 
^el  that  community  of  interest  Vhich  is 
(J^btp^utel^   li^e^sar^  to  effect  jm^  ^inp 


agaippt  tlj^  enejo^y,    I^t  there  be  a  «tipu2a- 
tion  that  one  pai^y  shall  not  make  peace 
without  tl^  consent  ,of  the  other,  and  then 
there  yfiU  jb^  that  community  of  interest, 
an^  thj^tiipity  of  action  which  in  thepi]pr 
senj:  pincumstances  of  Europe  are  so  ^bspr 
Iptely  necessary  to  make  head  against  tb^ 
enemy.     £veP,  however,  suppo^i|)g  thaj^ 
the  treaty  with  Russia,   to  w)iiph  I  hayp 
just  alluded,  had  not  bee^  wisely  conclu* 
ded  ;  still  the  sacred  eng^gemeptof  the  so* 
vereigp  having  been  giyen  fo  Russia,  his 
majesty's  mipister^  were  bpifnd  to  act  in 
compliance  with  the  injpnctions  of  that 
treaty*  i^nd  to  fulfil  ipi  conditions.    Thus, 
therefore,  the  negociatipn  cpminenced  in 
compliance  with  ^  injunctions  of  that 
treaty,  and,  at  the  s^me  time,  with  those 
views  with  regard  to  our  other  ^Ues,  which 
were  dictated  |^y  jnstic?  ^pd   ^ood  faith. 
Amongst  ^hose  allies  were  tp  be  classed 
those  to  whom  ^P  W^te  boiin|j  by  treaty, 
and  tl^osp  to  whon^  we  were  l}ppnd  by  the 
circutpstances  iirhiph  had  bppurred  during 
the  w^r,  and  the  situations  in  which  they 
wer^  placed,  inconsequence  of  the  evetHs 
of  that  war.     Of  the  former  class  of  allies 
were  Sweden  and  Portug^ ;    nnd  of  the 
latter,  Naples  and  the  elector  of  Hanover; 
who,  in  this  case,  ipust  be  considered  as  a 
separate  and  distinct  power.    With  respect 
to  Sweden  and  Portugal,  nothing  more  was 
required  than  to  guarantee  to  those  powers 
their  state  of  actual  possession ;  no  con-* 
questp  having  been  made  by  them  which  it 
was  necie|sary  to  cede,  nor  any  thing  taken 
from   them  respecting  which  it  was  ne^ 
cessc^ry  to  enter  into  discussion.  The  king 
of  >Japles  stood  in  a  differept  situation; 
he  had  unfortunately,  like  too  many  other 
continental  states,  beep  deprived,  by  the 
power  of  France,  of  all  his  dommions  on 
the  continent  of  £^rope•    My  lords,  \ 
have  no  hesitation  in  si^yipg,  that  I  would 
have    consented    tp    if^a^e  sacrifices  not 
merely  valuably  in  finance,  in  revenue,  or 
in  commerce,  hut  even  sacrifices  of  safety 
and  of  strength,  to  procure  the  restoration 
to  the  kmg  of  Naples  of  the  kingdom  of 
Naples ;   but  no  sacrifices  that  we  could 
make,  could  have  been  an  equivalent  to 
France  fqr  the  restoration  of  the  kingdpn^ 
of  Naples*  It  therefore  necess^ly  l:|ecame 
a  discii^ssion  of  equivalents,  wi^^  t]^e  view 
of  indemnifying  the  king  of  I<^aplesfor  tha 
loss  pf  his  kingdom  somewhere  else.  With 
re9p|ct^t^  ^icily,  the  kjp^  of  Naples  was 
stiU  in  p63se98ion  of  thft|rif«land,  or  rather, 
I  ^ould  say,  it  w^  in  fhe  po|se8jip^  of  ^ 
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brave,  i^kd^  ^B  it  bas  been  |Mioved,  ci^i  in^ 
"vinfible  British  ari^f.    That  amy  b^  ^i»* 
t^red  ^  island  yi'uh  |he  confent  jqJT  thf 
king  of  Naples,  who  h%d   receiyiENi  th^in 
there  in  the  fuU.ci^fidence  that  they  would 
defend  it  bravely  wdA  gallantly  against  the 
cjoemy,  axKi  at  the  same  timo  in  the  full 
|)er8ua^>on  Jtbat  the  island  wpyld  not  be 
giy^  up  to  the  enemy.    Wo]uld  it  not, 
therefore,  have  been  an  indelibje  disgrace 
to  ibis  cdontry  to  have  ^viep  up  Sicily  to 
France  upon  their  ofifer  of  an  equivalent  ? 
Was  it  for  u^  to  trsf^c  with  Sicily,  and  to 
dispose  of  it,  without  the  consent  of  its 
sovereign  ?  if  the  Ip^ng  of  Naples  chose  to 
sarrend^  his  dominions  for  what  he  might 
/co^id^a  Ajuificient  equivalent,  upon  the 
(:onf^neQ;t  pf  Europe,  he  was,  of  course, 
9t  liberty  to  ma]ce  such  an  exchange ;  but 
it  was  not  for  us  to  traffic  with  Sicily,  and 
barter  it  away  for  any  equivalent,  without 
^e  consent  of  its  sbveneign.— With  respect 
to  Hanover,  my  lords,  I  feel  some  diffi- 
culty in  addressing  your  lordships  upon 
that  topic^  not  that  there  is  any  dpubt  as 
jto  the  clearnesi  of  the  principle  upon  which 
pur  negociation  with  respect  to  that  elec- 
torate rests,  or  as  to  the  injustipe  .cpm- 
mitted  by  the  enemy  upon  tjie  teiritpries 
of  that  electorate,  but  ixpipf^  a  doubt  that 
j&om  some  perversion  pr  dfstortipn  of  what 
^s  clear  and  obyiojus,  tberie  should  be  an 
idea  entertained  that  pur  beneficent  sove- 
reign had  for  ^  moment  wished  to  sacrifice 
any  British  interest  to  the  re-attainment  of 
Hanover.     My  lords,    his    majesty,  with 
that  beneificenc(B  wbipp  has  always  cbarac>- 
terized  his  re|gn,  had  not  the  remotest  w^sh 
that  the   le^t  Pri^jsh  interest  should  be 
iBacrificed  for  ^Jie  purpose  of  obtaining  tbe 
restoration  of  Hanover.    But,  my  lords, 
Ibe  restoration  of  Hanover  to  iXf  soyereign 
was  a   point  in  which  the  hopbpr  of  this 
/country  was  deeply  involved.    It  was  said 
by  a  great  statesman,  now  no  more,  after 
some  remarks  relative  to  flanover,  that  if 
tfanover  -was  invaded  op  account  of  its 
connection  with  this  couqtry,  be  would  as 
Boob  fight  for  Hanover  as  for  Haippshire, 
Hbt  honour  of  the  country  being  equally 
involved  ip  both  cases.  Hapovfsr,  pay  lords, 
was  at  pe^pe.  with  France^  it  was  not  con- 
pected  i^  ^y  way  which  could  be  a  legiti- 
mate causp  fo)r  w^r  between  France  and 
that  electorate;  yet  Hanover  wa^  seized  by 
France  spoo  aj^  the  latter  power  had  de- 
clared war  against  this  country,  and  for  no 
pther  feason  than  because  it  was  thought 
^y  Fr(|si^  a  ^oyc^  P^^  ^  H^!?^^  ^ 


coant^,'to  invade  and  take  ppssession  lof 
Hanover*  Kbnover  was  therefore  89cfi« 
ficed  to  injustice  on  the  part  of  France  for 
the  expr^s  purpose  of  injuring  this  country. 
W.ouU}  yt  not,  therefore,  be  disgraceful  in 
U9  np^  to  insist  upon  the  restoration  of 
Hanover  to  its  sovereign,  from  whom  it 
had  been  jtak^n^  solely  on  account  of  its 
connection  with  this  country.  Tte  nesto^ 
ration  pf  Hanover,  thus  unjustly  seized^ 
was  therefbrie  insisted  tipon  as  an  fndts. 
peusable  preliminary  to  ^^le  negociation* 
The  French  goyerpmient  felt  the  injustice  0^, 
the  act,  and  con^nted  to  restore  it.  This 
wai  consented  to,  previous  to  the  cora«» 
mencjsment  of  tbe  negociation,  and  never 
afterwards  becaoie  an  object  of  dbpute* 
And  yoiir  lordships  are  perfectly  aware,  as 
is  c),early  evinced  by  the  papers  on  the 
tsJ)le,  that  the  rupture  of  the  negpcia^ 
tioh  ^ijd  not  proceed  from  any  diseussioa 
about  llanover,  but  arose  frpm  far  difii^renl; 
causfiB.'  My  lords,  the  principle  upon 
whipb  h^B  majesty's  ministjers  act^d  during 
the  whole  of  tbe  negociation  was,  that  of 
gopd  faith  towards  our  allies.  Wilbovt 
that,  no  ^eaty  caq  be  concluded  by  tUs 
country,  withot^t  disgracing  ourselves.  Th«^ 
principle  acted  upon  by  the  French  go«i 
vernment  in  variably,  through  .the  whole  mtr 
gopiation  was,  that  of  endeavouriiig  to  ef- 
iect>  separation  between  us  and  our  allies. 
This  clearly  appears  in  the  fo^r  stages  of 
the  negociation.  The  first  at  the  com« 
mencement  of  the  negopia^n,  when  the 
French  govemmeptpffisred  us  terms  which, 
bad  we  been  negopiating  ^r  ourselves 
alone,  might  perhaps  have  been  considered 
as  the  fair  pripe  of  peace,  buf  which,  under 
the  pircupQ^tances  in  which  we  negodated, 
were  pffeired  us  as  the  pirice  of  dishonour,  as 
the  pripf  of  the  desertion  of  our  faithful  ally, 
as  the  pripe  of  a  direct  breacb  pf  gPo<i  faith» 
Here  then,  it  was  evidently  their  object  to 
tempt  us  by  these  offers  to  separate  ouiw 
selves  from  Russia,  ^he  second  stage  of 
the  negociation  was,  when  the  French  goiv 
vernment,  partly  b^  threats,  partly  by  in* 
spiring  hopes  i^i)4  nia^ing  promises^  con« 
trived  to  persuade  th^  Hessian  muaister  at 
t^arii,  Mp  PtOubril,  tp  lign  a  separate 
treaty  pf  peace,  Notliing,  my  lords,  shewa 
more  plearly  the  views  and  objects  of  the 
Frenph  government  than  the  iteration  ti| 
their  tone,  after  they  bad  succeeded  inob* 
taining  the  signature  of  this  separate  treaty 
with  Russia*  Then  the  French  govemoient 
say  to  bur  ministers,  no,  we  cannot  now 
gr^n^  ybp  H^  mae  lenm  im  were  vSIiiig 
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'tile  iigm^reof  n  fs&^§mt 

biak  0q«i««k*i  i^  ft  B|pl«l)<> 

»if^  I  tliertfo#«  «!ft  cMlit  iaeMf  itpog 

iBngnag*^  b»it  5Fdur  loi^hips  will  joti4i  Ui« 
•KpvMiiaiivttcl  b)r  the  Fr«neli  iinftilt«#8  4tt 
tto|M|»rt.H0tir  \a  jexit'  bfttidl,  Wh€a  Afyidit^ 

io  tbc  ekttrest  manike^  tbtf  grMC  htipOf-A 
Itocv  wftiMi  tiMy  «ttacb««r  My  tM  8«pafii«idf) 
m\Mk  llMjf  ttoogbi  llMjr  had  ofllkst^d  b^ 
tireM  AoMiif  And  Ibiji  €diioiry.  They  (>6f<x^ 
gadnM  ie^^^iufeiit  to  tft  ftpl^M  Vittdfy, 
aad  thii  eiopemmM  mm  fiot  lobMly  uMd  in 
4MvieMilio»y  buc  iomis «  pin-  4>f  the'  wf >^ 
its  ieAlMMiiltf  tfC  dw  f  #«ul^  g^«ftiffe«« 
«l^  d^al  e«00l.  ii  sM|ilefoli  liAdfwWds 
iPM»ttl»it  tbbtnsaeywMld  ffi^bis  Mtifi^, 
iir  pfobiMy  kit<M|efl^e^  itf  tile  i^sto^H  df 
#»iMpinDi»  of  RiWiAi  MF  r^%  >(  h4d  fli^l 
liiirtmi  Vm^,  nfktohvglt  of  tbitf  ii^«  ktfM 
Mlliifl(«  Wiiifrirbfk«8»ifM^ti^clf#fkbd  Mftge 

mniilie*^  finii«|f  ftfe  if^^  wmiM  if6t  b« 
|MMM,kiiiM^«Mjp^flSir^us^bc(tt«rfi6rttto^^ 
i0  tfle^  hoptf  ^  fiMliing  ftoot  i\^^h  tft^y 

Mitftfy  fi^Mft  JUMliil.  pAi»irig,  lid^¥0r; 
#|iMllyiwfMr#lkd«aMd««^fo  IMutf^^^o^Nl 
mernof  itot^ft  Mpi|fif9M«^<4V«0'itfdb(^ 
ibiv€tHM  trjr  Qy  #tf  t^  iiiM  tf^^^mi^  ffMly, 
tiNf  all' fenilftlil ifl^emi'  (p  %*iMpi(^MliSki  f  t6 

Mwk  Md  fottift  MtMtf ^   TM«*  y»f^  tat 

%df  ttotoirtliaiMdtltf^  iMge^6#  t\i€  nt^. 

iftifliiRQite  mS  Kilgitf»(>€M$dtf%>  ^fiteu 
Ib^  wftii<f<Di[$>i»g>HHt  V»  iYu  t^fm  aiak<Sd  6« 

«i  cfiti^MiiMli^V  ^f'  tft^"  |IKh*i^<r  df  ^  96p!^ 
miri>0gii<Mfeiv.*Tb«iir|^|MMre?of  th^it^- 

«i  tHei  IV»i«(^  gb^WoMteffit,  i«  i^  i»b«l^i^t^ 

«iMaoirtii*«btftlaiirvtlMfrc^6)y  «fc^  #ttd<9 
«ii(ttiw«ui»t«i«fflb^  a^' stf|^«mS)$6  belW{$^ 
liiv^iSiNinflyjIitfilMus^v,  Haii  H«ibsi^  «if 
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ffldct^rftte,  l^^frdm  all  %!#«»»  pf  Ai«^ilj6ir,; 
and  if^i«  QUly  dii«:(!ed  W  Ofe  ^6etfti)f  Bt 
fm4illb»^  9be  d«tali<Kfed  <li6  giittraBt^ 
Of  Sttlty  id  M^  kifh^  of  Jftttfiml  ctefi  tHi 
ev&aaatioti  of  Daltnitliti  by  fBe  t'^^tieB 
ti^^/  By  M(Mg  Dftlfbatk,  ffife  ¥f&i^9 
M-n  the  ^11  of  thb  defence  df  Atttt#f% 
tIAtf  ifllrtft^t^ti  the  Atist^ah  C^t^.  BK14 
n§M#  altd^  «6tiF6gb  xHiit  kntAedial^Fj^  6bh4' 

Fr^BGb  Woep^^  ^iittt  Kd^til^  d6»2^  l^i^nst 
^dt  p6i!^r<  DaHhMiM  id  i^t-  ^ec^^rf  (6 
the  va^Mi  dtibpire  Dbt&ified  By  th€  £Wi  6f 
Fr£k^,  dnd  eibi  6&ly  b«  Md  bV  M  l«fif<# 
)MN/t^  ttS  6  post  le^OifbAce  ta\»wd^  Ai^R^Aii 
and  fl^  Fotfjti^  and  of  hdstlBty  towafdH 
Ri«s«i».  The^  #ere  iht  6j^f  iih^  'tn4 
mie4  0tt  by  BuM^a>  tioi  to  gi^afeffyiMy  obi* 
}ed(s  6f  «mbit?6#^  Adt  fbf  the  i^«re<tt«  dl 
ti(Hf^,  l^u^  Co  4yb«iiVk  i€^'ftfy  fdf  her  M}^i 
V6  (j^hH  tfiat  }tt  #&k5tf  (bid  cdt^ft^ry  iTili 

d«fiM)]y  ^n^mteA,  Ime  gMra«t^  df  3H 
d»y  td  the  iSft^  df  fi9^m  WM  db^ty  ii 

dT  DalRK!lt)#l^  IM  F/i^Mfbti^o^;  leri^^SiSft 

d^«i(ai)d  df  iije<  mAtjtf^,-  H  itbd  df  in^^ki^ 

Vrifh  1^^  gdoditetlf  arid  tfddi^#6ftf  6tf  iW 
pM  of  Rd«^«,  #du)dif  if6t  I^Vb  b^ri  M 

TtnSi^\i^  df^ftcd  td  twtf  cdetmff'  'if^wn 

fi«^tMgdddfan^dl^df^^ft-f?  Ifw^liMI 
ee^e^tfd  ^^attf  ^^rttisi  "vrdVird  »^Mn-a<Mp 
A^  gotMT  ftMb  dl^lay^  by  if&b  enlptfHyf  df 
RecRlii^,  ll«^  b««il  d  AHi/!  iMki' «^ri  AM 
dd^^y^  A^$^^»  «^  bd  \^^ed  A^tlf^  m^ 
g^€if^m&  a^  d«g)^a«lidltf  ^icH"^^  ccMUd 
IMV#  bl^<^  dIsMltfSd'  n6tx96tf^mf'  AM 
iVfrtfTaAS'  theK^krnitf  ^mftHv^d'dfffifJ^^  AS 
dH  t»(k6  f^\\st  df  d^gt^c^  sSMf  dSM^Mbd^? 
Wef  Di^e)^*  tfe^  be  alld^)f  td  kd6)^  MdlH 
WWfcl^PrAhce'  e1ltt'iW»*d*^  tMfe  ft«W  d#  d3(5. 
<%Jie  by  ae^ijjbiyJhg'a?  tam  rftt^WHcMiy;^  TW 
CdjW  of  Gdifl«'H0|4d'lftJd}  tv»ft5|li»'dq(^ti^ 
ddciWe  t«»(i^:-  arid^wWtT*  iPit  Mydu»  ^  ^ 

dAgh«  ^^dpd"  oaV  bldeifttitdj^  s^dddrm^ 
vi^M^dndtt/^tti^mPd^tilolHMs^ih  m«^^iMs^« 
^tf-  dC  FrtStf^V  Indfiil;'  ^wfere*  d#l^  pdWf 
i^fntofdi  \i€'^iSi9^  by dhy^R) Wfd^FrtliMitfJ 
dM  tdbl^o^,  ll«^^fd'  tfffJKftdd  #llMH  li 
sMmdlfe¥l!f}  IhdSdN^^^W  tlH^'fei'ttMi  i^fwi'UU  'tt^trt 

^iBlV»by-i«»tte^du!'g6drf«flJ;  dlnH^d^ 

miW^dlfctJ*  i^  F  cddltf  ttfr^IrtHrtJiFdif* 
|f€^t4KM^ik  ikifllAaMP  d^  uibWlUj'^dji*  ddArdMl 
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clttsjpp  9^  P«^e.    'Ph^f  i  hav^  aot;  tk^t  njh 

^Wffjy?  1o  tr§  ?i#wp  f^f  ^labitji^o,  tp  the 

^f^  Ai|t|erlj  irf^q^icii^ajb^  witii  felwuw  priiv. 
<agte|  pppn  w%^  rtis  c(^ji(«?y  mvi^t  ^iie» 
^tt  %  t)j#  preftervftliw  of  ber  im;«rcsta, 

Wf  Jt  §b?^  i«iV«  ?Y«ry  \k^fur\  smd  iniftd  in 
*!f  fiftWry  ^Hfe  flft^  V^lijpw  J  say  \\vM  tbi& 

<api(a!9^yafefiflpi^  to  fr^cfi,  4»  e;»prear. 
^gff  ^I^M  ^9fiii  \)y  i^9  F»e»qh  miiiktefa, 
Y^ifb  1^  fi^if^  ia  t^  m^f  t^9ii  ^  i««  had 
iflid^  peg^  at  M»^  I^fieid  ^MmM  Iq  i«  tlifl 

t^libjoe  i^9,y  14  ftevetr  h|^ve,  t^en  aign©di  cw 

y«r|  ccwfe^r%jyiofi  9m8(  uqtVoidftUfy  b»w 
m^Qi^4  ^  r@»tei  «%4»  di^p<wag  ittp 

<^s§|i)|f  b9>ilf^  l^n  %  QSM^  i^V  WOfr.  A<|y 
lordi,  i  wtfi  01%  tff^  019.6  Kipiie  ojbservan 

%«Im^«^  ^  V^e^k  a^mm9^»k  fat  out 
Ul  ^jl^^  Hm  comffimi  o/-  tto  arm3H  i^  ma 
^^WWP#Jft  ^hfttl  t^'  i)r09»^tiQ9.  HOA  bo»lk 

mtf$>«M»Og^^V^  %9  9».  p&ri  pamu    Tim 

«^|u%W9l  ^nne  fpr,  jpff^^iog  (>ff  (to  oe^ 
ci»^4«  q^  W^m  ^  €1^9^  <9({  t^b«,  Kr«a«h 
gOseiniii^pA  s«|  0)^(  t9  Q9i»m^mQe  ho^^Uitif d 

P^iMattot  tilifi  «i»g«pii9^m  aia^  1^  iN90. 
ttte  aMi€fcc9M)4a9  m  «ft  tb^  saw^  ^iva^^ 

eyeoK  tbMig  li^  a  pl^dg^  i&  kh  m^jm^y  r-e^ 
^f^otim  tJ^  r^iiib  oi  ilbQ  9Qg(x^ifi|ion  was 
cweMb^  ftXQ^^^  uv^tiit  tte  P9^^ei:9  9b»Mkl 

lwMMps\  4i»|4wipO»  li9^^  to  propo^ 
ftal  ^jJi^  io^ahipi  4bpid4  pl^e  3»»^K-. 

tM^  the  ^o^vwiSB(  $4  Mtbkb^  batib^j^ 
fmd0mA  •bfolutdy.  aMOfiftasy- 1^  tbe.'a^^ 

^vioiHAg^  Ml^ailkm  fauji^Ue  a|;Use«»  be 


tbfi^  tjbi9  bouse  tev»  tfdicii  iisto  fltomqi 

QQflsi(krM^  tkflf  pufiors  <fB)^tiitt  to  Ibil 
{li<lfi  n^g^iitfiofi^  wilifib'l^  baa  bMn  pHmmnI 
ip  \s,y  h^f^ra  t^bei9t  itod  clMt  wq  wo  Mrsthr 
gTAtiiude*  thi«(  bQ-^^bna  eimpipired  iomy 
loe^ps  H»  r«su»e  nba  bte^)g'Of  fmo^  Nir 
a  j»fH)«i0r  comiiteiit  viith  thfi  ii»ter«a^  9u4f 
glory  Qfbis  l^ofile^  ami  at  tba  s^mttim^p 
^¥itb  99  obinAfvance  o#  t^aft  good  ^tb  v)tl# 
qur  ii^l^i»»,  wbifih  ibii  country  k  hCHind  1^ 
r^t^a  iAYiolate«  IHiai  vhi)^  we  Iwiiaat 
ttoi^^by  tbe  ^l^lbouQebai  ^mbilioa  of  ti^r 
QBiQniy^  these  lavdabla  enAmii^oMmt^trnf 
^tft>e  v**^^*'%  "^  '*^**  i»wg<tom  b»wr 
b^en  &u^at^,  «e  bag  bi^va  tb  afiUHf^  bbn 
lOfliN^'  tbaii  AQ  coEef  itQu  »bajl  be  v«atiiiq|| 
oil  vuf  paFi  t^iupppr^  and  aadslbka,  m 
tltft  «itoRtion  ai-  such  iii«aaum  asrinajr  yvt 
bft  fe»ioil  o&tasa^y,  «itbtf  for  tberasl^M 
ra<ppa  ^1  p«ac€)»  or'  la  meet  tba  ^mrkN4i 
q«ig^)n««  of  lb#  way  «a  Idas  uuMt  ma^atf 

l.iOj(d  M^hiktif^  ve»%  and  aaid:f«« 
AHb9i»ib»  my  W^  va  q^]^  difibr  i»  sommf 
it^ie^:^^  vril«b  ivepQ^t  «a  tbe  fia»l)eabMi^ 
i)i0(^  ^od  confer  pva^ttad  m  tbia  «e§oeiiM 
t^«  3#^  Mtte  p«9fl«nt  Gieaajphio%  tbaaoi 
C9II  b!^  'i>Q  rimoa  (rk  diffeeeiiea  asfo^  ^«» 
g¥«#l  prinejipltd  <i^tbe  ra»4k»  I  an  oo^ 
v4iU(}fd,  thatf  at  lbi»  uMimenV  ^fe^bite  qur 
emmy  ftmtmf»9:  W»  iHifsoe  hia  ftg^^e^sUiM* 
^d:i«4  feUo^iN  lb>t  133911011  fay-wbiobf  bf# 
cpiv^t  haift.hMM  i^^^tad-Bttice  ib»  ooa»« 
u^fM^eaienft  qS  bia<«are^fv8ii£biapa«eai«it 
Mf«  diCMl^  Wb  tA  as^aJK»F4«mg  aecurltyc  I4» 
ox^f^^iHsfm  ^pA  ^ibita  ia  t«|ie8]iyi  a»a«taiDableir 
I  Vbfff^fore  adiaafe.  o<9«|^tei9i  eeoDoa  witia 
t.b^  E^bli^  tp#di  tj^^  tkk  gveal  padmtsi  wbiob^ 
li^  b0#  «^sii(tfl«i  aaid:  oi  c«)ittise  ^  o&b  f(Ml  do» 
^0m^  q£  W!giii#  ao$^  jnataatal'oik^oqtiQiirlei 
tb^  ^t^e^  Al  tbe  saaia  tbia^tbiiftadh 
^^^m^  miyt.  M  aiaiaopai^s^  be  Habla^ei^  aokr 
hi^iAtty,  aad;  Hi^witfodie,  i(  It^  agsavs»ii,p 
it:  I94MI  bf  vi&.  SOQ10  qii(iat|familkHis    S«»1y» 

tbe  «<^9d(M«loitbfe,goxreau»dti*,  i»  tb(Bigea4 
hl&k  \9JbiQb,  ivlia#.  umataiottdi  witfab  :(e8pee% 
to.  qui;  ajiltiesit  A^  iiS  ftioiasi^  b^d  inaiattol 
iq^Oit  <#%  evjOMm^i^oa  €if  li)aiaia|lia  bgqlb^ 
Fr^p^b,.  <w4i  i/  tbak  vera  tbe^  oak/i  poiAtro# 
t^^b^MHMBft.  batM^aeut  ua^aadi  tba  FMOcfeg^t. 
v#s9X9en4. 1,  baw^.  aa  basitai^au  is  myan^ 
tbel:^  qp0^  tbvatr  pfiiatir  abno^  n)b«stav%« 
WQuJbLbiiWobaea  ^ijii)^  jiutidaiiimbiiCAidbiis 
o$tb0  l»eiP.Qiat4D»^  1  bfwe^«jNRa(f%lbo«^^ 
a«4i«3rai^^4)iHui.i|i3»)Qr(ii,.tb4^ 
any  poii|tr  wcbich  ^p^bt* to^b^.atttnd^ %^* 
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to  every  ddb^  Moept  oir  owb  Ttial  iote- 
ratSt  that  point  w«8|  tM  Dahttatia  and 
Istria,  formerly  dqteollabeiea  of  the  Tefie^ 
tian  stales^  sbibtdd  ba  ivaieuated  by  tbe 
nresdi  troops*  in  tiiese  pdtnls  thett  I  most 
imeqttivocaUy  agree  vHth  the  tfeob!e  lord 
who  has  proposed  the  aiddr^ss.  But  while 
I  say  this,  I  beg  not  to  be  understood  as 
approving  all  that  passed  in  the  conxse  of 
this  negociatioiu  Where  ure  approve  of 
the  general  resirhi  we  may  still  differ  mate* 
lially.  as  to  some  particular  parts.  At  the 
tame  time  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  aHow, 
that  where  we  do  apptove  of  the  general 
principleB  that  pervade  the  whole^  and  of 
the  practical  resalt#  we  ought  not'to  be  too 
&Bt(diots  respecUng  modes,  or  too  par* 
tieular  m  searching  out  mkiote  and  compa- 
natively  trifling  errors.  This  I  dedaied  on 
a  former  occasion,  and  I  still  adhere  to  the 
opinion  which  I  then  expressed.  But  when 
a  declaration  is  solemnly  made  to  Uie  pub* 
lie,  whieh  is  not  borne  out  by  the  p^^ers 
sow  on  your  table,  I  must  confess  tint  this 
appears  to  me  no  triiiog  natter^  and  there- 
fore it  makes  a  most  material  difference. 
1  allude,  my  lords,  to  the  declaration  of  his 
SMyesly,  wneie  it  is  stated  that  the  French, 
fiom  the  outset  of  the  negociation,  agreed 
to  proceed  upon  the  basis  of. actual  pos- 
aessioa,  subject  to  the  interchange  of  such 
aquivalents  as  might  be  for  the  advantage 
and  honour  of  the  two  countries.  Now  I 
oonfess  that,  after  a  most  careful  e!camin»> 
tion  of  these  papers,  I  have  found  nothing 
in  the  whole  of  them  that  can  be  considered 
as  a  certain  and  unequivocal  fovindation 
for  soch  a  declaratioa.  Before  the  arrival 
of  lord  Yarmouth  in  London,  the  basis  of 
actual  possession  was  so  far  from  being 
agreed  upon,  that  another  very  different 
was  expKssly  stated  to  be  the  grounds 
Vpon  which  the  French  government  would 
^er  upon  a  negociation.  Lord  Yarmouth, 
indeed,  ^ves  a  statement  in  writing  as  a 
Goaversatim  which  he  had  with  Talleyrand, 
mid  he,  no  doubt,  firmly  believed  that  Tal- 
leyrand had  proposed  the  basis  of  actual 
possessioi^.  But  in  looking  over  the  papers, 
and  examinii^  with  all  the  attention  in  my 
power  the  written  account  which  the  noble 
lord  has  i^ven  of  that  conversation,  i  can 
find  notinng  that  can  afford  a  disdnct,  pre- 
cise, and  unequivocal  proof  that  the  basis  of 
actual  possession,  was  clearly  agreed  to  by 
the  French  mmister^  The  wordsmve :  ^  Vom 
V^BBoUf  nma  .fit  VOM  la  dtmandons  patJ^' 
But  in  ordw  to  aflk  the  proper  <and  pre-' 
cise  meamng  to  tbeie  words,  we  most  look 


at  the  context,  ^d  ibh  shews  that  ther 
words  are  hot  gen'eM.  but  that  the>'  refer 
oidy  to  SicHy  s^feciiically.  But  I  confess, 
that  though  the  words  had  been  general, 
yet  I  Aiotld  hot  hafe  considered  the  Aiere 
veibal  d^la/atlon  of  uiy  ihinister,  without- 
any  written  document  on  the  subject  from 
him,  by  which  he  could  be  bound,  as  a  sufli-* 
cient  ground  to  wamtnt  the  assertion,  that 
the  bittis  of  the  uti  possidku  was  actually 
and  distinctly  sigreed  to  by  the  French  go« 
vemment^  This,  ray  lords,  h  a  point  of 
material  importance^  not  only  with  respect 
to  thisy  but  with  regard  to  all  other  nego^ 
ciations.  I  have  always  understood  that 
the  grounds  of  negociation  were  .to  be  laid 
down  tn  written  documents,  and  to  bar 
taken  from  eonfenences  reduced  to  writiofp 
at  the  time,  so  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
cavil,  and  to  bind  the  parties  to  something 
specific,  which  they  could  never  recede 
from,  without  exposing  their  want  of  Mtb 
to  all  the  world.  There  may  ondoubtedly 
be  some  previous  comnninicalions  between 
the  parties,  leading  to  a  particular  point, 
aod  these  may  uoSoubledly  be  very  pro« 
periy  produced,  in  order  to  throw  lighi 
upon  particular  parts  of  the  sul^t)  and  t9 
enisle  others  to  judge  of  the  precise  m^an« 
ingand  bearing  of  eeftaio  expressions,  i» 
which  there  might  otherwise  be  some  am« 
biguity.  Indeed  ihere  can  be  no  doubt 
that  ford  Yarmouth  folly  believed,  that  the 
basis  of  nH  p^mdetk  had  been  proposed  by^ 
Talleyraod.  StiU,  however,  this  is  an  ear 
parte  statement,  which  the  other  party  may 
admit  or  deny  as  they  may  think  proper^ 
Such  statements  can  never  constitute  ih» 
essence  of  a  negociation,  or  afford  a  clear 
and  unde0iaft>fo  grotfnd  of  proceedihg.  If 
there  is  any  object,  which  in  cases  of  thii 
sort  ought  to  be  attended  to  more  than 
another,  it  is  to  have  distinct  and  positive 
admission  of  the  basis,  to  have  something 
which  may  be  put  on  record,  which  the 
party  cannot  deny,  and  to  whibh  yon  may 
refer,  and  from  which,  if  the  other  party 
should  recede,  all  the  world  would  be  sa« 
tisfied  that  you  were  in  the  right  and  he  in 
the  wrong.  In  all  negociations,  therefore, 
the  setding  of  a  clear  and  distinct  basis^  te 
one  of  the  most  material  objects.  It  wae 
not  sufficient  then  that  lord  Yarmouth  un« 
derstoodthat  the  basisof  actual  posses^oti 
had  been  acceded  toby  Talleyrand;  But  your 
ought  to  have  demanded  a  precise  and 
categorieat  lecogaition  of  that  basis  a»H 
preliminary  step,  before  you*  gave'luH 
powers  to  treat  to  your  a^pciatdr»  TUt . 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


irii        I'AltL.  DEBATES,  hivJt%t  i,  iWJf.^Ktgoeiatidn  wUi  ffkhtei        [i^4 


wouM  ka\re  a?oided  all  obscurity.  There 
could  have  beea  no  rouln,  at  least  np  lair 
groiuids  for  CayiUiog  efter  this,  i  dd  not 
by  aoy  ineaiis  ol^t  to  previous  comma* 
Qi£atioo8^  These  may  be  useful  and  e?en 
neceasajy.  Neither  do  I  dbject  to  their 
production^  iMit  as  they  form  oo  part  of 
Che  essence  of  the  prpceedihgi,  they  cannot 
be  admitted  as  tiie  o'bly  proof  of  the  par- 
ticular basis  agreed  upoo*  fbis  oug^t  to 
be  clearly  seen  from  the  wriUea  and  esien* 
tial  documents,  and  of  aill  others  tUs  k  the 
point  up<m  which  pmeision  is  necessary. 
But  more  particularly  in  the  present  ii^ 
itan<:e^  the  utmost  pi^cision  is  to  he  eit- 
pected,  alter  the  declaration  which  iws 
been  made  by  bis  ntejesty*  that  the  Ffench 
fovemnwnl,  froitf  the  begiftuing,  admitted 
the  baSitf  of  actual  possession^  Yet,  my 
lor4a^  notwittotondiDg  this,  the  declaration 
is  not  borne  oat  by  these  ps^rsy-aixd  the 
oturost  that  they  prove  is  this,  that  lord 
Yarmouth  Miinb^tf  that  ^he  basis  of  aictual 
^oaae^on  was  admitted  by  H^  Talleyrand 
in  a  coderencey  Having^  my  lords,  said 
fbjDS  much  ,on  that  {Mrdculat  poin&^a  point 
wbic^  most  certiainly  claimed  considerable 
attention*  on  account  of  its  importalnce  in 
tariooB  views,  I  barre  no  hesiifa(ti6n  in  say^ 
hig,  that  1  flooit  heartily  concur  in  the  ge» 
aeral  result  of  the  negecilition,  and,  with 
the  aibove  exception,  that  I  most  cordially 
join  in  the  address,  and  in  the  a^urances  of 
support  to^his  ma^ty,in  pi*osecu  ting  die  war, 
which  it  has  been  found  impossibfo  imme* 
dialely  lo  put  an  end  to,  upon  grocrtids  in 
oaj  degree  coosisteiit  with  the  security  and 
hcoour  (rf  tins  country,  or  the  mainteoance 
ofgdod  6uib  with  our  aftlief.  My  lords, 
1  fed  it  dae  lo  myself/  and  t6  the  house, 
lo  ataie  my  viewsr  wHh  respect  to  the  war 
hi  which  ye  are  engaged,  and  with  rtepect 
%>  the  mi^Ms  which  we  have  iosuppbrif  it. 
No  oum  Can  pofsihdy  bb  more  anidous  for 
the  reatoratton  of  peace  to  this  country  and 
to  the  wo#ld,  if  peace  could  be  obtained 
apq^  terms  ooaaisteni  with  seciirity  and 
boooor.  For  peace,  i  agree  wilii  the  noble 
lard,  ^veat  sacrifices  ini^t  be  atade,-  if  it 
was  likely  lo  b^  p^rmaaent,  and  woald 
oflbrd  itf  any  way  a  proper  cOospensation 
ttm  tbcoe  a«cnfiQetf«  Though  1  think,  my 
locds^  <fa«t  ioreina  coni^bbsts  aite  not  to  be 
yicUtd  l\AAjy  ihou^  I'ihioli  Clpl  tli6 
4»tM|u«tt.(M  co^mHes  may.  be  -wty  advsa- 
ta8t#us.|o  the  eonntvy  Ip  acertaiaeatent, 
and  that  tfae«i  oM  uadMbtidly  of  paat 
«eiue»  aa  tihe  laaani  of  proouriag  sfsifis  and 
psraument  poacciy^  yat  i  amr  aoi  pna  of 
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those  who  think  Uutt  our  colonial  possesi 

sions  ought  to  be  extended  indefinitely; 

Colonics  are  undoubtedly  valuable  to  a 

cofnmerdfal  ^otititry,  but  they  are  not  v»* 

luable  t6  ers  beyond  what  we  can  protect 

and  govern.    We  ought  t6  eotosid^r  what 

are  our  £rwn  oieani,'  what  our  military  for^*^ 

is,  and  what  \i  may  be  made.  E^ery  thing 

that  is  beyoAd  what  we  can  protect  and  go^ 

vern  vs  only  ^  delusive  power/  or  rather  4 

source  of  weakness.  But  aftcfr  all/  my  lords, 

the  great  cfuestion  as  to  peace  is,  could  it 

possibly  be  obtained?    .^oold  we,  con' 

siatently  with  the  honour  and  interests  of 

our  country,'  conclude  a  peace  with  the 

French  government  al  the  present  moment! 

Now,  there  are  two  pOfkMt  to  becoaaidered 

here.    First,*  what  waa  this  situation  of  the 

continent  at  the  cotanencemen^  of  the 

treaty  with'  France  inr  1801  f    H  watf  cer^o' 

tainly  very  difiereut  from  what  it  is  now. 

At  that  time  Holland  and.  Switeerlandi 

though  subject  to  theinfiuence  of  France/ 

were  not  completely  united  to  jt.*    Naples 

was  entire,  and  Austria/  though  sbjC  had 

lost  much  of  her  military  reputation,' was 

still  a  great  power.  Whatever  she  bad  ioet  in' 

point  of  military  character/  she  was/  is 

point  of  population  and  extent  of  territory, 

equri  to  what  she  had  been  at  the  com^ 

menCement  of  the  war  with*  France.    It 

was  said  then,  that  the  best  chance  for  the 

salvation  of  Europe  was  in  peace/    Wa 

were  powerful  at  i^ea,  the  French  wersf 

poweHuf  on  the  continent.'     This  grea^ 

power  they  had  acquired  owiog  to  tha 

energies  which  were  roused  by  the  French' 

revolution/  to  which  amtlitaiy  direction' 

had  been  given**     The  advantages'  whic^ 

ttoy  possessed,  arose  oat  of  the  particular 

circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed/ 

and  were  not  natural,  but  artificial/    Hls»' 

tolry  proves;  my  lords,  tbut  When  wmiKtary 

direction  is  given  to  the  energiesof  tf  peopla 

called  forth  by  the  peculiar  circimistancei' 

attendii^  gi'eat  and  general^  revolutions/ 

they  are  then  commonly  most  formidaUa 

to    their   n^gbbours.  .  Many  therefore 

thought,  and  f  conless  I  joined  in  the  opi* 

niouftbat  if  France  was- left  ferbeiieif,  her 

,  power  would  sink  to  its  natilral  level.  This 

i  was  eae  powerful  mbtive  for  concluding  wt 

peace,  wlkch  appeared  to' be  highly  desi* 

rahle,  provided  the  ^tate  of  thing»  in  fiu^ 

rope  could  be  left  as  they  were  at  the  time. 

Now,'  however,  all  the  staHes  to  nHilch  I 

ha^e  alluded,  have  been  either  completely 

subdued  by  France,  or  reduced  within  com^ 

parative^  narrow  Matits.    In  I'SOl  tber^ 

T 
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was  another  01)3601  in  view.  We  wished  to 
try  the  feelings  of  France,  and  to  find  out 
what  would  be  the  policy  of  its  government 
upon  the  restoration  of  peace.  'Inhere  were 
two  ways  in  which  that  government  might 
act,  and  each  had  its  s^ipporters^  It  might 
choose  to  endeavour  to  acquire  confidence 
at  borne  and  abroad,  which  could  only  be 
done  by  a  system  of  moderation,  or  it  might 
consider  ks  security  to  lie  in  pursuing  that 
system  of  aggression  which  had  marked  the 
progress  of  that  revolution  from  which  its 
power  had  ariseii*  I'he  latter  system  was 
that  which  they  adopted,  so  that  scarcely 
three  months  had  ela;p8ed  from  the  time  of 
signing  the  treaty  till  its  spirit  was  violated 
by  repeated  aggressions.  Ever  since,  that 
time,  these  aggressions  have  been  continued, 
as  ah  instance  of  which  we  have  only  to 
look  at  the  German  (Confederation,  to 
which  the  noble  lord  has  adverted.  These, 
my  lords,  are  consideratibns  which  must 
have  the  greatest  .weigiit  in  our  view  of 
this  question,  and  in  reflecting  whether  it 
W€u  possible  that  any  peace  could  have 
been  obtained  that  could  afford  perma- 
nent' security  to  us  and  to  our  allies,  or 
that  could  be  consistent  with  the  honour 
of  this  country.  Without  these  objects, 
peace  cannot  be  concluded^  for  peace 
without  them  would  be  little. else  than  a 
surrender  lo  the  enemy^  With  regard  to 
the  commerci?  of  the  country,  considered 
with  a  view  to  peace,  that  undoubtedly  in 
itself  is  a  matter  of  internal  regulation*  I 
cm  easily'  suppose  that  two  nations  may 
be  at  peace  with  each  other^  and  yet  refuse 
to  bave  a iiy  commercial  cOmmunivation. 

,  But  with  regard  to  France,  and  Great  Bri-. 
tain,  between  which  there  are  so  many 
pomts  of  contact,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
1  'apprehend  there  c&nnot  exist  a  deter- 
mined commercial  hostility  fur  any  great 
length  of  time,  without  producing  a  degree 
of  irritation  which  must  terminate  in  war. 
In  contemplating  all  these  considerations, 
my  lordd,  I  Cannot  conceive  how,  in  the 
present  dispositiion  of  France,  any  perma- 

'  ntient  peace  could  be  obtained.  Whatever 
terms  might  be  granted  at  tlie  moment^ 
and  no  honourable  terms  have  as  yet  been 
x)ffered,  peace  must  at  all  events  be  ex^^ 
ceedingly  precaKi«>us.>  .  But .  in  considering 
this  subject^  my  lorfis^  you  will,  observe, 
that  while  you  continue  at  war,  you  have  at 
least  this  advantage,  that^ whatever, exer- 
tions France  may  makei^tbey.  rkis(  be  con-, 
fined  to  the  codtineat  qf^  Europe- .«  Bt|t 
peace  would  open  to  her  tlie  vay  to  Asia, 


Africa,  and  America.  To  these  at  least  1 
hope  her  power  -cannot  extend.  Another 
thing  to  be-  considered  is,  that  while  you 
are  at  war,-  you  are  upon  perfect  e^juality 
with  your  enemies.  You  are  as  powerful 
by  sea,  as  they  are  by  land*  But  tS  peace 
should  take  ^place,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  two  cases,  their  power  would  not  be 
made  less,  while  your  superiority  lyould  be 
diminishing,  for  .peace  would  furnifsh'  tbem 
with  the  means  of  advancing  in  that  parti-^ 
cular  sort  of  power,  in  which  your  supe«* 
riority  is  undisputed.^  I  state  these  things, 
my  lords,  not  as  making  against  peace  ab- 
solutely* They  are  not  arguments  for 
eternal  war,-  but  they  are  circumstances 
that  ought  to  have  great  weight  with  us  in 
considering  whether  what'  we  gain  "by  a 
peace  is  a  proper  compensation  for  what 
we  lose.  But  there  is  another  thing,  my 
lords,  to  which  we  ought  to  attend,  in  con-^ 
sidering  the  question  of  peace,  atid  the 
terms  to  which  we  are  entitled,  and  that 
is,,  the  internal  situation  of  this  country^ 
The  people  in:  general  •  seem  to  rejoice  at 
the  rupture  of  the  negociation ;  not,  my 
lords,  because  they- thought  war  preferable 
to  an  honourable  peace,  but  because,  from 
a  view  of  the  present  state  of  things,  they 
despair  of  obtaining  an  honourable  peace. 
Though  war  is  an  evilj  they  justly  consider 
it  as  preferable  to  a. hollow  and  dishonour- 
able peace.  Thinking  war  thierefore  neces- 
sary, they  are' willing  to  submit  to  aU  the 
sacrifices  which  may  be  requisite  to  sup- 
port it,  rather  than  hazard  every  thing 
upon  the  event  of  a  dishonourable  peace.— 
Another  eonskleration  upon  which  'l  reflect 
wkh  in^nite  pleasure  and  pride,  is  the  pre* 
sent  HourishMgc state  of  our  Finsfnces^  which 
is  to  be  ascribed  to  two  great  measures, 
which  have  done  more  towards  the  welf«»re 
and  greatness  of  this  country  than  any  that 
were  ever  before  devised  i. The  one  sug- 
gested, brought  forward^  and  matured  by 
that  illustrious  and  exalted  character,  my 
late  ri^ht  hoi>.  friertd,now  no  more  (Mr. 
Pitt),  I  mean  the  sinking  fund,  which  Is 
unquesticHiably  the  greatest  measure  ever 
produced  .by  the  ingenuity  or  wisdom  of 
man  :^-the  othery  that  of  raising  a  consi- 
derable  pari  of  the  supplies  within  the  year, 
also  first  brought  forward  by  my  deceased 
friend^  and  Avhich  was  acted  upon^'  and  in 
some  .degree  improved,  by  the  noble  vis^ 
count  opposite  (lord  Sidmouth^,.  Those 
two^.  measures  baVe  been  of  almost  incal- 
culiible  benefiit  to  the  country :  the  perms- 
neni  taxes  ara not,  Ib^i^^^  I^bs  than  11^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Q77]  P4RL.  DEBATES,  J^nuaut  2,  ISO/ .-^I^cgociafion  tpijth  France. .        [2/8 


ipillions;  tbe  Sinking  Fund  at  this,  time 
produces  8  millions  and  a  half;  and  if  we 
have  but  perseverance  to  go  on  for  a  few 
years,  with  a  strict  regard  to  economy  in 
iour  general  system  of  expenditure,  we  shafl 
arrive  at  that  happy  period  when  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  wiU  equal  all  tlie  loans  that  may 
be  necessary  for  the  expiences  of  Che  coun- 
try ;  and  though  the  debt  being  permanent 
constitutes  what  may  be  ealied  an  evil, 
yet  in  thtf  resource  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
we  have  the  consolatory  reflection  of  ha- 
ving the  means  to  meet  it*  It  has  often 
heretofore  been  asked,  hpw  long  will  you 
go  on  borrowing  and  borrowings  when 
will  the  Unfits  of  our  taxation  end  }  An 
answer  may  now  be  given ;  in  a  few 
years  the  Siqking  Fund  will  me^t  every 
part  pf  our  expenditure,  and  shew  the  ex- 
tensive value  of  that  system,  which  will 
crown  with  immortal  honour  the  memory 
and  name  of  the  illustrious  character  whose 
great  financial  genius  produced  it.  If  we 
look  at  the  commercial  resources  of  the 
countr}',  we  shall  find  them  not  less  pro- 
sperous. '  The  year  1798  has  been  looked 
upon  as  the  mgst  prosperous  year  of  com- 
mer^e  that  was  ever  known  tb  this  country. 
But  by  a  paper  which  I  have  in  iny  hand, 
it  appears  that  in  1805  it  had  reached  a 
much  greater  height.  The  amount  of  the 
imports  in  17^8  was  46  millions ;  in  1805^ 
53  millions.  The  amount  of"  the  exports 
in  1798,  was  33  millioris;  in  1805,  41  mil- 
lions. I  state  these  things,  my  lords,  in 
order  to  shew  the  means  which  we  have  of 
continuing  the  war.-^I  am,  my  lords,  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
have  acted  right  in  breaking  off  the^egocia- 
tion  rather  than  give  up  Sicily,  and  in  not 
divulging  what  they  would  have  thonght  a 
reasonable  exchange  or  equivalent  for  Na- 
ples. 1  agree  with  the  noble  baron  who 
moved  the  address,  that  it  would  have  been 
wrong  to  put  the  enemy  in  possession  of 
what  places  or  territories  you  think  of  high, 
value,  or  to  let  them  know  what  is  likely  to 
be  your  ttUmatum  till  the  last  moment  of 
shewing  it.  I  agree  with  him  also  in  the 
fact,  that  every  attempt  has  been  made  to 
detach  us  from  our  allies.  I  rejoice  to 
think  those  attempts  have  proved  abortive, 
for  nothing  redounds  iqore  to  the  honour 
and  magnanimity  of  this  country  than  the 
good  faith  which  it  has  always  kept  with 
its  allies,  ^nd  the  fidelity  which  it  has  uni- 
formly observed  towards  them.  I  am 
happy  in  being  able  to  say,  that  I  think  the 
country  is  in  the  right,    We  made  every 


'reasonable  effort  to  obtain  a  peace  on  just 
and  honqurable  terms  to  ourselves  and  our 
allies:  those  eflbrts' have  unfortunately  failed, 
and  we  ought  ihttrefore  lo  address  his  ma- 
jesty to  assure  him  of  pur  support  in  con- 
tinuing the  arduous  contest  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  till  a  peace  can  be  concluded 
that  is  likely  to  secure  the  honour  and  in- 
terest of  the  eojipire,  and  to  be  of  perma- 
nent duration.  I  thiqk  the  basis  of  the 
negociation  ought  to  have  been  reduced 
to  writing,  as  it  wpuld  have  placed  the 
whole  in  a  clear  point  of  view,  and  have 
takep  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  enemy  to 
■  deny  wljl^t  it  really  was  when  it  suited  their 
purpose  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
its  eonclusron  ;  but  as  far  as  the  substan. 
tial  points  of  the  negociation  go,  I  certainly 
highly  approve  them,  iand  the  more  I  con- 
template the  subject,  the  more  perfectly 
convinced  I  am,  that  we  have  no  alternative 
but  to  continue  the  war  with  increased  vi^ 
gour  and  energy;  andj  painful  as  the  re- 
flection may  be,  I  am  as  decide41y  of  opi- 
nion that  the  continuance  of  it,  under  the 
present  disposition  of  France,  is  safer  than 
peace.  I  am  persuaded,  if  we  go  on  with 
vigo^ir  and  energy,  we  shall  succeed  at  last ; 
and  I  am  convinced,  that  if  the  govern, 
ment  do  their  diity  towards  the  people, 
the  people  with  alacrity  will  do  their  duty 
towards  them,  in  the  fullest  confidence 
of  bringing  the  contest  to  an  honourable 
and  just  termination. 

Lord  Sidmouth*  ^  My  lords,  after  having 
attended  to  the  able  speech  which  we  have 
just  heard  from  the  noble  baron,  I  feel 
myself  called  upon  to  request  your  lord- 
ships' indulgence,  if  I  trespass  for  a  short 
time  in  noticing  sooie  points  in  the  noble 
lord's  speech ;  and,  my  lords,  I  must  say, 
that  it  was  with  a  degree  of  pain  and  con- 
cern, I  heard  the  noble  lord  declaring,  that 
he  could  only  give  a  qualified  approbation 
of  the  address  to  his  majesty,  which  is  this 
night  submitted  for  your  lordship's  adop^ 
tion.  The  noble  lord  laments,  that  the 
declaration  of  his  majesty,  stating  the 
causes  of  the  rupture  of  the  negociation 
with  France,  should  contain  an  averment, 
which  is  not  clearly  made  out  by  proof  in 
the  papers  submitted  to  your  lordsbipaf 
consideration;  I  meari,  that  thq  niegocia- 
tion  Was  commenced  in  consequence  of 
the  offer  of  the  xiti  possidetis  on  the  part 
of  the  government  of  France.  But,  n^y 
lords,  I  trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  that 
if  there  be  anyone  point  established  on 
the  principle  of  the  common  undew^^i* 
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|ng  of  mankind,  the  one  in  question  is,  I 
apprehend,  such  a  point*  I  am  willing  to 
ftdmit,  indeed,  th.^t  in  the  documents 
which  have  been  subibilted  to  your  lord- 
^ips,  there  is  not  to  be  found  any  such 
Specific  declaration  on  tbe  part  of  tbe 
jPr^nch  gqyernraent ;  \>\xi  still  (  contend^ 
that  the  whole  negotiation  was  conduct- 
ed  upon  this  very  b^isis.  In-  the  letter  ad- 
dfessed  by  Kt.  Talleyrand  to  Mr.  Fox,  in 
the  early  stage  of  the  correspondence  be« 
^weeh  tbe  two  gov.ernments,  M.  Talleyrand 
States,  that  France  desires  nothing  of  Great 
Britain  that  she  already  possesses.  Kow, 
purely,  nothing  else  poul^  be  meant  by  this 
kvowal,  than  that  nothing  was  intended  to 
be  as)ced,  which  was  then  actually  possess- 
i^d  by  Great  Britain  *  I  would  farther  ask 
pi  the  noble  lord,  what  it  was  that  pausec) 
^  temporary  suspension  of  that  negocia- 
tion  F  yVas  it  apy  demur  which  aro&e  on 
ihe  part  of  t^e  french  government  upon 
this  poipt  t  ]no:  but  it  wa^  a  delay  occa- 
^ipne.d  by  ^  matter  of  forni  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  )he  iiegeciktion  was  to  be  con- 
dupted|^  and  not  froip  any  objection  which 
was  startled  to  this  understood  basis.     In 

five  pr  six   weeks  afterwards,   lord   Yar- 
mouth arrivjBd  from  Paris,  when,  by  desire 

pi  his  mfiyesty*9  ministers,  he  co^ipaitted  to 

Writing  the  substance  of  the  yj&rjous  com- 
munications hp  had  held  with  M.  Talley- 

fand,  who,  it  appears,  ip  the  narpe  pf  the 

government  of  Franice,  made  pse  of  the 

K>llov;iug  expression,   *•  nous  ne  vous  de^ 

fnahdpiis  riepf*  words  which  he  afterwards 

energetically  repeated.    Apd,  my  lords,  1 

apprehend,  that  no  one  who  has  carefully 

perused  tlipsc  papers,  wilj  attempt  to  pon- 

tradict  thp  assertion,  that  previous  to  the 

^Oth  of  )uly  last,    when  /  M.    d'pubril 

iigned  the  Provisional  Treaty  with  France, 

in  the  name  of  the.  Russian  government, 

tny  lord  Yarmouth  entertained  no  doubt  on 

his  mind,  that  the  state  of  actual  posses- 
sion was  the  mutually  acknowledged  basis. 

Tlie  first  attempt  to  question  it,  in  fact, 

though  even  then  not  expressly  ifi  words, 

Vas  after  thi^  pepod,  when  M,^  Taljeyrand 

layowed,  that  circumstances  bad  altered, 

.iftnd  ^at,  in  consequence,  the  French  go- 

yernrnpiit  had  dete):mined  npt  to  agree  to 

ih^t  which  was  consented   to  originally, 

and  that^  they  must  msist  upon  having  pos- 
session of  Sicily,     r^dihita|so,  that  upon 

three  subsequent  occasions,'  Wtte^pts  were 

iiiade  by  the  French  pegocia^prs  tp  dpny 

'the  statements*  of  Idrd  yarmojith,  and  that 

^i&'fihljr  ^ter  t)ie  sigpaturp  of  M^  d'Ou- 


bril't  treaty*  In  the  answer  of  ^e  French 
negociator  of  the  8th  of  August,  to  the 
note  presented  by  lord  Laud.erdaie,  genera) 
Clarke  declares,   that  the  idpt^k  of  treating 
on  the  basis  of  the  uti  pomdptis^  had  never 
entered  into  the  mind  of  tba  Freneh  emy 
peror,  and  t(iat  h/e  would  pot  give  up  To« 
bago,  nor  any  other  part  of  the  territory  of 
France,   the  integrity  of  which    he    ha4 
sworn  to  defend.    But  even  during  that  in- 
terval, yrhen  it  Avas  pot  known  whether  s 
D'Oubril's  treaty  would  be  ratified  or  not ; 
or  rather  when,  as  it  should  seem,  the 
French  government  had  reason  to  apprev 
bend  the  refusal  of  its  fatifiq^tton  by  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  and  when  pressed  ii| 
conversatiop  between  lord  Yarmouth  and 
gen.  plarke,  and  reminded  by  the  former 
of  the  yariops  conversations  which  had 
taken   plape  between  him  and  ^.  Talleyr 
rand,  on  this  point;  general  Clarke  merely 
evaded,    without    denying   them,    calling 
them  loose  conversations,  ^*  dfis  rotnans  poli^ 
tiques ;*  and  lord  ]L.audprdale  states,  that 
they  did  not  depy  the  fact,  when  th^y  were 
met  face  to  face ;  when  strpngly  urged  on 
this  point,  not  one  of  tbe  French  negocia- 
tors  denied  that  sgch  was  the  agreement 
with  iord  Yarmouth.  Apd  it  is  remarkable, 
that,  although  the  chief  of  the  government 
of  f  ranpe  tbep  declared    that  he  would 
never  alienate  Tobago,  nor  ^ny  other  part 
of  the  territory  of  France,  which  he  had 
sworn  to  defend;  yet,  in  the  cpurse  of  9^ 
few  (jays  afterwards,   a  proposal  was  made 
to  cede  not  only  Tobago^  but  Pondicherry 
also,  and  Cha^idernagore  and  Mahee,  to 
Great  Britain.     Now,  all  this  combine^  to 
shew,  thi^t  thp  statement  of  lord  Yarmouth 
was  originally  well  founded,  as  well    as 
how  little  confidencp  can  be  plsu^pd  in  tbe 
assertions  of  tbe  f  repch  government  and 
its  plenipotentiaries,'   The   papers  which 
have  been  submitted  to  your  lordships' con- 
sideration, prove  the  truth  of  the  fact  tha^ 
lord  Yarmouth  was  apthori^ed  to  make  the 
communications  he. did,  from  the  l^renph 
to  the  British  government ;  and  afterwardSi 
when  lord  Ls^udprdale  met  the  .French  mi^ 
nisters,  face  to  face,  onfe  of  them  attempt** 
ed  to  eyafle  apd  shpfpe,  whilst  he  pould 
not  dpny  the   fapt.    \  apprehend,  tberer 
fore,  my  lords,  that  we  are  fairly  entitled 
to  argue,  from  the  sileppe  and  the  admission 
of'the  French  plenipotpntiaries  thepaselve^^ 
that  the  uti  possidetk  was  the  basis  origi- 
nally agreed  upon  between  the  two  govern- 
ments.   &ut  why,  it  may  be  demanded. 
Was  QUft  thef renpb  goverpip^pt  galled  upoa 
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to  ayoi»  their  agreement  with  (hiB  principle 
in  writing  }  Th^y  unquefitionably  wished  it 
|o  be  so  understood  hy  u8,aUhottgb  they  can- 
^busly  avoided  forniallv  committing  it  to 
vritifig^  in  order,  doubtieiBs,  that  they  might 
lifterwards  have  room  to  cavil ;  but  is  this 
any  suffietent  reason,  why  this  government 
should  not  Vve  treated  upon  that  ground? 
The  tone  of  the  French  government  evi- 
dently altered  after  the  sigbature  of  D'Ou- 
briPs  treaty;  but  there  had  been  a  clear  ad- 
inission,  previous  tb  this  event,  that  such 
.  was  the  mutually,  understood  agreement 
^annoi^  then,  avoid  beitig  of  opinidn,  that 
v^heu  theie  considerations  are    candidly 
»reighed,  this  single  objection,  as  stated  by 
$he  nobte  lord  (Havtrkesbury)  should  not 
•fcjive  induced  the  noble  lordao  give  ;a  mere 
.qualified  approbation  to  the  fiiddr^ss^    It 
may  not,  iiideed,  be  |)er(j^ctly  regular,  if  I 
temind  the  noble  lord  of  whai  fprmerly 
passed  ill  smother  place,  when  he  defended 
]the   negociations  in  k  formier   treaty  of 
|)eace,  wlvsn  his  lordship  called  upo{i  the 
other  house  of  parliament,    Co  lo6]k  to  the 
result  of  the  whole,  rather  than  to  the  detail 
piecenieal,  and  if  it  appeared,  from  the  ra^ 
tiflcatiou  of  the  whole,  that   it  had  been 
conducted  upon  sound  principles,  the  house 
ought  to  be  satisfied.     Now,  I  would  ask, 
jcan  there  be  any  room  to  suppose  that  it 
^a&  not  the  intention  of  the  French  govern- 
ment that  it  should  be  fully  understood  by 
Us,  that  the  uli  possidetis  was  the  basis  on 
which  they  agreed  to  treat ;  and,  although 
|they   artfully  /coptinped  to  decline  com- 
mitting it  into  a  formal  written  declaration,! 
^ve  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  people 
pi  England  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  this 
was  the  intention  of  the  French  govern- 
ment.   I  acknowledge,  indeed,  that  it  is  a 
serious  thing  for  ministers  to  put  forth  any 
declaration  in  the  name  of  their  sovereign, 
ivhich  cannpt  be  substantiated  by  facts; 
but,  after  what  I  haye  stated,  I  think  that 
there  can  be  pp  just  ground  for  imputation 
pQ  the  veracity  of  the  government  of  this 
country.     I  am  persuaded,  my  lords,  that 
but  few  negocia^ons  can  be  quoted,  which, 
throughout  the  whole  of  them,  exhibit,  on 
the  part  of  government,  more  proofs  of 
selMenial,  and  gpod  faith  and   honour, 
fhan  his  majesty's  ministers  have  mapifested 
upon  the  present  occasion.    All  the  terri- 
tories of  Sweden,  of  Portugal,  and  of  the 
Porte,  were  guaranteed  in  their  integrity, 
Pn  the  part  of  the  king  of  the  Two  Sipilies, 
no  positive  treaty  bound  us  to  bis  interests, 
^  thi^t  ffll  (bf).t  W98  att(&mptefl  pn  his  be- 


half, was  honourable  6n  purpart.  "Dot 
scrupulous  adherence  to  our  treaty  with 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  atid  that  even  at 
the  trviPg  period  of  M.  d'OdbriVs  imp,ra» 
videht  pTo^tsional  apd  separaite  treaty  with 
France,  does  honour  to  the  ^ odd  faith  bf 
this  country;  and  1  trust  that  we  shaJI 
continue  to  ch/?ri«b' our' CoPnection  witl^ 
that  magnanimous  emperor,  from  a  con* 
viction  that  the  ipteresU  of  both  countriei 
are  deeply  ipvolved  iu  the  coptinuation  of 
that  connection.    With  respect,  ioiy  lords, 
to  Hanover,  I  confess  that  I  hiave  met  With. 
animadversions  on  that  subject  which  have 
given  me  pain,    Jt  istrue,  that  it  was  a 
part  of  the  Act  of  Settlement,  that  thip 
nation  should  not  be  obligied  to  enter  into 
war,  On  account  of  any  foreign  settlements, 
appertaining  to  the  femily  which  ffhould 
itiherit  the    throne   of  these   kingdooaS, 
without  the  express  consent  of  parliament; 
but,  But-ely,  it  was  no  part  of  the  Act  of 
Settlemept,  por  was  it  eVkr  intepdeti  to 
make  Hanover  an  exception  to  those  other 
parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  which 
might  become  an  object  of  British  atten^ 
tiop.    It  must  be  perfectly  within  the  re^ 
collection  of  every  noble  lord,  that  when 
the  first  attack  was'  made  by  France  upon 
Hanover,    that  that  was  not  made    th^ 
ground  of  the  war ;  at  the  same  time,  when 
in  the  course  of  the  late  pegociiition,  his 
majest>'*s  government  copsidered  it  a  point 
of  honour  to  stipulate,  th&t  this  seizure 
should  be  restored  to  its  legitimate  owner, 
they  acted  upon  priuciples  of  magnanimity 
and  justice-,    Whep  Hanover  lyas.  threat* 
ened  during  the  war  of  the  Spanish  succes* 
sion,  parliament  voted  an  address  to  his 
then  majesty*  in  1725,  in  which  they  sta- 
ted, that  they  would  stand  by  his  majesty, 
against  any  mepace    of   any    potentate, 
against  ^ny  territories  of  his  majesty,  al- 
though pot  belopging  to  Great  Britain,  iq 
case  such  an  attack  should  be  made,  ia 
consequence  of  bis  majesty's  just  regard  to 
the  interests  of  this  kingdom.     Upon  this 
principle  of  honour,  our  ancestors  acted : 
and,  I  trust,  my  lords,  that  their  descen- 
dants of  the  present  day,  will  never  swerve 
froin  their  spirit*    When  we  look  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  its  present  aspect,  I 
confess,  penetrates  me  with  sorrow ;  still, 
so  long  as  our  conpectiop  with  Jlussia  exists, 
hope  exists;  added  to  which,there are  other 
circumstances  which,  in  my  mind,  at  least  af- 
ford a  probable  ground  of  e^^pectation. 
Thp  extent  of  dopiinion  and  of  power  are 
by  fio  nieaaa  convertible  terms ;  power. 
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vvben  founded  upon  injustice  and  Uie  grasp 
Af  inordinaite^oibi^tion  ftCan  oe«yer  he  90  solid, 
AS  wbeja  buijt  upon  ^e  .ba«i^  of  ju8tvc;e  and 
legitiip^te  ajuthority*  The  preseut  power 
orFrance  is  chiefly  derived  from  the  jmili- 
l^ry  genius  of  itji  fhief;  wbi<b,  jtho;ugli 
calculated  to  daz^e  and  to  gain  te/uporary 
success,  yet  is  oot  formed  tg  gj^in  respect 
or  attachment.  Every  fatliir  of  a  family 
»  obliged  to  part  with  his  €iO«i,  to  feed  the 
ranks.  The  power  of  Ffauce  is  sustained 
by  terror,  whilst  iis  ambitious  ruler  is  se- 
cretly regarded  with  detestation;  and 
»hoiild  it  ^)Ot  fall  to  tb^  lot  of  this  man  to 
eujoy  iiuexainpled  successes,  then  who 
)iup^s  but  that  a  single  .check  or  reverse 
pffortune^  willy  to  him,  be  likely  to  pe  more 
fatal  than  was  ever  before  ki^own  'in  the 
history  of  the  world  ?  Looking,  therefore, 
to  the  uncertainties  of  hum^n  life  apd  for- 
tune; regarding,  likewise,  the  power,  the 
^titude,  and  ^eal  which  animate  our 
p}ly^  tiie  ftpperof  of  Hussi.a,  I  canupt  see 
ttny  ground  for  de$pondie|u:y ;  af>d  abov^ 
all,  looking  tp  the  spirit  of  the  people  of 
this  country^  I  jtirust  we  shall  arrive  to  an 
bpnour^ble  termination  of  the  present  con- 
gest; for,  I  confess,  it  is  on  the  spirit  and 
fortitcide  of  the  people  of  this  country,  that 
we  are  called  tp  pjace  our  chief  reliance. 
The  noble  lord  has  justly  animadverted 
upon  the  two  financial  sources  of  our  na- 
tional prosperity,  the  Siuking  Fund,  and 
the  practice  of  raising  the  supplies  within, 
the  year.  The  ginjiing  fund  certainly 
i^  ^  pie^.gre  pf  incalculable  bene^t  to 
p\xv  finaucj^s,  and  one  which  will  iipmorta- 
Yize  the  great  man  by  whom  it  was  esta- 
bjisljed.  I  shall  c»nly  say^  therefore,  upon 
this  point,  that  at  the  present  ippment,  we 
have  resources  vej-y  different  fron?  what 
they  were  in  J  801.  Then,  the  attempt  to 
rfiibe  war  t^xjBs  was  abandoped,  ^nd  the  in- 


iooje  t^x  was  mortgage.d  to  a  certain  ex-  'discpspipn  to  whjch  he  objected,  it  wjjs  ^o 


Ient.  }n  tlie  intermediate  tjnie,  Q7  mil- 
i4ns  have  been  fiipd.ed,  and  at  this  mo- 
inf  ut,  taxation  to  the  am<mnt  of  ^^OOiQOO/. 
has  been  imppsej}  \n  addition  to  thp  war 
tuxes,  amounting  to  nearly  ^P  pnHions 
sterling.  With  suph  means,  .exceeding 
f[jouble  the  amount  of  the  interest  of  the 
national  debt  jn  J753i  aiid  loujviug  forward 
tp  the  increasing  siirpjug  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  the  natjon  peed  i)ot  fe^r  tp  proceed 
in  the  struggle  with  perseverance  j^nd  for- 
titude. I  trust  y/e  shall  submit  to  no 
compromise,  in  which -our  national  honour 
shall  at  all  be  tarnished  ;  that  we  shall 
come  forth  from  this  trial  of  forijtude  with 


honQur;  i^^d  thaV^f!^^  apply  vigilantly^ 
;  usefully,  and  economically,  what  shal}  be 
raised  for  the  public  e^&igencies,  there  is  no 
limit  0  tlte  exertions  which  this  couptry 
will  be  disposed  to  make,  either  in  esptent, 
or  duratioa  of  time*  With  respect  to  tlie 
late  pegociation,  J  shall  ever  contemplate 
with  satisfaction  the  share  I  have  had  '}n 
it ;  no  better  proof  was  ever  afforded  of 
good  faith  and  of  a  firm  regard  to  theper* 
matjent  interests  of  the  country.  |  sh^.!! 
only  repeat,  in  a  word,  that  his  majesty^s 
declaration  is  strictly,  trpe  in  substanpe  ^nd 
in  fact,  and  that  thjp  silence  of  ^he  Frencfi 
plenipotentiaries  afifords  satisfactory  prop& 
upot)  tl\is  points  Goverhmient,  by  tbeijT 
copduct  in  this  uegociation*  have,  I  trust^ 
given  a  satisfacto^  pledge,  that  they  wiU» 
in  no  case,  compromise  eithef  the  houpur 
or  the  interests  of  the  cpuptry.. 

Earl  Xrro«t7€fi/#  declared  tl^at  if  be  werf 
to  cpnfipe  bis  observations  ^  the  papers  oh 
the  table,  he  shpuld  have  very  littlp  with 
which  to  trouble  the  house,  for  in  the  most 
dispassionate  and  impartial  exammation  of  * 
them,  it  distinctly  Appeared  to  him,  that 
througho  ut  the  whole  of  the  late  negociation, 
there  was  evinced  on  the  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  the  utmost  sincerity  and 
good  faith  ;  on  tlie  part  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, the  utmost  artifice  dnd  duplicity. 
He ,  thought  it  perfeptly  apparent  that 
the  uti  possifletU  wf^undenioo^  by  Francp 
to  be  the  basi^  on  whfch  thetWo  cpup tries 
intended  tp  treat,  ^nd  on  which  the  negpv 
ciajion  prbpeeded,  It  w^  obvioi^s  th^t 
this  vtras  a  proper  b^is  for  this  country  to 
proceed  on,  and  it  was  equally  apparei^t 
that  this  basis  had  be^n  ac(juiesced  ip  b^ 
Frapce,  at  least  thaf  that  couijtry  had  gi- 
ven opr  gqvernment  to  understand  that 
she  acquiesced  ip  that  basif  of  negociatiop. 
If  there  was  any  thing  iii  the  coijrse  of  the 


this,  Xh^i  the  negoci^tipn  had  been  top 
long  delayed.  If  this  couqtry  shopld 
ever  again  enter  into  ^  negociatioi^  with 
the  presept  govcrpqient  of  Frfince,  he  hor 
ped  the  basis  on  which  it  was  |o  proceed 
would  at  once  be  fairly  and  distinctly  poin(<* 
ed  out  and  ascertained.  While  he  lament- 
ed the  failure  of  ^  honoqrable  attempt  to 
restore  pe^ce  to  the  country,  he  cou^d 
not,  l;pvvever,  forbear  coutragulatinghiin- 
self,  thp  house, ^nd  the  country,  on  the 
genefal  state  of  their  affairs,  and  on  their 
ability  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour  i^i^d 
effect.  Adverting  to  the  state  of  the  cofi- 
tinent,  ^nd  to  the  military  operations  pf 
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the  Frencb,  he  observed  that  it  vf&s  evi- 
dent the  pereoti  at  the  head  of  the  French 
nalioti  had  determined  not  to  sheathe  the 
svrprd  of  war  until  he  had  subjirgaied  the 
whole  of  Europe,  and  this  country  In  par^ 
tictilar.  How  were  his  acnbitiotis  designs 
t6  be  coonteracted  }  By  a 'Uaanly  exertion 
of  our  povrer  a(id  resoarces.  The  retro- 
spect of  oar  ttaval  and  'iniiitary  ftime  was 
most  encptfragingtf  Let  us  recollect  Cani<« 
perdowo^  Aboukiri  and  Trafalgar,  on  the 
one  hand)  and  'Acre,  Alexandria,  and 
Maida,on  the  other,  alKl  we  shoold  look 
forward  with  Confidence  to  the  result  of  the 
contest  in  which  we  were  engaged .  The 
papers  on  the  table^  in  his  lordship's  opi-^ 
nion,  afforded  satisfactory  evidence  of  the 
activity,  spirit^  aud  energy  of  oul*  ^oun-^ 
tils,  and  held  out  to  us  the^veli  grounded 
eipectation  that<^f  courage  and  resources 
would  he'properly  directed  for  the 'interest 
of  the  country.  Our  Inveterate  enetny* 
finding  he  could  ndt  othervvise  induce  us 
to  eti'tei'  into  didionourable  terms  with  hkn; 
had  attempted  to  aim,'  what  he  conceived^ 
a  vital  blow  at  our  cotntnerc^  and  manu^ 
fectures.  This,  however,  would  also  foe 
found  unavtailing*  He  might,  to  hia  own 
conception,  shut  up  the  ports  of  the  con- 
tinent iCgainst  us,  but  still- our  manufac- 
tures would  fiouri^^  and  wouk]  find  their 
way,  e^en  into  the  territories  over  which 
lie  exercised  dominion^  But,  to  injure 
cur  matiafactures,  It  would'be  incumbent; 
t)h  hitn  to  shut  against  them,  tiot  the  ports 
of  the  continent  of  Europe  only,  but  those 
of  Asia,  Africa/ and  America;  over  which 
it  was  obvious  that  he  could  not  possibly 
liaVe  any  cotitroul.  Amidst  oi»r  present 
gloom,  said  -  the  noble  earl^  I  cannot  but 
derive  some  sources  of  consolation^  One 
smongst  others  is  that  produced  by  the 
flieasufte^  which,  in  the  early  part  of  this 
evening,  was  braught  forward  by  a  noble 
lord  high  in  his  majesty's  ad  minis  tfatton.  I 
mean  the  bill  introduced  for^the  abolition 
of  the  Slave  Trade.  1  rejoice  that*  the  in- 
human traffic  in  slaves  is  serioufsly  proposed 
to  be  put  an  end  to.  This  tome  is  a 
-source  ef  consolation ;  aooilier  is  the  pre- 
servation of  the  established  church.  But 
herel  cannot  help  lantieating  that,  so  little 
has  been  done  Of  lata  yt^rs.  In  the  reign 
of  queen  Annei  no  less  than  50  churches 
were  at  4Miee  ordered  to  b^  built ;  bot  have 
we  belsa  sufficiently  attentive  to^  this  object, 
ootwithstandiug  the  vast  incn-ease  of  inha- 
hilaiiti  itt  onr  popaloas  lowns  and  cities? 
vUit  aotlOT.WMitof  thisy 'io»  great mea- 


surei,  that  the  sectaries  have  of  late  yc 
spread   atid   abounded,    so    as    to    e 
threaten  the  Safety  and  security  of  our  r 
gioul  e^Uxblli^ment  ?  I  lament,  likewi 
th^  violation  of  the  Lord's  day,  and  tl 
trades  are  sufiered  to  be  exercised  on  ti 
dtfy,'  to  the  drsgrace  of  the  coantry.    1 
increased  publicatton  of  ^eftspapefB 
that  (lay,  I  consider  as  cdrbiftg  within  t! 
charge  of  the  violation  of  that  h<Siy  da 
and/ even  at  the  present  moment,  a  new  j 
peris  advertised  to  be  published, professed 
denominated  *  the  Sunday  paper/    Tfacs 
I  consider,  as- so  many  dark  spedcs  ov< 
our  politica-l'  heimsphere.j  nor  are  they  tr 
fling  m  their  consequence^ ;  for,*  a^ofedt 
if  we  neglect  n^oral  and  )*eligioii^  cofisid 
rations  of  this  na!ture,  we  may  look  fo^wai 
with  fearful  an^iy.     But,    I    tru^t,    « 
shaMf  Stilt  adhtere  to   tb*  principles,  civ 
and  sacred^  by  which  this  country  has  « 
long  flourished  j  "  O  fortunatos  nimrdn: 
sua  si  bona  nArint  1" 

Lord,£/rfcm.— I  rise,  my  lordsi  wWh  feel 
jngs  peculiarly  alive  to  the  strong  neeessit; 
of  carrying  fully  j^to^effeclt  that  part  of  tin 
address  proposed  by  the  noble  baron,  o 
supporting  with  th^  most  unceasing  vigoui 
and  undaunted  resolution  the  great  con- 
test in  which  we- are  engaged.-  Whoever 
reflects'on  ^hat  may  prove  the  final  is- 
sue of  that  contest,  of  what  may  prov« 
the  fate  of  this  enipire  -^  whoever  feels 
^r  the  honour  and  happiness  of  Great 
'Britain,  must  perceive,  that  the  only 
chance  of  safety^  and  the  great-  hope  of 
ultimate  and  decisive  triumph,  now  de^ 
petids  upon  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war.  Whilst,  then,  the  genuine  British 
feeling* continues  to  animate  the  people  of 
this  empire,  I  am  convinced  there  is  not  ft 
fiian  in  this  house,  or  in  this<^untry,  who 
would  not  rather  perish  in  the  calamitous 
conflict,  than  willingly  compromise  the 
dignified  c^haracter  of  Britai A^  or  tamely 
submit  to  any  base  acknowledgement  of  in- 
feriority to  any  eneftiy,  however  ek  tensive 
his  terhtoriarl  influence^  or  splendid  his 
military  success.  But,  mjr  loikls,  in  enter- 
ing into  the  discassTon-of  the 'merits  of  the 
late  negociatioft,  anxious  as  I  feel  to  ex- 
press my  approbation  of  the  condfact  of  his 
majesty's  government  in  fully  supporting 
tlie  acknowledged  character  of  this  country 
for  sincerity  and  good  faith ;  satisfied  as  I 
am  with  the  manner  in  which  the  interests 
and;  safety-  of  our  ullies  have  been  pre- 
served, as  weM  of  those  ppwers  to  whom 
w«   were,  liound    by  -  the  solemtt  coia- 
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I  fuUy  ^>pr«ci«te  tti^dftnfOf  ^  1^^  rrUis, 

aDd  the  eoergiea  whicb  tuea  a  cigpger  <>•<- 

manijs  to  have  brought   ifnto   imiii^iiiaU 

action  \  a»d  tb6u|^  I  fltrongly  fcel  ffhe  ne«' 

ofdsicyof  tupponiDg  hH  miyaaty  Kith  firm-> 

loeas  and  vigcmr^  yel^  froiDiay  kiMWkdge 

of  the  man    wb(^   conrniafladb    the   re^* 

sQQrCes  of  Fraacfy   from  toy  ksowledgo 

of  his  rtepeCt  for  no  law,  and  i^y  convic* 

tiofr  of  the  unceasing  wbitiofi  by  which 

ho  is  actuated,  I  can  by  no  moaais  brihp 

my€elf  to  joio^  in  that  |>iirt  of  the  addiieifai» 

where  the  inefectual  ondeayourr  of  Bia 

majesty  Co  terimnatO  a  pai^iie  troaty  with  tbo 

chief  of  the  French  govemoioot»  are  coo^ 

aidered  as  a  cause  of  regte^.    God  forbid^ 

that  fior  ooe  momoni  I  iiou]d  b0  c^ltoider* 

ed  tbeadvocale.of  an  ioterminablo  war,  or 

an  unfeeling  speetittor  of  tte  a«nfteroiis 

aSictiont  and  dijbresses  which  waf  occa^ 

siansf'yetybowevl^  humane  conwderations 

may  tend  to  repress  the  a9ierUon«-l  cannot 

refraii^  from  expressing  my  dissOot  to  thisr 

pert  of  the  address ;  md  upon  this  point 

I  append  to  the  testimony  of  the  noble  vi^ 

count  (Sidmout^)  opposite,    t  aippeal  t^ 

the  opinion,  which/  previous  to  the  ratifir 

catxonof  the  Treaty  of  Amens^  i'  thought 

it  my  du^y»  as  an  honest  servant  of  ttio' 

ero«ro,  to  commfitfiip^e  io  my  sovereign 

At  that  peiiod  \  never  4id  assmtr^  that?  tho 

eondl^iOAs  of  that  tue^  were  glorious  and 

bpnonne^ ;  T  did  not  oontejwl  diat  itr 

stipulalipes  wer#  sticb  an  to*provitJe  for  the 

peimau^ce  of  peace>  of  the  iaaCing  secu^' 

rity  of  Great  Brritain ;  but  I  was  induced 

to  hope;  that  after  the  <^mqee«ts  which  the 

cbi$f  of  the  Fren<!b  empire  bad  obtaimed  j  tfiltf 

afte^tb0e«it<|al  e{]^oyments«od  t&acoDrfortr 

4lierived  ^m  bis  own  repose,  he  avould  he 

^uiwi}ling  to  forifeit  the  gnsat^  lUesaiiig  he 

mu  fi^sMised  of,  orio  dlstuvb  the  reoiproi<^ 

^  i(raiiqi#)lify  of  the  iwapectiye  countries^ 

^ut«  0iy  lordSf  ceesideRabiy  ehanged  are 

/fay  ^pwonsi  and  wji^y  diffov^t  are  mf 

yjieirs  of  the  advantages  of  a  peace  with 

^fvsmn  wheil  I  feedt  t<>  my  KocoUociion^ 

ilhat  anisrceiy  war  the  Treaty  of  Axni^ns  exe«' 

jQotf  dt  wb€»  the  mont  aosidioiis  and  ope» 

rViQlatioo  of  eMy  fMPinciple  of  gpod  £sith 

iras  eirihiiiited  \  whea«  in  deSsnSe  o^eweiy 

provisior^  pf  that  troatyt  the  head  of  tlm 

iFreesh  goyemmepi    i^cprnmHsnoed    Utf 

9y#(^m  lof  unboundlrd  ^igressihn*'  wiiA  sr 

redOivatfrf^iMStof  pavasr^  with  a  .QoiB|>klo 

4imgardol  alt  those  inaitimaAnd  usag^/ 

iwjbjjcb  wane  woiUt  to  suppoit  ihe  hoooui* 

fAdba^Q<s&;o^ti^#mwiiMd'i«eiU^  Sot 


pact  of  the  most  saer^d  obligatfpnsi  as  of 
othei^,  whose  strong  olaim  upon  onr  as* 
iistaafre*  arose  equally  from  the  benefit  of 
the  princij^lOf  and  tite  congeniality  .of  the 
interest  i  yet,  my  lordis^  i  may  be  permitted 
lo  Sity>  without  the  least  imputation  upon 
the  conduct  or.  repatation  of   minis ters» 
that  I  lamjsnttbe  protfactipo  of  the  nego- 
eiatioti*    The  prolb^tion  of  the  eorre- 
spoodencolragrety  because  thechkanery 
SKod  the  deception  of  the  French  gpyeri^- 
mrnit  were  so  peculiarly  marked,  and  so  ap' 
farei^tly  observable  Ibitoughout  every  stage 
of  the  a^gpciation*    Asd,  my  lords^  give 
me  leate  lo.  s^y^  thai  wh^),  under  tihe  di* 
lect  nuthorily  and  e^pre^  avowal  of  his 
m^es(^«  smm  a^|SRgQ!6iauott.is  thought  ne- 
fessary  to  he  mr^inatedf  no  ooe  act  should 
he  oyerlook^^r  spy  pircumatance  omitted^ 
f:alQMVtted  to  lessen,:^ther  in  the  eyes  of  thd 
inemy»^  of  Europe,  tfie  gloiy  and  hoaoec 
of  the  erown,  epnoeeted^  as  they  ai'e,  with 
the  greatness  and  security  of  the  eippire- 
tber^orer  I  should  hstrepondlsred  k>nger 
and  iQnger,^  previous .  to  my  acquiescence 
IB  pi^y  procedf^  ii^  whic&  the  nmmfest  in- 
tention  of  the  enee^  of  these  realms  was 
lo  deliMie  ^  deh^^  to  defeat  by  deception. 
For  iff  by  any  funfoc;tunato  and  destractive 
ipiatj^atiptt,.  we  should  ever  be  brot^htto 
imitate  the  condect  of  ^ose  countries^ 
#hicb,  ixojft  narrow  .views  of  policy,  and  a 
Confined,. seljSsfa^  ood^ti^  eontemplaticHi 
of  events,  hai^e  ultmiately  been  made  the 
tic^tims  of  th^ir  qw^dslusiOn^  and  annihi- 
jhted  by^  that  veay  poMter  to  which  tboy  bad 
^jrepeitedly  S^M)cumbed ;.  if,  |  say«  the 
peepte  pf  Qmt  Britain  should  ever  bf^  in- 
dv^^,  to^  fpri^'  )th0  proujd  distinction  of 
ibeirowiirimmedW^.  situation,  ot  aegleet 
|jb0  laqred  |>fip<Qiple,  by  the  .eicei;c;i«ie  of 
li^hi^h  that  iVTiHid  dwtinctipn  we#  obtoiaod* 
fhaai»hP9)hlwe  bfive  to  regret  the  cpmplete 
^rgatfiulo4«^  pf .  aU-  tbat.wiis,  .hithe;f 9  held 
isc^;  tp  wiiaiees   the  a«imi9pUa{ble  i$iib<- 
i^issiq^  of  British  honour^ and  gppd  faitb» 
1^.  the  mo^  sicsMlsJpus  violation  of  every 
i«|ngj)l$^  •equity,  ewd  e^eiry  pf^cept  ^f 
iiommpu  j^siape^  To  gn^rd  $kgajnsit  saqh 
4iihnmiUatiPn^*^Jto  p^sarvemnsuHied 
ihe  u^rivelleii  bocioAir'pf  ^  8tritii»h  iiimfi, 
^lerii  js  not^'X  am  convi^pedy .  aa  jadiyjbdnsil 
im  Ib^^'GOuntryy  thfopgb  i^^bo^  ^as  ORP 
'  4rop.pf  Sm^ih  Wood  ^ojilh|«fi  bat  w^puW 
srolpf^tarily  ^ad  1%  io  thalt  .nobli^  ^  aU 
^090^  a»d  ^v»^  ^tte<^  not  Jbpll  ifat^m^, 
with  ^.pifist  4^dent  feeiii^gSf  toihal  0i(aat 
mA.  ip^r^aUlt  Mrial,  WP^  thp  rasulil  pf  whkh 
J4».PW  UPA  %  eoi|SMitry>  4«pi^M9r  ami 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


%89J|         I^ARL.  t)E6ATES,  Jautuary  ^,  n07. -^Jfregociation  wiA  Fraiici.        pSO 


if  a  farther  proof  was  i^\t  waoting  to  ex- 
bibit  the  characteristic  duplicity  of  the 
French  cabinet,  let  tfe,  my  lords,  look  to 
Ihe  dates,  when  tlie  ftgssian  oiinistei^D'Ou- 
bril  was  either  forced",  or  tricked',  to  sign 
a  separate  treaty  with  FraDce^  Here  the 
strong  inducement  with  that  minister,  was 
to  save  the  Austrian  empire  ';  for  this  spe- 
cific purpose,  and  this  alone,  the  treaty 
was  actually  executed^  by  the  plenipoten. 
tiary  of  Russia ;  yet,  if  I  do  not  much 
misconstrue  ihe  dates,  the  changes  in  Ger- 
many, and  the  Rhenish  Confederation,  were 
not  only  meditated,  but  actually  com- 
pleted, if  not  at  the  signing  of  the  treaty 
by  D'Oubril,  most  certainly  before  the  ar- 
rival of  that  ambassador  with  the  treaty  at 
the  court  of  St.  Pietersburgh.  In  this  most 
flagitious  conduct  of  one  nation  to  another ; 
in  this  uniform  perseverance  in  fraud,  ag- 
gression, and  injustice,  I  find  the  strong 
Argument  which  justifies  me  not  to  lament 
the  failure  of  a  pacific  adjustment  with  an 
€nemy,    whose  aggressions,    in  times    of 


peace,  are  equallv  hostile  with  his  move- 
ments in  times  of  war. — Having  thus  de- 
clared  vAy  opinion  upon  the  result  of  the 
begociation,    I  shall   now  advert  to    the 
basis  upon  which  the  declaration  of  his  ma- 
jesty has  asserted  that  it  commenced  and 
proceeded.     This  principle  of  actual  pos- 
session, or  the  uti  possidetis^  is  asjserted  to 
be  the  basis  upon  which  the  respecti\^e  go- 
vernments originated  the  discussion.  Now, 
my  lords,  fairly  and  plainly  ai^uing  the 
question,  and  Comparing  the  understood 
and  admitted  meaning  of  the  uti  possidetis 
with  the  two  bases  agreed  upon  between 
that  great  departed  statesman  (Mr.  Fox) 
;and  M« 'Talleyrand,  I  do  confess  I  cannot 
recognize  the  principle  of  actual  possession 
as  the  ba^is  of  a  treaty.     Uti  possidetis  are 
two  latin  words,  fully  empowering  the  con- 
tracting parties  to  bold,  in  their  respec- 
tive possession,  whatever  territory  or  con- 
quests over  which,  at  or  before  the  execu- 
tion of  tbe  treaty,  they  may  have  obtained 
a  sovereignty.    Let  us  compare  this  defini- 
tion  of  th^    uti  possidetis,  with   the  two 
liases  agreed  upon,*  either  with  the  one 
%d)ich' specifies  the  determination  of  con- 
tracting updu  general  grounds  for  ourselves 
and  allies,  pr  with  the  more  enlargied  priu- 
cSpte  of  guiiran teeing'  the  security  of  the. 
lesser  stated;  and  I'  am  eyre,    that)  from' 
•Q<fh  acomjparison,  tliere. is  nothing^  in  the 
annab  of  cn[5lomacy,  to  justify*  frotn  sucb 
a  construction  of  the  bases  of  a  negocia* 
♦tiaii,by*the  ih^A  tarliired  perversion  wiich 

Vox,,  vni. 


the  moBt  ibgenioUs  rea^nipr  may  adppt, 
any  thing  appcoxicaatiiig  tb  tbe  principle  of 
actual  pbsseasionw    That  bis  majesty's  mi- 
nisters were  3incere  in  believing  that  the 
uti  possidetis  was  the  admitted  basiiB,    I 
most  candidly  believe,  and  that  it*  wat  the 
design  of  the  French  government  to  en«» 
courage. that  impreaeion,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  cautiously  avoided  committing  itself 
to  such  a  compact  throughout  the  entim 
progress  of.  the  correspondence.    Indeed, 
the  cotiduct  of,  his  majesty's  government 
has  proved  it  to  be  a  government  seeking 
peace^  in  tbe  spirit  of  peace;  whilst  the 
contrasted  fluctuation  ot  the  enemy,  shifUi 
ing  and  evasive,  at  one  moment  ^ving  up 
one  concession,  in  the  next  reclaiming  the 
proposition,   which    it  before  cobceded^ 
clearly  exhibits  that,  from  the  beginning 
until  the  rupture  of  the  negociation,  the 
same  perfidy  and  bad  faith  were  the  ac- 
tuating principle  of  the   French  cabinets 
But  there  is  one  fatt,  to  which  I  must  beg 
the  attention  of  your  lordship^^  ajsit  is  one 
upon  which  the  declaration  of  his  majesty, 
the  character  of  bis  government,  and  tbe 
credit  of  the  conhtry,  are  at  issue  with  tbe 
statement  of  that  man  who  is  at  the  head 
of  tbe  French  empire,  and  has,  in  the  face 
of  tbe  world,  positively  denied  that  the 
uti  possidetis  was  the  basis  of  the  late  lie- 
gociation,    Tfiis  is  a  circumstance  which  it 
behoves  his  majesty's  ministers  fully  tb  exa> 
plain ;  and^  couvince  this  houses  and  all 
Europe,  that  ^at  has  gone  abroad,  sanc^ 
tioned  by  the  name  of  Uieir  sovereign,  is 
the  true  and  justified  infereDte.    But  the 
noble  baron  opposite^    has  proved,  with 
considerable  perspicuity,  that  tbe  principle 
of  actual  possession,  is  the  only  principle 
which  could  apply  to  the  comparative  situa- 
tion of  Great  Britain  and   France,  that, 
from  tbe  diversified  nature  of  tbe  various 
conquests  of  the  respective  eolpires  and 
from  the  maritime  superiority  of  ihe  one 
compared  with  the  territorial  influence  of 
the  other,  tbe  only  probable  basis  upon 
which  a  trei^y  honourable  to  both  the  con- 
tracting parties  could  be  efi*ec  ted,  was  the  ba- 
sis  Gtf  the  uti  possidetis.  Having  thus  proved 
that  the  principle  df  actoal  possession  was 
the  only  basis  npoo  which  a  beneficial  treaty 
could  have  been  concluded,  the  noble  ba- 
ron has  certainly  added  to  the  number  of 
the  reasons,  and  enforced  the  cogency  of 
those  arguments,  which  render  it  ab^lute- 
ly  necessary  for  ministers  to  prove  to  a 
demonstration,  that  the  principle  of  the 
uti  possidetis  was  ihe  actual  basis^  agreed 
U 
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and  acted  upoD  in  the  late  negociatioo. 
Ifleally,  I  know  not  iii  what  part  oif  the 
official  papers  pr/Bien ted  to  this  house,  his 
majesty's  ministers  will  find  this  priiiciplie 
of  actual  possession,  once  recognized  by 
the  Frefach  government*  Surely  not  in  thi^ 
letter  dated  the  5th  of  March,  where  an  ex- 
tract from  the  speech  of  the  chief  of  that 
empire  states  the  reisidiness  of  the  enemy 
to  make  peace  upon  the  basis  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amieirs-^a  basis  directly  contrary  to 
the  principle  .  of  the  uti  possidetis ;  and  a 
treaty,  to  which,  from'  the  former  feelings 
of  the  noble. baron  opposite  to  me,  I  am 
surprized  he  could  have  for  one  moment 
listened.  But,  my  lords,  not  only  in  the 
letter  of  M.  Talleyrand,  of  the  5th  of 
March,  is  there  uo  mention  of  this  basis, 
but  in  tht  whole  of  the  respective  com- 
munications from  the  20th  of  March  to 
the  13th  of  June,  not  a  syllable,  word,  or 
sentence,  of  such  an  impott  or  meaning, 
is  to  be  found  I  Is  it  not  rather  remarkable, 
that  in  the  progress  of  a  correspondence, 
avowed,  by  the  Declaration  of  his  majesty, 
to  have  originated  and  continued  upon  the 
basis  of  the  uti  possidetis^  now  that  the  ne- 
cociation  has  failed,  his  majesty's  minis* 
ters  are  unable  to  bring  forward,  for  the 
satisfittctiou  of  this  house  and  the  country 
at  large,  no  better  evidence  of  the  reco- 
gftition  of  that  principle,  by  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  than  the  few  scanty  un- 
deteed  words  of  the  French  minister  ?  and 
indedd,  my  lords,  it  has  proc^Mced  in  my 
mind  no  small  degree  of  astonishment,  to 
iind  iuthe  answer  of  Mr.  Fox,  to  the  com- 
munication of  M.  Talleyrand,  where  this 
disincllnatfo'n  of  France  to  demand  any  of 
the  poissessions  of  England  is  stated,  no 
one  observation  or  reference  to  the  princi- 
ple of' actual  jpossession;  although  that 
answer  was  intended  to  amplify  and  eluci- 
date the  important  nature  of  the  basid  pro- 
posed, together  with  the  probable  com- 
mcrciiil  advantage  of  France,  and  the  con- 
sequent respect  of  lier  naval  flag.  With 
respect  to  |he  conferences  of  the  earl  of 

•Yarrhouth  with  the  French  minisU^r,  how 
does  tht  history  disclose  itself?  On  the  Cd 
of  Jomf  A  letter  was  dispatched  from  the 
French  minister  to  Mr.  Fqx,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  e^Kplaining  the  imi^ture  of  the  con- 
ferep^ies  with  thp  earl  Qf  Vari^otith,  a|pd 
th«  object  of  tl^aj  Ipr^'ij  ^^parture  for  ti^if 
covxitry.  *  Thjr  lett^  krrived'in  Londpn 
the  4tb  of  June,  the  same  day  on  which 

•  that  iioble  lord  tfeiched  ^Own ;  yet^  in  this 
c()mh3^i&icaii\)ii|  th^tre  is  not  i^Q  admission 


•    ( 


of  th^  piuiciple  of  the  uti  pcssiiietis:  and 
though  the  earl  of  Yarmouth  had  a  confe* 
rence  with  Mr.  Fox,  about  the  time  of  its 
arrival,  yet,  in  Uie  answer  of  Mr.  Fox,  of 
the  1 4th  of  June,  there  is  preserved  aa 
equally  unaccountable  silence  upon  the  ac« 
tual  principle  of  the  uti  possidetis.  It  has  been 
reported  as  a  reason  that  the  direct  basis 
of  actual  possession  was  not  specifically 
stated,  that  it  arose  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  German  dominions  of 
his  majesty.  Why  the  situation  of  those 
dominions  should  operate  against  a  clear, 
decided,  and  unambiguous  expression  of 
the  basis  upon  which  the  contracting  par- 
ties had  respectively  agreed  to  treat,  I  ani 
at  a  loss  to  comprehend.  But  I  niust  again 
repeat,  that  in  the  history  of  diplomacy  t 
never  either  read  or  heard  of  such  a  basis 
of  negociatioo  as  that  which  his  majesty's 
ministers  have,  in  the  present  case,  select* 
ed  for  the  ground  of  their  justification. 
There  are  a  few  other  points  upon  which  { 
bi^g  leave  to  trouble  your  lordships ;  one  is 
the  last  letter  said,  in  the  French  account  of 
the  negociatioo,  to  have  been  sent  by  M^ 
Talleyrand  to  lord  Lauderdale.  I  shall  b^ 
glad  to  hear  from  the  noble  lord  that  no 
such  letter  was  ever  received,  or  that  no 
minister  of  a  hostile  power  would  dare  to 
se|id  to  the  plenipptc*ntiary  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, a  communication  replete  with  the 
most  base  and  injurious  calumnies ;  calami* 
uies  which  tended  to  exhibit  that  noble  lor^ 
in  the  most  savage  form,  and  which,  I  am 
fully  persuaded,  were  to  him  unfoundedly 
and  improperly  addressed.  Another  in* 
stance  of  the  isame  inveterate  malice  and 
unprincipled  audacity  was  the  contradic** 
tion  of  one  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries^ 
to  the  report  the  earl  of  Yarmouth  had 
made:  ot  his  conferences  with  the  French 
minister,  on  the  basis  of  the  negociatipn^ 
and,  which  reports  were  denominated  Po* 
litical  Romances.  XJpot  the  whok  of  the 
evidence  which  the  papers  presented  to  this 
house  contain,  I  still  cotitend^  that  the 
basis  of  actual  possession  is  not  only  not 
proved  to  be  true,  but  that  the  evidence 
makes  out  no  such  proposition,  evea 
in  the  remotest  view  6{  the  case.  To  iht 
pther  parts  of  the  address,  t  repeat  my 
ihost  cordial  and  hearty  assent;  deeply  im- 
pressed as  I  am  With  the  necessity  6t 
meeting  thfe  danglers  of  the  crisis,  aad  the 
menaces  of  )our  invete^tie  entoiy,  with  all 
itfaat  jfirmness,  patriotism  and  spirit,  which 
have  ever^ihted  the  marked  intrepidity 
lot  this  cOuntryi  and  pttf  served 'inviolate^ 
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Ybe  purity  of  the  national  cbftracter. 

Lord  Grenville  bad  aiv  anxiety  far  beyond 
any  personal  considerition,  tbat  the  cause 
of  the  country  on  this  great  question 
should  stand  clear,  and  its  rectitude  and 
tnsth  unquestioned;  He  was  rejoited  to 
find,  than  in  this  enlightened  assembly, 
there  was  no  doubt^as  to  the  propriety  with 
which  the  cause  of  the  country  had  been 
cnnducted  that  affected  any  otie  great  prii> 
dple.  He  was  happy  to  think  that  there 
vas  no  Englishman,  who,  on  reading  the 
papers  before  their  lordships,  but  would 
say,  with  that  noble  energy  which  was  so 
well  conveyed  in  the  language  of  the 
learned  lord  opposite,  that  he  was  unworthy 
of  the  name  of  Englishman,  who,  after 
his  majesty's  efforts  for  the  restoration  of 
peace  had  been  frustrated,  as  the  papers 
evinced,  b^  the  unprincipled  ambition  and 
bad  faith  of  the  enemy,  would  not  be  con- 
tent to  ^ed  the  last  drop  of  his  blood  in 
Support  of  tlie  jnst  cause  of  his  majesty 
and  the  country.  When  he  had  with  so 
much  satisfaction  heard  this  grand  princi« 
pie  so  eloquently  eliforced,  it  was  with  in- 
finite regret  that  he  heard  the  noble  and 
eloquent  lord  enter  into  the  consideration 
of  points  of  such  minute  importance  that 
they  were  no  better  than  mfere  matters  of 
technical  form.  It  was  with  infinite  pain 
tbat  he  should  follow  the  noble  and  eloquent 
lord  through  these  petty  details.  But  he 
said  it  ihight  seem  disrespectful  towards 
the  house,  if  his  majesty's  ministers  should 
leave  even  this  part  of  the  objections  made 
to  their  conduct  unanswered  and  unex- 
plained. Yet  if  the  objection  urged  by  the 
noble  and  learned  ford  were  even  universally 
felt,  that  would  not  prove  that  the  cause 
of  the  country  was  wrong,  or  that  any 
error  had  been  committed  in  the  mahage<> 
ment  of  the  negociation.  The  most  it 
eould  amount  to  would  be,  that  some  in- 
accuracy bad  been  fallen  into  by  those  who 
drew  up  the  Declaration,  for  he  was  sure  no 
wilful  mis-statement  would-  be  suspected, 
in  lay  ins  the  case  before  parliament  and 
the  public.  The  noble  lord  on  the  other 
side  maintained  that  there  was  nothing  in 
tbe  papers  on  the  table  to  sustain  the  asser- 
tion, that  the  French  government  ever  pro-' 
posed  to  treat  upon  the  basis  of  the  nti  pasn^ 
ittis.  But  even  if  the  noble  lord  wfere 
borne  out  in  his  inference,  still  it  would 
not  avail  him  for  tbe  purpose  he  had  in 
view ;  because  ministers  had  other  and  still 
strongei:  grounds  upon  which  to  rest.  At 
kast  the   nobU  lord   ^ould   allow  that 


nothing  appealed  in  those  papers  to  forrn 
even  an  apology  for  denying  that  the  pro* 
position  of  the  t/fi  possidetis  was  acceded 
to  by  the  French  government  at  the  outset. 
Although  he  might  affirm,  as  he' had  done^ 
that  the  statement  in  his  majesty^  declafa. 
lion  as  to  this  point,  was  not  directly 
bom^  out  by  the  documents  on  the  table } 
still  he  would  not  venture  to  say  that  it  viras 
directly  contradicted.  Indeed,  it  wa< 
hardly  possible  that  any  candid' man  would 
hazard  such  a  contradiction.  But^  as  he  had 
already  stated,  his  majesty's  ministers  had 
other  information  to  proceed  upon  in  form* 
ing  the  declaration  which  formed  the  sub*' 
ject  of  the  noble  lordV  animadversion; 
and  the  noble  lord  must  have  been  aware 
of  that,  although  it  seemed  so  much  this 
night  to  have  escaped  his  recollection. 
And  this  was  certainly  rather  stVange,  fi^r; 
considering  the  practice  of  that  learned 
profession,  of  which  the  noble  lord  formed 
such  a  distinguished  member,  it  was 
really  eictraordihary  that  when  the  best 
evidence  that  the  case  required,  w^s  within 
hts  rtoch,  he  should  have  taken  np  the 
very  worst.  The  noble  lord  took  for  his 
basis,  and' argued  upon  the  words  of  geil. 
Clarke  and  M.  Talleyrand,  to  which  no 
man  could  expect  that  house  or  any  candid 
assembly  to  attach  confidence  in  a  business 
of  this  nature,  and  particularly  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  thosiB  word?  were 
written,  instead  of  resorting  to  that  evi- 
dence; to  which  a  desire  of  attaining  the 
truth  would  naturally  direct;  namely,  the 
evidence  of  the  verj*  per56n(loTd  Yarmouth) 
to  whom  the  {jroposliion  of  the  wf  i  posside^ 
tis  was  made  by  the  French  minister,  and! 
who  was  specially  dispatched  by  that  mi* 
nisterto  bear  that  proposition  tothiscoun* 
try.  To  that  noble  lord  the  verbal  inessage 
which  distinctly  contained  thfe  proposition 
was  conlinitted  by  the  French  government, 
and  by  him  it  was  communicated  to  his 
majesty's  htitiisters.  It  was  not  therefore 
to  any  words  of  gen.  Clarke  or  M.Talley- 
ratid,'  when  they  found  it  convenient  to 
change  the  original  ground  of  the  negocia- 
tion, nor  even  to  the  papers  before  the 
house,  but  to  thtt  ferftimony  of  lord  Yar- 
mouth that  house  was  to  look  for  a  ju8tifi«» 
cation  of  that  pa^r,  the  correctness  of 
which  the  noble  lord  on  the  other  side 
thought  fit  to  question*  If  lord  Yarmouth 
had  been  dead,  if  he  w«re  not  at  present 
forthcoming,  if  he  had  hot  actually  spoken« 
why,  in  such  case,  the  doubts  of  the  noble 
lord  Ihight  have  been  excusable  and  his  ar- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I9S]        fJ^I^VKf^TlSSftAWAWLTf^mr^Nkg^^  ,  (f9fi 


gumeiits  plausible. ->  ^at  lord  Yarmouth 
bad  fully  te6ti£ed  to  the  fact  stated  in  his 
Kiajest/s  declaration*     That  AobLa  lord's 
wriueo  evidence  waa  before  the  house,  and 
his  viv4  vofe  evideoce  was  before  the  coun- 
try (see  p.  1J49).  Was  not  that  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  noble  lord  ?  If  apj  man  assert* 
^d  that  the  proofs  lurnished  by  the,  docu- 
xnents  on.  tl>e  table  were  nugatory,  as  to  the 
fst^blishment  of  the  point  respecting  the 
^ti  pomdttisp  if  i^  were  argued  that  lord 
Yarmouth's  notes  were  inadequate,  and 
that  further  proof  was  demanded,  then  he 
yould  refer  to  the  words  of  lord  Yarpiouth 
«o  recently  delivered,  a^  the  best  possible 
proof  that  could  be  looked  fur  by  any  rea- 
i^onable  man,  as  a^iply  su^cient  to  supply 
any  omission  that  mig^t  appear  in  the 
papers  before  the  house,  l^d  as  forming 
the  most  complete  justiiSc^tion  of  those 
concerned  in  drawing  up  tha^  passage  in  the 
Declaration,  to  which  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite  had  thought  proper   to   object.-^ 
from,  this  point  the  nobU  lord  proceeded 
^o    t^   consideration    of.  pother,  up^n 
which  ^e  was  induced  to  rise :  he  meai^t  as 
%o  the  slur  which  had  been  cast  by  the 
poble  lo^d  opposite,  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  nejgo(:iq:tion*    Upon  this,  he  had  no 
kesiution  in  assorting  tbs^t  the  negociation 
vas  commenced  under  Uie  direction  of  a 
statesman  of  the  most  eminent  ability  i  of 
one  who  was  particularly  conversant  with 
this  departmeat  of  political  knowledge ;  of 
one  whp  was,  beyon<)any  comparison,  the 
aljlest  diplomatist  he  had   ^ver  known ; 
certainly  by  far  tbcf^test  he  hi^  ever  seen. 
Yet  the  tipble  lord,  apposite,  h^d  been 
(leased  to  find  fault  with  his  mode  of  pro- 
Ceeding,     But  that  Mr.  Fox  completely 
Vnder^tood  i\\e  general  practice  of  diplo- 
macy;  that  his  plan  ot  negociation  was 
precedented  and  wise,  and  that  the  noble 
lord  opposite,  mistated  that  praotice,  he  wa,s 
lully  prepared  to  maiotaio.    l>e.  doctrine 
laid  dpwn  by  the  noble  lord»  that  no  oego- 
piatiop  should  be  entered  into,  unless  the 
$rst  overtures  were  spe^ificaUy  committed 
to  writipg,  was,  he  would,  affirm,  entirely 
novel  and  iioprecedent^d.     Nothing  was 
^o  general  aa  to  commeoce  w^th  vofbal 
pommunic«^ioo8,  and  the^  .  tp  prpc^d  to 
written  document9«    la  ^hi^  ^nsjt^u^e  ^be 
first  pfopo^iUops  were  viade  vf  rbaHy*  but 
fhen  iQ  ey^ry  sub^equeut  dispatch  to  both 
lords  Yarmouth  and  Lauderdale,  it  was 
prescribed  to  have  their  propositions  coip- 
mitted  to  vritingf  and  there  waa  iio  dis- 
pa(ph  frairismitted  by  tl|osie  fiqb^  Iprda  to 


his  majesty's  mipisters  in  mh\^  it  did  nc(t 
appear  that  they  uniformly  dwelt  npoo  that 
potot.  Indeed  lord  Yarmonth  was  seql 
back  to  Paris  for  the  special  purpose  of 
liaving  the  communications  verbally  mad^ 
to  him  committed  to  writiug.  There  wp^ 
therefore,  po.  degree  of  incorrectness,  in* 
accur^cy,  or  lo^seness^  in  the  conduct  of 
this  negociation,  on  the  part  of  thia  coun* 
try,  whatever  might  have  been  the  iimscoot 
duct  of  France.  Unless,  indeed,  tlie  noble 
lord  opposite  could  allege  it  as  an  aocusa* 
tion  against  liis  majesty's  ministers  that 
the  French  govempient  had  receded  from 
their  first  propositions;  unless  be  cpuki 
sbeyr  tnat  our  government  manifested  a 
disposition  to  treat  upon  a  different  basisi 
or  had  ftctually  proposed  such  basis ;  or 
rather,  unless  he  could  cancel  from  the  re* 
collection  of  their  lordships  and  the  couu^ 
try  the  positive  directions  to  lord  Yar^ 
mouth  to  abandon  tho  negociation  altoge^r 
ther  if  the  Ffench  government  would  not 
treat  on  the  grounds  proposed  in  the  first 
instance,  it  was  in^possible  the  noble  lord 
could  make  out  the  chs^rges  he  had  endea-* 
voured  to  establish  against  the  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  ministers*.  So  precise  were 
minlstetrs  on  this  point,  that  lord  Yarmouth 
was.  instructed  not  to  produce .  his  full 
powers  to  the  French  minis^ra  Mjptil  the 
propositiqns  verbally  made  to  bim  should 
be  formally  confirmed  hyjbeing  committed 
to  writing ;  until  he  should  have  a  written 
document  from  the  French  government* 
The  circumsrance  of  tl^t  noble  lord's  ha- 
ving producfid  those  powers  before  his  in-? 
St  ructions  were  complied  with,  it  wiHS  now 
unnecessary  to  discuss;  whatever  might 
have  been  the  merits  of  that  transactioui 
sure  he  was.  that  no  one  would  question 
the  motives  of  that  noble  lord,  or  doubt 
for  a  moment  that  his  conduct  vv^s  actuated 
by  the  most  sincere' and  arde|ut  wishes  foe 
the  interests  of  his  country.  It  was,  bow, 
ever,  dear,  frofn  the  instructions  given  to 
that  nobleman,  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
used  every  means  to  obtain  from  the 
French  government  a  written  acknowledge^ 
inent  of  its  views,  as  stated' in  its  first, 
communicatiops  by  the  same  nobleman* 
For  that  purpose  lord  Lauderdale  was  sent 
to  Paria.  A^  least  tbt^  was  the  first  object 
to  which  be  waa  to  attend.  That  noble^ 
man'a  instructions  wer^ito  have  committed 
to  writing  the  first .  propositions  of  the 
French  government,,  including  of  coune 
the  uH  fH^tis^  or  ^^  to  return  to  £ng-i 
land^T-tShe  vt^  loiyj  conf^luded  with  ob^i 
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fierviagttbathe  T^as  induced  Xo  rise,  ^If 
with  a  view  ta  elucidate  the  two  points  al- 
luded to  by  tlie  noble  lord  opposite,  naoie.- 
ly,  with  regard  .to  the  statement  in  his.  ma- 
jesty's declaration  respecting  the  uti  fmsi- 
detiii  and  also  ia  regard  to  the  conduct, of 
the  negociation,  upon  both  which  -points 
)ie  hoped  that  he  had  succeeded  in  satisfy- 
ing the  house  that  the  noble  lord's  censures 
were  unfounded,  thf  t  the  statement  in  the 
I>eclaration  of  his  majesty  was  fully  sus- 
taiued^.by  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  that 
the « conduct  of  the  great  statesman  who 
was  now  no  more,  was  not  in  any  instance 
more  strongly  entitled  to  the  esteem,  the 
gratitude*  and.  the  admiration  of  his  coun- 
try— that,  instead  of  ha;ving  deserved  the 
<mi^e  of  inaccuracy  or  incirrectness,  his 
management  of  this  negociation  was  marked 
by  the  most  perfect  regularity. 

Lord  Eldonf  in  explanation,  disclaimed 
^hy  intention  of  casting  a  reflection  upon 
the  conduct  or  character  of  the  distin- 
guished statesman  alluded  to,  but  repeated 
Jiis  assertion,  that  in  the  correspondence 
vhich  took  place  from  March  to  June, 
there  was  not  one  word  about  the  uti  possi- 
dcth ;  and  took  occasion  to  observe,  that 
the.  instructions  to  lord  Yarmouth  were, 
not  that  he  should  insist  upon  the  tUi  possi- 
detiSf 'but  that  he  should  not  produce  his 
powers  unless  it  were  agreed  to  leave 
Sicily  in  possession  of  the  king  of  Naples, 

Lord  Lauderdale  expressed  his  happiness 
to  find,  that  the  address  before  the  house 
isras  likely  to  meet  with  their  lordships' 
unanimous  concurrence,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  could  not  help  observing,  that  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  a  vast  deal 
of  extraneous  matter  had  been  introduced, 
and  particulai^y  by  the  learned  lord  who 
spoke  last  but  one.  It  was  not,  however, 
his  intention  to  follow  that  learned  lord 
either  in  his  irrelevant  remarks,  or  in  that 
part  of  his  speech  which  had  relevancy  to 
the  subject  under  consideration.  He  could 
not  think  of  detaining  the  attention  of  the 
bouse  as  to  the  one,  and  the  able  and  im-r 
pressive  manner  in  which  the  cas&  had 
been  opened  by  his  ooble  friend  on  the 
bench  nelir  him  (lord  Grenville)  rendered 
it  ^uite  unnecessary  for  him  to  oiOfer  many 
observations  with  regard  to  the  other. 
He  did  not  rise,  therefore,  so  much  with 
the  intention  of  adding  any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  argument  to  what  the  house  had 
beard  from  his  noble  friend,  as  in  order  to 
g^ve  his  testimony  to  the  learned  lord  op- 
posite Qord  Eldon).    Bot,  before  he  pro- 


<:eeded  to  answer  that  learned  lerd^s  call, 
he  could  not  help  expressing  his  surprise 
that  it  had  been  made  at  alL  It  certainjf 
was  rather  singular  that  the  learned  lord 
should  apply  to  hini  for  evidence  after 
having  doubted  the  evidence  of  lord  Yai> 
mouth<^that  he.  should  deem  his  testi- 
mony of  any  account,  after  treating  that  of 
lord  Yarmouth  as  p^tfectly  nugatory. 
Passing  this  by,  however,  It  did  happen  that 
he  (lord  L.)  could  give  ample  evidence  to 
the  facts  questioned  by  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite. For,  independently  of  lord  Yar- 
mouth's haying  rejieatedly  stated  these 
facts .  to  him,  he  was  enabled  to  confirm 
them  from  other'  sources,  particularly 
from  his  own  conferences  with  the  minister 
of  France.  Without,  however,  any  corro* 
boration  from  his  testimony,  he  would  conr 
tend  that  the  notes  and  verbal  cqmmuni;- 
cations  of -lord  Yarmouth  were  quite  8uffi«> 
cient  to  sustain  the  assertions  complained 
of  in  his  majesty's  Declaration,  and  also 
to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  the  uegociation 
from  the  noble  lord's  charge  of  irregula. 
rity.  The  learned  lord  professed^  to  have 
read  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  no  doubt 
be  had  done  so  with  great  attention,  still  he 
seemed  to  have  overlooked,  or  but  slightly 
considered  the  dispatch  of  the  13th  o£ 
June  from  lord  Yarmouth  to  Mr.  Fox* 
There  tlie  noble  lord  repeated  the^ords  of 
M.  Talleyrand,  that  that  minister  had 
been  **  looking  out  for  some  means  by 
which  a  secret  and  confidential  communir 
cation  might  be  made,  explanatory  of  the 
sentiments  and  views  of  France,  as  welt 
as  the  outlines  of  the  terms  on  which  peace 
might  be  restored."  After  this  followed  an 
account  of  the  verbal  communication  of 
M.  Talleyrand.  Comparing  this  letter 
with  that  from  M.  Talleyrand,  o^  the  2d 
of  June,  the  propositions  assorted  by  hi^ 
noble  friend  in  opening  the  case,  appeared 
to  him  to  be  completely  made  out,  and  the 
objections  of  the  noble  lord  to  be  most  ex-* 
traordinary  indeed .  But  as  to  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Fox,  it  was  to  be  recollected,  thaf 
he  wrote  two  letters  on  the  14fh  of  June, 
the  one  in  reply  to  such  part  of  M.  Tal^ 
leyrand's  communication  as  was  written  ; 
and  the  other,  'presenting  lord  Yarmouth 
as  an  authorised  per^son  to  make  to  the 
French  minister  a  veibal  answer  to  such, 
verbal  communications  as  that  noble  lord 
was.  authorized  by  that  minister  to  convey 
to  this  country.  Could  any  fault  be 
found  by  any  candid  man,  with  that 
iQode  of  proceeding  on  the  score  of  regu« 
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hrity  ?  Certainly  not.    Bot  tbe  noble  lord 
'opposite  inferred  that  tbe  utijmsidetis  was 
not  insisted  upon  by  lord  Yarinooth.because 
Sicily  alone  was  mentioned.    He  called 
upon  the  noble  lord,  however,  to  examine 
the  dispatch  of  tbe  Ist  of  July.     There 
lord  Yarmouth  states,  that  in  a  conversa- 
tion with  M.  Talleyrand  be  mentioned  the 
iinpossibility  of  going  on  any  farther  upon 
the  outlines  of  peace  ^*  unless  be  should  re- 
turn to  the  former  grounds,  and  consider 
Sicily  in  its  true  sense—unless  he  came 
ftrictly  within   the  meaning  of  his  own 
vords."    To  what  then  could  this  refer 
but  to  some  general  proposition  before 
ttiade,  and  the  return  of  that  proposition 
'neas  easily  deducible  from  this  dispatch. 
The  existence  indeed  of  such  general  pro* 
Position  appeared  clearly  from  the  words  of 
M.  Talleyrand,  that  a  change  of  circum* 
stancf^  was  always  to  bef  considered  as  a 
reason  for  a  change  of  terms.    Further,  it 
was  to  be  observed,  that  tbe  change  then 
arose  out  of  the  opinion  which  Buonaparte 
bad  just  adopted,  that  Sicily  could  be  cap- 
tured by  him  with  ease.    Thus  the  French 
government  thought  proper  to  recede  from 
their  first  propositions.    In  this  instance 
indeed  they  avowed  and  attempted  to  jus- 
tify the  change,  and  in  terms  too  which 
pretty  intelligibly  implied  the  nature  of 
It.    For  why  insist  upon  Sicily  ?  because 
they  thought  the^  could,  get  it  into  their 
possession,  and  the  connection  of  posses- 
sion, with  the  avowed  change  of  terms  in 
this  instance,  led  at  least  to  a  natural  and 
obvious  inference  in  favour  of  the  argu- 
ment respecting  uti  possidetis.    But  there 
was  no  occasion  to  rest  tjpou  inferences. 
I^rd  Yarmouth  had,  in  his  presence,  stated 
to  M.  Talleyrand  himself,  the  original  pro- 
positions of  that  minute^  respecting    the 
^H'possidetk,  as  referred  to  in  his  majes- 
ty's  declaration,    without    meeting    any 
thing  like  a  denial.    The  learned  lord  op- 
Jrosite  would  admit,  that  there  was  a  very 
Iflaterial  difference  between  a  controversy 
as  to  the  inferences  deducible  from  a  pro- 
position, and  the  giving  a  distinct  contra- 
diction  to  the  proposition  itself.     Now, 
whatever  there  might  have  been  of  the  for- 
itier,  Talleyrand  never  uttered  any  thing 
at  all  approadnng  to  the  latter.     On  the 
contrary,  indeed,  lord  Yarmouth's  asser- 
tion appeared  evidently  from  the  language 
and  conduct  of  M.  Talleyrand  to  ascertain 
an  admitted  indisputable  fact,  as  to  the 
originai  basis  of  the  negociatiou.    But,  in 
order  to  controvert  tbe  statement,  that 


this  basis  referred  to  the  vfi  possidetiSt  the 
learned  lord  opposite  fixed  upon  the  first 
communication  from  France,  and  finding  in 
that  Buonaparte's  speech  to  His  senate,  in 
which  he  spoke  of  the  basis  of  tbe  treaty  of 
Amiens,  the  noble  lord  insisted  that  such 
was  the  probable  basts  originally  proposed 
by  tlie  French  government.  Now,  it  hap* 
pened  that  the  noble  lord  was  rather  some* 
what  confused  in  his  examination.  For 
the  uegociation  was  not  at  all  on  the  tapis 
at  tbe  time  this  speech  was  made,  and 
therefore  the  sentiment  quoted  from  it, 
had  no  connection  with  the  case  before  the 
house.  Indeed,  tbe  whole  was  confounding 
an  amicable  correspondence  between  two 
individuals,  one  of  whom  was  sincerely  an« 
xious  for  pei^e,  with  the  official  communis 
cations  of  public  ministers.^-Witb  respect 
to  the  continuance  of  the  negociation  after 
his  arrival  in  Parts,  he  referred,  for  the  jus* 
tification  of  his  conduct,  to  the  documents 
on  tbe  table,  confident  that  it  would  a'p* 
pear  from  tbem  that  lie  had  not  unnecessa- 
rily or  improperly  prolonged  bis  stay  after 
he  found  the  French  government  ntiwillm^ 
to  act  according  to  the  priucrples  opon 
which  alone  be  was  authorized  to  proceed ; 
therefore  no  charge  of  procraMination  was 
attributable  to  bim,  for  his  delay  at  Paris 
would  have  been  very  short  indeed,  wece 
it  possible  for  him  to  have  obtained  pass* 
ports  as  soon  as  be  applied  for  tbem.  Any 
time  that  he  remained  at  Pari^,  in  conse- 
quence of  apparently  pacific  ehauges  in  the 
conduct  and  tone  of  the  French  minister, 
and  particularly  in  consequence  of  the 
change  produced  by  the  intelligence  of  the 
non-ratification  of  the  Russian  treaty,  was 
dictated  by  an  anxious  desire  to  avail  him- 
self of  any  favourable  opportunity  that 
promised  to  secure  the  great  object  his 
mission  had  in  view,  and  in  tliat  to  secure 
the  honour  and  interests  of  his  country. 
With  regard  to  the  letter  alluded  to  by 
the  learned  lord  opposite,  he  could  say, 
that  during  bis  stay  in  Paris  he  experienced 
no  want  of  civility  whatever;  nor  did  he 
know  of  any  thing  difierent,  until  be  saw, 
in  this  country,  the  posthumous  letter  ad* 
dressed  to  bim  in  the  Moniteur.— Tbe  ad* 
dress  was  then  read  from  the  Woolsack, 
and  agreed  to,  ff^.JiV^.—- Adjourned  at  11 
o'clock. 


HbtysE  or  combions. 
/Vwfeiv,  January  *i. 
[MiKUTES.]    Mr.  Vansittart  brought  up 
the  Malt«I>aty  bill,  and  the  Peusxona  Duty 
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bill,  which  were  read  a  first  tune ;  he  then 
moved,  that  the  house  should  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  of  supply,  and  that  the 
account  of  Exchequer  bills,  presented  yes- 
terday to  the  house,  should  be  feferred  to 
the  said  committee*    The  Spealser  having 
left  the  chair,  Mr,  Vansittart  moved,  that 
10,500,000/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  for 
paying  off  10,500,000/.  raised  for  the  year 
1805,  by  Loans  on  Exchequer  bills  out- 
standing and  unprovided  for.— The  house 
resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  to*morrow.— Mr.  Adam  moved  to 
discharge  the  order  for  taking  the  Linlith- 
gow Election  into  consideration,  and  ap- 
point it  for  the  lOthof  March.^The  follow, 
ing  Election  Petitions  were  presented  and 
ordered  to  be   taken  into  consideration: 
Nottingham,   appointed  for  January  22; 
Shaftecbury,    for  March  8;   Culross,  for 
March  24;  Guildford,  for  March  5  ;  Lan- 
caster, for  March  10;  Taunton,  for  March 
10;    Melbourne-Port,    (2    petitions)    for 
March  10;    Honiton,    (3    petitions)    for 
March  12;  Chri^tchurch,  (2  petitions)  for 
March   12;    East  Loo,    for  Marcli    17; 
Newiy,  for  March  17;  Edinburgh  (City) 
for  March  26 ;  Dublin,  Shrewsbury,  Glas- 
gow, Malmsbury,   the  same  day  as  the 
ibriner  petitions. 

HOUS£  OF  COMMPNS* 

Saturday^  Januiarif  3. 
[Minutes.]  The  Speaker  acquainted 
the  house,  that  he  having  been  returned 
to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  University  of 
Oxford,  and  also  for  the  borough  of  Hev- 
tesbury,  it  was  necessary  that  he .  should 
SDake  his  election,  for  which  of  those 
places  he  would  serve ;  and>  therefore,  he 
informed  the  house  that  he  had  made  his 
election  to  serve  for  the  university  of  Ox- 
ford.-*-))^e  also  acquainted  the  house,  tha^ 
lie  had  received  a  letter  from  John  Low- 
tber,  esq.  who  had  been  returned  for  the 
-county  of  Cumberland,  and  also  for  the 
l>oro'Ugh  of  Cockermouth ;  stating,  that  be 
had  made  his  election  to  serve  for  the 
tounty  of  Cuniberknd.-^He  idso  informed 
the  house^  t(iat  be  had  received  a  letter 
Xrom  Sir  C,  Hawkins,  bart.  who  had  been 
feturned  for  th^  .boroughs  of  Grampound, 
M(cliael,aBd  t^^nrhyn,  against  which  letter 
i«Cum  a  i^tjtion  had/beeu  presented,  and 
Iheo  lay. pn  the  tfkble;  stating  that  he  bad 
pade  his  election  to  serve  for  the  boruugb 
of  Grampoundb^*He  also  informed  the 
Louse,  tb^t  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
itherigbt  hbb*  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  who  had 


been  returned  for  the  county  of  Kerry, 
and  also  for  the  borough  of  Tralee,  static|| 
that  he  made  his  election  to  serve  for  tha 
county  of  Kerry.— Mr.  Vansittart  informed 
the  house,  that  having  been  returned  for 
the  borough  of  Helleston,  and  a)so  for  the 
borough  of  Old  Sarum,  he  made  his  elec- 
tion to  serve  for  the  latter  place*— The  fol« 
lowing  new  Writs  were  then  moved  for: 
borough  of  .Cockermouth,  in  the  room  of 
J.Lowther,  esq.  who  had  made  hiselectioa 
to  serve  for  Cumberland ;  borough  of  Hasle* 
mere,  in  the  room  of  viscount  Garlies,  now 
earl  of  Galloway ;  borough  of  Tralee,  ia 
the  room  of  the  right  hon.  M.  Fitzgerald, 
who  had  made  his  election  to  serve  for 
Kerry  ;  borough  of  Helleston,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Vansittart  whd  had  made  his  eleo* 
tjon  to  serve  for  Old  Sarum  ;  borough  of 
St.  Michael,  in  the  room  of  F.  Vi^.  Trench, 
esq.  who  had  accepted  the  Chiltern  Hun* 
dreds ;  borough  of  Minehead,  in  the  room 
of  Sir  John  Lethbridge,  who  had  accepted 
the  office  of  steward  of  East  Hendred.— r 
Mr.  Freemantle  presented  a  petition  oa 
behalf  of  the  agent  for  the.  petitioner 
against  the  return  iqr  the  borough  of  Salt- 
ash,  praying  of  the  house  to  enlarge  the 
time  for  receiving  the  usual  recognizance. 
lit  stated,  that  the  recognizance  had  been 
transmitted  to  ^he  country  by  the  post,  in 
due  time  to  be  returned  to  town,  but  owing 
to  some  unaccountable  delay,  its  trans- 
mission back  to  town  had  been  delayed* 
The  Speaker  observed,  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  this 
subject.  By  a  resolution  of  the  house,  the 
recognizance  upon  a  petition,  complaining 
of  an  undue  election,  should  be  returned 
within  14  days  after  presenting  such  peti- 
tion ;  this  had  not  been  done  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  but  a  reason  had  been  stated  for 
this  delay ;  it  was  therefore  his  duty  tp 
lay  the  facts  before  the  house,  that  the 
house  might  consider  whether  there  wer^ 
sufficient  grounds  for  admitting , the  receipt 
of  such  petition.  The  question  was  then 
put  upon  bringing  up  the  petition,  and 
carried,  nem-con.  The  petition  being  then 
read,  the  time  for  returning  the  recogni- 
zance was  ^nlarg^d  untii  Wednesday  u^xt» 

BOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Mondai/f  January  5. 
[Thetford  Election.]  Mr.  WKUbread 
moved  for  discharging  the  order  for  taking 
the  petition  into  consideration  on  the  27  tb 
instant,  for  the  purpose  of  gooving  lis  con- 
sijderation  Qu  a  i^fXatu  daj.    The  grounds 
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that  be  stated  for  this  motion  were,  that 
ihere  was  a  number  of  persons  who  voted 
Ibat  *were  supposed  to  have  no  legal  right 
io  vote,  and  that  therefore  it  was  advise* 
fible  to  try  the  legality  of  their  votes  in 
the  usual  manner,  bv  movine  a  quo  war- 
ranto in  the  Court  ot  King'sBehch.  There 
liad  not  hitherto  been  sufficient  time 
for  trying  the  validity  of  those  votes  in 
that  manner,  as  the  election  was  on  the 
4th  of  November,  and  the  last  term  eitded 
On  the  €6th.  The  object  of  hi»  motion 
was,  therefore,  such  a  delay  as  would  al- 
low time  for  the  question  to  be  determined 
by  a  court  of  law.  He  should  therefore 
afterwards  move,  that  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  be  postponed  until  the  12th  of 
February 

'  '  Mv.Mingay  declared,  that  ^^  rose  under 
considerable  trepidation  and  alarm.    If  he 
Were  to  say  that  it  was  diffidence,  at  pre 
anting  himself  to  a  public  assembly,  such 
at  declaration  from  a  man  of  his  years,  and 
of  his  former  professional  habits,    would 
draw  down  ridicule ;  but  he  felt  seriously 
distressed,  when  he  considered  that  he  was 
jio    personally   and    pointedly    attaciced. 
Until  yesterday  he  had  not  the  slightest 
idea  that  any  member  of  that  house  would 
bring  fbrward  such  a  motion.    Although  it 
was  true,    that  the  election  of  Thetford 
was  on  the  4th  of  November,  yet  the  fact 
was,  that  Hie  point  now  at  issue  had  been 
settled  five  years  ago,  and  bad  been  ever 
isince  acquiesced  in.    It  was  not  one  term 
alone  that  the  petitioners  had  had  to  try 
the  law  of  the  question,  but  every  term 
aiuce  the  year  1801    they    might    have 
brought  it  forward,  if  they  had  thought 
proper.    The  question    went   to  nothing 
less  than  tearing  to  pieces  the  corporate 
rights  of  tiat  borough,  and  dissolving  the 
Corporation.    This  was  a  petition  that  the 
house  woxild  not  shew  peculiar  favour  to  ; 
and  he  hoped  they  would  not  let  it  hang 
for  ever  over  his  head,  as  he  believed  the 
real  object  of  the  petitioners  was  to  keep 
him  as  long  in  hot  water  as  possible.    It 
was  the  death  of  an  old  alderman  (his  bro- 
ther) that  occasioned  this  petition.  '  There 
were  complaints  now  of  what  a  man,  who 
was  alderman^  and  afterwards  mayor  of 
the  town,  had  don^  ip  1801,  2,  3.  A  great 
,part  of  the  voters  that  bad  been  made 
during  that  time  were  now  sought  to  be  dis- 
franchised ^    There  was  however,  no  objec- 
tion made  to  the  votes  made  by  Chi^  alder- 
Ynan  in  1 801 » and  yet^  after  so  many  years, 


a  supposed  irregularity,  snch  a  number  of 
voters,  as  would  in  fact  change  the  corpo« 
ration  itself.  After  distinguishing  this  case 
from  the  cases  of  Harwich  and  East  Ret* 
ford,  he  hoped  the  house  would  not  now 
establish  such  a  precedent  for  attacking 
corporate  bodies. 

Mr.  Whithrtad  was  not  conscious  of 
having  said  any  thing  which  the  hon.  gent, 
was  justified  in  considering  as  a  personal 
attack  on  himself.  The  question  was  mere- 
ly a  legal  question,  whether  »  certain  de* 
scription  of  persons  had  or  had  not  the 
right  of  voting.  If  they  had,  the  hon. 
gent,  was  secure  of  his  seat;  if  they  had 
not,  he  would  of  course  be  removed  from 
his  seat.  He  could  not  suppose  the  object 
of  the  petition  was  by  any  means  to  harass 
him,  or  keep  him,  as  he  had  expressed  it, 
in  hot  water.  Although  it  was  possible 
that  for  the  last  5  years,  illegal  votes  might 
have  been  received,  yet,  if  theHaW  was  not 
discovered  until  the  last  electioh,  the  petw 
tioners  were  in  sufficient  time. 

Mr.  Mingay  agaiir  stated,  that  it  was  not 
one  term  only  that  they  had  lain  by,  but  it 
was  five  years  and  one  term.  He  was, 
therefore,  against  the  motion  for  dischar^ 
ging  the  order. 

Mr.  Bragge  Bathnrst  considered  that  the 
house  had  hardly  sufficient  materials  to 
decide  on,  having  only  two  contradictory 
statements.  He  thought,  however,  that  as 
to  this  flaw,  which  had  been  only  disco- 
vered the  other  day,  the  courts  of  law 
would  be  as  slow  to  lend  themselves  to 
the  overturning  corporate  rights  as  the 
committees  of  the  house  of  commons. 

The  Jttornet/'General  had  no  objection 
to  the  delay  of  a  fortnight,  which  was  all 
that  was  asked  for  in  the  first  instance,  but 
he  could  not  see  why  the  petitioners  suf- 
,fered  all  the  last  term  to  pass  over  without 
moving  for  a  writ  of  quo  warranto.  This 
Was  all  they  could  do  in  the  course  of  the 
next  term,  and  that  would  6e  very  ^ 
from  deciding  the  question. 

Mr.  Whitbread  observed,  that  the  delay 
of  a  fortnight  was  all  he  asked  in  the  first 
instance,  and  if,  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
he  could  not  lay  sufficient'  grounds  iot 
postponing  it  further,  the  hoyseof  conr«c 
would  not  consent  to  put  it  off  fonger. 

Mr.  ttose  considered  that  it  iWa>  likely^ 
that  postponing  it  upon  the  guilds  that 
were  stated,  would  make  it  netefesfiflry  ,th^ 
it  should  be  postponed  so  !ohg,  ttii^  * 
could  not  be  determined  in  the  coorse  c« 


the  petitiDoers '  wish^  to  disfranchise,  on<  the  present  session. 
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Lord  ifowick  observed,  tbat  it  would  be 
Extremely  incoitvenient  that  the  house 
fihoold  tbat  night  divide  upon  the  question : 
he  therefore  |>roposed  the  debate  should 
be  adjourned  until  to-morrow.  This  pro- 
position was  accordingly  agreed  to. 

[Negociat^on  wiTPfl  France.] 
•i—  Lord  Howkk^  having  moved   that  the 
Papers  presented  to  the  house  on  the  g2d 
of  December  last  (see  p.  91)  relating  to  the 
Negociation  with  France,  b6  now  taken  into 
considerati^on,  rose,* and  addressed  the  house 
as  follows  >— -Mr,  Speaker,  the  Papers  which 
have  been  laid  before  the  house  in  conse- 
quence of  bis  majesty's  gracious  command 
for  that  purpose^  having  now  been  for  a 
Considerable  time  under  Consideration,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  offer  that  proposition 
to  the  house  which  has  been  usual  oh  si- 
xAilat  occasions ;  namely,  a  motion  for  an 
humble  address  to  his  majesty,  esTpressive 
of  such  sentiments  as  the  house  may  think  . 
fit  to  convey  to  the  throne,  after  a  careful 
review  of  the  whole  of  this  most  important 
question.    In  rising  to  perform  this  duty, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  not  to  experience 
many  painful  feelings:  in  the  first  placer- 
regret,   deep  fiuid   lasting  regret,  for  the 
fkilure  of  an  effort  sincerely  directed  to 
the  restoration  of  peace  to  this  country  and 
to  Europe,  aggravated  a!s  that  failure  has 
been  by  the  increased  difficulties  which  the 
rapid  succession  of  the  most  fatal  events 
has  since  opposed  to  the  restoration  of 
peace.      But,   sir,  connected  with  these 
feelings,  peculiarly  affecting  to  myself,  is 
anothei:  event  which  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  pass  by  unnoticed,  for  it  is  impossible 
for  me  not  to  fecoHect  by  whom  this  busi- 
ness would  have  been  detailed  to  this  house, 
but  for  the  dispensation  of  Providence.    It 
is  impossible  for  me  to  speak  a  word  upon 
ibis  occasion,  either  as  to  the  effort  itself, 
or  the  failure  of  it,  without  recollecting  the 
great  and  irreparable  loss  the  country  has 
Sustained  in  the  death  of  tbat  loved  friend 
and  instructor,  without  whose  guidance 
and  support  I  have  no  confidence  in  my 
own  strength.     It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
forget  wliiat  he  was,  and  what  f  am.     In 
detailing  his  efforts,  and  defending  his  con- 
duct, I  feel  more  than  ever  my  own  insufijl^ 
ciency  for  the  performance  of  the   task 
which  be  alone  could   adeqpately  fulfill. 
If  any  thing  cati  support  me  under  such 
apprehensions,  and  upon*  such  an  occasion, 
it  is  the  knowledge  I  have  of  those  princi- 
ples, as  connected  with  this  subject^  which 
be  held  invariably  until  he  ceased  for  ever 
Vol.  VIII. 


to  think  of  any  thing  in  this  life,  of  his 
opinions,  as  to  the  means  to  be  used"  fbf 
the  purpose  of  restoring  peace  and  pro- 
sperity to  this  country.  It  is  that  knowledge 
which  alone  can  enable"  me,  or  rather  en- 
courage   me  adequately  to  perform  the 
duty  which!  owe  to  his  memory,  to  this 
house,  and  to  the  public^    Sir,  if  F  could 
be  confident  of  a  general  concurrence  in 
this  house  on  this  subject,  steh  as  I  believe 
to  prevail  abroad  ^  or  if  I  could  even  trust 
that  this  house  would  follow  the  example 
of  the  other  house  of  parliament  in  the 
unanimity  of  its  vote,  my  task  would  in* 
deed  be  grateful  and  easy;  but  I  know 
too  we)},  the  severity  of  criticism  which  I 
have  to  expect  from  some  quarters  in  this 
house,  and  I  am  too  apprehensive  of  a  ra« 
dical  difference  of  opinion,  to  entertain 
that  confidence,  or  to  think  there  will  be 
any  such  unanimity  of  sentiment  in  this' 
house,  as  to  the  result  of  the  negociation; 
1  shall  therefore  endeavour,   by  as  cleap 
and  detailed  an  exposition  as  I  can  make 
of  the  facts,  to  shew,  that  as,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  king's  government  has,    in  no 
instance,   committed  the  honour   of  tlie 
crown,  by  any  manifestation  or  disposition 
to  make  improper  concessions  and  sacrifices 
so,  on  the  other,  it  hai  neglecteil  no  means 
within  its  power  to  conclude  such  a  peace 
as  was  consistent  with  the  honour,   pro- 
sperity, and  interests  of  the  country.     I  do' 
not  know  whether,  on  the  present  occasion, - 
it  will  be  necessary  to  shew  to  the  house 
that,  at  the  time  of  opening  the  late  nego- 
ciation, peace  \yas  in  itself  desirable.  This, 
as  a  general  proposition,  is  always  true ; 
peace  is  always  desirable**    The  only  true 
and  legitimate  end  of  war  is  a  safe  and 
honourable  peace.     But  the  question  will- 
be,  whether  we*  stood  in  a  situation,  at  the 
moment  of  opening  the  negociation,  that 
we  could  open  it  with  a  hope  of  obtaining 
such  terms  as,  under  all  circumstances,  the 
country  had  a  right  to  expect/    I  think  it 
will  hardly  be  denied,  that  after  the  failure 
of  the  third  coalition,  after  the  fatal  day 
of  Austerlitz,  peace,  if  it  could  have  been 
obtained  without  any  important'  sacrifices, 
which  should  place  us  in-  a  worse  situation 
as  to  the  renewal  ^f  a'^ar  to  which  we 
might  be  provoked  by  the  injustice  of  the 
enemy— if  such  a  peace  could  have  been 
obtained,  I  think  that,  merely  with  a  view 
to  the  temporary  repose  of  the  world,  it 
would .  have  been  desirable.     If  it  would 
have  been  desirable,  then,  upon  what  prin« 
ciple  ought'  the  negociation  to  have  been 
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entered  mto  ?  And  here  I  must  refer  to  the 
principle  stated  in  Mr.  Fox's  first  letter  to  M . 
Talleyrand,  in  answer  to  the  first  overture, 
**  that  a  peace,  to  be  advantageous  to  the 
two   countries^  should  be  negociated   on 
principles  honourable  to  both,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  of  a  nature,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  secure  the  future  tranq^uillity  of  Europe." 
This  principle  is  what  I  wish  the  house  to 
keep  in  mind,  because  it  is  that  which  was 
invariably  pursued  by  his  majesty's  minis-'' 
ters.     It  was  that  which  they  made  the 
basis. of  tlie  uegociation.     They  insisted, 
first,  that  we  should  treat  ia  conjunction 
with  our  ally  the  emperor  of  Russia ;  and, 
in'  the  nexl  place,  that   the  negociation 
should   be  conducted  upon   the  basis  of 
actual  possession,   because  they   thought 
that   a  negociatiou,    to    be    honourable, 
should  be  equal,  andi,    to  be  equal,r  it  is 
necessary  that  at   the  outset  each  party 
should  ackaowledge  that  neither  is  in  a 
situation  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  pur- 
chasing, peace  of  the  other   on  tern>s    of 
humiliation,   or  any  otlier  disadvantage; 
and  this  I  say  results  as  a  necessary  corol- 
lary from  that  principle  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Fox,  in  the  outset,  in  his  answer  to  the 
overture  of  M.  Talleyrand  for  peace,  that 
the  peace  should  be  honourable  to  both 
countries  and  their  respective  allies,  and 
secure,  as  far  as  possible,  the   tranquillity 
of  Europe^    Then  let  us  see  how  this  mat- 
ter stands  at  the  outset  of  the  negociation. 
A  right,  hoB.  geat.  (Mr.  Canning)  upon  a 
former  occasion  said,,  that  there  were  three 
points  to  be  made  out  by  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters :  First,  that  the  firsft  overture  came 
from  the  enemy ;  next,  that  the  negociation 
vihs  instituted  on  the  basis  of  actual  pos< 
session  y  thirdly,  that  we  should  act  only 
in  concert  with  our  allies.     Sir,  as  to  the 
first  point,^!  think  it  bas  been  proved.  I  do 
not  know'w&ether  the  r%ht  hon*  gent, 
means  to  recur  to  the  truly  fanciful  argu- 
ment he  threw  out,  that  we  should  shew 
something  that  caiMe  from  the  French  go- 
vernoieni,  prior  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Fox, 
on  the  subject  of  the  assassin^    t  should 
suppose  he  does  not'  think  it  necessary  1 
should  shew  the  existence  of  such  a  fact. 
In  answer  to  that  letter  there  came  an  over- 
ture for  a  friendly  discussion ;.  that  is  stated 
to  have  been  the  first  overture^  and  it  was 
made  by  the  enemy  uppn  a  diierent  basis 
than  that  which  was  afterwards  adopted. 
It  was  proposed  that  the  basis  should  be 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 
What  was  the  answer?  It  was,  thai  it  was  [ 


a  basis  which  could  not  conduct  the  nc- 
gociaiion  to  any  salutary  end,  because  the 
basis  of  that  treaty  wa»  so  undefined  and 
liable  to  cavil,  that  we  should  dispute  about 
the  basis  itself^  Accordingly,  M.  Talley- 
rand, in  his'answei',  gives  up  the  question 
almost  in  words  ^  he  says,  that  he  does  not 
think  any  of  the  articles  of  that  treaty  were 
the  cause  of  the  war.^  Throughout  the 
whole  of  his  letter  he  expressly  admits, 
that  actual  possession  was  to  be  the  basis 
of  the  negociation,'  for  he  tells  you,  that 
France  desires  nothing  that  Ei)gland  pos- 
sesses ;  he  wishes'  that  the  ncgociatlbn  may 
be  conducted  on  principles  of  reciprocal 
equality.  He  states  that  France  is  a  great 
power  on  the  continent,  England  is  a  great 
power  by  sea,  and  that  France  would  make 
such  concessions  as,  from  the  naval  supe-' 
riority  of  England,  she  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect. In  consequence  of  this  admission 
the  negociation  was  opened.  Satisfactory 
as  the  letter  of  M.  Talleyrand  was  in  this 
respect,  it  however  contained  another 
point  not  to  be  passed  over,  for  it  was  then 
proposed  by  the  government  of  France 
that  we  should  treat  separate  from  our 
allies.  This,  Mr.  Fox  rejected  at  once. 
He  rejected  every  idea  of  separating-  the 
interests  of  this  country  and  Russia.  This 
produced  an  answer  from  Talleyrand.  The 
discussion  now  was,  the  propriety  of  oui? 
insisting  upon  a  joint  uegoeiation.  It  was 
contended  by.  M.Talleyrand,  that  we  were 
the  allies  of  the  po>^ers  of  the  continent 
for  some  purposes,  but  not  for  others— ^ 
that  the  war  was  not  one  war,  but  two  wars 
: — that  there  was  not  only  a  war  on  the  con-- 
tinent,  but  a  war  at  sea— >-that  we  were  not 
the  allies  of  Russia  ;  forgetting  what  had 
been  so  often  said  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, thai  wc  were  the  instigators  of  all  tlie 
wars  on  the  coXi tinent;  and  forgetting  the 
glorious  achievements  of  lord  Nelson  and 
sir  Richard  Strachan.  Tliree  or  four  lines 
of  Mr.  Fox  overturned  all  the  lengthened 
sophisms  of  M.  Talleyrand^  Thus  we 
stand,  on  the  20th  of  Aprily  with  a  refusal 
to  treat,  except  in  eonjcmctibn  with  our 
allies.  Then,  what  has  b^n  done  that 
should  have  had  any.  ulterior  effect  uponr 
the  negociation  ?  £very  one  must  see  that 
Mr.  Fox  thought  the  negociation  at  that 
time  at  an  end.  Thiis  was  coi^firdi^ed  by  the 
long  intervf^I  of  silence  which  afterwards 
ensued. — I^e^e,  then,  t  would  ask,  whether 
up  to  this  period  of  the  negociation  there 
is  any  thing  which  any  man  can  blanae,  any 
thing  'which  were  it  to  do,  any  man  would 
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cTioose  to  alter  ?  A  right  hon.  gent,  indeed, 
did  choose  to  taunt  ministers  on  a  former 
occasion  with  their  simplicity  and  creduHty, 
and  affected  to  ridicule  their  diplomacy. 
But  is  tins  what  the  right  hon.  gent,  thinks 
deserving  of  ridiculed  If  it  be  true  that 
ministers  had  claimed  from  the  country 
the  praise  of  good  faith,  and  dignity  in  con- 
duct, and  of  openness  and  simplicity  in 
diplomatic  language,  Mr.  Fox's  correspon- 
dence with  Talleyrand  might  be  hejd  forth 
as  their  title  to  that  merit,'  If  the  people 
of  this  country  had  expected  to  see  a  noble 
simplicity  of  thought  and  expression,  com- 
bined with  the  most  dignified  manliness  of 
proceeding,  distinguish  their  diplomacy, 
iTiey  would  find  the  model  in  Mr.  Fox's 
letters.  If  the  people  of  England  expec- 
ted to  see  a  commanding  superiority  of 
genius  displayed  in  its  diplomatic  transac- 
tions ;  if  they  wished  to  see  the  honour  of 
their  country  strongly  contrasted  with  that 
of  France,  could  they  wish  for  a  better  in- 
stan(;e  than  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Fox 
with  M.  Talleyrand  ?  (hear!  hear!)  I  am 
glatl  to  perceive  this  opinion  ratified  by 
that  of  this  hojuse,  as  I  ant  convinced  it 
must  be  by  tlve  judgment,  not  only  of  this 
country,  but  of  ajl  Europe  and  of  posterity. 
—After  Mr.  Fox's  letter  of  the  20th  April, 
the  negociation  seemed  to  be  at  an  end, 
as  no  answer  was  received  till  the  4th  of 
June,  about  which  lime  also  lord  Yar* 
mouth  arrived  from  Paris.  The  letter  of 
M.  Talleyrand,  then  received,  reverts  ge- 
nerally to  former  discussions,  and  does  «ot 
distinctly  admit,  either  the  basis  of  actual 
possession,  or  that  we  should  negociate 
jointly  \yith  Russia ;  though,  in  point  of 
fact,  it  wa6  accompanied  with  a  direct  over- 
ture, satisfactory  on  both  these  grounds. 
Talleyrand,  however,  proposes  to  recur  to 
the  precedent  of  178'2,  though,  indeed,  he 
evidently  misapprehends  the  true  nature 
of  that  proceeding,  yet  it  is  nevertheless 
true,  that  lord  Yarmouth  came  over  dis- 
tinctly authorized  to  make  an  offer  of  ne- 
gociation on  the  basis  of  actual  possession, 
and  to  be  carried  on  jointfy  with  Russia. 
This,  indeed,  accounts'  for  the  delay  which 
had  intervened.  M.  Talleyrand  sent  for 
lord  Yarmouth,  and  told  him  that  he  had 
been  looking  for  a  person  to  carry  a  confi* 
dential  communication  to  the  British  go. 
Ternroent.  It  is  clear,  from  this,  that  Tal- 
leyrand was  unwilling  to  commit  himself 
in  writing,  particularly  respecting  Hanover, 
^nd  for  that  reason  delayed  sending  the 
letter  of  the  2ci  of  June  till  it  Was  accom- 


panied with  an  explanation  of  points  he 
considered  too  delicate  to  be  in  the  first 
instance  put  into  a  dispatch.  Upon  this 
point  the  evidence  of  lord  Yarmouth  is 
full  and  decisive  ;  and  after  his  explana*- 
tion  in  the  house  a  few  dajrs  ago,  it  is  im- 
possible for  any  man  seriously  to  doubt 
that  he  was  fully  authorized  by  the  French 
minister  to  offer  the  uH  possidetisy  SLtid,  in , 
substance,  joint  negociation.  I  beg,  there* 
fore,  that  gentlemen  will  resort  to  this  the 
best  evidence,  and  not  carp  at  iany  parti- 
cular €XpressioBS  i«  lord  Yarmouth's  com- 
munication of  the  13th  of  June,  a  paper 
not  drawn  up  with  technical  precision,  nor 
intended  for  the  public,  but  as  a  memo- 
randum In  the  office  of  foreign  affairs.  Will 
it  then  be  denied  that  lord  Yarmouth 
brought  for  the  consideration  of  ministers 
an  offer  of  negociation  on  the  basis  of  the 
uti  possidetis  and  jointly  witli  Russia?  Is 
not  the  testimony  of  lord  Yarmouth  suffi- 
cient ?  But  is  not  lord  Yarmouth's  under- 
standing, that  the  proposal  of  France  was 
such  as  he  had  described  it,  proved  by  the 
whole  tenour  of  the  papers  on  the  table?  In 
the  first  conversation  lord  Yarmouth  had 
with  Talleyrand,  does  the  latter  deny  those 
points  ?  No ;  he,  indeed,  by  his  silence 
admits  them,  and  only  says,  that  as  circum- 
stances had  changed  greatly,  he  did  not 
consider  himself  bound  to  the  extent  of 
former  proposals ;  that  Russia  was  'nego« 
ciating  separately,  and  Sicily  had  been 
found  indispensable  to  Naples.  Such  are 
the  topics  advanced  by  M.  T^leyrand,  but 
never  does  he  deny  what  lord  Yarmouth 
asserts.  Nay,  in  a  subsequent  conference, 
when  the  acknowledgement  of  the  French 
titles  and  establishments  is  waved,  it  is  pro-» 
posed  that  Sicily  should  be  given  up  for 
Hanover;  thus  in  substance  recognizing 
the  basis  of  uti  possidetis,  by  proposing  that 
we  should  give  up  for  an  eqifivalent  that 
which  it  was  agreed  should  be  ceded  purely 
and  simply.  The  fact  was  never  denied* 
though  the  terms  were  often  changed. 
There  are,  indeed,  some  expressions  iu  one 
of  the  notes  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries, 
which  indeed  seem  to  contradict  the  fact 
of  the  basis  of  actual  possession  having 
been  admitted.  It  is  said  that  such  a  thing 
never  could  have  entered  Buonaparte's 
head,  and  that,  if  he  had  negociated  oa 
such  a  basis,  he  must  have  continued  in 
possession  of  Moravia,  Austria,  &c.  for- 
getting that  at  the  time  of  this  negociation 
the  French  were  in  possession  of  none  of 
thosQ  objects^  and  their  argument^  are  so 
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«b6urd  tiiey  betray  the  coosciousoess  of  a 
bad  cause.Y— Cao  any  one  doubt  then  that 
tbe  baiia  of  actual  posMsston  was  proposed  < 
by  the  French  ?  Can  it  be  denied  at  leastj 
that  we  understood  that  to  be  the  basis  i 
Is  there  any  trace  of  our  haying  at  any 
period  admitted  another?  Look  at  Mr. 
Fox's  l^ter  of  tbe  iith  July,  in  which  he 
instructs  lord  Yarmouth  to  put  an  ^nd  to 
the  discussion  if  the  French  goi^emment 
will  not  ^'  reyert  to  its  original  proposals 
with  which  your  lordship  was  charged." 
Here  I  ought  to  take  notice  of  a  slight 
omission  in  the  papers,  which  escaped  my 
notice  till  poiuted  out.  I  had  thought  that 
the  words  '<  nous  ne  vout  dtmandons  rien" 
which  lord  Yarmouth  mentioned  as  used 
by  Talleyrand,  and  which  Mr.  Fox  says 
had  hsen  employed  by  M.  Talleyrand  in 
one  of  his  letters  ^o  him»  were  actually  in 
a  letter  amoiig  the  papers  on  tbe  table.  It 
has  been  observed  to  me^  however,  that 
Mr.  Fox  was  too  accurate  to  quote  words 
which  had  not  been  used,  though  tbe  senti- 
oient  is  found  in  substance  in  M.  Talley- 
rand's  second  letter.  In  reality  it  has  been 
discovered,  tbat  in  tbe  private  letter  of  M 
Talleyrand,  the  latter  uses  tbe  very  words 
in  question,  accompanied  with  oiher  ex- 
presuons  ^q>lanatary  of  them,  such  as 
^  thattbe  emperor  had  now  greatly  changed 
bis  views  of  things,  and  was  convinced  that 
the  gi'eatness  of  England  was  compatible 
with  the  greatness  of  France,''*&c.  Clear 
it  is,  however,  that  ministers  acted  upon 
the  supposition  that  France  offered  the 
basis  of  actual  possession. — I  might  now 
9sk  igentlemen  upon  tbe  other  side,  what 
conduct  weought  to  have  pursued  ?  Having 
ppeeeited  a  verbal  offer,  do  th«y  think  tbat 
we  onght  rhrily  and  peremptorily  to  have 
reject»i  it,  though  it  was  desirable  to  ne- 
gudalT,  and  if  possible,  to  conclude  peace? 
i^o  they  think  such  a  course  would  have 
l^eserved  or  obtained  the  approbation  of 
this  house,  of  this  country,  or  of  Europe  ? 
A  noble  lord  opposite  remarked,  i)bat  we 
ought  toiMbiris  obtained  an  acknowledgement 
in  writing,  of  the  basis;  and  something  of 
the  same  sort  has  b^en  said  by  an  eminent 
statesman  in  another  place.  But  is  it  in 
tlie  nature  of  tilings,  is  it  consistent  with 
(the  ordinal^  course  of  sucli  tnansactions, 
Chat  toch  an  acksowiedgemeut  jn  writing 
can  in  the  iirst  instance  be  dem^Aded  or 
f^btaioed  ?  -Has  it  not  been  usual  in  all 
iimes  •ndcoQu^ies,  that  negoci^tions  have 
confimenced  with  some  such  unofficial  pro? 
eeedings  f  And,  iudeed^  in  proportion  to 


tbe  difficulty  of  the  occasion,  and  the  no- 
velty of  circumstances,  to  which  assuredly 
the  present  can  form  no  exception,  it  must 
happen  that  these  unofF.cial  proceedings 
must  take  place*  If  such  dry,  peremptory 
rejection  of  overtures  of  this  nature,  as  th^t 
recommended,  were  to  be  given,  it  would 
encumber  with  pew  diHicu hies,  that  which 
with  every  IkciUty  is  already  so  difficult,  and 
pe^e  would  be  rendered  almost  impos- 
sible.-^But,  without  referring  •  to  prece- 
dents of  the  best  times,  and  the  examples 
of  the  most  skilful  negociators,  I  will  prove 
from  instances,  which  some  of  the  gentle^  ' 
men  opposite  will  not  dispute,  that  matters, 
fully  as  important  ^s  the  offer  of  a  basis  of 
negociation,  have  been  considered  per* 
fectly  proper  and  authentic,  ivben  presented 
in  verbal  communication,  I  will  shew,  tb^t 
an  utimaium  in  a  negociation,  previous  to 
a  rupture,  an  occasion  surely  not  less  imv 
portaut  than  that  under  consideration,  was 
deemed  by  lord  Ilawkesbury  perfectly  re- 
gular. I  have  now  in  my  hand  the  docu- 
hients  respecting  the  rupture  with  France, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  war.  It  is 
needless  now  to  slate  wb^t  my  own  opini<v 
ons  were  respecting  that  transaction,  but 
on  this  point  at  least  I  never  saw  any  thing 
to  disapprove,  At  ilie  time  alluded  to, 
however,  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagb)  was 
a  member  of  the  cabinet,  and  is  respon« 
sible  for  any  transaction  to  which  his  sane* 
tion  was  required.  The  learned  gent. 
(Mr.  Perceval)  was  likewise  committed  to 
the  approbation  of  the  measures,  and  of 
the  negociations  which  preceded  that  rup* 
ture,  and  defended  them  in  parliatnent. 
Another  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Caoning)t 
indeed,  is  not  so  n^ucb  implicated  in  this 
proceeding,  as  he  was  not  much  in  the 
habit  of  approving  the  conduct  of  that  ad« 
ministration,  and  though  disposed  rather  to 
arraign  their  conduct,  yet  he  never  ex- 
pressed any  disapprobation  of  this  p^rti* 
cular.  point.  I  find,  however,  that  lord 
Whitworth  insisted  upon  three  articles, 
which  he  had  been  instructed  to  demand 
as  ibe  vllimaf urn.  M.  Talleyrand. desired 
that  the  articles  in  question  should  be  prer 
sented  formally  in  writing,  with  which, 
however,  lord  W,  declined  to  comply.  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  in  writing  to  him  on  the  sub» 
ject,  mentions  that  it  had  been  left  to  his 
discretion  to  make  the  communication  in 
the  way  he  might  consider  most  advano 
tageotts,  and  be  was  authorized  to  do  so. 
When  we  thep  received  a  verbal  commu^ 
nipatioo  from    the  Freni^h    governmenty 
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4>ugbt  we  at  oace  to  have  €ftlled  them 
rogues  and  traitors,  and  refused  to  have 
jany  &rtber  intercourse,  xh*  ought  we  to 
have  got  that  verbal  commanication  turned 
into  writing?  Lord  Uawkesbiiry  saw  no 
iinprQf)Fiety  in  ^giving  M.  Taiheyrand  the 
written  communieatioQ  he  asked;  and  we 
did  nothing Ninore  than  what  M.  Tal- 
leyrand had  done  when  lord  VVhit- 
wortb  made  a  verbal  conununtcation  ;  he 
used  no  invective,  he  only  asked  it  to 
be  put  in  writings  The  steps  subsequent 
to  lord  Varmouth's  communication  had 
no  other  view,  at>d  unless  we  had  re- 
solved to  give  a  rude,  peremptory  refusal, 
and  to  depart  from  uniform  diplomatic 
precedent,  we  could  take  do  other  course 
than  that  which  the  documents  on  the  table 
shew  us  to  have  pursued^  To  the  written 
letter,  a  written  aoawer  was < returned.  To 
the  verbal  communication,  a  verbal  answer 
was  made,  and  lord  Yarmouth  returned  to 
Paris  with  instructions  to  ascertain  tbe  sin- 
cerij^  of  tbe  offer,  and,  in  ilte  regular  pro- 
gress of  tlie  affair,  to  obtain  its  ibrmal  ac«> 
knowledgement.-r-Here'l  must  correct  a 
mistake  which  appears  to  have  arisen  upon 
this  point.  When  lord  Yarmouth  went 
over  to  Paris,  he  was  not  authorised  to  in^- 
sbt  upon  an  acknowle4gement  in  writing, 
of  the  offer  he  had  hrst  brought  to  this 
iroontry  ;  because,  in  fact,  lord  Y.  having 
&o  powers,  ooiiUd  not  ask  or  expect  such 
an  official  communication.  But  the  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  basis  being  made,  and 
his  powers  produced,  the  authentic  writr 
ten  communication  of  tbe  proposed  basis 
must  immediately  have  followed.  Lord 
Yarmouth  was  sent  to  Paris  to  establish  the 
negociation  upon  this  basis ;  and  the  whole 
train  of  the  transection  evidently  shews 
that  this  was  the  case^  Indeed,  so  tho- 
roughly am  I  satisfied  that  the  assertions  of 
his  majesty's  government  are  in  every 
point  strictly  consonant  with  the  real  facts, 
that  were  tbey  yet  to  be  sub»nitted  to  the 
world,  I  should  consider  the  shape  they 
now  bear,  that  which  the  history  of  the 
Otte  naturally  dictated,  and  most  satisfac- 
torily .proved^  I  cannot,  indeed,  conceive 
that  any  tnan  of  common  candour  and  im* 
pnrtialtiy  can  doubt  that  the  basis  of  actual 
possession  was  proposed  by  the  French, 
and  that  his  oiajesty's  ministers  uniformly 
acted  upon  that  belief  and  understanding. 
v-Upon  lord  Yarmouth's  return  to  Parts, 
however,  he  found  circumstances  conside- 
rably changed.  He  found  M.  D'Oubril 
etlgf^d  in  f^  ^n^gopiatioA  from  which  tbe 


French  governmeat  conceived  the  highest 
hopes,  and  in  consequence  of*  represeiitar 
tions  from  Naples,  a  new  importance  waA 
attached  t#  Sicily.  Soon  after  M.  D'Ou« 
bril  concluded  a  separate  peace.  It  cei>- 
tainly  is  true  that  lord  Yarmouth  had  been 
instructed  not  to  produce  bis  powers  tilt 
tbe  French  government  reverted  to  the  b»«' 
sis  originally  proposed.  A  t  the  same  time^ 
the  difficulty  of  bis  lordship's  situation  at 
that  period  was  very  great,  and  if  lie  erred^ 
every  one  must  acknowledge  tbe  rectitude 
of  his  intentions,  and  tbe  fidelity  with 
which  he  discharged  the  trust  reposed  in 
him.  Nevertheless  the  production  of  his 
-powers  was  contrary  to  the  intentions  of 
this  government,  and  to  their  views  of  tlie 
policy  which  the  momeivt  required.  Lord 
Lauderdale  was  then  pitched  upon  as  a 
man*  from  his  general  ability,  acqoaint- 
auce  with  business,  and  his  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  sentiments  of  ministers,  emi* 
oently  fitted  to  the'difficalt  state  of  the 
negocialion  at  Paris,  The  first  thing  lord 
Lauderdale  did  on  his  arrival  at  Paris  was* 
to  present  a  note  demanding  that  the  nego» 
ciation  should  be  placed  upon  the  basis 
which  the  French  government  had  origineU 
iy  proposed,  and  on  which  alone  we  ha4 
consented  to  treat.  But  it  will  be  said, 
that  the  answer  to  this  note  was  a  denkl 
of  the  assertion.  If,  however,  the  p^ers 
be  examined  with  care,  it  will  be  seen^  that 
even  the  tei'ms  suggested  by  France  amount 
rather  to  an  admission  in  substance,  of  what 
we  claimed,  and  of  the  basis,  as  it  was  un^ 
derstood  by  us,  and  explained  by  lord 
Lauderdale.  In  general  Clarke's  note,  it 
is  worthy  of  remark,  that  there  is  a  word 
substituted  apparently  by  the  imperial  pen. 
The  word  as  it  stands,  is  adopter,  f'  The 
only  bases,"  it  says,  '^  which  the  emperor 
veuiik  adapter."  It  appears,  however,  that 
the  word  as  it  first  stood,  was  longer,  and 
probably  was  recomuAtre;  and  it  seeaied  as 
if  the  Flinch  government  had  been  resoW 
ved  rather  not  to  admit  the  uii  pomdeik^ 
than  bold  enough  to  deny  that  it  had  been 
once  admitted.  Be  this  as  it  may,  lord 
Lauderdale  formally  insisted  on  the  ac- 
knowledgement of  tbe  original  basis,  and  on 
its  being  withiield,  demanded  his  pass- 
ports.  After  ^ome  delays  on  the  part  of 
the  Fr^nph  government,  and  cUter  a  new 
conference,  ^pd  a  partial  return  towards 
the  former  basis,  lord  Lauderdale  found 
it  impossible  to  place  the  negociation  on 
the  only  admissible  ground,  and  with  gfe^it 
difficulty  at  last  got  his  piM^K>rts.    Never 
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vas  a  difTercot  basis  for  an  instant  admitted 
ly  this  country .-—Soch  is  the  plain  history 
of  the  negociation,  aud  in  going  through  it 
I  have  not  dwelt  on  the  partictlar  terms 
<>(&red  at   different  periods,  aieaning  to 
toncb  on  that  point  in  the  sequeL     What' 
part  of  our  conduct;,  then,  do  the  gentle- 
toen  opposite  c^eosuret  A  right  hmu  gent, 
kas  already  said,  that  what««ver  be  ourme- 
yitsv  the  cause  of  the  country  is  clear*    if, 
then  the  cause  of  the  country  be  clear,  I 
have  gained  tliat  about  which  I  am  most 
anxiously  concerned.  Though,  undoubted- 
ly, I  never  can  be  uiditTerent  to  the  censure 
et  approbation  of  this  liouse,  yet  the  bitter^ 
est  part  of  that  ceusure  would  be  taken  away, 
if  while  our  conduct  was  disapproved,  it 
iMTC  admitted  that  in  our  hands  the  ho* 
iL04ur  and  the  cause  of   iie  country  re- 
mained unsullied  and  unquestionable.-*^ 
Then  what  is  it  we  are  accused  of  ?  It  has 
bean  stated,  indeed,  tliat  the  negoeiation 
betrayed  a  scene  of  artifice  and  dnplicity 
oa  4he  one  side,  playing  upo<i  incredulity 
OQ  lite  other..    But  in  what  have  we  been 
iiaped?  Where  is  the  proof  of  our  credu- 
lity ?  These  are  assertions  much  more  easily 
made  than  proved.     I  defy  the  gentlemen 
opposite  to  point  to  a  single  instance  in 
ffkieh  we  liave.been  imposed   upon;  and 
till  tfehey  do  so,  I  am  not  much  afraid  that  the 
liinuse  will  pay  much  attention  to  charges 
SO'  Hgbily  made,  and  assertions  so  little 
a«*pported»    Were  we  dupes  «p  to  the  20th 
t>£  April?  Did  Mr.  Fox  in  the  corrospon- 
dence  with  M.  Talleyrand  shew  credulity  ? 
Did  he  make  concessions  ?  Was  he  seduced 
ifilOk  sacrifices?  No.     All  is   refusal,  the 
most  victorious  refutation  of  aU  the  sophis- 
Jlry,  and  van  utter  ri^jection  of  all  the  offers 
that  wer^  employed  to  di aw  us  into  negoct. 
fction  on  terms  inconsistent  with  the  just 
pvet^nstous  of  the  country.      Was  it  in 
tliis  point  then  that  we  were  dupes?  What, 
ever  dispute  there  may  be,  for  I  will  not 
aay  cavi),  on  oth^r  parts,  I  am  confident 
U)at  thus  far,  at  least,'  we  are  beyond  re- 
proach.   Will  it  be  contended  then  that 
yre  should  have  refused  to  listen  to  the 
communication  of  which  lord  Yarmouth 
was  the  bearer  ?  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
man  will  venture  his  reputation  so  far  as  to 
fiay  we  should.     And  then,  what  was  the 
objeot  of  lord  Yarmouth's  mission  ?  what 
pi  lord  Lauderdale's,  but  to  place  the  ne- 
.    gociation  on  the  original  basis,  or  to  put 
en  end  to  it  ?  But  the  offers  were  false  and 
l^oUow.     Be  it  so ;  but,  even  if  they  were 
falsa  And  hollow^  they  copld  not  have  led 


to  peace ;  we  could  not  have  been  impo-^ 
sed  upon'  by  ihem.     But,  even  after  all 
the  evidence  obtained,  after  the  fact  of  tha 
insincerity  of  the  enertiy,   strong  as  our 
suspicions    may  have  been,    what  other 
course  than  that  we  adopted  ought  we  to 
have  (bllowed?    If  an  enemy,   whatever 
suspicions  you  may  entertain,  assumes  that 
appearance  of  sincerity,  and  makes  pra- . 
posals,  not  on  the  face  of  them  unworthy 
at  least  of  discussion,  would  it  be  wise, 
would  it  be  politic,  peremptorily  to  reject 
such  advances ;  and  would  it  be  nothin|  to- 
undertake  the  reepotisibility  of  such  a  pro- 
ceedings so  as  either  to  give  rise  to  char^ 
ges  on  our  conduct  abroad,  or,  what  is 
more,  create  discontent  and  dissatisfaction 
at  home,  because  we  did  not  employ  all 
just  and  conciliatory  measures  to  put  an? 
end  to  the  calamities  of  war?  Is  it  nothing 
to  expose  the  character  of  the  nation  with 
others,  or  to  give  rise  to  a  spirit  of  dissar- 
tisfaction   among  ourselves,  incompatible 
with  thosa  exertions  and  with  those  sacri- 
fices which  the  true  interest  of  the  state 
might  require?  After  the  offer  made  to  lord 
Lauderdale  in  September,  to  the  moment 
of  his  departure  from  Paris,  not  a  moment's 
delay  hiiervened,  which  did  not  afise  from 
'  a  few  days*  indisposition  with  which  his  lord  - 
ship  was  attacked,  and  from  the  refusal  of 
the  French  government  to  grant  passports. 
Of  this  the  papers  on  the  table  furnish  the 
most  decisive  proofs.    Ministers  pursued 
the  only  course  which  could  afford  to  En- 
gland and  to  Europe,  the  roost  convincing 
proof  that  our  conduct  was  fair,  equitable; 
and  conciliatory,  and  that  of  the  enemy, 
false,  deceitful,  and  ambitious. — 1  will  not 
deny  that  the  prolongation  of  a  negoeia- 
tion is  in  itself  attended  with  inconveni- 
ence.     But  can  it  be  expected  that  great 
and  important  interests  in  a  perplexed  and 
extraordinary  stale  of  human  affairs  can  be 
adjusted  without  long  and  deliberate  discus- 
sion?   When    have    the  long    and  fierce 
contentions  of  nations  been  adjusted  with- 
out iBucb  difficulty  and  delay  ?  A  conquc- 
ror  can  speedily  give  the  law,  but  when' na- 
tions treat  on  equal  terms,  delays  cannot 
be  avoided.      But  it  is  said  that  the  nego- 
eiation   prevented    an  arrangement  with 
Prussia.    I  deny  the  fact.     I  defy  any  man 
to  give  the  least  proof  of  such  an  assertion. 
1  do  not  wish  to  say  any  thing  to  aggra^ 
vate  the  distress  of  that  unfortunate  pow« 
er,  but  such  had  been  the  infatuated  con- 
duct of  the  court  of  Berlin,  that  neither  to 
Russia  nor  to  this  country  bfld  any  opppfw 
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lunity  been  given  either  of  staying  her  pre- 
cipitate counsels  or  assisting  her  rash  ope- 
rations. This,  however,  belongs  to  ano- 
ther discussion,  and  if  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  can  shew  that  in  this  or  in  any- 
other  respect  the  negociatiom  suspended 
any  measures  of  war,  they  will  have 
proved  a.  very  heavy  charge  ;  but  till  they 
bring  that  proof,  neither  the  house  nor  the 
country  will  be  milfcli  influenced,  far  less 
will  be  led  to  prejudge  us,  by  tlieir  bold 
assertions  and  their  unsupported  accusa- 
tions.—With  respect  to  fidelity  towards 
^uralliesrlam  confident  that  no  reproach 
can  justly  be  made  to  the  conduct  of  the 
negociation.  If  the  cause  of  the  coun- 
try be  clear,  our  cause  must  likewicc  be 
unquestionable.  We  have  seen  tow  stea- 
dily Mr,  Fox  refused  to  listen  to  the  pro- 
posal of  separate  negociation,  and  when 
the  form  was  abandoned,  the  substance  was 
strictly  maintained.  When  M«  d'Oubril 
«»as  sent  to  Paris^itwas  no  longer  necessary 
to  refuse  that  to  which  the  emperor  ot 
Russia  had  consented.  It  is  proper  to  Fe- 
mark  here  too,  that  it  was  expressly  stipu- 
lated by  lord  Yarmouth,  that  the  concert 
with  llussia  should  be  fully  admitted,  and 
that  M>  Talleyrand  knew  that  he  was  to 
concert  with  M,  d'Oubril.  Even  after  the 
separate  treaty  concluded  by  that  minister, 
this  government  saw  the  importance  oi 
still  maintaining  the  most  unlimited  faith 
towards  Russia,  and  when  the  refusal  to 
ratify  the  treaty  was  knowa,  lord  Lauder- 
*  dale  was  instructed  to  insi'sf  that  the  two 
powers  should  be  considered  as  replaced  in 
the  situation  in  which  they  stood  before 
that  event,  and  to  urge  those  articles  for 
Xvhich  Russia  was  nK)st  desirous.  This  con- 
duct,  indeed,  was  due  to  an  ally  whose 
good  fait&  had  been  so  strongly  displayed 
on  former  occasions,  and  to  the  character 
of  the  emperor  Alexander,  in  whose  ho- 
nour the  government  had  never  ceased  to 
confide,  even  under  the  most  unaccount- 
able appearance  of  hi«  tninister^s  conduct 
at  Paris. — If  our  good  faith  cannot  be  im- 
peached, are  we  culpable  fot  the  terms 
for  which  we  insisted  t  Are  we  blamed,  be- 
cause, in  the  situation  of  the  country,  we 
thought  it  proper  to  retain  what  we  pos- 
sessed, as  a  counterpoise  to  the  acquisitions 
of  .France  ?  Are  we  blamed  becai»se  we  re- 
fused to  cede  any  of  our  possessions,  un- 
less on  the  footing  of  a  fair  eq^uivalent  ? 
Are  we  deserving  of  blame  because  we  in- 
sisted upon  a  basis  which  implied  perfect 
equality  with  the  enemy,  and  which  pre- 


sumed that  our  conquests  were  at  least 
as  much  beyond  their  power  to  afiect,  as  . 
theirs  were  beyond  the  'possibility  of  being 
shaken  by  our  attacks?  Tliis,  then,  was 
the  basis  to  which  we  uniformly  adhered. 
The  principle  we  applied  to  Sicily,  thougli 
not  exactly  a  comj^uest,  since  we  hel(l  it  iai 
concurrence  witli  its  lawful  sovereign,  and 
It  was  included  by  name  in  our  deiuakid^. 
This,  our  faith  to  .the  kmg  ©f  Naples  re- 
i quired.  Hanover  having  been  unjustly  at- 
tacked for  the  sake  of  England,  the  honour 
;of  this  country  compelled  us  to  stipulate 
for  its  recovery.  The  integrity  of  Turkey, 
of  l^ed'en,  of  Portugal,  was  stipulated  for, 
and  it  was  our  object  also  to  secure  tli^ 
httle  states  ffon^  the  insults  and  encroach* 
meats  they  had  experienced  from  France^ 
From  these  points  we  never  receded.  How 
far  we  might  have  receded  as  to  particular 
terms^  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  in 
this  place  to  discuss ;  but  if  the  value  of 
cessions  must  be  calculated  by  llie  proba^ 
bility  of  the  advantages  and:  the  duratiou 
of  that  peaee  tor  whicb  tlicy  a^e  given- up,- 
thefe  was  nothing  iir  the  aspect  of  affairs  tti* 
lead  ua  to  make  valuable  sacrifices  to  pur- 
chasf?  peace. — Suty  it  now  remains  for  me 
to  shew,  that  there  never  was  any  opportu- 
nity of  procuring  such  terms  as  would  have 
been  adequate  to  the  just  pretensions,  and 
consistent  \Kith  the  honour  and  interests  of 
the  country.  There  are  two  periods  in  the 
negociation  to  which  we  must  now  advert. 
There  never  was  any  question  of  particular 
terms  before  lord  Yarmouth  went  to  Paris, 
with  the  exception  of  Hanover  and  Sicily,, 
which  on  account  of  tUe  particular  circunw 
stances  of  each  were  specifically  mentiioned« 
After  M.  d'Oubril  had  arrived  ait  Paris, 
and  the  French  government  had  hopes  of 
a  separate  treaty,  lord  Yarmouth  still 
writes  that  Hanover,  the  Cape,  MaltAf  and 
India  remained  pure  and  autouehed.  The 
fact,,  however,,  turned  out  that  Malta  was 
to  be  ceded  under  conditions  ;  even  a  li- 
mitation of  the  garrison  being  proposed'. 
From  lianover,  the  district  of  Hoya,  con- 
taining 10,000  people,  was  to  be  taken  off, 
and  the  Cape  was  to  be  made  »  free  port* 
Incli^  too,  a  very  important  object,  wa« 
likewise  reserved,  and  aU  the  Dutch  colo- 
nies were  to  be  given  up  with  Tobago,  6cc, 
in  the  AVest  Indies.  Independently  of  th 
want  of  faith  exhibited  by  the  French  go* 
vernment,  and  the  little  security  we  could 
have  for  the  observance  of  treaties,  were 
these  conditipns  t;uch  as  we  ought  to  have 
accepted;  cooaiderin^what  France  had  slot 
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^uir^on  tfie  contirrent,  and  the  little  pro- 
bability of  her  wresting  from  us  our  con- 
quests f  But  wetr  tfcey  sucb  as  we  could  ac- 
cept when  Rossia  must  havc'been  left  alone, 
and  the  king  of  Naples  abandoned  ?  Besides 
too,  it  should  be  known  that  in  M.  drOubrirs 
treaty  it  was  not  the  kingof  Sardiniathat  was 
to  beindemnift'edjbut  hisson  was  to  get  the 
Balearic  islands;  while  it  was  insultingly  sti- 
pulated tbttt  the  French  government  should 
not  object  to  a  provision  being  n)ade  for 
king  Ferdinand  by  this  country !  Need  I  add 
a  word  to  shew  that  we  could  not  in  sucb 
drcumstances  have  acceded  to  these  con- 
ditions without  at  once  sacrifidng  the  na- 
tional honourand  betraying  the  national  in- 
terests ?  Such,  however,  were  the  conditions 
on  which  the  French  government  insisted  till 
the  end  of  August,  when  the  refusal  to 
ratify  M*  D'Oubril's  treaty  produced  a  sus- 
picious change.    A  different  tone  was  now 
assumed  ;  and  not  only  Hanover,   Malta, 
imd  theCape,  without  limitation  or  condi- 
tion, were  offered  ;  but  also  the  settleraetits 
in  India,  and  Tobago  in  the  West  Indies. 
These  doubtless,  thoueb  better  terms  than 
the  preceding,  were  oflered  aa^  the  price  of 
our  abandoning  every  thing  by  which  we 
could  have  held  them    with  security  in 
peace.     Russia  was  to  be  given  up,  and 
Naples  tocrificed*-    Beside^^  they  were  not 
ofiered  till  Bonaparte  had  left  Paris,  tocom- 
Bfiand  the  army  :  but  harf  they  been  much 
riiore  advantageous,  never  could  this  coun- 
try have  consented  to  purchase  them  at  the 
price  of  disgrace  and  infamy. — ^Then  as  to 
the  connection  between  Great  Britain  and 
Russia ;.  my  opinion  of  that  is  this,  that  if 
there  is  any  hope  that  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope can  yet  be  saved  from  the  grasp  of 
j'ranc^,  it  rest)  upon  Russia  and  upon  that 
Co^nexioti..    In  tne  present  circumstances, 
dnd  under  the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  answer  for  events, 
^ut  there  is  certainly  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve, from  what  has  already  passed,  that 
tlie  emperor  of  Russia  will  cpntinue  faith-' 
ful  to  his  alliance  as  long  as  he  can  do  so. 
What  he  may  be  induced  to  do  through 
hard  necessity,  it  is  riot  for  me  to  say,  al- 
though I  hope  that  such  a  necessity  is  not 
likely  to  Qccur.    Certainly  his  situation  i» 
not  sueh  as  to  justify  us,  for  any  more  im* 
mediate  advantage  to  ourselves,  in  fiban- 
doning  Him.  His  means  are  still  not  inade- 
quate to  resist  at  least  the  last  encroachments 
of  France.    Terms  were  offered  us  that 
were  not  compatible .  with  our  honour; 
and,  iif  we  were  t^  accept  ol  these;-  it 


would  be  at  once  establishing  a  system  of 
non-resistance,   and  affording  fnee   scope 
to  the  ravages  and   ambition  of   France, 
and  leaving  her^-  witheut  check  orcontroul, 
to  pursu^  her  desolating  career.     We  were 
bound  in  honour  to  Russia,  and  more  than 
this,  we   were  bound  by  express   treaty.- 
Was  it  stipulated  by  thvA  treaty,  that  we 
should  accede  to  any  wild  or  extravagant 
demands  on  the  part  of  Russia,  and  that 
we  should   suppoft  her  in  circumstances 
where  we  couM  not  da  it  with  honour  >  No. 
Were  we  bound  to  assist  her  in  unreason- 
able and  chimerical  schemes  ?  No.  What 
were  the  objects  for  which  Russia  contend- 
ed?   She  insisted  that -Sicily  should*' be 
given  to  the  king  of  Naples,  and  this  was 
an  object  for  which  Great  Britain  ought  to 
contend  more  strenuously  eyen  than  Russia. 
When  it  is  Considered  in  what  manner  the 
king  of  Naples  had  been  brought  into  the 
war,  the  obligation'  upon  us  to  sign  no 
peace  till  Sicily  is  confirmed  to  its  lawful 
sovereign,    or    a    just    equivalent   given 
which  he  would  be  willing  to   accept^  t 
hope  we  can  never  abandon  it  except  on- 
these  terms*    It  would  have  broken  the 
hearts  of  those  brave  men  who  fought  for  it 
on  the  plains  of  Maida^-  if  it  could  have 
been  given  up  on  any  other  conditions*' 
Theft  in  what  view  are  we  to  consider  Dal- 
matia,  the  other  object  of  Russia  ?  Had 
Russia  no  right  to  look  for  any  thing  uponr 
the  conclusion  of  peace  ^  It  is  true,  that 
scarcely  any  point  of  contact  existed   be-^ 
tween  Russia  and  France,  until  the  bar- 
riers^  were  lately  broken  down,  and  M.  TaW 
leyrand  said  that  there  was  nothing  to  do 
between   France  and   Russia,    except  to- 
agree  that  there  should  be  an  erid  to  the 
war.     But,  surely,  something  was  d^e  Xxy 
Russia  for  acknowledging  the  title  of  the 
emperor,  and  those  of  the  different  branches 
of  his  family,  and  this  was  not  too  much.* 
But  Russia  had   befpre  that  time  taken 
some  pains  with  respect  to  the  arrangement 
for  Sicily,  and  even  on  the  principle  of  the 
uH  possidetis,  she  was  entitled  to  look  for 
something  considerable,  for  she  was  in  pos- 
session^ or  the  mouths  of  the  C^ttaro,  and 
why    shoqld  she  abandon  theo^  without 
some  equivalent  ?  This  then  she  certisiinly 
had  a  right  to  insist  upon.    But  the  Qiatler 
does  not  rest  here.    Let  us  only  consider 
for  a  few  moments  what  is  the  nature  of 
Dalmatia.     It  is  nott  when  regarded  with 
a  view  to  France^  a  territory  in  pny  way 
calculated  for  objects  pf  defence,  but  only 
for  those  of  offence*    k  could  be  retained 
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only  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  connec- 
tion with. those  disafifected  bashaws,  ^bo 
were  acca«tomed  to  make  war  on  the  Porte« 
It  would  open  a  passage  to  India,  if  ever 
the  French  could  get  there  by  land,  which 
however,  I  trust,  is  not  very  likely ;  and 
above  all,  it  is  on  the  flanks  of  Hungary, 
and  therefore  is  a  position  from  which  the 
chief  of  the  French  government  could  for 
ever  threaten  Austria,  and  prevent  her 
from  making  those  exertions  to  retrieve 
herself^  which  she  might  be  enabled  other- 
wise to  apply*  It  is  therefore  a  situation 
which  would  render  France  more  formida- 
ble in  time  of  peace^  than  the  possession 
of  it  could  make  b^  in  time  of  war.  It 
was,  therefore,  not  only  a  Russian  object 
that  it  should  be  given  up^  but  it  was  also 
an  object  that  Intimately  concerned  both 
this  country,  and  all  Europe.  It  was  not 
only  a  Russian  obj.ect,  but  strictly  an  En- 
jglish  and  European  one.  Add  to  this,  sir, 
the  infinite  importance  of  preserving  the 
most  inviolable  good  faith  with  our  allies. 
For  this  good  faith,  this  support  of  our 
credit,  this  support  of  our  commerce,  this 
support  of  every  thing  that  ought  to  be 
held  dear  anmng  nations,  I  trust  we  shall 
ever  be  ready  to  make  all  reasonable  sa- 
crifices* This  will  be  either  the  sure  and 
firm  foundation  of  our  prosperity,  or  our 
fiolace  and  comfort  under  whatever  mis- 
fortunes may  befall  us.  In  refusing  then 
the  terms  of  peace  that  were  offered  by 
France,  we  acted  in  a  manner  equally  de- 
manded by  our  honour  and  by  sound  policy. 
Considering  the  importance  of  Sicily  an^ 
of  Dalmatia,  suppose .  that  we  had  no 
choiQB  but  to  accept  of  all  the  colonies  of 
France,  or  of  Sicily  and  Dalmatia  alone, 
I  would  not  hesitate  to  secure  these,  and 
would  say,  give  us  Sicily  and  Dalmatia, 
and  take  back  all  your  colonies.  If  there 
would  have  been  objections  to  this,  what 
would  have  been  said  of  a  mipister  who 
would  have  surrendered  Sicily  and  Dal 
matia,  and  yet  have  accepted  of  worse 
terms  than  these  ?  And  here,  sir,  I  cannot 
help  adverting  to  that  argument  of  which 
I  have  heard  something,  viz.  that  we  are 
not  likely  at  any  future  period  to  procure 
better  terms.  All  I  Uiink  it  necessary  to 
say  on  thatpoint  is,  that  it  was  not  eon 
sist^it  with  our  honour  or  our  interest  to 
aoeept  of  these  terms  at  present.  -  And  if 
tbemot^rjs  considered  with  a  vie  to  the 
fatare  designs  of  France  on  Russify  no  ar- 
gttBient  can  be  more  unfounded ;  because, 
unless  we  can^  by  a  peace,  secure  the 
Vol.  VIII. 


peace  of  Europe,  we  do  nothing.  Now,,  if 
the  terms  offered  by  France  were  inadrois« 
sible  before,  how  could  they  b^  admitted 
after  the  25th  of  August,  when  the  chief 
of  the  French  government  set  out  (o  join, 
bis  army,  which  had  before  been  sent, 
against  Prussia  ?  Could  any  peace  conclu*^ 
ded  with  us  have  stopped,  him,  or  could 
we  depend  on  his  assurances  ?  If  any  per- 
son thihks  that  we  might,  let  him  look  at 
the  Germanic  Confederation^  which  was 
carried  into  execution  after  the  treaty  with 
M.  d'Oubril.  I  am  sensible  that  I  am  de^ 
taining  the  house  long,  but  they  will  conr 
sider  the  importance  of  the  subject.  One 
of  the  inducements  that  was  held  out  to 
him  for  signing  the  treaty  was,  that  the  aur- 
rangements  intended  for  Germany  might 
thereby  be  prevented  ;  and  yet  the  ink  with 
which  that  treaty  was  signed,  was  hardly 
dry  before  the  German  arrangements  were 
ordered  to  be  carried  into  execution.  Why 
then,  sir,  our  only  hope  was,  that  Prussia 
would  be  successful,  though  upon  that  point 
there  was  great  room  for  apprehensioin* 
Now,  suppose  that  she  had  succeeded, 
what  wojmld  have  been  said  to  a  minister 
who  should  have  before  concluded  a  peace, 
and  thereby  tied  his  hands  and  prevented 
his  country  from  taking,  ad  vantage  of  .the 
new  state  of  things  in  order  to  obtain 
better  terms  ?  Suppose,  on  the  other  hand, 
she  did  not  succeed,  which  has  actually 
turned  out  to  be  the  case,  does  any  one 
believe  that  peace  with  Great  Britain  would 
have  induced  Bonaparte  to  stop  his  victo« 
rious  army?  If  he  does,  I  would  refer  him 
to  the  note  of  Sebastiani,  who  was  sent  to 
Constantinople  to  insist  upon  the  deposi- 
tion of  the  Hospodars,  in  direct  violation 
of  the  treaty  with  Russia.  Sebastiani,  on 
his  journey,  passed  through  the  dominions 
of  these  princes,  and  received  from  them 
the  rites  of  hospitality,  and  several  valu- 
able presents,  at  the  moment  that  he  was 
about  to  solicit  their  deposition.  Peace 
then  would  not  have  prevented  any  of  the 
scenes  that  have  lately  been  exhibited  on 
the  continent.  If  Bonaparte  had  then 
stated  that  Great  Britain,  who  had  been 
the  means  of  exciting  the  flames  of  war 
all  over  the  continent,  had  seized  the  first . 
opportunity  of  concluding,  a  peace,  upon 
.the  most  mercenary  and  selfish  grounds, 
and  then  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  na« 
tions  of  Europe,,  that  there  could  be.  no 
peace  on  the  continent  till  England  should 
be  humbled,  then»  instead  of  possessing  the 
friendship  of  Sweden, .  instead ,  of  being 
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linked  in  the  closest  alliance  wttb  Russia, 
now  opposing  France   with    not  inferior 
numbers,    and  with  great  advantages  of 
situation,  we  should  have  been  left  alone, 
jan  object  of  universal  Jealousy  and  suspi*- 
jcion,  aud  without  the  power  of  contribu- 
ting any  thing  towieirds  the  exertions  for 
restraining  the  ambition  and  encroachments 
of  France.    Every  advi^ntage,   therefore, 
of  which  the  nature  of  the  case  would 
admit,  results  from  the  part  which  we  have 
acted.    ]3ut,  sir,  I  am  at  the  same  time  far 
from  encouraging  very  sanguine  expecta- 
tioi)s,  after  all  that  has  happened  6n  the 
continent  within    these  few   yearp,    'J'he 
event  is  in  the  hands  of  *'  Him  who  giveth 
the  victory."    But  one  thing  is  clear,  that 
the  progress  of  Bonaparte  has  never  yet 
been  stopped  by  submission,  aud  our  only 
hope,  therefore,  is  in  resistance,  as  far  as 
we  can  resist  his  ambitious  projects.     We 
have  ilone  what  our  honour  and  our  duty 
called  upon  us  to  do.    When  this  instru- 
ment of  vengeance  may  be  deprived  of  his 
terrors,   I  know  not ;  but  we  may  at  least 
look  to  the  honour  and  independence  of 
this  country,  as  secure  against  all  his  at- 
tacks, and  while  this  country  exists  as  an 
independent  and   an  honourable   nation, 
there  will  still  remain  some  hopes  of  resto- 
ring that  political  balance  in  Europe,  which 
has  for   the  present  been  overturned. — I 
should  have  now  concluded,  sir,  but  there 
ere  two  points  which,  in  justice  to  my  noble 
friend  (Lauderdale)  and  the  public,  I  can- 
iiot  ^ entirely  pass  over.     On  the  30th  of 
August,  the  negooiation  appeared  to  be  at 
an  end.     On  the  ^th  of  September,  how- 
ever, my  noble  friend  was  invited  to  a  con- 
ference. '  The  note  said  to  be  delivered  to 
him'  by  the- French,  was,'  in  fact,  never  de- 
livered.'   If   6uch»  a  note  had.  been    re- 
ceived by  tiim,  atid  he  had  his  passports 
with  him,  be* ought  not,  and  I  trust  he 
would  not,  have  wailed  a  moment  longer 
in  Prance,  but  would  itistatrtly  have  con 
sidered  the  negociati6n  as  kVtti  end.     But 
what  is  the  object  of  a  note,' which  could 
be  so  easily  disproved  ?  This  it  is  not  easy 
to  guess,  but  at  all  events  sure  I  aiin  that 
nothing  could  be  more  unjust.     Ndw'tbe 
other  point  is,  the  charge  that  a  sudden 
change  had  tiiken  place  in  the  negociation 
after  the  political  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  After 
he  was  dead,    it  was  said  that  the  war 
party  had  ^^t  the  asbendancy,  and  that  we 
wished  to  break  off' the  negooiation,   That 
any  change  took  place  in  consequence  of 
thifct  evcnty  I  most  positively  deny.    My 


noble  friend  (\ot6  Grenville)  hsis  too  inde* 
pendent  a  miiid  to  have  been  directed  by' 
any  leader,  and  I  can  take  upon  myself  to 
declare,  that  there  never  wks  the  smallest 
diflference  of  opinion  on  the  stibject  in  the 
cabinet.    The  last  letter  written  by  my  de- 
ceased friend  on  this  subject,  is  that  of  thq- 
26th  of  June.    But  theti*  he  all  along  cor* 
dially  approved  of  all  that  was  done,  and 
in  his  last  letter  expresses  his  strong  sen8« 
of  the  cavils  of  the  French  goverAnient, 
and  directed  that  our  negociator  shouldf 
proceed  no  farther,  except  the  b^sis  at  first 
agreed  upon  shodld  be  recognized.    In  thei 
last  conversation  which  I  myself  had  with' 
him,  which  was  on  the  7th  of  September, 
the  Sunday  before  his  death,  three  great 
cardinal  points  were  insisted  upon  by  him  i 
1st,  The  security  of  our  honour,  in  which 
Hanover  was  materially  concerned ;  2d, 
Russian  connection ;  3d,  Sicily.     And  the 
grounds  on  which  the  negociation  brokQ 
off,  were   in  direct  conformity  with  this 
opinion.    On  that  occasion  he  told  me« 
that  the  ardent  wishes  of  his  mind  were  to 
consummate,  before  he  died,    two    great 
works  on  which  he  had  set  his  heart,  and 
these  were,  the  restoration  of  a  solid  and 
honourable  peace,  and  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade.  [A  loud  ciy  of  hear!  heart]  I  have 
now,  sir,  endeavoured  to  shew  from  these 
papers,  that  the  first  overture  came  from 
France ;  next,  that  the  basis  aigreed  upon 
for  conducting  the  negociation  was  that  of 
actual   possession  ;    and   lastly,    that  no 
terms  could  be  procured  that  could  be  ac. 
^pted,  with  a  view  not  only  to  our  own 
honour  and  interests,  but  also  with  a  view 
to     the    interests  of    Europe,   and    the 
maintenance  of  the  most  inviolable  good 
faith,  towards  our  allies.     I  shall  therefore 
now  move,  sir,  *'  That  an  humble  address 
*♦  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  to  assure 
"  his  majesty,  that  we  have  taken  into 
''  our  most  serious  consideration  the  Pa. 
**  pers  relative  to  the  late   Negociation, 
•♦  communicated,   by  his  majesty's   most 
"'  gracious  order,  to  this  house  :— -That  w*e 
*'  acknowledge,    with   heartfelt  gi^titude, 
*^  the  benevolent  effort  made  by  bis  ma- 
**  jesty,    to  restore  to  this  country  tbe 
i'  blessings  of  peace  on   terms  consistedt 
*<  with  the  honour'  of  his  majesty's  crown, 
'^  with  the  general  interests  of  Europe, 
**  aild  with  the  good  faith  ivbich  his  maj. 
^^  has  ^yer  maintained  towards  faia  alliefl; 
<<  Thar,  whiWwe'llament  the  unsuccessful 
'<  result  of  an  attempt  directed  tavybe-* 
*'  neficent  ap  end|  we  feeVthe  fullest  ^oa^ 
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**  viction  tl)at  tl^s  failure  can  be  ascribed 
*'  only  to  the  injustice  anid  ambition  of 
"  the  Frendh  goverrifnent;^  and  we  beg 
•*  leave  humbly  to  exphess  to  his  mgyesty 
*'  our  firm  kud  constant  resolotion,  to 
"  give  to  his  majesty  the  mo^t  effectual 
**  support  in  a  contest  manites^y  continu- 
"  ed,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  witb  the 
•*  hope  of  destroying  the  power  ^ndjnde. 
•*  pendence  of  the  British  Empire." 

Lord  Yarmouth  apologized  for  offering 
himself  to  the  notice  of  the  house  so  early 
in  the  debate.  He  trusted  he  should  be 
acquitted  of  presumption,  in  claiming  the 
priority  of  persons  much  better  able  to 
direct  the  judgement  of  the  house,  by  the 
candour  of  gentlemen  on  every  side,  who 
would  be  sensible  of  the  propriety  of  his 
offering  an  elucidation  of  some  circumstan- 
.ces  respecting  the  negociation^  and  some 
respecting  himself  in  this  early  stage  of 
the  debate.  It  was  essential  that  be  should 
rescue  himself  from  some  imputations  cast 
upon  him,  in  another  place,  by  a  noble 
lord  high  in  authority,  to  whom  he  could 
not  regularly  allude.  He  had  seen  the  ex- 
pressions he  alluded  to  in  a  very  re'spect'^ 
able  nev^rspaper  early  on  Saturday.  He 
could  not  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  re- 
.  port,  and  he  wished  to  set  himself  right 
with  the  hoUse,  and  to  set  the  house  right 
with  respect  to  the  question  in  the  points 
to  which  he  meant  particularly  to  advert. 
tie  thought  he  could  prove  to  the  house, 
that  the  reflections  cast  upon  him  were  un- 
founded. He  hoped  it  would  not  be  taking 
up  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  house  if 
he  should,  in  his  view  of  the  subject  under 
debate,  go  back  to  the  causes  of  the  pre- 
sent war.  Considering  the  assigned  grounds 
for  the  renewal  of  the  war^  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  at  the  beginning  of  this  year 
there  was  strong  reason  for  entering  idto 
.  negociations  for  peace.  One  great  cause 
of  the  war  was  the  impossibility  of  obtain- 
ing a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  security 
of  Malta.  An  ofiScial  statement  in  the 
Moniteur  declared,  long  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  that  so  long  as 
England  retained  Malta,  Buonaparte  would 
not  relinquish  the  sovereignty  of  the  king- 
dom of  Italy.  Malta^  however,  was  not 
the  only  cause  of  the  war  j  the  desire  to 
resist  the  aggrandisement  of  Prance  was 
another  cause.  Russia  was  as  averse  as  we 
to  the  overbearing  power  and  character  of 
France.  But  Russia  was  unwilling  to  en- 
gage in  the  enterprise  of  reducing  France, 
lUl  Great  Britain,  which  bad  little  danger  to 
*     "  1 


apprehend,  individually,  from'  the  result  of 
the  y6on test,  should  b6  engaged.  From 
this  prihtiple  arose  the  coalition,  n  which^ 
tv^o  powers  joined,  a  third  ought  to  have 
joined.  That  coalitibn  was  defeated  by 
means  of  tiie  policy  Prussia  had  thought 
proper  to  pursue.  In  the  Spring  of  iS06,' 
the  continent  afforded  a  very  gloomy  pro-^ 
spect.  Austria  was  prostrate  at  the  feet  of 
France ;  Prussia  was  bound  to  France  in 
an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive.  There 
was  no  longer  any  hope  of  saving  Europe 
by  warj  I'iie  only  remaining  chance  of  _ 
saving  It  wtCs  by  peace.  The  existence  of 
Austria  could  be  preserved  by  peace  alone  i 
peace  alone  could  break  the  union  between 
Russia  and  France,  so  detrimental  to  every 
hope  of  the  deliverance  of  the  world  as  aa 
union  cemented  by  the  traiLife^r  of  a  part  9f 
his  msgesty's  dominions.  It  was  of  little 
moment,  which  power  had  made  the  first 
overture*  The  first  thai  overcame  the 
mad  and  foolish  pride  of  robbing  nations 
of  peace  rather  than  maike  an  overture,- 
was  entitled  to  the  praise  of  both  nations, 
and  of  all  mankind.  The  great  statesman/ 
whose  loss  Europe  had  to  deplore,  (Mr. 
Fox)  had  conducted  the  earlier  part  of  the 
negociation  by  the  channel  of  a  private 
correspondence,  the  substance  of  which 
was  before  the  house.  When  he  (lord 
Yarmouth)  was  introduced  into  the  nego- 
ciation,  one  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
peace  was  the  connection  with  Russia** 
That,  however,  might  be  got  over  on  pa-« 
per.  But  there  was  a  difficulty  with  re- 
spect to  Hanover,  which  was  much  less  ca- 
pable of  management.  It  was  known  that 
we  should  spurn  any  peace  which  would 
not  be  coupledi  with  the  restitution  of  Ha- 
nover to  our  sovereign-  But  at  the 
same  time  Prussia  had  been  the  unalte^ 
rable  ally  of  France  since  the  revolution, 
and  Hanover  had  been  conveyed  to  Prus- 
sia, as  well  in  reward  of  that  alliance  as  in 
consideration  of  valuable  cessions  in  e^^-' 
change '  Hence  it  was  material^  that  the 
intended  cession  should  be  made  matter  of 
confidential  verbal  communication  till  the 
peace j  for  which  it  was  to  be  ceded,  should 
be  ascertained  and  agreed  opon.  The 
communication  was  mad^  eonfidentially, 
and  treated  of  in  letters  from  one  friend  to 
another*  So  he  might  speak  of  the  mi-' 
nisters  of  foreign  relations  of  this  country 
and  of  trance^  thpu^  the  countries  were 
at  war.  Though  both  parties,  actuated  by 
a  desire  of  peace,  had  covenanted  for  the 
cession  ef  Hanover  as  one  of  the  terms, 
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yet  It  was  required  on  one  sidci  and  agreed 
to  as  reasonable  on  the  other,  that,  with  a 
view  not  to  dissolve  the  bonds  which  uni- 
ted France  with  Prussia,  this  agreement 
should  not  be  disclosed,  unless  peace  should 
hiive  taken   place«     In  the  beginning  of 
June,  the  proposal  was  sent  by  him  to  Mr. 
Fox.     He  declined  potting  it  on  paper,  in 
regard  to  the  confidential  restriction  impo- 
sed by  the  French  government ;  and  it  was 
not  till  the  day  of  bis  departure  for  France, 
with  the '  answer  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment, that  he  was  induced,  on  the  repre- 
aentatipn  of  Mr.  Fox  that  we  were  all 
-mortal,  and  that  in  cases  of  such  impor- 
tance, some  fixed  record,  independent  of 
human    casualties,  should  be  preserved, 
that  he  was  induced,  on  the  faith  of  an  as- 
surance that  the  dpcuroent  should  not  pass 
the  cabinet,  to  commit  the  substance  of  tlie 
proposal  made  to  him,  to  writing.     He  did 
not  mean  to  decorate  himself  with  plumes 
to  whicl>  he  was  not  entitled.     It  might  be 
true  that  one  motive  for  choosing  him  to  be 
the  instrument  of  the  negociation  was  his 


mg   to  mutual  interest  and  convenience. 
The  negociation  might  have  proceeded  on 
this  understanding,   were  it  not.  for  tlie 
jealousies  conceived  by  the  political  death 
of  Mr.  Fox,  which  was  understood  to  have 
taken  place  the  17th  of  July.  He  had  pre- 
sented a  note  to  assert  the  basts  of  the  uti 
posiideHif  as  soon  as  he  had  communicated 
his  full  powers;  and,  in  his  second  note, 
that  basis  was  insisted  upon  as  much  as  it 
could  be.      It  was  not   easy  in  private 
quarrels   to  make   an  individual  eat  hia 
words  ;  but  it  was  much  more  difficult  to 
bring  to  thai  submission  a  man  who  waa 
at  the  head  of  500,000  troops.    Hence 
the  management  to  avoid  a  retractation, 
the  word  adopte  was  substituted  for  the 
word  recormoitf  in  the  acknowledgement  of 
the  long-contested  basis.    Little  progresa 
was  made  in  the  negociation,  and  scarcely 
.  bad  an  exchange  of  visits  taken  place,  when 
M.  D'Oubril  arrived  at  Paris.    It  was  of 
little  moment  now  to  enquire,  whether  th« 
treaty  signed  by  M.  D'Oubrll  was  the  act 
of  his  own  impropriety,  or  whether  the  re- 


having  been  the  bearer  of  the  proposition  fusal  to   ratify   it  arose   merely  from  a 


from  the  French  government;  but,  if  it 
were  inferred,  as  it  had  gone  abroad,  that 
he  had  been  chosen  on  that  ground  only, 
without  any  regard  to  qualification,  the 
inference  was  false.  He  regretted  as  much 
as  any  one,  that  the  choice  of  his  majesty's 
government  had  not  fallen  on  some  person 
of  greater  ability  ;  but  it  was  at  the  same 
'time  material  to  be  known,  that  any  other 
person  in  such  a  capacity  would  not  have 
bcen'sUffered  to  remain  12  hours  in  Paris 
without  producing  his  full  po\Vers.  M. 
d'Oubril  was  not  suffered  to  remain  so  long 
without  producing  them  ;  and  he  believed 
it  was  a  case  unparalleled  in  history,  that 
he  (lord  Yarmouth)  was  not  called  upon  to 
produce  his.  He  had  hoped  that  the  pri- 
vateletter  oXMr.  Fox  to  M.Talleyrand, con 
veyed  by  him,  contained  seme  memoran- 
;  dum  of  the  substance  of  what  he  had  com- 
municated, and  he  told  Mr.  Fox  he  did 
hope  so.  He  comm  u  nicated  to  M.  Talley 
rand  the  wishes  of  this  government ;  he 
made  the  demaifds  he  was  instructed  to 
prefer,  in  a  fair,  direct,  and  manly  manner, 
and  not  with  any  artifice  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  in.  He  did  state  the  basis  of  the 
intended  negociation  to  be,  that  of  actual 
possession,  and  no  objection  was  made  to 
that  statement  theny  or  at  any  other  time j 
it  being  always  understood  that,'  though 
the  uti  possidetis  was  the  basis,  it  Was  sirt>* 
ject  to ,  explanation  and  variation,  accord* 


change  in  the  Russian  minxstiy,  subsequent 
to  his  setting  out  on  his  mission.  He  had 
given  his  majesty's  ministers  intimation  by 
which  they  might  have  anticipated  the  pos- 
sibility of  M.  D'Oubrirs  concluding  a  se- 
parate treaty;  and  in  fact  he  did,  twa 
days  after,  sign  a  separate  treaty.  Then 
arose  th<^  diffic^lly  of  his  (lord  Yar- 
mouth's) situation ;  and  on  this  point 
particularly  he  trusted  to  the  candour 
of  the  house  for  a  patient  hearing,  though 
the  statement  was,  he  was  aware,  te- 
dious. On  Saturday  morning,  on  getting^ 
up,  he  had  read  these  words  in  a  respectable 
newspaper,  imputed  to  somebody  he  could 
notsaywho^  •*  the  noble  lord  (Yarmouth) 
having  instructions  not  to  produce  his  foil 
powers,  without  a  written  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  desired  basis,  did  think  it  pro- 
per to  produce  those  powers.*'  It  was  im- 
possible he  could  have  had  such  inatruc- 
tions.  It  was  a  known  thing,  that  no  pa. 
per  could  pass,  till  the  full  powers  had  been 
exhibited.  He  was  instructed  to  present  a 
paper,  containing  the  sentiments  ofhis  ma- 
jesty's government,  to  the  French  minister. 
But  the  French  minister  refused  to  receive 
it  as  a  diplomat^  communication,  witliout 
an  exhibition  of  fall  powiers.  The  French 
minister  desired  him,  in  these  circumstan« 
ces,  to  go  home  and  copy  the  note,  and 
give  it  to  him  ts  an  extract  from  a  newspa- 
pers  and  then  he  xfoM  answtr  it,  under 
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ma  engagemeDt  not  to  make  the  contents 
public*    If  his  majesty's  mftnisters  were  de- 
sirous to  get  a  written  acknowledgement  of 
tfae  basis  in  question,  there  should  have 
been  a  letter  on  the  subject  to  the  French 
tninisteri  which  be  would  have  been  well 
Contented  to    have    delivered  as  a  mere 
post-boy^  and  which  must  have  called  forth 
an  answer.  This  answer  he  might  have  had 
authority  to  open,  and  thus  a  written  acknow- 
ledgemeot  of  the  basts  might  have  been  ob- 
tained, which  would  not  have  been  denied 
except  in  a  moment  of  anger.  In  the  events 
that  had  occurred,  even  the  agreement  to 
cede  Hanover  might  have  been  denied.  He 
expected  it  would  have  been,  and  it  pro- 
bably woaldy  had  it  not  been  for  the  war 
between  France  and  Prassia.     When  he 
liad  received  the  communication,  reflect- 
ing on   kis  disclosure  of    his  full  pow- 
ers, he  had  sent  a   justification  on  the 
most    material  points,  ^  as  between   him 
and  his  majesty's  ministers.    He  did  not 
conceive  that  what  he  wrote  would  come 
before    the   public,    or    he    veould    hay& 
written  a    great    deal   more.      He    had 
no  instruction  to  withhold  his  full  pow- 
ers,   except    on    the   ground  of    Sicily: 
and    he '  considered    the   consent  of   his 
majesty's  ministers  tcr  negociate  for  that 
island,    as  an    evasion  of   the    claim    to 
its    absolute,  unqualified  cession,    which 
be  had   beea  before  instructed  to  insist 
upon  as.  a  necessary  preUminary  to  the 
farther  progress  of  the  negociation.     The 
only     question    between     him    and    his 
majesty's  ministers  was,  the  question  of 
expediency ;  and  his  answer  to  what  they 
urged  against  htm  on  this  point  was,  that 
hfi  could  not  possibly  have  advanced  a  step 
further  in  the  negociation  without  exhibit- 1 
ing  his  full  powers.    It  would  have  been  a 
question  in  that  pase  with  the  French  go-^ 
▼emment,  whether  it  should  sacrifice  the 
chance  of  peace  with  England,  and  with 
that  chance  the  king's  German  dominions, 
to  the  preservation  of   its  alliance  with 
Prussia  ?  or  whether  it  would  encounter  a 
Prussian  war  for  the  chanee  of  a  negocia- 
tion with  England.    In  order  to  create  an 
altematyve  in  this  case,  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  give  a  real  exiflteace  to  the  ne- 
godatioB  by  the  exhibition  of  hie    full 
powers*    If  he  bad  not  taken  that  resolu* 
'tiotif  be  should  have  been  under  the  neces- 
sity of  getting  isfto  a  post-chaise/and  pro- 
ceeding, not  to  Boulogne,  for  he  was  not 
an  accredited  negocialor,  but  to  some  odier 
iPttrtfroAwlieMe  hia  sMij^sty^e  mmters 


might  have  had  news  of  hiim)  and  of  the 
issue  of  the  negociation  with  which  he  w«9 
entrusted^  in  a  fortnight  after  the  dose  of 
the  proceedings.     He  wished  he  had  ha4. 
provisional  instructions  how  be  should  eolt 
in  the  event  of  tlie  conclusion  of  a  separ 
rate  treaty  by  D'^Qubril^    Then  he  wouM 
have  been  **  in  uirumqve  paratusr    But  it 
was  not  tin  the  fact  of  the  signature  of  ik«t 
separate  treaty  was  known  fo  aU  the  eoufflji 
of  Europe,  that  instructions  were  sent  i» 
him  how  to  regulate  his  conduct  upon  tfaalt 
event.   Shortly  after,  lord  Lauderdale  wafi 
joined  with  him  in  the  management  of  the 
negociation.  He  had  toolongaQ,acquaifll« 
ance  with  that  noble  lord»  too  high  avatue 
upon  that  acquaintance,  too  high  a  sense 
of  his  talents  and  his  character,  to  feel  hart 
upon  that  appointiBent«    He  owned  that 
some  men  might  have  felt  themselves  hurt 
at  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers  ia 
the  naatter ;.  but  he  had  too  high  a  respect 
for  the  noble  lord,  to  allow  him  to  see  that 
he  felt  himself  from  that  time  to  be  a  mere 
dead  letter ;  besides,  he  dreaded,  that  if  he 
should  withdraw  from  the  negociation,  new 
difficulties  and  fresh  coldness,  and  want  of 
confidence  would  arise.^     No  one  could 
doubt  that  the  opportmiity  was  favourable 
for  the  conclusion  of  a  more  glorious  peace 
than  had  at  any  other  time  been  ofiered  to' 
this  country.     We  had  broken  off  in  the 
consideration  of  DalmaCia  and  Sicily.  Our 
engagements  with  the  "emperor  of  Russia 
were  the  ground  of  this  tenacity,  and  our 
engagements  with  the  king  of  Naples,  and 
the  intrinsic  value  of  the  island  of  Sicily 
itself.    It  was  not  very  easy  to  justify  ther 
breaking  off  a  negociation  so  essential  to' 
the  repose  of  two  great  nations^  withbut  the 
proof  of  having  made  every  reasonable  at« 
tempt  to  bring  it  to  a  favourable  issue. 
What  we  thought  due  to  the  honour  of 
Russia,  certainly  could  not  wear  an  unfa- 
vourable appearance  when  proposed  by  us, 
but  w^should  be  informed  whether  Russia 
herself  set  an  equal  value  upon  what  we  in- 
sisted upon,  from  a  sense  of  her  regarding 
it  with  equal .  estimation.    When  the  king 
of  Naples  entered  into  the  war,  with  a  view 
to  the  common  interests  of  nations,  he  was 
naturally  defended  by  a  great  part  df  the 
disposeable  force  of  this  empire  at  a  vast 
expence^  He  wished  we  couki  be  told  that 
we  were  at  war,  because  the  emperor  of 
Russia  disapproved  of  the  terms  offisrad 
for  himself  or  for  the  king  of  Naples.  .What 
would  the  country  think  when  vve  weve 
!told>  thatimore  gioTioiw  ttnas  ihao  ibiKl 
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ever  before  been  offered,  had  been  rejected 
at  a  time  wben  we  bad  failed  in  ewery  con- 
tinental attempt,  merely  on  the  ground  of 
this  one  impediment  ?     Bat  was  it  to  be 
supposed  tbat  the  king  of  Naples  would 
not  have  been  extremely  happy  to  exchange 
Sicily,  from  which  he  might  easily  be  ex- 
pelled by  France  at  a  favourable  oppor* 
tonlty,  for  some  possession  which  the  ma- 
ritime superiority  of  Great  Britain  would 
always  be  sufficient  to  preserve  io  him,  or 
some  one  which,  by  its  own  territorial 
power,  would  be  sufficient  to  maintain  it- 
sdf?    Dalmatia  and  Albania  had  been  of- 
Ibred  to  the  king  of  Naples,  and  it  was  not 
clear,  if  the  attempt  had  been  made,  but 
the  Balearic  Isles  might  have  been  annexed 
to  these:  Dalmatia  would  have  excited  more 
jealousy  if  given  to  Russia^  than  if  given  to 
Austria  or  Naples*    If  it  was  clear  tbat  the 
war  was  continued  because  justice  would 
not  be  done  to  our  allies,  there  would  be 
no  doubt  as  to  the  resolution  the  house 
ought  to  come  to  >  no  more  ought  there  to 
be  if  the  war  were  continued  on  account  of 
India*    But  if  it  was  continued  on  the  for- 
mer ground,  the  identity  of  the  sentiments 
and  the  reciprocity  of  the  obligations  of 
our  allies,  ought  to  be  established*     He 
bad  risen  merely  to  rescue  his  own  con-' 
duct  from  the  very  extraordinary  situation 
of  a  public  man,  charged  with  violating  in- 
structions which  he  had  never  received. 

Lord  Howick  thought  be  had  stated,  as 
distinctly  as  possible,  that  the  noble  lord 
.'had  had  no  instructions  to  insist  on  a  writ- 
ten  acknowledgement  of  the  basis  iii  the 
first  instance*  As  the  noble  lord  stated, 
he  was  sent  to  carry  a  verbal  answer  to  a 
verbal  proposition,  He  was  instructed^ to 
obtain  in  this  way  an  acknowledgement  of 
the  basis,  and  directed  not  to  use  his  full 
powers  till  the  French  government  should 
return  to  the  basis  on  which  it  had  set  out* 
It  was  not  a  written  but  an  actual  acknow- 
ledgement that  tlie  noble  lord  had  been 
instructed  to  claim,  psevious  to  the  pro* 
duction  of  his  full  powers ;  and  as  soon  as 
he  should  have  produced  his  powers,  he 
was  directed  to  seek,  in  his  first  subsequent 
note,  a  written  acknowledgement*  Mr. 
Fox's  letter  went  back  to  the  original  offer 
of  the  uti  potsideiia.  The  demand  of  Sicily 
was  a  violation  of  that  offer ;  and  it  was 
on  that  ground  that  the  noble  lord  was 
ordered  not  to  proceed  one  step  further, 
.  till  that  demand  should  be  relinquished, 
and  the  basis  established }  unless  that  re- 
quisition were  GompU^d  witb|  tb^  fiobla 


lord  was  instructed  to  demand  his  passports 
in  civil  terms,  and  to  come  away*  He  was 
only  surprised,  tbat,  after  the  explanation 
that  had  already  been  given  to  this  effect, 
the  noble  lord  should  have  thought  the 
vindication  he  bad  entered  into  at  all  ne- 
cessary. 

Mr*  Montague  regretted,  that  in  the 
wbole  of  this  business  he  saw  the  complete 
success  of  the  machinations  of  France*  The 
French  policy  put  him  in  mind  of  the  po- 
licy of  tbe  anetent.  Turks,  which  was,  to 
make  short  tr.uces  to  secure  conquests,  and 
short  wars  to  enlarge  them^  Considering 
the  case  on  this  principle^  we  might  find 
that  the  French  bad  procured  tbe  benefit  of 
a  truce,  and  used  it  to  blind  our  gove;rn*- 
ment«  The  origin  of  the  negociation  wa9 
owing  to  tbe  death  of  that  great  statesman, 
Mr*  Pitt,  the  pilot  'who  had  weatheved  so 
many  storms*  He  thought  he  saw  that  i^ 
lustrious  statesman  contending  with  tbe 
demon  who  endeavoured  to  entice  him,  as 
Somnus  did  the  pilot  Palinarus  of  old*  He 
thought  be  heard  tbe  demon  address  bim 
in  the  words  used  to  Palinurus  :-^ 
laside  Paliunre,  feruDt  ipsa  sefjuora  classem> 
iEquatae  spirant  anrae ;  datdr  hora  qaieti. 
Pone  caput,  fessosque  oc'ulos  furaTe  labofi. 
And  so  forth.  He  did  not  clearly  recollect^ 
tbe  rest  (a  laugh).  But  however  the  pilot 
did  not  trust  the  demon,  but  said — 

Mdne  tolis  pidteidi  vuUdlto  flueti^sque  quietos-  " 
,  Ignorare  jubes  ?  meoe  boic  con6dere  oioostro^ 
But  he  would  ask  whether  this  conduct  of 
Mr.  Pitt  was  at  ail  similar  to  that  of  MPi^ 
Fox }  Did  Mr.  Fox  distrust  the  demon? 
No,  he  was  earnestly  desirous  of  making 
peace,  and  of  this  desire  tbe  French  had 
taken  advantage.     He  lamented  the  deatb 
of  Mr.  Fox*    He  was  acquainted  with  hm^ 
and  valued  him  as  a  man  >  but  during  the 
last  20  years,  he  had  always  differed  with 
him  in  politics,  and  in  all  that  period,  he  had 
never  altered  his  conduct,  which,  in  these 
times  of  shifting  and  returning,  was  rathar 
a  singular  instance.    As  to  the  first  over- 
ture, he  considei^ed  it.as  having  come  froia 
Mr*  Fox,  for  his  letter  had  broken  the  ice* 
It  was  impossible  that  those  glances  and 
ogling^  at  peace  which  it  contained^  could 
escape  the  notice  of  such  a  penetrating  po. 
litician  as  M.  Talleyrand.    He  did  not  liioa 
the  expression  of  perfiect  a^aclnn^nt  to  thtf 
man  who  had  been  the  disturber  o(  Europe 
in  the  late  wars*    It  was  natural  to  expect 
that  a  fulsome  letter  should  be  sent  ii» 
answer;  but  this  was  not  to  be  sbewoe  ta 
Joha  Bull*    fie  was  not  to  see  that*    Ifx 
saying  tbis,  he  4>d  ^ot  Q)e«M^.  tft.  cast  %wj^ 
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i<eflection  on  Mr.  Fox  more^  than  the  na- 
tare  of  the  case  warranted.  When  the 
headship  of  Mr.  Fox  and  M.  Talleyrand 
began,  be  could  not  say.  Perhaps  it  was 
when  Talleyrand  was  here,  in  1792,  and 
had  kindled  the  flames  of  war  over  Europe. 
He  would  pass  over  what  had  occurred  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  lord  Yarmouth.  He 
acknowledged  that  Mr.  Fox  had. exposed 
the  sophistry  of  Talleyrand  in  a  clear  and 
manly  manner.  But,  was  it  the  policy  of 
Talleyrand  to  obtain  peace  ?  No.  Why  then 
it  was  nothing  better  tJian  a  truce  upon 
the  principle  before  mentioned,  to  enable 
Bonaparte  to  make  preparations  for  his 
attack  on  Russia  and  Prussia.  Talleyrand 
saw  chat  Mr.  Fox  was  desirous  of  peace, 
and  though  he  himself  was- not  desirous  of 
it,  yet  he  knew  how  to  make  the  most  of 
the  disposition  manifested  by  Mr.  Fox. 
He  saw  how  he  might  distract,  disappoint, 
and  confound  us  in  all  our  operations,  and 
lie  had  succeeded.  Mr.  Fox's  letter  might, 
for  any  thing  he  knew  to  the  contrary, 
liave  been  given  to  the  French  party  at  St. 
Petersburgb,  with  a  view  to  create  doubts 
in  the  mind  of  the  emperor.  lie  knew  not 
9¥hether  Mr.  Fox  had  the  precaution  to 
jnform  the  emperor  qf  Russia  that  he  had 
sent  such  a  letter.  It  was  sijiflficient  to  say, 
'^bat  he  would  not  conclude  peace  without 
Jlussia,  but  be  ought  to  have  given  the 
ie<mper6r  notice  beforeband.  Talleyrand 
inight  IJav^  even  insisted,  from  that  letter, 
that  a.nbgoria^ion  was  going  on,  and  thus 
alienated  th^  pxind  of  our  ally.  Bid  he 
atick  at  going  beyond  the  truth  on  another 
occasion?  This  negociation  or  truce  was 
nierely  a:  blind»  to  enable  Buonaparte  the 
more'- securely  (o  prepare  for  war  against 
Prussia,  our  natural  ally.  It  was  only  by 
a  co-operation  with  j^russi^  that  we  could 
attack  Fraivse.  Now,  he' said  that  this 
obvious  policy  was  lost  si^ht  of  in  our  late 
war  witli  Pnissia*  in  consequence  pf  which 
we  bad  no  influence  in  his  councils,  so  that 
the  late  jcalamities  happened  to  the  kings 
and  such  was  his  situation  now,  that  we 
xnustrun  all  over  Germany  before  we  could 
jfi^d  him  out.  Buonaparte  conjured  up  a 
phantom  which  set  Prussia  and  us  by  the 
ears^  and  whicb»  like  the  dispute  of  AchiU 
les  and  Agamemnon,  brought  upon  us  a 
Fhole  IKad  of  calamities.  We  did  not 
seem  to  be  awarq  of  this.  Now  it  was  well 
known  that  Talleyrand  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable experience,  and  he  chose  the 
noble  lord  opposite  (Yarmouth)  to  carry 
.  M  the  Htfgo^iatipn  mder  ^iicapisjaaces 


where  he  was  not  a  proper  person  for  the 
business,  because  he  was  then  a  prisoner  in 
France,  and  had  hopes  of  freedom  pnly 
through  the.  medium  of  peace.  This  coun- 
try ought  not  to  have  entrusted  such  a  bur- 
then to  a  man  unaccustomed  to  diplomacy; 
he  said  this  without  any  disrespect  to  the 
noble  lord,  but  really  it  was  not  fitting  that 
he  shouki  be  sent  to  treat  with  sbch  a  maa 
as  Talleyrand.  This  was  very  imprudent, 
and  it  was  not  less  ungenerous  to  censure 
the  noble  lord  in  this  public  manner,  when 
he  happened  not  to  have  pleased  them. 
Now,  as  to  the  basis  of  the  uti  possidetis; 
the  whole  lay  between  the  assertions  ol 
the  noble  lord  and  of  Talleyrand.  A  writ- 
ten note  would  have  made  the  matter  clear, 
and  it  was  very  inconsiderate  in  the  govern* 
ment  not  to  have  insisted  upon  this^  .  But 
the  fact  was,  that  Mr.  Fox  did  not  like  to 
put  the  question  suddenly.  He  was  afraid 
he  might  lose  his  favourite  object;  follow* 
ing  the  policy  of  a  man  with  a  woman,  he 
did  not  ask  her  the  question  broadly  at 
once,  otherwise  she  might  have  slapped 
the  door  in  his  face.  From  the  conduct 
of  the  other  noble  Icurd  (Lauderdato)  en? 
Crusted  with  the  negociation,  in  I79^y  and 
his  intimacy  with  the  Brissotines,  who  had 
since  put  their  king  to  death,  and  from  the 
patience  with  whidi  he  had  listened  to  the 
projects  for  the  destruction  of  England, 
within  the  walls  of  the  national  assembly 
he  could  not  think  him  a  fit  person  to  be 
charged  with  the  interests  of  his  country  in 
this  negociation.  He  blamed  the  dalliance 
in  which  these  ministers  were  kept.  Their 
situation  was  no  better  than  prisoner^, 
being  refused  the  passports  they  demanded. 
It  reminded  him  of  a  story  he  had  read  in 
the  newspapers  the  other  day,  of  a  gentler 
man,  whom  two  prostitutes  seized  in  Bond- 
street,  and  embraced  so  closely,  one  behind 
and  another  before,  that  he  was  unable  to  . 
move;  while  a  third  picked  his  pockets. 
They  had  granted  him  the  fraternal  em- 
brace, and  held  him  so  tightly,  that  h^ 
could  scarcely  move,  much  less  stit  a  hand 
OF  leg.  He  absolutely  could  not  move, 
so  loving  was  this  said  hug.  They  treated 
him  as  Mr.  Burke  said  they  had  treated 
lord  Malmsbury.  They  told  him  stprie^, 
such  as  nurses  tell  children^ .  '*  Fo^r 
baby  bunting,  the  king  is  ^one  a  hunting.'' 
Yes!  he  had  gone  a  hunting  with  a  ven-* 
geance ;  but  then  it  was  to  hunt  the  royal 
tiger  of  Prussia,  and  he  carried  with  him  a 
train  no  less  numerous  than  that  which  prcf 
ceded  tl^e  tigei!  huatipgs  in  the  enstf    Aod 
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fhm  fitet  lNi|>|nnedf  Wliy  cbd  not  lo^d 
lAoderdaie  Hcnmnd  a  categorical  auiwer 
«l  oace-?  H«  kad  only  to  6ay»  *'  this  is 
Ihe  basis  on  vfaicfa  ««  aball  ueat;"  and 
tlMn  ka  wouH  liave  liad  a  |>kua  answer,  aye 
^roo.  ill  sboFt,  oarxnuiisters  had  been 
tabboo^led  from  the  hrginniog  to  the  end. 
lAf »  Burke  had  descri]^  the  caae  of  a 
jirrsoa  m  Turtle)',  who^  «rhik  be  received 
»  certain  unpleasant  afiplication,  begged 
tiioie  wlio  mflicted  it  to  accept  '^  the  assu- 
JMsces  of  his  high  consideration/'  This 
was  tba  eaee  with  lord  Lauderdale  at  first, 
iwt  at  length  he  seemed  disposed  to  retort 
tot  o^y  on  the  prince  of  Benevento,  the 
}f#i«ee  of  Ponte  Corvo,  and  the  duke  of 
B^rgy  bot  even  on  the  emperor  himself. 
Ocftierwiee  be  would  not  have  been  de- 
ioribed  lU  betraying  unstiitablet  imperious, 
Itfkd  tetage  manners.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  noble  lord  had  done  his  duty,  but 
iMTfng  sat  quietly  in  the  Cyclops' cave,  while 
tiie  thunderboltB  of  war  were  forging  against 
Ilia  country,  he=  could  not  think  hiai  a 
^foper  perfton  to  be  entrusted  with  the.  ne« 
gociatlon*  Pie  could  see  no  benefit  likely 
to  accrue  from  sending  a  second  nego- 
tiMofy  ftftfer  the  changes  in  Germany^  which 
timdered  any  peace  that  could  be  made, 
^  thfe  noble  lord  observed,  totally  insecure. 
•M^  charged  ministers  with  obvious  infe- 
riority to  the  iate  government,  which  they 
represented  as  snetficteut.  He  blamed 
IfteM  fol*  the  deftciency  of  their  own  per- 
ft>mMit)cei  and  for  the  recall  of  ofiicers  who 
bad  doue  ^ell,  m!erely  because  they  were 
objects  of  private  pique.  He  joined 
theartily  in  that  part  of  the  address,  which 
•J^ledged  every  heart  and  hand  to  the  de- 
jieune  of  the  country ;  and  if  there  had  been 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  government,  to 
sacrifice  part  of  what  was  necessary  to  the 
•balance  of  power,  the  ill  success  of  that 
^disposition  afforded  double  nsotives  for 
tigorous  exertions  in  war.  Now  was  tire 
time  to  put  forth  British  fortitude*  In 
'^ace,  nothing  was -so  becoming  as.meek- 
fi^ss;  but  whe^ti  the  trump  of  war  was 
ilibuuded,  the  einews  ought  to  stiffen,  and 
th^  s'crnses  become  fierce  as  those  of  a  tiger. 
Let  tfiibniers  be  vigilant  and  attentive, 
^d  they  ((hould  have  his  support;  notuni- 
IMn,  un^ualited  support,  for  he  thought 
it  H^t  to  keep  tbem  alert  by  admonitsou 
'%StA  taUig&tion,  but  qualified  and  rational 
'^Mi^^)  iCocfrdbgfES  they  should  be  fotmd 
•^  ^HE^t^^t.  Maay  of  them  be  esteenved 
f^lbMslty,  iftWl  hie  particularly  requested 
t^  neUfe  )mM  i^piiite  <f iowitk)  *'  to  ac. 


cept  the  fullest  asaurances  of  his  high  con- 
sideration/' 

Sir  Tkomat  Tur^n  rose  aad  delivered  his 
maiden  speech.    He  said,  he  did  not  think 
he  sfaouki  satisOsctorily  discharge  hia  duty  to 
his  constituents,  to  that  house,  or  to  him* 
self,  if  he  did  not  candidly  avow  his  senti* 
ments,  upon  tlie  present  most -important 
question,  and  state  as  candidly  the  reasons 
upon  which  he  grounded  those  sentiments^ 
and  which  should  alone  inftuence  his  vote 
this  night.    He  said,  that  in  bb  view  of 
the  conduct  of  our  ambassadors,  the  story 
of  their  proceedings  might  be  summed  up 
in  a  very  concise  way-^-that  they  were  ki 
this  country  when  they  should  have  been  in 
Frzince,  and  that  they  remained  in  France 
long  after  that  period  at  which  they  should 
have    dated    their   departure*      He    waa 
anxious  to    assure  the    house,    that  the 
grounds  upon  which  his  sentiments  of  the 
general  conduct  of  ministers  during  the 
late  negociatiou  were  rested,  were  deduced 
solely  from  the  papers  now  before  the  house ; 
and  the  observations  he  had  to  dStr  to  the 
house  upon  those  papers  he  should  divide 
under  three  distinct  heads ;  first,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  negociation  to  the . 
time  of  lord  Yurmouth's  airivtd.     The 
second  period  to  which  he  should  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  was  from  the  arrival 
of  lord  Yarmouth  in  thia  country,  to  the 
refusal  of  tlie  court  of  St.  Petersburg  to 
ratify  the  treaty  of  M.  d'Oubril ;  and  Sdly, 
from  that  period  to  the  rupture  of  the  late 
negociation.    As  to  the  first,  he  would  in 
general  observe,  that  the  first  question  that 
would  naturally  suggest  itself  in  the  open- 
ing of  any  treaty  for  peace  between  the 
belligerent  powers  would  be,  what  further 
advantages  were  to  be  expected  by  either 
party  in  tlie  continuation  of  hostilities"-* 
such  treaties  should  be  conducted  by  a 
policy  conceded  to  by  all  nations,  and  in* 
deed  in  itself  justifiable,  the  contracting 
parties  concluding  upon  terms  mutually 
and  respectively  advantageous.      Ip  this 
point  of  view,  he  could  iM>t  be  brought  to 
think  that  the  conduct  of  our  ministers  in 
managing  that  treaty  waa  marked  with  that 
jealousy  and  caution  which  were  so  nece^ 
sary  in  any  communication  with  a  cabinet 
so  proverbial  for  diplomaitic  intrigue  aa  that 
of  tlie  enemy;  at  tlie  same  time   he  was 
wtning  to  confess  that  if  there  was  a  man 
in  the  empire  peculiarly  fitted  for  negocia. 
tion  with  any  continental  power,  more  es- 
pecially fbr«omiucting  a  treaty  witl»  France 
tbe'gre»t  and  illuvtridus  atatesman  whose 
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loss  was  sog«Q^ra11y  tnd  sincerely  depl^^red, 
was  that  man.    Tbougli  a  iQOg,  aud  indeed 
«a  uniform  opponent  to  the  measures  oi 
that  great  ns^,  this  adoaission  justice  re*- 
quired  from  him,  and  he  felt  no  reluctanee 
iaaceeduig  tq  it ;  hop,  as  he  never  opposed 
hi.oi  but  when  he  thought  him  wrong,  SO 
he  did  not  now  panegyrize  him  without 
reason.  He  had.  said,  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  was 
best  calculated  to  negf9cie,te  with  Fradce  : 
aod  why?«^b«cause  the  artidce,  finesse,  and 
muchiieiveltftu  tricks  of  .the  court  of  Satnt 
Clo^ud  coiildi  be  effecUiaJly  opposed  only 
by  thle  cafldonr.  add  manly  simplicity  of 
Mr;  Fox.     He  did  not  look  upon  a  nego- 
pialiou  oathe:baiais  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
ais  SQ  very  aladrming  as  it  was  d^sciiiMd  to 
be  out  of  doors.  Though  Bonaparte  might 
gaiusiiips  and  colonies  and  commerce^  he 
Could  never  gain,   a  growth   of   English 
sailors^and  therefbri^  wbfaad  notbiiig  to  fear. 
The  superior  skiU  and  elegaace  of  our 
fabrics  would  always  secure  the  commerce 
and  manufactures  of' our  cpuntry.     He 
was  of.o)}iiiton, .  thbt  the  aasassin  whom 
JVIr.  fox  denounced,   was  a  spy  of  the 
French  gckvemment^    like  Mehle  de    la 
Toucbe.     Ooiy.  three  .points  wenc  agreed 
upon  iii  the    long  iiegociation   tb«t  bad 
^en  plaee,^  the  iatngrity  of  the  Turkish 
£a)pire,  the  cessioni  of  Hanover,  and  the 
right  of  Great  Britain  to  interfere  with  the 
^rrAagemetsts  of  the  Continent.     We  re 
fused,  ho&vever^  to   tneai  further  without 
ilussia,  and  on  what  ground  ?  We  had  no 
treaty  with  Russia,   except  the  treaty  of 
ctfnoert.     Ttml  was  a  treaty  of  sii^idy 
and  of  military  operations.     lii  this  sense 
it  could  not  be  in  force,  for  sioce  the  battle 
of  AuflterlitCy  no  Russian  army  had  acted^ 
and  therefore  no  subsidy  could  faie  claimed. 
The  bafiia  df  the  vii  pos^idetisj  Subject  to 
exdumge^and  cessioi)^  had- beeau  acted  upon; 
It  was  impossible  to  imagine  any  thing  so 
Prague  aa  the  prinekple  of  a  peaeeiioiiour- 
able  tn  both  parties ;  for  tlie  honour  of 
each,  and' what  that  faooourreiG^ttiredy  was 
entirely  in  it».owja  conception*     H0  con* 
denied  the  employing  of  a  peM^jo,  ndt 
«8ed  to  dif»idiniatse^tracLsaotiims^  in  the  piemq- 
duct  6f  ihB  ne^Quttsen;  If  aa  etperieneed 
person  had  been  employed,  tUse  basis  would 
have  baea  early  aeknowiedgsd,  or  the  ne- 
goctatioa  would' bwe  been  broJceti  off.  The 
negodation  was  meant  but  to  entrap ;   and 
h»Qa  tfa0  a^fuon  to  «wille&  dcH^utiienta. 
The  prof^ositiCm  to  indemnify'  the  king  of 
Maples  by  thesei^^fe  of  the  Haasa  Towns, 
ought,  ^o  hare  been  rejecled  with  iudigna- 
VoL.VHL 


t4Qn.    He  thought  the  reasons  aBsigned  hy 
theDoble  lord  for  producing  his  full  pow^rst 
ought  tp  acquit  ministers  on  that  grounds 
The  noble   lofH}   saidi   in*  his  first  note 
to  general  Clarke,  that  he  was^  rea<k.  to 
discuss  the  batis  of  a  geqeral  peace.  Hence 
it  wfts  to  beiaA^rred^  that  the  basis  was  noi^  ^ 
considered  as  settled.      He  should  have 
thought  that  lord  |«auderdale '  would  have 
been  instructed  to  bring  this  matter  to  a 
conclusion*  Till  the  20th  ofApril  absolute!;^ 
nothing  was   done,    and    tue   whole    si2 
montbs  pofised  in  ne^ociation  were  nuga4 
tory.    Though  it  mif^i  be  a  question,  whe«^ 
ther  M.  d'Oubril  had  e^ceeoed  his  pow^r§ 
in  conclgdinjij  tlie  treaty  he  had  sighed, 
there  could  be  np  doubt  that  be  tiad  author 
rity  to  treat  separately;   and  there  were 
even  rumours  that  negociatious  were  going 
on   at    Petershurgh  at  tfi^  '  present    mo- 
ment.     He  ^bought  we  should  consider, 
therefore,  whether  Russia  had  a  claim  oii 
us  for  all  this  attention,  amounting  to  a  re^ 
fu^  to  make  pes^ce  without  her,  even  when 
there  could  be  no  assurance  that  she  wa$ 
as  decidedly  wid>  us»     As  to  the  questioa 
respecting  Hanover,,  there  was  no  BritoQ 
that  was  pot  prepared  to  nofake.  any  saicf  i- 
fice  for  its  recovery,  if  thp  loss  .of  bis  ma- 
jesty's electoral  domiiiibes  would  produce 
a.  wrinkle  on  the  brow  pf  his  ^aeclining 
jears.    He  couid  nipt  agree  witE  the  no- 
ble loj:d|   that,  if  we  had  secured  Sicily 
and  Dalmatia,  we  might  have  given  tip  all 
our  other  conquests.    He  saw  no  TQason 
why  we  should  notiiave  claimed  Naples  as 
well  i^  Sicily^  .  U  apfjeared  tohitti  extraor- 
dinary, that  the.qji^eptioa  of  indemnity  for 
the  lung  of  Sardinia,,  who  liad  been  aban- 
doaed  9t  the  treaty  of.<^.miea^,  had  been  in 
this  inatance  revived,    fie  was  sorry  to 
differ  from  ^is  lipa*  friendt  with  res{)ect  to 
the  policy  of  our-supportin|i  Prussia.    The 
whole  bistpry  o^  that  pawer  for  the  last  66 
years,  shewed,  that  bu^r  invariable  ■  polic^ 
was  directed  to  her  own  aggrandizement^ 
Sh^  had  been  the  eternal  enemy  of  Austria, 
9nd  the  uniform  .friend,  of  all  the  different 
SMeoessiwe  governments  of  France  since  the 
French  revolution.    Be  was  glad  to  havdr 
observedi  in  the  address  on  the  speech  it 
the  opening:  of  the  session,  that  there  was 
none  of  that  desponding  language  of  ex- 
hausted means  and  dilapidated  resources, 
used  on  other  occasions,  contained  in  it. 
The  resources  of  the  empire  were  said  to, 
remain  unimpiured,  and.  if  they  were  un- 
impaired,, it  was  owing  to  the  measures  of 
that  great  statesman  now  no  more  (Mr« 
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the  person  mott  fit  to  be  Joined  with  hitn 
in  the  councils  of  his  majesty.     Had  that 
advice  been  acteptedi  the  destination  of 
Mr.  Fox  would  no  doubt  have  been  to  that 
office  from  which  he  has  so  lately  and  un» 
happily  been  torn  by  the  hand  of  death.— 
Neither,  sir,  was  it  neeessary  for  the  hon. 
gent,  to  recur  to  those  invidious  topics, 
which  in  his  estimation  disqualified  tbeearl 
of  Lauderdale  from  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  plenipotentiary  from  this  country  to 
France.     The  leaders  of  the  different  re- 
volutionaiy  factions  in  France  have  expi- 
ated  their  crimes  by  their  blood.    But  if 
to  the  various  qualifications  for  such  a 
situation  possessed  by  my  noble  friend ; 
bis  extensive  informationt  his  indefatiga- 
ble Industry,  his  acknowledged  talents,  and 
bis  inflexible  integrity,  could  be  added  an 
actual  acquaintance  with  the  characters  and 
persons  of  some  of  those  with  whom  he 
might  have  to  transact  tmsiness  of  such 
importance,  surely  in  the  eyes  of  any  rea« 
sonable  man,  it  would  decide  the  prefer 
rence  in  his  favour;— It  is  not,  however, 
sir,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  animadvert* 
ing  upon  these  objectionable  parts  of  the 
speech  of  that  hon.  gent.,  or  of  refuting 
his  argument  that  I  have  risen  to-night,  but 
also  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  opinions, 
the  infiuence  of  which  upon  my  mind  I  am 
not  able  to  controuU    So  far  from  entering 
into  the  sentiments  of  the  hon.  gent.,  I 
entertain  those  of  a  nature  entinsiy  uppo* 
site,  •respecting  the  negociation  the  details 
of  which  are  now  uuder  the  consideration 
of  the  bouse.     1  cannot  concur    in  the 
language  of  the  Declaration  which   it  has 
been  recommended  to  his  majesty  to  pub* 
lish,  that  the  &ilure  of  the  negociation  is 
attributable  solefy  to  the  injustice  and  am* 
bition  of  France ;  neither  can  I  concur  in 
voting  an  address  which  tends  to  annihilate 
all  hopes  of  peace  to  this  countiy  and  the 
world  •«.»  No  one,    sir,    who    m«f\  have 
thought  it  worth  while  to  look  at  my  situa- 
tion personally,  or  to  attend  to  the  con* 
duct  I  have  adopted  from  the  formation  of 
the  existing  administration  to  the  present 
day,  can  doubt  of  the  ^pain  I  must  expe* 
rienee  in  the  execution  of  the  task  I  feel 
myself  called    upon    to   perform.*^ My 
known*  love  and  enthusiastic  veneration 
for  the  dead;  my  close. connexion  with, 
and  affectionate  friendship  for  the  Itving; 
my  active  and  aealous  support  of  measures 
which  I  approved,  but  for  which  I  was  not 
responsible ;  my  public  declarations  on  the 
8ubj<:ci  of  this  very  negociation,  upon  the 


Pitt),  to  whose  politics  he  bad  himself  been 
always  uttacbed.  The  sinking  fund,  which 
bad  been  the  work  of  that  illustrious  states^ 
man,  was  that  to  which  this  country  owed 
ell  \U  prosperity.  It  was  the  record  of  his 
services ;  and  well  he  might  have  sasd,  when 
lequeathingsucb  a  boon  to  his  countiy ; 

**  Non  omnis  moriar, 

Mqltaqoe  part  mei  vitabit  rainam.** 

He  hoped  the  honourable  gentlemen  oppo- 
lite  woul4  no(  berea^er  give  way  to  such  de- 
sponding language  as  was  contained  in  the 
letter  of  the  noble  lord  opposite  (Howick)  to 
the  lord  mayor,  on  thetubj^ct  of  the  capture 
of  Hamburgh.    That  poble  lord  appeared 
somewhat  partUl  to  these  communications; 
|ie  did  not  iQean  to  say,  however,  that  he 
vas  influenced  in  that  respect  by  the  caeo- 
fike$  s^Hbq^di^  The  bon.  bart  commented 
with    some    severity  upon   the  contents 
0f  the  letter  aUuded  to.  He  recommended 
to  the  npbl0  lord,  not  to  make  such  com. 
inunipations  in  future ;  and  concluded,  by 
iissuring  the  bouse  of  his  gratitude  ibr  their 
indulgepce,   apd    that,   though   he   had 
trespassed  at  some  length  upon  their  pa- 
fience,  hie  bad  not  uttered  a  single  senti«> 
sneut  that  was  not  sincerely  and  conscien- 
tiously the  result  of  his  unbiassed  judgment. 
Mr.  WhUhread  rose,  and  spoke  nearly  as 
follows  :«<v*M)r.  Speaker ;  it  was  my  wish  to 
have  spoken  iroipediatpl}' after  the  hon.geut. 
(Mr,  i4ontaga'e)  who  preceded  the  hon. 
>art.  (SirT.TUrton),  for  the  purpose  of 
pffering  a  few  observations  upon  a  speech 
abounding  with  classical  quotations,  and 
full  of  fanciful  illustration;  but  which,  I 
confess,  appears  to  me  not  to  have  con- 
tained the  sorl  of  reasoning  likely  to  pro« 
4uce  conviction  upon  the  members  of  this 
house ;  far  less  to  convey  sentiments  agree- 
able {q  tlia  friends  qf  either  of  those  illus- 
irious  fneUf  whpse  loss  we  severally  and 
fleeply  ^eplorCf    The  hpn,  gent,  has  in- 
formed us,  that  having  twenty  years  «ince 
taken  bis  seat  in  the  house  of  commons,  he 
^as  been  absent  froip  it  for  Ibe  last  ten : 
but,  sir,  one  wppid  have  thought  it  im- 
{>os9ible,  that  l^e  should  pot  have  heard  of 
the  political  transactions  which  have  token 
place  wi|hin  that  period  \  t^iat  he  should 
not  have  knpwp  th^t  the  iMaimosities  and 
contentions  of  wbicf)  h^  was  witness,  had 
}ong  since  ceased^    that  the  dissentions 
Vbich  (le  has  endeavoured  to  revive  are 
obsolete ;  an4  'hat  at  a  npost  critical  period 
of  the  affairs  of  this  country,  one  of  those 
itvat  rivals  r^^^s^i^tc^  to  bis  sovereign, 
^owf yer  unsoccessf^Ily,  tliat  \\l^  pth^r  \vas 
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imith  of  tliose  whom  I  trasted ;  must^  I 
thinks  secure  me  against  the  slightest  im- 
putation  of  acting  from  any  motives  but 
those  of  unmixed  and  sacred  duty.— Sir,  1 
'   will  confess  that  in  cobformity  to  the  sen- 
timents I  have  always  expressed  in  this 
house ,  peace  is  the  object  nearest  my  heart : 
and  I  need  hardly  explain^  that  by  peace,  I 
mean  peace  achieved  with  honour.     One, 
tbierefore,  of  the  principal  sources  of.  gra- 
tification to  my  mind  arising  out  of  the 
change  which  took  place  some  time  since 
in  Uie  councils  of   his  majesty,  was  the 
conviction    that   the  first  opportunity  of 
effecting  a  pacification  with  France,  would 
be  seized  and  improved  by  the  persons 
now  in  powet.     I  looked  with  an  eager 
eye  for  the  first  symptom  that  might  indi- 
cate the  possibility  of  so  joyful  an  event. 
I  listened  with  an  anxious  ear  for  the  first 
favourable  rumour :  and  when  1  caught  the 
grateful  news  of  a  correspondence  actually 
on  foot,  I  drew  happy  omens  of  the  event, 
from  my  firm  persuasion  that  all  the  parties 
engaged  were  sincere ;  and  from*  my  belief 
that  peace  sought  in  the  spirit  of  peace  is 
seldom  sought  in  vain.«— When  the  scene 
bad  closed,  when  all  hope  had  vanished, 
my  disappointment  was  keen,  but  mv  con- 
fidence was  unabated.    Upon  the  /aith  I 
had  in  my  noble  and   hon.  friends,  and 
most  especially  in  my  noble  friend  and  re- 
lation below  me  (lord  Uowick),  I   belie- 
ved that  peace  with  France  had  not  l^een 
concluded,  J>ecause  ^t  had  not  been  possi- 
ble to  conclude  it  with  honour.  Certai^ily, 
then,  I  came  to  the  consideration  of  the 
papers  before  you  with  the  strongest  feel- 
ings of  partiality.     1  expected  and  was 
disposed  to  find  the  cause  of  the  English 
government  triumphant;   the  conduct  of 
the  gpvernmmit  of  France  without  jiistifi- 
ipation  or  apology. — If,  with  such  previous 
impressions,  I  am  not  satisfied  that  Eng- 
land is  undeniably  in  the  right,  and  France 
as  completely  in  the  wrong;  if  I   think 
that,  under  any  imaginable  circumstances, 
it  is  the  height  of  impolicy  to  declare  that 
all  hope  of  peace  must  be  abandoned  ; 
how  can   I  vote  for  the  Address  which  is 
How  proposed  to  vou,  or  how  can  I  re- 
frain from  stating  tbe  arguments  which  in- 
duce me  to  difier  from  those  I  so  much  ^ 
respect  and  admire,   and  whom    it  has 
hitherto    been*  toy  pride  to  support?— 
Nothing  which  I  can  have  to  utter  will  be 
more  p^nfnl  than  this,  that  I  think  I  per- 
ceive iit  the  beginning  and  the  cobclusiOTj 
•f  the  negot:iatibn  recently  terminated,  a 


character  perfectly  distinct.— The  house* 
sir,  has  already  heaft'd  a  great  deal  of  the 
details  contained  in  these  papers^  and  t 
should  be  unwilling  to  detain  you  by  any 
unnecessary  recurrence  tb  the  particulars 
of  what  has  passed  ;  but  I  trust  t  shall  be 
excused  if  in  my  present  situation  I  should 
dwell  somewhat  minutely  on  those  parts  of 
the  transaction  which  at  least  justify  my 
own  conduct  to  myself.    I  have  spared  no 
pains  to  inform  myself,  I  have  omitted  no^ 
opportunity  which  has  offered    of   being 
either  persuaded  or  convinced,  but  in  vain. 
— I  may  be  allowed,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  in-* 
dulge  in  the  effusion  of  my  heart,  relative 
to  tbe  opening  of  the  correspondence^with 
the  French  government.     Sir,  it  was  not 
any  disposition  to  ogle  for  peace^  as  it  has 
been  called  by  the  hon.  gent.,  which  in<*> 
duced  Mr.  Fox  either  to  invent  (for  to  that 
length  it  has  been  carried  by  some)  or  to 
give  informaition  of  the  circumstance  which 
gave  rise  to  his  first  letter  to  M.  Talley* 
rand.    It  was  the  spontaneous  act  of  that 
noble  and  generous  heart,  impelled  by  np 
motive  but'  that  of  the  pure  and  eXalted 
benevolence  with  which  it  at  all  times  over^^ 
flowed. — Had  he  then  thought  peace  as 
impossible  as  I  am  sorry  to  say  my  noble 
friend  has  now  represented  it  to  be ;  nay, 
had  it  happened  at  a  much  earlier  period, 
and  he  could  have  foreseen,  and  have  been 
sure  that  the  battles  of  Marengo,  Auster* 
litz,  and  Auerstadt  could  have  been  pre- 
vented by  the  perpetration  of  a  deed  $(» 
foul;  he  would  have  rejected  it  with  the 
same  indignation,  and  made  the  communis 
cation,  which  might  counteract  it^  with  a 
feeling  of  abhorrence  as  strong,  and   an 
alacrity  as  decided  as  in  the  instance  be* 
fore  us.     As  an  admirer  of  the  qualities  of 
Mr.  Fox^s  bead  and  heart,  I  am  glad  such 
an  opportunity  was  afforded  of  exhibiting 
to  mankipd  his  genuine  philanthropy  in  its 
brightest  colours.— This  letter^sir,  however, 
produced  tlie  correspondence^  which  forms 
the  first  part  of  the  papers  submitted  to 
our  consideration  :  and  in'  all  these  letters, 
written  by  Mr.  Fox's  hand,  there  is  ex- 
hibited a  model  of  frankness, '  simplicity, 
wisdom,  and  resolution.    It  is  envious, 
that  the  proposal  tb  negociate^  came  from 
the  French  government,  and  that  the  basis 
suggested  was  the  treaty  of  Amiens  [No.  4. 
of  the  Papers  laid  before  Parliafnent,  p.  93.] 
By  the  address  of  Mr.  Fox,  this   basis, 
which  as  he  truly  said^  might  have  been  tbe 
source  of  endless  difi^reuce  and  difpote, 
was  immediately  supei;;sededy  anci  thv  true 
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*t  tb^t  (he  U:«»t;f  «bd«y  Ide  c^ciprpcaUj  |;^vitb  c^  verbal  caminuuicatipi^  fromM.TaU 
'^.  hQapur»bk  to  boib  co,uatm^.ai«d  tUeir|)kyraud^  ]l4r.  Fp^«  Tbe  subsitaDice  of  that 

£oni09iUi)C4^tioa.  U  given  ia  the  wxitten  not^, 
jof  the  13tl)  of  Juoe,(No^  12,  p.  109.]  e^d 
luaquQstionably  if  we  baci  receive^d  00  in- 


*«  allies."  [No.  4,  .p*9*»]    At  th^  9^(9$: 
time,  it  w^s  e^&pUf^itly  ^tal«d  ^y  Mr.  Fq^,. 
that  £ug)ajad  .could  i^oit  negpciate  iml^^ft 
Russia  ^<ras  admitted  as  a,  party  tq  the.ni^ 
gociattotu    Fi'4a£«,  aa  die  b^d   ^n  uu* 
doubted  right  to  d4i  i^fufted  to  conisent  to 
that  proposition.     It   ia    ^llfl«ce»^ary  (o 
dwell  upon  the  v^w  hut  iogetoiou^  xg^- 
soniog  with  wbioh  tihe  F,rencb  oiioister  at- 
tempted to  sbal^  ibe  p^rpp^  of  Mr.  Fox, 
wbose  j^QU8y  bea^n^^  justly  alar^ied  by 
the  perseveranoe  of  M..  Talleynap^i ;  lert 
France .  ab(xvld  «»tert^ia  the  idq^.  so  ^^ro- 
gatpry  to  the  dignity  ami  tbe.  rAgUt  of  Qre^t 
Britiau,  of  ei^mnding  bar  from  all  ini^r> 
fereuce  in  continental  afftiirs.    Ati  e^^pla- 
natfioQ^    bowey^r,  was  prvd^qed  on  that 
headj.  pfa:ifectly  satisfectory*  by  a  decla.- 
THtion    that  the  Fjiencb  emperor  wisibed 
to  eretit  .it  into  f^  principle,  "  that  each 
^<  coiwc^ry  should  baviC  |ia  interest  and  in- 
''  terference  in  all  that  concern^  the  cou' 
^'  tinent  of  Europe*"  [No,  10,  p.   105  J 
Still  the  point  of  joint  or^parate  qegocia- 
tion  wasnptadjustf^,  and  the  coxrespou-r 
dencf  had  ceased  from  the  26th  of  April 
to  thp^d  of  Jun^,  v,hen  it  was  resumed 
by  M.  J^Ueyrand  in  bi^i  letter  oj   that 
ii'4Ux.     In  answer  to  whicli.    Mr.    Fox 
stated  that  tbe  differencie  between  France 
aiid  l^n^nd  as  to  the  mo<^  of  n^goci'ating 
^ya$  a  difference  of  form  rather  than  sub- 
stance; But>  fl^r,  it.mu^t  be  acknov^iedged, 
iiad  joint  negociation  been  conceded  by 
France,  Ihat.  Mr*  Fpx  would  have  advised 
its  being  cojoamenced  the  ue^tMo^f-  [No.  7 
p.  97*]     Sir,    I  would  refer  to  the  Papers 
before  the  botusflu  for  the  !^r.ut,l;of  the  sUte- 
ment  wUbwiScb  i  h^ve  troubled  yoi^t^^d 
I  woulci.,  tben  a%k  of  my  uoUe  frieijid, 
whether  up  .to  the  moment  to  which  I  have, 
brought  tbe  transaction^    thc^T^  M?as   any. 
other  me  qu(i  ftm,  thap  tb^t  o^"  jo^^t  nego-. 
.elation  I  T^e  unhappy  teri9  of  9fii  posiideiis 
bad:aei>herheiea;intrpducfl4  ftpr  thought 
of-:  a^d  og^Bt  unlucky  in  my  estima^ipn  it 
has  been  that  U  wa^  evier  ns^^i  ffii;  it  bas| 
.proved. the  b|ine.irf  rite  <i^gQpifttigyQ»-**-Sir, 
I  inu&t  here  x^p^U'  <^ka>t  if  9,  lette^r  had, 
comefcom  t)ie.<Fr^f£b.a^ini9ter  coi^cpding 
the  admission  of  Eu^sia  to  the  tr^ajty,  thia: 
negoclatiou  wpwljl  b?.Ye.gPftC  op^^^fi  might 
vpon  a  free  discus^iq^  pf  termsr.  i|i  the 
lianda  of  Mo  JFpn  (faad  it  ptofi^dGpd  toj 
spare  bis.inialnableMfe))  hn^e  be€|i?,l?rougbt 


•fornp^tiPA  but  from  the  eontenis  of  that 
qote,  I  mu^t  bavQ  been  compelled  to  say 
the  basis .  of  t^i  possidetis  was  not  propo^ 
sed  by  the  French  government  at  all.  For-* 
tunatiely  however,  sir,  for  himself,  anjd  for 
the  9aUsfaction  of    the  bouse,  .  my  Iprd 
Yarmouth  is  present  at  our  deliberations, 
and  h^9  upon  tins  and  a  former  occasion 
thrown  great  light  upon  the  subject,  and 
much  Insisted  us  in  forming  a  judgment 
upQp  the  caae.    Sir,  my  Iprd  Yarmouth  ban 
told  us  that  M.  Talleyrand  proposied  the 
ba^i^  pf  H^i  jmsidetU  in  those  express  terms, 
9jad  at  the  same  time  gave  ^11  assurance 
of  the  disp4>sition  of  France  to  make  spe- 
cific concessions  to  England  of  the  higheat 
national  ini^rtance* — Hanover  was  to  be 
restored  unequivp<:ally  and  withput  com- 
pensation.    Mr,  Fox  instantly  adopted  the 
propositif^n  to  treat  upon  this  basis.    The 
diiEcuky. with  regarc^  to  ^i^ssia  having  been 
removed  by  the  arrivf^  of  her  plenipoten- 
tiary at  Paris,  and  it  being  und^erstood 
that  the  t9vo  coiyitries»  although  treating 
separately  would  npt  sign  treaties  s^arate 
from  each  other  or.  be  parties  to  apy  v- 
ra^igement  in  wl^igb  the  b^onoyr  of  e^cb 
country,  as  well  as  her  interests,  was  not 
guarded  by  the  stipulations  of  the  other, 
-T-My  lordYarmouth  returned  io  Paris,.and^ 
from  whiatever  causes,   fpund  the  French 
oiinister  receding  from   the  piopoaitions 
with  which  he  had  qharged  him.    In  thesp 
circumsi^ces  lord  Yarjuoutb  conducted 
himself  with  propriety  and  dignity.  [No* 
14,  p.  111.]  He  recalled  to  the  recollec- 
tion, of  M.  Talleyrand   the  conversation 
which  had  passed  between  them,  the  truth 
of  vy^ich  was  acknowledged  Sy  the  French 
minister ;  ajxd  held  out  no  hope  of  a  far 
vourable  issue,  under  tlie  altexed  dispo* 
sition  of  th^  court  of   France*-rln  this 
aituation  be  addressed  the  letter  to  Mr. 
fqx)  which  produpevd  the  6piri(e4  ancjl  iiu 
dvgpant  dispajtc^  of  ti^e  iSil^oi  Jun^  [Noi 
,15,  p.  112.]  which  my  noble  friend)  jbas  iip- 
forme(}  us^was  the,  l^sjt  written  l^y  thje  baoid 
of.  ^^r.  Fox.^    Mnch.sir^oB^  sir,,  htjis  b^ 
laid  by  my  i^ffble  nriend  oh ,  tbe  argunxm^ 
ujrge^,  by  hm^  a^  tending  |to  shew .  that  Mr. 
Fox  woul^  i)Ot  have  conseatqd  to  prpcec^ 
i^  anj  npgopiatio^  unless  thp  u(i.  fps^et^s 
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ijft^nt  «s  the  basis  x)i  tbe  proceeding*     ^^r, 
I  ^cai^iiol  find  any  ground  iipr  \h^t  as^rtion 
in  tlfie  wiwkle  oi  this  di8pa(c^.    True  ^  is 
tbat  Mr.  F9X  4^sire4  k^d.  Yaro^xuth  to 
recall  tbe  Prandi  mi^Wter  to.  liis  own,origi- 
]»al  proposal;  hjut  ii^  emeh^^K^Uy  states 
tbat   *'•  Sicily  is  t^  4^i£  g/ud  nou/^  a^  al* 
though  ha  argues  u^itb  gre^t  lyari^i  ^on 
the  conduct  of  tbe  French  governoient, 
and  even  si^-s  thai  it  was  u|poi^  the  f^i^th  oX 
tlie  uti  .passidel^  ^vd^g  \)»f^  ^reed  tp  as 
the  basis  of  tb^  aagpi:iatioD  thft  Iqpd  Yar- 
moii  tb  was  then  at  Paris ;  he  does  not  di- 
root  Uim,  to  break  o£  the  j(ifgqcia^ion  un- 
Uss  that  b^is  w^  amain  leqfOgniis^d.     He 
sums  up^  the  whole  of  hi^  reasoni^^  '^^  one 
cemarkab]|e  paragraph :    *-  The  result  o( 
^  wipat  I  have  staged  to  your  Ipr^ip  is 
*^  this„  1st,  That  Sicily  is  a  «i;{«  ^t^i^on; 
*'  OQ  which  8pbj,ext,  if  the  French  wni&teF 
^  recedes  (rt^w  his  fanner  answer,  it  is  in 
*^  vain  that  ^y  further  dispusNon  shP^ld 
*^  take  pjl^e.     It  is  clearly  with^  his  first 
*^  opinion  <j^ivered  to  your  lordship  ;  i$  is 
**  clearly-  witliin  his   kst   descr^ptioifk  of 
^'  pla^es.^  which  ajve  reciprocally  posiacu^^ 
^'  by  the  two  countries,  ai^  canv^^t  in  9)]. 
"  probability  be  recovered  by  war." — ^Bnt, 
sir,  c^M  i^y  noble  friend  find  in  any  part 
of  this  di^pj|tcb  a^oy  other  groMnd  stated 
upon  which  th^  discussions  ^re  to  be  finally 
aad  perejnptorily  closed?    On  U^  con- 
trary, is  aot  lord  Yarmouth  tpld  tbaX  the 
nionent  the  single  point  of  SiciJy  ^s  con- 
ceded,  he  may  op^  the  fuJi  powers  (with 
which  lie  had  beea  iurnjished,   in  conse- 
quence of  ^  suggesti^i  fpgji^.  the  French 
^vernipe,oit}  ^d  thnt  qpoj>  th|e  refusal  of 
that  single  poiiit  tho;^  ppw/f rs.  wese  to  be 
v(ith-helfi.     Fuclher,  s.ir>   I  wo^ild  put  it  to 
toy  nqbl(^  iriend,  whether  i;^n  the  con- 
tent^ of  ih^  kuei  from  lord  YajmOMtli  to 
Mr.  Fo}{,  of  l^he   19th,  and  Hr.  {V^x'a  an- 
hVi.w  of  the  2$th,  U)e  inference  is  4^  nufle- 
xiiable^  that;  it  w^  not  the  iat^ntioa  of 
cither  goveroment  .to  insist  u^on.the  aj^ 
solute  recpgnitioi^ of  th^  ^stract  hs^9  of  the 
uti  po9m4€tis  as pr^Uminaryto  n€^ociatipo, 
or  even  ta  ui^i^ociate  ^ric^y  upon  tb%t 
Jba^is.~VVhy,  sir,  the  s.tate  of  ^tu#l  pi^ 
s^^,^  on.  both  si4?s  KQu^t.  h^vp  be^  'v^ 
t<^d».  if  oq.eilhier:.ai¥ij5ttj  W  find  t^t 
ij9  tj^.jifej^ion  o^  llie  very  fir#t  Qpnvers^ 
Uof»  jji^ .  by.  the  i^wJwh  pjoiwppteutivy, 
^^  l#  n^A  tp  Pjjffiis,  ^a'th  NAtTaJlejjnMMJ, 
I'^Qfm  im  ur^ifli  upon  thM  -^MJi^tw  ^^ 
€;gxi9c$4^,,ot  i\m  terwfi  af.tb^  J^^^WI^ 
Jb^  toqk  p9  JBttglft^d) .  be.^iyes  jVir,  Fq^  to; 
W^^^PElk^t -^jhiM  tliJ^d.*  fpr  t^p  iUif^ 


sAon  of  Naples,  Venice,  Utria*  aiOii  Dal'* 
oiatia,  as  "w^dr^as  an  alietiation  of  ^^oa^ 
pant^  of  the  French  emperor^s  ItaJi^oi  statefi 
CO  fprA^  a  provision  fqr  th^  king  of  $a^ 
dinia,  a^4  at  the  ^aia^e  time  Uad  soleionljF 
protested  ^n.  the  part  of  £n^lwd(  i^gai^ 
cessions  in  the  We^t  Xjadiesji  or  e],sewhene^ 
[No.  I4k,  p.  Ul].  Th^tJocdyarni9uthdi4 
not  (^:t  without  ^uthority^  in  s^ing  th^si^ 
demands,  of  France,  i^  it  could  be  otljifr^ 
w,i^  $jupposed,  is  to  be  coUecte4  frow^  tk^ 
aps>yer  of  ^T^  Eok  ;  who  epcprejssly  directt 
hin^  to    ''  mention  tJAt  questions  of  N^ 
*<  pies  and  I^tria  (|£i^«  but  n^t  to  ^ta^ 
'*  tbenaaBconclj;isi,verei^son94g^ios^£^e^ 
^\  ing  on  preUpoi^naij.  i^rticles."  [}io«.  1^ 
p.  U2^3    Wii\iere  U^ex^L  is  t^s, abstract  bi^% 
of  thi^utl  ^ssideids  t^  be  ^i}d,  a^i|uj[iu(-r 
j^^%,  necessary  to  further  piroceed^? 
Not;,  sjii:,  in  any  parte/  th^  papec^,  whfci| 
I  ha^^e  so  ca^oily  seax<:hed «  QOt  i^  ^ 
narrati^Te  pf  loul  Va^nvi^Vitb,  which  he  h9# 
so  oajEji^dly  given  to  th£^  lK)use ;  nuot  i^^  thi| 
able  Jeaeofiing,  or  eloquent  ^eecb  of  op^ 
nohl^  fcienjd.    Aft^  ^  I  have  rea^,  ^^ 
aMihaye.hear'49  I  9m  bound  t^  sj^y  I  dQ 
not  %d  th^t  the  vfi.  posj^tis  vij^  wp  tQ 
thisperipd,  the:  i/^its  qui  non  of  nfegociar 
tipn.— rlu  a  shprl  ^o^,  six;,  it  voll  appe^ 
from  the  papers,  thaX.  Siqily  itself  ^»^^i 
to  be  the  ^ine.  qwifion  of  n^ocic^ioiu     For 
a/ter  tb^  rejectiooti  of  tlie  absurd  propor 
sition    relative  to  tbe  exch^ngs.   of  tbf( 
Hause  Towns  for  Sicijly,  a  second  pcopa^ 
sal  having  been  made  by  the  French  go« 
vern^nr,  and  an  i4;itin»ation  held  out,  thai 
i(  Sicily,  was  not  ceded  for  some  equiva^ 
JenX,  the  meditated  ch^g/^a  in  Gero^Mi^y 
would  be  published,  the  Eussda^  ne^ci^ 
tor  M.  d'OubxU  reque;^ed  that  the  English 
cabiue^t  would  tempco-i^ie  ratbqr  tha.n  abri^pdh^ 
Jy  tejmio4\te  the  i^^ociatiop,  and  i.t  was 
fludmitt^  that  an  equivalent  might  be  found 
for  Si.cily*    Thi^  is  acknowledged  in  a  di^ 
p%tch  from  the  £i^ij»h  c^i^et  tq  lordr  Ya;;^ 
mouth,    djj^d.  July  !?,{>•  H8.]  aiju*  ^ 
the  aagie  time  a  compensiitio^  i^  n^tpeA* 
-whiph  I  confess  it  app^a^s  to  ja^/s  alovos^  %^ 
i^ni^asoi^ahle  iov  u^  to .  expect  tha^  Fr§^^ 
should  cppfi^nt  t<v  H^  it  vi^  e^t/-av^ga^t 
u^  Fca^ice  to  spg^t.  th/»  e^^cbange  o{  .ttH» 
Ha^p  Toi^AS  i(^_  ti)Q.  isl^.d  of  Sicily,-^ 
On.  the  ^U^  of  Julyi^  nptvyi.tbsf^ing^  thfs 
varoL  a«4.  r^pe^y^  repH^nstr^u^e^  qi  l,oid 
Yarmoi^h,  the.  sepaf a,^^  Ue^y  wa^  signed 
by  ^i  -R*Q4bwi  wijth,  Jfwici^  t^e-t^^W 
qf  which  4pi>ip^  tq  h^ve  beei^  highly  d.i^s^ 
,  graceful  to  thatcqu^i'l,^  4^xf^,  mJMviwji^  iq  ti^p 
.ca^sei  c^'  h^  a)iies.-r^.3i^V  ^y  ^^  M  mw 
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not  be  improper  to  remark,  in  order  tliat 
jtistice  may  be  done  to  all  parties;  wbieb 
it  18  essential  should  be  done,  in  order  tliat 
vre  may  obtain  a  just  view  of  our  situaUon ; 
in  order  that  we  may  stand,  both  now  and 
liereafter,  clear  before  the  world  at  large; 
and  especially  that  we  may  deserve  from 
Providence,  under  whose  aweful  eye  we 
act,  that  protection  which  we  implore,  I  say 
it  is  but  proper  to  remark  that  in  signing  a 
separate  treaty  with  Russia,  France  did  not 
violate  any  principle  of  good  faith  with 
this  country.    She  had  expressed  from  the 
beginning  a  determination  to  treat  sepa- 
rately with  the  powers  to  whom  she  stood 
opposed,  if  she  could  effect  it ;  and  in  so 
doing  she  had  neither  deceived  nor  injn 
red  Great  Britain ;  nor,  indeed,  is  want  of 
good  faith  upon  this  score  attributed  to 
France  in  any  part  of  the  correspondence. 
With  Russia  it  is  impossible  not  to  observe 
the  case  was  different ;  and  certainly  her  ple- 
nipoteatiary  had  acted  in  a  manner  most  in- 
consistent with  eveiry  principle  of  justice  and 
honour.  The  situation  of  lord  Yarmouth  was 
thus  rendered  almost  beyond  precedent  dif- 
ficult and  distressing,and  I  cannot  help  say- 
ing that  he  had  hitherto  conducted  himself 
in  a  manner  which  did  him  great  credit ; 
nor  do  I  think  that  his  subsequent  conduct 
deserved  the  sort  of  censure  which  was 
thrown  upon  him  by  the  king's  ministers 
at  the  time,  and  which  has  been  in  some 
degree  insisted  upon  by  my  noble  friend 
below  me  to-night.    True  it  is,  that  lord 
Yarmouth  did  at  this  crisis,  upon  the  de- 
mand of  M.  Talleyrand,  produce  the  full 
powers  which  had  been  intrusted  to  him  on 
the  Sfith  of  Jane,  on  the  express  condition 
that  they  were  not  to  be  opened  unless  the 
French  government  would  relinquish  its 
claim  to  Sicily :  but  it  mu^t  be  recollected 
that  in  the  interval,  compensation  for  Sicily 
liad  been  suggested  by  France,  and  the 
possibility  of  it  not  only  admitted  by  En- 
gland, but  a  specific  mode  of  compensation 
pointed  out.    So  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  negociation  were  changed  altogether : 
and  if  under  such  circumstances  lord  Yar- 
mouth, contrary  to  the  letter  of  his  instruc- 
tion, did  in  consequence  of  the  remon- 
strances of  M.Talleyrand,  as  detailed  in  his 
lordship's  letter  of  the  30th  of  July,  pro- 
duce his  full  powers,  though  not  strictly 
justified  in  point  of  diplomatic  etiqnette, 
surely  there  was  such  palliation,  if  not 
complete  ground  of  vindication  to  be  found, 
as  might  have  saved  him  from  reproach  on] 
the  part  of  his  employers ;  more  especially. 
3  .  H 


now  it  turns  ont  ttiat  nothing  injarioos  td* 
this  country  of  any  sort  arose  cot  of  fn9 
conduct.  For  although  it  is  suggested  in 
the  correspondence  that  the  negociation 
was  in  somf  sort,  of  necessity  continued* 
in  consequence  of  the  step  taken  by  lord 
Yarmouth;  by  the  declaration  it  would 
appear  that  it  was  the  determtaation  of  the 
king's  government  at  this  period  to  send  ar 
minister  duly  authorized,  to  Paris.— Sir, 
my  noble  friend  and  his  colleagues  have  ac« 
cused  the  French  government  as  having 
manifested  an  unbecoming  elation^  in  oon^ 
se<)uence  of  the  advantage  they  had  ob« 
tained,  and  of  having  greatly  increased  in 
their  demands.  Upon  this  point  I  beg  to 
refer  to  the  short  abstract  from  lord  Yar« 
mouth's  dispatch  of  the  31st  of  July, 
wherein  he  tells  his  court,  thai  **  he  can 
**  perceive,  that  the  terms  of  France  are  in. 
**  creased,  but  still  not  so  roncb  so  as  the 
**  sudden  defection  of  Russia  bad  led  him 
*^  to  apprehend.  Hanover,  Malta,  the 
**  Cape,  and  India  remained  pure  and  un-^ 
'*  snllied."  [No.  23.  p.  183.]  Wasitrea^ 
sonable  to  expect  that  France  would  not  in- 
crease in  her  demands  in  consequence  of 
the  event  which  had  taken  place  ?  did  we 
not  afterwards  rise  in  our  demands  when  it 
was  found  that  Russia  would  not  ratify  the 
treaty  signed  by  her  minister?  and  is  it 
wise  or  dignified  in  a  great  nation  to  re* 
present  as  an  act  of  gross  injustice  on  the 
part  of  her  enemy,  a  line  of  conduct,  which 
under  a  change  of  circumstances  she  her^ 
self  has  actually  adopted  f  U  we  could  but 
weigh  the  conduct  of  the  adversaries  with 
whom  we  treat  and  our  owi»  in  the  samf 
equal  scale,  how  much  would  it  coddoce 
to  establish  the  tranquillity,  and  render 
permanent  tiie  happiness  oi  mankind  !-* 
To  this  observation,  sir,  I  might  have  been 
led  by  the  comments  of  my  noble  friend  on 
the  communication  made  by  lord  Yar- 
mouth of  the  conference  which  took  place 
between  his  lordship  and  general  Clarke 
after  the  exhibition  of  his  AiU  powers,  in 
which  conference  [No.  25,  p.  125.]  the 
English  plenipotentiary  conducted  himself 
with  exemplary  discretion,  sagacity,  ani 
moderation;  in  no  instance  eommitting 
the  high  character  with  which  he  was  inves« 
ted,  giving  no  hope  to  tbei  Fretush  plenipo*- 
tentiary  that  England  would  depart  from 
the  basis  on  which  the  negociation  wai 
avowedly  instituted  ^  at  the  same  time  in  ft 
discussion  of  many  hours^  seeking  to  aacei'<' 
tain  the  extent  of  the  demands  of  France, 
and  in  what  meaner  they  could  be  modi. 
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lied.    Sir,  I  would  ask  of  my  noble  friend, 
bow  tbe  most  experienced  diplomatist  could 
bave  conducted  himself  in  a  manner  more 
satisfactory,  or  could  bave  evinced  greater 
skill  in  a  situation  of  extreme  delicacy  ?-** 
'Now,  sir,  it  becomes  necessary  to  observe 
upon  that  part  of  the  speech  of  my  noble 
friend  wherein  he  states  the  increased  and 
extravagant  pretensions. of  Fradce,  as  ari- 
sing ont  of  the  successful  issue  of  her 
schemes  with .  the  Russian  minister ;  and 
surely  it  isnot  just  to  tal&e  the  terms  men*' 
tioned  by  general  Clarke,  in  this  conference 
with  lord  Yarmouth,  as  the  ultimatum  of 
the  Frencb  government,  far  less  to  assert 
that  the  Prenoh  insisted  with  great  elation 
upon  their  success  with  Russia,   and  in 
consequence  of  it  demanded  terms  to  which 
England  could  not  accede.    That  a  consi- 
derable advantage  had   been  gained    by 
France,  no  man.can  deny,  and  that  such 
.  Advantage  would  not  be  improved  was  un- 
reasonable to  expect.    But  the  words  of 
general  Clarke   are  extremely  cautious 
He  says  that  it  would  entitle  the  emperor 
to  more  advantageous  terms.    That,  **  the 
'*  emperor  would  be  authorized  to  with- 
■*'  h«ld  some  of  the  great  points,  but  having 
•^«  repeatedly  said  the  contrary,  though  not 
'«  in  an  official  manner,  he  would  abide  by 
«  iu"— My  noble  friend  has  justly  re- 
mained, that  in  the  subsequent  explanation 
of  these  g^at  points  by  general  Clarke,  the 
proposed  cessions  of  Hanover,  Malta,  atid 
the  Cape»  were  burthened  widi  Conditions 
wholly  inadmisstble:  and  my  feelings  revolt 
at  them  asmuch  as  those  of  my  noble  friend. 
The  difference  between  us  is  this,  that  my 
noble  friend  considers  these  propositions 
to  have  been  seriously,  intended  as  the  ul- 
timatum of  France,  whilst  I  consider  th/em 
4>nly  in  the  nature  of  preliminary  discus- 
sions, and  if  those  discussions-  had  pro- 
ceeded, terms  of  a  different  nature,  and 
f€iftctly  admissible  terms  might  have  been 
proposed*— *Here,  sir,  \  would  beg  to  refer 
those  "who  are  disposed  to  contend  that  the 
4ai  pomdetis  had  been  hitherto^  and  was 
4I0W  considered  as  the  Mine  qud  non  of  the 
negociation,  to  the  note  prepared  by  lord 
.Yarmouth  for  his  discussion  with  general 
Clarke,  and  wbk:h  was  read  by  his  lordship 
totbe  general.  [No.25,Inclosure  D.p.  129.] 
.You  will  there  find  that  the  English  pleni- 
potentiary -states  himself  to  be  authorized 
to  *<  diiouss  the  basis,  and  to  give  full  effect 
.'<  to  tberecipfocal  desire  of  the  two  coun* 
'*  tries.''    Now  surely,  sir,  if  there  had 
been  bot  one  indispensable  basis  upon 


which  England  would  condescend  to  pro 
ceed,  no  discussion  could  arise  upon  th 
subject.  The  simple  question  was.  Yes 
or  No  ?  as  was  put  by  Mr.  Fox  relative  u 
the  joint  or  separate  negociation  in  hi3  cor 
respondence  with  M«  Talleyrand,  and  bj 
the  same  minister  also  in  the  case  of  Sicily* 
-f-However,  sir,  to  revert  to  the  account 
of  the  conference  itself.  I  maintain,  that 
my  noble  friend  is  no  more  entitled  to  say 
that  the  terms  mentioned  by  general 
Clarke^  were  the  only  terms  which  could 
have  been  obtained  from  France,  than  that 
the  French  minister  would  have  been  jus* 
ti5ed  in  affirming  that  the  cession  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government  of  Naples, 
Venice,  Istria,  and  Dalmatia,  together 
with  a  part  of  the  emperor's  Italian  domi- 
nions to  the  king  of  Sardinia,  (p..  US) 
were  the  only  terms  upon  which  £ngland 
would  consent  to  make  peace  with  France. 
Sir,  I  confess  that  such  laxity  and  indul- 
gence towards  ourselves,  and  such  strict 
interpretation  of  all  that  comes  from  the 
opposite  party,  seems  to  me,  with  great 
submission,  neither  to  be  in  the  true  spirit 
of  conciliatory  treating,  /nor  to  be  founded 
in  equity  or  wisdom.— We  now  come  to  a 
period  when  the  news  of  M.  D'Oubril's 
conduct  tiad  reached  England,  •  together 
with  theaccountof  the  step  lord  Yarmouth 
had  consequently  taken»  and  there  is  sub- 
mitted to  us  a  dispatch  [No.  26,  p.  129] 
bearing  Mr.  Fox's  signature  which  unfolds 
the  sentiments  and  views  of  the  English 
cabinet  at  this  juncture*^-!  cannot  refrain 
from  remarking  by  the  way,  that  it  is  ex- 
traordinary to  find  M.  D'Oubril's  conduct 
in  signing  the.  separate  treaty  always  re- 
ferred to  the  threat  held  out  about  the 
ailair  of  Germany;  whereas  the  French 
minister  from  the  beginning  of  the  first 
correspondence  with  Mr..  Fox  always  in- 
sisted that  Russia  had  shown  a  disposition 
to  negociate  separately,  and  lord  Yarmouth 
himself  says,  (p.  122)  '<  that  from  the  first 
'^  hour  he  met  M.  D'Oubril  in  France  he 
**  thought  he  was  conae  determined  to 
'<  make  a  peace  good  or  bad,  with  or  with- 
«  out  Great  Britain."— 4Sir,  there  is.some- 
thing  to  me  unintelligible  in  the  conduct 
of  the  Russian  plenipotentiary  in  the  whole 
of  this  affiiir,  and  it  would  be  improper 
perhaps  to  ask,  or  to  give  any  explanation 
upon  the  subject  at  this  moment.  But  to 
this  I  think  there  must  be  an  universal  as* 
sent,  that  no  effort  was  left  unemployed  by 
lord  Yarmouth  to  prevent  M*  D'Oubril 
from  taking  the  step  .so  justly  deprecated. 
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«*«>ln.  <shU  niavthm  dI  tfaiii]gs  h  -vaS' judged 
•dsriseabie  to.  add  another  muuster  u>  th« 
1^1  fli  Yann^Nitli ;  atid  tbe  earl  of  Lau^ 
denkde  wa  Mf  cted  for  the  pm^ose ;  a 
fursoii  pertetiy  qvidiftad  for  aoy  «tatioii 
nhire  talents,  activity,  and  integrity  aft 
ivt|aired^  and  whacki  from  motivei  of  per^ 
tonal  rcgaitl  and  friendihip  I  shouid  have 
laiifaad  to  ata  placed  in  skuatiotia  af  atni* 
fiaoca  and  dntinttioo.    i€  1  ^m\\  be  com* 
|wtied  herciafteT  to  disapprove  of  ttt&t  patt 
o£  the  negoeiaitioti  in  whkh  he  was  prin* 
cipalljr  conceratd,  lord  Lauderdale  may 
oodotiht  appeal  to  his  initractions  as  far"- 
m\mg  at  once  the  besd  vindication,  and 
Iba  h^hest  authority  ibr  hm  edtidiict. — 
:ilbtiit  the  aame  period  we  bavie  been  given 
4R»-ohdefstatid  Id^^  knrd  Yarmoiithi  an  im*- 
yttfeuon  was  creatiRd  in  France  most  uiiih«> 
hroatvbte  to  the  iseae  of  the  eonfefencea, 
Jbjp  an  etiint  which  was  dfeeaned  to  have 
thkeii  ^kae,  I  mean  the  polkioal  death  of 
Mr*  Fdx.    Alas !  sir,  how  fbeth  causes  of 
fftef  and  hunentatioh  for  the  iosa  of  that 
iiilHBlrioua  man  daily  arise!    honi^  much 
aicyrt  than  eVer  are  w6  no^  bomMl  to  de- 
fknn  his  lintiiBdy .death !  font  was  it  unna* 
aural  that  the  French  shooid  eonceive  it 
.^iKittaye  hid  d^ath  would  make  a  consit- 
^lBMy<L  difference  ih  the  Brttiafa  coiincils 
dyai  t»  the  |^seat  ol^ect  of  peace  ?  Sir,  not- 
'i^ithaiaadidg,  my. noble  fHend^  who  has 
isetb  ^oridg  the  wMo  eotirse  of  his  pai^Ua- 
Aentary  U^  for  tf^  years  the  2eal6us  ndv^ 
d»te,  atid^  the  most  able  and  eloquent  mp- 
fanHev  of  these-enligbtened  atid  gloricnis 
jprinciplds  whiehr  aetaatM»d  Mr.  Fox;  fiot* 
withetandmg^  l-^i  he  atfid  others  of  his 
^aarffnst  frivtxds  and  a4ttireri  were  to  be 
idand  aiaoagst  tUa  tid^seti  of  bis  mi^esry, 
tanw  it  tal^rnaug  that  the  Fi^ndh  goverti- 
tmnt^oald  be  somatlrhat  difiident  of  other 
oarvanta  of  th*  om^n^  who,  whatever  their 
aootiBaentB  might  ikm  be,  had  caitarinly 
4i|Kmu  fetmer  ooea^ions  not  &tkteied  the 
aeadiest  diapottti4>d  for  peace  wich  tbedhief 
m!  the  French  gov6i^mh«t»t.    Sir,  fi'om  my 
•oul,  I  baiieve  that  ev«ry  mamber  ^  th6 
fiaghsh' cahmat  was  sincerely  desh^oua  of 
fHum*  1  ba«a  piiMieTy  eapfiet^M  that  eon- 
%ietioav  and  I  repeat  it :  but  afb  f  to  be 
akivpinsedl  that'  Ftaiiea^  had  not  tHe  aiinie 
GonddcRce  as  atyaalf  t  and  ottgftv  nee  pe<^ 
aaiiar  cairtion  to  ha«e  beto  tafc^  at  a 
^dclareaa  ayHical,  to  avoid  git^hig  the 
sliglitest  ap^earanea  erf  a  change  of  sc^ti* 
nieht  on  the  part  of  this  ooaia^y  ?  The 
padh  was.  i^ain  aad  obvioOs ;   I  do  not 
AMi  it  tva^  parsijed.  That  there  had  been 


ih  the  case  of  Sicily,  aad  poadbly  m  sdma 
other  points,  sdmethiog  of  tergi<ver8atioa 
and  chicanery  on  the  part  of  France,  is  an^ 
deniable ;.  but  if  it  was  fit  to  puraue  the 
He|ociatioil'  at  aU^  it  was  fit  to  pursue  it  in 
the  spbit  t>f  conetliation  aad  f^eaca,  both  as 
to  farm  and  substance :  and  to  jud^  Ironi 
bis  riMnner  of  treating,  I  Auiat  ai^,  it  ap* 
peara  to  me  that  lord'  Laaderdate's  in^ 
strhctions  werh  not  judicioasly  drawa^*** 
Sir,  froiti  the  papers  before  you  we  find 
that  lord  Laiidevdale  alrivod'  at  Faria  on 
the  9th  of  Augaat  and  id  adiapatah,  daitod 
on  tiv6  9th,  he  informs  Ma  govehioAeiit  of 
interviews  \k^bich  bad  takeh  plade  bettveen 
the  Ungiish  plenipotentiaries  add  general 
Clarke,   to  svlona    hsni   been  added-  M» 
Ghannpi^y  as  boadjotdr^  vthich  had  been 
announced  tb  the  eark  of  Lauderdaibe  and 
Yarihontbv  with  '^  sohieihing  lihe  an  insi<» 
'*  nnatioti  that  an  uaiitir  aakantage  had 
^*  been  taken  by  the  English  govemmdnt 
'^  by  the  appofiitaieot  of  twa  mihisters  on 
*♦  their  pari."   [No,  36»  p.  144*]    I  eon- 
fess,  str,  that  I  wish  lord  Laiuterdale  had 
omitted  so  invidious  a  ooaMRnnicatioo  to 
his  court.    It  does  not  appear  in  the  true 
spirit  of  amity,  that  any  thing  so  vagae  amd 
lincettaiifty  as  **  sooietbing  like  an  iaainua^- 
tibn"  should  he  serkrusly  noticed  and  re^ 
corded.     I  aiab  the  mone  confirMed  in  the 
wi^  I  hanre  expressod,  hjr  advert&n^  to  the 
dispatch  from  the  Englishcaibinet,  dated  the 
14th  of  August,  [Nb.  39,  p.  1^3]^  wherein 
the  efcpresaionlfaaive'quoted,  ia  soetcongiy 
taken  np  as  to  mhhe  h  the  ground  of  lord 
Yarmouth's   recaU  fraun  Part8«-^Sirv  the 
confer^flce  •which  took  place  imttt^ately 
after  lofd  Latfderddle's  arrival  atPatfis  ia 
rendered  fot  ev^  nitauorabia  by  the  cielii- 
very  of  a  Kote^  (p.  145)  signed  by>  the-  new 
English  negoctator,  doubtless,  in  strict  eon^- 
ioTmity  to  his  instructions,  which  indted^ 
dtd  raise  the  «e»  posmdMds.mto  aimtftUL 
aaTT,  and  threw  such  dn  ioipeNiriiiient  kv  the 
wayof  pae^ctHicm,  a,s  was  not  surmoented 
till  the  petlod  for  a  tamphrata  diseuesidfi 
of  terms  wis  passedt;  the  whole  of  the  in^^ 
toi^nMdiate  time  hwvwig  been  lost  ia>&  fruits 
tosa  ditpuiQa  upon  a  barren  proposithMs 
whi<^  Ftsoce  narve<>theles8^  as  I  rfiaUi  here- 
aAlaf  sh^w^ittado  an  eifort  td  m^nmoemtt  aA 
eiM  wfii<i!h  tnigkt  itfu|u«dtibnak^  hnv^ 
beeh  highly  hnpiiotEod.    This  satiie  propo- 
sition' 0^  onl-9elvi^&  at  last  fitondooM)  ftrr 
the  parpoae  of  doing  ttoKv^htefowe  otfght 
to*  hava  dbft^  ii^  tISB  onitshty  namidyy  <if  eoft- 
sidlermg  the  terms  ifpdn  which  a  pieace  ho- 
a<»ufahJie  to  both  eprUntries  might  beel^ 
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f^ctbd;— -Sir,  my'nbBl^  Metidhfuf  paidto 
lord  Laudierdd^  tlie  tribute  dite  to  him 
{4cm  risibistet^  M  the  fdtthful  diibharg<^  of 
hf^  daty ;  for'  tl>e  spmt  with  which  he  up- 
hbtd  thb  hdt)otrir  of  the  nation  confided  to 
bifi  cafe;  and  for  tite  ahirity  wiUi  whieh  he 
jkff6Ttned  his'  vaiioiifr  fonctions.  I  wish 
nbt  to  detract  ironi  that  phiise*  They 
faliiVe  bdlSi  now;  and  in  their  disp^heirad* 
d^e^^d'  tor  hint,  done  hini  no  mgre  t&aii 
jdstide :  aftd^r  am  sure  but  HttTe  impi-e^ion 
can  haVc  beeb  mstde'oti  the  house  by  that 
pkrt  of  the  speech  of  the  hoti.  gent,  to  which 
Thave  bcffofe  aUudcid,  wherein  he  tried  to 
esrposethi^  noble  eari  to  ridicule  for  the 
eiisiQess  with  which  he  suffered  himself  to 
be  duped;  a^d'tlie-  tameness  with  whidi  he 
sofl^red  the  character  of  the  hatfon  he  re- 
presefitedy  to  be  insulted.  Sir,  to  uphold 
tftecharafeter  of  a  great  country  is' the  first 
duly  of  a  negoeiator,  but  not  the  only  onje. 
Thei«  is  a  skill  Whicii  will  combine  firmness 
wi'df  conciliiatibn^  and  obuin  the  object 
sdughffbr- without  the  slightest  departure 
£^om  t&e  true  feelingsr  and  expressions  of 
QiBtlonalhonbur. — St^r,  the  note  iii  question, 
at  the  samcf  linUe  that  it  demands  the  pre- 
vious recogfiition  of  the  basis  ofactiiaj  pos- 
ttS^sion;,  admits,  ^*  that  an  incfemnification 
«•'  mr^  be- found  for  Sicily;  and  that  plb- 
•*  pdsitknis  may  be  accepted  for  tbe  ex- 
**^  chaiige'of  territory  between  the  two  coii- 
^^  traeting  parties .  upon  just  and  equal 
**-  prfncipltes.'*  (p.  148).  Sir,  may  we  be 
allowed  to  ask,  why  not,  as  in  the  ordinary 
tfansacUons  of  life,  go  at  once  to  the  sub- 
stance^ and'  dispense  with  the  formalities, 
the  recognition  of  wliidb  cannot  conduce 
to  Biiygood  purposed  Why  not  proceed  to 
dlBCBse  those  exchanged  which  it  is  admit- 
ted mieiy  be  made,  instead  of  dwelling  upon 
»toreltminaty  admission,  which,  when  ob- 
tamed,  wouitd  not,  in  the  slightest  degree 
havHS' accelerated  the  work?  The  recog- 
nition bf  a  technical  basts,  which,  whatever 
was  her  origiuarprdpositiob,  ydu  knew  that 
Fhiaoe'was  now  indisposed  to  admi^  which, 
at  all.evebtsi  she  would  not  be  compelled 
to  aekiiowiedge,  and  which  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  to  have  been  neciessary  or  ad- 
viseaUe  to  send  a  fresh  plenipotentiary 
miatly  to  urge.  But  whatever  may  have 
been  &e  coursie  which  I«  as  a  person  ar- 
deiidy  vrisfaing  that  every  fadlity,  consist- 
ent  with  national  faith  and  honour,  should 
have  been  given  to  this  great  work,  might 
deem'  most  proper,  certain  it  is,  that  the 
course  which  was  actually  pursued  after 
the  arrival"  of  lord  Lauderdate  at  Paris, 
Vol-  VHI. 


created  a  difficufty  which'  delayed  its  pro- . 
gresii  during  the  whole  o!^  that  valuable- 
and  irfeparabfe  period,  w^hich  elapsed  be^ 
twe^ii'the  7th  of  Aug.  and  the  ISthof  SepU- 
1— Mynol^le  friend  has, commented  with 
just  seventy  upon  the  Note  which  was  de- 
livered by-  general  Clarke  to  the  English, 
mission,  (p.  150.)  in  answer  to  that  which  T^ 
hayejdst  mentioned.  Undoubtedly,  in  that* 
paper  is  contained  greait  intemperance ,  of 
expression,  rouclji  vagiie  and  false  reason-, 
iing;  much  exaggerated"  statement,  and  a' 
great  deal  of  assertion  as  to  the  possessions 
which  the  French  emperor  woqld  retain, 
provided  the  basis  of  21(1  possidetis  should 
be  adopted.  Hdwever  Moravia,  part  of 
Hungary,  the  whole  of  Austria,  &c.  mi^ht 
have  been  his  by  the  right  of  conquest,  they, 
had  been  restored  by  treaty,,  and,,  at  the . 
timie  of  opening  the  correspondence,  wera. 
not  in  the  possession  of  France.-^But  ia. 
this  note,  the  basis  of  actual  possession,  is., 
positively' and  violently  rejected,  and  it  is 
•said  that  France  will  treat  upon  that  basis 
alone^.  w)iich  was  proposed  by  Mr:  Fox^, 
namely,  "  thai  the  treaty  should  be  ho- 
*^  noufable  to  each,  party,  and  its  allies  ;. 
'*  and  at  the  same  time  of  a  nature  to  in« 
^'  sure,  as  far  as  should  be  in  theiir  power, . 
f^  the  future  tranquillity  of  Europe,  accom- 
**  panied  by  an  acknowledgement  in  favo.uc 
**  of  both  powers,  of  the  right  of  inter- , 
.'*  ference  and  guarantee  in  cdntinental. 
M  and  maritime  affairs."-p-According  to 
the  instructions  given,  no  alternative  was 
left  to  the  English  plenipotentiaries,  after 
ithe  step  which  had  l>e^  taken,  and  the  re-, 
leeption  it  had  ipet  with,  but  to  demand 
their  pass()ort8,  and  immediately  to  quit- 
,Paris«  Passports  were  accordingly  de- 
manded, but  the  demand  was  eluded,,  as*  is 
said  in  the  Declaration,  by  an  utmsual  and 
unexplained  detay^  from  the  9th  to  tiie  1 1th 
pf  August.  The  conduct  of  the  French. 
I^vernment  in  acting  so  directly  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  established  forms,  in  violation 
fofthat  perfect  freedom  which  n>ust  be  al- 
lowed at  all  tim^  to  accredited  ministers, 
sent  to  treat  with  a  hostile  power  for  the 
great  object  of  peace,  lias  been  deservedly, 
irepixibated.  But  1  think  the  hon^  gent» 
who  spoke  early  in  this  Rebate,  bore  much 
too  bard  upon  the  iK)ble  earls  in  attributing 
to  them  any  blame  for  their  conduct  at 
this  crisis.  They  insisted  upon  their  pass* 
ports,  and  reiterated  their  request  in  a 
jaconie,  and  forcible  manner,  such  as  could; 
give  no  reason  to  doubt  of  their  heiug. 
sofiiciently  alive  td  the  insult  \»hicb  wia.s 
2  A 
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offered  to  their  tiussion,  and  of  the  neces* 
sity  there  was  for  full  and  immediate  apo- 
logy and  redress.     But,  sir,  the  11th  of 
August  produced   another  note^  signed  by 
MM.  Clarke  and  Champagny,  far  different 
ib  its  language  and  tenoiir  from  the  intern* 
perdte  paper  which  had  been  before  deU- 
vered,  and  which  seems  to  me  to  have  been 
calculated   to  remove    all  the  difficulties 
created  by  the  unfortunate  adoption  of  the 
two  baneful  words  which   destroyed   tlie 
power  of  treating, — Sir,  I  beg  the  favour 
df  tay  noble  friend,  and  of  the  house,  to 
peruse  with  attention  the  following  para- 
graph, contained    in    this    note,    signed 
by  MM.  Champagny  and  Clarke.     **'  In 
**  laying  dbwn  the  principle  oT  uti  possi" 
"  detiSf' have  the  English  pleniix)tentiaries 
**  had  it  in  view  to  propose  a  means  of  ex- 
**  change  and  of  compensation  ?     If  this  is 
'**  the  meaning,  the  emperor  adopts  it,  be- 
'*  cause  it  appears  to  him  conformable  to 
"  the  two  principles  already  agreed  upon 
**  by  both  parties."  And  having  considered 
the  import  of  this  declaration,  I  request 
them  to  compare  it  with  the  paragraph  con- 
tained in  the  first  note  signed  by  lord  Laq- 
derdale,partof  \Vhich  I  have  .be fore  quoted, 
*'  He  cannot  consent  to  treat  upon  any 
*•  other  principle  but  that  of  the  uti  pom* 
"  detisy  as  originally  proposed  to  his  sove- 
**  reign  by  the  court  of  France;  at  the 
"  same  time  he  desires' it  should  be  well 
**  understood,   that  the  adoption  of  this 
**  principle  will    hot  prevent   him   either 
**  from  listening  to  any  just  and  adequate 
•*  indemnification   to  his  Sicilian  majesty 
•'  for  the  cession  of  Sicily,  or  from  accept- 
•*  ing  any  proposiftion  for  the  exchange  of 
"territory  between  the  two  contracting 
**  parCics,  upon  just, and  equal  principles, 
"  such  as  may  tend  to  the  reciprocal  ad- 
"  vantage  of  the  two  countries."  (p.  148.) 
Having    compared   these    declarations,   1 
vrould  put  it  to  my  noble  friend,  to  the 
Kouse,  and  to  the  world,  whether  there  is 
any  substahtial,  nay,  whether  there  is  any 
formal    difference  between   them  ?      Wiiy 
then  did  not  the  negociation  proceed  ?.  the 
obstacle  was  removed ;  why  was  it  revived  ? 
the  simple  answer,  yes,  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land ;  which  was  the  true,  the  obvious,  the 
politic,  the  only  ahswer  to  be  given  to  the 
question  of  France,   would  have   brokep 
this  unhappy  barrier  to  treating  betwieen 
tlie  two  countries,  and  would  have  allowed 
of  an    immediate   investigation,   whether 
such  terms  as  are  described  in  the  note  of 
lord  Lauderdale  could  be  actually  accepted 
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or  offered •   Here,  in  my  opinion,  a  golden 
opportunity  was  lost,  not  indeed  of  making 
peace ;  1  cannot  tell  whether  peace  would 
have  been  the  issue,  nor  am  I  called  upon 
for  an  opinion  upon  that  point;   but  of 
ascertaining  whether  peace  could  be  made^ 
But,    ,sir,  as   this  opportunity,    amongst 
others,  was  missed,  it  is  impossible  fpr  me  . 
to  say.  that  the  continuation  of  hostilities 
is  entirely  owing  to  the  injustice  and  aofi- 
bition  of  France  ;  and  that  "  with  her  al- 
together rests  the  awful   responsibility." 
[Vide  Declaration,  p.  212.]     It  was  not 
possible,  certainly,  for  the  English  pleni- 
potentiaries to  return  an  answer  to  this 
note  without  an  explanation  on  the  subject 
of  the  passports  which  had  been  so  unwar- 
rantably withheld.     They  consulted  their 
dignity ;  a  previous  explanation  was  de- 
raatided  ;  an  apology  wa^  made  ;  and  an . 
answer  was  returned.     It  was  in  adverting 
to  this  part  of  the  papers,  I  belie ve,  that 
my  noble  friend  indulged  in  son^e  sarcastic 
remarks  on  the  French  ministers,  which  I 
think^  as  well  upon  general  principles,  as 
upon   their  application  to  this  particular 
case,  might  better  have  been  avoided.  He 
taunts  these  gentlemen  with  the  possible 
difficulties '  of  their  situation,  in  having  a 
double  uegociation  to  conduct;  the  one  at 
Paris,  and  the  other  at  St.  Cloud. — To 
allow  for  mankind  in  situations  ofdifRcuUy 
is  one  of  the  first  principles  of  wisdom  and 
of  charity ;  and  the  more  arduous  the  situ- 
ation, the  greater  the  allowances  must  be* 
Taking  it  for  granted  then,  that  the  persons 
employed  by  the  chief  of  the  French  go-^ 
vernment  were  desirous  of  peace,  which 
from   the   evidence  of  the  papers  in  my 
hands  1  sincerely  believe ;  if  they  had  to 
allay  some  irritation,  to  conquer  som^  pre- 
judice,  and   to  controul  some  violence, 
surely  it  would  be  more  fair  po  applaud  en- . 
deavours  than  to  make  them  matter  of  re- 
proach to  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
task.     Supposing  my  noble  friend  to  be 
connected  in  administration  with  persons 
who  had  not  all  the  same  hearty  disposi-. 
tions  to  peace  as  himself,  his  diOJculties  in , 
negociation  would  certainly  be  inpre^^sed  ; 
but  the  minister  qpposed  to  him,  >vouild  be 
a  very  unskilful,  neigociator  who.  did  not 
discover and^allovy  forsvich  disadvantages; 
and,  ifhe  liimself  were  truly  desirous  of , 
peace,  did  not  dissemble  his  knowledge  of 
them,  and   by  every  me,ai>s  in  his  power 
lend  his  assistance  to  their  beipg  overcome. . 
I  am  not  afraid  to  say  that  such  allowances 
ought  to  be  made  fur  the  minister  and  the 
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plenipotentianes  of  France.  After  the  ex- 
planation, however,  with  regard  to  the 
passports,  bad  been  given,  a  note  was  deli- 
"vered  by  the  English  mission,  wiiich  at  the 
moment  when  one  word  would  have  settled 
the  whole  of  this  preliminary  difference  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  puts  them  at  a 
greater  than  ever.  It  is  said,  "  That  the 
"  undersigned  have  only  to  regret  that 
'*  they  cannot,  consistently  "with  the  in- 
"  structions  of  their  government,  doother- 
"  wise  than  insist  upon  the  previous  re- 
*•  cognition  of  this  principle."  (p.  16*2.)-^ 
Why,  sir,  had  not  the  principle  been  reco- 
gnized or  adopted  (for  my  not)le  friend  has 
given  us  to  understand  that  the  latter  word 
was  substituted  for  the  former  by  the  hand 
of  the  French  emperor  himself,)  in  the  very 
note  to  which  this  was  an  answer  ?  Sir,  I  '• 
cannot,  I  confess,  comprehend  the  Yefihed 
punotilio  which  .still  adhered  so  tenaciously 
to  the  empty  form,  when  the  invaluable 
fiubstance  was  Allowed  to  perish.  Soon 
after  this,  lor<i  Yarmouth  was  recalled  from 
Paris.*  A  long  interval  took  place  ffbm  the 
delivery  of  the  last  note  on  the  part"  of 
England,  which,  I  cannot  omit  repeating, 
was  conceived  in  error :  and  during  that 
interval,  it  for  the  first  time  appears  that  a 
tsuspicion  was  entertained  by  the  English 
ministers,  that  Russia  would  not  ratify  the 
treaty  of  M.  D'Oubril.  The  instructions 
given  in  the  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Fox,  sup- 
posing that  event  should  happen,  are  con- 
sistent with  all  the  principles  of  policy  and 
good  ftiith  ;  and  it  is  here  not  an  improper 
place  to  observe,  that  the  strict  adherence 
to  the  terms  of  our  treaty*  with  RussiaC, 
however  I 'may  disapprove  of  the  treaty 
itself,  is  highly  deserving  warm  and  uni- 
versal commendation. — At  length,  sir,  a 
conference  [No.  43,  p.  17^]  was  desired 
by  the  French  plenipotentiaries  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  EngUsbnote  of  the  11th  of 
August,  which  took  place  on  the  S7th  of 
the  same  month,  and  was  totally  infffectual. 
A  second  conference  was  pressed  for  by 
MM.  Clarke  iand  Champagny,  and  agreed. 
to  by  lord  Lauderdale,  who  in  the  interval 
between  the  two  conferences  held  a  long 
conversation  with  M.  I'alleyrand  ;  in  which 
some  strong  expressions- were  used  by  the 
French  minister  relative  to  the  determi- 
nation formed  by  the  emperor,  not  to  cede 
any  part  of  the  French  dominions,  and  a 
surprise,  not  altogether  unwarrantable,  1 
think,  was  expressed  by  M.  Talleyrand, 
(p.  173)  that  no  impress ii  ti  was  made  upon 
lord  Lauderdale,  and  that  he  did  not  leel 


that  in  obtaining  Malta,  the  Cape,  an< 
nover,  England    would   make  a  glc 
peace.     Still  the  unfortunate  basis  stc 
every  avenue'  to  discussion ;  and  is  i 
insisted  upon  in  a  paper  delivered  by 
Lauderdale  on  the  29th  (p»  175). 
that  day  the  conferences  were  rene 
and  altfaoogh,  according  to,  the  acct 
given  by  lord  Lauderdale  himself,  the 
of  JFVance  was  wonderfully  lowered, 
she  appeared  willing  to  make  large  < 
cessions;  his  loWship's  mouth  was  s 
and  all  debate  upon  the  substance  of 
thing  w^s  precluded,  by  the  old  and  wo: 
less  demand  of  the  previous  recognition 
Sir,  I  deeply  lament  the  fatality  which 
tended  the  introduction  of  this  indisp 
sable  condition .'     I  lament  the  false  sei 
of  punctilious  honour,  which  did  riot  i 
the  means  of  relieving  the  difficulty  wh 
occurred  on  the  11th  of  August.     1  lame 
its  anxious  influence  at  this  moment,  whi 
prevented  the  two  countries  from  ascc 
taining  whether  their  long  and  bloody  d 
ferences  could  be  reconciled   6t  not. 
iament  that  lord  Lauderdale,  at  the  coi 
elusion  of  a  confei'enee,  which,  ac^cor 
ing*  to  his  own  account,  was  of  a  natu: 
more  pacific  than  any  which  had  previou: 
ly  taken  place,  should  have  felt  himse 
under  the  necessity  6f  drily  asserting,  tht 
he  must  terminate  his  mission  (p.   177) 
and  I  should"  indeed  have  been  astonish 
ed  if  he  cocild  have  withstood  the  warri 
remonstrance  of  M-.  Cbampagnjr,  and  hav* 
absolutely  refused  all  further 'intercourse 
*—  On   the  day  proposed  for  further  con- 
versation,   M.  Talleyrand  announced    tc 
lord '  Lauderdale;   in  a  manner  acknow- 
ledged to   have  been  frank    and    candid, 
that   news    hiad*  arrived   of    the    refusal, 
on*  the  part  of-  Russia,  to  ratify  M.'  D'Ou- 
bril's  'treaty   [No.  46,    page    180];    and 
the  orders  of  the  emperor  to  inform  his 
lordship   that    this    event  would   dispose 
France  to  make  peice  upon  terms  more 
advantageous  to  England   than   she  would 
otherwise  have  offered.  Whatever  any  hon. 
gent,  may  see  of  trick,  contrivance,  finesse, 
or  chicane  in  the  conduct  of  France  in 
every  other  part  of  this  history,  I  think  no 
one   will  be  so  unfair  as  to  deny,  that  in 
this  particular  point  before  us  at  least,  the 
conduct  was  natural  and  ingenuous.     At 
the  same  moment,  sir,  it  appears  that  the 
intelligence  of  this  event  reached  England  ; 
arid  a  dispatch  with  instructions  was  for- 
warded to  the  English  plenipotentiary  at 
Paris,  signed  by  earl  Spencer. — Lord  Lau- 
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I  be  thoafd  have  re* 


jlerdalieyei 

pftbecdolbreDces „_ 

ceived  Budi  instruciibiis  as  the  Bngli^i  cabi- 
juet  oijgbt  think  proper  to  send  in  coDse> 
5|uence  of  the  event  which  had  been  thani 
^  recent^  made  known.  Tliece  instruo 
tions  were  cQinmunicated  in  a  dispatch 
igigpef]  by  Mr*  Secretary  Windhaai,  dated 
pepx.  ioi  ojf  which  we  have  an  extract. 
Ufa.  i3t  p*  181.7— iSir,  I  must  b^  to  call 
the  attention  of  tne  honse  most  particularly 
io  diis  paper,  because  it  completely  bears 
put  luany  of  the  aj^nments  with  which  I 
jbave  troubled  you  in  the  earlier  part  of  my 
speech*  put  I  cannot  help  qbserving  upon 
Che  remai:!^  made  in  die  first  part  of  thisi 
extract  on  tb'e  communication  made  byj 
|yr«  Talleyrand  to  lord  Lauderdale.  Sir, 
it  was  the  avQwed  policy  of  France  to  de- 
tach you  from  tlus^ia,  if  she  could  :-^to 
fidJipTf  to  Russia  was  not  only  your  avowed 
jpipihcy,  bat  your  bounden  duty ;  f^u^  what- 
ever might  be  Wr  wish,  France  could  now 
lettB  than  ever  entertain  the  hope  that  she 
ishould  be  able  to  effect  the  ijeparatioo. 
Tbe  i(H  fosnietis  is  menuoned  in  this  dis-^ 
patch  as  the  basis  on  which  bif  paajesty 
pad  or^iuany  intended  to  tieat;  find  ^ 
.t)ie  basis  to  which  lie  stiU  adheres:  i>Mt 
f  tie  tone  in  wliicli  ijt  is  mentipnfidy  is  very 
difierent  from  t|iat  in  which  it  bad  ever 
.bef»n  talked  of  since  ^rd  lauderdale's  fiiist 
arrival  at  Paris,  ttf  previous  recognition  is 
no  longer  made  an  indispensable  preli- 
minary to  negociailton;  mid  indeed  how 
ihour4  Iff  w^6n  in  the  same  dispatch  we 
are  ioformed  that  in  the  putiset  of  the  ne- 
Ipciation  ^very  e^rt  bad  been  made  by 
£ngland  tp  obtain  Che  restitution  of  Na- 
ples to  the  king  of  ^e  two  Sicilies  ?  Fur- 
^ber,  it  is  recognised  that  in  the  original 
instructions  to  Ipr^d  Yarmouth,  Sicily  was 
a  sine  qu^  iim  eoiuHtian  ;  and,  sir,  I  again 
repeat,  and  maintain,  that  \t  was  the  only 
aine  qu4  non  insiste^  upon,  or  even  menr 
tiohe4  by  Mr.  E'ox  m  his  dispatch  of  the 
5^6' th  of  ^.un^e;  tlie  last  he  ever  wrote.  Tbis 
alteration  indeed  now  appears  to  jiave  fa- 
ken  place;  tha|  whereas  at  \he  solicita. 
tion  of  the  Russian  minister,  pp.mpeusa. 
^on  for  ^icily  bad  been  adgiitt^d  as  pos- 
sible ;  the  views  of  Uussia  had  been  asjc^r- 
iained  on  that  point,  and  Sicily  itself  Wfts 
acain  beconlQ  not  on|y  ess^ntiaj,  bMt  in* 
dispensable  to  ^uy  arrang^ii|eats  fof  peac^, 
with  both  the.  alJkd powi^rs.—- Sir,  Icon- 
tend  that  a  new  turti  MSas  now  ^ven  to  tbe 
npgociation,  and  tbat  this  dispatch  was 
calculated  tP  efO^ct  t^a^^Vi^^  Qu^tll  ^9 


have  be^  joflTecU^in  fba  very  outset;  Wft 
accorijiiij^y  by  Ipiid  Lai^tordale's  answer* 
wbich  is  datefi  on  the  IBth  of.  ^^.  <Mo. 
4f9.  p.  134)  we  find  that  he^had  at  leogtb 
coo^  to  the  discussion  of  terqiB*  A  con- 
ference with  JVi.  Talleyra^  is  there  d^ 
tailef),  in  which  it  appears  not  only  tbait 
^*  if  the  difficulties  in  respect  of  rform  eouM 
''  be  got  over,  |hat  he  did  |u>t  tbiqk  any 
*^  material  objections  to  terms  would  ^oe» 
'^  cur,  but  that  the  interests  of  Russia 
*'  might  be  treated  for  by  lord  Lauderdale 
^'  himself,^'  waving  ^1  formality  ofi  the 
subject;  and  thei^by  remqyiiig  |i|e  otAy 
difficulty  which  had  odcurred  to  Mr.  )Fex 
in  his  early  cprref^ndeace  with  M*  Tal- 
leyrand against  an  impo^iate  and  ayowed 
negoqiatiba^-^ir,  tbe  di,fficulty  of  the  .ba- 
sis of  actual  possession  was  nsiQoyed: 
but  the  French  minister  was  given  ^p  un- 
derstand that  %\\&re  wpol^  be  m  rigi^  adhe- 
rence to  the  terms  whiph  had  been  com- 
municaled  to  him  bo^b  iJIbr  ,£n^c^  and 
Russia.  Sir,  on  that  I  abaUi  f^^r  ^  K^ 
sefit,  make  no  obseryatipn* ;  but  I  aiifftt 
remark  that  the  Mpt^  prepanted  by  loitl 
Lauderdale  to  JVI*  T^Ueyraad,  ^i^ted  Sept. 
1 5th,  (p.  IH6)  preparatory  to  .this  confm*- 
eace,  JFully  bears  out  the  arg^m^njt  i  have 
founded  on  the  ^ispatcb  of  Mr.  Winf^m* 
and  }ot4  Lauderi^e'^  answer  to  tha$  dis- 
patch. Would  to  Qodt  eir,  tbat  at  the 
first  arnval  of  tjbe  j£ngUsb  ple^ppteo- 
tiary  at  Paris,  be  bad  Wei  iaatrufcto^ 
to  hold  sucb  a  conference  i|^  ibp  pu^  jus^ 
observed  upon !  Tben  tknp^  wejilime  to 
have  discussed,  ppnsidjsred,  n^rs^t  eoiw 
ciliated,  apd  agr^e^^  l^veji^s  wepe  now 
pressing  forward  whipb  cpt  o^  jbbe  poa- 
sibility  of  further  comaiuiMic.aUoa',  wliicb 
extinguished  all  hope  of  spfleiun^acrioio- 
nious  feelings,  of  tecoqcijing  opposite  and 
jarring  interests,  and  finally  restoring  traaa* 
quiili^y  to  the  world.  And  why-  not  tbeii 
a^  well  as  now  ?  if  the  previous  recogpitiou 
of  an  abstract  principle  wa^  necessary  .then» 
why  was  it  abandpnp^  now  ?  and  if  abaA- 
•doned  now,  i^hy  bad  any  sjtress  beep  laM 
upon  it  at  all?  In  a  former  part  pfg^y  speech* 
I  Ipoked  fpnvard  to  4^  period  ft  nhwh  I 
am  now  arrived  ;  and  iras  ]  ppt  ji^^fi^din 
saying  ^hat  th^  Mn^f^rtunatf  iptrpduction  of 
that  techpica)  term  of  diplomacy  yas  t^ 
baiie  of  the  aegpcia^ipii  ?-r-$ir,  we  are  at 
fe^wards  in^priped  tbat  }A.  Tallpyrapd,  in 
anpther  confer^ce  to  y^h  be  waa  ad- 
mitted by  lord  Lauderdale,  and  in  wbicb 
he  pvuiced  much  perspE^lpiviU^^  ao^  dia- 
BQ^itipp  tp.p}ca|§»  pr69^te4  a.PPt«t  wbigii 
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|bo|B.(he  ii!|aB9er,pf|h}t  tfimti^  %  TNo. 
*SOt  p.  .up]  ^qfs.^t  appear  to  b«^  beetii 
f.^l^^fb!er;B|ich  9a  ^e.C9M)<){llAve,wi8liedt6 

,cer^ai^ly  4i4  cpoMun^accprding  to  hU.pwn 

.p^r^»  1^  isyy  fjjduoQd.    In  tlMat;DOte 

*|h«rei8  .m^cli  itfio^qaasfuy  ond  irreJbejv«uo^ 

.Ifiat^r;  m^q|i  tfaat  oaarka  |>f^udice  and 

^irriiaiiopi;;  ^mugh  tliat  is  qt^fiQiionable ; 

^ut  t^t^ipjaceo^nf  paints  9tatfid,  of  wUkh 

it  woulfi  h$ye  bieea.y^ell  jf  tbaalU^  could 

(hftve  t^ap  adv^LQtage*    Sir»  it  is  seated 

itbat  .<<  the  emparor  adharas  to  tbe  i^llovv- 

-**  ing    pr<^Ki!9aL    That  ,|be  n^goclations 

/*  j^t^f^nrj^rance  aad  £«^land  i^b^llcoD- 

/Vtinue,  Kfid  thp  wiii^tar  of  his  (Britannic 

^**  ipfjesty  ^hsjil  he  at  liberty  to  introduce 

.V  intiP  tbe  |i:ef|ty  eitber  as  a  ^^ecret  article, 

**  or  in  ^ny  ottusr  iano  wbkfa  would  an- 

/*  .swer  tbe  .^ame  cnd»  "whatever  be  may 

f*  copceive  jvopldtQDd  to  reconcile  tbe  dif- 

/*  ference^  .betw^^n  the  two   coMntries/' 

/^  Tlu^t  tbe  efpiiieror  vvill  not  hesitate  to 

.**  maloa  wiwasacrifiqeft,  in  order  to  aqce- 

f*  lei^  peacie^  aod  render  it  durable."— 

><  Trhf^  ^pmo^  does  not  ptf^teud  to  die- 

<*  ta,^  either  to  England  or  Rugsia^  any 

."  0[ioFe  than  abe  will  be  dictated  <o  by  ei- 

,**  thejr  9f  tbope  powers."    **  Let  the  con- 

."  c^(i<|QS  b0  ^qual,  just,  and  modm-ate; 

.**  i^id  pesice  is  C9ncladed."-^ir,  it  would 

^  injustice  not  to  allow  tbfkt  tihe  answer 

.neMirnf»d  by  lord  t^auderdale  (p.  19^)  to 

^Uiiy  note  was  dignified  and  modefiile  ;  but, 

jsar,  qf^att^rswi^  Prussia  wei^  unhi^)pUy 

4rai#Qg  to  a  .qrisis*    The  tiipe  in  which 

^papisrete  an^  re^atad  diseussion:  zsigfat 

)iaye  relieved  aU  dilSeuities,  .was  irrevoca* 

^ly  gone:  a>od  lord  L^derdale  was  infer- 

nped^fgeiaeral  .Clarice's  departure  from  Pa- 

jris,  ^  aeGon»paoy  the  emperor^    A  cod- 

^^nce,  Isipweyer^  soon  tojojE  place  with  tbe 

lisniaiivng  mnister,  M*  Champ^gny,  [No* 

51,  p.  193*]  when  at  lei^th  ^  terms  on 

.wld^h    Fran^   would  eoosent  to    naake 

peace,  were  «tpened  by  that  gentleman. 

Theae  were,  tbe  cession  of  Hanover  and  its 

.<)epend^cies  to  Great  Britain :  To  confirm 

tlie  ji^peaiioKi  9f  Malita :  The  absolute 

^aBesiioa  of  the  Cape :  The  oonfiroiatioii 

of  Pondicbeny,  Chander&agure,  Mahee, 

^c.  in  the  Eaat  Indies.    Also  Tobago: 

The  Baleanck  ialaods,  as  to  iademnity  lor 

$iciljr ;  and  «n  annuity  to  the  kkig  of  the 

iwo  Sicilies  froca  lihe  crown  of  Spain*   Tbe 

imawer  given  by  lord  Lauderdale  was,  that 

no  propositiGQ  respecting  an  exchange  for 

%cily  could  be  attended  to,  and  that  he 

9m  b^Mod  to  insist  peremptoctly  upuo  aU 


tbe  demands  of  Ituaria.    In.theadbseqnMit 
coafereuce  which  took  place  on  tbe  d6tfa 
of:Sept»,  {No.  b2y  p.  197.]thedefDa]id«n 
the. part  of  Russia  was  again  insisted  upon^ 
and  the  French  plenipotentiary  said  be  baid 
no.  authority  to  make  a&y  ofier  for  Huasia, 
further  than  the  full  sovereignty  of  -Corfu w 
This  was  positiirely  r^jescted,  .and  the  oegc« 
ciation  declared  to  be  at  an  end.     Not« 
yvithstandingrM.  Ghainpagny  agaia  pressed 
for  another  conierenpe,  and  held  out  the 
prospect  of  receiving  fresh  instructions.*^ 
Another  conference  was  actually  agreed  to 
by  lord  Lauderdale,  but  whether  it  took 
place  ^.  not,  I.  think,  quite  clear:  and  if  it 
did,  we  are  not  informed  of  the  particulars. 
Neither  indeed.is  It  material,  for  the  empe- 
ror bad  quitted  >Paris,  to  put  himself  at  the 
/head  of  his  .arfny,  and  I  perfectly  agree 
with  my  noble  friend,    that   when    that 
event  had  onoe  taken  place,  every  hope  6f 
success  .in  n^ooialion  ^was  at  an  end,  aU. 
though  perhaps  the  mission  need  «iot  ba^ 
been  declared  t»rminated,  till  the  ultima- 
tum of  the  emperor  bad  been  received— 
This  was  tbe  position- taken  by  my  noble 
friend :  not  that  which  has  been  ascribed 
•to  him  by  the  hon.  gei^t.  that  all  hope  of 
pe^e  was  over,  iwhentbe  Coixfederatioo 
of  theHbineliadbeen  framed  and  published ; 
for  it  is  sufficiently  obvious,  thitt  however 
the  allies  may  have  disliked  that  act,  what- 
ever character  may  be  ascribed  to  it,  the 
correspondence  andnegoeiation  was  never 
for  a  moment  stopped  on  that  account.-^ 
Thus,  sir,  t  Imve  taken  a  review  of  most  of 
the  papers  submitted  to  our  consideration 
by  order  of  his  majesty,  longer  and  «aoFe 
tedious  thau   i  could  have  wished*.  But 
which  bas  appeared  to  me  necessaiy  in  order 
to  justify  to  myself,  to  my  friends,  and  to 
the  country,  the  eonclusions  to  which  I 
have  come,  and  tbe  part  I  fedi  compelled 
to  take.    Sir,  it  remains  for  me  to  take 
some  notice  of  the  terms  which  were  of- 
fered at  last  by  France  to  this  country  and 
to  her  ally ;  and  tbe  propriety  of  our  re- 
jecting or  accepting  those  terms  for  our- 
selves, and  insisting  upon  ail  that  Russia 
thought  proper  to  claim  lor  herself^    Ha- 
nover, that  jewel  of  the  crown,  as  it  has 
been  represented,  without  which  its  lustce 
would  be  incomplete,  was  ourSk    The  ht« 
nour  of  the  country  therein  was  secured. 
Malta  was  ours.    This  surely  was  an  im- 
portant point.     What,  »r,  was  the  original 
object  of  the  war  in  which  we  have  been 
engaged  since   1803?     Malta.    If  Malta 
could  hove  been  obtainedi  war  would  have 
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been  avoided.  At  least  we  had  the  posi- 
tive assurance  of  that  fact,  hi  the  papers 
which  were  then  laid  upon  the  table  of  this 
house.  True  it  is  that  the  Arst  step  taken 
by  the  persons  who  then  directed  the  coun- 
sels of  his  majesty  towards  the  rupture  of 
.  the  treaty  of  Amiens  was  the  king*8  mes- 
sage of  March)  1803,  relative  to  the  move- 
men ts. in  the  ports  of  the  enemy.  But  the 
communication  contained  in  the  message 
did  not,  at  the  time,  not  has  it  ever  since 
appeared  to  me  to  be  justified  by  anything 
which  could  be  she«'n  to  have  taken  place 
Indeed,  •!  shoufd  grieve  for  the  character 
of  England  if  the  imputation  cast  upon  her 
by  the  bon.  gent,  to  wliose  speech  I  have 
frequently  alluded,  could  have  credit  with 
the  world.  He  has  told  you, that  England, 
bound  by  the  solemn  obligation  of  a  treaty 
<  which  she  had  concluded  but  a  few  months 
'  belbre ;  pretending  an  earnest  desire  for 
the  continuation  of  peace,  saw  a  moment 
in  which  she  thought  the  powers  of  the 
continent  might  be  excited  against  France, 
and  that  «lie  sought  a  pretext  for  war,  in 
order  that  she  might  persuade,  by  her  ex- 
ample, those  powers  to  join  again  for  that 
chimerical  object,  wiuch  bad  been  twice 
attempted  smd  twice  defeated.  Sir,  it 
cannot  beso.'  It  is  impossible  to  believe 
it^  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  cession 
cf  which  by  England  at  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
had  been  so  much  censured,  was  ours. 
Every  point  of  consequence  in  the  East  was 
yielded ;  and  Tobago,  perhaps  of  little  im- 
portance in  itself,  but  which  having  been 
originally  an  English  colony  was,  on  that 
account,  an  acquisition  honourable  to  this 
country,  was  also  to  be  given  up.  What 
was  there  remaining  for  England,  as  Eng. 
land,  to  ask?  for  1  shall  presently  come  to 
the  stipulations  for  Russia.  Surely  for 
wealth,  power,  or  the  occupation  of  our 
naval  force  for  their  defence,  we  wanted  no 
further  accession  of  colonial  possession. 
Sicily,  sir,  has  been  represented  as  an  ob- 
ject important  to  British  as  well  as  to  Rus- 
sian interests ;  and  my  noble  friend  has  la- 
boured the  question  not  a  httle  upon  that 
ground.  Sir,  I  do  not  profess,  upon  the 
present  occasion,  either  to  coucode  or  to 
contest  this  point :  but  l.may  be  allowed  to 
say,  that  an  indemnity  for  Sicily  bad  been 
.admitted  by  the  king's  servants  as  possible, 
and  if  that  time  had  been  given  tor  th^ 
consideration  of  the  question  which  was 
wasted  in  usekss  discussions,  such  an  in- 
demnity might,  !  tlnnk y  possibif/  have  been 
lound.    That  the  real  inciinatious  of  the 


king  of  Naples  nlfast  have  been  constiltcd 
upon  the  sdbject/is  beyond  dispute.  We 
are  bound  by  no  treaty  to  that  unfortunate 
monarchy  but  having  been  the  cause  of  his 
breaking  the  tfeaty  be  h^d  made  with 
France  in  the  autumn  of  1805, •having 
taken  him  under  oinr  protfection,  having 
occupied  his  dominions  for  his  defence,  no 
consideration  upon  ea^h  cofr)d,-ram  sure, 
have  induced  the  king^s  present  ministers 
to  have  coerced,  far  lees  to  havcf  abandotf 
ed  that  monaYch  in  the  manner  in  which 
other  princes  to  whom-  we  were  bound  by 
the  most  solemn  treaties,  have  been  aban- 
doned in  the  course  of  the  sanguinary  wars 
which  have  been  waged  with  httle  intermis* 
sion  for  the  last  13  years.  I  confess  J  can- 
not lay  great  stress  upon  that  part  of  the 
argument  of  my  noble  friend  which  presses 
the  necessity  of  retaining  Sicily  tor  the 
purpose  of  supplying  Malta.  The  coufinecl 
territbry  of  Miilta,  sir,  I  should  conceive^ 
itiight  without  any  diflicolcy  be  furnished 
with  provisions  of  all  kinds  from  the  sur- 
rounding Mediterranean  states;,  and  witli 
the  present  increased  population  of  Sicily 
diminishing  so  materially,  if  not  destroying 
her  power  of  exportation,  we  might  be  in- 
duced to  ask,' How  is  Malta  supplied  now*? 
— Dalmatia  has  also  been  a  little  touched 
upon  by  my  noble  friend,  ay  an  English  ob- 
ject, in  conscfquence  of  the  fticility  it  would 
give  to  I^ance  to  Ibm^nt  disturbances  ih 
the  Turkish  <loniinions,  the  possession  d£ 
which  by  France  would  facilitate  her  view^ 
upon  our  eastern  terrkories.  Sir;  I  tonfes^ 
that  I  caimot  quite  keep  pace  with  m^ 
noble  friend.  F6r  however  right  and  pro- 
per it  may  be  in  all  cases  to  guard  against 
contingencies,  I  do  think  there  are  some^o 
remote,  as  not  quite  to  deserve  thedttetf- 
tion  sometimes  bestowed  upon  them.  Be- 
sides, sir,  however  we  Inay  talk  of  the  pre- 
servation of  the  independence  ahd  inie^ 
grity  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  ano  bject  fref- 
quently  insisted  upon  as  dear  to  FiTance  and 
England  in  the  course  of  th^se  papers,  we 
all  know  that  the  councils  of  the  Porte  afe, 
at  all  times,  either  Russian  or  French.  We 
conceive  it  to  be  our  interest  to  support 
the  preponderance  of  Russia  at  the  Porte'; 
but  we  know  that  ihe  policy  of  Russia  long" 
: since  conceived,  is  not  abandoned ;  that 
her  desire  for  the  possession  of  the  Turkish 
provinces  is  not  abated  ;  that  she  will  ac«- 
quire  that  possession  whenever  the  oppor- 
tunity shall  oft'er  ;  and  that  wheitevei'  the 
acquisition  of  those  provinces  shall  be  made 
by  any  state  really  powerful,  if  the  way  to 
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ladia  be  laid  open,  the  way  to  India  will  be 
travelled.  But,  sir^  it  seems  chat  Sicily  and 
Dalmatia  were  objects  so  important  to 
Kussia,  that  she  would  not  yield  an  iota 
upon  either,  and  bound  as  we  were  by 
treaty,  in  that  case  we  could  not  recede. 
Be  it  so«  State  it  then,  that  we  are  at  war 
because  Russia  would  not  allow  us  to  make 
peace.  That  however  is  not  said  to  be  the 
case :  Und  indeed,  I  think  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  that  if  England  deemed  the  pre- 
tensions of  her  ally  unreasonable  and  ex- 
travagant, it  would  have  been  competent 
f6r  her  to  have  used  such  arguments,  and 
to  have  had  recourse  to  such  means  as 
might  induce  her  to  modify  hef  demands. 
In  the  case  before  us,  however,  lord  Laii- 
derdale  insists  upon  all  the  demands  of 
Russia,  with  as  much  perseverance  as  he 
does  on  those  of  Great  Britain.  We  are 
to  suppose  then,  that  tlie  ministers  of  this 
country  deemed  those  demands  such  as 
Russia  was  entitled  to  expect. — It  may  then 
be  fair  to  canvass  their  justice,  and  to  ex< 
press  our  opinion  on  their  propriety, 
think,  sir,  they  resolve  themselves  into  two; 
Sicily  and  Dalmatia.  I  will  not  trouble 
the  house  by  a  repetition  of  what  I  have 
said  on  the  subject  of  Sicily.  It  is  for  per- 
sons better  and  more  accurately  informed 
than  I  am  to  determine  the  point :  but  as 
an  exchange  for  Sicily  had  once  been  talked 
of,  I  might  perhaps  have  hoped  that  such 
an  exchange  could  have  been  found  as 
would  have  afforded  a  just  equivalent,  and 
with  the  perfect.and  unconstrained  concur- 
rence of  the  unfortunate  monarch  most  in- 
terested ip  its  fate.  Sir,  before  I  sny  a 
word  upon  the  subject  of  Dalmatia,  I  beg 
to  recall  the  recollection,  of  the  house  to 
one  of  the  .speeches  of  Mr.  Fox,  charged 
with  those  maxims  .of  moral  and  political 
wisdom,  which  fell,  in  such  copious  abun- 
dance fi;om  his  lips,  and  which  speech  will, 
I  am  siire,  be  long  recollected  by  those 
who  heard  it ;  I  mean  that  delivered. ob 
the  .^Ist  of  June,  1805*.  Wherein  he 
vainly  endeavoured  to  incite  the  pers^ous 
who  had  tlien  the  government  of  the 
country  to  avail  'themselves  of  .the  media- 
tion, of  Russia  tp  eflect  a. peace;  and  al- 
most m'  a  spirit  of  prophecy'  dwelt  upon. 
the  evils.which  might  arise  from  the  line  of 
cpu(luct  which  was  unhappily  adopt^4«  ^^''* 
Fox's  Vecomipeudaliori^was  to  place  your- 
itlfin  tlie^  dtuatidiipf  Fm/ice  at  the  time  you 
treated  vf\\.\ih*^Vy  and  moreover,  to  let  the 


terms  you  asked,  to  use  his    phrase, 
moderate  in  the  extreme*     Now,  sir,  placi 
ourselves  in  the  situation  of  France,  let 
see  whether  we  can  deem  the  demand 
Dalmatia  moderate.     How  had   Dalmat 
been  acquired  by  France?  At  the  point 
the  sword.  By  the  treaty  of  Luneville,  Da 
matia  was  left  to  Austria.     What  bad  ha} 
pened  subsequent  to  that  treaty  ?  the  peac 
of   Amiens  had  been   made  and  broket 
The  chief  of  the  French  government,  on  as 
suming  the  imperial  dignity,  bad  addre8se< 
to  this  country  a  proposition  for   peace 
He  was  answered  by  a  letter,  signed   b] 
lord  Mulgrave  ;  that  his  majesty  could  no 
attend  to  any  proposition  of  that  nature 
without  consulting  Russia.    For  what  pur- 
pose did  it  afterwards  turn  out  that  Russia 
was  consulted  ?  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing her  mediation  to  pacify  the  world  ?  No 
such  thing.     But  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing a  geperal  coalition  against  France,  and 
again  to  revive  the  chimerical  project  of 
her  subjugation.  Lito  this  coalition,  framed 
under  .evil  auspices,  ill  concerted,  without 
bonds  of  union,  without  a  due  preparation 
of  those  means  acknowledged  ,by  the  fra-  i 
mers  of  it  to  be  necessary  to  it$  success, 
Austria  was  reluctantly  dragged.     Its  for- 
mation was  kept  as  secret  as   a    scheme 
of  that  nmgnitude  could  be.     It  burst  un-  . 
expected ly  upon  Franbe.     Its  explosion  • 
was  not  to  depend   upon  the  conduct  of 
the  French  emperor.    Terms  of  peace  were 
talked  of  amongst  the  coalesced  powers,  to 
be  proposed  to  France  ;  such  as  they  knew 
it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  France  to  ' 
accept:  and  after  having  -  decided   upon 
asking  what  .they  knew  she  could  not  give, 
they  determined  to  atteck  her  at  the  season 
most  convenient  to    themselves,  without 
waiting  for  the  result  of  any  negociation 
at  all.     Sir,  I  refer  to  the  Papers  laid  be- 
fore piirliament  last  year,  for  the  truth  of 
eyery  tjssertion  I  have  made  *. .   Sir,  pn-  ■ 
happily,  we  know  the  issue  of  that  project. 
The  emperor  of  France  marched  hia  army 
from  the  coasts  of  the  channel,  and .  in  a 
few  .short  weeks,  a  aeries  of  succesaes  then 
unparalleled,  an^  terminating  in  the  battle 
of  Austeriirz,  had  destroyed  the  coalition, 
and  laid  Austria  again  prostrate  at  his  feet, 
her  capital  in  his.possessioii,  and  her  con- 
dition ten   times  .more  abject  than  ever. 
The  peace  oCPre3burjg  was  made,  and  the 
peace  of  Pr.esburg  gave  Dalmatia  to  France. 
Was  it  probable,  ihon  that  .France  would 


*  See  Vol.  V.  page  339. 


♦  See  Vol.  VI.  ..Appeftfix,.[:^v  I. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


sttife.  B4tit8oha|yp^iHC^tlmttfkefefiliu!^dotik' 
of  tHie  Treaty  of  Plrest^ufe  biite'  oeter  b^m ! 
fulfilled,  atidthaetb4CBl£iroba)riievei'be(^ti(| 
^vAcoated.    A  stilf  itiron^^  gitiilnd  for 
fuppdsing  that,  if  c6ded'bV'FVatic^>  Ruksi&'l 
Vould  not  rtlinqahlt'  bef^hblif;  ted  a  sftif  * 
Stronger  gfbiikid  for  beUe^idg;  tbatnattcis' 
fotild  msv^r' agt^' to  tbitf'^cesBibd.— Thd" 
result  is;  tbat  if  RttS8taili8liBtW^pfreApt6^ 
H*y  topoto  bfer  terti»,*'a»{rfSirifi'agrtea  wftfi  * 
lef  as'ti  the*  proprfttv'of '  btr  detettod^  ' 
hette  vfki  nbt'attaib^l^,  becihise  ^e  asked 
iharwbtcbv  phKHDg'obr^'ef^es  in  tlleMtiia- 
tion  of  Ffance/we  wduM  hdt,  I  ihliik,'  b^Ve ' 
kften.^m^  witbddt  prt^tmilng  positlveljr' 

^_.^ ,  To  conttod  in'  op^d8;t!oh  td  tfiJ*adihorilV 

hav  beea  desirousrof  posaessingbersdf  of  hf'mj  noble*  friend^  ai^'tbdSb  w&o  ark 


cede  Di^hnatia  wi^n  a  fewnwntbg  alter 
tba  bod  so^  acquii^d  it?  Was  it  reaso&abte 
t^etpect  she  i;M>ukl  f  or  to  require  it  pe- 
remptorily of  ber>^Had  tbe  soocess  of 
Russia  in  ihe  war  been' such  as^ to  entitle 
bev  to  make  large  demands  on'  Flrance, 
or  to.  make  it  reasonable  to  expect  that 
Eraoce- would  listen'  to  great  pretensions 
on  her  paftf  Sir,  placing  ourseiyes  in 
the  sitaationt>f  Prance,  1  think  we  should 
say.Kleeidedfy,  no.  Sn*,  my  noble  irlrad 
biwtmly  stated  that  Daitnatia  is  not  ne- 
cessary, to  fVance,  either  for  the  inte- 
grity of  her  dominions,  or  for  her  defence^ 
l4  DeiUnatta  necessaiy  to  Russia,  for  either 
of  those  p«rposesf^**But  Franoe^  itsecMs, 


thnt" province^  as  a  point  of  oifbnee  in  war 
betb  to  Austria' and  TuHceyi  and  for  tbe 
slsil  more  daitgek-ous  purpose  of  fotnetitlng- 
distcirbancee  in  the  provinces  of  both  those 
eiifiires  in  titne  of  peace.  Gmnted;  But, 
siiPi  after  such  repeated  and  signafMefeatof 
the  onepewer^  stich  a  career  of  victory  of 
thectber,f>satt  we^wenbe  surprised,  talkibg 
a«befly,  aitS  considering  tbe  matter  4mpar^ 
tiaUy,  that  Franoe  shouM,  -when  almost 
every  thing  «w«to  in  ber  power,  select  sucli 
^ssfessiona  at  would  most  effectually  dis- 
able' Austria  fromthe  like  atteibpiS'^  and  if 
Austria^  Russia,  ~  and'  England,  conjditied; 
tovldnot  prevent  tbe  peace  of  Pi^sburg* 
win<ih  gttve  Dalmatiato  France,  could  it 
be  hoped  tbat^sfae,  for  the- sake  of  Russia, 
would'do  that  for  Austria^  which  Austria; 
with  tbe  assistance  of  Russia,  could  not  ob^ 
tain  for- herself  ? — But  then,  it  i^  a  poiht^ 
from;  which  tlra»  independence  of  tbe  Otfd- 
raan'  empife  may  be  attacked.  Granted' 
again,  Sir^  of  the  independence  of  Turkey 
I  have  said*  as  much  as  may  be'necje^^^;* 
but  if  Russia  is  jeaJoueof  French  influence 
io>  Turkey,  is  not  Frante  eqaaily  jealous  'pf 
tbe  ioflae^ee  of  Russia  ?  and  in  the  haiids 
of  either' of  tho^)3owers,  would  not  Dill- 
matra  be  equally  a  point  ofoflfetioe  in  war 
ai|d  intrigui^ in  peace' agaiiist  that  empire? 
Wiiat^  rational  ground  of  bope,  then,  that 
you  Covld  obtaib  this  protiace  for  RUs^a  ? 
Bat  it  has  been  insihuatedv  if  iiot  stated, 
tfaatthe^  object  was  not  ip)  obtain  l>aknatia 
for  Rttssiav  but  only  ita-  evacuation  by 
Ffaoce.  Wbysnrely,  sir,  no  one  wiir  be 
brought  to^bd^ve  that  if  Ff»(ice  couM  have 
been  persuaded  to  mareh  ouD,  E'ussiawoukl 
not  have  marcbed  in.  And  even  the  un- 
defined state  in  wbidi  such  an  arrange-^ 
inent,  if  practicable^  \vould  have  left  it, 
must  ba-ve  laid  the  fottudatibn  of  future 


connected  with  him  in  olBcial  shufttiioii,^ 
ibat  the' teriirs  prdpbscH'by  Ffaobe  ' wef^d 
such  as'ougjht  to  bav^  been  ac^^ted  i  but' 
a«  isfr  aa  Great'Britahi  atone if'toncerned; 
snrely  it'was  nO  disgrac^fifl  or  idgferioiiua' 
offer  tfaatNvartoakfe;  and'to  Oreatt  BHtath 
amfh^aliy,  the olfeir  w^tddh  niiAa,^ ndt 
speedily  be  nsadb*  aglcMi;  ah'd-tb^'nrciba^ 
Wlity,  or  improfeaWm/'of  obflftflrf^tetter 
termrilian  tbdjnef'which'you  re^,  U'  a^t 
ways  atonsidelitbn  of  the  ittm6st(inj>or- 
tanci  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  ne^bcla* 
tion.    But,  sir,  I  m&kitatn  th&t'Ae  terthr 
stated  evetfr  in  the  la^st  ebmtttutncktfoii  be^*; 
tween  lord  Lauderdal^andlvr.  Cbampagdji^ ' 
fhr  less  those- originalt^tattr^d'bf  bys^e-' 
raP  Clarli*  to  lord  rafn«blitl^  adtf  ^pob' ' 
which  my  nobli^  friend'  has  more  natticu-' 
larly  dwdt,  cannot  fsidy  be  stktfad' to' be' 
thh'uhimatb  tetmi  of'Fratic^;"  Tbtjfetast' 
hour,  ^f.  Chainpagi[iy.,  with  ad  'ea^^^e^a' 
which  to  lat  evinces  sincetttyj  yy^^^'tdtl 
further  comlmunicatiorfi  hopes'  'foi^rfrekfi' 
instruct  ions.    In  tlie '  confsfr^^^  detailj^tf ' 
by  lord  Laudefdde^  in  his  dlif]ptt<itl'i^^  ih:e 
Ifftbof  SeptembW,tp.  l:S5);M;Ttfl«»i^ndi' 
in  answer  to  a  questfonpropoi^il'to;  bid; ' 
says,  •*  The  emp^tx>r  wiHrle^ve  eVeiyjtiliig'^ 
to   Wb  plenSp^n^iAittrleg:"'   ^All'tenda^'tp;. 
shew,  that  if  the  thne'whicV'ela^^^ca' 
the  codmeticetiient  of  the^  m^ciaUbh,^ 
had',  beten  duly  improved,*  it  might  have/ 
been  Itnown  what  tb^  uftimatd'  tertnt  of| 
France   were,  and  then'  only  could'  voii 
have  said'  with  truth  ^  the'  worl(f,  that  i| 
wa^  solely  owing  to  tb6  injdsilbe  and  ank**' 
bitionof  Fitoce,  that 'p^^ci 'bi^tWeeii'  tbe' 
two  countries'  had'  not  been  condndf^i— * 
Sir,  it  has  been  thrown  but  in  the  fcoiirs*"' 
of  debate,  that  at  all  events  Wef  hav^bad  a 
goodescapr;  fof  that  as  ho  peace  bieiweeb" 
England   and  *  Trance  could  ^1>^  deemed 
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worth  our  having,  which  (lid  not  hold  out 
a  prospect  of  security  to   the  continent, 
seeing  what  has  happened  to  Prussia^  we 
may  congratulate  ourselves  upon  not  having 
concUidtid  a  peace,  which  would  have  been 
immediately  followed  by  a  war  between 
thitc  power  and  France*    Much  has  been 
sajd  of  ihe  injustice  and  the  violence  of 
France  in  her  present  contest  with  Prussia; 
and  even  in  the  speech  from  the  throne  we 
were  told  that  Prussia  was  forced  into  the 
contest  by  France  (p.  15).     Sir,  I  wais  un- 
willing to  express  any  difference  of  opinion 
on  that  day/but  undoubtedly  1  could  not 
concur  in  the  justice  of  that  position.    Of 
f^russia,  in  her  present  state  of  abasement 
and   dejection,  one  cannot  speak  as  one 
would  have  done  in  her  more  pros{>erous 
moments.     But  the  truth  is,  that  having, 
during  13  )^ears,  evinced  any  thing  rather 
than  niagnaninuty  of  coaduct,  she  rushed 
into  a  war  with  France,  with  an  inconsi- 
derate folly,  amounting  almost  toniadness: 
and  for  what  ? — \Yhy,  sir,  according  to  the 
confession  of  Prussia  herself,  because  she 
had  evidence  that  France  was  negociating 
with  Englaiid,  and  that  the  restoration  ol 
Hanover  was  to  be  a  condition  of  the  treaty. 
— It  was  not  any  act  of  recent  aggression 
on  the  part*  of  France ;  not  the  Confedera* 
tion  of  the  Rhine,  not  the  lengthened  abode 
of  the  French  troops  in  Germany ;  but  be- 
cause Hanover  was  to  be  taken  from  her, 
that   she  did  that  desperate   de^d  which 
lias  bfeert  succeeded  by  events  so  terrifying 
and  stupendous.  \Ve,our8elVbs,then,Mr,were 
eugaged  in  an  act  which  provoked  the  open 
hostility  of  Prtis«ia;  ilnd  what  would  have 
been  the  situation  of  the  continent^  had  a 
tfeaty  been  concluded  between  the  al  lies  and 
Framre,  of  which  th^  restoration  of  Hanover 
to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  had  been  a 
condition  1     If  Prussia  bad  refused  to  yield 
it,  we  must  have  united  with  Fraut:e  to  have 
Wrested  it  from  her«     Sir,  my  noble  ffiend 
h^is  asked,  whetlier  t^e  could  have  Conti- 
nued to  negocjale  after  the  \i^ar  h^d  begun ; 
and  what  seturity  we  coiild(  have  had;  that 
the  French  emperor  wopla  have  chttcked 
bis  career  after  one  victory,  and  whethei" 
be  would  not  hav^  followed  up  his  succes-* 
ses  to  the  extctmination  of  the  PrussiaiH 
mouarchy.     Sir,  in  the  oth^  alternative ; 
If  peace  with  us,  had  produted  war  v^itlil 
Prussia,  what  security  could  we  then  have 
taken  or  obtained,  tW  the  same  evenu 
should  not  have  taken  j>)ace?  and  yet  by 
the  very  prelioiipary  of  our  xiegdciaiion 
viih  regard  Co  the  king's  Gefmas  .domi 


nions  we  risked  it.  Sir^  it  may  be  sc 
that  I  am  putting  a  most  improbable^  if  j  i 
an  impossible  case^  for  that  if  A  treaty  il  i 
actually  been  concluded,  Prussia  woi  I 
have  acquiesced*  In  all  reasonable  pi 
bability,  sir,  she  would«  But  seeing  wl  ; 
^^  have  seen,  it  may  be  fkirly  said  she  mig  I 
not;  and  to  have  resisted  France  and  £r ; 
land  united,  would  have  been  scarce 
less  insane,  than  to  have  gone  to  war  wi 
France  at  the  time,  or  in  the  condition  si 
did.— Sir,  lord  Yarmouth  telk  you,  th  i 
M.  Talleyfand  sought  a  liiode  of  seer: 
communication  with  England^  lest  Pfuss  : 
should  take  umbrsige  at  the  propositioi 
respecting  Hanovel*.  It  was  known  thr 
she  would  not  part  with  it,  except  by  coa 
pulsion ;  and  certainly  her  acquisition  c 
that  province  was  as  much  doutrafy  t: 
every  principle  of  honour  add  good  faith 
as  any  that  was  ever  made  by  any  powei 
at  any  time. — ^Much,  sir,  has  also  been  sait 
of  the  insincerity  of  the  French,  and  of  th^i 
dupery  of  the  goveriiment  of  this  country 
I  believe,  on  the  contrary,  and  upon  grounds 
which  appear  to  me  rational  and  satisfactory 
the  ministers  of  France  to  have  been  sin' 
cere  in  their  wishes  for  peace.  I  believe 
the  chief  of  theTrendh  government  to  have 
been  desirous  of  it :  atid  if  not  sb,  I  art 
labouring  under  a  greats  but  I  hope,  a  par. 
donable  ferrori — Sir,  I  am  upon  principle, 
as  well  as  from  feeling,  in  all  transaction! 
of  life,  public  as  well  as  private^  an  enem\ 
to  perpetual  and  endless  suspicion.  It  it 
not  the  character  of  true  wisdom,  and  it 
impedes  the  progress  of  all  bunian  affairs. 
That  a  man  should  be  upon  his  guard 
against  the  machinations  of  the  bad>  and 
the  artifices  of  the  designings  is  most  ne- 
cessary. CJertainly,  one  would  not  employ 
a  person  who  wotild  be  likely  te  beconit 
the  dupe  of  others^  to  conduct  any  affairs  oi 
importance  ;  but  there  is  such  a  thing,  a« 
for  a  man  to  becotiie  the  dupe  of  hift  owi 
distrust,  and  that  is  in  my  opinion  tiie  mosi 
disgraceful  as  well  as  most  fatal  of  all  kind? 
of  dupery:— Now,  sir,  what  motive  coulc 
France  hiave  had  to  desire  negoeiatioii  witl 
England,  but  that  it  should  tefrminate  it 
peace?  My  coble  friend  baa  been  un 
justly  accused  of  having  dektyed  expi^dj. 
tiods,  and  withheld  aroiaia&ients^  in  con 
sequence  of  my  lord  Lauderdale's  pro 
crastinated  stay  at  Paris;  iha  truth  o 
vrhich  charge  he  has  denied.  I  believe 
what  b»  says,  that  wis  lobt  noihtng  by  it 
but  if  that  be  so.  Framed  gained  nothing  h 
it.  Wijy,  sir,  if  no  correspondence  hai 
SB 
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€v«;r  been  eirtered  into,  would  not  ^vcry 
acicsjiiou  t)f  power  to  Fiafice  bave  been 
made,  as  it  now  has  beeu  made  ?  would 
uot  the  Uhenisb  Con  federation  have  taken 
place  ?  could  we  by  any  means  within  our 
power  have  delayed,  much  less  have  pre- 
yenced  it? — ^Till  good  grounds,  then,  cali 
be  shewn  to  aie,  to  believe  thai  France  was 
insincere,  I  must 'trust  to  her  sincerity  in 
this  case  :  and  I  think  the  papers  before  you 
justify  nie  in  so  doing,     borne  topics,  sir, 
have  been  urged  by  my  noble  friend,  which  I 
confess,  1  had  rather  he  had  not  used,  be- 
.  cause  I  am  loath  to  hear,  and  more  espe- 
cially from  him,  any  thing  like  the  senti- 
ments which  have  always   called  for  my 
decided  reprobation  in  this  house.     Sir, 
the  mere  character  of  any  person  in  power 
dii»tinct  from  his  conduct,,  can  never  be 
made  a  motive  of  action,  and  the  reproach 
of  ambition,  injustice  and  rapacity,  is,  alas! 
but  too  applicable  to  more  than  one  coun- 
try, to  make  it  any  thing  like  a  substantial 
reason   of  itself  for  a  continuation  of  hos- 
tility with  any.     Is  it  upon  the  theatre  on 
wliich  they  are  now  contending, — is  it  in 
Toiand,  that  Russia  and  Prussia  can  with 
any  face'  reproach  France  with  injustice, 
rapacity,   violence,  and   cruelty  ?     When 
England  looks  at  her  Eastern  empire,  does 
she   leel  herself  suflficiently    innocent    to 
throw  the  first  stone  ?     These  charges  may 
serve  mutually  to  exasperate  and  inflame  ; 
they  may  tend  to  revive  that  acrimonious 
feeling, 'which  M.  Talleyrand  in  his  first 
interview  with  lord  Yarmouth,  told  him 
bad   so   happily   subsided.      I'his    rooted 
and  rancorou^  hatred  and  animosity,  which 
.may  be  created  even  in  one  country  to- 
wards another,  can  never  afford  just  ground 
fcr  war ;  but  at.  may  prevent,  and  I  fear, 
within  the  last  few  melancholy  years,  has 
materially  contributed  to  prevent,  the  re- 
storaiion  of  the  blessings  of  peace. — Such, 
sir,  are  my  sentiments;  and  I  could  uot 
.  hel])  delivering  them  to  the  house,  and  to 
.  the  world,  however  painful  the  execution 
of  the  task  has  been  :  and  with  those  sen- 
,  timents,.  it  is  quite  impossible  for  me  to 
vote  for  tiie  Address  which  has  been  pro- 
.  posed  by  my  noble  friend.    Sir,  we  are 
.  told  in  the  declaration  of  his  majesty,  that 
.  he  looks  with  confidence  to  the  issue  of 
.  the  contest,  the  continuance  of  which  he 
.  laments.    The  address  hold^  out  no  hope 
of  peace,  it  includes  iiot  ev^n  the  word ; 
and   the  speech  of  lay  noble  friend  gives 
^.me  no  consolation  on  that  bead..   Good 
.  God !  if  peace  be  not  the  issue  of  the  con- 


test, whither  are  we  hurrying?    Contem- 
plate, sir,  if  you  can  with  composure,  these 
two  mighty  empires  exerting  their  utmost 
efforts,eachYoFlbe  destruction  of  the  other; 
and  think  upon  it,  if  you  can  without  hor« 
ror,  that  before  the  contest  be  ended,  one 
or  the  other  must  be  destroyed.      Sir,  this 
is  a  catastrophe  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to 
anticipate,  without  sensations  of  tlie  deep- 
est angui&h :  it  is  a  prospect  which  1  do  not 
think,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  it  is  neces- 
sary, even  in  tlie  present  disastrous  state  of 
the  world,  to  look  forward  to.     If  it  be, 
how  trifling  are   the  woes  and  calamities 
already  suffered  by  mankind  to  those  which 
are  yet  to  come  ! !     Sir,  I  for  one  will  che- 
rish the  hope  that  even  in  the  days  of  some 
now  living,  peace  may  be  achieved,  and  I 
will  not  contribute  tp  increase  the  difficul- 
ties in  its  way,  by  laying  or  allowing  that 
it  is  impossible. — In  the  last  note  of  the 
French  minister,  dated  from  Menlz,(p.  ^^0 
wherein  Great  Britain  is  forcibly  reminded 
of  the  elevation  to  which  France  has  been 
raised  by  the  combinations  to  destroy  her 
power;  and  the  successes  of  the  new  con- 
test are  predicted,  we  are  tojd  that  amidst 
all  "the  chances  of  war,  the  emperor  of 
'*  France  will  retoew  the  negociations  upon 
*'  the  basis  laid  in  concert  with  the  illus- 
**  trious  minister,  whom  England  has  lost, 
Russia  in  her  manifesto,  published   after 
she  had  refused  to  ratify  the  treaty,  signed 
by   D'Oubril,  declares  her    readiness    to 
enter  into  immediate  negociation.      Why 
should  Great  Britain  alone  refuse  to  open 
her  ear  to  any  overture?   Why  should  she 
alone  reject  all  hope  ?—!  am  a  friend  lo 
peace,  I  opposed  the  corfimencement  of 
the  first  war  with  France.     There  never 
was  a  moment  during  the  whole  of  that 
contest  in  which  I  did  not  wish  and  think 
that  efforts  might  have  been  made  for  its 
termination.     I  supported  with  the  little 
strength  I  had,  every  attempt  that  was  made 
towards  a  pacification.     At  the  conclusion 
of  each,  I  anticipated >that  the  offer  at  the 
next  overture  would  be  far  inferior  to  what 
had  been  rejected  at  the  preceding,     I  ex- 
pressed nay  deep  regret  at  the  rejection  of 
that    favourable    opportunity^  which  was 
spurned  in  the  year  1800.     I  supported 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  expressed  ray 
strong  disapprobation  of  its  rupture.  I  aoa 
sorry  indeed  that  the  offer  of  1805  was 
answered  by  the  mouth  of  the  cannon.     I 
deeply  regret  the  conduct  of  some  parts  of 
the  negociation  which  has  just  been  con- 
cluded i  and  although  it  has  been  ijusuc- 
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cessful,  Lwill  not  yet  despair  of  peace ;  I 
will  not  consent  to  shut  the  gates  of  mercy 
against  mankind. — Sir,  I  am  aware,  thai 
my  opinions  are  peculiar,  perhaps  they  may 
be  singular.     I  hope,  however,  some  gen- 
tleman may  be  found  so  far  to  concur  with 
me,  as  that  the  Amendment  I  shall  have  to 
propose,  may  be  seconded  ;  and  that  it  may 
be  recorded   upon  the  Journals  of  parlia- 
ment, that  there  were  some  (however  few) 
who  thought  it  unwise  in  policy,  and  false 
in   princijjic,   to   assert   that    peace   with 
France  was,  under  any  circumstaix^es,  im- 
possible: but,  sir,  if  I  stand  alone»  I  can> 
oot  deny  myself  the  satisfaction  of  putting 
into  your  hand,  this  paper,  which  contains 
the  amendment  moved  by  my  noble  friend, 
upon  the  rupture  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  I  have  selected  the  wbfds  as  the  most 
expressive  of  my  sentiments  and  feelings 
on  the  present  (Occasion*     Sir,  1  move  to 
leave  out  all  the  words  of  the  Address  after 
the  word  end^  in  the  Ihird  paragraph  for 
tlie  purpose  6f  inserting  the  amendment: 
**  To  assure  his  majesty  of  our  firm  deter- 
,  **  mination  to  co-operate  with  his  majesty 
•*  in  calling  forth  the  resources  of  the  united 
^*  kingdom,  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
'**  the  war,  in  which  w-e  are  involved,  and' 
**•  to  pray  bis   majesty  that  he  will,  in  his 
**  paternal  goodness,  afford  as  far  as  is  con- 
**  sistent  with   his    own  honour  and    the 
^*  interests  of  his  people,  every  fkciliiy  to 
**  any  just  arrangement,  by  which  tlie  bles- 
***  sings  of  peace  may  be  restored  to  his 
"  loyal   subjects/^— The    motion   was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Johnstone,  '  The  question 
upon  the  amendment  having  been  put,  it 
was  negatived   without  a  division.     Tlifi 
main  question  upon  the  Address  was  then 
'put,  and  none  of  ttie  ministers  shewing  any 
disposition  to  speak, 

Mr.  Cauttirig  rose,  and  said: — I  cannot! 
'think;  sir,  that  f  need  ofter  any  apology  to 
*^the  house  for  having  deferred  till  the  very 
last  moment  obtruding  myself  upon  your 
attention.     It  was  not  until  the  last  ques- 
'tion  now  in  your  hand,  was  about  to  be 
put  and  decided,  that  1  could  believe  it  to 
"be  the  determination  of  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters to  sufler  such  a  speech  as  we  bave 
just  beard  from  the  boo.  gent,  opposite  (Mr. 
Whitbread)    to    remain   urtanswered;    to 
suffer  their  own  conduct  in  a  transaction  so 
momentous  as  that  which  we  are  this  night 
considering,  to  go  forth  to  the  world  under 
the  imputations  of  their  enemies  abroad, 


in  public  opinion. — A  complete  vindication 
I  did  not  expect  from  them,  because  there 
are  some  particulars  in  their  conduct  of  the 
negociation,  with  respect  to  which  the  hon. 
gent,  has  accused  them  but  too  justly:  but 
as  to  the  general  result  of  the  negociation 
itself,  they  have  a  case  which  I  think  they 
can  maintain;  and  which  they  owed  it  to 
themselves,  to  this  house,  and  to  the  cour- 
try,  not  to  abandon  in  dumb  despair,  with- 
out ah  attempt  to  defend  it  jagainst  an  at- 
tack so  powerful,  and  coming  fron^  a  quar- 
ter from  which  I  think  they  myst  feel  .that 
attack  with  morethap  common  severity .—- 
If,  indeed,  the  speech  which  has  just  been 
delivered  had  come  from  this  side  of  thti 
house,  1  could  imagine  that  the  ministers 
might  have  passed  it  over  in  silence  ;  that 
they  might  have  considered  the  charge  ot 
not  having  done  4fn6.u^h  towards  fnaking 
peace,  directed  by  .us  against  them,  as  one 
which  they  could  safely  leave  .unnoticed  ; 
as  one  to  which  we  could  not  be  supposed 
to  have  thought  them  seriously  liable.     I 
freely  acknowledge  that  my  suspicions  of 
their    conduct    in  the  negociation.  were 
pointed  quite  another  way. — But  coming, 
from  one  of  their  own  body,  from  a  friend 
and  champion   of   their    former  politics, 
himself  still  apparently  ipaiotaining  opini- 
ons which  tliey — which  the  nobJelord  (IIo- 
wick)  especially, — has  {much  to  his  owi^ 
credit,  and  to  the  advantage  of  his  coui  • 
try)  relinquished;    opinions   which    have 
dictated  so'  many  naotions  in  this  house  for 
peace  and  for  negociation  in  the  course  of 
the  last  h2  year"^;  many  of  them  made  by 
the  noble  lord  himself,  and   all  of  them 
supported  by  him,  and  bv  the  hon.  genf. 
under  circumstances  much  more  unl'avour- 
able  than  those  under  which  the  late  negc» 
elation  has   terminated;   coming,    I  sav, 
from   such  a  quarter,  and  urged  not  on^y 
with  so  much  ability,  but  with  such  pecu- 
liar force,  from  long  personal  and  political 
friendship,*  and  from  that  former  similarity 
of  opinions,  I  do  think  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  gent,  required  an  answer.     And    I 
should   have  thought  also  that- the  noble 
lord  (Ho wick)  himself  would  have  suffici- 
ently felt  the  pride  and  the  comfort  of  the 
situation  in  which  he  now  stands,  the  advo- 
cate for  the  justice  of  the  cause  of  his  coun- 
try against  France,  not  to  have  omitted  an 
opportunity    of    vindicating    that    cause 
against  the  objections  of  his  hon.  friend. — 
Since,   however,   neither  the    noble   lord 


and  the  inculpation  of  their  friends  at  home,  I  himself,  nor  any  of  his  colleagues,  have 
without  an  attempt  to  set  themselves  right  I  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  endeavour 
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to  coanteract  tlie  impression  which  the  boo. 
gent.'s  speech  is  calculated  to  produce,  I 
&el  myself  obliged  (though  ^^Ty  relactaot- 
\y  at  this  momeut)  to  st^te  my  opinion  up- 
on the  question  now  befofe  the  house.     I 
feel  myse}f  the  more  especially  hound  to 
do  sOy  because  agreeing  with  the  hon.  gent. 
16  mauy  of  the  premises  whidi  he  hos  laid 
down,  f  am  proportionahly  the  more  an- 
3nons  to  disclaim  agreeing  with  him  in  his 
conclosions*    I  tit  anxious  to  repeat  what 
1  have  before  said  upon  this  subject,  that 
liowever  the  negociation  may  have  been 
IDb-managed,  it  has  not,  it  cannot  have 
been,  so  mismanaged,  as  to  put  France  In 
the  right,  and  this  C6untry  in  the  wrong, 
AS  to  the  general  result  of  the  negociation, 
inuch  less  as  to  the  general  question  of  the 
tv^.    There  may  have  been,  and  I  agree 
#itb  the  hon.  gent.,  in  thiuking  there  have 
fi^,  lome  considerable  errors  in  the  con- 
duct of  out  government.    There  may  be, 
knd  I  agree  with  the  hon.  gent.,  there  are 
iissertions  in  the  king's  Declaration,  which 
ftre  nbthoroe  ont  by  the  papers  upon  the 
table:  but  I  cannot  agree  with  the  hon. 
gent.,  that  the  effefct  of  these  etrorsor  mis- 
representations is  to  prove  that  an  oppor- 
futiity  has  been  lost  of  making  an  advanta- 
geous peace ;  that  the  negociatiou  has  been 
prematurely  and  unnecessarily  broken  off 
'on  the  part  of  this  country;  or  that  with 
%  Ijftle  moiie  patti^hcfe  and  dexterity  on  our 
part^  we  should  have  fbund  France  ready 
to  give  such  term9  a$  it  became  his  majes- 
ty's ministers  to  accept.    |  cannot  believe 
that  there  was,  from  the  beginning,  any 
other  intention  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
"^han  to  delude  and  amuse  us ;  1  think  the 
talse  statements  in  the  Declaration  are  only 
"so  niany  ill-contrived  atteiivipts  to  conceal 
or  to  excuse  our  having  been  so  amused 
and  deceived ;  and  so  far  frpn^  conceiving 
tiie  rupture  of^the  negociatioi^  to  have  been 
pretnature,  while  I  agree  in  thipjiing  the 
opportunity  ill- chosen,  I  blame  only  that 
jchoice  which  let  so  many  better  opportuni- 
ties pass  by;  which  suffered  a  negociation 
which   it  ^aS  evident,  from    the  earliest 
Stage,  must  terminate,  as  tins  has  termina* 
ted,  to  be  protracted,  by  the  artifices  of 
"  the  enemy,  to  his  advantage  alone,  ana  to 
the  in^nite  detriment  of  this  country. — la 
'  fttatirtg  the  grounds  upon  which  I  have  forr 
'  xiied  these  opinions,  I  cannot  do  better 
than  follow  the  order  which  the  noble  lor4 
(IIowick)ha3  pursued  in  his  speech.     I'bt 
nobl^  lord  did  me  the  honour  to  begin  by 
a  |-6ference  to  a  pai't  of  my  speech,-on  the 


first  night  of  the  session ;  in  respect  to  the 
3  mate  rial  points  upon   which,  as  .  1  then 
took  the  liberty  of  sayiog,  it  appeared  to 
me  the  averments  of  his  majesty's  decla- 
ration   required    explanation  and   proof. 
These  3  points  were,  as  the  noble  lord  has 
correctly  stated:  1st,  The  assertion  that 
the  first  overture  came  from  the  enemy ; 
idly,  That  that  overture  was  accoonpanied 
by  a  proposal  to  treat  on  the  basis  of  the 
uti  poshidffis ;  3dly,  The  question  of  our 
having  kept  faith  and  concert  with  our  aU 
lies,  particularly  witli  Russia^  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  negociation.     The  no- 
ble lord  trusts  that  I  am  satisfied  opon  all 
these  points;  1  will  tell  him  how  fi&r  1  atn 
so. — With  respect  to  the  first  point,  that 
the  first  overture  came  from  ihe  enemy,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  avowing  myself  per^ 
fectly  satisfied.       My    doubts  upon  this 
subject,    the  noble  lord  will  do   me  the 
justice  to  recollect,    vrere  founded    up^ 
on    the    two    letters,    Nos.    ^,    and  S9 
of  the   French  publication ;    the  first  of 
which  IS  now  shewn  to  have  been  interpo^ 
lated,  a  trick  of  which  it  was  impossible 
to  form  a  suspicion ;  and  the  second  to 
have  been  written  in  answer — not  to  thai' 
which  it  is  made  to  follow  immediately  in 
the  French  publication, — but  to  that  other 
note  of  M.  Talleyrand,  inclosing  au  Ex- 
tract from  Buonaparte's  Speech,  which  in 
the  French  publication  is  wholly  omitted. 
When  I  said  that  the  letter  about  the  as- 
sassin would  be  of  itself  an  overture,  un- 
less something  anterior  to  it  in  date  could 
be  produced,  1  said  so  on  the  presump- 
tion (which  I  should  never  have  dreamt 
of  questioning)  that  all  the  correspondence 
subsequent  to  that  letter  was  correctly  gi*- 
ven  in  the  Moniteur,     Undoubtedly  the 
case  is  altered  by  that  letter  of  M.  Talley- 
rand, which  is  now  brouglit  to  light.     Uu- 
doubtedly  that  letter,  and  the  cummuuU 
cation  of  Buonaparte's  speech,  expressing 
his  willingness  to  treat  on  the  basis  of  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  con- 
stituted a  distinct  overture,  to  which  Mf . 
Fo.x  replied  as  it  was  fit  he  should  do.-^ 
Two  things,    however,    I    must    remark, 
which  the  noble  lord  does  not  appear  to 
bear  in  his  recollection ;  1st,  that  I  never 
attributed  any  blame  to  the  making  the 
first  overture,  supposing  we  had  in  fact 
made  it;  on  the  contrary,  I  distinctly  sajd 
that  at  anv  time  when  negociation  might 
be. desirable,  1  could  not  conceive  that  auy 
delicacy  as  to  which  party  should  make  the 
proposal  ought  to  statfd  in  the  way:  the 
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blame  would  have  belonged  wholly  to  the 
publishing  ia  bis  majest/s  declaruliou,  an 
aascrtion  not  supported  by  facts.      2dly, 
That  my  objections  to  the  letter  about  the 
assassin  were  not  confined  to  the  single 
point  of  its  ttiUitness  as  an  overture  j  but 
were  many  of  them  of  a  nature  to  be  in 
DO  degree  done  away  by  tlie  proof  of  its 
not  having  been  intended  as  an  overture 
for  negociation.     Those  objections  I  still 
feel,     I  still  think  the  letter  in  its  whole 
style  and  temour*  in   conception  and  in 
taste»  altogether  unworthy  of   the  great 
man  who  was  the  writer  of  it ;  and  so  un- 
lit:e  him^  so  wholly  unlike  any  thing  else 
of  his  writinc  which  a,ppears  in  the  papers 
upon   the  tables  that,  when  I  heard  the 
noble   lord   speak   of  the   interpolations 
which  the  enemy  Itad  audaciously  inserted 
in  the  publication  in  the  Moniteur,  I  pro- 
ifess  1  fully  expected  to  find  this  letter  one 
of  them^     I  was  disappointed  at  tinding  it 
among  our  own  ofHcial  papers  unaltered, 
and  still  attributed  to  Mr.  Fox, — I  was 
no  less  difiappointed  at  not  finding  some- 
thing else,  which  I  understood  the  noble 
Jord  to  have  promised ;  but  I  suppose  1 
must  have  misunderstood  him.      1  did«i 
however*    understand   him  to  say,    that; 
when  tlie  official  correspondence  came  to  be 
published,  we  should  ^nd  that  Mr.  Fox 
had  reacted  with  disdain,  those  exclusive: 
compliments  to  himself,    the    object    of 
which  is  obviously  not  so  much  to   exalt 
him,  as  to  vilify  aU  the  ministers  who  had 
fiono  before  him.     I  find  nothing  like  it. 
1  wish  I  did.     I  retain  my  opinion  as  to 
what  ought  to  have  been  an   Knglish  mi- 
nister's conduct  in  \his  respect.     lUit  lea- 
ving said  thus  much,  I  am  not  desirous  of 
pressing  this  subject  farther.— I  will  come 
next  lo  tlie  point  which  the  noble  lord  has 
treated  as  the  third  in  succession  ;  that  of 
our  good  faith  and  concert  with  Russia: 
because  upon  this  point  also  1  have  to  ex- 
press, in  tlie  main,  great  satisfaction  ;  and 
I  willingly  defer  as  long  as  I  can  that  upon 
which  I  continue  to  entertain  an  unfavour* 
able  opinion.— 1   am    happy   to  declare, 
that  so  far  as  the  papers   enable  us  to 
judge,  mioisters  appear  to  have  maintain- 
ed oar  good  faith  towards  Russia  wholly 
unimpaired.    And  so  far  from  undervalu- 
ing this  merit  in  the  negociation,  I  am 
ready  and  anxious  to  hold  it  up  as  that 
which  is  at  once  niost  praise-worthy,  and 
most  politic ;  for  which,  ministers  are  en- 
titled to  the  highest  credit,  and  by  which 
the  country  obtains  the  most' solid  ad  van 


tages,  those  of  character  and  confidence 
for  the  future.-*The  noble  lord  will  not 
think  this  commendation  unreasonably  qua* 
lified  by  the  reserve  with  which  I  am  obli- 
ged to  accompany  it,— that  it  is  due  so  far 
as  the  papers  enable  us  to  judge.    I  do 
not  blame  ministers  for  noi  furnishing  us 
with  more  ample   documents  upon  tliis 
subject ;  perhaps  they  could  nqt  be  fur- 
nished without  hazarding  mischievous  dis. 
closures  :  but  unquestionably  the  want  of 
any  knowledge  of  the  communications  be- 
tween us  and  Russia,  which  preceded  the 
mission  of  M.  D'Oubril,  leaves  us  under 
the  necessity  of  taking  upon  the  minister  a 
word  the  a&surance  that,  up  to  that  neriocly 
Russia  and  England  acted  cordially  an4 
confidentially  together.     For^  if  one  coul4 
suspect  that  the  ii^ission  of  !M.  D'Oubril  to 
Paris  was  intended  by  the  court  of  Peter«« 
burgh  as  a  reprisal  for  our  having  ad  van-* 
ced  before  them  in  the  negociation  fastcr 
than  they  had  expected,  or  than  we  had 
given  them  notice  of  our  doing  or  intend* 
ing  to  do,wt  would  then  be  impossible 
to  contend  that  we  had  kept  faith  and  conr 
cert  with  Russia,  as  strictly  as  we  boast  of 
having  done :  but  even  then  I  will  confess 
I  should  be  inclined  to  doubt  wlielher  our 
subsequent  conduct,  after  M,  D'Oubrills 
separate  treaty,had  not  redeemed,  or  evea 
more  than  redeemed  our  original  failure* 
If,  on  the  contrary,  M.  D'Oubril  was  seat 
without  sufficient  previous  notice  to  us, 
and  without  waiting  for  and  obtaining  oiir 
full  consent,  our  conduct  would   then  be 
not    only  unexceptionable, '  but  such  aa 
would  have  entitled  us  to  the  lasting  gratH 
tnde  of  Russia,  and  lutve  left  her  deeply 
our  debtor  ; — but  even  then  I  should  think 
that  what  we  had  done,  though  more  per- 
iiaps  than  Russia  would  have  been  in  such 
a  case  entitled  to  claim,  was  not  more  than 
an  enlarged  and  enUghtened  policy  ^var- 
ranted  us  in  doing  for  her. — I  am  willing* 
however,  to  believe  that  there  was  nothii^ 
to  atone  for  or  to  forgive  on  either  side. 
That  Russia  and  England  took  every  ste^ 
in  concert :    And  then,  while  I  admit  and 
rejoice  in  the  admission^   that  the  good 
faith  of  the  two  governments  towards  each 
other  has  been  sacredly  observed,  I  cannot 
forbear  regretting  that  so  laudable  a  sys- 
tem should  not  have  been  carried  fu% 
and  beneficially  into  execution ;  that  these 
has  not  been  as  much  wisdom  as  genero- 
sity and  sincerity  displayed  in  the  conduct 
of  the  alliance  ;  that  a  concert,  so  perfect 
in  principle,  has  been  acted  upon  so  ne- 
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gligently  or  ill-avisedly,  as  to  lose  id  po- 
licy all  the  main  advantages  which  such 
a  concert  between  two  great  powers  is  cal- 
culated to  procure,   and  which  constitutt^ 
its  principal  value.-<>\Vhat  is,  in  truth,  the 
main    advantage   of  such    a  concert  and 
union  between  two  great  powers  such  as 
England  and  Russia,  in  a  negociation  with 
a  common  enemy  ?   Not   surely,  that  it 
obliges  their  respective   plenipotentiaries 
to  communicate  with  each  other  upon  eve- 
ry step  which  each  may  advance  in  their 
treaty — ^not  because  it  binds  each  not  to 
conclude  without  the  other.     These  are, 
abstractedly  taken,  disadvantages    rather 
than  advantages  ;  they  tend  to  complicate 
•nd  embarrass  ;  to  retard  the  work  of  pa- 
cification ;  and  ultimately  may  lead  to  the 
rejection  of  a  peace  in  the  highest  degree 
desirable  for  one  party,  from  the  want  of 
Bome  petty  object,  or  the  failure  of  some 
unreasonable    pretension,    of  the    other. 
But  what  is  the  advantage  which  compen- 
sates, and  more  than  compensates,  all  these 
possible  inconveniencies  ?  and  which,  es- 
pecially at  such  a  moment  as  the  present, 
and  against  such  an  enemy  as  the  nations 
of  Europe  have  now  to  contend  against, 
makes  the  union  of  two  such  powers  as  En- 
gland and  Russia  hot  otily  a  mutual  secu- 
rity to   themselves,  but  a  common  bles- 
sing to  mankind  ?  What,  but  that  assurance 
which  it  holds  out  to  the  world  of  co-ope- 
ration for  ends  in  which  all  the  world  is  in- 
terested— of  a. determination  either  to  ob- 
tain such  a  peace  as  shall  secure  the  gene- 
ral tranquillity,  or  to  carry  on  war  toge- 
ther fo*-  the  general  protection  ?  What,  but 
the  rallying  point  which  it  affords  to  the 
^weaker  powers ; — the  hope  which  it  offers 
of  assistance  to  those  who  are  able  to  con- 
tend fortheir  freedom,  and  of  refuge  and  pro- 
tection to  those  who  fly  to  it  from  tyranny 
'and  oppression  ?— But,  for  the  attainment 
of  these  objects,  what  can  be  more  obvious 
•than  that  it  is  npt  sufficient  for  such  an 
<  union    to    exist,    unless  its  existence    be 
known  ?— that  a  concert  may  be  perfectly 
cordial  between  the  two  contractiiig  pow- 
ers ;  but  if  its  operation  be  kept  secret,  if 
it  be  not  diligently  and  (I  would  almost 
say)  ostentatiously  blazoned  to  the  world, 
it  is  utterly  useless  for  any  purpose  of  lar- 
*  ger  benefit  ?  And  what  was  the  fact  ?  Was 
it  notorious  that  England  and  Russia  nego* 
ciated  in  concert  ?  Was  not  the  direct  con- 
trary  more  than  suspected  ?  Was  not.  the 
mission  oi  M.  D'Oubril  universally  be- 
lieved to  be  a  surprise  upon  our  governt 


ment?  Was  not  the  omission  of  any  men-^ 
tion  of  Russia  in  the  king's  speech,  at  the 
end  of  the  last  session  of  parliament,  un- 
derstood botl)  here  and  abroad  as  a  tacit 
abrogation  of  our  alliance  ?  If  that  alliance 
still  subsisted  at  that  time,  and  if  the  con- 
cert was  going  on  as  intimately  as  is  now 
insinuated,  was  it  not  our  obvious  policy 
to  give  every  degree  of  publicity  in  our 
power  to  a  state  of  things  so  honourable 
to  ourselves,  and  in  its  consequences  like- 
ly to  prove  so  beneficial  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  ?  But  wluit  was  our  conduct }   and 
what  were  its  effects  ?— When,  once  we  had 
agreed  to  treat,    [See  Mr.  Fox's  dispatch 
to  lord  Yarmouth,  June  26, 1805,  No.  15  of 
the  papers,  presented  to  both  houses  of  par- 
liament, page  140  of  the  present  volume,] 
"  separately  in  form,  though  in  substance, 
in  concert  with  each  other,**  (a  most  dex- 
terous contrivance  some  appear  to  think 
it — I  conceive  it  to  have  been  a  most  mis- 
chievous concession);  from   that  momeut 
however  our  good  faith  might  still  be  saved, 
every  other  advantage  of  concert  was  irre- 
trievably abandoned.     Russia  and  England 
might  still  be  trae  to  each  other :  but  Rus- 
sia and  England  together  were  no  longer 
tru^  to  the  cause  of  Europe  and  of  the 
world. — And  were  not  tlie  effects  corre- 
spondent with  the  error  *  of  the  policy  ? 
What  lost  Prussia  ?  I  know,  the  noble  lord 
says,  the  madness,  the  precipitancy,  the  infa- 
tuation of  Prussia  herself.  But  are  we  wholly 
guiltless?  Had  Prussia  nothing  to  mislead 
and   to  deceive  her?  I  know,    the  noble 
lord  will  tell  lis,  as  he  h&s  already  told  uS| 
that  Prussia  acted  withoutconcert  or  com- 
munication, lie  will  quote  that  note  of  the 
kipg  of  Prussia,  in  which  he  states  that  hi9 
resolution  to  go  to  war  would  be  known  at 
Paris  before  it  was  known  at  London  or  at 
Petersburgh.     He  will  lament  that  Prussia 
did  not  throw  herself  upon  the  courts  of 
London  and  Petersburgh  for  counsel  and  as- 
sistance.    But  what  temptation  had  Prus- 
sia to  take  this  course  ?  Had  she  nothing 
to  deter  lier  from  it  ?  Let  us  see  what  the 
court  of  Berlin  would  answer  for  itself. 
In  the  declaration  \^hich  was  published  by 
that  court  at  the  beginning  of  Oictober, 
speaking  of  the  time  when  Prussia  was 
goaded  by  France  into  the  measures  which 
led   immediately   to   the  nvar,   it  i*  said 
«*  two  ncgociations  were  at  that  time  car- 
rying on  at  Paris;  one  with  Russia,  the 
other  with  the  English  ministry.     In  both 
these  ncgociations  the  intentions  of  France 
against  Prussia  were  evidently  manifested." 
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And  then  it  proceeds  to  speqify  thestipula- 
lions  hostile  to  Prussia  in  each.    Such  then 
was  the  impression  al  Berhn.     The  court 
of  Berlin  was  satisfied  that  England   and 
Russia  were  carrying  on  not  a  joint  negoci- 
ation,  but  two  distinct  and  separate  negoci- 
atioris  :— "  separate  in  form"  we  know  they 
unfortunately  were ;  and  how  should  the 
court  of  Berlin  guess  that  they  were  **  in 
substance"  united  ?  And  under  this  impres- 
sion it  is  that  the  noble  lord  expresses  his 
astonishment  and  indignation  at  the  con- 
duct of  that  court — that  he  admires  the 
rashness,  the  want  of  common  sense,  the 
absolute  madness  aud  infatuation  of  Prus- 
sia in  not  having  thrown  herself  altogether 
upon  the  courts  of  Petersburgh  and  Lon- 
don : — Upon  two  courts,  of  whom  she  on- 
ly knew    that  they  were  engaged   in   se- 
parate   negociations, — of   whose    concert 
with  each  other  therefore  she  could  enter- 
tain no  reasonable  belief;  aud  further,  that 
as  far  as  related  to  herself,  they  were  each 
in  their  respective  treaty,  stipulating  some- 
thing disadvantageous  to  Prussia!   Would 
not  the  hifatuation,  the  foUy,  the  childish 
Credulity  of  Prussia  have  been  much  rather 
to  be  admired,  if  with  no  other  data  than 
these  she  had  formed  the  rash  opinion  that 
to  the  courts  of  Petersburgli  and   London 
she  could  safely  b^ake  herself  for  succour? 
'—And  if  at  the  same  time   at  which  this 
undoubted   fact  of  the  separate   negocia- 
tions with  M.  D'Oubril  and  lord  Yarmouth 
was  communicated  by  M,  Talleyrand  to 
the  Prussian  minister  al  Paris,  M.  Talley- 
rand had  (as  no  doubt  he  had)  the  good- 
ness further  to  communicate  in  confidence 
that  sentence  of  the  English  secretary   of, 
state's  letter  of  the  8th  of  April,  in  which 
Mr.  Fox  declares  liis  persuasion  that  *'  the 
project   ol    a   new    combination     against 
France   is    utterly   chimerical,'*  —  then   1 
would  be  glad  to  know  what  rational  Prus- 
sian could  have  advised  his  king  to  look 
for  aid  against  France  from  the  joint  coun- 
sels and  exertions  of  two  powers,  who  were 
notoilously  pursuing  courses  separate  from, 
and  independent  of,  each  other;  but  each 
separately  and  respectively  hostile  to  Prus- 
'sia:  and  of  whom  one,  and  that  the  one 
which  had   been  hitherto  the  soul  of  all 
confederacies  against  Trance,  had  volun- 
*  tarily  confessed  to  France  herself  that  the 
dav  of  such   confederacies  was  gone  by, 
and  that  ihe  attempt  to  revive  them  would 
be  utterly  chimerical : — I  trust  that  in  all 
alliances  which  this  country  may  hereafter 
contFacty  whether  for  war  or  for  neg^cia 


tion  with  France,    it  will  be  remembered, 
that  though  good  faith  between  the   con- 
tracting  parties  be   much,  it  is  not  alt; 
that'such  a  connection  loses  half  its  value, 
as.  well  as  half  its  sanctity,  when  it  is  not 
avowed  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  ;  that  what 
we  appear  anxious  to  conceal,  or  afraid  to 
acknowledge  ourselves,  will  not  readily  be  < 
believed  or  trusted  in  others;  that  "  sepa«» 
rately  in  form,*  but  substantially  in  con- 
cert," is  a  form  of  treaty  which  has  all  the 
disadvantages  of  combination^  without  any 
of  the  advantages  for    which    combina- 
tion  id   most  to    be    prized.      Had    we 
treated  *'  formally," — as  well  as  '*  substan- 
tially,— -in  concert,"    M.  D'Oubril  could 
never  have  signed  his  separate  treaty  ;  even 
had  we  been  "  substantially," — as  well  as 
**  formally, — separate,"  we  at  least  should 
not  have  been  subject  to  the  awkward  and 
difficult  suspense  which  followed  that  sig- 
nature.    This  difikulty,  however,  was  un- 
doubtedly well  worth  incurring  for  the  be- 
nefit of  effectual  concert;  but  how  could 
that  concert  be  effectual,  <which  was  known 
to  none  but  the  parties  who  concealed  it, 
and  to  the  enemy  who  stipulated  for  its 
concealment  in  order  that  he  might  deny 
it,  and  which  presented  to  all  other  na- 
tions no  other  appearance  than  that  of  dis- 
union of  councils  and  diversity  of  objects  ? 
— J  come  now   to   the  last  of  the  three 
points,  upon  which  the  noble  lord  expects 
to  find  me  satisfied,  the  as^sertion  in  his 
majesty's  declaration,    that    France  pro- 
posed to  treat  on  the  basis  of  the  vti  pos* 
sidetis.     Aud  upon  this,  with  the  utmost 
seriousness  an<J  sincerity  I  feel  myself  com. 
pelled  to  declare,  that  so  far  from  haying 
received  any  satisfaction,  I  am,  after  the 
most  diligent  and  impartial  examination  of 
the  papers,  more  than  ever  convinced,  that 
the  assertion  is  not  borne  out  by  the  evi- 
dence adduced  in  support  of  it.     It  is  a 
question  of  evidence;  it  is  a  plain  issue  of 
fact,  upon  which  an  ordinary  jury   might 
decide;  and  1  am  confident  that  any  jury 
would  find  the  allegation  not  proved.   The 
noble  lord,  indeed,  goes  a  very  short  way 
to  work  upon   this  point,  and  travelling 
altogether  out   of  the  record   before   the 
house,  and^  putting  by  all  the  written  docu- 
ments by  which  he  oVigiually  engaged   to 
convince  us,  betakes  himself  at  once  to  the 
aid  of  the  noble  person  whose  intervention 
was  employed  on  this  occasion,  and  as|:s  us> 
if    we  will  not   believe    lord    YarmouKi's 
word  ?     '  Is  the  asseiiion  of  my  lord  Yur-. 
mouth  good  for  nothing!''— For  every  IItIl^; 
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and  iaa  matter  of  private  concern,  I,  for  one, 
should  desire  no  other  evidence ;  thougb 
even  there,  if  there  were  contradictory 
testimony  ofiered  in  opposition  to  it,  I  am 
•fraid  I  must  have  recourse  to  other  colla- 
teral evidence  to  turn  the  scale.  But  can 
any  thing  be  more  unfair  or  unrensonable 
than  this  direct  personal  reference  to  lord 
Yarmouth?  unfair  to  the  noble  person  him- 
self, upon  whom,  singly,  is  thus  attempted 
to  t)e  thrown  the  whole  weight  of  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  the  honour  of  this  country 
is  pledged,  upon  which  we  are  at  issue  with 
the  enemy  in  the  face  of  the  world  ?  Was 
such  a  question  ever  so  decided  ?  Was  a 
point  in  dispute  between  two  governments 
ever  before  attempted  to  be  rested  on  the 
single  responsibility  of  any  individual,  how- 
ever respectable?  Would  any  individual 
whatever  undertake  to  convey  a  communi* 
cation  from  government  to  government,  at 
the  risk  of  having  such  a  load  of  respon- 
sibility cast  upon  him  ?  We  have  heard  from 
the  noble  lord  himself  that  he  had  no  such 
apprehension;  that  he  wai  not  by  any  means 
prepared  for  the  use  which  is  now  made  of  his 
name;  that  he  took  for  granted  all  along,  that 
he  was  not  the  single  and  sole  testimony  on 
which  the  question  between  the  two  govern- 
luents  rested ;  that  he  imagined  there  was 
other  concurrent  evidence  in  the  corre- 
spondence which  was  carried  on,  concur, 
rently  with  his  mission,  between  the  two 
ministers  for  foreign  affairs ;  that  M.  Tal- 
leyrand distinctly  told  him,  that  he  wrote 
to  Mr«  Fox  to  the  same  effect  with  the 
communication  made  to  him  (lord  Yar 
mouth) ;  that  he  fully  believed  the  letter 
of  which  he  was  himself  tlie  bearer  from 
Mn  Fox  to  M,  Talleyrand,  to  be  upon  the 
same  subject;  and  that  he  is  astonished  to 
find  himself  at  this  time  of  day  the  only 
support  with  which  ministers  have  provided 
themselves  for  a  point  upon  which  they  lay 
so  much  stress*  And  well  may  the  noble 
lord  express  his  surprise,  and  his  resent- 
ment at  having  such  a  burthen  laid  upon 
his  shoulders^  The  noble  lord  himself 
fbels — and  cannot  therefore  think  it  any 
personal  disrespect  to  him^  if  there  are 
those  who  feel  with  him— that  he  is  not 
alone  presentable  to  the  woHd  as  a  suffi- 
cient evidence  upon  such  a  question*  We, 
tp  be  sui'e,  have  the  advantage  in  this  house 
of  the  noble  lord's  presence^  as  a  member 
bf  it.  But  this  house  is  not  the  only  judge 
in  this  question.'  It  is  a  question  lor  Eu- 
rope, for  posterity  to  decide :  and  what  is 
the  noble  lord's  privi^te  p^ole  testimony 


to  them  ?  How  can  they  know  it  ?  bow 
can  they  be  expected  to  take  cognizance  of 
ii  ?  Even  in  the  other  house  of  parliament 
they  have  not  the  advantage  which  we  have 
here ;  and  even  we  should  have  been  de- 
prived of  it,  if  the  noble  lord  had  hap- 
pened not  to  be  returned  to  the  present 
parliament."-rlf  it  was  intended  from  the 
beginning  to  lay  the  whole  weight  of  this 
assertion  on  lord  Yarmouth's  siugle  decla- 
ration, why  was  not  lord  Y^  duly  apprised 
of  this  intention,  and  directed  to  reduce 
that  declaration  into  a  written  official  shape  I 
The  memorandum  of  the  13th  of  June  ia 
wholly  insufficient  for  this  purpose.  Why 
was  he  not  instructed  to  obtain  in  writing 
from  M.  Talleyrand  the  proposal  which  he 
understood  him  to  have  made  in  conver- 
sation ?  1 1  is  said, ''  M .  Talleyrand  would  not 
have  given  it  in  writing!'-  How  do  you  know 
that?  Lord  Y.  distinctly  says  that  be  wa^ 
never  instructed  to  attempt  to  obtain  it, 
'  But  it  was  in  the  very  nature  of  such  a  com* 
raunicatiou,'  says  the  noble  secretary  of  statt 
(lord  Howick),  that  it  should  not  be  reda^ 
ced  into  writing :-— the  attempt  to  embody 
such  overtures  mto  a  distinct  official  shape, 
has  a  tendency  to  put  an  end  to  that 
sort  of  preliminary,  unavowed  insinuation 
which  has  usually  preceded  formal  negoci* 
atious  for  peace  \  and  which  if  you  dis- 
credit and  bring  into  disuse,  wars  must  go 
on  interminably ;  for  how  is  the  disposi* 
tion  to  put  an  end  to  them  to  be  ascertain- 
ed ?  I  confess  I  see  none  of  the  dangers 
which  the  noble  secretary  of  state  apprer 
bends  here  \  but  if  they  exist,  they  are  of 
his  own  creating.  It  is  not  the  reducing 
into  writing  such  communications  as  were 
made  unofficially ;  it  is  not  that,  but  it  13 
the  relying  upon  them,  when  not  so  au- 
thenticated, in  subsequent  official  papers; 
it  is  the  making  a  whole  negocl^tion  turn 
upon  an  imputed  admission  of  the  enemy^ 
which  admission,  at  the  time  when,  il  wc|$ 
made,  you  thought  it  indelicate  to  reduce 
into  writing;  Uiis  it  is  that  has  a  tendency 
to  discredit  and  bring  into  disuse  thai  sort 
of  preliminary  overture.  Every  foreign 
ministel'  may  well  be  cautious  how.be  com- 
mits himself  by  any  verbal  commnoication ; 
which,  while  out  of  pretended  ddlica^r 
yoil  will  not  press  him  to  render  it  precise  and 
formal^  you  at  tl>e  same  time  carefully  If^f 
up  to  be  produced  against  him  aftorwardf » 
according  to  your  own  construction,  AxA 
after  th  example  of  lord  Y.^  any  gentlo 
m^n  may  jvell  (Incline  to  be  tiie  channel  of 
such  a  communication!  lit  the  risque  .9f 
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finding, iiiibself,  -tottie  dx>  months  after- 
wards,  committed  in  the  face  of  the  world 
against  the  wnister  from  whom  he  liad 
contidentiaUy  received  it.-^For  these  i^- 
sons,  aiKi  as  much  ovU  of  delicacy  and 
>  justice  to  lord  Y«  ((or  whom  I  wish  to  shew 

more  tenderness  than  has  been  shewn  by 
bis  employer^,  and  who,  I  th^k,  has  ac- 
*  qmtted  hunsek  throughout  the  wliale  of 
this  arduous  business  in  a  manner  to  enti- 
tle him  to  4he  highest  respect  and  conside. 
ration),  I  beg  leave  to  pot  wholly  out  of 
my  view  any  other  kifOrmatibn  than  that 
wiich  ministers  have -thought  ^f  to  lay 'be- 
fore us  in  an  official  shape ;  upon  which  I 
orig^iia%  understood  the  noble  lord  (How- 
ick)  to  state  himself  to  be  prepared  to  go 
•to  d'ial  on  this  c^u^ion;'  and  upon 
-^bieh  alone,  I  repeat,  it  must,  whe* 
•ther  he  be  so  prepared  or  not^  be  tried^  in 
•the  opin^ion  of  Europe  and  erf  posterity  .-^In 
tbif  view  of  the  qtiesiion,  i  confess  I 
entirely  agrfee'  with  the  hoti.  gent,  who 
apoke  last,  ndt  only  that  the  uHfoisideiii 
was  dever  offered  in  the  setise  in  which  the 
declarsftion  afBrms  it ;  but  further,  that  we 
have  Mr.  Font's  authority  with  us^  for  the 
sense  in  which  we  (the  hon.  gient.  and  my* 
self)  understand  it,.  It  is- d]ear  that  Mr. 
Fox  never  understood  the  sug^stion  of 
the  basis  of  nti  posskletis  as  that  regular 
offer  and  proposal,  which  it  has  since 
I  been  attempted  to  represent  it ;  and  that 

I  Be  never  laid  that  stress  upon  the  questtoo 

of  the  bsisis  alone,  as  distinct  from  specific 
terms,  which  has  been  laid  upon  it  in  the 
subsequent  part  of  the  negbciation.  I  think 
alsoy^and  upon  this  second  point  I  have 
I  also  Mr.  Fox's  authority  dearly  with  me, 

'  that,  even  if  the  proposal  of  treating  upon 

!  this  basis  had   been  distinctly   made  by 

'  France,  and  afterwards  departed  from  un- 

warrantably (which  I  say  is  not  proved), 
that^even  in  that  case  the  proposal  was  not 
one  so  advantageous  to  us,  it  was  not  so 
important  to  us  to  obtain  the  recognition 
of  that  bads,  as  we  seem  to  have  imagined. 
I  think  i  can  easily  shew,  thM  it  would 
ha\«ebeeo  the  most  inconveaient  basis,  the 
most  inappliiiable  to  the  actual  sttite  oi;  the 
world,  tbat  could  have  been  adopted  as  the 
foondation  of  our  treatji  And  thirdly, 
even  if  the  two  former  points  were  decided 
in  the  affirmative;  if  France  had  indeed 
proposed  the  uti  possidetis ;  and  if  it  was 
indeed  important  to  tis  to  obtain  the  recog- 
nitioQ  of  it :  I  think  nothing  is  more  de- 
monstrable than  that  we  went  the  very 
/  worst  way  <liboitt  obtaining  it.«— lst>  then, 
Voi.  VIII. 


the  mada  foundation  on  which  the  allega« 
tion  rests,  is  to  be  fojii\d  in  lord  Yarmou&'s 
memorandum  of  the  l^th  of  ^une  ;  a  me- 
morandum ^hich  (be  it  remembered),  his 
lordship  was  officially  compelled  to  comnM;t 
to  waiting,  in  direct  violation  of  the  pro- 
mise originally  exacted  from  him  by  M« 
Talleyrand.  Lord  Y.  however,  tells  ns^ 
as  well  became  bim,  that  be  declined  coxx^* 
mitting  it  to  wHting,  until  he  had  obtained 
a  solenm  pi'omise.tbat  no  pubHc  use  should 
be  made  of  it.  3uch  is  the  character  of 
this  document;  and  now  ibr  its  contents. 
It  contains,  as  I  contend,  but  one  positive 
averqienty  namely,  that M.  Talleyrand  aaid, 
*^  We  do  not  ask  Sicily  of  you,-^»«of»  fie 
vous  la  demandoM  fas;'  the  rest  is  infe- 
rence and  induction  merely ;  and  subject, 
like  all  matter  of  infisrence,  to  be  ques* 
tioned  by  fair  reasoning',  without  any  im« 
pntation,  or  supposed*  in^utation,  upon 
the  veracity  and  perfect  honour  of  the  per- 
son whose  inference  it  is.  liaving  obtained 
this  admission  respecting  ^icily,  lord  .Y* 
"  conceived  it  imprpper  to  enquire  further, 
^  Nous  ne  vaus  denUmdons  Wen/  atmounting 
/(in  his  lordship's  opinion)  to  an  admission 
of  the  uri  possideUSf  as  applicable  to  his 
m^esty's  conquests."  Ndw  liere  are  no 
less  than  three  successive  inferences,  every 
one  of  which  I  confess  myself  inclined  to 
dispute :  1st,  That  ^*  nousnevous  la  demand 
do^s  pas^"  the  expression  applied  by  M, 
Talleyrand  specifically  to  Sicily,  is  equi- 
valent to  the  sweeping  admission,  '*  nous 
ne  vous  demandans  tien  f  an  inference  of  a 
general  proposition  from  a  ,  special  one, 
whi»:h  is  not,  I  believe,  very  usually  ad- 
mitted to  be  sound  in  reasoning,— -^however 
possible  it  might  have  been  to  maintain  the 
direct  converse,  and  fo  infer  the  special 
from  the  general  proposition.  2dly,  That 
ev^n  '*  nofvts  ne  vous  demifudons  rien,"  (sup- 
posing for  a  moment  thatVe  had  arrived 
fairly  at  that  proposition,  which  I  deny,) 
amounted  to  an  admission  of  the  uii  possi^ 
detis  ;— Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  France 
had  nothing  to  ask  of  us  for  her  allies, 
though  not  for  herself  ?  The  direct  reverse 
is  certain  and  notorious.  3dly,  That  the 
admission  (supposing  it  to  be  one)  was  an 
admission  with  respect  to  ^*  his  majesty's 
conquests',**  The  whole  admission,  what* 
ever  its  force  may  be,  had  its  root  in  Sicily, 
and  is'  to  be  construed  with  reference  to 
Sicily  only— and  was  Sicily  a  "  conquest" 
of  his  majesty  ?  Was  the  auxiliary  army 
which  we  sent  to  the  aid  of  the  king  ot  Na* 
pies,  a  conquering'  army  ?  Had  wo  vaa- 
2C 
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qokhed  ourallj?   And  if  not»  what  iafe* 
reoce  oould  propexiy  be  drawn  from  Sicily 
to  ^  hb  majesty's  conquests  ?""-»So  muck 
then  for  the  original  text,  upon  which  so 
many   commentaries  have  been  built,  to 
sustain  the  imputed  ofier  of  the  uti  posH" 
detis.    If  that  offer  is  not  fovad  in  this  me- 
xDOrandumy  it  is  to.  be  found  no  where. 
Every  thing  else  is  at  best  but  collateral 
and  constructive  argument,  upon  which  no 
'stress  ean  be  laid,  when  the  original  fouu- 
dation  fails  us«-**\Vhere,  in  fact,  did  lord 
y«  himself  look  for  the.  confirmation  of  his 
own  impressions ;  (for  that  the,noble  lord's 
impressions  were  sincere,  that  he  reported 
here  no  more  than  he  firmly  believed  and 
really  .understood  to  have  been  said  to  him» 
no  man  can  doubt  lor  a  moment ;)  Wihere 
did  he  expec;t  to  §nd  a  coufirmapon  of  what 
he  understood  M.  Talleyrand  to  have  in- 
tended, to  convey  through  him  to  the  Bri- 
tish government  i  Why,  naturally,  in  that 
letter  to  Mr,  Fo>c,  which  (as  M.  Talleyrand 
informed  him)  was  dispatclied,  at. the  same 
time  with  his  lordship,  and  which  arrived 
the  same  day  in  London.    Aod  does  that 
letter  contain  any  thing  to  countenaacie  the 
notion  of  the  uti  yomdetiB  9    LdpH^  at  it ; 
.  it  is  No*  10  of  the  pikers  kkid  before  par« 
liament.  (p.  105.)  So  far  from  any  allusion 
to  any  such  basis  as  the  uti  pomdetia^  ano* 
tber  basis  is  distinctly  pcopoaed  m  that 
lettef,  a  basis  to  be  formed  out  of  two  prin- 
ciples ;  one  of  which  was  suggested  by  Mr, 
Fox  in  his  letter  of  the  26tb  of  March, 
^<  that  the  peace'  should  be  hanourable  for 
f-*-  the  two  powers  and  their  aUies ;"  and 
the  other  is  now  ^brought  forward  for  the 
iirst  tt'me  by  the  French  minister,  'f  the 
continental  and  maritime  guarantee/'  Lord 
Y.  ingenuously  d&cribes  himself  as  having 
been  disappointed  at  not  finding  in.  this 
letter  a  single  word  in  allusion  to  himself, 
or  to  the  new  basis  intrusted  to  Jiis  charge. 
—Where  should  we  next  expect  (o  tiod 
some  allusion  to  the  uti  possidetis.  ?   Why, 
of  course,  where  lord  Y.next  looked  for  i^, 
.  in  Mr.  Fox's  answer  to  this  letter  of  M, 
Talleyrand,  or  in  his  letter,  of  the  same 
date,  whijch  lord.  Y.  carried  back ^witb  him 
.  to  Paris.  Is  there  any  such  allusion  in  either 
of  these  letters,  i(Nos.  11  and  13  o.f  the  pa- 
pers, p.  107  and  109)  ?  Nothing  like  it.    J;s 
.  there  any  thing  contradictory  to  9ueh  a  no- 
tion, and  inconsistent  witb.it  2  Mach«  Mr. 
Fox  ill  his  letter  of  the  14tb,  written,  after 
he   had    received   lord  Y-'s  communica- 
tion, long  after  he  had  received  it  verbally, 
but-  the  day  after  it  was  reduced  iuU>. the 


shape  of  the  written  nemorandum,  which 
is  now  considered  as  conclusive  upon  this 
point,  not  only  does  not  appear  to  think 
that  the  uti  postideiii  htm  been  proposed  as 
a  basis,  but  directly  adverts  to  the  othctir 
basis  which  has  -been  proposed,  and  saysj, 
in  plain  terms,  "  The  basis  offered  in  your 
second  proposition,  ie  exactly  conformable 
to  the  views  of  our  govemisent  f  and  then 
goes  on  to  qualify  this  statement,  in  a  way 
which  proves  that  the  proposition  to  whicb 
he  refers  is  (apd  it  manifestly  can  be  no 
other  than)  the  priaeiple  ol  continental 
and  maritime  guarax»tee.— ?^  Q I  but,'  says 
the  noble  secretary  of  ^tate*  *  there  is  » 
foriH  in  these  tbinga ;  it  is  a  rule  to  .answer 
written  coflununications  in  wrkin^  and 
verbal  «nes  verbally.'  It  waA  impossible, 
therefore,  for  Mr.  Fok  |o  .aUude  |o  the 
utLpoifidetis^  in  answer  to  a  letter  frpm  A4« 
Talleyrand,  in  vihwb  it  wa«  hot  mentioned:^ 
Possibly  this  may.  be  so;  But  was/it^eaf- 
sonable,  or  was  it.  liku  that  plainness  and 
simplicity  which.areso  oui^h  blasted  of  i|i 
Mr.  Fox's  9y«tem  of  diplomacy,  (o.gooo 
with  a  correspondence  4li;ectly  at  variance 
with  the  private  commiinkatxpn  iCbat  had 
been  made  to  him  ^  Wojuld  he  havedone 
so'^can  .any  man  believe  he  would — if  be 
had  attached  to  that  privajt^^  cpmmunica* 
tion  all  the  precision  and  in^ortance  whiq}i 
is  now  contendisd  to  have  belpng^d  to  it  ;«t' 
if  he  had  considered  it,  as  it  was  aft^rvirarda 
considered,  a^  absolutely  saper^ing  sil 
that  had  passed,  or  was  still  passing  in. 
open  eorrespoi^dence  between  him  and  the 
Frenfch.  minijster  ;<*r-as  makh^g  that  eorre* 
spot^ience  mere  waste  paper,  and  be.ngitii 
fact  itself  th^  orig/tfi  from  wl^ich.the  negp- 
ciation  was  jte  date,  and  the  SQle.founda* 
tion  on  which  it  was  to  stand  \  But  aJbove 
rail,  is  it  credible,  that  if  he  had  so  um^e?*- 
stood  what  p^sed  between  M«  TaUeyrand 
and  lord  Y.-— tliough  m  compliai^^  -  with 
the. strict, diplomatic  form,.whiQ(i  the  nqbje 
secretary,  of  state  holds  90  sacred,  he  /cQujd 
not  have  committed. any  thing  to  writii^g 
in  the  first  instance,  qn  his  own  part,— *iait 
credible  that  he  cquld  not  have  directed 
lord  Y.  to  prqss.for  a  more  precise  and 
formal  stattfment  froip  M.  Talleyrand  ^^* ' 
wqll  knowing  (^,he  .Qiu^t  b^>^e  known^  tfaf^t 
though  vexbf^  comi]9uaiicat}f>ns  a^e  ve^y 
good  as  ap  overti^re  ,tq  lead  to  negociatiofi, 
they  are  npt  a  sufficiently,  regular  method 
of  carrying  qja  a  n^ociation  o^e  begun } 
Had  lord  Y.  any  s^ch  directions  frpm  Mr* 
Fox  when  he  ret,urued  to  Pafis  I  Nojoe.  Bpt- 
h.e  returned,  it  is  i$aid,  o^  be  i|^a4  cpme,  a 
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simple  unauthorised  individual ;— he  had 
no    character    or   powers;    he  therefore 
could   require  nothing  in    writing.     But 
on  the   26*th  of  June,  (No  15,   p,   112) 
ten  days  after  his  return,  full  powers  were 
sent  to  him.     Is  he  then  directed  to  em 
ploy  them  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
written  Huthentic  avowal  of  the  basis  of 
ttti  possidetis  ?  No ;  he  is  indeed  directed 
to  press  for  the  admission  of  the  basis:  but 
Sicily — an<tSicily  alone  is  to  be  a  sine  qud 
fion.    And  even  here  it  is  remarkable,  that 
the  coupling  of  this  supposed  basis,  with 
Sicily,  appears  to  arise  from  what,  with 
Mr,  Fox's  general  accuracy,  is  an  extra- 
ordinary mis-recollection  of  the  words  of 
lord  Y.'s  original  communication  which  is 
here  stated :  "  Vous  Vavez ;  nous  ne  tous 
demandons  rien**  i-nstead  of  "'«o«*  ne  vous' 
la  demandons  pasy*  the  words  really  em- 
ployed by  M.  Talleyrand. — But  after  all 
there  is*  one  short  view  of  this  question, 
which  with  me,  I  confess,  is  more  decisive 
than  almost  all  that  can  be  collected  from 
the  papers ;  it  is  this,  that  to  prove  such  h 
point  as  the  proposal  of  the  titi  possidetis, 
there  should  have  been  any  need  of  argu- 
ment, of  inference,  and  induction,  at  all. 
The  moment  that  you  tell  me  you  have  ar- 
rived at  the  %ti  possidetis,  through  a  long 
train  of  reasoning,  and  by  an  operose  pro- 
cess of  comparison  and  analogy,  I  think 
that  very  statement  disproves  your  case. 
H  those  short  and  comprehensive  phrases, 
by  which  particular  forms  and  bases  of  ne- 
gociation   are  -described,    have  any  cha- 
racter or  meaning  at  all,  it  is  this,  that  they  • 
are  not  to  be  argued  to,  hut  from;  they 
are  not  results  at  which  you  are  to  arrive 
through  a  series  of  laboured  argumentation, 
but  points  from  which  you  are  to  start  in 
commencing  your  discussion.     As  in  the 
severer  sciences  there  are  certain  axioms" 
and  definitions,  which  nobody  dreaps  of 
analysing  when  they  set  out  to  the  proof  oF 
a  proposition,  so  in  diplomacy  these  forms 
have  been  uniformly  adopted,  not  as  mat- 
ter of  substantive  disquisition  in  themselves, 
but  as  clearing  the  way  to  the  examination 
and  solution  of  other  questions.     Whether 
it  be  true  or  not,  as  M.  Talleyrand  affirms 
that  HO  treaty  between  two  great  powers 
was  ever  iiegociated  on  the  basis  of  uti  pos- 
sidetis, 1  will  not  venture  to  say  ;  but  I  have 
little  doubt  that  neither  the  uti  possidetis, 
nor  the  statui  ante  heliumi  were  ever  ad- 
mitted, or  contended  by  either  party  to 
have  been  admitted,  as  the  basis  of  any 
negociation,   by  any  process  of  reasoning 


and  inference,  or'  in  any.  other  less  uoe^ 
quivocal  form  than  the  direct  plain  terms 
uti  possidetis,  or  status  ante  bellum*     If  the 
admission  requires  to  be  made  out  circuai-. 
stantially,  by   confronting  detached   pas* 
sages,   and  collecting  together  scattered 
phrases  and  inferences,  the  only  thing  that 
is  plain  is,  that  no  such  admission  has  been 
distinctly  made.— -There  is,  indeed,  one 
mode  of  inference  to  which  the  noble  lord 
(Ho wick)  has  this  night  resorted,  which  is 
much  too  curious  to  be  passed  over  withoiat 
notice.     He  infers  the  uti  possidetis  •  from 
the  several  exceptions  which  are  made  to 
it.     Was  not  Hanover  to  be  given  up  to 
his   majesty  unconditionally;  and  is  not 
that  a  deviation  from  the  uti  possidetis? 
Was  not  Sicily  itself  claimed  rather  as  some^ 
thing  which  should  not  be  too  strictly  sub- 
jected to  the  rule  laid  down,  thanascoming 
within  the  direct  operation  of  the  uti  possi- 
detis f  Did  not  we  claim  Naples,  (he  might 
have  added)  in  the  very  first  conference 
which  took  place  after  the  alleged  propo- 
sal, in  direct  contempt  of  the  uti.possi-- 
dttisf  Why,  sir,  we  have  heard  it  said  that 
exceptio    probat  reguktm:   but  when   the 
proofs  of  the  rule  are  nothing  but  except 
tions,  the  rule  itself  may  reasonably  be 
thought  to  be  in  some  danger .-r-But  if  the 
noble  lord's  argument  is  not  of  much  avkil 
in  establishing  the  admission  of  the  uti  pos'^ 
sidetis ;  it  does  go  some  way  towards  pro. 
ving  the  second  proposition  on  this  subject 
for  which  I  contend,  that  the  uti  possidetis 
was  by  no  means  so  desirable  for  this  cotm- 
try,  as  is  all  along  taken  for  granted  by 
those  who  are  only  busied  in  arguing  for 
the  fact  of  its  having  been  proposed.     It 
was  not  important  for  the  sake  of  Hanover ; 
for  Hanover  was  to  be  recovered,  if  at  all, 
not  by  being  included  within  its  operation, 
but  by  being  excepted  out  of  it.     And  as 
to  Sicily,  there  is  no  imaginable  basis  of 
negociation  to  which  it  would  not  have  been 
more  easy  to  reconcile  our  claim  of  Sicily, 
than  that  of  the  uti  powtrfc^M.— There  are 
three    different  bases    suggested    in    the 
course  of  the  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Fox  and  M.  Talleyrand,  before  this  of  the 
uti  possifietis ;  and  there  is  besides,  the  sta» 
tus  ante  helium^  which  no  where  comes  in 
question :  and   I   will  venture  to  say  that 
there  is  not  one  of  all  these  bases  upon 
which  the  determination— >the  just  and  wise 
and  honourable  determination-— not  to  give 
up  Sicily  to  France,  might  not  be  mofe 
satisfactorily  supported,  than  upon  that  to 
vvhicli  we  appear  to  have  attaclied  so  much; 
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importaDce.     lit,-  The  bui^of  Ui^ttipu- 
'ktaons  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens:   that 
wdotd  keep  Sicily  oui  of  the  bonds  of 
Frsnee ;  for,  b^  tbe  treaty  of   Amiens, 
f  raoce,  so  for  from  cleiming  Sicily,  eon- 
sbnted  to  evaeoatc  Naples.    2d,   The  ba- 
sis of  ^  #bat  should  be  honourable  to  the 
contracting  parties  and  their  allien,''  itfould 
clearly  keep  Sicily  in  our  power  ;  for  what 
xiiore  honourable  for  us  Uian  to  secure  the 
dominions  of  the  king  of  Naples^  or  for  th^ 
kkig  of  Naples,  than  to  retail^  them  ?  3d, 
The  basis  of   "  maritime  guanintee"   is 
equally  clear  in  our  fisvour :  for -is  not  Si- 
cily a  maritime  state,  and  do  not  we  pro- 
pose to  guarantee  it  to  its  sovereign  ?  4th, 
Thes/o/ua  t^ntt  belium  hardly  requires  to  be 
argued.  The  Frencli  had  not  Sicily  before 
the  war,  and  they  must  not  have  it  now. 
In  short,  the  uti  possiiktiSf  that  basis  for 
which  we  contend  so  earnestly,  as  pteuliar- 
ly  contrived  tb  secure  Scily,   is  the  only 
one  of  which  (as  we  propose  to  ^ply  it) 
the  application  is  equivocal ;  or,  1  should 
more   truly  say,   whcdly  unmaintainable. 
Sicily  onrs  by  occupancy,    and  claimed 
from  France  upon  thb  ground !     Is  it  pos- 
^ble  that  we  did  not  see  the  fallacy  and 
the  danger  of  such  a  claim  f  bow  untenable 
on  our  part  ?  how  prolific  of  claims  of  the 
most  immeasurable  extent  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy?  Sicily  ours!  What  then  be- 
comes of  its  lawful  and  actual  sovereign, 
the  king  of  Sicily  ?  Ours  by  military  occu- 
pancy!  Is  then  the  QKistence  of  an  auxili- 
ary military  force  in  the  country  of  an  ally 
sutficieDt  to  transfer  the  possession  of  that, 
country  from  the  ally  to  the  auxiliary?- 
These  surely  were  questions  worth  vreigb- 
iDg.— Indeed,    it  did   strike  me  that  at 
one  time  the  danger  of  this  sort  of  claim  on 
Qur  part  (which,   however,   is  not  once, 
but  twenty  times,  repeated;  which  is,  in 
truth,  interwoven  throughout  with  the  doc- 
trine of  the  vti  pomtktigj,  had  b^un  to 
suggest  itself  to  his  majesty's  ministers ; 
for  in  the  dispatch  signed  by  Mr.  Windham 
(No.  4S  p.  1ft  I),  I  find  a  new  and  bold 
construction  of  M»  Talleyrand's  imputed 
basis ;  so  bold  and  so  new,  that  1  imagined 
there  must  be  some  good  reason  for  ventu- 
riog  it.     Mr.  Windham  says  that  the  '*  ba- 
sis proposed  by  Frapce  was  that  of  the  uti 
pouidetis,  for  the  two  powers  and  their  al. 
lies  in  all  parts  of  (be  world."     NoW  as 
Uiis' construction  has  nev^v  been  hazarded 
before,  in  the  whole  course  pf  the  diseus- 
sions,  from  ihe  I4tb  of  June  to  the  10th  of 
Sept.  and  as  the  acimisjsi.p  of  (be  woirds 


and,dieir  allies"  is  aaaifostly  disadvan* 
tageous  to  us  iq  one  respeet,  inasmuch  as 
by  admitting  the  claims  of  the  allies  of 
France  it  destroys  the  whttle  of  the  aigu* 
ment  arising  Irom  our  wide  and  general 
construction  of  *'  mmt  ne  vou$  dtmtmdonM 
riei9y'*'nk  lord  Yarmouth's  memorandum; 
and  of  the  words  **  Vemfermr  n^a  rim  H 
denrcr  dkceque  fo$^de  VAngUtent^'  which 
are  brought  in  aid  of  that  construction 
from  M.  TaUeyxand's  letter  to  }Cr.  Fox  of 
the  7th  of  April ;  1  could  not  but  suppose 
that  we  had  some  adeqaate  point  to  gain 
by  this  same  admission,  and  1  conceived  it 
to  be  this ;  that  having  seen  reason  to  doubt 
the  solidity  of  our  claim  to  Sicily,  under 
the  uHpassidctist  from  our  own  miUtaiy  oc- 
cupancy, we  were  desirous  of  erecciu|p  a 
new  claim,  and  with  a  mucb  better  gracci 
on  the  undisturbed  possession  of  Sicily  by 
its  lawful  sovereign.     But  I  found  myself 
mistaken.    For    after  having    iraade  this 
bold  push  for  no  purpose  that  I  can  dis- 
cover, except   it  were  for  thai  which  I 
ascribed  to  him,  the  secretary  of  state» 
about  ten  lines  afterwards,  reverts  to  the 
old  ground,  and  claims  Sicily  for  Great  Bri- 
t9,in ;  '<  our  actual  Occupancy  of  that  island 
(he  says)  brings  it  fully  wiUiin  the  benefit 
of  the  uti  possidetis." — On  this  principle 
then,  I  beg  the  house  to  consider  what 
would  have  been  the  advantage  to  this 
Country,  to  have  established  military  oc- 
cupancy as  the  rule  and  measure  of  terri- 
torial possession ;  to  have  sH  out  with  a 
basis  which  sfaOiUfd  ascribe  |o  each  party 
the  actual  dominion  of  every  statisi  of  which 
their  arms  might  be  at  the  mOtaent  in  the  - 
actual  keeping  or  cOntroui  ;  subject  to  no 
other  recovery  than  what  might  be  effected 
by  exchange  and  compensation*     I  say,  to 
each   party ;— because  I  cannot  suppose 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  can  haveen- 
itertained  the  opinion  that  the  uti  pasMctis, 
if  admitted  at  all,  was  admitted  by  France 
'as  applicable  to  "  his  majesty's"  conquests 
<or  possessions  only,  and  not  equally  to 
those  of  France:  it  is  of  the  essence  of  a 
basis  of  negociation  to  be  equal  and  reci- 
procal.    And  is  it  possible  that  ministers 
should  not  have  seen  what  the  effect  of 
^equality  in  this  c»se  would  be  ?  or  seeing 
that  they  should  still  have  thought  it  a 
point  to  be  contended  for  ?     Is  it  possible 
that  they  should  have  been  so  daxaled  with 
oar  "  mifitary  occupation'^  of  Sicily,  a» 
not  to  have  seen  the  dssiger  of  admitting^ 
jand  Uie  difiiculty  of  denying,  a  reciprocal 
x:laim  ^o  the  part  of  France,  to  evecy  coun* 
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try  in  which  Frafice  might  b^ve  a  soldier  ? 
Did  they  consider  well  to  what  extent  such 
a  claim  would  go  ?  And  if,  as  the  noble 
Jord  (Hpwick)  hap  informed  us,  Mr.  Fox 
r^ected  the  suggestion  of  taking  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  for  the  basis 
o£  negociation,  because  he  thought  that 
they  were  vague  and  indefinite,  and  that 
Bipre  time  therefore  would  be  lost  in  de- 
fining and  adjusting  the  basis  than  might 
be  sufficient  (if  well  employed),  for  dis- 
cussing and  settling  the  main  points  of  a 
negociation ;  is  it  possible  that  the  noble 
lord  shoulc^  not  perceive  that  the  adopti  u 
of  the  tUi  possidetis  would  have  been  liable 
to  similar  embarrassment  ;-«-that  he  should 
not  be  aw%re  of  the  perplexed  and  inter- 
minable discussions  wtioh  must  have  arisen 
in  the  attempt  to.  define  the  precise  degree 
of   possession^   occupation,   or    controul, 
which  shojilii  or  should  not  entitle  to  the 
benefit  oi  the  uti  possidetis ;  to  determine, 
for  instance,  whether  the  kingdom  of  Hol- 
land,   whether  the   principalities    of  the 
ilh'me,  whether  southern  Germany,  whether 
the  fortresses  of  Austria  herself,  should,  at 
the  outset  of  a  negociation,  be  acknow- 
ledged by  us  to  be  the  lawful  and  confirmed 
possessions  of  France,  except  so  far  as  they 
might  be  redeemed  by  such  equivalents  as 
we  might  be  able  and  disposed  to  give  in 
exchange  for  them) — I  am  confident,  (and 
the  very  argument  whicJb  the  noble  lord 
himself  has   advanced,    renders   me  still 
more  confident  in  the  opinion,)  that  such 
was  Mr.  Fox's  view  of  the  subject  j — that 
his  passing  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  when 
it  was  first  suggested  by  M.  Talleyrand, 
and  proceeding  to  suggiest  instead  of  it, 
something  which   he  called  a  basis,  but 
which,  in  fact,  amounted  to  nothing  more 
tiian,  the  8ta,tement  of  a  principle  which 
might  be  taken  for  granted  to  prevail  in 
every  negociation,  "  The  honour  and  glory 
of  the  two  countries,*'  was  dictated  by  pre- 
cisely the  same  motive  which  afterwards  in- 
duced him^  in  his  answer  to  M.  Talley- 
rand's letter  of  the  2d  of  J^ne,  to  accept 
80  eagerly  M.  Talleyrand's  proposed  addi- 
fional  principle  of  '*  continental  and  mari- 
time guarantee,"  in  preference  to  (and  one 
mqst  fairly  say,  in  exclusion  of)  the  other 
ofier  which  is  asserted  to  have  been  made 
at  the  same  time  through  lord  Yarmouth, 
of  the  iiti possidetis •  And  the  motive  which 
in  each  case  operated  with  Mr.  Fox,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  simply  the  desire  to 
avoid  any  technical  basis,  as  utterly  iuap. 
pUcable  t^  the  exi^tii;^  slate  of  the  wuxld^ 


and  as  likely  to  require  (asthe,not)lelord 
has  himself  contended  would  have  be^  the 
case  with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  q| 
Amiens,  and    as  I   think   I  have    shewa 
would  equally  have  arisen  in  any  attempt 
to  apply  the  uti  possidetis  J  more  tiooe  ia 
the  application  and  adjustment  of  the  basiSp 
than  would  have  been  sufiicient  to  discuss^ 
and  settle  the  terms  of  the  most  compli*^ 
oated  negociation*--^It  remains  to.  shew,  in 
the  3d  place,  that,  supposing  the  offer  o{ 
the   uti  possidetis  to  bave  been  unequivo«i 
cally  made,  and  afterwards  departed  from  ; 
and  supposing  the  recognition  oi  it  to  havct 
been  as  important  to  us  as  it  is  now  pre«« 
tended,  we  took  the  very  worst  course  foe 
obtaining  that  recognition.      And  this  I 
really  think  it  impossible  for  any  man  to 
doubt,  who  will  take  a  fair  review  of  the 
correspondence  upon  the  table,  and, who 
will  only  consult  his  own  feelings  and  com^ 
mon  sense,  and  reason  from  the  analogies 
of  private  life  to  the  case  before  him.— I 
am  not  the  champion  of  French  good  faitb 
in  general,  nor  of  M«  Talleyrand's  in  par* 
ticuiar ;  but  I  believe  it  is  pretty  clear  with 
respect  to.  M.  Talleyrand,  or  any  other 
man  living,  that  when  he  has  once  com* 
mitted  himself  by  a  direct  disavowal  of  any 
thing  which  he  may  have  said,  or  may  have 
been  supposed  to  have  said,  in  a  private 
conference,  there  can  be  no  rational  hope  of 
induci  ng  him  to  retract  that  disavowal  mcrel j 
by  a  sturdy  repetition  of  the  assertion  that 
he  did  say  that  which  he  has  thus  disavow* 
ed.     When  two.  parties  in  a  discussion  ar# 
thus  directly  committed  against  each  otbier* 
it  is  evident  that  to  per^st  in  re-afiirming 
what  your  antagonist  must  as  constantly 
re-deny,  is  only  equivalent  to  a  determina* 
tiou  to  make  no  progress  whatever.  Them 
are  obviously  but  two  modes  of  proceed- 
ing in  such  a  case  wliich  can  be  resorted  to 
with  ^yx^banqe  of  advantage;^  and  your 
qhpice  between  the  two  must  depend  upon 
the  manner  in  which^  you  •  estimate  .  tht 
point  in  dispute*    If  you  consider  it  as  a 
point  of  honour;  if  you  feel  that  the  iaith 
of  your  own  negociator  is  compromised 
against  that  of  the  enemy^s,  and  that  both 
cannot  come  with  credit  out  pf  the  disci&s- 
sion,  every  other  object  ou^ht  of  course  to 
give  way  to  this  consideration ;  and  you  caa. 
in  that  case  do  no  otherwise  than  bre^k  off 
the.  negociation  upon  the  v«ry  first  peremp* 
tory  denial  by  the  enemy,  of  the  first  distinct 
assertion  on  your,part,    4  contest  for  thre^ 
months  of  <'  Vuu  did  8qy.so,"  on^neside, 
and  **  1  did  not,"  ontiK  otber^  is  und^gni- 
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fied  and  discreditable  to  both  parties.    If, 
on  the  other  band,  the  obtaining  the  ad* 
mission  itself  was  so  great  an  object  that 
jou  would  be  content  to  sacrifice  a  little 
punctilio  to  obtain  it,  then  is  it  not  plain  to 
eny  man's  understanding,  that  instead  of 
piessing  and  pinning  your  adversary  into  a 
comer,  and  insisting  upon  his  making  the 
recognition  whidi  jou  demand  of  him  in  a 
precise  form  of  words  that  should  carry  bis 
own  self-contradiction  upon  the  face  of  them, 
yon  ought,  u  soon  and  lis  decently  as  you 
conld,  to  have  afforded  him  a  retreat  and 
outlet  from  the  difficulty  in  which  bis  first 
denial  had  involved  him ;  you  ought  to  have 
changed  your  first  peremptory  interrogation 
of  **  Will  you  confess  that  you  did  propose 
the  uti  possidetis  V  into  the  milder  form  of 
•*  Will  you  now  agree  to  it  ?"   If  the  prac 
tical  concession  was  to  be  obtained,  this  wai^ 
the  only  way  to  go  about  it:  but  with  a  cu- 
rious felicity,  ministers  appear  to  have  mix- 
ed these  two  modes  of  proceeding  together, 
and  to  have  produced  a  result  which  (as 
might  be  expected)  has  the  advantages  of 
neither.    They  adopt  the  high  tone  bdong- 
mg  to  a  point  of  honour,  so  far  as  to  put 
the  question  in  its  most  irritating  and  offen- 
sive form,  and  to  make  it  impossible  for  the 
French  minister  to  give  the  answer  which 
they  wish,  without  confessing  himself  guilty 
of^lsehood  and  prevarication:  and  yet, in- 
stead of  acting  on  the  same  tone  in  which 
they  speak,  they  consent  to  prolong  this 
miserable  altercation  for  three  months,  and 
instead  of  recalling  their  whole  embassy,  re- 
call only  that  member  of  it  who  is  best  qua- 
lified to  maintain  the  point  in  discussion. 
They  hold  high  lord  Yannoutir's  word  ;  but 
they  do  not  suffer  lord  Y.  himself  to  stay 
to  maintain  it.    They  choose  to  rest  ever}- 
thing  upon  testimony,  and  tWey  withdraw 
their  witness.    This  could  by  no  possibili- 
ty be  right.    If  you  meant  to  abandon  your 
point  of  honour,  good  care  ought  to  have 
^en  taken   not,  even  in  appearance,  to 
abandon  lord  Y. :  and  if,  as  appears,  you 
meant  still  to  maintain  it,   what  chance 
could  remain  of  maintaining  it  with  effect  in 
any  other  hands  than  his  r — But  neither  is 
this  all .    The  manner  and  very  language  in 
which  our  plenipotentiaries  are  instructed 
to  insist  upon  the  vti possidetis  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  produce  the  effect  desired,  that  of 
a  previo'us  and  unconditional  recognition  of 
it,  as  a  basis  -already  admitted  by  France. 
In  order  to  have  oxtorted' that  recognition, 
it  was  surely  necessary  that  the  demand 
should  be  made  in  the  plainest  and  most  in- 
2 


telligible  shape,  unincumbered  by  qnestions 
about  terms  of  peace,  which  naturally  led 
the  discussion  away  into  other  subjects. 
Yet  I  am  pretty  sure  there  is  no  one  in- 
stance ;  or  at  roost  but  one,  (which  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  refer  to  presently,)  through- 
out the  wliole  correspondence  in  which  this 
demand  is  made  in  distinct  aud  unqualified 
terms,  and  without  the  accompaniment  bf 
other  matter.    The  very  first  instance  of 
any  distinct  mention  of  uti  possidetis  by  us 
to  France  (between  our  own  ministers  at 
home  and  our  ministers  abroad,  there  is 
certainly  no  want  of  mention  of  it  before 
that  period)  is  in  lord  Y/s  note,  read,  but 
not  delivered,  to  gen.  Clarke  in  the  confe- 
rence of  the  24th  July,  [p.  129.]     ^o  *^*^ 
note,  lord  Y.  describes  himself  as  authorised 
*'  d discvter  les  bases**  to  "  discuss  the  ba- 
sis," of  tbe  treaty  (which  certainly  does 
not  imply  the  previous  settlement  of  it)  ; 
and  after  describing  tbe  respective  situa- 
tions of  England  and   France,  he  sajrs, 
"  that  the  king  would  treat  generally  on 
*'  the  basis  of  vti  possidetis  f  an  expres- 
sion which  certainly  has  rather  the  air  of 
an  original  suggestion,  than  of  a  claim  of 
some  foregone  agreement.     This  note  was 
not  delivered  to  general  Clarke.     There  is 
therefore  no  answer  to  it.    The  next  that 
we  hear  of  uti  possidetis^  and  the  very  first 
that  the  French  negociators  see  of  it  in  a 
precise  and  tangible  shape,  is  in  the  note 
presented  by  lord  Lauderdale  on  his  arrival. 
In  this  note  it  is  distinctly  stated,  that  the 
king  **  received  a  proposition  firom  France 
to  treat  generally  on  the  basis  of  uti  possi* 
detis."  [p.  14i.]  And  to  this  distinct  state- 
ment is  returned  the  next  day  the  peremp- 
tory denial :  •*  That  it  never  could  have 
entered  into  the  mind  of  the  French  empe- 
ror to  take  the  uti  possidetis  as  the  basis  of 
negociation."  [p.  150.]  This  is  surely  the 
period,  at  which,  if  it  were  resolved  to  treat 
this  question  as  a  point  of  honour,  as  im- 
plicating the  faith  bf  the  French  minister 
on  the  one  hand,  and  of  our  negoci^tor  ea 
the  other,  the  discussion  ought  to  have 
broken  off.     This  was  the  period  at  whicb^ 
if  it  was  intended  still  to  pursue  the  object 
of  obtaining  the  uti  possidetis^  it  evidently 
became  hopeless  to  extort  it  by  the  asser- 
tion that  it  had  been  already  agreed  to ; 
and  it  would  have  been  necessary  therefore 
to  take  new  ground,  to*  admit  the  possibi- 
lity of  misapprehension  oa'both  sides  in 
the  verbal  communication  which  had  pass- 
ed upon  the  sbbject,  Im^d  to  make  tbe  de- 
mand anew,  as  pereooptorily  as  you  might 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  . 


B97]         EARL.  DEBATES,  Jakvary  5,  IS07 .-^Negocia^ion  iMtl  Franctf       [39f 


Ihiqk  fit, — ^as  a  sinequd  non  of  DegocIatioD, 
if  you  pleased  ;  but  to  make  it  in  a  way  in 
which  it  could  be  conceded  toyou. — t^either 
of  these  dburses,  however,  were  adopted  : 
but  from  this  period  you  begin  that  series 
of  tiresome  and.  useless  repetitions,  of  which 
the  effect  could  not  well  be  expected  to  be 
ether  than  it  was,  to  irritate  and  inflame 
the  discussion  without  producing  any  satis* 
factory  explanation  or  beneficial  result.  If 
our  first  demand  did  not  produce  the  re- 
cognition required,  why  should  it  be  con- 
ceived that  the  multiplied  echo  would  have 
any  better  effect  ?:— especially  as  the  repe- 
tition grew  gradually  fainter,  and  the  di- 
rect and  unqualified  assertion  in  lord  Lau- 
derdale's first  note  which  I  Imve  just  quo- 
ted, we  find  softened  down'in  the  subse- 
quent notes,  with  such  modifications  and 
qualifications  as  the'se  :  *'  The  prpposition 
<'  of  the  Frefich  government  such  as  his 
'*  Britannic  majesty  imderstood  it  to  have 
"  been  made  by  thism ;"  [p.  l6l.]— -**  when 
*'  the  views  of  the  French  government  shall 
^'  approach  nearer  to  those  which  it  had 
"  been  supposed  to  entertain ;"  [p.  l65.] — 
**  the  proposition  such  as  his  majesty's  mi- 
^*  nisters  understood  it  (Vont  coinprlse)  to 
"  have  been  made  by  France;"  [p.  l68.]— 
'^  the  basis  which  the  British  government 
**  believed  (croyoitj  to  have  been  propo- 
'*  sed  in  the  first  place  by  France ;"  (p. 
17^5.']  —  *'  the  conditions  understood 
^^J'censiesJ  to  have  been  proposed  by 
"  France."  [p.  192.]-:- Was  it  likejy  that 
the  French  government  would  become  more 
yielding  to  our  demand,  in  proportion  as 
we  appeared  to  become  less  confident  of 
the  foundation  on  which  it  rested  ?  Or 
could  this  naode.  of  pressing  it  for  three 
months  lead  to  a^y  imaginable  advantage  ? 
—There,  is  one  other  circumstance  and 
only  one,  to  be  noticed,  which,  added  to 
what  I  have  already  mentioned,  renders 
the  policy  of  pur  government  on  this  point 
completely  inexplicable.  .  And  that  cir- 
cumstance is  thjs :  if  their  object  really 
was  to.  obtain  the  admission  of  the  nti  pos- 
sidetis^.s^  a  practical  basis  of  negociatiou, 
tihere  docs  appear  to  have  been  a  period, 
when  f9r  that  purpose  they  had  gained 
their  point,  and  having  done  so  they  made 
no  use, of  it.  In  the  note  of  the  French 
plcnipptentiaries  of  the  llth  of  Aug.  [p. 
159'1  it  is  .said  ;  "  If,  in  laying  down  the 
**  principle  oiuti  possidetis,  the  English  ne- 
**  gociators  have  in  view  to  propose  a  mean 
**  of  exchange  and  of  compensation,  the 
*'  emperor  adopts  it.''    And  was  not  this 


what  in  fact  they  had  in  view  ?  I  profesi 
I  had  Vll  alon^g  so  Understood  them,  and  I 
so  understandthem  still.  But  the  answer 
of  our  plenipotentiaries  to  this  note,  in 
conformity,  no  doubt,  to  their  instructions, 
is  that  the  basis  or  principle  of  the  negoci- 
ation  roust  be  *'  prealablemcnt  reconnuJ* 
They  cannot  stir  a  step  without  it.  And 
this  is  the  single  instance  in  which  this  de- 
mand is  separately  and  peremptorily  made. 
Well  may  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
who  thinks  such  a  peace  as  France  was 
now  disposed  to  have  given  us-,  a  desirable 
thing,  well  indeed  may  he'  complain  thai 
here  was  an  opportunity  of  entering  upon 
the  real  business  of  the  negociation  thrown 
away.  I,  who  do  not  quarrel  with  the  re* 
suit  of  the  papers  in  this  vierw,  who 
do  not  believe  that  any  negociation 
could  have  been  conducted  at  this  time  to 
a  favourable  i$sue,  thiat  France  had  the 
slightest  intention  of  granting  us  such  a 
peace,  as  alone  it  would  have  been  wise  or 
desirable  to  accept;  .who  believe  that  her 
sole  object  was  to  amuse,  and  delude  us,— - 
to  occupy  our  attention,  while  she  was  pre- 
paring and  piaturing  her  plans  for  the  sub- 
jugation of  what  remained  of  independent 
Europe;  I  cannot  but  complain  of  the  waste 
of  a  single  hour  after  this^ote  of  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  was  received  .—I  say,  that 
upon  this  particular  crisis  the  polfcy  pur-  * 
sued  by  his  majesty's  ministers  is  wholly 
unaccountable.  Did  they  mean  to  make 
pesuce  if  they  could  ?  Let  them  then  answer 
the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread.)  Why 
did  they  not  avail  themselves  of  this  open- 
ing for  negociation  on  their  own  terms? 
Did  tliey  think  such  a  peace,  as  alone  they 
were  prepared  to  accept,  hopeless  ? — then 
wliy  protract  the  discussion  a  single  hour 
beyond  that  at  which  they  became  ac- 
qu^nted  with  the  utmost  that  France  would 
concede,  and  found  it  insufficient? — If 
they  wanted  nothing  but  their  basis  to  pro- 
ceed upon,  here  it  was  offered  them,  sub- 
ject to  the  qualifications  and  conditions 
which  they  tliemselves  had  all  along  annexed 
to  it,  and  which  the  declaration  itself  stat^ 
to  have  been,  from  the  first  to  the  last,  in 
their  contemplation.  If  they  wanted,  fur- 
ther, the  admission  that  this  basis  bad  been 
admitted,  nay  proposed,  by  France^  herself 
before — was  it  not  plain,  even  from  the 
concession  which  France  had  made,  that 
this  further  concession  was  one  which  she 
never  would  make  ?— And  this  leads  me,  ^ 
sir,  to  that  which  is  in  truth  the  heaviest 
charge  against  ministers,  and  which  1  am 
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sure  the  norble  lord  (Mowick)  himaelf  feels 
to  be  one  tbat  it  is  difficult  for  them  to 
Answer,  by  the  peAns  that  he  has  taken  to 
jUiticipate  It.  '  Whei-e,  after  all/  says  the 
noble  lord,  is  the  great  advantage  gained  to 
France,  what  detriment  has  been  sustained 
by  England  ia  consequence  of  the  protrac- 
tion of  the  negociation }  Can  the  noble 
lord  be  serious  in  this  question  !  Can  it  be 
tiecessary  to  argue  ^itb  the  noble  lord  that 
ihe  suspense;  the  anxiety,  the  uncertainty 
attendant  upon  a  state  of  negociation  is  to 
any  nation  matter  of  inconvenience,  but  to 
a  commercial  country,  above  all  otbers>  of! 
real  mischief  and  distress,  from  causes  tooj 
obvious  to  be  particularized  ?  And  if  this! 
were  all,  would  not  even  this  require  some} 
justification  on  the  part  of  ministers  ;  espe-i 
cially  when  it  appears  from  the  perusal  of 
their  papers,  that  weeks  and  mouths  elapsed' 
of  doubt  and  solicitude  to  the  public,  after, 
they  had  tfaiemselves  considered  the  nego-{ 
elation  hopeless,  a£ler  their  plenipotentiary 
had  described  it  as  "  a  farce  ?"  [p.  173*] — 
But  was  this  all  the  advantage  which  France 
proposed  to  herself,  and  which  we  suffered 
tier  to  obtain  ?  Woiild  it  were !  What  was, 
what  must  have  been,  the  policy  of  France 
from. the. moment  df  the  overthrow  of  the 
last  confederacy?  What  but  to  dissipate 
the  members  oi  that  confederacy,  and  to 
^put  them  out  df  the  possibility  of  uniting 
and  acting  cordially  togfether  again  ?  Aus- 
tria, by  the  fate  of  war,  was,  for  the  time^ 
BO  object  of  jealousy.  Russia  and  £ng-» 
land  remained  in  their  full  strength,  and 
.remained  united  in  the  strictest  bonds  of 
amity  and  intimate  concert  with  each  other* 
But  we  have  Mr.  Fox's  authority  for  the 
fact,  that  ''  Russia  and  England  alone  are 
the  two  powers  least  calculated  to  make  an 
.impression  on  Trance  by  land ;"  [p.  99.1 
that  it  requires  the  intervention  df  a  third 
power  as  a  link  in  the  chain,  to  give 
Urengtk  and  eflicacy  to  such  a  combina- 
tion. Austria  being  out. of  the  question, 
.Prussia  was  the  single  state  that  could  fur* 
nish  this  point  df  union  and  co-operation. — 
What  was  obvious  to  Mr,  Fox,  was  surely 
not  less  so  to  M.  Talleyrand,  even  if  he 
had  not  had  the  advantage  of  learning  it 
from  Mr.  Fox  himself.  He  saw,  therefore, 
that  if  Russia  and  England  could  be  pre- 
vented from  acquiring  any  third  auxiliary, 
'France  was  safe  Irom  attack  by  land^  and 
the  continent  consequently  at  her  mercy. 
'Was  it  not  natural  then  for  France  to  turp 
'  her  anxious  attention  to  that  power  in  whicli 
alone  such  an  auxiliary  could  be  found  ?— ^ 


But  neither  was  this  tiie  only  n^otive  of 
France*  Prussia,  by  her  accession  to  the 
former  confederacy,  however  late,  and 
however  little  effective,  had  manifested  a 
disposition  which  Buonaparte  could  not  for- 
get, and  for  which  no  man  who  has  traced 
the  spriqgs  of  action  by  which  Buonaparte 
is  moved,  can  doubt  that  from  the  moment 
of  the  treaty  of  Potzdam  coming  to  his 
knowledge,  he  secretly  vowed  to  take  a 
signal  ven^eanoe.-^iiere,  then,  were  the 
united  motives  of  passion  and  policy,  which 
no  human  being  ever  fbtxnd  the  means  of 
combining  with  so  much  dexterity  before, 
of  acting  upoh  them  with  so  tremendous  a 
perseverance^— these  motives  were  united 
to  stimulate  Buonaparte  to  the  destruction 
of  Prussia — and  I  can  entertain  no  doubt 
in  my  own  mipd  that  Prussia  was  Buona- 
parte's first  object  throughout  tjie  whole  of 
the  .last  yeai* ;  that  all  that  passed  with  us 
(striking  and  pro^ji;ient  as  we  may  fiatter 
ourselves  our  pan  in  the  political  histoiy  of 
the  year  has  been)  was  but  second aiy  and 
subservieqt  to  that  pHncipal  design.  Even 
the  separation  of  Russia  from  this  couptiy, 
important  as  he  felt  it  to  be,  he  fdtto  be 
important  chiefly  as  makipg  his  attack  upon 
Prussia  more  sure.  In  other  respects  he 
might  safely  trust,  (and  no  doubt  he  did  ^o,) 
to  the  assurance  of  tiie  English  secretary 
of  state,  that  from  the  alliance  of  Russui 
and  England,  alone,  there  was  ho  danger 
of  an  active  coalitipn  against  France.— If 
such  was  his  object,  lei  us  see  with  what 
success  it  was  pursued  ?  Prussia  herself  is 
no  ill  judge  of  this  success:  and  her  sense  ' 
of  it  is  unequivocally  expressed  in  that  de- 
claration which  she  published  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  unfortunate  cati^ 
paign — and  from  which  1  have  already  had 
occasion  to  quote  that  part  which  exhibits 
her  feelings  of  despair  at  the  appaf^nt  diis^ 
union  which  was  effectied  in  the  course  of 
the  negociations,  between  G.  Britain  and 
Russia.  But  ia  the  earlier  part  of  the  yea^, 
what  was,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
Prussia,  the  course  pursued  by  France  with 
respect  to  her,  and  to  thepowets  wUh 
whom  she  had  been  in  alliance  I  Prussia, 
at  the  dissolution  of  the  confederacy  by  the 
battle  of  Au8terlit«,  or  rather  by  the  peace 
of  Presburgh,  was  compelled  to  consult  her 
own  safety,  and  to  conclude  a  separate 
treaty  with  France.  By  this  treaty  Praupe 
transferred  Hanover  to  Prussia.  From 
good-will  to  Prussia?  O,  no.  Prussia  ac- 
cepted the  transfer  in  the  Qrst  instance^ 
'*  under  the  condition  that  faer  posj^ssioa 
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of  Hanover  should  not  be  considered  as 
valid  till  a  general  peace,  and  till  the  con- 
sent of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  should 
be  obtained;**  (See  Prussian  Declaration.) 
For  a  time  Btionaparte  appeared  to  acqui- 
esce in  this  condition ;  but  no  sooner  was 
he  set  at  ease  by  the  retiremeutoTthe  Rus- 
sian armyv  no  sooner  had  lie  secured  an 
opening  for  negociation  with  this  country, 
(and  pvrbaps  also  at  Petersburgh — but  of 
that  we  have  no  positive  evidence)  than  he 
found  himself  at  liberty  to  press  Prussia 
with  less  reserve — he  insisted  Upon  "  the 
recall  of  the  patent  by  which  the  occupation 
of  Hanover  was  declared  provisional — and 
opon  the  ports  being  shut  against  the  Bri- 
tish ^ag  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
French  had  returned  into  the  electorate/' 
Prussia  had  then  no  choice  but  war,  or 
compliance,    at  the  risque   of  war  with 
England.     She  saw  this  risque,  but  could 
not  avoid  it.     She  saw  that  Franae  **  tri- 
UDipfaed  in  secret  at  the  thougtit  of  having 
disunited  two  courts,  the  union  of  which 
might  have  been  dangerous  to  her" — (these, 
sir,  are  the  words  of  the  king  of  Prussia). 
We  either  did  not  see  this,  or  seeing  re- 
garded it  not ;  for  we  fell  into  the  share, 
and  the  message  of  the  21st  of  April  placed 
us  in  a  state  of  war  with   Prussia.— And 
here,  sir,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  re- 
mind the  noble  lord  of  an  error  into  which 
he  f\ell  on  the  first  night  of  the  session,  in 
correcting  what  he  stated,  (and,  I  have  no 
doubt,  really  thought  at  the  time)  to  be  an 
error  of  mine,  respecting  the  co-incidence 
of  our  negociation  with  France,  and  our 
war  with  Prussia.     I  had  said,  and  I- think 
truly,    that  the  message  of  the  21st  of 
April  did  not  give  to  parliament  a  fair  view 
of  the  subject  on  which  they  were  to  ex- 
press an  opinion;    that  whether  Prussia 
had  afforded  just  cause  of  war,  by  the  oc 
cupation  of  Hanover,  and  by  the  shutting 
of  the  ports,  was  one  question — a  ques- 
tion upon  which  there  could   be  no  diffe- 
rence of  opinion,    and    was   none; — but 
whether  it  was  wise  and  politic  to  act  upon 


doubtful  policy  whether  we  would  resort  to 
a  wrar  which,  how6ver  just,  might  be  alto- 
gether unnecessary.— The  noble  lord's  an- 
swer to  this  argument  was  extremely  short, 
and,  f^ad  it  been  true,  would  have  been 
conclusive.    *•  What  will  be  the  surprise 
of  th«hon.  gentleman,"  said  the  noble  lord, 
when  I  tell  him  that  there  was  no  nego- 
ciation going  on  with  France  at  the  tim^of 
the  Prussian  hiessage  ?  Mr.  Fox's  letter  of 
the  26th  of  Marc|i  had,  in  our  apprehen- 
sion, brought  the  intercourse  with  France^ 
to  a  close;  and  the   circumstance  of  a 
month-  having  elapsed  without  any  new 
communication  from  France  had  confirmed 
us  in  that  opinion."  [p.  65.]  I,  sir,  stood 
rebuked.     I  had  then  taken  my  infbrma* 
tion  from  the  French  publicsttion,  in  which 
that  letter  of  Mr.  Fox  which  alone  could 
be  in  the  noble  lord's  contemplation,  the 
letter  which  decisively  insists    upon  the 
points  in  dispute  between  him  and  M.Tal« 
ieyrand,  and  which  was  followed  by  a  pause 
of  a  month  in  the  correspondence,  was 
dated  not  on  the  26th  of  March,  but  ou 
the  20th  or  2 1st  of  April,  that  is  to  say» 
within   a  day   of   the   Prussian  message. 
Look,  sir,  at  the  papers  presented  to  par-J 
liament,  and  see  what  turns  out  to  be  the 
fact  ?  Why,  the  letter  was  written  on  the 
20th   of  April,   and   not  on  the  26th  of 
March.    There  had,    therefore,  been  no 
pause  of  a  month  to  satisfy  the  noble  lorc{ 
and  his  colleagues  that  the  negociation  was 
«t  an  end.     The  whole  of  the  noble  lord'j* 
argument,  as  built  on  this  supposilipusdate, 
falls  to  the  ground  ;  and  the  whole  of  mine, 
which  that  false  date  appeared  to  overthrow, 
is  replaced  (as  I  presume  to  think)  on  the 
ground  on  which  it  was  originally  founded « 
I  must,  however,  do  the  noble  lord  the 
justice  to  say,  that  as  soon  as  he  was  aware 
of  his  mistake,  he  shewed  his  desire  to  cor-* 
rcct  it.     He  cfid  come  down  to  the  hous^ 
the  following  day,  and  state  that  he  had 
been  wrong  in  the  date  of  Mr.  Fox's  letter; 
that  it  was  not  of  the  26th  of  March,  but  of 
the  20th  of  April,  [p.  82.]  But  the  mere cor- 


this  cause  of  war,  was  a  question  that  could   rection  of  the  date,  without  applying  that 
:ided  without  reference  to  correction  to  the  state  of, the  argument  be. 


not  be  fairly  decided 

the  negociation  with  France,. of  which  not 
one  word  wad  mentioned  to  parliament: 
for  it  migbt  very  well  be  a  clear  case  that 
it  was  adviseable  to  vindicate  Hanover  by 
war  wrth  Prussia,  if  there  were  no  other 
way  of  attaining  the  same  object, — while, 
if  wc  were  at  the  same  moment  attempt- 
ing to  gain  the  same  object  by  negociation 
^th  France,  it  might  be  matter  of  very 
Vol.  Viil. 


tween  us,  was  of  little  importance,  except 
so  far  as  it  evinced  the  noble  lord's  can- 
dour. It  was  not  the  mere  mistake  of 
dates,  but  of  facts,  and  of  consequences* 
that  was  matter  of  important  consideration. 
— But,  in  truth,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  nobje  lord's  recollection  still  de- 
ceives him.  I  cannot  now  believe  that  mi- 
nisters really  thought  the  negociailuu  with 
2D 
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France  at  an  end  on  the  20th  of  April ; 
because  if  they  did  so,  I  cannot  frame  to 
my  own  imagination  a  plausible  excuse  for 
their  not  having  communicated  the  nego- 
ciation,  so  far  as  it  had  gone,  to  parliament. 
They  certainly  were  proud  enough  of  it — 
justly — be  it  so— And  then  what  a  help 
tyould  it  have  been  to  any  future  negocia- 
tion,  to  have  had  the  sanction  of  parlia- 
nient  to  so  much  as  had  already  been 
done  ?  To  have  had  the  determination  not 
to  treat  except  conjointly  with  Russia  adopt- 
ed and  approved  by  parliament,would  have 
been  the  securest  way  of  disappointing 
any  subsequent  attempt  to  disunite  us. 
That  alone  would  have  prevented  M.  D'Ou- 
bril's  separate  treaty.  That  alone  would  have 
spared  us  the  unlucky  refinement  of  <*  sepa- 
rately in  form,  but  substantially  in  concert 
with  each  other."  It  would  have  given  pub- 
licity, and  with  publicity,  stability  to  our 
connection  with  Russia;  it  would  have  baf- 
fled the  policy  of  France  ;  and  saved 
Prussia  from  ruin.  But,  sir,  they  could 
not  believe  the  negociation  to  be  at  an  end. 
This  is  the  apology  which  I  must  make  for 
the  noble  lord  and  his  colleagues,  in  spite 
of  his  own  disclaimer  of  it. — True  it  is, 
that  there  was  a  pause  in  the  French  cor- 
respondence after  Mr.  Fox's  letter  of  the 
?Olh  of  April.  But  why  ?  Because  that 
letter  was  so  formidably  decisive  as  the 
noble  lord  would  fain  represent  it  ?  No 
'  such  thing.  Because  the  negociation  with 
England  was  itself  but  a  secondary  matter 
in  Buonaparte's  estimation,  and  Icept  pace 
exactly  with  the  progress  of  the  other 
more  important  transactions  which  he  had 
in  hand :  because  the  same  courier  who 
carried  to  M.  Talleyrand  Mr.  Fox's  clear 
and  explicit  letter  of  the  20th  of  April, 
carried  also  the  copy  of  that  still  more 
clear  and  explicit  document,  the  king's 
message,  which  announced  our  hostilities 
with  Prussia.  And  well  might  M. "Talley- 
rand pause ;  well  might  he  rest  and  lie 
ijpoii  his  ^^ars  for  some  short  interval,  after 
an  effort  so  masterly  and  so  successful; 
"well  might  he  grow  comparatively  careless 
and  languid  in  the  prosecution  of  the  ne- 
gociation with  England,  when  the  object 
ibr  which  principally  that  negociation 
.Jad  been  undertaken  was  accomplished  ! 
**  look,"  he  might  say  to  his  master,  *'  look 
at  the  work  of  the  last  3  months.  You 
apprehended  the  union  of  Prussia  with  the 
two  great  surviving  powers  of  the  confe- 
deracy ;  you  wished  to  ounish  Prussia,  to 
insulate  her,  P  your  mercv. 


It  is  done.  Three  months  have  changed 
every  thing  according  to  your  wish.  In- 
stead of  Prussia  plotting  with  Englaud  and 
Russia  jointly  against  France,  behold  Prus- 
sia at  war  with  England;  and  England 
and  Russia  separately  negociating  for 
peace !"— But  to  continue  and  secure  to 
Buonaparte  this  beneficial  state  of  things, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  negociation  witU 
England  should  be  resumed.  Else  wa 
might  have  begun  to  see  that  war  with 
that  Power,  by  whose  aid  alone  we  could 
ever  hope  to  make  head  effectually  against, 
France,  was  not  precisely  the  policy  most 
consonant  to  bur  interests;  and  we  migh^ 
possibly  have  corrected  it  before  it  was  yet 
too  late.     *  What  ?*  says  the  noble  lordf 

*  would  your  policy  have  abandoned  Ha- 
nover?' 1  answer  this  question  by  another, 

*  Has  your  policy  recovered  Hanover?". 
'  What,  would  you  have  made  Gororaoq 
cause  with  Prussia  while  you  had  sucl^ 
ground  of  complaint  against  her  unrer 
dcessed  ?'  I  hope  we  are  nuiking,  or  ready 
to  make, common c^use  with  Prussia  now; 
and  I  do  not  see  what  great  benefit  wq 
have  derived  from  waiting  till  now  to  do 
so.— To  prevent  our  recurring  to  this  poli<^. 
cy,  however,  at  a  period  when  it  might 
have  been  more  advantageous  to  us,  M. 
Talleyrand  resumed  the  negociation  ;  and 
then  came  \he  message  through  lord  Yar- 
mouth ;  and  then  came  the  separate  treaty 
of  M.  D'Oubril ;  a  treaty  in  which,  most 
fortunately  for  us,  Buonaparte  and  his- 
minister  were  betrayed  by  the  intoxication 
of  the  success,  which  had  so  far  attended 
their  plans,  into  the  demand  of  such  terms 
as  it  was  impossible  for  the  emperor  of 
Uussia  to  ratify ;  and  then  came  those 
tedious  bickerings,  those  perplexed  and 
wearisome  discussions  about  the  uii  possi* 
detiSf  contrived,  as  it  would  seem,  for  the 
express  purpose  which  France  had  at  hearty 
of  gaining  time,  of  absorbing  our  whole 
attention,  of  making  the  continent  vanish 
from  our  view ;,  and  thus  was  the  negociar 
tion  protracted  till  the  fate  of  Prussia  was 
ripe ;  and  then  Buonaparte  left  Paris  for 
the  field  of  battle  (to  conquer  Hanover  fof 
England — no  doubt !)  and  '*  the  farce" 
(as  lord  l^auderdale  properly  calls  it)  was 
at  length  permitted  to  conclude — ^And 
after  all  this*  the  noble  lord  gravely  asks 
**  what  advantage  to  France  ?"  And  after 
all  this,  he  adds,  *\  what  detriment  to 
Great  Britain  ?" — ^Really  and  sincerely,  sir, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  protrac- 
tion of  the  ue&ociation  on  our  part,  under 
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circumstances  so  obviously  hopeless  as  to 
peace ;  and  so  obviously  disadvantageous 
to  this  country,  if  peace  was  not  to  be  the 
]ssu^«  But  I  do  not  concur  with  those  who 
lay  the  blame  of  this  endless  delay  on 
lord  Lauderdale,  still  less  on  lord  Yar- 
mouth, and  his  production  of  bis  full 
powers.  The  assertion  that  lord  Yar- 
mouth's production  of  his  full  powers 
pledged  this  country  to  the  continuance  of 
the  negociation,  (p.  \S6)  I  will  not  say  is 
unfounded ;  but  I  confess  it  is  to  me  per- 
perfectly  unintelligible.  At  all  events, 
lord  Y.'s  recall  put  an  end  to  that  difficulty ; 
9nd  with  him  and  his  full  powers  the  nego- 
ciation might  properly  have  ended.  As  to 
lord  Lauderdale,  I  am  loth  to  notice  what 
I  think  an  idle  challenge,  which  has  been 
thrown  oat  to  those  who  disapprove  of  the 
length  of  his  stay  at  Paris,  to  point  out 
any  earlier  period  at  whfch  he  could  pro- 
perly have  come  away.  There  are  many 
such  periods.  The  very  first  refusal  of 
passports  was  one  ;  the  insolent  excuse  as- 
signed for  that  refusal  in  M.  Talleyrand's 
u'ote  of  the  10th  of  August,  (p.  l6l)  an  ex- 
cuse in  fact  amounting  to  the  declaration 
that  M.  Talleyrand  will  again  withhold 
the  passports  required,  if  he  again  thinks 
it  advisable  to  do  so, — was  another ;  the 
first  official  denial  of  the  basis  was  another ; 
the  period  of  lord  Lauderdale's  discovery 
that  the  negociation  was  "  all  a  farce,'^ 
was  another.  At  any  one  of  these  periods 
lord  L.  might  have  come  away,  and  I 
should  have  thought  him  «ght  in  doing  so. 
But  I  do  not  therefore  blame  him  for  not 
having  taken  a  step  of  so  much  dehcacyon 
any  of  these  occasions.  Lord  L.  stood  in 
a  situation  -of  great  difficulty.  An  erroron 
the  side  of  war  might  have  been  less  for- 
given than  one  on  the  side  of  peace.  And 
I  must  say  that  it  is  the  habit  of  this  coun- 
try, 1  think  I  may  add  of .  this  house, 
rather  to  lean  hard  upon  our  foreign  minis- 
ters, and  not  to  make  arufficient  allowance 
for  the  heavy  responsibility  under  which 
they  often  have  to  act,  in  circumstances,  of 
which  we  do  not  see  the  difficulty,  till  we 
see  at  the  same  view  how  it  has  been  got 
over.  I  should  gladly  have  excused  lord 
L.  if  his  patience  ha^i  been  sooner  exhaust- 
ed :  but  1  am  not  unwilling  to  own  he  may 
have  judged  more  wisely  in  stretching  it  to 
the  utmost :  and  to  the  ability  with  which 
be  conducted  the  business  of  his  mission, 
and  executed  his  instructions,  I  bear  my 
testimony  as  unequivocally  as  any  of  his 
friends  who  have  been  most  forward  in  bis 


commendation. — But  the  commendation  of 
lord  L.  is  not  an  apology  for  the  govern •« 
ment ;  what  they  can  have  had  in  view  is 
utterly  inscrutable.  **  Beaucoup  se  prfe- 
parie,"  was  the  constant  language  of  M. 
Talleyrand,  "  we  are  meditating  great 
things ;''  and  the  event  has  proved  that  he 
spoke  truth.  Had  we  any  mighty  pre- 
parations on  foot,  which  it  required  the 
cloak  of  a  negociation  to  conceal  ?  Had 
we  any  great  stroke  of  policy  to  execute  ? 
any  splendid  enterprise  to  achieve^  which 
was  to  burst  forth  upon  the  world  at  tho 
termination  of  the  negociation,  as  a  coun- 
terpart to  the  battle  of  Jena  ?  No  ;  but 
our  gain,  it  seems,  is  of  another  sort*  We 
have  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
ambition  and  artifice  of  the  enemy  !  We 
have  brought  away  the  conviction  that  a 
peace  was  not  attainable ;  such  a  peace  at 
least  as  this  country  ought  to  be  satisfied 
to  conclude.  A  great  gain,  no  dpubt,  to 
those  to  whom  this  knowledge  wa6  alto- 
gether new :  but  having  been  for  about 
14  years  impressed  with  that  opinion  of  the 
enemy  which  is  now  said  to  be  put  beyond 
all  question,  I  am  perhaps  the  less  sensible 
of  the  advantage.  A  salutary  conviction  I 
am  ready  to  allow,  for  those  who  went  in 
search  of  such  a  peace  in  the  sanguine  ex- 
pectation of  finding  it ;  but  to  me  who  did 
not  suppose  it  possible  even  to  expect  such 
a  peace  at  this  time,  the  experiment,  if 
not  altogether  superfluous,  appears  at  least 
to  have  been  unnecessarily  long.-— But  this 
is  not  all ;  we  have  established  to  our  own 
satisfaction  the  justice  of  our  cause.  Here 
again  I  am  unfortunately  insensible  of  the 
value  of  what  has  been  gained  ;  for  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war  in  179^  (for  J 
reckon  as  nothing  the  interval  of  peace)  I 
have  never  doubled  the  justice  of  the 
cause  of  this  country  against  revolutionary 
France.  1  am  a  stranger  therefore  to  those 
transports  which  recent  proselytism  may 
experience. — But  let  us  not  depreciate 
these  advantages,  since  they  are  all  we  have 
to  boast  of.  If  among  those  upon  whom 
the  new  light  has  dawned,  there  should  be 
any  in  high  trust  and  confidence  with  their 
sovereign  ;  if  there  be  any  member  of  the 
cabinet  who  required  at  this  time  of  day  to 
be  convinced,  that  G.  Britain  was  upon 
the  whole  in  the  right  against  France  ;  if 
there  be  any  one  who  held  it  as  his  creed, 
that  France — poor  France — had  hitherto 
been  *'  more  smned  against  than  siuniug," 
and  who  is  by  the  result  of  this  negociation 
converted  to  a  belief  more  iavourable  to 
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'  his  country ;  I  $uo  wilUog  to  rejoice  in  his. 
conversion*  But  let  me  hope  of  such  a 
man,  that  though  his  convictiop  is  oply  of 
this  (late,  he  has  the  candour  to  carry  back 
the  effect  and  operation  of  jt  to  those  pe- 
riods and  transactions,  in  his  judgment  of 
^hicb  he  must  now  more  than  suspect  be 
was.  mistaken.  Those  who  have  arraigned 
former  ministers  for  want  of  good  faith  and 
of  pacific  disposition  m  all  preceding  nego- 
QiationSy  and  have  given  the  enemy  credit 
for  the  qualities  which  they  denied  to  their 
country,^  must  now  begin  to  suspect  that 
they  were  not  always  well-founded  in  their 
suspicions,  or  scrupulously  just  in  their 
praise.  If  they  have  the  candour,  if  they 
have  the  modesty  to  arrogate  to  the];n^elves 
t]ie  pretension  that  their  accession  to  office 
has  totally  changed  the  character  of  Bri- 
tish councils,  tliey  will  still  be  puzzled  to 
shew  how  it  should  also  have  operated  a 
change,  in  a.  precisely  opposite  direction, 
lipon  those  of  the  enemy  ;  and  if  they 
cannot  do  this,  and  if  their  earnest  and 
an^wious  desire  of  honourable  peace  has 
been  baffled  and  disappointed  by  the  un- 
reasonable ambition,  the  extravagant  pride 
and  passion  of  the  French  government — 
what  ground  can  they  have  now  for  doubt- 
ing that  the  negociations  of  former  minis- 
ters  were  cpnducted  with  the  same  sincerity, 
and  failed  only  from  the  same  causes  ? — 
In  this^view,  the  faith  which  has  been  im- 
bibed by  such  illustrious  converts,  is  mat- 
ter of  real  joy  ;  it  must  contribute  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to 
the  unanimity  of  the  cabinet.  It  is  cer- 
tainly no  small  satisfaction,  that  the  since- 
rity of  Mr.  Pitt  in  his  attempts  for  peace, 
questioned  as  it  has  so  often  been  by  thojse 
whom  I  now  see  sitting  opposite  to  me, 
should  be  vindicated,  even  according  to 
their  own  confession,  by  the  result  of  Mr, 
Fox's  negociations  with  France;  and  it 
may  be  of  no  small  advantage  to  the 
state,  in  the  present  composition  of  the 
government,  that  the  conduct  of  the  nego- 
ciations of*  Basle,  of  Paris,  and  of  Lisle, 
should  at  length  be  fully  justified  in  the 
eyes  of  the  colleagues  of  lord  Grenville. — 
And  this  suggests  to  me  yet  another  ad- 
vajitage  of  the  same  sort,  which  has  not 
been  so  much  dwelt  upon,,  but  which  1 
think  scarcely  inferior  in  importance.  There 
is  an  end,  I  hope  for  ever,  of  the  doctrine 
of  being  "  agreeable  to  the  enemy." 
France  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  The- 
single  rule  for  the  conduct  of  a  British 
statesman  is,  attachment  to  the  interests  of 


Oreat  Britain*— 1  am:not  aware  of  any  other 
advantages  which  we  can  be  supposed  to 
have  derived  from  this  negociation.     But 
it  is  at  an  ead.     The  course  which  is  now 
before  us,  cannot  be  mistaken  ;  and  I  trust 
we  shall  manfully  pursue  it.    The  country 
has  the  means,  and  I  £(m  confident  it  has. 
the  spirit  and  determination,  to  persevere 
with  firmness  in  a  struggle,  from  which 
there  is  no  escape  or  retreat ;  and  which 
cannot  be  concluded,  with  safety  to  Great 
Britain,  but    in  proportion  as   with  that 
object  is  united  the  liberty  and  tranquillity 
of  Europe. — We  have  come  out  of  this 
negociation,  in  one  respect,  withjionour; 
as  having  maintained  in  substance  our  faith 
with  our  allies.     I  attach  the  full  value  to 
this  circumstance,   and  give  ministers  full 
credit  for  it.     In  other  respects,  I  have 
stated  freely  what  I  think  of  their  conduct ; 
and  I  should  not  patiently  bear  to  be  told, 
that  in  doing  so  I  have  transgressed  the 
bounds  of  my  duty,  as  an  Englishman,  or 
as  a  member  of  parliament. — I  have  in- 
deed heard  it  said,  that  in  making  such  ob- 
servations as  I   have  taken  the  liberty  to 
make,  in  pointing  out  the  errors  of  minis- 
ters, in  dwelling  upon  what  (if  wrong  at 
all)  are  represented  as  merely  slips  in  the 
declaration,  persons  who  have  taken  that 
part  have  bqeu  guilty  of  petty  cavilling, 
and  have  exposed  the  weakness  of  their 
pwn  cause.     Cause  ?    What  cause  ?  I  have 
no  cause  in  this  business,  but  the  cause  of 
my  country.     I  know  not  how  I  can  better 
serve  that  thari^y  enquhing  into  the  way 
in  which  it  has  been  managed  by- tlv9<se  who 
have  had  the  conduct  of  it ;  aixd  if  it  has 
in  any  part  been  misconducted,  it  is  better 
that  we  should  find  out  the  fault  ourselves, 
than  leave  it  to  the  detection  and  com- 
ments of  the  enemy. — But  it  must  indeed 
be  a  mismanagement  beyond  any  thing  that 
I 'have  dreamt  of  imputing  to  ministers, 
that  could  so  far  change  the  respective  po- 
sitions of  us  and  our  enemy,  as  to  put  l\im 
wholly  in  the  right  and  us  in  the  wrong* 
Pity  it  is,  if  in  any  one  particular,  appear- 
ances have  been  suffered  to  be  against  us. 
It  is  for  that  reason  that  the  slips  in  the 
declaration   (if  sucb  they  be),  are  to  be 
deeply    regretted     and    deplored.— It   is 
deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  an  assertion 
should  have  gone  forth  to  the  world,  in  the 
sacred  name  of  his  majesty,  which  cannot 
be  substantiated  by  facts.     It  is  deeply  to 
be  regretted  that   the   misconception  (to 
give  it  no  harsher  naine)  from  which  this 
talse  assertion  fiowefl,  should  have  perva- 
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ded  80  large  a  portion  of  the  -negogiatiiOB,  t; 
should  have  exhausted  so  macb  fruitless  ! 
s^asomogy  and  wasted  so  much  precious  < 
titue^  and  led  to  the  omission  or  misuse  of 
opportunities  which  it  may  be  impossible 
to  retrieve.    And  it  b  subject,  not  of  bar- 
ren regret  only,  but  of  prospective  anxiety 
and  of  exhortation  to  ininistera,  that  they 
should  revert  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the 
pursuit  of  those  objects^  and'  that  policy, 
from  which  they  have  been  so  unfortunately 
and  unaccountably  led  astray  ;  and  should 
seek  to  recover  those  advantages  which  in 
the  hopeless  pursuit  of  unattainable  peace 
they  were  unavoidably  tempted  to  abandon 
-— ^tbe  advantages  of  a  cordial  co-operation 
with  all  the  remaining  powers  of  the  con** 
tinent« — Sir,  I  understand  the  amendment 
of  the  hpn.'  gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread)  has 
been  disposed  of.     It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  say«  that  my  vote  is  given  most  cordially 
ilgainst  it.     I  cannot  agree  with  him,  that 
such  a.  peace  i^pears  to  have  been  within 
our  reach,  as  would  alone  justify  his  insinu 
ation»  that  a  favourable  opportunity  has 
been  thrown  away.    I  ^o  not  wonder  in- 
deed at  his  indignation,  at  finding  himself 
left  alone  in  opbions  which  he  has  held  for 
so  many  years  in  common  with  many  of 
those  who  sit  around  him.    Consistently 
with  those  opinions,  the  hon.  gent,  bad 
a  right  to  press  such  an  amendmept,  and 
to  expect  a  very  different  reception  of  it. 
I  certainly  rejoice  in  that  change  of  opinion 
which  leaves  him  without  support ;  though, 
perhaps,  I,  like  him,  may  be  surprised  at 
it*     But  1  am  still  more  surprised  that, 
having  determined  to  make.no  peace, but 
one  of  a  very  different  character  from  that 
with  which  tiie  hon.  gent,  would  have  been 
satisfied,   his  honourable  friends   should 
have  been  eight  months  in  making  the  dis- 
covery, that  a  peace  of  a  higher  character 
was  not  to  be  obtained. — With  respect  to 
the  address  itself,  1  should  be  very  loth  in- 
deed upon  any  slight  ground  to  break  in 
upon^  that  unanimity  which  is  so  desirable 
in  a  vote  which  is  to  assure. his  .majesty  of 
the  support  of  his  people ;  and  which  may 
be  considered  as  addressed,  in  a  certain 
degree,  to  the  enemy  and  to  Europe.    My 
only  difiiculty  arises  from  those  general 
expressions  of  lamentation  at  the  issue  of 
the  .negociadon,  in  which  I  canupt  concur, 
without  at  least  explaining  and  qualifying 
my  concurrence-    Regret  or  satisfaction  at 
any  event  depends,  in  a  great  degree,  upon 
comparison*     We  compare. what  we  have 
missed,  with  what  remains  to  ua  instead  of 


it;  and  it  is  tho«i  in  cerfmn  cases,  ver 
possible  to  rejoice  at  having  misaad  whi 
was  positively  a  good^  or  to  regret  ivht 
would  have  been  a  positive  eviU-r-Tlmi 
wai*  is  undoubtedly  ^fr  «f  a  great  calamity 
and  peaee  an  inestiqoable  blessing*;   bo 
war  may  yet  be  felt  to  be  pM^rable  to  ai 
ing)ofious  and  insecure  peace*     On  tb 
other  hand,  an  inglorious   and   iasecur 
peace  is  to  be  deprecated  as  an  evil;  yet  i 
is  possible  that  a  war  may  be  so  cooductei 
as  to  render  even  such  a  peace  an  objec 
of  desire.— ^Ministers  have  so  contrived  a 
to  make  this  a  question  of  no  small  doufa 
and  perplexity.     They  make  the  ohoio 
between  peace  and  war  difficult,  or,  per 
baps,  almost  indifferent.    When  I  perusi 
their  negociations,  and  see  to  what. sort  o 
a  p^ace  idone  they  could  have  led  ;  witi 
what  cfiance  of  security,  with  what  hopi 
of  permanence;  I  am  inclined  tocongrs 
tulate  myself  on<  the- esci^  from  such  i 
peace  to  a  continuance*  of>  the  war  t-  but  on 
the  other  hand,  when:  I  observe  what  sorl 
of  a  war  the  right  hon.  g^t.  (Mr.  Wind, 
ham)  carries  on, .  I  can  scarce  refrain  from 
casting  back  a  wishful  look  at- the  liegodai 
tion.-^If  the  war  were-  condueted  with  tiiai 
ability  which  we  had'  a  right  to  expect 
from  the:  character  which  the  present  ad** 
ministration  gave  of  themselves,  or  suffer- 
ed to  be  given  of  them  by  tS^se  nearest  in 
their  confidence,  and  from  the  unsparing 
censure  and  contempt  which  they  lavisbted 
on   the  exertions  of  their  predecessk^rs  in 
office;    if   it  were  conducted  with    that 
vigour  which  the  country  has:  a  rr^^t  to 
demand  at  their  hands,  trusting  them  as  it 
does,  with  all  its  means,  and  seconding 
them  with  all  its  zeal  and  exertion ;  if  any 
blow  bad  been  struck  against  tbe  enemy  in^ 
the  course  of  the  year,  during  which  these 
ministers  have  wielded  the  whole  strength 
of  the  empire;  if  every  effort  had  bSeiat 
made,  or  even  every  disposition  manifest* 
ed,  to  give  heart  and  hope  to  the  nationi 
of  the  continent,— so  that  out  of  such  si 
war  might  arise- the  promise  of  an  honour- 
able, a  secure,  and  a  permanent  peace-; 
unquestionably,  in  th^t  situation  Of  things 
the  rupture  of  the  late  negociation  would 
be  matter  of  unqualified  joy,  and  I  oovld 
not  bring  myself  to  concur  in  lamenting 
it.-— But  if  the  wactfaai  is  to  come,  is  to 
be  the  counterpart  of  Hhat  which  we  have 
hitherto  witnessed  since  the  aQCeesion  ol 
the  present  administration ;  if  the  events 
and  exertions  of  the  last  ten  months  are  to 
be  tftbaaar  Aesittple^  aadnh&tteasacd 
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#f  our  activity  and  acblevemente ;  if,  while 
the  enemy  insultingly  tell  \is  at  every  slep 
.  ef  the  negociation,  hemteoup  sc  prepare ;" 
$mA  -teUtng   os  so,  uniformly  keep  their 
lioixi,— on  our  part  siH:h  opportunities  are 
to  be.  thrown  away  as  'have  existed  for  lli^ 
last  three  months,  and  as  exist  still,  had 
are  the  •  spirit  to  take  advantage  of  theor ; 
if  Baoaaparte  may  traverse  the  continent 
nf  £ur(ipe  to  its  furthest  extremities,  and 
drain  France  of  her  last  man,  relying  as 
isartessly  afid  as  securely  upon  our  supine- 
nessr  our  sloth,  and  oor  despondency,  as 
fe  could  bave^oae  upon  oiir  faithful-  oh- 
tervaace  of  the  stipulations  of  the  most  ad- 
yao^geops  treat}^  d  peace;  and,   lastly, 
iltbat  disheartening  maxim,  to  wibich  I 
liave  already  had  occasion  to  refer  with 
aorrow  and  sharne  ;  that  maxim  which  wad 
ao  deeply,  impressed  upon  the  mind  of  the 
goiverauuent,  even  so  long  ago  as  the  begin- 
Biag  of  ithe  negoctatton,  that  it  overflowed 
in  confidential  comtnunicatioa  to  France 
kerself  9  the  maxim-  that  there  is  nothing  so 
cbim^ricai  as  any  new  project  of  continen- 
tal confederacy  against  France;  if  that,  I 
aay,  still  prevails,  and  prevails  with  all  the 
a<kiitiof>ai  weight  which  it  may  have  ac- 
quired from  the.  unfortunate  events  which 
bave  taken, place,  since  it  was  first  promul- 
gated; then  indeed  seeing  little  to  expect 
from  each  a  war,  conducted  on  such  prin- 
pp}es,  under  such  auspices,  and  with  no 
better  hopes  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have 
the  cbarge  ofit,  I  can  in  that  sense  joiti  in 
exprealing  my  regret  at  the  failure  of  the 
uegDciation ;  and  with  that  explanation  I 
am  iwtlUng  to  vote  for  the  address  as  it 
stands* 

Lord:  Hefuy  Petty  s^,  that  after  the  ex- 
cellent speech  of  bis  noble  friend  (lord 
Howick)  which  remained  in  almost  every 
flirt  unanswered^  he  did  not  think  it  ne- 
f^asary  to  detain  the  house  by  many  ob- 
asrvatioDS.  He  certainly  thought  there 
iMd  been  no  oaase  for  the  surprise  express- 
ed by  the  right  bon.  gent,  who  spok^  last, 
at. the  ailcuce  of  the  s^de  of  the  house  on 
^\mh  he  sat,  after  hearing  the  speech  of 
1^  ban«  friend  (Mr*  Whitbread),  By  this 
aileoce  they  had  the  opportunity  of  availing 
Ibamselves  of,  the  answer  of  the  right  hon. 
geat«  to  the  opinion  of  one  who  thought 
tbe  FreEwb  bad  beeaeiaoere  in  every  part 
of  tbe  negociatiou  ;  they  had  tbe  advantage 
of  seeing  opposed  tbe  opinion  of  another, 
.  |vbo  considered,  the  French  to  have  been 
insincere  tbroughoat  the  whole.  One  who 
maintained  tbe  utipomdttis  was  not- laid 


'down  as  a  basis  by  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment in  tbe  first  instance,  wad  answered  by 
another,  who  maintained  that  it  was  reject* 
ed  by  the  French  negociators  at  the  very 
outset.     It  certainly  could  not  be  unsatis- 
factory to  I  his  majesty's  ministers,  to  see 
the  di^uBsion  carried  on  in  such  a  manner 
that  their  opponents  completely  answered 
eacbother^  and  left  their  cause  triumphant* 
There  was  ano^er  satisfaction  they  had 
obtained  from  the  right  hon.  gent/s  speech, 
which  was  his  unqualified  admission  that 
he  was  now  convinced  t&e  overture  came 
from  the  enemy.     He  had  also  expressed 
some  degree  of  satisfaction  at  the  good 
foith  maintained  toweirds  our  allies,  though 
that  satisfactionhe  now  expressed  with  some 
qualification.     He  feared  the  effects  of  an 
opinion  which  he  supposed  to  have  pre- 
vailed on  the  Contiitent,  that  a  separation 
of  the  interests  of  this  country  and  Russia 
had  taken  place.    There  had^  bowever» 
been  no  secrecy  preserved  on  the  situation 
of  Great  Britain  and  Russia,  and  during 
tbe  last  year  it  was  evident  to  all  the  world 
that  their  relations  never  had  been  more  in- 
timate.    The  right  hon.  gent,  was  com« 
pletely  mistaken  when  be  imagined  that  it 
swas  thete  negociations  which  had  disheart- 
ened Prussia,  and  hurried  her  ittto  the  war 
with  France.    No  communication  made  by 
France  to  Prussia  oi  what  was  then  pass- 
ing, if  any  such  communication  ever'  was 
made,  could  have  produced  the  effect  he 
had  supposed.   Let  him  look  at  the  date  of 
Mr.  Fox's  letter  to  Talleyrand,  in  which  it 
is  admitted  that  there  was  no  longer  any 
chance  of  organizing  a  combination  against 
France  on  the  Continent,  and  he  would 
find  that  the  treaty  of  offensive  and  defen- 
sive alliance  betwen  Prussia  and   France 
was  signed  one  mo6th  before  the  date  of 
that  letter.     It  was  impossible,   then,  that 
any  communication   of   the    negociation 
made  by  France,  could  have    instigated 
Prussia  to  her  subsequent  rash  conduct. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  said  that  he  would 
look  at  no  evidence  of  lord  Yarmouth's, 
but  the  paper  be  communicated  to  his  ma* 
jesty's  government;    but    tbe  right  hon. 
gent,  must  know*  that  the  paper  to  which- 
he  referred  was  ^  memorandum  of  a  verbal 
communication.     Why  then  so  much  ob- 
jection to  this  verbal  evidence  ?   The  hon. 
gent,  considered  Sicily  as  an  exceptiod  to 
the  basis  of  the  uti possidetis,     la  this  in- 
stance, however,  the  enemy  had  been  more 
liberal,  for,  on  tiie  subject  of  that  island, 
iM.  Talleyrand  bad    said   to    lord  Yar- 
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aioutfa, "  vofff  r^n«z,'ROt/f  ne  vou$  la  4^tf»t*> 
dims  pas.**  It  was  didfictilt  to  discover 
upon  wha^  ground  the  right  faon,  gent%  sup- 
posed the  French  niegociators' denied  that 
the  basis  of  uti  poasidttU  bad  btfen  admit- 
ted. Let  him  look  at  the  papers,  and  he 
would  find  it  stated  bj  lord  Lauderdale, 
that  when  the  admission  of  that  basis  wajj 
urg^  by  lord  Yarmouth,  general  Clarke 
ciid  not  deny  it,  but  pretended  that  it  had 
been  talked  of  in  loose  conversations, 
which  he  described  as  **  romans  politt. 
qoes/'  This  was  certainly  a  very  ditferent 
thing  from  a  denial.  If  a  bill  was  pre- 
sented to  i  the  right  hon.  gent«  for  accep- 
tance, and  he  was  ta  say,  that  wh^n  he 
put  hb  name  to  it,  he  meant  nothing  but  a 
joke,  that  surely  would  not  amouat  to  a 
denial  of  his  having  accepted  it.  He  would 
io  that  case  at  least  acknowledge  the  face 
of  bis  having  signed  the  bill.  The  noble 
lord  then  applauded  the  zeal  displayed 
throughout  the  negociation  by  lord  Yar- 
mouth, but  regretted  that  he  had  produced 
his  fuU  powers  before  hb  received  a  satis. 
factory  answer  respecting  Sicily,  thongh  in 
that  instance  he  did  full  credit  to  the  good 
intentions  of  his  noble  friend,  as  well  as 
ia  .every  other  stage  of  the  transactions. 
In. reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  his  boo. 
friend  (Mr.  Whitbread),  he  contended  that 
no  change  of  system  had  taken  place  in  his 
majest/s  government  after  what  was  called 
the  political  death  of  Mr.  Fox*  .If  his 
hon.  friend  would  compare  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  lord  Yarmouth  with  the  first 
demand  made  by  lord  Lauderdale  on  his 
arrival  in  Paris,  he  would  find  the  basis  of 
the  uti  possideiis  distinctly  mentioned  in 
both.  This  was  a  proof  that  the  principle 
of  the  negociation  remained  unaltered.  To 
the  assertion  of  the  credulity  of  ministers, 
h  was  only  necessary  to  oppose  a  contrary 
assertion,  since.it  was  incumbent  on  those 
who  maintained  that  opinion,  to  point  out 
the  instances  in  which  his  majesty's  mini* 
.sters.had  been  duped;  no  such  thing  bad, 
however,  been  attempted.  .  £very  negoci- 
ation was  liable  to  some  disadvantage,  from 
the  suspence  it  occasioned,  and  at  a  time 
when  there  was  an  active  concert  of  allied 
.powers  against  a  common  enemy,  it  might 
prove  injurious ;  but  at  the  same  time, 
when  the  third  coalition  had  been  destroy- 
ed, what  injury  of  this  kind  could  arise  ? 
•If  France  had  any  sinister  object  in  pro- 
tracting, the  negociation,  it  could  only  be 
the  separation  of  this  country  and  Russia. 
But  did  she  succeed,  or  were  his  majesty's 


ministers  in  that  instance  duped  by  th« 
enemy?  The  noble  lord  lamented  tbiu  uo" 
very  immediate  prospect  opened  of  a  re- 
storation of  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  but. 
trusted  that  some  check  would  yet  be  givea 
to  the  ambition  and  domination  of  France; 
one  step  to  which  he  believed,  under  Pro- 
vidence, had  been/  aocompHshed  in  that 
cldse  union  of  England  and  RusiBia,  acoan- 
try  which  the  machinations  of  France  had 
now  bound  to  us  more  intimately  tbdn  ever. 
He  considered  the  good  faith,  candour,  and 
moderation  of  this,  country,  as  conspicu- 
ously set  ibrth  in  the  papers  befoi«  tlw 
house.  He  was  one  of  those  whoiamented* 
most  deeply  the  death  of  that  great  and  iU 
lustrious  person  who  commenced  the  work 
of  negociation,  so  short  a  time  before  the 
stroke  of  death  cut  the  thread  of  his  life— 
a  life  which  nothing  but  death  could  pre- 
vent from  being  serviceable  to  his  country 
and  mankind.  But  it  had  pleased  Pro- 
vidence Io  give  hiin  the  opportunity  of 
putting  upon  record  those  principles «if  mo- 
deration, good  faith, 'a«xi  justice,  by  which- 
be  was  guided,  in  those  writings.  Out  of 
such  transactions  as  these  arose  the  per- 
manent honour  and  glory  of  states:  thes9 
were  lasting,  while  others  were  transitory- 
Thus  was  national  honour  and  true  public: 
glory  preserved,  and  handed  down  to  late 
posterity .  These  papers  would  form  a  volume 
in  the  history  of  Uie  present  times,  highly  ho- 
nourable to  the  great  person  who  com  men-: 
ced  them,  and  to  those  who  conducted  them. 

Mr.  Perceval  asked,  whether  it  was  in-^ 
tended  to  report  this  address  to-aK)rix>w,' 
as  in  that  case  he  would  not  trouble  the 
house  at  the  late  hour  to  which  the  debate 
bad  been  protracted,,  but  would  state  what 
he  had  to  say,  on  bringing  up  the  report.  • 

Lord  Homck  thought  it  an  unusual 
course  of  proceeding,  to  adjourn  a  debate 
upon  the  subject  of  ^ui  address  where  the 
house  was  unaninr^ous  as  to  the  general  ob-f 
ject  of  that  address.  He  had  no  wish  to 
prevent  the  learned  gent,  from  addressing 
the  house,  and  however  long  his  speech 
might  Ise,  he  assured  him  he  would  listen 
to  it  with  patience* 

Mr.  Perceval  took  a  review,  of  all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  nego- 
ciation, from  which  he  drew  these  i:onclu-« 
sions ;  that  the  enemy  were  never  seriously 
desirous  of  peace,  and  that  ministers  were 
the  dupes  of  the  artifice  of  the  French  go 
vernment.  The  object  of  the  enemy  tor 
engaging  in  the  negociation  u  as  to  play  off 
England   against  HuAsia,  aud   to  compel 
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M*  (K  Ovbfil  .to  lign  soch  a  treaty  as  tbef 
^piftfacdyf  by  peisuading  ym.that  the  British 
goreraaieiit  was  on  the  point  of  condnduig 
a  teparate  peace.  He  ocmsideredy  as  a 
.  anfcjectof  deep  regret,  that  a  man  of  Mr.. 
Fox's  great  tslente  and  incorruptible  mind^ 
kad  been  betrayed  into  a  private  and  coo* 
fides tiai  correspondence  with  such  a  man 
as  fais  attached  friend  M,  Talleyrand.  He 
blamed  ministers  for  not  having  sooner  put 
an  end  to  the  negociationy  and  declared  his 
firm  conviction  that  no  peace  could  take 
place  wit&  France,  at  least  such  a  peace  as 
would  be  worthy  of  the  acceptance  of  this 
couBtry,  as  long  as  the  force  and  councils 
af  that  country  were  directed  by  two  such 
aran  aa  Buonaparte  and  Talleyrand.  He 
^en  adverted  to  the  situation  of  this  coun* 
try  in  relation  to  America.  He  said  he 
underatood  that  a  Treaty  of  Amity  liad 
been  concluded  between  us  within  these 
few  days*  He  disapproved  of  the  manner 
m  w;hicb  our  affairs  had  been  conducted 
with  the  United  States,  for  they  had  terrified 
us  into  a  compliance  with  their  object; 
and  if  there  had  been  a  spark  of  spirit  in 
his  majesty's  councils,  that  disposition 
vould  have  been  resisted.  They  had  passed 
a  law  by  which  our  goods  were  prohibited 
to  be  imported  into  th^  territories,  and 
this  law  he  understood  to  have  been  actu- 
ally enforced.  The  government  of  this 
country  ought  not  to  have  acted  in  compli> 
ance  with  this  dictatorial  proceeding;  we 
ahould  have  said  that  we  disdained  to  treat 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  with  a 
pistol  at  our  breast ;  and  that  until  they 
repealed  that  act  by  which  the  importation 
ef  ovlt  goods  was  prohibited,  we  would  not 
treat  with  them  at  all.  He  observed  also, 
that  as  France  had  adopted  a  course  by 
wiiieb  neutrals  were  prevented  from  tra- 
ding with  us,  we  could  easily  retaliate,  by 
takiug  care  tliat  no  neutrals  should  trade 
with.tbem  until  the  goods  should  first  have 
paid  a  duty  inx>ur  porta ;  and  this  was  not 
diflBQult  for  us  under  the  present  condition 
of  things,  for  we  were  now  literally  mas- 
ters.of  the  whole  trade  of  the  world,  as 
far  as  related  to  carrying  any  thing  by  sea. 
These  were  matters  which  required  serious 
coDsidearation  under  the  present  condition 
of  things^  ibr  if  we  were  so  disposed,  we 
^uld  levy  a  iwry  heavy  tax  on  our  ene 
auet,  winch  they  would  be  compelled  to 
pay,,  m  perish  almoet  hr  want  of  many 
artickaiif  commerce.  Uatving  made  these 
eibservatianB,  ha  onust  confess  that  the  sup- 
port oL  the  gftyvei^uaaiktia  the  most  vigor- 


ous prosecution  of  tiw  war*  was  a  thing  su 
obviously  jast  aodjiiscessary,  and  the  good' 
intentions  of  government  were  in  this  ne* 
gociation  so  manifest*  and  the  good  futh 
observed  to  our  alli^  so  entirely  hoooor- 
able>  that  he  felt  no  difiiculty  whatever  ia 
assenting  to  the  adtdress  most  cordially* 
Q  Lord  llbawcit  made  avery  animated  reply; 
and  we  are  sorry  that  the  hour  at  which  he 
rose  precludes  us.  from  fallowing  him  in  de- 
tail. -   He  noticed,  with  much  ahimation 
whad  had  failen  from  the  laat  speaker  on 
the  subject  of  Mr.  fox's  correspondence. 
Language  had  been  used,  he  observed, 
which  would  have  been  unbecoming  in  one 
member  towards  another  sitting  on  the 
bench  opposite  to  him,  and  yetiiali  the 
scofis,  taunts,  and  insinuations  which  had 
been  employed  were  directed  against  one 
who  was  now  no  more,  and  whose  answer 
tb^  learned  gent,  knew  be  had  noreason  to 
dread.    He  had  commented  with  much 
asperity  on  an  attachment  which  he  sup-: 
posed  bad  been  formed  between  Mr.  Fox 
and  M,  l*al]eyrand»    Where  did  he  learn 
that  any  such  attachment  ever  existed? 
He  could  assure  the  hon.  and  learned  gent* 
that  no  intimate  friendship  subsisted  beu 
tween  M.  Talleyrand  and  Mr.  Fox.     All 
the  relation  in  which  they  stood  with  re<* 
spect  to  each  other  was  tiiat  of  common 
acquaintance,  and  they  had   no  intimacy 
but  that  which  had  arisen  in  social  inters 
course.    An  extract  only  of  one  letter, 
which    passed   between  them,    had  been 
given^  because  tlie  remainder  was  of  a  pri« 
vate  nature.     But  was  the  learned  gent, 
warranted  on  that  account  in  supposing  the 
remainder  of  the  letter  contained  some^ 
thing  improper  i  He  could  assare  him  that 
there  was  no  part  of  the  correspondence  of 
which  his  majesty's  ministers  were  ignorant. 
Nay,  he  could  further  assure  him,  that 
every  line  written  by  Mr.  Fox  to  M.  Tal- 
leyrand was  seen  by  the  king.    The  noble 
lord  then  replied  to  some  of  the  arguments 
used  by  Mr.  Canning  and  Mri  Whitbread. 
The  hon.  gent,  he  observed*  blamed  hie 
majesty's'  ministers  for  having  done  too 
much  in  the  way  of  negociation,  while  hit 
hon.   friend  and  relation  blamed  them  for 
doing  too  little ;  but  he  thought  it  was  not 
a  little  in  their  favoar^  that  they  had  steert 
ed  a  middle  course  between  the  two  ex« 
tremes.     The  pamphlet  which  had  been 
alluded  to,  shewed  from  the  total  igno«- 
rance  with  which  it  was  written,  that  it 
could  come  from  na  official  authority,  as 
insinuated.    As  ta  toe  prosecutiou  hinted 
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lit,  be  eould  only  say^  that  those "  within 
Dvhose  departmi;nt  such  proceedings  cameV 
would,  if  they  thought  fit,  prosecute  it. 
With  regard  to  his  hon.  friend's  question,' 
are  we  to  be  shut  out  from  all  prospect 
of  peace }  he  could  only  answer  by  saying, 
that,  unless  a  change  took  place  in  the 
temper  and  character  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, peace  must,  in  his  view  of  the 
subject,  be  considered  as  very  distant. 
The  chief  of  that  government,  it  appeared, 
had  lately  stated  that  he  would  not  con-^ 
duct  the  present  war  as  he  had  done  those 
in  which  he  was  before'engaged.  He  had 
declared  that  he  would  not  leave  the  shores 
of  the  Baltic,  nor  evacuate  any  of  the 
countries  of  which  he  might  take  posses- 
sion, unless  this  country  gave  up  her  mari- 
time conquests.  This  wa*  what  England 
iicvet  covid  submit  to.  She  must  resist  a' 
pretension  to  which  it  would  be  dishonour- 
able to  yield,  or  the  enemy  must  •  abandon 
it.  There  was  here  no  choice,  the  honour 
of  the  countiy  must  at  all  hazards  be  main-* 
tctined  and  vindicated,  or  we  must  sink  un- 
der the  attack  meditated  against  us.  This 
was  a  melancholy  prospect  for  humanit}',' 
but  it  was  one  which  rose  Out  of  the  unfor-' 
taiiate  state  of  the  continent,  and  it  se- 
riously called  for  the  pledge  of  supporting 
his  majesty  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war,  which  was  contained  in  the  ad- 
dries'  he  had  moved. 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  that  with  respect  to 
the  word  **  attached,"  he  had  taken  it 
from  the  'Correspondence:  if  the  noble 
lord  would  refer  to  No.  L  of  the  Papers, 
^see  p.  93')  he  would  there  find  that 
Mr,  Fox,  in  addressing  M.  Talleyrand, 
bad  subscribed  himself  '^  with  the  most 
perfect  attachment."  —  The  address  was 
then  put  and  carried,  and  the  house  ad* 
joarned  at  five  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning. 

HOUSE    OY   COMMONS. 

Tuesdays  January  6* 

[MiHFt;TES.]  The  deputy  usher  of  the 
black  rod  required  the  attendance  of  the 
bouse*  dt  the  bar  of  the  house  of  peers, 
where  the  royal  aissent  -was  given  by  eom- 
missioD  to  the  Conti-ovened  Elections  Tri- 
al bil1i-*-Tbe  speaker  informed  thie  houses 
that  he  b^  received  a  letter  from  Mri 
Bottcbier,  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  in  Ire^ 
land,  stinting;  that  he"  had  tecefived  peti- 
tioos  cOttplaining  of  undue  e]eeti<>hs  ib 
Dublin,  Nfewry,  and  Mayo  county.— *It 
was  ordered,  tliat  these  petitions  be  taken 
into  consideration  the  same  days  as  the 

Vol.  VIII. 


othet  election  petitions  from  these  fespee** 
tive  places. 

[The-tford  ELEdTioN.]  The  order  of 
the  day  for  resuming  the  adjourned  debate 
on  the  question  of  granting  a  further  day 
for  the  hearing  of  the  Thetford  Election 
Petition,  being  read, 

Mr.  Whitbread  rose  and  said,  that  he 
was  the  more  confident  in  soliciting,  on  be- 
half of  the  petitioner,  a  more  distant  day 
than  had  been  a:lready  fixed  upon,  when  he 
considered  that  it  was  an  indulgence  gene- 
rally granted  by  that  house,  and  which  tHe 
sitting  member  was  seldom  iinwilling  to 
accede  to.  From  what  had  feillen  from  an. 
hon,  member  (Mr.  Mingay)  in  the  begin- 
ning' of  this  discussion,  he  believed  that 
that  gentleman  was  unddr  a  mistake  in 
supposing  that  there  was  but  one  unquali- 
fied voter  only  objected  to  among  those  of 
the  corporation  who  composed  that  gen- 
tleman's majority;  but  he  was  instructed  to 
state  that  there  were  three,  four,  or  more 
persons  admitted  to  vote  for  the  sitting 
member  who'  were  not  electors,  whose 
pretence  to  the  right  of  suffrage  was  foun- 
ded upon  an  illegal  claim ;  and  though  aa 
undisputed  possession  of  franchise  for  a  U« 
mi  ted  time  made  that  right  of  suffrage  va- 
lid, yet  that  time  not  being  yet  expired, 
the  objections  had  been  made  within  the 
period  prescribed  by  law,  and  of  course^ 
no  argument  in  favour  of  those  votes  could 
be  drawn  from  the  fact  of  possession.  The 
sitting  member  had  said,  that  the  coui^ 
of  king's  bench,  if  applied  to  for  ia  quo  war- 
ranto^ would  not  hear  such  application. 
The  hon.  gent,  said  he  would  contend  fojr 
it,  that  that  court  could  not  refuse  such  ap* 
plication,  because  the  time  limited  by  law 
was  6  years.  Now,  those,  voters  had  exer^ 
cised  this  elective  capacity  only  5  years, 
and  consequently  the  time  for  confirming 
a  doubtful  franchise  was  not  yet  expired. 
But  there  was  another  circumstance  :  the 
petitioner  did  not  know  of  the  illegality  c^ 
twt)  of  the  voters  objected  to,*  till  long  af^ter 
the  beginning  of  the  term,  and  yet  it  wa3 
objected  to  \r\ta  Ly  the  sitting  membeir, 
that  the  petitioner  did  fiot  apply  to  the 
court  of  king^s  bench  against  those  voters, 
of  the  validity  of  whose  francliise  the  petir 
tioner  bad  not  at  that  time  any  doubt.  Hf 
then  moved;  that  the  order  of  the  day  for 
hearing  Ibe  Thetford  ElecUon  petition  b^ 
discharged.  \ 

Mr.  Mingay  contended  that  the  question 
then  before  the  house  was  not  whether  the 
king-s  bench  would  receive  or  reject  any 
2E 
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applicacionibat  might  be  inade  to  it  on 
bebalf  of  the  petitioner,  but  whether  that 
house  would,  in  this  so  comparatively  un- 
important a  case,  make  a  precedent  that 
might  in  all  future  cases  of  this  kind  be 
productive  of  consequences  the  most  se- 
rious :  five  years  ago,  the  persons  objected 
to  voted  foi;  the  petitioner ;  and  was  the 
bouse  now  to  be  told,  that  this  was  the  first 
time  the  petitioner  had  discovered  those  al- 
leged .inadequacies?  After  a  five,  years' 
dream,  be,  the  petitioner  awaked,  and  disco- 
vered for  the  first  time,  that  certain  persons 
who  had  voted  for  him  upon  a  former  oc- 
casion, now  that  they  voted  against  him, 
vrere  from  the  beginning  incompetent  to 
vote.  There  was  one  fact,  that  he  could 
not  pass  by.  It  had  been  said,  that  four 
or  more  voters  were  objected  to.  He  (Mr. 
M.)  assured  the  house,  that  there  were  not 
more  than  two  objected  to  at  the  time  of 
voting,  upon  the  ground  of  not  being  fran- 
chised,  as  the  third  was  objected  to  not  up- 
on this  ground,  but  as  having  some  employ- 
ment in  tlie  post-office.  H^  said  that,  an- 
xiously'as  he  waited  for  the  decision  of  that 
house  upon  wliat  he  would  call  a  vexations 
proceeding,  he  should,  however,  bow  to 
that  decision  with  unfeigned  humility  and 
respect,      , 

Mr.  Ilernej/  said,  that  he  ought  not  to 
be  c^hxiocis  to  speak  on  a  question  appa- 
rently agitating  the  feelings  of  two  gentle- 
men, for  each  of  whom  be  felt  so  much 
respect-  He  should,  however,  remove  all 
Bucn  pei'sonal  considerations  from  his  mind, 
and  cobsider  merely  the  simple  fact  of  a 
petitioner  'asking. for  a  more  distant  day 
thau  th^t  already  fixed  upon  for  hearing 
his  petition ;  though  in  the  case  of  peti- 
tions the  granting  a  further  day  was  by  no 
means  ati  unusual  indulgence,  yet  he  was, 
-upon  the  general  principle,  an  enemy  to 
dqlay  in  such  cases.  But  he  thought  the 
prtseiit  case  sufficiently  exempted  from  the 
general  rule  by  its  peculiar  circumstances, 
the  petitioner  desires  a  further  day  as  in- 
dispens?^ble  to  the  object  of  his  petition— 7 
the  sitting  meniber,  on  the  other  hand, 
does  liot  sh^w  that  any  jpossible  inconve- 
nience can  {(rfse  to  him  from  this  delay^ 
It  was  objected,  too,  that  the  petitioner  did 
not  make  an  earlier! appliclitioti  to  the  king's 
bfeVichV  The  election  took  place  on^  the 
4th  of  November,  ^nd  the  day  next  but 
one*was''fhe  first  day*  of  term,  and  yet  jf 
was  "asked  \j/h^  the  petitioner  did  not  pre- 
paVe  all  fli(&'  necessaries  for  an  application 
to  a  court  of  lavv  between  the  4th  and  6tb 


of  November,  though  b^  was  not  at  that 
time  apprised  of  the  inadequacy  to  vote  of 
two  of  the  persons  objected  to.  He  jsbooid 
think  it  a  monstrous  injustice  to  refuse  the 
application  for  a  longer  day. 

The  Attarney'^eHeral  conceived  that  tha 
hou^e  was  now  about  to  exercise  a  jodiciai 
function,  and  that  it  should  pause  before  it 
would  rashly  go  to  establish  a  precedents 
The  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last  had  said, 
that  it  was  hard  to  expect  that  the  process 
of  an  application  for  a  quo  warranto  could 
have  been  made  witbii>  the  first  day  of 
tenn ;  but  the  hon«,  gent,  should  recollect, 
that  though,  term  did  not  commence  till 
the  6ib,  it^  did  not  end  till  the  26th,  and 
that  it  was  rather  suspicious  that  in  all 
that  time  no  step  had  been  taken  by  the 
petitioner  to  make  such  application.  As 
to  the  argument,  that  delay  was  BOt  air 
leged  to  be  an  inconvenieace  to  the  sitting 
member,  he  did  not  think  it  conclusive^ 
nor  should  he  think  it  fair  to  be  compelled 
to  prove  his  title  to  his  estate,  merely  be-* 
cause  that  proof  was  entirely  practicable. 
He  should  therefore  vote  against  the  mo? 
tion. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  thought,  that  however  it 
might  be  a.  question  whether  such  delay 
was  inconvenient  to  the  sitting  member, 
he  was  sure  that  it  was  inconvenient  to 
that  house  and  to  the  public.  > 

The  Solicitor-General  did  not  think  that 
the  house  could  reject  the  motion,  consist- 
ently with  justice — it  had  come  within  his 
knowledge  that  of  three  of  the  persons 
objected  to,  one  only  was  opposed  at  tl>e 
time  of  tendering  his  vQte,<and  that  a  month 
had  elapsed .  since  the  election  before,  the 
petitioner  was  apprized  of  the  illegality  of 
the  other  two. votes.  He  hoped  that  this 
strong  circuc^staupe  would  have-  its  due 
weight  with  the  hx>use« 

Mr.  Roscoe  thought,  under  such  circum- 
stances, that  the  party  must  apply  to  the 
court  of  king's  bench^  and  therefore  it  must 
be  supposed,  that  the  hoase  woi»ldgive 
theni  time  to  do  this..  The  attomey^ 
general  had  sajid,  that  this  could  Qotbe 
done  in  so  short  a  time  as  that  sought  for 
by  .the  petitioner  ;•  il  therefore  necessarily 
followed,  that  the  decision  of  the  qu^ob 
must, extend  beyond, the  tin\e  limited;  and 
as  it  was  y^ry  possible,  that  persons  pre* 
senting  such  pejtitipos  n^ight  ^ot  quit?'  unt 
fjer^tand  the  law  as  .well  as  other  gentler 
men,  it  appeared  tq  him  that  tipnei  should 
be  granted  to  the.petitioner.  . 
/  Mr.,  ^rags^  ^athur^  was  of  opinioiii 
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that  if  parties  were  allowed  to  postpone 
t|iiestions  of  this  nature,  because  they  had 
only  just  discovered  an  objection  to  three 
voters,  they  might  come  in  a  month  more, 
and  apply  for  further  time,  upon  a  disco* 
very  of  objections  to  three  more  electors, 
so  that  there  would  be  no  end  to  it.  They 
<night  go  in  the  first  instance  before  the 
Committee ;  and  if  an  application  to  the 
court  of  king's  bench  was  then  found  ne- 
cessary, they  would  be  in  no  worse  situa- 
tion than  before.  He  entirely  concurred 
with  the  attorney-general,  and  thought 
that  the  house  would  not  be  justified  in 
postponing  ihe  hearing  to  a  more  distant 
day  than  that  already  fixed  upon. 

Mr,  Johnstone  thought,  that  the  petitio- 
ner bad  deprived  himself  of  the  benefit  of 
auch  an  application  by  his  Own  act.  In 
his  anxiety  to  present  his  petition,  it  was 
lodged  three  or  four  days  earlier  than  was 
necessary,  and  consequet^tly,  an  early  day 
was  appointed  for  taking  it  into  considera- 
tion. Upon  these  and  other  grounds  al- 
ready stated,  he  therefore  thought  the  pe- 
titioner was  not  entitled  to  the  indulgence 
of  the  house. — ^T he  question  being  loudly 
called  for,  a  division  took  place ;  when  there 
appeared  for  the  motion,  35;  against  it, 
54;  majority  against  the  motion,  19* 

{Dublin  Election  Petition.]  The 
order  of  the  day  for  postponing  the  consir 
deration  of  the  Dublin  Election  petition, 
being  read, 

Mr,  C  Wynne  was  pf  opinion,  that  upon 
such  a  subject  as  this,  very  sufficient  rea- 
sons Should  be  given,  before  the  bouse 
would  consent  to  any  delay,  which  might 
tend  to  interfere  with  other  more  impor- 
tant public  business. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  answered,  that  since  the 
day  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the  pe. 
tition  in  question,  another  petition  bad 
been  presented  against  Mr.  Grattan,  of 
which  he  haid  not  the  least  notice.  In  a 
city  like  Dublin,  where  there  were  up- 
wards of  5000  voters,  it  was  necessary  to 
scrutinize  a  great  matiy,  and  therefore  it 
was  important  that  sufficient  tiine  should 
be  granted  for  this  purpose.  He  further 
observed,  that  having  received  the  peti- 
tion in  question,  he  inadvertently  presen- 
ted it  before  he  had  received  any  parti- 
cnlar  instructions  upon  it.  He  had  since 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  La  Touche,  in 
which  he  explained  these  circumstances. 
He,  therefore,  trusted  the  house  would 
grant  a  longer  timie  for  the  consideration  of 
this  mat  ler* 


The  Speaker  reminded  the  house  of  the. 
rule  being  entered  into,  that  no  petitioa. 
should  be  postponed'  after  a  certain  day, 
except  under  the  special  circumstances  of 
the  case.  It  was,  therefore,  for  the  Jhousa 
to  judge  whether  they  would  relax  that 
rule  upon  the  present  application. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  expressed  himsislf  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  explanation  of  the 
hon.  gent,  and  Mr.  Shaw  declared  his  ap. 
probation  and  consent  to  the  application* 
— ^The  petition  was  accordingly  pos^tpioned- 
until  the  1 2th  of  March. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Wednesday,  January  7..  . 
[Minutes.]  Mr.  Hobhouse  from  the 
commons  brought  up  the  Malt  Guty,  and 
the  Pehsion  Duty  bills,  which  were  read  a 
first 'tiifie.— The  Duke  of  Norfolk  rose  to 
advert  to  a  Petition  which  had  been  laid 
on  their  lordships'  tablQ,  from  the  claimants 
to  the  Barony  of  Howard  <le  .Walden. 
That  petition  was  upor>  motion  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Privilege  :  but  it  was  his 
wish  that  t]^e  day  for  taking  it  into  con- 
sideration bjB  extended.  He  thereforenow' 
gave  noticjB  that  he  should  to-morrow^ 
move,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to' 
the  Committee  of  Privileges,  on  the.  10th 
of  February  next. 

HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Wedfiesday,  January  f. 
[Minutes'.]     The   Malt  and    Pension 
Duty  bills  were  read  a  third  time,  ^nd  pass- 
ed.— ^The  Speaker  informed    the  House, 
that  as  the  Horsham  Election  petition  was 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow, 
he  would  come  down  to  the  hou^e  at  )ialf- 
past  three,  and  proceed  to  count  the  Hquse 
at  a  quarter-past  four  precUely.— Mr,  Van-, 
sittart  brought  in  a  bill  far  granting  to  his 
majesty  10,500,000/.  to  be  raised  by  Loans 
or  Exchequer  billsi  which  was  read  a  first 
time. — Mr.  Hobh^ouse  brouj^ht  up  the  An- 
nual Qualification  Iftdenjjn'ity'bill,  which 
.was  read    a 'first   tiiiie. — Loj(J.,Os^qJ§(ton. 
reported  to  the  h•Q^e, "that  his  ma^je^ty  had\ 
been  waited  upon  iiUt  the ' AcTciress  voted 
unanimously  the  5th  instant^ '  ancl  ^that  his 
majesty  was  graciously  pleased  tq  return 
the  following  answer  :-^*'. Gentlemen,  "  I ' 
"  thank  the  House  of  Comipons  for  jtheir  1 
"  loyal  an4  dptiful  Addi-ess  ;  and  receive 
'^  with  satis&ct^'on  the  assurances  of  their  < 
*^  full  conviction,  that  the  restoration  of . 
f  Peace  has  been  prevented  only  by  the 
<'  ambition  itnd  injustice  of  the  eneiny,    I 
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**  rely  with  entire  confidence  on  t^ie  f^bp- 
**  tual  support  of  my  faithful  people  in  the 
**  prosecution  of  a  contest,. manifestly  cpn- 
^  tinned,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy*  with 
'*  the  hope  of  destroying  the  pow^r  and 
**  independence  of  the  British  empire.'' 

,  [Ordnance  Estimates*]  The  house 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
supply,  Mr.  Calcraf^  moved,  that  the  £s* 
timate  of  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ord- 
nance for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the 
year  1807,  be  referred  to  the  said  con^mittee. 
M  r.  Cakraft  then  rose  •  He  said ,  that,  on 
gloving  the  Ordnance  Estimates,  he  felt 
fliuch  satisfaction,  that  it  would  not  be  ne- 
pessary  for  him  to  detain  the  committee  by 
observations  of  any  length ;  that  if,  how 
ever,  there  were  any  topics  that  requir^ed 
further  explanation,  or  any  questions  that 
gentlemen  might  deem  it  necessary  toi  pro^ 
pose  to  him,  be  should  willingly  answer 
such  Questions)  and,  if  he  could,  adequate- 
ly. He  had  an  additional  satisfaction  in 
being  enabled  to  inform  the  copmittee  that 
there  was  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
Estimates  he  had  now  to  submit  to  them, 
compared  with  thbs^  of  last  year :  be  did 
not  mean,  in  stating*  this,  to  claim  any  ex- 
ti'abrdin^ry  aclcnowled^emeut.of  merit  as 
due  to  the  present  .Board  of  Ordnjince);  he 
rather  thought  that  the  present  reduction, 
might  more  justly.be  imputed  to  the  ade^ 
quate  supplies  of  former  years,  which,  in 
facilitating  the  progress  of  the  public  works, 
had  le^^ened  the  grants  of  money  neces- 
sary to  support  thctnji.  If  the  Board  of 
Ordnance  bad  any  claim  to  merit,  it  was 
for  the  uniform  zeal  with  which  the  Board 
resisted  alt  the  projects  of  ejcpenditure 
th^t  bad  been  submii;ted  to  them,  and  con- 
sulted uppn  all  occasions  the  most  practi- 
cal' economy.  T^h^ '  principal  reductions 
wei;e  owin^  to  thje.  cpippletion  of  those 
great  worHs.  in  K^nt«  ^d  upon  the  coast 
of  Sbss^,  which,,  wKiJ.e  ^r^cting,  were  pjror 

iaconsider- 
)w  reijuipe^ 
>h  lessthai^^ 
o,  pptwitfa- 
P9jn  in  pne 

f  engineers, 
\  the  artille- 
This  three- 
ure^  would 
d;  there  not 
been  a  reduction  of  5tf6,6QQ7i, the  increase 


nution  would  be.^ond  to  be  b  the,8^Q^ 
proportion,  and  to  be  ascribed  to  the  sam^p 
cause ;  and  in  general  be  could  say,  and  U 
was  great  satisfaction  to  him  that  he  felt 
warranted  in  saying,  that  whoever  shojuld 
have  the  honour  of  discharging,  next  yeur, 
the  duty  he  was  now  called  upo^ .  to  per- 
form, wou^d  yet  have  a  more  pleasing  task, 
as  the  reduction  would,  by  that  time».be 
still  greater,  as  the  lines  of  Chatham,  and 
the  great  works  now  carrying  on, at  Dovec 
and  the  Coast,  would,  by  that  time,  be 
completed.     He  had  but  one  observatioo 
more  to  make^  that  since  the  estimates  had 
been  laid  upon  the  table,  an  advance  upon 
the  vote  of  credit  had  been  made  to  the 
amapnt  of  400,000/. ;  he  wou)d  therefore,^ 
from  the  sum  originally  required,  m^e  ii 
deduction  to  that  amount.     He  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  detaiu  the  oommittee 
further  than  by  stating,  that  he  ^a(S  very 
willing  to  give  every  information  in  his 
power  to  any  gentleman,  and  should  listea 
with  respect  to  any  suggestion  the  hoii« 
gentlemen  opposite  should  think  it  neces- 
sary to  offer.— The  hon.  gent^  concluded 
with  moving,  *'  1 .  Thata  sum,  notexceedia^ 
2,278,197/.  Of,  lOd.  be  granted  to  his  ma^ 
jesty,  for  the  charge  of  the  Office  of  Ord* 
, nance  for  Land  Service  for  Great  Britain, 
for  the  year  1807—2.  That  479,2467. 19*. 
7d,  be  granted  to    his  majesty,   for  the 
charge  of  tl>€  0$ce  of  Ordnance  in  Ire** 
land,  for  the  year  1807.— 3.  That  301,4067, 
9«.  8rf,  be  granted  to  hi^  majesty,  for  de- 
fraying the  expence  of  services  performed 
by  th^  Office  of  Ordnance  for  Land  Ser* 
vice  for  Great  Britain,  and  not  provided- 
for  by  parlianjientintheyear  1 805  .---4.  That 
262,365/.  14£.  2d.  be  granted  to  his  ma« 
jesty,  for.defraying  the  expence  of  services 
performed  by  the  Office  of  Ordnance  tor 
Land  Service  for  Great  Britain,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament   in  the  year 
I8O6."    The  report  was  cH-dered  to  be  rew 
ceived  to-morrow. 


Ojrdnahce  Estimates,  for  I^rela^fl;  ^the  dimi- 


fiOTJSE   OF   COMMONS, 

I ;  '  Thuradayy  January  3^ 

'  [iy^TNUTEs.l  At  four  o'clock  the  Speaker, 
counted  the  bouse,  when  above,  100  memrv. 
be;rs  being  present,  the  house  proceeded  to 
bitUpt  for  a  committee  to  decide  on  the 
dp^ble  return  from  HorshaQi^.^Forij'. 
poembers  having,  be^n  balloted,  a  min^r 
pommittee  wa^  appointed,  and  retired 
\^tx^  one  of  the  coqoniitiee  chambers  lor 
now  required  would  be  r50,0po/.  As  to  the  I  the  purpose  of  reducing,  the  cemmiittea 
^  1  .   _- w-.:__..  _ /.  J 1^   .     ,   ;,     ,.    .    ^jf  fQfty  to  fifteen.    Some  time  .rfter^  Mc« 
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those  sums  were  for  tbe  defraying  9ltH» 
expences  of  former  yeart  unprovided  fbr^ 
and  what  he  alluded  to  w^  the  charge  for 
the  current  year^ 

Mr.  Gokr^ft  repefi^t^d,  that  he  would 
make  himself  master  of  thiji  mibjept,  and 
endeavour  to  acqount  to  the  hon.  gent*  fot 
thi^t  which  now  appeared  to  him  to  be  sa 
extraordinary.  The  resolutiops  were  thea 
agreed  to* 

[Military  Establmhmekts.]  Lord 
Castlereagh  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday 
he  would  move  for  returns  of  the  present 
effective  state  of  our  Military  Establish. 
n)ent.««^As  the  noble  lord  sat  down,  Mr.Se« 
cretary.  Windham  entered  the  house,  upon 
which  he  again  rosey  and  observed,  that 
had  the  right  hon.  secretary  been  in  hia 
place  when  he  gave  his  notice,  he  would 
have  put  the  question  to  hini,  which  he 
would  now.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  his  majest^a 
ministers  to  carry  into  execution  the  Train-r 
log  Act  passed  in  the  last  session,"  or  to 
substitute  some  other  means  of  military 
defence? 

Mr,  Secretary  Windham  replied,  that  he 
did  not  know  that  any  other  measure  was 
in  contemplation*;  that  it  was  probaUe  the 
operation  of  the  Training  act  might  be  ex- 
tended to  Scotland  ;  and  that  he  had  no 
doubt  in  that  case  the  people  of  thatcoun* 
try  would  cheerfully  support  their  share  of 
the  burthen.  .   . 

Lord  Castlereagh  fiincied  that  he  had  not 
made  himself  perfecdy  understood  by  the 
right  hon.  gent.  His  question  did  not  re« 
late  to  the  suspetision,  or.  to  the  executioa 
of  the  Training  act  in  Scotland,  ^  What  he 
asked  ivas,  whether  or  not  it  was  intend- 
ed to  carry  it  into  execution  in  this  coun- 
try ? 

Mr.  Windham  observed,  that  it  was  at 
this  moment  in  a  course  of  execution  in 
this  country :  to  what  extent,  must  be  sub- 
ject to  the  discretion  of  tlie  executive  go- 
vernment, who  would,  in  this  case,  be 
guided  by  circumstances.  As  far  as  ta^ 
king  the^.  names,  and  balloting  from  the 
lists,  the  measure  would  be  put  into  com-' 
plete  activity. 

Lord  Ca8tlereagk9%^VBL  enquired,  whether 
it  wae  meant  to  cany  the  measure  into  ex« 
ecution  in  a  military  sense,  or  mardy  to 
confine  it  to  the'obcaining  of  naoMS  and 
a  consequent  ballot.'  Did  his  mi^esty'ii 
ministers  intend  that  the  Training  should 
take  place? 
Mr.  Wmiham  repeated.  Apt  (te  extent 


White  from^tbeifeoffimMtee  m^e  his  ap»' 
pearauce  ^at ,  t|)e  bar«  and  presented  a  list 
of  the  men^rs  selected,  which  was  read 
by  the  Sp^j^^er,  and  whiMsh  was  as  follows : 
via.  Sir  F.  ^letchei^'Vane,  W.  Ja6ob,e8q. 
hon.  W.  flow^ard,  A.  Atherley,  esq-  A. 
Tower,  esq.  T.  M<i  Seaumoat,  esq.  earl 
Percy,  J.  H.  Twwyue,  sir  J.  Lubbock, 
hon,  A.  Foley,  Iprd  W^pole^  Q*  Jomes, 
J.  Barry^  esq^  J.  R^^e,  esq*  W^  Dicken^ 
S0O9  esq. :  the  two  last  namea  y^XQ  ap-. 
pointed  noKniQ^s.— rXUe  Exchequer  Bills 
bill,  and  ihe  Ann^  Indeoituty  bill,  were 
read  a  second  time, 

[OanNAMfiE  £si:iM  A.T«s.]  Mr.Httbhouse 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
ofsu|>plyon  theOrduance  Bstimate.-^The 
first  resolutieu  being  put^  . 

Mr.  Jp^nstonc  observed^  that  there  were 
two  charges  which  appeared  to  him  to  Re- 
quire some  explanation^.  Among  the  stores 
sent  to  Ceyloij^i  amounting,  to  59,400/.  he 
observed  some  gun^powder,  estimated  at 
^fiJXiOl,  Now  it  seeesed.very  improvident 
to  send  oujt  so  nauch  powder  from  this 
coqntry,  when  it  might  have  been  sent  to 
Ceyiooat  a  iattch  .cheaper  rate  icom  some 
of  out  SetU^/neols  in  the  East  Indies. 
This  was  the  first  charge  wlmh  struck  him 
with  surprise.  The  second. «wa8  this  ;  he 
observed  that  for  worms,  tura^icpewsi  &c. 
the  charge  for  the  service dlreHmd was 
about 7^000/^. while  that  for  EngLand  was 
only  IflOOi.   This  required  lexplanation. 

Mr.  CttUrufi  refilled  to  the  first  observa- 
tion of  the  hon.  ggnt.  that  all  stored  fur- 
nished for  foreign  service  were. dene  so 
under  an  order  itom  the  secTretary  ef  state's 
pifice ;  but  that  not  having  that  order  then 
about  him,' he  was  unable  to  produce  it. 
As  to  the  difference  between  the  charge  of 
worms  and  torn-sctews,  6rc;  for  England  and 
ibr  Irelaody  he  rather  supppsed,*  that  a  part 
of  the  charge -for  tlie- former  .country  was 
included  in  the  sums  provided  for  in  the 
othet  resolutions*  fiut  he  would  mJEkke  en* 
quiiy  into  this  subject,  and  would  be  happy 
to  give  the  hon..  gent,  every  infonoation  in 
his  power* 

Mr.  JohnHone  not  only  thought,  that 
tending  powder  hom^  this  island  to  Ceylon 
vaa  an  oversight,  but  that  the  whole  sum 
voted  for  the  Ordnance  Service  of  Ceylon, 
waa  too  large  to  paaa  without  animadversion. 
With  regard  to  the  other  sums,  he  sup- 
posed that  they  weie  net  correctly  particu- 
larised in  the  resolution  4  for  it  was  impose 
siUe  tfaty  could  form  ^a.  part  of  the  sums 
juroiddedifec  «l  the  other  resolutions^  as 
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cff  tlie  operaJtioQ  of  the  act  mttat  be  regu^ 
lated  by  circutDStaQCee.  Tbstt  as  it  was 
not  Hkely  that  any  i»aterial  circumstances 
MToold  occur,  it  was  assuredly  the  intentiou 
o£  goverhmeiit  to  carry  the  measure  into 
as  coo^lete  execuftion  as  it  was  ever  pro- 
posed-to  do.  At  tio  time  was  it  Hkely 
Ukat  it  'wonld  extend  tp  the  whole  of  the 


i  '  nonosB  Of  Loaps. 
Frtd^y,  J<muari/  9. 
:  |Malt  Duty  Bill.]  The  order  for 
coiBinatting  the  Male  Duty  bill,  which  also 
pBTported  to  be  a  bill  for  removing  doubts 
lespectiog  the  issue  of  .certain  Exchequer 
biUs,  and  for  other  purposes,  having  been 
read, 

.  The  Lard  Chancellor  left  the  woolsack, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  this 
biU,  whidi  appeared  to  contain  matter  fo- 
leigB  tor  the  object  of  a  money  bill.  His 
lordsliip  moved  that  the  standing  order 
lespecting  lulls  of  this  description  should 
he  read.  The  standing  order  was  accord- 
ingly read  by  the  cleric,  declaring,  that  to 
inseyt  in  money  bills,  c1au3es  foreign  to  the 
objects  of  those  bills,  was  unparliamentary, 
and  destructive  of  the  constitution  of  pai> 
JiameuUt^Thd  noble  and  learned  lord  said 
k  would  be  wasting  the  time  of  their  lord- 
ships for  him  to  attempt  to  prove,  what 
mutt  be  obvious  tp  the  house,  that  clauses 
were  inserted  in  this  bill,  which  had  no 
nektion  to.' its  object  as  a  money  bill,*  skid 
wi^ch  therefore  rendered  it  obnoxious  to 
the  standing  order  of  the  boose  which  had 
JK36tt been  read.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  isilllSe  rejected,  which  was  ordered  ac- 
e<dsding^y. 

ROUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

r,  Friday,  January  9:        * 

ri[MiKirTES.]  %ir  J.  Newport,  to<dt  the 
oaths  and.  his  seat.  The  hon.  baronet, 
upon  takiog  bis  seat,  informed  the  hoose 
tint  having  been  returned  for  Waterford 
aod  ako  for^  St.  Mawes,  he  made  his  elec- 
tida  for  the  city  ofWat^rford.-^A  new. 
writ :wa5  ordered  to>  be  issued^ 'to  elect  a 
member  for  the  county  of  Sussex,  -  in  the 
room  bf  general  LenoK^who'  wadi.oallcd 
to  the  upper  house;  aa  isncoeediug  to  the 
tide^  and  honours  ofHheidiikodom.of  Rich*- 
]iioad«*^Mr.  Dickenio^  informed  the  house, 
^at  being  .chose&>  to. serve  in  Parliament 
fbii.vthe  borough  of  l£9t^ethiel  and  the 
county  of  Somerset,  he  made  his  election 
&r  Ike  Ifttler  place^^^t-Sif  J.  Newpott  gave 


notice  that  he  would,  on  Monday,  move  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  correcting  an  error  in  att 
act  of  the  4Qd  of  the  king,  for  regulating 
controverted  elections,  as  relating  to  Ire* 
land.    The  object  of  this  bill  would  be  to 
siipply  a  defect  in  tbe  said  act,  for  thoogh 
tbtcommissioiiers  were  sworn  to  act,  they 
were  not  empowered  to  administer  an  oath 
to  the  clerk  who  attended  to  take  down  the 
» evidence  $  to  empower  them  to  admtntster 
this  oath^  was  the  object  of  the  bill  he  ho- 
ped to  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to 
that  hou8e.«-^Mr>  Adam  moved  that  thef 
order  for  the  consideration  of  the  petition, 
complaining    of   an    undue   election    for 
Aberdeen,  be  deferred  from  theZSd  instant 
to  the  36th  of  March.    In  .answer  to  a 
question  from  a  member,  to  whom  it  ap<« 
peared  that  the  practice  of  the  house,  as 
laid  down  a  few  days  smce  in  the  Thetfbrd 
case,  was  against  the  enlargement,  unless 
some  special   cause  wi^s   assigned,     Mr. 
Adam  stated  the  distance  of  the  place,  ai)c| 
the  necessity  of  having  thfe  attendance  of 
Scotch  lawyers,  who  could  not  attend  till 
after:  the  rising  of  the  session.    After  a  few 
observ-ations  from  Mr.  W.  Du^idas,  the  mo^* 
tionwas  agreed  to.— Mr.  Wingfield  pre- 
sented a  petition,  praying  an  enlargement 
of  time  for  entering  into  recognizances  to 
prosecute  the  petition,  complaining  of  an' 
.  undue  elieotion  for  the  borough  of  Penrfayn^ 
The  petition  stated,  that  the  petitioners 
had   completed  their  recognizance,    and 
sent  it  up  to  their  agent  before  their  peti- 
tion had  betn  presented ;  but  that  this  re^ 
cognizance  was  considered  as    informal, 
and  couki  not  be  receivedt    The  distance 
of  the  place,  and  the  length  of  time  taken 
in  the  conveyance  by  the  pobt^  had  ren-*- 
dered  the  remainder  of  the  time  limited  by 
act  of  pdrliameot  too  short;     Mr.  W.  tiio- 
!ved  for)  an  enlargement  of  the  time  to  >the 
19th  instant.     After  a  few  observations* 
from  Mr*  Swan,  the  sitting  member,  who 
thought  the  petitioners  had  not  used  all 
due  diligence  to  correct  their  fifst  oversight, 
and  from  Mr^  Perceval,  who  recommended 
a  cautious  investigation  of  all  grounds  as- 
signed for  def>arting  frbm  the  law,-  the  ok)-^ 
tion  was  agreed  to.T-*-Oa  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Vansittart,  the  resolution  of  the  com-' 
mittee  of  supply,  on  the  1st  of  Jan.  for' 
cootinuiz^  the  usual  duties  on  malt,  was 
read.    Mr.  V«-  then  stated,  that,  in  eou*> 
sequence  of  circumstances^  into  which  it 
was  unnecossary  for  him  to  enter>  the  bill 
already  brought  in  on  this  resolution  had  - 
becQ  lost  ih  anothjsr  plkca9  he  thecafore. 


"Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


m 


tARL*  DEBATES,  JANUARt  10,  1807*-^itf««u^«. . 


[iM 


BDOved  for,  leave .  to  bring  io  anolher  bill, 
which  was  graaled. 

[Batt&b  of  Maioa.]  -  Mr..  Wilder^ 
seeing  the  right  boo.  secretarj  for  the  war 
department  in  bis  place,  wished  to  be  in- 
/ocmed  by  him,  why  the  name  of  colonel, 
now  general  Oswald,  had  beeD^osaitted  in 
the  vote  o(  thanks  for  the  glorious  victory 
of  Maida,  to  the  achievement  of  which 
his  conduct  and  gallantry  h^d  raaterially 
contributed. 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  said,  it  had 
been  his  wish,  in  framing  the  vote  of  thanks, 
to  go  as  f«r  as  any  former  precedent  would 
warrant  him  in  mentioning  the  officers 
concerned,  by  name.  No  officer  of  a  lower 
Tank  than  major*^eaeral  was  mentioned  by 
JDame  in  any  former  vote  of  thanks*  But, 
as  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  had  been 
xecently  introduced  into  our  service,  he 
thought  we  might  with  propriety  extend 
the  compliment  to  that  ako«  Colonel  Os- 
wald was  not  at  the  time  actually  a  briga*- 
dier-general,  though  acting  in  .  th^t  rank 
with  great  credit  to  himself,  and  great  be* 
nefit  to  the  service.  The  circum9taQjGe»  be 
mentioned  were .  the  only  causes  of  the 
omission,  and  he  hoped  this  explanation, 
which  he  was  happy  to  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  making,  would  prove  perfectly  sa- 
tisfactory to  the  feelings  of  the  hon.  gent, 
hehind  him,  and  of  every  friend  of  that 
gallant  and  meritorious  officer. 

•Mr.  Wilder  said,  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied wi^  the  explanation  given  by  -the  right 
hon.  secretary. 

[Ordnastce  Estimates  J  Mr*  Ca/- 
cruftj  seeing  an  hon.  gent.,  in  his  place 
(Mr.  Johnstone),  said  he  should  take  that 
opportunity  of  giving  the  hon*  gent,  every 
satisfactory  explanalioB  as  to  the  questions 
which  the  hon.  gent,  had  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  put  to  him  yesterday,  with  re- 
spect to  theitepd  for  powder  in  the.oharges 
£^r  the  island  of  Geylon.  Tbe.h(»Q.  gent, 
asked, .  why  the  oeoessary  supply  of  gun- 
powder had  not  been  furnished  by  some  of 
oc^r  settlements  in  the  East  Indies ;  to  that 
qi^lioD  the  best  auiiwer  would  be  the  sim« 
plei  statement  of  .thd  fact,  that  the  gover- 
fiojof  that  island  hdd  required  a  supply  of 
English  gunpowder,  in.pieferenceto  that 
of  our  £^tera.  9ettleinent9t  oming  to.  the 
ftuperioip  quality  of  ^e  fovmer;, and:, this 
to^pot  so  much  koto,  the  {comparative  ex- 
cellency of  our  gunpowder^  as  the  positive 
i^riojnty  of  ^at  far9)erly  supplied,  by  tlie 
set^kiqkents.  As.  to  the  aplpai^nt.  dUpro* 
£^(k^  in  t(tei(^ar£ed  of  1900/.  for  Eng- 


landj  and  70iD0f.  for  Ireland,  for  woims* 
turn-screws,  &c.  it  was  to  be  considered, 
that  of  the  supplies  hitherto  furnished  for 
the  service  ef  England,  9,100/.  remamed 
unexpended,  so  that  towards  the  custo^ 
mary  annual  supply  the^  was  but  a  deficit 
of  900/.,  whereas,  there  was  no  remainder 
to  supply 'the  yearly  demand  for  Ireland; 
this  statement,  however,  as  it  stood,  put 
in  this  case  the  Ordnance  Estimates  of 
England  to  tbo^  of  Ireland  in  the  ratio  of 
7  to  3,  which  be  was  free  to  acknowledge 
was  by  no  means  in  the  dne  proportion* 
As  to  the  officers  of  Ordnance,  in  Ireiand^ 
they  were  entitled  to  every  praise  for  the 
strictest  economy,  and  the  most  laudable 
attention  to  the  duties  of  the  department* 
If  blame,  therefore,  was  justly  to  attach 
itself  to  any  quarter,  it  wOuld  rather  belong 
to  this  side.  He  confessed  that,,  updn  this 
head,  he  was  not  sufficiently  prepared,  td 
be  as  satisfactory,  as  be  could  wish,  not 
having  had  sufficient  time  to  possess  him« 
self  of  the  fullest  information  upon  the 
subject;  he  should,  however^  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  enable  Mm  to  ac- 
count for  this  apparent  disproportion. 

Mr.  Johnstone  felt  much  obliged  by  the 
great  anxiety  the  hon.  gent,  had  evinced 
to  give  him  and  the  house  every  satisfac- 
tion relative  to  the  questions  he  took  the 
liberty  of  putting  to  him  yesterday.  It  was^ 
however,  very  natural  for  him  to  suppose 
that  in  that  country,  where  the  material  of 
which  the  gunpowder  was  made  was  to  be 
bad,  it  could  be  furnished  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  it  could  be  contracted  for  in  Eng- 
land. As  to  die  requisition  forwarded  by 
the  governor  of  Gejflon,  be  did  not  think 
that  the  responsibility  to  that  house  rested 
upon  the  governor^  but  mpon  the  ministers, 
who  wei«  bound  to  jadge  of  the  propriety 
of  acceding  to  it.  This,  tooj  he  felt  it  ne- 
cessary to  add,  that  he  had  the  fullest  re- 
liance  in.  the  capability  of  the  governor  of 
Ceylon,  and  thought  that  that  gentleman 
bad  given  proofs  of  a  strict  economy. 

Mr.  Culcraft  said,  that  he  had  only  to 
repeat  that  English  guhpowder  had  been 
sent  out  to  the  island  of  Ceylon,  upon  the 
positive  orders  of.  the  governor,  fotmded 
upon .  seasons  already  specified,  that  ap« 
peased  to  the  government  convincing. 

HOUSE   or   COMMOKS. 

'   SMiurdajff  January  10. 
.!  [MxKVTBs.];   Mr.  Hobhouse  presented 
a  pftiit^n  from  the  provost,  &c*  of  the 
city  of  £diBburgh^  praying  for  le^ye.  to 
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hno^  io  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  Leith 
Hutoor*  Refeired  to  a  committee.^-«Mr. 
Hobhouse  broog^  op  the  report  of  the 
10,5Q0,000/.  Exchequer  Bills  biU.  The 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  a  clause 
SMlded,  providing  that  the  bill  mi^t  be  a!* 
tered»amended»  or  repealed  by  any  bill  or 
bills  to  be  paused  in  the  present  session  of 
IMvliament*  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday*  Mr.  Vandttart  brought  up  the 
Malt  Duty  bill,  without  the  exceptioiM^le 
dausest  which  had  caused  the  former  bill 
to  be  thrown  out  in  the  lords,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  lord  chancellor*  It  was  read  a 
fast  time* 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 


Mandd^i  January  12. 

|AsOLinoK  OF  TBB  Slatjb  Tradb.] 
On  the  motion  of  lord  Grenville,  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  bill  for  the  Abohtion 
of  tbe  Slave  Trade  was  appointed  for  Fn«- 
^y  se'nnight,  for  which  day  the  lords  were 
ordered  to  be  summoned. 

Lord  Hawisubury  adverted  to  the  two 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  house  last  ses. 
Qion ;  the  one  declaring  that  the  Slave 
Trade  ought  to'  be  abolished;  and  the 
other,  to  address  his  majesty  to  make  spch 
communicaticms  ta  Foreign  powers  as  his 
majesty  should  deem  advisable^  with  the 
view  of  procuring  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade*  With  respect  to  the  second 
of  these  resolutions*  he  thought  the  house 
oaght  to  be  informed  of  what  had  been 
4one  in  pursuance  of  it,  or  whether  any 
thing  had  been  done.  This  information 
be  conceived  not  only  those  noble  lords 
who  were  hostile  to  the  abdlition,  but  also 
those  who  were  friendly  to  that  measure, 
would  wish  to  have.  There  were  five 
pawttZB  who  were  materially  interested  in 
lAie  Slave  Trade,  namely,  Portugal  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  Frauce,  Spain, 
and  Holland;  Dseomark  and  Sweden: had 
also  some  interest  in  the  trade*  but  it  was 
of  a  snbordinate  nature.  With  respect  to 
Spain  and  Uollaadv  he  could  readily  con- 
ceive, that  there  had  been  no  means  of 
making  apy  communication  on  the  subject 
4o.  these  powers.  As  to  France,  he  did  npt 
knowwhisther,  during  the  late  negociation 
with  the  government  of  that  country,  there 
was  any  communication  upon  this  subject 
made,  and  thi^  was  a  point  upon  which  he 
thought  the  house  ought  to  be  itiformed. 
So  ako  wrath  respect  to  tbe  United  States  of 
America^  and  Portugal,  communicatioBs 


might  have  been  made^^f  which  the  hoflSi 
ought  to  be  in  posses^ioii  previous  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill.  His  lordship 
concluded  by  moving  an  address  to  his  ma^ 
jesty,  praying  that  he  would-  be  graciously 
pleased  to  order  to  be  kd«t  before  the  housed 
copies  of' alt  communications -which  bad 
passed  between  :hi8  majesty  and  foreigii 
powers,  respecting  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  m  consequence  of  the  addree* 
of  that  house. 

Lord  OfvariU^said,  hewasnot  aware  of 
any  material  objection  to  the  noble  lord'e^ 
motion.  .  With  respect  to  Francey  the*  fao% 
was,  that  during  tbe  late  negociation  With 
the  government  of  .that  country,  comniu^ 
nications  on  this  subject  did  take  place,  to ' 
the  production  of  whieb  he- saw  no  objec* ' 
tion.  As  to  Spain  and  Holland,  the  noble 
lord  had  justly  supposed  that  no  comma** 
nications  had  taken  place*  With  respect 
to  Portugal,  it  n^as  not  thought  expedient 
to  make  any.  communiciition  on  the'Sv^ 
ject  during  the  tiegociatioa  with  France^ 
and  the  fact  was  that  none  had  since  beeu 
made«  With  respect  to  the  United  Btateft 
of  America,  communications  had  dertainly 
passed  doting  thenegociation  between  the 
plenipotentian€6  of  this  country  and  tbe 
United  States;  and  this  subject  actually 
formed  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treatf 
which  bad  *been  signed  by  those  plenipo^ 
tentiaries.  The  only  difficulty  he  had  ill 
acceding  to  the  nobie  lord's  motion  Was, 
that  this  artide  could  not  be  pr6dttced;  as 
it  was  well  known  that  a  treaty  signed  bf 
plenipotentiarie&cauld  net  regularly  be  laid 
before  parliament  imtil  raii6ed  by  the  re«> 
spective  governmetits.«^The  motion -wai 
then  agreed- to. 

HOUSE  OPK^OMMOKS*  ' 

.     •      Monday 9  Januufy  ti^^  •  ^ 

[Charges  AGAmst'MR.  Cawthcrits^ 
Genei:ai  Pm-Ur  rose  tb  •  postpbne  iiiittt 
Wednesday  se'nnight  the*  motion  of /irbicfa 
he  l»d  given  notice  for  Wednesday  tvexty 
on  the:  sut^ect  of  colonel  €awthoriife'§ 
Court  Martial^  This  poift|io»enVdnt  the 
houk  offiee*  stated  €6  bef)e<%ssary,]ismany 
memb$vt  could  noc^  InceiMeqiitec^^of  the 
quairtel-  sessions;  con vei^fitly  attend  the 
discttsbiQnofthifl[<}iiesttotf  sooner*'  ''•  •' 
Mn  CdMalo)(«^  esi^i^sM  hi(i>vH)ilhith^ 
the  hoe.'gefieral  weald  «iake-top'U«mifid 
and  detertbiae  dn&llyitw  th^'tf^de  it^eii  he 
wflto  to  brings  fe>wsiird  h'^iueititliK  -The 
hovose  would  tie  a^re^lk^w  di^^HB^^ble 
must  be^t&nf^teof  ^Bpto^ia  ^vhi«l*ki 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


49^3      P AllJL.  iD£BAT£S,  Javit Aa)r  12,  1  %Ot*''^*amiuei  dfLtfrd  fTMsiky.      (M/k 


vmtB  pIfw>Ml  (b^  having  tbe  motion  put  off 
from  tiioe.to  time.  ^«arly  ten  days  had 
Qlzeady  elapsed  since  the  hon*  general  had 
given  bis  notice,  and  it  was  not  without  sur- 
prise, -therefore,  that  ibe  foiiud  him  now 
pfofvwiog  f«inherde1a|f. 

General  J^oHer  sfl^*  that  his  ,«ply  object > 
ioiiFopofiDg'tbe  dek^  i^tas,  in  cirder  to  in-( 
soiBe  a  full  attfi90afM;e,  .which  iie  deemed 
highly  deatrahle  npun  this  ^Qccasion,  andi 
Which  could  ciotjbt;  ilooked  for  il  ftbe  dts-, 
tmaaions  weive  to^cHPCur  ]uahilerll»e4|yarte9r-' 
sessions  were  peodipg. 

^Mr.  'Cax»iimme  tli^clar^d  ibat  lie  was  msI 
anxious  as  any  man, rtbat. tbe, discussion  of^ 
the  case  aliuckd  to  should  have  as  fuU  an 
aitendanoe  us  possible;  for  yrithout  any 
seiei^e^ce  to  hi^iself,  bethought  it  involved 
a.  q^^stion  of  very  great  moment;  Putting 
CTitirely  out  of  view  tbe  coBsidenation  oi 
hj9Jdipg  any  fnember  of  that  hovee,  ora,ny 
pei;so^8  w]^tever  whose  character  was  im. 
plicated,  ope  moment  move  than  was  in- 
cUspeiifAbly  necessary  in  a  state  of  suspence, 
he  subipitted  to  tbe  candour  and  judge- 
meat  gf  tbe  house,  whether  there  was  not 
aottetbhogip  the  course  of  this  proceeding 
which  JMS(ified  complaint.  The  hon.  gent, 
gave  notice  •of  this  proceeding,  in  the  first 
instance,  in  a  w^y  certainly  iiiery  unusual, 
at  a  Mfoe.wh^  tlie  members  were  very 
little  likely  to  b^ve  .any  knowledge  of  it, 
luupely,  after  jLhe  debate  bad  closed  on 
TueS(4ay. morning,  and  after  almost  all  the 
ne^bers  bad  retired.  Not  a  word  of  it 
appeared  in  the  Jtuorning  papers,  in  which 
accounts  of  tbe  proceedings  of  that  house 
generally  rBippeared :  and  if  it  were  not  for 
some  geiitlemen  who  iHippeued  to  perceive 
the  insertion  of  this  notice  in  tbe  book 
upon  the  tat>le,  the  thing  would  have  been 
very  little  known  indeed. 

General  Porter  repeat^  tbe  grounds 
which  induced  him  to  postpone  his  motion ; 
acldrng,  that  be  would  certainly  bring  for- 
ward the  motion  upon  Wednesday  se'n 
night. 

[CONDWCT  OF  LoKDWELLEStBY.]  Lord 

Tolkettme  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
move,  on  that  day  fortnight,  for  tbe  re-^rint- 
iag  of  certain  papers  which  bad  been  print- 
ed last  session,  relative  to  tbe  Oude  charge 
exhibited  against  marquis  Wellesley. 

Lord  Howick  expressed  a  wish  to  know 
from  the  noble  lord,  with  what  view  he  pro- 
posed to  bring  forward  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice,  and  what  was  tlie  na- 
ture of  tbe  measure  he  meant  to  found 
upon  the  papers  to  which  hi*  notice  refiu^red? 

Vol..  VIII. 


Lord  Fjolkestone  replied,  that  his  motion 
would  refer  to  the  re-printing  of  the  seve- 
ral papers  connected  with  tbe  Oude  charge; 
namely,  numbers  3,  4,  and  5.  With  re* 
spect  to  any  subsequent  proceeding,  be  be- 
lieved that  none  was  likely  to  be  taken  for 
some  time.  Tlie  House  was  aware  that  the 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Paull)  with  whom  this  bu- 
siness originated  was  now  a  petitioner,  and 
untiLthat  petition  was  -decided^  it  was  not 
intended  to  ground  any  measure  upon  the 
p6pers  to  which  this  notice  related.  But 
yet,  to  prevent  any  delay  hereafter,  it  waff 
thought  expedient  that  tho^e  documents 
should  be  fully  before  the  bouse,' in  order 
tliat,  if  tbe  bon.  gent,  already  alluded  to 
should  be  in  a  situation  to  prosecute  this 
important  enquiry,  be  might  be  enabled  tx> 
proceed  at  once,  unimpeded  by  the  pro- 
crastmatiou  which  tlie  printing^  of  papeiS 
upon  this  subject  bad  ao  often  produced  ia 
the  course  of  the  last  parliament;  and  in 
order  also  that  if  Mr.  Paull  should  not  be 
iu  a  situation  to  follow  up  this  business,  he 
himself  (lord  Folkestone),  or  some  more 
competent  person,  might  be  furnished  with 
the  means  of  proceeding  upon  it.  The 
noble  lord  concloded  with  expressing  e 
belief  that  he  had  fully  replied  to  the  en« 
quiry  of  the  noble  secretary  of  state,  and 
expressed  a  readiness  to  atlbrd  any  f\irther 
information  in  bis  power  upon  the  subject* 

Lord 'ffovicA:  apprehended  that  the  rea* 
sons  stated  by  tbe  noble  lord  could  not  be 
coDsldered  asufficientpaHiamentary  ground 
for  tbe  proposition  he  professed  to  have  in 
view^  It  did  indeed  appear  to  him  quite 
without  precedent  to  make  a  motion  for 
the  production  and  printing  of  certaia 
papers  upon  which  the  mover  did  not  state 
that  any  .direct  proceed iilg  was  to  be  instil 
tuted,  but  merely  upon  the  chance  that 
another  gentleman  not  a  member  of  •  that 
house,  niigbt  ground  some  proceeding  upon 
them.  This,  however,  he  felt  was  not  tbe 
proper  tioie  to  argue  the  question  ;  but  he 
could  not  help  observing,  that  the  course 
proposed  must  be  attended  with  extreme 
hardship  to  the  party  concerned  in  tlte 
case  to  which  the  notice  referred,  for 
that  house  was  to  be  called  on  to  promote 
the  circulation  of  the  most  severe  attacks 
upon  the  character  of  the  noble  person  aU* 
luded  to.  The  effects  of  such  publications 
were  easily  to  be  estimated,  aud  he  would 
submit  whether  they  could  he  in  fairness 
acceded  to,  witliout  any  precise  statement 
that  a  parliamentary  measure  wo^ild  be 
founded  upon  them,  or  witliptit  air;  de&* 
I     2F 
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oitipn  of  the  statement  of  such  measures. 
The  noble  mover  did  not  say  that  any 
farther  parliamentary  proceeding  would  be 
taken  upon  those  papers ;  but  merely  that 
it  might;  and  really  he  could  not  think 
that  a  sunicient  ground  for  the  noble  lord's 
intended  motion. 

.  Lord  Folkestone  was  aware  that  this  was 
not  the  proper  time  for  any  argument  upon 
the  subject ;  but  he  would,  with  the  leave 

.of  the  bouse,  make  a  further  reply  to  the 
noble  secretary  of  state*  The  object  of 
the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
could  not  be  fairly  supposed  to  involve  any 
harshness  towards  lord  Wellesley,  as  the 
noble  secretary  of  state  stated,  any  farther 
than  as  it  professed  to  assist  and  facilitate 
the  enquiry  respecting  that  noble  lord's 
induct.  But  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
seemed  to  imagine,  that  there  was  some 
probability  the  enquiry  might  be  relin- 
quished, and  that  therefore  the  documents 
his  motion  would  relate  to,  might  not  be 
necessary.  Of  this,  however,  he  could 
assure  the  noble  secretary,  that  the  enquiry 
would  certainly  be  persisted  in ;  for  if  no 
other  person  should  offer,  he  ];^edged  him- 
selfy  if  a  member  of  parliament,  to  follow 
it  up.  The  papere  he  had  described  were, 
the  noble  lord  observed,  laid  before  the 

'  bouse  hist  session,  and  tberefora  there 
could  be  no  just  obiection  to  their  being 
re  printed,  particularly  as  the  enquiry 
would  be  proceeded  in*  Indeed,  if  the 
bon.  gent,  who  originally  brought  it  for 

/  ward  should  not  be  enabled  from  his  pre- 
sence in  that  house  .to  prosecute  it,  be 
would,  rather  than  let  it  drop,  take  it  up 
himself.  Those  papers  would  not,  there- 
fore, be  suffered  to  lie  dormant  on  the 
table.  It  was  for  no  such  purpose  that 
he  intended  to  move  fc^r  them.  They 
virere,  indeed,  already  in  the  hands  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  members,  and  in  general 
circulation;  but  in  order  to  satisfy  the  forms 
pf  the  house,  it  was  necefsary  to  hftvethem 
again  laid  on  the  table,  and  re^printed, 
before  any  parliamentary  proceeding  could 
be  founded  upon  them.  Whether  his  mo- 
tion for  this  purpose  should  be  agreed  to 
or  not,  he  could  not  guess.  He  did  not 
indeed  anticipate  the  opposition  manifest- 
ed by  the  noble  secretary.  But  whether 
that  opposition  should  be  persisted  in  or 
not,    whatever    the  fate  of   his    motion 

•  ipight  be,  that  motion  would  certainly  be 
made,  and  the  enquiry  to  which  it  rela- 
ted as  certainly  prosecuted. 

•  .  [Qajc  Bakx^  Bill.]  Lord  Folhsiene  pre- 


iBented  a  petition  from  the  Tanners  of  Loih' 
don  against  the  Oak  Bark  bill.— UpoR 
the  motion  being  made  for  its  lying  on 
the  table,' 

Lord  Temple  stated,  that  hehad,npon  die 
subject  Of  this  petition,  taken  occasion  to 
communicate,  as  his  duty  presented  tahini, 
with  the  tanners  of  London,  among  vrhoai  he 
found  some  considerable  alarm  prevailed,  re- 
lative to  the  bill  before  the  house.  But 
the  result  of  this  communication  senred 
fully  to  convince  his*  mind ^  that  that  alarm 
was  not  well  founded.  Such  indeed  was- 
his  opinion,  even  before  tbe^  conference 
took  place.  But  still  he  felt  it  not  only  his 
duty,  but  his  inchnation,  to  consult  any 
class  of  men  interested  in  a  question  of 
this  nature ;  to  consider  their  opinions,  to 
examine  theii'  objections,  and  even  to  pay 
attention  to  their  prejudices.  He  would 
therefore  propose  to  allow  full  titnefor  en« 
quiring  farther  upon  this  subject,  in  order 
tliat  the  grounds  upon  which  the  petitioners 
rested  their  objections  to  the  bill  before  the 
house  might  be  amply  investigated.  For- 
that  purpose  he  would  inove,  that  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill  should  be  post- 
poned till  this  day  fortnight.  In  the  in* 
terim  the  case  might  be  diligently  examin-* 
ed ;  and  as  the  Oak  Bark  trade  was  Sus- 
pended, at  least  until  May,  no  injuty  could 
result  from  the  proposed  delay,  to  tliose 
concerned  for  the  carrying  of  the  bill»*-^The 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  lord  Temple's  motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  on  this  day  fortnight 
was  agreed  to. 

[{rx«h  EtccTTOir  Bill.]  Sir  John  ^mc 
port  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  amending  the 
act  of  the  42d  of  his  present  majesty, '  for 
regulating  the  trial  of  contested  elections 
in  Ireland.  Th6  right  hon.  baronet  ob- 
served, that  there  were  several  provisiona 
in  this  act  which  he  proposed  to  alter,  and 
which  were  of  such  a  nature  as  the  house 
must  feel  admitted  of  no  delay  that  could 
be  consistently  avoided  in  passing  the  bill 
which  he  had  felt  it  hisduty  tobringforward. 
There  were'some  points  in  the  act  he  pro- 
posed to  amend,  which  he  thought  it  right 
to  mention  to  the  house,  as  proofs  of  the 
necessity  that  existed  for  such  amendment. 
In  the  act  referred  to,  there  was  a  provi- 
sion for  swearing  the  commissioners' ap- 
pointed in  Ireland  to  examine  evidence, 
&c.  upon  the  subject  of  electioti  petitions; 
but  strange  as  it  might  seem,  there  was  no 
provision  for  swearing  the  clerks  who  acted 
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under  suclr  commission.  This  omission, 
which  he  meant  to  supply,  was  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings depended  on  the  accuracy  of  these 
clerks,  upon  whose  written  statement  of 
the  evidence  taken  before  them,  the  com- 
mittees of  that  house  were  to  ground  their 
decisions  ;  therefore  such  clerks  might 
have  it  in  their  power,  by  the  suppression, 
or  substitution  of  a  single  word,  to  defeat 
the. whole  proceedings  upon  an  election 
petition.  Another  point  in  the  act  he  pro- 
posed to  amend  was  this  :  according  to  that 
act,  no  man  could  be  a  member  of  a  com- 
mission to  enquire  into  the  merits  of  any 
election  at  which  he  had  voted.  But  this 
prohibition  he  proposed  to  extend  to  those 
also  who  were  entitled  to  vote  at  such 
election :  and  that  he  thought  necessary 
to  answer  the  object  of  the  former  provi- 
sion ;  for,  as  the  law  stood,  a  man  entitled 
to  vote  had  only  to  decline  voting,  in  order 
to  qualify  himself  to  become  a  commis*> 
sioner,  as  was  often  the  case  in  consequence 
of  compromise  with  some  of  the  candi- 
dates. Thus  the  spirit  of  the  law  was 
evaded.  But  this  evasion  was  not  conti. 
ned  to  the  commissioners ;  it  extended  also 
to-  the  clerks,  and  therefore  to  them  also 
he  should  extend  the  proposed  prohibition. 
There  was  another  new  provision  which 
be  thought  it  necessary  to  introduce  into 
the  bill  he  should  have  the  honour  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  house,  the  object  of  which 
would  be  to  remove  doubts  eitisting  as  to  the 
power  of  a  committee  of  that  house  to  call 
for  the  production  of  any  books  or  other 
documents  which  might  have  been  l^d  be- 
fore the  commission  in  Ireland.  Another 
amendment  he  had  to  propose,  would  relate 
to  the  expence  of  clerks.  At  present 
Irhey  were  alio  wed  at  the  rate  of  sixpence  fbr 
every  72  words,  which  gave  them  an  interest 
io  protracting  the  enquiry ;  and  it  had  hap« 
peued  that  such  protraction  had  extended 
9o  far,  that  although  the  receipt  of  the 
commissioners,  who  were  barristers,  did 
Bot  exceed  200/.,  that  of  the  clerks 
amounted  to  no  less  than  aOO/.  But  it 
was  his  intention  to  reduce  the  allowance 
to  the  clerks  from  6d.  to  3d.  for  every  72 
words,  which  would  of  course  reduce  their 
interest  in  the  protraction  of  the  pro* 
ceeding^.  The  last  point  of  the  proposed 
change  the  right  hon.  baronet  stated  to  be 
the  natural  result  of  a  case  which  had  oc- 
curred in  Ireland,  where  between  3  and 
400  voters,  forming  almost  the  whole  of 
those  who  had  poUed  at  the  election,  bad 


been  olgected  to,  aad  of  cocirie  taken  tf> 
attend  the  commitsioo  at  a  eonsiderable 
expence  to  the  party  intHested,  altbaugb 
not  more  than  50  or  €p  Qf  those  votea 
had  ever  been  enquired  tbte  at.all.  The. 
remedy  he  should  propose  for  thil  efil 
would  be,  that  when  a  party  objected  to 
any  voters,  the  speeifie  grovtids  of  the  ob- 
jection shall  be  stated,  and  unless  such  ob*  , 
jection  be  sustained  by  evidence,  it  shall  be 
declared  frivolous  and  vexatious  by  the  • 
commission,  and  the  party  advancing  stieb 
frivolous  and  vexatious  objection  obliged 
to  pay  the  expence  incurred  in  consequence 
by  his  opponent.  This  provision,  he  be«* 
lieved,  would  serve  to  diminish,  if  not  to 
remove,  an  evil  too  often  practised,  aad 
which  the  spirit  of  litigation  only  could 
prompt  men  to  inflict  upon  their  adver- 
saries .-^Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill. 

[Military  Establishments  or  the» 
CooNTRY.]  Lord C<w^/freagA, in  pursuance 
of  the  notice  which  he  had  given  on  a  for*- 
mer  day,  rose  to  submit  his  motions  to 
the  house.  It  was  a  satisfaction  to  him  tcr 
find  that  no  objection  wets  likely  to  be  made- 
to  the  production  of  any  of  th^  returns  for 
which  he  proposed  to  move.  It  jrould  un« 
questionably  be  more  sati^actory  to  tlie^ 
house,  that  no  argument  should  be  pro- 
duced upon*  the  subject  to  which  his  mo*' 
tions  referred,  until  the  documents  he  was 
to  call  for  should  be  before  the  house.  It 
was,  therefore,  not  his  intention  to  submit 
any  reasoning  to  the  house  open  the  ques- 
tion in  the  present  stage.  He  should  con- 
fine himself  to  a  short  statement  of  the 
points  upon  which  he  desired  information, 
and  to  which  his  several  motions  would  go* 
The  first  point  upon  which  he  thought -it 
necessary  to  call  for  information,  was  the 
actual  state  of  the  army,  regulars,  and  mi- 
litia. His  first  motion,  therefore,  would 
be  for  a  return  of  the  present  actual  Effec- 
tive strength  of  the  regular  army,  the  mili- 
tia, and  the  artillery,  up  to  the  latest  pe- 
riod when  returns  had  been  made,  and  at 
tlie  end  of  every  month  from  the  first  of 
March  1806,  inclusive.  By  this  return 
the  house  would  be  Enabled  to  judge  how 
far  the  army  had  undergone  any  increase 
or  diminution  of  its  effective  strength 
within  that  period.  The  next  point  upon 
which  be  proposed  to  move  for  informa- 
tion, was  with  respect  to  the  sources,  from 
which  the  supply  for  keeping  up  the  strength 
of  the  army,  was  derived.  By  this  reiurn 
the -house  would  be  able^  to  form  some 
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ton,  it  would  sot  be  very  eligible  to  put  it 
into  operation,  even  if  every  thing  was 
ready.  The  noble  lord  seemed  anxious  for 
CO  ies  of  tbe  proceedings  under  this  mea^ 
sure,  and  returns  of  the  enrolments.  But 
lie  could  inform  tbe  noble  1  rd,  that  that 
part  of  the  process  bad  already  been  gone 
through,  and  that  nothing  remained  to  be 
done  but  the  apportionment,  which  had 
even  already  been  begun.  The  act  had 
left  the  government  a  discretionary  power, 
as  to  its  execution  according  to  circum- 
stances,  and  consequently  justified  fully 
their  conduct  respecting  this  measure.  This 
was  all  he  had  thought  necessary  to  say,  in 
consequence  of  the  observations  of  the 
noble  lord,  nor  should  be  have  said  so 
moch,  if  the  noble  lord  had  not  made  some 
allosion  to  a  motion  for  military  enquiry  in 
consequence  of  the  measures  with  which 
the  house  had  recently  been  engaged,  and 
vhich  had  been  recommended  by  him.  The 
Boble  lord  might  certainly  have  felt  tbe 
necessity  of  such  enquiry,  from  the  conse- 
quence of  those  measures  in  which  he  had 
so  large  a  share. — The  motion  was  then 
agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS.* 

TuesdiM/i  January  15« 
[MwuTES.]  On  the  motion  of  sir  F. 
Vane,  tl)e  order  for  taking  into  considera- 
lioo  On  Tuesday,  the  !?Oth  instant,  the  Pe» 
tition  complaining  of  an  undue  return  for 
the  Borough  of  Tregony  was  discharged,and 
•  new  order  made  for  Tuesday,  the  ^Ztbinst. 
—The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read 
Ibr  the  house  going  into  a  committee  on 
^e  Malt  Duty  bill,  it  was  ordered,  on  the 
notion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  that  it  be  an  in- 
struction to  the  said  committee  to  receive 
WL  clause  of  credit^  and  a  clause  to  make 
good  certain  deficiencies.  The  bill  then 
passed  through  a  committee,  in  which  these 
clauses  were  introduced  and  agreed  to. 

[Conduct  OF  Lord  Wellesley.]  Mr. 
Welksley  Pole  adverting  to  a  notice  given 
by  a  noble  lord  yesterday  (lord  Folkestone), 
of  a  motion  on  Monday  se'nnight,  for  re- 
printing the  papers  relating  to  the  Oude 
Charge,  declared  that  when  the  notice  was 
given  he  understood  that  the  noble  lord 
meant  to  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  pa- 
pers in  his  motion.  He  had  since  been 
told,  that  in  answer  te  a  question  put  by 
one  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  the  noble 
lord  had  expressed  his  intention  of  calling 
for  the  re-printing  of  Nos.  3, 4,  and  6  only. 
He  therefore  rose  to  give  noticci  that  as 


soon  as  tht  noble  lord's  moUofi  should  be 
disposed  of,  be  should  move  for  the  reprint- 
ing of  the  whole  papers,  including  the 
piinted  evidence.  He  would  not  pretend 
to  anticipate  tbe  judgment  of  the  house  on 
the  noble  lord's  motion,  but  justice  to  his 
noble  relation,  who  was  the  ultimate  ob* 
ject  of  it,  demanded,  that  if  the  proposal 
for  printing  a  part  of  these  papers  should 
be  acceded  to,  the  rest  ought  to  be  drcul*- 
ted  in  the  same  manner. 

HOUSE  of  COMIfOVS. 

Wednndaji^  January  14* 

IMiwtTTBS.]  Sir  J.  Newport  brought  op  a 
,  to  ameod  the  Act  of  the  4td  of  bis 
present  majesty,  for  regulating  the  trials 
of  Controverted  Elections,  or  retnms  of 
members  to  serve  b  parliaoieat  for  Ire- 
land; which  was  read  a  first  time»—- 
The  Secretary  at  War  presented  the 
Army  Estimates  for  the  present  year,  and 
a  copy  of  tbe  warrant  for  fixing  certain  al- 
lowances and  pensions,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Act  46  Geo.  III.  These  papers  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed^ 
He  then  gave  notice,  that,  on  Friday  se'n- 
night, he  would  move  those  estimates  in 
the  committee  of  Supply.  Mr.  Perceval 
wished  to  know  whether  the  papers  moved 
for  on  a  former  night,  by  a  noble  lord, 
not  now  present  (Castlereagb,)  with  a  view 
to  tbe  elucidation  of  the  state  of  our  Mi. 
litary  Estaislishments  would  be  ready  be-* 
fore  that  day.  The  Secretary  at  War  con- 
ceived the  papers  now  presented,  might  in 
a  great  measure  afford  the  information  tbe 
noble  lord  wished  for. 

[American  Tkbatt.]  General  Gaseqyne 
rose,  and  observed,  that  he  thought  it  his 
d  uty  to  ask  the  noble  lord  opposi  te  (Howick) 
a  question,  if  tbe  house  would  so  far  in- 
dulge him.  It  was  of  the  last  importance 
to  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the 
country  in  general,  and  in  particular  to  that 
town  which  he  represented,  that  some 
explanation  should  be  given  of  the  situa. 
tion  in  which  we  stood  with  respect  to 
America.  It  wais  necessary  to  give  publi- 
city to  the  question  and  the  answer,  other- 
wise he  would  have  been  satisfied  with  a 
private  explanation.  A  letter  bad  appear- 
ed in  the  public  papers,  with  bis  lordship's 
name  to  it,  from  which  it  appeared  that  a 
Tredty  of  Amity,  Navigation,  and  Corn* 
merce,  had  been  signed  between  this 
country  and  America,  by  commissioners 
respectively  authorized  by  both  govern* 
meats.    The  i^ohle  lord-  had  left  it  veiy 
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doobtfiil  whether  the  late  prohibitory  de- 
cree had  met  with  any  alteration?  whether 
Ihe  congress  had  aJBsembled,  or  whether 
the  president  had  any  power  to  alter  the 
provisions  of  the  decree?  The  consequence 
wasy  that  merchants  were  left  entirely  in 
the  dark,  whether  or  not  they  might  with 
aafety  export  those  articles  that  had  been 
prohibited.    This  was  a  state  of  suspence 
that  ought  if  possible  to  be  removed.    He 
did  not  ask  about  the  terms  of  the  treaty; 
he  knew  any  such  question  would  be  pre- 
mature.   But  if  his  lordship  meant  to  say, 
Uiat  these  goods  might  be  exported  with- 
out danger,  explanation  was  required,  for 
he  had  not  been.exphcit.    If  he  meant  to 
^7  that  they  could  not  be  exported  with 
safety,  explanation  was  still  requisite,  for 
he  had  bc«n  explicit  neither  on  the  one 
point  nor  on  the  other.    He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that .  the  noble  lord  would  have  no 
objection  to  remove  all  doubt  on  this  sub- 
ject, by  giving  a  full  expUuiation  of  his 
meaning.    This  was  material,  as  the  note 
la  questiofi   had    created   much  anxiety 
««ong  the  commercial  and  manufacturing 
intejnesU  of  the-country- 
<  Lord  Hawick  would  be  glad  to  be  able 
tp  answer  any  question  which  was  stated  to 
be  of  importance  to  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  country. 
How  £ir  the  hon.  general  might  think  ex- 
planation necessary,  he  did  know,  but  the 
bouse  would  immediately  see  that  his  ques- 
tion, if  he  rightly  understood  it,  was  one 
which  he  could  not  possibly  answer.    TTie 
hon.  general  bad  said,  that  a  considerable 
iinpreasion  had  been  created  among  the 
comtaercial  and  .manufacturing  interests  of 
the  nation  by  the  note  which  he  had  writ- 
tea.     How  any  impression  should   have 
been  conveyed  by  that  beyond  the  simple 
^t,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive.    He 
had  merely  stated  the  simple  fact,  that  a 
Treaty  of  a  certain  description  had  been 
•igned  by  the  respective  commissioners. 
What  was  to  follow  upon  that,  he  could  not 
take  upon  him  to  say.    It  would  be  im- 
proper at  present  to  go  any  farther  than 
the  bare  fact.    He  had  stated,  that  there 
was  such  a  treaty,  leaving  it  to  others,  to 
draw  such  a  conclusion  as  they  should  see 
fit.    In  this,  ho  we  vet,  as  in  all  treaties,  the 
most  obvious   infenence   would  be,    that 
since  it  was  sign^  by  persons  duly  autho- 
rised, it  would  in  due  time   be  ratified. 
If  there  was  such   a  treaty,  aud  the.  iu- 
frrence  was  that  it  would  be  ratified,   H 
might  naturally  be  concluded  thai  the  .pro- 


hibitioDs  would  be  taken  off.    ^at  all  that 
he  could  take  upon  him  to  say  at  preseat 
was,  that  there  was  a  treaty  of  amity,  com^ 
mei-ce,  &c.  as  he  had  stated  in  his  letter. 
He  could  only  communicate  the  fact,  lea- 
ving it  U>  others  to  draw  such  inferences  aa 
the  fact  might  appear  to  them  to  warrant. 
A  learned  gent.  (Mr^  Perceval)  the  other 
night  had  adverted  to   this  treaty,  and 
seemed  desirous  to  know  whether  we  had 
bound  ourselves  down  to  a  particular  eys^ 
tem  of  action  with  regard  to  the  Americaa 
and  Neutral  Navigation  and  Commerce,  or 
whether  his  majesty  had  reserved  to  him^ 
self  a  right  to  proceed  as  far.as  was  ne* 
cessary  to  counteract  the  designs  of  the 
enemy,  b^  using    means    equally  seveie 
against  his  commerce  as  he  used  against 
ours.    He  had  no  objection  to  answer  that 
question.    His  majesty  had  reserved  to 
himself  a  right  to  proceed  with  as  much  ri- 
gour against  the  French  commerce  as  the 
chief  of  the  French  government  had  em- 
ployed against  us.    This  was  a  right  which 
he  hoped  hk  majesty  would  always  reserve 
to  himself.     Nothing  had  been  (^ven  up 
therefore  on  that  point  by  the  treaty  with 
America. 

HOUSE  or  COMMOirS. 
Thursday^  January  15. 
[Minutes.]  On  taking  the  chair,  the 
speaker  acquainted  the  bouse,  that  he  bad 
received  a  letter  from  the  right  hon.  W« 
Wickham,  which  stated,  that  having  been 
returned  for  the  borough  of  Mid  hurst,  and 
the  borough  of  Callington,  he  had  made 
his  election  to  serve  for  the  borough  of 
Callington.  It  also  stated,  that  illness  was 
the  cause  of  his  not  having  made  this  in- 
timation within  the  time  specified  in  the 
orders  of  the  house. — A  new  writ  was  or- 
dered for  the  borough  of  Blechingley,  in 
the  room  of  J.  Dupre  Porcher,  esq.  who, 
since  his  election,  had  accepted  the  Chil<« 
tern  Hundreds. — ^The  Malt  Duty  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. — Mr.  Van- 
si  ttart  presented  the  Barrack  Estimates 
and  gave  notice,  that  on  Wednesday  next 
he  would  move  them  in  the  committee  of 
supply.— A.  message  from  the  lords  an- 
nounced their  lordships'  assent  to  the  Ex- 
chequer Bills  bill. — Mr.  Perceval  gave  no- 
tice, that  he  would  to-morrow  move  for  an 
humble  address  to  be  presented  to  his  ma- 
jesty, praying  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  cause  a  copy  of  the  order  of 
council  of  the  7th  of  January  relative  to 
Neutpils,  .to  be  laid  ou  the  talle  of  tlie 
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<m  Tuesday  next,  be  would  profx>8e  to  the 
l^eeo  to  come  to  e  sewlvtiott,  that  the  ex« 
teat  of  the  uippliet,  during  the  war,  ba^ 
'viog  caused  great  bttrthens  to  be  imposed 
upou  the. people,  a  committee  should  be 
i^pointed  to  enquire  into  the  praoticabi. 
lity  of  a  reduction  ef  those  burtbeoa,  by  the 
abolition  of  sinecure  oilioes,  places,  pen- 
sions, &c.  and  also  by  the  leduclion  of  ex-' 

.  orbitant  ifecfs.— -On  tlie  anotion  of  sir  J.' 
NewpX>Tt,  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
of  enquiry  ia  Ireland,  was  entesed  as  read. 
He  then  observed,  that  it  appeared  by  that 
report  that  many  offices  in  the  customs  oi* 
Ireland  bad  become  useless,  and  that  others 
bad  been  converted  to  sinecures,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  subsequent  eatablishment  of 
other  offices,  by  whirh  their  business- was 
transacted*  The  commissioners  recom- 
mended, that  5g  offices  should  be  entirely 
abolished,  and  that  26  sbould  be  thither 
abolkthed  by  being  consolidated  with  other 
oflii:es,  or  so  regulated  as  to  become  bene- 
ficial to  the  public  service.  In  the  d#th 
of  hia*  present  majesty,  a  similar  report 
bad  been  made,  in  consequence  of  which  a 
reform,  such  as  that  which  be  meant  to 
propose,  had  taken  place.  Without  fur* 
ther  preface,  therelbre,  he  should  move, 
that  leave  be  given  to  bripg  in  a  bill  to  abo- 
lish certain  offices,  and  to  regulate  certain 
Other  offices  in  the  customs  of  Irdand. 
Leave  granted.— The  46*th  of  the  king, 
commonly  called  the  Corn  Intercourse  act, 
having  been  entered  as  read,  sir  J.  New- 
port, intimating  that  considerable  doubts 
bad  arisen  in  some  quarters  as  to  the  ope- 
ration  of  Uie  act,  and  an  interpretation 
hating  been  given  to  it  which  was  by  no 
means  intended,  gave  notice,  that  he  would 

^  to-morrow  move  th^t  the  act  -shoeld  be 
taken  into  consideration  by  a  committee 
of  tbe  whole  bouse.  Uta  object  was,  that 
the  sense  of  the  act  should  be  declared, 
and  that  it  should  be  shewn  that  it  applied 
to  tbe  gross  produce  and  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain  and  Irelaud  alone^  and  not 
to  those  of  foreign  countries. 

HOUSE  O?   CDBItorRS. 

Friday,  Januarif  1/, 
[Minutes.]  The  deputy  usher  of  the 
black  rod  appeared,  and  required  t^e  im^ 
mediate  attendance  of  the  house,  in  the 
house  of:  peers,  to  hear  a  commission;  refid. 
The  speaker  and  several  members,  accosd- 
iogly  attended.  On  tlieir  reti^m,  the  speak- 
ei:  ipfosmed  thehoaae,  thatibe 'iQiecle,^  aw^ 


Ihorised  bgr  Im  I 

signified  tiie  voyal  aesent  to<lhe  EaGcheqiier 
BiUsliiH.— The  apedw  iko  ioftMrmed  the 
house,   that  te  had  aeeeived  iiom  lAir. 
Bouduur,  tbe  dopn^detk.  of  the  crown  in 
Ireland,  a  return  ol  iianritters,  t|ualilfied  to 
act  as  commisaionen  under  the  Xleetiott 
act.«-*The  speaker  likewise  intfmnied  the 
house,  that  the  foHowmg  persona  bami^ 
preaensed  petittoaa  on  the  tst  of  Jannarjp, 
complaining  ef  undue  fecorna  for  the  pla- 
ces onnexed,  and  not  liaviug  enteved  m1» 
the*  recogniaunees  .prescribed  by  the  Mlii 
of  his  present  majes^j  he  hud  caused  ^lo 
orders  ibr  taking  such  petiliona  iiito  o<msi* 
rIcratioB  to  be  diacharged:    W.  Baker, 
Newcastlepkuider-Line^fiir  J.  £.  Urown, 
county  of  Mayo  ;eir  C.  Sa9rtenteedH«#Mft- 
verie,    Midmshioiiy;   saveiiA  bmyssaS'  ef 
Malasbury ;  T.  Stary^and  etkeas,  teeaMa 
of   Uythe.'-^Ue  also  ohaarved,  4bet  fll-, 
thoogk  no  ♦fe<*ogBiaaocciMi>>^keca  euterod 
into  on  tbeyoint  petition  of  air  C.  Saxtoo 
and  C.  H.  Boavetie,  es^.  -  yet  that,  vtsth 
regacd  to  a  sepasale  petitloo  fwea  one  ai 
those  parties, 'the.£ame>had'beencomplied 
with,  and  consequently,  that  the  ovder  for 
taking    that    petition   into  eoosidecation 
would  remain  on  the  joumi|la«-^n  the 
motion  of  lord  Castlereagh»it  was  ordeved, 
that  the  abstract  of  the  army  estiaurtes^far 
.lg07,  presented  by  tbe  ssctetery  at  war 
on  tbe  1 4th  inst.,be  priated.«-'On  tkenso- 
tion  of  Mr.  Grenville,  it  waa  ordeaed,  tki^ 
there  be  laki  before  the  house  an  esCinwate 
of-the  debt  of  bis  majesty's  narvy,  as  it  stood 
on  tbe  30th  of   Septenbec,  UQ&    The 
right  hon.  gent,  imraediotely  psesanfeed  the 
above-mentioned  cstinaete,   and  gsnre  tio- 
tice,  that  he  would  madce  a  motion  on  the 
subject  in  the  committee  of  supply,  en  Fri- 
day nexU    H^  added,  that  it  waa  also  hi» 
intention,  oo  that  day,  to  move  for  an  adi* 
ditional  number  of  seamen  to  those,  alreftc^ 
voted :  1:70,000  had  been  ahready  voted  : 
he  meant  to  propose  a  vote  of  an  addition^ 
al  10,000.— On   the  motion  of  lord  H< 
Petty,  there  was  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  bouse  a  return  of  the  elective  number 
of  VQlunteers,on  the  1st  of  January,  1805.—* 
Mr.  C.  Wynne  obtained  leme  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  continuing  the  act  of  the  44tk  of 
the  king,  empoeeriog  Ms  majesty  to  accept 
the  extended*  services  of  volunteers  from 
the  militia  of  Ireland.    This  act  had  hi*- 
tberto  only  remained  in  force  from  year  to 
year.     His  object  waa^  to  cennnue  it  duf- 
ring  tbe  war.    He  then  broagtit  up  the  bill, 
which  was  read  »  first  time.  Mr.  Bidduipb 
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o]:>t^iqefi  lesive  to  withdraw  b^s  motion  re- 
lative to  sinecures,  &c.  with  a  declaration 
that  he  would  bring  it  forward  on  some  future 
day, — l^irj .Newport  broughtinabill  for  abo- 
lishing .certain  oftces  in  the  Customs  o( 
Iceland,  and  for  abolishing  and  regulating.' 
certain  other  offices;  which  was  read  a  first 
jtimjp.  Qq  moving  that  it  be  read  a  second, 
time,  sir  J,  Newport  took  occasion  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  recommendations  of  the 
commissioners  of  enquiry  (as  far  as  it  de- 
pended on  the  executive  government  of 
Ireland)  had  either  been  already  carried 
into  effect  or  would  speedily  be  so.  The 
principal  of  these  recommendations  was 
connprised  in  the  bill  before  the  bouse; 
and  two  or  three  others  of  a  minor  de- 
scriptiop,  would  be  submitted  to  the  house 
in  the  course  of  the  session. — On  the  mo- 
tion of  sir  J..  Newport,  the  house  went 
into  a  committee  to  consider  the  act  of  the 
46tjb  of  his  present  majesty,  commonly 
called  the  Grain  Intercourse  act.  He  ob- 
served, that  he  had  yesterday  stated  the 
object  he  had  in  view.  From  the  gene- 
rality of  the  wording  of  the  act,  consider- 
able doubts  had  been  entertained  whether 
it  dii  not  extend  to  a  point  which  was  not 
in  the  contemplation  of  those  by  whom  it 
had  been  proposed.  He  meaat  to  the  in- 
trodyction  of  foreign  corn  and  flour 
through  the  circuitous  medium  of  one 
country  to  another.  He  now,  therefore, 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  decla- 
ring that  certain  provisions  of  the  act  of 
last  3ession,  which  related  to  the  inter- 
course of  every  species  of  grain  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  should  extend 
to  grain,  the  produce  of  those  conatries 
only.  In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr. 
Bagwell,  as  to  the  operation  of  the  act  on 
malt,  sir  J.  Newport  declared,  that  it 
did  not  apply  at  all  to  malt.  By  some  er- 
ror, the  word  malt,  had  crept  into  the  pre- 
amble of.  the  bill,  but  had  never  been  in- 
troduced into  any  of  the  enactments.; — 
The  house  having  been  resumed,  the  re- 
port was  received,  and  leave  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill  accordingly. — Lord  Folkestone 
presented  a  petition,  praying  for  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  time  for  entering  into  a  re- 
cognizance in  the.  case  of  the  Milbourne 
pojt- election.  The  ground  of  this  motion 
was  that  the  agent  for  the  petitioner,  a 
country  attorney,  did  not  know  of  the  orr 
der  of  the  house  requiring  a  notice  to  be 
gi^en  to  the  sitting  member,  of  the  time 
when,  the  recognizance  was  to  be  entered 
into  by  the  petitioner.  He  b^d  in  his 
Vol..  VIII. 


band  another  petition,  stating,  that  the  at- 
torney had  not  received  the  speaker's  or- . 
der  till  the  14th  of  this  month,  owing  to 
its  not  being  sent  by  the  messenger,  though 
the  attorney  had  left  directions  for  that 
purpose.  He  moved  that  the  time  be  en- 
larged to  Wednesday  next.  The. speaker 
stated,  that  it  was  no  good  ground  for  this 
motion,  to  state  that  an  old  and  established 
order  cf  the  house  was  not  known.  The 
messengers  were  not  in  the  practice  of  sen- 
ding the  speaker's  orders  to  any  agent  not 
residing  in  London,  and  it  would  be  at* 
tended  with  great  inconvenience  if  this 
should  be  altered.  Mr.  Leycester,  Mr. 
Wynne,  and  Mr.  Perceval  severally  objec- 
ted to  the  motion,  and  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  could  not 
be  granted.  The  first  of  these  gentlemen 
stated,  that  the  speaker's  order  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  recognizance.  It  only  re- 
ferred to  the  time  when  the  merits  of  the 
case  were  to  be  tried.  The  mbtion  wa8 
then  put  and  negatived .-^Sir  J.  Newport 
presented  ^  petition  from  the  right  ton. 
Isaac  Corry,  praying  thatthetime  for  (enter- 
ing into  the  recognizance  might  be  enlarged* 
The  ground  was,  the  distance  from  which^ 
the  sureties  had  to  come,  and  the  possible 
delay  from  adverse  winds.  He  moved  that 
the  time  be  enlarged  for  three  weeks.  The 
discussion  upon  this  motion  was  postponed 
till  Tuesday. — Mr.^  S.  Bourne  presented  « 
petition  from  John  Hawkins,  praying  for 
an  enlargement  of  the  time  for  entering 
into  the  recognizance  with  respect  to  the 
petition  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Grat- 
tan.  The  ground  was,  that  the  petitioner 
could  not  2nd  Mr.  Grattan  in  order  to 
serve  the  notice  within  the  limited  time. 
He  moved  that  the  time  be  enlarged  to  the 
5th  of  February.  The  discussion  was 
postponed  till  Tuesday. 

[Charges  against  Mr.  Cawthorw e.] 
Lord  Howick,  adverting  to  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  Army  Estimates,  which  stood 
for  Wednesday  next,  and  observing  that  a 
subject  of  such  importance  would  proba- 
bly occasion  some  discussion,  suggested  to 
an  hon.  general,  the  expediency  of  defer- 
ring the  notice  which  be  bad' given  for  a 
motion  on  an  important  subject  to  some 
other  day. 

General  Porter^  however  anxious  that 
the  subject  alluded  to  should  be  brought 
before  the  bouse,  yet,  undef  the  circum- 
stances mentioned  by  the  noble  lord,  had 
I  no  objection  to  postpone  his  motion  from 
Wednesday  to  Friday. 
2  G 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


451]   PARL.  DEBATES,  Jav.  17, 1807.--Or^o^Cb«icar<l^i«ffoAe^  [4 


Mr.  Caret  home  appealed  to  the  justice  of 
the  house  against  any  further  protraction 
'  on  this  subject.  He  certainly  felt  the  im- 
portance of  the  discussion  to  which  the 
noble  lord  alluded,  but  be  also  felt  the  im- 
portance of  the  discussion  in  which  he  was 
so  immediately  interested,  and  which  had 
been  so  frequently  postponed.  However, 
he  left  it  entirely  to  the  house  to  deter- 
mine whatever  they  should  think  fit. 

Lord  Hotcick  allowed  that  the  discus- 
sion referred  to  was  of  an  im{)ortant  nature. 
He  deemed  it  important  from  other  mo- 
tives than  as  it  related  to  an  individual, 
'and  he  trusted  that  when  it  was  brought 
forward,  it  would  be  treated  on  general 
principles.  He  was  also  desirous  that  as 
little  delay  as  possible  should  take  place 
on  this  subject ;  but  the  delay  of  two  days 
would  not  be  very  material,  and  he  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  hon.  gent,  would  con- 
sent to  the  postponement. 

Mr*  Cawtkorne  asquiescing,  the  notice 

■  was  entered  for  Friday  next. 

[Ordkrof Council  relativeto  Neu- 
"  TRALs.]  Mr.  Perceval  said,  that  when  he 
"  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  an 
humble  address  to  be  presented  to  his  ma- 
jesty, praying  th^t  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  house 
the  Order  of  Council  of  the  7th  of  Janu- 
ary, respecting  the  mode  in  which  his  ma 

*  jesty  had  instructed  his  officers  to  deal  with 
the  trade  carrying  on  by  Neutral  Vessels 
between  the  ports  of  the  enemy,  he  had  no 

■  idea  that  any  objection  would  be  made  to 

*  the  production  of  this  paper,  except,  per- 
haps, that  that  production  had  been  rcn- 

*  dered  unnecessary  by  the  publication  of 
the  order  in  the  London  gazette,  and  in 
his  majesty's  proclamation,  and  that  there- 
fore any  proposition  to  the  house  would  be 
as  consonant  to  form  without  the  pi*oduc- 
tion  of  that  order  on  the  table.  To  this 
objection,  had  it  been  urged,  he  should 
have  answered    that    long    paHiamentary 

"  usage  had  led  him  to  believe,  that  when- 
ever a  motion  was  intended  to  be  institu- 
ted on  a  paper,  the  more  regular  mode  of 
proceeding  was  to  call  for  the  pi'oduction 
«f  that  paper  on  the  table  of  the  house. 
,  However,  the  noble  lord  opposite  (for 
which  he  returned  him  his  unfeigned 
^  thanks)  had  intimated  to  him,  that  he 
meant  to  object  to  the  production  of  this 
order  on  other  grounds.  He  therefore 
wished  accurately  to  understand  those 
grounds,  that  he  might  determine  what  it 
vvyjalii    be  iuitubl^  ibr  him  to  do.      He 


hoped  that  the  noble  lord  would  have 
objection  to  state  whether  or  not  he  und 
stood  him  correctly,  when  he  suppoi 
him  to  say,  that,  as  he  could  not  ant: 
pate  any  proposition  grounded  on  the  p 
disctioQ  of  the  order  to  which  he  co 
give  his  concurrence,  he  must  object 
such  production,  unless  he  (Mr.  P.)  wo 
satisfy  him  as  to  the  precise  nature  of 
ulterior  proceeding  which  he  meant 
propose.  If  such  actually  was  the  gro\ 
on  which  the  noble  lord  intended  to  • 
pose  the  production  of  the  order,  he  c 
tainly  would  not  make  his  motion  on 
present  day,  because  it  would  then  be 
cumbent  upon  him,  in  that  case,  to  sat 
the  noble  lord  and  the  house  of  the  ex 
diency  of  the  ulterior  proceeding  to  wli 
he  alliided,  and  because  he  thought 
nature  of  that  proceeding  too  import 
to  be  discussed  at  such  a  short  notice, 
therefore  again  requested  the  noble  Ion 
explain  himself  on  this  subject. 

Lord  Howickj  finding  that  it  was  sup 
sed  that  the  motion  for  the  productioi 
this  Order  was  a  mere  matter  of  cou 
bad  deemed  it  right  to  intimate  to 
learned  gent,  that  he  should  feel  it 
duty  to  resist  it.  He  certainly  should 
object  to  its  production,  on  the  grounc 
its  having  already  obtained  publicity  in 
London  gazette  and  in  his  majesty's  ( 
clamation  ;  for  although  he  was  aware,  i 
the  proceeding  of  the  house  might 
founded  on  such  a  publication,  yet  he 
also  aware  with  the  learned  gent,  ths 
would  be  a  more  regular  course  of  j 
ceeding  to  produce  the  document  on 
table.  But  although  the  document  in 
present  state  might  be  sufficiently  auth 
tic,  yet  it  did  not  follow  that  it  must 
produced  to  the  house  of  commons.  Tfc 
might  be  two  causes  for  requiring  sue 
production ;  the  first  on  the  ground  of  s< 
declared  parliamentary  measure ;  the  n 
for  the  purpose  of  instituting  some  ur 
fined  proceeding.  The  last  was  the  ca 
alleged  by  tlie  learned  gent.  It  hea 
the  duty  of  the  house  to  enquire  into 
nature  of  that  proceeding.  As  far  as 
was  able  to  collect  the  views  of  the  lear 
gent,  they  5^'ere  such  as  he,  for  one,  cc 
by  no  means  consent  to*  Hb  object 
altogether  unprecedented,  and  in  his  < 
nion  liable  to  the  most  serious  objectic 
He  therefore  felt  it  his  duly,  until 
learned  gentleman  should  explain  unto 
house  the;nature  of  his  ulterior  proc^ 
ings,  to  object  to  the  production  of 
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order;  and  as  therefore  the  learned  gent/s 
motion  would  probably  lead  to  much  dis- 
cussion, he  advised  him  to  defer  it  with  a 
special  notice. 

Mr.  Percevaif  although  he  should  feel 
perfectly  justified  in  making  his  motion  for 
the  production  of  the  order  in  question, 
yet,  after  the  declaration  of  the  noble  lord, 
and  for  the  reasons  he  had  before  stated, 
he  would  decline  doing  so  at  present.  The 
noble  lord  had  described  the' ulterior  pro- 
ceeding  which  he  meant  to  institute  on  this 
paper  as  unprecedented^  This  he  would 
say,  that  the  ground  on  which  the  noble 
lord  objected  to  the  production  of  the  order 
was  at  least  as  unprecedented. 

Lord  Howickf  without  wishing  for  any 
premature  disclosure  of  the  learned  gent/s 
intentions,  thought  it  might  be  convenient 
to  the  house  to  be  informed  of  the  nature 
of  those  intentions. 

Mr.  Perceval  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that  the  postponement  of  his  motion  was 
for  the  express  purpose  of  giving  himself 
an  opportunity  of'bringing  forward  his  pro- 
position in  the  best  possible  shape.  It 
would  embrace  in  it  the  consideration  of 
the  policy,  expediency,  and  adequacy  of 
this  order  of  council,  as  applied  to  occa- 
sions of  such  retaliative  injury  to  the  ene- 
my's commerce,  for  the  irijury  sustained 
by  the  commerce  of  this  country  ;  and  also 
of  the  more  vigorous  execution  of  that 
wise  principle  of  right  and  discretion,  which 
the  order  on  the  face  of  it  intended  to  en- 
force. He  would  shew,  that  the  principle 
on  which  the  order  proceeded  was  not  that 
on  which  it  professed  to  proceed.  He  meant 
to  propose  a  parliamentary  resolution  on 
its  inadequacy  and  insufficiency  which 
might  find  its  way  to  his  majesty's  council, 
and  which  might  produce  an  act  of  more 
vigour,  and  measures  better  calculated  to 
benefit  the  country.  With  regard  to  the 
precise  form  of  his  motion,  which  he 
would  now  fix  for  Thursday  se'nnight,  he 
had  not  yet  made  up  his  mind. 

[Army  Estimates.]  Mr.  Johnstone 
said,  he  should  not  consider  himself  as 
feithfully  discharging  his  duty  to  the  coun- 
try, if  he  voted  the  very  large  sums  con- 
tained in  the  Estimates  of  Army  Services 
for.  1807,  without  knowing  the  various 
items  of  which  those  sums  were  compo- 
sed. He  might  be  told,  that  there  were 
very  few  instances  in  which  the  Army  Es- 
timates had  been  pntiied,  for  the  purpose 
of  allowing  this  particular  investigation; 
but  at  the  present  time,  when  so  large  a 


part  of  the  estimates  was  pccupied  by  tl 
extraordinaries  of  the  army,  this  appeare 
to  him  to  be  peculiarly  necessary.     Wh: 
had  happened  on  the  [subject  of  the  ore 
nance  estimates,  sufficiently  proved  the  e> 
pediency  of  giving  all  possible  publicity  t 
these  subjects  before  the  house  disburse* 
such  large  sums  ;    it  was  incumbent  oi 
them  carefully  and  closely  to  examine  thi 
detail.     He  should  therefore  move,  tha 
the  estimates  of  the  army,   presented  b) 
the  secretary  at  war,  on  the  14th  inst. 
be  printed. — Mr.  Biddulph  seconded  the 
motion. 

The  Secretary  at  War  hoped  that  the 
hon.  gent,  would  content  himself  with  the 
precedent  of  last  year,  which  was  to  print 
the  abstract  of  the  estimates.  It  would 
be  impossible  that  the  whole  of  the  esti« 
mates  could  be  printed  before  the  time 
fixed  for  their  discussion.  The  abstract 
afforded  a  reference  to  the  estimates,  by 
which  any  gentleman  might  be  enabled  to 
satisfy  himself  on  ambiguous  points.  With- 
out any  grounds,  therefore,  for  such  a  pro- 
ceeding, he  trusted  the  house  would  not  go. 
to  so  much  useless  trouble  and  expence. 
But  he  had  another  and  a  more  serious  ob- 
jection to  the  motion,  which  was,  the  dan- 
ger of  laying  any  thing  on  the  table  of  the 
house  by  which  the  enemy  might  obtain 
information  of  the  destination  of  our  troops. . 
If  the  estimates  were  printed,  the  certain 
consequence  would  be,  that  they  would  get 
into  the  newspapers,  and  the  enemy  would 
thus  become  acquainted  with  the  distribu- 
tion of  our  whole  military  force. 

Mr.  Calcrajt  could  not  possibly  listen  in 
silence  to  the  attack  again  made  by  the  . 
hon.  gent,  on  the  Board  of  Ordnance, 
otherwise  he  should  not  have  risen  on  the 
present  occasion :  for,  two  years  ago,  he  had 
himself  moved  that  the  Army  Estimates 
should  be  printed.  Not  being  aware  of 
any  difference  in  the  circumstances  of  that 
period  and  the  present,  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  support  the  hon.  gent.'s  motion. 
With  regard  to  what  the  hon.  gent,  had 
again  said,  in  implication  of  the  board  of 
ordnance,  the  state  of  the  case  was  pre- 
cisely this,  a  large  equipment  of  stores  and 
ordnance  was  sent  for  from  the  island  of 
Ceylon.  It  was  particularly  demanrled  by 
the  conaiiiandijig  ollicer,  that  English  gun- 
powder should  be  sent  out,  because,  as  1  e 
stated,  the  powder  in  the  island  was  so  bad, 
that  not  only  an  immediate  supply  was 
necessary,  but  also  a  future  annual  supply. 
lie  had  on  a  former  occasion  told  the  hon. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


«d5] 


PARL.  DEBATES)  Javxtart  17,  1^07 •-^Amy  Eitimates. 


[456 


gent,  that  it  was  not  iDtended  by  the  board 
to  send  ao  annual  supply :  but  in  an  imme- 
diate supply  could  the  hon.  gent,  see 
nothing  but  a  question  of  money  ?  When 
ordnance  was  sent  to  a  distant  possession, 
would  it  have  been  expedient,  by  withhold- 
ing ammunition,  to  risk  the  lives  and 
honour  of  bis  majesty's  troops^  and  the 
security  of  that  possession,  for  a  small  and 
temporary  saving  ?  The  order  for  the 
powder  must  6rst  have  been  sent  to  the 
continent  of  India,  and  the  powder  have 


be  evident  to  every  member  of  the  bouse, 
that  it  WU8  impossible  those  estimates 
could  be  printed  by  Wednesday,  He  re- 
gretted that  the  hon.  gent,  did  not  come' 
forward  manfully,  and  declare  that  'to  be  - 
his  object.  For  his  part,  he  had  no  other 
objection  to  the  motion,  than  that  it  would 
postpone  the  discussion  of  that  subject.' 

Mr.  Rose  was  sure  that  there  could  be  no 
disposition  in  the  hon.  mover  to  put  ofT 
the  debate  on  the  army  estimates.     He  was 

(persuaded  that  they  might  be  printed,  and 
delivered  to  the  members  by  Monday, 
^luu  cutiiu  uavc  lUBureu  no  ajiiYOA  aw  tuc       Lord   Howicty  however  anxious  uotto 

withhold  from  the  house  any  means  of  ob- 


time  of  the  arrival  of  the  ordnance  ? 
Therefore,  although  he  allowed  that  jpow- 
der  was  dearer  in  this  country  than  in  In- 
dia, yet  he  defended  the  policy  of  sending 
it  in  this  instance,  and  maintamed  that  the 
board  of  ordnance  stood  completely  excul- 
pated,  and  were  undeserving  of  the  severe 
censure  which  the  hon.  gent,  had  thought 
proper  to  pass  upon  them.  In  future,  as- 
suredly *  the  powder  for  Ceylon  would  be 
procured  from  India.  As  to  the  question 
before  the  house,  no  inconvenience  had 
arisen  from  the  printing  of  the  army  esti- 
mates two  years  ago ;  none  was  likely  to 
arise  in  the  present  instance,  and  he 
should  therefore  vote  for  their  being 
printed. 

Mr.  S,  Bourne^  in  answer  to  the  first  ob- 
jection made  to  the  motion  by  the  right 
honi  secretary,  namely,  that  the  estimates 
were  extremely  voluminous,  declared,  that 
that  was  the  very  circumstance  which  in- 
duced the  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat 
down,  two  years  ago  to  move  for  their 
being  printed  ;  it  not  being  possible  for 
each  member  to  have  recourse  to  the  sole 
copy,  which  was  on  the  table  of  the  house. 
As  to  dangerous  disclosures,  the  Abstract, 
'which  on  that  evening  had  been  ordered  to 
be  printed,  would  convev  to  the  enemy  all 
the  information  that  they  could  possibly 
obtain  from  the  estimates,  for  that  ab- 
stract stated  the  amount  of  our  military 
force  in  different  parts  of  the  world.  He 
could  not  help  thinking,  that  the  change  in 
the  side  of  the  house  on  which  some  hon. 
gentlemen  sat,  had  made  a  wonderful  dif- 
ference in  their  sentiments  on  the  policy  of 
producing  and  printing  papers.  As  no 
mischievous  effects  had  resulted  from  the 
prmting,  of  the  estimates,  he  should  cer- 
'  tainly  suppoft  the  roolion, 

Lord  Temple  thought  the  motion  was 
only  an  indirect  attempt  to  put  off  the  de- 
bate Qii  the  Arnay  E§tiniales ;  for  jt  niust 


taining  information  which  were  unattended 
by  unnecessary  cxpeuce  and  inconvenient 
dela)',  would    never  be  deterred  -by  any 
taunts  that  might  be  thrown  out  by  gentle- 
men opposite,  on  what  they  conceived  to 
be  a  change  of  sentiments  produced  by  a 
change  of  situation,  from  doing  that  which 
he  feu  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do.     It  was  true 
that  the  estimates  had  been  printed  two 
years  ago,  but  new  military  plans  were  then 
in   discussion.      Had  the  estimates  been 
printed   last  year?  No;  the  fair  inference 
then  was,  that  experiencing  the  ex  pence 
and  inconvenience  of  printing  such  a  vo. 
luminous  mass  of  papers,  the  house  had 
thought  proper  to  confine  its  order  to  the 
printing  of  the  abstract.     He  denied  the 
possibility  of  printing  papers  containing 
so   many   figures   by  Monday ;  nor  could 
he  see  the  probability  of  their  being  pro- 
duced in  time  to  be  useful  in  the  discussion 
of  Wednesday,  a  discussion  which  it  woiildj 
be  extremely  inconvenient  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Perceval^  adverting  to  the  determi- 
nation expressed  by  the  noble  lord,  not  to 
be  deterred  from  any  line  of  conduct  which 
he  might  think  proper  to  adopt,  was  happy 
to  observe  the  reforming  virtue  which  in- 
duced the  noble  lord  to  abide  by  other 
principles  than  those  by  which  till  lately 
he  bad  been  actuated.  This  was  infor- 
mation which  the  country  must  be  glad  to 
receive.  When  the  noble  lord  was  in  op-^ 
position,  he  supported  the  motion  made 
by  the  hon.  gent,  near'him,  (Mr.  Calcraft) 
for  printing  the  army  estimates.  Here 
then  was  a  precedent  established  of  their 
own.  What  was  the  precedent  against  the 
motion  ?  Did  it  arise  on  the  side  of  the 
house  on  which  he  (Mr.  Perceval)  sat? 
No.  Last  year  an  hon.  general,  no  longer 
a  member,  (Gen.  Tarleton)  had  pressed  for 
the  printing  of  the  estimates.  The  nobje 
lord  seemed  to  think,  that  when,  new  milU 
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tary  measures  were*tnstituted,  it  was  wise 
to  print  the  estimates.     What  was  the  case 
last  year  ?    Were   not  ne>w  military  mea- 
sures adopted  ?     Yet  the  noble  lord  resist- 
ed  the   proposition   for  printing.      If  it 
could  be  made  out,  that  any  communica- 
tions to  the  enemy  would  follow,  no  man 
would  be  desirous  of  pressing  such  a  pro- 
position.    But  this  did  not  seem  to  him  to 
be  possible.     The  only  remaining  objec- 
tion \Vas  the  probability  that  these  papers, 
on  account  of  the  number  of  figures  con- 
tained  in  them,  could  not  be  printed  and 
delivered  to  the  members  by  Monday'  or 
Tuesday.      Admitting  this,  was  it  to  be 
fnaintained  that  the  postponement  of  the 
discussion  of  the  army  estimates,    from 
Wednesday    to  Friday,  would  be  of  such 
extreme  injury  that   every    other   object 
\vhich  tended  to  produce   that  postpone- 
ment must  be  abandoned?    A  noble  lord 
had  insinuated  that  delay  was  the  object  of 
the  hoa.  mover,  and  had  said,  that  it  would 
have  been  more  manly  in  him  at  once  to 
have  declared  thatf  object.    What !  a  delay 
for  two  days  1    Had  it  extended  to  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks,  a  desire  might  have 
been  supposed  to  exist  to  obtain  the  in- 
fluence  on  the  discussion  which  the  pre- 
sence of  additional  members   might  pos- 
sibly occasion.     But  as  it  was,  he  could 
not  suppose  that  the  noble  lord  was  serious 
in  bis  remark. 

Lord  Howick,  alluding  to  the  congratu- 
lation  of  the   learned  gent,   on  what  he 
termed  a  change  in  his  principles,  explain- 
ed his  former  statement  on  that  subject. 
What  he  had  said  was,  that  because  he  had 
forn>erly  supported  motions  under  certain 
circumstances,  he  would  not  be  deterred 
by  any  taunts  that  might  be  thrown  out 
against  him  from  opposing  similar  motions 
under  different  circumstances.     He  chal- 
lenged   the  learned  gent,  to  point  out  an 
instance  ,  in   which   he   had    abandoned  a 
single  principle  of  his  political  life.     In 
the  session  before  last,  a  military  arrange- 
.   ment  of  great  importance  was  in  agitation, 
which   rendered  the  printing  of  the  esti- 
mates necessary,  but  in   the  last  session 
this  was  not  the  case.     In  the  year  before 
the  last,  a  sufficient  time  had  been  given 
.for  the  printing  of  the  estimates,  before 
the   discussion*      Last  year   the  printing 
wa^  not  moved  for  till  the  estimates  had 
been  voted. 
Mr.  Percerfl/explained,  that  he  had  not  said 
the  noble  lord  had  abandoned  his  principles, 
t^uthadabandonedhisformerlineofconducf. 


Mr.  Montague  supported  the  motion.  If 
large  expensive  establishments  were  ne- 
cessary, he  observed,  and^  if  in  such  cases 
objections  were  made  to  motions   which 
went  to  enable  the  house  more  easily,  to 
examine  into  the  public  expenditure,  apra- 
cedent  would  be  formed,  which  would  ren- 
der it  impossible  for  the  members  of  that 
house  io  do  their  duty  by  their  constituents. 
The   facility,   therefore,    which  would  be 
afforded  to  them  in  doing  their  duty,  would 
more  than   counterbalance  any  ex  pence 
that  might  be*  incurred  by  printing  these 
papers.     The  expence    of  printing  such  • 
papers  might  well  be  saved,  by  economy 
in  many  other  respects*     For  instance,  if 
the  powder  sent  to  Ceylon  from  thi«  coun- 
try had  been  purchased  at  Madras,  we 
should  have  had  a  saving,  which  would 
have  gone  far  beyond  any  expence  that 
could  be  incurred  by  printing  the  estimates 
now  before  the  house.     He  saw  no  good 
ground  of  objection  to  the  motion* 

Mr.  Biddulph  thought  it  incumbent.<m 
him   to  say  a  few  words,  as  he  had  se- 
conded this  motion.     He  considered  eco- 
nomy in  the  public  expenditure,  of  so  much 
importance,  that  he  would  have  been  the 
last  man  to  have  given  his  countenance  to 
any  thing  that  would  be  attended  with  ex- 
pence,  had  he  not  been  satisfied  that  this 
was  one  of  those  cases  where  the  saving  of 
a  few  pounds  might  lead  to  the  loss  of  many 
thousands.     It  was  absolutely  nectissary 
that  every  facility  should  be  allowed  to  gen- 
tlemen in  enquiring  into  the  public  expen- 
diture.    This,  at  the  present  moment,  was 
the  most  important  of  duties.     He  himself 
also  wfshed  to  say  something  on  the  subject 
of  these  estimates,  but  it  was  utterly  iippos- 
sible  for  him  to  make  himself  completely 
master  of  them,  unless  he  was  allowed  to 
take  the  papers  home  with  him.     l^ut  this 
he  could  not  do  unless  they  were  printed, 
for  in  their  present  state  they  musi  lie  on 
the  table  till  they  came  to  be  discussed. 
He  could  not  do  his  duty  with  satisfaction 
to  himself   therefore,  unless  the    papers 
were  printed,  by  which  means  he  coiild 
have  a  copy  home  with  him.  This  was  the 
reason  why  he  had  seconded  the  motion. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  powder  sent  to 
Ceylon,  be  thought  the  board  of  Ordnance 
could  not  possibly  have  refused  under  such 
a  requisition.     But  he  hoped  that  in  future 
the  supply  would  be  sent  from  India.    If 
the  board  chose  to  enquire  into  the  mat- 
ter, they  would  get  information  in  London 
that  the  Indian  powder  was  not  only  not 
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wone  tlum  ours,  but  that  it  was  ei&en 
better. 

Mr.  Caicrt^  observed,  that  an  bon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Montague)  seemed  to  suppose  that 
it  was  always  to  be  the  system  to  send  out 
powder  to  Ceylon  from  this  country,  when 
]ie(Mr.  C.)  had  expressly  stated  that  it 
was  intended  in  future  to  send  it  from  India. 

Mr.  Montague  stated  that  that  very  pos- 
sibly might  have  been  a  system,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  discussions  that  had  arisen 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Fatmttart  observed,  that  when  gen- 
tlemen proposed  a  delay  of  two  or  three 
days,  they  did  not  seem  to  understand  the 
course  of  the  treasury.  A  million  of  money 
would  be  due  on  Friday  next,  and  it  wa^ 
necessary  to  have  the  vote  passed  before 
that  time. 

Mr.  Ruthven  sud,  that  if  any  informa- 
tion injurious  to  the  country  could  be  con- 
ireyed  to  the  enemy  by  printing  these  paperst 
lie  would  have  opposed  the  motion.  But 
the  printing  of  the  Ordnance  Estimates  had 
led  him  to  believe,  that  no  danger  of  this 
sort  coufd  reasonably  be  apprehended  from 
Jprinting  the  Army  Estimates.  The  print- 
ing of  the  Ordnance  Estimates  had  been 
advantageous,  in  as  much  as  it  had  led  to 
8D  investigation,  the  result  of  which,  in  his 
opinion,  had  done  great  honour  to  the  Ord- 
nance Board.  When  be  said  so,  he  begged 
it  to  be  understood,  that  he  bad  no  parti- 
cular connection  with  any  member  of  it. 
The  ground  on  which  he  would  vote  for 
printing  these  Estimates  was,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  every  member  to  read  them 
at  the  table  before  Wednesday,  even  sup- 
posing that  they  had  begun  from  the  time 
of  presenting  them.  No  man  could  con- 
tend that  the  house  could  be  fully  informed 
as  to  the  contents  of  the  papers,  unless  they 
were  printed.  But  it  was  presumed  that 
all  who  came  to  this  house  to  give  their 
Totes,  were  in  full  possession  of  3ie  nature 
and  merits  of  the  case.  Whether  or  not 
they  could  be  printed,  so  as  to  afford  suffi- 
cient time  for  the  house  to  be  prepared  to 
discuss  them  on  Wednesday  he  could  not 
say,  but  he.  was  satisfied  that  the  attempt 
ought  to  be  made. 

Sir  R,  fFiliiams  thought,  that  when  the 
secretary  at  war  bad  declared,  that  to  print 
these  estimates  woul.d  be  to  convey  dan- 
gerous information  to  the  enemy,  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  independent  member  to 
resist  the  motion. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  he  had  moved  for 
the  printing  of  the  Abstract  ratlier  thau  for 


the  whole  of  t|ie  papers,  from  the  feeling 

and  information  with  which  bis  fbrn>er 
official  habits  possessed  him.  The  Abstract 
conveyed  the  complete  substance  of  the 
Estimates,  but  treated  less  of  the  detail. 
The  only  information  which  the  papera 
could  convey  to  the  enemy,  was  the  quan« 
tity  of  our  military  force,  as  divided  into 
three  heads.  Guards  and  Garrisons;  Forces 
in  the  Plantations ;  and  Forces  in  India. 
The  abstract  stated  the  gross  force;  the 
Estimates,  the  regiments  of  which  that 
force  was  composed.  The  statement  there- 
fore, of  the  right  hon.  secretary,  that  the 
estimates  would  convey  more  dang^roua 
information  to  the  enemy  than  the  abstract, 
was  unfounded. 

The  Secretary  at  Wdr  denied  having  po* 
sitively  asserted  that  great  danger  would 
result  from  the  information  which  the 
printing  of  the  Estimates  would  convey  to 
the  euemy.  He  had  spoken  doubtfully, 
lu  every  discussion  in  that  house  there  was 
some  danger,  for  evexy  discussion  made  a 
disclosure  to  the  enemy  ip  a  certain  degree. 
The  question  always  was,  bow  could  the 
house  execute  its  duty  consistently  with 
the  object  of  concealing  from  the  enemy 
what  it  was  desirable  to  conceal  from  them  ? 
The  estimates,  by  being  more  minute  in 
the  detail  than  the  abstract,  must  neces- 
sarily convey  to  the  enemy  more  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Johnstone  would  not  have  trespassed 
further  on  the  time  of  the  house,  had  it 
not  been  with  a  view  to  do  justice  to  him- 
self in  repelling  the  insinuations  of  a  noble 
lord,  who  had  hinted  that  he  said  one  thing 
while  he  meant  another.  His  object  was 
not  to  occasion  delay,  but  to  examine  mi- 
nutely those  papers.  He  would  have  no 
objection  to  grant  some  money  on  account, 
if  it  was  wanted  immediately,  as  had  been 
said  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  But 
his  object  was,  from  a  careful  examination 
of  the  contents  of  the  papers,  to  see  whe- 
ther there  was  not  room  for  reform  in  the 
expenditure.  The  first  argument  of  the 
secretary  at  war  was  futile,  and  his  second . 
was  not  better.  What  was  his  objection  ? 
Why,  that  these  papers  would  convey  in- 
formation to  the  enemy.  Of  what  could 
they  convey  information  ?  Delay  was  not 
his  object.  He  was  anxious  to  see  how 
far  the  numerous  pledges  of  economy  which 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  made 
such  a  bluster  about  while  in  opposition, 
had  been  redeemed.  Their  conduct  might 
not  perhaps  come  to  be  discussed  on  the 
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pre'sent  occasion.  But  other  opportunities 
would' occur,  when  it  would  apj)ear  that 
they  had  not  attended  to  that  economy 
about  which  they  had  formerly  talked  so 
much,  but  that  they  had  granted  new  and 
extravagant  salaries  to  themselves — (hear! 
hear!)  On  tlie  principal  points  in  these 
papers  there  cOuld  not  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances be  much  saving.  But  a  great 
deal  of  saving  might  be  made  in  many  con- 
tingent particulars.  It  was  to  the  extra- 
prdinaries  of  the  army  that  he  wished  to 
turn  his  attention  in  a  particular  maimer. 
On  that  point  he  wanted  to  be  fully  inform- 
ed-, and  that  was  the  reason  why  he  desired 
the  whole  of  these  papers  to  be  printed. 

Lord  Howick  observed,  that  he  now  un- 
derstood, from  the  hon.  gent,  that  he  wish- 
ed not  for  delay,  but  that  all  he  wanted 
was  to  be  fully  informed  on  this  subject,  in 
order  to  see  whether  ministers  had  acted 
up  to  those  principles  of  economy  which 
they  had  formerly  professed,  and  whether 
they  had  shewn  an  inclination  to  redeem 
their  pledges  to  the  public.  If  that  was 
the  ground  on  which  the  hon.  gent,  rested 
his  motion,  he  would  be  inclined  to  with- 
draw his  opposition.  He  was  anxious  that 
all  the  measures  of  the  administration 
should  be  carefully  and  minutely  examined 

•  and  canvassed.  The  hon.  gent,  had  said 
that*  they  had  wasted  the  public  money, 
and  granted  new  and  exorbitant  salaries  to 
themselves.  He  wished  that  their  conduct 
should  t>e  sifted  tp  the  bottom,  and  hoped 
that  since  these  charges  had  been  preferred, 
fliey  would  be  speedily  brought  forward, 
iUiaL  the  house  and  the  country  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  judging  of  their  validity. 
Now,  if  it  should  be  understood  that  the 
discussion  of  the  Arm}'  Estimates  should 
not  be  delayed,  though  the  papers  should 
not  be  printed  in  time,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  withdraw  his  opposition  with  this 

^  reservation.  The  noble  lord  on  the  other 
side  had  said  that  the  abstract  would  an- 
swer his  purpose.  If  more  was  wanted,  it 
was  unfortunate  that  the  motion  had  not 
been  made  sooner.  The  hon.  gent,  had 
given  no  notice  of  it,  and  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  how  far  the  dangerof  communi- 
cating information  to  the  enemy^  might  be 
increased  by  printing  the  whole  of  the  pa- 
pers. If,  therefore,  the  hon.  gent,  would 
postpone  his  motion  till  to-morrow,  an  op- 
portunity would  be  afforded  of  comparing 

■  the  papers.  [The  secretary  at  war  here 
mentioned  to  him>  that  the  only  diflference 
was  iii  the  greater  particularity  6f  the  de« 


tails}.  His  hon.  friend  had  informed  him, 
that  there  was  no  huiterial  difference,  and 
therefore  he  would  agree  to  the  motion,  it 
being  understood  that  there  should  be  no 
delay  of  the  discussion;  for  to  that  he  could 
not  consent. 

Mr.  JohnstoAe  observed,  that  he  would 
not  oppose  the  vote  of  such  a  sum  as  might 
be  immediately  wanted,  and  this  he  cozi- 
ceived  would  remove  all  inconvenience. 

Mr.  Pcrcera/  said,  that  every  one  wouW 
allow  that  it  was  necessary  to  see  these 
papers  in  the  mean  time,  in  order  to  be 
enabled  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  with 
respect  to  the  contents.  But  if  the  vot6 
should  be  passed  on  Wednesday, '  it  must 
be  done  without  any  one 'having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  the  papers  in  themeaa 
time,  supposing  they'should  now  be  sent 
to  the  printer,  and  could  nothd  finished 
before  the  proposed  time  of  discussion.  But 
what  would  do  away  all  these  difficulties 
would  be  to  vote  a  considerable  sum  on 
Wednesday  on  account,  if  the  papers  should 
not  be  printed  before  that  time. 

Lord  Hqwick  asked  wh/  the  motioii  had 
not  been  made  sooner,  and  why  they' now 
took  occasion  to  press  it  at  this  late  period  ? 
Full  time  had  been  giveti  for  any  such  mo-* 
tion,  much  more  than,  to  his  knowledge, 
had  been  given  in  some  former  years.  1  he 
only  ground  on  which  he  could  agree  to 
the  motion  was,  that  it  might  affdrd  an 
opportunity  of  sifting  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters, and  Of  bringing  the  charges  against 
them  to  a  discussion,  if  the  hon.  gen. 
ilenien  should  find  any  reason  to  prefer 
them.  He  could  not  consent  to  delay  the 
vote. 

Mr.  Whithread  observed,  that  it  wad  his 
intention  at  first  to  have  supported  the  mo« 
tion,  for  he  was  satisfied  that  these  papers 
could  convey  no  material  information  to 
the  enemy.  But  ha  congratulated  the 
house  and  the  country  on  the  great  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  conduct  of 
the  learned  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Perceval), 
who  was  so  ready  with  his  charges  of 
changing  against  others.  The  house  and 
the  country  must  be  peculiarly  happy  to 
find,  that  he  who  formerly  objected  to  all 
information  on  these  points,'  was  now  sud- 
denly become  so  zealous  an  advocate  for 
information.  The  learned  gent,  certainly 
wished  for  delay.  Now,  if  the  papers  wfere 
to  be  printed  with  a  view  tolthie  ulterior  pur- 
pose of  the  hon.  mover,  he  would  certainly 
not  object  to  the  motion.  But  he  would' 
Vote'dgalrist-printWg  iherti,*uiiless  u  Wis 
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fully  understood  that  there  was  to  be  no 
'delay  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  that  his  only  object 
bl^d  been  to  obviate  difficulties. 

Lord  Howick  thought  that  the  bestcour^ 
would' be  fur  the  honl  gent,  to  withdraw 
bis  motion  for  the  present,  aiid  leave  the 
papers  on  the  table  till  the  vote  was  pas-| 
sed;  after  which  he  might  have  the  papersi 
priotedy  with  a  view  to  tlie  ulterior  object 
for  which  he  wanted  them.  \ 

•JVlr.  Johnstone  wished  to  know  from  the 
^Speaker,  how  far  it  was  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  papers  might  be  printed  be- 
fore Wednesday, 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  where  there 
Vere  a  great  many  figures,  it  was  impos* 
iible  even  for  those  most  conversant  with 
|;be  business  to  calculate  exactly*   '  ^ 

Lord  H*  Pe/tv  ^pbseryed,  that  the  same 
;reasbn^  the  multitude  pffigures,  which  ren- 
dered u  difficult  to  print  these  papers  in  a 
jlboi;t  time,  also  rendered  it  difficult  to  ex- 
amine thern  minu,tely.  It  would  be  better 
to  have  the  papers  on  the  table  in  the  mean 
jlime.  He  therefore  suggested,  whether 
|he  object  of  the  hon.  gent,  (for  he  was  ^n- 
piiogs  that  thp  minutest  enquiries  should 
tajj;e  place  ipto  ,^11  the  branches  of  the  pub- 
Be. expenditure),  ^would  not  be  answered  by 
leaving  the  pap(^r«  in  the  mean  time,  and 
moving  to  have  tj^pem  printed  afterwards  ? 

Mr.  FuUer  h9p,e<i  tha,t  the  abstract  would 
at  all,  events  be  printed  in  the  n^ean  time. 

Mr.  Johmione  tnen  stated,  that  he  was 
r^ady  ^o  cc».if^ent  to  what  had  been  pro- 
posedy  bti^  ^6  .^^4^^^  leave  at  the  same 
time  to  sta,te,  tliat  it  was  perfectly  in  order 
and  consistent  with  the  duty  of  any  mem- 
.ber,  to  p^oppae  .such  .a  motipti  as  the  pre- 
sent one,  which  he  should  now,  for  the  rea- 
Jions  stated,  withdraw  for  the  present.-— 
,The  motion  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

^O0a.E   OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  January  20. 
[MiNVTES.]  The  house  at  its  meeting, 
proceeded,  pursuant  tp  the  order  of  the 
day,  to  a  ballot  for  a  committee,  to  try  and 
deterniine  the  merits  of  the  petition  com- 
plaining of  the  election  arid  return  for  thei 
'borough  of  Maiden.  The  members  re- 
turned upon  the  reduced  list,  and  who  were 
gwOrn  as  the  con^mfttee,  a^e  the  following: 
'R,  M.  Phillips,  esq.;  L.  P.  Jones,  esq. J 
hon.  W.  £.  Eden;  W.  Biddulph,  eeq.; 
B.  Hall,  eSq. ;  \y.  L.  Hughes,  esq.;  lord 
Clive;  •  sir  G.  Heathdbte;  Uou.ll.' Caul- 
field;  lord  'Forbes;  B.  Bepy,on,  e^q. ;   }. 


M'Donald,  esq. ;  sir  W.  Lemon  \  no^ 
minees ;  Hervey  C.  CoAibe,  esq. ;  John 
Simeon,  esq. — Mr.  J.  Smith,  having  been 
returned  for  the  town  of  Nottingham,  and. 
the  borough  of  Midhurst,  fnformed  the 
house,  that  he  had*  made  his  election  to  sit 
for  Nottingham ;  and  a  new  writ  was  or- 
dered for  the  borough  of  Midhurst,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Smith.  Another  writ  was  also 
ordered  for  the  borough  of  Midhurst,  in  the 
room  of  the  right  hon.  W.  Wickham,  who 
having  been  returned  fdr  that  borough,  and 
Callingtoii,  had  made  bis  election  to  sit  for 
Callin^lon. — ^The  adjourned  debate,  on  thp 
motion  for  enlarging  the  time  for  receiving 
recognizances,  on  the  petition  against  the 
return  of  the  riglit  hon.  H.  Grattan,  was 
resumed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  S.  BoumiSy 
and  the  tinie  orderecl  to  be  enlarged  to  the 
10th  of  February.— the  Secretafy  at  War 
presented,  pursuant  to  orders  of  the  house, 
an  Account  of  the  effective  strength  of  his 
majesty's  regular  militia  forces;  also,  an 
account  of  the  number  of  men  raised  for 
the  regular  array  in  each  month,  since  the 
1st  of  Jan.  1805,  exclusive  of  foreign  levies 
or  colonial  corps.  On  the  motion  that 
they  be  laid  on  the  table,  lord  Castle- 
reagh  submitted  to  the  right  hpn.  genf. 
whether  it  would  not  be  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  house  to  defer  the  printing  of 
these  papers,  until  after  the  discussiQp  df 
the  Army  Estimates  to-morrow.  The  pa- 
pers were  then  ordered'  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. — Mr.  G.  Johnstone  adverted  to  a 
practice  that  had  been  recommended  in  a 
former  session,  and  had  been  acted  upon, 
of  having  duplicates  of  papers  presented,  so 
that  when  one  copy  should  be  taken  off  to 
the  printer's,  another  should  lie  on  the  table 
for  the  use  of  members.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber submitted,  whether  it  would  not  be 
desirable  to  adopt  a  similar  regulation.  The 
Speaker  observed ,  that  it  might  be  for  the 
convenience  of  the  house  to  come  to  some 
understanding  on  this  head*  the  practice 
adverted  to  had  prevailed  to  a  considerable 
extent,  though  not  universally,  in  a  former 
session.  It  was  for  the  house  to  decide 
how  its  convenience  would  be  promoted 
by  such  a  practice,  and  if  they  were  to  conie 
to  any  understanding  on  the  subject,  the 
clerks  in  the  public  offices  would  take  care 
to  regulate  their  conduct  accordingly. 
There' were  some  papers  on  the  table  which 
had  been. preserited  in  that  form,  but  the 
practice  had  not  been  observed  in  all.  Lojrd 
H.  Petty  admitted  that  it  would  be  de- 
sirable that  the  practice  should  be  co;p« 
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admitted  te^BHCish  Ifegwiter,  from  the  coiw- 
mencement  of  the  presetit  war  t6  tbe  ^Ih 
of  Jimaafry,  lt07« 

[NtuTitAL   Trade,    BuKiros    Atiiks» 
&C.J    ^t  T.  Turton  seefeg  a  ntible  lorcf 
(Howick)  iki  his  place,  rose  for  the  purposef 
of  putting  two  or  three  questiont  to  hirf 
lordsfiip  on  certaiti  points  which  appeared 
to  hyra  to  reqah*e  expJattatTOn.  That  nobl6 
lord,  in  his  ao^Tter  to  a  question  from  a 
learned  gem;  (Mr.  Perceva!)  on  a  former 
night,  stated,  that  his  ntajesty's  minister 
bad,  in  ihe  treaty  which  they  bad  conclu- 
ded with  America,  reserved  to  themselves 
the  fight  of  protecting  the  trade  of  i\i\i 
coujktry  against  the  measarei  of  the  enemjr. 
If  he  understood  the  noble  lord's  answer 
rijgfat,  it  amoanted  to  this,  that  his  majes- 
ty's mfiristers  had  referred  the  right  to  act 
fof  the  protection  of  British  trade,  by  the 
ad6ptioi]f  of  snch  nieasures  towards  neutrals, 
as  they  shoiild  submit  to  at  the  hands  of 
France.    H  he  wste  correct  In  his  interpre- 
tavien'  of  his  lordship's  answer,  he  wished  to 
be  informed  whether,  in  the  event  of  iu 
being  necessary  to  adt^pt  more  vigorous 
ineasdres  than  were  authorised  by  his  ma- 
jeMy'f  proclamation,  there  was  any  thing 
itt  the  late  treaty  with  America,  which 
wotfM  prevent  his  majesty's  ministers  front 
resorting  f o  such  measures  f    Me  Was  in- 
duced to  a%ft  this'  questibn  because  of  the 
oppositioti  that  had  been  stated  to   the 
leui*ned  geht.  for  the  production  of  a  dopy 
of  his  majesty's  proclamalion •     Besides,  it 
would  be'  desirable  for  the  house  to  be  m- 
formed  upon  this  head,  previous  to  the  de* 
bate  that  was  to  take  place  on  the  learned 
gent.'s"  motion,  and  it  was  peculiarly  neces- 
sary to*  Ihvow  whether  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters couid  act  with  the  vigour  which  cir- 
cumstances might  require  on  account  of 
the     artful'    and   insidious   understanding 
which  seemed  to  exist  between  the  French 
and  American  governments.     He  wished 
to  know  whether  they  eould  adopt  mea- 
stir^s  for  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the 
enemy  in  the  West  Indies  ?     Tlie  second 
question   was  relative  to  a  late  issue  of 
money  to  the  continent.     It  was  notorious 
to  every  person,  that  an  issue  of  money, 
to  the  amount  of  3  or  400,000/.  had  been 
transmitted  to  the  continent ;  and  he  wished 
to  ask  the  noble  lord  upon  what  vote  of 
that  liouse  such  money  had  been  issued. 
The  last  subject  upon  which  he  wished  for 
infortnation  was  one  which  had  greatly  agi- 
tated the  public  mind  for  the  last  three  or 
four  days,  he  meant  the  situation  of  Buenos 
2  M 


to  in  every  Instance  in  which  it 
could  be  carried  into  effect,  but  was  appre- 
beofive  that  \t  might  not  be  possible  to 
let  upos  It  ill  aU«— Mr*  H«  Thornton  pre'* 
leated  H  FEitltion  from  the  directors  of  the 
Sim-ra  LeOB^  CoDnpatty,  praying  for  leia^ 
to  bring  in  a  biUibr  rennvesting  in  bis  ma- 
jesty  ite  poisessiottstbat  had  been  granted 
to  thet  compstty,  Siad  to  limit  the  duration 
of  the  company.    The  Speaker  dtesired  to 
be  ioforined,  whether  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition involved  any  applieati<m  fat  a  grant 
of  ptibhc  money  ?    Mr.  Thornton  replied, 
tbiii  it  nYight  be  Uke»  to  have  that  efTeet, 
ai  tlie  eapenoee  which  the  company  had 
heretofore  been  enabled  to  defray  by  an^ 
ftual  grant!  from  parliament,  would  here- 
after be  to  be  defrayed  by  tlie  goipernment. 
Tte  speaker  then  observed,  that  in  any 
ease  of  a  direct  application  for  publie  mo. 
ne y,  tbe  hoa«e  eould  not  receive  from  any 
Individual  a  petition,  without  the  consent 
of  the  crown  ;  though,  where  the  interests 
of  \k\A  nii^eety  were  only  indirectly  con- 
cerned, such  consent  might  be  signified  m 
tKTf  stAge  of  the  measure,  whici)  was  to  be 
fbomded  on  the  petHion.    The  house  was 
therefore  not  precluded  from  receiving  this 
petition.    The  petition  was  then  brought 
up,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee*— * 
>lr.  J«cob  observed,  that  an  account  liad 
been  moved  for,  and  ordered  on  a  former 
day,  of  the  number  of  ships  engaged'  and 
regieCered,  in  Che  British  trade,  and  stated 
his  desire  to  move  fbr  another  paper,  that 
woteld  be  supplemental  to  t^at,  and  wais 
necessary  in  order  to  put  the  house  in  pos- 
session of  the  whol<  subject.    The  paper 
he  propoied  to  move  for,  was,  an  Account 
of  the  number  of  Biitish  ships  that  had 
been  captured  by  the  enemy,  »nd  without 
being  re-captured,  had  been  admitted  again 
to  British  Register.    The  practice  yras,  to 
have  such  vessels  taken  iiito  tt^e  enemy's 
ports,  where  they  were  sold  to  neutrals, 
and  afterwarder  were  allowed  to  be  replaced 
on  the  British  Register.    This  practice  he 
contended  amounted  to  a  premium  to  the 
enemy  for  the  capture  of  British  vessels, 
as  the  neutral  wottld  notgiVe  half  the  price 
for  the  ships  if  be  had  not  the  power  of 
placine  them  again  on  the  British  Register. 
lidrd  n.  Petty  was  not  aware  of  any  par- 
ticular objection  to  the  motion,  as  a  paper 
of  a  similar  description  was  already  on  the 
table.     It  wais  then  ordered,  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  house  ai\  Account  of  the 
nuolber  of  British  ships  captured  by  the 
enemy,  and  afterwards  witliout  re-capture, 
Vol.  VIII. 
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Ayres,  He  wished  taaak  whether  hit  ma- 
jestjf 's  ministers  were  in  possession  of  a»y 
real  information  respecting  the  actual  state 
of  that « colony  ?  He  did  not  see  the  right 
lion.  gent.  (Mr.  T«  Oreoville)  in  his  place, 
to  whom  this  question  ought  particularly 
to  be  addressed,  as  relating  prrncipally  to 
his  department.  He  trusted,  however,  it 
V'ould  not  be.imputed  to  him  as  any  want 
of  fairness,  if  he  put  the  Question  in  that 
right  hon.  gent.'s  absence.  The  hon.  baro- 
xusi  here  began  to  comment  with  some  se- 
verity on  the  letter  that  had  been  sent  to 
ihe  mansion  house,  on  Saturday,  when  he 
VNi^  interrupted  by  a  general  cry  of  **  order ! 
order !"  and  concluded  by  apologizing  for 
any  irregularity  he  might  have  fallen  into, 
and  requesting  to  know  whether  ministers 
bad  any  real  information  on  the  subject  ? 
',  Lord  Howick,  in  answer  to  the  explana- 
tion desired  by  the  hon*  baronet,  of  his 
answer  to  a  question  of  a  learned  gent,  on 
a  former  night,  had  only  to  restate  what 
he  had  said  on  that  occasion.  The  treaty 
y/iih  America  would  not  prevent  his  ma- 
jesty from  resorting  to  such  measures  for 
distressing  the  trade  of  the  enemy,  as  neu- 
irals  should  submit  to  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government.  Whether  this  was 
provided  for  in  the  late  treaty,  or  other- 
wise, it  was  not  for  him  then  to  state.  The 
Iiouse  would  be  aware  that  this  was  not 
the  time  for  the  publicatico,  or  discussion 
of  the  terms  of.  a  treaty,  which  was  still 
subject  to  eventual  ratification.  This  was 
all  be  tboMght  necessary  in  answer  to  that 
part  of  the  hon.  baronet's  enquiry :  but  he 
could  not  pass  by  without  an  observation 
on  the  extraordinary  ground  upon  which  be 
had  thought  proper  to  found  his  question, 
namely,  that  the  house  should,  be  put  in 
•possession  of  the  express  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  with  America  on  this  head,  prepa- 
ratory to  the  discussion  of  the  motion  of 
the  learned  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Perceval). 
To  a  question  put  on  such  a  ground  he 
could  not  be  bound  to  make  any  answer, 
because  he  would  not  be  justified  in  any 
premature  disclosureof  terms  of  that  treaty : 
with  regard  to  the  right  of  blockade,  that 
was  a  general  right  resulting  from  a  state 
of  war,  and  which  his  majesty's  ministers 
pould  not  be  supposed  to  have  given  up. 
The  exercise  of  that  right,  however,  must 
be  in  a  great  degree  left  to  their  discretion, 
Jand  he  trusted  tbp  house  would  not  in- 
terfere! until  they  should  see stronggroundb 
,  of  suspicion  that  such  discretion  had  been 
abuser',    .  With  respect  tq  i^e  Issue  of 


money  to-  the  continent,  be  cbald  answer 
tlie  question  of  the  hon.  baronet,  that  it 
was  the  balance  due  to  the  court  mf  Russia^ 
under  the  provisions  of  a  treaty-then  unoa 
the  table  of  the  hduse.  As  to  the  last 
question  of  the  hon.  baronet,  which,  the 
hon.  baronet  himself  had  admitted,  would 
more  properly  have  been  addressed  to  ft 
right  hon.  friend  of  his,  not  then  in  th^ 
house,  all  he  had  to  say  upon  that  subject 
was,  that  the  letters,  which  had  been  re^ . 
ceived  concerning  it,  had  already  been, 
communicated  to  the  public.  He  was  not 
aware  of  any  other  information  on  thesub-i . 
ject,  which  his  majesty's  ministers  thought 
necessary  to  be  produced  to  t4ie  public. 

Sir  T.  TurtoH  thanked  the  noble  lord  foe 
the  manliness  and  candour  of  his  answers* . 
He  wished  ouly  to  know,  whether  bis  mar 
jesty's  ministers  had  actually  reserved  th& 
right  of  adopting  more  vigorous  measures; 
because  the  answer  of  the  noble  lord  on 
the  former  occasion,  had  been  variously 
stated  to  him.  As  to  the  issue  of  the  mo- 
ney, he  wished  to  be  informed  on  what  par-, 
ticular  ground  that  measure  bad  been 
founded  ?  He  now  perceived  that  it  was 
founded  on  the  treaty  of  1.805,  which  was 
no  longer  in  force ;  and  as  this  did  not- 
seem  satisfactory  to  him,  he  proposed,  on 
some  futui'e  day,  to.  submit  a  motion  to 
the  house  on  the  subject. 

Lord  Ifawick  desired  it  might  he.  dis«« 
tinctly  understood  that  the  money  sent^as 
only  the  balance  due  to  Russia  for  services 
performed  under  the  stipulations  of  that 
treaty. 

Mr.  Perceval  did  not  mean  to  prol(Mig 
this  conversation,  but  as  his  notice  had 
been  adverted  to  in  the  course  of  it,  he 
took  that  opportunity  of  intimating  his  in-p 
tention,  in  consequence  of  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  an  hon.  friend,  to  put  off  his 
motion,  from  the  Thursday  for  which  it 
was  then  fixed,  to  the  Tuesday  following. 
The  learned  gent,  at  *ihe  same  time  dis- 
claimed any  wish  to  force  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  with  America  into  premature  disr 
cussion. 


HOUSE    OF   LORpS. 

Wednesday 9  January  21. 
[SbAVB  Trade  Abolition.  Bili.*] 
Lord  GratvUk  said,  that  finding  it  would 
better  suit  the  convenience  of  many  noble 
lords  to  have  the  discussion  on  the  bill  for 
abolishing  the  Slave  Trade  postponed,  be 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving  to  defer  the , 
second  reading  of  the  bill  till  Monday 
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se'nBight.  He  confessed  it  was  with  great 
reluctance  that  he  consented  to  postpone 
a  liieasore  of'  such  great  importance,  and 
which  demanded  an  eariy  discussion.  It 
was,  however,  of  importance  that  the 
eoesiderationofthis  measure  should  be. so 
fixed  as  to  enable  as  many  of  the  noble 
lords  as  possible  to  attend  the  discussion, 
and  therefore  he  moved  to  defer  the^  se- 
cond reading  till  Monday  se'nnight. 
•  The  Earl  of  WeHmweland  rose  to  thank 
the  nphle  lord  for  the  proposed  delay.  He 
was,  however,  of  opinion,  that  the  extended 
time  now  proposed,  was  no  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  allow  the  bill  to  be  properly 
kuown  and'  considered  throughout  the 
country*  The  noble  lord  then  mdved  for 
an  address  to  his  majesty,  praying  that 
there  might  be  laid  before  the  house  co* 
pies  or  extracts  of  any  correspondence 
between  bis  majesty's  principal  secretary  of 
state,  and  the  governors  of  the  colonies, 
respecting  the  amelioration  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  slaves,  cmd  the  effect  of  the  abo- 
lition of  the  trade  in  slaves  in  the  colo* 
nies.  Information  on  these  points  had 
not,  he  observed,  been  laid  before  that 
house  for  several  years,  and  he  thought  it 
of  importance  that  they  should  be  put  in 
possession  of  information  upon  these  sub- 
jects, previous  to  the  discussion  upon  the 
hill  for  abolishing  the  slave  trade. 
-  Lord  Grenvilie  said  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  motion,  although  he  doubted  whether 
the  production  of  these  papers  would  af- 
ford  so  many  proofs  of  zeal  in  the  colonies, 
with  respect  to  the  objects  comprised  in 
the  motion,  as  the  noble  lord  seemed  to 
expect.— -The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSB   OF   COMMONS. 

Wedtiesdatfy  January  2U 
'  [MiK.UTES.]  A  new  writ  was  issued 
for  a  burgess  to  serve  for  Coleraine,  in  the 
room  of  sir  O.  F.  Hill,  who  had^made  his 
election  for  Londonderry.— The  deputy 
clerk  of .  the  crown  attended^  pursuant  to 
order,  and  erased  the  names  of  lord  Fitz- 
liarris  and  lord  Palmerston,  who  were  re- 
turned with  Mr.  L.  P.  Jones  atid  colonel 
Wilder  to  serve  for  the  borough  of  Hor- 
sham.—Sir  J.  Newport  brought  in  the  bill 
to  am^ad  the  Corn  Intercourse  act,  passed 
last  session,,  by  not  extending  the  pravi- 
aion  of  the  former  act  to  any  grain  not 
the  growth  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
The  bill  was  jead  a  first  time. 

[L0NI)0ND£aRT    ElSGTIOV  PSTITIOV.] 

•General  Wal^U   moved  .that  the  order 


of  the  day  for  hearing  this  petition  be  dis- 
charged, and  proposed  that  the  l/th  of 
March  be  the  day  fixed  upon  for  that  pur- 
pose, as  much  -more  convenient  to  the  par- 
ty petitioning. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  thought,  that  such  a 
motion  not  being  a  motion  of  course,  some" 
reason  should  be  specified  to  induce  the 
house  to  do  that  which,  upon  mere  gene- 
ral grounds,  it  seemed  averse  to  do.  He, 
for  his  part,  was  such  an  enemy  to  any 
teazing.  procrastination  in  the  case  of  elec- 
tion petitions,  that  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  vote  against  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
general,  unless  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
grounded  upon  substantial  reasons.  The 
hon.  general  had  stated  ^merely,  that  if  bi» 
motion  was  not  agreed  to,*  it  would  be 
productive  of  inconvenience  to  the  peti* 
tioning  party.  This  might  be  true,  but  it 
was,  notwithstandingt  too  loose  and  gene- 
ral a  statement  to  warrant  theextraordina* 
ry  indulgence  now  called  for. 

General  Walpok  said  that  when  a  simi- 
lar indulgence  was  claimed  for  the  Aber- 
deen petition,  the  hon.  gent,  did  not  seem 
Co  think  tliis  indulgeuce  so  extraordinary, 
nor  did  he  in  that  instance  at  least  appear 
s^uch  an  enemy  to  delay  as  he  now  profes- 
sed himself  to  be.  And  yet  with  respect 
to  the  two  cases,  they  were  entirely  ana- 
logous, except  in  one  or  two  points,  which 
gave  that  of  the  Londonderry  petition 
stronger  claim  upon  the  indulgence  of  that 
house.  Both  places  were  precisely  the 
same  distance,  with  this  difference,  and  a 
material  one  it  was,  the  great  uncertainty 
of  passage.  His  own  repeated  experience 
had  enabled  him  to  state,  that  the  commu- 
nication between  the  two  coantries  as  to 
tlie  county  in  question,  had  often  not  been 
effected  within  less  than  a  fortnight,  and  to 
his  own  personal  knowledge,  once  did  not 
take  place  within  less  than  3  weeks.  He 
moved,  therefore,  for  the  delay,  in  order 
that  sufficient  time  might  be  allowed  for 
the  necessary  exchange  of  communicationt 
between  this  country  and  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  replied,  that  six  weeks 
had  already  elapsed  since  the  petition  had 
been  presented,  and  that  in  that  time  the 
necessary  communication  might  have  been 
made. 

Sir  /.  Newport  apologised  for  trespassing 
upon  the  house,  but  as  he  had  been  as  yet 
the  only  member  who  had  travelled  through 

I  the  fiery  ordeal  of  an  Irish  election  peti- 
tion, the  sttbject  was  too  interesting  for 
hita  to  let  pass  without  some  observaiioiu 
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U«  bdflgnd  Ie»ve  tOMtum  ibn  haim  of  the 
uidiflpeBs^bk  necessity  of  hq  Irisb  agent 
beia^  brpufth^  o?er  bere^  aod  tbat  even 
tbip  6t9p»  fimpte  4«  it  nigbt  Appear,  was, 
he.  could  stale  from  experience,  preductivA 
9^  t'6»t  twibie  and  coosiderabk  delay ; 
besidefi  it  was  oot  ooe  ^ioipk  comintinica* 
IIQA  tiUt  migbt  be  oecessery,  but  perhapa 
more,  att  if  some  errors  accompaniffd  ibe 
Cr9t  here,  this  first  should  be  sent  back 
e^JQ,  and  thus  ibe  delay  of  transmission 
might  be  very  reasonably  expected*  The 
bppae  bad  granted  a  Airther  day  in  the 
ea^e  of  the  Aberdeen  petition,  and  for  his 
part  be  tbovigbt  that  there  were  twenty  dmes 
^  grojinds  for  grantmg  a  like  indulgence 
in  the  present  case* 

^r.  Wi  XhuiAtn  in  explanation,  begged 
leav^  to  remind  the  house,  that  the  Aber- 
deen ctvie  «ras  in  Iwip  material  poit^ts  die* 
tinct  from  that  now  befom  the  bouse; 
tb.e  peculiar  circumstaace  of  the  Scotch 
baronet,  and  the  agreement  of  both  the 
parties  ia  tbeir  joint  wish  for  a  more  dis- 
tant day, 

Mr*  JPercnal  objected  to  the  principle 
laid  down  by  an  hon*  gent.,  that  the  sit- 
liog  member  allowed  to  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  a  seat  in.  that  bouse,  had  no  reason  to 
complain  of  delay  upon  the  part  of  the 
^titioners,  because  that  such  a  .prin^ 
eiple  might  be  readily  applied  to  all 
eiecttOQ  petitions,  and  therefore  cduld  not 
be  advanced  aa  peculiar  claim  upon  a  pe- 
auliar  indulgence;  and  because  that  even 
admittipg  it,  suspense  was  not  of  all  states 
ihs  most  enviable }  nor  did  he  at  all  think 
it  uneeasonabla  that  the  sitting  member 
sbo«iU  wish  that  his  suspeoie  should  be  put 
aa  ^ort  a  period  to  as  possible,  as  it  was 
vejry  natural  for  any  man  in  that  hous^  to 
feel  himself  more  comfortable  in  the  pos* 
«ea»ion  of  his  seat  in  parliament,  when  ail 
di>ubta  aa  to  tba  permanency  of  tbat  pos- 
sesion Dv^  removed^  As  to  tbe  argu*. 
ment  of  delay  upon  ihe  grounds  of  neces- 
im^y  i^mmunication%  and  bringing  over 
Irish  agents,  it  had  not  been  alleged  that 
auch  d^ay  v^as  pot  foreseen,  and  if  it  was 
Ibreseen,  there  was  certainly  su^oient  time 
to  provide  against  it,  as  six  w^eks  had 
elapsed  since  the  petitioa  had  been  pr»< 
senied. 

General  IValpoIc  uiswered,  that  the  de- 
lay tbat  had  hitherto  occurred,  was  owing 
to  th«  absence  of  the  petitioner  in  lite* 
land  4 

Lord  Hofoick  begged  leava  to  correct 
tbe  statement  of  the  learned  gent»  <Mr. 


Perceval).  Six  weeha  could  not  poseiblye 
have  elapsed  aince  tbe  presenting  of  \km 
petition  in  qneationt  as  dw  ele^ioD  to 
which  it  reUted  was  one  of  tbe  latest  in 
Ireland ;  at  the  same  time  he  would  say,  that 
however  entitled  tbe  dscumstance  of  ths 
present  case  was  to  the  indulgence  of  tbat 
house,  still  he  was  awan  that  gendemeia 
should  be  cautious  in  establishing  a  preoe* 
dent,  that  night  in  other  cases  hB  prodoc* 
tive  oC  inconvenieBt  operations.  From  thw 
connection  subsisting  between  tbe  par^ 
petitioning  and  himself,  his  lordship  said 
he  was  linwilliag  ta  go  into  the  merits  off 
the  question,  satisfied  that  the  bouss 
would  wisely  eatereise  its  own  discretion^ 
and  that  if  dM  dicumstances  were  suffix* 
cieutly.atrong  to  justify  the  present  mo- 
tion, that  motion  would  be  acceded  to. 

Mr«  Aesv  said,  that  the  return  was  gU 
ven  in  in  tbe  first  week  of  December,  ami 
contended  tbat,  at  the  time*  the  party  peti* 
tioning  must  have  been  aware  of  all  tli0 
consequent  delay  a  petition  would  be  pro* 
ductive  of,  and  the  term  of  time  the  pre* 
paratory  business  would  necessarily  require^ 

Mr.  C.  f^^aae  maintained,  that  it  wae 
impossible  for  a  party  petitioning  to  be  ap* 
prised  of  all  the  circumstances  at  the  close 
of  the  election,  and  that  it  was  upon  thia 
principle  that  parliament  granted  14  daye. 
from  tbe  first  day  of  their  sitting  to  all 
persons  petitioning.^  He  thought  that  in 
general,  Irish  petitions,  with  respect  to  the 
grant  of  a  distant  day,  had  peculiar  claims 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  house. 

Lord  G.  Bere9fard  said,  that  he  did  not 
receive  notice  of  this  petition  till  the  Sd  of 
January,  and  yet  that  since  that  day  bw 
had  been  able  to  effect  such  commuuica* 
I  lion  with  Ireland,  that  he  professed  himself 
ready  at  that  moment  to  go  before  the  com« 
mittee.-— The  house  then  divided  upon  tbe 
motion  of  general  Walpole,  that  the  order 
of  the  day  for  hearing  the  said  petitioA  be 
discharged.  Aye8,67 ;  noes,  49.  The  pe<* 
tion  was  then  ordered  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideratton  on  the  17th  of  March. 

[A&MT  EsTiXATXS.]  Lord  CaHkf&agk, 
before  the  order  of  tbe  day  should  be  pro«> 
ceeded  upon,  wished  for  some  explanation 
on  a  point  very  material  to  the  discussion. 
The  right  hon.  secretary  opposite,  onopeii« 
ing  his  military  plan  last  year,  had  stated, 
(hat  it  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  ihm 
men  then  sewing,  the  system  of  dtsehargee 
at  the  end  of  7  and  14  years  ;  but  that  the 
men  who  were  eutUled  by  having  served 
so   long,    were    to   have   the   increased 
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pt'oportionof  paymnd  allovaoce.  Itiasab-t  9.  CSdftbi«ffftrditto  . 

•eqneot  disoussioi^tllB  right  hon.  gentifinan  I  '^-  ^^^  ^»y  *<>  Superau 

l»d   stated,  that  it  waa  intended  to  dia-   „  ^'lT^T^^®^''*\• 

cfaarBe  Ui«  mea.wiio  had  aerved  81  y^ars,'-'  P«Mlc  Departments 

^i!^^^  pensioDS.     He  wished  to  toow 

whether  tliis  latendon  bad  been  carried  in- 

lo«#ect?  Whether  the  men  who  had  ser- 

^  2i  years  were  diacfaa^ed,  or  still  1^ 

taiaed  in  service ;  if  they  were  retained 

W  service,  whether  it  waa  vokmtaiy;  and 

rf  It  was  voluntary,  whether  they  had  the 

increased  adTantagaa  of  pay  and  aliowan- 

cee ;  and  also*  if  they  had  been  discbamed, 

^herthey  had  the  fall  peesionsi 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  said,  it  had 
heeu  la  cootemplation  at  the  period  alio, 
ded  to  by  the  noble  lord,  to  discharge  with 
lutf  pensions  the  men  who  had  served  21 
ywuns.  His  own  opinion  as  to  the  pitipri- 
ety  of  that  proceeding  was  still  the  same. 
iHit  It  was  a  point  that  rested  with  the  dis. 
c*etiO0of  his  majesty's  government  gene- 
Way ;  end  which  had  not  yet  been  deci- 
ded upon.  The  men  who  had  served  tliat 
Pjariod  of  time  Iiad  not  demanded  their  dis- 
charges, they  of  course  remained  still  in  the 
••rvice,  having  all  the  advantages  of  pay 
«Dd  allowances  which  the  vote  of  last  ses- 
iHMi  granted. 

On  the  motion  of  the  secretary  at  war, 
the  house  went  into  a  committee  of  supplyj 
to  which  arcre  referred  the  Army  Estimates,' 
FDMented  by  him,  on  the  14th  instant,  and 
Um  Estimates  of  the  Barrack  Department, 
mid  the  commissariat,  presented  by  Mr.' 
Vanaittart  on  the  14th  inst. 

The  Secretary  at  War  said,  that  as  the 
estimates  iie  had  to  move  were,  witla  very 
hm  exceptions,  made  conformable  to  those 
of.rtfae  hist  year,  it  would  not  be  necessary 
for  him  to  trespass  upon  tl>e  ijoose,  at  any 
coaaidtttable  length.  The  estin^ates  now 
before  the  committee  were  classed  under 
$6.  heads;  namely,  _ 

Chargx^' 


Allowance    to 
keepers,  he 

13.  iisif  Pay  au4  Mill* 
tary    AUowanc^s  •  < 

14.  Ditto      American 
Forces 

15.  Ditt4   aootoh   Bri<^ 

1 6.  Ia  >•  Peosioaers  of 
Chelsea  and  Kil- 
maioham  Hospitals  ->-• 

17.  Outi-PeikskNMrt  of 
ditto  ...,...*.  — ^ 

18.  Witiow**   Pea«ioas  — ■- 

19.  Volunteer    Cori)s  .  — 

20.  Foreign     Carps  .  . 

21.  Roynl  jMIIharf  Col<- 
*W 

%%  Royal  Military  Asy- 
lum   , 

tb.  Allowances  to  Reti- 
red and  OAciatiftf 
Ctmpteiaa  .  ,  .    . 

24^  Hospital  SxpeqoM 
(Ireland)    ..... 

25.  Barrack  Depart-' 
ment   (ditto.)  ... 

26»  €ompftMiooatotist»- 


34418  11 
221200  18 

AmfftQS    \ 

192^15    3  1 


n&i  0 


S05^  !• 

.  .  ¥i%5%  7 

149(K301  4 

W2540  19 


mt5  5  u$ 
^im  8  ft 

18COS  ij  if 

184«1  10  10 


46M£ld  1» 
10000    0 


Deduct 
Force*  .  , 


the    Indta 


334180    14743248  12 


TOTAI. 


85115 
3090^ 


58f«397    0 


141609M  U    # 


NlDHBia. 


t 


GQanU>     GSrrifloas, 

&<J tia795 

.6U  Foncea  ia  the  Piaota- 

tiooa,    &c '79158 

C»  India  Forcei .  ...     25115 

4%  Treept  aiMl  Cbmpa^ 
aies  for  reccuiljnf 
ditto  ....    ... 

5.  Eecruiting  and  Con- 
tingencies   - 

•e.  General  and  Staff 
Officers - 

7«  Embodiod  Militia  and 
Peucible  Infantry  . 

••  Contingencies  for  di t- 


44X51^3    0    6 


2C09]4:r  13 
582397    0 


437 


94262 


525214  10 

227249    0 

190529  17 

2493644    7 

€ftl53  17 


10 


In  the  multiplieitj  oi  services  cumpre* 
bended  ia  the  es^msteS)  some  YSriatiooe 
in  the  charges  must  of  course  occasionally 
ocour.  Bnt  the  variation  upon  the  whole  wai 
sniali.  The  diflereirce  was,  in  point  of  num^ 
ber  of  men,  5384,  and  in  point  of  charge 
%\76L    Tlicre.was  thus  an  excess  in  this 
3fear,  but  stjii  there  was  a  nearer  coincii* 
dence  tiian  in  any  other  two  years.    It  was 
only  where  the  rariadon  was  considered 
ble,   that  he  should  take  any  particular 
notice    of   it,   leaving  the  less  materiai 
points  to  be  explained  afterwards.     If  any 
gentlemen  should  wish  for  particular  in<» 
formation  about*  them.    The  scale  of  the 
establiahment  was  nearly  the  same  as  in  the 
last  year,  being  at  the  rate  of  800  men  a 
regiment  for  cavalry  ;  and  of  battalions  of 
1200   men,  1000,  800,  6OO,  or  400,  for 
the  infantry,  according  to  the  actual  strength 
of  the  corps,  as  neaily  as  it  could  be  esti« 
mated.     He  shoald  consider  the  two  first 
estimates,  that  of  Guards  and  Garrisons, 
and  that  of  the  plantations  together,  ae 
compising  the  whole  of  tlie  regular  army 
at  home  and  abroad.     On  thia  item  there 
was  an  increase  of  241|557/«    This  ty|i9  e^ 
considerable  increase,  but  it   was  owing 
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^rio6ipan3r  to  the  addition  to  the  establifth-  fit  was  d^n^le  to  redaoe  to  the  certabtf 


meot  of  one  new  regiment  of  foot,  the 
lOl.st,  which  was  the  only  one  of  the  Irish 
Tegiihents,  ordered  to  be  raised  some  time 
sinoev  that  had  been  .completed.  There 
were  al^o  six  garrison  battelions,  compo- 
sed of'  the  men'  raised  under  the  Defence 
fcU-  y^.  had  not  Yolnnteered  for  general 
service.  Gentlemen  were  aware  that  no 
ftirtber  proceedings  were  to  be  had  under 
the  defence  act  after  the  last  year.  These 
^ttalionswercL  instituted  to  receive  the 
men  from  the  second  battalions,  who  would 
engage  for  homeservice  only.  There  were 
besides  ten  veteran  battalions,  the  corps 
for  garrison  service  in  Canada,  and  the 
corps  called  the  royal  African,  part  of 
which  was  in  Africa,  and  the  other  part  in 
the  West  Indies;  and  to  the  latter  part  of 
iirhich  an  addition  of  two  companies  was 
made.  There  were  also  1 1  companies  of 
Sicilian  trbops  •attached  to  the  regiments 
at  present  in  Sicily,  and  commanded  by 
British  officers.  It  was  expected,  natu- 
fiaWy,  that  the  raising  of  this  force  would 
attach  the  natives  of  Sicily  to  the  Briti9h 
standard,  and  that  it  would  render  their 
aid 'and  their  services  available,  in  the  best 
IpossiUe  manneir.  Th^re.Nvas  an  increase 
of  the  staff  officers  for  foreign  service, 
which  had  naturally  arisen  frotn  tiie  expe- 
ditions that  had  been  sent  out.  There 
was  an  increase  in  the  commissariat  from 
the  same  cause ;  and  there  was  an  addi- 
tional charge  of  1 10,000/.  for  the  increa- 
sed pay  and  allowances  voted  in  the  last 
year.  The  total  amount  of  the  increase  in 
all  the  items  was  439,732/.  The  amount 
of  decrease  which  was  to  be  deducted,  was 
composed  of  the  25th  dragoons  in  India,  and 
the  royal  waggon  train  reduced  to  4  com- 
panies, and  7  battalions  of  infantry;  the 
reductions  on  which  amounted  altogether 
to  81,77  L/.  There  was,  besides,  a  saving 
of  30,000/.  in  the  transport  of  troops  from 
the  Irish  establishment.  When  the  amount 
of  these  articles  of  decrease  was  deducted, 
there  would  remain  a  balance  of  increase 
of  241,53?/.  The  next  branch  of  the  es- 
timates was  the  Public .  Departments,  in 
which  there  was  an  increase  of  44,222/. 
Of  this  40,000/.  bad  arisen  on  account  of 
the  auditor  of  the  exchequer,  for  exchequer 
bills,  to  make  good  a  deticienoy  of  20,000/. 
from  the  last  year,  and  the  remainder  for 
|he  current  service.  The  charge  of  a  num- 
ber of  offices  had  been  taken  from  the  ex- 
traordinaries  of  the  army,  and  included 
ip  these  esiimatea,  9u  the  principle  that 


of  estimate,  every  thing  of  wfaicb  an  es« 
timate.could  be  formed.  Of  these  offices, 
that  of  the  commander«in-cbief  amounted 
to  7,560/.  In  addition  to  this,  there  was 
the  charge  of  the  quarter-master-general's 
department;  that  of  the  adjutant-gene- 
ral, the  inspector-general  of  recraits,  that 
army  medical-board,  the  ofBce  of  the 
judge«advocate»g^neral,  and  the  comptrol* 
ier  of  the  army  accounts,  makbig  altoge- 
ther 44,822/.  The  next  increase  ;ut>se 
from  the  arrangements  adopted  in  tb& 
last  session,  with  respect  to  the  out-pe)i« 
siouers  of  Chelsea.  The  amoont  of  this 
increase  was  considerable ;  it  was  114,171/* 
The  next  estimate  was  one  in  which  seve- 
ral debates  had  taken  place,  the  Voluntebr 
corps*  The  gentleman  would,  be  waasure, 
hear  with  pleasure,  that  under  this  head, 
there  was  a  saving  of  248,000/.  but  for 
the  circumstance  of  its  having  become  ne- 
cessary to  keep  the  corps,  in  certain  parts 
of  Ireland,  on  permanent  doty,  for  four 
months,  instead  of  one,  as  had  been  cal- 
culated. This  prolongation  of  permanent 
duty  had  caused  a  diminution  of  the  sa- 
ving to  the  amount  of  119fOOO/.  Thera 
was  another  item  which  produced  a  de« 
crease  of  charge  in  this  department,  though 
not  to  the  pubUc ;  he-  meant  the  transfer 
of  the  artillery  of  the  German  legion  to  the 
ordnance  department.  The  decrease  pro- 
duced in  the  department  of  the  secretary 
at  war  by  this  transfer,  was  153,658/. 
There  was  one  estimate  of  charge  in  tb^ 
paper  now  before  the  house,  which  was 
entirely  new.  .  It  was  the  Compassionate 
List,  for  which  no  actual  provision  had 
ever  before  been  made  by  parliament* 
For  several  years  it  had  rested  upon  an 
imaginary  fund,  savings  upon  the  half-pay, 
which  did  not  exist.  It  was  now  judged 
proper  to  state  the  exigency  to  parliament,, 
and  to  require  .a  distinct  provision.  It 
was  impossible  to  confine  the  subject  of  this 
charge  within  a  particular  estimate.  It 
was  taken  at  IQflOOt,  -  If  it  should  exceed 
that,  the  deficiency  would  be  made  good 
afterwards.  The  utmost  that  was  given  to 
any  one  person,  was  20/.  a  year.  He 
would  not  detain  the  house  with  going 
further  into  the  detail'  of  the  items,  but 
woujd  content  himself  with  stating  that  h« 
was  ready  to  give^  the  fullest  informatioa 
that  any  gentleman  could  require  upoa 
any.,  point.  The  present  estimates  had 
been  formed  with  tlje  utmost  aitention  to 
public  economy »>as  wovlc}  app&ar  to.^^^'3f 
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gentleman  onjAvestigation*  With  a  view 
to  a  better  insight  into  this  point,,  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  separate  the 
consideration  of  the  additional  pay. and 
allowances,  and  to  compare  the  expences 
of  the  last  and  the  present  year,  as  if 
that  addition ,  had  not  in  fact  taken  place. 
The  total  amount  of  the  estimates  of  the 
last  year,  exelusive  of  the  additional  pay, 
was  13,936,321/.  The  total  amount  of 
the  estimates  of  this  year,  exclusive  of 
the  additional  pay,  was  13,710,951/.  af- 
ifording.a  difference  in  favour  of  this  year 
pf  225,39$/.  But  there  was  a  drawback 
tp  be  made  from  this  saving,  in  consequence 
of  certain  charges  which  were  withdrawn 
from  the  war  office,  and  provided  for  else- 
where, to  the  amount  of  120,000/.  On 
the  whole  view,  of  the  estimate,  there  was 
ground  for  congratulating  the  country  on 
an  augmentation  of  the  number  of  forces, 
and  a  decrease  of  the  expense  of  the  esta* 
blishment,  of  150,000/.  The  additional 
cgcpenses  upon  the  whole,  inclusive  of  the 
additional  pay,,  were  but  451,000/.  On 
the  full  consideration  of  the  estimates,  he 
was  of  opinion  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  John- 
atone)  who  had  the'  other,  night  ^ven  no- 
tice of  a  charge  against  ministers,  for 
waste  of  the  public  money,  would  be  very 
much  at  a  loss  for  any  foundation  in  the 
military  departments.  In  1806,  when  the 
present  ministers  had  first  come  into  office, 
if  they  had  proceeded  according  to  the  sys- 
tem before  acted  Upon,  without  any  refor- 
mation, the  total  charge  would  have 
amounted  to  no  less  than  14,800,000/. 
He  did  not  mean  to  state  that  his  majesty's 
late  ministers  would  have  come  to  parlia- 
ment for  that  sum,  but  that  they  must 
have  asked  for  that  sum  according  to  the 
former  scale,  unless  certain  reductions,  of 
which  be  was  not  aware,  should  have  ta- 
ken place.  Thus  there  would  have  been, 
Recording  to  the  old  scale,  an  additional 
pharge  of  640,000/.  exclu»ve  of  the  addi- 
tional pay  and  allowances ;  but  with  the 
additional  pay  and  allowances,  of  800,000/. 
There  were  only  two  or  three  other  points 
upon  which  he  would  have  to  claim  the 
indulgence  of  that  house.  The  genera] 
training  he  should  leave  to  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Windham)  who  had  formed  tiie 
plan,  and  to  whose,  department  it  belong- 
ed. He  should,  therefore,  content  him- 
self with  stating,  that  the  returns  had  been 
made,  and  that  every,  -thing  was  ready  for 
carrying  it  into  execution,  whenever  his 
xniyesty'a  ministers  should  think  fit.     The 


next  point  was  that  of  tha  volunteers,  an£^ 
it  was  matter  of  satisfaction  to  him  to  states 
as  he  was  sure  it  would  be  to  every  gen«» 
tleman  in  the  house  to  hear,  that  all  the 
gloomy  apprehensions  that  had  been  formed^ 
and  all  the  dire  predictipns  that  had  been 
put  forth  of  the  whole  dissolution  of  tha& 
respectable  body,  in  consequence  of  the 
reductions  made  in  its  expenditure  in  the 
last  session,  had  been  completely  falsified 
in  the  event*    During  the  agitation  of  the 
public  mind,  and  of  the  volunteers,  which 
had- been  produced  by  misrepresentatiod 
and  studious  irritation,  while .  the  subject  ^ 
was  under  discussion,  some  symptoms  of 
disinclination  to  further  service  might  have 
appeared.     But  on  better'  consideration^ 
and  better  understanding,  these  ill-advised 
discontents  subsided,  and  the  same  order, 
for  the  service  of  the  country  remained; 
without  any  material  defalcation  -  in  ^piaini 
of  numbers.     By  the  papers  on  the  table  it 
appeared,  that  the  diminution  in  tbe^eii 
fective    strength   of  the  volunteers    wi^ 
very  inconsiderable*     But  he  would  static 
the  amount  of .  the  establishment  ratheis 
than  the  effective,  as  that  would  afford  the 
fairest  means  of  judging  of  theextent  of  the 
operation  of  the  late  regulations.     At' the 
present  moment;  the  apprehensions  of  w 
vasion,  that  had  called  forth  and  stimu^ 
iated   the  volunteers,  had  subsided,  and 
some  relaxation  of  activity  may  have  ariseii 
in  consequence ;  but  there  was  no  doubt 
that  this  highly  esiimabledescriptionof  tb4 
public  force  would  again  display  its  cha^f 
racteristic  zeal  and  spirit,  if  a  renewal  of 
the  enemy's  menaces  should  call  for  a  simif 
lar  ardour  and  enei^.     ( Hearl  hear !  from 
the  opposition  bench.)  The  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  seemed  to  triumph  in  this  testis 
mony  to  the  merit  of  the  volunteers,  as  ii 
it  was  a  sort  of  inconsistency  in  his  ms^fes*- 
ty's  present  servants.    But  the  present  mif 
nisters  had  found  fault,  not  with  the  v6« 
lunteers  themselves,  but  with  the  mannei^ 
in  which  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  had 
organized  them.    Certainly  the  present  mi* 
nisters  bad  never  been  guilty  of  uttering 
any  charge  so  disrespectfal,  as  that  so  per* 
tinaciously  upheld  by  the  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite,  that  the  volunteers  would  disband 
themselves,  in  the  event  of  any  redaction 
of  their  pay  or  allowances.     He  wascon^ 
fident  that  the  volunteers  were  still  acte^* 
ated  by  the  same  steady  attachment  to  the 
cause  of  their  country,  and  equally  ready 
to  expose  their  lives  for  its  defence,  though 
their  pay  was  diminished.     He  thou^t 
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ihm  propBT  mmj  •!  judgiaf  tkm  pdut  ifw, 
to  tabs  the  anoamt  of  the  tatoblnbiadfit, 
^■hich  vfmoAd  beit  show  the  numbers  tfaet 
Ud  difbaedad  ttuBtomhrnB^  frem  distiite- 
fbetioo  «Hb  the  new  erfengement.  The 
vbde  number  tbet  bed  retirpd  from  tbi/i 
eeute^  me  ll*4ll6.  The  number  thel  rK 
mained  CM  esvipke  wae  369i,4O0»  Thejieirt 
]K>h>t  vat  the  alteratidn  in  the  sysiMe  of 
tecniitiDp;  &  point  whkch  had  been  dte- 
•utsed  more  than  enj  other.  Theespla* 
eMiioa  of  what  had  lihen  place  eo  Ihb  head 
hefenge<niore  pfoper]!)r»  perhaf  s,  to  a  per- 
eon  much  meie  abie  th*n  he:  bnt  in  ooi^ 
•ideration  of  the  aaoue^  the  honee  nsto* 
tally  Ml  upon  it,  he  tbengbt  it  ngbl  tosay 
tometbing  vitfa  respect  to  it  here.  U 
%nttkl  be  remembesed  kf  anmy  gentietnen^ 
4ial  eo  hnig  ae  IS  yean ngo,  he hnd  tirged 
tte-prapriefy  of  adopting  a  measoieof  thf^ 
kbid  for  theamefioratioo  of  thenraigr.  It 
eranld  be  remenbeKed  also^  that  he  never 
dnpeetedi  from  the  adopdenol  it,  any  sud" 
dim  einct^  but  rather  a  gradual  ameKom* 
tion  in  the  recroitnig  of  the  amiyy  Wad^ 
innUy  to  the  most  beneficial  efieets.*  He 
mm  of  epinien-  that  the  meataps^  so  far  m 
it  had  near  been  tn«lygaf«  foU  appearsaee 
of  the  beoedti  be  bad  antieipatedir  and  he 
tna  8atie6ed  tbatt  while  itcontiiiueiattebe 
Idedf  it  nonld  be-  hmnd  move  benefleta) 
^eeiy*  year.  It  was  na  ai^umeitt  agaiatft 
Ibe  peAoaaent  benedt,  thar  no*  mpfd^  f m- 
yioeemeat  bad  yst  been  fete.  It  was  ne« 
tifi  kst  Octoisev  thet  the  measure  had-  been 
flegolari]Fearrtedintn<eftiet.  Consequendy 
there  had  not  faaen  nihtr  itnd>  in  tlir  last 
ymPi  k  wouH  pertiaps,  be  taking*  tt>o 
moebcsedii  tcMthis  Dwaswre  to  tespiiin  to 
itttbe  wiiole^af'thennoprovement  in  the  re- 
emittng  deparllkaene  that  had  wk(9tl  pleae 
eince.  Octinberr  but  it  was  oermin  that  it 
hnd.  been  eminendy  sncesssib]!  in  A»  Vwo 
g^natobjeetSH^f  obtaining  a  greatep  namber 
e£  nsen  ae  a  kiwef^  bounty;  U  had:  also 
heen^eminentiy  suoosssAil'  m  another  great 
end  bsnedciat:  point  of  view,  the  diminu'* 
tim  of'  desertioni  These  gMot  adivoasageB 
iMHe'tonspicttOiisini the^ shortKpertod  o^  t^e 
ksl'year^iniw  hid»  tbenew' system  badt  been 
nebsdepe«irandif>itrhadbeen  titedmttie 
#thenaiaieittheofthe  yeai^,  he  vi«#oerttttn 
tiiB.'beneficialeieeteof  it^  would  ^bavebeeit 
Bore^  conspicuonet.  Thetiewetn  the  only 
topios .  he>  ietok  hiedney  te  nodded  If  any 
gQntlemdnfliei]mred>lnftilere9Eplanitftionei  be 
wwdd  moeeteadify*  gra  them,  tte  con* 
dudndt,  with  mo«>tn{t*the  first  Resel^ioni 
•^That  iadi)79^  «fibottve  men,   coannia^ 


stoned  and  non*eonMBiMioncd  omters  ni« 
daded^  be  employnd  in  the  United  King^ 
dom  of  Oieat  Britain  and  Ireland,  from 
the  95tit  of  Dec.  I8D6,  ft>  the  24th  of  Dee* 
1907/^  On  the  qoettloo  being  pOf » 

Lord  ikuikHwgknM.  Me  soM  h«  ha^ 
listened  wkh  petit  attention  t&  the  stnte* 
ment  of  the  right  boot  gent.»  and  thonglb  . 
bo  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  th#  itemei 
he  conlbtsed,  he  certainly  Mi  ebnsiderabMl 
dHfieahyin  entering  into  this  diseussioDt 
from  the  titrcomstanee  of  the  ettimatet  nvt 
being  printed,  and  stiH  more  from  the  want 
of  BBf  distinet  speeification,  as  t(y  a  great 
part  of  the  expesioe,  that  bad  arisen  out  of 
thenawnieaanresadoptedTnthehist  session. 
It  was  dii^uk  to  com«'  prepared  to  sfhftt 
en  opinion  generally  npim  a  krge  bnmeli 
€ti  the  public  expenditure,  wisew  a  great 
part  of  Ibe  expenditure  of  thet  hrsncfi  re« 
nunaed  wfaolly  ncienplained*  ^rle  thoeghC 
pnHiainent  wm-  nDOceeeBuribf  snbfeeted  Hi 
thss  dUKcttliy,  aud  that  a  toare  MPexpl»« 
nation  might  have  been  aibrded  before  Ihd 
eeUmat^  were  caRed  fttr.  He  hud  innn 
gined  that  when  pteliameat  wsu  eaRed  to* 
gather  at  a  pefiod  so  uansttfal,  and  so  in* 
eonsisteat  with  f he>  habits  tff  the  eountrf*, 
soaie  meaeave  conneeted  with  the  pera^ 
mupunt  interasts  of  the  people  ti^nst  fm^ 
bee»  the  moftve.  Ifotbhig,  howei^r,  hud 
yet  been^  submitted  te  pa-rltement,  but  thd 
ordinary  rouehie  bostoessv  except  m^rel]^ 
the  negeutntion  papers.  Andl  he  Wtti-  of 
opinien  tha«  the  discossioil'  of  fbav  snbji6<it, 
too,  might  better' have  been  postponed- tAl 
n  period  more  congenial  to*  the  pariiamen* 
tary  practtee  of  bueinest,  and  more  Kkelj^ 
to^beaceonvpanied'  witii^afb^  attendankio 
of  members  ^  Such  a  postponeihent  would 
bar^^  suited  a.  a^bjeet  in^Iving'  so  mate* 
rialiy  the  cbaraeter  and  eonduetof  minie* 
tors,  and  the*  honour  and«  intei^sfe  of  the 
Goutitry ;  audi  it  would  hmre'  been  more  bOL 
eoasing  thuit  the  unnecessary  precipitutleh 
with'  which'  tbr  papers  Ihid  been  foiled 
upon  the  cousid^ation^  of  pUrKameeV.  The 
right  hon.  gent.  Who  had^opeited' this*  dis 
bme,  was  notiin  theimmedialte  Uounrileof 
his*  mi^eety;  bu«  hsr  hekl  » high  and  i^ 
spom^ble-  situation^  and  ought,  the««fttt^^ 
to  be  able  tO'aesignsfufllcrietitgroundtJbr 
the  fnanner  in  whichbdaemd.  •  Ai  thU'lhst 
ynai^  theJri^  hisfK  gimt.  hnd'brooght'ibiw 
watd  the  Artny>  BeHmatee  fbu««^  times,  in* 
stead  of  one^  iit >ottlSsr<to*alloMrtime40  m«* 
tute  t^arfungtment^ which  w^i^  theniifi* 
dor  cotttevnplalloti.  He  Wished  Uorknow 
why  tliO'siime  spsee  mtght^ae^'be  now  aA* 
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lowed  for  the  completion  and  elucidation 
of  arrangement,  and  what  occasion  there 
was  for  the  present  unexplained  precipi- 
tancy }  There  was  on  the  notice  book,  an 
intimation  from  the  right  hon»  gent,  at  the 
bead  of  the  admiralty,  that  be  meant  on 
Friday  to  move  for  10,000  additional  sea* 
men.  He  did  not  suppose  that  he  should 
resist  the  motion ;  but  he  thought  it  would 
have  been  better  to  complete  tiie  arrange- 
ment for  the  year  before  any  yearly  esti^ 
mates  were  submittedi  rather  than  to  come 
forward  with  an  imperfect  estimate  in  the 
first  instance,  and  a  supplementary  esti- 
mate after*  He  was  sorry  to  see  the  house 
caUed  upon  by  the  present  proposition  to 
sanction  by  implication  the  new  military 
measures,  tiie  charges  for  which  were  in- 
cluded in  the  vote  without  any  explanation 
as  to  their  effect,  or  their  distinct  expence. 
He,  for  one,  thought  that  system  could  not 
possibly  be  persevered  in.  It  was  parti- 
cularly improper  to  call  on  a  new  parlia- 
ment at  the  close  of  the  Christmas  holidays, 
when  members  were  not  in  full  attendance, 
to  approve  those  measures,  without  a'  full 
explanation  of  their  efifect,  and  a  distinct 
specification  of  the  expence.  This  preci- 
pitancy  was  the  less  excusable,  as  there 
would,  have  been  no  difficulty  to  vote  any 
necessary  sum  oib  account,  in  order  to 
allow  time  to  place  the  whole  subject,  in 
all  its  branches,  fully  under  the  view  of 
the  house*  The  right  hon.  gent,  had  made  his 
statement  with  great  candour ;  but  he  had, 
in  his  opinion,  taken  too  narrow  a  view  of 
the  subject ;  and  much  of  the  last  part  of 
what  the  right  hon.  gent*  had  said,  made 
him  sorry  that  the  custom  of  building  upon 
establishments  had  been- resorted  to.  The 
effective  force  on  foot  should  be  looked  to, 
and  then  it  would  be  to  be  considered  whe* 
ther  ministers  had  an  army  adequate  to  the 
expence  to  which  they  put  the  .country; 
and  whether  there  was  any  reason  to  hope 
for  a  force  sufBcient  to  consume  what  par- 
liantent  was  called  upon  to  vote*  Thb 
boaated  national  saving  of  240,000/^  always 
exoepting^  the  new  expenditure,  was  an 
economy  *  upon  establishment  al6ne»  ai^ 
ziot  iipoo  the  elective  force  serving  agaiimt 
the  enemy*  He  should  be  extremely  glad 
to  nee  iQ  hia  majesty^s  minsters  any  indt- 
catipoa  of  vigour  which  would  justify  htm 
in  looking  forward  to  the  eiEciant  expeo* 
ditore  of  a  great  part  of  their  aopf^icas, 
which  could  not  posaiUy  be  expended  in 


much  fairness  to  arrogate  credit  for  ( 
noroy  upon  the  comparative establishmei 
taken  at  different  times,  and  under  differ 
circumstances.     Though  the  right  h 
gent,  was  not  in  the  cabinet^  he  ought 
be  able  to  state  fully  the  grounds  of  a 
vote  he  proposed^    The  right  hon.  gei 
ought  to  ground  the  vote^  not  on  the  es 
mate, .  but  on  the  effective.     Upon  rel 
rence  to  the  estimates,  the  gross  numb 
of  men  was  3a4,180<    From  tliis  w:as 
be  deducted  the  number  of  conimi^sionc 
and  non-commissioned  officers  and  pr 
vatea^  who  amounte^^  in  the  proportion  < 
about  one-eiginb,  to  about  41,09^,  leavin 
293,400.    This  was  the  ^timate  of  esta 
blishment;  but,  looking  to  the  effective 
there  was  a  further  deduction  to  be  mad^ 
for  a  deficiency  of  37,000,  which  wouU 
reduce  the  actual  f(Mrce  to  1260,555.    H< 
was  always  desirous  to  vote  supplies  to  the 
full   extent  in  which  they  could  be  mad^ 
use  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  covntry;  but 
he  thought  it  too  much  to  ask  funds  for 


37)000  mean,  who  were  not  in  existence 
nor  likely  to  be  80»  If  his  ma|e»ty's  minis^ 
ters  could  show  any  probability  that  in  any 
part  of  the  year  these  37  »00Q  men  would 
be  in  service,  he  would  readily  grant  thft 
vote ;  but,  if  theiiB  were  no  prospect  of  thai, 
though  he  held  it  to  be  the  duty-  of  tlie 
house  to  grant  the  fullest  supplies  ths(t 
could  be  made  use  of  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  he  could  not  in  any  case  think  it 
warrantable  to  grant  a  supply  of  Uns 
amount,  without  any  prospeet  Uiat  it  woald 
be  used.  The  total  absence  of  ground  for 
the  demand  was  enough  to  render  it  indis- 
pensable with  him  to  refuse  the  graot,  hovr^ 
ever  unwilling  he  was  to  do  so.  It  was  the 
duty  of  mkiisters  to  adopt  measoies  cal- 
culated to  carry  the  effective  strength  of 
the  army  to  the  height  at  which  it  ought 
to  be ;  foe  iu  all  the  discussions  this  sub* 
ject  bad  undergone,  in  all  the  diversity  of 
opinions  as  to  the  mean»,  this  one  prio^ 
ciple^atleastrwas  imtversally  agieed  upoo, 
that  the  effective  strength  of  the  regular 
army  ought  to  be  carried  considerably  be- 
yond its  present  amouttt.  Nothing  had 
occurred  since  the  agitaluoa  of  mihtarj 
sul^ects  in  that  house,  in  March  last,  to  in- 
duce any  wish  to  diminish  the  force  of  the 
country.  If  our  operaUoas  could  not  be 
directed  towards  the  Coatinent,  our  troops 
might  be  employed  in  maritime  attacka. 
It  was  true,  that  in  March  last  the  French 


tfaa  piesent  state  of  the  arn^.    He  was  I  armies  were  on  the  borders  of  Hungary, 
.mm  the  r»g)iit  hoo>  geot*  opposite  had  loo  I  and  that  now  they  were  on  thabatiks  of 
Voi.VIH.  I    21 
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the  Vistula ;  but  this  was  not  a  circiim- 
stance  which  should  leaH  us  to  be  remiss 
in  our  exertions.  If  the  internal  security 
of  the  country  were  a  niaiter  of  concern  to 
the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite,  (and  that 
right  hon.  gent,  had  tormerly  expressed 
himself  very  gloomily  on  that  subject,) 
he  wished  him  to  consider  in  what  situation 
Great  Britain  might  be  placed,  if  the  French 
emperor,  having  obtained  his  object  in  Po- 
land, was  enabled,  either  by  peace  or  by 
urar,  to  liberate  his  army  from  that  coun- 
try. Prussia  had  been  moved  from  the 
military  map  of  Europe.— The  power  of 
the  enemy  would  envelope  i  from  the 
Baltic  to  the  extrenaity  ot  4::urope.  If, 
therefore,  at  the  period  to  which  he  b.id 
alluded,  the  right  hon.  gent,  agreed  that 
great  exertions  were  necessary,  every  thing 
that  had  since  happened,  every  thing  that 
was  now  happening,  should  prompt  him 
to  increase  those  exertions.  To  what  had 
the  late  ministers  pledged  themselves  on 
this  subject  ?  Not  merely  to  a  general  aug- 
mentation  of  our  military  strength  ;  they 
had  specifically  stated  the  manner  iu  which 
that  strength  should  be  effectually  in- 
creased. When  he  had  himself  declared 
it  necessary  (at  the  time  wheu  he  had  the  ho- 
nour of  a  seat  on  the  opposite  bench)  to  add 
20  or  25  thousand  men  to  our  army,ihe  right 
hon.  gent,  ran  before  him  on  that  subject. 
And  when  that  right  hon.  g*nt.  came  into 
power,  his  determination  appeared  to  keep 
pace  with  his  former  opinion,  and  he  ex- 
pressed his  sanguine  expectations  of  ob- 
taining an  army,  great  .as  the  important 
crisis  in  which  we  were  now  placed,  de- 
manded. The  late  right  hon.  secretary  for 
the  war  department,  had  also  gone  so  far 
as  to  express  indignation  at  the  limits 
which  he  (lord  Castlereagh)  had  proposed 
to  set  to  the  augmentation,  and  spurned 
the  idea  of  any  bounds  to  it.  He  bad 
called  on  the  country  to  rouse  from  the 
slumber  in  which  ic  had  so  long  been  sunk, 
and  endeavour  to  regain  its  ancient  nrili- 
tary  character.-^Under  all  these  sanctions, 
he  was  justified  in  contending,  that  it  was 
the  general  opinion  that  the  national  inte- 
rests imperatively  required  a  great  aug- 
mentation x>f  the  army,  and  that  no  means 
should  be  left  untried  to  accomplish  this 
important  object.  Thecoiintry  had  a  right 
to  expect  the  accomplishment  of  this  ob- 
ject from  his  majesty's  present  ministers. 
Above  all,  they  had  a  right  to  expect  it 
from  the  right  hon.  secretary  for  the  war 
department,  who,  both  in  the  late  adminis- 


tration, and  in  that  of  lord  Sidmonth,  had 
said  that  those  aHmtnistratioi|s  should  be 
disgraced  and  degraded  for  tpfi  inefficiency 
of  their  military  measure^/  He  had  con- 
tended that  they  should  be  successively 
displaced.  For' what ?-*^To  make  room 
for  a  government  having  his  countenance* 
and  in  whom  the  empire  could  fepose  with 
confidence  their  trust  of  fortning  an  army 
ade(|uate  to  the  interests  of  this  country, 
and  the  situation  of  Europe.  What  had 
been  the  increase  of  our  military  strength  f 
He  would  compare  it  with  the  right  hon. 
gent/s  idea  of  the  increase  necessary;  he 
would  compare  the  right  hon.  gent,  with 
himself;  he  would  compare  bis  adminis- 
trauon  witii  the  adrauiistrations  that  had 
incqrred  his  pointed  censures.  Our  effec. 
tive  military  strength,  rank  and  file,  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1805,  (when  the  change  of 
government  took  place,)  was  248,r82  ;  (by 
some  error  in  the  papers  laid  on  the  ts^le, 
it  was  stated,  at  Q^%627 ;  but  the  former 
was  the  correct  number  i)  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1806,  oof  effective  military 
strength,  rank  and  file,  was  ^54^,665^  being 
an  increase  of  about  5000.  Our  reguW 
army  at  the  (brmer  period  was  173,600; 
at  the  latter  peribd,  178,500,  belong  an  ir»- 
crease  of  between  4  and  5  thousand.  NovT, 
if  this  increase  were  compared  with  the 
impressions  which  his  ninjesty's  ministers 
had  declared  that  tliey  felt  of  the  necessity 
of  a  considerable  augmentation,  .  it  would 
evince  u  most  miserable  failure ;  but,  oH 
looking' at  the  recruiting  account,  the  sub-* 
ject  would  appear  in  a  still  worse  light.* 
It  "would  be  seen  that,  between  January 
and  June  1806,  5,834  men  had  been  raised 
by  the  operation  of  Mr*  Pitt's  bill,  the 
Additional  Defence  act;  3,6'00  had  been 
raised  by  it  between  the  1st  of  March  and 
the  24th  of  June,  during  the  time  vrhtn  It 
was  languishing  and  dying  away  under  the 
threats  of  destruction  announced  against  it 
by  his  majesty's  ministers.  It  was,  never- 
theless, evident  that^  but  for  the  operatibn 
of  that  bill,  the  actual  state  of  the  army 
would  not  have  been  increased  one  man 
sincp  parliament  last  deliberated  on  the 
subject,  and  since  the  present  government 
came  into  power.  Had  it  iwt  been  for 
this  bill,  and  the  recruiting  from  the  Irish - 
militia  (which  produced  3000  men),  the 
right  hon.  gent*  would  have  met  parlia- 
ment under  the  degraded  and  melancholy 
stigma  not  only  of  havmg  neglected  to  in- 
crease our  army,  but  of  having  suffered  it 
to  be  wasteij  under  ^circumstances  v^hich 
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c^led  upon  the  country  for  greater  mili- 
tary exertions  than  it  had  ever  heretofore 
tnade.     On  the  casualties  also  which,  he 
had  last  session  st3led,.and  he  feared  too 
justly  stated,  must  amount  on  the  average 
to  15^00  a  year,  it' was  to  be  observed 
that,  owing  probably  to  his  njajesty's  mi- 
nisters having  so  entirely  engrossed  tliem- 
selves  with   the  negociatiou  with  France, 
they   seemed  until   lately  to  have  dives- 
tpd  their  minds  of  every  idea  of  carrying 
on  offensive  operations  against  the  enemy, 
no  military  effort  had  been  made,  conse- 
«juently  the  number  of  casualties  had  been 
leas ;  but  we  must  expect  that  in  S6\000 
troops  now  employed  in  Foreign  service, 
the  number  of  casualties  would  conside- 
rably ncrease.     It  was  impossible  to  sup- 
pose, that  they  would  be  exempt  from  the 
uatural  consequences  of  battle.     Nothing 
could  be  .farther  from  his  mind  than  to 
press  an  invidious  comparison  between  the 
right  hon.  gent,  and  other  individuals  ;  but 
he  trusted  that  the  comparison  which  he 
bad  made,  woulff  have  a  tendency  to  rouse 
that  right  hon.  gent.*s  exertions,  and  thus 
prove  advantageous   both  to  the  country 
and  to  his  own  character.     Did  th£  right 
boQ.  gent,  recollect  the  declaration  which 
he  made  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament^  that  such  werie  the  military 
necessities  of  the  country,    that  not  an 
hour  bbould  be  lost  to  repair  the  evils  with 
which  we  were  threatened  ?     Let  him  look 
at  the  growth  of  th'e  regular  army  under 
former  administrations,  ,  and  compare  it 
with  the  growth  under  the  present  admi- 
nistration ;  and  the  C9mparison  might  sug- 
gest to  him  a  little  distrust  of  his  own  abi- 
lity for  military  arrangements,  and  a  great 
deal  of  forbearance  from  the  remark  on  the 
^bihty  of  others.     Examine  the  increase  of 
the  regular  army,  from  the  1  st  of  July,  1 803, 
to  the  1st  of  July,  1804-,  duringthe  adminis- 
tration of  lord  Sidiuouthy  an  administration 
so  much  vilified  by  the  right  hon.  gent.  I 
On  the  Ist  of  July,  1803,  the  regular  army 
amounted  to  9^,342  men ;  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1804,  it  amounted  to  140,119  men, 
being  an  increase  in  one  year,  of  40,777 
men.     But  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  magazine 
of  military  sarcasms   was    not  exhausted 
during  the  administration  of  Iprd  JSidmouth 
-—He  continued  to  vent  his  reproaches  on 
the  administration  by  which  it  was  suc- 
ceeded.    That  administration   continued 
in  office  until  the  beginning  of  February 
1806.     He  had  before  stated^  that,  on  the 
istof  July^  1804|  the  regular  force  amounted 


tb    140,119  men;  on  the  Ist  of  March, 
1806,  (the  nearest  period  to  which  the  ac* 
counts  were  made   up,)  it  amounted   to 
1/3,600  men,  making  an  increase,  in  twen« 
ty  mouths,  of  33,481  men.^    Let  the  coun- 
try^ compare  this  with  the  increase  under 
the  right  hon.  gent.'s  management,  from- 
the  middle  of  February'  to  the  present  mo- 
ment, of  between  4  and  5  thousand  men ! 
an  increase  too,  for  which  he'  was  totally 
indebted  to  the  expiring  efforts  of  the  Ad- 
ditional Defence  act.T-^But  he  owned,  that 
when  he  heard  the  right  hon.  gent,  talking, 
in  a  strain  of  romantic  enthusiasm,  of  par- 
rying the  military  glory  of  Britain  to  a 
higher  pitch  than  it  had  hitherto  attained, 
he  anticipated  the  consequences  that  had 
ensued.     The  right  hon.  gent,  had  beea 
perpetually  telling  the  late  administration, 
•'  take   away  youi*  acts;  take  away  your 
useless  machinery ;  and  Til  be  bound  to 
get  you  a  better  army  than  you  ever  had 
before."     Had  he   done  so? — He  would 
proceed  to  examine  the  numbers  raised  by 
ordinary  rebruiting.     It  would  be  found, 
that  the  produce  of  1S04  and  1805  had  not 
differed  materially  from   the  average  of 
former  years.     Calculating  the  annual  pro- 
duce  of  the  ordinary  recruiting  under  the 
right  hon.  gent.'s  management,  at  the  rate 
of  the  month  of  December  last,  which  was 
the  highest  in  point  of  number,  and,  inclu- 
ding a  regiment  of  658  men,  which  ought 
not  to  be  taken  into  the  account,  as  they 
were  raised  under  the  operation  of  the 
measures  of  a  former  administration,  it 
would  be  found  not  to  exceed  1 1,800  men. 
The  numbers  raised  in  1805  by  the  ordi- 
nary recruiting  (when  the  Additional  De^ 
fence  act  was  operating  against  it)  was 
11,677:  so  that,  excluding  the  regiment 
which  he  had  mentioned,  the  ordinary  re- 
cruiting at  present  was  less  productive  than 
in   1805,  notwithstanding  all  the  embar- 
rassments to  which  it  had  then  been  sub- 
ject. It  did  not  appear  therefore,  that  one  man 
more  had  enlisted  from  the  temptation  of 
the  right  hon.  gent.'s  system,  and  he  could 
not  but  be  convinced  that  what  the  coun- 
try had  paid  to  mak^  this  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt, was  but  the  earnest  of  future  more 
extravagant  and  more  hopeless  disburse-, 
meuts.    In  the  year  1805,  the  actual  num- 
ber of  men  that  was  obtained  for  the  army 
by  the  ordinary  recruiting,  was  1 1  fiT7  ;  by 
the  Additional  Defence  bill,  8,388 ;  by  the 
enlistments  from  the  British  militia,  896*3;. 
by  the  enlistments  from  the  Irish  militia, 
4617 ;  making  a  gross  bcrease  of  above. 
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3d,000  men,   ejRlurive  of  above  9t009 
obuined  by  foreign  levies.^^Afier  deduct- 
ing the  caaudtieif  Ihe  net  increase  migbt 
be  estimated,  in  that  tingle  year,  at  above 
21,000  men;  while  the  whole  amount  un- 
der the  right  bon*  gent/s  system,  with  all 
Ills  wonderful  vigour  and  exertion,  and  cal- 
culated in  the  most  favourable  manner,  did 
not  exceed  between  13  and  14  thousand ! 
After  he  had  thus  shewn  that  the  experi* 
ment  had  fundamentally  failed,  be  wished 
that  the  comparison  of  ezpence  between 
she  right  hoo»  g^nt/s  system  and  those 
which  preceded  it,  would  afford  consola* 
Hon :  but  the  reverse  was  the  case.    At  the 
•utset  of  the  business,  the  right  hon.  gent* 
stated,  that  he  conceived,  out  of  the  new 
experiment,  an  expence  of  450,000/.  would 
immediately  arise.    He  (lord  Castlereagh) 
had  calculated  it  at  493|000/.    When  the 
estimates  were  printed,  it  would  be  found 
to  be  more.    This  was  the  first  visible  e^* 
feet  of  an  experiment  which  had  not  pro- 
duced a  single  additional  man  to^he  army  ! 
But  this  was  not  the  only  new  expence  ori- 
ginating in  this  measure.    Two^thirds  of 
the  increase  of  expence  in  the  navy  esti 
mates  might  justly  be  attributed  to  it;  for 
fhere  could  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  the 
right  hon.    gent.'s    military   plan    which 
prompted  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty,  during  the  last  session  of  par. 
liament,  to  propose  an  augmentation  in  the 
pay  of  the  petty  officers  in  bis  majesty's 
navy ;  an  augmentation  which,  he  allowed, 
became  necessary,  in  consequence  of  that 
plan,  but  which  certainly  increased  the  an- 
fiuab  expenditure  of  the  country,  during 
the  war,  on  this  point  alone,  to  between  7 
and  800,006/.    The  right  hon.  gent,  would 
perhaps  say,  that  the  house  ouglit  not  to 
pronounce  maturely  on  an  experiment  of 
fhis  nature.    He  would  be  the  last  man  to 
nrge  the  hasty  abandonment  of  a  military 
measure,  if  any  hope  remained  of  its  suc- 
cess; if  any  argument  could  be  adduced  in 
jts  favour,  or  if  the  situation  of  the  coun* 
try  was  such  as  to  render  it  eligible  to  de- 
vote {|n  additional  period  t6  its  trial.    He 
(lord  Castlereagh)  had  twice  pressed  the 
House  to  continue  a  military  measure  which 
they  were  called  upon  by  the  gentleman  op- 
nosite  to  repeal:  but  this  he  did  on  very  dtf<> 
rerent  grounds  from  those  on  which  the  pre* 
8ent>ystem  rested.  In  March  1 805,  when  the 
i^peal  of  the  Additional  Defence  bill  was 
proposed,  at  a  time  when  the  bill  yielded 
at  the  rate  of  9»000  men  a  year,  without 
the  sl^htest  injury  to  the  ordinary  recruit* 


ing,  and  subsequeotly^  when  it  produced 
300  tnen  a  week,  and  when  thus  producing 
at  the  rate  of  1 6,000  men  a  year,  he  bad 
called  on  parliament  not  ^  abandon  it. 
Had  the.  right  hon.  gent,  proposed  some 
auxiliary  measure  which  afibnied  to  the 
country  the  prob^btli^  of  giving  to  it  the 
amount  of  force  whidi  it  wanted,  while 
the  experiment  of   his  new  system   was 
trying,  he' might  perhaps  have  been  induced 
to  accede  to  the  continuation  of  that  expe- 
riment.   But  the  right  hon.  gent,  in  an- 
swer to  a  question  which  be  ha^  put  to 
him^  on  a  recent  evening,  had*  distinctly 
disclaimed  Uie  supposition,  that  any  such 
auxiliary  measure  was  in  the  cuntempla* 
tion  of  his  majesty's  ministers.     Had  such 
a  measure  been  proposed,  he  should  not 
have  been  so  completely  justified  as  he 
now  felt  himself  to  be,  in  opposing  a  sys- 
tem which  was  not  only  immediately  in- 
jurious, but  prospectively  destructive  to 
the  British  army.    It  was  Tor  the  present 
parliament  to  consider  whether  they  would, 
for  the  first  time,  make  themselves  parties 
to  this  new  system  of  expence  and  ruin. 
For  his  own  part,  he  felt  he  abandoned  his 
public  duty,  if  he  did  not  candidly  state  to 
the  house  that,  strong  as  his  impression 
was  of  tlie  mischief,  disadvantages,  and 
dangers  arising  out  of  the  measure  of  last 
year,  it  was  nothing,  compared  with  that 
which  he  felt  in  considering  the  effect  which 
the  new  code  contained  in  his  majesty's 
warrant  of  the  7th  day  of  October,  for  the 
regulation  of  {he  army,  and  which  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  house  of  commons 
during  the  present  session,  was  calculated 
to  produce.  It  was  wilh  considerable  regret 
that  he  had  heard  the  right  hon.  gent,  du- 
ring the  last  session  declare,that  he  had  made 
his  mind  completelyup  on  all  the  points  ofhia 
plan ;  yet  thiawarrant  shewed  that  he  bad  not 
ventured  to  execute  what  he  had  stated  it 
was  his  intention  tp  execute.    Of  this  he 
certainly  did  not  complain.    But  it  shewed 
conclusively,  a  distrust  on  the  part  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  on  the  very  outset  of  his 
system  ;  which  <  he  must  have  considered 
likely  to  fail,  or  he  would  not  have  diaap- 
pointed  the  expectations  of%the  soldiers  of 
21  years'  service.    When  he  had  stated  to 
tlie  right  hon.  gent,  that  the  annual  num-* 
her  of  these  amounted  to  5  or  6  thousand 
men,  and  that  his  measure  in  this  respect 
was  likely  to  counteract  itself,  he  liateoed 
to  those  statements  with  unbending  firm- 
ness :  but  when  he  came  to  carry  the  mea^ 
sure  into  executioa^  he  dreaded  the  con- 
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Bequefic^y  and'  altered  his  resolution.^^ 
But  there  were  o^her  points  in  this  code  of 
regulations  which  had  caused  the  appre- 
hensioos  of  danger  in  his  mind  to  swell 
into  the  utmost  magnitude:  he  pledged 
himself  to  bring  this  subject  before  the 
liouse  in  a  detailed  discussion,  although 
he  had  not  determined  whether  to  avail 
hioMelfof  the  introduction  of  the  Mutiny 
bill  for  that  purpose,  or  to  move  a  sp^ific 
resolution  on  those  points,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  seemed  likely  to  involve  the  coun- 
try in  fundamental  military  ruin.     In  can- 
dour to  the  right  hon.  gent.  ■■  he  would 
•late  three  or  ibur  of  th^  leading  points  to 
vfhich  he  objected.    The  first  (which  was 
towards  the  dose  of  the  warrant),  went 
to  the  complete  subversion  of  the  situation 
of  a  soldier,  as  it  had  hitherto  existed  in 
the   British  army,  and  to  the   total  de- 
struction of  all  order  and  subordination. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  placed  the  claim 
of  the  soldier  to  a  pension  on  a  legal 
right,  and  not  on  the  recommendation  of 
his  superior  officer,   on  which  alone    it 
could  witb  safety  rest.    These  pensions 
were  from  6rf.  to  1*.  6d.  a  day;  and  it 
was  true,  a  discretionary  power  was  vested 
in  the  Board  of  Kilmainhami  as  to  the  in- 
dividual amount.    But  the  warrant  went 
on  to  declare,  that  no~ non-commissioned 
officer  or  soldier  should- be    allowed  to 
claim  of  right  any  sueh  pension,  whose 
disability  arose  from  vice  or  misconduct. 
It  followed,    therefore,    that  every    one 
who  was  not  discharged  from  the  conse- 
quences of  vice  or  misconduct,    had  a 
claim  which  a  court  of  Justice  must  con- 
firm ;  and  this  without  any  limitation  of 
time,  without  any  consideration  whether 
he  had  served  2  days  or  21  years.      What 
the  effect  of  pensions  granted  by  right,  and 
not  on  the  recommendation  of  bis  superior 
officer,  would  have  on  the  mind  of  the 
soldier,  and  what  efiect  the  disbursements 
of  such  large  sums  would  have  on  the  fi- 
nances of  the  country,  it  was  unnecessary 
for  him  to  point  out.-— The  next  objec- 
tionable point  in  the  Warrant  arose  out  of 
the  answer  to  the  question  proposed  that 
night  by  him  to  the  right  hon.  gent.    The 
right  hon.  gent*  stated  that  none  of  the  sol 
diers  who  had  served  21  years  had  been 
discharged,  but  that  he  considered  them 
as  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  of  his 
measure.    By  that  measure,  a  soldier  who 
had  served  21  years,  was  entitled  to  re- 
tire on  a  pension  of  1«.  a  day,  or  18/.  5«. 
ftyear.    If  he  remained  in  the  service,  be 


was  to  receive  an  addition  to  his  pay,  of  a  . 
halfpenny  a  day,  or  15j«  a  year;,  and  ano- 
ther addition  of  a  halfpenny  a  day».on  erve- 
ry.  succeeding  year  in  whifch  be    might 
choose  to  continue  in  the  army.    Now,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  men  who  had 
served  21  years,  were  generally  under  SO 
years  of  age.    If,  therefore,   they  conti- 
nued in  the  array,  it  was  probable  that  on 
the  averfige  they  might  do  soibr  17  years. 
The  first  additional  15*.  to  their  yearly  pay  ^ 
would  therefore  be  worth  between  12/«  and 
1 3/.  sterling.    The  next  year's  ISa.  ytmld 
be  only  fractionally  less  valuable,  ani  so 
on.    the  effect  of  this  system  would  be  to 
crush  the  country  with  the  enormous  ex* 
pence,  unless  it  was  arrested  by  the  hand 
of  parliament.    Let  the  houte  also  consi- 
der the  effect  of  this  aystem  of  pensions  on 
the  men  sent  early  in  life  to  the  East  and 
West  Indies :  it  ordained,  that  the  soldier 
who  had  served  14  years  in  India,  should 
be  entitled  to  his  discharge,  and  the-sanie 
pensions  as  the  man  who  had  served  21 
years  in  other  circumstances.    The  climate 
of  the  East-Indies  was  healthy..    Suppose 
that  a  soldier  went  out  at  18  yeart  of  age* 
At  32,  according  to  the  right  hon.  gent.'s 
view  of  the  subject,  he  would  become  a 
veteran,  and  be  entitled  to  retire  on  a 
pension  of  18/.  5t.  which,  on  the  average* 
he  would  probably  receive  for  28  years* 
Now,  he  would  put  it  to  the  house,  how  it 
was  possible,  under  such  a  system,  to  con* 
tend  with  the  evils  by  which  vre  were  threi*- 
ened  ?  He  would  traee  the  operation  onn 
step  farther.    A  great  number  of  these 
.men  would  stay  in  the  army,  suppose  for 
8  additional  years  ;  he  would  then  be  enp* 
titled  to  an  accumulated  pension  of  27/*  7s* 
6d. ;  and  the  probable  duration  of  his  life, 
being  22  years,  a  bounty  to  the  a^mount  of 
that  sum  of  27^.  7s.  6d.  would  thus  be  gi- 
ven on  every  year  that  he  had  served* 
But  he  wished  to  know  what  vrould  he  the  . 
situation  of  the  right  hon.  gent  when  he 
came  to  disband  the  army,  or  to  reduce 
it  to  the  peace   establishment  f   Did   he 
consider  the  nature  of  the  discretion  which 
he  would  then  be  called  upon  to  exercise  f 
He  would  have  three  classes  into  wlucli  to 
distribute  his  discharges ;  but  how,  with«^ 
out  saddling  the  country  with  an  expense 
which  it  was  not  equal  to  pay,  could  he 
avoid  making  his  discharges  oat  of  the  first 
class.,  and  yet,  by  doing  thafe  he  would 
discharge  the  flower  of  the  anny»    Among 
the  regulations  of  the  Warrant,  it  was  star 
ted,  that  those  who  were  ^KhargiKi  should 
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fcceive'tteir  pensioner ;  but  that  thc^  should 
be  bound  to  obej  the  directions  of.  Chel- 
sea bospital,  and  come  to  serve  in  the  ve- 
teran battalions  when  they  anrere  called  up- 
on. -  III  the  course  of  a  few  years,  bowe- 
ver,  these  veteran  battalioiis  would  be 
domposed  of  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
possessing  a  complete  knowledge  of  their 
profession^  How  could  government  then 
avoid  considering  those  battalions  as  most 
fit  for  active  service,-  for  foreign  service, 
and  more  particularly  for  West-India  ser- 


them^  at  the  moment  when  energy  would 
have  been  particularly  serviceable.  «His 
lordship  concluded  by  declaring,  that  he 
should  not  oppose  the  passing  of  the  reso- 
lution, but  that  he  had  deemed  bioiself 
bound  to  state  to  the  house,  what  be  thought 
of  the  present  military  establisbineDt  ol 
the  couutry,  and  the  dreadful  evih  whlcUt 
he  was  eonvinced,  would  result  from  & 
perseverance  in  tlie  right  hon.  gent/s  mili 
tary  plans. 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham^  in  rising tore^ 


vice,  for  which  they  were  peculiarly  fit- (ply  to  the  speech  of  tlie  noble  lord,  fell 


ted  ?  And  thus,  all  die  motives  held  out, 
snd  by  which  men  were  to  be  seduced  into 
the  array,  would  cease  to  operate.     lie 
repeated,  that  he  -was  little  disposed  to 
consider  the  situation  of  this  country  in  a 
gloomy  point  of  view.     He  had  great  con- 
fidence in  its  strength ;  he  had  great  confi- 
denee  in  its  resources ;  and  he  was  happy  to 
find  thatthe  gentlemen  opposite  began  to 
think  with  him  on  this  latter  subject.  But  if 
mer  there  was  a  moment  in  the  hii^tory  of 
any  country  in  which  pecuniary  economy 
was  more  mdispenisably  necessary  than  in 
any  other,  tiiis   was    the    moment,  and 
Great  Britain  the  countr}%    The  right  hon. 
gent.,  he'  was  sorry  to  observe,  had  shewn 
himself  indifferent,  not  only  to  tbe  eco- 
nomy of  money,  but  also  to  the  economy 
«f  time.  '  Adverting  to  the  capiureof  Bue- 
nos  Ayi^8>  he   expressed  his  anxiety   to 
know  why  so  long  a  period  had  been  suf- 
fered to  elapse  before,  the  reinforcements 
llad  been  sent  to  secure  the  possession  of  that 
valuable  province  ?  Early  in  June,  govern- 
ment received  advices  from   St.  Helena, 
that  the  expedition  had  touched  there,  on 
its  way  from  the  Cape.     He  was  convinced 
.  that  within   ten  days  of  the  time,  when 
those  advices  were   received,    three   regi- 
ments of  infantry,  might  have  sailed  ;  and, 
whether  the  place  was  tenable  or  not,  it 
wouH  not  have  embarrassed  his  majesty's 
service  to  have  sent  that  reinforcement,  as 
it  was  necessary  that  troops  slK>uld  go  to 
India :  unless  they  sent  a  letter  of  recall 
to  the  forces  at  Buenos  Ayres,  ministers 
had  no  option  but  to  send  a  reinforcement; 
instead   of  doing  this  in  the  middle   of 
June,  they  did  not  send  a  man  until  Oc- 
tober ;  that  was,  until  lord  Lauderdale's 
return  to  this  country  :  t^hus  plainly  shew- 
ing that  his  motions  were  the  governing 
principles  of  their  actions,  and  evincing  a 
culpable  neglectof  their  duty,  by  abstain- 
ing from-  a  vigorous  exercise  of  the  power 
and  resources  of  the:  copntry  entrusted  to 


that  there  were  majiy  of  his  charges  whicl 

it  was   impossible  for  him  to  retaliate 

Two  hours  ago  he  was  ready  to  remove  tha 

part  of  the  noble  Jord's  accusation,  wbicl 

reproached  hini  with  taciturnity  ;  andxer 

tamly  the  mass  of  extraneous  matter  wbicl 

the  noble  lord  had  introduced  ii^to  hii 

speech,  had  increased  the  subject  of  re 

proach  ;  because,  it  w&s  impossible  for  bin 

to    follow    the    noble  lord  ,  through    tb| 

whole  of  his  arguments.     From  all  tha 

had  been  said  by  jjun  in  former  debates 

he  did  not  conceive  that' it  would  be  uc 

cessary  for  him  to  express  himself  muc 

at  length,   and  should  therefore  in   thj 

instance  adhere  to  taciturnity  by  being  a 

brief  as  possible.     It  would  generally  seen 

that  one  long  speech  imposed  the  necessit 

of  another  nearly  as  long  to  answer  it 

but  lieVe    the  noble  lord    bad    impose 

upon  him  the   taciturnity  he  complaine 

of,   because  he  was  not  at  that  late  hoi 

so  much  to  consider  the  time  that  migl 

be  spent  in  a  reply,  as  the  tin>e  thai  r< 

mained  to  be  spent.     When  he  had  opene 

his  measure  in  detail  to  the  house>  he  hH 

been  obliged  to  do  so  in  a  speech  of  coi 

siderable  length,  a  thing  to  which  he  a 

ways  felt  a  reluctance,  but  the  nuble  lord 

incidental  speech  of  three  hours  kept  th 

in  countenance.     The, noble  lord  had  on 

touched  lightly  upon  the  topics  which  1 

had  intimated  *his  intention  of  discussii 

more  at  length  on  some  future  day. 

replying  to   what  had  been  said    incide 

talljf  by  the  noble  lord,  he  should  first  r 

cur  to  that  which  was  still  fresh  iu  the  r 

collection  of  the  house,  and  which  the  n 

ble  lord  had  no  right  to  advert  to,  becau 

it  did  not  belong  td  the  question  befc 

the  committee.     He  sihould  refer   to  t\ 

point  as  a  specimen  of  the  noble  lor* 

reasoning.     It  would  make  the  house  d 

trust  similar  assertions  which  the  noble  Ic 

might  again  make  the  foundation  of  t 

most  extraordinary  conclusions.     The  n 
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ble  lord  bad  set  out  with  a  fact  wbicb  was 
not  founded.    .  He  had  stated,  that  bis 
nwyesty's  ministers  bad  received   the  ac- 
counts of  the  destination  of  the  expedi- 
tion to  Buenos  Ay  res,  from  .St;  Helena, 
€arly  in  the  mooih  of  June,  and  then  he 
went  on  to  argue  what  great  things  might 
Jiave  been  done  if  ministers  bad  acted  in 
the  manner  he  would  have  pointed  out. 
In  answer  to  this  argument  b«  should  iirst 
say,-  that  it  was  not  early  in  the  month,  as  the 
uoble  lord  stated,  but  it  was  upon  the  24th  of 
June  that  government  received  this  informa- 
tion,and  it  certainly  was  a  piece  of  informa- 
tion that  nobody  could  have  expected  them 
to  anticipate.    Tlie  noble  lord  might  speak 
of  preparing  expeditions^  and  sending  them 
to  sea  in  10  days,  but  it  must  be  recollected 
that  the  3  regiments  he  spoke  of  must  go 
over  in  ships,  and  tliat  those  ships  must 
have  ample  stores  and  provisions  on  board, 
and  b#  vessels  proper  to  send  troops  in  to 
such  a  distance.     If  the  expedition  was 
only  across  the  channel,  there  Were  plenty 
of  vesaels  that  might  have  been  easily  got 
ready  for  that  purpose ;  but  when  it  was 
recollected  that  they  were  to  cross  the  At- 
lantic, tQ  look  for  another  expedition ;  and 
if  they  could  not  find  it,  or  should  disco- 
ver that  it  had  been  unsuccessful,  to  re- 
cross  it  again,  to  look  for  a  place  of  safety  ; 
it  would  not  be  supposed  tbatsuchadescrip- 
.tion  of  ships  codd  be  gqt  ready  and  fitted 
out  in  so  short  a  time;    The  noble  lord 
■would  perhaps  have  sent  them  over  in  air- 
balloons,  or  some  such  other  expeditious 
mode  of  conveyances.    The  noble  lord  was 
equally  incorrect  in  this  statement  about 
the  passage  of  the  Narcissus :  he  had  pla- 
ced tlie  capture  of  Buenos  Ay  res  at  the 
end  of  the  month  of  July,  instead  of  the 
beginning  of 'it,  and  had  made  tlie  Narcis- 
sus arrive  in  England  at  the  beginning  of 
the  month  of  September,  instead  of  the 
end.     He  |)9lieved  it  would  be  found,  upon 
examination,   that  the  Narcissus   was   8 
weeks  on  her  passage,  instead  of  5 ;  and, 
as  she  was  a  single  frigate,  a  good  sailer, 
and  coming  with  good  news  (which  would 
induce  the  captain  not  to  make  any  devia- 
tion in  his  course),  it  was  not  probable  that 
any  force  could  by  possibility  have  been 
sent  from*  England,  whi^b  could  have  arri-' 
ved  there  before  the  1 2th  of  August,  if  it  was 
to  be  believed  thatHhe  place  was  then  re- 
taken.    These  were  tolerable  specimens  of 
the  sort  of  facts  upon  which  the  noble  lord 
grounded  his  reasoning.*— The  noble  lord 
'kady  however, '4weltwat  very  great  length. 

m  'I 


on  the  details  of  the  ozpence  of  the  n.< 
sjTstem,  and  upon  ^his  expeace  he  found< 
his  priucipul  objections  to  it ;  but  the  not 
^ord  had  certainly  forgot,  that  most  of  t 
gentlemen  in  that  house  had  heard  him  b 
fore  speak  at  great  length  upon  that  sii 
Ject,  but  with  very  httle  success ;  for  uft« 
arguing  at  great  length,  that  the  ^xpenc 
of  raising  men  by  Jthat  meana   would   1: 
ruinous,  he,  .in  the  very  same  breathy  cos 
tended,  that  no  men  would  be  raised  by  ii 
This  was  a  circumstance  whi^h  was  cei 
tainly  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  man; 
gentlemen  in  that  house.    He  had  oftei 
heard  it  said,  that  there  was  nothing  si 
fallacious  as. an  account;  he  thought  ths^ 
he'  might  also  say,  there  was  nothing  mon 
fallacious  than  a  calculation.    He  there 
fore  should  not  follow  the  noble  lord  in  ali 
his  calculations ;  he  should  content  hiov 
self  with  shewing  the  £dllacy ,  of  the  basis 
upon  which  the  noble  lord  had  formed  hla 
calculation.     He  began  by  reckoning  the 
life  of  a  soldier  discharged  from  service, 
and  who  had  encountered  hardships,  saifL 
the  variety  of  climates,  to   be  worth  2i 
years,  according  to  the  calculation  of  tbp 
insurance  offices  for  the  lives  of  those  wiio 
had  lived  at  home  and  in  a  difiercnt  mant- 
ner.     If  the  house  would  bat  grant  the 
uoble  lord  his  basis,  his  arguments  aud  h'l^ 
calculations  might  be  \ery  well ;  but  wheu 
ihe  basi$  was  removed  as  fallacious,  they 
must  fall  with  it.     In  arguing  about  the 
expeoces  of  the  new  system,  the  geullemeu 
on  the  other  side  always  appeared  to  con- 
sider, that  this  increase  of  expence  had 
been  merely  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  recruits;  he,  however,  had  al- 
ways staled  that  it  was  a  bare  act  of  justice 
due  to  the  brave  men  who  had  spent  their 
lives  in  the  service  of  tlia  country.     Ex- 
pence,  however,  was  merely  a  relative  term, 
and  must  be  considered  in  relation  to  the 
object  of  it.    A  hundred  pounds  might  be 
a  great  deal  for  one  object,  and  a  hundred 
thousand  nothing  for  another  object.    The 
argument  of  expence,  however,  did  not  ap- 
pear to  have  so  much  weight  with  the  gex\- 
tlemen  on  the  other  side  when^it  was  con- 
nected with  the  Volunteer  establishment, 
which  was  a  greater  favourite  with  them, 
from  supposing  that  it  was  one  of  their  own 
measures.      No  reduction  had  been  pro- 
posed in  the  number  of  the  Volunteers, 
but  merely  in  certain .  ezpences,    which' 
were  exorbitantly  extravagant.    The  great 
body  of  the  volunteers  must  have  thenxf- 
selveapermved.  the  ei^trav^g^pce  of  the 
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Ibmer  expehces,  as  a  namber  of 
cw^ps  had  be«n  given  large  extra  allow- 
ances superior  to  what  were  given  to  the 
volunteers  in  generals  The  striking  otf 
Ihese  extra  allowances  to  favourite  corps 
of  vokioceefs  was  a  saving  to  the  public  of 
between  3  and  400»000/« ;  but  the  same 
gentlemen  that  ^  violently  opposed  this 
diminution  of  expence,  now,  when  it  came 
to  be  a  question  about  granting  some  in- 
crease of  allowance  to  men  who  had  devo- 
ted their  lives  and  impaired  their  constitu- 
tions in  the  service  of  their  country,  wished 
to  dole  out  that  ptttauce  with  a  niggardly 
Hand,  and  made  it  a  liatter  of  icproach 
against  him  that  he  had  brought  forward 
the  measure.  He  should  not^  however, 
isar  the  repioaclies  which  he  might  meet 
with  on  t&is  score;  but  was  willing  to 
come  with  the  scroll  of  the  objects  and  of 
the  expence,  and  appear  before  the  tribu< 
Hal  of  the  world  and  of  posterity  to  answer 
lor  their  reproach.  He  would  present  it, 
wk^  the^tmost  confidence  that  it  would 
aieet  with  their  approbation;  and  it  would 
lie  the  pride  of  his  life  to  suppose  that  he 
bed  been  instrumental  in  increasing  the 
comforts  of  those  to  whom  the  nation  was 
so  much  indebted.  He  should  not  envy 
the  noble  lord  and  the  gentlemen  on  the 
ether  side,  if  they  could  bring  fdrward  ^ir 
schemes  and  calculations  to  prove  bow  our 
brave  soldiers  could  be  Miartti  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate  than  they  could  be  maintained. 
The  provisions  given  to  the  soldiers  upon 
their  dischaif  e,  had  not  before  been  in- 
creased since  the  time  of  Charles  II.  and 
when  it  was  considered  that  money  had 
been  so  much  depreciated  in  value  since 
that  period,  he  would  ask,  why  were  the 
defenders  of  the  country  by  land  or  by  sea 
to  be  the  only  class  of  those  who  serve 
her  who  are  to  ba^o  no  increase  of  allow- 
ance upon  that  account,  or  no  sliare  in  the 
bounty  of  the  nation  ?  The  calculation  of 
the  amount  of  those  snms  was  not  of  nearly 
so  much  consequence  as  the  great  question^ 
IVbether  it  was  too  mod)'  to  give  for  the 
services  that  were  done  }  If  it  were  allows 
ed  that  the  snm  was  not  ih' itself  too  great, 
it  cdnld  not  be  fairly  arguad  that  the  coun- 
try was  not  in  a  state  to  be  able  to  give  its 
brave  defenders  a  iair  and  just  saward  for 
their  services.  In  coniiidering  the  class  of 
men  that  would  probably  be  induced  to 
enter  into  the  army  \j  inose  regulatioas, 
4u)  noble  lord  began  by  a  very  odd  and 
whimsical  sort  of  arguoMat,  He  had  said 
that  this  syaieoi  wo«14^^  Ofaral^  Mstbe 


part  of  jociety ;  that  is^ 
on  thoogbtfal  and  considerate  meOt  who 
looked  somewhat  to  futurity.  It  there- 
fore appeared  that  the  noUe  lord  thought 
that  the  most  valuable  class  was  the 
thoughtless,  the  imprudenty  and  those  who 
were  easy  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  arts  of 
crimps,  or  ,the  immediate  temptation  of  a 
high  bounty.  In  this  opinion  he  must, 
however^  beg  leave  to  difisr  totally  from 
the  noble  lord:  he  considered  the  high 
bounties  both  injurious  te  the  men,  who 
received  them  for  the  purposes  of  de« 
bauchery,  and  still  more  in|UTious  to  the 
discipline  of  the  anny.  He  also  consi* 
dered,  thatoothing  could  be  more  desirable 
than  to  get  into  the  army  that  thoughtful^ 
considerate,  and  undebauched  class  tif 
men,  which  the  noble  lord  appeared  to  set 
so  little  value  on.  He  therefore  thoogbfc 
the.expence  of  the  system  was  not  rooie 
than  was  necessary  for  the  objects  it  had 
in  view,  which  were ;  first,  to  give  an  ade* 
quate  reward  and.  relief  to  those  soldiers 
that  shonld  be  disabled  or  discharged, 
after  having  served  their  appointed  time 
•of  service  ^  and,  secondly,  as  a  means 
to  bring  a  supply  of  the  most  valuable 
men  on  the  best  terms.  .As  to  what 
had  been  atated,  that  the  measure  had 
failed^*  he  must  absolutely  deny  it.  .  Since 
it  had  been  in  force,  it  had  raised  nearly 
doohle  the  number  of  men  that  had  been 
raised  during  acorreqx>nding  period  of  the 
last  yeKTf  and  with  a  reduction  of  five 
guineas  in  the  bounty :  so  that  when  the 
expence  of  jthe  system  was  talked  of,  it  must 
be  recollected,  that  it  had  already  operated 
a  reduction  of  five  guineas'in  the  bounty, 
and  he  hoped  that  it  would  proceed  by  a 
gradual  redoetioo,  to  take  away  the  boun- 
ties altogether,  aiul  leave  the  advantages 
of  the  service  as  the  principal  indttcenaent 
to  entering  into  i^#  There  was  no  reason, 
however,  why  some  conditifMt  might  not 
be  annexed  to  the  giant,  so  that  dbe  men 
who  recoved  these  advantages  mi^  be 
forthcoming  when  their  services  were  wanfr" 
ed.  In  that  ease,  it  would  not  he  necesu 
sary  to  look  for  a  number  of  raw  lecnufes 
when  wa  wanted  our  anniastot)e  inoicased. 
We  might  have  aoldieraeonabantlyaofbUedr 
who  could  instatttly  be  brought  into  the 
ranks,  when  wasted,  in  the  same  flnaoer 
-as  the  sailors  in  France  had  bean  kqit 
by  Ibe  registry.  Aa  to  the,  arguments,  of 
the  noble  lasd,  on  the  genecal  ineOcaey  of 
the  pbn,.  be  th^^^ht  tkathemifte  SfMHO. 
hipisaU tha  t^dble  ^tuam^nmg  thoifi ob- 
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nervations  at  any  lengfli,  by  merely  taking 
dway  the  foundation  upon  which  they 
rested :  he  would  shew  that  the  basis  of 
them  was  no  better  than  the  basis  of  his 
Argument  respecting  Buenos  Ayres.  He 
Bad,  in  perfect  conformity  with  the  opinion 
of  that  great  man  (Mr,  fox),  of  whom  he 
could  never .  think  without  sentiments  of 
Che  utmost  kindness  and  respect,  thought 
it  necessary^  that,  in  the  present  situation 
?)f  the  world^,  when,  we  might  look  to  a 
state  of  warfare  iti  which  the  country  might 
have  to  contend  for  its  safety  and  its  eiv- 
istence^  h»  military  means  should  be  in- 
<^reased.  He  did  not  mean  a  mere  tempo- 
tar^  addition  to  our  army,  or  a  forcing  the 
tnilitafV  means  of  the  country  beyond  their 
natural  power,  t>ut  a  positive  incnease  to 
those  means  and  to  that  power.  This  was  a 
ditference,  that  the  noble  lord  had  not  percei- 
ved, when  he  contrasted  the  strictures  he  had 
made  on  some  of  the  military  measures  of 
fais  predecessors,  with  the  arguments  that  he 
had  urged  in  sapport  of  the  present  system. 
In  those  strictures  he  was  only  arguing  on  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  what  he  concei- 
ved to  be  mere  temporary  measures,  whose 
bbject  was  to  procure  an  imniediate  addi* 
tion  to  the  number  of  the  army.  The 
System,  hotvever,  which  he  had  introduced, 
was  never  stated  by  him  to  have  for  its  ob- 
ject any  temporary  addition,  but  as  likely 
to  afford,  a  permanent  increase.  He  had 
eveti  not  appeared  so  sanguine  about  its 
immediate  operatbn^  as  many  of  those 
Vrho  supported  it;  and  he  would  now 
Bay,  that  the  opei'ation  of  it  hitherto  had 
been  much  greater  than  he  had  slated  or 
calculated.  1\\  speaking  of  the  Army  of 
Reserve,  he  considered  it  as  only  a  tempo- 
rary measure,  and  the  event  shewed  it  was 
no  more,  for  'tll4t  measure  di^d  of  itself, 
but  not  until  it  had  produced  a  considera- 
ble temporary  supply  to  the  army.  Of  all 
temporary  measures  which  had  been  pro- 
posed, he  certainly  considered  the  Army 
of  Reserve  to  be  the  beiit,  as  it  produced 
above  40,000  men;  but  whlen  it  had  done 
that,  it'could  go  no  farther.  The  next  rtiea- 
ilure  which  was  proposed,  and  which  he 
tconsider^d  as  merely  a  temporary  measure, 
Iras  the  Additional  Force  act;  and.  this 
Was  brtXQght  forward  with  such  great  pro- 
Ihise,  that  it  waa  the  principal  ground  of 
removing  the  former  administration.  If 
he  bad  made  many  strictures  on  this  mean 
ttire,  it  ^as  because  it  appeared  to  him 
mpossibl^  that  it  coutd  ever  be  the  means 
of  obticmiifg  what  it  urofessed— -a  perma- 
VoL.  VUI. 


nent  supply  for  l!he  regular  army.  He 
now  thought  that  it  had  completed  failed 
in  feVery  object  it,  proposed ;  for  if,  from 
the  addition  whicb  took  plice  in  the  armj 
duribg  the  late  administration  of  two  years# 
there  Wet^  to  be  deducted  Iboae  men  who 
entered  from  the  ^rmy  of  l^eserve,  and 
the  13,000  men  who  entered  from  the  mi* 
litia  (which  was  only  changing  the  existing 
force  from  one  hand  into  the  other),  and  u 
it  were  not  also  for  allowing  officers  to  raise 
corps  for  rank,  which  was  generally  allowea 
to  be  iiie  very  wo'rist  way  of  raising  men^ 
the  actual  increase  would  be  found  to  be 
very  small  indeed^  This  last  ittode  of  rai* 
sing  men,  he  certainly  should  mot  approve 
of.  Some  of  those  measures  might  have 
beeri  aseful  as  mefe  temporary  ineasures* 
They  weVe  like  a  dram  given  to  the  coun- 
try, which  for  the  moment  might  increase 
its  power,  but  whi^b  would  be  followed  by 
greater  languor  and  debility.  The  mea* 
sure  which  he  proposed,  had  for  its  object 
not  a  mere  temporary  increase  of  numbers, 
but  a  permanent  increase  of  the  po^'er  and 
military  means  of  the  country.  It  was 
not  a  measure  of  that  class  which  the  noble 
lord  seemed  so  much  to  approve  of:  his 
object  was, 

•'  NoA  fumum  ex  futjpre,  sed'ex  fumo  4are  lucem;*» 
at  least  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power.  The 
means  that  he  had  proposed  for  ejecting 
this  object  were,  first,  to  make  the  ser- 
vice as  desirable  as  poisible  to  those  who 
were  embarked  in  it;  and,  secondly,  to 
let  it  be  as  generally  knbwn  to  the  people 
as  possible,  what  superior  advantages  and 
cortforts  were  in  future  to  be  given  to 
those  who  should  enter  into  the  army.  But 
if  hereafter,  it  should  be  judged  necessary 
to  resort  to  any  sort  of  compulsory  mea?« 
sures,  even  then  the  advantages  of  the 
present  system  would  be  felt,  and  would 
make  the  compulsion  much  lighter;  for  it 
could  not  be  doubted,  biit  that  it  would  be 
iiiuch  easier  to  procure  Substitutes,  if  the 
service  was  made  desirable,  than  if  it  was 
not.  The  measures  already  adopted  were 
jjerfectly  compatible  with  any  measure  that 
it  might  hereafter  be  necessary  to  adopt; 
and,  if  even  another  Army  of  Reserve 
were  .to  be  raised,  the  good  effects  of  this 
system  would  operate  upon  that,  as  well 
as  upon  any  other  compulsory  mode  that 
could  be  adopted.  Whatever  else  parlia- 
ment might  resolve  to  dd,  they  woutd  find 
the  benefit  of  what  waa  already  done.  It 
must  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  house, 
that  he  never  stated  the  measure  as  likely 
2K 
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to  produce  any  powerful  immediate  eQ?ct 
in  ioicreuing  the  army,  but  he  had  consi- 
dered it  as  a  system  which,  beginning  with 
little,  would  constantly  increase  in  its  ope- 
ration, and,  in  time,  materially  increase 
the  Yuilitary  strength  and  means  of  the 
country.  When  he  was  charged  with  delay 
in  the  execution  of  the  system,  he  would 
at  least  say,  that  if  he  was  to  6e  justly 


But  npwthey  now  could  say,  '<  Here  we. 
have  it,*'  and  this  was  what  would  afford 
inducement  to  others  to  enter  the  service*. 
The  right  hon.  secretary  then  proceeded  to 
slate,  that  he  could  now  speak  much  more 
positively  as  to  the  good  effects  of  \he  mea* 
sure.  It  was  rather  whimsical,  however, 
'  to  hear  the  noble  lord  represent,  that  the 
experiment  had  fculed,  because  it  had  not 


Cbarg^  with  such  delay,  that  fault  was  I  immediately  produced  a  greater  number  of 


bis  and  not  the  foult  of  the  system.    He 
might  saj,  as  the  man  who  used  to  sell 
game  when  he  was  at  college  did,   when 
told  that  his  game  smelt  badly,    *^  it  is 
not  the  birds,**  replied  he,  *'  that  smell 
bad,  it  is  I  that  have  a  bad  smell.^    He 
should  say  in  the  same  manner,  if  he  had 
kept  the  measure  too  long  unexecuted,  the 
fault  must  be  personal  to  him,  and  not  in 
the  measure.    If  the  measure  had  not  al- 
ready made  greater  progress  in  its  opera- 
tion, he  supposed  it  must  be  in  a  great 
measure  owing  to  the  unenlightened  state 
of  that  part  of  the  community  on  whom  it 
was  to  act.   Although  the  members  of  that 
house,  and  gentlemen  of  their  class  of  life, 
taaight  be  perfectly  well  informed  of  all  that 
Wat  done  in  parliament,  yet  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  knew  very  little  about  the 
matter.    He  would  venture  to  say,  that  a 
great  majority  of  the  people  did  not  know 
at  this  moment,  who  was  First  Lord  of  the 
^Treasuiy,    or  who  was  the  Secretary  at 
IVar.    This  was  proved  to  him  by  bis  daily 
^receiving  letters,  upon  the  supposition  that 
he  still  held  a  situation  which  he  liad  re- 
linquished many  years  ago.    That  the  pro- 
Ireis  of  the  effects  of  this  measure,  there 
>re,  were  slow,  lie  admitted,  and  all  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  on  that  point 
was,  that  it  was  not  so  slow  as  he  supposed 
It  would  be.    He  consideredi  that  part  of 
the  operation  of  the  bill  had  been  retarded 
by  the  circumstance  of  the  measure  taking 
effect  at  a  time  '  which  was  intermediate 
between  the  payments  made  at  Chelsea. 
'Wh^n,  upon  the  next  payment,  the  addi- 
tional allowances  shall  be  actually  received, 
then  it  would  be  made  much  more  gene- 
'  tally  knoxvD  to  the  f»ublic  than  it  was  a^  pre« 
isent :  they  then  wpuld  see  that  government 
vvas  in  earnest  in  What  it  had  promised,  and 
Would  think  muck  more  of  what  they  saw 
)iad  taken  place  than  they  would  of  a  mere 
act  of  parliament.    The  pensioners  were 
dispersed  over  *  the  cpuntfy ;  and  though 
they  might  have  beard  of  the  intentions  re- 
specting  them,    they   might  have    said, 
"  What  sigpites  your  acts  of  parliament  ?" 


men  than  it  professed  to  raise,   when  it 
was  recollected  that  the  noble  lord  had  al- 
ways contended,  that  th^  Additional  Force 
act  had  not  failed,  although  it  produced 
nothing  near  the  number  of  men  that  it  was 
calculated  as  likely  to  produce.    It  was 
calculated,  that  from  the  1st  of  July,  I8O49 
to  the   1st  of  October,   1805,  it  was  to 
have  produced  40  or  50,000  men,  besides 
the  15,000  that  was  necessary  to  supply  the 
casualties  :  for  this  additional  force  was  to 
supply  all  the  deficiencies  in  the  army  of  re* 
serve  and  militia,  the  casualties  of  the  army, 
and  yield  besides,  an  increase  of  15,000 
men  to  the  army;  but  instead  of  doing 
this,  it  did  not  produce  more  than  15,000 
men  during  the  two  years  of  that  admiois* 
tration,  which  was  a  number  not  even  suf- 
ficient to  supply  the  casualties.   Thi9,  then 
indeed,  was  a  complete  failure,  as  it  pro« 
ved  itself  to  be  utterly  inadequate  to  the 
object  which  was  proposed.      He  never, 
however,*  contended  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  raise  men  under  it,  for  he  knew  that  if 
they  were  determined  to  raise  men  at  any 
pecuniary  expence,  and  at  any  ex  pence  of 
the  morals  of  the  people,  the  thing  was  to 
be  done.  If  they  chose  to  make  the^parishes 
liable  to  penalties  to  the  amount  of  4  or 
500,000/.  if  they  did  not  raise  the  men, 
by  even  giving  50  guineas  a  maii  for  them, 
certainly  they  must  raise  some  men.     If 
the  parish  officers   could  be  induced   to 
spend  so  much  money,  and  to  practise  all 
the  corruption  andarts  of  common  crimps, 
in  addition  to  the  abuse  of  their  own  power 
as  church-wardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor,   certainly  thdre  must  be  some  men 
raised.      The  regular   recruiting   service 


was,  however,  most  materially  injured  bv 
the  means  taken  to  carry  that  bill  into  eu* 
feet;  and  if  it  had  been  possible  for.  the 
bill  to  have  succeeded  to  the  extent  at  first 
calculated,  after  it  had  filled  up  the  defi* 
ciencies  in  the  Army  of  Reserve  and  Mili; 
tia,'it  would  after  that  have  only  yielded 
9*000  men  yearly,  which  would  not  have 
supplied  even  the  casualties*  Up  there* 
fore,  that  bill  had  suoceeded.   It  woulj 
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have  been  but  a  temporary  measure.  Be- 
sides, it  contained  in  itself  the  seeds  of 
its  own  destruction.  The  great  benefit  of 
the  present  system  was,  that  it  would  pro- 
vide for  the  progressive  supply  of  the  army. 
This  progression  made  him  prefer  it  to  any 
measure  that  would  have  a  sudden  or  vio. 
lent  operation,  because  this  state  of  the 
army  was  such,  being  12,t)00  stronger  than 
lit  the  ^dginning  of  last  year,  as  not  to 
Require  such  measures.  For  this  state  of 
the  army,  or  the  measures  that  had  pro- 
duced it,  he  did  not  take  any  great  credit 
to  himself.  The  statements  of  the  noble 
lord  appeared  to  him  to  be  founded  on  fal- 
lacious grounds  respecting  the  success  of 
the  recruiting  during  the  last  year.  He 
had  himself  a  statement  to  make  on  this 
head,  which  was  founded  on  accoutits  that 
the  house  could  rely  upon.  They  were 
the  accounts  from  the  office  of  the  Inspector- 
General  of  Recruits.  All  the  accounts  of 
this  office  were  kept  with  the  greatest  regu- 
larity, and  all  the  business  of  the  recruit- 
ing of  the  kingdom  was  carried  on  through 
this  office,  and  by  the  Inspectors  of  Re- 
cruits in  the  different  districts.  By  a  com- 
parison of  these  accounts  with  the  ac* 
counts  of  correspondent  periods  of  former 
years,  be  found  that  there  was  a  growing 
increase,  small  af  first,  but  at  length 
amounting  to  an  excess  in  the  proportion 
of  two  to  one.  If  the  noble  lord  should  ob- 
ject to  this  comparison,  because  the  Parish 
bill  obstructed  the  recruiting  in  a  former 
year,  then  that  would  be  an  admiisiou  that 
he  had  never  before  made,  }t  having  al- 
ways been  stated  that  the  Parish  bill  did 
not  interfere  with  the  ordinary  recruiting. 
If  the  noble  lord  should  not  so  object,  then 
the  conclusion  was  inevitable  that  the  prtv 
sent  was  tlie  better  mode  of  •  recruiting. 
But,  then,  the  hon«  gentlemen  opposite 
might  say,  that  this  mode  of  recruiting 
did  not  produce  as  much  as  the  other  two, 
and  he  should  not  say  that  it  had.  Btit  it 
produced  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one 
more  than  the  ordinary  recruiting,  and 
the  desertion  was  considerably  diminished. 
Besides^  under  the  Parish  bill,  men  above 
fbe  standard  age,  and  .three  inches  below 
the  standard  size,  were  received.  A  t  pre- 
sent,  no  men  would  be  received  under  5 
feet  5  inches.  The  increase  in  the  recruit- 
h>g  had  been  progressive,  but  in  the  last 
few  weeks  it  had  exceeded  the  produce  of 
the  Parish  bill  and  ordinary  recruiting  in 
tbe  correspondent  period  of  last  year. 
Tbero  was  to  that  advantage  to  be  added, 


the  amount  of  the  recruiting  at  head-q 
ters,  which  had  been  finally  extinguii 
by  the  Parish  bill,  and  of  which  no  ret 
had  been  yet  procured.    He  was  not  a^ 
of  any  other  observation  of  the  noble  1 
to  which  it  was  at  that  time  necessary 
him  to  advert.    Many,  he  was  sure,  v 
worthy  of  remark,  but  other  opportuni 
wov^ld  occur  for  that  purpose.    As  ito 
circumstance  of  the  men  being  entitled 
right  to  the  allowance,  it  had  been  thou, 
proper  that  men,    who  had  spent    tb 
lives  and  constitutions  in  the  service 
their  country,  should  not  be  left  to  t 
caprice  of  commanding  officers,  as  to  th 
title  to  their  reward,  after  a  service  of 
or  21  years.  The  noble  lord  bad  observe 
that  a  man  who  might  be  disabled  after  t^ 
or  three  years  service,  would  be  entitled 
his  pension,  but  if  disabled  in  the  servic 
he  would  ask  why  he  should  not  ?     He  i 
vited  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  to  £ 
into   the  proofs  of  the  statements  he  hs 
made,  because  the  more  they  should  I 
enquired  into,  the  more  they  would  t 
found,  correct. 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  that  there  were  soro 
remarks  mad^  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  t 
which  he  should' slightly  advert,  others  I 
which  he  should    reply  more  fully,    an( 
some  matters  he  should  notice  that  had  no 
been  treated  as  fit  for  the  attention  of  th< 
committee.  The  observations  of  bis  ooblc 
friend  (lord  Castlereagh)  seemed  to  havf 
been  wholly  jnisunderstood ;  the  anfl^^hro* 
nism  complained  of  had  nothing  to  do 
^ith  the   argument ;.  the  charge  against 
ministers  was  distinctly  this,  that  they  had 
taken  no  means  whatever  to  secure  the  ac- 
quisition of  Buenos  Ajres  until  they  had 
intelligence  of  its  re-capture.    The  right 
bqn.  gent,  affirmed  that  there  was  hardly 
any  thing  more  fallacious  than  calculation. 
This  opinion  he  (Mr.  Perceval)  supposed* 
was  the  reason  why  he  never  indulged  the 
house  with  his  estimates  ;  and  from  the 
same   motive  it  was  that  the  noble  lord's 
computations    remained    uncontradicted ; 
or  perhaps  it  might  be,  that  the  arithmeti- 
cal view  given  of  the  subject  was  unan- 
swerable, and  the  right  hon.  gent,  pru* 
dently  declined   making  an    attempt    iii 
which  he  could  not  succeed.    The  misfor- 
tune was,  that  when  the  right  hon.  gent, 
did  try  his  hand  at  calculation,  he  was  al- 
ways erroneous.    Such  was  his  represen- 
tation with  regafd  to  the  bounty,  which 
he  said  had  been  reduced  5  guineas.    The 
truth  wasy  that  on  the  former  plan,  for  21 
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goipeA9  a  inaQ  was  procured  for  life,  and 
00  the  present,  for  17  f,  a  service  of  only 
7  y^ars  was  obiained^  Thus  for  th«  triBing 
^iffi^renc^  of  5L  Is.  three  tim^s  the  dur^r 
^ion  of  service'  w^^  acquired.  The  right 
^00.  getit.  told  the  committee  that  the  De- 
ff  Dc^  act  bad  failed  in  every  particular ; 
y^X  th^  fact  was,  that  at  the  very  time  it  was 
l&rogaitedf  it  supplied  aunually  I^OOOmen. 
Kow  it  wa9  admitted  that  the  measure 
^oaid  produce  men,  yet  the  objection  of 
the  rigKt  boo*  gepc,  which  was  yet  ripgiug 
m  bis  (Mr.  Perceval's),  ears,  before  was, 
that  it  would  supply  mone}',  and  not  men. 
Another  concession  was,  much  in  the  same 
style,  directed  to  the  Army  of  itesei^ve act : 
be  (Mr.  P.)  could  only  understand  this  as 
an  offe^  pf  friendship  to  his  right  hon. 
friend  wl)o  proposed  it,  and  he  would  not 
complain  that  any  civility  should  be  so 
properly  applied^  The  right  hon.  gent, 
yras  accustomed  to  assert,  that  no  defence 
yrss  competent  but  the  regular  army,  and 
Qpt  a  n>Qxnent  should  be  lost  in  augment- 
.  ing  lU  The  committee  had  now  beard  from 
him,  that  these  measures  were  abundantly 
conducive  to  this  object;  but  they  had  not 
learnt  from  the  same  authority,  why  they 
^ere  predpitately  abandoned.  So  much 
i)t  the  consistency  of  the  right  hou.  gcut. 
■file  right  nop.  the  secretary  at  war  menti- 
oned the  Training  billi^  the  situation  of  the 
Volunteers,  and  the  progress  in  the  new 
mode  of  recruiii^ig.  Qn  the  6rst  he  observed 
tliat  nothing  was  to  be  said,  and  as  the 
ri^ht  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Windham)  was  un- 
luckily of  the  same  opinion,  nothing  had 
^een  said  upon  it^.  A  measure  Siur^ly  upon 
which  nothing  can  b,e  said,  might  certainly 
W  denominated  a  faiUng  project.  So  lit- 
t(le  had  al^o  be^n  said  on  the  condition  of 
nxe- Volunteers,  that  th^  right  hon.  gent, 
^ight  as  well  have  been  silent  on  that  sub- 
jjsct  also.  It  wa^  inserted  that  there  bad 
been  only  a  triflipg  reduction  in  the  num- 
bei*  of  the  Volunteers,  J(^id  y^t  the  cocnpu- 
tation  vras  professedly  madei  not  from  the 
effective  return^,  but  from  the  noniinal 
f*stablishmen(r  tiow  w^A  it  possible  that 
the  Volunteers  should  not  be  diminished, 
^hen  those  ^nt^ring  after  tl)e  i^4th  of  Juqe 
last  were  to  receive  no  pay  at  all?  ybder 
tftis  circumstance  a  deficiency  was  a  neces*. 
sary  conseqvif hi^e ;_  and  the  wisdoip.  pf  mi- 
pbters  had  proposed  to  supply,  this  by  th^ 
Trainin^g  bill,  which  it  now  appeared  was 
wholly  inoperative.  Th^p,  as  tP  the  re- 
^ruitipg,  (he  facts  seated  by  the  rig^it  hpu. 
gent,  were  ^utirely  different  from  those 


which  were  to  be  collected  from  thue  |Mip*rs 
on  tbe  table.  He  might  have  ao  accumlB 
account  in  his  pocket,  bilt  it  woald  have 
been  more  respectful  if  be  had  aubiaitted  ii 
to  tbe  examination  of  the  house.  Tbe  ri^bt 
hon.  tbe  secxetaty  at  wax  had  aaid,tbat  thr 
new  mode  of  recruiting  could  not  be  ieem^ 
ed  to  have  commenced  until  Oct*  and  Nov« 
last*  and  io  the  former  month  1 1^,  in  \bm 
latter  10^4  men  were  pbtained,  or  in  t^ 
total  22^0.  Such  it  appeared  in  the  twa 
favoured  mouths,  and  in  tbe  same  of  laat 
year  no  fewer  men,  than  3103  hitd  been  ac'^ 
quired,  being  an  excess  of  883  m«n.  Such 
were  tbe  advantages  of  this  bo«isted  ^yatem* 
Yet  it  was  not  tbe  &ir  way  to  govern  th« 
estimate  by  the  most  favoured  period*.  Im 
Feb.  of  last  year,  1282  were  added^  being 
above  lOP  more  than  were  produced  bjp 
the  ordinary  recruiting ;  and  by  the  othei^ 
mode  which  was  described  as  suspended, 
no  fewer  than  830  were  suppkecJU  In  the 
next  month  the  number  was  13 1 ^»  an  exr 
cess  of  200  upon  the  new  way,  aiul  further 
from  Mr.  Pitt's  bill  8^1 ;  in  April  1088^ 
and  in  May  1100;  and  thesff  were  four 
months  of  last  year,  by  the  regular  recruit« 
ing  under  Mr.  Pitt's  bill,  when  n^o^e  men 
were  obtained  than  in  the  favored  monlha 
of  the  new  mode  ;  yet  this  was  the  scheme 
by  which  double  the  supply  was  stated  ta 
be  obtained,  not  indeed  by  the  accounts  on^ 
the  table  of  the  bouse,  but  by  otiier  esti^ 
mates,  in  the  pocket  of  the  right  bon.  gent. 
Thus  on  the  Training  bill  nothing  was  io 
be  said;  regarding  the  Volunteers,  there 
was  exposed  what  was  worse  than  nothing  » 
and  the  last  object,  the  recruiting,  bad 
completely  disappointed  the  expectations 
of  its  supporters.  The  right  boii.  gent, 
'indulged  himself  in  frequent  appeaja  to 
the  committee.  It  was  true,  that  such 
addresses  had  a  certain  induence  on  candid 
minds  y  but  he  should  recollect  that  th^^ 
expedient  might  be  carried  too  far,  and 
even  to  ap  ^xtept  that  neither  the  hottsu^ 
nor  ch^  public,  would  patiently  bear.  On. 
the  present  plap^  the  Chelsea  allowance^ 
which  had  so  loj^g  beep  the  reward  of  lon& 
service  and  indigent  merits  waa^to.  be  gi.ve« 
to  those  not  entitled  tp  such  reuawer^tiom 
H^  (Mr.  Perc9val>  wa^.  very  apprehensive 
that  such  prodiga^ty  wopji^dne  usurious  ta 
mijitary  dispipliRe.  He  could  pot  help  Idi^ 
men  ting  that  bis  majesty  had  been  advised* 
to  give  dir^ctjotis,  on  the  oni^ect  of  th^. 
recruiting,  coptraiy  toth^  established  law 
of  the  land.  The  cavalry  were  now  rai^d 
for  7  years,  and  th«  artillery  fbr4y^  y^^h 
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but  tbifi  was  iu>t  tbe  Uw.    For  the  fbriMr  I  witb  lon^  iiotiev.  of  Hm  pidm  bxiA  wttb  IW 


12  ^e^rsy  for  tbe  lalter  7^  wft»  th«  oalb  of 
service  r^uired»  and  il  wii»  not  4fce9t,tbat 
ministers  should  auticipatii  the  di$cisi<»oa.  of 
parliament,  and  uudertai^e  for  auch  altera- 
tiooa  in  tbe  term  of  the  service.  Then  tbe 
wordiagof  tbe  conditions  on  wluch  tbe  ser- 
vice wa&  to  be  obtained^  was  careless^  and 
inaccurate.  If  a  qqfan  obtained  tbe  bounty, 
and  it  afterwards  appeared  be  was  subject 
to  sudden  paroxyama,  or  any  disorder  that 
rendered  him  unfit  for  duty,  he  was  to  be 
allowed  to  retire  witb  all  the  benefits  of 
long  service ;  such  were  to  be  tbe  fruits  of 
bis  own  fraud.  The  correction  of  this  pal- 
pably error  should  not  be  long  delayed. 
As  be  should  have  other  opportunities  of 
commenting  on  the  general  topAca  of  this 
debaie»  he  should  not,  at  this  time,  tres^ 
pasa  f|irtber  on  tbe  indulgei^ce  of  tbe  coibk 
mittee* 

Lord  HimU^  stud^  that  after  tbe  able 
statement  o^  bis  right  bon*  friend  (Mr. 
Wimdham).,  be.  should  not  have  occasion 
tp  enter  much.  a.t  length  into  the  sul^t. 
He  would  first  advert  tp  an  objection  which 
had  lately  been  often  started,  and  as.  often, 
be  trustejdf  salisfactori^  answered.  Mi- 
nisters wereaccu&ed  of  not  having  resorted 
to  the  necessary  means  foe  the  protection 
of  Buenos  Ayres.  The  answer  givea  to 
this  char^  was,  that  no  supplies  could 
have  arrived  in  time  to  prevent  the  re-cap- 
ture, if,  indeed,  that  unfortunate  event 
bad  happened ;  and  tbia  was  the  only  pro- 
per reply  to  such  an  accusation.  Tbe 
i)oble  lord  (Castlereagh),  asserted,  ttiat 
apcb  supplies  would  have  arrived  suffiev- 
eptly  early,  allowing  10  days  for  tbe  sail- 
ing of  tbe  transports,  after  intelligf»nce  of 
tbe  capture  by  bis  majesty 'a  arms  had  been 
obtained.  Was  the  noble  lord  serioua  in 
representing  that  IQ  days  were  asu&^ient 
tiaie  for  such  an  undertaking ;,  to  prepare 
ao  expedition  to  a  distant  partof  the  globe, 
with  tbe  uncertainty  that  after  iia  arrival 
tbe  troops  could  even  land  there,  and 
noight  probably  have  to  proceed  to  some 
otb^  settlement  yet  more  remote?  Did 
the  noble  lord  recollect;  that  for  such  a 
project  there  could  have  been  ao  anterior 
preparation  ?  And  could  be  imai^ne  that 
10  ctays  were  enough  to  provide  and  dis- 
mies  this  effectual  aid  f  While  the  noble 
lord  supposed  it  to  be  no  easy  matter  to 
cronm  the  Atlantic  with  all  thia  host  of  war 
in  ten  days»  did  he  remember^  that  witb 
him  it  occupied  aa  many  months  to  fit  eat 
an  expedition  to  cross  the  British  Cbaenely 


moat  urjjBBt  necessity  for  its  precipilati 
adoption?  Both  the  noble  lord  and  tbe 
learned  g^nt.  bad  declared  that  ne»  stepe 
had  been  taken  whatever  to  secure  tkie 
impoitani  acciuisition  of  British  couregek 
His  (lord  Howick's)  answer  to  this  was^ 
a  positive  denial  of  the  neglect  so  charged 
upon  ministen.    Tbe  mooMot  the  capture 
was  made  known  kere»  soppUet  wer^  pfQ«t 
vided  tp  support  it«    A  ltoe-of>baltle  ship 
started  with  tbe  first  ftur  wind  §&w  tbttl 
purpose,  aad  troops  were  ready  to  depeit 
at  the  time  the  sepotft  of  the  capture  wee 
received,  and  tkey  actually  setaail  ia  Oc« 
lobei;  yet  be  woald  pot  conceal  that  m 
pressing  emergency  arose  to  lead  to  the 
cliange  in  tbe  destination  of  that  fbree« 
He  had  explained  diDS  mueb  oa  this  sub* 
ject,  becsRiseit  wea  one  on  wUch  gentle* 
men.  mi^  reaAcHaably  e^ipect  seme  expla* 
nation,  although  it.  bad  beep  iMNseceasartlgf 
introduced  into  Ibe*  present  debate*    Thiie 
hon.  and  leareed  gent.  eui|aired,  wi&at  \mA 
been  danebybitmajeflfjr'B  sesvants^afaw 
all  the  expectations  they  bad  raised  by  tbett 
magnificent  exbihitioaa  of  hxvkve  succeasesf 
Cocnpare>"  saifd  be,   *^  what  you  have. 
dene  with  what  we  had  pvemised ;  we  ea«i 
gaged  to  supply  9i|  or  gi^^OOO  men  undetf 
tbe  former  mode  of  rocreitiBig/'    It  wea 
discreet,  both  in  the  Ken*  and  learned  gent 
and  in  tbe  noble  lord  te  contee  tbeaa* 
selves  to  what  they  bad  pmmiised,  and  not 
to  dlver^  k>  what  they  bad  perCanned* 
But  even   with,  this  pirudent.  Unafaliaa 
to  theiv  premises,  Ibey  might  baive  pro* 
ceeded  much  further,  and  have  told  the 
cemmittee  that  they  bs^  promifed  MgMMI 
men*    Why  did  net  tbey  advtface  a  icnr 
steps  oaward  ?  Mere  agaie  they  ceedacte4 
themselves  witb  prudenee;  they  has^the 
fact  would  be  eootraated  with  tfae'proaaiBi^ 
aad  tJlat  the  dJeproporfiion  between  liSer 
161,800,  and  40v^  men,  would  be  tea  cob« 
sideraUe.  Attending,  thent  to  ihia  iaertnai 
lity  between  the  asserancea  given  anii  the 
event,  be  couhl  entertain  no  very  sangoioe 
bopea  of  what  these  gentlemen  wookl  have 
dene»  bad  they^  the  meal  fawouiabk  ef» 
poctuail;y  both  of  nadl^ing  tbeur  pto* 
mises  »ad   their  exertiona.     Tbe  aobha 
lord  had  dwek  aitteh  in  coeapUmentery  ob* 
'servations  on  one  ef  the  administeatioee  eC 
which  be  was  a  member*     Ceitaialy^  tfc 
did  make  ceaaiderable  addtttoua  to  the 
eftictive  {uea;  and  ita  meaaeiee  had  m 
maeb  more  benefkial  opesaiiee  tfiaahe 
(laid  U.)  bad  eg^ected*    Thoe  aiidt  it 
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#ttft  Air*  to  state.  What  was  tbe  vesolt? 
It  would  be?  seen  by  the  accoont^  that  in 
January  1805,  aboat  95  or  96,000  men 
was'tbe  amoonc  of  the  public  force.  On  the 
Ut  of  July,  1804;  it  consisted  of  230,759 
nen»  and  6^000  artillery ;  constituting  an 
aogmentation  of  140,000  men.  No  doubt 
tbuld  be  entertained  that  tbe  army  (|f  re- 
serve act,  as  Well  as  the  regulations  of  the 
nilUia,  were  calculated-  toraise  afai^e  ad* 
ditional  force;  the  objections  were ihat the 
irieans  were  oppressive,  and  that  the  effifict 
sras  not  permanent.  When  the  army  of 
seserve  act  was  put  in  activity,  he  (lord 
Howick)  was  in  the  country,  and  he  had 
that  experience  of  its  operation  which  led 
him  to  wish  that  the  experiment  *  would 
sever  be  again  tried  sinless  in  circum- 
stances of  the  most  pressing  necessity ; 
jet  he  would  not  say,  that  the  oc? 
easion  on  which  resort  had  been  had  to  the 
neasure,  was  of  sufficient  urgetiey  to  jus* 
tify  its  application.  Thus,  then,  were  ad- 
4ed  140,000  men  to  the  nationfd  force  for 
Kmited  service.  The  noble  lord,  embold- 
ened by  this  success,  became  a  little  incau- 
tious, and  asked,  what  was  done  in  the 
next  administration  f  To  which  (fond 
always'  of  having  *^  Twtf  Strings  to 
kis  Bow")  he  also  belonged^  At  that 
time  33,000  men  were  added  to  the 
army*  -  In  this  confident  appeal,  it  would 
kave  been  satisfactory  if  the  noble  lord 
iMd  been  able  to  shew,  that  this  accession 
was  derived  from  the  politic  measures  of 
liis  administration.  The  first  step  was  to 
abandon  the  project  of  the  supplementary 
niOitia ;  and  the  whole  increase  was  to  be 
attributed  to  five  sources  of  supply :  I . 
Tbe  mrlitia.  2.  The  army  of  reserve  act. 
S«*  Raising  for  rank.  4.  The  admission  of 
boys  into  the  army.  5.  The  foreign 
corps*  The  last  was  principally  derived 
from. the  Gerinan  legion;  however  the  fo- 
pergners  amounted  to  8000,  end  13,000 
▼oluntisered  from  the  militia^  -  In  July 
1804,  the  increase  viras  140,000,  and  the 
total  force  245,090.  On  Jan.  18,  it  was 
i58,000,  and  tbe  increase  only.  29^1 7S. 
The  militia  was  then  reduced  16,000,  lea> 
ving  the  augmentation  of  tbe  regulars  and 
artillery  at  13,185  men/'  To  these  add 
8000  for  the  accession  between  the  1st  of 
laiiuary  and  the  6th  of  March,  and  the 
increase  would  be  121,000.  But  the  fair 
oomparisonwas  not  to  be  made  in  this  way : 
fc  should  be  confined  to  the  native  re^lar 
army,  exclusive  of  the  artillery,  and  com- 
pnrising  troops  botLforlimjted  and  unlimited 


serrice.  Tn  July  1804,  they  were  122,691 ; 
in  March  foNowing,  143,700 ;  being  an  ex- 
cess of  20,000,  of  which  6600  were  cavalry 
and  13,400  infantry.  Taking,  then,  the  finiJ 
result  of  the  measures  of  the  last  adminis« 
tration,  the^hole  number  raised  was  5S22; 
of  which  3422  were  procured  for  rank,  aud 
1071  were  mere  boys;  leaving  only  70/ 
men  as  the  produce  of  their  boasted  exer« 
tiohs,  which  could  possibly  be  considered 
a  beneficial  acquisition  to  the  army.  Let 
these  vain  and  illusive  attempts  be  compa« 
red,  not  with  the  promises,  but  with  tbe 
advantageous  effects  of  the  measures  of  bis 
right  hon.  friend,  and  he  could  entertain 
no  fear  that  the  consequence  would  meet 
the  wi4ies  of  every  friend  to  the  military 
strength  of  the  country.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gent.*  loudly  complained  that  his 
right  hon.  friend  had  changed  his  opinion : 
before,  the  Additional  Fotce  bUl  was  to' 
raise  money,  novr  it  ^9a  to  raise  mdn. 
No  doubt  it  was  for  this  duplex  object^ 
If  you  had  the  meq  from  the  parochial  dis- 
tricts, the  force  was  augmented ;  if  you  had 
not  the  m^n,  the  money  was  obtained* 
Such  a  plan  was,  in  the  aequelt  found  to. 
be  destructive  of  the  regular  recruiting ; 
and,  if  men  were  procured  by  it,  they  vrere 
either  boys,  or  men  deficient  in  stature,^ 
and  of  course  not  suited  to  the  public'ser-' 
vice.  With  these  objections  to  it,  the 
stheme  bad  been  very  properly  abandoned. 
In  this  situation  of  things  it  was,  that  the 
prudent  expedients  of  his  right  hon.  friend; 
Were  resorted  to,  wfiich  have  attracted  sc^ 
violent  an  opposition  frpoi  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagh).  Whatever  assistance  the 
noble  lord  should  require  from  the  papers, 
with  ministers  to  assist  him  in  detecting 
their  errors,  should  be  supplied ;  but  he 
(lord  H.)  must  protest  against  the  charge, 
so  frequently  repeated,  that  bis  right  hon^ 
friend  had  at  any  time  declared,  that  any 
sadden  aiid  extensive  addition  to  the  pub^ 
lie  force  eould  by  such  means  be  acquired. 
He  could  confidently  appeal  to  every  gen- 
tleman who  heard  his  right  hon.  friend,'^ 
that  no  such  pretensions  were  made ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  was  urged,  that  all  that 
could  be  expected  from  the  measure  was  a 
gradual  and  progressive  improvement,  de- 
rived principally  from  the  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  the  army,  and  from  the 
c6nviction  in  the  public  mind,  of  the  in- 
creased respectability  of  our  militai^  esta- 
blishmentsy  After  this  toplanation,  he  ho- 
ped he  should  hipai:  no  tnore  of  any  preci- 
pitate eSed^fy  '  and  •  that  debates  in  th^ 
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I)Qose  would  oot  be  ntMevij  protiacled 
by  calling  for  elucklatioDB  of  8ubject8 
whiph  had  been  so  often  discussed.  How, 
then,  did  the  real  question  before  the  com- 
mittee actually  stand  ?  An  opportunity  of 
comparison  could  only  at  present  be  affor- 
ded from  the  SOtU  of  October ;  as  the  re- 
gulations were  purSued»  more  means  would 
bd  supplied.  The  hon.jsnd  learned  gent. 
Kad  talked  of  February^  March,  and  ApriU 
and  many  other  periods,  but  no  compari* 
•on  could  be  made,  as  the  information  be- 
fore the  committee  waslimited  to  October. 
Availing  himself,  then,  of  all  t^e  intelli* 
gence  received  on  the  subject,  the  relative 
effect  appeared  thus:  the  regular  recruit- 
ing in  1805,  from  the  20th  of  October  to 
the  15th  of  the  present  month,  produced 
1308  men;  under  the  new  measures,  2155 
in  the  same  ipterval  were  obtained,  yield- 
ing an  addition  of  9^7  men.  But  the  kamr 
ed  gent*  sud,  that  this  was  an  unfivr  com- 
parison, because  the  recruiting  at  the  for- 
mer period,  was  obstructed  by  the  Parish 
lull.  It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of 
many  gentlemen,  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  had  before  said,  that  there  could  ex- 
ist no  such  obstruction.  He  (lord  H.)  could 
not  avoid  complimenting  the  hou«  and 
learned  gent,  on  ibis  unexpected  and  hap- 
py exercise  of  his  dibcemment ;  he  would, 
for  the  sake  of  further  illustration,  next 
advert  to  a  time  when,  from  the  great  scar- 
city of  the  means  of  subsistence,  the  xe^ 
cruiting  service  was  conducted  with  un« 
usual  success;  he  meant  in  the  year  1800 
£venthen,  only  1878.  men  were  raised, 
leaving  a  surplus  of  277  in  favour  of  tbe 
present  time.  Was  it  not  under  such  cir- 
cumstances correct  to  say,  that  tbe  plan 
wps  progressively  improving  in  its  effects, 
^nd  that,  at  least  as  far  as  it  had  operated, 
It  had  fully  answered  what  had  been  pre- 
dicted of  the  result  ?  But  it  was  said,  that 
DOW  the  purchase  was  a  purchase  of  ser 
vice  for  only  seven  years,  then  it  was  for 
life.  No  doubt  the  proper  allowance 
sboold  be  made  for  any  reduction  in  the 
term  of  duty ;  and  on  the  contrary  side  were 
to  be4)laced,  tbe  other  facilities  in  and  of 
the  service,  and  the  enrolling  at  reduced 
l>oontieSt  Again,  bis  right  hon.  fri^d  as- 
serted, that  a  superior  order  of  men  was 
obtained,  and,  what  was -most  material, 
Jthat  tbe  number  of  desertions  wsis  greatly 
jreduced.  It  was  yet  xnore  satisfactory, 
^that  the  diminution  of  these  desertions  was 
applicable  to  the  tiipe  between  the  enlis^ 
i^  and  joining  the  respective.  Qorps/whi^h 


was  a  conviaciog  proof  of -the  amelioration' 
both  of  the  condition  of  the  army,  and  of 
tbe '  members  who  compose  it.  At  a  fort 
mer  time-out  of  1,878  recruits,  it  was 
found,  one  in  ten,  or  about  188t  had  de* 
serted;  in  1805,  out  of  1,208,  there  weiw 
174  deserters,  or  one  in  seven ;  now,  out 
of  2,155,  only  155,  or  one  in  13.  Thif 
was  no  trifling  recommendation  of  tbe  plaja 
of  his  right  hon.  firiend.  The  opponents 
to  it  however  asserted,  that  if  their  two 
projects  of  recruiting  were  taken  coUeo* 
tively,  then  the  advantage  was  iniiftvous 
of  the  former  methods.  But  it  should  be 
recollected  that,  under  tbe  Additional 
Force  act,  age  and  height  were  disregarded. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  including  onlj 
the  last  2  weeks,*  there  was  an  excess  in  fa^ 
vourof  the  new  scheme.;  in  one  thenum* 
ber  was  221,  in  the  other  225  men.  With 
all  these  facj|s  pressing  on  the  attention  o( 
the.committee,  he  trusted  they  would  con- 
cur with  him  that  there  was  an  evident  im- 
provement,' and  that  the  means  were  fully 
competent  to  the  end  proposed.  Only.  3 
months  had  been  allowed  for  this  experi* 
menty  and  the  result  was  obvious ;  in  tba 
case  of  the  Parish  bill,  nearly  two  yearf 
had  beeii  allowed  to  try  its  efficacy,  and  it 
remained .  still  unproductive.  It  was  not 
surprising  then,  that  he  should  be  sanguine 
as  to  the  result,  but  he  would  not  admit 
his  good  opinion  of  tbe  measure  to  conceal 
from  him  any  of  its  defects*  If  it  wera 
tbe  £sct,  that  the  pensions  and  emoluments 
might  be  obtained  by  persons  without  tba 
performance  of  tbe  duties  which  should  en^ 
"  title  them  to  such  rewards,  he  should  have 
no  dijfliculty  in  admitting  that  such  a.peiw 
nicious^  circumstance  should  not  be  allow^ 
ed,  and  some  provision  should  be  made  to 
prevent  it.  But  was  it  perfectly  clear  that 
this  was  the  fact?  The  learned  gent,  said^ 
that  by  fraud  a  man  might  obtain  thesq 
advantages.  .  Was  he  a  lawyer,  instructed 
in  all  the  erudition  of  his  profession?  and 
was  it  necessary  to  inform  him,  that  by  tbe 
laws  of  England  no  man  can  sustain. anjp 
demand  founded  upon  a  fraud.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  supposed  a  case  where,  a 
man  inlisted  when  he  was  subjected  to  fits 
or  sudden  derangement.  Did  not  that 
learned  gent,  know  the  form  of  tbe .  oatli 
administered,  and  that  perjury  must  b^ 
perpetrated  ..to  procure  admission •  uud^r 
sucbvCircumRtances?  and,  iudeed,  there 
were,  prosecutions  grounded  on  this  violas 
tioo  of  .ij[ioral  and  <i religious  duty.  The 
bou..aQdJearned.genilema(i  further  com? 
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p}Bsnt^f  Chat  the  Tndtdng  tfill  Inrfl  not* 
on  the  pTedcn  t  Session »  bcra '  I09d6  ti  'Stn>> 
Ject  t>f  discQftston^  If  h  wcr»  intended  to 
examine  tHin  act»  it  would  be  easy  to 
Ining  the  natter  before  the  bottse,  bat 
when  the  Army  Esthnatei  were  nrnler 
defibentlon,  it  veemed  fanpfoper  to 
Mend  with  that  enqahTt  what  was  so  fo- 
tergD  and  irrelevant*  He  skoofld  in  this 
ffespect  certunhr  follow  itie  example  of 
liis  right  hon.  mend,  except  by  making  a 
•inglle  remark  upon  it,  that  fit  mtasures 
were  talktn  to  t^arry  it  into  eflbct,  and 
lie  entertained  no  doabt  of  its  salutary  ope- 
ivtion* 

Sir  J^kn  D&jh  said,  it  was  Us  intention 
Id  have  dehvered  hb  sentiments  on  the 
present  subjeet,  but  at  that  hour,  after  the 
ifery  ample  explanations  which  had  been 
Staade  by  the  noUe  lord  and  the  tight  hon. 
gentleman,  he  should  be  ashamed  to  tres- 
pass on  the  time  of  the  house ;  and,  as  he 
tmderstood  a  further  discussion  would  take 

tlace  on  the  subject,  he  would  reserve 
limself  for  that  occasion. 
Mr.  Johnstone  begged  leave  to  correct 
an  error,  which  the  secretair  at  war  had 
ftllen  into  m  the  course  of  his  speech. 
The  right  hon*  gent,  had  said,  that  he  had 

{ledged  himself  to  make  a  charge  agmnst 
lis .  majesty's  ministers.  He  certainly 
wished  to  see  how  &r  the  pledges  made  by 
those  ministers  had  fyeen  follllled,  or  had, 
or  had  not  been  released.  He  did  not 
pledge  himself  to  make  such  a  charge^  but 
he  professed  an  anxiety  to  examine  the 
bapers,  and  see  how  far  those  who  had 
been  so  wilhng  to  bring  forward  charges  of 
want  of  economy  against  fbrmer  ministers, 
^d  themselves  acted  upon  that  principle. 
The  Setretarn  at  War  replied,  that  it 
would  appear,  mm  the  papers  befbre  the 
house,  that  sbce  the  present  ministers 
eame  into  office,  they  had  uniformly  obser- 
ved the  strictest  economy.— After  some 
tonversation  between  Mr.  Windham,  sir 
J.  Doyle,  lord  Castlereagh,  md  Mr.  Rose, 
apon  the  subject  of  whether  the  returns 
fn>m  the  inspector-general*!^  or  the  adju- 
tant-geneirai'B  department,  were  the  most 
correct  to  go  by^  upon  the  future  discus- 
sion of  this  question,  the  original  resolution 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  without  further 
opposition. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  then  rose,  and  having 
apologised  for  troubling  the  house  at  Uiat 
tate  hour,  observed,  that  as  some  of  the 
present  estimates  came  more  particularly 
Within  the  depi^tment  of  the  treasaiyi  It 


was  ttecesaary  for  him  to  detain  the  house 
for  a  few  moments.  l%e  estimates  he  al. 
luded  ta  were  those  of  the  commissariat 
and  barradt  departments,  the  £rst  of  which 
could  not  be  included  in  the  army  extra-' 
ordinaries,  and  therefore  stood  in  a  sepa- 
rate estimate.  Hie  sum  to  be  voted  un^^ 
der  this  head  wag  the  same  as  last  year^ 
amoonting  to  841,520/; ;  SCgOQOf.  of  which 
sum  was  to  ilefray  ttie  expences  of  the  roy* 
al  military  canals.  This  was  the  last  issue 
to  be  made  for  that  purpose,  consequently! 
a  vety  great  reduction  would  take  place 
in  that  expenditure.  The  only  additiontd 
sum  for  the  barrack  department  which  he 
meant  to  move  for,  was  d7i00d/.  for  erect* 
mg  and  completing  new  works.  At  the 
same  timie,  he  obserred,  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  government  to  undertake  any 
more  new  works,  but  such  as  were^ound 
to  be  absolutely  necessary.  The  barracks 
at  Portsmouth  were  the  principal  object  of 
this  grant;  ihey  were  considered  as  essen« 
tially  necessaiy,  and,  it  was  possible, 
might  not  cost  more  than  47,(XK)/.y  for  at« 
though,  technically  speaking,  thqf  were 
denominated  new  works,  yet  they  were  ia 
a  considerable  state  of  forwardness.  He 
had  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that,  the  year 
before  last,  the  expences  qf  that  depart* 
ment  amounted  to  l,100,eOa/.  which  had 
been  reduced  to  5^0,000/.  and  there  would 
this  year  be  a  further  saving  of  50,000/^ 
The  resdutions  were  (hen  read  and  agreed 
to.-— Adjourned. 


notrsa  OF  coMHoas* 
TTiursday^  January  2C. 
The  ballot  for  a  committee  to  take  intd 
consideration  the  Petition  complaining  of 
an  undue  retttrn  for  the  borough  of  Wey- 
mouth, standing  for  to-dayj  At  4  o'clock 
the  Speaker  counted  the  house^  when,  only 
64  memt)crs  being  present,  the  house  ne- 
cessarily af^oumed. 

Bousa  of  toaDS; 
JFrirffly,  Jaaaary  23. 
FMnitJtE^.l  On  the  motion  of  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canteibury,  the  lord  bishop  of 
St.  David's  was  requested  to  preach  before 
their  lordships  on  the  Past  Dar^-^The 
duke  of  Clarence  presented  five  Petitions 
against  the  biU  for  Abolishing  the  Slave 
Tiad^;  three  from  Ltverpool,  one  from 
the  Agents  for  Jamaica,  and  one  from  the 
Merchants  in  general  concerned  with  the 
Westolndia  trade.  Orddred  to  lie  on  Che 
tafale^^The  Annoal  ladeoHity  biU  went 
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%PMgfi  t\^  9PAWuiM^,  ^  was  r^pprt^f)., 

frid^^f  Janmry  2^. 

|M;^yT]&§*]  A^  four  o'clocjc  a  ballot 
took  placi^  for  a  coa^fmttee  to  take  iqto 
CQQsijd^ajtipp  Xh$  PetiitioD  complainiDg  of 
^n  yncjuie  rjajurn  for  ^be  borough  pf  W/sy- 
axoAith.  Soon  after^  Mr.  White  gppe^xed 
at  the  bfir,  aud  presented  there(jluGed  list, 
vhich  Wi^  as  fgllows  z-r-W.  IJ.  FrejBroaptJe, 
«8q. ;  right  hon,  C.  Yorke ;  W.  Taylpr, 
esq. ;  J.  Qshorne,  esq. ;  si^  W.  W.  W};nnp> 
G.  Porter,  esd. ;  sir  T.  H.  Liddell ;  si^  G. 
Cprpw^l ;  sir  E.  Ktt^tchbull  j  sir  W.  Milper; 
9ir  J^  Frederick ;  A.  ^rowae,.esq. ;  R.  Vyse, 
^sq. ;  ^omineesr  W.  Baker,  esq.  sir  J.  Aa^ 
strijther.f— Mr.  Whitbread  gave  notjcp,  Jthiat 
po  tbe  12th  of  Feb-  be  would  iiK>ye 
ibr  lefive  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
the  existing  Poor  X,aws.  It  was  his  iu- 
|entip9  to  ^ive  gentl^me^  all  possible 
l^e  to  examine  this  subject  with  the  at- 
jtentiop  which  il  i^ierited.  If  therefor^  the 
}u>l4se  woyld^  at  the  period  which  hi^  had 
/yientipnedi,  jperniithim  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
iand  would  allow  it  to  be  r^ad  ja  first  tlme^ 
}ie  would  then  move  that  the  aecond  read- 
ing should  lie  over  till  after  the  Easter 
]bolidays.<^The  lord  advocate  of  Scotland, 
after  a  pref^ttory  speech,  in  which  he  en- 
tered into  an  historical  detail  of  the  vari- 
ious  regulations  relative  to  the  stipends  of 
|he  Scottish  Clergy,  and  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed the  highest  regard  for  that/especta- 
ble  body  of  .men,  mov43d  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  suspeud  for  a  certain  time  the 
jpow^ers  granted  to  the  lords  of  session  and 
council  in  Scotland,  by  an  act  of  the  Scotch 
parliament,  in  the  4tb  session  of  the  first 
parliament  of  queen  Anne,  so  far  as  they 
went  to  the  augmentation  of  the  stipends 
f>l  the  clergy  in  Scotland.  His  view 
Afvas,  that  during  tlie  suspension,  those  sti 
pends  should  be  rendered  adequate  to  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  originally  in- 
jtended.-^Lord  A.  Hamilton  gave  notice, 
Ihat  on  Monday  se'noight,  he  woi^ld  make 
a  motion  relative  to  the  Third  lieport  of 
ihe commissig^hers  of  the  Military  Inquiry 
»— Ijklr.  W.  WyAue  brought  in  a  bill  for /nore 
effectually  preventing  depredations  on  the 
jiver  Thaoves  and  its  vicinity,  which  was 
^ead  a  first  tiine. 

£M,iUTiAOf  FiCBiis.]Qn  Mr.  W.Wynne's 
pnoving  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  read 
for  receiving  the  report  of  the  Irish  Mill* 
tia  Service  bill)  Lord  Castlereagh  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  asking  the  right  hon.  secre- 
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'taiy.  ii  noy  proyisioD  hiad  been  padp  iatex*^ 
tending  tb^  ^dit^ona}  p«^  granted  ^t  year^ 
to  the  officers  pf  the  regulars*  to  iha  o;$cen 
of^cprrespon^iDg  ranks  in  tb^  Af  ^litj^serfricet 
tb^  wasy  from  th^  lieu^*  poloi^l  4owi^  to 
the  subalterns.  The  iSecr#taf y  at  War  f-e* 
plied,  that  up  suph  provisipp  had  \^e^^  ^ 
m^dp.  Lpr4  C^^tlereiigb  bppi^d  thai;  a. no*  ' 
ble  lord  (whom  he  did  not  see  now  inhif 
pUce)  wonld  bripg  this  ^)ibj^ct  uu<jler  ^he 
com^ifieration  pf  ^he  hpu^,  ^ore  ^especialij 
as  be  had  himself  stated  tfuit  in  hisppiniof}, 
the  iucre^^e  pf  pay  p«U(ht  jLp  extend  as  ^ 
as  the  captaiaxs  ^  ij^  jMilUia^  Th^  jpeppj$ 
was  thjen  r^.eiyo^. 

Mr.  W.  Wynn^  mpved,  tbf^  »  tielecct 
i?oppaittee  be^app^intefl  to  f^n^'^u'e  into  lj^ 
state  pf  the  Criming}  ^p4  Paqpptr  hni^tk^ 
in  Eogtand  a.nd  Wal(^»  an^  of  tbe  law^ 
relative  thereto,  and  i/o  repprt  tibe  sam^ 
with  tjieir  -  observaitipp;  to  the  hou^^  It 
was  a  year  ^nd  a  half  8iiv:p  he  bad  oall^ 
tiie  atteptioi^  pf  j^e  h^^e  to  ifyiB  ^bjiept, 
wbich  j^tof^ded  imme^Vjtt^  interference* 
The  APin^eiquep^qe  pf  tbe  attempt  ma^^  bjr 
Hat^eid  on  the  jifb  t^  his  jsoajesty*  was  ap 
^Pt  ^eiffippwerin^  the  judges  in  cases  of  ao- 
qiuittal  o^  tlie  ground  of  inyanity,  to  prder 
the  person  so  acquitted  to  be  detai«ie.d  in 
custpdy,  ui»tU  his  ^vajesty's  pleasure  re- 
specting them  should  be  known.  Under 
this  act,  several  unfortunate  persons  were 
now  lying  in  public  jails ;  pf  all  places,  th^ 
most  improper  for  their  abode.  He  re^ 
ferred  to  an  instance  in  the  county  which 
he  had  tbe  honour  Co  represent,  of  a  per/, 
son  who,  having  beep  tried  for  murder 
and  acquitted,  on  the  grpupd  of  iosiabity, 
had  been  impiisoned  in  the  public  j«il,  in 
which  all  pps^ble  care  was  taken  of  him 
jhat  could  be  expected  from  persons  igno** 
rant  of  the  mode  of  treatment,  peculiarly 
requisite  for  lunatics,  committed  another 
murder  on  a  felon  in  the  same  prison. 
Pauper  lunatics,  as  the  law  then  stood^ 
w^re  main  tainted  by  tbe  parish,  so  that  it 
became  the  interest  pf  overseers  that  thes<^ 
unhappy  people  should  commit  some  out- 
rage by  which  the  parishes  might  be  relieved 
frpm  the  burthen  of  them.  There  were  not 
leas  than  17Q0  paviper  lunatics  now  in  con« 
finement«  How  to  proceed,  whether  asy- 
lums should  be  erected  to  comprehend 
niore  than  one  county,  or  in  \ifhat  other 
way  relief  should  be  afforded,  would  be  a 
proper  subject  of  consideration  for  the 
conmiittee  which  be  proposed  to  institute. 

Mr.  S,  Bourne  asked  why  the  hon.  gent. 
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did  not  inclade  in  his  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee, the  Criminal  and  Pauper  Lunatics 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  IV»  Wynne  replied,  that  in  those 
countries  there  were  provisions  which  ren- 
dered the  necessity  of  any  interposition  of 
the  legislature  less  pressing  than  in  England 
and  Wale9i«*A  committee  was  then  ap- 
pointed. 

[CHAlBtOfeS  AGAINST  Mr.  CAWTHCAiKE.] 

General  Porter  said,  he  rose  in  pursuance 
of  the  notice  he  had  given  with  reference 
to  one  of  the  members  of  that  house.  He 
felt  himself  unfortunate  in  his  inability  to 
perform  the  task  he  had  undertaken,  in 
the  manner  its  importance  demanded. 
][ie  assured  the  house,  that  he  had  not  the 
slightest  enmity  or  rancour  towards  the 
person  who  was  the  bbject  of  his  motion, 
flind  he  had  therefore  neither  claimed  nor 
solieitcd  the  support  of  any  individual. 
•He  had  ielt  himself  called  upon  by  an  xm* 
periods  sense  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of 
the  house,  but  above  all,  by  his  sincere 
wish  to  maintain  the  honour  and  character 
of  the  profession  to  which  he  had  been  at- 
tached for  upwards  of  30  years.  Actuated 
as  be  was  by  these  sentiments,  it  could  not 
be  surprising  that  he  should  look  up  with 
respect  to  the  decisions  of  those  courts 
martial  whose  proceedings  he  was  persuaded 
were  uniformly  dictated  by  justice  and  im- 
partiality. Thinking  as  he  did,  he  felt 
that  a  person  who  h%d  been  tried  by  l6  of 
die  most  Tespectable  characters  among  the 
officers  of  the  army,  and  found  guilty  of  1 1 
charges  out  of  14,  and  who  had  been  con- 
victed of  a  crime  only  short  of  felony,  was 
not  a  fit  person  to  sit  among  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  country.  lie  wished  the 
house  to  be  in  full  possession  of  the  case, 
and  then  to  put  it  to  the  dignity  and  ho- 
nour of.  the  house,  whether  a  person  who 
had  been  so  stigmatized  was  worthy  of  a  seat 
in  parliament  ?  He  should  conclude  with 
his  motion  ;  at  the  same  time  he  trusted, 
that  if  a  debate  arose,  he  might  have  the 
privilege  of  expressing  himself  more  at 
large.  Pie  moved,  "  That  the  Charges 
,  made  against  John  Fenton  Cawthorne,  esq. 
a  member  of  this  houses  and  the  sentence 
ptonounced  against  him  in  consequence 
by  the  Court  Martial  appointed  to  try  him, 
together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  house 
thereon  ii\  session  1795-6,  be  now  read." 
The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Spencer 
Stanhope* 

Mr.  Cawthorne  wished  the  hon.  general 
l-iui  staff 4  more  fully  his  sentiments,  and 


had  adduced  precedents  which  might  have 
induced  the  bouse  to  go  immediately  and 
without  delay  into  the  proceeding.  Thera 
were  certainly  many  precedents  for  ex- 
pulsion, but  not  one  of  them  rested  on 
the  grounds  oti  which  the  present  case 
stood.  In  the  whole  code  of  British  juris- 
prudence there  was  no  rule  more  strong^ 
than  that  any  man  who  hiM  been  acquitted 
or  condemned  could  not  again  be  tried  for 
the  same  offence.  This  was  a  principle  of 
our  established  law,  rooted  as  he  hopecf 
in  every  man's  breast^  and  against  which' 
he  trusted  that  no  one  would  dare  to  set 
his  face.  There  was  another  circumstance 
which  ought  to  weigh  heavily  in  the  con<^ 
siderattion  of  the  house.  He  stood  there 
legally  qualified  ;  he  had  been  returned, 
and  returned  without  opposition,  by  a  very 
large  body  of  electots^  If  he  had  been 
thought  ineligible,  the  moment  of  election 
had  been  the  time  for  stating  that  ineligi- 
bility; but  no  such  attempt  had  beeii 
made,  and  he  had  been  unanimously  re- 
turned for  one  of  the  largest  county  towns 
in  the  kingdom.  He  would  not  enter  into 
any  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  sentence 
by  the  court  martial,  although  that  was  A 
subject  from  which  he  would  never  shrink 
when  it  came  regularly  before  the  house* 
With  regard  to  precedents  of  expulsion, 
there  were  several  in  the  cases  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  Mr.  Walpole^  and  others ;  but  he 
contended,  that  none  of  these  cases  was, 
applicable  to  his  own^  The  hon.  general 
had  disclaimed  any  feeling  of  personal  lios"^ 
tiUiy  towards  him.  It  was  certainly  very 
kind  of  him  to  bring  the  subject  forward. 
This  he  woiiid  declare^  that  when  he  stood 
in  a  similar  situation  before j  be  felt  much 
more  depressed,  and  much  more  oppressed 
than  he  then  did^  But  had  he  at  the 
time  to  which  he  alluded  known  what  be 
then  knew,  he  would  not  have  troubled 
that  house  for  a  moment  on  the ,  subjects 
He  meant,  had  he  known  that  the  first 
law  officer  in  the  house,  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral of  that  day,  had  declared  that  th6 
sentence  of  a  court  martial  was  too  flimsy 
a  ground  on  which  to  found  the  proceed- 
ings which  had  terminated  in  his  expulsion 
from  the  house. 

hQn\Homck  would  not  have  said  any  thing 
upon  this  motion,  had  it  not  been  for  some 
expressions  which  fell  from  the  hon.  mem- 
ber who  had  spoken  last.  He  apprehended 
that  thai  Itbn.  member  had  mistaken  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  entirely,  when  he  talked 
about  another  trial  for  the  8ame4>fience« 
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about  his  election  and  his  qualification* 
l*his  was  nota  question  of  election  or  qua* 
li6cation.  The  objection  did  not  stand  on 
these  grounds.  The  view  which  his  hon. 
friend  bad  taken  of  the  case  was  this: 
whether  it  was  consistent  with  the  dignity, 
the  purity,  and  the  honour  of  that  house, 
that  a  person  labouring  under  the  stigma 
attached  to  his  character,  by  the  sentence 
of  a  court  martial,  and  the  proceedings  on 
which  it  was  founded,  should  be  consider- 
ed as  a  fit  member  to  sit  among  t'liem  ? 
The  question  was,  whether  the  house  pos- 
sessed the  power  of  re-expulsion,  and  if 
it  did,  whether  it  was  fit  and  proper  to  ex- 
ercise it  in  this  particular  instance  ?  It  was 
a  proceeding  undoubtedly  of  the  utmost 
importance ;  for  whether  it  was  considered 
as  affecting  the  .character  of  the  individual, 
and  the  character  and  purity  of  that  house, 
or  as  involving  those,  great  constitutional 
principles  that  ought  to  govern  the  right 
of  election,  there  was  no  question  more 
deserving  of  the  serious  attention  and  care- 
ful examination  of  every  person  who  had 
to  decide  upon  its  merits.  It  had  afibrded 
him,  and  must  have  afforded,  to  others, 
great  satisfaction  to  observe,  that  in  bring- 
ing forward  this  business  no  mixture  of 
passion  or  personal  rancour  had  appeared, 
^is  hon.  friend,  from  the  manner  and 
temper  with  which  he  proposed  his  motion, 
had  evinced,  what  indeed  he  was .  well 
^wace  of  before,  that  he  acted  from  prin- 
ciple and  not  from  pas8ion-*-th&t  he  bad 
truly  staled  that  he  was  not  an  oppressor, 
but  that  he  was  actuated  only  by  a  con- 
acientious  xegard  to  the  best  interests  bf 
bis  profession,  of  the  house,  and  of  the 
public.  In  this  temper  he  hoij^d  the  in- 
vestigation would  be  pursued,  and  tberefot*e 
be  was  very  much  disposed  to  accede  to  a 
suggestion  that  seemed  to  be  thrown  out  by 
tbe  person  who  spoke  last,  when  he  said,  that 
be  rested  his  case  on  precedents.  In  order 
to  ascertain  what  precedents  were  analo- 
gous to  the  present  case,  or  in  any  degree 
bore  upon  it,  it  was  his  intention,  if  the 
motion  bad  passed,  to  have  moved  for  the 
appointment  of  a  .committee,  to  search 
hito  •  precedents.  Cases  precisely  similar 
to  the  present,  perhaps,  they  could,  find 
none,  but  they  might  find  jnany  cases 
analogous  tp  it,  and  some^of  these  might 
probably  he.  in  the.  recollection  of  several 
anembers  of  that  house.  At  all  events,  it 
would  be  of  advantage  to  proceed  with  our 
jo«lgment8  instructed  by  a  careful  exami. 
natipo  af  the  journals  of  the  house*    This 


was  so  clear,  that  he  believed  he  need  sf 
nothing  further  in  support  of  it.    lie  w) 
not  aware   that  any .  objection   whatevt 
could  be  urged  to  this  method.    The  it 
terest  of  all  parties  concerned  would  t 
best  consulted  by  proceeding  upon  soun 
and  constitutional  principles,  by  adh^rin 
to  the  general  rules  of  justice,  and  keep 
ing  the  individual  case  as  much  as  pot 
sible  out  of  view,  except  in  so  far  as  it  de 
pended  on  these  rules  and  principles.  Th 
only  objection  to  this  which  he  could  pos 
sibly  anticipate  was  the  delay  which  i 
would  occasion,  and  the  consequent  pain 
ful  suspense  in  which  the  individual  migh 
thus  be  involved.    But  the  delay  wouh 
not  be  very  long,  and  the  individual  ough 
to  recollect  that  he  now  stpod  in  a  situ 
ation  in  which   be  was  sorry  that,  afte: 
what  had  passed,  he  had  placed  himself 
After  this  motion  had   passed,  he  woulc 
move,  for  a  committee  to  search  into  the 
precedents,  and,  after  the  report  of  thai 
committee  should  be  on  the  table,  thee 
his  hon.  friend  would  have  an  opportunity 
to  propose  whatever  he  thought  best  be- 
coming the  dignity  of  the  house,  the  ho«- 
nour  of  the  profession,  and  the  interests  oi 
the  public. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope^  having  seconded 
the  motion,  would  say  merely  that  be  had 
intended  to  submit  to  the  house,  after  the 
disposal  of  the  present  motion,  a  motion 
similar  to  that  which  the  noble  lord  had= 
just  declared  it  was  his  intention  to  pro- 
pose. For  the  question  ought  assuredly* 
to  come  to  a  solid  and  impamal  decision, 
and  were  it  even  only  proformd,  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  the  house,  on  such  a  solemn 
occasion,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  search 
the  Journals  for  precedents. 

Mr.  fV.  Herbert  observed,  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  td  opp6se  the  motion; 
but  he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  express 
his  opinion.  With  regard  to  tbe  question, 
it  did  not  appear  to  hita  to  be  one  which 
could  rest  on  precedent.  The  only  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  house  had  a  pri- 
mary right  of  expulsion,  and  whether  it 
had  a  right  of  re-expulsion?  Then  the 
only  remaining  question  would  be  with  re-^ 
gard  to  the  propriety  of  enforcing  that 
right,  and  whether  there  were  grounds  tor 
exercising  that  discretionary  power  f  The 
proof  of  this  right  could. not  rest  on  pn  ce- 
dent. No 'person  could  deny  the  exis- 
tence of  the  primary  right  of  expulsion. 
If  that  was  allowed,  the  other  right  of  n- 
expulsion,  must  follow  as  of  course.     It 
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tivdi|iwflio%  KmtmiqaMiA%  not  of  pra* 
Ciilent,  but  of  ftm^ple*  '  VLt  conceived 
HMt  it  mu  a  rigbl  which  was  vetted  in 
the  bodie,  .for  the  mainteaaOee  of  ito  own 
xi||^l8«  pribetpkit  houdtir  and  dignity. 
Be  was  aware  that  aoma  persons  wonld 
vgnoi  that  the  exerdae  of  such  a  right  by 
Ihe  house  trenehed  afon  the  right  of  the 
ole^orsk  That  he  deniM :  be  oonGeived 
11  was  a  right  inherent  ia  the  hoase  for  ite 
owflprertection.  There  could  be  no  right 
in  tbedhietor^  in  contradiction  to  the  right 
df  the  beose  ;  witheul  sach  a  right  in  -the 
koQse,  accumulated  disgrace  migbt  lUtaoh 
to  its  character.  The  same  individual 
ihigbt  be  seat  biick  16  pArliaasent,  whoib 
3l  had  ttigmilttBed  in  the  &o6  of  Eatope 
aad  the  wofld.  As  it  seemed  to  be  the 
opiniod  df  tbe  boose  that  tbis  question 
shoald  be  leferred  to  pfecedent^  he  had  no 
dbjeetion  th4t  it  should  be  put  in  possds- 
flidn  of  every  possible  information,  and 
ahoald  therefore  not  resist  the  motion. 

Cenei-al  UAicojpar  aikM^  why  the  house 
was  to  be  kept  in  suspence  upon  .stt€:h  a 
^uestiod  ?  It  ap{ieaff<fei  to  him  that  the  pro 
poatiofiTpf  the  nobld  lord  was  the  sogges- 
lion  of  the  member  against  wbonl  tbe  mo- 
tion was  directed  ;  and  yet  the  noble  lord 
ftad  said,  that  hd  should  ndt  have  risen  had 
it  not  been  for  what  had  fallen  from  that 
membet.  What  were  the  precedents  to 
which  the  Jiohie  lord  thought  fit  to  refer 
Hhe  house  \  If  he  Was  incllaed  to  trespass 
upon  the  time  of  Ibe  hou8e»  be  would  take 
iTi^ery  one  of  tbe  .precedeat^i  and  weuid 
shew  that  tbdy  had  do  mbre  to  do  with  tbis 
question  than  they  had  to  do  with  a  <|iie6<«- 
iiott  of  bankruptcy.  If  the  house  an* 
ziously  wished  to  see  precedents,  he  had  no 
objectioo  ;  but.asipon  the  principle  of  their 
ooAverfilig.  eoy  inlormatioki  to  tbe  hoki6e» 
he  wtiaiagRinst  the  motion*  There  was 
one  pfiecedent before  the  house  upon  which 
the  house  eeuld  not  be.toi6take£ii'  There 
was  the  preoedenti  that  John  Fenton  Caw*^ 
ihorne  wasy  for  infamous  and  ungentle- 
manlike  cobduct  ill  the  year  1796>.  expelled 
the  house.  TiU  that  could  be  erased  6tNn 
the  Journals  of  tbe  house,  there  could  bot 
be  a  precedent  more  decisive.  He  was 
SQfrTy  that  the  decision  rnigh^  huft  the  leel- 
fngs  of  the  member  to  wbdm  It  ^/irea  refer- 
red, but  he  had  himself  Fendeteoi  the  dis- 
cussion qecessary.  Supposing  there  was 
nut  to  be  found  any  precedent  iVfaich  ap- 
lied  to  th^  present  case,  was  the  house  To 
make  one  merely,  to  covfcr  thjalt  which  was 
disgr^eful  i^i^i  infi^mous?  ;If  a  precedent 


was  to  be  made,  let  il  he  tmk  fo#  the  pil« 
nisbnent  of  a  sinner,  asid  not  lo  coiMid 
his  iniquity.  What  tbe  hoaeei  should  de« 
cide^  would  become  •  precedaiit«  lor  it  was 
to  the  glory  of  the^  niitioBy  dnd  the  bonooi 
I  of  the  mihtary  charaoter>  that  there  was  ae 
case  directly  in  poinl.  If  the  object  of  the 
noble  lord  was  delay,  he  eoold  assare  him 
it  would  answer  no  porpose,  for  tbe  qoea* 
tion  should  certainly  be  decided.  He 
trusted  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
noble  lord  meant  to  tbro#  the  broad  shield 
of  power  over  the  member  who  had  so  cab* 
ducted  himself.  If  such  a  coastructioii 
could  be  pot  upon  the  motion,  he  hoped 
the  noble  lord  would  withdraw  it« 

Lord  Foikistont  thought  that  the  two 
last  gentlemen  who  hMi  addressed  the 
house  had  mistaken  the  queetioui  whiefe 
was  merely^  whethef  tbe  proceedings  e€ 
1796  should  be  read.  He  hoped  it  would 
not  be  assumed  by  tbe  hon.  gent,  oppositei 
thathis  arguflsents  had  been  assented  tt>| 
because  they  had  net  been  answered.  The 
ben.  gent*  seemed  averse  to  going  into  a 
coamiittee»  and  had  atated  that  there  was  eo 
precedent  that  applied  to  tbe  preieat  case* 
He  could  aseure  bias  that  he  was  se  ooa<« 
vioced  there  was  not  a  ^recjsdetat^  that  ke 
intended  to  have  naade  a  similar  motion  to 
that  which  tbe  nbble  lo^d  had  suggested  ( 
and  the  noble  lord  would  allow  inm  to 
state,  that  there  being  no  pretodent  wts  IL 
strong  arguoMnt  to  bdag  forward  in  bik 
swer  to  a  proposition  for  expelKog  a  meos^ 
bert  and  therefore  he  should  support  the  no» 
ble  lord's  proposition^  Th«e  adis  aU  eacuk 
pression  used  by  the  same  ben.  geot.i  and 
also  by  tbe  uobtelotd^  iMitb  refeveooe  to  the 
disagreee^B  leelkigs  tbe  discussion* might 
osteite.  Tfa!^  had  Observed,  tbaA  if  sack . 
disagreeable  feelings  were  eaperiviicedi  the 
pel'son  must  thank  himself.  .  H^  admitted^ 
that  apon  a  question  df  this  kind,  personal 
feelisigs  must  be  left  enttrriy  out  of  the 
oade;  bet  he  thought  at  eatremety  msfait 
to  prejudice  the  house,  by  stating  tbak  i| 
member  had  put  himself  in  a  situation  in 
which  disagieeable  feeliugS' weKe  hkeiy  to 
bje  excited.  Perhaps,  it  tnigfat  tuns  oet 
that  the  person  alludi^  lo  had  as  mwh  right 
to  sit  in  tbis  house  as  any  other  mdiabsn 
In  soch  case,  it  #o4iid  be  peoo^lieify  uajesii 
to  reproach  Mim  with  having  |»laeed  him* 
self  in  fi  Situation  in  which  be  we^  lidMbtp 
have  hfs  f^elDkigs  wounded.,  it  web  hja 
wish,  and  be  ho^d  it  wa6  ite  wish  'of  fivery 
one,  to  have. this  cjues^ioa decided  eseftee*. 
diiy  ji^  pegsible^  ^  •  >      « 
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The  AiUmef^Srfntrd  8«id,  that  bis  only 
motive  for  asatfnting  to  Ihe  tndtioB  which 
the  hoo;  genenil  bad  Biade^  was  that  of 
which  iKltioe  had  beefi  (Kivea  by  the  to\:^ 
lord.    If  the  noble  lof d  had  not  iinnoiifiGed 
bi0  infdntton  of  moriiig  the  bOuse  thai 
search  should  be  inadfe  in  the  Joufnala  for 
that  infermation  which  the  Joarnals  afibr^ 
ded^  he  was  ^uite  fr^  td  deelani  that  hd 
should  have  given  the  metioA  of  the  hoo, 
general  his  immediate  negative,  undiimay* 
ed  by  cmy  of  these  menaces  h^  bad  often 
beard  uttered  in  ftot  hous^.    He  should 
have  tbo<^ht  it  liis  do^  to  the  public,  bis 
duty  lt>  the  law  of  the  land,  his  duty  to 
the  cOnstituttoa  of  the  country b  his  duty 
to  the  rights  of  the  electors  of  the  coun-* 
tryi  who  formed  the  conttitating  body  of 
the  house  of  commons^  to  have  giveu  bis 
immediate  and  decided  negative  to  the  mo- 
tidn.  Hb  should  have  done  sd^  beeause  be 
was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  tiiat  the  minutes 
proposed  to  be  read  before  the  bouse, 
could  be  mads  the  g^eilnd  of  any  proceed- 
iaigs  by  a  parltament  rtoently  elected ,  and 
blKJause  he  thought  that  tbc  bouse  would 
^ave  been  jostiied  in  putting  a  negative 
OB  a  proposition  for  tlve  adoption  of  any 
p#ooe^iiig;i  upon  such    a  ground.     He 
ahofcild  have  done  so,  because  he  should 
liav«  thoagbt  it  his  duty  to  have  guarded 
against  trusting  himself  with  any  power 
fbaft  was  not  subject  to  law,  and  to  tbo^e 
ruieSf  in  the  exercise  of  which  he  had 
aoase  aystetb  to  act  upon.     He  should  have 
r^ected    those    rules  of  proceediugy   by 
vH^ich  he  "v^as  celled  upon  to  consult  the 
JeBlstigs  be  might  more  or  less  kindly  en* 
t6^tafttt    towards  a  particialar  indrvidual. 
He  dbottM  bot  have  been  less  disposed  to 
Imve  done  bo  when  it  was  proposed  that  he 
was   to  at2t  upon  the  sentenoe  of  such  a 
eoat-t  as  had  been  described  9  not  that  be 
bsbd  «ny  thing  to  say  to  the  prejntdice  of 
such  a  ^conrt,  or  its  ^utility  for  the  purposes 
lor  -which  it  was  insistuted  for  military  of- 
fimcQS  j'^'^foT  oiSences  truly  military,  be  be- 
iievod  a  Court  Martial  was  the  snost  pro- 
per tr>bunaL  But  to  ask  him  ationte,  with- 
out  hsstknowing  whether  tbere  were«ny  pqne- 
cedents  to  mai»  the  sentence  of  a  cowrt 
inarttal,  in  whicb  tfael-e  was  no  ttial  by 
yory^  no  challenge  of  juror^  in  &ct,  none 
of  tbe  privileges  that  CDnstittttcd  tbe 'trial 
by  joxy'^to  ask  him  to  inlQict  a  pftialty 
tbilsz'ever 'attached  to  any  seartence  of  a 
oourt  of  common  law,  was  to«>flsk  him  to 
do  tbetto  fwbicfa  it  was  impossible  he  could 
asses  t  i  atid  .particularly  when,  at  tbe  sane 


time^  ka-was  rsquired  to  Adopt  satb  t\ 
ciple,  be  was  to  be  denied  the  aseani 
informing  himself,  and  ao  prededeilt  wl 
ever  was  offered.    He  trusted  such  a  p 
position  would  be  discountenaooed. 
had  thought  it  necessary  to  trouble  \ 
bouse  wttb  bis  opinion  thus  early,  on  s 
count  of  tbe  maimer  in  which  the  qaestb 
bad  beea  treated.    The  noble  lord  hi 
been  cautioned  not  to  throw  tbe  shield  1 
power  over  the  member  to  wboai  the  dii 
puSsiott  referred.    Tbe  nobie  lord  bad  nc 
thrown  theshield  of  power  over  tbe  merabet 
He  had  thrown  the  i^idd  of  theooaatitatiot 
over  tbe  member,  as  be  hoped  he  ^ouldovei 
every  member,  if  be  should  stand  in  need  ol 
it»  There  liad  been  allusions  made  to  certain 
fanciliil  notions  of  honour  and  dtsbonoar^ 
whtcfa  could  never  be  made  the  ground  of 
any  rational  prooeediags  in  any  cburt  of 
justice.    It  was  iaipossible  that  tbe  bottsa 
could  found  proceedings  on  any  maxiflis 
or  principles  of  such  a  nature.     He  be^ 
lieved  that  tite  electors  of  this  coaatry,  at 
long  as  they  possesaed  those  fiseliogs  i^ick 
an  attachment  to  tlKSr  own  ri^ts  aocl  tba 
constitution  of  tlie  country  was  calculated 
excite,  would   be  convinced,  that  tbosa 
who  opposed  the  motion  of  the  bon.  get 
ueral  were  the  true  friimds  of  their  rig^tl^ 
and  off  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Bragge  Batkuni  said,  tbat  >t  vmt 
necessary  for  bim,  Who  bad  been  a  mem* 
ber  of  tbe  parliam^t  in  which  the  inemblBr 
referred  to  had  been  expelled,  to  fviosb«! 
cate  it  from  someihing  that  badiWen  fsom 
a  learned  g^nt.  (the  attorney -general)  who 
was  not  a  measber  of  that  parliaoient*  Ha 
begged  to  be^nderatood  as  not  wiabipg  to 
enter  into  the  question,  cither  of  tbe  pnH 
priety  of  seanchisig  fbr  precedents,  or  of 
reading  the  ptoceediogs  of  tbe  booseu  As 
to  the  queblion  of  seattrbingfor  precedents, 
no  material  objection  had  biaen  made» 
He  coald  have  wished  that  in  this  early 
stage  of  the  dtSoussiani  the  consideration  of 
pemonal  feelings  bad  not  been  introdat^d. 
it  could  base  Jio  other  effect  diaa  that  of 
preventing  tbe  cool  and  <lispassioaate  de- 
cistott  of  the  qaestion*  However,  it  wM 
only  his*  intention  to  aiotice  what  iiad  ifbU 
len  'from  the  learned  gent.  Bid  be  mean 
to«ay  that  the  proceedings  of  the  ooart 
martial  were  not  now.,  or  were  not  tben«  4t 
pMxper  ground  for  tbe  bouse  to  exercise  m 
privilege  not  cUsputed,  of  oxpelling  one  of 
its  membess?  No  soeb  opimon*  he  was 
persuaded,  had  been  maintained  in  tbe 
bouse  when  the  question  was  deteraoiitied 
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h^  the  last  parliament*  It  appeared  to 
liim  that  the  qaestton  ought  to  be  diaen- 
tangled  of  all  legal  oiceties.  It  was  mon- 
strous to.  say,  that  if  the  house  was  satisfied 
there  was  such  a  body  of  crime  proved  to 
have  existed,  whether  the  crime  was  of  a 
military  nature  or  in  a  moral  view,  that  it 
had  not  power  to  act.  But  the  learned 
gent,  should  have  stated  what  he  meant 
by  a  crime  purely  military;  a  crime 
might  be  military,  and  yet,  in  the  course 
of  the  enquiry  before  a  court  martial^ 
there  might  arise,  as  in  this  instance, 
a  case  of  tnoral  turpitude.  The  ground 
on  which  he  apprehended  pariiament  de- 
cided was,  that  there  was  such  a  corpus 
deUctiy  as  fully  justified  them  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  power.  It  was  impossible  to 
carry  the  question  before  a  court  where  it 
could  have  been  better  decided.  When  it 
came  on  again  before  the  present  parlia- 
ment, he  trusted  that  no  objection  would 
be  made  on  the  ground  of  the  defect  of 
evidence,  or  any  statute  of  limitation 
which  seemed  to  be  hinted.at,  as  if  this  par- 
liament could  not  look  at  the  same  evidence 
that  had  been  given  during  a  previous  par- 
liament. If  it  was  fit  to  re-exercise  a  right 
how,  which  bad  been  exercised  before, 
ther^  could  be  no  difficulty.  If  the  exen- 
cise  of  the  right  was  not  bad  tlien,  it  could  not 
be  bad  now.  The  only  question  was,  whe- 
ther the  house  could  re-expel  a  member 
who  had  been  expelled  by  a  former  pariia- 
ment? 

The  Attornei/-Oeneral  ^  in  explanation, 
declared  that  he  never  meant  to  question 
the  grounds  of  the  proceeding  in  the  last 
parliament ;  a  subject  on  which  he  was  not 
sufficiently  informed.  If  the  bouse  thought 
that  the  evidence  (independent  of  the  sen- 
tence) was  conclusive,  they  had  been  right 
in  doing  as  they  bad  done.  All  that  he 
had  said  was,  that  any  sentence,  and  more 
especially  any  military  sentence, .  must  be 
an  insufficient  ground  for  such  a  proceeding. 

Captain  Herbert  asked,  if  the  learned 
gent,  thought  the  sentence  of  a  court  mar- 
tial too  flimsy  a  ground. of  proceeding, 
what  ground  would  he  expect?  The -learn- 
ed gent,  was  in  error  when  he  said  that  no 
right  ei^isted  in  the  person  tried  by  a  court 
martial  to  challenge  bis  judges.  It  was 
both  the  right  and  the  practice.  He  wa^ 
surprised  how  the  learned  gent,  could  think 
as  he  had  expressed  himself,  without  deem* 
ing  the  act  of  the  last  parliament  a  flagrant 
.  injustice. 

The   Attorney-General   denied    havix^ 


used  the  word  flimsy,  as  i^lied  to  the 
sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

General  Gatcmfne  stated,  in  explanation, 
that  he  did  not  say  the  broad  shield  Of  go- 
vernment had  h&sa  thrown  over  the  delin- 
quent. He  only  cautioned  the  noble  lord 
to  avoid  doing  any  thing  which  might  be 
so  misconstrued ;  nor  did  he  say  that  the 
house  should  take  tbe  proceedings  of  a 
court  martial  for  their  guide;  although 
he  differed  from  the  leaqied  gent,  on  his 
notions  of  honoor,  he  was  as  willing  to 
abide  by  the  honour  of  a  court  martial, 
as  the  decision  of  a  court  of  justice. 

Lord  Wiiltam  Ruuell  observed,  that  al- 
though this  <juestton  had  been  already  dis- 
cussed and  decided,  still  there  was  no 
reason  why  the  house  should  not,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  exercise  its 
discretion,  and  come  to  an  opinion. 

Mr.  H.  Ward  did  not  rise  to  detain  tbe 
house  by  entering  into  the  merits  of  this  ques- 
tion, his  objectmerely  was,  to  receive  further 
explanations  from  the  learned  gent,  (tbe  at- 
torney-general) as  to  his  applicationof  fanci- 
ful notions  of  honour,  &c.  to  courts  noartiaU 

The  ^^^omiy-Geffera/ declared,  that  he 
did  not  apply  the  words  honour  or  disho- 
nour to  a  court  martial ;  he  had  already 
stated,  that  the  acceptation  of  proceeding 
on  any  such  fanciful  phrase  would  not  be 
received  in  a  court  of  justice. 

Mr.  Adam  was  exceedingly  sorry  to  feel 
himself  obliged  to  trouble  the  bouse  on 
this  subject,  after  the  ample  discussion  it 
had  undergone  in  this  preliminary  stage ; 
but  the  warmth  of  some  members  having 
superseded  the  perfect  good  humour  with 
which  the  noble  lord  had  introduced  his 
motion,  made  him  rise,  in  the  hope  o£  es- 
tablishing the  question  on  its  original 
ground ;  and  certainly  he  must  confess, 
that  the  mode  proposed  by  the  noble  lord 
appeared  to  him  the  best  which  the  nature 
and  importance  of  the  case  demanded .  It 
was  a  proceeding  founded  on  the  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution,  to  which  every 
member  was  willing  to  submit,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  maintained  the  dignity  of  tbe 
house,  and  the  regularity  of  its  proceed* 
ings.  He  was  a  little  surprised  to  hear  a 
diiBti notion  taken  between  principle  and 
precedent;  for  his  part,  be  did  not  think 
there  was  any,  as  applied  to  this  case,  ior  tbe 
one  would  be  found  to  contain  tbe  other ; 
or,  to  be  more  explicit,  he  thought  that 
precedent  contained  principle.  He  wae 
old  enough  to  remember  the  proceedings 
in  1764,  on  the  expulsion  of  Wilkes  ^^^ 
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his  publication  of  the  ^tortli  Briton ;  he  also 
well  remembered  the  question  agitated  res- 
pecting the  same  individual  in  1  Z^P^on  which 
occasion  he  was  in  the  minority.  It  must  be 
in  the  recollection  of  many  members  of 
the  house/  that  in  1782  the  expukion  pre- 
viously voted  had  been  reversed,  and  all 
the  resolutions  respecting  it  expunged  from 
the  journals  by  a  majority,  of  which  he 
was  one.  Though  this  was  not  a  case  in 
point,  yet  he  apprehended  that  it  settled 
the  law  of  parliament  on  the  subject  of 
expulsion.  Having  made  these  loose  ob- 
servations with  a  view  of  bringing  the 
question  only  before  the  house,  he  should 
conclude  therefore  with  trusting  that  the 
motion  of  the  noble  lord  would  be  adop- 
ted, being  the  best  in  any  point  of  view 
which  could,  in  his  opinion,  be  suggested. 
Mr.  Hurst  was  astonished  that  a  person 
of  tBc  ability  of  the  learned  gent,  who 
spoke  last,  should  say  that  there  was  no 
distinction  between  principle  and  precedent. 
They  were  far  as  the  poles  asunder.  Pre- 
cedent might  illustrate,  but  did  not  con- 
stitute a  principle.  He  would  support  the 
motion  for  searching  precedents,  however, 
as  they  'would  shew  what  had  been  done  in 
similar  cases,  if  there  were  any.  If  there 
were  no  precedents,  then  we  must  resort 
to  the  principle,  and  make  a  precedent 
for  the  future.— The  motion  was  then 
agreed  to,  and  tbe»  sentence  of  the  court 
martial,  and  the  proceedings  of  parliament 
thereon  in  the  session  of  1795-6  read  in 
brief;  after  which  it  was  moved  by 

Lord  Howick,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  the  journals  of 
that  house,  and  the  records  of  parliament, 
for  precedents  of  cases,  in  which  members 
had  been  expelled  by  that  house,  who  had 
been  returned  to  it,  and  to  report  thereon 
to  the  house. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope,  in  seconding  the 
motion,  thought  it  his  duty  to  abstain  from 
giving  any  opinion  upon  the  case  by  antici- 
pation, one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr^  Bankes  perfectly  agreed  with  the 
noble  lord  as  to  the  course  of  proceeding 
which  he  recprnmended,'  but  thought,  that 
as  the  oDOtion  was  worded,  it  would  uar- 
row  the  view  of  the  case.  Gentlemen 
conversant  with  the  records  of  that  bouse, 
would  be  aware,  that  of  ^ases  similar  to 
the  present  there  were  none,  and  of  analo- 
gous cases  extremely  few.  There  were 
many  cases  to  be  found,  which,  as  the 
niotioQ  was  worded,  the  committee  would 
think    themselves  bound   to  report.  .  He  I 


thoagbt,  therefore,  thatit  would  be  deeire*- 
able  to  make  the  words  of  the  motion  lar-^ 
ger,  in  order  to  come  at  the  main  spring 
upon  which  the  house  acted  in  such  cases, 
which  would  enable  them  to  discharge 
their  painful  duty  in  this  instance.  The 
hon.  gent,  suggested  to  enlarge  the  words* 
of  the  motion  to  all  cases  of  expulsion^ 
distinguishing  those  in  which  the  expelled 
members  had  been  again  returned. 

Lord  Howkk  adopted  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  gent.,  and  moved,  '*  that,  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  examine  Uie  jour- 
nals of  this  house,  and  records  of  parlia- 
ment for  precedents  of  cases  of  members 
who  have  been  expelled  by  this  house,  and 
for  virhat  causes  they  have  been  so  expel- 
led, and  aUo  of  cases  in  which  members, 
having  been  expelled  by  this  house,  have 
been  again  returned;  and  to  report  tb^ 
same  to  the  house,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon  :'  which  was  agreed  to. 

[Petition  of  the  ELscToas  of  Lan- 
caster  KESPECTING   Mr.  CaWTHORNE.] 

Lord  George  Cavendish  proposed  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  to  the  house  from  a  very 
considerable  number  of  the  freemen  of 
Lancaster.  It  had  been  put  into  his  hands 
as  he  came  into  the  house,  and  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  present  it.  But  in  do- 
ing this  he  would  not  pledge  himself' 
to  any  opinion  upon  the  case.  As  he 
had  been  a  member  of  the  court  mar- 
tial whose  sentence  h£fti  been  alluded 
to,  he  should  abstain  from  taking  any 
share  in  those  discussions.  Of  the  contents 
of  the  petition  he  was  ignorant,  but  if  the 
house  would  consent  to  receive  it,  they 
would  be  enabled  to  judge  of  its  contents 
when  it  should  be  read  at  the  table. — ^The 
petition  was  then  ordered  to  be  brought  up 
and  read.  It  stated,  **  that  the  petitioners 
have  been  informed,  that  some  measure, 
not  being  a  petition  from  any  party  intern 
ested,  is  depending  before  the  house,  ha- 
ving for  its  object  to  prevent  them  from 
being  represented  in  parliament  by  John 
Fenton  Cawthorne,  esq.,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers chosen  at  the  last  general  election  to 
represent  the  borough  of  Lancaster  in 
parliament:  That  the  petitioners  submit, 
that,  according  to  the  uniform  practice  in 
such  cases,  the  legality  of  any  election  of 
a  member  of  the  house  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned, unless  the  same  is  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  petition  presented  to  the  house 
within  14  days  from  the  first  meeting  of 
parliament  after  such  election  ;  and  that 
any  attempt  to  invalidate  such  election, 
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by  any  otter  wtaat  Mm  mi«h  m  Are 
cified  ill  tiie  aeveral  0l«Uit«s  i^  fiich  ctim 
qwde  mad  pravided,  mnui  he  cootrmry  to 
UMf  and  ongpbft  to  be  diieoomgiad  by  tht 
haaae :  but,  if  ii  m-  not  intended  to  bfiog 
into  qnetikMi  tbe  legality  of  Ifae  elecfioo  of 
Ihe  eaid  J*  F.  CawCbome,  end  ihe  Mtptie  19 
edonUtfld  to  be  a  legal  eiectioo,  ilMeii  Che 
pedtioBera  humbly  aubo^  tbaft  tbe  home 
has  no  juriedietion  to  esduda  fpefl»  fthe 
privilege  of  sitting  and  votiag  as  a  aoem- 
her  of  parliament  any  penoo  who  has  be^ 
^  cona  a  member  of  the  house  by  a  laarful 
ekction,  except  for  some  matter  arising 
subsequent  to  auch  election  to  disqualify 
such  membar  from  sitting  and  ¥o(tiiig: 
That  the  petitioners  haviag  elected  the  said 
J«  F.  Cavtboroe,  with  a  iuU  Icatoprledge  of 
ali  the  cincttmsfeances  which  they  are  in* 
formed  ai«  now  to  be  made  the  grounds  of 
his  expukioo,  auboiit,  «ith  tlM^  greatest 
cou&denoe»  that  unless  such  ctfcumstiuiGes 
amounted  to  a  legal  disability  to  ait  in  the 
|K>ttae  ef  eoaunons  (ia  wlwafa  caae  ihe  pe* 
titioners  aubmit  that  the  cjuastioo  ought  to 
l^e  tried  upon  a  petition,  aud  before  a  eelect 
oommittee,)  the  exercise  of  a  power  by  the 
lioose  of  eommoaa,  to  defeat  such  ekctioa 
ai^uld  be  subversive  of  the  rights  of  el^c- 
tOK  in  general,  and  highly  injurious  to  the 
petitionefs*  who  insist  theyhavead§^t  to 
yetam  to  the  house  any  person  as  their 
nefHuesentative  not  previously  disqualified 
|}y  any  knewn  rule  of  law  :  and  therefore 
praying,  Uiat  no  such  measures  may  be 
adopted  by  ttie  house,  and  that  tiiey  may 
be  heard  agaixrat  any  saeb  measure,  by 
themselves,  or 'their  counsel,  at  the  bar  ofi 
t|^e  house/'  On  the  motiou  that  the  peti. 
tion  do  He  ou  \he  table, 

Captain  H'crbert  asked  the  noble  lord 
^TiK>  ppesen^^i  it,  whether  it  was  really  the. 
ipetkioQ  of  the  Kreemen  of  Laucaster?  U 
it  was,  it  appeared  to  him  not  to  be  in  the 
^ght  of  a  petition,  bataa  a  dictatorial  and 
dnsole^t  attempt  to  controul  puriiaiii«ot. 
The  laet  paragraph  appeured  moet  repre- 
iienslble,  ^Uero  they  aekno^vledged  that 
tliey  were  acquainted  wiUi  all  4he  infomy 
that  was  the  object  of  cbe  motion.  This 
4ldmi8sion  would  almost  justify  the  house  in 
-disfranchising  the  borough.  (A  loud  xry; 
'Of  no  !  no  1)  There  certainly  coold  be  aio 
-doubt  that  a  pevson  declami  incapable  of 
'aenriag^is  inajasfy  in  any  ^apaeity^  ^as^ 
4iet  fit^^  any  trust. 

Levd  &.  Ckneniuk  replied,  that  it  had 
%een  pot  into  his  bands  by  persons  of  re- 
fj^ctability,  and  was  signed  ^o  by  per- 


ap9-(aoii9Qfc]HMVicler.  ||ca>pUoidyaay»)ikp 

most  members  who  pi^a^oted  petitions, 
thathe belioTed it  to  have  bMsep s^^hfcri))^ 
by  tboae  whose  naipies  appeafed  to  \x,. 

Mr.  Cmofhomf  pbserved,  that  4e  hpa* 
gejst.  had  takep  up  |hp  qyestion  ve/y 
wannly,  bfit  app^r^d  ^o  bp  Xo^y  on^* 
qiiainted  with  the  cipfvw^lm^'  lof  the 
caacp  He  could  shew  hi^  a^  afpl^b^tical 
list  of  the  suhscf iheis  to  the  potion,  a^Jiiph 
bad  been  taken  frpiQ  the  list  pf  )^e  fre^ 
men  pf  Lancaster,  aad  transmitted  IP  hidy 
Amongst  them  wertis  ithe  mqafM  of  iJse  ctoii^ 
QMm  and  magistr^^ie^  of  the  qqbafter  $^ 
siops,  and  many  iaad-fMiaiers  in  ijaip  b^ 
dreds  .aiH>ut  the  itofvp.  H  ^^9  ^ot.  j^y  any 
persooal  coa^deration^  U^t  ^  wa^  inftv^r 
enced  on  this  opcasion*  but  b^  a  r^g^rd  to 
the  rights  of  the  g^tlawnep  w.ho.hfL^i  m^ 
him  to  that  ho^^se^ 

illr,Sfiiencfr  ^mhapp  o^rved»  4hat  ^h(9 
was  a  petition  agaioat  a  anotiop  mMlej 
though  00  procetadif^  had  Xak^^  pl^yc^  m 
ih^  subject  to  which  it  alWdedy  tOl  a^ 
minotes  ago.  This  was  strap^  poiadHP^ 
for  which  he  did  npt  think  ^ere  w%b  |U9y 
pnecedent. 

Lord  (ftoejey  wgs  of  opiaioo,  that  thi^ 
petitioa  was  of  a  nature  so  dictatorial,  ^hat 
it  ought  uot  to  be  suffered  to  I'ejimain  upon 
tlie  table  of  th#hpvse;  bat  he  woaJd  nojt 
agree,  that  it  would  jaUify  adji^f^4llphi^ 
moot  of  the  borough*  because  tjiat  «oul^ 
confound  the  innocent  wUh  the  guilty. 
The  petition  was  in  the  hands  of  (be  noble 
lord  before  any  ^notion  was  piade  on  the 
subject,  or  the  petitioners  ceald  know 
whether  their  rights  wojuld  be  a^^^^tod 
lliereby.  The  petitioq  wAsdictatorial>  and 
presumed  to  lay  down  the  law,  and  tber&- 
fore  ought  not  to  be  laid  on  the  ^ble. 

Mr.  iS.  ^aaraff  eiiUared  his  protest £^aiuflt 
the  doctrines  that  had  been  laid  down  by 
the  aoble  lord,  and  by  the  hon.  gent,  who 
bad  contended,  that  tl^e  language  of  the 
peUtion  was  so  improper^  as  to  justify  the 
disfranchiseijieiit  of  the  borough.  The  po- 
titjionelra  had  a  right  to  petition,  if  they 
apprielieoded,  no  niatter  upon  what  ground^ 
tbttt.tdbwAr  r^hts  were  iu  danger  of.  being 
inifaded-  The  language  of  the  petition 
was  th^  aame  with  the  language  recorded 
.upon  the  Jioumals of  tlie .house,  that  ao 
attempt  to  Hwajidate  a  return,  w.hei$  Ae 
4)effiOo  >^as  not  Ifegally  disqualified,  wa^ 
subvessive  of  .the  rights  of  electors*  Ha^ 
not  the  petitioners  a  right  to  use  the  S9jnp 
language  as 'the  house?  He  had  risen  only 
to.  protest  agi»itjiat  suQh  ^ov^l  atid  u^c^- 
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stitAtfbttntl  doctrines,  in  brderttail  it  ihi^t 
Tihi  btf  srapj(ji(reed,  if  th^y  were  auffeVd^Tto 
pafiis  onti6ti6ed,  thfat  they  were  assented  to 
irir  thrfthtl>uste.  • 

Mr.  S.Sun/iope  appeaferf  to  tibe  ap^alc^r, 
^i^Wttter*  li  was  consistent  with  the  fontisr 
e^pTttc^c^  of  tBef  house  tb  receive  a  pe- 
tfti6*i  a'garrtst  diiy  proceeding  not  im- 
BWcfia<e»ly  undtf  consideration  of  thift 
Mouse, 

1?he'*;><?/j^er,  ^  lie  had  been  ap^iealiid  td,' 
fHfWftisfelf  bouftdto  dedare,thathe  had  d- 
^a^  unrfer^ood,  afnd'had'cbllectcJrfiVom  tfte ' 
prdtefeding  of  that  hdusre,  that  they  opened 
lh4}f  dfdbft  wid^  fbt  receiving  the  petitions 
of  a!l  his  Majesty's  subjects,  whether  with 
r^pfect  to  grievances,  real  or  apprefhended, 
JttM  thut  the  only  indispensable  r6quisitef  in 
rt  prifition;  ia  intitle  it  tb  thtf  consideration 
<jf  tbatt  hofn^e  wks,  that  it^  should  be  couch- 
id'iti  lati^bage  notf  offensive. 

tb^d  iRnJfcit^  agreed  in  the  sentitrtent^  df 
A^  hdn.  gfent.  opposite  (^f  r.  S.  Botim^), 
anti^  ent^ely  concurred'  in  the  doctrine, 
laSd  down'  by  the  chair,  that  a  petition 
ft-otti  the  subject  Was  erttitled  to  theatten- 
tibA  oF  that  house^,  provided'  it  was  oof 
^uchedin  offensive  language.-  The  lati- 
gtiage'of  this'  pefitroii  seemed  not  to*  be  of 
ttivX  description,  for  the  petitioners  hatlibly 


submitted  that  the  apprehended'  proceed-,  to  that  o&odb,  it  \^as  ithpos^fe  tbil  tU< 


feg  wouW  be  subversive  of  the  rfghts  of 
rfectbf^.    They  should   not  construe  too 

tfethiiieally  the  letter  9f  the  petitioA 

•^e  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

(NaVit  EsTi^TATEs.]  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  T.  Gteiivillfe,  the  house  went  into  a 
c<»intiiitteti  of  supply  upon  the  Navy  Esti- 
liiat^  for  the  current  yei^r. 

Mr.  y.  ^fehville  rose,  in  pursuance  of 
B1^  motion,  to  move  for  a -vote  of  10,-000 
eeartten,  in  addition  to  the  1 20,000  already 
gr^ot^d.  In  movitig  a  resolution  to  that 
dflffect,- be  fWt  it  necessary  to  make  some 
oteefVatiott  in  refbfenf  e  tb  a  charge  of  sup- 
posed neglect  that  had  coraef  from  the 
*  dtU^  sidy  of  the  house,  upon  the  ground 
of  thtf  riecessity  of  this  additional  supply 
tktx  hating*  been  foreseen,  when'  the. late 
gteWwite  made,  for' that  nbthing' possibly 
«m!tf  ha^  occurred  since  the  late  de- 
mand was  complied  with  to  justljy  tf  sub^ 
8c<iuferit'  d<*niand'  for  an  additibHar  vote  of 
«eaWien.  It  would  be  found,  however; 
npcrri  exkmlnatioti,  that  his  conduct  had 
beeta,  in  thi^  insttoiCe',  strictly  regular,  and 
■^vas  to  be  josfifted  upon  the  usual  grounds 
toif  pfoc^edihgv  the  accounti  ending  the 
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^mi  df  Sept?.  ibtH  Tn  l^ie  eWtfid^  M\ 
ihree-fourrWs  off  the  year,  dhd  i^  ^as 
/or  him  to  decide  coiftpe^erilly  until  ftitn 
ed  witfc'  the  remaining  quarterly  aceo 
ending  the  3flstl>ec.    lu  tlrtiteofwaV 
levites  for  each  succeeding  month  are 
gularted  by  the  report"  of  the  pM  mon 
rccruititig,  wh?ch  however  in  sudi  a  cr 
js^  riever  to  be  checked  bcyortd  a.  cert 
imtt    Jtwaa^  a  gre^  satis!bdtibA<t6  f. 
•to'  ^jtate  to  tfii^cornmr^ee,  thtft  it  a^pipeaj 
by  tliis  last  qnarte/s  estimates,  ths:tt 
number     of    BiHtisl^    i^tMh '  ex<)eed 
126,000  men,  ahd  thSt  thii  dodsidef^l 
irttefease  h^  tyceh  pflaWS  WitWrf  the  1 
.five'  months.     It'  iMglit  ip^iif  H  ^^es^c 
why,  if  the  nnnrtjershaiil  eifeeS&Wd  by  mc 
than  6&00  the  ordibtfi^    ^pP^y,     the 
should  now  be  af  further  demand  for  i 
additional  !a,(!K:f6.  VTh^  ^tiesMtt  oai^ 
ito  cbhsidet  the"  Variefjr  df  inbretoiW  ^ 
ipendlture  ih  the  d^paltini^t  i^rUtiVie  t 
the  marines,  diey   might*  bS  l<?d  to^tbk 
tilts'  difficult  sufficiently  eSvlat^.    An 
hei'e  hier  woiftd  tak'<^'oee^oiViVMy  tbstat 
hi^  stfbtlm^dti  u^oti  tf  9«sbjedt  that?  bttd  nc 
been  as  yef,  in'  hirf  opinion,  MSsfaetbril 
proj^ounded.    He  alluded  to  thd  prefeleii 
mode  of^  ^ubmitftihg  to  the  hou^e  ttie  nava 
supplies,   at^d  contended  tUat,  according 


Imeirtbers  could  be  ptrt  in  possteilon  of  al 
the  infbrmbtion  tliaft  wa^  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  their  fottaingart^ljod^eni 
upon  the  estimates  required;  the  mode  ol 
proceed^g  hkherto  ado()t^  seamed  to  b4 
ground!^  upon  a  scale  of  srithmetieal  rean 
soning.  Which  could  ndt  be  biiou^tto  ap^ 
ply;  at  present  the?  allowance  for  tha 
1^,000  voted  was  at  the  rate' of  7/.  p^r 
man ;  before  the  session  of  1797,  it  wai^ 
but  4/.  per  nian ;  and  until  the  aHowbnte  was 
increased;  the  naval  debt  Waflrprogresaively 
increasing^  to  a*  most  inconvenient  dispro^ 
portion.  As  he  thought  thitt  gentlemen 
should  be  possessed,  of  the  noost  minute 
details,  he*  took  this  opportunity  of  ac* 
qoainting'  the  committee  that  he  had  in 
cdntemplatioh  so  to  arrange  th^  statement 
of  the  naVal  estimate  in  future,  (should  he 
have  t^ef  honour  of  again  submitting  the 
estimates  to  tafy  future  committee)  as  to 
render  them  dear  ahd  intelligible  to  every 
gentletnan  who  might  be  anxious  to  ex- 
amine them  minutely  ;  he  w^s  at  the  sam« 
time  aware  that  there  were  estimates  of  n 
nature  that  nmde  it  impossible  to  give 
such  in  detail — as,  for  instance,  alUhos« 
arising  from  the  unforeseen  damages,  li»s 
2M 
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8«t»  and  accidents,  to  which  the  sea  ser« 
vice  was  so  peculiarly  liable.^  Gentlemen 
niust  see  that  in  cases  of  suoh  uncertainty, 
there  could  be  no  room  for  calculation, 
even  of  a  general  kind,  much  less  of  an 
exact  detail  pf  the  minute  expences.  He 
felt  confident  in  saying,  that  where  it  was 
admissible,  the  plan  in  contemplation 
would  be  found  to  ^  eminently  qualified 
for  removini^all  the  many  difficulties  that 
had  hitherto  precluded  gentlemen  the  ne- 
cessary information,  and  he  spoke  with 
more  confidence  in  its  praise,  because  the 
labour  had  hot  been  his  own.  To  give 
gentlemen  a  clearer  idea  of  the  advanta- 
ges expected  to  result  frohi  the  proposed 
plan  of  statement,  he  should  trouble  them 
with  an  enumeration  of  the  distinct  heads 
under  which  the  different  articles  of  de- 
tail should  be  arranged.  The  first  should 
b^  a  reference  to  wages  to  ofiicers ;  2d, 
seamen  ;  3d,  marines ;  4th,  and  5th,  pilo- 
tage and  wages;  6th,  wear  and  tear, 
which  would  be  found  to  be  a  most  im- 
portant and  comprehensive  head  of  expence; 
7th,  pensions;  8th,  salaries  to  the  admi- 
ralties, &c, ;  9th,  workmen  in  yards,  &c. ; 
lOtb,  rebuilding  ships  in  merchants' yards 
by  contract;  lltb,  hired  armed  ships; 
12tb,  the  most  difficult  branch  of  all  others 
lo  detail,  purchase  of  stores  to  replenish 
his  majesty's  magazines,. an  article  in  itself 
requiring  no  less  a  sum  thaii  3,600,O0O/. ; 
file  13th  head  he  should  entitle  bills  of 
exchange;  14th,  incidental  expences;  and 
-15tb  and  last,  the  victualling  board.  Un- 
der the  above  13  heads,  it  was  proposed 
th^t  every  roinutia  of  charge  should  be 
fully  detailed,  each  classed  under<  its  re- 
spective article,  so  that  any  gentleman  an- 
xious for  minute  examination,  would  have" 
only  to  turn  to  the  index,  that  would  refer 
him  at  the  instant  to  the  point  upon  which 
he  wished  for  tnlbrmatiou.  As  a  proof  of 
che  necessity  of  such  ati  arrangement,  he 
would  beg  leave  to  mention  one  instance, 
that  of  the  navy  estimates,  including  a 
charge  of  ffOO,OOa/.  for  the  victualling 
bills  for  the  army  in  garrisons,  abroad. 
This  surely  was  going  beyond  the  naval 
department,  and  consequently  introducing 
much  confusion  in  the  public  accounts. 
The  last  estimate  he  had  to  submit  to  the 
committee,  was  six  months*  salary  due  to 
the  commissioners  of  naval  revision.  This 
commission  would  have  expired,  in  Decem- 
ber last,  but  as  the  geutlenyien  compbsing 
it  had  applied  to  him  for  further  time,  sipe. 
tifying  that  it  would  he  of  importance, 


that,  an  abrupt  stop  to  their  labours  bi-^ 
therto  should  not  now  defeat  the  result  of . 
them;   to  such  an   application  the  hon. 
member  said,  that  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  concede,  though  at  the  same  time  he 
must  say,  much  as  he  individually  respec-^ 
ted  the  talents  and  experience  of  the  gen-*, 
tlemen  composing   this  commission,  stills 
he  thought  the  commission  inconvenient  in 
its  operation,  and  not  the  most  infallible , 
in  some  of   its    suggestions*    While   ttm 
same  person  was.  at  the  head  of  the  adrai-' 
rally,  and  this  commission,  no  ^ch  incon- 
venience was  to  be  dreaded.     He  could 
not  approve  of  the  report,  that  considered 
general  establishments  of  pay,  as  connect, 
ted  with  the  pay  of  all  officers  whatever, 
or  that  recommended  increase  of  pay  to 
the  officers  in  the  dock-yards.     The  right 
hon.  gent,  then  concluded   with  moving, 
his  first  resolution — **  That  it  is  the  opinion, 
of  this  committee  tlmt  10,000  additional 
seamen  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1^07*  including  2,400  royal  mari^ies." 

'Mr.  Jo/instone  thought  the  right  hon. 
gent,  certainly  satisfactory  in  the  clear  and 
comprehensive  view  he  took  of  his  propo- 
sed improvement  in  the  way  of  presenting 
the  navy  estimates  for  the  future  to  that 
house.  He,  however,  did  not  think  the 
gentleman  equally  satisfactory  in  explain- 
ing why  this  additional  grant  of  seamei^ 
had  not  been  moved  for  when  the  12P,000> 
men  were  voted,  lie  could  not  reconcile 
it  to  his  mind  that  it  was  satisfactory  to 
hear  that  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  did 
not  know  upon  the  30ih  of  September  the 
number  of  seamen  in  the  service.  He 
was,  however,  glad  to  hear  this  promise  of 
detail,  and  hoped  it  would  be  extended  to 
articles  of  expenditure,  as  well  as  of  sup- 
ply; he  hoped.that  the  estimates  might  be 
printed,  and  did  not  see  why  (if  the  mea- 
sures suggested  by  the  commission  of  revi- 
sion were  censurable)  the  right  hon.  gent, 
acceded  to  them  the  indulgence  of  six 
months'  grace., 

Mr.  Rose  maintained  that  there  was  no- 
thing either  new  or  difficult  in  the  way  of 
making  up  the  estimates  as  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  member.  He  had  it  within 
his  knowledge  that  it  might  bjceffectedwith- 
in  a  few  days  labour. 

Mr.  Perceval  thought  it  no  ground  for 
not  continuing  the  commission  of  review^ 
to  say  that  its  suggestions  were  not  appro- 
ved of  by  bis  majesty's  ministers,  because 
nothing  was  more  possible  than  that  that 
comtnission   might  suggest    measures  as 
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wise  as  his  xnajesty'n  minister^  copld  4o. 

Lord  H»  Petty  said,  that  the  commission 
pf  revision  had  never  b^een  recommended 
by  the  commissioners  of  naval  enquiry. 
He  thogght,  however,  his  right  hop.  friend 
right  in  not  putting  an  abrupt  close  to  the 
pi'oceedings  of  the  commission,  particular-* 
ly  as  it  had  been  stated  that  the  said  pro- 
ceedings would  be  brought  to  their  desired 
issue  within  six, months.  With  respect  to 
what  had  fallen  from  a  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite  (Mr.  Rose),  as  to  the  fapjlity  of 
stating  the  accounts  in  the  form  proposed, 
he  begged  leave  to  ask  why  the  gentleman 
himself  had  not  before  adopted  a  method 
so  easy  and  so  desireable  .* 

Ad miral  Marhkam  said,  that  when  he  ap- 
plied upon  §  former  occasion  for  the  ac- 
counts of  repairs  done  in  ship- merchants' 
yards,  the  answer  he  received  from  gentle- 
inen  then  in  power  was,  that  it  was  a  thing 
impossible  to  be  effected, 

Mr.  Percera/.  denied  that  be  had  said 
that  the  commissioners  of  review  had  been 
^  recommended  by  the  naval  enquiry  com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  Rosfy  to  prove  the  justice  of  his  al- 
legations, was  willing  to  lay  before  the 
house  a  minute  statement  of  all  the  char- 
ges for  the  last  8  or  10  years  he  was  in 
office. 

Mr.  T.  Grenvil/e  asked f  if  it  was  fair  or 
consistent,  in  the  same  instant,  to  censure 
him  for  laying  the  accounts  before  the  com- 
mittee in  the  usual  way,  and  when  he  pro- 
posed a  Ajller  and  more  satisfactory  way 
of  doing'  the  same,  to  charge  him  with 
neglect,  because  he  had  not  sooner  made 
the  discovery.  As  to  granting  a  longer 
existence  to  the  commissioners,  he  did  not 
feel  that  it  involved  him  in  dilemma:  the 
commissioners  required  time  to  wind  up 
their  labour,  and  he  should  have  thought 
it  a  waste  of  all  the  former  time  and  ex- 
pence,  if  they  were  not  continued  the  si.\ 
months  longer. 

Mr.  Rose  read  at  the  table  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  items  of  charge  for  foreign 
and  home  stores,  &c.  from  the  12th  of 
March,  171^8 ;  and  contended  from  it*,  that 
he  had  already  done  that  which  was  now 
to  be  called  a  new  discovery. 

Mr.  T»  Grenville  was  astonished  at  the 
suspicion  which  seemed  to  be  entertained 
by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that 
because  he  wished  to  have  the  accounts  of 
the  navy  laid  ]:)efore  parliament  in  a  more 
detailed  and  intelligible  shape  than  they 
had  hitherto  been,  hd  therefore  meant  any 


reflection  upon  those  who  had  preceded 
him  in  office.  H6  could  assure  gentlemen 
that  he  had  no  intention  whetever  to  act 
w^th  any  such  hostihty.  The  right  hoo. 
gentleman  who  bad  just  sat  down  had  sta- 
ted, that  such  accounts  as  he  desired  for 
the  information  of  parliament,  were  made 
out  in  the  offices  for  several  years  back^ 
and  had  gone  out  of  the  house  to  produce 
a  paper  to  shew  that;  but  all  that  he  could 
say  to  that  was,  that  he  could  never  find  such 
accounts  in  any  of  the  offices/  The  old  and 
ordinary  mode  of  making  out  the  accounts 
was  all  that  he  could  discover,  and  that  he 
wished  to  amend.  And  surely  that  wish  which 
it  appeared  was  in  direct  consonance  with 
that  which  the  right  hon.  gent,  alleged  to 
have  been  the  practice,  in  a  way  that  did 
not  officially  appear,  could  not  be  .deemed 
any  reproach  either  upon  himself  or  his 
predecessors,  by  whom  the  right  hon. 
gent,  ascertained  that  wish  was  entertained 
and  Hcted  upon* 

Mr,  Rose  disclaimed  the  suspicions  im* 
puted  to  him.  The  right  hon.  gent,  was 
not  atnong  those  whom  he  supposed  ca- 
pable of  censuring  the  conduct  of  his 
right  hon*  friend.  All  he  meant  to  say 
with  respect  to  the  accounts  referred  to, 
was  this,  that  his  late  right  hon.  friend 
had  been  in.  the  habit,  for  several  years,  of  * 
obtaining  similar  accounts  from  the  office 
of  the  comptroller  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Vjonsittart  declared  that  he  had  ne- 
ver seen  such  an  account  in  the  treasury, 
aid  maintained  that  such  an.  account  as 
that  alluded  to  by  his  right  hon.  friend, 
was  continually  necessary,  in  order  to  ena- 
ble ministers  to  make  out  cgrrect  esti- 
mates, and  also  to  render  to  parliament 
a  correct  account  of  the  public  expiendi- 
ture.  - 

Sjt'd^  Newport  took  occasion  to  com- 
plain of  the  conduct  of  public  officers  in 
not  leaving  in  their  offices  any  official  docu- 
ments which  might  be  communicated  to 
them.  He  was  sorry  to  say  that  this  con- 
duct was  particularly  remarkable  in  the 
office  which  he  had  the  honour  to  occupy, 
as  upon  his  accession  to  it  be  did.  not  find 
a  single  paper  relative  to  previous  official 
proceedings,  at  least  oh  this  side  of  the 
channel.  Papers  which  contained  any 
official  information,  and  which  were  com- 
municated for  public  purposes,  ought,  as 
appeared  to  him,  to  be  in  no  case  remo- 
ved from  the  proper  offices,  as  Uiey  belen^ed 
not  to  the  persons  who  might  occupy  Vii\Y 
particular  office,  but  to  the  public. 
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Mr.  |to^  slated^  that  )tjbe  paper  he  hfA 
vras  his  own  property,  as  i(  was  a  case  for 
which  he  himself  paicjii  and  that  tbe  origi- 
tial  ought  to  be  in  the  treasury. 

M^.  Ruthven  asked  wh^re  the  original 
wa^y  in  what.pfficey  and  what  depumii^a^ 

"  Mr.  Rose  did  not  knqw  what  paiirticujar 

?lace,  k&  he  was  not  ki^p,er  of  the  papers, 
'he  motion  for  the  grant  of  10,000  men 
yas  Agreed  to,  ^  were  the  folio  wing  po- 
^ons :  24d,56()f*  for  wages  for  ditto,  for 
13  months  }  ^-kJ.OOOL  for  victualling,  &c. ; 
Sgo.OOp/.  for  wear  fod  tear  of  ships; 
.52,500/.  for  ordnance;  1,135,434/.  for  the 
ordinaries  of  tlip  navy;  5,li3'^,903/.  for 
Suiidmg  ships  in  merchants  yards,  and. 
Other  ejctra  expences ;  1 ,500,000/.  for  the 
^ire  of  transports ;  i6o,o6o/.  for  sick  and 
wounded  seamen;  500»000/.  for  prisoners 

of  \yar. 

Rlr.  Vqnnttart  njov^d  the  following 
sums  for  miscellaneous  service:  6,853/. 
for  the  superinten4ance  of  aliens;  12,000/. 
Tor  defriayin^  the  ^xjpences  of  the  public 
office  in  B(Jw  §trcet;  ^1,350/.  for  con- 
victs at  borne;  ']5«Q0O/.  for  contingencies 
in  the  offices  of  the  three  secretaries  of 
Vtatp;  .I2,06o/.  lor  messengers  for  the 
secretaries' offices,  &c,;  17^,000/.  for  fo- 
reign and  secret  service  iponey;  20,000/. 
lor  taw  charges  ;  3j006/.  for  the  expence 
of  prosecuting  those  concerned  in  the  for- 
gery of  coin,  &c. ;  11,600/.  for  sheriffs  of 
counties  to  defray  tbe  extra  expence  incur- 
red in  the  conviction  of  felons,  &c. ; 
140,199/.  for  the  relief  of  French,  Dutiih, 
aiid  Corsican  emigrants,  and  also  of  Ame- 
rican loyalists;  i,432/.  13«.  6</»  to  pay 
{he' balance  advanced  fpr  ditto  in  1806; 
1,936/.*  for  the  relief  of  poor  dissenting 
iriinistefS,  and  French  refugees;  i,8?8/. 
for  the  use  of  a  certaiq  class  of  ministers  - 
1,934^.  for  stationary,  &c.  to  the  court  of 
exchequer,  &c. ;  5,210/.  for  the  salaries 
and  other  expences  of  certain  offices  con- 
nected with  both  houses  of  parliament ; 
'49»76*6/.  to  defray  the  expence  of  certain 
improvements  that  have  been  inade,  and 
are  still  to  be  tpade  in  the  buildings  of  both 
houses  of  parliament ;  11,800/.  to  make 
good  the  vote  of  last  session  for  defraying 
the  expenoe  of  certain  additions  tp  the 
houses  of  parliament,  and  also  to  that  of  the 
speaker  ;  4»993/.  for  paying  the  expence  of 
lilihtary  roads  in  North  B/itain. — The  se- 
veral motions  were  agreed  to^'  the  house 
resumed,  and  the  report  w^  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  on  Monday. 
'  (Army  Estimates.]    Mr,  Hobhouse 


brought  up  the  report  of  the  Ara^y  jE;^^* 
mates.  Upon  tlie  first  resoluU^on  l^e^ng 
read, 

Sir  James  Tylteney  rose.     He  said,  ^hi^l 
considering  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  h^ 
should  confine  himself  to  a  very  f<Bw  obr 
servations.     As  to  the  new  military  sy^ 
tem  bemg  productive  of  an  immediate  sup^ 
ply  for  the  arniy,  it  wa$  now  proved  thai 
it  had  not  had  that  effect ;  and  altbougl) 
the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Windham)  a)igh$ 
not  have  been  very  sanguine  as  to  the  num- 
ber that  it  might  raise,  yet  it  must  be  sup- 
posed that  the  advocates  of  the  system  die} 
expect  that  it  would  at  least  prodi^ce  somq 
increase  ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  it  ap- 
peared by  the  estimates  that  it  had  occa- 
sioned a  diminution.     In  order  to   xpakQ 
room  for  this  system,  which  had  only  pro* 
duced  5000  men  in  a  year,  we  had  repeale4 
a  former  system  which  had  produced  15,000, 
However   his   majesty's    ministers   might 
hope  that  this  measure  would  uUiniately 
be  beneficia],  he  must  ask  them,  did  not 
they  consider  that  some  supply  was  neces- 
sary for  tbe  army  in  the  present  year,  an4 
whether  any  of  their  measures  had  a  ten- 
dency to  procure  that  supply  ?  The  hon, 
secretary  at  war  had  contented   himself 
with  saying,  no  b^d  eflfect^  have  bej&n  yet 
felt  from  this  measure  ;  he  thought,  howe- 
ver,, that  he  should  have  gone  a  little  far- 
ther,  and  shewed  that  some  good  effect^ 
had  been  produced  by  it.    As  to  the  train* 
ing  bill,  it   was  a  measure  he  extremely 
wished  to  be  carried  into  effect.     If  ever 
there  was  a  moment  in  which  the  measur^ 
was  necessary,  it  was  no  less  necessary  2^% 
the  present  moment.     The  danger  was  noi 
to  be  despised  because  it  was  somewhat 
distant ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  shpulq 
take  that  opportunity  of  being  fully  prepa- 
red to  meet  it  when  it  should  come.    If  the ' 
bill  iBver  was  a  good  one,  it  ought  now  tp 
be  carried  into  effect ;  but  if,  in  the  opir 
nion  of  parliament,  it  was-  a  bad  bill,   it 
obght  to  be  repealed.     As  to  the  volun- 
teers, although  it  had  been  said  by  a  nobl^ 
lord  that  they  were  a§  numerous  no\y  ^  at 
any  foriiier  time*  yet  it  was  notorious  ih^vt 
there  was  by  no  ineans  tbe  same  ^t.t*^^^ 
ance  at  drills  and  niusters  that  there  w^y 
formerly,  and  tliat  consequently  t^e  (curce 
could  not  be  so  effective.  ^ 

$ir  Joiin  Poi/le  ipse  and  addressed  thf 
house  as  follp^s.— rSir;  I  admit  t^at  it 
would  be  much  more  convenient  tb  a^ree  \<f 
the  adjournment  proposed  by  the  Ho*^. 
men?ber  (Mr.  Rose);  though  it  certainly 
does  not  come  with  the  best  graee  from 
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frjNn  ^be  pppo^ipQi)  b^(;n],  for,  iq  thf  i^  ioi^g 

CA  kpgbO    $eforp  J  pto^rvp  ^ppA  w)>^ 
(ij^s  fallen  in  tbe  cgur^^  pf  thj^  4i8cu93ip(^i 
I  vUb,  ft^r.  >9  w?puot  fQf  wy  ^ddJ:«f^| 
yP5>  from  thi^  9idp  pt  tbe  ho^JW5,  liiflfewg 
^Q  n^aterially  a^  I  do  u|;ioj!i  thif  fp^j^ct 
from  tbe  gentlemen  vrh9  ujsu^Uy  ^it  here. 
{  b^ye  not,  in  truth,  potne  bto  their  panp 
Ip  spy  the  naj^ednes^^f  tbe  lan<) ;  Uut  fpe^ 
frpoa  tbi?  si<Je  fgr  refy^pn?,  pf  rbjapa^,  imx- 
l^r  tp  tbo?e  pf  «pme  gf  my  peigbbojiM'9.; 
b^c^se  we  9tH>aot  ^t    good    plaices  ^t 
ibe  Qiber  9ide.     [Tbi^  crej^ted  ^  general 
bpfst  o.fv  laughter  tbrp.ugbout  the  hoa^.j 
J  perfectly  cpncyr   vitb  my  bpp#  friend 
Vfhp  ^pcike  last  (sir  Janie9  FuUen^y),  that 
Tfi^  Qu^bt  to  have  an  augmented,  a  veil- 
PfgapjjecjL  jind  well-disciplinpd  army ;  that 
we  3houla  ^Uow  no  relaxation  of  our  efforts 
tppbtain  th^Mesir|tble  object;  becau^  | 
feel  tbfti  the  perils  wb'i^h  call  fox  that  army 
^re  by  no  means  abated ;  that  fiUbougb 
iJanger  is  at  :^  dist&nca,  it  19  pot  ^t  i^n  end. 
P^t  yet  i  differ  niQs^  materially  froip  my 
hpp.  friend  ^s  to  thp  n^eans  of  providing 
tbe  arroy  we  rfquUe.    I  differ  from  hijp, 
p^tigjLilarly,  as  to  bia  opinion  refypectiog 
the  Ad<jitioual  Force  act.    Tbat  act  ap- 
neas to  me  to  have  dope  alnxostev^ry  thing 
put  what  it  professed  to  b^ve  in  view.  „  When 
it  waif  active,  it  was  mischievous ;  vhen  it 
wa»  inactive  ouly,  it  was  tolerable    After 
18  oionth^  tri^l,  it  W4S  found  deJ^ctiye, 
but  then  ministers  yvere  just  going  to  mend 


b^w  by  icDliiiigoff  the  wutarasfi  oi  Us ) 
^^;  vbere^  tbe'plan  pfthe  rigbVl 
secretftry  is  xalcalate4  tQ  praduce  9  g 
regular  incopie,  witbont  laip^ng  tbA  ten 
try.    1^  appears,  from  tbe  ^t^iM^eot  pf 
UQ^  brd  (Howip)c)9  that  9^nce  it  bus 
gun  tp  iiper^te,  it  h^  product  vblqt^  m 
fprnfutpib^r  peripd,  th^  tb«  farisb 
an'd  ordipOTr.recruiiipg  put  tpg^thfr,  e) 
wiUaout  inclifcling  the  epUatipents  at  b< 

3 porters,  ajod  thf  (lesertions  considera) 
iiMinisbc4 ;  and  here  I  jfmiit  s^y*  tbat  t 
rigbt  bon.  secretary  ba^  qot  tre;iM^d 
me^spr^sp  Vi^  ^  ti^e  inea^vire  b^  tr^al 
hiD)9  by  having  lost  so  much  time  ip  Cfn 
ingjt  into  effect.     I  will  no|^  follow  tbe  n 
ble  lord  (C^stlereagb)  in  bis  iufioite  seri 
of  diver^ng  cakulaUon,  nvhich,  rapidly  a 
cumulating  in  its  progress,  yt^  to  pve 
whebu  .this  country  fvitb  tbe  exp^Qc^ 
providing  for  its  brave  Bjad  worp-put  4efe 
der^,    A  cMcul^tiop  .that  would  (}eprit 
tb^  veteraii  of  ^  chance  of  fpen^iogt  ia  cib 
reppse,  the  evening  qf  that  d#y  be  ha4  4< 
dicated  to  th^  servi.ce  of  fai^  cQiinti;,  %^ 
bring  ''  b^s  grey  h4irs  witb  aprrpn  Kci  cb 
grave."    A  calculation  wbicb  9tofiP«d  t 
visit  tb?  truckle-b^d  of  ixrfrqii|y.  i«  QM 
sea  ^ud  Kil^aitib^oi  bo9ypiitii48,    A  <^^cui« 
tioB  which  wapt^  4t>tbiR£  b4t;  jujit  44t»  ^ 
%tmi  upop ;  thereby  follawiiag  tbe  <i¥>d^ 
of  flepioostration  ^^cribed  (»y  14f .  L^llA 
to  a  certgin  cl^s^  gf  uuhappiy  f^Ofil^  wbo 
always  ref|son  right  frpni  wrpog  prbOKHpiM* 
(A  laugh.>^I  am  pejrfec^y  vUKdi  Co  pig 
every  tribate  tp  the  doqu^soceof  tbeiM>Ue 


it.    Tbis  puts  m^  in  inind  of  pne  of  pur  (lord,  aud  bis  rigbt  hpo*  bw^A.    I  cwppW 


poetry  who  was  Very  deformed,  and  vbo 
wasiq  tbe  habit  of  e}ccl^ming,  **  Go(\  ipend 
me  r'  and  baying  ppce  uttered  it  before  a 
country  clown— **  men^J  tbeeT  <l^otb 
Ho^e,  "  it  would  be  easier  to  n^ake  a  do- 
zen new  ones,  than  mend  aueb  an  illrfor- 
med  one  as  thou  art."  So  it  mf^y  be  wd  of 
this  act.  (A  l^ugb.)  The  tiogie  tbey  prppq- 
sed  fox  the  £^endmeat*  reipind^  n^e  of. tbe 
story  of  ^  cerisiip  priest'*  n«fti^»  vbo,  when 
fbupd  fault  with  for  having  omitted  tQ  do 
any  tbiog,  b^r  coQstapt  repl^  was,  ''  I  wi^ 
iustcoing  to  do  it."  Xbe  prieat,  to  try  how 
i^  sue  would  carry  ber  excuses,  ^s)^ed  ber, 
why  sbe  bad  no^  vjfasbed  bis  boolsi^  and  pj^- 
per^  ?  **  Wd,  sir,"  rep^ed  ^be,  *'  I  va^iuf t 
gpirjg  to  do,  it."  ^A  loud  laugb-i  Ip.  this 
4^ey  (tbe  lai^e  piinisters):  ^eega^  to  bave 
re^mbled  duke  Wharton's  i^pp^esi,  wbp 
never,  opeped  vbeir  ^yea  tilL  they  were 
ia  tbe  ^t  of  drg^wping.  The  {^ai^ish  bill 
was  to  i^id  tbjfe  orcUnafT  xecruiUi^;  hut  Mpi 
this  it  foUgwed  ^e  t^Qcbe|iam|p(jCV<tu4 


however,  but  deepk  laOMQ^  t)»|t  it  abai^^t 
at  such  a  moment,  i)^  fQiptajre^m  9ki|truc«> 
ting  that  unanimity  fo  fs|fi;iiti«LtP  tbf)  illr 
te^eats  of  tbe  countfj*  W  wbi^  go^UiiMi 
tbemfelves  prpfe^a  to  bav^  W  ^P^u^cb  9t 
be^rt ;  fpr,  surejy,  tbcff  n^v^jf  !P«i  >  pe» 
ripd  ip  tb«  ann^U  qI  oiar  bv^tory*  whA9 
unanimitj  ^ifi,  sp  imperip(|sly  dMian4e4.; 
for  a  nau«Q«  ua  moTf  tb^  e^hpusfi*  4iviAe4 
against  it|^U«  c^n  Ippg  U^id.  EijLt  I  am 
not  so  romaut^^  n/i  tP  i^uppoaa  ih^t  potitir 
cal  hostility  sball  |^  foi  ever  buiied  ix^^  o\^ 
livion.  I  h^  Qoif  b9pe4  ^  ^Qu)d  bavf^ 
been  aUowec)  to  «leep,  tiill  tbf^  &^U  pbjfa 
of  i\f,tiQn«l 8e!QHnt}(  wiisp^r^^ct  a^ qtmr 
pHte,  \  «m  a^iww.  fiiS  tb»t  in  sk  fi^ 
country  Ukt  tbiiH  ^.  QPip^tipo  ^  1^  wboU*' 
som^^  ^Mi  upw  QMP^t«i|;  if  «»  tbf 
gf e^^r  t^  ^^i|ti|  m  o«)WtiP9»  tb«  more 
effeipti^l  t^  ^Imki  Np"i«  *»  every.  m«» 
mM«t  ^drnit  tbe^  PWH^o^ppaMoQ  tP  posr 
ftess  gif^t,  Wmitft  H  iblW^i^  IV  %  neluraj 
corpUarjiiL  tly^  tl)a  logger  tbiiitrescmt  geor 
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ilemeir  remain  In  that  state,  the  better  for 
their  country.  (A  laugh.)  But,  to  give  therii 
greater  weight,  I  would  humbly  recom- 
mend they  should  adopt  the  words,    as 
they  have  doue  the  arguments,  of  M.  Tal. 
leyrand,  and  make  them  serve  as  a  proe- 
saium  to  their  spieeches  against  the  treasur 
ry  bench—"  nous    nc    vous    demanddns 
rien  ;"  in  plain  English,  "  we  seek  for  no 
thing  that  you  possess."    (A  laugh.)    The 
noble  lord    alluded   to  the    negoclation, 
which  I  am  the  more  surprised  at,  after  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  house,  approving  of 
the  measures  that  had  been  taken  to  up- 
i  liold  the  character  of  the  country  in  that 
transaction.    The  proposition    originated 
with  France— the  negociat'ion  commenced 
tinder  auspices  the  most  propitious.    At 
the  head  of  the  foreign  department  was 
that  minister  (Mr.  Fox)  whose  lojss  the. 
nation  so  justly  deplores — a  man  who, 
amid  the  endowments  of  a  mighty  mind, 
•  ^i^as  peculiarly  gifted  with  those  qualities 
\irhich  fitted  him  for  negociation  in  difficult 
times.    To   a  -vast,   comprehensive,   and 
cultivated   understanding,  he    joined   the 
latoit  intimate  knowledge  of  the  various 
interests  of  Europe,  a  suavity  of  manner, 
and  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  engaged  fo- 
reign miiristers  to  treat,  *  while  his  probity 
knd  known  honour  insur^  the  confidence 
of  their  masters.    Devoid  of  guile,  he  had 
nothing  equivocal  in  his  conduct-^nothing 
ambiguous  in  his  language.     He  moved 
straight  onward    to    his  objebt,  without 
turning  aside  into   the  winding  ways  of 
crooked  policy  or  left-hancjed    wisdom. 
There  was  nothing  counterfeit  in  him — 
1>is  affability  flowed  froth  the  heart — his 
liatural  greatness  required  not  the  aid  of 
^usumed  arrogance  to  give  him  consequence; 
he  was  too  great  to  be  haughty,  too  wise 
to  be  cunding.     He  was  one  of  the  few 
statesmen  who  knew  the  value  of  that 
adage,  which,  though  homely,  is  true  in 
politics  as  in  morals,  that ''  honesty  is  the 
best  policy."'    Far  he  it  from  me  to  at- 
tempt his  praise  ;  it  would  require  powers 
{igantic   as  his  own  to  do  him  justice. 
Were  be  living*  I  should  be  silent.     1  never 
teeeived  favours  at  his  hand.     I  leave  it 
t0  those  who  have,  to  treat  his  memory 
lightly.     I  speak  of -him,  as  a  man  who 
loves  his  country  must  <lo,  whilst  deplo- 
ying its  brightest  ornament.  (Hear  !  hear !) 
If  Mr.  Fox  were  ^uaKfied  for  negociation 
in  general,   circumstances  rendered   him 
peculiarly  so  for  that  withf  France*    -His 
chflracter  stood  high  on* the  continent,  as 
at  home;  and  a  farmer  acqnaintance  with 


the  prime  minister  of  France,  gave  a  faci- 
lity in  his  case,  that  would  not  have  applied 
to  other  ministers,  however^capable.  Thus 
commenced  the  negociation ;  in  its  whole 
progress,  it  was  conducted,  on  the  part  of 
England,  in  the  true  spirit  of  peace,  and 
with  a  sincerity  which  has  always'  charac- 
terized this  country.     Its  rupture  was  o«- 
casioned  by  the  duplicity  of  a  government, 
whose  fidelity  to  its  engagements  is  mea- 
sured by  no  other  standard  than  th^t  of 
its  own  immediate  interest.     If  gentlemea 
were  serious  in  their  professions  of  unani* 
mity,  here  was  a  favourable  opportunity  to 
display  it;  for  it  was  not  a  question   of 
party,  but  one  between  France  and  En-» 
gland,  to  be  tried  at  the  tribunal  of  the 
nations  of  the  world  ;  and  it  was  essential 
to    the    character  of   the    country,    that 
its  good  faith  should  stand  contrasted  to 
public   view,  with   the  chicane  and  sub- 
liity  •(  its  wily  opponent.     Whatever  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  may  prevail   in  this 
house,  upon  the  various  topics  generally 
brought  before  it,  there  are  two    points 
upon  which  I  cannot  anticipate  much  du 
versity  of  sentiment;    the  one,  the  iti- 
creased  danger  to  v^hich  this  country  is 
exposed  by  recent  events  upon  the  conti- 
nent; the  other,  the  necessity  of  meeting 
that  danger  with   the  spirit  and   energy 
befitting  a  brave  people,  determined  to  be 
free.  With  respect  to  the  danger,  I  believe 
there  are  few  sceptics  ;  but  least  of  all  cax\ 
they  be  found-  in  the  rapks  of  thosfe  who 
composed  the  late  administration ;  for  if 
the  alarm  they  spread  throughout  the  tand, 
was  then  well  founded,  in  what  a  multiplied 
ratio  is  the  danger  now  increased  ?  Qut  if 
any  man  doubt  of  the  danger,  let  him  look 
at  the  extent  of  coast  from  the  Adriatic  to 
the  Baltic  ;  the  immense  population  ;  the 
numerous  well*disciplined  and  well-com<^ 
manded  armies  ;  and  let  bim  consider,  that 
all  these  resources  are  at  the  uncontrolled 
disposal  of  that  man  who  has  sworn  upon 
his  altars  eternal  hatred  to  Britain.     But  I 
learn,  that  an  idea  prevails,  that  this  coun- 
try is  secure  as  long  as  ^he  preserves  her  su- 
periority at  sea.     No  opinion  more  iiatu<» 
ral  to  be  fornted ;  no  opinion  mor^e  dange- 
rous to  be  relied  on.    If  this  were  true, 
then  indeed  might  every  man  in  the  nation 
lay  his  head  upon  his  pillow  in  perfect  se- 
curity.    It  is  impossible  to  value  more, 
highly,  or  to  feel  more  proudly  than  I  do, 
the  brilliant  achievements  of  our  gallant 
tars.     I   know,   that  when   the    fleets  of 
Prance  are  met  by  those  of  Ertgland,  vic- 
tory's tio  Ibnger  doubtful;  and  that  the 
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only  questToD  now  asked  by  a  British.  C0in« 
maqdcr  Js^  not,  what  is .  the  force,  but, 
\vhere  is  the  enemy  ? — But  knowing  all  this, 
I. also  know  that  the  sea  is  wide,  and  that 
the  elements  are  fickle:  and  ministers 
must  be.  endowed  with  supernatural  pow«>. 
ers ;  they  must  '*  ride  in  the  whirlwind, 
and  direct  the  storm  ;"  they  must  be  able 
to  tell  the  se^,  ''  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go, 
and  no  farther ;  here  shall  thy  proud 
waves  be.  stayed/'  All  this  they  must 
do^  before  I  can  trust  the  safety  of  my 
cpuntry  merely, to  its  superiority  at  sea. 
It  is  true,  the  ports  of  the  enemy  are 
blockaded ;  and,  as  it  is  affectedly  expres- 
sed, their  fleets  ,are  hermetically  sealed  up. 
As  long  as  this  blockade  continues,  and 
the  seals  remain  unbroken,  the  country  may 
be  safe ;  but  the  same  gale  that  forces  our 
fleets  to.se^k  shelter  in  their  own  ports, 
gives  free  egress  to  those  of  the  enemy  to 
escape  from  theirs.  What  has  been»  may 
be ;  none  can  forget  that  the  expedition 
under  Hoche  was  prevented  from  landing 
in  Ireland,  solely  by  the  interposition  of  a 
pxpvideutial  l^urricane.  Nowy  as.  I  have 
not  learned  tliat..  ministers  have  laid  in  a 
stock  ofspare  hurricanes,  or  that  they  have 
entered  iujx)  any  commercial  treaty  with 
the  old  ladies  at  Lapland,  wbp  are  said  to 
trafiick  in  this  article ;  I  cannot  conclude 
the  country  safe,. merely  because  it  is  supe- 
rior at  sea.  But  in  stating  the  danger^  I 
trust  none  will  imagine  that  I  mean  to  create 
dismay  or  despondepcy,  I  know  that  if 
the  danger  is  great,  the  spirit  and  resour- 
ces of  the  nation  are  equal  to  meet  it ;  but 
I  wish  to  alarm  to  vigilance,  to  excite  to 
caution,'  and  to  rouse  into  action,  the 
energies  of  the  country,  for  the  salvation  of 
the  country.  But  above  all  things,  I  am  an- 
xious that  we  should  not  slumber  under 
thf  shade  of  false  security,  ''  lest  in  that 
sle^p  we  meet  ^eath*"— Having  shewn 
that  government  has  not  been  able  to  re- 
store the  blessings  of  peace,  and  that  the 
continuation  of  the  war  is  inevitable ;  ha- 
ving stated  the  daiiger  as  it  appears  to 
me,, and  having  pointed  out  the  fallacy  of 
relying  solely  upon  our  naval  strength, 
splendid  as  its  renown  is,  I  now  come  to  the 
other  ^rm  of  our  national  force,  so  essen- 
tial in  either  of  the  supposed  cases.  The 
excellence  of  our  present  army  is  acknow- 
ledged by  every  man  in  the  nation,  and  it 
llviss  in  the  recollection  of  the  enemies  of 
our  country:  we  are  inferior  to  the 
enemy  in  numerical  force  alone.'  But 
to  return  to  the  plan  of  the  right  hon. 
secretary.     It  has   been  remarked,  thai 


tJhts   oieasure  of  limiting .  the*  term    c 
service,  would  have  no  effect  upon  th 
minds  of  soldiers,  or  tho^e  likely  to  becom* 
so»    Now,  I  have  in   my  handy  sir,  twi 
papers  that  wiH  shew  the  futility  of  Ian  ob 
servatiou  so  opposite  to. common  reason 
The  one  is  the  return  of  a  battalion  of  re 
served  men,  in  which,  for  the  six  month; 
previous  to  the  new  measure,  147  men  en 
gaged  for  general  service,  while  354  enga- 
ged in  the  six  mouth's  sul>sequent  to  hi) 
measure.  The^ther  is  a  still  stronger  case  \ 
for  seven  months  prior  to  this  change,  onlj 
one  man,  out  of  a  battalion  of  400  men 
extended  his  services;  but  in  the  month 
when  the  right  hon.  secretary's  plan  was 
explained  to  the  battalion,  264  immedi- 
ately turned  out ;  thus  polling,  as  it  were 
by  acclamation,  for  his  measure*  (Hear! 
hear !)  These  were  good  men,  fit  to  be  sol< 
diers,  capable  of  a  military  lifei  and  not 
such  as  were  received  into  the  army,  under 
the  Parish  bill ;  for  the  recruits  obtained 
under  the  right  hon.  secretary's  measure 
are  not  only  superior  in  quantity,  but  bet- 
ter in  quality,  than  those  furnished  by  that 
notable  bill.     There  has  been  a  great  dif- 
ference in  the  desertions  also,  as  a  right 
hon.  gent,  has  observed*     But  perhaps  it 
is  not  quite  correct  to  set  down  as  desert- 
ers all  those  who  received  bounty  under 
the  Parish  bill,  and  were  never  heard  of 
more— for  such  fellows  never  joined,  or 
meant  to  join  ^ny  corps,  ,and  therefore 
could  not  strictly  be  called  deserters,  but 
robbers ;  and  1  am  not  su  re  that  it  would 
be  quite  incorrect  to  consider  those  as  ac- 
complices who  held  out  such  temptations 
to  them.    A  great  part  of  those,  whom 
this  bill  collected,  were,  in  fact,  unfit  for 
service ;    even    where  they    were  honest 
enough  to  shew   a  disposition   to  serve^ 
How  many  of  them  have  I  seen,. each  bring, 
a  wife  and  six  children!    The  old   adage 
says,  that  it  requires  ^  tailors  to  make  a 
man  ;  but  1^  of  the  fellows  I  have  alluded 
to,  would  not  make  a  soldier.    They  were 
really  ior  the  most  part  such  as  Falstaff 
would  be  ashamed  to  march  through  Co- 
ventry .     You  would  in  fact  imagine  that 
they  were  raised  by  a  general  gaol  delivery 
of  the  nation,  and  a  discharge  of  all  the  pa- 
rish workhouses.    It  waSf  in.  short,  taking 
a  heavy  load .  off  the  parishes,  and  trans- 
ferring it  to  the  army*    The  force  which 
is  entitled  to  our  confidencei  must  have  the 
habit,  the  shape^  the  character,  the  soul  of 
an  army*.  I  lay  it  down  as  a  proposition, 
incontrovertible   c^s  any  theorem   in  £u« 
clid|  that  whatever  weapon  tlie  enemy  a^- 
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ti^  jt^tt  ^wtA,  hi*  tiktkili  be"  the«  f^  eMfe  »f f IpMf,  m^'iiht^  ^  fUvf.    B^sMtl«^,  9(  }r 


Tttde  ydt)  witlt  ^  tfimied  hmA  of  t'arir^  f 
slRMld  be  cJOfitetfC  to  Aim*  fkiih  t»Hfr  tb^ 
trtdlMtf  baMid^  of  LdtttkM.    tiof  te  K^  iKIl 

tfiby,  ifillfttteif  OCT  tfM  oiM  Bartt}  b^  ftictfpt 
inMbiTfM  tftk  A^  ^^iiRrtffttty  ikuf  MtpMrned^ 
<m  fttt  erthfff  by  iht  ffd^pHSihfef/htkf^tf 
,tW»  cibiiiHiy,  he  nittrt  fie  ilftfrbf  a  rtgukfr 
dl«eipfiiw*d  afwy,  pr<?ptttMtadOnqtter'orfO' 
die.  BQ«byfh^flAKrsk)fi',  itMhoHigft  ^fw. 
tdrally  Maeiew  il  i^fcfertsttc*  to  tfie  ^tm^- 
te«f9^,  i  in>\M  hftiitrme«ni  be  utifPftMoM 
to  spetfk  Hj^tly  of  tbot  meritoflouaf  body. 
fndoMedy  aft  irtacba^'anyittao,  that  bfA-' 
Ihutf  efRiftiOii  of  nKtlotie^  spirit  and  r^ux', 
Mk^buftffonlfr  8o' nobly  itJf  tbe  hout  of 
daMgef ;  oftd*,  I  Kave  Ao*  docfbt;  that  tl!(^ 
luamibtMtioh  of  tbat  sfdrit  tftudeaA*er^  pOv^- 
er ful  !mpr«tf*iow  on  thtf  enethy'.  It  is  fitert, 
lAyorevei'i  ncotisi^tettt  vrttlSf  the  tespcwt  aitd 
x^ni  «rtiiHi  I  ahrayrerttftrlAined  fof  those 
gilfommefty  ta  expifes^  itty- dts^ppivibatiotv 
of  thedysteitt  tmdef  vrhich  they  vfrefe  ofh 
^tflly  oifetfi^iked  and  thtined.  A  gre^ 
deal  of  ttiA«ce«$at]r'  iristlruttioii'akld  inap<- 
pfopriate  di*HjrtiAe  i*«s,  at  fbe  outset,  at- 
tteit^d'  Ctt  be  contfkttimcated  to  tfaeta.  It 
did  happen*  tbitie  in  Ainericft  Co  tneet  with 
d eirtiurtstaiwjc  ftxrcu  which F d^sritedtttiiteh* 
trtefi^  rnfOfimetion  on  thia  head.  Abdtft 
TSOrecnnis  w^c  gem  otit  to  the*  reghtietit 
cf  which  I'  waa  adjutant;  I  itnrtied^telj 
proceeded  to  have  thcrti  t6itight,  ieciaiditm 
dtrtem,  eyes  to  tBc-  right,  toes  out,  &c.  Btit 
.  I  wasiiitefrupted  in*  tny  course  by  the  ma^ 
jot,  who^  was  a  vety  sensible,  mtelfigent 
man,  and  who  toH!  me;  that*'*  I  began  st 
rtie  wrong  end.'*'  I  ajjcofdingly  changed 
my  courte,  and  taught  tfiy  nlen  to  manage 
the  fifelock .  This-  was  the  majort  advice, 
who  thought  it  most  neees^ty,  pattieularly 
vAtert  thne  pressed;  ti)at  the  meti-  sbonld 
leitfn  to  flrfe  at  the  enemy,  and'thir 'proved 
to  be  W'i$c;  for  iir  three  weeto  aiffcr  they 
atrived,  these recruita'^had' to  meertlie*ene- 
my.  Now  the-^  voi^teett'  ought  to  hilve 
been  so  instructed,  forthe  inva^dtt-by'the 
enemy*  was  ahtiost  daMy  cxpecfted*alf  tHe 
teeiy  titne  tfaset  a  loiiid^  of  disdi^oe  was 
tommenced,  vrhich  they  could^  not  learn 
ftyr  tnontha,  and'  which  was-  mmeMMtiy 
.  Iveti'  if  ritey  conld;  %cy"  wouW'  be^eic** 
'  tkirniely  useful*  as  iiisadHariestO'pui<  army, 
If  the  enemy  Iftodedy  partioHtriy' from*  the 
tmtute  of  Uie  cobntry,  and  then*  loeal 
knowledge,  were  they  merriy  tnrihed  as 
light  tVoDpy;  in-  wtiich  cuse,  Ibe*  physical 
powers' of  the  individual,  and  hi8*patr^otic 


Ifae  i^aeitj*'  of  Mrdl^,  iif  #hi^fr  w«  ai^  the 
kMt  deficient  aed  l^&ich  i^  {Mdufieif/a^ 
mkM>Nf  to*  An  ihcto^ed  donnt^.    But  per- 
hiLpif  I  oeghc  tb  B^6fhifke  for  npMtltig  fl& 
tdueh  i^ikny  s^  niihta^y  telij^^et;  Si^iMai^ 
ihoi^  wfto'  a¥e  net  AriTitary,  ^|iesflir  tnost' 
kerttedly  o^^i  if .    A4Mdgh,  iA  6Aef  di^' 
ses^  rMftt  seHk*  to^khdW'  the  pracMce  aa  welf 
as  theory  of  tt  ithjt^i  befbre  tftey  venr* 
ttfreto  tfkfffee  0^06  »t»  at  least  ie  ifr  but  ilau 
tiuHl  tliat  Others  shoHlW  etiqAi^,  Whethei^ 
the/ hs^e  that  knowl6c%e,  b^ft  theh"  ad- 
vhie  i^  taken.    W^  gendHsllf  eondndc  Aet 
to'haie  soitte>fcttowledg<*6f  their  owd  prt)« 
fcSiirtvtW  thtfof^JtAsffy'doiidft'ns  df  nA.   Wd* 
dotft  deWd  ouy  watch  tb  be  tAelMied'  by*  <k* 
shoembker;  tMless;  iddeM,  we  \ffteft€i 
;Wotaee's  rufe  of  «  QWW^  s^^t  (»f  «af bf  /^ 
hot  fi'ieti  m  thet  eaMf,  hi^fbfth^  difecAbhs- 
shonW  bf  db?ei^(f,  *«  Ad  ««dr  idtHcfcpi- 
dktmr     (Hear!  hctt-!)    Bail  I  ^^  not' 
proceed  fttfther  t^pon  thtttopte  tx  i^tlB^eTit, 
fti  othef  dppotttrtmiefe  wdH*  occor  ferdi^dtfa!^ 
shig  it.    And  now  M  tttQ  implo^  gbtffl^* 
meitt€^  i^oiTecty  that  the  eyed,  nc^'oniy  df 
tfhi»»  Country;  bnt  of  Europe;  sMd  of*  tfie* 
Wbtrfe  ctv41ii*d'  WOrW/  are  ainjtiouiirv^-  Attkf 
upon  the  proceedings  of  the  B^tKlr  se^ 
nAte,  as  llie  last  ranl^ning  p^Jjyof  expiring 
liberty.    The  hdp^s*  antf  destinies*  of  Eu-^ 
rope  httng  upon  ybur  decistotisf :  thel^  lef  H 
not  be  sdid,  Iftiat  the  iihpeHtfl  pcMlhiMe^V 
forgetting  the  great  objects  of  its  d^ilfeef 
character,  shall  occupy  itsrff  «^hH*the' little 
dispute?  of  party  polidfes,  cOtttetWKng- hbW 
to  get  this  man  in\  or  to*  get  that  mad*  out? 
of  the'  governtneht,  insl^ad  of  eWpfeym^ 
all  its  energies  to  kfeipp  outthe  arcb-eneniy* 
of  alf  legitimate  govcnhnents.     We  are 
engaged  in  no  ordhiary  waribre :    we  con* 
tend  with  1I0  corftfhon  Chetoy,  unlessr,  itr- 
deed,'lhc  common' eneihy  of  maekihd.    He 
has^sWoM  vengeaneti.    Your  sins  are  of  a 
nature  he  cannot  foi^give.    You  are  loyal, 
content,   and  free;,  you  aggravate*  these 
critneS, yooiesolvetd continne^firee.    Yo\ir 
punishment  would  be  extirpation'.      He 
cornea  not  for  conquer  odly;  neither  would 
pillfligesiLtrete his  wfath.    Desolation  and 
destmction'afe  his  objects;-^the  DtitnA 
Cif*f^^heapplies'to-you.  fhees^tence 
of  all  yotr  hold  dear  is  at'stake'^roperty; 
liberty,  Itfe.    Bb  but  uinininious«*^anisH 
party  dissemions,  let  every  hand  and  heart 
be  joided  id  the  common  causev    Be  but 
vigilanrt— let  him  ad  Vance— he  wlH^  be  met 
by  free  m'en,  d^tem^iued  to  lose  tbeir  liberii- 
tibS'but  with  their  lives.    (Loud-  cries  of 
hear  t  hear!) 
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Mr,  Johns foM  contended^  tbat  the  state- 
ments made  on  a  former  evening  by  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  had  hit herlo  re- 
mained unanswered.  He  congratulated, 
however,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,' 
on  the  pew  discovery .  they  had*  tnade  re- 
specting the  merits  of  the  administration  of 
a  noble  viscount  (Sidmoutb).  After  ha- 
vings at  a  former  period,  heaped  upon  that 
noble  viscount  as  a  minister  every  term  of 
reprobation  which  their  imagination  could 
conceive,  they  had  at  length  found  out 
that  bis  administration  was  the  most  ener- 
getic of  any  for  these  three  years  past.  As 
to  the  boasted  measure  of  the  ri^ht  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  AVtndiiani)  for  recruiting  the 
army,  it  must  be  evident  that  it  had  com- 
pletely failed.  This  appeared  from  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  own  statement.  It 
could  not  be  expected  that  it  would  produce 
any  other  result.  Was  ii  by  frittering 
away  the  bounty  of  the  country  in  pen- 
nies and  twopences  that  an  army  was  to 
be  raised  ?  Was  it  not  rather  by  holding 
out  splendid  rewards,  which*,  though  only 
falling  to  the  lot  of  a  few,  were  induce- 
ments to  the  many,  that  an  army  was  to  be 
expected  to  be  created  ?  Ministers  how- 
ever, had  not  recurred  to  any  thing  of  this 
hatare,  they  had  rather  chosen  to  go  on  in 
the  old  way,  and  to  grant  promotions  only 
to  favour  and  to  connections.  What  was 
to  prevent  them  from  recruiting  from  the 
militia?  According  to  the  right  hon.  gent.'s 
plan,  the  militia  were  to  be  reduced  to 
40,000  men;  from  the  surplus  number, 
therefore,^  the  army  might  be  strongly  re- 
cruited. Yet,  notwithstanding  tlie  ease 
i»ith  which  this  mode  of  recruiting  might 
be  resorted  to,  it  had  not  been  adopted. 
Why,  the  real  reason  he  believed  to  be, 
because  mini5tcrs  were  afraid  jOf  offending 
the  mihtia  colonels.  This,  of  course,  they 
could  not.st&te  in  that  hoipse,  but  this  he 
believed  to  be  the  real  reason^  It  had 
again  been  stated  by  a  right  hon.  secretary 
of  the  treasury  this  evepirig,  that  he(Mr.  J.) 
had  pledged  himself  to  mkke  a  motion  re- 
specting the  conduct  of  ministers  relative  to 
their  professions  of  economy.  He  thought 
it  necessary  therefore  again  to  deny,  thai 
he  "had  so  pledged  himself.  At  the  same 
time,  he  conceived  that  ministers  ha^  acted 
^holiy  contrary  to  their  pi-ofessions  of  eco- 
.nomy,  and  that  ^U  they  had  done  was  to 
g^vd  salaries  to  themselves,  and  wi^th  re- 
ipect  to  salary  grs^nted  to  one  oP  them  he 
fjid  intend  to  make  it  a  subject  of  discus- 
mxm  in  that  4iouse»    Tfaa  4ion.  gent,  pro- 
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ceeded  to  enter  into*  an  Examination  of  the 
estimaites,  contending  that  there  was  nc 
proof  whatever  in  them  'of  economy,*  and 
particularly  noticing  the  item  of  contingen- 
cies,- which  was  stated  at  S^fiOOL  Upon 
another  point  also  he  wished  for  some  sa< 
tisfactory  information,  which  as,  what 
were  the  nature  of  the  daties  executed  bjj 
the  nuister-master  general  of  Ireland,  and 
why  it  was  thought  necessary  for  that  office 
to  be  executed  by  two  persons  ? 

Mr.  Ziose  expressed  his  regret  at  being 
obliged  to  detain  the  house  at  so  late  an  hour, 
but  ne  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions, in  consequence  bf  its  having  been  as- 
serted by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  ii 
these  estimates  had  beenbro^jghtforv^^ard  bj 
the  late  administration,  the  amount  would 
have  been  5  or  GOOfiOOi.  greater  than  theii 
present  amount.  Hfe  could  not  avoid, 
however,  digressing  from  this  subject,  tc 
notice  two  or  three  oth^^r  points.  He  had 
listened  to  the  panegyric  of  the  hori,  baro- 
net, sir  Jo^n  Doyle,  upon  present  and 
former  statesmen,  and  was  extremely  sur- 
prised to  hear  him  praise  ministers  foi 
their  conduct  during  the  late  negcJ^t-loni 
a  measure  which,  above  a11  others,  in  his 
opinion,  was  calculated  to  hoM  them  up  tc 
the  contempt  of  the  country.  'X^e  othei 
point  was  the  delay  in  sending  reinforce' 
ments  to  Buenos  Ayres.  Mt  was  admitted 
that  ministers  received  intelligence  of  sii 
Home  Pophara's  expedition  on  the  24th  o 
•June,  and  yet  no  reinfortements  were  sen) 
out  tiH  October.  It  had  been  a,lfeged  thu 
there  were  no  transjmrts.  \yffy  tCl*re  then 
not  ?  During  the  greater  part  "of  the  ad- 
ministration pf  bis  right  hon.1frienfi,4iow  nc 
more,  transporfs  Avere  kept  constantly  ly- 
ing at  Spithfead,  sufficient  for  three  thou- 
sand men,  with  viciuallers  ready  to  accom 
pany  them.  It  was  not  to  be  exjjeciec 
that  transports  were  t6  he  ready  for  a  stay  o 
four  or  five  years,  in  anyj)lace  to  whicl 
they  might' be  sent;  but*'certdfnjy  ^transport! 
were  at  the  disposal  of  mjni^ters,*  sutlicjen 
to  enable  the'm  to  sentf  a  ^t^ong  reiutbrce 
m'ent  to  "that  expedition.  His  right  hon 
friend  afso  constantly  took  care  tfiai  then 
'should  be  a  brigade  of  three'  or  [upri^hoi; 
sand*  men*  kept  ready  for  any ^ erne rgeocy^ 
Returning  to  the  subject  of  the  eslimattJ 
lie  found  that  the  amount  of  Chem  was  ac 
mally  475,000/.  more  than  those  of  1805 
This  was  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  asyej 
tion,  that  the  late  i^iinisters  would  hav 
made  the  estimates  higher.  With  respec 
to  the  increased  allowances  in  the  Chelbe 
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Citablith'ment,  be  would  be  ibe  last  maa  to 
object  to  an  iDcrease  of  tbe  rewards  graotr 
ed  to  tbose  who  bad  speot  great  part  of 
their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
but  be  dreaded  the  effect  of  these  increased 
allowances  in  a  peace  establisbment.  In 
the  event  of  a  peace,  probably  50,000  men 
would  be  discharged,  and,  adding  the  in* 
creased  allowances,  an  additional  expence 
would  arxrue  of  6  or  700,000/. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  thought  the  measure  of 
the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Windham)  for 
recruiting  the  army,  deserved  the  highest 

E raise  as  a  general  and  permanent  system, 
ut  he  doubted  its  effect  in  providing  for 
immediate  defence.  He  approved  highly 
of  convertbg  the  service  for  life  into  a 
service  for  years.  He  approved  also  of  the 
training  bill,  as  tending  to  diffuse  a  mili- 
tary spirit  throughout  the  country,  but  at 
the  same  time  he  thought  it  was  calculated 
to  do  any  thing  rather  than  provide  for  im- 
mediate defence.  The  right  hon.  gent,  had 
on  former  occasions  given  them  the  tone 
in  calling  for  measures  calculated  to  pro- 
cure an  immediate  supply  for  the  army, 
and  he  must  allow  them  to  give  him  the 
tone  again,  in  calling  for  measures  of  a  si- 
inilar  nature.  Much  time  was  necessarily 
lost  in  preparing  great  measures,  and  in 
carrying  them  into  execution,  and  he  felt 
anxious  for  some  measure  that  should  in 
the  mean  wh'tle  meet  the  immediate  exi- 
gencies of  the  country. 

Mr.  Jacob  made  a  few  observations  rela^. 
live  to  the  capture  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
Among  other  things,  he  stated  that  a  most 
Hble  and  intelligent  officer,  a  gentleman 
who  bad  been  particularly  noticed  in  the 
dispatches  from  that  place,  had  informed 
him  that  nothing  but  the  great  prompti- 
tude of  general  Beresford,  prevented  the 
army  from  laying  down  their  arms ;  and 
that,  if  it  were  not  that  the  most  active 
and  spirited  exertions  were  made  by  that 
officer,  if  they  were  delayed  for  the  space 
df  two  or  three  hours,  the  whole  army 
xiiuif imir^inet «ith inevitable  destruction. 
Ao  aCtqunt  of  the  recapture  of  that  place 
liad  been  put  Into  bis  hands  since  he  had 
come  into  tb^  liouse  ;  but  from  a  compa- 
rison of  the  date  of  that  communication, 
and  the  place  it  came  from,  with  the  date 
of  the  original  capture,  and  the  situation 
of  the  city  itself,  be  Xoatid  that  it  was  im- 
]possible  that  the  fact  could  then  have  ta* 
Iten  place,  and  therefore  could  not  suppose 
from  that  authority,  that  it  had  taken  place 
at  all.    To  have  carried  the  intelligence 


from  tbe  one  place  to  the  other  at  that  tme, 
the  bearer  must,  without  tbe  convenience 
of  stage  coaches,  have  travelled  between  3 
and  4000  miles  in  the  course  of  73  days, 
and  that  over  roads  considerably  worse 
than  those  of  the  Alps,  or  tbe  very  worst 
parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe. 

Lord  H.  Tttitf  corrected  some  appre- 
hensions which  appeared  to  have  prevailed 
among  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  house.  It  was  tUted,  that  the  number 
of  men  raised  according  to  the  papers  on 
the  table,  did  not  equal  the  amount  of 
what  his  right  hon.  friends  had  stated  in 
their  speeches.    It  was  to  be  recollected, 
however',  the  papers  began  the  account 
from  tbe  month  of  March  last,  and,  of 
course,  they  did  oer contain  a  year's  ffpturn. 
Now,  if  gentlemen  would  have  the  good- 
ness to  wait  until  the  month  of  March 
next,  be  was  confident,  from  the  result  of 
the  most  minute  enquiries  which  he  had 
made  in  the  best  informed  quarters,  that 
by  that  time   the  numbers  would  even 
exceed  those  stated  in  the  estimate  of  his 
right  hon.  friends ;  the  house  had  also  the 
testimony  of  a  gallant  officer  near  him 
(general  Doyle),  that  the  measure  of  the 
right  hon.  secretary  was  already  the  means 
of  adding  to  the  consideration  and  character 
of  our  army ;  then,  when  he  considered 
that  it  was  thought  by  the  nobte^lord  (Cas- 
tlereagh)  and  the  other  gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  house,  to  be  a  most 
grievous  piece  of  expence«  that  some  tri- 
fling addition  should  be  given  to  tbe  sol- 
dier who  was  disabled  in  the  service  of  his 
country;  when  he  reflected  on  this,  he 
could  not  say  that  he  envied  tbe  feelings 
of  those  noble  and  honourable  members. 
Oh  miserable  thought  to  their  minds,  if 
some  happy  man  should,  after  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duty  to  bis  king  and  coun- 
try, enjoy  perhaps  some  ^0/.  a  year  i  For 
his  own  part,  he  was  anxious   to  reform 
abuses  and  diminish  expences  where  the 
practices  were  known  to  be  corrupt  or  the 
establishments    useless;     and   he    would 
challenge  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  to  contradict  him  when  be  sts^ed  to 
the  houscy  that  in  the  staff  at  home^  there 
had  been,  within  the  last  year,  a  saving  of 
43,000/.  and  in  the  barrack  department, 
notwithstanding  there  had  been  last  year  a 
retrenchment  to  tbe  amount  of  50a/)f)0/. 
there  was  in  this  year  a  further  saving  of 
50,0001.  and  in  the  commissariat  depart- 
ment there  were  nine  places  less  than  iti 
l^e  preceding  year.     But  to  give  grud* 
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giagly  to  the wont'-out  veteran  was  a  thought 
which  he  could  not  bear ;  and  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  his  right  hon.  friend   (Mr. 
Windham)  was  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
the  country  for  the  act,  not  of  generosity, 
butof  humanity  «nd  justice,  he  must  call 
it,  which  he  had  done  in  their  name  to  a 
most  deserving  set  of  men.    Th«  volun- 
teer corps  had  been  mentioned   on   the 
other  hand,  with  a  view  of  reflecting  on 
ministers  for  having  made  a  saving  in  the 
expence  of  that  establishment ;  but,  to  the 
volunteers,  he  would  give  the  credit  that 
belonged  to  tliem,  and  say  he  knew  that 
they  were  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  mer- 
cenary body ;  he  was  well  convinced  that 
they  would  not  look  with  a   magnifying 
glass  at  every  little  saving  that  was  made 
in  the  public  expence  attendant  on  their 
establishment.    When  he  looked  at  the  to- 
tal of  the  estimates,  and  heard  gentlemen 
opposite  say,  **  Oh,  but  if  you  had  let  us 
stay  in  another  year,  you  should  have  seen 
what  vast  savings  we  should  have  made !" 
it  reminded  him  of  what  was  said  of  a  man, 
who  wished  to  become  celebrated  for  a  wit : 
That  his  wit  was  very  good,  but  that  it) 
was  all  borrowed  from  yesterday ;  in  speak-  ! 
ing  of  those  gentlemen,  he  must  reversethis 
observation,  and  say  that  all  their  clever- 
ness was  borrowed  from  to-morrow, — After 
some  further  observations,  the  resolutions 
were  read  a  second  time  and  agreed  to. 


KOVSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Monday^  January  26. 

[Oai^  Bark  BitL.]  On  the  motion  of 
lord  Temple,  that  the  Oak  Bark  bill  be 
read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  W.  Herbert  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
oppose  any  measure  proposed  by  his  no- 
ble friend,  but  could  not  agree  to  the  bill 
in  its  present  form.  If  the  act  of  James  1. 
was  to  be  revised,  he  thought  that  all  the 
penalties  imposed  by  that  statute  should 
be  repealed.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  an 
act  oi  injustice  to  repeal  the  clause  that 
was  the  object  of  this  bill,  and  to  leave  the 
rest  of  the  penalties  imposed  by  that  mea- 
sure in  force.  The  repeal  of  the  whole 
act  was  necessary  to  the  comfort  of  the 
different  ciasses  of  tradesmen,  whose  in- 
terests were  concerned,  and  it  would  not 
be  prejudicial  to  the  public.  He  begged 
to  suggest  to  his  noble  friend  the  propriety 
of  putting  off  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
and  of  appointing  in  the  mean  time  a  ( om- 
mittee  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  the 
revision,  or  repeal  of  the  whote  act. 


Mr.  WUherforce^  from  the  letters  which 
he  had  received  from  different  parts  of  the 
country,  could  state,  that  the  measure 
before  the'house,  was  one  which  had  ex* 
cited  a  considerable  «nd  lively  sensation 
in  the  country.  He  agreed  in  the  sugges* 
tion  that  had  been  so  ably  urged  by  the 
hon*  gent.,  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  of  the  act,  before  which 
all  the  parties  interested  might  be  fully 
heard. 

Lord  Temple  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
just  to  acquit  himself  of  the  charge  of  pre* 
cipitation  in  bringing  forward  this  measure. 
The  clause  of  the  act  which  it  was  de« 
signed  to  repeal,  had  lain  dormant,  and  had 
never  been  acted  upon,  till,  in  the  course 
of  last  sessions,  prosecutions  bad  been  in- 
stituted for  the  receiving  of  penalties  in- 
curred under  it.  He  had  thought  it  ne- 
cessary in  that  instance  to  bring  forward 
a  bill  to  suspend  these  prosecutions,  and 
had  then  given  notice  of  his  intention  to 
produce  the  present  measure  to  the  bouse 
early  in  this  session.  Butf  whatever  his 
I  feelipg  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure 
might  be,  he  was  alive  to  the  para- 
mount necessity  of  procuring  every  pos- 
sible help  to  enable  the  bouse  to  judge 
upon  the  question,  and  was  therefore  rea-^ 
dy,  with  the  permission  of  the  house,  to 
put  off  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  to 
this  day  fortnight,  under  an  understandings* 
that  if  the  committee  should  not  report  in 
the  intermediate  time,  the  second  readmg 
should  then  be  deferred  to  a  more  distant 
day. 

Mr.  Hose  thought  that  the  committee 
could  not  report  in  a  fortnight,  nor,  possibly, 
in  two  months.  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  repeal  ought  to  extend  to  a  great  part 
of  the  act  of  James,  though  not  to  the 
whole  of  its  provisions. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  it  would  be  a  great 
hardsliip  to  tanners,  if  this  clause  were  to 
be  repealed,  whilst  the  penalties  under  the 
other  provisions  of  the  act  were  to  be  con* 
tinned.  As  the  suspension  act  of  last 
session  was  to  be  in  force  only  till  40  days 
after  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  he  submitted  to  his  noble  friend 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  that  the  bill 
should  go  into  a  committee  in  order  to 
prevent  the  renewal  of  the  prosecutions  on 
the  expiration  of  the  suspension  bill. 

Mr.  Carry  highly  approved  of  the  propo* 
sal  of  the  noble  lord  to  put  off  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  only  from  time  to  timer 
and  not  for  any  long  period  at  once.     Ua 
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was  of  opinimi,  that  tbe  xommtUre  migbt 
xeport  in  a  sliort  apace  of  time. 
.^  Mr,  Wh'dhread  oh%^ne6y  that  tbe  mea- 
&ure  had  excited  great  interest  in  tbe  coun- 
try, and  tbe  manner  in  wbicb  his  nobJe 
friend  bad  conducted  bimselt'  with  respect 
to  it,  would  prove  satisfactory  to  tbe  coun- 
try^ He  thought  that  tbe  committee  would 
be  able  to  report  in  a  short  time,  because 
tbe  whole  of  the  clauses  of  the  old  act 
were  inapplicable  to  tbe  present  time  ;  and 
Vested  that  tbe  second  reading  would  not 
be  deferred  for  any  considerable  time. 

Mr.  Gratlan  was  happy  to  find  that  tbe 
particular  clause  in  the  act  of  James  was 
to  be  repealed.  When  the  present  bill  bad 
been  brought  forward,  it  bad  excited  great 
alarm  amongst  tbe  tanners  of  Dublin,  who 
bad  done  him  the  honour  to  send  a  depu- 
tation to  him  on  the  subject.  If  this  par- 
ticular clause  were  not  to  be  repealed,  ii 
yrould  be  necessary  to  have  some  Irish  tan- 
ners examined  before  the  committee,  wliich 
would  require  time. — ^The  second  reading 
of  tbe  bill  was  put  off  to  Monday  se'n- 
Bight.  ^ 

»..[Condik:t  of  Lord  Wexlesley.]  Lord 
fo/Ae^/oiifyin  submitting  the  motion  of  which 
be  bad  given  notice  to  the  hou&e,  begged 
to  state  tbe  reasons  upon  which  be  founded 
l^iat  motion.  Certain  proceedings  .  had 
l}een  instituted  in  the  last  parliament, 
founded  on  papers  that  had  been  laid  be- 
fore the  house,  preparatory  to  the  impeach- 
ment of  marquis  Wellesley  ;  which  pro- 
ceedings had  fallen  to  the  ground  by  the 
dissolution  of  parliament.  The  gentleman 
who  had  ■*  instituted  these  proceedings, 
was  not  at  present  a  meml:>er,  though  he 
was  a  petitioner  to  that  house,  with  confi 
dent  hopes  of  being  seated  in  it.  The  ob- 
ject of  his  motion  was,  that  tbe  papers  re 
Idling  to  the  Oude  Charge  should  be  re- 
priuted^  ahd  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
bouse  as  early  as  possible,  as  considerable 
delay  bad  taken  place  last  session  on  thi& 
bead.  This. would  be  a  convenience  to  ail 
pfirtieS...  ^Wbt^n  sufficient  time  should  be 
allowed  for  tbe  consideration  of  the  papers, 
after  they  sfhoiuld  be  on  the  table,  if  the 
gentlemam  who  had  originally  brought  the 
subject  before  the  house,  should  not  be  a. 
member,  he  should  ceruinly^bring  forward 
ttooi  business  himself.  He  thought  it  right, 
however,  to  state,  that.be  did  not  mean  to 
piish  the  question  to  an  impeachment 
Hetierving  himself  to  reply  to  any  objec- 
tiohs  thai  should  be  made  to  bis  motion, 
heit&oved>  '^That  tbe^pers  laid  before  the 


bouse  in  tbe  last  session  of  tbe  last  parliar 
ment  numbered  3,  with  its  six  supplements^ 
and  also  tbe  papers  numbered  4  and  5,  be 
re-printed  for  iUe  use  cf  the  house.'* 

Lord  Him'ick  said,  that  as  he  now 
clearly  understood  that  the  noble  lora 
moved  for  tbe  papers,  for  the  purpose  oi 
grounding  some  motion  wbicb  he  intended! 
to  bring  before  the  bouse  with  all  conve- 
nient expedition,  He  could  have  no  objec- 
tion to  tbe  motion.  It  must  be  the  desire 
of  the  house  that  the  noble  lord  should 
persevere  in  the  business  he  bad  underta- 
ken. He  should,  however,  be  glad  that 
tbe  noble  lord  would  give  the  house  some 
general  idea  of  tbe  line  be  meant  to  pursue 
upon  the  documents  for  which  be  moved, 
and  inform  tbe  house  whether  he  meant  to 
bring  forward  any  motion  on  the  Mahratt^' 
and  Carnatic  papers  ? 

Lord  Folkestone  thought  it  hardly  fair  to 
expect  that  he  should,  in  this  early  stage 
of  his  proceeding,  be  called  upon  to  state 
precisely  the  course  which  he  might  deem 
it  adviteable  to  pursue.  But  yet  he  was 
willing  to  give  all  the  information  in  Lii^ 
power,  wishing  it  however  to  be  under- 
stood, that  he  would  not  hold  himself  bound 
by  what  he  might  now  say.  His  purpose 
was,  as  far  as  his  mind  was  made  up,  to 
move  a  resolution  or  resolutions,  expres- 
sive of  the  opinion  of  the  house  as  to  the 
conduct  of  lord  Wellesley  relative  to  tbe 
nabob  of  Oude ;  but  without  moving  for 
any  impeachment  or  criminal  proceeding. 
With  respect  to  the  other  charges  against 
that  noble  lord,  he  felt  a  didiculty  in  an- 
swering the  question  of  the  noble  secretary 
of  state,  because  he  had  devoted  much, 
less  of  his  attention  to  them  than  to  that 
to  which  his  motion  referred.  As  to  the 
charge  which  related  to  the  Carnatic,  a 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Sheridan)  stood 
pledged  to  support  it,  if  taken  up  by  any 
other  person ;.  and  the  opportunity  of  re- 
deeming his  pledge  would,  he  rather 
thought,  be  afforded  him.  Upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Mahratta  papers,  he  was  disposed 
to  think  that  they  unfolded  some  transac- 
tions which  would  form  good  ground  for  |L 
charge.  But  upon  this  ppint  he  had  form* 
ed  no  resolution,  nor  would  he  at  4)resent 
pledge  himself  to  any  other  than  the  Oude 
charge. 

*  Sir  John  Anstrutker  thought  it  would  be 
extrea)ely  satisfactory  to  the  house,  if  the 
noble  lord  could  answer  more  decidedly  as 
to  tbe  course  he  meant  to  pursue,  should 
the  papers  be  jrlioted  ^  he  also  wished  to 

I        ■    .  ■  ^      . 
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Know,  how  soon  lie  proposed  to  inak«  tbe  • 
ipotion  that  was  to  be  grounded  ou  the  pro- 
duction of  these  papers. 

Lord  Foflcestotte  found  his  diflfipulty  >n- 
cteased  instead  of  diminished,  by  his  ..rea- 
diness to  give  the  noble  lord  every  expla- 
i^atiOD  that  was  in  his  power  upon  the  sub- 
ject. All  that  he  u:ould  pledge  himsejf  to 
was  the  Gude  charge,  and, .  he  supposed , 
that,  about  a  momh  or  5  weeks  aftet  the 
{printing  of  the  papers  he  should  be  readv 
Xo  make  his  motion.  The  Mahratta  and 
Carnatic  quebtipus  floated  at  presjt^nt  but 
loosely  in  his  mind,  and  he.  was  not 
prepared  Xo  say  how  he  should  act  upon 
them. 

Sir  John  Amfruther  declared  himself  to 
be  perfectly  satisfied  with  this  explanation, 
and  allowed  that  the  noble  lord  had  an- 
swered with  great  fairness  and  candour 
every  thing  which  could  be  expected  for 
him  to  answer. 

Mr.  IVkitshed  Keene  considered,  that  it 
was  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  house 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session 
should  not  now  be  dropped. 

Mr.  Bankes  wished  for  some  further  ex- 
planation. He  considered  the  noble  lord 
as  acting.as  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Paull.  W 
that  gentleman  should  succeed  in  his  peti- 
tion, (how  probable  or  desireabje  such  an 
«vent  would  be  he  should  not  say),  then 
the  impeachment  was  npt  to  go  on  ;  should. 
he  fail,  then  there  were  only  to  be  resolu- 
tions of  the  house.  He  should  always  dis-^ 
approve  of  impeachments  fpr  Indian  of- 
fences, seeing  that  there  was  a  competent 
Jurisdiction  appointed  to  try  thenv  by  the 
act  of  1784. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  the  ixiotioQ  had 
his  approbation^  and  he  hoped  that  the 
noble  htrd  would  not  consider  his  having 
declined  to  notice  the  allusion  which  he 
had  thQught  proper  to  make  to  him  a6  the 
effect  of  any  disrespectful  inattention.  The 
'  noble  lord,  in  announcing,  hie  conditional 
notice,  had  expressed  his  hopes,  that  the 
original  mover  of  these  papers  would  suc- 
ceed in  hi&  petition.  .  [.*'  No/'  ^aid  lord 
J'olkestone,  '^  I  stated  that  sudi  was  the 
hope  of  Mr.  Paull."]  Oh!  that. Mr. 
Paull  had  such  hopes,'  (continued  Mr.  She<» 
ridan^)  was  extremely  probable.  He  wlis, 
no  doubt,  a  very  active  canvass^  and  a 
•anguine  politician;  but  he  must  excuse 
him,  (Mr.  S.),  if  he  declined  to  sympathize 
ill  his  hopes.  But,  a(^  to  the  noble  lord  j  he 
announced  his  resolution  to  pnrsu^  a  dif- 
lerept  coufse  from  th^t  foUtitwed.  by  hi& 


bon*  friend  Mr.  Ptfull.     Then,  cf  * 
he  disapproved  of  his  hon.  friend's  m 
proceeding. .    It  was  rather  surprisii 
the  aoble  lord  did  not,  in  the  course 
last,  or  preceding  sessions,  advise  hit 
friend  to  abandon  that  mode.     It  wi 
quite  so  friendly  not  to  have  given  1 
hint.    But,  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  pi 
to  which  the  noble  lord  had  alluded 
that  noble  lord  had'been  present,  he  w 
have  heard  him  two  or  three  times,  ( 
distinctly  to  the  house,  the  reasons  wl 
had  produced  the  delay  he  complained 
and  also  the  grounds  upon  which  he  i 
brought  forward  this  question..    He,  hi 
ever,  utterly  denied  that  he  had  c«er  i 
feited  the  slightest  pledge  on  this  busine 
Be  defied  any  man  even  to  catch  h 
tripping.      All  that  he  ever  said»  and  t 
grounds  upon  which  he  had  actod,  he  w. 
ready  to  repeat  again  and  again,  and  upc 
that  repetition  he  would  confidently  ret 
for  the  justification  of  his  conduct.     When 
ever  that  conduct  was  fairly  representet 
and  clearly  understood,  he  would  have  nc 
fear  of  censure.     He    was  now  prepated 
to  declare,  that  if  any  other  person,  who^ 
ever  that  persoti  might  be,  should  bring 
forward  the  Carnatic  question,  be  would 
most  distinctly  pledge  himself  to  give  that 
person  his  most  xealous,  active  and  cordiiit 
assistanee  ;*and  to  exert  as  much  of  hitf 
humble  ability  in  support  of  the  inoiiony 
as  if  it  liad  been  actually  brought  forward 
by  himself. 
♦  Lord  Folkestone  replied,  that  he  would 
not  enter  into  a  controversy  with  the  right 
hon.  g^nt.  upon  the  subject  of  his  former 
pledges.     Bat  he  recollected   very  accu* 
rately  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  did  pro* 
mise  to  briiig  this  question  of  the  Carnatic 
before  the  liousct     As  to  the  grounds  up^ 
on  which  he  had  been  induced  to  abandon 
that  question,  he  really  was  not  apprited 
of  them.     He  had  heard  something  of  the 
right  hon.  gent.'s  unwillingness  to  ezcit» 
unpleasant  sensations  among  his  colleague* 
in  office—- that  is,  in  plain  English,  that  he 
wak  not  willing  to  lose  his  place.     The  no* 
ble  lord  was,  however;  glad  to  heal:  tfa* 
right  hon.  gent.'s  fresh  pledge  this  even<w 
ing :  fos  h»  strenuous  and  sincere  assist* 
ance,  wherevcfr  he  would  be  stretwons  and- 
.sincere,  would,  no  doubt,  be  a  most  im*' 
poitant  acquisition  indeedi      The   noble 
lord   repelled  the  idesr,  that  he  was  the' 
isubstiftut^  of  Mr.  Paull  ot  of  any  man. 
!Hb  wasr  actuated  solely  by  a  sense  of  duty» 
land  even  the  frii?nds  of  lord  Welleslej 
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ought  to  be  obliged  to  him  for  the  course 
be  was  about  to  take,  as  it  would  afibrd 
them  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  his 
character,  as  well  as  the  character  of  the 
country,  which  was  stained  by  the  acts 
imputed  to  him.  If  these  imputations 
sliould  prove  to  be  unjust,  he  declared  that 
he  should  feel  the  highest  satisfaction,  for 
be  had  no  personal  prejudice  whatever 
against  lord  Wellesley.  As  to  the  course 
be  meant  to  pursue,  it  would  be  open  to 
a&y  other  member  to  propose  a  different 
one,  if  be  thought  proper,  and  this  course 
would  not  at  all  interfere  with  those  who 
wished  to  go  the  length  of  impeachment. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  again,  and  observed 
with  some  warmth,  that  no  doubt  the  noble 
lord  wished  to  have  his  public  conduct  as- 
cribed to  proper  motives,  and  if  he  expec- 
ted to  have  credit  given  him  for  such  mo- 
tivesj  he  should  not  be  so  forward  to  impute 
improper  motives  to  others.  With  regard  to 
the  motive  which  the  noble  lord  bad  thought 
proper  to  attribute  to  him,  he  would  ask 
that  noble  lord  to  state  in  uhat  part  of  his 
public  conduct  he  had  ever  seen  any  thing 
to  justify  the  imputation  he  had  attempted 
to  fix  upoii  him,  to  shew  that  he  would  be 
induced  to  abandon  his  principles  to  a  love 
^f  place;  or  to  sustain  against  him  any 
charge  of  inconsistency.  If  the  noble  lord 
kad  had  a  correct  recollection  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  house,  the  noble  lord 
would  have  known  that  he  did,  two  years 
before  the  present  ministry  came  into  place, 
Itate  the  grounds  upon  which  he  was  indu- 
ced to  decline  bringing  forward  the  Carna 
tic  question,  at  the  same  time,  pledging 
lumself  to  support  any  person  who  should 
bring  it  forward. 

.  Mr.  IVhithread  said,  he  thought  the  noble 
lord  entitled  to  his  thanks,  and  aiso  to  the 
thanks  of  the  friends  of  marquis  Wellesley, 
and  that  they  must  be  satisfied  with  the  \ery 
candid  manner  in  which  he  had  brought  for- 
ward the  present  motion.  Hecouldnot,  how- 
ever, agree  in  opinion  with  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Bdflkes),  that  any  question  of  this 
kind  should  be  referred  to  the  board  of  In- 
dian Judicature,  for  he  thought  it  beyond 
the  power  of  any  individual  to  bring  any 
delinquent  to  punishment  before  it.  He 
was,  therefore,  glad  the  noble  lord  had 
brought  fcjrward  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  Welksky  Pole  thanked  the  noble 
loiti  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
brought  forward  the  business,  and  for  the 
civility  with  which  he  had  treated  his  noble 
relative.    The  dignity  of  parliament  re- 


quired, that  this  business  should  not  lie 
dormant.  Parliament,  however,  had  taken 
no  proceedings  on  this  charge,  although  it 
bad  been  circulated  with  much  industry 
throughout  the  country.  It  was  equally 
desirable  for  the  house  and  his  noble  rela* 
tion,  that  the  business  should  be  proceeded 
with.  He  had  given  notice  of  his  inten* 
tion,  as  soon  as  the  noble  lord's  motion 
should-  be  disposed  of,  to  move  for  the  re- 
maining documents,  in  order  that  the 
whole  case  might  be  before  the  house. 
Every  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  marquis 
Wellesley,  had  always  had  his  hear^  con- 
currence, and  he  was  anxious  that  evtrj 
paper  which  his  majesty's  ministers  could 
produce,  consistently  with  the  public  in- 
terest, should  belaid  before  the  house;  but 
in  saying  this,  he  did  not  presume  to  judge 
what  might  be  the  decision  of  the  house. 
As  to  the  Carnatic  question,  he  wished  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Sheridan) » 
what  preference  he  meant  to  give  his  noble 
relation,  because,  on  a  former  occasion,  al- 
luding to  this  question,  that  right  hon.  gent, 
had  stated,  that  the  Madras  government 
was  criminal,  the  board  of  controul  crimi- 
nal, and  above  all,  the  court  of  directors 
were  highly  criminal. 

Mr.  Sheridan^  in  explanation,  said,  the 
hon.  gent,  had  stated  his  expressions 
very  correctly.  When  he  had  first  given 
notice  of  a  motion  tending  to  criminate 
the  Madras  government,  and  lord  Welles- 
ley by  implication,  an  hon.  gent,  had  mo- 
ved for  an  immense  volume  of  papers,  by 
way  of  vindication^  the  effect  of  which 
was,  to  prove  lord  Wellesley  infinitely 
more  culpable  than  he  had  thought,  the 
board  of  controul  more  culpable  than  lord 
Wellesley,  and  the  court  of  directors  more 
culpable  than  all.  He  had  said,  that  the 
transaction  involved  great  criminality  in 
the  Madras  government,  and  particularly 
lord  Clive  ;  in  the  Bengal  government,  and 
lord  Wellesley  as  the  head  of  that  govern- 
ment, in  the  board  of  controul,  and  above 
all,  in  the  court  of  directors.  It  was^ 
therefore,  very  true,  that  if  the  Madras 
government  was  not  guilty  in  good  com* 
pany,  at  least  it  was  guilty  in  very  power- 
ful company. 

Mr.  R.  TkamtoH  said,  be  had  never  been  of 
opinion  that  the  criminality  that  might  be 
found  to  attach  to  lord  Wellesley's  conduct 
would  amount  to  sufficient  ground  for  im- 
peachment. But  he  thought  it  necessary, 
for  the  honour  of  the  country,  that  the  no- 
ble lord's  conduct  should  be  enquired  into; 
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aod  the  enquiry  having  been  once  institu« 
ted,  be  thougbt  it  for  tbe  dignity  of  tbe 
bouse  tbat  it  should  not  be  suffered  to  fall 
to  the  ground.  '  He  thought  the  noble  lord 
intitled  to  thanks  for  coming  forward  with 
this  motion.  With  regard  to  the  Carnatic 
question,  he  was  glad  it  was  to  be  brought 
forward,  in  order  to  shew  that  the  directors 
were  not' the  most  criminal  of  all ;  to  shew 
that  they  had  borne  up  manfully  against 
the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter,  and 
bad  done  their  duty  in  spite  of  all  opposi- 
tion.—-The  papers  were  then  ordered  to  be 
re-printed.  On  the  motion,  of  Mr.  W. 
Pole,  a  similar  order  was  made  with  re- 
spect to  tbe  other  papers  connected  with 
the  Oude  .charge. 


HOUSK  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday y  January/  27* 

[Minutes.]  Lord  H.  Petty  gave  no- 
tice, that  he  meant  on  Thursday  next,  to 
submit  certain  Resolutions  relating  to  the 
Finances  of  the  country ;  and  as  he  meant 
to  move  these  resolutions  in  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house  in  the  most  formal 
manner,  he  should  take  the  liberty  of  mo- 
ving now,  that  tbe  house  should  resolve  it- 
self into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house 
on  that  day,  to  consider  of  the  Finances  of 
the  country.  Ordered  that  tbe  house  should, 
on  Thursday,  resolve  itself  into  the  said 
committee.— -On  the  motion  of  Mr.  John- 
stone, it  was  ordered,  that  there  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house  accounts  of  all  pensions, 
granted  by  the  crown  in  Great  Britain  from 
the  1st  of  April,  1805,  to  the  17th  of  Jan. 
1807  ;  also  accounts  of  all  new  offices  cre- 
ated, and  all  salaries  increased  by  fees  or 
otherwise,  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  same 
period.  Similar  accounts  were  ordered  for 
Ireland. — Mr.  White  presented  at  the  bar 
the  following  list  of  members  appointed  to 
try  the  merits  of  the  petition  complaining  of 
an  undue  election  for  the  borough  of  Thet* 
ibrd:  P.  Grenfell,  C.  O'Hara,  R.  Fergu- 
son,  hon.  W.  H.  Lyttleton,  sir  R.  Wil- 
Tiams,  G.  Anson,  J.  Hewitt,  G.  Hibbert, 
lord  Primrose,  John  Fane,  A.  Shakespeare, 
hon.  C.L.Dundas,lord  Headley;  nominees, 
S.  Whitbread,  R.  Fellowes.— -On  the  mo- 
tion of  .Mr«  Herbert,  a  committee  was  ap< 
pointed  to  eiiquire  into  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  James  I.  relating  to  the  tanning 
trade,  and  to  report  their  opinions  upon 
them  to  the  house.  The  petitions  on  this  sub- 
ject were  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

[Scotch  Clergy  Bill.}  The  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland  moved  the  second 


reading  of  the  bill,  for  suspending,  for  i 
time  to  be  limited,  tbe  powers  granted  t( 
the  lords  of  council  and  session  in  Scot 
land  by  an  act  of  the  parliament  of  Scot' 
land,  made  in  the  4th  session  of  tbe  firs 
parliament  of  queen  Anne,  intituled 
*'  Act  anent  Plantation  of  Kirks  and  V& 
luation  of  Teinds,"  so  far  as  relates  to  th< 
granting  augmentations  of  the  stipends  o 
the  clergy  in  Scotland  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Tr.  Dundas  expressed  his  appro 
bation  of  the  present  bill.  Tbe  frequency 
of  the  augmentations  of  stipends  for  thes< 
many  years  past  rendered  such  a  measun 
highly  necessary;  but  more  particularly 
so  at  present,  because  since  the  lotimaCioi 
was  lately  given  in  the  other  house  of  par 
liament  of  a  change  being  in  contemplaiioi 
in  the  courts  of  Justice  in  Scotland,  a  raci 
had  been  run  by  tbe  clergy  of  that  countri 
for  augmentations  of  their  stipends.  In  tb 
parish  in  which  he  had  some  connection 
the  clergyman  had  applied  for  a  new  aug 
mentation  within  a  few  months  after  ha>vin^ 
received  a  very  large  addition  to  bis  forme 
stipend. 

Mr.  Perceval  observed,  that  if  this  wa 
the  true  state  of  the  case,  it  formed  an  ar 
gument  not  only  for  this  b'll  to  suspend  tb 
powers  of  the  court  of  session,  but  also  fo 
the  proposed  regulations ;  for  if  that  cour 
exercised  its  power  of  granting  augments 
tions  bUndly  and  without  consideration,  i 
was  a  good  reason  why  it  should  be  d( 
prived  of  it.  And  if  the  clergy  shewe< 
such  improper  greediness,  certainly  the 
ought  to  be  restrained.  He  was  sorr} 
however,  to  hear  this  character  of  theoi 
for  he  had  before  understood  that  th 
clergy  of  Scotland  were  a  most  respectabl 
body  of  men,  against  whom  there  was  les 
ground  of  reproach  than  almost  any  othe 
class  whatever.  The  house  was  not  in  ; 
situation,  however,  to  decide  upon  thes 
points,  and  therefore  this  could  not  be  an; 
argument  in  favour  of  the  bill  at  present 
But,  in  addition  to  this,  it  would  be  har 
to  stop  suits  already  commenced,  and  thert 
fore  if  there  were  a  great  many  suits  of  thi 
sort  pending,  this  was  rather  an  argumen 
for  not  suspending  the  powers  of  the  coui 
ofsession. 

Mr.  fF.  Dundas  denied  his  having  ex 
pressed  any  distrust  of  the  court  of  session 
or  having  said  any  thing  disrespectful  i 
the  clergy  of  Scotland.  What  he  said  wai 
that  some  repose  was  desirable  for  th 
clergy,  and  he  was  not  singular  in  thi 
opinion,  for  the  present  president  of  th 
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court  of  seMioii  h^,  wben  lord  advocate, 
iDlrgduced  abtU  for  dificontinuing  these 
suits  for  adgmentation  for  40  years. 

Mr,  Ho^er  said,  t|iat  he  understood  this 
1>Hl4o  be  brought  in,  not  in  tbe  spirit  of 
bostiiity  4o  tbe  court  of  session,  bat  the 
c^Dtrai^y  £or  it  was  intended  as  a'  relief  to 
tbam.  The  power  to  grant  augmentations 
kelooged  to  the  inembers  of  ^e  court  of 
•ession  only  as  commissioners.  It  was  not 
ft  buainess  that  came  under  their  jurisdic- 
tion as  a  court  of  justice,  but  properly  of  a 
legislative  nature.  This  business  had  late- 
%r  oiuoh  kioreased,  and  it  v^as  proper  that 
^  court  rfiould  be  relieved.  He  highly 
•omplimcated  tbe  clergy  of  Scotland,  who 
were  distinguished  for  their  piety  and  good 
■ioraia»  Their  emolum^ts,  he  said,  were 
very  inadequate  to  their  etation,  and  the 
duties  they  had  to  perfornr.^ 

The  Lord  Adeocate  disclaimed  any  dis- 
trust of  tbe  court  of '  session,  or  any  dis- 
respect to  the  clergy  of  Scotland.  It  was 
bis  pride  to  be  descended  from  a  family, 
which  the  clergy  of  Scotland^  who  were 
eminent  for  their  learning,  piety,  and  mo- 
vals,  had  always  looked  up  to  as  their 
irmest  friends.  The  object  of  the  bill  was 
to  relieve  tbe  court  of  session  from  a  press 
d  bttsioets  of  this  nature.  No  less  than 
149  <ui^  for  augmentations  had  com- 
VMnced  fikice  July  last.^^— After  some  fur- 
tbercoAversation^  the  bill  was  read  a- se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committjsd 
oo  this  day  se'unight. 

ggg.      ■'    m 

fiOVSE   OF  COMMONS. 

'      Wednesday,  Jonvmry  29. 

{MiNVTEs.]  Tbe  house  proceeded  to 
ballot  f9r  committees,  to  take  into  consi- 
4eratiou  the  petitions  complainingof  undue 
Mturns  for  tbe  boroughs  of  Saltash  and 
Tregony.  Soon  after  Mr.  White  appeared 
at  the  bar  with  the  reduced  'lists,  which 
"mj^tt,  as  follow  :  Sttltash ;  G.  'V.  Vernon, 
W.  Kearick,  W.  Manning,  sir  O.  Mose- 
ky»  lord  John  Thynne,  N.  Saxon,  J.  Ru- 
therford, earl  of  Euston,  sir  A.  JViilbank, 
lord  H.  Moo.re^  W.'Bonham,  A.  Robarts, 
bon.  T.  Knox.  Nominees;  J.  Leach,  i. 
F*  'Hill.— Tregony  ;  H.  'Howard,  T.  Steele, 
bon.  B.  Bouverie,  R.  AVilson,  hon.  E. 
Phipps,  M.  W.  Ridley,  earl  of  Yarmouth, 
$ir  J.  Pulteney,  J.  De  Ponthieu,  O.  Mills, 
J.  Lemon,  T.  Shelley,  R.  A.  Daniells. 
)4ommees  ;  J.  Mitchelly  J.  Topping. 

[Bajikack  bu  t  PLi  Es,]  Lord  A,  HamU' 
taa,  atier  a  iaw  preiktory  remarks  on  the' 
public  iBter<e6t  excited  toivacds  the  conduct 


of  the  Barrack  Department,  by  the  Tlrird 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  M iliteiy 
Inquiry,  (an  interest  in  which  he  strongly 
participated,)  moved,  for  the  purposjg  of 
comparison,  that  there  be  laid  before, the 
house  a  return  of  the  fiaVrack  Supplies 
furnished  by  Alexander  Davison,  es(j.  du- 
ring the  last  whole  year  that  he  was  so 
employed;  specifying  the  anicles  furnished^* 
th*;ir  quality  and  price,  the  barracks  ta' 
which  they  were  delivered,  and  their  to- 
tal amount.  Alsp,  a  similar  return  of  tb© 
barrack  supplies  furnished  by  the  commis- 
sary-general of  the  barrack  department  <Ju- 
ring  the  whole  first  year  pf  liis  being  so 
employed. 

Mr.  5.  Bourne  seconded-  tbe  motion,  con-^ 
ceiving  ii  to  be  highly  desireable  that  thel 
house  should  be  put  into  complete  posses- 
sion of  all  possible  information  on  thi^  Jjm- 
portant  subject.  )ie  wished  to  ca!lt}]e  at* 
tentiou  of  the  house  to  a  paper  relative  to 
the  barrack  department,  laid  on  the  tabl,c 
of  the  last  parliamept,  which  must  render 
it  obvious  to  all  those  by  wliopfi  it  h»d 
been  read,  that  the  last  administration  hatf 
taken  every  possible  n^easure  to  prevent 
premature  issue  of  public  money  in  the* 
barrack  department.  This  papjer.  pro-< 
ved  that  thie  subject  had  epg^ossed  the  at- 
tention of  government  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  1804,  when  an  arrangement 
was  made,  that  could  not  well  have  been 
entered  intp  at  an  earlier  period.  That  ar- 
rangement went  to  remedy  the  evils  com-* 
plained  of,  to  bring  the  whole  of  the  trans- 
actions in  question,  under  the  immediate 
superintend ance  of  the  cpmmissary-gene- 
ral,  to  abolish  the  treasurer,  to  prevent  any 
expences  for  building  or  repairs  from  being 
incurred  without  the  knowledge  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  to  produce  a  variety  of  other  be- 
neficial efliects.  if  tbe  noble  lord  (H. 
Petty^  had  no  objection,  as  soon  as  the 
present  motion  should  b^  disposed  of,  he 
would  jnove  for  the  /e-priuting  of  that 
paper. 

Lord  /f .  Petty  declared  that  he  should 
have  no  objection  whatever  to  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  gent.  He  allowed  that  the 
regulation  -to  which  he  alluded  .was  ex- 
tremely proper.  It  was  now  under  the 
consideration  of  his  majesty's  goyernment* 
and  in  ail  probability  tlie  subject  would 
soon  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
parliament. — ^^Lord  A.  Hamilton's  motion 
was  then  agreed  to  :  and  Mr.  S*  Bourne 
immediately  moved,  that  the  copy  laid  be- 
fore the  house  of  commons  on  the  iKHh  of 
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Marofat  1^06y  of  so  uracil  of  his  mi^^s 
regulations  respecting  the  barraok  depart* 
lAenty  as  related  to  the  safe  custody  of  mo- 
ney intrusted  to  the  barrack-master-gene- 
ral)  be  re-printed.      Ordered. 

[Freeuo!.!)  Estates  Bill.]    The  So- 


icitor^GeMral  TO^  to  make  bia  promised  simple  contract  dd>fo  remained.  Ithadsttr 

motion,  on  the  subject  of  Simple  Contract  vived  the  season  of  its  original  existence 

t)ebt8.    The  injustice  of  the  law  in  this   iive^  hundred  years!    It  was  astonishing 


be  was  allowed  t6  aliekiate  half  his  landed 
property ;  'and  a  few  years  afterwards  a 
law  was  passed,  by  which  be  was  permitted 
to  alienate  the  whole  of  it.  SttU,  how- 
ever, the  law  which  secured  landed  pro- 
perty from  being  subject  to  the  payment  of 


case  was  so  glaring,  and  the  remedy  for 
tW  injustice  was  so  obvious,  that  he  should 
&$el  it  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  barely 
to  state  the  object  of  his  motion,  were  he 
piot  aware  that  a  similar  measure  had  for- 

Serly  been  unsucces^uHy  proposed.  By 
e  law  as  it  now  stood,  a'  man  might  cpn- 
tract  delfts  to  any  amounts  not  evidenced 
byhoad  or  other  legal  instrument;  and, 
dying  with  sufficient  property  amply  to  Sa- 
tisfy those  demands,  his  estate  would  pass 
to  his  heir  at  law,  and  his  creditor  would 
remain  unpaid ;  or  were  the  owner  of  such 
jfroperty,  not  before  his  death,  to  make  a 
testamentary  asstgnsment,  however  capri- 
cious, to  a  stranger  in  blood,,  that. stranger 
might,  if  he  chose,  look  with  indifference 
and  security  on  the  ruin  of  the  creditors. 
It  was  very  surprising  that  this  evil  should 
bave  been  so  lol>g  allowed  to  exist ;  more 
especially  when  the  extent  of  commerce  in 
this  country  was  considered,  and  when  it 
was  recollected,  that  all  d^ts.on  negoci- 
able  security  were  merely  simple  contract 
debts*  Cases  had  occurred  in  which  per- 
sons engaged  in  expensive  commercial 
speculations,  and  foreseeing  the  near  and 
unavoidable  approach  of  great  embarrass, 
ments,  have  thought  it  policy  to  increase 
to  a  larger  amount  these  simple  contract 
debts,  and  having  thus  secured  f^roperty  tu 
tiieir  heirs,  have  put  a  period  to  their  eH- 
istence,  and  occasioned  an  immense  loss 
to  their  creditors.  Thait  an  heir  should  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  property,  in  despight 
of  just  creditors  of  that  property,  akhough 
on  the  faith  of  that  very  propert5^  credit 
had  been  given,  was  a  law  peculiar  to  this 
country.  How  did  it  originate  ?  To  re- 
solve this  question,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  refer  to  our  history;  to  those  feudal 
times,  when  every  proprietor  held  his  land 
by  military  texrore,  which  rendered  aliena- 
Cioo  of  property  inadmissible;  becaase, 
to  alienate  property  would  have  been 
tantamount  to  the  desertion  of  the  military 
standard.  Subsequently  the  ^wage  was 
iess  tigorousy  and  the  tenant  was  allowed, 
in  some^degree,  to  alienate  his  property. 
In  the  13th  year  of  Ufce  roiga  of  £dward  I 
VouVllI. 


that  the  la(w  should  be  so  lax  m  one 
respect,  and  so  rigid  in  another,  .closely , 
analogous.  If  a  man  in  trade  gave  credit  to 
a  tfian  of  landed  property,  and  that  man  of 
landed  property  died  without  making  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  his  debt,  the 
tradesman  had  no  remedy :  4eat  the  la/vr 
strictly  enforced  the  payment  of  the 
tradesman's  debts;  his  kttle  stock  m^9 
swept  away';  his  persoef  exposed  to  the 
contagion  of  a  jail,  in  which  he  was 
doomed  to  remain  all  his  day^,  unless  lifae^ 
rated  by  one  of  those  accidental  interpo* 
sitions  of  the  legislature,  annihilating  all 
engagements^  and  eancelling  every  contraqt^ 
to  which  tb^  hadoccasionally.been  drivee 
for  the  purpose  pf  relieving  the  c^acioef 
prisons  of  the  eountry  from  their  too  nti<* 
merous  inhabitants.  He  shottkl  be  sorry 
if  what  he  had  said,  should  be  misconstrued 
into  any  reproaeh  of  those  heirs  v9ho 
might  iiave  allowed  d^bts,  tbtis  contracted^ 
to  reajain  unsatisfied;  for  he  kilew  how 
easy  those  sacrifices  werecoiksidered^  which 
those  who  considere((  them  as  easy  wera 
pot  called  upon  themselves  to  makelL 
These  heirs  had  a  ri^it  to  urge  the  law 
as  their  guide,  and  if  repit>acb  rested  anjr 
where,  it  Mtaseiu  tli«  legislature,  which  had 
so  long  suffered  the  eviL  With  regard  t6 
the  remedy,  i.t  had  at  first  occurred  tb 
him,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  place 
contract  creditors  {precisely  in  the  saoi^ 
situation  as  special  creditors^  and  to  give 
them  precisely  the  same  means  of  r^'overy* 
Some  difiiculties-  however  appearing,  it 
now  seemed  to  him  preferable,  simply  t6 
declare,,  that  frecihold  estates  should  be 
assets  for  the  payment  of  simple  contraec 
debts.  Courts- of  ec^uity  had  endeavoured 
to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  evil  of  which  he 
complained,  and  had  frequently  had  the' 
boldness  to  order  ^hat  was  .ternned  mar« 
shalling.  of  assets  :  but  this  remedy  was 
inadequate.  He  vraa  fully  aware,  that 
when  any  peFse»  pro|»osed  to  alter  a  lon^ 
established  usage;  it  was  incumbent  on>  him 
to  declare  the  advantages  of  that  usage, .at 
weU  ad  the  disadvantages,  otherwise  the 
legislature  would  not  be  euablad  iaidy  to 
20 
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estimate  the  necessity  of  the  chaog^.  It 
might  be  thought  that  be  had  not  done 
this.  The  reason  was,  that  on  the  closest 
examination  he  could  not  find  a  single  ad. 
vantage  to  compensate,  or  even  to  alleviate 
the  injustice  of  the  custom  which  he  had 
described*  The  law,  as  it  there  stood,  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  pure,  unmixed  evil. 
He  therefore  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  biJl  to  make  the  freehold  estates-  of 
persons  dying  indebted,  assets  for  the 
payment  of  simple  contract  debts. 

The  AUorntif  General  seconded  the 
motion. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  expressed  his  perfect  ap- 
probation of  the  object  which  the  learned 
gent,  had  in  view.  He  hope<},  however, 
that  he  would  not  stop  here,  but  that  be 
vrould  employ  the  great  powers  of  his 
mind  and  his  extensive  knowledge  of  the 
law,  in  applying  a  remedy  f^r  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  living  possessors  of  estates^ 
as  well  as  of  the  dead  ;  he  meant  by  giving 
additional  cffeiit  to  the  writ  of  elegit. — 
Leave  to  -bring  in  the  bill  was  then 
granted. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday.  January  29- 
[Minutes.]  A  ballot  took  place  for  a 
committee  to  tr}*  and  determine  the  merits 
of  the  Penrbyn  Election  petition.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  appointed  on  the 
committee:— T.  B.  Lethbndge,  lord  Main- 
land, .C.  Chaplain,  D.  Williams,  D.  Da» 
venport,  hon.  W.  Herbert,  sir  H.  Neale, 
R.  Benyon,  W.  Orde,  6.A.  Lee  Reck, 
lord  j^brington,  J.  A.  Wright,  J.  Lowther ; 
Nominee^  H.  Leycester,  R.  Hurst, — Mr. 
Howard  reported  from  the  Tregony  elec- 
tion committee,  that  the  sitting  members 
had  been  duly  elected  and  returned ;  and 
also  that  the  petitions  of  Messrs.  Nicholls 
and  Miles  were  not  frivolous  nor  vex- 
atious.—A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the 
borough  of  Plympton,  in  the  room  of  sir 
Stephen  Lushington,  deceaseds — On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Bathurst,  the  order  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  search  for  prece- 
dents of  cases  of  members  who  had  been 
expelled  and  re-elected,  was  rescinded, 
and  a  new  order  made,  re-r^ppointing  the 
aarae  committee  to  search  for  precedeni« 
of  6ases,  touching  the  expulsion  of  mem- 
ber*, and  also  of  members  who,  having  been 
ejcpelled,  had  be*  n  re-elected  5  and  to  re- 
port thereon  to  the  house. 
'  [Abolition-  of  the  Slave  Trade.] 
Mr.  fVilherfarcep  in  adverting  to  this  sub- 


ject, stated,  that  the  house  would  re^ 
member  the  Resolution  that  had  been 
voted  by  that  house  i&the  last  session  of 
the  last  parliament,  pledging  the  house  to 
take  measures  for  the  speedy  Abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade.  This  resolution,  i^ 
would  be  recollected,  bound  that  house' 
to  take  such  steps  for  the  early  abolition 
of  a  traffic  which  it  declared  to  be  con- 
trary to  justice  and  humanity,  as  the' 
house  in  its  wisdom  should  deem  proper.' 
It  might  be  thought  that  those  interested 
in  this  question  ought  to  have  brought 
forward  the  measure  in  the  early  part  of 
this  session  ;  but  as  a  proceeding  had  been 
instituted  in  the  other  hou^e  of  parliament 
for  that  purpose,  he  had  been «! reduced 
to  abfctain  hitherto  from  bringing  the* 
subject  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house.  If  that  proceeding,  however,  should 
be  extended  to  too  great  a  length,  so  as 
to  preclude  the  probability  of  its  passing 
this  session,  he  should,  if  no  more  compe- 
tent person  undertook  the  task,  bring  th^ 
matter  forward  in  that  house. 

Lord  Hawick  was  happy  that  the  hon, 
member  had  mentioned  the  subject, 
thinking  that  the  attention  of  the  new 
parliament  could  not  be  too  soon  directed 
to  it.  He*  thought  the  hpn.  gent. .  acted 
right  in  not  having  brought  forward  any 
proposition  on  the  subject,  as  tHe  pror 
ceeding  in  the  other  house  would  tend  to 
the  same  end.  Their  own  honour,  and  the 
honour  of  the  house,  was  concerned  in  in^ 
stituting  some  proceeding  that  would  lead 
to  an  abolition  of  a  trade,  which  parlia-. 
ment  had  declared  to  be  contrary  to 
justice,  humanity,  and  sound  policy. 

[New  Plan  op  Finance.]  Lord  Henry 
Petty  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
house  to  resolve  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  bouse,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Finances  of  the  Countr)':  also  that  the 
several  acts  relating  to  the  redemption 
of  \he  Public  Debt,  and  also  the  several 
acts  for  granting  to  his  majesty  certain 
duties,  for  a  limited  time  after  the  ratifi* 
cation  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  be- 
referred  to  the  said  committee.  The  house 
having  resolved  itself  into  the  said  com- 
mittee, Mr.  Hobbouse  in  the  chair, 

Lord  Henry  Petty  rose,  and  a(idressed 
the  committee  as  follows :— I  feel,  Mr. 
Hobhouse,  as  I  iiaturally  and  inevi- 
tably most,  some  weight  upon  my 
miiKl,  in  rising  to  address  you  on  the 
present  occasion,  -i  feel  that,  anxiety 
which  the  vast  magtiitude  of  the  subject  is 
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calculated  to  inspire,  but  yet  from  its  mag- 
nitude and  its  importance,  I  derive  some  cod- 
teolation,  as  they  afford  me  a  stronger  claim 
iipon-the  indulgence  of  this  committee*  I 
tan  indeed  have  no  fear  that  siich  indul- 
gence will  be  denied  ine,  when* you  consi* 
der  the  arduous  nature  of  the  task,  which 
*tny  duty  calls  upon  nie  to  perform :  and 
'above  all  when  you  reflect,  that  the  state-* 
•liienis  ef  our  resources,  which  are  the  re- 
^ult  of  the  accounts,  for  which  my  nght 
hbn*  friend  has  moved,  and  which  are  to 
be  laid  upon  youf  table,  cannot  now  be 
"regarded,  only,  as  the  subject  of  idle  boast 
and  self-c6ngrati)lation,  but  contain  all  the 
elementary  principles,  and'  fcompose  the 
Solid  fouridation  of  our  greatness^-^that 
they  afford  the  meatfs  to  which  we  are  to 
'look,  the  instrument  we  are  to  employ,  in 
xnaintainii)g  and  ^etulring  air  that  we  pos- 
sess of  national  itldepend'en'ce  and  indivi- 
dual ffeedoni.  T  confidently  indulge  the 
Expectation  that  notwithstanding  the  dry- 
ness and  prolixity  of  the- various  minute 
and  complicated  details  itito  whicli  I  may 
be  obliged  to  enter^  the  subject  must  ex* 


cite  such  a  degrele  of  interest  in  your  minds^ 
as  will  procure  nae  that  of  which  I  cer- 
tainly shall  stand  in  need,  a  patient  and 
unwearied  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
committee.— ^Although  not  quite  unprece- 
dented, I  am  aware  that  it  is  an  -unusual 
course  for  the  person  filling  the  situation  I 
hav^  the  honour  to  hold,  to  open  to  the 
house,  a  detailed  statement  of  the  supply 
arid  ways  and  means  for  the  year  before 
the  loan  has  been  contracted  for;  but  I 
trust  that  from  what  I  have  to  offer  this 
nigtt,  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  the  commit- 
tee of  the'' propriety,  and  indeed  of  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  adopting  such  a  course 
upon  the  present  occasion.  Without  there- 
fore detaining  thfe  committee  by  any  fur- 
ther preface,  I  shall  proceed  to  state  as'the 
foundation  of  what  I  shall  have  afterwards 
to  *  Submit  to  ybu,  the  supplies  and  ways 
and  means  for  the  present  year,  as  far  as 
they  can  now  be  estimated.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  former  have  Already  been 
voted  by  the  house. — Here  the  noble  lord 
made  the  following  statement  of  the 


SUPPLIES. 
KAvr-fextlusifefiftheOrdnknceSeA  Service)        -  -         .-  •  JE!.i6i9*l1t^Zi    9  3 

"A.iJrv       yOrfeat  Britain  -        -  -      10,20S,967    ^5 

MUY       JijeUnd        -  -         -        ..        J?,445,130  17  3 

13,()48,09d    5  0 

»*..*^V.  iQ"5a'Bfitaiii    .        -        -        -  506,«37    0  0 

«AXKACvt  ^  ireijQid        ^  i  i        ..  469,450  12  6. 

. 975,687  12-  6 

CommUsary  GteneraPs  Bepartnent  -       .-        -        -         841,526    6  5 

^n'RAoao^KAaiBs,  as  in  180G,  J  r-w-^f  nJi^^'.^'i    * 

after  deductinif  Vote  of  Com-  V^/T*;!;"^^  .    ;.    .    -  .2,758,474  13  7 

BiissaryG^eraPsDepartmentS*"^  ^'■***"*    ^  ^^ 

Total  AVmy    -  -  -  -  :.        18,^23,786  18  2 

Ireland        -  - 479,246  19  7 

— ^      3,743,716    4  3 

M..c.U.HO«|f„«i:«Ht.i.       ...  .        -        .      M0O.OCOOO 

i— : 1,866,000    0  0 

V»r,  <.*  rti.^if  5  G>*a*  Britain    .       .        1  .        .  .    •  2,400,000    0  0 

V0TEO»Ctt!dit  |,^.^j^^^         -  .    •    .  .        .  I         600,000    00     • 

-^ — i:—    3;ot)o,ooo  ao 

TolalJolnt  Chargte        -        ...    43,811,34*6  118 

.    .  SEPARATE  CHARGES  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

X^ficieiicy  of  Malt,  1805        ,    -             -            -            -            -        200,000  0  0 

Seirvices  ndt  voted  paid  in  1606.          -        -        .        -        •      • .,      280,000  0  0 

Interest  on  Kxch^quer  bills,  1807            -.    '       i            1            •     1,200,000  0  0                        ' 

FiVeperCeiits.  1797i  tobep&idoff       -         -         -         -  '     ;.        3.'>0,0O0  0  0 

•  ^        "  •       .  '  1    ■•  2,030,000    0  0 

...  ■■  .1 I       ■•«. 

., Total  Supplies   .     -         .-  -     ,.45,94.1,340  11  8 

Deduct  Irish  prOportioti  of  Supply  and  Civil  List,  &:c.         ...  .          5,314,275    O^^O 

—                                                  »  ■      .  .  ■■■  -•  i  -_ 

Total  to  Im  defrayed  by  fireat  Brit^        -         .  ^        -        .       . '      40,527,065  11  8 
Deduct  on  accoont  of  Ireland  2*1 7tbs  of  the  above  jBQBi  of 

43,811,340/.  lU.Srf.  -  -  -  -.  y.        .5,154,27^ 

Deduct  aifib  2n7th8  for  cl?il  lists  and  dtber  ^hw^es",  the  .- 

-    sataie  as  last  year    -*-    ^"^       •       •    •    -•    •^'•-     -  »*  *      '  — 160,'000  "'•    '  **   •'*  * 

5,3h]275 
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—It  will  be  seen,  •'8»i()  .t)ije  qoble  lord, 
that  a  'sepiumte  estimate  i^  omde  out  for 
the  ^ommusary-gieDeri^'s  4j^p)irtiqi^|  iipou 
the  principle  which  I  hav^  on  a  former 
occasion  explaiiie4  to  tlic  house,  of  lidLiqg 
oat  of  the  account  of  the  e^rtri^ordinaries 
of  |;he  army,  which  ajre  only  voted  after  th« 
services  have  been  performed,  all  e^pen* 
diture,  the  amount  of  which  can  be  pre- 
piously  calculated  and  Sicertained*  Of  the 
^amount  of  the  snip  speci^ed  as  a  vote  of 
credit,  1^000,000/«  may  he  considered  as 
applicable  to  the  discharge  of  an  arrear  of 
subsidies  to  foreign  powers,  due  in  conse- 
quence of  existing  treaties,  and  a  further 
sum  of  i(X),000/.  is  left  to  be  applied  to 
further  subsidies,  should  the  state  of  ]Cu- 
rope  continile  to  require  it.  Whether  this 
interposition  upon  our  part,  may  be  found 
necessary;  whether  the  aq)ect  of  affiurs 
upon  the  continent  oiay,  or  may  not  be- 
come sucji  as  to  require  and  to  encourage 
more  considerable  /advances,  it  is  impQS* 
sible  for  me  now  to  state.  What  I  .have 
mentioned  is  all  that  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters deem  it  expedient  to  provide.  It  is 
thought  that  such  a  sum  may  be  wanted, 
.  but  there  is  no  ground  to  form  any  certain 
conclusion  upon  that  point.— -With  regard 
to  the  sum  allotted  to  the  interest  of  ex- 
chequer bills  for  the  present  year,  those 
gentlemen  who  were  in  the  last  p^irliameot 
will  recollect  that  at  was  in  the  last  sessions 
thought  to  be  the  more  wise  and  manly 
course  to  state  all  the  expences  of  the  ytar 
at  once,  and  fairly  to  vote  the  interest*  that 
W«^  -ti)  accrue  upon  the  unfunded  debt,  in 
the  year  in  whjch  that  debt  was  to  be 
created,  without  leaving  it  to  be  provided 
£Dr  in  a  aubsequent  sessions ;  a  course  in 
which  I  am  sni]e,  the  coaimittQ<e  will  think 
it  proper'  to  .per8e«epe.<i— And  now,  sir, 
kaviBg  gone  through  the  sereml  articles  of 
the  supply,.!  sba}l  find  great  satis&ctlon  »n 
luting  tfaie  Ways  and  Mean^  by  which  thilt 
aupgly  is  to  be  met.  llie  produce  of  the 
duties  OB  Mak  Pensions,  Tobaisco,  £cc.  I 
estix^ate  at  3,750,000/. ;  the  Snrpliis  of  Ihe 
Consohdated  Fntd  I  talce  at  the  same  sum 
as  the  last  yeat9y5Q2,CK)Q/^;  and  Tarn  hap- 
py to  state  to  |b<l  doQUnittee,  that  notwitib^i 
standing  the  inaospiciont  changes  and 
events  which  have  occurred  in  Europe 
since  the  test  sessions,  1  feat  myself  per- 
fectly warranted  in  this  cricnhtion.  The 
next  Qiticle  of  the  ways  and  means-will  be 
the  War  Taxes^  which  althovgh  their  pf«* 
duce  jrill,  I  trust,  be  greater^  I'shall  at  pr^ 
sent,  fat  reasons  I  shall  afterwards  vjdaio. 


take  only  '{it  th^  sum  of  19,S00/.^  and 
bene,  sir,  I  aip  glad  to  take  the  opportu* 
nity  of  inf^mning  the  committee,  that  th^ 
measure?  adapted  last^ssions  with  regarfl 
to,  the  Property  tax,  have  led  to  a  result 
far  exceeding  the  most  isanguine  expecta^ 
lion  of  the  person^  who  were  concenied  in 
framing  those  measures,  certainly  far  ex- 
ceeding any  expectation  that  I  had  formed* 
indeed  the  result  of  the  assessments  of  the 
present  year  h£is  been  such,  that  although 
I  took  the  Property  tat  at  but  10,500,00a/f 
in  the  last  sessions,  I  now  feel  myself  jus- 
tified in  Ukiug  it  at  n,500,000/.-p-.rhe 
other  war  taxes  upon  customs  and  excise, 
1  shall  set  down,  including  the  increased 
produce  of  the  additional  duties  imposed 
last  year,  at  9,5()0,OQO/. ;  there  is  a  fur- 
ther suin  upder  this  head  to  be  added,  of 
no  veiy-Gopsiderable  magnitude-^it  is  the 
result  of  an  arrangement  which  has  bf^ 
iiome  time  in  contemplattoi^,  but  to  tli^ 
ot^ect  of  which  it  migbt  be  inj/urious  at 
this  moment  tp  allude  in  e;cplicit  terma; 
I  shall  for  the  present  observe  only  tbaJl  ^t 
will  be  adopted  more  with  a  view  to  regu* 
lation  than  to  revenue,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  wl^en  communicated  |a  j^iis 
house,  it  jwill  jneet  with  geni^ral  apprqbf « 
tiott.  Combining  the  produce  i>f  this  ar- 
rangement with  the  duties  1  h^xe  stated,  I 
conceive  myself  warranted  ill  taking  ikt 
wttT  taxes  profpecHveljf  at  21,000,000/.; 
although  it  wi^l  he  reosembercd  rbwt  as  a 
part  of  the  V9«.ys  hnd  means  ibr  the  year, 
they  are  taken  at  19,$00,000/.  The  npxt 
article  of  the  ways  and  means  is  the  Lot« 
tery,  which  I  estimate  at  450,000/1  tl^ 
same  sum  aa  last  year.— In  Addition  to 
these  several  sums  there  remains  to  be 
raised  by  Loai%,  14>M0,00^/.  Gentlemen 
will  recollect  that  the  Lc^n  of  last  year 
was  18,000,000/.  And  it  will  readily  be 
admitted  that  the  consequences  hke^to 
result  from  such  a  reductbn  of  its  amount, 
will  be  most  beneficial.  Taking  then  th» 
whole  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  viz, 

Dnty  on  Malt,  Pteniioos, 
&c.  .         .        jf  2,750,000 

Surplus    of  Cooflolidated 
Fiind         ^        •  ^,500,000. 

War  Taxes       -        •        19^00,000 

J-ottery  *         *  450,000 

£xcbe«uar  BiUs  OQ  Vote 

of  Credit        «        -        2,400,000 

Loan       i        »        »     t,i900,000 

41,100,000 
ti  will  be  observed,  that  the  lotal  q£  tfa# 
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Suppli^f  being 40,5^,^5/.  lU.  Si.  while 
4b«t  of  the  Ways  and  M  eana  k  41 ,000,000/. 
^iiere  will  remain  an  excess  of  5^2,934/* 
^.  ft',  an  excess  which  It  may  be  thought 
desirable  to  provide,  with  a  view  to  those 
circumstances  in  the  stute  of  die  world, 
whieh  may  occasion  an  unavoidable  fluc- 
tuation in'  that  part  of  o«r  revenue  which 
arises  from  the  tr^de  and  commerce  oi 
the  country. — Having  thus,  sir,  fully  stated 
the  supply  and  ways  and  means  for  the 
year,  I  sliould  feel,  were  I  now  addressing 
you  hi  tiny  ordinary  times,  justified  in  con- 
ining  my  view  to  the  exigeneies  of  the 
moment. — i  mi^ht  here  close  my  state- 
ment, dismissiog  the  subject  for  the  present 
year,  and  relieving  myself  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  intruding  further  apon  your  pa- 
tience. But  I  think  the  committee  will 
feel  with  tiiet  that  with  the  prospects  that 
4ire  before  us  in  the  present  crisis  of  the 
history  of  Uie  world,  when  the  elements 
of  discord  are  «tbroad,  in  the  conspicuous 
station  which  we  €11  in  Europe,  with  the 
eyes  of  mil  its  nations  €xed  on  us,  thai 
still  preserve  and  value  their  independence, 
or  that  4ook  to  ais  as  the  means  of  regain- 
log  ihe  independence  they  hav^  k)st,  his 
majesty's  ministers  wbuld  not  be  justified 
v*re  %\\ey  to  content  tliemselves  with  pre 
renting  io  pariiameut  a  limited  and  narrow 
•tatoni^nt  of  our  cireomstances  and  our 
views.  I  have  «o  doubt  that  parliament 
•nd  Che  country  will  agree  with  me  in 
-tbkiking  that  it  is  our  duty  and  our  inte^ 
rest  to  take  an  enlarged  view  of  our  situa 
4ioa  and  onr  prospects,  and  that  from  the 
emotions  of  gratitude  we  justly  feel  for 
our  deliverance  from  the  dan^rs  that  are 
past,  we  should  direct  our  attention  to 
those  with  whieh  the  Aiture  seems  pregnant. 
Upon  that  future,  there  yet  hangs  a  dark 
eloud,  which  we  ought  to  contemplate, 
^ough  not  with  aktrm,  yet  with  the  awe 
and  circumspection  which  our  situation 
calls  for.  Much  has  passed  over  our 
heads,  but  there  remains  an  impenetrable 
gloom,  which  although  no  human  eye  can 
seaiich  and  scrutinize,  it  is  yet  our  duty, 
if  we  can,  to  anticipate  the  dangers  itcon- 
taine,  and  to  provide  against  the  evils 
which  it  menaces,  all  those  means  of  se- 
curity -which  our  tiatioiial  resources  must 
bappily  aflfordy  and  Trhich  our  reflection 
and  experience  may  enable  us  to  apply. — 
f^t  ^at)  then,  as  the  greatest  evil  that 
caA  beMI  a  civilized  nation,  it  becomes 
oof  dirty  to  make  sucit  arrange  meats  as 
illalleittble  nt  to  provide  against  thethm* 


gers  of  protracted  warfare^  to 
the  dreadful  conflict  in  which  w 
ga^ed,  and  the  termination  of  i 
man  can  foresee,  with  the  flrninest 
hitherto  shewn  in  its  support,  an 
sible  with  increased  energy  end  ex 
With  this  impression   upon  my 
to  the  situation  in  which  thee 
placed,  I  feel  myself  bound,  no 
to  consider  the  amount  and  natui 
resourses,  but  the  adaptation  of 
sources  to  any  contingency   vfh 
arise.    In  my  view  of  this  subject, 
not  think  myself  justified  in  cOnce 
opinion,   that  there  are  unfavoe 
well  as  favourable  points  belongii 
financial  situation;   imd   I  feel, 
country  must  feelf  that  we  labou 
considerable  difficulty  in  disco ve 
sources  of  taxation ;  but  yet  so 
regarding  this  as  a  matter  of  su 
must  confess  the  surprise  I  feel  is 
system  of  taxation  should  have  sc 
ported  us  as  it  has  done:  ^uch  mv 
feeling  of  any  man  who  reflects  i 
htstbry  of  our  revenue.     It  wil 
collected  that  after  the  Gonelusio 
American  war  in  the  year  1794, 
manent  revenue  amounted  to  bu< 
lions,  and  yet  that  great  financii 
man  (Mr.  Pitt),  who  then  presii 
the  affairs  of  the  country,  found  i^ 
to  devise  additional  taxes.     Indee 
which  he  had   imposed,    he  felt 
obliged  to  withdraw  in  the  follow: 
and  the  difficulties  under  which  he 
ed  were  readily  acknowledged • 
has  been  the  augmentation    of 
sources,    that    the    permanent 
reached  the  sum  of  28  millioQc 
conclusion  of  the  last  war,  and  a1 
it  amounts  to    no  less  a    sum*  i 
millions. — It    must   indeed    be 
of  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  any  roj 
ested  in  our  fate,  to  reflect  upon  s 
dence  of  the  growing  prosperity 
country,  to  find  that  our  means  ht 
pace  with  our  expenditure,  and   enabled 
us  to  bear  for  so  many'  years  a  constant 
and  progressive  addition  to  our  burthens.— 
At  the  same  time  that  T  state  the  di^culty 
of  flnding  out  new  objects  of  taxation,  I 
beg  not  to  be  understood  as  considering 
the  means  or  disj>osition  of  the  country  ex- 
hausted in  this  respect ;  for^  relying  dil  the 
spirit  and  alacrity  of  the  people  to  «ubi»it 
to  further  sacrifices  from  a  just  conception 
of  the  important  ends  for  which  those  sa- 
crifices would  be  made,  I  -•«  prepai^d  to 
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#tote  that  ample  means  would  be  forthco- 
niog  if  required  to  pay  oot  ouly  the  iuteiest 
of  tbe  loan  of  this  year^  but  of  the  next, 
and  perhaps  teveral  years  Xo  come.     But 
lookiog,  ae  1  think  it  is  our  duty  to  look, 
to  a  loog  period  of  protracted  war«  we 
f:ould  hardly  expect  to  coptiuue  from  year. 
to  year«  in  addition  to  our  actual  burthens, 
ftogmeoting  our  perinanent  taxes  to  a  con- 
siderable   extent    without   imposing    re- 
straints which  might  prove  extremely  vex- 
atious and  distressing  in  some  instances, 
and   in  others  incurring  the  risk  of  in- 
juring the  produce •  of  old  duties,  and  im* 
4)eding '  national  improvement^  by  taxing 
atai»l^   commodities,   or  such  articles  as 
would  impede  the  growth  of  our  trade  and 
manufactures,  by  enhancing  the  price  of 
the  instruments  with  which  they  are  con* 
-ducted.     In  this  view  then  it  becomes  of 
'great  importance  to  consider  of  what  ap- 
plication our  resources  in  future  will  ad- 
mit, and,  if  possible,  to  combine  with  a  pro- 
vision for  the  vigorous  support  of  the  con* 
test  in  which  we  are  engaged,  some  relief 
from  the  prospect  of  increasing  burthens. 
To  Relieve  the  public  from  any  pressure 
is  at  ail  times  desirable,  bat  with  the  pro- 
spect before  us,  it  is  an  object  of  the  last 
importance.  But  the  policy  which  prompt- 
ed such  a  resolution,   would  indeed  be 
most  short-sighted  and  unjust,  and  defeat 
the  very  objects  it  purposes  to  attain,  were 
it  to  lead  to  any  anticipation  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  future,  much  less  did  it  in- 
volve the  violation  of  any  of  those  princi- 
ples wbicb  have  been  recognized  by  public 
Opinion,  or  sanctioned  by  public  faith,  and 
which  it  will,  I  trust,  remain  the  invaria- 
ble policy  of  this  country  to  uphold.  Much 
and  ardently  as  I  desire  the  relief  of  the 
p^ple,  1. should  never  be  reconciled  to 
any  proposition,    however  calculated    to 
gratify  this  desire,  if  that  relief  were  to  be 
accomplished  by  the  sacrifice  of  any  of  those 
major  considerations,  or  any  of  those  fun- 
damental obligations,  iuto  which  parlia- 
ment has  deliberately  entered,  and  which 
the  voice  of  the  country  has  confirmed. 
I  should  be  amongst  tbe  first  to  resist  any 
measure  calculated  to  injure,  much  less 
jto  destroy  that  great  system  which  has  so 
essentially  contributed  to  maintain  our  na- 
tional credit  and  to  promote  our  national 
'  glory.   But  happily,  there  exists  no  neces- 
sity for  any  breach  of  faith,  for  any  devia- 
tion from  that  course  of  rectitude  which 
has  ever  constituted  tbe  pride  and  honour 
0f   Cieat  BJEitaiDi      (Uear(    hear  1)^1 


now  come  to  the  more  satisfactory  part  of 
my  duty,  to  touch  upon  the  state  of  our 
great  national  resources,  and  in  adverting 
to  those  topics  it  must  be  a  pecqliarly  gra- 
tifying circumstance  to  reflect  that  the  pro- 
sperity which  they  indicate,  does  not  de- 
pend  upon  mere  fortune ;  that  it  has  not 
arisen  from  any  of  tboie  casualties  or  chain 
ces  which    alternately  raise    or    depress 
sutes ;  but  that  on  the  <:ontrary  it  is  tbe^ 
gradual  result  of    th&   resolution,*    fore- 
sight, and  eiiergy  of  parliament,  Supported 
on  the  part  of  the  people  by  a  spirit,  in^ 
dustry,  and  perseterance,  alternately  thd 
cause  and  the  efiect  of  national  improve^ 
ment  and  prosperity*  (A  load  cry  of  bear  i 
hear  I)— Ii^  considering  our  resources,  the 
Sinking  Fund,  and  the  system  of  raising  a 
large   portion  of  the  supplies  within  the 
year,    which  has  given  rise  to  the  present 
amount  of  War  taxe^  are  the  two*  great 
subjects  to  which  I  shsdl  have  occasion  t6 
direct  your  attention*    I  hope  for  the  io^ 
dulgeoce  of  the  coomiittee  while  I  take  the 
liberty  of  dwelling  upon  their  origin  and 
progress,  more  especially  as  they  form  the 
ground-work  of  the  system  I  shall  bav^ 
to  propose  for  its  consideration.  They  are^ 
perhaps,  the  most  remarkable  features  in 
the    political  and   financial    history    not 
only  of  this,  but  of  any  country  in  the 
world. — First  then  as  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
or  the  system  of  applying  annually  certain 
portions  of  the  revenue  to  redeem,  and  af- 
ter redeeming,  to  accumulate  for  the  fur- 
ther redemption  of  debt    Tbe  first  estab- 
lishment of  this  fund  took  place,  it  will  be 
recollected,  in  1786,  and  it  was  introduced 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  to  the  credit  and  honour  of 
whose  name  it  will  long  remain  a  monu- 
ment.    Wherever  I  contemplate  this  sys-^ 
tem,  it  is  impossible  that  I  should  not  feel 
a  satisfaction  in  adverting  to  the  author  to 
whose  measures   1  csn  never  allude  with 
greater  satisfaction,  than,  when  I  am  en- 
abled to  bestow  upon  them  that  tribute  of 
admiration  which  in  tbe  present  instance 
I  most  warmly,  and  1  may  say,  enthusi- 
astically feel. — ^It  will  be  matter  of  plea- 
sing refiectiou  to  the  house  to  recollect  at 
the  moment  when  we  have  felt  within  tbe' 
space  of  the  same  year  the  loss  of  two  il- 
lustrious characters ;  as  distii^oished  eomK 
petitors  for  fame  and  power  as  any  country 
ever  saw^  and  whom  all  men,  Whether 
frietids  or  enemies,  I  mean  of  course  poli- 
tical enemies,  for  none  other  conld  such 
nien  have  had,  will  admit  to  kave  been  the 
greatest  and  brightest  omameate  of  tW 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


S7SH         PARE.  DEBATES,  Ja^vjl&y  59,  1807.— A^iw  P/<m  of-Finunu,    ,      [574 


fime  in  ivfatch  they  lived  ;  to  recollect,  I 
0&y,  that  both  these  distinguished  persons 
concurred  in  the  approbation  and  sanction 
tfaey^g»ve  to  this  measure  ;  that  after  some 
elight  differences  of  opinion^  it  was  finally 
marked  by  »  coincidence'of  sentiment  on 
the  part  of  both  ;  that,  amidst  the  dissen- 
tion  which  prevailed  on  other  topics,  amidst 
the  conflict^  which  so  often  and  so  loi^g 
agitated  this  house,  that  upon  the  subject 
of  the  sinking  fund,  all  those  feelings  and 
Unitnosities  disappeared ;  and  the  measure 
has  uniformly  continued  to  derive  from  that 
combination  of  opinion  all  the  just  weight 
and  apthority  that  belonged  to  it. — When 
the  sipking  fund  was  first  established^  as  I 
have  already  observed,  in  1786,  one  mil- 
lion was  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of 
that  fund.  At  that  time,  the  public  fund 
ed  debt  amounted  to  238,231,548/.;  and 
therefore*  the  sinking  fund  was  equal  to 
the  238th  part  of  the  whole  debt.  The  ac* 
cumulation  of  the  latter  however  raised  its 
proportion  to  the  former  by  the  close  of 
1792,  to  the  i60th  part.  A  further  addi- 
tion to  this  fund  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  readily  adopted  in  179^*  consisting  of 
a  grant  of  400,000/.  arising  from  the  sur- 
plus of  the  revenue,  and  a  further  an- 
nual grant  of  200,000/.  So  thenceforth 
1,200,000/.  were  applied  to  the  increased 
fund,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  with  the  French  republic,  in  1793, 
looking  to  what  had  been  held  out  and  de. 
clared  in  the  previous  arrangements,  a 
sinking  fund  of  a  diffefenl  character  was 
constituted.  This  consisted  in  setting 
apart  one  per  cent,  on  the  nominal  capital 
created  by  each  loan  in  order  to  form  a 
fund  for  the  liquidation  of  that  loan. 
With  respect  to  the  first  sinking  fund,  the 
sum  voted  in  1786,  and  that  superadded  to 
it,  in  1792,  were  to  be  allowed  to  accumu- 
late at  compound  interest  until  they  reach- 
ed the  maximum  of  4,000,000/. ;  and  it 
was  provided  that  any  surplus  which  might 
afterwards  arise  should  become  applicable 
to  the  public  service,  and  be  at  the  disposal 
of  parliament.  But  the  fiind  arising  out  of, 
the  principal  established  in  T793»  was  to  be 
subject  to'no  such-  Hmitation ;  for  the  sum 
of  one  per  cent;  appropriated  upon  each 
loan,  was  to  go  on  accumulating  until  it  ac- 
complished the  redemption  of  that  loan, 
which  it  was  calculated  would  probably  be 
effected  in  45  years  from  the  period  at  which 
the  loan  might  have  been  contracted.— No 
alteration  was  made  in  the  relative  state 
of  those  funds  until'the  year  1802.    When 


lord  Sidmouth,  looking  at  the  amount  of 
the  debt,  but  at  the  same  time,  impressed 
with  the  ^neceajsity  of  keeping  opfn  and  un* 
incumbered  the  systeoa  of  raismg  a  larg« 
portion  of  the  supplies  within  the  year, 
found  it  expedient  from  the  amo&nt  of 
taxes  he  was  compelled  to  raise  to  defray 
the  interest  of  stock,  for  which  the  income 
tax  had  been  pledged,  to  avoid  loading  the 
public  with  the  additional  of  a  sinking  fund 
for  that  stock.  To  reconcile  the  stock- 
holder to  this  arrangement,  he  consol  i dated 
the  old  and  the  new  sinking  funds.'  By  the 
act  which  parliament  then  passed,  the  pro- 
vision limiting  the  progress  of  the  fund  of 
1786,  when  it  should  reach  the  amount  of 
4  millions,  which  it  was  calculated  it  woul4 
reach  in  1808,  was  done  away;  and  it  was 
provided  that  the  fund  of  1786,  sliould  be 
consolidated  with  the  fund  arising  iromthtt 
appropriation  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  no« 
ttiihal  amount  of  each  loan,  and  that  both 
funds,  thu«  combined,  should  be  applied  to 
the  redemption  of  the  whole  debt. — This 
debt  amounted  in  February  1803,  to 
480,572,470/.  and  the  produce  of  the  joint 
sinking  funds  to  6,311,626/.;  so  that  al- 
though this  fund  was  originally  but  in  the 
proportion  of  the  266th  part,  it  became  in 
1803  equal  to  a  77th  part  of  the  whole 
unredeemed  debt.-— It  now  remains  for 
me  to  state  the  present  portion  .of  the 
sinking  fund  to  the  debt ;  and  the  codh 
mittee  will  heat  with  satisfaction  that 
this  proportion  opens  a  still  more  plea- 
sing prospect ;  for  since  the  consolidatioa 
proposed  by  lord  Sidmouth,  the  sicik- 
fund  has  materially  advanced.  The 
amount  of  the  unredeemed  debt  at  pre- 
sent is.  Or  rather,  will  be  on  the  5th  of 
Februar}'  next,  within  a  few  days  from  the 
time  at  which  I  am  speaking,  530,351,89/., 
while  that  of  the  sinking  fund  is 
8;331,709/.  So  that  the  sinking  fund  is 
now  equal  to  the  63d  part  of  the  whole 
debt,  or,  if  the  committee  are  desirous 
of  taking  another,  and  perhaps  a  clearer, 
view  of  the  subject,  calculating  the  debt 
not  at  its  nominal  but  at  its  real  mo- 
ney value,  (that  is,  taking  the  three  per 
cents,  at  sixty)  the  proportion  which  the 
sinking  fund  bears  to  the  unredeemed 
debt,  18  that  of  1  to  4!i ;  a  result  at  o>ice 
satisfactory  aud  striking,  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that  it  arises  out  of  a  period  of  20 
years  only,  of  which  it  will  be  recol- 
lected that  14  havi-  been  years  of  war, 
—  I  hope  the  corartil.tee  will  pardon  me 
for  having  &o  long  detained  their  attentioa 
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vpon  this  part  of  tb^  sobjecl— at  it  Ibrms 
4  Qiaieriaf  brdDch  of  the  system  which  I 
shall  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to 
their  cpu&ider^tion,  the  natural  tendency 
atidf  gfettt  recommendation  of  which  will 
%e  tllat  it  will  give  an  increasing  power  to 
{he  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund.^— The 
Second  braticb  of  the  proposed  system 
VeTers  to  the  War  'taxes,  to  the  origin,  pro- 
gress, cbaracter«  and  probable  improve- 
ment of  whicb  I  beg  leave  shortly  to  call 
the  attention  of  tbd  committee.  In  the 
jear  1797 f  recourse  was  had  to  the  prin-. 
cipl^  of  raising  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  sttppties  within  the  year:  but  much  as 
J  admire  that  principle,  and  however  bene* 
ficial  the  efilects  that  have  arisen  from  its 
operaiion,  I  must  yet  say  that  from  the 
niaoner  of  its  applicatiour  it  was  particu^ 
^riy  in  detail  extremely  unfair  and  im^vist 
in  Its  pressure.  I  do  not  make  this  ob« 
servatioB  with  a  vidw  to  censure  any  per* 
tons  whatever,  nor  shoiidd  I  feel  juatiBed 
iti  pronouaciiig  censure  upon  the  original 

Sloors  of  such  a  plan  from  my  own  kiiow- 
g^  of  the  extreme  difficulties  that  arise 
in  the  endeavcMir  lo  carry  into  complete 
execotion  the  principle  of  raisiag  a  large 
liortioh  of  the  supplies  within  the  year. 
But  I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that  the 
application  of  th^t  principle  to  the  asses- 
aed  taxes  in  the  case  of  the  treble  assess* 
nient  was  exti^mely  unjiist,  aa  proceeding 
upon  the  very  erroneous  ground  of  taking 
expenditure  as  the  criterion  of  income. 
The  produce  of  the  treble  assessment  for 
<&eyettr  179S  amounted  only  to  3>794,552/. 
t^Q  the  following  year,  from  the  experience 
of  itr imperfections,  the  treble  assessment 
waa  bid  aside,  but  the  principle  of  raising 
i  large  portion  of  the  supplies  within  the 
jear,  was  retained,  and  the  income  tax 
fybstituied  in  its  roonfl.    At  the  first  im- 

eition  of  the  treble,  ikssessment,  it  bed 
n  subjected  to  a  chaige  of  l6  millions, 
the  interest  of  which  was  to  be  defrayed 
4fot  of  its  produce  during  the  war,  and  on 
tbe  retorn  of  peace  the. residue  was  also 
to  be  applied  to  the  e^Ctinction  of  that 
^ebt.  This  charge  therefore  was  traoa- 
lei^d  to  the  income  tax,  which  thus  be- 
came burtbened  with  a  double  mortgage, 
|i>  discbarge  which  its  continuance  would 
bave  been  necessary  after  the  war  had 
cea^edi  to  defray  the  expenditufe  of  which 
it  was  imposed,  in  consequence  of  this 
arrangement  the  principle  of  raieing  the 
supplies  within  tbe  year  was  sacrificed ^  or 
at  k^st  puttially  suspended^  by  the  appH* 


eation*  of  t&at  which  was  projessedlj  a  waa 
tax,  to  provide  for  the  interest  of  debt  du» 
ring  the  war,  uiid  for  its  redemption  after 
a  peace.  This  mconvenienqs  did  not  esi^ 
cape  Mr.  Pitt's  observation,  and  he  fo«ad 
himself  in  conse<|ueoce  so  far  obliged  Uy 
abandon  this  system,  that  in  tha  year  ISOl^ 
he  returned  to  his  forner  mode  of  raising 
loans,  and  no  part  of  tbe  loan  f6r  that  year 
was  charged  upoa  the  income  tax.  la 
1802,  after  the  peace  of  Amieus,  whea 
lord  Sidmouth  took  the  state  of  our  fiuam^ 
cea  into  consideration,  with  a  vi«w  to  m 
peace  establishment,  the  first  drcumstancs 
of  easbarrassment  that  naturally  occuired 
was  the  state  in  which  the  income  tax  waa 
pledged.  He  found  it  mortgaged,  for  ar 
debt  of  no  les^^  than  5^  millions  o# 
capital, ,  to  disehari^  which  it  would  of 
course  be  necessary  to  continue  it  aiaa 
years  after  tbe  war,,  in  order  to  pay  not 
only  the  capital  d<^t,  but  the  sum  of 
1  ^00,000/.  annual  charge  ioi  interest. 
With  a  view  therefore  not  only  to  tha  re* 
lief  of  the  country  from  the  burthen  of  this' 
tax,  but  also  to  leave  this  great  reaouroa 
open  to  be  applied  to  the  public  exigencies 
in  Che  event  of  renewed  hostility,  with  all 
the  additional'  effect  and  iin proved  ditec* 
uon  that  could  thet^  be  given  to  it,  the 
noble  lord  who  then  filled  the  aituatioa 
which.  1  Kave  now  the  honour  to  occupy^ 
had  secourse  to  the  bold  measure  of  lepeal* 
ing  the  tax  and  funding  66  miUiou9  of 
stock  chargeable  upon  it,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  of  40  millions  reqfiir^d  on  account  of. 
the  Unfunded  debt  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
war;  and  fur. payment  of  the  interest  oa 
this  sum  of  96  miUion;s  he  contrived  to 
fiad  sufficient  taxes.  Thus  was  the  couo« 
try  set  free  from  diis  extraordinary  bur^ 
then,  and  afforded  the  opportunity  of  saving 
its  means  for  those  future  exertions  which 
unhappily  it  was  but  too  soon  afcerwardf 
called  upon  to  iBake»  and  the  subsequent 
necessity  of  wBicb  form  the  best  coaimeBt 
oft  the  judicious  policy  which  dictated,  apd 
the  energy  whi|ch  effected  &  measure,  with^ 
out  whichy  at  the  eouaiencement  of  the 
present  contest,  our  means  would  have 
been  crippled,  and  oor  principal  system 
weakened  in  the  very  point  in  which  its 
streng^  i:ould  be  ihost  usefully  displayed. 
-—At  tlie  commencement  of'^lhe  preset^ 
war,  the  tax  upon  property  waa  aubstifci* 
ted  for  that  upon  ii^ome.  As  this  aobject* 
htis  already  been  amply  discussed,  I  do  not 
mean  to  observe  further  upon,  the  property 
tax  at  present  than  to  say,  that  it  poatained 
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•11  the  improvements  which  might  have 
hetn  expected  from  the  experience  of  an- 
tecedent measures,  for  raising  a  large 
portion  of  tlie  supplies  within  the  year^  and 
that  even  in  the  first  instance  of  its  appli- 
cation»  it  exceeded  in  produce  the  hopes 
of  those  by  whom  it  was  framed.  The 
largest  amount  of  the  income  tax  at  10  per 
cent,  in  the  last  war  was  5 ,651^6^214  the 
^rst  year's  produce  of  the  property  tax,  in 
which  its  operation  could  be  said  fairly  to 
have  commenced  was  3,919,105/.  Still  I 
do  not  mean*  to  assert  that  this  was  at 
its  outset  or  is  even  now,  strictly  speak- 
Jngy  an  equal  tax,  or  that  it  operates 
•with  perfect  equality  upon  all  classes  of 
the  community,  much  less  upon  all  the 
individuals  wlio  compose  those  classes* 
That  partial  imperfection  which  is  in- 
separable from  all  widely  extended  msti- 
tutions  must  peculiarly  attach  to  the  pro- 
visions of  a  tax^  calculated  to  include  an 
immense  mass  of  property,  and  persons 
placed  in  circumstances  so  infinitely  di- 
versified. It  is  indeed  morally  impossible 
to  apply  equally  any  large  and  general 
Aoancial  measure,  without  enfeebling  its 
productive  powers.  As  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  criminal  justice,  which  alike 
assumes  equality  in  its  operation,  the 
stuue  punishment  affects  nfen  differently 
according  to  Che  health,  temperament, 
strength  of  body  or  of  mind,  or  the  parti- 
cular state  and  condition  of  the  individual 
who  suffers.  So  in  taxation  it  ever  has 
been,  and  ever  will  be  unequally  felt  in  its 
.pressure,  according  to  the  peculiar  situa- 
tion and  local  circumstances  of  the  persons 
to  whom  it  attaches*  This  inequality  is 
most  sincerely  to  be  regretted,  and  no  man 
feels  more  strongly  than  I  do  how  desi- 
rable it  would  be  to  provide  for  the  most 
equitable  distribution  of  the  publifc  bur- 
thens. But  I  apprehend  that  no  inge- 
nuity that  can  be  exercised  by  any  legis- 
lature will  ever  be  sufficient  completely  to 
^ard  against  the  effect  of  that  diversity  of 
circu^nstances,  which  it  woekl  be  difficult 
to  ascertain  atkl  estimate,  and  much  more 
difficult  to  counteract.  The  great  prac- 
.tieal  ol^ect  in  the  arraogemeot  of  this  tax 
«ras  to  adopt  some  general  principle, 
mtA^b  <sbo«ld  leave  as  little  room  m  pos- 
sible for  evasion,  becat^e  such  evasion 
'jpsust,  a^t  4>nly  with  regard  to  this  but  to 
-HU  other  taxes,  be  .productive  of  is^astice 
.40  thojie  who  dp  not  evade  while  it  serves 
•1(0  iijuce  ttbe  st^te :  and  I  have  the  satis- 
,  fisQtionnte  k^^m  the  eommitt^e  tl^  tlus 
Vol.  Vlil, 


object  has  been  in  a  greikt  nteasure  ace 
plished*     Such  meiafos  have  been  devi 
and  put  in  force,  to  secure  an  accurate 
turn    ai   income^   and   such    regulati 
adopted  to  ensure  a  strict  collection  in 
customs  and  excise,  that  without  rasort 
to  any  of  the  inquisitorial  proceedings 
prod  uce  a  d  isclosure  of  property , which  w( 
formerly  complained  of^  a  very  large  pi 
portion  indeed  of  the  expences  of  the  v 
have  been  raised   within   the  year. — \ 
these  objects  the  attention  of  ministc 
was  called  immediately  after  tfafey  enten 
into  office  last  year,  in  consequence  of  tl 
situation  in  which  tiiey  found  the  financ 
of  the  country.    Finding  thre  annual  e: 
pences  of  the  country  had  increased  i 
less  than  7  millions^^  while  the  increase  i 
the  annual  revenue    did  not  easceed  od 
million ;   in  this  State  of  things,  with 
growing  expence  and  inadequate  suppl} 
it  was  determined  to  put  the  circumstance 
of  the  country  upon  a  better  footing.     I 
was  therefore  resolved  by  goverament  tc 
propose  an  addition  to  the  property  tax 
and  also  sutch  further   increase   of    the 
customs  and  excise  as  should  raise  the 
produce  ^f  tlie  war  taxes  to  16  millions. 
As  the  humble  organ  of  government,  it 
became  my  duty  to  submit  these  proposi* 
tions  to  parliament.  The  duty  was  painfuU 
and  I  feltjt  most  sensibly.  I  was  fully  aware, 
that  the  imposition  of  taxes  is  stall  time's  &t& 
ungracious  task,  and  that  from  the  nature 
and  amount  of  the  taxes,  the  increase  of 
which  I  was  then  called  upon  to  propose, 
it  was  likely  to  be  so  in  a  peculiar  degree« 
But  with  all  these  considerations  on  my 
mind,  combined  with  the  reluctance  which 
I  must  naturally  feel  to  impose  any  addi- 
tional  burthens    upon    my  country,  the 
exigency  of  the  public  service  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  objects  in  view  would 
not  allow  me  to  shrink  from  my  duty  evea 
so  far  as  to  yield  to  some  of  the  e&emp- 
tions    proposed.— 'I  have  now  the  satis* 
faction  of  thinking  that  the  pain  occasioned 
by  the  original  proposition  is  in  a  great 
measure  compensated  by  the  efficiency  of 
its  produce.     Such  indeed  has  been  the 
increase  of  the  property  tax,  jiot  so  mudh 
in  the  character  of  burthen,  as  in  the  re- 
moval of  that  part  of  the  system  which 
admitted  of  evasion,  that  1  feel  mys^ju8«> 
tififid  in  taking  its  produce  for  the  present 
yosr  at  one  mUlion.  beyond  what  it  yielded 
in  tWe  last,  which,  combined  with  tbe.othfer 
war  fuses,  and  the  improved  application 
#f  tbe  siBki&giu&d,  will  be  amply^fKiequBle 
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to  defray  our  fature  expences  to  whaU  I  plies  I  have  already  stated  at  40,5  27i065/., 
ever  height  they  can  be  fairly  calculated  and   that    of   the    ways    and    means    at 


to  arise. — I  trust  that  I  have  not  deceived 
the  committee  in  the  picture  I  have  drawn 
of  tiae  unfavourable  points  in  our  financial 
situation,  and  that  I  am  justified  in  availing 
myself  to  the  extent  to  which  I  have  gone, 
of  those  points  that  are  favourable,  I  think 
it  will  be  found  that  I  have  neither  con- 
icealed  any  part  of  the  one  nor  exaggerated 
any  circumstance  of  the  other.    In  estima- 
ting the  favourable  points  in  our  situation, 
I  feel  myself  justified  in  taking  the  im- 
proved   amount    of   the    war   taxes    at 
21,000,000/.   which  with  the  produce  of 
^e  sinking  fund  of  8,30O«0eO/.,     I  set 
down  as  forming  a  clear  annual  revenue  of 
.  about  30,000,000/.     Of  this  sum  then  the 
country  is  in  possession,  and  at  liberty  to 
apply  it  to  her  use  independently  of  the 
aids  derived  from  her  ordinary  permanent 
revenues.  (Hear!  hear!)     This  is  a  fact 
upon  which  the  committee  and  the  country 
must  reflect  with  pleasure,  and  from  which 
gentlemen  will  proceed  with  greater  satisfac- 
tion to  consider  how  such  a  sum  ought  to  be 
applied  to  meet  the  calls  of  a  war,  which 
from  its  nature  demands  our  utmost  ex- 
ertion.—I  now  come  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Expenditure  which  may  be  incurred 
for  the  present  year,  and  which  will  tbrm 
the  criterion  upon  which  I  mean  to  found 
my  calculations  as  to  the  expence  upon 
the  future  years  of  war.     In  taking  this 
criterion,  I  judge  of  course  by  the  present 
atate  of  expence  independently   both  of 
subsidies  to  foreign  powers  and  of  such  ad- 
ditional charges  as  may  be  occasioned  by 
unforeseen  emergencies,  or  by  any  increase 
-in  our  establishments, .  or  in  the  price  of 
naval  and  military  stores.     Should  such 
emergencies  arise,  as  most  probably  they 
will,  or  should  the  operation  of  any  of  the 
causes  I  have  just  stated  produce  an  ad- 
dition to  OUT  expenditure,  that  addition 
must  under  the  system  I  shall  have  the 
honour  to  propose,  as  it  must  under  any 
other  system  of  finance,  be  attended  with 
an  increase  of  burthen  upon  the  public. 
— It  may  however  be  proper  to  observe, 
tliat  should  such  further  demands  arise, 
they  will  occasion  no  departure  from  the 
principle  of  the  arrangement  which  I  have 
to  propose  to  you,  as  they  will  serve  only 
.  to  cause  a  proportional  addition  to  the 
amount  of  new  taxes  which  under  this 
plan  would  otherwise  be  required  in  that 
year.     But  to  return  to  the  question  of 
war  expenditure:  the  amauot  of*the  lup- 


41,100,000/. ;  which  leaves  a  surplus  of 
more  than  500,000/.  But  to  this  point  I 
have  already  alluded.  Excluding  from 
this  statement  all  demands  which  do  not 
come  into  the  regular  account  of  our  an- 
nual expenditure,  or  which  may  nut  recur, 
and  deducting  also  the  amount  of  the 
surplus  of  the  consolidated  fund  and  the 
annuad  taxes,  upon-  the  produce  of  which 
we  may  safely  rely,  we  then  come  to  as- 
certain the  sum  wanted  to  supply  the  exi- 


gencies of  the  war.    In  the  first  place,  de- 
ducting the  subsidies  1,6000,000/.  and  the 
sum  required  for  the  repayment  of  5  per 
cents.  1797,  350,000/.  the  supply  will  be 
reduced  to  38,6/7,000/.     But  the  farther 
deductions  of  2,750,000/.   for   the   malt 
duty,  of  3,500,000/.  for  the  surplus  of  the 
consolidated  fund,  and  of  450,000/.  for  the 
lottery,  will  reduce  the  provision  to  be 
made    for    the    service   of   the*  war    to 
31,977,000/.  or,  taking  it  in  round  numbers, 
to  32,000,000/. — Now,    sir,     this   is    the 
point  from  which  we  are  to  depart  iti  the 
arrangement,  which  I  shall  have  the  honour 
of  submitting  to  you.     I  have  shewn  that 
the  sum  required  to  defray  the  extra  ex- 
pence  of  the  war,  amounts  to  32,000,000/. 
To  provide  for  this  independently  of  the 
produce  of  the  war  taxes,  I  propose  to 
borrow  the  suiti  of  12,000,000/.  by  way  of 
loan. — ^These  12  millions  it  is  proposed  to 
raise  as  a  war  loan  to  be  charged  upon-  the 
war  taxes,  a  certain  portion  of  which  is 
immediately  to  be  set  apart  for  ks  liqui- 
dation.    But  here  two  difficulties  present 
themselves,  which  must  have  already  oc- 
curred to   the  minds  of  the  committee; 
the  first  is,  'that  the  tendency  of  such  an 
operation   must  be  gradually  to  exhaust 
the  war  taxes,  so  that  at  the  end  of  a  cer- 
tain, although  a  remote  period,  this  source 
of  bur  supplies  will  be  dried   up.— The 
other  objection  is,  that  on  the  supposition 
of  a  prolongation  of  the  war  beyond  the 
period,  in  which  the  war  duties  of  excise 
and  customs  will  be  exhausted,  a  part,  or, 
if  the  war  should  still  continue,  the  whole 
of  the  property  tax  will  be  pledged  for  se- 
veral years  after  the  conclusion  of  peace. 
The  means,  however^  by  which  I  propose 
to  obviate  both  these  difficulties,  will,  I 
trust,  when  explained,  receive  the  entire 
approbation  of  the  committee. — It  is  pro- 
posed, sir,  to  borrow  12,006,000/.  annu- 
ally for  the  first  3  years,  from  the  present 
time;    for   the    fourth    year   (or    1810) 
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14,000,000/* ;  and  for  the  ten  succeeding 
years,  if  war  shall  so  long  continue, 
l6fiOO,OOOL  in  each  year.— In  the  first 
and  each  successive  year  for  which  these 
loans  shall  be  raised,  so  much  of  the  war 
taxes  is  to  be  appropriated,  as  will  amount 
to  10  per  cent,  on  the  loan  so  raised.  Out 
of  this  10  per  cent,  the  interest  and  charges 
of  management  are  first  to  be  defrayed, 
and  the  remainder  is  to  constitute  a 
sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  that 
loan. — When  the  interest  of  money  is  at  5  per 
cent,  such  a  sinking  fund  would  redeem  each 
loan  in  14  years  from  its  creation;  and  in 
case  of  a  rise  in  the  funds,  this  redemption 
would  be  accelerated;  because  the  loans 
would  be  borrowed  at  a  lower  rate,  of  in- 
terest, and  that  proportion  of  the  ten  per 
cent,  which  would  be  applicable  to  the 
sinking  fund,  would  consequently  be  grea- 
ter.— ^But,  without  distracting  the  attention 
of  the  committee  with  the  different  results 
deducible  on  the  supposition  of  variations 
of  the  funds,  which,  if  they  should  arise  in 
any  material  degree,  are  likely  to  favour  the 
operation  of  this  plan,  I  will  proceed  on 
the  supposition  that  the  funds  remain  at 
60.---Thus,  if  J  2,000,000/.  be  borrowed  at 
60,  in  1807,  the  portion  of  war  taxes  ap- 
propriated to  the  interest  and  sinking  fund 
on  that  loan  %vill  be  1,200,000/. ;  and  that 
portion  will  continue  payable  for  14  years, 
(that  is,  till  the  end  of  the  year  1820,)  and 
at  the  expiration  of  those  14  years  the  loan 
of  1807  will  have  been  wholly  redeemed 
by  the  operation  of  its  own  sinking,  fund, 
and  consequently  the  1,200,000/.  war  taxes 
so  pledged  will  then  be  liberated ,  and  so  in 
succession  with  respect  to  the  loans  of  the 
following  years,  each  of  which  will  mort- 
gage for  ]  4  years  its  corresponding  portion 
of  the  war  taxes.  It  will  be  seen  that  this 
system  may  be  carried  on  for  7  years  from 
1807,  without  pledging  any  part  of  the 
property  tax  ;  as  the  whole  charge  on  the 
war  taxes  in  those  seven  years,  will  amount 
to  no  more  than  9,800,000/,  *  The  war  du- 
ties of  customs  and  excise,  exclusive  of  the 
property  tax,  are  estimated  at  9,500,000/., 
and  it  may  be  reasonably  expected  that  the 
produce  in  the  course  of  the  next 7  years  will 
be  raised  to  9,800,000/.  I  shall  take  an  op- 
portunity hereafter  of  stating  the  other  mea- 
sures to  which  it  is  proposed  to  have  re- 
course, in  order  to  prevent  the  necessity  of 
pledging  the  property  tax  beyond  the  period 
for  which  it  is  now  imposed,  viz.  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  war.— ^This  part 
of  my  calculation  is  framed  on  the  suppo- 


sition of  the  continuance  of  the  war  for' 
the  whole  1 4  years .  If  peace  should  be  soon- 
er re-established,  other  arrangements  may 
easily  be  made,  by  which  the  portions  of 
war  taxes  so  pledged  may  be  released  at 
earlier  periods ;  and  the  part  not  pledged 
will  of  course  immfediately  be  liberated  on 
the  return  of  peace.    If  on  the  contrary 
the  war  should  be  prolonged  beyond  these 
14  years,  war  loans  to  the  amounts  above 
stated  may  be  continued  indefinitely,  and 
the  fresh  charge  so  created  in  each  year 
may  be  defrayed  by  the  portions  of  war 
taxes  thus  successively  falling  in,  with- 
out the  necessity  of  laying  on  for  that  pur- 
pose any  further  taxes  beyond  those  now 
in  existence. -^But  as  the  interest  and  sink* 
ing  fund  to  be  thus  provided  in  each  suc- 
cessive year  for  the  charge  of  these  war 
loans  are  taken  from  the  produce  of  the 
war  taxes,  which  now  constitute  a  part 
of  the  means  by  which  the  annual   ex- 
penditure is  defrayed,  the  deficiencies  so 
created  must  be  supplied  as  they  may  re- 
spectively arise  by  supplementary  loans.-— 
The  loan  so  required  this  year  will  be  only 
200,000/.      But  it  is    obvious   that   the 
amount  of  the  supplementary  loans  re- 
quired for  this  purpose  will,  in  each  suc- 
ceeding year;  progressively  increase  by  so 
much  as  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of 
the  fresh  war  loans,  annually  charged  upon 
the  war  taxes,  shall  lessen  the  unappro- 
priated residue  of  those  taxes. — ^But,  al- 
though the  supplementary  loans  will  pro- 
gressively increase,  yet  it  will  appear  that 
the  whole  amount  to  be  raised  by   loan 
in  any   one  year    for    the  period  of  20 
years,  (supposing  the  war  so  long  to  conti- 
nue) or,  in  other  words,  that  the  combi- 
ned amount  of  the  war  and  supplementary 
loans,   will  only   in  one  year  ejcceed  by 
more  than  5,000,000/.  the  sum  which  wiU, 
on  the  principles  assumed  in  this  plan,  be 
applicable  in  the  same  year  to  the  reduc- 
tion  of  the  national  debt.     Calculations 
of  this  nature  are  indeed  liable  to  be  varied 
by  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  the  stocks. 
But  on  the  whole,  there  seems  no  reason 
to  doubt,  that  although  the  sums  to  be 
borrowed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  above- 
mentioned   period    of  ,20  yearS>    should 
the  present  war  so  long  continue,  might' 
unquestionably  appear  large ;  yet  their  ef- 
fect upon  the  money  market  will  always 
be   sufficiently  counteracted  by  the  large 
amount  to   be  paid  off  within  the  same 
year,  by  the  joperation  of  the  sinking  funds 
in  the  manner,  and  with  the  limitations 
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whijch  Ishall  presently  expLiia. — And  thi«, 
I  trusty  will  prove  a  most  satisfactory  arti- 
cle of    information    to    the    committee. 
For,  if  we  look  back  to  the  loans  of  last 
war,  weshaU  find  that  iaone  year  (1737)  the 
addition  made  to  the  public  debt,  that  is 
to  say,  the  excess  of  the  sum  borrowed 
above  the  sum  redeemed  by  the  sinking 
fund  in  that  year,  amounted  to  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  ^OfiOOfiOOh  money  capital ; 
And  that  on  an  average  of  the  last  14  years 
the  addition  to  the  public  debt  amounted 
to  ld»00O,OO0/.  annually;  whereas  under 
the  system  which  I  shall  this  night  have 
the  honour  of  proposing  to  the  committee, 
should  the  war  be  protracted  till  the  close 
of  the  year  1S26,  the  addition  to  the  pul> 
lie  debt\vill  in  no  one  year,  except  the  last 
(1823)»  exceed  the  sum  of   5«000/)00/. 
a^d  on  j^n  average  of  the  20  years  from 
J  807  to  1826  inclusive,  will  fall  below  the 
sum    of    4,000,000^.    annually,  -«-  It    is 
nroposed    to    raise   these   supplementary 
loans  according  to  the  system  pursued  since 
the  year  179^*  A  sinking  fund  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  the  nominal  capital  will  be  ad. 
d^d  to  the  interest  on  these  loans,  and  the 
charge  so  created  will  be  provided  for  by 
imposing  new  taxes,  or  by  the  falling  in  of 
aanuities»«»-The  sum  requisite  to  defray 
the  interest  and    sinking  fund   of    those 
supplementary  loans  will    in  the  present 
year  (1807)  be  13,333/.;  in  1808,93,333/.; 
and  So  on  progressively  increasing  in  each 
year.     But  iu  considering  the. mode   in 
which  provision  is  to  be  made  far  those 
cliarges,  it  will  be  convenient,  for  reasons 
that  will  hereafter  present  themselves  to  the 
committee,  to  divide  the  whole  period  of 
SO  years    into  three    successive    periods 
of  three,   seven,  and    ten    years. — With 
respect  to  the  first  period  of  three  years 
from  the  present  time,  the  amount  of  taxes 
.  required  in  1807  will  be  13,333/. ;  in  1808, 
93,333/-;  and  in  I8O9,  173,333/.;  or  the 
amount  required  in  the  whole  three  years 
will  be  279i999'* ;  but  in  the  present  year 
annuities  will  fall  in    to    the  amount  of 
15,515/.;  and  in  1808  to  the  amount  of 
370,000/.,  making    together  the   sum  of 
385,5 1 5/. — ^Tbe  amount  of  these  annuities 
being  tbenefore  more  than  sufficient  tO'  dis- 
charge the  interest,  &c.  upon  the  supple* 
xncntary  loans  to  b^  cotitracted  for  within 
the  period  of  three  years,  the  committee 
ml]  hiear  with  satisfaction,  that  for  those 
three  years  not  a  sbiHing  of  ne\r  taxes 
whatever  will  be  imposed  upop  the  coon- 
iry.  lA  loud  cry  of  bear  \  hear  1}  This  will 


be  tlie  first,  effect  of  the  system  I  hate 
the  honour  to  propose ;  in  the  course  of 
the  next  three  years  no  new  taxes  will  b^ 
imposed,  but  on  the  contrary,  a  surplos  of 
the  annuities  already  mentioned  will  re* 
main  applicable  to  the  service  of  subscr 
quent  years*     With  respect  to  the  second 
period  of  seven  years  commencing  with 
1810  and  ending  with  1816,  the  charge 
occasioned  by  the  supplementary  loan  in 
1 810,  will  be  133,333/.;  in  181 1, 106,666/* ; 
and  will  then    increase  progressively  in 
each  year,  till  in  I8I6,  640,000/.  wHl  be 
wanted.      For    these    charges    provision 
might  be  made  by  raising  taxes  to  the 
amount  required  in  each  year ;  hot  as  thia 
mode  might  have  the  appearance  of  a  de^ 
sire  to  shift  the  burthen  from  the  earlier  sp 
as  to  make  it  fall  with  disproportioiied 
pressure  on  the  latter  years  of  the  period, 
it  has  been  thought  more  advisable  to  take 
an  average  in  order  that  the  prettore  may 
be  evenly  diffused  over  the  sarface  of  the 
seven  years.    The  result  of  this  average  is, 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  sum 
of  293,000/*  annually  by  new  taxes,  for 
the  period  of  seven  years,  from  1810  to 
lgl7. — I  am  confident,  sir,  that  the  com- 
mittee participates  with  me  the  satisfacr 
tion  I  feel  at  being  enabled  to  make  so 
satisfactory   a   statemeot*     That  at  this 
time,  sir,  at  the  commencement  of  Uie 
fifth  ^ear  of  a  war,  the  most  expensive 
in  its  progress  and  the  most  important  in 
its  consequences  that    this  country   hif$ 
ever  carried  ou,  we  have  iu  our  hands  the 
means  of  providing  for  an  annual  extra* 
ordinary  expenditure  of  32,000,000/»  withr 
out  imposing  any  additional  burthen  for 
the  next  three  years,  and  with  on)y  the 
comparatively  trifling  addition  of  299,000/f 
annually  for  the  seven  subsequent  years,  is 
surely  a  statement  of  which  the  bouse  and 
the  country  may  he  justly  proud.     And  I 
trust,  sir,  that  I  shail  not  incur  the  charge 
of  being  too  sanguine  in  my  expectations, 
when  i  state  my  belief  that  this  annual  ad- 
dition of  893,000/.  will  in  all  probability 
be  considerably  diminished  by  tlie  spring, 
which  win  be  given  to  consumption  by  the 
relief  afforded  to  the  public  from  addif 
tbnal  taxation,  and  which  will  operate  to 
the  increase  of  the  existing  reveane,  and 
by  the  farther  increase  in  the  prod^ice  of 
the  existing  revenue  arising  from  improve^ 
ments  in  tbe  mode  of  collifction,  which 
the  rfsYmf  trom  additional  taxatioti    wil| 
tend  greatly  to  facilTtate.««-It  is,  bowrver, 
saffi(t«fnt  to  bava  sliawfi,  tbuM  provhioD^ 
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mtty  be  made  for  Wn  years  continuance  of 
w»r«  withoat  imposing  taixes  in  any  one 
year  to  a  greater  amount  than  I  have  al- 
ready stated.    And  it  must  again  be  re> 
sqarked,  that  if  peace  shoald  occor  al  an 
either  period  than  the  ten  years  here  sop- 
posed,  the  burthens  vvould  of  course  be 
proportioiially    cHminished ;    no    further 
suppletneotary  loans  wonld  then  be  requi- 
red ;  the  portions  of  war  taxes  then  pled, 
ged  would  gradually  Tall  in ;  those  not 
pledged  ought  at  once  be  repealed,  and 
other  resources  would  present  themselves 
fbr  affording  ease  to  all  our  financial  ope- 
rations.   Having  gone  through  the  two  first 
periods,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  third. 
But  before  1  enter  upon  it,  I  must  beg  leave 
agfun  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commit 
tee,  to  the  Subject  of  the  sinking  fund, 
which  during  this  period  will  become  more 
immediately  applicable  to  the  public  ser- 
vice.     At  the  first  establisbment  of  the 
sinking  fund,  the  amount  appropriated  to 
the  reduction  of  the  debt  bore  so  sffiall  a 
proportion  to  the  total  capital  of  the  debt, 
and  to  the  general  extent  of  our  money 
transactions,  that  it  might  hardly  have  ap- 
peared necessary  to  take  any  precautions 
for  preventing  the  inconveniences  which 
might  at  a  future  period  arise  from  the  too 
•rapid  reduction  of  the  debt,  and  too  great 
accumulation  of  floating  capital    in  the 
money  market.    Yet,  with  a  view  both  to 
these  inconveniences,  and  to  the  holding 
out  a  prospect  of  some  relief  to  the  public 
from  taxes  within  a  moderate  distance  of 
tifue,  the  accnmulation  of  the  sinking  fund 
at  compound  interest  was  limited  to  the 
extent  of  4,000,000^,  and  after  it  should 
have  reached  that  sum  (which  it  was  then 
computed  would  take  place  about  1808)  it 
was  thenceforward  to  be  applied  to  that 
extent  only,  leaving  the  accruing  surplus  at 
the  disposal  of  parliament.— 'Die  reasons 
which  indiiced  Mr»  Pitt  to  fix  this  limita^ 
tioQ  are  obvious.    I  need    hardly  press 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  committee, 
all  the  evils  likely  to  result  from  allowing 
the  sinking  fudd  to  accumulate  without 
any  limit ;  for  the  nation  would  be  expo- 
sed by  that  accumulation  to  the  mischief  of 
having  a  large  portion  of  capital  taken  at 
o&ce  out  of  the  market  without  any  ade* 
quate  means  of  applying  it,  which  would 
of  course  be  deprived  of  its  value.    Itiis 
eiHl»mu8t  apb^ar  so  serious  to  any  man 
who  contemjilates  iU  character,  that  I  have 
no  docrbt  it  Will  be  felt,  however  paradox- 
led  it  tnay  seem,  th»i  dm  tedmiqptioii  of 


the  whole  national  debt  at  once  woold  be 
productive    of    something    like    tmtional 
bankruptcy,  for  the  capital  being  returned 
suddenly  into   the  hands  of  the   holder, 
witiiout  anjr  means- of  disposing  of-  it,  that 
capital  would  be  equivalent  almost  to  nb- 
thing,  while  the  interest  he  had  before 
derived  from  it  would  be  altogether  extin* 
guished.    The   other  evils  which  woold 
arise  from,  and  wluefa  most  serve  to  de« 
monstrate  the  mischievoufl  eonaequence  of, 
a  prompt  discharge  of  the  national  debt, 
I  shall  shew  presently «*«»DificTent  arrange* 
ments  were  adopted  in  the  fbrther  pro« 
visions  made  on  the  iubject  of  the  sinking 
fund  in  179S  and  in  180^.    By  the  first  the 
stoking  fund  of  one  per  cent,  which  was 
thenceforward  to  be  provided   for  eveiy 
new   loan,   was   made  to  accumulate  at 
compound  interest  until  the  whole  pf  the 
debt  created  by  such  new  loan  should  be 
extingtfished.      And    by  the  second  ar- 
rangement all  the  various  sinking   fundf 
existing  in  1802  were  consolidnted,   and 
the  whole  were  appropriated  to  accumtt- 
late  at  compound  interest,  ontil  the  dh* 
charge  of  the  whole  of  the  debt,  also^  ex- 
isting in  1802.    But  the  debt  created  since 
1802,  amounting  to  about  100,000,009/. 
of  nominal  capital,  is  still  left  subject  to 
tlie  conditions  of  the  act  of  1799 f  which  pro- 
vides for  each  separate  loan  a  sinking  fund 
of  only  one  per  cent,  on  the  nominal  capi- 
tal.-—The  plan  of  1 802,  engrafted  on  the  for* 
mer  acts  of  1786  and  1792,  provided  for  the 
still  more  speedv  extinction  of  the  debt 
to  which  it  apphed.    But  it  would  post* 
pone   all  relief  from  the  public  burthens 
to   a   very  distant  period  (computed  in 
1602  to  be  from  1834  to    1844);  and  it 
would  throw  such  large  and  dispropor-- 
tioned  sums  intb  the  money  market  in  the 
latter,  years  of   its  operation,    as  might 
produce  a  very  dangerous  depreciation  of 
the  value  of  money.     Many  inconvenien- 
ces might  also  arise   from   the  sudden 
stop  which  would  be  put  to  the  i^pplication 
of  those  sums  when  the  whole  debt  should 
have    been  redeemed,   and  from  the   no 
less   sudden    change  in  the  price  of  all 
commodities  which  must  follow  from  ta« 
king  off  at  one  and   the  same   moment, 
taxes  to  an  extent  probably  then  much  ex« 
ceeding  30,000.000/.    The  fate  of  mer- 
chants,  manufacturers,    mechanics,     and 
every  description  of  dealers,  in  such  aa 
event,  ^must  be  contempkted  by   every 
thinkmg  man  with  alaim ;  and  this  applies 
to  my  observation  i^pecti&g  a  national 
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bankruptcy,  for  should  the  oatioDal  deht 
he  discharged,  and  such  a  weight  of  tax* 
alien  taken  off  al  once,  al]  the  goods  re- 
maining on  hand  would  be«  comparatively 
speaking,  of  no  value  to  the  holders,  be- 
cause having  been  purchased  or  manu&c- 
tared  while  such  taxation  prevailed,  tbey 
must  he  undersold  by  all  those  who  might 
manufacture  the  same  kind  of  goods  after 
such  ^xation  had  ceased.    These  objec- 
tions were  foreseen,,  and  to  a  certain  de- 
gree acknowledged,  at  the  time  when  the 
^ct  of  1S02  was  passed:  and  it  was  then 
answered,  that  whenever  the  danger  ap- 
proached, it  might  be  obviated  by  subse 
quent   arrangements. — ^It  appears,  there- 
£)re,  highly  desirable  that  a  plan  should 
he  adopted  which  may  remedy  these  in- 
conveniences,  if  it  can  be  done  without 
injury  either  to  the  present  or  future  in. 
lerests  6(  the  stock-holders,  and  without 
retarding    the  discharge  of  the  existing 
public    debt    beyond  the    period  already 
prescribed  by  parliament.    This  it  is  con- 
ceived may  be  effected  by  rendering  the 
5>peration  pf  the  sinking  fund  more  equal 
}fx  its  progress,  by  increasing  its  present 
powers,   and  by  diffusing  over  a  greater 
number  of  years  these  extensive  effects 
whicb  would,  according  to  the  present 
system,  be  Gon6ned  to  the  very   last  pe- 
riod of  its  operation. — ^I'he  arrangements 
proposed  for  this  purpose  are  founded  in 
part  on  calculations  drawn  from  the  in* 
creased  benefit  which  will  have  been  gi- 
ven to  the  stockholder,  by  applying  a  sink- 
ing fund  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  money 
capita],  instead  of  ope  per  cent,  on  the 
nominal  capital,  to  so  large  a  proportion 
of  the  loans  of  the  first  ten  years.    It  is 
proposed  in  return  for  this  advantage,  that 
>vli^n  the  present  sinking  fund  shall  have 
80  accuniulated  as  to  exceed  in  its  amount 
the   interest  pf  such  part  of  the  present 
debt  as  shall  then  remain  unredeemed,  the 
excesses  of  the  sinking  fund  above  the  in- 
terest shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  parlia- 
ment :  but  that  these  excesses  shall  never 
be  made  available  to    such  an  extent  as 
would  either  prevent  the  redemption  of  a 
sum  .equal  to  the  now  existing  debt,  in  as 
short  a  period  as  the  same  wpuld  be  paid 
off  by  the  operation  of  the  present  system, 
or  postpone  the  final  redemption  of  any 
future  loan  beyond    the    45    years  limi- 
ted for  thqt  purpose  by  thd  act  of  1792. 
And  in  this  way  a  considerable  increased 
advantage  is  given  to  the  stockholder.    By 
tlie  qpefatioi)  of  the  proposed  |)lau  a  lar- 


ger sinking  fund  will  be  applied  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  present  debt,  until  the 
period  of  its  final  extinction^  than  wouki 
have  been  applied  during  the  same  period 
by  the  effect  of  the  present  system.    An 
amount  also  equal  to  the  present  debt  will 
be*redeeined  at  a  much  earlier  period  by 
the  proposed  plan,  than  by  the  existing 
system;   and  au  amount  equal  to  all  fu- 
ture loans  to  be  raised  according  to  this 
plan  during  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
will,   in  any  supposition  of  a. rise  in  the 
funds,    always  be  redeemed  very  consi- 
derably within  45    years  from  the  date 
of  the  creation  of  every  such   loan.    It 
will  easily  be  seen  that  the  result  will  in 
any  case  be  that  of  a  full  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  t^e  act  of  1792.    Thus 
will  parliament  be  enabled  to  afford  ease 
to  the  public,  and  relief  from  taxation,  in 
conformity  to  the  principle  of  the  act  of 
1/86,  without  violating  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree, the  principles  of  the  subsequent  acts 
of  17P2  and  1$02,  or  trenching  upon  any 
right  or  interest  enjoyed  by  the  public  cre- 
ditor.—It  remains  now  to  shew  what  will 
be    the  periods  at  which  these  arrange- 
ments will  come  in  aid  of  the  means  of 
defraying    the  public  expenditure  during 
the  third  period  of  10  years,  supposing  the 
war  so  long  to  continue.    The  provision . 
made  for  the  first  and  second  periods,  is 
independent  of  any  measure  respecting  the 
excesses  of    the    present    smking    fund. 
Those  excesses  will  not,  according  to  this 
plan,  become  available  in  respect  of  the 
present  debt  till  the  beginning  of  1817. 
In  respect  of  the  debt  created  by  the  new 
supplementary  loans,  the  excesses  will  not 
be  available  until  their  sinking  fund  of  one 
per  cent,  on  the  nominal  capital,  shall  have 
accumulated  to  an  amount  equsd  to  the  in- 
terest of  such  part  of  those  loans  as  shall 
then  be  unredeemed.     The  whole  sinking 
fund  created  in  respect  of  the  debt  char- 
ged up6n  the  war  taxes,  must  of  course 
during  the  war  be  applied  invariably  to 
the  redemption  of  that  debt,  in  order  to 
effect  its  extinction  within  the  period  of 
14  years,    as    above    explained,  and    to 
set  free  such  portions  of  those  taxes  as 
must  be  eipplied  ito  the  charge   of  fresh 
loans  to  be  raised  in  the  same  manner  so 
long  as  the  war  shall  continue.     No  ex- 
cesses of  the  war  sinkmg  fund  could  there- 
fore be  available  during  the  war,  but  on  the 
return  of  peace  there  could  be  no  objec. 
tion  to  the  consolidation  of  the  war  sinking 
fund  with  the  sipking  fund  of  the  present 
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debt,  and  to  the  leaving  at  the  ({isposal  of 
parliament  the  excesses  of  such  sinking 
fund,  so  consolidated,  above  the  interest  of 
the  war  debt,  and  of  the  present  debt« 
^hich  would  in  like  nianner,  be  consolida. 
ted  for  this  purpose. — ^These  distinctions 
between  present  debt,  war  debt,  and 
supplementary  debt,  are  however,  meant 
to  be  preserved,  only,  by  keeping  se- 
parate accounts  of  the  payments  made 
fronj  each  of  the  sinking  funds  ;  in  order 
that  the  operation  of  the  plan  may  dis- 
tinctly appear.  But  it  is  intended  that 
in  practice  the  whole  of  the  present  debt 
shall  be  considered  as  forming  one  general 
mass  of  debt,  with  the  future  war  debts  and 
supplementary  debts,  as  they  are  succes- 
sively incurred ;  and  that  the  different 
sinking  funds  shall  be  applied  by  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reduction  of  the  na- 
tional debt  indiscriminately  to  the  purchase 
of  any  part  of  these  debts.  From  what  has 
been  said,  it  will  easily  be  seen  that  this 
plan  will  effectually  provide  for  the  present 
expenditure,  during  the  whole  of  the  se- 
cond series  of  ten  years.  I  have  already 
mentioned,  that  with  respect  to  the  pre- 
sent debt  the  excess  of  sinking  fuad  above 
interest,  calculated  on  the  present  price  of 
stocks,  will  become  available  in  the  year 
'  1817  :  But  the  whole  of  these  excesses  will 
not  on  that  calculation  be  wanted  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  this  plan,  even  sup- 
posing the  continuance  of  the  war  for  the 
whole  of  the  second  series.  A  part  only 
need  on  that  supposition  be*  taken  in  each 
year,  and  the  remainder  will  be  carried  as 
at  present  in  aid  of  the  accumulation  of  the 
sinking  fund.  The  result  of  this  opera- 
tion, with  respect  to  these  ten  years  will 
then  be,  (supposing  the  war  to  continue  so 
long)  that  no  new  taxes  whatever  will  be 
required  in  the  whole  of  this  period.  It 
appears  hardly  necessary  to  carry  these 
calculations  beyond  the  supposition  of  SO 
years  continuance  of  the  present  war»  But 
to  any  one  who  considers  the  effect  which 
must  be  produced  on  our  finances  by  the  in- 
termediate operations  here  described,  and 
by  the  proportion  which  the  sinking  fund 
will  then  bear  to  the  unredeemed  debt,  it 
must  be  obvious  that  after  that  period  no 
considerable  financial  difficulty  is  likely  to 
arise.— -I  shall  now,  sir,  proceed  to  that 
point,  which,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge 
from  the  feeling  expressed  when  I  before 
stated  the  circumstance,  will  prove  an  ar- 
ticle of  most  satisfactory  information  to 
the  committee,  viz.  to  explain  the  mode  by 


which  we  shall  be  enabled  to  release  the 
Property  tax,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term 
for  which  it  is  already  pledged,  that  is,  at 
the  end  of  six  nionths  from  the  ratification 
of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  I  have  al- 
ready shewn  that  the  amount  of  war  taxes 
pledged  in  the  next  seven  years  wilhbe 
9,MO,000/.  a  sum  which  it  may  be  rea- 
sonably expected  the  war  duties  of  excise 
and  customs  will  be  sufficient  to  supply. 
Should  peace  therefore  take  place  in  the 
course  of  seven  years  from  the  present  time, 
no  part  of  the  property  tax  will  have  been 
pledged.  Should  peace  take  place  between 
the  end  of  the  seventh-  and  of  the  tenth 
year  from  the  present  time,  that  is,  betv^recn 
January  1S14,  and  January  1817,  part  of 
the  property  tax  will  have  been  applied  to 
the  purposes  of  this  plan,  but  it  may  be 
released  immediately  on  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  by  extending  that  principle  to  the 
excesses  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  war  debt 
which  i  have  already  stated  it  is  intended 
to  apply  to  the  excesses  of  the  present 
sinking  fund.  In  1817,  the  excesses  of  the 
present  sinking  fund  begin  to  arise,  and 
when  combined  with  the  excesses  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  of  the  war  debt  will  be  amply  suf* 
ficient  to  redeem,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
any  part  of  the  property  tax  that  may  have 
been  pledged. — ^From  the  length  to  which 
my  observations  have  already  extended,  I 
feel  very  reluctant  farther  to-  take  up  the 
time  of  the  committee;  but  I  must  beg 
leave  to  trespass  upon  their  attention,  while 
I  briefly  recapitukte  the  heads  of  the  sys- 
tem, which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  de- 
tailing to  them. — We  shall,  in  the  first  place, 
by  this  plan  be  enabled  to  provide  for  an 
extraordinary  expenditure  of  32,000,000/. ; 
(and  here  1  wish  most  particularly  to  im- 
press upon  the  minds  of  the  committee,  that 
the  plan  I  have  submitted  undertakes  to  pro- 
vide only  for  an  expenditure  of  32,000,000/f  t 
should  any  further  charge  arise,  tha.t  charge 
must  under  this,  as  under  any  other  system ' 
of  finance,  be  productive  of  additional 
burthens ;)  but,  sir,  we  shall  by  this  pla& 
be  enabled  to  provide  for  an  annual  extra* 
ordinary  expenditure  of  32,900,000/.  with- 
out imposing  any  additional  burthen  oft 
the  public  for  the  liext  three  years,  and 
should  the  war  so  long  contintie,  for  the 
seven  subsequent  years  to  that  period,  with 
the  compartiveiy  trifling  addition  to 
the  taxe»,  of  293,000/.  annually;  but 
should  tlie  war  be  still  further  protracted, 
should  it  even  continue  for  teti'  y^brs  be- 
yond the  two  periods  I  have  already  men- 
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tioiMdy  we  ihaU  Iwive  tbe  meaai  of  proTi. 
diag  for  an  eiq^eiiditure  of  92,000,000/. 
intheut  ioiponog  on  tbe  public  any  addi- 
tioDai  borthen  at  all.  And  this  nliei;  air, 
vill  be  obtained  without  the  least  injury  to 
tbeintamet  of  the  atock-bolder ;  on  thecon- 
tmrjp,  an  addition  will  be  made  to  the  sink* 
jng  fund  even  in  the  present  year;  an 
Mttonnt  equal  to  the  present  unredeemed 
debt  will  be  more  speedily  redeemed ;  the 
lifoportion  which  the  sinking  fund  bears  to 
the  unredeemed  debt,  and  on  which  the 
period  of  the  redemption  of  that  debt  de- 
pends will  be  increased ;  and  by  a  more 
equal  distribution  of  the  powers  of  the 
sinking  fund,  those  inconveniencies  will 
1)e  avoided  which  would  necessarily  arise 
firom  the  too  great  influx  of  money  into  the 
market  in  the  latter  years  of  its  operation. 
It  is  true  indeed,  sir,  that  a  part  of  tbe  war 
iaxeswill  be  pledged  beyond  the  war,  bat 
1  have  already  shewn  that  the  property 
lax  may  under  any  circumstances  be  re- 
tessed  at  the  and  of  six  months  from  the 
jratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace, 
and  by  the  application  of  tbe  excesses  of 
.the  sinking  funds  of  the  present  and  war 
jdebts  as  tbay  arise,  the  release  of  the  other 
war  taxes  snll  be  considefably  accelerated 
«»^ch,  sir,  is  the  proposed  pkn  of  Finance 
which  bis  m^jest/s  ministers  have  thought 
deserving  of  the  serious  attention  of  tbe 
liQuse ;  a  plan  resting  on  a  foumiation,  the 
4mlidity  and  strength  of  which  has  been 
proved  by  experience  on  tbe  great  re- 
.aources  of  -the  country ;  on  the  increased 
jind  increasing  operation  of  the  fund  for 
the  redemption  of  tbe  national  debt ;  on 
thcrapproved  principle  of  raising  the  greater 
partof  tbe  supplies  within  the  year,  carried 
Jto  the  extent  to  which  it  was  last  year,  and 
above  all,  on  the  constancy  of  a  people  re- 
halved  .to  omit  jno  exertion ;  to  be  dismayed 
Joy  JE>o  difficulty,. and  to  shrink  from  no  pri- 
«aUon,  which  oan  be  called  ior  by  the  bo- 
AQur^and  interesls  of  their  country. — ^The 
jpropositiotts  which  I  have  had  the  honour 
^aubnutting  to  the  house,  however  i«- 
4ioesabk  it  may  be  to  guard  against  tfae«f- 
jwcts  of  chaoce,  and  the  mutabUity  of 
ffventStiiMPe  nscommsaded  by  (be  aioetjpo- 
mAro  JMipcriaaee,  and  dffpend  iq^on  causes 
Adiiah  have  baen  afapeady  ascertained  to  be 
fOonstant  4uid  ataady  40  itbeir  «iperAtiob. 
if  tb^aootself  tban(be«iio^ie^enable;  if 
itbe  raasoMMg  bejnst.^  tf  the  caloulations 
juid*ifaaitf  tstiauld  :be>foimid  nqenception- 
jM^  m»  me  justified  in  ileoking,  if  not 
4wlikptfitaiB^ty»4>t  legit  wifch  oaofidence,  to 


the  advantages  which  it  ofiers.--Iniportaiit 
as  the  advantifges  are  which  this  plan  pre^ 
sents,  bolb  in  the  present  relief  which  ,it 
8A>rds  in  m  season  of  great  and  unprece- 
dented diflicuhy^  and  in  the  prevention  of 
those  future  evils  which  the  unlimited 
operation  of  the  sinking  fund  must  ulti- 
mately occasion,  yet  its  principal  b^efit 
consists  in  the  impression  which  it  must 
make  both  m  this  country  and  out  of  it» 
where  it  will  be  seen  that  without  any  fur- 
ther material  pressure  on  the  resources  of 
the  country,  and  by  a  perseverance  aafy  in 
its  wonted  exertions,  parliament  now  finda 
itself  enabled  to  meet  with  confidence  all 
the  exigencies  of  the  present  war,  to  what^ 
ever  period  its  continuance  may  be  neces* 
sary,  for  maintaining  the  honour  aad  inder 
pendence  of  tbe  empire."^Our  enemy  in* 
deed  may  still  continue  to  cousider  our 
subjugation  practicable,  while  he  thinks 
our  resources  for  war  can  be  exhausted  ; 
what  neither  diplomatic  artifice^  nor  mill* 
tary  power  have  been  able  to  accomplish, 
he  may  still  look  forward  to  as  the  result 
of  tbe  continued  and  aggravated  pressure 
of  taxation :  but  here  too  we  possess  the 
means  of  parrying  tbe  mortal  blow,  and 
defeating  the  favourite  pursuit  of  insatiable 
ambition.  If  ho  interval  of  repose  is  to  be 
allowed  to  the  hamssed  world,  unless  ao> 
companied  by  humiliation  and  by  send* 
tude ;  if  new  schemes  of  aggression,  con- 
quest, and  tyranny,  are  still  to  desolate 
Europe,  it  will  be  found  that  Great  Bri- 
tain wants  not  tbe  means  to  maintain  the 
contest  to  the  last;  that  her  resistance  will 
be  proportioned  to  tbe  efibrts  that  are  em.* 
ployed  to  subdue  her,  and  her  exertiuna 
unremitted  till  peace  can  be  obtained  in 
consistency  with  her  honour^  her  securi^, 
and  her  independence.  God  forbid,  sir, 
that  any  Uiing  coming  from  me  should  be 
so  fiir  misconstrued  or  misunderstood  as  to 
convey  an  impression  that  I  meant  to  coik> 
tend  that  any  situation  however  prosperous, 
any  system  of  finance  however  plaaaibley 
any  temptation  to  war,  if  -such  teaspUtiou 
could  be  suf^sed  for  ta  moment  to  existf 
should  lead  us  to  protract  its  evils  longer 
than  we  may  be  compelled  to  do  bjihe 
injustice  of  ounenemy.  <Far  from  me  ba 
any  such  assertion  or  any  such  idea.  ILst 
our  enemy  employ  bis  power  in  4e8tnie* 
lion,  if  Itsball  cdntittus  to  be  ao^Bormitied ; 
to  us.it  bakmgs  to  nse^tbeiBeaaa  wiifh  vdiicli 
we  are  ^entrusted  to  protect  and  io  aave^slo 
deisnd  ourselves  from  this  wide-speeadiiQg 
pestileaoBy^and. to  support  ^AaeeAo  jmhom 
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oar  assistance  may  yet  be  useful.     Dis- 
elaimring  therefore  every  idea  of  eoYployiog 
the  resources  we  possess  to  protract  the 
evils  of  war,  dierclaimiDg  entirely  any  in- 
tention to  assert  that  an  improved  System 
of  finance  ought  to  operate  as  a  motive  to 
impair  the  resolution  to  which  I  trust  we 
$hall  invariably  adhere,  of  earnestly  and  in- 
dustriously embracing  every  occasion  that 
may  serve  to  restore  to  the  veorld  the  bless- 
ings of  peace,  I  may  yet  be  allowed  to  say 
.that  it  will  be  not  a  little  satisfactory  to 
reflect  that  if  we  should  again  fail  in  our 
future,  as  we  h»ve  failed  in  our  past  at- 
jtempts  to  accomplish  that  great  work,  we 
have  amply  the  means  of  continuing  the 
war,    if  war  shall  be    unavoidable.       If 
nothing  can  bring  our  enemy  to  modera* 
.tion^ — if  nothing  will  satisfy  him   short  of 
the  destruction  of  all  that  remains  of  inxk- 
^endence  in  Europe,  it  is  consoling  to  re- 
ject that  if  we  cannot  at  once  subdue  our 
present  difficulties,  we  may  at  least  sur- 
vive  them.    (Heat!  hear fJ^By  combi- 
ning and  ap^ying  the  great  resources  which 
the  state  of  the  country  now  affords,  we 
naay  at  least  hope  from  our  efforts,  that 
ii  the  devouring  flame  which  already  has 
laid  waste  the  fairest  portions  of  the  world, 
should  be  still  permitted  to  spread  itsde- 
structive  influence,    blasting  all    that   it 
reaches,  and  threatening  all  that  it  ap- 
proaches, we,  through  Ihe  excellence  of 
the  institutions  under  which  we  live,  and 
the  tossing  and   protection  of  an-  over- 
tuling  Providence,  may  walk  unhurt  amidst 
the  conflagration,    and   transmit  to  our 
posterity  and  the   descendants  of   those 
CODtittentai  nations*  which  have  been  ac- 
customed to  look  and  may  again  look  to  us 
as  tbc  last  bulwark  and  defence  of  liberty 
and  law,  when  invaded  by  tyranny  and  vio- 
lence, the  most  important  and  sacred  trust 
that  it  wasr  ev^V  tlie  lot  of  man  to  guard 
and  preserve,  the  splendid  inheritance  we 
have  diarived  from  our  ancestors,  the  un- 
diminished glory  and  independence  of  our 
coiuBti^,  and  last  and  best  of  all,  thb  pure 
and  ansullied  faith  and  honour  of  the  Bri. 
tish  eliarateter  and  name. — The  noble  lord 
concluded  with  laying  the  following  Reso- 
&llmir  an  the  table,  ai^d  proposed  that  the 
eoDeideratton  of  them  should^be' adjourned 
liilr  WWdteesday  te'nnight : 
Rbso&otIqvs* 
I.  ^  That  the  several dutieBofcastbms 
gwmted  to  his  majesty  by  4S  Geo;-  ilF.  o. 
76,  by  44i  Geo.  III.  c.  53,  and  by  the  4$ 
0«io«  IH.  c*  39,  and  also  tba  several  du- 
Voi..  Vllt 


ties  of  excise  granted  to  his  majesty  by  tb 
49  Geo.  III.  c.  81,  and  by  the  46  Geo»  III 
c.  42,  shall  be  further  granted  and  contif 
nued,  and  shall  be  payable  in  such  pro« 
portions,  and  for  such  further  terms  as 
may  be  directed  by  any  act  or  acts  of  par** 
liament  hereafter  to  be  passed  for  defraw* 
ing  th6' change  of  aity  k>acn  or  loans  taf  d6' 
charged  thereupon  in  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say : — ^Thaton  every 
loan  to  be  raised  on  the  credit  of  the  sud 
several  ddtiies,  or  any  of  them,  and  charged 
thereupon,  there  shall  be  set  apart,  out 
of  the  produce  of  the  said  duties  and  apr*- 
propriated  to  the  consolidated  fund  of 
Great  Britain,  an  annual  som  equal  to 
ten  pounds  per  ceaftum  on  the  amount  Of 
.the  sum  to  be  raised'  by  every  such  loan, 
ou^  of  which  annual  sum  the  interest  and 
charges  of  the  management  of  socfa  loaa 
shall,  in  the  first  iustahce,  be  defrayed,- 
and  a  sum  equal  to  the  residue  tfa^redf 
shali  be  paid  in  each  year,  by  e'qua^quar* 
terly  payments,  into  the  Bank  of  Englandi^ 
and  placed  to  the  account  of  the  commissi^' 
oners  for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debf^ 
and  shall  be  by  them  applied  in  the  pur- 
chase or  redemption  of  such  public  annuf- 
ties,  charged  on  the  consolidated  fuifti  of 
Great  Britain,  a»  thley  afhall  deem  moat 
expedient,  until  by  theoperatioo  thereof  aft 
amount  of  capital  i^tock  of  such  annuities, 
equal  to  the  capital  stoek  created  in  con^: 
.sequence  of  every  such  loan  respectively, 
shall  have  biSen  purchased  or  redeemed ; 
and  that  whenever  and  so  soon  as  such  . 
amount  of  ea^ital  stock  shall  have  b«en' 
so  purchased  or  redeemed,  the  afor^aid 
annual  ^urashall  be  at  the  disposal  of  par- 
liament.'' 

II.  ''  That  the  several*  duties  Ranted  to 
bis*  majesty  on  the  profits  arising  from  pro^ 
perty,  professions,  trades,  and  offices,-  b^ 
the  acts  of  43  Geo.  III.  c.  12!2,  45  Geo; 
III.  c.  15,  and  4f5  Geo^  IIL-ftj,  shell  be 
applicable  in  like  manner  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  any  such  loan  or  loana^  so  long 
as  tiie  said  dutiesf  shall  continue  payable  by 
virtue  of  the  said  acts,  add  nolon^r." 

III.  *<  That  the  total  amount  of  any  loatai 
or  loans  to  be  so  raised  and  charged  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  1^,000,000^  in  aay 
one  yeBLV,  or  of  910,000,000/.  within  I4k 
years  fromcthir  tine.'* 

IV.  *^  That  anyi^Htherorsupplementsn^ 
loan  or  lomsf  which  may  be  necessary  br 
the  service  of  any  year  beyond  the  loan  et 
loaa#  so  charged  aa  aforesaid  on  any  oi 
the  setidral  di^a  atiotve^raentioncd'  dhaU 
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be  raised  on  sach  terms,  and  subject  to 
'such  conditions  of  redemption  as  are  hei^- 
tnafter  specified,  videlicet,  that  an  annual 
sum,  equal  to  one  per  cent«  on  the  capital 
stock  created  in  respect  of  every  such  sup- 
plementary loan,  shall  be  issued  in  equal 
Quarterly  payments  to  the  commissioners 
tdx  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt ;  or 
that  other  provisions  shall  be  made  by  par- 
liament for  redeeming  the  same  within  45 
vears  from  its  creation;  and  every  such 
:  loan  may  be  charged  upon  any  duties  to 
be  hereafter  granted  or  appropriated  by 
^parliament  for  such  purpose,  or  on  any 
temporary  annuities  which  may  expire,  and 
become  applicable  by  parliament,  con- 
formably to  the  provisions  of  an  act  made 
in  the42d  of  Geo.  III.  c.71." 

V.  **  That  in  consideration  of  the  large 
amount  which  by  the  effect  of  the  foregoing 
Resolutions  will  be  applicable  to  the  re< 
demption  of  the  National  Debt,  beyond 
4he  sums  which,  in  consequence  of  any 
Jaw  now  in  force,  would  be  applicable 
thereto;  it  is  reasonable  and  expedient 
.that  the  provisions  of  an  act  32  Geo.  III. 
<:.  55^  so  far  as  relates  to  the  redemption 
of  the  several  public  funds  created  or  to 
be  created  subsequent  to  the  year  1802, 
-and  aho  that  the  provisioos  of  an  act  42 
Geo.  III.c*  71,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  re« 
demption  of  the  several  public  funds 
•therein  mentioned,  should  be  so  altered 
and  amended  as  may  be  necessary  for  gl- 
oving effectto  the  principles  of  the  said  acts, 
in  such  manner  as  nvay,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  be  most  beneficbl  to  the 
public  interests." 

.  .  VL"  That  it  is  expedieut,  that  whenever 
the  whole  of  the  sums  applicable  to  the 
reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  by  virtue 
^f  any  act  or  acts*  now  in  force,  shall  have 
-accumulated  to  an  annual  amount  exceed- 
ing the  amount  of  the  interest  payable  in  rc- 
spectof  all  such  public  redeemable  annuities, 
created  at  any  time  previous  to  the  5th  day 
of  January,  1807;  as  shall  then  remain 
unredeemed^  the  excess  of  such  annual 
sunls  above  sud^, interest  shall  be  at  the 
disposal  of  paTliamexrt,  and  may  be  made 
applicable  to  the  charge  of  any  loan  or 
loans  thereafter .  to  be  raised  into  such 
other  -public  service  as  parliament  may 
direct,  but  in  such  manner  and  to  such  ex- 
tent only  as  shall  always  leave  an  annual 
sum 
Katie 
part  t 
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at  the  utmost  from  the  said  <td  day  of 
June,  1802;  and  also  sufficient  to  redftera 
*very  part  thereof  created  subsequent  to 
the  sftid  S2d  day  of  June,  1802,  within  45 
years  at  the  utmost  from  the  date  of  its 
creation." 

VII.  **  That  whenever  the  annual  sums 
applicable  to  the  reduction  of  th^  National 
Debt  in  respect  of  any  loan  or  loans  to  be 
charged  as  aforesaid  in  the  several  war  du- 
ties before  mentioned,  shall  exceed  the 
amount  of  the  interest  payable  in  respect 
of  such  part  of  the  capital  stock  created  in 
respect  oi  any  such  loan  or  loans  which 
shall  then  remain  unredeemed,  the  excess 
of  such  annual  sums  above  such  interests 
shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  parliameivt  in 
time  of  peace,  but  not  in  time  of  war,  And 
in  such  manner  and  to  such  extent  only, 
as  that  an  amount  equal  to  the  capital 
stock  created  by  every  such  loan  respec- 
tively shall  always  be  redeemed  Withip  45 
jeascs  from  the  date  of  the  creation  of  su^h 
loan." 

VIII.  "  That  whenever  the  annual  sums 
applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the  National 
Debt,  in  respect  to  any  such  supplementary 
loan  or  loans  as  aforesaid,  shall  exceed 
the  amount  of  the  interest  payable  in  re. 
spect  of  such  part  of  the  capital  stock 
created  in  respect  of  any  such  loan  or  loans 
as  shall  then  remain  unredeemed,,  the  ex* 
cess  of  such  annual  sums  above  such  in- 
terest, shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  parlia- 
ment, but  in  such  manner  and  to  sucii  ex^ 
tent  only  as  that  an  amount  equal  to  the 
capital  stock  created  by  ^very  such  loan 
respectively  shall  always  be  redeemed 
within  45  years  from  the  date  of  the  crea- 
tion of  such  loan." 

IX.  "  That  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  due  execution  of  the  regula- 
tions provided  by  the  above  Resolutions, 
separate  accounts  sliall  be  kept  by  the 
commissioners  for  the  reduction  of  the 
National. Debt,  of  all  public  funds,  or  se- 
curities purchased,  or  redeemed  hy  the 
sums  vested  in  them  by  virtue  of  any  act 
or  acts  now  in  force,  or  by  such  sums  as 
shall  -be  vested  in  them,  in  respect  of  any 
loan  or  loans  charged  on  the  aforesaid  war 
duties,  or  any  of  them,  or  in  respect  of 
any  Supplementary  loan  or  loans  to  be 
raised  as  aforesaid ;  provided  nevertheless^ 
that  the  said  several  sums  may  be  applied 

remise  oif  iuiy 
ies,  as  the  said 
:pedient.''   . 
hall  be  taken. 
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and  laid  before  this  bouse,  of  the  n«t  pro- 
duce of  all  the  perniauent  taxes  for  three 
years,  ending  the  5th  day  of  January, 
1807;  ladding  thereto  an  estimate  of  the 
future  annual  produce  of  such  of  the  said 
taxes  as  have  not  been  in  full  receipt  during 
that  period,  with  an  average  thereof;  and 
if  the  net  produce  of  those  taxes  in  the 
years  ending  the  5th  day  of  January,  1803, 
1809,  and  1810,  shall  in  the  average  of 
those  three  years  exceed  such  former  ave- 
rage, such  excess,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall 
be  at  the  dkposal  of  parliament,  and  ap- 
plicable to  the  charge  of  any  loan  or  loans 
thereafter  to  be  raised,  or  to  such  other 
public  service  as  parliament  shall  direct, 
and  so  on  successively  in  any  future  years, 
if  the  excess  of  such  taxes  on  an  average 
of  three  years  shall  exceed  the  first  ave- 
rage by  more  than  the  amount  of  any  sums 
which  may  then  have  been  charged  there- 
on;  but  if  on  any  sacU  three  years  ave- 
rage there  shall  appear  any  deficiency  below 
such  average,  together  with  such  additional 
charge  aforesaid,  such  deficiency  shall  be 
made  good  by  parliament." 

XL  *^  That  an  account  shall  be  annually 
taken,  and  laid  before  this  house,  of  the  net 
produce  of  the  several  war  duties  afore- 
said, and, upon  an  average  of  three  years, 
fi'om  the  5th  day  of  January,  1807,  the  an- 
nual net  produce  thereof  shall  have  fallen 
short  of  21,000,000/.  Such  deficiency 
shall  be  made  good  by  parliament,  and  so 
on  successively  in  any  subsequent  year, 
in  which  any  loan  or  loans  shall  be  created 
and  charged  thereupon  in  manner  afore- 
said." 

Mr.  Rose  said,  he  would  not  detain  the 
committee  at  present,  as  any  observations 
upon  this  plan  would  come  better  after** 
warxls.  He  only  wished  to  suggest,  that 
the  annuities  which  the  noble  lord  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  means  for  carrying 
this  measure  into  effect,  had  been  already 
actually  applied  by  law  to  the  Sinking 
Fund. 

Lord   Henty  Petty  observed,  that  the 
light  hon.  gent.'s  recollection  failed- him^ 
It  was  true,  that  in  1786  they  had  been  ap7 
plied  as  be  stated,  but  in   1803  they  had 
been   detached  from  this  purpose.^  >  ThQ 
debate  would  more  properly  take  place 
after   the  Resolutions  were  printed  ;  and 
•besides  the  Resolutions,  there  was  a  set  of 
.Tables  illustrative  of  toe  different  forms 
and  modes  in  which  the  plan  he  had  just 
detailed  would  operate,  a^id  of'wbicfa»-al* 
.  tl)ougU  they  cculd^aot  be  regularly  laid  . 

k 


on  the  table  of  the.  house,  he  wouldtake 
care  that  every  member  should  be  provided 
with  a  copy.  [See  Appendix  to  the  present 
volume.]  Conscious  as  he  was,  that  ia 
the  speech  he  had  just  had  the  honour  of 
making  to  the  house,  many  particulars  had 
been  omitted,,  and  many  things  obscurely 
stated,  he.  declared  it  would  give  him  plea- 
sure to  afford  every  possible  information  to 
the  house  on  the  subject* 

Mr.  Johnstone^  although  he  allowed  that 
it  would  be  preferable  to  postpx)ne  the  de-» 
bate  until  after  the  Resolutions  should  be 
printed,  yet  thought  one  short  observation 
necessary ;  because,  if  the  impression  made 
by  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  were  al-« ' 
lowed  to  go  abroad,  the  country  might  bQ 
induced    to  entertain  an  opinion   which 
could  i^ever  be  realized.    The  noble  lord 
had  displayed  great  talents  and  great  elo- 
quence, and  the  display  of  those  talent^ 
and  that  eloquence  had  been  clearly  evia-* 
ced  by  his  leading  the  house,  at  such  a  mOf 
ment  as  the  present,  when  the  Income  tax 
pressed  so  hard  upon  the  necessities -of  the 
people,  and  when  every  alleviatipn  of  the 
burthens  imposed  by  that  tax  had  been  so 
unprecedentedly  and  so  steadily  refused, 
to  listen  to  a  detail  of  the  mischiefs  which 
would  arise  from  the  payment  of  the  na^ 
tional   debt  and  from  the  relief  from  all 
their  taxes.     All  the  noble  lord's  conclu- 
sions  proceeded  on  the  supposition  that 
the  anmia.1  expenditure   of   tlie  country 
woukl  not  exceed  38  millions.     Granthioi 
that,  aud  the  rest  followed.     What  had 
been  the  consequence  of  a  similar  hope 
held   out  at   the   beginning  of  tlje  war, 
namely,  that  the  war  could  be  carried  on 
without  any  increase  of  debt,  by  the  op^ 
ration  of  the  Sinking  Fund  f    He  was  sure 
that  he  should  not  be  suspeqted  of  dero- 
gating from  the  character  and  talents  of 
the  noble  viscount  (Sidmcuth)  then<at  the 
head  o(bis  majesty's  government,  for  whom 
he  entertained  tlie  highest  >  respect ;  but 
undoubtedly  the  result  of  those  expecta- 
tions  was,  that  in  the  fourth  year  of  the 
war,  our  debt  had  increased  50  millions  on 
account  of  £ngland,  and  17  millions  on  a^* 
count  of  Ireland ;  being  at  an  a.verage  rate 
of-  \ 7  millions  .annually.    He.  feared  that 
a  similar  result  would v  follow,  th^  Aoble 
lord's  calculations. .  The  noble  lord,  had 
omitted  to  consider  the  necessaiy  enhancf-^. 
ment  that  m^st  take  place  in ihe. price  of 
every  article  rtsquirqd  fop  the  service  of  the 
country.     He  bad  made  .no  allowance  &* 
thatvirhich  .was  iaevit  abler  the  ^i^u«tiQJ9  S 
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Idle  cimtment,  whick  would  call  for  essen* 
tial  aid  from  this  country.     There  was  ano- 
ther point  which  must  immediately  cause 
the  total  failure  of  the  plan.    This  was  the 
state  of  Ireland.    Jbe  charges  of  a  civil 
liature  in  Ireland  amounted  to  3,800,000/. 
.while  the  whole  receipt  of  the  exchequer 
did  oo.t  exceed  3,670,000/. ;  it  would  there- 
fore be  put  of  the  power  of  Ireland  to  raise 
within  her8.elf  the  interest  of  the  5  millions. 
Jbe  noble  lord  had  totally  omitted  to  no- 
tice wh^t  must  fa^  the  result  when  the  two 
jBxchequers  of  Englan,d  and  Ireland  should 
be  united.    Then  the  whole  of  the  interest 
of  the  5  millions  must  be  raised  in  England, 
as  Ireland  was  unable  to  do  it  within  her- 
self.   Many  other  points  might  be  men- 
tioned, but  these  were  enough  to  induce  the 
house  and  the  country  not  to  be  too  san- 
guine in  their  e;^pectations  of  being  enabled 
^  carry  on  the  war  for  20  years,  without 
incurring  any  additional  burthens.     It  was 
an  e;J!Epectation  that  could  never  be  realized, 
and  the  disappointment  of  the  people  would 
render  tlicm  more  prone  to  complain  of  the 
privatioi^s  to  which  tbey  must  necessarily 
'  be  subject.     }\e  could  not  resist  saying 
ttiese  few  wojrds,  even  under  the  disadvan- 
tage  of  the  igipressiop  that  had  just  been 
made  by  the  noble  lord's  eloquence. 

Lord  H.  Petii/f  alludipg  to  that  part  of 
the  hon.  gent.'s  observations  which  related 
to  Ireland,  paid,  that  the  hon.  gent,  must 
1)0  aware  that  the  finances  of  Ireland  rested 
on  a  footing  totally  distinct  from  those4)r 
]Bngland  $  that  the  system,  therefore,  with 
regard  to  the  war  taxes  could  not  possibly 
$.1  present  extend  to  that  country. 

Mr.  Hifi^  Addington  observed,  that  after 
the  able  speech  of  his  noble  friend,  he  would 
not  hav<e  troubled  thp  bouse  had  it  {lot  been 
for  the  allusion  to  his  noble  relation » made 
by  the  hon.  gent.  |iis  noble  rel^tioi)  had 
Only  said,  that  supposing  the  e^enditure 
pot  to  exceed  26  millions,  the  wa)*  Q|ig}it 
be  carried  on  without  additional  taxes. 
This  he  had  before  stated  in  answer  to  the 
bon.  gent,  who  had,  on  a  former  occasion, 
brought  the  same  charge  against  his  noble 
felatioB. 

Mr.  Fameii,  In  the  absenee  of  an  hon. 
baronet  (sir  J*  Newport )y  who  badl  been 
eoaafpelled  by  indisposition  to  leave  the 
bouse,  d(9clared,  that  owing  to  the  exer- 
*  lions  ma4e  in  Ireland  during  the  last  year, 
the  reyeBue  of  that  country  had  been  in- 
creased half  a  million.  A  few  years  agq 
Ike  revenue  of  Ireland  was  little  more  than 
t  miUtoft ;  \i  aqw  amounted  tp  nearly  iouif 


millions.    The  increasing  tr^de,  and  the 

abolition  of  iojurious  restrictions,  would 
probably  soon  augn^ent  this  revenue,  and 
make  the  annual  income  of  Ireland  bear 
the  same  proportion  to  lier  auauai  expen- 
diture, as  the  annual  income  of  Great 
Britain  did  to  her  annual  expenditure. 

Mr.  Corry^  from  the  experience  he  had 
in  Irish  finance,  was  also  of  opinion  that 
they  were  in  a  very  promising  state.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  hon.  gent* 
ought  to  be  more  guarded  in  bis  expres* 
sions,,lest  be  si^ould  convey  a  wrong  im- 
pression on  tbe  public  mind*  The  noble 
lord,  whose  statements  were  so  clear,  and 
who  had  opened  a  plan  which  would  be 
satisfactory  to  all  the  world,  excepi  \^f 
common  enemy  of  all,  had  justly  observed, 
that  his  system  was  not  applicable  to  Irer 
land  at  present,  whatever  it  might  be  a& 
terwardsy 

Mr.  Joknsiont  meant  no  reflection  on  the 
management  of  the  Irish  finances.  As  to 
the  prediptipn  pf  lord  Sidmoutb,  bis  argu« 
ment  still  held  good,  for  that  noble  lord 
had  assumed  that  the  expenditure  would 
not  gp  beyond  26  millions,  and  tbe  noble 
lord  opposite  also  assumed  that  it  would 
not  gOgbeyond  36  millions.  Xhe  groundf 
of  the  former  prediction  had  failed,  and 
so  might  those  of  tbe  present.— -The  chair? 
man  then  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again  on  Monday  se'nnight* 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Monday  f  Febntary  2. 
[Minutes.]  Qn  the  motion  of  thje 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  thapks  of 
the  house  were  ordered  to  be  given  to  the 
bishop  pf  St.  David's  for  his  sermon 
preached  before  the  house  at  Westminster 
Abbey,  on  Friday  last ;  and  bis  lordsbip 
was  desired  to  print  and  publish  the  samey 
— Lord  Eldon  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
of  submitting  to  ^heir  lordships  a  bill  fpr 
the  better  and  more  eiTectualiy  regulating 
the  practice  of  the  court  of  chancery,  &9 
far  as  the  same  related  to  siiitors  whope 
monies  were  paid  into  that  court  to  ^ide 
the  event  of  its  decision ;  a  measure  which 
his  kxrdsbip  said,  was  of  the  utmost  adr 
vantage  to  the  safety  of  the  suitor  and  ^he 
ease  of  tbe  chancellor,  and  the  want  of 
wbiph  b^  f^efsply  felt  when  be  himself  had 
th^  honour  of  filling  tliat  office.  The  loid 
chanpellor  quitted  the  woolsack,  |ii^d  deelft* 
red'  that  the  noblis  lord  should  have  his 
sinc^fest  thanks  for  his  attentive  coaside- 
ration  f>f  that  object  \  and  be  assured  bi0i> 
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that  it  WAS  wit&  iofialie  satisfactioii  he 

heard  his  dtttermination  that  night,  ior, 

iGertai<4y>  as  the  practice  was  at  present, 

Avery  dinMicellor  must   feel  considerable 

difficulty  in  conducting  his  decisions,  and 

in  adjusting  his  judgements  with  suitors  of 

Ahe  description  adverted  to  by  the  ooble  lord . 

[Slavs    Trapjs    ABOtmoK     Bill.] 

Lord  GmipUk  having  mov^ed  the  order 

of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  the 

iShive  Trade  Aboli^on  bill,  observed,  that 

those  of  their  lordships  who  had  witnessed 

his  extreme  anxiety  to  carry  forward  this 

joiportant  meas^rie  with  the  |je.ast  possible 

Interruption,  would  readily  conceive  that 

be  now  felt  great  regret  in  finding  himself 

under  the  necessity  of  proposing  a  further 

idelay.      Unfortunately,  however,  two  of 

bis  noble  friends,  whose  sentiments  respec- 

iifig  this  measure  it  was  important  the 

house  should  be  in  possession  of,  an4  whose 

assistance  he  much  wished  to  have  upon  the 

.discussion  of  the  subject,  were  top  much 

indisposed   to  be  enabled   to  atteiad  the 

&qu6e.    He  therefore  proposed   that  the 

eecond  reading  should  be  postponed  till 

Wednesday.— Ordered,  and  that  the  lords 

be  summoned  for  that  day. 

The  £%rl  of  Westmoreland  presented  a 
petition  from  the  ship  builders,  ship  own* 
ers,  manufacturers,  and  others  of  the  port 
of  London,  against  the  Slave  Trade  Aboli- 
tion bill ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  A  short  conversation  took  place  re- 
specting the  propriety  of  hearing  counsel 
in  behalf  of  the  petitioners  against  the  bill. 
Lord  GrenvUU  suggested  the  propriety 
of  making  some  order  upon  this  subject,  if 
it  was  the  ple^ure  of  their  lordships  to  hear 
counsel,  in  order  that  they  might  avoid  the 
iuconvenience  which  occurred,  of  having  a 
prelimii^ary  discussion  of  this  nature,  on 
the  very  day  on  which  the  measure  propo- 
sed was  to  be  brought  forward. 

The  Earl  of  Wesimorekmd  moved,  that 
such  of  the  petitioners  as  thought  fit, 
should  be  heard  by  their  counsel  on  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  bill. 

Lord  OrenvUk  thought  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient to  make  some  regulation  with  re- 
spect to  the  hearing  of  counsel  in  order  to 
prevent  unnecessary  delay.  As  to  the 
propriety  of  e;caminiog  evidence,  that  of 
course  would  be  decided  on,  after  their 
lordships  had  heard  counsel.  He  tboiight, 
however,  that  it  would  be  sufficieot  to  hear 
one  counsel  upon  each  petition,  as  the 
gvsaler  part  ef  the  arguments  which  the 
counsel  snust  necessarily  touch  upop^  had 


already  been  oftei^  rejsMtisd,  lund  «b  it  mm 
of  so  much  importance  to  avoid  delaj« 
I/>rd  Eldon  also  expressed  himself  dectf 
dedly  hostile  to  unnecessary  dday,  but  at 
the  same  time  it  was  of  the  tttmost  impoib 
tance  that  a  subject  of  this  mi^itadt 
should  be  deeply  and  closely  examined^ 
and  that  the  parties  whose  interests  woa14 
be  affected  by  it,  should  be  fairly  and  fuU^ 
heard. 

Lord  Hawkesbufy  suggested,  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  petitioners  might  be  equally 
benefited,  and  the  time  of  tihe  house  lesi 
taken  up,  if  the  petitioners  were  classed 
according  to  the  interests  of  those  petiy 
tioning,  which  would  be  Cpund  to  be  di- 
vided into  three ;  namely,  the  old  planters 
in  Jamaica  and  other  idands,  the  new 
planters  in  the  island  of  Trinidad,  and  the 
shipping  and  cpmmercial  interests  of  th* 
ports  of  this  country,  and  counsel  heard  for 
each  interest.-— After  some  further  conveiv 
sation,  the  petitioners  were  ordered  to  be 
heard  by  their  counsel  on  Wednesday. 

[Admihistsatiov  of  Justicb  Vf 
ScoTL^Np.]  Lord  GttnvHie  gave  notice 
that  he  should,  on  this  day  se'nnight,  prer 
sent  to  the  house  a  bill  founded  on  the 
Resolutions  passed  laist  session,  for  ren- 
dering more  effectual  the  Administration 
of  Justice  in  Scotland. (See  vol.  vii.  p.  730.) 
Lord  Haiokesbufy  expressed  a  vdsh  that 
full  time  might  be  allowed  the  teamed  genf 
tlemen  of  the  law  in  Scotland  to  make  up 
their  minds  upon  such  a  complicated  and  inw 
portent  measure  before  it  passed  intoalaw. 
Lord  Grenville  said,  it  was  his  wish  that 
sufficient  time  should  bis  allowed  for  thc| 
consideration  of  the  subject.  He  mus( 
however  remark,  that  ample  time  had  al^ 
ready  been  given  for  its  consideration  sinre 
last  session,  during  which  interval  there 
had  been  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  the 
opinions  of  professional  men  of  eminmice 
with  respect  to  the  details  of  the  measure^ 
If  it  was  meant  that  an  interval  of  equal 
extent  should  again  be  allowed,  it  was  evi« 
dent  the  measure  could  not  be  carried 
through  parliament  in  the  course  of  tiie 
present  session.  That  some  measure  of 
this  nature  should  be  adopted  withou^ 
delay  was,  he  conceived,  of  the  greatest 
importance,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
great  defects  which  were  acknowledged  te 
exist  in  the  Administration  of  Justice  inl 
Scotland,  but  also  on  account  of  the  dis; 
credit  thrown  upon  that  house,  in  conse^ 
quence  of  the  great  number  of  appeals  (rou^ 
Scotland^  and  whichi  from  theur  being  e| 
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miinerousy  unavoidably  met   with,  much 
<Ulay  ID  their  decision. 

Lord  Eldon  confessed  that  he  felt  the 
difficulties  as  well  as  the  advtmtages  of  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  noble  baron.  He 
bad  been  employed  in  more  Appeal  causes 
jthau«  he  believed,  any  other  man  now 
living,  and  no  man  could  be  more  convinced 
of  tl)e  necessity  of  such  a  measure  thai^  he 
was.  Not  only  Scotland  but  Ireland  felt 
ibal  necessity.  He  hoped,  however,  the 
intended  bill  would  throw  more  light  on 
abe  question  than  the  resolutions  afforded. 
At  all  events,  he  should  most  cheert'ully 
.contr&ute  ail  that  his  experience  and 
liuijable  abilities  enabled  him  to  afford  to- 
wards tlie  advancement  of  the  business. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Monday f  February  2. 
[Minutes.]     Lord  Eustoo,  chairman  of 
the  Sakash  Eleetion  committee,  reported, 
that  that  committee  had  been  prevented 
froai  proceeding  on  the  investigation  of  the 
matters   gi'.en   in  charge  to  it,  on  Friday 
•and  S.Lturday  last,  in  cpnsequence  of  the 
absence  of  A.  Kobarts,  esq.  one  of  its  mem- 
\)txia;  that  ti>is  day  Mr.  Robarts  did  attend, 
and  the  committee  had  proceeded  to  busi- 
fxess  as  usual.     Doctor  IBailey  stated  at  the 
h^r^  that  Mr.  Robarts's  absence  was  occa- 
sioned by  indisposition ;  and  Mr.  Robarts 
.sras  excused  for  having  absented  himself  on 
ibe  above-mentioned   days. — Mr.   Yorke 
at  chairman  of  the  Weymouth  Election 
.committee,  reported  that  the  sitting  mem 
bers  were  duly  elected,  and  that  the  peti- 
tion against   them  was  not   frivolous  or 
vexatious. — Sir  G.  Heathcote,  chairman  of 
the  Maldon  Election  committee,  reported 
•that  l^lr.  L.  Hughes,  a  member  of  the  said 
committee,  had  absented  himself,  on  the 
ground  that  his  presence  was  necessary  in 
Abe  country,  in  consequence  of  the  alarm- 
ing  indisposition   of  his    father.      Sir  R. 
iWiJliams  deposed  to  his  belief  of  the  fact, 
and  Mr.  Hughes  was  excused  from  further 
attendance;  and  the  committee  empowered 
lo  proceed  without  him. — On   the  motion 
vf  l^ord   liowick,  the  thanks  of  the  house 
\were  voted  to  the  Rev.  Frederick  Barnes, 
^he   Chaplain,   for   the   excellent   sermon 
preached  before  the  house,  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's Church,  on  Friday.      Mr.  Barnes 
.was  requested  to  print  the  same. — On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  bouse  went 
into  a  committee  on  the  acts  relating  to 
the  mutual  Importation  of  Spirits  between 
Great  ftritaip  aud  Ireland.  Mr.  V.  adyerted 


to  the  act  of  union  which  had  wisely  pro* 
vided  that  all  articles  of  the  growth  and 
produce  of  either  coiiotry,  should  be  re- 
ceived  in  the  other,  on  paying  the  same 
charges  as  were  paid  on  the  home  produc-* 
tion  of  the  same  kind.  The  drawbacks  on 
the  spirit  intercourse  between  England  and 
Ireland  had  been  regulated  on  this  prin- 
ciple. But  the  duties  being  lower  in  Scot* 
land  than  in  England,  advantages  had  been 
taken  in  consequence,  which  went  to  de- 
fraud the  revenue  in  England,  and  to  im- 
pede the  distilleries  in  Ireland.  With  a  view 
to  correct  theseevils,  he  should  move,  that 
the  chairman  be  instructed  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend,  for  a 
time  to  be  limited,  the  drawbacks  on  the 
mutual  importation  of  spirits  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  also  to  susfveud 
the  countervailing  duty  on  the  importation 
of  the  Irish  spirits  into  Scotland,  so  as  to 
give  the  Irish  distiller  a  fair  competition 
with  the  Scotch  and  Enghsh.  The  chair* 
man  reported,  and  leave  was  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill  accordingly. — Lord  Folkestone  gave 
notice,  that  to-oaorrow  he  would  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  constitute  into  a 
law  the  regulation  of  the  house  for  giving 
notice  to  parties  in  cases  of  Controverted 
Election.— Mr.  Rose  gave  notice,  that  oq 
Wednesday  he  should  move  for  certain 
Anancial  papers,  calculated  to  afford  infor* 
mation  which  was  requisite  to  satisfy 
doubts  which  were  entertained  as  to  tlie 
6rst  Financial  Resolution  submitted  by  the 
noble  lord  opposite,  on  Friday.  In  answer 
to  lord  Henry  Petty,  Mr.  Rose  stated  that 
the  accounts  he  wished  for  were  intended 
to  show  the  quantity  of  certain  articles 
imported  before  the  commutation. ' 

[Treasuheiiship  of  the  Navy.]  Mr. 
S/teritlafi,  in  rising,  pursuant  to  notice,  tp 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  fur- 
ther regulation  of  the  office  of  Treasurer 
of  the  Navy,  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
go  at  length  into  the  grounds  of  his  motion, 
as  the  facts  which  rendered  such  a  bill  ne- 
cessary were  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
house.  On  a  recent  occasion^  doubts  had 
been  entertained  by  the  Judges  as  to  the 
construction  of  the  act  of  bis  present  ma- 
jesty, which  was  intended  to  prevent  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy  from  making  any 
extraordinary  emolument  of  the  public 
money  entrusted  to  His  charge  for  official 
pur^ses.  It  was  necessary  to  remove 
those  doubts,  and  though  some  hesitation 
had  existed  as  to  the  best  means  of  r^ 
moving  them,   no    doubt  whatever    was 
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entertained  of  the  fact  that  they  ought  to 
be  removed.  .  A  short  act  of  parliament 
had,  at  length,  been  determined  upon  as  th« 
best  mode  of  removing  them,  and  of  regu- 
lating the  future  management  of  the  navy 
money,  in  the  manner  best. adapted  to  the 
public  service,  and  productive  of  the  least 
possible  inconvenience  to  tlie  bank. .  Mr. 
8«  moved  accordingly,  and  leave  was  given 
tu  bring  ki  the  bill. 

[Irish  Treasurt  Bills  BiLir.]  Sir 
John  Newport  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  the  bouse  to  resolve  itself  into  .a  com* 
jnittee  on  the  Irish  Treasury  Bills  bill.  He 
hoped  that,  before  the  Speaker  quitted  the 
chair,  the  house  would  indulge  him  with  a 
few  words,  for  the  purpose  of  cleariug  up 
some  doubts,  with  reference  to  a  statement 
juadq  by  an  hon^  member  (Mr.  Johnstone) 
pn  a  former  night.  In  moving  to  bring  in 
ihis  bill  for  raising  1,000,000/.  by  Treasury 
Bills,  for  the  service  of  Ireland,  he  trusted 
it  would  not  be  thought  that  he  bad  claimed 
An  unwarrantable  confidence^  when  k  was 
considered  that  a  power  had  been  given  the 
Irish  government  to  raise  half  a  million  for 
the  service  of  the  last  year,  which  power 
had  not  been  used,  nor  had  any  Treasury 
bills  been  issued. — He  would  ask,  whether 
it  could  with  justice  be  presumed,  that  the 
Irish  Finances  could  be  in  the  situation  that 
hon.  member  had  described  them,  when 
the  Irish  government  had  not  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  avail  itself  of.  a  power  to  raise 
half  a  million  of  money?  In  fact,  there 
had  been  uo  occasion  for  making  use  of 
,that  power;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  been 
able  to  discharge  a  debt  due  from  the  Irish 
Treasury  to  the  English  Treasury,  of  a  sum 
of  276,000/.  advanced  by  the  English 
Treasury,  for  payment  of  the  lottery  prizes 
in  1802.  That  ,was  no  proof  of  a  failure  of 
thei  Irish  Financeisr  After  payment  of  that 
aum,  there  remained,  allowing  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  army,  a  sum  of  upwards  of 
500,000/.  belonging  to  Ireland.  He  was  ex- 
tremely sorry  he  had.  not  been  present  on 
Thursday,  when  the  npble  lord  near  him  (H. 
Petty)  haid  made  so  very  ha];^y  a  statement 
of  the  finances  of  GreatBritain.  But  he  depre- 
icated  all  comparison  between  the  finances 
pf  G.Britain  and  the  finances  of  Ireland.  But 
.though  Ireland  was  not  in  that  prosperous 
situation  with  respect  to  capital,  industry, 
and  coramejFce,  which  would  enable  her  to 
liaise  a  large  portion  of  lier  expences  within 
sUtke  year,  she  was  far  from  being  ia  a  si- 
lui^tion  of  financial  failure  or  depression. 
liec.riCVieotte  ^a  more  thaa  adequate  to 


the  payment  of  the  interest  of  her  debt  and 
the  sinking  fund,  and,  with  that  ability,  and 
with  the  sums  in  hand,  which  he  had  men- 
tioned, she  could  not  be  considered  in.  a 
state  of  failure  or  depression,  as  she  had 
been  represented  by  an  hon.  gent,  on  th« 
night  he  alluded  to.  The  revenue  of  Ire- 
land was  3,800,000/.  which  was  far  abova 
the  interest  of  its  debt  and  Sinking  Fund* 

Mr.  Johnstone  regretted  that  he  was  not 
in  the  house  when  the  faon^  baronet  begaa 
his  speech,  but  he  seemed  to  i&tinnite  that 
he  (Mr.  J.)  had  taken  advantage  of  his 
absence.  He  wished  the  hon.  baronet  had 
been  present  to  have  heard  him.  He  did  not 
say  that  Ireland  was  in  a  bankrupt  state^ 
nor  had  attempted  to  convey  any  such  im* 
pression.  His  argument  was,  that  as  the 
Irish  revenue  was  only  equal  to  the  pay., 
ment  of  the  interest .  of  the  debt,  aad  im 
the  defraying  of  civil  charges,  it  followed 
that  she  must  raise  4,000,000/.  by  way  of 
loan.  He  did  not  take  the  revenue  too 
low,  for  he  took  it  at  3,800,000/.  as  tlie 
hon.  baronet  had  stated  it,  though,  if  he 
had  taken  it  lower,  speaking  from  the  do« 
cuaients  before  him,  he  could  not  have 
been  properly  chargeable  with  error.  If 
the  hon.  baronet  therefore  made  a  speech 
in  order  to  combat  a  charge  of  bankruptcy, 
he  spoke  with  regard  to  a  charge  that  ex- 
isted only  in  .imagination.  He  had  not 
said  that  Ireland  was  in  a  state  of  bank«> 
ruptcy  ;  be  had  only  said,  that  a&she  could 
not  raise  the  greater  part  of  the  supplies 
within  the  year,  she  must  have  recourse  to 
loans  here,  and  that  this  would  interfei« 
with  the  noble  lord's  plan. 

Sir  J,  Newport  knew  of  no  civil  charges 
on  the  revenue  of  Ireland,  nor  of  any 
charges  beyond  the  interest  of  its  debt  aod 
sinking  fu»d.  These  amounted  to  3, 132,000/« 
which,  deducted  from  the  revenue  of 
3>800,000/.,left  a  surplus  of  near  700,00aL 
applicable  to  the  current  expences^ 

Mr.  Johnstone  observed ,  that  the  hon« 
baronet's  statement  confirmed  his  allega* 
tioo  on  the  former  night.  The  Irish  pait 
of  the  point  charged  being  5,300,000/*  and 
the  surplus  of  revenue  applicable  towards 
it  being  but  700,000/.  there  wpttld  remaift 
to  be  borrowed    4»600,000/*   instead  of 

4,000,000/.  as  he  bad  stated ^The  biH 

then  went  through  the  cominittee.      . 

[Third  Military  RBFORT<<--Coiioiro^ 
or  Mr.  Alexak2>br  Pavxson.}  .  I^qv^ 
Archibald  HamUtan  stated,  that  sijoica  1m 
had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  briaf 
forward  a  isoUo^  retj^ting  tha  Tbifid  JU*^ 
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fMt  off  tte  CoBHDistkMieri  of  Military  In. 
fuify^  be  had  oadmtood  that  procaadmgs 
vpoki  tba  Mibjact  mm  aow  paadiog  in  the 
Twamfy#.  Under  thb  circuB»tance»  and 
baviag  communieafted  with  hit  noble  friend 
(lord  H.  Petty),  he  waaapptfehenaiTe  that, 
if  be  made  the  nioUo0»  he  tboold  he  trea> 
faasing  open  what  wai  the  pro^nee  of  the 
tteasoiy,  bmA  interiMlg  with  tbeir  ar* 
Itengeinenta  $  but  be  hoped  tbe  honee  would 
induige  him  ^ebile  be  read  the  motion 
wfaicb  he  had  intended  to  have  tdbmitted, 
aad  ilaled  (be  peculiar  sitnaitio*  hi  which 
ke  Mt  hiauelf  placed^  He  bad  intended 
lobave  morerf^  t&at  tte  attoreey^i^cneral 
ihottld  be  inetructed  to  take  the  necessary 
awaflBtes  to  ascertain,  and  secure,  by  due 
eoorse  of  law,  sach  sons  as  shonra  ap. 
pear  to  be  doe  Uf  the  pnbbc  from  Mr. 
Alswander  Davison,  in  consequence  of  the 
transalBtioas  disclosed  in  the  Third  Aeport 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Mililaiy  Inquiry. 
K  it  should  appear  to  the  house,  that  he 
bad  been  somewhat  hasty  iir  giving  his  no 
lice  of  tbe  motion,  he  trusted  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  aad  tbe  nature  of  the  frau* 
iMeni  and  iniquitous  .  tratosactioas  at 
#hioh  his  notoee  was  directed,  would  suf- 
Asiendy  eseose  him.  A  cbar^^e  of  being 
too  forward^  to  institute'  inquiry  against 
Ihaid  and  peculatioa>  was  a  charge  from 
wbicb  he  should  not  sbiiok.  Ae  be  ima« 
^ned  there  were  many  members  who 
would  have  been  glad  lb  have  delivered 
their  opinidai  opon>  such  a  subject,  he 
iearad  lest  they  should  Ibel  some  morlifica- 
tea  aft  the  opportunity  being  denied  them, 
in  consequence  of  his  having  relinquished 
bis  motion.  He  leit  it  bis  duty  to  stote 
tbe  view  with  which  be  had  taken  up  the 
iuhjecl^  lAabad  considered  thatf  the  re- 
fOKft  having  beew  made,  it  tiras  Isr  from 
drediesfile  that  it  sboold  Aave  been  sofSbFed 
to^havwreBMined  solong  on  tbe  table  uo- 
noticed.  Theopinion  be  had  at  fit>9t  form- 
ed respecttng  the  titensacUons  developed 
hf  the  MDort,  he  wavby  no  mestoe  disposed 
t»  abandon.  He  had  considered,  that  it 
wouM/bave  beew  mom  desireable  for  the 
ioaee  to?  have:  instituted'  some  process 
against  Mr.  Aleaaadto  Diw^isonv  than  that 
la  sheiuld  have*  been- done  by  the  treasuiy. 
Indeed»  he-badnot  yet  wholly  reliRquisfaed 
that  opiaiDBy*  though  cereaMy  by  hircom** 
■nuitamns  wttb  bis  noble  friend^  it  had 
hmm  very  mueb>  weakened.  The  enoN 
anty  of  tb^ofenoe  was  so^great,  and  soge* 
terai  aad  ealeaeive'  in  its  eperatipa,  thmt  it 
aalliid  for  tbe  nfest  potdio  aad  exemplary 


punisbment*  Nothing  eoald  be  mare  de^ 
structive  to  a  govermrieot  than  thote 
agentsi  who  while  they  ilktt  well  paid  for 
the  dutietf  they  performed,  yet  made  asd' 
of  the  cooidenca  nposed  in  them  to  pion> 
der  tbe  public. 

The  Sptakef  here  ihtsrrti^ed  the  aobi4 
lord,  ekid  said,  that  if  be  did  net  mean  to 
propose  any  motioa,  it  would  be  inoonv«^ 
nient  and  improper  to  enter*  upon  the  psr* 
ticulars  in  a  case  of  this  nature. 

Lord  A^  Hamikom  again  i^sey  and  said, 
that  b^  was  sorry  to  trespass  On  tbe  atten* 
tion  of  the  house,  but  all  that  he  had  said, 
or  meant  to  bave  said,- was  inteiuied  merely 
to  account  for  tbe  line  of  Conduct  which  he 
had  punoed  in  tbii  business. 

Lord  iSF.  Petty  was  sei^sible  of  Uie  irfa* 
gularity  of  prolonging  the  discussion,-  but 
hoped  he  should  1^  exdused  for  taking  this 
opportunity  of  expl^ning  co  tie  house  tbs 
proceedings  whitfa  tbe  treaeory  bad  thought 
it  right  to  adopt  upon  Ibe  third  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Military  Inqaiiy* 
which  he  was  not  surprised  to' find  bad  at* 
tracted  Che  notice  of  his  noble  friend,  sod 
of  the  house*  in  general.  Ntx  delay  had 
taken  place  in  the  steps  whicl/ tbe  tr^easary 
had  thought  it  its  duty  to  porvae;  and  it 
would  under  these  circumstances  be  an  ini* 
putatibn  that  ministeriB  bad  not  used  pro* 
per  activity,  if  the  house  should  take  tbe 
prosecution  out  of  their  handr,  aad  institute 
steps  ef  its  own*  The  comcaissioaerft  of 
barraclc  accounts  bad  verv  properly  com*- 
munieated  tothe  lordr  of  tlie  tvsaaory  their 
opinion,  that  it  was  very  ne<90Bsary  Mr. 
Davison  should  produce  histfttrti'  aecoont 
with  the  barrack<»ma8t»f»genei^l.^  Tbek)fdr 
bad'tAconsequence  dtMdted'theeoaMiissioo^ 
ers  to  call  for  this  account ;  they  had  written 
two»  letters  td  Mr.  Da^kMon,  containing  ade> 
mand  to  that  effect;  no  answisrhac^been  » 
turned  to  these  lett«#s,'  and  tbe  cwUaiisKHi^ 
ersreported  the  faet  to  tbe  IoikIs  o#  che'ei«»- 
sury.  The  lords  of  the  t)«iiuTy*tliba  called 
peremptorily  oil  Mr.  Davisotf^  ttf  produce 
tbe  account,  and'  Mr/  Da>Misoar  did-ifeply  W 
thett^,  astfignsng  a  domestic^  calamiiy  as  tbe 
exeuse  for  his  delayr  rnvd-  deeheriiKjg  bis<rea^ 
diness  to*  give  8uchKiaforuniltoii>  aate^  his 
ca^aceeunt  ashe  could  give'  ;^6ur  Slati^igy 
that  as"  bis  cash  adsouut  waa-  mixed!  witb 
hie  ether  aceeunttf,  ilf  w«n  i'mposdMe*  he 
could  ^vw  sr  cleafr  tlM^  of  ivu  T^it  ant- 
swer  wae  reforred  iky  tbe*  eJomfmlMsieners^ 
who  sibted  dpou  it  that  it  was^  not  satiftt^ 
fheterv';;  and  that  if  the  aoeemnUf  bsfpt^by 
Mr.'Myisetfwefe  iu'siicb  #foiriii»aa  ta^W 
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useful  at  all,  the  infwmatipn  wfcicb  the 
eommissidDers  wished  could  be  collected 
ftom  them.     The  lords  of  the  treasury  up- 
on this  ordered  the  Third  Report  of  the 
CoiBinissioners  of  Military  Inquiry,   and 
the  correspondence  between  the  barrack 
commissioners  and  the  treasury  and  Mr. 
Davison,  to  be  laid  l>etbre  the  attorney  and 
solicitor  general,  for  their  opinion,  as  to 
what  steps  ouglit  to  be  taken  to  obtain  the 
disclosure  of  tlie  cash  account,  and  to  have 
justice  done  to  the  public  in  the  recovery 
of  what  was  due  to  it.    The  attorney  and 
solicitor  general    reported    their  opinion, 
and   recommended   as   the   more   speedy 
mode  of  proceeding,  if  parliament  should 
concur  in  the  opinion,  that  a  bill  should  be 
passed,  enabling  the  commissioners  of  bar- 
rack accounts  to  call  upon  Mr.  Davison  to 
.  produce  his  books,  and  to  enforce  his  com- 
pliance, rather  than  to  institute  proceedings 
to  that  effect  in  the  exchef|uer.     He  be- 
lieved, his  learned  friend  the  attorney-gene- 
ral was  prepared   to  submit  a  moiion  to 
that  effect  this  night.     It  was  not  compe- 
teot  to  him  to  say,  in  the  present  stage  ol 
the  business,  whether  any  evidence  upon 
vbich  to   ground  a  criminal  prosecution 
would  be  found ;  but  if  it  should,  the  at- 
torney and  solicitor  general  would  b^  in- 
structed by  the  lords  of  the   treasury  to 
institute  proceedings  upon  it.      Mr.  Da- 
vison had  written  to  Ihe  lords  of  the  trea- 
sury,  stating  that  he  would  produce  an 
account  in  his  own  defence^  which  would 
prove  satisfactory.    *But  unless  he  could 
produce  his  cash  account,  the  noble  lord 
did  not  see  how^it  could  be  satisfactory. 
The  commissioners,  however,  had  called 
for  the  cash  accouut  by  the  direction  of  the 
treasury,  and  directions  had  been  given  for 
the  recovery  of  the  sums  due;  every  step, 
therefore,  that  could  possibly  be  taken,  had 
been  resorted  to,   and  therefore  he  flat- 
tered himself  that  his  noble  friend  would 
not  repent  the  fair  and  ctrndid  manner  in 
which  he  had  consented  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

The  Attorney-General  then  moved,  that 
"ihere  be  laid  before  the  house  the  com- 
mission impointing  Charlea  lierries,  esq. 
«hd  W.  Bragge,  esq.  commissioners  for 
barrack  ftecounts.  He  also  gave  notice, 
that  he'should  to-morrow  mo«e  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  to  invest  the  commissioners 
for  enquinng  ittto  the  barrack,  accounts  withi 
the  ,S9^e  powers  to  examine  personj  on; 
oath,  -as  the  tommissijoiiers  ot  army  f x* 
«peDditiire. 

Vol.  VHL  I 


notTsx  Of  eotTMovs. 
jTuesdoyi  Fehntory  3* 
[MiwuTEs.]    A  ballot  took  place  for  a 
committee  to  try  and  determine  the  merits 
of  the  Shrewsbury  Election  Petition.    The 
following  gentlemen  were  appointed  as  the 
committee  :->-*James  Boiler,  esq.,  right  hon. 
N.  Vansittart,  W.  Gore,  esq.,  H.  Fawctstt, 
esq.,  lord  Folkestone,  R.  C.  Ferguson,  esq., 
H.  C.  Montgomery,  esq.,  Oswald  Mark- 
ham,  esq^,  R.  Sheldon,  esq.,  hon.  John 
Kamsay,  R.  C.  Carew,  esq.,  hon.  W.  Quin, 
hon.  J.  Pierce.   Nominees;  George  John- 
stone,   esq.,   Francis  Horaer,   esq. — The 
Attorney-General,    pursuant    to'  notice, 
moved  for,  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in, 
a  bill  for  investing  certain  commissioners 
for  enquiring  into  the  expenditure  of  the 
Barrack  Department,  with  powers  to  exa- 
mine parties  on  oath,  and  to  call  for  papers 
and  accounts,  Mr.  Rose  entirely  approved 
of  the  measure  proposed  by  the  learned 
gent.,  and  gave  notice,  that  on  Thursday 
next  he  should  move,  j^r  a  copy  of  the 
opinion  of  his  majesty's  attorney  and  soli- 
citor general  upon  the  transactions  in  the 
Barrack  Department.^ — Mr.  Biddulph  re- 
newed his  former  notice  of  a  motion,'  for  a 
committee  to  enquire  whether  any  alle- 
gation of  the  public  burthens  might  not 
be  procured   by  the  abolition  of  unneces- 
sary and  Sinecure  Places  for  Tuesday  next. 
[Scotch  Clergy  Bill.]     Mr.  Kenrick 
presented  a  petition  from  the  committee 
of  the  commission  of  the  genera!  assembly 
of  the  church  of  Scotland,  setting  forth, 
'*  that  the  petitioners  are  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  commission  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  held 
at  Edinburgh  upon  the  19th  of  Nov.  1806\ 
with  instructions  to  attend  to  the  progress 
of  any  bill  that  may  be  introduced  into  par- 
liament found^ed  on  the  Resolutions  lately 
entered   into  by  the  house  pf  lords,  re- 
specting the  courts  of  law  in  Scotland,  and 
to  adopt  every  prudent  and  temperate  mea- 
sure for  maintainiiig  the  established  rights 
find  privileges  of  the  Clergy  of  the  church 
of  Scotlaod  ;  and  that  the  petitioners  have 
been  informed,  that  a  bill  has  been  brought 
into  the  house  for  suspending,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  powers  vested  in  the  court  of  ses- 
sion as  commissioners  of  Teinds  by  an  act 
of  the  5cots  parliament,  passed  in  the  yeai» 
1707,  c.  9>  and  for  certain  other  purposes; 
and  as  the  petitioners*  are  convinced,  that 
the  provisions  of  the  said  bill  will  be  bighly 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  tlie  Cle.gy 
of  Scotland,  therefore  proving,  that  the 
2  K 
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same  may  not  be  passed  into  a  law,  or  at 
least  that|  before  any  farther  proceedings 
take  place  with  reg;ard  to  it,  they  may  be 
heard,  by  their  counsel,  at  the  bar  of  the 
.  house,  against  the  same  being  passed  into 
a  law."  On  the  motion  that  the  petition 
do  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr,  Wilberforce  said,  he  had  not  yet 
had  sufficiet^t  opportunity  of  acquiring  the 
necessary  iu formation  upon  the  subject, 
but  from  the  little  information  he  had  ob^ 
taiued,  he  was  induced  to  think  that  it 
would  be  more  adviseable  to  hear  counsel 
befori;  the  house  should  go  into  acorn, 
mittee  on  the  bill,  because  then  gentlemen 
would  in  that  case  be  in  possession  of  the 
leading  objections  urged  by  the  petitioners 
against  the  bill,  and  perhaps  it  would  ap- 
pear that  all  such  might  be  so  mo'clified  in 
the  committee,  as  entirely  to  satisfy  all 
parties  ;  an  object  which,  whether  he  consi- 
dered the  character  of  t^e  learned  lord 
with  whom  the  bill  originated,  or  the  great 
respectability  of  that  class  of  men  who  had 
now  petitioned  %gainst  it*  was  with  hif^ 
one  of  no  inconsiderable  importance* 

The  Speaker  felt  it  his  duty  to  acquaint 
the  house,  that  as  the  bill  in  question  had 
been  read  a  second  timej  it  was  not  the 
regular  usage  to  hear  petitiouers  by  their 
counsel  at  the  bar,  in  any  stage  so  inter- 
mediate as  that  in  the  present  instance 
When  the  bill  was  committed,  it  would  be 
for  the  committee  to  exercise  its  own 
discretion;  but  it  was  i»iore  usual  for 
the  house  Xo  hear  counsel  upon  the  report 
being  brought  up. 

Mr.  Adam  begged  leave  to  observe,  that 
no  Counsel  could  be  heard  iu  the  present 
stage  of  the  bill,  and  that  were  it  even  not 
irregular  it  would  be  inconvenient,  for  that 
he  was  satisfied  the  objections  of  the  clergy 
of  Scotland,  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
roost  unfeigned  respect^  went  rather  to  the 
apprehended  roodincations  of  the  bill,  than 
.  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  itself,  for  it  was 
neiiber  in  the  nature,  nor  was  it  any  part 
of  the  object  of  the  bill,  to  take  away  anj 


sions,  of  which  those  commissioners  were 
memben,  would  terminate  its  sittings  oo 
the  1 2th  of  March,  and  not  resume  them 
before  the  12th  of  May,  but  the  time. of 
suspension  was  not  to  exceed  the  first  day 
of  tlie  subsequent  sessions:  where  theo» 
he  asked,  was  the  ground  for  any  reasotv- 
able  complaint  of  delay,  when  the  recess 
was  to  commence  so  soon,  aiid  the 
time  of  suspension  was  to  be  limited  by  its 
termination  ? 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  said,  he 
should  desire  no  better  testimony  to  the 
sincerity  of  his  good  wishes  to  the  Church 
of  Scotland  than  that  of  the  Scotch  Clergy 
themselves.  Taught,  he  might  say,  from 
his  infancy,  to  hold  that  respectable  class 
of  tlie  community  in  proper  estimation,  he 
did  not  think  that  he  could  be  supposed 
capable  of  deliberately  introducing  into 
that  house  any  measure  that  could,  in  the 
lightest  degree,  tend  to  detract  from  their 
privileges,  of  to  alienate  their  rights :  so  far 
from  it,  that  he  had  it  in  his  intention  to 
submit,  upon  a  future  day,  to  that  house, 
some  measure  for  rendering  them  more 
secure  and  permanent.  He  was,  however, 
as  willing  as  any  gentlemen  in  that  house 
could  be,  to  hear  the  petitioners  by  their 
Goiinsel :  he  was  anxious  that  no  possible 
channel  of  information  upon  that  subject 
should  be  closed.  The  pnnciple  of  the 
bill  was  not  objected  to,  but  the  modifi- 
cations which  the  bill  should  undergo  when 
in  the  committee.  He  was  persuaded  that 
when  the  blanks  wer».  filled  up  in  the  com- 
mittee, the  petitio^rs  would  then  see  tlie 
bill  in  a  clear  point  of  view,  and  feel,  as  he 
did  now,  how  groundless  were  their  appre- 
hensions. When  he  had  the  honour  of 
submitting  that  bill  to  the  house,  he  felt 
happy  in  the  consciousness  of  introducing 
a  regulation  that  he  believed  would  be  be»- 
neficial  to  the  church  of  Scotland :  but  if 
it  should  appear  otherwise ;  if  there  was  tlie 
least  ground  to  suspect  that  it  might  be 
productive  of  any  consequences  injurious 
to  the  Scots  Clergy,'  he  should  feel  still 


mi  ted  time,  and  a  very  limited  time,  cer 
tain  proceedings  pending  before. the  com- 
missioners  of  Te^ds,  relative  to  the  aug- 
mentation of  stipends.    The  court  of  ses- 


privilege,  or  to  infringe  upon  any  right.^  ^greater    happiness  in  immediately  with- 
He  assured  the  hon.  gent,  and  the  house,    •       •      •       — 
that  nothing  was  more  foreign  to  the  minds 
of  those  with  whom  the   bill  originated^ 
than  any  sentiment  hostile  to  the  true  In 


drawing  it, — The  petition  was  then,  toge- 
ther with  another  on  the  same  subject* 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  till  the  report 
of  the  bill;  and  the  committee  on  the 


terests  of  the  Scotch  Clergy.    The  object  Scotch  Clergy  bill  was  put  off  to  Thorsds^. 
of  the  bill  was  merely  to  suspend  for  a  li- 


H0V8B  OF   LORDS. 

Wednesday^  February  4. 

fSLAVSTRADS  ABOLltlOH  BlLL.]Coun« 
having  been  called  in,  pursuant  to  order, 
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Mr.  Plainer  and  Mr.  Dallas  attended,  on 
behalf  of  the  West-India  merchants ;  Mr. 
Alexander,  for  the  merchants  of  Livers 
pool ;  Mr.  Scarlet,  for  the  merchants  and 
planters  of  the  islands  of  Jamuca  and  Tri- 
nidad ;  and  Mr.  Clarke,  on  the  part  of  the 
corporation  of  Liverpool,  and  the  trustees 
of  the  dock  of  that  port.  The  arrange- 
ment  with  respect  to  the  order  in  which 
the  learned  counsel  for  the  several  inter- 
ests should  be  heard,  having  been  infer- 
red to  their  own  decision;  Mr.  Alexan- 
der, for  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  first 
addressed  their  lordships,  and  concluded 
with  pequestingtbat,  according  to  the  prayer 
ci  the  petitioners  for  whom  he  appeared, 
tiitnesses  might  be  called  in.-^The  coun- 
sel having  been  ordered  to  withdraw, 

Lord  Grenulle  said,  that  for  the  purpose 
he  then  had  in  view,  it  would  not  be  at 
all  necessary  to  enter  into  the  general 
question ;  the  simple  enquiry  was,  whe- 
ther, in  the  present  situation  of  things,  it 
was  Of  was  not  expedient  to  hear  the  de- 
positions of  the  witnesses,  according  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  learned  counsel. 
In  his  opinion,  there  could  be  no  ground 
for  this  mode  of  proceeding,  unless  their 
lor4lhips  thought  that  this  was  a  subject 
Qtterljr  unknown  to  them;  and  that  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  deficiency  of  all  former  ex- 
perience and  information,  it  was  necessary 
Co  go  into  a  long  and  formal  examination  of 
Che  matter.  This  was  not  the  first  time,  or 
the  first  y ear ,«that  the  enquir}*  was  made  be- 
fore their  lordships :  it  was  the  l20th  year 
in  which  it  had  been  brought  under  their 
eoDsideration ;  and  there  was  no  one  ses- 
sion during  that  long  period  in  which  it 
bad  not  been,  in  some  form  or  other,  sub- 
mitted to  the  investigation  of  parliament. 
Coakl  any  individual  peer  suppose,  that, 
to  enable  him  to  decide  on  the  principle  of 
this  bill,  it  was  expedient  to  examine  how 
far  the  local  interests  of  the  ship-owners  of 
Liverpool  were  concerned,  and  what  were 
their  comparative  profits  in  the  subsisting 
intercourse  between  Africa  and  the  West 
Indies  i  This  bill  was  not  o^red  to  their 
lerdehips,  because  the  capital  of  no  Bri- 
tish subjects  was  employed  in  the  SlSve 
Trade,  or  because  no  British  jnariners 
were  engaged  in  it ;  but  expressly  because 
the  property  and  persons  of  the  subjects 
of  this  realm  were  engaged  in  it :  and 
hence  it  called  upon  the  justice  and  huma- 
nity of  theis  lordships  to  prevent  this  mis- 
application both  of  the  one  and  the  other. 
Tbmr  lordships  wer«  not  now  to  determine, 


if  a  few  more  or  a  few  less  ships  were 
voted  to  this  commerce,  but  to  wipe  a\ 
the  disgrace  of  this  country,  by  the  dir 
tion  thus  given  to  the  industry  and  tale 
of  British  merchants.    The  learned  coi 
sel,  by  shewing  that  the  capital  of  this  ( 
scription  of  persons  was  largely  concerut 
in  part  supplied  the  motive  on  whieh  t 
proposal  for  the  abolition  was  founde 
Thus,  withootany  confirmation  from  t 
witnesses  proposed,  all  the  facts  that  we 
material  were  admitted.    It  might  be  e 
sy  to  shew,  that  particular  items  to  whit 
the  learned  counsel  adverted,  did  not  op 
rate  in  aid  of  his  argument :  thus,  the  pn 
miu^s  paid  to  insurers  were  not  to  1: 
deemed  all  profit ;  they  were  a  con'siden 
tion  for  certmn  risk,  and  were  in  propo 
tion  to  the  hazard  to  which  the  propert 
would  be  exposed.    The  principal  motivt 
then,  of  the  bill  was,  that  British  capita 
was  engaged  in  the  trade;  and  an  add! 
tional  instigation  to  the  adoption  of  it,  was 
that  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  i 
could  be  supported  by  no  other  capital 
so  tjjiat,  by  withdrawing  the  subjects  of  this 
country  from  the  commerce,  it  would  be 
eflf^ctually  abolished. 

Lord  Eldon  was  willing  to  admit,  thatj 
in  the  instance  now  before  their  lordships, 
the  examination  of  witnesses  would  not  be 
necessary ;  but  he  was  anxious  to  enter  his 
protest  against  any  determination  not  to 
hear  evidence  in  a  future  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceeding. It  was  true  that  this  grave  and 
important  subject  had  b^en  long  under  dis- 
cussion ;  but  it  was  not  merely  expedient  to 
shew  that  this  trade  was  coiitrary  to  jus- 
tice and  humanity.  Admitting  it  to  be  so, 
the  circumstances,  the  mode,  and  the  time 
of  its  abolition,  were  proper  matters  of 
consideration.  What  had  been  the  course 
of  proceeding  ?  A  noble  lord,  in  the  last 
session,  had  brought  forward  Resolutions, 
which  embraced  a  vast  deal  more  than 
was  comprised  in  the  present  bill :  those 
extended  to  the  total  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  mea- 
sure now  proposed  would  diminish  the  tran- 
sport of  negroes,  or  that  a  single  individual 
would  be  preserved  by  it;  at  the  same  time 
that  it  would  be  utterly  destructive  of  the 
British  interests  involved  in  that  commerce. 
This  house  was  always  disposed  to  proceed 
with  deliberation  and  with  justice;  ai^d  in 
pursuance  of  that  line  of  conduct,  it  had  de- 
termined not  to  hear  the  evidence  on  this  af- 
fair in  a  committee  above  stairs.  He  trusted 
that  the  same  discretion  would  be  now  em- 
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ployed ;  andl  tbat^  if  aoj.  important  &cts 
were  to  beaacertained,  the  wUness  would  be 
beard  at  tbeir  lordship?'  bar*  VVaa  it  right, 
because  there  was  a  cbaogp  of  mea, 
apd  of  public  measures  iu  consecpience* 
that  theioteresis  of  these  petitioners  should 
be  disregarded ;  and  what  was  before  de- 
termined to  be  fit  matter  of  enquiry,  should 
now  be  rejected,  as  immaterial  and  inap- 
plicable? If  these  interests  had  any  ea* 
wtenc^,  redress  ought  to  be  £^ven,  compen- 
sations ought  to  be  assigned ;  and  the  ex- 
tent of  these  could  only  be  ascertained  by 
testimony*  He  would  repeat,  that  he  did 
not  contend  tb,4  evidence  should  now  be 
heard ;  but  be  thought  it  extremely  pro^ 
bable  that,  on  further  progress,  it  would 
be  discovered  that  witnesses  ought  to  be 
examined. 

Earl  Grosvenor  was  very  anxious  to  do 
justice  to  all  parties,  but  thought  that  to 
hear  evidence  in  this  stage  of  the  enquiry 
would  be  useless,  and  would  be  a  dcpar- 
•ture  from  the  propriety  of  their  lordships' 
proceedings*  There  were  many  occasions 
on  which  it  was  extremely  desirable  to  hear 
evidence,  especially  where  the  subject  was 
novel :  but  this  was  not  a  case  of  that 
sort;  much  testimony  had  already  been 
Supplied,  which  was  still  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  their  lordships.  Indeed,  so  com- 
pletely had  the  question  been  examined, 
that  resolutions  had  been  entered  into,  co- 
ipciding  with  those  passed  in  another 
place,  that  a  termination  should  be  put  to 
this  nefarious  trade.  If  the  learned  coun- 
sel wished  to  prove  that  tlie  great  lord 
Somers  was  .auxiliary  in  passing  certain 
bills  favourable,  to  the  trade,  or  that  char- 
ters, at  various  times,  had  been  granted  to 
favour  it,  no  depositions  in  the  form  now 
proposed  were  at  all  necessary.  If  he 
were  desirous  of  shewing,  that  after  the  bill 
should  have  passed  intoa  law,  the  merchants 
would  be  ruia^,  and  they  must  throw 
themselves  upon  the  liberality  of  parlia- 
;nent,  neither  did  this  require  any  immedi- 
ate confirmation ;  the  proper  time  to  ad- 
duce, such  proof  vyould  be  wheu  the  mea- 
sure, productive  of  such  effects,  had  be- 
come the  law  of  the  land.  The  same  might 
be  said  as.tQ  any  evidence  applicable  to  mere 
speculative  proposition^.  After  thq  reso*- 
lutiqqs  their  lordships  had  come  to  last 
year,  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  their 
dignity  to  enter  into  such  a  mode  of  exa« 
niining  the  fitness  of  their  own  deliberate 
d(itenni  nations. 

l.oid  Hg,whsburjf  s$tid,j|hat  with  r^ard 


tp  the  immodiete  qoestion  new  hefoie  the 
house,  he  very  much  concuried  with  bia 
doble  and  learned  friend  {[lord  Eldon),  that 
ap*' witnesses  need  at  present  be  calledt 
Whether  in  a  future  stage  it  would  be  ri((k% 
to  have  recourse  to  suc:b  assistance*  it  waa 
not  now  necessary  to  enquire ;  he  shoold 
on  this  subject  reserve  his  opinion  iot  the 
proper  occasion  when  it  should  be  expe* 
dient  to  declare  it.  He  was  not  disposed, 
however,  to  be  equally  silent  on  the  con- 
cluding sentiment  delivered  by  the  noble 
earl  who  had  Just  sat  down^  which,  if 
adopted,  would  defeat  the  purposes  of  all 
parliamentary  deliberation.  He  said,  that 
because  the  house  in  the  last  session  thoogki 
it  expedient  to  give  its  opinion  on  tbo 
Subject  of  the  slave  trade,  it  would  be  ii0« 
inconsistent  witii  its  dignity  to  examiQCt 
witnesses  on  the  aubject  matter  of  thie 
bill.  This  was  to  assert  tl^at  their  )ord<< 
ships  were  to  be  so  bound  by  tbeic 
former  determination,  that  they  were  to  bo 
precluded  from  hearing  teatimoay  as  lo 
matters,  however  strongly  urgjsd  hycounae]« 
atid  however  important  to  the  deciaioo  oil 
the  merits  of  the  present  bill*  Were  the 
resolutions  passed,  during  the  last  se^ion 
to  be  considered  in  a  more  serious  jjgjht 
than  a  bill  which  had  gone  through  'die 
progressive  steps,  until  it  was  finally  traas« 
initted  to  the  commons  ?  Such  a  bill  might 
be  rejected,  and  could,  in  such  case,  be 
cited  as  no  authority  by  which  the  opinion 
of  their  lordships  should  be  governed.  It 
was  obvious  that  such  resolutions  were  not 
to  prevent  the  exercise  of  their  delibera^ 
tive  functions,  and  thus  much  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  ^say,  that  these  fuuctiona 
might  remain  entire  and  unimpaired. 

Lord  Holland  perfectly  agreed  with  hia 
noble  friend  (earl  Grosvenor))  and  thought 
that  the  commentary  of  the  noble  lord  who 
had  just  sat  down,  originated  in  a  ausap* 
prehension  of  the  terms  employ^*  The 
noble  earl  did  not  say  that  the  previous 
opinion  declared,  howe,ver  solemnly,  should 
preclude  all  examination  of  any  future 
measure  connected  with  the  same  sub^cti 
but  he  said  tiiat  wbensuchadetermina^oa 
w4  made,  that  the  trade  was  contrary  to 
the  broad  principles  of  justice  aod  humaN 
nity,  it  woold.not  become  the  di^tityof  the 
house  to  enter  into  minute  eiK|uiries  into 
the  precise  profits,  of  which  the  adventim 
rers  would  be  deprived.  Tbta  was  the  seii<r 
timent  expressed  by  the  nobl#i  earlt  an4 
supported  by  the  general  tenour  of  hit 
speech.^   m^  oo  his  laindi    th^jr  vest 
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lieitber  subvereive  of  the  6oa9Utati9»alpr4>- 
irileges  of  tfaeir  lordships^  uor  dostrocUve' 
of  theu  deliberative  fiiiicUoQis  io  any  par- 
|iciilaF« 

'fbe  Duke  of  C/ar^c«  was  of  opitiioii 
tbat  the  comiielooght  not  to  be  aUowed  to 
call  evidence  io  tbe  pres^it  caae.  His 
reason  wiu,  that  all  tbe  evidence  necessary 
to  illu9tra;te  tbe  interests  of  the  petitioners 
was  before  tbe  bo^se.  Their  lordsbips  bad 
loatenals  estougb  before  theto  to  farm  their 
judgment.  His  royal  hig^ioess,  however, 
reserved  to  bimseU  tbe  right  of  ooBsideriing 
vrbetber  it  would  not  be  ne<;essary  to  hear 
f  videace  on  other  points* 
.  Mr.  Clarke  was  then  heard  as  counsel 
for  the  corporation  of* Liverpool.  He 
asked  leave  to  exaiioine  Mr.  foster,  to 
shew  the  interest  wbiqh  dbe  corporation  of 
ttiverpool  bad  iin  tbe  wet  docks  of  tbet  port, 
«*»LQrd  Grenville  moved,  tbat  the  next 
counsel  be  beard.  Qrdered.*--*Mr,  Plumer 
was  called  in»  and  addressed  their  lordships 
OS  counsel  for  the  planters,  &c.  of,  the 
island  of  Jfamaica.  He  concluded  by  re- 
questing tbe  permission  of  tbe  bouse  to  ex- 
amine the  earl  of  Balcarras. 

The  Lord  CkanceUpr  asked  what  facts 
the  counsel  expected  lord  Balcarras  to 
prove? 

Mr.  Plumer  observed,  that  from  tbe 
long  period  his  lordship  had  been  governor 
of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  be  would  be  able 
to  point  out  tbe  consequence  of  tbe  aboil 
lion  of  the  West-India  colonies. 
.   X^d  GrmviUe  remarked,  that  it  was  ir- 
legular  to  examine  witnesses  at  their  lord 
ihips'  barv  who  had  no  fiacts  to  st^te,  but 
were  merely  called  to  explain  their  views 
'  and  opinions*.    Facts  might  be  sworn  to, 
^ut  prophecies  could  not.    Tbat  kind  of 
evidence  was  not  fit  for  their  lordships  to 
tear,  nor  for  others  to  give.    He  moved, 
^t  the  Be4;t  counsel  be  called  in. 

The  Duke  of  Ciii^r^Acedid  not  oppose  tbe 
Siotton,  but  he  observed,  tbat  since  liie 
evidence  was  last  beard  on  this  subject  by 
Ibeir  lordships,  alterations  had  occurred  in 
the  state  of  the  West  Indies,  which  might 
lender  it  necessary  to  hear  further  evidence. 
There  were  three  principal  points  of  which 
1^  royal  highness  thought  it  necessary  to 
nmind  their  lordships:  1st,  The  evacua- 
tion «f  the  island  of  St.  Domingo  by  the 
British  troops,  which  left  it  to  be  conside- 
vtd  what  efofii  the  state  of  t^  island 
wugluhave  on  Jamaica.  $dl^  tiie  posses- 
sion of  tbe  island  of  Trinidad,  wbicb  was,  as, 
to  ottUivatioo»  almoel  in  a  v^gjin  #t4(e. 


Sdly,  the  catastrophe  which  had  befallei 
the  island  of  Dominicow  How  were  thi 
lives  which  had  been  lost  theie  to  be  si|p 
plied? 

Lord  WMtmi  observed,  4;bal,  acmr4 
in§^  m  tUa  speech  of  the  learned  counsel 
theorists  were .  those  that  had  states 
faats  as  they  were,  and  then  the  learner 
counsel  pr^osed  tb  call  men  of  expe 
rience  to  prophesy  to  the  bouse  Uie  e| 
feet  w^b  this  noeasure  would  produce  ii 
future. 

The  Bishop  of  Lwdgn  declared,  the 
after  the  ample  evidence  which  bad  bee] 
produced,  particularly  in  tbe  examusation 
before  the  privy  council,  and  the  discussion 
which  bad  already  .taken  place  on  thi 
subject,  be^  much  doubted  wl>ether  all  lb 
evidence  which  counsel  could  produce 
woul0  be  suffieifTfit  to  invalidate,  the  prool 
of  tb^  cruelty  <ii  this  trade«  The  person 
who  then  gave  evidence,  were  men  of  higj 
distinctioti,  and  uaqeestioaable  veracity 
He  .deprecated  any  delay,  which  migb 
prove  fataU  Every  moment  was  precious 
numbers  of  poor  Africans  were  now  perish 
iog  in  tbe  holds  of  sUi^e  ships«  and  suffei 
ing  incredible  hardships  in  the  seasoning 
which  would  be  increaseid  if  this  meeeuf 
were  onneoessarily  delayed^— The  motio 
was  then  put  and  carried.  Af^er  Ml 
Scarlet  bad  been  heard. 

Lord  FMon  moved,  <'  that  an  kmnbl 
address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  thfl 
there  might  be  kid  on  tbe  table  of  tfa 
bouse  copies  of  the  correspondence  betwee 
the  ^en  secretary  of  state  and  the  goveci! 
ment  of  Trinidad^  in  1799,  respeotin 
grants  of  lands  to  be  made  to  any  per^oo 
settled  in  tbat  island.'^   • 

Lord  GvenvUk  said,  be  should  not  ol^ 
to  this  uKKioo,  but  believed  theil  no  sue 
permission  would  be  ibued  to  have  bee 
granted  to  the  government  of  XnnMad  ; « 
it  waA  in  the  contemplation  of  goveirnmeal 
at  that  period,  that  if  ik»  idai^  aheiald  tc 
main  4ifter  peao^  Io  this  country^  no  eaeov 
ragement  ^ould  be  given  to  any  new  art 
large  knportatioo  of  negroes  into  that  sel 
tlemeat,  and  that  ao  steps  should  be  take 
with  respect  to  that  island,  which  shoul 
obstruct  any  ulterior  measures  respediu 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade^-^He  th^ 
moved*  that  the  order  ler  the  «ecoti 
raading'^f  the  bill  be  diecbar^ed,  and  thi 
the  hill  be  read  a^eoood  lime  to^morrov 
elearly  wiabing  it  to  be  understood,  ebi 
the  debate  on  She  mail*  question  would  tbe 
Gmne  tin£~Agreed  to. 
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B0V8E  07  COMttOMS. 

Wednesday  f  February  4. 
[MmvTBR.]  Mr.  J.  Fane,  chaiman  of 
the  committeti  appointed  to  try  the  merits 
•C  the  petition  complaining  of  an  andae 
election  for  the  borough  of  Thetford,  re- 
ported that  the  comrorttee  had  decided 
tbatThomasCrcevey^^sq.  was  doly  elected, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned ;  and 
that  James  Mingay,  esq.  was  not  duly  elec. 
tedy  and  ought  not  to  have  been  returned, 
and  that  the  petition  was  not  fnvoloos  nor 
irexatious. — Sir  G.  Heathcote,  chairman  of 
the  Maldon  election  committee,  reported, 
that  it  had  determined  that  B.  Gaakill,  esq. 
was  not  duly  elected,  and  that  Charles 
Western,  esq*  was  duly  elected,  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned,  and  that  the  oppo- 
mtion  to  the  petition  was  not  frivolous  nor 
TexatioQS.— Mr.  Atkyns  Wright,  from  the 
select  committee  appointed  to  try  and  de- 
termine the  merits  of  the  Petition  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election  and  return 
lor  the  borough  of  Penryn,  informed  tl^ 
house,  that  the  said  committee  have  deter- 
mined, that  sir  Christopher  Hawkins,  hart,  is 
not  doly  elected  ;  tftit  Henry  Swann,  esq. 
it  duly  elected  ;  that  John  Trevanion,  esq., 
tfie  petitioner,  ought  to  have  been  returned ; 
that  the  said  ioha  Trevanion,  esq.  is  duly 
elected;  that  the  said  petitions  did  not 
either  of  them  appear  to  the  said  commit- 
tee to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious ;  and  also 
that  the  opposition  of  sir  C.  Hawkins  to 
the  said  peutious  did  not  appear  to  be  fri- 
▼okma  or  vexatious.  The  deputy  clerk  of 
the  crown  was  ordered  to  attend  the  house 
lo*morrow  to  amend  the  said  retaras.-— 
Mr*  Atkyns  Wright  also  acquainted  the 
bouse,  that  the  said  select  committee  had 
eome  to  several  Resolutions,  which  they 
liad  directed  him  to  report  to  the  house  ; 
and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  it  in  at  the  table,- where 
the  same  was  read/  and  is  as  followetb,  viz. 
^  Resolved,  that  it  appears  to  thiscommittee, 
thai  sir  Cl)ristopher  Hawkins,  bart.  has,  by 
himself  and  agents,been  guilty  of  bribery  and 
cbrrupt  practices,  to  influence  the  last  elec* 
tion  for  the  borough  of  Penryn.  That  John 
ttona  tho  elder,  James  Edgcombe»  the  rev. 
Robert  DiUou,  and  other  persons,  being 
electors  for  the  said  borough  of  Penryn, 
were  engaged  in,  and  parties  to,  the  said 
bribery  and  corrupt  practices."  Ordered, 
that  the  said  report^  be  taken  into  further 
consideration  on  the  2dd  instant ;  th^t  the 
said  report  be  priuted  for  the  members  of 
the  bouse;  and  that  the ^ostotftes ofthe  pr0» 


ceedbgs  of  the  said  committee  be  laid  be« 
fore  die  bouse.— -Mr.  Pamell  moved,  that 
the  order  for  taking  the  Mayo  election  pe^* 
tition  into  consideration  on  the  24th  of 
February,  be  discharged,  with  a  view  to 
postpone  it  to  some  early  d^  in  April.' 
The  precedents  of  the  conduct  adopted  by 
the  house  in  the  cases  of  the  Aberdeen, 
Dublin,  and  Londonderry  election  peti*' 
tions,  he  urged  as  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  party  founded  his  motion.  The  ^)sence 
of  a  material  witness,  th6  circumstance  -of 
an  eminent  barrister,  who  was  engaged  to 
support  the  petition,  being  absent  on  other 
professional  avocations,  and  a  matter  of 
general  consideration  in  such  cases,  the 
distance  of  the  place,  he  conceived  to  \m 
additional  grounds  for  inducing  the  house 
to  comply  with  the  ot>}ect  of  his  motion. 
Mr.  Corry  opposed  the  motioti,  as  he 
could  not  possibly  see  that  there  was  any 
analogy  between  the  ca^es,  which  the  hen. 
member  bad  cited  as  precedents,  and  tha€ 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  present  mo«^ 
tion.  In  the  county  of  Mayo  there  were 
nearly  8000  freeholders,  and  about  Aree 
fourths  of  those  who  voted  had  polled  in 
favour  of  the  sitting  member.  It  was  also 
to  be  recollected,  that  the  witnesses  might 
be  examined  by  commission  in  the  county 
of  Dowiiy  and  adjoining  county.— The  gal- 
lery was  then  cleared,  but  the  house  did 
not  divide,  and  the  motion  was  negatived. 
[OaoBa  In  CovKCTi.  res'Pf.ctino  Niu- 
TRAL  Vessels.]  Mr.  Pereeval  rose  pur- 
suant to  the  notice  he  had  given  above  a  fort- 
night since,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  for 
the  production  of  the  Order  of  Council  df 
the  7th  of  January  last,  relative  to  vessels 
sailing  from  port  to^  port,  such  ports  re^ 
specttvely  being  in  the  possession  of  France 
or  of  her  allies ;— a  paper  which,  wbei< 
produced,  the  house,  he  had  no  doubt, 
would  think  deserving  of  their  most  serious 
attention.  But,  however'  important  the 
subject,  and  however  serious  the  considered 
tion  which  the  paper  deservedy  yet  he  ap« 
prehended  that  he  might  appear  to  waut 
an  apology  for  himself,  for  havinggiven  to 
the  motion  which  he  was  id)Out  to  submit 
to  the  house,  so  much  pomp  and  solemnh5%. 
by  a  notice  so  extended.  Because,  i^heiir 
it  was  understood  that  this  motioftwias 
merely  for  the  productba  of  a  paper  %hk5li 
was  already  before  the  public,  and  kaowii 
to  all;  which  must  have  been  in- the  pos- 
session of  every  one  nccustomed  to  eufer  ar 
coffee-house,  or  read  a  newspaper  ibr  more 
tibatt  a  iBontb>  which,  in  ocder  to  giveHf 
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every  possible  publicUyt  auth^ticUy»  and 
authority,  bad  been  inserted  in  tbe  London 
Gazette;  and  which^  from  its  reference  to 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  regulation  of 
neutral  trade,)  was  in  its  nature  calculated 
to  excite  attention ;  he  was  apprehensive 
that  those  who  were  not  in. the  house  on  the 
other  night  when  this  matter  was  under 
consideration,  might  suppose  that  he  was 
acting  an  idle  and  ioipdicious  part,  in 
giving  a  distant  notice  or  a  motion  for  the 
production  of  a  document  which  every  one 
would  consider,  at  the  first  view,  as  a  thing 
to  be  granted  of  course.  In  this  situation  he 
felt  it  due  to  himself  to  state  the  real  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case* — When  he  first  in* 
tended  to  make  this  motion,  he  naturally 
concluded  that  th<;re  could  be  no  objection 
to  it,  and  that  it  would  of  course  be  com- 
plied with,  and  therefore  he  gave  notice 
that  he  would  move  for  the  paper  on  the 
following  day.  On  his  coming  to  the  house 
for  that  purpose,  the  noble  lord  opposite 
(Howick)  very  openly  4nd  candidly  stated 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  oppose  it.  He 
conceived  that  the  ground  of  objection 
must  be  tliat  the  paper  was  already  before 
the  public,  and  that  therefore  the  produo- 
tion  of  it  was  useless  and  unnecessary. 
But  it  was  admitted  that  when  any  subse- 
quent motion  was  intended  to  be  founded 
upon  any  great  public  document,  the  re- 
gular and  ordinary  mode  of  proceeding  was 
tcf  bring  that  document  formally  before  the 
house.  He  .therefore  found  that  this  was 
not  the  ground  of  objection* .  He  was  desi- 
rous, however,  that  the  house  should  be  in 
possession  of  the  real  ground,  whatever  it 
might  be,  and  therefore  requested  the 
noble  lord  to  state  openly,  whether  that 
\lra8  his  objection,  or  whether  he  had  a  dif- 
ferent one.  The  noble  lord  accordingly 
stated  that  this  was  not  the  ground  on  which 
he  meant  to  object  to  his  mqtion.  He  ad- 
*  mitted  that  the  regular  and  proper  mode 
of  proceeding,  with  a  view  to  a  subse- 
quent motion,  was  to  move,  in  the  first 
instance,  for  the  production  of  the  do* 
cument  on  which  it  was  to  be  founded. 
But  the  noble  lord  stated,  that  he  would 
oppose  itt  because  he  could  not  antici- 
pate any  measure  that  could  be  founded 
on  it,  to  which  he  should  not  feel  it  his 
duty  to  ol^ect ;  and.  therefore,  he  would 
not  even  go  so  far  as  to  countenance 
.that  subsequent  measure,  by  acceding  to 
the  production  ^of  the  paper...  .  Under 
tlic^  ciicumstances,  he  was  unwilling  to 
^r|iig;the  house  pfcuuatprelji  t9ja.  ^i^i^^  j 


sion  involving  so  many  extraordinary  cooi> 
sideratioost  and  charged  with  doctrines 
and  principles  so  entirely  new.  The  abi- 
lities of  the  noble  lord  opposite,  the  elo- 
quence  with  which  he  always  enforced 
his  sentiments,  and  the  influence  whick 
justly  and  naturally  belonged  to  the  8l»* 
tion  he  held,  rendered  it  unwis^  to  op- 
pose higi  without  having  first  made  that 
preparation  which  was  essential  to  the 
discussion  which  was  to  resuU  from  ag»- 
taUng  so  important  a  question  under  sock 
extraordinary  circumstances.  But,  it 
would  be  obvious  to  every  one  who  was 
acquainted  with  tbe  principles  of  parlia- 
inentary  proceedings,  and  more  strikingly 
so  to  those  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
principles  maintained  by  the  noble  lord 
and  his  friends,  while  they  sat  on  the  side 
of  the  house  from  which  he  (Mr.  P.) 
now  addressed  the  chair,  what  a  novd 
and  extraordinary,  what  an.  unparliamen*' 
tary  and  unconstitutional  doctrine  it  was, 
that  no  motion  for  papers  should  be  o^ 
fered  to  the  house  unless  it  should,  at  the 
same  time,  be  shewn,  that  no  proceeding 
was  to  be  founded  on  those  papers  but 
such  as  government  would  countenance. 
Heboped  tbe  house  would  not  counte- 
nance a  precedent  as  difierent  from  its 
former  practice  as  the  noble  lord's  doc- 
trine was  from  the  tenets  he  and  his  firiends 
had  formerly  maintained.  He  had  beea 
disposed  to  think  the  noble  lord  would 
have  anticipated  this  motion  by  some  pre- 
vious statement,  either  to  defend  his  prin- 
ciple or  tp  withdraw  his  opposition.  The 
paper  itself  was  a  measure  of  government, 
published  with  great  care  and  anxiety, 
and  intended  to  be  acted  upon.  Ministeis 
admitted,  that  the  ground  of  objection 
was  not,  that  the  paper  would  be  mad« 
known  by  this  motion,  but  that  it  would  be 
rendered  too  public.  The  paper  was  al- 
ready known  over  this  country,  it  was  open 
to  the  inspection  of  all  men ;  it  was  known 
over  all  Europe ;  and  yet  after  all,  the 
only  persons,  who  were  not  to  be  allowed 
to  see  the  paper,  w.ere  those  who  wens 
called  upon  particularly  to  discuss  it.  Tbe 
representatives  of  the  people,  who  were 
to  approve,  or  to  disapprove  what  was 
done  in  the  interests  of  their  constituents, 
were  refused  th<9.  means  by  which  to  dtr 
rect  their  judgement.  He  was  persuade4 
•the  jbouse.t  would  feel  that  this  refusal 
was  no  less  ;Uopreceden ted  than  it  was  un« 
pcincipWi.^nd  U  the  house  should. abaor* 
dqn  t^eir^rigUilto  4^11  io;  papers  qf  t^is 
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imA^t^j  Ihrf  would  abflfftJen  tfae  ummtm  of 
IHPMeeuting  imjr  etiqairy  tirto  m^>ttrm  of 
••dtemifttratioii,  And  #BtflMisA  a  piteoiple 
^bidi  wQfuM  te  In  tli«  iiighsst  degfet  tiie- 
«dvaiit«geOu6«  and  would  be  attended 
%i!lfa  tl^  tnoi«  deploraMe  aad  niiii6«8  con*- 
'tl^qu^lMreft*  Itie  ordiiMry  grouadi  of  ch- 
jeetioh  were  fiot  atated  ia  tbis  case; 
UiMre  fi«B  no  metitfoii  of  any  i^een^rent- 
«ace  that  wdold  attend  the  pnxlocdon  of 
thb  paper.}  no  meniaoti  of  the  length  of 
time  which  woaM  be  rei|aired  to  prepare 
H ;  no  mention  t»f  the  treulAe  and  labour 
t^  vrhicb  the  puhllc  offices  would  be  ex- 
IMMBOd.  it  was  not  Btated  that  it  was  from 
may  idle  curmity  that  it  was  called  for, 
and»  what  was  the  niost  serious  objection, 
k  was  not  stated  that  any  mischief  could 
arise  from  that  publicity  which  would  be 
the  consequence  of  discnsaon ;  for  the  pa- 
fet  was  already  as  publicly  known  as  it 
QOuld  be.  Under  these  circumstances, 
€0uld  the  house  refuse  to  accede  lo  his 
motion?  The  aubject  waa  acknowledgied 
to  be  of  a  magnitude  to  require  the  atten- 
tion of  parliament,  alid  the  productioti  of 
Hie  papers  was  resisted  merely  upon  the 
ground  that  no  motion  was  to  bt  founded 
tm  k  to  'which  government  was  disposed 
lb  give  its  approbation.  Then  suppose,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  that  it  was  admitted 
that  the  noble  lord  would  he  able  to  sa- 
tildy  Ifhe  house  4ihat  there  were  no  grounds 
for  any  subsequent  tnotioa;  suppose  it 
ahould  be  admits  that  after  discussion 
the  house  ought  to  be  petfectly  aatisfied 
with  Whaft  had  been  already  da|ie  by  mi- 
bisters,  and  sbouM  be  of -opitiion  that  they 
acted  wisely  aod  ptoperly  in  dorng'Uomot^ : 
though  this  should  be  conceded,  did  4t 
ther^ore  follow  thtft  the  neoessity  for  4is- 
iHiMion  was  tisperseded^ol'  that  the  boase 
4^ght  to  rest  OB  tlie  authcnrtty  of  aby  mi-^ 
nister  who  shoiiki  take  it  vpoti  hitaself  to 
dictate  to  the  house,  and  say,  that  (enough^ 
^ad  4ieen  dona,  sskI  that  there  tvsa  no  -tYeed; 
*vf  discussion?  lie  ntsvdT  be(£rd  reasoning^ 
itnore  completely  irregular  tha«i  t\ya  apon: 
which  the  ^crttde  lord  asemeti  tilsposed  to| 
Test  his'ocse.  It  tras  «d»itled  «lmt  nhei 
document  oufht  to'be  oa  tk^  Wble,  ^a  wr-j 
der  %o  lay  tbe  fouadaltoa^or  4$is«ttttioii.! 
.  .The  document  therefore  wa*  aecmsary  tc^^ 
lay  the  tfroand  wf  dkua&ii«i ;  %i#t  we  oouldj 
mot  get  the  paper  wtthout  tet  vateHn^ 
^poo  the  discussion;  tfaerefoM^e'iliaoasaian! 
iiNia«eceesary  in  order  to  pioQamthapdirtnr,; 
-mod  yet  there  could  Im-na  dtaeusMh'^l-lliel 
|Mper  was  .fM-adttcedt    tkm 


plete  esfdla<  The  magoltade.ef'  like  n^ea* 
sure  was  a  saffieieat  grotad  fer  the  pro«- 
duction  of  the  paper  t  and,  even  if  the  no- 
ble lord  eottld  satisfy  the  hooee  that  it  waa 
not  probahlei,  that  opon  discussion,  any 
fault  could  be  fbuttd  wiUi  the  measures 
whieh  had  been  adopted,  stUt  that  would 
not  be  a  proper  grotftod  for  reiusing  to  ac« 
cede  to  this  motion.  But  here  ministers 
wens  so  coafidmit,  that  they  would  not 
even  allow  the  house  to  deliberate  upon  the 
ease,  to  pohit  oot  any  errors,  or  to  shew 
where  improvements  and  useful  ahei-ations 
might  be  introduced.  They  would  not 
even  allow  them  to  consider  whether  any 
such  attefations  were  required.  He  could 
not  conceive  how,  for  the  credit  of  the 
measure ,  itself,  they  could  resist  discos- 
sion.  If  the  measure  was  a  wise  one,  it 
Would  well  bear  discussion,  and  it  would 
be  advantageous  to  government,  that  it 
should  be  seen  and  shewn,  lor  then  the  . 
government  itself  would  rise  in  credit  and 
estimation,  and  the  whole  measure  would 
be  much  more  complete  and  satisfactory. 
But,  if  there,  was  any  other  opinion  respect- 
ing the  measure  ;  if  there  were  doubts  as 
to  its  wisdom  or  its  policy,  then  indeed, 
he  could  conceive,  that  there  might  be  ob- 
jections to  the  production  of  ihis  paper, 
and  that  the  subsequent  motion  would  not 
be  such  as  would  be  agreeable  to  the  noble 
lord.  If  there  was  a  little  consciousness 
that  the  measure  could  not  be  defended  bn 
principle,  and  that  there  was  a  defect  in  the 
eitecution  ;  if,  where  there  ought  to  be  vi- 
gour, there  was  latiguor ;  if,  where  there 
ought  to  be  strength,  there  was  weakness; 
then  the  trol/le  lord  might  be  disponed  to 
oppose  the  motion.  This  led  him  to  say 
that  the  house  might  ivasonably  doubt 
whether  the  alleged  ground  of  opposition 
connittfted  thereal  one.  If  the  Teason  off 
bis  opposition  was  that  «^ich  he  alleged, 
namely,  an  unwiriingness,  so  far  to  coun-* 
tenance  auy  futore  motion  that  mi^t  be 
founded  On  <his  paper,  as  to  agree  to  its 
ptodaetion,  he  might  say  th»t  he  wouMnot 
pMdge  hiflisc^  to  ttgree  to  any  snbsequeift 
motbfi,  aitd  he  might  even  disavow  the 
impltcaCioa  whieh  his  assent  might  possibly 
occasion.  This  would  put  him  exactly  iti 
the 'sitrnfticmtn  which  he  said  he  desit«d 
lo  he  placed.  Bart  reaHy  ift  was  acateely 
pemdble  Ibr  him  to  txmcetve  any  rationd 
^roand  ef  oljection  to  this  motion.  l%eiw 
were  two  dhjedtions  otily  whidi  could  pos* 
sildy  «ater  "into  4as  imagination,  fm^ 
wia  4  aam-||it  anghtba  desinMefcrr  die  noble  lart^ta 
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know  how  far  hi«  indueoce  over  the  mem- 
bers of  this  house  might  exteod ;  how  far 
ih&y  would  submit  their  reason  and  their 
copsciences  to  the  controul  and  direction 
bf  the  noble  lord,  and  think,  speak,  and 
net  precisely  as  he  would  have  themv  If 
that  .was  the  object  of  the  noble  lord,  then 
indeed  it  must  be  admitted  that  this  was 
A  favourable  opportunity.  To  those  who 
before  sat  with  him  on  die  opposition  side 
of  the  bouse,  he  might  say^  **  To  you  who 
followed  me  when  we  were  in  opposition, 
io  calling  for  papers,  and  were  cofivipced 
by  the  arguments  which  I  then  used,  I 
will  now  shetr  the  fertility  of  my  inven- 
ti^p,  the  versatility  of  my  genius,  and  the 
abundance  which  I  possess  of  powerful, 
cogent,  and  irresistible  arguments.  By 
thi^se  means  i  shall  satisfy  you,  that  the 
course  which  we  before  pursued  ought  now 
to  be  atendoned,  and  tliat  as  we  have  got 
to  anotlier  side  of  the  house,  we  ought  to 
adopt  new  principles  of  conduct;  only 
rely  oo  me,  while  you  trace  back  your 
former  steps,  and  believe  that  though  our 
arguments  were  good  against  the  former 
m^r9ter8,  yet  the  same  arguments  are  bad 
when  urged  against  ourselves."  7—  There 
might  be  ainotller  ground  of  objectioiimore 
dangerous  than  the  one  he  had  mentioned. 
He  said  more  dangerous,  because  in  this 
country  when  atithority  was  carried  to  too 
great  a  length,  it  couLd  not  be  of  long  con- 
tiduaoee.  The  abuse  of  authorky  herie  was 
Oot  the  way  to  maintain  it,  and  the  attempt 
Io  force  the  opinions  of  the  members  of 
this  house,  would  ia  the  end  be  fatal  to 
those  who  acted  on  such  a  principle.  But 
what  he  was  particularly  i^prehensive  of 
was  the  precedent,  which  would  bej|ne  of 
the  most  mischievouer  that  could  be  con- 
ceived. It  might  be  said  here,  that  no  in- 
convenience would  result  from  the  refusal 
to  produce  this  paper.  It  was  pisblidy 
known,  and  there  was  no  occasion  for  pro- 
ducing it  in  a  formal  way.  But,-  if  the 
principle  was  once  establiished,  what 
would  Ibllow  with  respect  \fi  papers  rela- 
tive Co  oegociatious  for  peace*  or  treaties  of 
•ay  9ort }  U  there  should  be  treaties  where 
the  fi^ftim  of  Him  country  would  be  aban- 
doned, we  could  9Dly  have  sunxitseB  about 
(he  matter.  \i  we  asked  for  tbem^  we 
fbontld  be  told  tbdt  ministeri  wouidoppose 
Dbeiir  productioo,  because  they  CAoki  not 
CQQceiye  that  motiooa  could  be  fowuiod  en 
Ihesa  10  w\mk  they  would  be  disposed  to 
agree.  Unless  thersfove,  a  caae  waa  made 
fwit  in  the  first  iustanpe,  no  papen  coul^ 
VouVHI. 


be  produced,  though  frota  the  nature  of 
the  thing,  the  papers  were  absolutely  ne* 
•cessary  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  case. 
The  circular  reasoning  would  be  a  cod-> 
stant  resource,  and  the  consequence  would 
be,  that  the  house  of  commons  must  blind- 
ly submit  to  the  judgment  of  mioistefStf 
The  noble  lord  opposite,  had  said  oa  a  for* 
mer  night,  that  no  taunt  should  drive  him 
from  pursuing  what  he  held  to  be  his  dut^ 
on  the  side  of  the  hous^on  whieh  be^  sat, 
however  inconsistent  with  his  conduct  on 
the  other  side.  On  the  occasion  to  which 
hcf  alluded,  the  motion  for  printing  the  ht* 
my  Estimates,  the  noble  lord  bad  to  eoti' 
tend  against  a  special  preeedent.  In  the 
present  instance,  he  had  to  coxftend 
against  universal  ulfiage,  for  thefe  was  not  a 
single  instance  before,  of  a  paper  of  this 
kind  being  refused.  But  it  was  not  with 
their  former  principles,  but  with  their  pre- 
sent professions  that  he  wished  to  conlpans 
the  conduct  of  the  hOff.  gentlemen  oippo^ 
site.^  How  would  theif  conduct  upon  the' 
present  occasion  correspond  with  the  desii^ 
they  professed  of  giving  all  possible  tQfor«r 
matioo,  and  facilitating  every  investigation 
with  respect  to  their  conduct.  The  noble 
lord  opposite  (lord  H.  Petty)  had  stated  as 
the  rule  of  his  Conduct,-  and  tlmt  of  htsr 
colleagues,  the  principle  of  the  Roman 
Moralist,  who  wished  to  live  in*  a  houser 
encon^assed  with  glass,  windows,  so  Ihat^ 
all  his  actions  might  be  seen  from  e^iy 
side;  It  might  now  be  said  to  the  no^ 
ble  philo9opber,  **  there  you  ar^  in  your 
glass  house,  but  you  ate  so  much  afratd 
of  the  glass  being  broken,  that  we  must 
not  approach  near  enough  to  look  at 
you."  (A  laugh.)— He  believed  he  bad 
now  said  enough  to  induce  the  house  tor 
vote  for  the  production  of  thiiB  psfMr^ 
But  though  he  baddone  Ihisy  yet  he  t!b9ught 
it  necessary  to  enter  a  little  into  the  subject 
matter  of  the  order  of  council^  net  at  tbis- 
time  with  a  view  tp  persuade  the  honse  to 
adopt  any  measure  which  he  nHght  thi^k 
himself  csAled  upon  to  recommend  in  case 
his  present  motb^  was  acceded  to,  but  in 
order  to  shew  that  be  had  not  resolved  to 
movei  for  the  produetioe  of  this  paper  with- 
out reason^  and  that  Jihere  weie  ses ious 
groundjs  for  e  coasideratioa  of  it*  ^or 
this  purpose  be  veuld  call  their  atten« 
tioii  to  the  order  of  council  of  the  7tb  of 
JsAMisry ;  be  would  state  that  orikr,  leid 
what  i^  recited*  The  recital  was,  *<  Where* 
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**  as,  tbe  French  government  has  issued 
**  certain  orders  which,  in  riolation  of  the 
**  usages  •)£  war,  prohibit  the  commerce  of 
•*  all  neutral  nations  with  his  majesty's  do- 
**  minions,  and  also  to  prevent  snch  i^- 
^*  tions  from  trading  with  any  other  coun- 
**  try  in  any  articles,  tbe  growth,  produce, 
**  or  manufacture  of  his  majestyV  domi- 
^  nions ;  and  whereas  the  said  government 
**  has  also  taken  upon  itself  to  declare  all 
**  bit  majesty's  dominions  to  be  in  a  state 
**  of  blockade ;  and  whereas  such  attempts 
**  on  tbe  part  of  the  enemy  would  give  to 
^  his  majesty  an  unquestionable  right*  of 
*^  retaliation,  and  would  warrant  his  ma- 
'*  jesty  in  enforcing  the  same  prohibition 
^  of   all    commerce   with  France :    and 
whereas    his    majesty,    thorrgh    unwil- 
ling to  follow  tbe  example  of  his  enemies, 
by  proceeding  to  an  extremity  so  distres 
sing  to  all  the  nations  not  engaged  in  the 
**  war,yet  he  feels  himself  bound  not  to  suffer 
'*  such  measures  to  be  taken  by  the  enemy 
**  without  taking  some  steps  on  his  part 
**  to  restrain  the  violence,  and  to  retort 
•*  upon  them  the  evils  of  their  own  injus- 
•*  tice."  After  this  recital,  the  paper  went 
on  to  order,  **  that  no  vessel  shall  be  per- 
•*  mitted  to  trade  from  one  port  to  ano- 
*^  ther,  both  which  ports  shall  belong  to,  or 
**  be  in  possession  of  France  or  her  allies/' 
Here  it  was  stated  that  we  bad  a  full  right  to 
retaliate,  an  assertion  which  he  would  not 
dispute,  for  he  entirely  concurred  in  its  jus- 
tice*    On  the  contrary,  he  thoaght  that 
we  ought  to  have  retaliated,  not  on  neu- 
trals, but  on  the  enemy,  however  hard  that 
retaliation  might  prove  upon  neutrals.  He 
would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say,  that  if  this 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations  'had  been 
Qierely  accidental,  or  confined  to  some 
small  territory,  that  we  either  bad  the  full 
right  or  ought  in  reason  to  have  applied 
the  same  principles  universally ;  but  where 
the  principle  was  adopted  and  applied  in 
its  widest  extent  by  our  en^my,  it  was  the 
maddest  proposition    that  ever  was  laid 
down,  that  any  belligerent  power  should 
be  restrained  by  laws  whith  its  enemies  had 
renounced.      When  we  turned    to    the 
French  decree,  there  was  an  avowal  that 
they  were  not  to  be  bound  by  the  law  of 
nations.     Here  it  was  necessary  to  attend 
to  the  considerations  that  induced  states 
to  accede  to  the  law  of  nations.    They  did 
it  with  a  view  to  the  interest  of  nations  in 
^general,  and  of  course  expeeted  that  others 
would  submit  to  it;  for  if  others  would  not, 
then  they  .suffered  a  manifest  injury,  and 


did  not  act  so  as  to  maintain  ^eir  just  and 
proper  rights.     Now   the  French  decree 
recited,  ••  that  England  had  ceased  to  ob- 
•'  serve  the  law  of  nations  j  that  the  ex- 
*'  tended  the  right  of  conquest  to  the  car- 
**  goes  and  property  of  individuals,  and 
"  that  she  had  monstrously   abused  the 
"  right  of  blockade,  with  a  view  to  ag* 
«*  grandiKe  the  commerce  and  industry  of 
"  England  at  the  expence  of  other  nations^ 
between  whom  the  communication  was 
**  impeded.    That  as  this  was  the  object 
**  of  England,  all  those  who  carried  on 
*'  traffic  in  English    commodities  on  the 
"  continent,  seconded  her  ^lews,  and  reu» 
"  dered  themselves  her  accomplices ;  and 
"  that  France  had  a  right  to  eraploy  the 
"  same  weapons    against  Eiigkod,  that 
•*  England  employed  against  her."  It  thefc 
went  on  to  order,  that  «*  the  consequences 
«*  of  the  decree  should  be  considered  as 
"  fixed  and  fundamental  laws  of  the  em- 
**  pire,  so  long  as  England  refused  to  ac- 
•*  knowledge  one  and  the  same  law,  as  ap- 
'«  plicable  both  to  sea  and  land,  and  till 
"*she  ceased  to  consider  private  property 
**  as  good  prize,  and  that  all  commerce  and 
"  all  correspondence  with  the  British  isles 
•*  should  be  prohibited.*'     Here  then  it 
was  decreed,  that  till  Britain  renounced 
the    right   to    capture   private  property, 
which  was  a  right  recognized  by  the  law  of 
nations,  it  was  to  be  made  a  fundamental 
and  fixed  law  of  tbe  French  ettipire,  that 
all  commerce  with  the  British  isles  should 
be  prohibited.     It  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to  go  on  to  prove  the  right  of  retaliation, 
because  that  was  announced  by  the  go- 
verument  in  the  order' of  council.     But, 
wheiJ  it  breamc  matter  of  doubt  whether 
this  I  ight  had  been  acted  upon,  it  was  not 
sufHcieut  for  government  to  say  that  they 
had  acted   upon  it ;  that  was  a^  matter  to 
be  considered  and  discussed  by  tbe  house. 
But  if  this  right  was  conceded,  it  then  be- 
came a  question,  whether  it  was  politic  or 
expedient  to  exercise  that  right,  and  to 
what  extent.     Now,,  that  it  was  expedient 
and  politic  to  act  upon  this  right,  he  had 
the  authority  of  the  order  of  council  itself 
for  maintaining,  for  it  was  there  stated, 
**  that  his  majesty  felt  himself  bound  to 
^<  take  some  steps  to  restrain  this  violence 
"  and  turn  upon  the  enemy  the  evils  of 
<*  which  they  thenselvea  had  been  the 
<<  authors.'^     It  was  therefore '  admitted 
that  we  had  the  right  to  reuliate,  and  that 
it  was  expedient  toiMst  to  a  certain  degree 
oo  that. right.— This  beiag  admitted,  thd 
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Qoly  question  that  reaiaio«d  was,  as  to  the 
extent  to  whieh  it  ought  4o  be  acted  upon. 
He  wished  the  house  tcr  Atteod  to  the  data 
upon  which  he  had  proceeded  so  far«  The 
right  was  adontted  to  retaliale  to  the  full 
<»tent,  but  if  we  had  a  right  to  destroy  the 
enemy's  commerce  entirely,  then  it  fol- 
lowed as  a  corollary,  that  we  had  a  right 
to  do  it  with  some  conditi0D&.  These 
being  c<Sncede^,  to  what  extent  ought  we 
'to  proceed  ?  In  order  to  form  a  correct 
opinion  on  this  point,  it  was  necessary  to 
consider  the  views  which  we  ought  to  have 
in  resorting  to  measures  of  retaliation  at 
alL  Now,  there  were  two  objects  which 
we  ought  to  have  in  view,  the  right  and 
the  expediency  being  clear.  First,  we 
ought  to  retaliate  in  the  mode  best  suited 
to  counteract  the  evil  effects  resulting  to 
ourselves  from  the  measures  of  our  enemies ; 
and  secondlxt  we  ought  to  retaliale  so  as 
lo  make  our  enemies  feel  as  much  as  pos* 
•iUe  the  evil  of  their  own  injustice,  as  the 
words  of  the  order  had  it.  Now,  if  these 
were  the  principles  on  which  we  ought  to 
have  proceeded,  then  he  might  venture  to 
«iy«  that  the  portion  of  the  enemy's  tra^e, 
which  had  been  selected  as  the  object  of 
retaliation,  was  that  portion  which  offered 
.  not  one  of  the  advantages  in  view,  to  any 
thing  like  the  .extent  in  which  they  would 
have  been  furnished  by  other  trades.  The 
first  object  was  the  greatest,  and  that  was 
to  counteract  the  effects  of  the  enemy's 
measures,  and  make  the  evils  be  felt  as 
little  as  possible  by  ourselves.  Then  it 
could  hardly  be  said,  that  stopping  the 
coastingrtrade  of  the  enemy  was  the  best 
way  to  answer  that  purpose.  But  what 
was  the  mischief  ?  He  hoped  that  tlie  ef- 
fects of  the  enemy's  measures  would  be  in 
a  great  degree  counteracted  by  the  elastic 
principle  of  trade  itself,  and  that  our  com- 
modities would  find  their  way  to  the  con- 
tinent, in  spite  of  all  prohibitions.  But  no 
one  could  doubt  that  some  mischief  would 
be  done.  None  could  doulit  that  the  ha- 
zard and  inconvenience  would  send  our 
commodities  to  the  foreign  market  at  an 
increased  price.  Something  at  least  would 
be  added  to  the  insurance,  from  the  risk 
of  capture  and  confiscation,  and  this  would 
force  the  seller  to  enhance  his  price,  and 
consequently  enable  others  to  come  into 
competition  with  him,  and  even  to  under- 
sell him.  It  must  therefore  be  clear,  that 
though  our  commodities  should  not  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  continent,  they  must  find 
their  way  there,witb  greater  inconvenience, 


iM^d  at  an  advanced  price.    Why,  then,  i 
there  were  goods,  which  were  almost  ex 
eluded  from  the  continent  by  the  increases 
risk,  inconvenience,  and    increased  pric< 
consequent  on  a  state  of  war,  they  raus 
by  this  additional  burthen  be  toully  pre« 
vented.     In  that  point  of  view,  it  was  im* 
possible  to  consider  the  order  of  council 
as  affurdihg  us  any  relief.    Then^  if  thii 
was  so,  it  remained  to  look  at  the  othei 
object,  which  was  to  distress  our  enemies 
as    much  as  possible.     Now,    the  order 
ought  to  be  made  to  bear  on  the  trade 
which  we  could  most  effectually  destroy. 
The  coasting  trade  I  Was  that,  the  trade 
most  easily  interrupted,  when  the  vessels 
could  so  easily  run  into  creeks  and  get  un- 
der the  protection  of  their   batteries?  It 
must,  be  evident,  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  -make  any  very  serious  impression 
on  this  tra^e.     But  supposing  th^t  it  could 
be   effectually  prevented,   he  would  ask, 
whether  that  was  the  way  in  which  the 
greatest  mischief  could  be  done  to   the 
enemy  i  He  allowed  that  the  interruption 
of  this  trade  would  be  mischievous  to  the 
enemy,  and  therefore   he   would    by  no 
means  preclude  the  government  from  reta^ 
Hating  in  that  way.    But  every  body  must 
be  sensible  that  this  trade  was  in  a  great 
measure  internal,  and  that  it  could  be  car* 
ried  on  by  land  as  well  as  by  sea,  though 
not  with  the  same  ease  and  convenience. 
The  Brest  fleet,  for  instance,  might  be  per- 
fectly well  supplied  by  land  carriage,  though 
the  coasting  trade  should  be  annihilated. 
We  might  pi^ess  heavily  upon  the  internal 
trade  of  France  by  this  means,   but  we 
could  never  prohibit  it.    Now,  if  there 
was  any  trade  by  interrupting  or  preventing -j 
which  we  could  in  a  great  measure,  ot| 
completely,  exclude  certain  necessary  com*  i 
modities  from,  that  part  of  the  continent! 
under  the  dominion  of  France,  that  waai 
the  trade  which  ought  to  have  been  pre^ 
ferred    for    the   purposes    of  retaliation* 
The  house  might  haye'  anticipated  him  in 
what  he  was  going  to  say.     But  he  begged 
to  be  understood  as  not  peremptorily  io« 
sisting  upon  any  particular  measures,  al{ 
those  which  ought  certainly  to  have  beedj 
adopted.    All  he  wished  to  do  wsis,  to  sheii 
that  there  was  much  reason  to.  doubt  whw 
th^r  the  measure  that  had  been  adpptei 
by  eovemment  was  the  most  efficient  thi 
could  have  been  adopted  under  the  pre 
sent  circumstances.     He  thought  that  tl| 
best  plan*  would  have  been  to  prevent  tip 
importatioa  of  the  commodities  of  the  04 
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lonitt  of  Fnaqt  aiid  Spii^  into  Fkmncey 
and  tbeoounuieft  under  her  dominion. 
6tt|>|jote  IhAt  we  eould  not  succeed  in  do- 
ing Uits  completely,  yet  wo  should  incFeuse 
the  cost,  and  render  the  conveyance  more 
peiiloos.  We  should  enhance  the  price  of 
these  antcles,  and  enable  our  own  com-. 
Inodities  to  mee^  them  with  advantage. 
Wb  should  improve  the  market,  therefore, 
for  our  owh  mencbants  and  manufacturers, 
jMid  promote  the  sale  of  their  goods.  We 
ihottkl  then  h^te  that  trade  which  could  be 
H^oet  ejssily  interrupted,  and  which  our 
iBOen^y  cpujd  ^ot  extric^^e  from  our  grasp, 
and  he  w(H^l(f  J^l^fally  b»  made  to  feel  the 
frvtl  effects  of  ti\$  ^wp  injustice.  It  might 
be  setd  that  jthts  would  interrupt  the  ac- 
0istoined  trade  of  neutrals.  But  to  inter- 
rufK  the  trade  of  their  colonies  to  France 
dnd  8^11  sras,  most  of  $11  o|hers,  that 
Hvliieh  would  least  interrupt  the  ^ccnstomed 
MAe  of  neutrals.  It  h^  been  said,  that 
this  subject  ought  pOt  tp  be  discussed  until 
the  time  when  the  stipulations  of  the 
Ireaty  with  Anteiica  would  come  regularly 
liefoins  tlbS  house,  Ife  disclaimed  all  sort 
fit  onimtdl7«rsiop  on  that  trei^y,  as  the 
p0b\e  lord  hnd  distinctly  declared,  that  his 
IMijesty  had  reservec}  to  himself^  right  to 
retaliate  to  the  same  extent  to  which  the 
enemy  had  carried  their  unjust  aggressions. 
But  at  the  same  time  be  must  say,  that  he 
could  not  conceive  what  was  the  value  of 
^hht  light  unless  it  was  acte()  upon^-^If, 
fhen,  the  measi^re  of  government  on  this 
eabject  was  not  so  adequate  as  it  might 
Wave  bi^i?n,  upon  what  ground  was  it,  be 
^uld  Qsk,  that  the  meaus  were  refi|sed  of 
MMidofipg  whether  ^ny  measure  more  ef- 
lective  might  not  be  adopted  ?  It  might  be 
#aid,  lihat  this  was  from  our  fear  of  neu- 
tflils,  for  W0  Qiight  apprehend  some  danger 
ff  we  proceedec}  to  vigorous  mei^ures 
WHhonft  consulting  them.  This,  however, 
-#li4*not  a  defence  for  government,  for  they 
•liftd  done  sofpething  already  -  without  con- 
tnlting  neutrals. '  But/ if  pur  right  was 
ftlear  apd  manifest,  there  wais  no  necessity 
fbr  cppsulting  jthem.  AH  ^hat  th«fy  could 
^asonahiy  expecl  wa*,  a  notice;  *  Those 
Ittready  k/o  tbeir  voyages  s|iould  pot  he  in- 
terrupted, atid  this  was  all  that  they  could 
t«asovfli%iy.hope.  A  rBB0on«l)le  time  ought 
to  be  allowed  them  fer  reoeiTiag  informa- 
tiotoy  as  had  been  provided  for  in  the  order. 
They  OouM  claim  nothii^  farther.  But, 
eouM  ye«  «ay  that  your  apprehension  of 
ffteatrds  was  the  gnMi&4  of  this  very  le< 
fHeiht  pr^cedaris  f  This  woaM  mot  be  avow- 


ed  by  any  gowrnment.  Bat  there  wat 
great  reason  to  suppose  that  this  wjss  tha 
tr^e  grouad  when  it  was  considered  that 
the  negociation  with  America  was  ^ing 
on  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  uontf- 
importation  act,  and/roucluded  before  that 
act  waS'  suspended ;  and  those  who  said 
that  Ui^s  act  bad  produced  a  wholesome  ef«> 
feet,  would,  when  they  knew  this  circum^ 
stance,  find  that  tbey  had  better  authority 
for  saying  so  than  tbey  at  first  imagined. 
But,  if  yott  should  be  right  in  point  ojf  joa* 
tice,  the  pressure  of  your  measures  on 
neutrals  was  not  to  be  ascribed  to  any 
6iult  of  yours.  The  blame  rested  with  tha 
enemy  who  fornod  you  to  adopt  them*  He 
was.  therefore  at  a  loss  to  conceive  upoii 
what  principle  it  was,  that  something  like 
these  measures,  which  he  had  mentioned, 
had  not  been  carried  into  execPtion  by  goir 
verement.  But  there  w^  another  men^ 
sure.  You  might  turn  the  provisions  of 
the  French  decree  against  themselves,  and 
as  they  have  said  that  no  British  good( 
should  sai}  freely  on  the  seas,  you  might 
say  that  no  goods  .should  be  carriied  to 
France,  except  they  first  touched  at  a  Bri* 
tish  port.  Tbey  might  be  forced  to  be  en. 
tered  at  the  Gostom->bouse>  and  a  certain 
entry  imposed,  which  would  contribute  to 
enhance  the  price,  and  give  a  better  sale  iq 
the  foreign  market  to  your  own  commodi- 
ties.—-Having  stated  this,  he  did  not  go  tha 
length  of  saying  that  w;e  ought  to  retaliate 
to  the  full  extent  of  our  right.  All  thai 
he  said  was,  that  the  measure  adopted  by 
government  was  inadequate,  and  the  mo- 
tion which  be  ip^aut  to  have  made  would 
not  have  gone  farther  t^han  to  state  that 
ministers  had  not  taken  the  most  effectual 
means,  to  avert  the  evils  of  our  enemy's  in- 
justice from  ourselves,  or  to  retaliate  to  tfans 
proper  extent  upon  him.  If  this  motioo 
had  passed,  be  meant  to  have  left  it  on  the 
table,  that  ministers,  influenced  by  the 
weight  and  authority  of  this  house,  might 
have  adopted  such  further  meas«|ties  as 
might  appear  best  calculated  to  answer  the 
intended  objects.  Now,  if  he  had  not  swv 
ceeded  in  proving  that  the  plim  which  he 
bad  hientioned  was  the  best  that  could  be 
adopted,  ]ie  hoped  ha  had  at  least  shewn 
that  there  ^  was  something  ia  this  order  of 
council  thisit  deserved  the  serious  attitethm 
and  consid4sr$tion  of  the  house,  aiod  that 
there  was  no  principle  which  oould  jastify 
the  exclusion  of  the  paper  itself.  '  Here  ho 
would  therefore  leave  dietubject,  and  only 
fuither  trespass  on  .t|ae  4itteiitio|i  of  ^p 
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hottse  by  <Dovitig,  **  That  an  faomble  ad- 
drees  be  presented  to  bis  majesty,  praying 
that  his  majeftty  may  be  graciously  pleased  to 
direct)  that  jtbere  be  laid  before  tbis  bouse, 
Acopy  of  the  Order  of  bis  majesty  in  Council, 
dated  tbe  7th  of  January  last,  relative  to 
^saek  sailing  from  port  to  port,  such  ports 
respectively  being  in  the  possession    of 
•f  rvnce  or  of  her  allies/* 
•    The  Advecate-Gtneral  (sir  John  Nicholls) 
liegan  with  regretting  fhat  he  did  not /eel 
himself  better  qualified  to  resist  the  argu- 
nentft,  in  his  mind  rattier  specious  than 
«olid,  which  had  been  advanced  by  his  hon. 
and  learned  frieodj  in  favour  of  the  present 
motion ;  but,  however  inadequate  he  might 
be  to  the  task,  he  certainly  should  not 
ehrink  froQQ   the  undertaking  of   briefly 
«tating  his  reasons  for  thinking  the  present 
motion  unnecessary,  and  that  the  reasons 
by-  wbkh  it  was  attempted  to  be  supported 
vere  more  indebted  to  the  plausible  inge- 
iiaity  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend's  mode 
<of  patting  them«  than  to  any  intrinsic  force 
in  the  arguments  themselves.    The  motion, 
«8  to  the  shape  in  which  it  at  first  pre- 
sented itself,  was  certainly  liable  to  no  se* 
rious  objection  \    but  he  conceived   the 
qaestion  for  tlie  house  to  consider,  in  the 
present  instance,  was,  what  was  the  real  na- 
ture of  the  motion,  and  what  the  ulterior 
proceedings  which  were  lo  be  founded  upon 
that  motion,  if  acceded  to;  and  in  ih^^ 
view  be  had  no  hesitation  in  maintaining, 
that  the  present  motion  was  altogether  un- 
precedentedk     He  called  upon  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  to  adduce  an  instance 
in  which  parliament  consented  to  the  pro. 
duction  of  a  paper  until  the  circumstances 
of  the  proceedings  to  be  instituted  upon 
the  ground  of  that  paper  had  been  clearly 
and  explicitly  laid  down,  and  as  generally 
understood^    Ignorance,  at  least,  was  not 
among  the  pretences,  for  it  had  been  ad 
mitted  by  his  lc«med  friend,  that  the  paper 


the  interesting  intelligence  therewith  con* 
nected,  he  confe;ieed  himseK  totally  mis^ 
taken  in  his  underslandtng  of  tht  term* 
secrecy,  mystery,  and  4bguisc.  It  waa 
equally  unfair  to  argue,  that  his  majesty's 
ministers  in  that  bouse  were  averse  to  tbe 
production  of  the  paper  from  an  apprehen- 
sion of  an  active  and  searching  disciii^iont 
which,  as  it  was  pretended,  it  might  be 
prudent  in  them  to  decline;  for,  If  that 
were  the  case,  tliey  would  not  have  per- 
sisted in  that  refusal,  which  mote  imme* 
diately  involved  them  in  the  supposed  dif- 
ficulty, and  gave  his  learned  friend,  upoft 
the  opposite  side,  the  most  plausible  pre^ 
tence  upon  which  tic  could  urge  his  pre* 
sent  motion-.*-a  pretence  which  had  beeii 
dwelt  upon  with  all  his  learned  Triend'a 
characteristic  address,  but  which,  at  the 
same  time,  was  certainly  rather  to  be  ad- 
mired frr  its  declamatory  display,  than  as, 
sented  to  for  its  reasoning  force.  But 
leaving  all  further  argument  upon  this  part 
of  the  subject,  he  should  now  proceed  tiy 
argue  the  merits  of  the  case,  as  if  the  do* 
cument  required  were  really  before  tha 
house;  confident,  as  he  was,  that  when* 
ever  it  should  be  expedient  to  produce  that 
document,  the  measure  would  not  be 
found  likely  to  produce  those  effects  whicb 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  been 
pleased  to  attribute  to  it.  The  conduct 
of  the  French  government,  in  issuing  the 
edict  alluded  to  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  was  allowed  on  idl  hands  to  be  in 
direct  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
of  the  rights  of  neutral  powers,  with  a 
view  solely  to  destroy,  if  possible,  the  com* 
merce  of  this  country  :  for  what  were  it! 
tenour  and  purport  ?  Why,  to  declare,  for- 
sooth, all  the  ports  of  the  British  isles  in  a 
state  of  blockade  (although  France  wai 
not  atle  to  send  a  single  ship  to  the  moutt 
of  any  one  of  them,  to  support  the  mani- 
festo), and  to  announce  her  deterfflinatioi 


in  question  had  appeared  in  the  JiOndon'  to  capture  and  confiscate  every  neutra! 


Gaxe^ttt)  and  had  found  its  way  to  the 
table  of  every  cofieevhouse  in  London 
This  not  only  proved  that  there  was  no  ne 
icesiity  for  any  additional  information  upon 
ehis  lobjcct)  bat  tended  sufficiently  to  re- 
tiirt  any  idle  jokes  that  the  volatile  bn- 
tnonr  of  genttemen  mig^t  tempt  them  to 
CMt  ^pon  the  aUedged  mysteriousness  of 
bis  majesty's  government.  If  the  publican 
tion  of  the  paper  now  called  for,  in  every 
^aily  vehicle  of  Infonnation,  was  a  mark 
«rf  mystery,  and  of  tfae  wishes  of  his  ma- 
^y*9  n^iditento  ooac«al  and  to  suppress 


ship,  with  its  cargo,  that  shall  have  touchet' 
at  any  of  those  ports,  on  its  way  to  a  conti 
nental  port,  or  shall  be  found  approachinj 
thereto,  until  Great  Britain  shall  have  re 
nounced  the  right  of  capturing  the  privati 
ships  of  any  nation  with  which  she  may  ^ 
at  w{(r,  and  to  confine  the  exercise  of  tbi 
right  of  capture  merely  to  the  ships  am 
vessels  belonging  to  (l^e  government  of  tfai 
belligerent  nation..  But  this  was  a  princl 
pie  as  novel  in  tbe  usages  of  war  betweei 
belligerent  powers,  aa  tfae  edict  itself  w« 
contrary   to  the  bw  of  oations,    Ttt 
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xisage.  of  .capturing  the  commercial  ships 
And  cargoes  of  an  enemy  at  war  was,  he 
^ootendedy  as  old  as  war  itself ;  it  was  an 
usage  asserted  by  every  nation,  and  a  right 
«tUl  more  important  than  that  of  capturing 
an  enemy's  ship,  of  war  ^  becausLe  the  com- 
mercial vessels  of  an  enemy  contributed  so 
greatly  to  increase  his  revenues  and  re. 
sources ^r  carrying  on  and  protracting  war; 
lind  yet  tliis  was  the  sole  ground  of  pretence 
upon  which  the  French  government  pro- 
jceeded  to  declare  the  ports  of  these  is- 
lands in  a  state  of  blockade  !  His  hon,  and 
}earned  friend  di(|  not  venture  to  sustain 
.the  conduct  of  France  on  this  occasion  ; 
be  was  of  opinion,  that  neutral  nations  had 
full  right  to  retaliate  ;  and  that  those  na> 
tions  would  allow  the  like  right  to  this 
country,  and  of  having  recourse  to  similar 
jueans  for  distressing  an  enemy,  who  had  so 
jfiagrantly  outraged  the  law  of  nations* 
The  question,  then,  to  be  considered  was 
merely,  to  what  extent  it  would  be  politic 
;and  advisable  to  exercise  that  right,  witb- 
oat  first  giving  due  notice  to  those  nations? 
Were  we  to  press  and  crush  unoffending 
merchants  by  the  actual  execution  of  seve- 
rities to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  enemy's 
menace  ?  lie  believed  the  house  would  not 
go  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  so  far, 
but  would  rather  prefer  mild  and  moderate 
measures  at  first,  if  likely  to  be  efficacious. 
]t  became  a  great  and  magnanimous  nation 
tu  be  always  moderate  in  the  application  of 
its  power;  and  he  was  sure  the  house 
would  approve  of  the  reluctance  with 
which  his  majesty's  ministers  yielded  to 
the  necessity  of  adopting  measures  of  re- 
taliation upon  the  enemy  which  would  oc- 
casion so  much  distress  on  neutrals,  )t 
was  not  denied  that  some  steps  in  retalia- 
tion were  necessary,  and  the  question  was, 
))pw  fur  the  ships  that  had  beep  taken  were 
adequate;  his  honourable  friend  said,  we 
ought  to  have  gone  the  length  of  interdict- 


gested  some  measures  which  the  house  was 
to  compare  with  those  of  ministers  now 
parrying  into  execution,  it  was  necessary 
to  allow  a  fair  trial  to  what  ministers  had 
adoptpd^  A  total  prohibition  of  all  com- 
merce in  the  produce  of  the  enemy  would 
\)e  at^ndied  with  the  most  distressing  conse- 
quences to  the  few  provinces  tqat  re- 
mained neutral,  and  perhaps  with  some 
mischief  to  ourselves.  Spain,  Italy,  Hol- 
land, the  North  of  Germany,  all  the  coast 
from  the  Elbe  to  the  gulph  of  Venice, 
3vith  the  exception  of  ^^orju^t,  were  unde)- 


the  dominion  of  Fraece,  and  all  powers 
that  covered  this  extent  of  country  were 
leagued  with  her  in  the  war ;  and  on  the 
other  side  were  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Swe« 
den,  co-operating  with  us*  The  only 
powers  that  were  neutral,  were  Austria, 
which  had  only  the  single  port  of  Triest ; 
Denmark,  which  had  no  means  of  supply* 
ing  its  colonies,  or  of  disposing  of  its  co» 
louial  produce,  if  we  carried  a  general  in* 
terdict  into  execution;  Portugal,  wbidi 
would  feel  the  same  disabilities ;  and  Ame- 
rica, with  respect  to  which  such  an  inter '• 
diet  would  be  the  means  of  infinite  distress^ 
He  could  discover  that  a  jealousy  of  Ame^ 
rica  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  these  com-' 
plaints.  But  was  it  to  be  conceived  that 
we  also  should  not  suffer  by  adopting  and 
enforcing  a  total  interdict?  For  if  we  shut 
the  door  upon  neutral  commerce,  we  must 
also  shut  it  in  a  great  degree,  upon  our 
own.  If  the  commerce  of  neutrals  with  the 
continent  was  stopped,  we  must  be  totally 
debarred  from  all  access  to  the  continental 
market.  If  neutrals  are  deprived  of  the 
continental  market  for  their  colonial  pro- 
duce, they  will  not  have  the  means  of 
purchasing^  from  us»  Aiherica  exporta 
to  the  continental  nations,  but  imports 
chiefly  from  Great  Britain.  The  com« 
nierce  of  neutrals  with  our  enemies 
was  also  necessary  to  us  in  another  view* 
We  wanted  some  of  the  prqduce  of  the 
enemy's  country  for  our  manufactures ; 
the  silks  of  Italy  for  instance,  and  the 
wools  of  Spa\n.  We  wanted  a  little  of  the 
wines  and  brandies  of  France  to  cheer  and 
comfort  us.  France  had  no  maritime 
power  to  enforce  her  decree ;  but  if  her 
intimidation  deterred  neutrals  frpm  coming 
to  us,  it  would  be  then  time  enough  to  re- 
cur to  extreme  severity.  The  rcstrictioD 
of  the  commerce  between  one  port  of  the 
enemy  and  another,  was  the  measure  of 
present  retaliation,  which  it  was  conceived 


ing  all  commerce  with  PVance,  and   8ug-<  would  fall  heaviest  on  the  enemy,  with  the 


least  possible  annoyance  to  neutrals. 
Much  trade  was  carried  on  from  port  to 
port  of  the  enemy  under  neutral  names* 
The  whole  trade  of  the  enemy  was,  in  fact, 
carried  on  under  a  system. of  neutraliza. 
tion.  This  trade  irom  port  to  port  of  the 
eneniy«  was  a  trade  in  which  neutrals  were 
not  concerned  in  time  of  peace,  though 
they  had  a  right  to  exercise  it.  Their  in- 
terference in  It  increased  in  proportion  as 
our  maritime  auperiority  grew  on  the  de- 
struction of  the  marine  of  the  enemy.  lu 
times  when  t^aritiiqe  power  wt^&^arl;  ba« 
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lanced,  every  counUy  carried  on  this  trade 
in  its  own  bottoms  by  means  of  convoy's. 
It  was  til  us  carried  on  in  time  of  peace. 
The  restriction  now  imposed,  while  it  would 
be  very  annoying  to  the  enemy,  would  still  al- 
Jow  to  neutrals  a  gainful  commerce,  by  ma- 
king their  ports  the  entrep6ts  between  one 
enemy's  port  and  another.  It  was  honour- 
able to  us  as  a  great  nation,  that  in  propor- 
tion as  the  enemy  was  violent,  we  were  mo- 
derate. Our  moderation  would  be,  besides 
the  means  of  procuring  us  the  supplies  of 
the  articles  we  wanted  from  the  enemy, 
and  of  introducing  our  commodities  am^ng 
them.  He  would  ask,  whether  the  inter- 
vention'of  neutrals  would  not  afford  a 
.great  facility  to  what  Buonaparte  was  most 
hostile  to,  the  introduction  of  British  goods 
into  the  countries  under  bis  controtil,  and 
our  obtaining  from  those  countries  the  sup- 
•plies  we  wanted  from  them.  The  com- 
merce from  port  to  port,  in  a  line  of  coast 
-extending  from  the  Elbe  to  Venice,  with 
the  exception  of  Portugal,  could  not  be 
tarried  on  by  small  craft,  creeping  along 
shore  under  the  protection  of  batteries. 
Small  craft  could  not  creep  from.  Amster- 
dam to  Bourdeaux,  from  Bourdeaux  to  Bar- 
celona, from  thence  to  Leghorn,  and  from 
Leghorn  to  Venice*  The  "humber  of  ves- 
sels employed  under  the  system  of  neutra- 
lization in  this  extent  was  very  great,  and 
the  trade  itself  was  of  vital  importance  to 
France  ;  and  was  it  to  be  contended,  that 
the  application  of  our  maritime  superiority 
to  the  prevention  of  this  trade  on  so  vtist 
a  line  of  coast,  was  a  measure  that  would 
be  attended  with  no  effect,  at  a  time  when 
our  cruizers  were  so  numerous  on  every 
station,  that  no  ship  could  move  without 
the  greatest  risk  of  being-  captured  ?  The 
learned  gent,  then  adverted  to  the  opinion 
of  an  hon.  and  learned  friend  (sir  W.  Scott) 
who  presided  over  the  admiralty  court,  rela- 
tive to  the  importance  and  extent  of  the 
coasting  trade.  This  was  an  authority 
which  the  house  would  look  to  with  re- 
spect. The  opinion  had  been  stated  by  that 
learned  gent,  in  giving  judgement  in  a  cause 
tried  before  him,  and  the  coasting  trade  was 
represented  by  him  as  one  of  the  greatest 
accommodations  to  any  country.  Some  con- 
ception might  be  formed  of  the  impa|*tance 
of  it,  if  gentlemen  would  suppose  France 
to  be  possessed  of  the  same  naval  superio- 
rity, which  this  country  at  present  had, 
and  that  the  coals  of  Newcastle  were  to  be 
broagbt  to  the  port  of  L^ondon,  and  every 
other,  necessary  fox  the  consomptioD  of 


this  great  metropolis^  in  neutral  ves^els^ 
His  hon.  and  learned-  friend,  thereforev 
was  not  correct  in  stating  that  the  interrupt 
tion  of  the  coasting  trade  would  be  no  great 
injury  to  France,  or  that  the  order  of  coun^ 
cil  for  that  purpose  signified  nothing.  That 
order  was  but  one  step,  and  an  important 
step,  of  those  that  would,  if  necessary,  be 
resorted  to  for  retaliation.  From  ^^e  man- 
ner in  which  this  subject  had  been  treated, 
it  might  be  supposed  that  no  such  measure 
as  that  of  the  enemy  had  ever  been  re*- 
sorted  to  before.  Bpt  in  the  administra- 
tion of  Uiat  illustrious  statesman,  now  n^ 
more,  (Mr.  Pitt)  and  whose  lose  he  regret- 
ted as  much  as  any  member  of  that  house,, 
much  more  rigorous  measures  Jiad  been 
resorted  to  by  the  enemy  than  the  present* 
In  the  year  I797i  after  the  French  had 
made  peace  with  Austria,  and  the  army, 
which  bad  been  arrogantly  called  the  Army 
of  England,  had  been  collected  at  Brest, 
with  a  view  to  turn  their  whole  force 
against  this  country ',  in  that  year,  on  the 
29th  Nivose,  year  six,  that  is,  in  Christian 
language,  on  the  19th  day  of  January,  1799* 
a  decree  was  passed  by  the  French  govero^ 
ment,  making  all  vessels  that  should  be' 
freighted  in  the  whole  or  in  part  with  En- 
glish commodities,  good  prizes.  A  vessel 
proceeding  from  Copenhagen  to  Tranque- 
bar,  or  from  Lisbon  to  the'Brazils,  wLilii 
had  but  a  single  bale  of  English  goods  on 
board,  was  to  be  confiscated,  if  captured  * 
bjr  French  cruizers.  The  house  would 
perceive  that  the  former  decree  was  much 
more  atrocious  than  the  late  one*  In  or- 
der to  shew  what  had  been  the  feeling  of 
tlie  neutral  nations  on  the  subject  of  that 
decree,  he  need  only  refer  to  the  speech  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States  on  open- 
ing the  session  of  congress,  on  the  8th  of 
December,  1798,  in  which  he  declared,, 
that  '*  as  the  decree  of  the  19th  of  the  pre- 
ceding January  was  still  in  force,  in  conse- 
quence  of  the  failul^  of  an  attempt  to  pro- 
cure its  repeal,  he  considered  it  as  an  une- 
quivocal act  of  war,  and  a  breach  of  tte 
independence  and  sovereignty  of  neutral 
nations,  which  was  only  to  be  met  by  a 
determined  resistance."  As  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  America  had  expressed  so  strong 
a  sense  of  the  aggression  in  that  instance, 
there  was  no  ground  to  suppose  that  he 
would  not  act  as  decidedly  on  the  present 
occasion.  And  this  was  another  conside- 
ration why  this  country  ought  to  abstain^ 
for  the  present,  from  any  act  which  might 
prove  grievous  to  the  trade  of  America, 
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«6tii  it  sbottU  be  aee*  whether  the  Amert- 
ean  gonemment  would  follow  the  siibe 
^onne  oew  as  io  1798.    The  decree  of 
179^  had  contmued  io  force  dcnring  the 
^1  peace,  aud  though  it  had  been  evuded 
hy  oieam  of  neutral  ships,  oo  vesiel  was 
aUowed  to  enter  a  port  of  France,  without 
•  certificnte  of  origin  (roai  tbe  French  con- 
aabl»   o%  coDfldercfal  agent,    at  the  port 
trhence  it  had  sailed.  Yet  that  decree  had 
fofised  UDBOiioed  in  that  iostanoe,  and,,  ou 
Ihe  antborily  of  that  precedent,  it  was  bis 
«fMmcn  that  no  measures  should  be  taken 
ID  the  pteeent  case,  except  sudb  as  would 
he  adteadbd  with  as  littk  rigour  as  possible 
to  the  trade  of  neulnsls.    As  to  the  oiea^ 
•ane  pfQpoeed  hgr  his  hon.  aad  learned 
Jidend  to  he  subftttuted  for  tbe  order  of 
conneil,  namely,  tlhat  no  ships  with  eolo- 
waL  psodoce  sboidd  be  snfiered  to  enter 
Ihe  peitB  of  France »  did  he  suppose  that 
jmch  A  flieasore  would  be  more  distreasing 
tm  ^e  trade  of  France  than  to  that  of 
■Butralst  or  ttfourowu  traded  U  would 
he  injurious  to  our  trade,  because  the  neu- 
tnik*  by  carrying  the  coloniai  produce  of 
-^he  eneatyy  are  enabled  to  export  our  ma<« 
imfactuves  in  great  quantities.    The  house 
ef  oomoieaa  would  not  Iherelbre,  in^  the 
•lercise  of  its  inquisitorial  powers,  inter- 
im untb  this  aet  of  the  execntiTe,  until  it 
•hould  see  wiiaA  efiect  would  be  produced 
hy  the  measiire  tha«  had  already  been  re- 
tested  to.    k  was  hie  opinion  that  tlie  cut- 
ting off  of  tbe  coasting  trade   would   be 
l^gh^y  distressing  to  France*  But  if  France 
abottld,  in  tbe  madness  of  her  policy,  think 
of  shutting  up  the  nsmaiaiag  neutrid  ports 
Bpop  the  eontinenty  she  would  soon  find 
ihaA  they  were  now  as  necessary  to  her  as 
to  Gnat  Britain.    As  soon  as  she  should 
hn^  to  feel  the  distress  arising  from  shut, 
ting  up  iiwse  poets,  she  would  open  again 
those  poeta  iditeh  were  at  present  in  her 
occupation*     It  was  theDeiore  his  opinion, 
that  they  should  in  theiirst  instance  make 
trial  of  the  measure  that  bad  been  adop- 
iady  as  they  would  at  all  timer  have  it  in 
their  power  to  icsoit  to  measures  of  grea- 
ter eiitaenuty,  if  such^wuld  be  found  ne- 
•flssaey*    Tbe  adoption  of  moderate  mea-> 
«H«s  in  tbe  ^rst  instance,  would  be  credit- 
.  aUe  to  the  niutonal  character,  aud  in  the' 
4ialioi>al(ehaeneter  consisted,,  in  a  great  de^ 
free^  the  national  strength,    if  the  enemy 
shoidd  pessist  in  tfaekr  declC6^and  attempt 
fto  esfexoe  it»  then  he  was  oonirineed  that 
•beeonidry  had  nifficient  means,  and  his 
mtfgastyt  •uffidcnt  Tigpar,    to  i^sort  to 


sueft  measures  as  should  he  dkemM  ne* 
eessary  for  a  complete  retahaiiDo.  On  alf 
these  grounds,  he  thought  that  no  good 
reason  had  heisn  stated  for  the  pcoduetion 
of  the  papers 

hlr  a  Jacob  wasof  opinion^  that  this  eonn- 
try  ought  always  to  assert  its  cJlaiois  to  its 
full  rights,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  did 
not.  think  that,  in  the  present  circuoastan^ 
ces  of  £erope,  itshotild  exercise  them  to 
their  full  extent.    H  the  whole  coloniat 
trade  was  to  be  stopped,  he  would  aek  the 
learned  gent,  whether  be  thougtit  it  would 
btf  more  injurious,  to  France  tbaa  Great 
Britain  ?   Above  one  half  of  the  coloniid 
produce  consumed  in  France  waa  British 
colonial  produce.    What  tnconvcmieacc^ 
therefore,  might  not  reeuk,  if    the- trade 
that   supplied  France   with  that  produce 
was  to  be  put  a  stop  to  ?  If  the  maaaore 
proposed  by  tbe  kamed  gent,  were  to  be 
adopted,  the  only  eflect  of  it  would  be»*  that 
it  would  be  injurious  to  that  already  sufeiw 
ing  class  of  the  community^  the  Weat»India 
merchants  and  planters,  and  irritatin|f  to 
neutrals,  and  die  whole  of  "fiie  renuuniag  ci*- 
vilized  states  of  the  world.     He  was  of 
opinion  eonsequently,  that  no  gouod  had 
been  laid  for  the  produetion  of  the  paper. 
Lord  Coitkrhugh  rose  to  make  a  few  ob* 
servations,  just  to  shew  the  groiHids  o^  the 
vote  he  meant  to  give  on  the  motion  of  his 
learned  friend*    It  dM  not  apipear  to  him 
.that  any  arguments  of  any  wdghc  had  been 
brought  forward  to  resist  t,he  aUe  aigu- 
ments  of  his  learned  friend,  and  certainly 
no  parliamenttry  objection  bad  been  started 
to  the  production  of  a  paper,-  which  was 
, already  in  the  hands  of  every  body  in  the 
country.    The  hoo.-  end  learned  gent*  op- 
posite (sir  J.  NichoHs)^  who  was  JMStlj en« 
.titled  to  the  confidence  of  that  bouse  and 
of  the  country,  had  not  produced  any  suffi- 
cient objection  against  the  motion  of  bis 
learned  friend,  and,  aslhathon.and  learned 
gent,  was  so  fiilly  competent  to  deeide 
fupon  this  question,  he  did  not  suppose 
that  any  bOn#  raeinber  who  should  foUow 
him,  would  be  more  successful  in  thaaigu- 
ments  he  might  bring  forward.    The  right 
of  war  he  was  pcady  to  admit  was  aprev^- 
gative  of  tbe  crown,  hat  thm  it  was  jahject 
to  the  controul  of  parliament*    lie  ooo* 
tended  ^at  his  learned  friend  opposi|»  was 
bound  to  midce  oatacase,  to  sboir  thftt  the 
papers  oii^t  not  to  be  produced,  before 
he  could  call  upon  him,  or  his  hon.  «*d 
learned  friend  near  himi  to  make  ^ut  s 
case  of  ^  paiamountneo^ty  ibt  itspt*- 
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diiction.    If,  however,  they  were  60  called 
on,  their  difficulty  woald  not  be  great,  be- 
cause they  could  shew  that  the  measure 
that  had  been  resorted  to  was  inadequate 
to  its  professed  object.     Whatever  objec- 
tion there  might  be  to  the  production  of 
the  paper,  on  the  ground  of  the  adequacy 
of  the  measure,  or  of  the  delicacy  of  his 
majesty's   ministers  on  the  subject,  they 
,ivould  more   properly   apply  to  the  pro- 
ceeding  that  was  to  be  grounded  upon  the 
production  of  the  paper.     This  question 
Mfas  one  of  too  much  importance  for  any 
man  to  bring  forward  lightly ;  or  unless  he 
could  state  sufficient  ground  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  paper-     He  derived  some 
consolation    from   the  argument  of    the 
learned  gent,  opposite,  that  this  measure 
was  not  final.     He  was  surprised  that  his 
learned  friend  had  been  so  misunderstood, 
as  to  have  it  conceived   that  the  order  of 
council    would  have  no   practical  effect. 
On  the  contrary,  he  had  allowed  that  it 
Would  have  a  great  practical  effect ;  but  as 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
arising  out  of  the  order  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, were  different  from  any  in  which 
it  had  ever  been  placed,  he  contended  that 
more  vigorous  measures  should  have  been 
adopted.     As  to  the  period  of  our  history, 
,  which  had  been  alluded  to,  he  should  pre- 
sently shew  that  the  time  of  the  American 
government  had  been  wasted  in  negocia- 
tions  and  in  intrigues  to  corrupt  the  French 
ministers.  Whatever  might  be  the  feelings 
of  government  towards  America,  whatever 
might  be  the  principles  on  which  the  late 
negociation    had   been  conducted,    these 
were  no  reasons  for  delaying  the  adoption 
of  more  vigorous  measures  of  retaliation 
against  the  enemy.     He  thought  it  impos- 
sible that  the  house  could  form  an  adequate 
.opinion  whether  the  measure  of  govern- 
ment was  wise  or  unwise,  adequate  or  in- 
adequate, unless  they  should  look  at  the 
state  of  the  country  as  to  its  maritime 
rights.   It  would  be  futile  for  him  to  d welly 
in  this  instance,  on  the  importance  of  its 
maritime  rights  to  this  country,  but  it  was 
necessary  for  the  house  to  look  a  little  at 
the  two  systems  of  maritime  rights  which 
it  had  under  different  circumstances  been 
called  on  to  accede  to.    They  would  re 
collect  the  claims  made  by  the  armed  ueu- 
tHdity  of  1780,  and  of  1800,  that  neutral 
ships  should  make  free  goods,  and  that 
Heutnd  vessels  sailing  under  convoy  of 
ships  of  war  should  not  be  molested,  and 
tfast  such  claims  had  h^a  re»sted  even 
Vol.  VIII. 


unto  war.     But  the  claims  advanced  b} 
France  in  the  present  instance,  not  onlj 
extended  to  neutrals,  but  to  the  free  navi< 
gation  of  the  mercantile  shipping  of  the 
enemy.      As    the  claims   now  urged   b} 
France  were  so  much  larger  than  any  that 
had   been  before  made,  gentlemen  should 
take  care  not  to  assist  the. views  of  the 
French  government  by  opposing  4he  motion 
of  his  learned  friend,  which  might  lead  to 
the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  would 
visit  the  aggressions  of  the  French  govern- 
ment upon  itself,   the  object  of  his  hon. 
friend  being  only  to  shew  that  the  order  waS 
inadequate  to  its  object.      There  was  as 
great  a  difference  between  the  situation  of 
this  country  at  present  and  in  the  year 
17P8.      Though  France  had  then   consi- 
derably added  to  her  territory,  she  had 
not  identified  with  the  whole  of  Europe  as 
she  does  at  present.     She  had  the  centra! 
of  Holland  it  was  true,  but  she  had  not  the 
ports  of  the  North,   Hamburgh,  and  the 
Hanse  towns.     She  had  not  extended  her-i. 
self  over  the  whole  of  Europe.  She  had  the 
north  of  Italy,  but  not  the  south,  or  th^ 
kingdom  of  Naples.     Her  dominion  had 
not  been  established  over  Spain,  and  Por- 
tugal  was    a  substantively    independent 
kingdom,  and  not  tributary  as  at  present^ 
when  she  is  allowed  to  import  articles  of 
British  produce,  only  by  paying  a  tribntd 
to  the  French  government.     The  relative 
situation  of  Europe  had  therefore  under* 
gone  a  great  change  since  the  year  1798%* 
The  influence  and  the  power  of  the  French- 
government  had  been  then  great  and  for« 
midable ;  but  they  could  not  employ  with 
such  effect,  as  at  present,  the  pressure  of 
their  military  force  against  the  commerce 
of  this  country;  and,  therefore,  a  greater 
forbearance    might    have  been  practised 
towards  them  than  at  present.     He  con- 
tended, that  considerations  of  forbearance 
respecting  America,  should  not  induce  the 
house  to  abstain  from  adopting,  not  an  act 
of  practical  injustice,   but  the   measures 
which  the  circumstances  of  the  times  re- 
quired, namely,  to  warn  American  vessels, 
in  the  first  instance,  against  entering  French 
ports;  but  not  to  capture  them,  unless 
they  should- be  found  contumaciously  bent 
on  entering  the  ports  of  France.     What 
had  been  said,  tiherefore,  did  not  appear  to 
them  to  be  any  ground  why  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  should  desist  from  prose* 
cuting  his  motion,  because  it  would  be  ob- 
vious, that  what  was  lost  to  this  country  by 
its  forbearance,  would  begiuned  by  France. 
2T 
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It  was  also  desirable^  that  the  bouse  should 
have  a  more  definite  statemeot  of  chat  un* 
explained  period  that  was  to  elapse  be* 
tween  the  present  measure,  and  the  more 
vigorous  measures  that  were  to  be  adopted 
by  governments    Notwithstanding  the  vast 
superiority  of  our  navy,  uncontested  and 
incontestable,  France  had  a  surprising  fa- 
cility of  importing  the  produce  of  her  own, 
and  the  Spanish  colonies,  to  as  great  an  ex- 
tent as  during  peace.    Unless  some  mea- 
sures of  more  vigorous  retaliation  should 
be  adopted,  she  would  hereafter  have  a 
larger  share,  of  this  trade  than  heretofore, 
because  slie  would  not  only  supply  herselt 
with  colonial  produce,  but  absolutely  have 
a  monopoly  of  all  the  continental  markets, 
against  the  colonial  produce  of  this  country. 
It  was  impossible  for  him,  with  the  docu- 
ments he  had,  to  state  to  what  extent  this 
would   take  place,  but  certainly  France 
would  be  put  in  a  better  situation  than  this 
country  ;*  and  the  house  would  be  able  to 
judge  of  this  question,  when  aware,  that  the 
object  of  the  French  government,  as  stated 
in  her  decree,  was  to  annihilate  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  this  country.    It  might 
assist  in  forming  his  judgment,  to  look  at 
the  amount  of  colonial  produce  imported 
into,  and  exported  from  America  in  the 
last  year.  The  gross  amount  of  its  imports 
was  of  the  value  of  75  millions  of  dollars, 
of  which  28  millions  of  dollars  value  had 
been  re-exported  to  Europe,  the  greater 
part  of  France,  by  fictitious  changes  of 
ownership^    However,  it  was  contrived; 
the  amount  of  the  export  he  took  from  an 
official  American  document,  and  the  pro- 
duce reached  the  ports  of  France,  wherein 
a  revenue  was  collected  upon  it,  that  ena- 
bled France  to  carry  on  the  war  against  this 
country;  and  all  this  from  our  forbearance, 
relative  to  neutrals.     If  they  were  to  look 
only  to   the  question  of  insurance,  they 
could  find    that  a  cargo    horn,  a  French 
colony  to  a  port  of  the  mother-country, 
without  some  protection  of  convoy,  can  be 
insured  on  the  same  terms  as  a  vessel  from 
Jamaica  to  Great  Britain,  whose  squadrons 
cover  the  ocean.    By  these  means  the  re- 
venue of  France  was  fed  as  eifectuafiy  as 
in  time  of   peace,    and   the   French  go- 
vernment enabled  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
so  much  facility  and  efifect.  But  the  learned 
gent,  opposite  had  said,  that  we  bad  no 
right  to  interfere  until  we  should  have  as 
certained  whether  America  would  submit 
to  the  aggression  of  France.    Did  the  hon, 
gieut.  mean  t6  say,  that,  until  the  American 


merchant  should  be  afraid  to  ritk  his-  cargcr, 
which  he  might  cover  by  insurance,  lest  be-^ 
fore  its  arrival  at  its  destination,  it  should  btt. 
capti>red,we  should  defer  taking  the  vigorous 
measures,  which  the  measures  of  the  enemy 
had  rendered  necessary  ?  That  this  coiii^try 
was  to  wait  till  it  should  know  what  might 
be  the  representations  of  the  American  go- 
vernment, by  the  conduct  which  that  go^ 
vernnAent  bad  adopted  during  the  last  war, 
when  it  was  every  way  in  a  better  condi- 
tion to  resist  the  injustice  of  the  enemy  ? 
But  if  they  were  to  wait  till  the  American 
government  should  insist  upon  those  prin-» 
ciples,  by  which  the  law  of  nations  is  up- 
held, they  might  wait  till  doomsday,  as, 
whatever  might  be  their  feelings,  the  conH 
mercial  people  would  attend  to  their  com- 
mercial interests.     Since  the  publication 
of  this  decree,  which  had  been  at  first  gene- 
ral as  to  all  nations,  some  communication 
had  taken  place  between  the  American  mi- 
nister in  this  country  and  the  French  g|>- 
vernment,  in  consequence  of  which  some 
practical  relaxation  of  the  decree  had  taken 
place.      This  was  one  ground   why  we 
should  look  upon  America  with  jealousy  ; 
and  it  was  an  aggravation  that  she  had,  by 
a  secret  understanding  with  the  French 
government,  contrived  to  take  lier  shipping 
out  of  the  operation  of  the  decree,  that 
was  at  first  general,  and  placed  herself  in  a 
situation  of  connivance  with  the  French' 
government.     An  American  agent  might 
have  represented   to  the  French  govern- 
ment, how  little  it  could  gain  by  the  exe- 
cution of  the  decree,  so  far  as  America  was 
concerned ;  that  France  had  not  the  power 
of    intercepting    American   vessels,    and 
tbt^refore  as  she  could  not  gain  much,  that 
she  might  the  more  readily  take  from  the 
Americans   the   necessity    of   vindicating 
their  own  rights,  by  resisting  the  execu- 
tion of  the  decree,  and  leave  their  neutral 
flag  still  to  cover  French  colonial  produce* 
It  was  not  surprising  that  the  deputies  of 
Hamburgh,   and    the    Hans  Towns,    had 
failed  in  their  mission  to  the  French  ruler; 
but  when  the  case  of  America  had  been 
stated  to  him,  it  was  too  obvious  not  to 
awaken  him  to  a  sense  of  the  policy  of  at- 
tending  to  it.   If  it  should  not  also  awaken 
his  majesty's  government  to  a  sense   of 
what  they  ought  to  do,  parliament  ought 
to  make  them  alive  to  the  measures  which 
should  be  adopted  in  consequence  of  the 
aggressions  of  the  French  government,  and 
the  supineness  of  his  majesty's  ministers^ 
On  all  these  grounds  he  should  support 
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the  tnotioD  of  bis  honourable  and  learned 
(rieod. 

Lord  TVm/'/esaid,  if  fae  had  had  aqy  doubts 
as  to  the  propriety  of  granting  the  paper 
laoved  for  by  the  hon,  ai>d  learned  gent.' 
when  he  had  giveq  police  of  his  motion  on 
a  former   day,  he  felt  that  those   doubts 
would   have  been  greatly  removicd  by  the 
speech  of  the  learned  gent,    himself,  iaiid 
of  the  nobjie  lord  who  had  just  sat  down. 
Nothing  could' be  more  hostile  to  the  con. 
stitutional  principle  thaii  ^hat  had  been 
stated  by  the  {earned  gent^  as  the  ground 
ofhisiQotion  ;  nothing  more  hostile  to  the 
feelings  of  tliat  house,  or  to  the  interests 
ef  the  country.     It  had  always  been  his 
opinion,    that  it  was    the    duty    of  that 
house  to  watch  the  conduct  of  his  majes- 
ty's ministers  ;  that  it  Was  the  duty  of  the 
house  to  give  them  its  confidence,  until  it 
should  see  some  sufficient  ground  for  with- 
drawing it,  and  to  carry  up  advice  to  his 
majesty  with  respect  to  the  great  concerns 
of  the  government.    But  this  was  the  first 
time  in  which  it  had  been  proposed  to  re- 
commend to  his  majesty  from  that  bouse  a 
great  measure  of  warfare.    This  was  the 
first  instance  of  the  house  having  been  cal- 
led upon  to  go  to  the  foot  of  the  throne  to 
tell  his  majesty,  that  the  house,  not  appro- 
ving of  a  particular  war  measure,  recom- 
mended another  to  be  adopted  in  its  place. 
If  the  house  was  of  opinion  that  the  war 
bad  been  improvidenlly  conducted  by  mi- 
nisters, it  was  their  duty  to  state  to  his  ma. 
jesty,  and  to  the  house,  that  circumstance : 
that  they  had  forfeited  their  claim  to  con. 
fidence,  and  to  address  for  their  removal 
from  office.     But  he  looked  upon  the  pre- 
sent proceeding  as  being  most  unconstitu- 
tional as  it  was  most  unprecedented,  inas- 
much as  it  bad  for  its  object  to  force  govern- 
ment to  alter  the  measures  it  had  adopted 
with  respecttotheneutrals  of  our  allies,  be- 
fore it  COM  Id  be  known  what  effect  they  would 
produce.  1 1  the  ground  of  the  learned  gent.'s 
motion  were  admitted',  it  would  prove  in- 
jurious to  this  country,  and  favourable  to 
the  enemy.    The  learned  gent,  had  made 
an  attack  on  his  hon.  friends  for  their  op- 
posing this  motion.     But  he  could  have 
wished,  that  the  learned  gent,  had  called 
to  remembrance  his  own  conduct,  when 
he  (lord  T.)  and  some  friends  of  his  who 
disapproved  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  had 
supported  a  motion  for  some  papers  rela- 
ting to  that  treaty.  It  had  then  been  objected 
to  them,  that  the  treaty  was  concluded, 
and  no  person  bad  given  a  more  decided 


opposition  to  that  motion  than  the  learned 
gentleman,  with  the  whole  force  of  his 
eloquence.     The  learned  gent,  had  asked, 
whether  there  was  finy  precedent  of  a  si- 
milar paper,  when  moved  for,  having  been 
refused  f  but  he  should  ask  that  learned 
gent,  for  a  precedent  of  a  similar  paper 
having  been  asked  to  be  produced  ?  Many 
orders  of  council  bad,  on  different  ocea^ 
sions,  been  called  for;   but  this  was  the 
first  tin>e  in  which  an  order  of  council  had 
been  called  for  immediately  after  it  was 
made,  and  before  it  could  be  known  what 
effect  it  would  produce^     It  was  agreed  on 
all  hands,  that  this  country  possessed  the 
right  of  retaliating ;  bqt  the  questio;i  was, 
whether  it  would  be  politic  in  us  to  exer- 
cise that  right  to  its  full  extent  ?  The  noble 
lord  seemed  to  think  it  a  great  object  to 
prevent  her  colonial  produce  from  reaching 
France ;  and  the  learned  gent,  had  stated, 
that  if  that  were  effected,  it  would  raise  the 
price  of  our  colonial  produce  in  France. 
He  admitted  that  such  an  effect  would  be 
the  consequence.    But  was  the  noble  lord 
aware  of  the  consequences  that  would  re« 
suit  to  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of 
this  country,  if  the  neutral  colonial  trade 
were  done  away  ?  The  axports  from  this 
couutry  amounted  within   the  last  year  to 
24  millions,  which,  he  admitted,  had  unr 
fortunately  not  all  been  exported  in  British 
vessels  \  1 1  millions  pf  these  had  been  ex- 
ported to  America,  a  small  portion  of  which 
were  for  the  American  consumption,  and 
the  rest  were  disposed  of  in  payment  for 
colonial    produce,  which  was  afterwards 
brought  to  Europe.  The  utmost  produce  of 
the  French  colonies  in  one  year,  did  not  ex- 
ceed 4  or  5  millions,  so  that  the^  whole  of 
the  remainder  must  have  been  the  produce 
of  the  British  colonies.     The  effect  of  put- 
ting a  stop  to  the  colonial  trade,  therefore^ 
would  be  to  diminish  the  amount  of  the 
exports  from  Great  Britain.    The  exports 
to  America  had  sunk  considerably  during 
the  last  peace,  because  the  trade  which  the 
Americans  had  enjoyed    exclusively    be- 
fore,  was  then  carried  on  by  the  mother, 
countries.    Another  objection  that  appear- 
ed to  him  against  measures  of  rigorous 
retaliation  was,  that  if  American  trade  to 
French  ports  were  to  be  stopped,  according 
to    his    apprehensions,,  the   interruption 
could  not  be  extended  to  their  trade  tq 
friendly  neutral  ports.    The  result  there- 
fore would  be,  that  French  colonial  pro- 
duce would  be  spread  by  the  Americans  all 
over  Europe;  and  by  meeting  our  own  colo* 
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nial  produce  in  every  market  diminish  its  va- 
lue.     The  learned  gent,  had  expressed  so  me 
satisfaction  thut  the  right  had  not  been  con- 
ceded, though  he  could  not  conceive  how 
the  right  could  have  been  reserved  if  not 
acied  upon ;  certainly   it  could  no  other- 
wise be  a  right  reserved  them  by  not  being 
acted  upon,  viz.  a  right  domiant  until  an 
occasion  should    occur    for  exercising  it. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gent,  had   recom- 
mended as  a  substitute  for  the  pre.  ent  mea- 
fture,  to  compel   Americans   to  touch  at 
British  ports,  before  they  should  be  allow- 
ed to  proceed  to  the  ports  of  France.    This 
appeared  to  him  a  most  extraordinary  pro- 
position, that    French    colonial    produce 
ijbiould  be  warehoused  as  British  stores,  and 
pay  duties  in  this  country.    After  the  state- 
ment of  his  learned  friend,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  go  more  at  length  into  this  question. 
Sir  Thomas  Turton  expressed  bis  surprise 
that  any  reluctance  should  be  betrayed  to 
grant  papers,  for  the  production  of  which  the 
most  constitutional  parliamentary  grounds 
could  be  urged :  that  at  least  was  his  opi- 
nion, and  he  did  not  despair  of  being  able  to 
maintain  it.  The  paper  that  was  moved  for, 
bore  upon  the  face  of  it  every  possible  mark 
^f  imbecility  and  indecision.  All  the  tom- 
l^rcial  towns  in  the  kingdom,   indeed  the 
vholc  country,  considered  it  in  that  light, 
and  lamented  the  want  of  that  vigour  and 
energy  which  should  characterise  the  mea- 
aures  of  a  British  Administration.     The 
liouse  was  told,  indeed,  that  to  push  mea- 
sures to   a  proper   degree   of  retaliation 
would  be  to  act  in  a  manner  not  only  in- 
jurious to  neutral  powers,  but  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  our  own  commerce,     lie 
was  at  a  loss  to  see  any  satisfactory   proof 
of  such  an  assertion.     In  his  mind,  the  real 
cause  of  this  pusillanimous  forbearance,  was 
the  fear  of  offending  America,  the  dread  of 
breaking  off   the    treaty    lately    pending 
between  this  country  and  the   American^ 
government.    That  was  the  pistol  held  to 
the  breast  of  ministers;  and   this    their 
great   anxiety    to    ward  it  off.     He  was 
happy,   however,  to  learn  that  ministers 
did  not  mean  to  stop  here,  and  that  the 
present  measure  was  only  an  experiment. 
If  any  thing  farther  was  done,  the  country 
would  be  indebted  for  it  to  the  rpotion  made 
that  night  by  the  hqn.  and  learned  gen(. 
Mr.  Perceval);  for  without  such    incite- 
meat  he   was  sorry  to  observe,  th^t  mi- 
nisters seemed  of  themselves  little  disposed 
to  adopt  any  thing  like  vigorous  s^d  ener* 
getie  xuQasures., 


Lord  Howkkj  although  he  felt  it  almost 
unnecessary  to  add  any  thing  to  what  had 
already  been  offered  upon  that  side  of  the 
question  which  it  was  his  wish  to  defend* 
yet  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to  himself  to 
give  a  silent  vote,  and  therefore  as  no  one 
among  those  with  whom  he  had  the  honour 
to  act,   seemed   disposed   to  address  the 
house,  he  could  not  forbear  to  request  its 
indulgence  for  a  few  moments.     As  to  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  fek  it  his  duty  to 
resist  the  production  of  the  document  al- 
luded to  in  the  motion,  and  which  grounds 
were  not  correctly  stated  by  the  mover,  he 
would  take  occasion  to  state  them  shortly 
to  the  house.     Those  grounds  were,  that 
unless  a  parliamentary  ground   were  laid 
for  the  production  of  any  public  documeot, 
it  was  not  usual  to  grant  it ;  therefore  it 
was  by  no  means  a  matter  of  course  to  ac- 
cede to  such  motions.     And  in  opposing 
the  learned  gentleman's   motion,   he   felt 
that  he  was   supporting   a  constitutional 
principle  of  that  house,  so  far  as  it  regarded 
the    regularity   of  its  proceedings.       He 
could  not  assent  to  the  production  of ^ this 
paper,  precisely  for  the  reason  which  the 
learned  gent,  was  so  often  forward  to  a&-r 
sert  when  on  his  side  of  the  house ;  namely, 
as  be  before  said,   until  a  parliamentary 
ground  for  its  production  was  made  out. 
Why,  then,  if  such  an  objection  were  con** 
formable  to  the  usage  of  the  house,  and  the 
suggestions  of  common  sense,  it  was  for 
the  house  to  examine  the  nature  of   the 
ground  alleged  for  such  a  motion,  to  en* 
quire  whether  it  would  be  consistent  with 
its  duty,  with  the  interests  of  the  country^ 
and  the  confidence  fairly  due  to  his  niiyes- 
ty's  government  to  enter  into  tlie  discussion^ 
— With    respect    to    the   learned    gents's 
charge,  thai  he  had  manifested  a  disposition 
to  desert  the    general    principles    which, 
while  on  another  side  of    the  house,  he 
was  very  tenacious  of  asserting,  he  challen- 
ged the  learned  gent,  to  make  out  that 
charge.     In  what  instance,  he  would  ask, 
had  he  ever  maintained  that  that  house,  to 
whom  it  belonged  to  enquire,  deliberate, 
and  decide,  upon  every  proposition  sub«> 
mitted  to  it,  was  bound,  as  matter  of  course* 
to  agree  to  the  production  of  any  paper  of 
this  nature  that  might  be  called  for?  Unless 
the  learned  gent,  could  shew  that  he  had 
upon  some  occasion  supported  this  eaUra* 
ordinary  doctrine,  the  charge^  he  had  ha- 
zarded must  fall  to  the  ground.    Indeed, 
the  learned  gent,  himself  confe.ssed^  soon 
after  he  had  m^de  his  ch^rg^,  tb?tt  it  wa$ 
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not  tenable ;  for  be  stated  tbat  he  remem* 
berecj  no  precedent  in  which  a  similar  paper 
twas  refused,  which  formed  a  pretty  strong 
e\ivipnce  that  none  such  was  ever  applied 
for  by   the  party  with  whom*  he.  had  the 
liionour  to  act ;  although  a  tolerably  nume- 
rous list  of  orders  of  council  were  issued 
during  the  period  in  which  tha>t  party  oc- 
cupied the  bench  upon  which  the  learned 
geut..  now  sat. — Having  stated  that  there 
was  no  precedent  whatever  for  such  a  pro- 
ceeding dA  the  learned  gent,    would  per- 
siiade  the  house  to  adopt,  he  had  nohesita- 
.  tion   to  add,  that  the  rea&on  was  obvious. 
Eor  such  a  proceeding  would  be  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  to  supersede  the  functions 
of    the   executive    government,    while   it 
-woujd  call  on  the  house  to  judge  upon  a 
subject,  with  regard  to  which  it  would  be 
incompetent  to  decide  without  information 
•which  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  the 
public  interest  to  grant.     He  apprehended 
thait  the  case  to  which  the  motion  referred 
would  appear  to  be  precisely  of  that  sort 
vhich  it  would  not  be  proper  for  parlia- 
ment to  discuss,  for  such  discussion  must 
aiBount  to  a  direct  and  prejudicial  interpo- 
sition with  government  jin  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  upon  a  measure  just  in  its  pro* 
gress,   and   upon  the  propriety  of  origi- 
D.atiug,  or  the  means  of  executing  which,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  form  a  fair  and  ade- 
quate opinion  without  information,  such 
as  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  to  make 
public ;  such  indeed  as  could  not  be  called 
for,   or  at  least  such  as  be  beUeved  had 
oever  been  called  for  before. — Now,  theti, 
what  was  the  state  of  the  case  as  to  the 
learned  gent/s  argument?  Why,  that. be- 
cause the  French  government  had  issued  a 
decree,  not  less  remarkable  for  impotency 
thaa  for  its  injustice  and   extravagance ; 
tbat  becaiise  it  proceeded  upon  the  most 
fallacious  and  mischievous  principles  ;  that 
because  it  proclaimed  a  threat  which  it  had 
npt  the  power  to  execute,  and  which  was 
only  to  be  paralleied  by  another  decree, 
i9tued  some  years  back  from  the  same  na- 
tion, we  should  be  called  upon  to  discuss 
the  question  as  to  the  propriey  tof  retaliation. 
The  learned  gent,  must  recollect  that  the 
recent  decree  of  the  enemy  was  two-fold ; 
the  first  part  related  to  the  confiscation  of 
such  articles  of  British  produce  and  manu- 
facture as  might  be  found  in  those  countries 
oa  the  continent,  which  might  be  subjected 
hy  their  arras ;  the  second  part  referred  to 
the  congscatioii  of •  such .  British  goods  as 
HMgbtr  he  captured  at  «ea  oi;  board  wolohi 


ships.     Now,   surely,  the  learned   gent» 
would  not,  as  to  the  first  part,  irecfMnmend 
that  we  should  seek  to  retaliate  upon  those 
unfortunate  states  which  weie  subjugated 
by  the  arm»  of  France  ;  that  those  who 
were  entitled  to  all  the  forbearance  an4 
moderation  which  the  strong  should  ^bb^U 
.to  the  weak,  should  become  objects  of  o«ir 
resentment,  for  an   act  of  submission  tor 
which  nothing  but  their  weakness  could  re* 
duce  them.     What  did  the  learned  gent« 
mean. by  asserting  that  we  had  not  take»  i| 
measure  of  complete  retaliation  ?   did  he 
mean  to  say,  that  because  the  enemy<  wa« 
guilty  of  violence  and  injustice,  we  ougMi 
to  imitate  him?  There  was  a  maxim  in  pp« 
litica  which  he  was  almost  ashamed  to  be 
under  the  necessity  of  maintaifliDg  on  thie 
occasion,  that  every  right  is  subject  to  cor* 
siderations  of  politics^  expediency.     In« 
deed,  if  it  were  not  so,  there  were  maojv 
rights  which  would  become  burtheusome** 
Taking  this  naaxim,  then,  into  cousiderar 
tion,  would  the  learned  gent*  himself  main* 
tain,  that  we  ought  to  go  to  the  full  e^ctenl} 
of  our  right  in  this  instance }  We  had  a< 
right  to  confiscate  all  the  French  propertjr 
to  be  found  in  England,  in  the  funds  or 
elsewhere;  we  were  entitled  to  call  upom 
every  man  who  had  property  in  the  fuode 
in  trust  for  any  Frenchman,  a  sul^ectoff 
France,  .to  declare  upon  oath,  and  to.  suf« 
render  the  amount  of  that  property.    Bull 
would  the  learned  gent,  advise  the  exereisei 
of  that  right?  (Here  Mr.  Perceval  expresr-- 
sed  his  dissent.)    The  learned  gent.,  addedr 
the  noble  lord,  seemed  to  revolt  at  such  » 
proposition.  Why,  then,  the  question  under 
consideration  came  to  be  regulated  upon 
grounds  of  political  expediency,  and  upoqr 
those  grounds  the  learned  gent,  would  calL 
upon  the  house  to  decide  as  to  &  measure 
which  his  majesty's -ministers  felt  it  thdr 
duty,  after  the  best  deliberation  in  their 
power,  to  adopt.    He  sqbmitt^,  whether^ 
if  these  ministers  were  deserving  of  thft 
confidence  of  the  house,  and  he  would  ad|r 
no  unreasonable  confidence  for  themi  ici 
would  be  right  to  entertain  a  discussion  asi 
to  the  propriety  of  their  conduct  at  present^ 
particularly,  as  the  order  referred  to  in  the^ 
motion,  being  ^question  of  political  expe^. 
diency,^mu8t  depend  upon  the  coiisiderat*' 
tion  of  various  points  which  it  was  qui|e» 
impossible  that  that  house oeuld  at  present] 
consistently  touch.    Into  this,  part  of  thai 
sul^ect  his  learoedineiid  (sir  John  NichoU^ 
had  already  entered*  and  had  left  litUe^fgr/ 
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three  points  connected  with  the  subject  of 
the  order  referred  to  in  the  motion,  which 
be  coold  not  forbear  to  mention,  because 
they  would  serve  to  shew  what  kind  of  in- 
formation must  be  laid  before  the  house, 
in  order  that  it  should  become  competent 
to  decide    upon  the  question  which   the 
learned  gentleman  would  urge  the  house  to 
investigate.     Now,  first  of  all,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  shew  the  nature  of  our  com- 
munications and  relations  with  other  powers, 
bow  far  they  concurred  in  the  matter  of  the 
order  alluded  to ;  how  it  was  likely  to  affect 
them ;  also,  how  it  w&s  to  affect  ourselves ; 
bow  It  might,  notwithstanding  the  rigour 
of  the  French  decree,  operate  to  promote 
our  commerce ;  how,  in  fact,  it  was  likely 
to  become  a  great  means  of  sustaining 
and  advancing  that  commerce.    Would  the 
bouse  desire  that  such   communications 
should  be  published  ?  Certainly  not.    For 
these  circumstances  were  such  as  could  not 
be  made  known  without  exposing  some  vul- 
nerable points  on  our  part,  and  on  that  of 
the  eneSEiy,  and  defeating  the  ends  which 
we  had  in  view.-^With  these  observations 
be  thought  he  might  very  well  close,  fully 
satisfied  that  the  justice  of  the  cause  be 
supported  was  fully  established  ;  but  there 
were  a  few  remarks  from  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagh),  which  he  felt  it  proper  to 
notice.    That  npUe  lord  had  asserted,  that 
the  French  dej^ree  of  1798*  relative  to  our 
commerce,  did  not  go  so  far  as  that  to 
which  the  order  of  council  alluded.    But 
the  noble  lord  was  mistaken :  for  the  former 
decree  condemned  to  confiscation  both  the 
ship  and  cargo,  if  any  portion  whatever  of 
English  commodities  were  found  on  board ; 
while  the  latter  only  condemned  the  cargo, 
and  not  the  ship,  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
baronet  (sir  T.  Turton)  had  ignoranlly 
stated*    And  as  to  the  noble  lord's  allu- 
sion to  Portugal,  there  was  no  material 
difference  with  regard  to  us  between  the 
connection  with  France,  in  179^,  and  that 
which  she  had  at  present.     But  to  return 
to  the  decree  of  1793:  it  surely  could 
not  be    pretended  that  there   was  such 
a  difference  between  tlie  relative  circum- 
stances of  that  country  and  this,  at  that 
time  and  the   present,  as  to  justify  the 
ministry  of  that  d^y  in  thinking  that  this 
decree  required  no  measure  of  counterac- 
tion whatever,  if  the  present  ministry  were 
to  be  condemned  for  not  going  the  full 
length  of  imitating  the  wildness  and  extra- 
vagance of  the  enemy.     How  was  it  to  be 
Qiade  out  that  total  abstinejice  from  i^talisk 


tion  was  proper  in  the  one  case,  if  some  ef- 
fort to  retaliate  was  to  be  culpable  in  the 
other,  because  that  effort  did  not  go  to  the 
extreme  of  tfn  indiscriminate  retaliation  f 
He  did  not  put  this  from  any  wish  to  find 
fault  with  the  conduct  of  ministers  in  179^* 
On  the  contrary,  he  believed  their  forbear- 
ance wise,  although  the  power  of  the  ene- 
my to  execute  his  menaces  was,  it  would 
be  recollected,  materially  greater  in  1798, 
than  it  was  at  present ;  for  at  the  former 
period  bis  maritime  strength  was  consider- 
able.   The  battle  of  the  Nile  had  not  then 
been  fought. — On  the  whole,  the  noble 
lord  declared  that  he  could  not  see  anyrea<«' 
son  to  warrant  total  forbearance  in   179^» 
if  it  were  inconsistent  at  all  to  forbear  in 
the  instance  under  consideration.      But  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  French  de- 
cree of  1793  had  been  executed  towarda 
neutral    powers,    the  noble    lord    (Cas- 
tlereagh),  he  observed,  dwelt  particularlj 
on  the  circumstance -of  its  having  been  re- 
pesled  with  regard  to  America,* and  the  no^ 
ble  lord  seemed  very  jealous  lest  the  Ameri- 
cans should  be  exempted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  late  decree  also.     Indeed,  the 
noble  lord  had  stated,  that  he  understood 
the  resolution  to  relax  this  decree  with  re- 
spect to  America,  had  been  already  com- 
municated to  the  American  minister  here. 
Where  the  noble  lord  had  obtained  that  in. 
formation,  he  could  not  pretend  to  say. 
Certainly  the  noble  lord  was  better  inform- 
ed than  be  was;  for  be  had  heard  of  no 
such  thing,  but  he  was  authorized  to  say, 
that  the  American  minister  had  received 
no  o6icial  communication  of  any  such  na- 
ture.    But  supposing  that  a  relaxation  of 
this  decree  in  favour  of  America  bad  ac- 
tually taken  place,  and  admitting  all  that 
the  noble  lord  had  stated  to  be  really  true;, 
what  course  would  the  noble  lord  recom<« 
mend  to  us  in  consequence  ?  Would  he 
advise,  that  because  America  was  exemp- 
ted by  France,  from  the  operation  of  a 
measure  hostile  to  all  neutral  powers  ;  that 
because  our  commerce  and  manufactured 
were  allowed  the  opportunity  of  convey- 
ance in  Americau  ships,  to  that  part  of  the 
continent,  our  direct  intercourse  with  which 
the  enemy  had  it  in  his  power  to  ob- 
struct, we  ought  to  declare  war  against 
America  ?  In  truth  the  whole  amount  of 
the  noble  lord^s  argument,  seemed  to  be 
this,  that  as  America  was  exposed  to  the 
injustice  of  France,  she  ought  to  be  expo- 
sed to  farther  injjistice  from  this  country. 
—With  regard  to  our  treaty  with  America, 
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he  could  not  conceive  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  learned  mover  of  the  proposition 
before  the  house  could  warrant  his  irery 
frequent  allusions  to  that  treaty.  It  was  a 
subject  that  he  dared  not  enter  into,  because 
this  house  would  hot  allow  it ;  but  yet,  he 
was  perpetually  nibbling  at  it ;  aware  that 
ministers  could  not  consistently  answer  his 
insinuations*  The  learned  gent,  had  sta- 
ted that  the  existence  of  the  non-importa- 
tion act  rendered  it  degrading  in  us  to  en- 
ter into  a  negociation  with  America.  But 
to  this  he  would  only  say,  that  whether 
it  was  right  or  not  to  enter  into  the  ne- 
gociation, or  what  the  circumstances  were 
under  which  it  commenced,  were  questions 
which  he  should  not  much  enquire  about, 
if  the  treaty  should  be  found  such  as  con-* 
sistently  witli  the  honour  and  interest  of 
the  country  ought  to  have  been  conclu- 
ded. If,  however,  the  learned  gent,  thought 
the  commencement  of  the  negociation  so 
very  disgraceful  to  the  country,  why  .did 
he  not  last  session  of  parliament,  when  he 
had  not  so  much  information  upon  the 
subject  as  he  had  at  present,  move  an 
address  to  his  majesty  for  the  removal  of 
those  ministers,  who  could  have  involved 
the  country  in  a  proceeding  so  dishonour- 
able as  to  treat  with  a  nation  which  held 
a  hostile  tone  ? — But  to  return  to  the  mea- 
sure of  forbearance  and  moderation  in  the 
^  order  alluded  to  in  the  motion,  and  of 
'  which  the  learned  gent,  so  loudly  com. 
plained ;  be  would  again  seriously  ask 
him,  whether  he  would  prefer  the  coun- 
try to  retaliate  any  proceeding  of  the 
French  government  which  might  be  dic- 
tated by  hostility  to  us  ?  If  so,  he  must 
be  betrayed  into  gross  inconsistency,  and 
something  more,  for  he  must  recollect 
the  decree  of  1798»  already  referred  to; 
but  still  more,  he  must  recollect  the  san- 
guinary decree  issued  at .  the  early  part 
of  the  revolution,  ordering  that  no  quar- 
ter should  be  given  to  English  soldiers, 
and  that  no  retaliation  was  attempted  to 
either.  Where,  indeed,  could  the  man 
be  found  in  this  country,  capable  of  pro- 
posing reprisal  for  the  latter  ?  Nothing  of 
the  kind  was  ever  mentioned  in  this  coun- 
try, and  it  was  found  in  France  that  the 
order  could  not  be  reduced  to  practice. 
Sttcb  also,  he  bad  no  doubt,  would  be  the 
&te  of  the  decree  under  discussion,  and 
that  the  commerce  of  this  country  would 
be  the  best  consulted,  and  its  prosperity 
most  securely  preserved,  by  a  perseverance 
on  oar  part  in  that  system  of  fbrbdarance 


and  moderation  which  we  had  hereto£ 
pursued,  and  to  which  those  flourish 
circumstances  which  the  noble  lord  so 
ten  brought  forward  his  numerous  accoui 
to  prove,  were  so  materially  attributab 
That  by  continuing  this  system,  we  shot 
continue  to  prosper,  be  had  not  the  lei 
doubt,  notwithstanding  the  violent  deer 
of  the  enemy,  unless  it  were  determine 
by  adopting  the  learned  gentleman's  a 
vice,   to   assist  the  views  of  that  enen 
for    the    destruction  of   our   commerc 
Really,  he  knew  nothing  to  which  to  con 
pare   the  learned  gent.'s  advice  on   th 
subject,  but  to  an  old  story  he  had  one 
heard  of  a  poor  man  who  wished  to  gt 
some  cocoa-nuts.     So  he  sat  about  throvi 
ing  stones  and  rubbish  at  a  monkey  whic 
be  perceived  in  a  cocoa- tree,  and  the  littl 
animal  in  revenge  flung  the  cocoa-nuts  a 
him.     So  the  learned  gent,  in  revenge  fo 
the  provocations  of  Buonaparte  would  flin| 
the  commerce  of  England  at  him.    Undei 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  before  the 
bouse,  the  noble  lord  trusted  that  the  con* 
duct  of  ministers  would  not  be  judged  oi 
upon  imperfect  evidence,  and  that  the^ 
would  not  be  called  upon  to  assent  to  the 
production  of  a  public  document,  upon  such 
grounds  as  had  never  before  been  recogni- 
zed or  assented  to.    He  demanded,  on  the 
part  of  ministers,  no  more  confidence  from 
parliament  than  was  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  execute  the  duties  of  theiroffices.  If 
they  were  undeserving  of  that  confidence, 
they  were  unworthy  of  those  offices,  and 
ought  to  be  removed.    To  make  a  motion 
at  once  to  that  effect,  would,  in  his  judge- 
ment, be  a  more  fair  and   manly  mode  of 
attack  than  to  submit  such  a  motion  as 
that  before  the  house,  and  to  such  a  dis- 
cussion which  the  mover  professed  to  have 
in  view.    The  noble  lord  concluded   with 
disclamiug  the  construction  applied  by  the 
bon.  baronet  (sirT.  Turton)  to  the  words 
of  his  learned  friend  (sir  John  NichoUs), 
namely,  that  he  had  stated    ministers  to 
have  an  ulterior  measure  in   view,  upon 
the  subject  of  this  order.     He  did  not  un- 
derstand any  such  thing  from  his  learned 
friend.  All  he  had  said  was,  that  if  the  order 
referred  to  in  the  motion  should  be  found 
not  to  answer  the  end  in  view,  further  mea- 
sures would  be  resorted  to ;  and  no  doubt 
they  would.    There  could  be  no  reason 
to  apprehend  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
would  hesitate  to  adopt  any  measures  that 
should    be    thought  necessary,  from  the 
fear  of  any  government  whatever. 
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>  Mr.  ftMfCaly  iDYef^Wydedared  that  he 
l»U3t  think  it  impoaaibla  th^t  he  could  have 
beeo  «o  completely  misconceived  by  any 
|>eisoD  who  had  heard  him  deliver  bis  sen- 
tijoeats  upon  the  present  subject,  as  he  ap» 
peared  to  be -by  tlie  aoble  lord  who  had  just 
sat  down.  The  only  way  m  which  be  could 
possibly  accouatfor  the  nobk  lord  having 
delivered.the  ^eech  he  did,  and  apparently 
directed  as  an  answer  to  him  (Mr.  Perce- 
val), was,  that  he  supposed  bis  lordship  bad 
adopted  a  mode  which  was  very  frequently, 
say,  generally,  adopted  by  the  ablest  ora- 
tors, of  cooBideriug  what  objections  could 
possibly  be  urged  against  the  statements 
which  he  had  laid  down.  In  making  this 
C^klculation,  he  bad  evidently  anticipated 
the  arguments  vvhich  were  to  be  advan- 
ced on  this  side  of  the  house ;  he  had  accor- 
dingly formed  his  answer  to  these  imagi- 
nary objections,  and  the  anecdote  of  8m- 
had  the  sailor  his  lordship  thought  to  be  so 
extreiQely  applicable  to  his  purpose,  that 
he  could  not  possibly  let  slip  the  opportu. 
sity  of  relating  it  to  the  house.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  then  entered  into  a  mi- 
nute reply  to  all  the  observations  that  had 
been  advanced  in  support  of  the  refusal  to 
produce  the  order  in  council.  Several  of 
the  assertions  that  had  been  laid  to  his 
charge,  he  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  which  he 
owed  to  himself,  most  positively  to  deny. 
Then,  as  to  the  deckration  which  had 
been  made  by  a  noble  earl  on  tbe  other  side 
(earl  Temple),  that,  if  this  motion  were  to 
have  been  ibUowed  up  by  another  for  the 
removalof  his  majesty's  ministers,  that  then 
and  tbea  only,  he  would  have  given  it  his 
/Mi]^3ort  s  this  really  appeared  to  him  to  be 
so  extravagaot,  that  it  would  lead  to  this 
coDclusiott,  that  parliament  would  be  so 
circumscrihedthat,  unless  the  member  wIk> 
called  for  a  paper  in  some  degree  implica- 
ting the  conduct  of  ministers  were  prepa- 
id immeditttely  to  liiove  for  an  address, 
praying  that  such  ministers  should  be  dis- 
missed from  his  majesty^s  councils ;  unless 
this  were  the  case,  parliament  could  never 
hope  to  be  pvt  in  possession  of  any  paper 
which  bad  a  tendency,  in  the  slightest  de* 
greo^to  refteet  on  the  conduct  of  ^is  majes- 
ty's ministersf  With  respect  to  anbther  ar- 
-^ment,  that  a  measure  should  not  be  en- 
quired into^  while  it  was  in  the  progress  of 
.  it«  execution;  if  this  iuference  were  correct, 
lb«n  every  Address  which  was  ever  moved 
Hsr  in  that  bouse,  praying  that  a  concl  sion 
mif^t  he  put  to  a  war^  on  account'  of  its  cir- 
^nstonces^  and  iti  maimer  of  being  con- 


ducted, was  erroneoos^  the  honse  akoiilcl 
never  have  said  a  word  upon  the  sol)^ 
ject  cf  the  virar  at  that  time ;  no,  they  sboalci 
have  waited  till  the  war  was  ended,  before 
they  should  have  presumed  to  haveserioosiy 
entertained  a  motion  of  that  natnre.  What 
he  had  said  was,  that  the  measure  would 
not  be  productive  of  any  very  serious  injury 
to  the  enemy,  and  that  it  could  not  pos8i«- 
bly  produce  any  very  material  benefit  to 
Uiis  country.    If  in  the  present  circumstan- 
ces of  Europe,  if  ui  the  present  state  of  tbe 
esiiemy,  and  in  the  present  state  of  our  owti 
marine,  we  adopted  such  an  inefficient  mea* 
sure  of  retaliation  as  this  was,  lie  thought 
that  it  would  be  declaring  to  the  enemy,  it 
would  be'  also  publishing  to  all  nehtrals  in 
the  face  of  Europe,  that  we  were  not  prepa- 
red to  assert  our  right  in  any  circumstances 
whatever.      As  to  France  herself,  he  con* 
ceived     that  she  had  put    herself  out  of 
the  pale  and  protection  of  the  law  of  na- 
ti<His,  and,  as  to  the  hardship  upon  tbe 
subjects  of  neutral  powers,  he  must  con- 
fess tbat  he  would  be  sorry  for  them,  but 
then    it  would  be  evident  to    the  woftd 
that  this  evil  had  been  brought  on  by  the 
enemy,   that   on  our  part  k   was  oiuy  a 
measure  of  self-defence.    Tbe  noble  lord 
(Howick),  however,  at  the  end  of  the  de^ 
bate,  had  stated,  that  as   a   minister   he 
could  not  feel  himself  authorised  to  declare 
to  the  bouse  the   full  particulars  npon 
which  the    measure  was  founded,  lest  it 
might  tend  to  a  disclosure  of  cireuuMtan- 
ces  that  would,  or  might  eventaally,  be 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  nentrsd  pow- 
ers. This,  however,  was  not  mentioned  un- 
til now;  he  did   not  know  how  it  could 
possibly  afiect   the  interests  of  other   na^ 
tions,  but  he  must  bow  to  the  noble  lord 
in  the  situation  he  was,  and  give  him  Aill 
credit  for  his  assertion.     Wiith  his  under* 
standing  he  should  not  press  his  motion 
any    farther    under   such    ciTCumstiemces. 
[Here  the  hon.  and  learned  member  con<* 
ceived  that  he  saw  a  smile  or  some  gesture 
indicative  of  triumph  on  the  treasury  bench.] 
There  was  no  such  great  reason  for  tri- 
umph as  gentlemen  seemed  to  iOiagine: 
the  question  appeared  to  be  entirely  s^an-i 
doned  by  ministers^  and^  had  the  noble  lord 
been  equally  explicit  on  a  former  occasion^ 
he  would  not,  perhaps,  have  been  troubleif 
with  the  present  debate  .-^The  question 
was  then  put  on  Mr.  Perceval's  motion, 
and  negatived  without  a  division  .-^Thi^ 
other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  diftpefied 
of|  and  the  house  adjournedt 
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H0U8E  OF  L0&D8. 

Thursday^  Ftbmary  S. 

[Slave  Trade  Abolitiok  Bill.]  The 
order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  second 
reading  of  tlie^ Slave  Trade  Abolition  bill, 

Lord  Grenxilh  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 
*-iIn  stating  to  your  lordships,  in  detail^ 
some  of  the  arguments  on  which  this  im- 
portant measure  rests,  I  hope  I  shall  be 
excused  by  your  lordships  if  1  should  feel 
myself  obliged,  in  some  instances,  to  tread 
Over  the  same  ground  which  has  become  so 
familiar  to  you  in  the  course  of  a  discus- 
sion which  has  lasted  for  20  years.  After 
the  investigation  this  subject  has  already 
undergone,  it  is  scarc^ely  possible  to  avoid 
repeating,  in  some  instances,  the  same  ar- 
guments to  which  we  have  so  long  been 
accuBtomed.  I  will,  however,  my  lords, 
proceed  to  the  discussion  witliout  further 
introduction,  m6y  .in  the  first  place,  to 
fttate  that  argument  which  is  the  principal 
foundation  of  this  measure,  namely,  justice. 
This  measure  rests  upon  justice,  and  calls 
imperatively  upon  your  lordships  for  your 
approbation  and  support.  Had  it  been, 
tny  lords,  tberely  a  question  of  humanity, 
1  am  ready  to  admit  that  it  ^might  then 
have  become  a  consideration  with  your 
lordships  as  to  how  Ux  you  would  extend 
Or  circumscribe  that  humanity.  Had  it 
been  simply  a  question  involving  the  inte- 
rests or  welfare  of  the  British  empire  in 
the  West  Indies,  it  would  then  certainly 
have  been  a  question  with  your  lordships 
how  f9r  and  in  what  respect  you  should 
legislate.  But  in  this  instance  I  contend, 
that  justice  imperiously  calls  upon  your 
lordships  to  abolish  the  Slave  Trade,  l! 
have  heard  some  opinions  urged  to  the! 
effect  as  if  justice  could  coi^tgiin  opposite' 
and  contradictory  tenets.  Justice,  my, 
lords,  is  one,  unifotm  and  immutable.  Isi 
it  to  be  endured  that  the  profits  obtained 
by  robbery  are  to  be  urged  as  an  argument 
for  the  cotitinuancfe  /of  robbery  ?  Justice 
is  still  the  same,  and  you  are  called  upon 
by  this  measure  not  only  to  do  justice  to 
the  oppressed  and  injured  natives  of  Africa, 
but  also  to  your  own  planters ;  to  inter- 
pose birtween  the  planters  of  yodf  own 
islands  and  theh*  otherwise  cfeftain  ruin 
and  destruction.  You  are  called  upon  to 
do  justice  to  ^our  own  planters  in  spite  of 
their  prejudices  and  their  fears,  and  to 
}>reventthei;n  by  this  measure  from  meeting 
that  destruction  which  is  otherwise  certain 
and  inavitable«^->Was  it,  therefore,  a  trade 
which  was  in  itself  lovely  and    amiable^ 

V#uVlIL 


instead  of  being,  ds  it  is^  wick^d|  crltnlnalj 
and  detestable,  that  you  were  now  called 
upon  to  abolish,  this  would  be  an  unanswer- 
able argument  for  its  abolition^  that  its  con- 
tinuilnce  must  produce  the  ruin  of  our 
planters.  But,  my  lotds,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  this  trade  is  the  most  criminal 
that  any  country  can  be  engaged  in;  when  it  Is 
considered  how  much  guilthas been  incurred 
in  carrying  it  on,  in  tearing  the  unhappy 
Africans  by  thousands  and  tens  of  tho  i- 
sands,  from  their  families^  .their  friends* 
their  connections,  and  their  iocial  ties,  ana 
dooming  them  to  a  life  of^  slavery  and 
misery,  and  after  incurring  all  this  gUilt^ 
that  the  continuance  of  the  criminal  traffic 
must  end  in  the  ruin  oif  the  planters  in  yoUi: 
islands,  who  vainly  expect  profit  from  xii 
surely  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  de- 
testable trade  ought  at  once  to  be  abolished. 
We  have  heard^  however,  statements  ad du* 
ced  for  the  purpose  of  attempting  tb  prove 
that  the  present  state  Of  the  population  of 
the  islands  cannot  be  kept  up  without  fresh 
importations*  We  are  then  to  be  told  that 
that  law  of  nature,  which  has  hitherto  heeii 
considered  as  universal,  meets  with  an  ex- 
ception in  the  West  jndiosi  and  that  thei« 
alone  the  increase  and  multiplication  ojf 
the  human  species  (toes  not  tslke  place* 
L«t  us  therefore  examine  how  far  thi^ 
statement  agrees  with  factSi  Sopie  years 
since  I  was  engaged ^in  calculations  re* 
specting  the  population  of  the  Wfest-Indi4 
islands^  along  with  a  person  who  tO  manj 
great  and  brilliant  qualifications,  added  ^ 
coniplete knowledge  of  political  arithmetic: 
I  mean  the  late  Mr.  Pitt.  The  result  of  thosg 
calculations  was,  with  respect  to  the  islan^ 
of  Jamaica,  that  frona  the  year  l&^^  Uf 
1730,  the  excess  of  deaths  above  the  .birtli^ 
amounted  to  3iper  cent.  ;irofn  i/^O  to 
1755,  to  5 J  per  cent. ;  from  17^5  to  lj6§, 
to  1|  per  cent.;  from  1/69  to  1780,  W 
3-5ths  per  cent. ;  and  the  average  of  thre^ 
years  ending,  in  1798  or  1800,  it  ^  nqt 
material  which,  gives  an  excess  of  deaths 
of  only  1 .24th  per  cent.  In  this  calcolf^- 
tiou  is  included  the* whole  pppuJation  of 
the  island,  and  of  course  the  fre&h,  it»r 
portations;  and  it  is  well  known,  that 
with  respect  to  the  latter,  tha  negrpaa 
newly  imported  ^ie  in  the  bfirbonri  h^x(i 
they  are  landed  to  the  araoyot  of  5'pqr 
cent.,  and  that  many  more  die  aoou  aftef 
tkey  are  set  to  worki  -  •  -  - 
that  tl 

fectly(       .     ,.     ^,.„. ., 

remarkable'  also  that  inf)ominica»  althoufl^ 
2  U. 


>i  »ua  inai  many  more  cue  aoou  alter 
are  set  to  worki  It  is  thftrefojie  ^lef  f 
the  populAt^oQ  of  the  inland  ^s  per-s 

y  competent  to  support  itself.'  %i}$ 
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a  newer  island,  and  althoagh  fresh    lands  I 
are  known  to  be  iaiaiical  to  tUe  increase 
of  population,  there  is  an  excess  of  births 
above  the  deaths.    The  argument,  there- 
fore, that  fresh  importations  are  necessary 
ta  keep.up  the  present  population  of  th  e 
islands,  completely  fails*    But  then  we  are 
told  that  fresh  importations  are  necessary 
in  order  to  cultivate  new  lands.  My  ]ord», 
to  encourage  the  continuance  of  the  trade 
for  this  purpose  is  to  ruin  the  planters  of 
▼our  islands  :  are  they  not  now  distressed 
by  the  accumulation  of  produce  on  their 
bands,  for  which  they  cannot  find  a  mar- 
ket ;  and  will  it  not  therefore  be  adding 
to  their  distress,  and  leading  the  planters 
on  to  their  ruin,  if  you  suffer  the  continu- 
ance of  fresh  importations  ?    Even,  how- 
ever, on  the  supposition  that  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  waste  lands  in  Jamaica,  or  ot 
nearly  the  whole  extent  of  the  island  oi 
Trinidad,  could  produce  profit  to  the  plan. 
ters,i6  it  to  be  endured  that  thi^i  detestable 
^affic  is  to  be  continued,  and  such  a  mas& 
of  human  misery  produced,  not  to  prevent 
loss  but  to  create  gain?  My  lords,  ac- 
eording  to  a  very  moderate  calculation,  to 
bring  into  cultivation  the  waste  lands  in 
the  islands  of  Jamaica*   the  slave  trade 
must  be  continued  for  two  or  three  centu- 
ries longer,  and,  to  cultivate  nearly  the 
whole  island  of  Trinidad,  a  much  lungei 
period,  whilst  it  would  take  a  million  ol 
those  unfortunate  beings  from  Africa  to 
cultivate  each  island  ;  to  cultivate  Trinidad 
even  a  greater  number.     Were  it  possible, 
my  lords,  that  these  two  millions  of  human 
beings  could  be  collected  together  at  the 
same  time,  and  that  they  could  b^  contem- 
plated with  the  reflection  that  they  were  to 
be  torn  from  their  families  and  their  friends, 
that  every  social   tie   was  to  be  broken 
asunder,  that  they  were  to  be  delivered 
over  to  barbarity  and  oppression,  and  were 
to-endure  the  greatest  misery  that  it  is  pos- 
sible for  human  beings  to  so^f  ;  would  it 
be  endured  by  any  one  of  your  lordships, 
that  a  traffic  productive  of  so  much  misery 
should  be  continued^  for  an  instant  t  would  < 
it  not  soften  the  o'bdurate  heart  of  the 
greatest  barbarian  that  ever  tyrannized  in  a 
slave  ship?  We  were  told,  however,  yes- 
terday, by  the  learned  counsel  at  the  bar, 
that  fresh  importations  were  necessary  *  in 
order  that  the  slaves  might  be  more  easily 
governed;  we  were  told  of  the  favourite 
maxim  of  divide  et  impera^  and  that  by  fresh 
"importations  the  slaves  were  more  readily 
divided  into  ciassesi  and  more  easily  kept 


in  order  than  one  body  of  natives.    My 
opmiou  is  directly  the  contrary.     Fresh 
ipporlations  are  surelv  mure  likely  to  put 
those  negrdes  already  on  the  island  in 
mind    of  the    injustice  they    had    pre« 
viously  suffered,  and  there  is  little  difficulty 
in  communicating  a  seuse  of  injustice  and 
oppression  from  man  to   man.     ProhUjit 
fresh  importations,  and  let  the  negroes  al- 
ready on  the  islands  be  well  treated  and 
properly  protected,  and  they  will  become 
sensible  of  the  protection  and  kindness  ex- 
tended to  them,  and  gradually  lose  their 
feelings  of  the  origimd  injustice  practised 
upon  them.    The  horrors  of  St.  Domingo 
have  been,    however,    presented   to  our 
view ;  but  to  what  are  they  to  be  attri- 
buted ?  to  the  violation  of  solemnpromises, 
lo  the  breach  of  faith  towards  the  negroes, 
and  the  gross  injustice  practised  towards 
tfiem.     My  lords,  so  far  from  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade  having  a  tendency  to 
produce  those  horrors  in  our  islands^  I  con- 
tend that  it  is  the  only  measure  that  can 
prevent  them.      I  have  endeavoured  to 
prove,  my  lords,  that  the  continuance  of 
this  trade  is  unnecessary,  with  a  view  to 
the  present  state  of  the  population  of  the 
islands,  as  that  can  support  itself;  that  to 
suffer  it  to  continue  for  the  purpose  of  cul- 
tivating new  lands,  will  be  certain  ruin  to 
the  planters,  and  that  the  aboUtion  of  the 
trade  is  the  only  way  of  avoiding,  in  your 
own  islands,  the  horrors  which  have  af<» 
flicted  St.  Domingo.     Some  years  since,  it 
was  thought  that  a  gradual  abolition  was 
the  best  mode  of  destroying  this  trade ;  the 
advocates  at  that  period,  of  gradual  aboli- 
tion, must  now  be  adopted  for  a  total  abo- 
lition, for  the  period  has  arrived  to.  which 
they  looked  forward,  namely,  when  the  po- 
pulation of  the  islands  would  be  able  to 
support  itself.    Nothing  but  a  total  aboU- 
tion will  now  satisfy  justice.    Let  us  not 
think  that  any  regulations  in  the  islands 
can  be  carried  into  effect  with  a  view  to 
abolition  :  on  the  contrary,  abolition  must 
take  place  with  a  view  to  regulations.     In 
the  year  I75^i  when  the  proposed  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade  was  negatived,  it  was 
agreed  to  address  his  majesty,  praying  him 
to  send  instructions  to  tl^  governors  of  the 
colonies  to  procure  the  adoption  of  mear 
sures  for  the  better  protection,  and  the 
better  treatment  of  the  negroes.    What 
was  the  consequence  ?  My  lords,  I  v^ish 
not  to  inflame,  and  therefore  I  will  simply 
refer  your  lordships  to  Uie.  correspondency 
upon  the  table  relative  to  that  subject,  and 
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particularly  to  that  of  my  lord  Seaforth. 
the  governor  of  Barbadoes ;  three  nio§t 
horrible  and  dreadful  murders  of  slaves 
were  committed  in  that  island,  attended 
with  circumstances  of  barbarity,  which  I 
will  not  shock  your  lordships  by  detailing. 
Lord  Seaforth  of  course  instituted  an  en- 
quiry, upon  5ivhicb  it  was  found  that  the 
murder  of  a  slave,  was  only  punishable  by  a 
fine  of  eleven  pounds.  That  noble  lord, 
in  conformity  to  the  instructions  be  had 
received,  and  with  a  proper  regard  §ot  the 
British  character,  immediately  proposed  to 
the  legislature  of  the  island,  to  enact  a  law, 
which 'affixed  the  punishment  of  death  to 
the  murder  of  a  slave.  How  was  this  propo- 
sitiotr  received  ?  it  was  received,  my  lords, 
with  insult,  and  the  council  and  house  of 
assembly  returned  answers  in  language 
£tting,  as  they  conceived,  to  the  insult 
which  had*  been  otfered  to  them.  What 
then  19  to  be  expected  from  regulations  to 
be  adopted  by  the  colonial  assemblies  ?  It 
is  but  right,  however,  that  I  should  state, 
that  I  have  beard  it  reported  that  the  legis- 
lature of  Barbadoes  has' since  adopted  the 
course  which  justice  pointed  out,  and  have 
af!>xed  the  proper  punishmeM  to  the  mur- 
der of  a  slai-e.  Still,  however,-  if  the  evi- 
dence of  a  slave  is  not  to  be  received 
against  a  white,  is  there  not  givfen  to  the 
master  an  opportunity  of  tyrannizing  over 
his  slaves,  and  inflicting'  on  them  dreadful 
Cruelties  without  the  possibility  of  bringing 
him  to  justice?  Let  us,  my  lords»  abolish 
tliis  criminal  traffic,  and  we  riiay  look  for- 
ward to  the  period  when  the  slaves,  become 
in  a  great  degree  natives  of  the  islands, 
will  feel  the  benefits  of  the  protection  ex. 
tended  to  them,  and  the  good  treatment 
they  experience,  and  will  evince  a  corre- 
sponding attachment  to  the  country  from 
which  they  receive  those  benefits.  Through- 
out all  history  we  find  that  the  progress 
from  slavery  to  liberty  has  been  first  by 
means  of  personal  slaves  becoming  predial, 
or  attached  to  the  land^  and  from  thence 
they  have  ascended  to  freedom •  My  lords, 
I  look  forward  to  the  period  when  the  ne* 
groes  in  the  West-lndia  islands,  becoming 
labourers,  rather  than  slaves,  will  feel  an 
interest  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
country  to  whom  they  are  iudebted  for 
protection,  and  of  the  islands  where  they 
experience  real  comforts, 'and -when*  they 
may  be  called  upon  to  shaf«  largely  in  the 
defence  of  those  islands  with  e'feure  confi- 
dence in  their  loyalty  and  attachment. 
My  brdsi  the  measure  now  piropDeed  for 


the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  is  one  to 
which  1  cannot  think  that  any  one  who  dis* 
p  ssionately  cbnsiders  the  subject,  can  give 
a  negative.    What  right  do  we  derive  from 
any  human  institution,  or  any  divine  or- 
dinance, to  tear  the  natives  of  Africa,  to 
deprive  them  by  force  of  the  means  of-  la* 
bouring  for  their  own  advantage,  and  to 
compel  them  to  labour  for  our  profit?  If 
then  to  do  so  is  gross  injustice- and  oppres- 
sion, as  I  contend  it  evidently  and  undoubt- 
edly is,  can  there  be  a  question.that  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country  ought  to  be  cleared 
from  the  stain  impressed  by  the  guilt  of  such 
a  traffic,  of  a  traffic  by  the  effect  of  which  we 
keep  Africa  in  a  state  of  barbarity  and  de- 
solation ?  In  support  of  the  trade,  it  has 
been  said,  that  if  we  did  not  take  away  the 
individuals  who  are  th^  objects  of  it,  they^ 
would; be  put  to  death  either  as  prisoners' 
taken  in  wax,  or  for  witchcraft,,  or  other 
crimes;  but  is  it  notevident,  from  the  testis 
mony  we  have  had  upon  this  subject,  that 
this  is  n^t  the  fact?  On  the  contrary,  we 
have  not  only  every  reason  to  believe  that* 
the  men  hiade  prison^s  in  war  would  be, 
according  to  th6  custom  of  barbarous  na« 
tions,  made  dome&tic  slaves  to  theit- cap  tors, 
but  we  have  every  reason  to  conclude,  that 
it  is  thje  temptations  held  out  to  the  chiefs 
on  the  coast  qf  Africa,  for  the  gratification 
of  their  passions,  that  induces  them   to 
enter  into  those  frequent  wars,  and  that . 
produces   those   frequent   accusations    of 
crimps,  by  means  of  which  negroes  are  pro- 
cured for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  to 
our  traders.     Of  the  desolating  influence 
of  the  slave  trade,  in  Africa,  and  its  effects 
in  keeping  the  country  in  a  state  of  barba.* 
rity,  we  have-  sufficient  evidence-  in  the' 
Travels  of  Mr. Parke  on  that  continent,  al- 
though the  work  was  edited  by  a  person 
known  to  be  one  of  the  most  active  oppo-' 
nents  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave-  trade. 
Yet  we  find  in  that  work,  that  it  is  towards' 
the   interior   of   the  country,    that    po-* 
pulation    and   civilization   increase,    aud' 
that    on    the    coast    barbarity  continues* 
to  prevail,  which  can  only  ^be  attributed* 
to    the    influence    of    the    trade,  which- 
your  lordships  are  now  called  upon  to 
abolish*    My  lords,  an  argument  was  used* 
against  this  measure  last  session,  which  I 
cannot    conceive    entitled  ^  to    the  least- 
weight.     It  was  said  that  we  ought  not  to 
abolish  *thrs    trade,   unless  otbar  powei^s 
would  agree  likewise!  to  abolish  it ;  that  is 
to  say,  that  we  should  not  do  ^m  act  of 
jusUce^QQless  other  powers  would  consent 
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m  ftllrar  liiat  we  skoukl  continue  to  com- 
nil  ii»|ustiee,  ami  penki  in  guilt,  in  crini- 
•aUty,  because  if  we  did  opt,  other  powers 
would.    At  well  i^iget  it  be  said*  tbat  a 
laan  could  be  justified  in  robbing  anotber, 
because  if  be  did  not,  be  knew  there  was  a 
banditti  ready  to  comsiit  the  robbery  ;  or 
fbat  ao  aMMtin  would  be  justified  in  com-* 
ttittiog  mucder,  because  be  knew  that  if  ke 
did  not,  others  wete  ready  to  perpetrate  it. 
This  arguflEient,  however,  bad  as  it  is,  iit^ 
m  its  own  grounds.    The  united  states  of 
AoBariea^  who  bad  fixed  tbe  period  of  the 
^UtioQ  to  take  place  in  1808,  have  anti* 
<9paled  tbat  period  (I  wish  we  bad  had  the 
§k)ry  ei  being  the  first  in  the  race),  and 
Hiere  is  already,  aecording  to  the  last  ac- 
eeoots,  a  biH  in  its  unresisted  progress 
through  ihe  legislatvce^  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  this  trsde,  ia  which  it  is  de- 
filaded Ihat  death  «ka)l  be  the  punishment 
of  tbosfl  who  deal  in  the  blood  of  their 
ISpUow  ^reatvrta.    Wi(h  respect  to  the  £u- 
lippe^ii  powers,  koiw  are  France  and  Spain 
1^  carry  on  the  trade  ^  Sweden  never  en*  ' 
gaged  ia  U*  There  remains  only  Portugal, 
fm4bow  i»  Ihalpow^r  to  carry  on  the  trade  i 
It  it  to  ouv  own  isleod^i  where  we  pro* 
hibi^  it;  «» it  to  the  Freneb  islands,  which 
we  block  up;;  ie  it  to  the  Spanish  islands, 
i^kere  we  preveat'ifi;  and  whi^reis  Portugal 
to  fifKl  ci^pital  IQ  carry  it  on  t  Another  ob- 
jeetiofi  ^vaooed  by  a  noble  and  learned 
iord  (£4<loii>is,.  that  this  measure  does  not 
p^iQf  up  to  the  r6$otation  passed  last. ses- 
sion, and  that  instead  of  the  abolidou  of 
tbf^  African  slave  tr^e,  we  are  only  abo- 
ii^hiog  the  British  toraffic  in  that  trade}  but 
ift.it;  to  b^  cooteu^ed,  my  lords,  tbat  because 
we  -cailQOt  eoibiwce  all  the  good  tbat  may 
\^  dQoei  that  therefore  we  are  pot  toefect 
%  partial  good  I  if  tliat  were  the  case,  we 
coiidd  neiter  egfK^i  aAy-good  whatever.  My 
iprds,  in  calling  your  attention  to  this  great 
ipea^ure,  )et  i»f  emteat  you  to  qonsider  tiaat 
th«;  wliple  cauitt.ry  looks  to  ti)e  parliameni 
tp,  wipe  away  the  stigma  attached  to  its 
i^caqter    in.eontitoing  this   detestable 
traffic ;  tbat  it  looks  not  merely  to.  parlia- 
ment, but  to.  yuui!Jordsbq>6'  bouse.  Twice 
bafi  d^is  jaiea«Ui;e  failed  m  Ibis  bouse^  c^nd  if 
tf)ia  ioiquiito|i9  traiiie  is.  not  now  abolished, 
t)ieguiU  will  rest  with  your  lordships.    We 
bave  to  kment  the  loaS|  in  the  other  house 
of  parllanAeot,  of  sOAite  ef  the  ablest  and 
fpp^t  distinguished  advoeatftt  for  the  aboli-» 
tion ;  we  have  alto  to  kunenl  in  this  house,* 
|l)e  loss  of  spme  of  its  able  and  strenuous 
$HPPuft£if«    Stilly  however^  if  yowrlosd- 


ships  sbeuld  agree  to  the  abolition  of  tbi» 
inhuman  trade  in  blood,  as  1  trust  you  will 
£pel  it  due  to  your  own  character  and  to 
tbe  obaractef  of  the  country  to  do,  it  will 
meet  in  tbe  other  house  of  parliament  with 
the  strenuous  support  of  a  person  to  whom 
tbe  country  is  deeply  indebted  for  han>'ing 
originaHy  proposed  tbe  measure,  and  for 
baving  Ibliowed  up  that  proposition  by 
every  exertion  from  which  a  .ebance  couM 
be  d€^rived  of  success,'  I  cannot  conceive 
say  consciousness  more  truly  gratifying 
than  must  be  enjoyed  by  tbat  person,  oa 
finding  a  measure  to  which  he  has  devoted 
tbe  labour  of  his  life,  carried  into  effect — m 
measure  so  truly  benevolent,  so  admirably 
conducive  to  the  virtuous  prosperity  of  bia 
country,  and  the  weliare  of  mankind—-* 
measure  which  will  dilfuse  happiness 
amongst  tniUions,  now  in  existence,  ayid 
for  which  bis  memory  wul  be  •blessed  by^ 
millions  yet  unborn.  My  lords^  I  have  to 
apologise  for  having  troubled  your  lord« 
ships  so  long;  but  upon  a  measure  of  such 
imporiance — a  measure,  for  tbe  completion 
of  wbicb  1  have  been  labouring  for  the  last 
W  yeailt— tbe  ardent  seal  which  I  felt  for 
the  attaiiunent  of  such  an  object,  will,  I 
trust,  plead  my  excuse.  The  uob)e  lord 
concluded  by  moving  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time. 

The   IXuke  of  Ciarenc§   assured    their 
lordships  tbat  be  had  ocular  proof  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  planters  behaved  ta 
the  negroes ;  he  bad  been  in  almost  every 
islanr)  iu  the  West  Indies,  be  bad  conversed 
with  ihe  people  themselves,  and  tbe  result 
of  all  his  observations  and  all  his  enquiries 
was  a  most  ciear  and  positive  conviction  oa 
bis  mind,  tbat  there  was  not  Ihe  least  foun^* 
dation  in  fact  for  the  charge  which  bad 
been   brought  against  the  plajuters  of  ill-» 
treatment  to-their  slaves.    Tbe  noble  lord« 
among  other   things,  had  said,  that  wo 
should  look  to  tbe  fate  of  St.  Domingo  ; 
every. man  who  wished  well  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  this  country,  oaoat agree 
with  his  lordship,  and  also  hope  tbat  tbeir 
lordships  would  weigh  deUberately  in  their 
minda  the  fate  of  St,  Qomii^gds  before  they 
came  to  a  d^isioa  upon.  thU  important 
question.    It  was  not  at  pieaeoi  compe- 
tent to  England  to  prefer  .any.  claim  to 
sovereigsty  over  thai  iaiaad;  and  when* 
ever  tbe  time  of  peace  should  arrive,  the 
Prtnob  moat  prokah^*  would  turn  tbeir 
attentfon  towarda  tbe  rccoveiy  of  an  i&« 
und  wlttdi  hi^  been  loi^  to  t|iem  hf  in- 
turrefctioa  m^  levott*    |^.^|ib  nntiM 
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OB  eanh  could  r«Mo«»bly  tnierpoae  their 
autboriiy  or  Ihetr  inftuetice  botiveea  two 
parties  so  circuiDStaiiieedyand  it  tv<asiar  from 
being  lEivprobable  thai  that  island  would 
ooe  day  be  in  the  hands  of  Franee.  He 
most  seriously  called  upon  their  lordships 
to  consider  what  might  probably  be  the  con- 
sequence of  sttchare-assofflptiouof  power, 
by  the  natusal  euemy  of  this  country,  il  at 
the  astme  time  we  were  to  have  abolished  our 
pnly  mode  of  supplying  our  islands  wiih 
labourers  Would  they  not,  with  an  island 
ef  so  great  extent  at  their  command,  would 
they  not  continue  to  import;  and  if  they 
could  not  frustrate  om r  views  of  aJbolition 
by  smuggling*  would  they  not  at  least  on 
the  iirst  appearance  of  misunderstanding 
between  tibem  and  Great  Britain,  foment 
disturbances  in  our  i^nds,  and  endeavour 
to  accomplish  that  most.prevailing  wish  of 
their  present  ruler,  by  the  destruction  of 
British  commerce?  ' 

The  Duke  of  Gloucester •'•^My  lorda,  I 
eaanot  find  language  sufEcientiy  strong  to 
express  my  abhorrence  and  detestation  of 
this  abominable  traffic  in  human  blood; 
md  I  think  the  present  question  is  the  most 
momentous  that  ever  came  before  yonr 
lordships :  for  what  question  can  be  move 
momentous,  or  ^ome  more  closely  home 
to  our  bosoms  and  our  feelings  of  humai> 
nity,  than  that  which  concerns  the  welfare, 
the  happiness,  nay  even  the  lives  of  my^ 
riada  of  our  fellow  features  f  Adverting  to 
the  resolution  of  last  parliament,  now  on 
your  lordships'  table,,  declaring  that  the 
Slave  Trade  is  contrary  to  juatiue,  huma^^ 
nity,  and  policy,  can  you  still  aUow  British 
subjects  to  carry  on  what  h«s  been  thus 
solemnly  declared  to  be.  unjust^  inhuman, 
aod  impolitic t  It  has  been  told  us  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the,  house,  that 
the  mortality  among  the  slaves  has  of 
late  years  decreased,  and  that  the  negroes 
were  flourisbbg ;  but  I  can  tell  your  lon^ 
ships  the  real  cause  of  that  decre^ise  in 
mortality :  It  arites  iiot  from  the  situation 
of  the  slaves  having  been  actually  ame- 
liorated^ but  from  the  enoeuragement 
g^ven  by  some  planters  to  the  breed  of  free 
aegroes, instead  of  purcbasiogshuves*  They 
ind,  from  experience,  that  the  foriaer, 
though,  perhaps,  the  slower  method  of 
f  ix>€uring  a  supply  of  labourers^  is  yet  by 
far  the  most  beneficial  in  the  end  to  the 
planters,  as  it  is-  also  more  consonant  to 
the  feeliftga  of  humanity.  As  to  the  ruin 
that  will  fall  upoa  the  mendbaata  eiigagsd 
iftthie  traffic,  lif  it  is  puta  stop  to,  I  httve 
1^  obaervty   tbat  there   are  many   new 


bnfoches  of  trade  that  anghe  be  opened  ta 
lieu  of  it.  I  have  been  ea  boani  ol  a»l 
inspected  severali  of  the  vcsseb  employed 
in  these  iabuman  voyages^  and  i  do  not 
think 'theie  are  an]^  ships  in  the  wofM  he^ 
ter  qualified  fbr  transports  for  eooveying 
troops  than  they  aee*  It  has  been  also  4i»*  ' 
ged  against  thepresent  biU,  that  thepassiii|| 
of  it  would  dcetroyrone  of  the  fioeel  nur^ 
series  for  oar  seameB>;  but  this  cannot  be 
correct,  foe  I  hnow,  from  aa  actual  examW 
nation  into  the  subject,  tiiat  only  one  half 
of  the  seamea  employed  oo  any  eae 
slave  voyage,  returned  to  this  country^ 
the  re^  generally  dying  on>  the  voyagei 
in  £act,  there  are  two-thirds  more  sea* 
men  lost  to  this  country  in  this  manner 
thaa  the  boasted  nursery  of  the  African 
slave  trade  produces*  ft  has*  b^»  Md 
against  the  abolition,  tha«  the  natives  of 
Africa  wouid  morder  the  prisoner*  th^ 
brought  down  to  the  coast  witb  the  view  of 
eaposinf  them  to  sails,  but  I  donet  thinl^ 
that  one  single  life  wcwld  be  lest  in  this 
manner.-^His  highnese  concluded  with  re- 
peating his  abhornencd  of  the  teade,  and 
gave  hia  in^armest  support  to  the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  M'Orton  opposed  the  bll^ 
and  recomaiiended'  to  their  lordships  to 
pause,  and  to  consider  whether  the  aboli* 
tioa  of  the  trade  would  not  be  attended 
with  worse  consequences  in  the  view  of  hu- 
manity, than  its  continuation* 

The  £arl  of  Weshnanlimd  sud^  that  lA 
the  British  Wesft-lodia  islands  the  life  of  the 
slave  was  protected  by  the  law  as  well  aa 
that  ofany  other  inhabitant.  The  bouse  had 
been  told  that  they  should  prevent  thecon^ 
tinuance  of  oppression  and  cruelty;  but  the 
question  was  not  aa  to  how  far  we  ought  to 
exert  ourselvea  to  put  an  end  to  practices 
of  that  nature,  bet  bow  lir  any  thing  that 
was  in  our  power  was  capable  of  effecting 
that  purpose.  Portugal),  for  instance,  had 
no  other  means  of  working  her  mines  than 
by  the  employment  of  sUves;  could  we 
suppose  that  she  would  give  it  up }  mdeed 
nothing  had  been  «ud  about  her.  Of 
France  there  had  been  something  like  a 
whisper  ^at  she  would  relinquish  the  tradef, 
and  it  was  then  inferred  that  Spain  would 
Mlow  her  example.  America  had  promi- 
aed,  but  had  not  yet  given  up  the  traffic; 
and  who  could  answer  for  Cai^ina,.tbat  tt 
would  agree  to  the  resolutione  of  the  other 
statet  on  that  head?  \i  we  abandoned  thil 
trade,  it  was  certain  that  some  others 
weokl  take  it  up,  who  might  not  act  with 
so  much  humanity  as  the  British  traders; 
and  with^it  we  should  abandon  the  employ* 
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metit  of  one  nuDioo  cental,  aboot  6  or  700 
Mf»9  and  from  J  6  to  90,000  seameo. 
Tbis,  be  maiotained,  would  occasion  the 
loss  of  nearly  one-third  of  the  amoont  of 
British  imports  and  exports.  He  had  a 
atronger  objection  yet  to  make  against  the 
adoption  of  this  meaaiire,  namely*  that  it 
audi  a  system  were  acted  upon,  no  proper- 
ty cookl  be  reckoned  safe  which  could  fall 
within  the  power  of  the  legiblature ;  upon 
auch  a  principle  as  this  the  tithes  of  the 
clergy*  and  the  vefy  freehold  estates  of  the 
landholders  might  be  sacrificed  to  field- 
preaching  and  popular  declamation.  His 
jcooduct,  however*  shpuld  never  receive  the 
smallest  drgree  of  influence  from  such 
powers  as  those*  and  though  he  should  see 
the  preshyterian  and  the  prelate*  the  me- 
tbodist  and  field^reacher,  the  jacobin  and 
(he  murderer  unite  in  support  of  it,  in  that 
iMMise  he  woijld  raise  his  voice  against  it. 
'.  The  Earl  of  Selkirk  could  not  reconcile 
to  his  jnind  the  distinctions  made  by  the 
.  noble  earl  who  had  just  sat. down.  If  he 
w^  right  in  bis  conception  of  what  bad 
fallen  from  that  Vioble  lord  relative  to  the 
dispeu9ations  of  Providence^  it  went  the 
length  of  asserting*  that  no  cograzance 
should  be  taken  of  any  mojral  offence,  how- 
ever aggravated  or  injurious  to  society. 
If  human  duties  were  thus  estimated,  and 
.yicipu4  deeds  only  considered  by  that>cri<* 
terion,  rapine  and  outrage  would  be  cou- 
atantly  at  work*  and  jurisprudence  be  ren- 
dered incapable  of  repressing  the  commis- 
sion of  crimes,  by  merited  punishments. 
There  was  also,  another  observation  made 
by  that  noble  earl*  with  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  coincide,  unless  evidence  was 
produced  at  the  bar*  that  the  climate  of  the 
West  Indies  was  unfavourable  to  the  pro* 
pagation  of  the  human  species.  In  coon, 
tries  where  the  means  of  human  subsistence 
were  proportionate  to  thelnumber  of  inha- 
bitants* the  increase  of  population,  had  al- 
ways been  found  progressive.  This  prin- 
ciple bad  been  acknowledged  by  all  v^xiters 
pn  tb^.subject,  and  had  {been  unanswerably 
explained  m  the  able  work  of  Mr.  Maltbus 
upon  population.  The  noble  lord  pro- 
ceeded, to  discuss  the  causes  which  were 
likely  to  increase  or  lessen  the  black  popu- 
lation  in  the  West  Indies,  and  concluded 
with  the  inference,  that  after  the  proposed 
abolition,  the  West- India  planters  would 
naturally  look  to  moderate  profits,  and  a 
progressive  increase  of  the  negroes  on  their 
estates;  whereas,  the  thirst  of  immediate 
gain,  and  the  opportunity  of  speedily  sup- 
jply  ing  a  deficiency  of  labourersi  waS|  under 


the  present  circumstances*  a  strong  incei|< 
tive  to  overwork  the  negroes*  and*  conse* 
quentiy*   to  curtail   the   population. 

Lord   Suimoitik  felt  it  a   painful    duty 
to  be  obliged  to  differ  froof  some  of  his 
noble   friends*   particular^  on   a  subject 
which  involved  questions  of  justice  and 
humanity.  To  the  measure  itself  he  had  no 
objection,  if  it   conld    be    accompHsbed 
without  detriment  to  ^e  West-India  is« 
lands ;  but  this  he  did  not  think  possible* 
under  existing  circumstances.  •    Instead* 
therefore,  of  abolition  at  present*  he  begged 
leave  to  suggest*  that  the  best  f^an  would 
be  to  throw  certain  difficulties  in  l^e  way 
of  the  trade*  which  may  finally,  and  per* 
haps  at  no  distant  period*  operate  as  a  bar 
to  it  altogether.     For  this   parpose,  he 
would  suggest  that  a  tax  be  laid  on  every 
slave  imported  into  any  of  the  islands*  gra- 
dually  raising  this  inipost*  till  the  mercimnts 
shonla  of  themselves  give  up  the  traffic. 
Withr^pect  to  the  West  Indies  thems^ves, 
he  would  recommend  the  advice  of  that 
great  man-  (Mr.  Burke),  viz.  that  churches 
should  he  built    for  the  negroes  in    the 
islands,  and  that  they  should  be  instmcted 
in  the  morality  and  doctrine  of  the  Ohris^ 
tian  religion;  he  would  also  have  thefn> 
united  by  the  ties  of  matrimony*  as  the 
first  step  towards  civilization,  and  the  future 
improvement  of  theiroondition.  With  these 
advantages,  and  the  Messing  of  being  pro- 
tected by  "Our  laws,   he  thought  that  the 
time  would  arrive  ^r  etnancipatiug  (hem. 

The  Earl  of  Rossi^n^^M^  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  immediate  abehtion  of  this 
odious  traffic  would  be  attended  wiih  no 
injurious  etl^cts  to  the  colonies*  to  the  cuU 
ture  of  which  the  negroes  already  imported 
were  fully  competent,  if  properly  treated. 
Such  treatment,  it  tfiight  be  said*  it  was 
the  obvious  interest  of  the  planter  to  give 
the  negroes,  and  there^e  it  might  be  in« 
ferred  that  they  experienced  it  already*  and 
yet  that  importation  became  necessary  to 
keep  up  the  supply.  This,  however,  he 
was  prepared  to  contradict.  It  was  only 
from  the  strongest  impolse>  of' self-interest, 
from  the  most  cogent  persuasion  of  neccs-. 
sity*.that  men  of  such  habits  were  likely  to 
adopt  the. practice  of  humanity.  When 
tinable  to  procure  any  more  negroes*  they 
w6uld  feel  the  urgency  of  taking  care  of 
those  they  already  had^  With  regard  to 
the  statement  of  the  noble  earl  (Westmor^ 
land)«  as  to  the  various  description  of  p^r*- 
sons  who  concurred  in  a  wish  to  produce 
the  abolition  df  this  trade,  he  thought  that 
formed  a  forcible  argument  in  favour  of  the. 
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measure  before  the  house.  For  the  concur- 1 
reuce  of  men  of  all  religions,  of  all  political 
parties,  and  even  of  those  who  professed  no 
religion,  in  support  of  this  measure,  served 
to  shew  that  to  all  who  were  susceptible 
of  a  sentiment  of  humanity,  who  were  ca- 
pable of  discriminating  between  the  beauty 
of  virtue  and  the  deformity  of  vice,  this 
traffic  was  abhorrent.  With  such  an  una- 
nimity of  sentiment,  with  such  a  combi- 
nation of  powers,  could  that  house, -without 
fixing  a  stain  upon  its  character,  without 
incurring  universal  odium,  hesitate  to  ac- 
cede to  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend  ? 

Earl  St,  Vificent  deprecated  the  measure, 
which^  if  passed,  would,  he  was  satisfied, 
have  the  effect  of  transferring  British  ca- 
pital to  other  countries,  which  would  not 
be  disposed  to  abandon  such  a  productive 
branch  of  trade.     As  to  the  humanity  so 
much  contended  for,  it  would  be  well  if 
noble  lords  reflected  upon  this  question, 
whether  humanity  was  consulted  by  the 
abolition.     If  it  nivere,   their   arguments 
would  be  well  founded.     But,  from  his 
own  experience,  he  wa^  enabled  to  state, 
that  the  West-India  islands  formed  Para- 
dise itself,  to  the  negroes,  in  comparison 
with  their  native  country.     Knowing  this, 
which,  upon  due  enquiry,   it  was  in  the 
power  of  any  noble  lord  to  ascertain,  he 
was  surprised  at  the  proposition  before  the 
hou%e ;  and,  considering  the    high    cha- 
racter and  intelligence  of  the  noble  pro- 
poser, he  declared  that  he  could  account 
in  no  other  way  for  his  having  brought  it 
forward,  but  by  supposing  that  some  Obi- 
man  had  cast  his  spell  upon  him.  (A  laugh). 
Lord  King  argued  forcibly  in  support  of 
the  motion,  which,  in  his  opinion,  nothing 
but  the  sacrifice  of  every  generous  and 
manly  sentiment  to  cold  and  low  calcu- 
lations of  self-interest;  nothing  but  a  per- 
version of  justice  and  humanity,  could  in- 
duce any  man  to  defend.  And  with  regard 
to  the  reliance  which  some  persons  pro- 
fessed to  place  upon  the  equity  and  feel- 
ings of  the  colonial  legislatures,  he  begged 
to  know  if  a  perversion  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity were  supported  in  that  house,  what 
was.  to  be  expected  from  less  enlightened 
and  liberal  assemblies  ? 

Lord  Nbrthesk  detailed  several  instances 
of  wanton  cruelty  practised  upon  the  ne- 
groes in  the  colonies  by  their  masters,  who 
were  scarcely  under  the  controul  of  any  law 
rntja  regard  to  their  conduct.  If  humane 
treatment  were  practised  towards  the  ne- 
groes, b^  was  certain,  from  his  knowledge 
of  the  interior  of  tlie  colonies^  that  a  suffi- 


cient supply  could  be  kept  up  for  every 
purpose  of  cultivation,  and  such  treatmLent 
the  good  effects  of  which  he  had  witnessed 
in  St.  Christopher's  and  other  of  the  colo- 
nies, was  not,  he  was  very  much  afraid, 
ever  likely  to  become  general,  until  the  plan* 
ters  were  precluded  from  farther  supplies. 

Lord  Eldon  considered  that  the  abolition 
of  the  British  traffic  would  by  no  meaxkn 
imply  that  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  general^ 
which  could  still  be  carried  on  by  other 
states.  The  present  had  been  called  a 
measure  founded  on  justice,  humanity^ 
and  policy.  If  it  were  so  in  justice  and 
humanity,  he  would  agree  that  it.  was  so 
in  policy.  But  it  was  not  clearly  made  out 
that  it  was  so,  injustice  and  humanity.  It 
was,  however,  necessary  that  it  shouid  be 
shewn  that  this  measure  would  promote  the 
views  of  justice  and  humanity  more  than 
they  were  at  present  promoted.  The 
learned  lord  then  entered  into  a  review  of 
the  measures  adopted  by  parliament  re- 
specting this  trade,  which,  he  contended, 
had  been  sanctioned  by  parliaments  in 
which  sat  the  wisest  lawyers,  the  most 
learned  divines,  and  the  most  excellent 
statesmen ;  and  he  declared,  that  on  this 
subject  he  had  always  differed  from  his 
illustrious  friend  Mr.  Pitt.  .He  .adverted 
to  Mr.  Locke,  lord  Somers,  and  others, 
and  they  did  not  think  it  wise  or  politic  to 
oppose  it. 

The  Bishop  of  Durham  supported  the 
abolition,  and  considered  the  Slave.Trade 
as  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  Christian  religion.  He  reminded  the 
house  of  the  story  of  Themistocles,  who 
proposed  a  measure  by  which  the  enemies 
of  the  Athenians  might  be  destroyed,  with- 
out hazard  to  themselves ;  wh^ch  was  re- 
ferred to  Aristides  the  Just:  it  was  to 
destroy  their  fleet,  while  they  thought  they 
were  in  safety.  Aristides  said  to  the  A  the* 
nians,  it  could  be  done ;  but  that  it  was 
unjust:  upon  which  the  people,  with  one 
voice,  said  it  should  not  be  done,  for  that 
the  Athenians  would  not  owe  .their  safety 
to  injustice.  The  British  people  should 
not  be  surpassed  by  the  Athenijins  in  a. love 
of  justice ;  and  therefore,  if  there  were  any 
profits  to  us,  in  the  continuation  of  thp 
African  Slave  trade,  we  should  forego 
them.  We  were  a  people  more  favoured 
by  Heaven  than  any  other  nation  had  been 
from  the  commencement  of  time  to  the 
present  hour ;  but  we  should  beware  hoW 
we  forfeited  the  protection  of  Provit 
dence,  by  continual  injustice;  for  if  we 
did,  we  shoui^    look  in   vain,   heretift^ 
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fepftbeiSloMSQftheNileor  of  Tnifalgar. 

Tbe  £afi  of  Mmra  took  «  general  view 
^  4b«  attbjecl ;  be  thouj^t  l^at  the  eri- 
deooe  ^poB  tbe  table  of  tbe  home  niusi  bt 
iuflieicnt  to  ooa^nce  their  lonfabips  of  tbe 
aaoaawty  of  aboli^iig  tfaie  sanguinary 
tnific.  U  BoUe  lorde  were  not  satisfied 
"mink  duB  evideaoe,  be  referred  them  to 
Holy  Wrk,  be  referred  ^m  to  that  great 
TOii  of  o«r  IbrefiaMierstbeOki  Testamenty 
aad  tbftt  great  Commentator  vpon  that 
woffk»  tirboMs  raanim  was,  '*  Do  unto  others 
as  yoe  monld  tbey  ahould  do  unto  you.*' 

Lord  Umphe^my  admitted  that  tbe  slave 
limde  witii  a  great  politicEl  eirtl,  and  that 
It  wai  ^kairaUe  to  put  an  end  to  it ;  but 
aonaidenng  that  slavery  bad  been  permit- 
tod  fuider  tbe  Jewish  dispenaaiion,*  that 
Hmri  mm  no  express  prohifoiUoB  of  it  in 
lhe<!!bnatiaa ;  that  it  was  a  condition  of 
mankind  which  siany  great  and  wise  men 
is  all  ages  bad  sanctioned,  he  was  not 
prepattd  to  sa^Tt  ^at  to  allow  slavery  was 
a  oime.  Nevertheless^  combining  slavery 
aaid  tbe  slave  trade^  be  though  that  it  was 
matHer  of  icgrat  the  latter  bad  ever  ex- 
istody  aad  that  it  was  .desirable  to  abolbb 
It.  Tbe  question  was,  bowerer,  whether 
it  could  be  aholiflhed  by  the  proposed. 
tneasure,  and  whether  the  consequences 
svonld  be  beneficial  to  the  nations  of  Afri. 
ca  i  He  contended  that  the  Slave  Trade  in 
Africa  had  subsisted  before  Europeans  bad 
entered  upon  the  trade,  and  be  doubted 
whether  their  withdrawing,  Irom  it  would 
put  an  end  to  the  evil,  or  tend  so  much  as 


caHed  to  its  enormity.  The  Christian  reli- 
gion had  tended  to  abolish  slavery  in  Eu- 
rope, and  its  principle  equally  led  us  to 
abiolish  the  detestable  traflBck  in  human  be- 
ings on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  noble 
lord  contended,  on  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Park,  that  the  demand  for  slaves  tended  to 
pemetu^te  wars  in  the  interior  of  Africa, 
anci  maintained  that  if  tbe  market  were  ta- 
ken away,  the  horrors  which  led  to  its  sup- 
ply would  cease*  He  insisted  that  if  the 
trade  were  alx>lished,  tbe  stock  of  negroes 
in  tbe  West  Indies  would  be  kept  up  hy 
the  ordinary  means  of  increase^  which 
could  not  be  the  case  while  tbe  trade  cod- 
tinaed,  and  the  interest  of  the  planters 
found  its  account  in  a  different  system^ 
He  maintained  that  it  was  impossible  to 
believe  that  tbe  state  of  a  negro  in  the 
West  Indies  was  such  as  to  lead  him  to 
prefer  it  even  to  slavery  in  Africa,  and  it 
was  absurd  to  think  so,  considering  tbe 
new  kind  of  labour  to  which  lie  was 
condemned^  when  he  had  never  been  ac- 
customed to  suth  habits,  and  when  he 
must  be  torn  from  bis  country  and  connec- 
tions* He  was  convinced,,  too,  that,  far 
from  weakening,  the  measure  would  tend 
to  the  security  of  our  islands,  and  he 
shewed^  from  the  instance  of  Barbadoesi 
and  that  in  the  cases  where  the  importation 
of  negroes  was  the  least,  the  proportion  of 
whites  to  blacks  was  greatest.  Tbe  noble 
lord  concluded  with  a  pathetic  allusion  to 
the  sentiments  of  Mn  Fox  on  this  subject. 
Mr.  foJt  had  often  told  him  that  the  two 
objects  neaiest  his  heart  were,  the  restora- 


was  argued  to  the  internal  peace  and  ini- 

provement  of  Africa*    He  denied,  however,  tion  of  peace,  and  ttie  abolition  of  the  slave 

that  our  withdrawing  from  it  would  abolish   trade,  and  when,  by  the  shuffling  of  tbe 


tbe  trade ;  and  if  it  only  shifted  hands,  the 
change  would  be  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  Begroes,  and  of  the  cause  of  humanity*  , 
Xjord  HMwde&id^  that  tbe  arguments  of 
tiie  learned  lord  (Eldon)  respecting  tiie; 
opinions  of  former  statesmen  and  legisla- ; 
tors,  lord  Somera,  Mr*  Locke,  &c.  would,! 
ia  their  application,  put.a  stop  to  all  im- 
provement. But  could  jt  be  supposed 
that  so  great  and  wisea  man  as  Mr*  Locke, 
after  reading  the  evidence  which  lay  on  the 
tflible  respecting  the  slave-  trade,  would 
five  it  bis  sanction?  The  evil  was  sow 
^exposed,  and  could  not  be  defended.  As 
meU  might  we  be  told  that  the  Re|brma,tion 
<iras  unnecesaanr,  as  it  might  be  said,  could 
«  reverend  prelate  be  more  wise  than  sir 
T.  More,  or  more  learned  than  Erasmus* 
it  was  in  vain,  therefore,  to  say  that  the 
alave  trade  was  justified  by  tbe  authority 
^  «f  thoM  whose  attetttiMi  had  never  bean 


French  government  he  anticipated  disap 
pointment  in  the  former,  he  consoled  him^ 
self  with  the  hope  that  tbe  latter  might  be 
obtained*  The  noble  lord  mentioned  with 
approbation  the  exertions  of  others  in  this 
cause,  and  particularly  of  Mr*  Wilberforcci 
whom,  though  he  was  hardly  acquainted 
with  him,  he  should  always  consider,  not- 
withstanding any  past  or  any  future  differ* 
ences  of  opinion  on  other  points,  as  an  ho- 
nour to  his  country  and  to  human  nature 
on  account  of  the  ssealous^  able,  and  per- 
severing effbrU  he  had  made  fot  Ihe  aboli- 
tion of  this  odious  traffic^ 

Tbe  Eari  of  SufM  said  a  few  words  ift 
support  of  the  bill;  after  which fheir lord- 
ships  divided. 

Contents  72f ;  Proxies  58  *  .  •  1^ 
Non-Conteats  2d  ^Proxies  8  -  *  ^^ 


Majority 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

T%ursdatf,  February  5. 


[Minutes.*]  The  house  at  its  meeting 
(proceeded  to  Imffot  for  committees,  to  try 
limd  determine  the  merits  of  the  Petitions 
c!loiiiplaiiiing  of  the  late  retnms  jfbr  the 
^county  of  Norfolk,  and  the  borough  of 
Plymouth.  The  IdUowing  were  the  com- 
^nictees  appointed:  For  Norfolk^  Henry 
Aarmg,  esq.  Mark  Wood,  esq.  lord  Mor- 
peth^ T;  W.  Plummer,  esq.  A.  Atherly,  esq. 
C.  Western,  esq-  R.  T.  Stuart^  esq.  Henry 
Pamell,  esq.  Robert  Williams,  esq.  Charles 
Adams,  esq.  J.  Kingston^  esq.  Wm.  Praed, 
^eaq.  Owen  Williams,  esq.  Nominees,  G. 
H.  Rose,  esq.  Charles  Duodas,  esq. — For 
PlymoulA,  J.  Barham,  esq.  H.  Wrllough- 
iby,  es^.  Wm.  Refscot,  esq.  R.  B.  Robson, 
'e^«  £.  Desboroogh,  e^q.  Wm.  Cavendish, 
^.  Mui  Calvert,  esq.  hon^  W.  Hill,  Lord 
lUncUfie^  hoR.  Wm.  Maul,  Joseph  Crips, 
^^sq.  Jamte  Brogdea,  esq.  T.  Godfrey,  esq. 
Nominees^  Wm.  Cartwright,  esq.  Jonathan 
Rame,  esq. — Ordered,  on  the  motion  of 
Imnd  Howick,  that  the  order  for  callmg 
lover  the  house  be  renewed  for  Tuesday 
toext:  aisov  that  the  names  of  such  mem- 
bets  as  shall  be  absent  on  that  day  be  re- 
ported to  the  house  on  such  day  as  the 
house  should  direct^  and  that  those  ifor 
whose  absence  a  suHicient  excuse  could  not 
be  assigned^  should  be  taken  into  thecustody 
of  tlie  serieant  at  arms. — ^The  S|)eaker  ac- 
<|iiaiated  the  honse,  that  the  Worcester  Pe- 
litiott  having  been  a))pointed  to  be  taken* 
into  consideration  on  Tuesday  last,  at  half 
liaat  three  o'clock,  and  W.  Gordon,  esq. 
the  petitioner,  not  having  appeared  pur- 
suant to  the  act,  within  one  hour  aft(>r  the 
petition  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, he  had  certified  the  recognizances 
in  thi»  ease  to  his  majesty's  court  of  Exche- 
quer.—Mr.  Simeon  gave  notice  that,  in 
consequence  of  an  extraordinary  circum- 
stance that  had  taken  place  in  the  Maldon 
Eleetion  Committee,  he  should,  on  a  future 
4ay^  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
esf^o  andatiaend  the  Grenville  Act  re- 
specting election  eonmtttees.  The  hon. 
ttember  was:  pnoceeding  to  detail  ^  the 
gionnckof  his^  wkMou,.  whan  the  Speaker 
begged  to  vtmindl  the  hoo.  gent  that  the 
kouac  oaafided  all:  matters  toochmg  Sieo- 
tion  Petitions  to  its  committees,  and  that, 
acoaiiiQg:tt>  the*  practice  ci  tte  heuse,  the 
heBb gpen&aaan  oughtto'ooiifine  himaetf  to 
Mtuig  the  dyyed  o#  lua  motioii.  Mr.  Si- 
neon  was;  aware,  that  the  decimki  o£  >&• 
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lect  committees  were  final  illative  to  the 
elections,  but  from  the  circumstance'  of  the 
chairmstn  of  the  Maldon  Committee  having 
given  a  double  vote  in  tlie  late  case,  where- 
by one  member  was  seated,  and  another, 
deprived  of  his  seat,  he  thought  this  paTt 
ought  to  be  regulated.  If  was  ^  on  that 
ground,  that  he  proposed  to  give  notice  of 
a  motion  to  amend  the  Grenville  Act,  The 
hon.  member  fixed  hb  motion  for  Monday 
next.-^Mr.  Atlr^s  Wright  presented  at  the 
bar,  the  minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  be- 
fore the  Penrhyn  Committee.  Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  t^ble,  and  to  be  printed. — ^Thei 
house  having  gone  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  to  consider  of  the  several 
acts  relative  to  the  Trade  of  the  6ape  of 
Good  Hope,  Mr.  Hobhouse  in  the  chair; 
it  was  resolved.  That  the  chairman  be  di- 
rected to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  authorise  his  Majesty  for  a  time  to  be 
limited,  to  make  regulations  respecting  the 
Tralde  and  Commerce  of  tlie  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  On  the  house  being  resumed,  th# 
chairman  moved  for  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  accordmgly. — The  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland  moved,  that  the  order 
for  the  committal  of  the  Scotch  Clergy  bill 
should  be  discharged,.  The  bill,  of  which 
he  had  given  notice,  to  vest  die  powers 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Temds  in  the 
court  of  Exchequer,  would  embrace  the 
object  of  the  bill  which  he  now  wished  to 
withdraw.  The  order  was  accordmgly  dis* 
charged. 

[Third  Military  Report— Con- 
duct OP  Mr.  Alexander  Davison.] 
Mr.  Rose,  in  rising  to  make  his  proposed 
motion  for  tlie  production  of  the  opinkm 
of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  re- 
lative to  the  case  of  Mr.  Alexander  D«- 
^vison,  disclaimed  all  idea  of  impotihg  any 
neglect  to  the  government  in  the  perform 
mance  of  its  duty.  The  principal  diflSsr* 
ence  between  himself  and  the  noble  lord 
(H.  Petty)  was  ibis.  The  noble  lord  was 
for  leaving  the  matter  to  tlie  management 
of  the  executive  government.  He  thought 
that  where  a  parliamentary  commission  was 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  public  ex- 
penditure, the  prosecntions  oughtto  be  ooi»> ' 
ducted,  at  the  instance,  and  under  the  dtreo 
tion  of  this  bouse,  rather  than  be  left  t0 
the  govennnent  He  had  no  mtetitioii 
whatever  to  convey  th  idea,  that  blam^ 
tested  anywhere.  He  did  not  for  a  mo* 
rnent  suppose,  that  the  ettecutive  power  had 
n0t  done  ita  duty  in  this  aftir^  ner  did  he 
impute  to  it  any  wish  to  protect  dtiiMpeap 
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cy.  He  had  no  doubt  thai  the  learned  gent, 
luid  given  a  sound  and  proper  opinion.  It 
only  appeared  to  him,  that  the  proceedings 
in  this  case  ought  to  be  conducted  under 
the  order  of  the  house,  and  this  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  motion.  Thb  bad  been  the 
practice  of  the  house  when  frauds  bad 
been  discovered  in  the  niaiia^^enient  of  the 
public  money.  He  mentioned  a  case  very 
similar  to  the  present,  which  had  occiUT«d 
In  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  where  certain 
pers€«s  who  luul  committed  frauds  in  fur- 
nishing l)eer  to  the  navy,  had  been  prose- 
cuted by  the  house.  To  be  sure,  these 
were  discovered  byacoramilteeof  the  house, 
and  here  tlie  commissioners  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown.  But  we  were  to  look 
at  the  nature  of  the  abuses,  which  was  such 
as  called  for  tlie  interference  of  this  house. 
The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
General  with  respect  to  an  allowance  of  in- 
grain on  coals  had  been  gi\'en  m  the  Report, 
but  there  was  no  opinion  with  respect  to 
the  fraud,  as  that  was  not  then  before  them. 
It  was  difficult  to  find  out  where  the  frauds 
rested.  A  Mr.  Hargrave,  a  coal-mercbaut, 
delivered  60  chaldron  of  coals  for  Mr. 
Davison,  at  46s  per  chaldron,  and  yet  this 
same  Hargrave  certified  the  price  to  be  b'Os 
per  chaldron.  Now,  there  was  tlie  case  of 
Mr.  Emerson,  of  Dover,  who  si4>plied  coals 
at  468  per  chaldron,  and  charged  9$  6d  for 
carriage  from  Dover  to  Deal  for  each  chal- 
dron, making  54s  6d,  whereas  the  certiiicate 
was,  that  the  coals  were  31.  per  chaldron, 
and  that  the  carriage  was  I7s  9d.  it  might 
be  supposed  that  the  quantities  ordered  by 
Mr.  Davison  being  so  large,  the  merchants 
might  have  supplied  him  at  a  cheaper  rate 
.  than  the  ordinary  price.  But  this  was  not 
the  case;  for  in  one  case  where  only  4 
chaldrons  were  furnished,  a  monstrous  sur-^ 
charge  appeared.  Some  of  the  transactions 
were  attempted  to  be  explained,  but  with 
regard  to  others,  neither  Mr.  Davison,  nor 
his  clerk,  it  was  said,  attempted  any  expla- 
nation. The  right  hon.  gent,  then  adverted 
to  the  ledger  of  George  Walker,  (who  was 
executed  a.  few  months  since  for  forgery) 
and  to  the  differences  of  the  prices  which 
it  disclosed.  On  the  closest  attention  he 
could  give  the  subject,  he  was  inclined  to 
think  that  some  part  might  be  unmediately 
recovered,  and  that  there  were  grounds  for 
a  criminal  prosecution  against  some  person. 
Fox  that  reason,  he  wished  to  have  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Gene- 
ml,  on  the  latter  point  It  manifestiv  ap- 
^peared^  that  there  had  been  great  abuses 


in  the  Barrads  DepartmenL  It  wppesutd 
tliat  Davison  had  on  some  occasions  got  a 
sight  of  the  terms  given  in  by  others,  and 
by  that  means,  by  offering  a  tiue  more,  had 
secured  the  contract  If  the  noble  lord 
was  of  opinion  that  any  mconvenieuoe 
would  arise  from  the  production  of  the  pa- 
|)er,  be  would  not  press  his  motion.  The 
rt.  hon.  gent,  concluded  by  movmg,  **  That 
the  Opim'on  of  the  Attorney  and  Solidtor- 
General  relative  to  the  Abuses  in  the  Bair- 
rack  Department,  arising  out  of  the  Third 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Military 
luquiry,  be  laid  before  the  house.'^ 

Lord  Henry  Petty  said,  he  should  not 
follow  the  right  hon.  gent  through  all  the 
points  he  had  touched  upon,  but  he  could 
not  but  notice  the  position  which  had  beeii 
laid  down  by  him,  that  thb  was  of  that  class 
of  prosecutions  which  ought  to  be  conduct- 
ed under  the  authority  of  that  house  ra- 
ther than  by  the  Treasury.  He  might  state 
without  fear  of  its  being  controverted,  thai 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Treasuiy,  when  they 
discovered  any  frauds  to  have  been  com- 
mitted, to  take  measures  for  then:  punish- 
ment, and  to  secure  the  public  interests. 
If  the  Treasury  did  not  act  in  this  manner, 
they  would  merit  the  censure  of  that  house; 
and  if  the  Treasury  should  omit  to  take 
such  measures,  it  would  become  the  duty 
of  that  house  to  take  such  steps  as  might 
ap|)ear  necessary  on  the  occasion.  But  he 
should  ask,  what  convenience  would  result 
from  the  house  instituting  a  prosecution,  af- 
ter a  proceeding  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Treasury?  The  only  effect  of  granting  the 
paper  moved  for  by  the  right  hon.  gent 
would  be  to  convey  information  to  the  de- 
fendant, of  the  strong  and  weak  parts  of 
the  evidence  .against  hiui,  whereby  he  might 
be  enabled  to  frustrate  the  objects  of  the, 
prosecution,  by  secreting  such  parts  of  the 
evidence  as  might  be  necessary  to  supply 
any  deficiencies  at  present  exbting.  On 
the  contrary,  when  the  proceedings  ynete 
carried  on  by  the  Treasury,  no  such  inform- 
ation could  be  acquired  before  the  proper 
time,  and  the  ends  of  justice  would  thereby 
be  secured.  This  was  an  illustration  of 
the  doctrine  which  he  had  stated,  and  when 
the  right  hon.  gent  was  aware,  of  these 
circumstances,  .the  noble  lord  had  no 
doubt  he  would  consent  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

•  Mr.  Perceval  agreed  that  the  motion 
ought  to  be  withdrawn.  He  difoed  from 
his  right  hon.  friend  with  respect  to  the 
practice  of  the  house;  for,  if  the  pieces 
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'  djenCs  were  closely  examined,  it  would  ap- 

'  pear  that  in  those  cases  where  the  house 
had  taken  up  the  matter,  'the  discoveries 

liad  been  made  by  committees  of  their  own, 
and  were  connected  with  some  affair  before 
the  house.  But,  even  if  the  house  should 
take  the  proceedings  ia  this  case  into  its 
own  hands,  he  thought  that  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  General  ought  to  be  ordered  J 
to  proceed  on  the  report,  merely  without 
giving  in  any  previous  detailed  opinion,  j 
The  reason  why  be  thought  so,  was  founded  j 

'  on  the  mischievous  effects  that  would  result 
from  premature  publicity,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  noble  lord.  But  while  there 
was  no  pretence  that  the  treasury  did  not 
do  its 'duty,  he  apprehended  that  it  was 
much  better  to  leave  the  case  in  their 
hands. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  after  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  lord,  he  would  certainly, 
with  the  leave  of  the  house,  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  explained^  that  the 
reason  why  he  had  the  other  night  with- 
drawn his  motion  on  this  subject  was,  that 
he  thought  it  would  be  attended  with  great 
inconvenience  to  uiterfere  with  the  steps 
that  had  been  already  taken  by  the  treasury. 
Lotd  H.  Petty  begged  it  to  be  under- 
stood, that  no  prosecutio:!  had  as  yet  com- 
menced, for  the  reasons  which  he  slated  on 
a  former  night.  It  w^s  thought  more  ad- 
visable to  postpone  any  prosecution  till  it 
could  be  seen  what  further  lights  would  be 
furnished  by  the  production  of  Mr.  Davi- 
gou  s  cash  account  with  general  Deiancey, 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday y  Fehmary  6, 
r^IlNUTKS.]  On  the  motion  of  the 
ar(!hbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  bishop  of 
Exeter  was  desired  to  preach  before  their 
lordships  in  Westminster  Abbey,  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  25th  instant,  being  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  a  General  Fast. 

[Slave  Trade  Abolition  Bill.] 
The  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
on  the  bill  for  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade. 
.  The  preamble  having  been  postponed. 
Lord  Grenville  said,  with  respect  to 
fjlling  up  the  blanks  in  the  bill,  that  the 
time  which  he  intended  to  propose  as  the 
period  for  the  abolition  of  this  trade, 
might,  perhaps,  appear  somewhat  at  va- 
riance with  that  eager  desire  which  the 
Bouse  had  expressed  for  the  abolition,  but 
the  gratificution  arising;  from  the  near  pros- 


pect of  at  length  carrying  into  effect  this 
gri*at  measure,  would,  perhaps,  induce  them 
to  give  way,  in  a  small  degree,  to  circum- 
stances, and  not  to  insist  upon  an  abolition 
to  take  place  immediately.  He  proposed 
that  the  time  to  be  nxed  for  the  abolition 
of  the  trade  to  the  West  Indies  should  be 
the  1st  of  January,  1808,  but  that  the  pe- 
riod af\er  which  no  ships  engaged  in  the 
trade  should  clear  out  from  the  ports  of 
this  country,  should  be  the  1  st  of  May  in 
the  present  year.  His  object  in  proposing 
these  periods  was,  that  the  vessels  at  pre- 
sent engaged  in  the  trade  might  have  a  fair 
opportunity  of  clearing  out  from  the  ports 
of  this  country,  previous  to  the  1st  of  May 
next,  and  after^'ards  of  taking  in  their  lad- 
ing in  the  ports  of- Africa,  and  of  carrying 
tlieir  cargoes  to  tbe  West  Indies,  previous 
to  the  1st  of  January,  1808.  As  it  might 
happen,  however,  that,  from  unavoidable 
circumstances  some  vessels  might  not  be 
able  to  complete  their  cargoes  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  so  as  to  carry  them  to  the  West 
Indies  previous  to  that  period,  he  intended 
to  submit  to  the  committee  a  proviso  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  vessels  under  such 
circumstances  to  trade  to  the  West  Indies 
with  their  cargoes. 

Lord  Hardwicke  wished  to  know  in  wh^t 
light  the  Black  Corps  in  his  majesty's  ser- 
vice were  to  be  considered,  wfaeUier  as 
freemen  or  slaves. 

Lord  Grenville  replied,  that  he  should 
have  always  considered  them  as  freemen ; 
but  that  at  all  events  particular  provi- 
sion would  be  made  for  that  case  in  the 
Mutiny  bill  for  the  year.  \ 

Lord  Redesdale  hinted,  that  the  bill,  as 
it  was  now  worded,  might  ex.tend  to  our 
settlements  in  Asia  Minor,  and  in  the  East 
indies. 

Lord  Grenville  obseiTed,  that  no  slaves 
had  been  imported  to  either  for  some  time. 
He  was  aware,  however,  that  both  in  the 
East  Indies  and  in  Asia  Minor,  there  were 
many  Christians  who  kept  a  number  of 
slaves,  but  he  did  not  conceive  that  this 
bill  could  be  construed  to  extend  so  as  to 
injure  them  in  their  property.  He  would, 
however,  again  consider  the  subject,  and» 
if  necessary,  a  clause  to  prevent  the  effect 
of  any  such  construction  might  be  pro- 
jM>sed.— Tlie  blanks  having  been  filled  up, 
the  noble  lord  proposed  a  provbo,  allow* 
ing  such  vessels  as  should  have  cleared  out 
from  the  ports  of  this  country  for  Africa^ 
previous  to  the  1st  of  May  next,  and  should 
not  have  been  able  to  complete  then:  lad'ng 
2X2 
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hi  Africa,  lo  as  to  cany  their  calicoes  to 
the  West  Iodies»  previous  to  the  ItX  of 
January,  1808,  to  trade  Deverthclets  to  the 
West  Indies  with  such  cargoes*  He  also 
stated,  that  as  some  peiaons  might  take 
Advantage  of  the  uittrval  allowed,  to  make 
two  voyages  with  the  same  vessel,  he  in- 
tended, therefore,  to  propose  a  clause  tp 
prevent  thsit  advantage  from  beSiig  takeu. 
— The  provisions  of  the  bill  having  been 

Sie  through,  the  ^preamble  was  again 
en  into  consideration. 
Lord  Bawkisiury  declared  his  disindi- 

nation  to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  the 

merits  of  the  measure,  after  the  opinion 

which  a  great  minority  of  their  lordships 

had,  on  a  former  occasion,  pronounced. 

But,  with  the  conviction  he  entertained  of 

the  impropriety  of  introducing  abstract 

principles  into  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  he 

conceived  it  his  duty  to  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee an  amendment,  which  should  ex- 
dude  the  terms  **  justice  and  bumanity," 

and  coufine  the  necessity  of  abolishiug  the 

slave  trade,  solely  to  the  inexpediency  of 

its  continuance.    He  could  not  see  what 

objections  the  warmest  advocates  for  the 

abolition  could  have  to  the  amendment. 

The  preamble,  as  it  then  stood,  unnecesr 

sariiy  mooted  a  point,  on  which  a  great 

difference  of  opinion  existed,  and  which,  if 

suifered  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  law  of 

the  hind,  and  of  the  colonies,  might  be 

productive  of  mischievous  and  fatal  conse- 

<j[uences;  of  those  consequences  which -the 

noble  baron,  who  introduced  the  bill,  so 

strongly  deprecated;  he  meant  any  ill- 
grounded  conclusions  which  the  Negroes  in 

the  West  Indies  might  infer,  relative  to 
^their  eijiancipation,  as  connected  with  the 

lueasure  of  abolition.  Indeed,  it  was  a 
conclusion  natural  for  men  in  their  circum- 
stances to  make,  when  they  found  the  law 
of  the  laud  declaring  that  s}'stem  unjust 
and  inhuman,  by  the  operation  of  which 
they  were  detained  in  a  state  of  slavery. 
Some  allowance  should  also  be  made  for 
the  feelings  and  characters  of  those  who 
had  embarked  their  property  in  the  African 
trade ;  and  as  the  end  was  obtained,  it  was 
exceeding  even  the  practice  of  hostile  par- 
ties, to  continue  and  promulgate  an  impu^ 
tation,  which  notlun|  but  the  mabilify  of 
succeeding  ih  the  object  could  justify.  It 
migbt  be  objected,  that  the  resolutions  of 
the  two  houses  of  parliameiit  bad  already 
expressed  the  same  opmipn;  b^i^t  he  begged 
leave  to  state  ^  mfiritec)  difference  in  the 
Kvo  eases.     The  r^soUitipns  pf  the  l>vo  ]  other  ^Tpw^rs  tp  co^openlip  io  thf  i^ 


houses  were  not  obligatpnf,  tbfy  wfit  K> 
mitted  to  the  members;  but  thf  act  be^ 
came  ob%atory  yppn  the  whole  cpipiie, 
upon  those  veW  colonial  fssemblies!,  wlioae 
opinions  and  /eeiinas  were  known  to  be 
widely  difierent.  He  therefore  trusted,  as. 
the  noble  lord$  luid  carried  the  measure, 
for  the  accomplishment  of  which  the^  apj 
peared  so  anxious,  th^  they  would  join  in 
an  ainendment,  hi  no  manner  hostile  tp  th^ 
principle,  l)ut  which,  in  its  openi(ion,  ^lighf 
have  the  eftect  of  promotipg  its  success^  by 
the  r^concilraiiou  of  the  difrerent  intereste<^ 
parties.  The  noble  lord  then  moved,  "  Ttol 
the  words  '  mconsistent  with  the  prindplft 
of  justice  and  humanity,'  be  left  out  pf  Ui^ 
preamble  of  the  bill.*' 

Tlife  Earl  of  Carngnxn^  ass\irec(  their 
lordships,  that,  with  the  feelings  whid) 
actuate^  bin),  and  the  views  he  eutertainec^ 
of  that  uujubt  aud  execrable  traffic,  he 
could  by  no  uieaus  acquiesce  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  noble  lord.  To  palliate  guilt 
and  compromise  injustice  he  pever  would 
consent,  nor  should  he  think  of  shrinking 
from 'the  exposure  of  ^  system,  as  illegal  a^ 
it  was  iniquitous.  The  la\vs  of  tlie  couutry 
equally  extended  tp  every  part  of  the  British 
empire,  as  well  on  the  high  seas  as  tp  the 
colonies ;  and  if  the  nece{>&itY  of  cultivathig 
the  waste  lands  pf  the  West  India  islands, 
was  a  sufficient  plea  for  the  violation  of 
justice,  upon  ^qual  principles  of  propriety, 
the  peasantry  oi  this  kingdom  might  be 
dragged  from  their  homes,  to  till  and  la- 
bour in  the  inclosure  of  w)}$te  lauds.  {\ 
cry  of  "  Oi(k'r.**)  Noble  lords  might  ac- 
cuse him  of  not  heiu^  in  order,  hut  he  f^lt 
he  was  acting  perfeclTy  orderly,  and,  there- 
fore, should  continue  to  exercise  his  owa 
judgment,  in  expositig  a  system  of  oppress 
sipn  and  rapine,  which^  if  sufit^red  to  eon- 
thiue,  woi^id  be  ultimately  ei^teuded  fireii 
to  this  country. 

---«**  Malum  quo  aoa  siiud  yeloehis  ulhmi^ 
Mobiliute  vig^ct,  yir«»qiie  acqiiirit  eundo; 
P^rva  metu  primo :  mox  scic  aupUt  in  auras, 
Ingredit^rq^e  solo,  et  caput  inter  nubila  coa4it." 

The  Ijord  Ch^i^elhr  observed,  timttbe 
expression  in  the  preamble  baviBg  beea 
admitted  by  the  nople  lord  (Hawkcabur;]^ 
tp  be  true*  It  followed  that  it  ought  to  be 
retained.  What  was  th^  p^e<:tioi|  of  the 
noble  lord  hist  night  ?  It  was^  thfA  this  trade 
ought  not  tp  he  abplish^d^  except  kx  con- 
junction with  foreign  j^wpbi^  a^dnoMr  the 
noUp  lord,  by  his  mqtipn,  woulff  takeaway 
the  only  grpupd  upon  which  we  cpnbl  aH| 
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0f  tfajs  liade.  IC  we  declared  that  we  abo^ 
lished  .tiie  trade  on  the  ground  of  ex|jer 
pediency  fdone,  then  jt  might  h^  fairly  sup? 
posed  that  we  did  so  for  reasons  apphcable 
.|to  ouvseWes  alone,  or  to  our  own  colonies ; 
but  by  stating  broadly  and  distinctly  that  the 
trade  was  contrary  to  justice  and  humanit\| 
^e  took  a  groupd  upon  which  .we  might 
fiiirly  call  upon  other  powers  .to  co-operate 
with  us  in  abolishing  the  trade.  He  could 
not  discover  any  reason  for  apprehending 
danger  from  thus  expressing,  in  a  legislative 
act,  their  opinion  of  the  trade,  whilst  the 
retaining  the  words  objected  to,  was  the 
best  mode  they  could  at  present  adopt  of 
leading  to  a  general  abolition, 

EarlMortofs  thought  the  adoption  of 
^stiect  prmciples  in  a  legislative  act,  was 
inconsistent  with  the  wise  and  wary  lan- 
guage which  their  ancestors  had  used  oh 
such  occasions,  and  seemed  rather  like  an 
adoption  ai'  that  mode  of  expressMa  which 
bad  beea  so  repeatedly  used  in  modem 
Fiance. 

Earl  Stanhope  approved  highly  of  the 
expreaskitis  in  the  preamble  which  had  been 
objected  to.  He  thought,  however,  that 
this  bill  would  not  do  much  towards  the 
abolition  oi  the  slave  trade  without  the 
adoption  of  adequate  regulations  in  the 
colonies.  It  might,  perhaps,  be  proper  to 
enact,  that  every  slave  imported  into  the 
islands  contrary  to  law,  after  the  time  li^ 
niited  for  the  abolition  of  the  trade,  should 
ipso  facto  be  free.  If  the  local  legislatures 
would  not  adopt  regulations  sutlicieiit  to 
carry  tbe  abolition  into  complete  effect,  we 
had  the  means  of  compelling  them,  by  im-' 
.posing  additional  duties,  and  in  other  ways. 
If  we  could  not  speak  to  their  hearts  we 
might  to  their  pockets,  and  by  the  latter 
m^  produce. a  greater  effect  than  could 
possibly  be  produced  by  Demosthenian  or 
Cieeroiiian  eloquence* 

Lord  Reietdale  expressed  apprehensions 
tiiat  dangers  would  arise  from  retaining* 
these  expicssions  m  the  preamble,  and 
called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
daogerous  consequences  which  resulted  inj 
Fiance  from  the  adoption  of  abstnuA  prin-' 
ciplet  in  legislation^  which,  however  true 
in  theaiselves^  were  applied  in  a  manner 
.that  produced  coofiiuon  aod  anarchy  m 
that  eountiy. 

The  Earl  of  X.aifdEerda£r  nmintaiaed  that 
tte  words  which  it  was  proposed  to  leave 
ou^  were  the  most  essential  words  m.  the 
biU*  How  waa  Uie  great  object  of  gen^l 
ahfriitieD  tti  be  attained,  if  it  appeaiei|  iqpon 


the  iaoe  of  our  own  proceedio|;s  thiit  ita 
were  only  actuatfd  hy  coroideratipiis  of  ex- 
pediency, am)  that  ip  calling  qpon  othfer 
powers  to  abolish  the  trade,  we  mkde  ho 
sacrifice  ourselves?  This  he  could  illustrate 
by  cbmmunicationsi  which  he  had  whilst 
at  Paris,  with  one  of  the  French  mihisfers 
on  th»  subject  On  ^  his  urging  to  the 
ministers  the  abolition  of  this  trade,  he 
was  answered,  that  it  cotild  riot  be  et- 
peeted  that  the  French  govemmeat,  iiri^ 
taied  as  it  had  been  by  the  coodhet  txT 
the  negroes  m  St.  Domingo,  weuid  readily 
agree  to  the  abolition  of  the  trade*  He 
replied,  that  the  abolition  woUld  bive  been 
the  only  efleetual  meaitt  of  preventing  te 
horrors  which  had  occurred  hi  that  island* 
Then  the  ttuth  rame  oat:  he  was  told  by 
this  minister,  that  England,  with  her  Colo* 
nies  well  stocked  with  nq[:roes,  and  afibrd* 
ing  a  la^  produce,  might  abolish  the  trade 
without  inconvenience;  but  that  Fiance, 
with  colonies  ill,  stocked  and  deficient  in 
produce,  could  not  abolish  it  without  coo- 
ceding  to  us  the  greatest  advantages  and 
sustaining  k  proportionate  loss.  Thus,  then, 
if  we  were  to  declare  the  ground  of  our 
abolishing  the  trade  to  1^  expedient 
alone,  we  should  be  declaring  that  we  were  ^ 
actuated  by  the  very  policy  imputed  to  its 
by  the  French  minister;  and  how,  in  tbiis 
being  supposed  to  niake  no  sacritice  our- 
selves, could  we  call  with  any  efiect  upoh 
foreign  powers  to  co-operate  in  the  ab^ 
lilimi? 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  declared  himself 
to  be  a  friend  to  the  abolition,  but  thought 
at  the  same  time,  that  it  would  be  better  tb 
leave  oiit  the  words  objected  to. 

Lord  Holland  said  he  cotild  not  clearly 
understand  the  distinctions  whidi  had  beea 
attempted  to  be  drawn  between  justice  and 
expediency.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the 
subject  was  fully  considered,  those  distinc- 
tions would  be  found  to  center  in  the  same 
point.  It  was  not  a  distinction  between 
justice  and  expediency  witli  respect  lb 
abolition  and  emancifNition;  on  the  con- 
trary, whilst  on  the  one  hand  it  vras  essen- 
tially just  that  the  trade  should  be  abolish- 
ed, it  would  on  tiie  bther  be  injustice  to  the 
staves  m  the  islands  ^  give  them  emantipft- 
tion,  because  it  could  only  tend  to  their  own 
ii\jury.  He  was  surprised'to  hear  the  nobk 
and  learned  lord  (Redesdale)  condenmii^ 
the  introduction  of  abstract  principles  mto 
legishition.  What  did  our  BBl  of  Rights 
contain  but  abstract  piiuciplesl  He  was 
deddedlyof  of>iai^  fjafl  ^  ^otds  ought 
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to  be  retained.  No  dsingcr  whatever  had 
resulted  from  similar. oondoct  in  several  of 
the  provinces  in  Ameriea,  where  the  tnde 
had  been  abolished,  and  slavery  sUil  con 
tinned. 

The  Duke  of  Clm'enee  vagbd  the  danger 
wUch  might  result  from  retaining  these  ex- 
pressions. When  the  negroes  in  the  islands 
found  that  no  fresh  importations  took  place, 
they  would  naturally  inquire  the  cause,  and 
vHien  they  found  that  tiie  trade  was  abo- 
lished, and  deckired  to  be  oontnury  to  jus- 
tice,' humanity,  and  aound  policy,  would  it 
net  ha:ve  a  material  eftect  in  their  minds 
with  respect  Ur  their  own  situation,  and  the 
vineans  l]^- which  they  were  brought  there? 
—The  committee  then  divided  on  the  ques- 
tion, that  Abe  words  olj^ted  to  stand  part 
of  the  preamble.  .Contents^  33;  non-ccm- 
'tents,  10;  jnajority.  2S.  *  The  house  le-. 
••umed^  and  the  report  w«s  ordered  to  be 
received  ^on"  Monday.         /  • 


'  '  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
.  '  Friday^  February  6.  .. 
Minutes.]— Sir  Ralph  Milbaiike,  Claair- 
UMin  of  the  Saltash  Election  Committee,  in- 
.formed  the  house,  that  the  said  committee 
met  this  morning,  pursuant  to  their  adjourn- 
ment of  yesterday,  and  G.  V.  Vernon,  esq. 
one  of  the  members  of  the  said  commiUee^ 
not  attending,  the  committee  continued  to 
sit  for  one  hour,  and  then  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. Ordered,  That  the  said  Mr.  Ver- 
non do  attend  this  house,  in  his  place,  upon 
Monday  next. — Mr.  Johnson^  from  the  of- 
fice of  the  chief  secretary  for  Ireland,  pre- 
sented an  Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Dis- 
bursements of  the  cqmnii$:»iouers  of  Public 
Accounts  ui  Ireland,  for  the  year  ending  the 
5lh  of  January  I8O7.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.— Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
fiathurst,  that  the  committee  appointed  to 
search  for  precedents  touching  the  expul- 
sion of  members,  have  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers,  and  records.— A  new  writ 
was  ordered  for  the  city  of  Worcester,  in 
the  room  of  Hei^ry  Bromley,  who  since  his 
election  had  accepted  the  Ch^tern  Hun- 
dreds.— ;tiord  Teipple  brought  up  the  Cape 
of'  Good  Hope  Tra(je  bill,  which  was  read 
a  first  tune. — ^The  house,  on  the  motion.of 
Mr.  Vansittart,  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  supply,  .and  resolved  that  a  sum 
not  exceeding  J, 200,0001,  he  .granted  .to 
his  majesty,  for  discharging  the  Interest  of 
such  Exchequer  Bills  as  may  hs^ye  been  paid 
offintheyea|;l§qf.^,^,  ^.     ,      ,   ,_. 


PetUiMmtihelhmpAiremeetkm.   [68* 

[Petition  respecting  the  Hamp- 
shire Election.]  Mr.  Asktm  Smith 
rose  to  present  a  Petition  to  the  house  from 
several  respecUble  Freeholders  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Hampshire,  complaining  of  the  inK 
proper  interference  of  persons  in  office  for 
the  purpose  of  infiaencmg  the  last  elec- 
tion for  the  county  of  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Tltmey  wished  the  hon.  gent,  would 
stale  more  explicitly  the  nature  and  ob- 
ject of  the  petition* he  was  about  to  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  could  not  vole  for  the 
admission  of  a  paper,  of  which  he  was,  as 
yet,  entirely  ignorant. 

The  Speaker  acquainted  the  hon.  gent, 
that  in  presenting  a  petition  he  was  bound 
to  open  the  matter  thereof  to  the  house, 
and  ako  to  state  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners. If  the  petition  contamed  a  prayer, 
it  undoubtedly  was  entitled  to  the  attention 
of  the  house;  but,  if  not,  the  bouse  could 
not  receive  any  statements  the  petitioners 
might  think  proper  to  make,  as  a  petition 
claiming  its  consideration. 

Mr.  Canmng  observed,  that  the  petition 
contained  a  statement  of  a  grievance,  com- 
plained of  by  the  subjects,  and  as  such, 
was  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Broderkk  intimated,  that  the  peti- 
tion complained  of  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  that  house,  and  contended,  that  it 
ought  to  be  received.  • 

Mr.  A,  Smith  stated,  that  the  petition 
would  not  be  found  defective  in  any  of  the 
usual  forms,  and  took  upon  himself  lo  af- 
firm, that  it  did  contain  a  prayer:  an  al- 
led«:ed  grievance  was  complained  against, 
and  it  was  prayed  that  that  house  would 
interfere  to  remedy  or  to  remove  it.  The 
Petition  was  then  read,  and  was  as  fol- 
lows:—* That  the  petitioners  think  it  their 

*  duty  to  represent  lo  the  house,  that,  |>re- 
'  viously  to  the  late  election  of  knights  to 
'  serve  in  parliament  for  tfie  said  county, 
'  measures  of  the'  most  uneonstitutional 
'  nature  were  xesorted  to  by  persons  in  si- 
'  tuations  of  high  trust  and  authority  in 
'  different  departments  of  the  executive 
'  government,  for  promoting  the  success 
'  of  Thomas  Thistiethwayte,  esq.  and  the 

*  hon.  W.  Herbert,  two  of  the  candidates, 
'  whose  pretentions  were  favoured  by  his 
'  majesty's '  mmfsten,  in  violation  of  the 

<  dearest  rights  of  the  petitioners,  and  as 

<  they  humbly  a{^rehend,  of  the  privileges 
'  of  the  house;  that^  among  other Instan- 
^'ces  of  such  interference^  tlie^  tbhrk  it 
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*  ri^t  to  state  more  particularly  that  W. 

*  H-  Fremantle,  esq.  one  of  the  secre- 
'  taries  of  the  treasury,  a  gentleman  viho, 

*  they  believe,  has  no    property  in  the 

*  county,  applied  distinctly  to  the  Bairack 
'  Master  General,  recommending  the  above 

*  candidates  to  his  favourable  influence 
'  and  support,  and  desiring  him,  as  a  very 
'  particular  fkvoar,  to  mention  the  same 

*  subject,  ivith  the  same  view,  to  the  other 

*  gentlemen  ui  the  Barrack  Department; 

*  in  pursuance   of  which   requisition,  the 

*  most  active  exertions  were  used  in  that 

*  department,  under  the  specious  pretence 
'of  carrying  on  his  Majesty's  service,  to 

*  influence  unduly  various  freeholders,  and 

*  to  controui  the  exercise  of  the  elective 
'  franchise:  these  allegations  the  petitioners 

*  are  prepared  to  prove  at  the  bar  of  the 
'  House,  in  the  humble  hope  that  such  mea- 

*  sures  may  be  taken,  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
'  the  house  may  appear  most  effectual,  to 

*  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  unconstitu- 
'  tional  practices,  practices  which,  with  all 

*  due  deference  to  the  superior  wisdom  of 
'  the  bouse,  the  petitioners  venture  to  des- 

*  ctibe  as  calculated  to  bring  into  discredit 

*  the  government  of  the  country,  and  to 

*  sliake  the  confidence  of  the  ])eople  in  the 
'  honour  and  independence  of  the  house 
'  of  commons ;  the.  petitioners  have  there- 

*  fore  felt  it  their  bounden  duty,  not  only 

*  to  themselves  and  fellow  subjects,  but  es- 
'  pecially  to  the  house,  to  bring  under  their 
/notice  these  outrages,  as  they  deem 
'  them,  against  the  liberties  of  the  country; 

*  and  they  have  been  encouraged  the  more 
'  to  do  so,  by  the  Resolution  whieh  stands  re- 

*  corded  in  the  Journals  of  the  house,  which 
'  declares,  that  it  is  highly  criminal  in  any  mi- 

*  nister  or  ministers,  or  any  servant  under 

*  the  crown,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  use 

*  the  powers  of  office  in  the  election  of  re- 

*  presentatives  to  serve  in  parliment,  and 

*  declares,  that  an  attempt  at  sucli  influence 

*  will  at  all  times  l>e  resented  by  the  house, 
«  as  aimed  at  its  own  honour,  dignity,  aud 
^  independence,  as  an  infringement  of  the 

*  dearest  rights  of  every  subject  through- 
'  out   the    empire,  and  tending   to    sap 

*  the  basis  of  this  free  and  happy  consti- 

*  tution/'     . 

Mr.  Aikt€n  Smkh  then  moved»  that  the 
petition  do.  lie  on  the  table,  and  at  the  same 
time  gave  notice  that  he  should  submit  a 
motion  to  the  .house  on  the  subject,  on  this 
day  se'nnight. 

Lord  Temple  gave  hls.fuU  and  unqualified 
90B8eqt.to.*the  uu^tioo  that  this  petition 


Petitwnen  the  tiampskvre  JElectian: 

should  lie  upon  the  table.  .  But,  whilst  he 
concurred  in  this  motion,  he  begged  to  re- 
call to  the  recollection  of  the  house  that» 
he  would  not  say  this  particular  petition, 
but  a  petition  of  a  similar  nature,  had  been 
d^tetinined  upon  by  the  petitioners  to  be 
presented  to  that  house,  previously  to  the 
meeting  of  pariiament.  As  the  allegations 
of  the  petition  involved  a  question  respecting 
the  privileges  of  that  house,  it  ought  to 
have  been  brought  forward  on  the  earliest 
opportunity;  and  it  appeared  to  him  sonie^ 
what' extraordinary  that  the  hon.  gent,  had 
kept  it  back  till  the  present  moment. 
'  Mr.  Canning  apprehended  that  when 
any  petitioners  resolved  on  presenting  a 
{letition  to  that  house,  complaining  of  a 
specific  grievance,'they  had  a  right,  as  well 
as  the  hon.  member  who  was  to  present  it, 
to  choose  tlie  time  that  might*  appear  to 
them  to  be  most  convenient  or  fdvourable 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Jtemey  certainly  thought  that,  if 
the  petition  was  intended  as  a  party  ques- 
tion, it  mi.^t  have  been  desirable  for  tie 
framers  of  it  to  have  public  opinion  for 
some  time  previously  directed  to  the  sub« 
ject  But  if  the  petition  was  really  intended 
to  bring  the  fact  of  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  that  house  under  the  consideration 
of  parliament,  no  time  should  have  been 
lost  in  presenting  it.  These  gentlemen 
who  knew  of  such  transactions  as  amount- 
ed to  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  that 
house,  should  not  have  suffered  those  un- 
worthy ministers  of  the  crown  to  temain 
so  long  exempt  from  the  exposure  which 
their  conduct  merited.  The  house,  how- 
ever, would  hereafter  be  able  to  judge  of 
the  motives  of  the  petitioners  in  keeping 
back  the  petition,  and  also  of  the  motives 
of  those  gentlemen  who  might  since  have 
been  persuaded  to  give  their  support  to  this 
proceeding. 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  he  should  not  impute 
to  the  right  hon.  geiit.  who  had  just  sat 
down,  any  party  motive  for  the  observa- 
tions he  had  made  (a  laugh);  but  he  was 
cleariy  of  opinion,  that  the  persons  who 
had  signed  the  petition,  and  the  gent,  who 
had  undertaken  to  present  tt,  had  a  right 
to  chuse  the  time  that  appeared  best  to 
them.  The  right  hon.  gent,  no  doubt, 
would  have  been  better  pleased  if  the  pe- 
tition had  been  presented  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session,  because  then  it  would  have 
been  liable  to  an  objection,  if  it  had  been 
propOMl  to  take  it  into  consideration  pre- 
viously to  the  last  day  for  presenting  £lcc« 
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^Mch  th#  pMitioB  wit  liroiiglit  IbMmni* 
TI9C laatttr  lowbick  it  rtl^ted  wlisackiiow* 
Icdgtd  00  ^  sides  to  be  of  tbe  utrnM  im- 
porUnoe;  invblvkig  no  less  conskienrtkMi^ 
tbad  tbMe  of  the  dearest  ngbts  of  the  sub- 
pieseated  a  6my,  or  a  iiUHith»  eairiier  or  la- ,  ject»  aiid  thi^  privikgeft  of  that  house.    Me 


^n  pethioos.  Biit  the  Mtafi&im  <if  tbe 
petition  were  of  so  lerave  end  senoiis  a  fa^ 
tare,  that  if  an^i  one  of  them  even  oDald 
be  proved^  it  would  he  6f  smaU  compara- 
tjyelmpoitaiice  whethinr  the  petMon  were 


Mf.  C.  W^tmi  cootMrndedt  thai  it  had 
i|i^er  been  insroualad  from  his  lide  of  tlie 
^ua^  that  the  cbayges  io  the  petitiiiii 
xWeia.  of  a  slight  pr  animportant  natari. 
He  appeahid  to  the  lacoUectioii  of  tbe 
house  whether  they  had  boI»  in  eveiji  in- 
stance,  been  admitted  Io  ha  of  the  test  im- 
ip)rtaiice  to  have  brought  forward.  The 
cbarys  contawsri  in  the  pelitiaB  woald  be 
highly  important  if  psovad;  they  would 
also  be  important  if  aol  proved,  as  lie 
tniated  wou^  be  the  cnsa,  bacaaa&.tbey 
would  then  M  b«di  upon  tha  bcadu  of 
those  who  had  given  birth  to  them. 

Mr.  Harftl  did  not  thinly  it  of  the  smaU^ 
ait  moineni  whether  the  pelitioa^n  were 
mfluenced  by  a  sense  of  duty,  or  by  smisler 
motives;  they  look  upon  them  to  bring 
againal  certain  persons  certain  charge  and 
he  rejpiGed  that  it  wouM  be  now  sooa  dor 
eided  how  iar  tha  charges  w^re  wamoM 
l^y  prooft,  from  the  rumours  th^  had  lieea 
ao  mdustrioujdy  circulalad,not  aloae  throngh 
tibuB  county  conceruMt  bat  through  the. 
country.  He  was  glad  that  the  petition 
had  found  its  wi^  into  that  house,  mid  that 
'  those  rumours  would  be  for  ever  sileaced 
by  the  paramount  deciaiou  of  the  people's 
xepresentatives,  for  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  he  anticipated  with  confidence 
*  an  issue  honourable  to  the  parties  so  ca- 


Mr.  Jtage  was  not  wiUing  to  question 
l9le  impartiality  of  the  honi  member  "wUo 
spoke  last,  but  as  it  had  been  urged  as  an 


iniisled  thai  it  would  have  beta  triiing 
wiUi  either  to  harry  on  the  dison^isioa  be- 
Ihre  them  had  been  a  iuffideat  atttadaace 
Hi  give  it  adequate  coosideralioii.  H«  ve- 
pliated  his  sense  of  the  candid  and  hoooor* 
aUeway  in  which  it  had  been  solmiilled  to 
the  house. 

Mr.  FrtmanUe  adverted  to  the  state! 
af  the  house,  aad  asked  whether  it  eoukf 
be  considered  siieh  an  attMdanefe  as  the 
hon*  member  had  thought  desiralilel  As 
to  the  petition,  he  was  extremeVf  gratified 
thai  il  bad  been  produced,  and  gave  his 
fidl  asseak  to  the  motion,  that  it  should  be 
laid  upon  Ike  labk.  He  was  conMent 
that  he  should  be  able  to  skew,  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  had  not  the  bear- 
ing represented  in  the  petitioi^when  the 
question  should  cmne  to  be  discussed.  He 
had  only  one  word  to  add  respeeling  the 
manner  in  which  this  proceeding  had  keen 
coodneted.  He  had  always  ondeistibod  it 
to  be  the  prodiee  in  that  house,  arhen  any 
tlmrge  was  tobe  bronght  forward  agamst 
a  member,  that  some  iatimatien  of  the  pro- 
ceeding was  conuttunicated  to  the  iadivi- 
dualk  cOQcemed.  In  this  case,  not  a  word 
had  been  expressed  to  him  on  the  subject « 
and  though  ramours  might  have  reached 
him  respecting  the  allegation  of  the  petition, 
it  was  not  till  he  came  down  to  tlie  house 
this  day,  and  the  hon.  member  had  propo- 
sed to  present  the  petition,  that  ha  had 
any  certain  information  upon  the  sid^ect. 
i  Mr.  ^wrgea  Bmnut,  m  explanation, 
said,  that  in  speaking  of  the  neomsity  of  a 


Ejection  to  the  petition,  the  time  of  iU  jfott  attendance,  he  did  not  mean  any  aUo- 
being  presented,  he  would  beg  leave  to  set  p  ~  "    "*- *- —  **~  =~  **^-'  ■• 

Sad  met  this  session  al  a  yety  uausaal  time, 
when  few  countoy  gentlemen  wern  aUb  to 
Uliend.  It  was.  desirable  to  have  aft  full 
Hn  attendance  of  that  deaeripliim  of  qmbi- 
bers  as  possible  on  the  discussiaii  of  this 
snt||ect,  and  it  was  not  till  the  pv^seot  pe- 
ijod  that  many  of  them  had  attended  in 
tha  house.  As  to  the  motive  for  bringjng 
forward  the  petilioii,  he  was  sure  the  hoa* 
gent,  opposite  could  not  impida  any  to 
the  hon.  member,  who  had  presealad  il^ 
that  he  ooukl  not  iaUy  jusliff . 

Mn  StinrgB$>  JSmrm  kighly  appvaied 
of  the>*andM.  and  bswaiaUa  mann&i:  in 


to  the  niimbem  thea  ia  the  honse. 
Tbe  petitioa  was  not  then  to  midei|^  con- 
sideration, hut  now  that  the  memliers  in 
general  had  come  up  to  thetr  parliameatafy 
duty  there  was  a  cectamty  of  a  full  mealing 
whetoevar  this  petiimn  was  to  oome  before 
the  house; 

Lord  lfowtcktkouf[^thata»tIwdiaige9 
ailedged  in  the  petition  were  of  the  most 
weighty  l^iad,  so  did  Ibsy^  eaact  foam:  that 
hmat  ^^rictest  scralinyv  and  tha  meal 
matHaeeanahlefalioa.  They  went  to  qan»« 
'  tiott  the.kononr  of  thai  house,  andthe  foBCk* 
dom  of  the  country;  for  that,  house  ooahl 
not  be  iMMMMsnMs,  if  eoasmoled  bytba 
uadttfi  infutneaof  po«maaadaoni|plina-; 
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nor  could  the  country  itself  be  free  if  robbed 
of  its  elective  franchise.  Tlunking  then,  as 
he  did»  of  the  importance  of  the  petition^ 
he  could  not  conceal  his  surprise  that  it 
had  not  long  before  that  period  .been  pre- 
sented to  the  house^  When  it  was  consi- 
dered that  it  was  the  practice  oi  that  house 
to  postpone  all  other  kinds  of  considera- 
tions to  the  paramount  one  of  its  privileges  i 
when  it  was  considered  that  the  hon.  mem* 
Ler  who  presented  this  petition  must  have 
known  the  serious  nature  of  the  charges  it 
contained;  when  it  was  considered  that 
every  member,  havmg  charges  to.  adduce^ 
involving  the  privileges  of  that  housC)  had 
felt  dispatch  to  be  his  first  duty  in  suhntit- 
ting  such  charges  to  tliat  house,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  reconcile  a  strkt  sense  of 
parliamentary,  duty  with  the  alledged  ne- 
cessity for  delay.  The  hon.  member  who 
spoke  last  panegyrized  the  candid  and  ho- 
nourable maimer  in  which  there  had  been 
a  plain  statement  of  strong  charges  expli- 
citly laid  before  the  house.  He  for  his 
|)art,  should  hesitate  to  term  a  charge  can- 
did, merely  because  it  was^  a  gross  one^  but 
should  rather  feel  it  his  duty  to  look  for 
evidence  in  some  degree  proportionate  to 
the  character  of  the  accusation ;  but  how- 
ever candid  or  honourable  it  n|ight  be  to 
bring  such  charges,  he  was  sure  that  it  was 
not  either  candid  or  honourable  to  circulate 
industriously  through  the  country  rumours 
calculated  to  hurry  theunthmking  into  in- 
considerate prejudices  agamst  those  persons 
whom  then-  accusers  had  so  long  delayed  to 
cliarge  l>efore  the  proper  and  Recognized, 
tribunal.  Ditl  the  hon.  gent,  thmk  it  very 
candid  to  present  to  that ,  house  a  paper 
reflecting  in  the  most  serious  manner  upon 
a  member  of  that  house^  without  giving 
that  membecilie  slightest  intimation  of  such 
a  proceeding,  though  such  a  notice  was.war- 
rantedy  or  rather  required  by  all  the  usages 
of  parliament?  He  should  be  anxious  until 
thejpetitk>n  was  decided  upon,  and  hoped 
that  if  the  charges  therein  contained  were 
found,  upon  due  examination,  to  be  slight 
and  frivolous,  the  house  wouM  feel  it  dne 
to  their  own  dignity,  and  to  the  aspersed 
honour  of  one  of  its  members,  to  make  the 
persons  who  ndvanced  ihem,  feel  the  con- 
sequence of  wanton  accusation— The  peti- 
tion was  then  ordered  to  be  taken  into  con* 
aideration  on  Monday  se'nnight 

[Massacre  AT  Vblloke.]  Mr.JHira^ 
ard  rose  for  the  purpose  of  puttins  a 
/question  to  the  right  hon..  the  presioinit 

Vol.  Vm. 


of  the  Board  of  Controul  (Mr.  Tiemey,) 
respecting  some  transactions  that  had  r<e- 
cently  taken,  place  at  Vellore,  in  India. 
Some  time  had  elapsed,  since  letters  from 
Madras  had  brought  accounts  of  the  mu'* 
tiny  Uiat  had  taken  place  at  that  town,  and 
of  the  carnage  that  followed,  in  which  abovef 
1000  British  and  native  lives  bad  been  lost. 
Rumour  ascribed  this  disaster  to  some  dan- 
gerous and  unprecedented  measures,  wlpch 
bad  been  resorted  to  in  that  presidency^ 
and  deserved  the  most  severe  animadver- 
sion. He  should  not  then  enter  into  any 
detail  of  the  melancholy  transaction  ;  but 
when  the  importance  of  an  investigation^ 
both  to  the  interests  of  British  subjects  in 
India,  and  to  tlie  stability  of  British  power 
in  that  quarter  was  considered,  he  was  sure 
it  would  be  felt  that  he  was  entitled  to  the 
information  he  called  for.  He  wbhed> 
therefore,  to  ask  the  right  hon.  gent,  whe- 
ther any  authentic  accounts  pf  that  transac- 
tion had  been  received  by  the  Board  of 
Controul,  or  by  the  Court  of  Directors? 
There  were  vessels. now  going  out;  and  a 
new  governor-general  and  commander  in 
chief  were  on  the  point  of  setting  out  for 
India.  He  thought  it,  therefore,  material: 
to  know,  for  the  consolation  of  the  friends 
of  the  British  jsubjects  now  gouig  out,  and 
ahe^dy  settled  in  India,  what  informatioa 
had  been  received,  and  whether  any  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  measures  to  be  adopted  re^ 
specting  this  affair  ■  had  been  sent  out. 
He  wa$  of  opinion,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
shew,  that  if  mismanagement  or  misconduct 
had  been  practised  in  India,  the  circum- 
stances would  be  investigated  in  England, 
and  decided  in  a  manner  consistent  with 
the  interests  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  Ttcfne^  was  not  at  all  surprised  at 
the  anj^iety  felt  by  the  lion.  gent.  For 
some  time  past  rumours  of  the  transaction 
had  been  in  circulation,  but  unhappily  he 
was  unable  to  give  any.  answer  to  the  hon. 
gent,  on  this  subject,  as  no  authentic  ac« 
counts  hf|d  yet  been  received  eitlier  ,by  the 
Court  of  Directors  or  the  Board  of  Controul* 
But  he  would  assure  the  hon.  gent,  that, 
as  soon  as  the  accounts  should  arrive,  they 
would  be  laid  before  the  house,  so  far  as 
they  could  consistently  with  a  proper  regard 
to  the  public  interest.  What  steps  wouM 
be  taken,  or  what  instructions  sent  out^  it 
it  was  not  possible  to  state  before  theoffi* 
cial  accounts  should  arrive.  But  the  hon. 
gent,  coijld  surety  not  think  that  the  officers 
now  on  the  point  of  setting  out  ought  t» 
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be  ciehiined  tBt  the  accoonts  shttM  arrive. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  drsirabte  that  they 
»houl<i  proceed  to  their  destinaHon  with  alt 
eapedMon,  in  order  to  take  wich  measures' 
as  their  good  sense  and  experience  would 
foint  out  under  all  the  eircuoistances  of 
^case. 


notJSB:  OF  LOHDS. 

Monday  y  Fobrvary  9^ 
[Slavb  Trahb  Abolitioh  Bifx.] 
Lord  Walsingimm  brought  up  the  report  of 
tiie  bill  ^  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
.  Lord  Grenrilk  stoted.  that  it  Iwd  been 
fauiid  more  advtseable  to  fix  the  same  pe- 
nod  in  all  the  clauses  of  the  bill  for  the 
Abolition  of  the  Trade,  namely,  the  1st  of 
May  next,  and  to  introduce  a  proviso,  al- 
lowing vessels  erofrfoyed  in  the  trade  which 
bad  cleared  out  from  the  ports  of  tfris  coun- 
try for  Africa  pr*>vioas  to  thai  day,  to  com- 
plete  their  carijoes  in  AfHca  and  trade  with 
rhera  to  the  West  Indies  until  the  Ist  of 
Janipary  1S08,  at  which  period  the  trade 
diould  be  iinally  abolished.  He  also 
thoti^it  it  advisable,  in  order  to  obviate 
any  objection  with  respect  to  the  construc- 
tion of  tlie  general  words  of  the  bill,  to  ift- 
troduce  words  for  the  purpose  of  limit- 
i»g  its  operation  to  Africa,  tiie  West  Indies 
and  other  parts  of  America.  His  lordship 
proposed  amendments  in  the  clanses  of  the 
bill  to  the  eflSect  he  had  staled,  and  some 
iwrbal  amendments,  which  were  all  agreed 
iDw  Tbc  proviso  intnMluced  on  Friday  was 
struck  out,  and  ano4her  proposed  by  the 
noble  lordj  allowing  vesseb  which  shmild 
Iav«  d«ai«d  out  from  the  ports  of  this 
country  for  Africa  previous  to  the  1st  of 
May  ttext  to  take  m  their  ladijig  ht  AiVica, 
and  trade  with  their  cargoes  to  the  West 
Indies  until  the  first  of  Januai^  }808. 

Lord  Redesdak  suggested,  that  as  the 
loss  of  a  vessel  or  other  unavoidable  a<%i- 
dent  mig^it  prevent  the  arrival  of  a  cargo 
Item  Africa  in  the  West  Ihdies  within  the 
time  liniitted,  it  might  be  fidviseabie  to 
inake  an  eyoeption  for  such  a  case. 

Lord QtenviUe%M^'  that  the  period  of 
thefirat^oflatitiary,  1«68,  had  been  Hxed 
upon  for  the  pbrpofte  of  making  an  amply 
•uffidertt  allowance  of  thnefbr  the  Toyages 
to  be  completed.  He  had  no  dfirfection, 
however,  to  the  introduction  of  words  for 
Hie  parpose  of  proViduig  f<vrthe  otfcnrren<^ 
ef  cirbanistances  sneh  as  those  meiitidned 
%  Hia^  nobfe  and  learned  ford.-^Afllfr  a 


Aoft  e6nveTSBtEon  between  lords  lledesdale» 
Grenville,  and  earl  Stanhope,  it  was  .agreed 
to  iittradnee  words,  excepdng  ffoan  the 
operatloa  of  the  bill  fliose  cases  where  the 
voyage  to  the  West  ladies  cotdd  not  be 
completed  whhm  the  time  limited,  on  ac* 
count  of  capture,  the  loss  of  the  vessel, 
or  other  tmavoidable  acddent,  the  proof  of 
which  to  Ke  on  the  party. — On  the  question 
for  engrossing  the  bBI, 

Tlie  Bishop  of  Lmd&n  rose  and  spoke  to 
the  following  effoct :  *'My  lords,  1  ^nnot 
suffer  tins  opportunity  to  escape,  iriflfout 
decfarhigmysmeere  and  ardent  satisfaction 
at  the  decision  of  your  lordships.  My 
lortls,  you  have  perfomied  a  gre^t  and  sig- 
nal a^  of.  himiBinty,  you  have  executed  a 
great  legislative  measure  of  relief  to  an  op>- 
presised  and  degraded  population.  The 
reasons  and  arguments  which  many  no^le 
lords  have  thought  proper,  with  snch  elo- 
qoence  snd  perspicuity,  to  kittodnee,  have 
been  felt  by  me  with  thehr  fullest  force ;  hut 
there  is  one  of  such  an  importadt  nature 
and  in  which  such  serious  mterests  are  in-* 
volved,  that  I  trust  I  sItaH  be  excnsed  for 
subraritthig  it  to  your  lordships,  moi^  par- 
ticularly as  it  has  not  l^een  adverted  to  inr 
any  previous  discussion.  The  morri  and 
religious  GOnsequenee^  which  may  be  ex* 
pected  to  accrue  from  this  salnfary  and  hn" 
mane  act  of  legi^ative  Justice,  are  many  and 
extremely  desirabht ;  for  hitherto  they  have 
been  entirely  neglec(«^-^iiegletted,  not  by 
the  ctergyfnen  in  the  respective  islands,  bnt 
it  is  a  neglect  natuiaMy  arismg  out  of  the 
unjnM  and  nnchristian  system,  whieh  faai 
been  acted*  upon'iii  the  colonies.  Worked 
all  daiy  upon  the  estates  of  their  otniers,  the 
negroes*  have  been  forced  to  consign  every 
other  moment  of  their  tmhap^y  existence, 
lothe<niltivationof  theh-ovm  little  spots  o{ 
hmd,  and  «v«n  on  the  Sabhath,  shame  to 
say  I  'a  maiket  tfts  held  ^r  the  speofie 

Erpoie  of  ^niiMitt«rfhe  riave  to  purcha^ 
I  Sunday  dinnc^r.  Thenunber  c^  dergyv, 
men  has  also  beehido'f^,  companed  with 
the  gr^at  popuUition  of  the  blacks.  In  the 
islattd  of  Jaroaica,  trhere  there  are  from  2 
to  300,0(10  negroes,  there  areortfyl^d  cl^- 
gymen,  whose  tiitie  is  ht  a  gI1^at  jkgfee  ta^ 
hen  up  m  the  performance  <]f  theirnumeroua 
duties  to  the  Whiles,  tliere  is  another 
b«neiieial  eoiisequence  whit^b  wfll  IbRovr 
from  the  ac^oroplbhiiient  of  f he^  jMeseiil 
btn  s  Btanely,  the  great  incfea^  «r  pop«- 
latkNii  which  4!le  good  tteatllieift  of  tb^ 
li«gro^^i»  prodttce»  MqjciideiiC  itt  tkt 
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yr«ie9t  mdulgjmc^  in  proiui^ouoiis  kiteiw 
cuurte  betwe«a  tbe  8ex«8  must  of  necessity 
OQca^ioii*  Tlie  Qulylrue  method  of  ob- 
YWlinfl;  tho  mMiief  it,  !•  impress  ^poo 
the  wionl  aod  r«li|;ious  consideration  o£ 
ibe  negroes,  the  dfiof  er  of  a  contiouance 
in  sudi  irr«^uiaritiasi  to  their  h&Atk  and 
ooBstitiitioas^  and,  therefore,  the  imme- 
dSato  and  absolute  necessity  of  submit- 
tiag  to  this  kind  of  self-deniaL  It  was 
aaid  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  the  Slave  Trade  with 
Africa  was  the  greatest  practical  evil ;  I  can 
safely  say,  that  tbe  abolition  of  that  execra- 
ble traffic  is  tlie  greatest  practical  good 
that  can  be  effected.  A  good  which  will 
iSDmortaliie  tiie  British  senate,  and  which 
will  display,  to  an  admiring  world^-tlie  strik- 
ing contrast  between  this  country,  the  great 
stay  and  hope  of  tbe  eiviiiied  world,  and 
tbe  conduct  of  that  arch  enemy,  of  human 
happiness,  who,  whilst  we  are  relaxing  the 
oppressive  bondage  of  the  unfortunate  Af- 
rican, and  oommnnicating  freedom  to  a 
fourth  of  the  world,  is  pursuing  his  race  of 
terror  and  desolation,  and  subjugating  the 
contineat  of  Europe,  in  violation  of  ever}* 
principle  of  justice,  and  in  contempt  of 
every  maxim  of  a  generous  policy. 

Earl  St,  Vincent  took  this  hist  opportu- 
nity to  enter  his  protest  against  the  adop- 
iKHi  of  the  measiire,  the  consequences  of 
which  he  was  persuaded,  would  prove  fa- 
tal to  the  best  interests  of  this  country. 
As  soon  aa  France  made  peace  with  this 
country  (and  she  would  hasten  a  pfad- 
iicatioti  in  consequence  of  this  measure), 
her  first  object  would  be  to  get  compleat 
possession  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  if 
ibe  succeeded  in  that  object,  it  would 
apon  appear  that  she  Irad  got  poasessioo 
of  an  engine  that  would  work  the  down- 
^  of  the  naval  superiority  of  this  eonn- 
try.  Such  was  bis  conviction,  and  he  ut- 
tered it  new  for  the  last  time.  His  Lord- 
ship th^  withdnew  inunediatdy  from  tbe 
house. — ^The  different  dausea  were  then 
•greed  to»  and  the  biU  was  ordered  to  be 
engroMcd,  and  read  a  thud  tine  to-moivow. 


H0U8B  07  CouuonBs 

[MiMVTES.]  Mr.  Barham  reported 
ftom  tba  ^sommitjLee  pppoiated  to  deter* 
mine  tbe  merits  of  ibe  Plymouth  Election 
PatiMon,  that  sirO.  U.  Pole  and  Thomas 
l^iwhit,  esq.  had  how  iialjf  «k<l«d;  wA 


that  tbe  petitionfi  against  tbfir  rettim ' 
not  frivolous  nor  vexatious.— ^Mr.  Vemett 
appealed  in  Lis  place,  pursuant  to  otder 
of  the  bouse,  and  stated  in  excuse  ef  hia 
absence  from  the  Snltash  Election  comi* 
mittee  on  Friday,  "  that  when  the  house* 
on  Thursday  last,  had  given  power  to  the 
said  committee  to  a4io«rn  till  this  day,  on 
account  of  the  necessary  absence  of  one  of 
their  members,  he  had  by  mistake  conceive, 
ed  that  tlie  committee  had  actually  been 
adjourned  till  this  day;  but  being  inform- 
ed of  bis  mistake,  he  bad  attended  th^ 
said  committee  on  Saturday  and  this  day ; 
and  that  he  was  extremely  sorry  the  com- 
mittee had  been  put  to  any  ioconvenienee 
on  lus  account."  The  substance  of  what 
Mr.  Vemop  offered  to  tbe  house,  was 
taken,  down  iit  writing;  and  the  same  be- 
ing verified  by  him,  upon  <mth,  at  the  ta- 
ble, it  was  ordered.  That  the  said  Mr. 
Vernon  be  excused  for  his  non-attendance 
on  Friday  last. — ^The  Solicitor  General 
brought  up  the  bill  for  making  the  Free- 
hold Estates  of  persons,  dying  in  debt, 
assets  for  the  payment  of  their  simple  con- 
tract debts,  which  was  read  a  first  time.-r. 
Petitions  were  presented  from  the  Tannera 
of  Cumberland,  Oxford,  and  several  other 
places  in  England,  against  the  Oak  Bark 
bill,  which  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  former  Petitions. — Lord  Temple 
moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  Oak  Bark'  bill  dionU 
be  discharged,  on  the  ground  that  the  com- 
mittee on  the  various  petitions  against  tbe 
measure  had  not  yet  reported.  The  order 
was  then  discharged,  and  fixed  for  this 
day  fortnight. — Mr.  Fremantle  presented, 
an  Account  of  the  net  produce  of  all  the  Per- 
manent and  War  Taxes  in  the  yiears  and 
quarterf  ending  5th  of  Jan.  1806,  and  Mi 
Jan.  U07-— Sir  J.  Newport  presented  the 
usual  annual  petitions  from  the  several 
charitable  Institutions  in  Ireland,  whitib 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The 
ban.  bart.  in  pnesenting  the  petition  from 
the  Trustees  it  the  Roman  Catholic  Sem- 
inary at  Maynooth,  near  Dublin,  stated, 
that  it  was  proposed  to  make  a  considera* 
ble  augmentation  to  tlie  grant  to  this  esta« 
bUshment,  in  order  to  provide  more  ade- 
quate accommodation  for  tbe  education  of 
the  students  in  that  seminary,  and  that  this 
augmentation  was  recommended  to  the 
house  on  the  part  of  his  majesty.  The 
hon.  bart  also  stated,  that  it  was  pi^posed 
t^makeanndditiNial  (mot  to  the  DnUiD 
2  Y  2 
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Society  of  10,0001.  which  was  itdt  to  he 
incoT}>orated  into  the  funds  usually  graifted 
to  that  institution,  but  to  be  left  at  the  dis- 
posal of  that  society,  to  enable  them  to 
afford  encouragement  and  support  to  simi- 
.lar  institutions  in  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, and  particuhuiy  a  society  that  had 
been  established  at  Cork  for  the  same  ob- 
jects. It  was  then  ordered  that  Estimates 
of  the  Expences  of  the  several  Charitable 
institutions  in  Ireland,  should  be  laid  before 
tlie  house,  after  which  the  hon.  baronet 
presented  the  several  Estimates,  which 
'were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. — Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Johnstone,  that  there  ha  laid  before  the 
house  an  account  of  the  Income  and 
Charges  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  tlie 
years  ending  the  3th  of  Jan.  I800,  and 
5th  Jan.  18(>7,  distinguishing  each  quar- 
.ten 

fGRENviLLE  Election  Act.]   Mr. 
Simeon,  pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  said  act.     He  was  wil- 
ling to  yield  every  tribute  of  just  praise 
to  the  act  hi  question,  which  went  in  some 
measure  to  immortirlize  its  author;  great, 
however,,  as  were  unquestionably  its  merits, 
it  was  yet,  like  all  other  things  human,  not 
perfect     Tlie  object  of  the  proposed  bill 
would  be,  to  remove  perhaps  its  only  im- 
perfection.     In  a  late  case  (the  Maldon 
petition)  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
had  not  only  a  casting  voice,  but  a  double 
one.     In  mentioning  this,  it  was  far  from 
his  wish  or  intention  to  insinuate  the  slight- 
ifst  reflection    upon  the   gentlemen  who 
composed  that  tribunal,  but  what  occasioned 
a  double  vole  in  that  committee,  might  pro- 
duce the  same  eiiect  in  any  other.     The 
umivoidable  absence  of  one  of  the*  15 
members  might  prodtice  a  parity  of  voting, 
and  til  us  involve  the  con^uttee  in  this  di- 
lemma; they  must  decide  upon  the  issue 
before  them,  or  they  must  not;  if  they  did 
isot  decide,  justice  slept;  if  they  did,  one  of 
the  14  had  a  double  vote.      Besides,  as 
.  the  chairman  of  such  committees  was  gene- 
rally a  man  whom  the  rest  of  the  commit- 
tee had  preferred  for  some  superiority  in 
certain    qualiiications,  for    talents,    good 
sense,  address,  arising  from  habits  of  busif 
ness,  &c.  there  might  be  found  in  some 
committees  men  of  that  diffident  cast  of 
mind  that  would  induce  them  to  look  ra- 
ther to  the  decision  of  tliat  chairman,  than 
consult  the  8U|^estio]is  gf  tti^ir  own  under- 


standings. The  rules  tiwt  drcomscribed 
the  authority  of  the  Speaker  in  that  honae, 
and  precluded  him  from  a  dooMe  voice, 
and  a  casting  voice  only  in  the  case  of  a  pari- 
ty of  votes,  were,  be  thought,  in  direct  ana- 
logy, though  he  admitted  the  difference  of 
that  house  bein^  a  legislative,  and  the 
other  merely  a  judicial  tribunal.  It  waa 
to  be  reihembered,  however,  that  it  was 
the  only  court  in  the  empire  in  which  the 
presiding  member  had  a  double  voke^ 
He  left  it  to  the  house  to  form  its  own 
judgment  on  the  drcamstances  of  tiie  case, 
and  decide  upon  the  propriety  of  the  bUl 
he  now  moved  for.-  He  then  moved, 
'*  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
alter  and  amend  the  Act  of  the  lOth  of 
the  kmg  for  the  better  R^ufaitiiig  the  Tri- 
als upon  Controverted  Eie^ions. 

Mr.  Bankea  said,  that  the  cause  of  com- 
plamt  was  of  such  a  kind,  and  the  mode 
which  the  learned  gent,  meant  to  propose  for 
its  redress,  was  such,  that  he  thought  the  law 
was  preferable  as  it  now  stood;  he  should 
therefore  oppose  the  motion  upon  the  pre-* 
sent  occasion,  as  be  thought  it  was  need^ 
less  to  encourage  a  bill  to  be  brought  in, 
whiqh  was  so  likely  to  be  thrown  out  in 
some  future  stage.  The  case  stated,  was 
one  which  very  seldom  occurred.  The  act 
had  put  it  into  the  mo6t  o>nvenient  of  all 
forins,  because  the  decision  was  left  to  be 
determined  by  the  casting  or  double  vote 
of  the  chairman;  who  was  naturally  look«- 
ed  up  to  on  account  of  his  abilities,  integri- 
ty, and  otiier  qualifications  which  distin- 
guished him.  The  learned  gent,  seemed 
to  imply,  that  thb  very  man  who  was  so 
held  up  to  notice,  on  account  of  the  neces- 
sary qualiiications,  should  be  the  only  one 
who  should  be  deprived  of  the  f^lity 
to  give  a  double  vote,  should  it  haf^n  to 
be  necessary.  He  saw  no  remedy  in  thus 
•taking  away  the  vote  of  the  cbairmaB, 
The  general  maxim  of  kiw  was,  tint  there 
should  be  an  end  put  to  a  dispute  by 
the  judicature  to  which  it  was  originally 
submitted,  and  therefore  it  wa»  better  to 
take  the  dectston  of  the  committee  as  at 
present  constituted,  thau  that  it  should  be 
suspended  altogether.  The. chairman  was 
bound  to  perform  the  same  duties,  and  to 
take  the  same  oath,  as  other  members  of 
the  cotnmittee  were;  and  why  should  not 
the  decision  depend  upon  his  vote,  as  well 
as  upon  others,  the  more  eqwcially  as  he 
was  the  one  who  paid  the  most  imrtkuhf 
attenti^Hi  \o  the  subje^?       . 
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Mr.  Simeon  exj[)IaiQed.  He  never  meant 
that  justice  shoutd  be  asleep  by  the  deci- 
sion being  suspended.  He  meant  oilly,  that 
in  no  case  should  the  chairman  vote,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  equah'ty,  wher^  7  of  the 
other  members  had  voted  on  each  side; 
and  that  in  no  case  should  he  have  a 
double  vote. 

Mr.  C.  W,  Wynne  concurred  entirely 
with  the  faon.  gent,  who  had  spoken  last, 
and  who  had  anticipated  almost  every  thing 
that  he  had  meant  to  say  on  the  subject. 
The  analogy  between  the  practice  of  that 
house  and  that  of  the  committee  did  not 
seem  to  him  to  apply.  It  was  essential  to 
the  dignity  of  the  house,  that  the  opinions 
of  their  Speaker  should  not  be  known,  as 
his  interference  must  thereby  possess  far 
greater  weight  and  authority.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  their^own  chairman ;  he  as 
well  as  the  rest,  being  sworn  to  a  faithful 
discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  hi  them ;  and 
he  believed,  there  was  no  instance  for  the 
30  years  that  the  act  had  existed,  of  a 
charge  of  partiality  being  even  alledged 
against  any  one  committee,  fie  could  not, 
therefore,  see  any  propriety,  in  altering  the 
law,  or  in  saying  that  the- person  best  qua- 
lified to  judge  on  such  an  occasion,-  as  the 
'  chairman  must  naturally  be  presumed  to 
be,  should  alone  be  precluded  from  speak- 
ing and  voting  equally  with  the  rest  of  the 
committee. 

The  Attorney-General  said,  that  he  con- 
ceived the  election  laws  to  be  of  such  very 
great  importance,  that  the  house  should 
hear  some  very  cogent  reasons  indeed 
urged,  before  they  even  allowed  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in.  He  believed  his  learned  friend's 
motives  were  pure  and  sincere;  but  us  the 
subject  had  engaged  much  of  Iris  (the  At- 
torney-Generals) attention,  he  found  him- 
self to  be  of  a  very  different  opinion.  In 
courts  of  law,  the  judges  were  frequently 
equally  divided  in  opinion,  and  consequent- 
ly not  able  to  decide ;  but  ancient  usage 
had  been  so  much  respected,  that  nobody 
had  ever  thouglit  proper  to  propose  any 
alteration  in  thehr  constitution.  In  the  year 
1 776^  Mr.  Grenville  brought  in  that  act, 
which  gave  the  casting  vote  to  the  president 
of  committees,  and  even  where  the  numbers 
were  e^ual,  no  case  of  unjust  or  improper 
partiality  had  occurred.  His  learned  friend 
seemed  to  aim  at  theoretical  and  unattauia- 
ble  perfection.  He  appeared  hielined  to 
render  the  very  peison  who  was  likely  to 
]^  mwX  mtelligent  imaoogst  that  coquufttee. 


a  mere  nonentity.  Supposing  that  a  com- 
mittee were  to  be  reduced  to  U^bythe 
indisposition  of  any  one  of  their  number, 
would  his  learned  friend  propose  to  have  the 
matter  decided,  by  giving  a  casting  op 
double  vote  to  one  of  those  7,  with. whom 
the  chairman  was  not  united  in  opinion,  in 
preference  to  having  it  deternfiiued  by  tlie 
others,  with  whom  he  agreed?  Why  not 
^e  H  double  vote  to  the  chairman,  as  well 
as  to  any  of  the  other  members  of  a  com- 
mittee, when  found  necessary"? 

Mr.  Simeon  here  rose,  and  said,' that  as 
he  plainly  saw  the  opinion  of  the  house  was 
dififereut  from  his  own,  he  should  withdraw 
the  raotiou  he  had  proposed — ^It  was  ac- 
cordingly withdrawn. 

.  Lord  Folkestone  hoped,  that  the  fate  of 
the  motion  which  had  just  been  disposed 
of,  would  not  have  any  influence  u^ion  that 
which  he  rose  to  make.  The  object  of  his 
motion  was  to  make  the  notices  at  present 
required  by  an  order  of  that  house,  respect- 
ing the  entering  into  recognizances,  a  part 
of  the  law.  The  house  would  be  more 
disposed  to  agree  to  his  bill,  as  the  effect 
of  it  would  be  to  put  an  end  to  its  interfe- 
rence in  such  cases,  on  applications  for  ex- 
tending the  time  for  receiving  recognizan- 
ces. He  therefore  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  hi  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend  so  much 
of  the  act  of  the  «28th  of  his  majecty,  as 
relates  to  Recognizances. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  did  not  think  the  object 
of  the  noble  lord's  measure  corresponded 
with  its  title.  It  would  not  alter  nor  amend 
the  act  of  the  28th  of  tlie  king,  because 
tbere  was  no  mention  of  notices  in  that  act^ 
neither  was  there  any  provision  in  it,  re- 
specting the  time  for  presenting  petitions. 
These  matters  wer^  settled  by  the  regula- 
tions of  that  house,  which  all  parties  who 
came  before  it  at  petitioners,  were- bound 
to  make  themselves  acquainted  with.  A^ 
there  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  any  ne- 
cessity for  an  act  of  parliament  on  the  sub-^ 
ject,  or  to  make  the  other  house  of  Parlia- 
ment a  party  to  the  orders  by  which  the 
proceedings  of  that  house  were  to  he  regu- 
lated, he  should  oppose  the  motion — ^7'he 
motion  was  then  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

[FORBION  PrOPBI^TY  IN  THE  FUNDS.] 
Mr.  Bmkes  rose  pqrsuant  to  notice.  He 
washappy  af^er  th^  fkte  of  the  two  last  mo- 
tions, to  be  able  to  state  that  he  had  one 
to  make,  which  was  not  likely  to  meet  with 
anyoppositiQiu  Ti>«  document  for  wUch  he 
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was  to  mov^  was  a  very  imporUol  one, 
and  was  veiy  material  to  the  bpuse  to  have 
on  its  table,  id  order  that  geotlemeo  might 
.|>trceive  how  far  the  strength  and  resour- 
ces of  tbb  country  were  supported  bjrits 
own  propertv  and  means,  and  whether  the 
property  of  foreigners  in  our  funds  was 
considerable  or  insignificant    He  bad  also 
another  view  in  bringing  forward  his  mo- 
tion, namely,  that  it  might  he  brought  un- 
der the  consideration  of  the  house,  how  far 
the  exemption  of  the  prope^  of  foreign- 
ers from  the  property  tax  was^  or  was 
not  expedient    He  did  not  mean  then 
to  enter    into    ady   argument  upon  the 
subject,  but  he    was  inclined    to    tbiiik 
that  the  exception  of  the  property  of  fo- 
reigners from  the  tax  had  been  founded  on 
a  mistake,  and  that  this  would  be  made 
manifest  when  the  subject  should  come  to 
be  reviewed.    He  had  framed  his  motion 
not  so  much  with  a  view  to  this  object,  as 
on  the  precedent  of  a  similar  motion  that 
had  been  made  last  year.    As  an  indulgence 
had  been  granted  to  foreigners,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  they  would  not  be  slow  in 
claiming  it,  and  that,  tlierefore,  the  docu- 
ment he  was  to  call  for  might  be  easily 
prepared.     He  took  thisopportmiity  of  as- 
serting that  his  opinion  on .  this  subject  re- 
mained the  same  as  it  was  last  session ;  and  so 
far  frcm  having  been  in  the  slightest  degree 
altered,  it  had  been  strengthened  by  consi- 
deration and  reflection.    He  still  continued 
to  think  that  the   property  of  foreigners 
should  be  subject  to  the  tax.    This  was 
but  an  act  of  justice  to  our  own  subjects,  to 
ishew  where  the  burthen  of  the  tax  fell,  and 
could  not  be  construed  into  a  severity  up- 
on foreigners,  who  invested  their  money  in 
our  funds  for  its  security,  not  for  our  ad- 
vantage.    If  they  enjoyed  the  protection, 
they  fjpght  to  contribute  in  a  just  propor- 
tion to  its  maintenance.     He  would  not 
have  it  understood,  however,  that  he  was 
pledged  to  bring  forward  any  motion  on 
the  subject,   because  such  a  proceeding 
would,  in  a  great  degree,  depend  upon  the 
support'  it  would  receive,  and  principally 
upon  the  opposition  it  would  meet  with. 
At  the  same  tin^e  he  was  of  opinion,  that, 
though  a  motion  might  not  lead  to  a  suc- 
cessful result,  there  was  often  ^uuch  advan- 
tage derived  from  the  frequent  discussions 
that  took  place  even  iipon  motions  that 
^  inight  have  been  finally  unsuccessful.    He 
4id  not  by  any  means  propose  to  bring  for- 
ward this  question  fxom^  views  hostile  to 


govemBMOt  Bfit^  as  he  should  vsary  soon 
have  an  opportunity  of  stating  his  opioioa 
oo  the  {[^eral  question  reipectiiig  the 
finances  dT  the  country,  he  should  then  con- 
tent himself  with  moving,  '*  That  these  be 
"  laid  before  the  house  an  account  of  the 
*'  amount  of  all  Exemptions  granted  to  Fo- 
"  reigners,  in  respect  of  the  duty  oo  Divi- 
'',  deods,  in  the  various  'pubhc  funds  of 
'*  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  duty  on  Divv- 
"  deods  on  South  Sea  and  East  India 
*'  stock)  under  the  Property  tax,  for  the 
"  year  ending  Lady  Day,  1806/ 

Lord  Henry  Petty  thought  it  might  be 
more  satisfactory  to  the  hon.  gent  to  have 
the  account  made  up  to  a  later  date,  as 
well  as  more  Ukely  to  answer  the  object  he 
had  m  view.    He  was  not  aware  that  the 
account  coukl  be  furnished  to  a  later  date, 
but  would  assure  the  hon.  gent  and  the 
house,  that  if  upon  enquiry  he  fouud  that 
to  be  the  case,  tlie  account  should  l>e  pre- 
sented.   The  information  called  for  by  the 
hou.  gent,  was  such,  that  however  he  might 
differ  from  him  as  to  the  result  to  be  drawn 
from  it,  he  thought  it  ought,  and  could  not 
with  propriety  be  kept  from   the  house. 
As  the  hon.  gent,  had  with  so  much  candour 
stated,  that  the  opinion  entertained  by  him 
last  session  on  this  subject  remained  unal- 
tered, he  thought  it'  not  amiss  to  declare, 
that  upon  the  best  reflection  he  could  be- 
stow upon  the  question,  he  could  see  no 
reason  for  changing  the  opioioa  he  bad  oo 
that  occasion  expressed  of  the  .propriety  of 
granting  the  exemptions  to  the  proper^  of 
foreigners  in  the  funds.    He  was  continued 
in  the  opinion,  when  he  considered  the  small 
assistance  that  could  l>e  derived  from  ex- 
tending the  tax  to  such  property,  and  the 
indirect  but  great  mischief  that  would  re* 
suit  from  adopting  Uie  suggestions  of  the 
hon.  gent    At  the  same  time  he  was  ready 
to  admit,  that  whenever  the  quesMon  \rds 
brought  forward,  he  should  be  open  to 
the  arguments  that  he  knew  would  be  ably 
urged  by  tiie  hon.  gent.    As  to  the  exps* 
diency  of  bringing  forward  motions  without 
any.  prospect  of  success,  and  tlie  benefick^l 
consequences  of  repeated  di^ussioos,  he 
trusted  that  the  present  session  of  parlia- 
ment would  afford  an  instance  (the  Ahob- 
tion  of  the  Slave  Trade)  of  the  advantages 
and  happy  results  of  discussiops  upon  f^' 
erated  motions. — ^Tbe  accouiit  wae  theo  or- 
dered up  to  the  latest  period^  {K^ysbich  ft 
could  be  ntade  out 
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which  must  otherwise  necefesftrily  resnit 
from  the  multiplication  of  slaves  in  fhe 
West  Indies. 

The  Diikc  of  Norfolk  approved  of  th6 
i)ill,  and  expressed  a  confidence  that  the 
planters  would  hy  a  roockrate  treatment 
of  their  slaves,  contribute  to  bring  about  ' 
that  state  of  the  colonies  whicti  was  so 
much  to  be  desired. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  w»  at  a  loss 
to  understand  upon  what  principle  of  logic 
it  was' to  be  proved,  that  if  the  slave  trade 
was  contrary  to  justice  and"  humanity,  it 
was  not  also  contrary  to  ju^ice  and  huma- 
nity to  keep  the  negroes  who  bad  been 
procured  by  means  of  the  trade,  in  a  state 
of  perpetual  slavery.  He  was  not  so  mad 
as  to  think  that  liberty  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  slaves  m  the  West  Indies:  but  he 
contented,  that  upon  fhe  principles  upon 
which  the  abolition  was  now  founded, 
emancipation  ought  also  to  follow.  If  it 
was  however  determined  finally  to  abolish 
the  trade,  it  might  at  legist  be  conceded  to 
the  feelings  of  the  plafnters,  and  of  tliose 
concerned  in  the  trade,  to  erase  the  words, 
declaring  it  to  be  contraiy  to  justice  and 
hlimanfty.  It  was  thought,  however,  by 
some  of  the  supporters  of  the  bill,  that  by 
retaining  these  words,  foreign  powers  might 
be  humbugged,  if  he  might  use  the  expres* 
sion,  into  a  concurrence  in  the  abolition. 
This,  however,  he  did  not  think  at  all  prao 
ticable,  and  it  was  surely  a  consideration  of 
expediency,  \Vhether  at  a  time  when  the 
conthient  of  Europe  was  nearly  shut  agamst 
us,  we  should  put  an  end  to  our  trade  with 
the  continent  of  Africa,  and  by  so  doing, 
greatly  injure  and  distress  many  persons, 
and  deprive  many  more  of  the  means  of 
subsistence. 

Lord  GrenvUle  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  opponents  of  this  measure  were  nearly 
reduced  to  one  argument,  and  that  was, 
that  the  bill  did  not  extend  to  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  slaves  already  on^the  islands. 
The  attempted  application,  however,  of  the 
same  justice  and  humanity  to  both  cases^ 
resolved  itself  into  this.  In  abolishing  the 
trade  we  did  justice  to  the  hihabitants  of 
Africa,  who  v^ere  the  parties  aggrieved,  but 
ih  giting  liberty  to  the  slaves  oir^e  islands, 
w«  shtmld  do  the  greatest  injustice  to  them 
ra  giving  theih  that  ^hich  they  would  not 
know  how  to  use,  and  which  would  only 
be  productive  to  them  of  injury.  That  li-^ 
bci^,  the  blessings  of  which  we  were  eaa- 


Tuesdayy  February  10. 

[Slave  Trade  Abolition  Bill.] 
The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  being  read. 

Lord  Heaesdale  rose,  and  observed,  that 
however  the  preamble  of  this  bUl  might  set 
out,  that  the  African  Slave  Trade  was  un- 
just, inhuman,  and  impolitic,  and,  however 
it  might  be  considered  unjust,  inhuman,  ai[id 
impolitic,  to  emancipate  the  Slaves  in  the 
West  Indies,  yet  he  considered  the  present 
measure  would  be  the  means  of  producing, 
in  the  West  India  Islands,  all  the  horfors 
of  a  revolution  that  could  possibly  be  con- 
ceived. The  Abolition  of  the  African  Trade, 
he  considered,  should  go  hand  in  hand  with 
that  in  the  West  India  Islands ;  and  how- 
ever desirable  an  object  the  total  abolition 
©f  the  trade  might  be,  he  yet  considered 
this  instantaneous  abolition,  not  only  dan- 
gerous in  itself,  but  likely  to  be  productive 
of  no  particular  good.  As  tlie  bill  stood 
at  present,  he  could  not  give  his  assent  to 
it,  however  he  might  be  inclined  to  support 
it  upon  general  principles ;  had  it  been  a 
different  description  of  bill,  and  went  gra- 
dually to  a  general  abolition  of  this  trade, 
it  should  then  have  met  with  his  hearty 
concurrence.  He  felt,  that  any  attempt  to 
witlistand  the  present  enthusiasm  upon  this 
subject  would  be  in  vain ;  but  he  could  not 
help  remarking,  that  when  a  legislature 
acted  enthusiastically,  they  did  not  always 
act  M'isely,  and  he  did  not  think  that  in  the 
faithful  and  conscientious  discharge  of  their 
duty,  the  opposers  of  this  measure  had  much 
to  answer  for. 

The  Earl  of  BuckinghimsMre  denied 
that  the  si^pport  which  had  been  given  to 
this  measure,  was  to  be  attributed  to  mere 
feelings  of  enthusiasm.  Mere  enthusiasm 
was  not  calculated  to  last  for  20  years, 
during  which  period  this  measure  had  been 
under  discussion.  It  was,  on  the  contrary, 
in  his  opinion,  founded  clearly  on  the 
grounds  of  justice  and  humanity,  as  well 
as  upon  a  mature  consideration  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  West  Indies.  When  a 
member  of  the  house  of  commons  in  the 
year  I7d2»  be  voted  for  a  gradual  abolition, 
concciviofi;  tliat  the  j^rsons  concerned  in  the 
trade  •ught  tp  have  sufficient  notice.  Now, 
however,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  trade 
ought  to  be  immediately  abolished^  not 
opiy  because  k  was  aontraiy  to  justice  and 
bamaDit^,  but  also  because  the  abolition 
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bkd  properly  to  estnnate  and  appreciate, 
would  be  to  them,  in  their  state  of  iguo- 
raoce  and  barharisni,  a  poison  of  the  most 
baleful  nature — The  bill  was  then  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  the  House  of  Commons. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  February  10. 

[MlNUTFS.]  On  the  motion  of  lord 
Howick»  the  call  of  the  house,  which  stood 
for  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  a 
sufficient  attendance  of  members  to  form 
the  ball<^t  for  the  Maidstone  Election  com- 
mittee, was  deferred  to  Thursday.  On  the 
motion  of  lord  Howick,  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  Rev.  M.  Marlow,  D.  D.  l>e  desired  to 
preach  before  the  house  on  the  25th  instant, 
the  day  of  Public  Fast. — The  following  are 
the  names  of  the  geirtlemen  on  the  reduced 
list,  forming  the  committee  to  try  the  merits 
of  the  election  and  return  for  the  Bo- 
rough of  Maidstone.  Hon.  W.  Mauie, 
J*  Vaughan,  esq.  Hon.  F.  Robinson,  Hon.  J. 
Cust,  John  Patteson,  esq.  John*  Palmer,  esq. 
W.  Loftus,  esq.  J.  Fuller,  esq.  Hon.  £. 
Stewart,  G.  T.  Steward,  esq.  Sur  M.  B. 
Foukes,  T.  Godfrey,  esq.  T.  Shelly,  esq. 
The  parties  hairing  waved  thehr  right  of  ap- 
pointmg  nominees,  the  committee  retired,  ac- 
cording to  the  provision  of  the  act  of  parlia- 
nient  in  such  case,  and  themselves  chose  sir 
R.  Peel,  and  the  hon.  W.  Pole.  The  wh<4c 
were  then  sworn  at  the  table. 

Sinecure  Places  and  Pensions.] 
Mr.  Biddulpk  rose  and  spoke  as  follows: 
I  rise,  sir,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  I  had 
the  honour  of  giving  on  a  former  night,  to 
submit  to  the  conn<feratioo  of  the  house,  a 
motion,  connecte4  with  a  system  of  econo- 
my,  and,  in  its  import,  similar  to  that  pro- 
posed by  an  hon.  friend  of  mine  in  the 
year  1797*  In  introducing  thb  motion,  I 
can  with  truth  affirm,  that  my  mind  b 
totally  uninfluenced  by  those  passions  whidi 
may  he  supposed  to  agitate  public  men,  in 
bringing  forward  pfams  of  letrenchment  in 
the  national  expenditure,  or  motions  for 
the  reduction  of  places  and  pensions.  The 
strong  conviction  in  my  mind,  that  a  great 
practical  benefit  would  result  to  the  eountiyi 
and  to  the  revenue  of  the  country,  is  the 
most  striking  mducement  whh  me  for  sub- 
mitting my  motion  to  the  conuderation  of 
the  house.  How  that  benefit  would  be 
best  procured,  has  also  been  the  sul^ect  of 
my  inquiry^  and  in  rcferriog  to  the  pre. 


cedent  and  example  of  the  motion  of  1 797* 
I  find,  that  at  that  period,  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  of  Finance  to  investigate 
pubtic  establishments,  and  to  sift  official 
abuses,  was  considered  the  best  and  most 
appropriate  method  of  proceeding.  TliaC 
my  present  object  would  be  best  attained 
by  moving  for  the  af^intment  of  a  similar 
committee,  I  am  inclined  to  conclude ;  par- 
ticularly when  I  consider  the  advantage  like- 
ly to  result  from  an  attentive  persual  of  the 
valuable  documents  of  the  former,  from  the 
light  which  the  labour  and  industry  of  that 
committee  have  actually  thrown  on  the  sub- 
ject, and,  finally,  from  the  eventual  good, 
which  tlie  application  of  that  information, 
assisted  by  the  result  of  the  intermediate 
time  and  circumstances,  must  in  any  future 
inquiry  produce.  There  were  certainly 
many  im^iedunents,  and  difficulties  of  no 
trifling  nature,  in  the  way  of  that  commit- 
tee. To  some  of  then*  inquiries,  they  found 
it  impossible  to  get  even  an  siiiswer;  and 
in  some  cases,  particularly  those  connected 
with  Scotland,  they  were  not  only  kept  in 
ignorance  of  the  necessary  answers  to  their 
interrogatories,  but  were  alKolutely  render- 
ed incapable  of  extending  their  researches, 
from  the  obscurity  and  vagueness  in  which 
such  objects  of  their  inquiry  were  involved. 
Without  troubling  the  house  with  any  gene 
ral  reasoning  on  the  nec<*ssity  of  adopting  a 
measure  of  the  nature  I  propose,  I  wfll  at 
present  confine  myself  to  the  ^tement  of 
some  particular  cases,  and  be  satisfied  with 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  house  to  tliose 
immense  emduments  which  are  attached  to 
offices  in  the  Exdiequer,  and  to  other 
branches  of  the  national  e^ablishment,  in 
the  investigation  of  which,  the  appointment 
of  a  committee,  founded  on  a  Resolution 
similar  to  that  of  1797,  would,  in  my 
(^bion,  be  calculated  to  produce  great  and 
important  benefits.  The  first  thing  that 
strikes  the  public  mind,  as  requiring  retrench- 
ment, is  the  immense  emoluments  enjoyed 
by  some  individuals  in  the  department  of 
the  Exchequer.  It  is  difficult  to  make  the 
public  believe  that  the  grants  of  these 
emoluments  are  unalterable,  and  there  are 
circumstances  which  induce  me  to  think 
they  are  not.  The  act  of  parliament  of 
17S2  allowed  to  two  of  tiie  Tellers  of  the 
Exchequer  the  antient  fees  of  their  offices, 
but  limited  the  other  two  to  a  ariaiy  of 
40001.  a  year.  Tlits  act  did  nothing  more 
than  to  leave  the  fees  on  thebasb  of  the  regu- 
lations and  practice  of  the  Exchequer.    I^ 
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of  offices  executed  by  deputy,  why  a^e  they 


therefore  becomes  necessary  to  inquire  what 
these  regulations  and  that  practice  were. 
By  the  act-  of  4th  William  aiid  Mary,  the 
barous  of  the  Exchequer  were  directed  to 
inquire  what  were  tlie  antienl  and  legal 
fees.  Tliose  fees  were  reported  and  vested 
by  law  in  the  officers.  But  notwithstanding 
the  title  by  usage,  and  the  investment  by 
law,  an  alteration  was  made  jn  1 702.  In 
Jhat  year  great  exertions  beiug  required, 
the  sura  which  was  raised  for  the  pubHc 
service,  l,f)0(),0()()l.was  considered  so  great 
as  to  render  it  prpper  to  look  to  some  re- 
duction upon  the  Exchequer  fees,  and  in 
consideration  of  the  largeness  of  the  sum  a 
red'iction  was  made.  In  1744,  on  the 
same  principle,  the  supplies  being  larger 
tliaii  at  any  former  i)eriod,  6,6*00,0001. 
)iejng  raised  for  the  general  service,  of  iJie 
year,  besides  2,200,0001.  for  the  army,  it 
was  agreed  by  tlie  officers  of  the  Exchequer 
to  reduce  tlie  fees  one-third.  The  law  and 
the  practice  of  the  Exchequer  ought  to  be 
no  more  a  bar  to  the  reduction  of  the  kes 
pow,  than  tliey  were  'tlien ;  and  certiunly 
the  vast  increase  in  the  amount  of  the 
jHxblic  expences,  and  every  other  reason, 
make  much  more  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
reduction  at  this  nioment.  My  motion  will 
embrace  all  offices  and  all  places,  and  all 
incomes  deprived  from  the  st^te.  There  is 
one  departuient  in  particular  to  which  the 
inquiry  I  recoamiend  will  apply  with  par- 
ticular ^ect.  I  mean  that  of  the  Courts  of 
Jiistice.  In  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  ]Finance,  sinecure  .offices  to  the  amount 
of  25,  jOO/,  in  thar  department,  are  pointed 
out  as  admitting  of  total  reduction.  The 
committee,  in  pointing  out  the  propriety 
of  thif  reduction,  and  tlie  proper  mode 
of  carrying  it  into  eiiect,  quote  the  opinion 
of  loco  Hale,  saying,  that  lijnely  amend- 
m^9t  did  mudi  good,  and  prevented 
iHucli  evil,  particularly  in  things  connected 
with  the  general  weal;  but  that  the  re- 
form ought  Bat  to  be  made  abruptly, 
nor  all  at  once ;  but  gradually,  with  as 
niuck  ^ttentiou  as  possible  to  the  rights  of 
jj^dividu^Is.  I  do  not  find  that  any  thing 
lias  been  done  upon  tbb  Report,  or  that 
9Py  W^  of  its  rftcdmrneiidations  hafi  been 
i^rned  intQ  execution.  Ten  years  bave 
tifijpif;/^  since  the  Committee  ia  its  27tb 
jepM^it^  poiiited  out  as  worthy  of  considera- 
tiofit  wpether  tiiese  offices  should  be  aW 
Jisbed  as  t}iey  ))ecafne  vacant,  and  yet  bo- 
tbhu;  bag  heeii  don^  io  compliance  with 
ihar  recommendation.  Lord  Hale  says 
Vol.  VUI, 


contuiued  if  they  are  unnecessary ;  and .; 
tliey  are  necessary,  why  should  they  not  be 
executed  at  the  charge  which  is  found  suf^ 
ficicnt  for  the  deputy  1  Why  is  the  state  to 
be  burthened  with  immense  salaries  to  unv> 
employed  principals^  who  do  nothing  but 
bear  the  name  of  the  office  %  In  the  25,OOOL 
I  alluded  to,  no  service  whatever  is  done.  Ia 
the  thirty  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance, there  are  several  other  instances  of  of- 
fices of  the  same  kind,  but  I  do  not  think  it  ne-^ 
ccssary  to  trouble  t})0  house  with  detailing 
any  more  than  the  principal  branches,  iii 
which  the  propriety'  of  reform  is  obvious^ 
My  motion  will  embrace  ewry  branch  of  th« 
Public  Expenditure.  The  powers  I  pro* 
pose  to  give  to  the  committee  are  the  same 
as  those  granted  to  the  committee  of  1797* 
The  Pension  List  was  not  referred  to  the 
committee  of  that  time,  neither  would  I 
have  it  expressly  referred  to  the  committer 
now  proposed;  but  my  motion  will  be 
framed  in  such  a  manner  Uiat  the  pommitr 
tec  will  be  enabled  to  attend  to  that  brancH 
of  Expenditure,  as  well  as  to  every  other. 
I  shall  conclude  with  moving  *  That,  a 
'  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  of 

*  what  saving  can  be  made  by  the  reducr 
'  tion  of  useless  Places,  Sinecure  Offices^ 

*  Exorbitant  Fees,  and  every  other  retrench-^ 
'  ment  that  can  be  made  in  the  expenditure 
'  of  the  public  money.' 

Lord  Folkcfftane  said,  that  he  had  the 
honour  to  second  the  motion. 

Lord  Henrt/i  Petty  rose  and  observed^ 
that  it  gave  him  the  highest  satisfaction^ 
that  whatever  dilFerence  of  opinion  might 
exist  between  hunself  and  'the  hpn.  gent, 
as  to  the  words  of  the  motion,  yet  be- 
tween him  and  the  .hon.  gent,  and  not  onlj 
tliat,  but  between  the  hon.  gent,  and  all  biis 
majesty's  ministers,  there  was  a  perfect 
coincidence  of  sentiment  upon  the  grounds 
of  the  present  motion.  For  if  there  we^ 
any  thing  upon  which  it  might  be  expect- 
ed that  all  should  concur,  it  was  this,  that 
the  strictest  economy  should  be  preserved 
ID  the  management  of  tjie.  public  money* 
and  that  all  piac<»s,  offices^  and  penwonaw 
should  be  reduced  to  the  smallest  chai^ 
consistent  with  the  proper  admiiiistration  o^T 
the  affiiirs  of  the  nation.  Therefore  any  mea- 
sure which  had  that  object  in  view  came 
recommended  by  a  strong  similarity  and 
union  of  sentiment  amongst  his  majesty's 
mifiisteriU  as  weU  as  amongst  others.  But 
if  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  coAcur  with 
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vants  by  means  of  large  peiiskmsy  than  h 
sinecure  placca.  But  when  these  plaa 
were  conisdercci  as  connected  with  the  hi 
lory  of  the  country,  and  with  tiic  differei 
branches  of  the  Constitution  from  their  ftr 
origin,  it  was  unquestionably  desirable  to  pn 
serve  aud  continue  them.  He  was  tfaerefoi 
not  f!is|M)sed  to  count  much  upon  any  n 
duction  thnt  could  now  be  niiide  hi  Sinecui 
Places  and  Pensions,  if  it  was  determine 
not  to  reduce  Ihcni  below  what  the  publi 
dignity  and  public' service  required  tlieiii  1 
be  kopt  up  to.  Perhaps  the  manner  i 
whicli  tlie  prerogative  of  the  crown  was  ei 
erclsed  in  la'stowing  siicti  ofiices,  mi<;ht  m 
be  in  every  instance  satisfactory.  But  the  in 
proper  use  of  ti^e  prerogative  in  these  ii 
Stan  res,  was  rio  reason  wliy  the  power  t 
U!iiiig  it  better  should  be  altogether  don 
aw;»y.  If  there  were  improprieties  in  th 
conduct  of  the  judges,  that  was  no  reaso 
why  the  adminiiitration  of  justice  should  fa 
stopped.  If  tliere  were  improprieties  i 
the  conduct  of  iho'it  at  the  head  of  th 
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ibehoD.  gent.»  if  so  far  an  union  of  senti- 
ment prevaHed,  he  ho|)ed  that  there  would 
alao  be  an  union  of  sentiment  upon  another 
position,  essential  to  the  welfare  and  shibi- 
lity  of  government,  which  was  thb,  that  in 
(every  country  there  ought  to  be  rewards 
for  services  performed ;  that  it  was  not  tit- 
ting  that  means  ,  sliould  be  wanting  of 
granting  adequate  remuneration  for  gene- 
ral services,  and  that  sucii  rewanis  ought 
to  form  part  of  the  establishment  of  all 
Well-regulated  governments.  The  only 
point,  then,  to  be  considered  wus,  bow  far 
these  rewards  existecl  in  the  niuinier  they 
ought,  for  though  places  ought  to  evist  for 
tlie  purpose  abovc-meulioiied,  yet  it  wus 
tigtit  that  they  should  be  limited,  and  tltev 
confined  to  their  propor  object,  aud  that 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  rini  to  excess, 
either  through  abuse  or  neglect.  TUdX 
Bucb  excess  did  formely  exist,  especially 
with  regard  to  sinecure  place:«,  a  point  to 
which  the  hon.  gent,  had  particularly  adver- 
ted, he  was  perfectly  aware.  But  he  beg- 
^td  leave  to  remind  the  house,  that  durnig 
a  course  of  20  years  it  had  been  a  constant 
object  to  reduce  and  confiiie  such  places 
within  their  proper  limits.  Such  m  as  the 
tibject  of  the  connnission  of  accounts  esta- 
blished at  the  close  of  the  American  ^^ar, 
^lien  there  was  so  great  and  so  just  a  pub- 
lic damour  on  this  subject,  a  conmiissiou 
Which  had  in  the  most  able  manner  dis- 

chaiged  the  duties  entrusted  to  it.    In  the 

administration  which  succeeded,  and  con- 

oluded  the  peace  of  17  S3,  an  administra- 
tion of  which  a  near  and  dear  connexion 

of  bis  (his  father,  then   lord   Shelbume) 

formed  a  part,  this  object  was  not  lost  sight 

of,  ind  the  plan  was  laiti  for  an  inquiry, 

which  was  carried  into  elibet  some  time  af- 
ter.    It  ^as  not  lost  sight  of  during  the 

administration  of   Mr.  Pitt,  a  committee 

having  been  appointed  in  178fi,  and  then 

another  iii  179^,  ajMBr^M^ilch  the  right  hon. 

gent,  who  now  fiiiea  the  chair  (Mr.  Abbot)  had 

presided  with  so  much  credit  to  himself  and 

so  much  advaintage  to  the  country.    Thus  it 

had  been  the  constant  study,  for  a  length  of 

tune,  to  reduce  the  public  expenditure  with 

respect  to  offices,  as  fieir  as  it  could  he  done 

consistently  with  the  reservation  of  certain 

places  of  reward  for  the  public  servants.    If 

tlie  country  had  been  in  the  situation  of 

one  hiyiug  down,  for  the  first  time,  the 

commencement  of  a  system  of  expenditure, 

it  might  perhaps  be  more  wise  to  confer  re- 
wards on  tlie  higher  classes  of  public  ser- 


military  de)>artment,  that  was  ho  reaso 
why  the  country  shouhi  be  left  without  a 
army.     In  the  degree  then  m  whidi  suci 
plsices  were  necessary  to  reward  public  sei 
vices,  these  places  ought  to  be  maintaiu 
ed.      Why  then,  what  liad  been  the  resul 
of  all  the  iuquires  on  this  subject?   H 
might  state  generally,  first,  that  all  sinecur 
places  in  the  customs  bad  been  abolish 
ed.     Such  also  had  been  the  case  with  re 
gard  to  the  excise.      With  regard  to  tfai 
great  otiic  es  of  state,  some  had  been  abo 
lishcd,  and  a  certain  chamberlaiuship  ii 
the  exchequer,  and  all  the  offices,  will 
the  exception  of  a  very  few,  had  beei 
regulated  by  commutations  being  agreec 
upon,  instead  of  fees,  which  were  liable  tc 
a  perpetual  increase  with  the  increase  o1 
the  public  expenditure.     The  profits  oi 
the  tellers  and  the  auditors  were  thus  lim 
ited.     For  the  purpose  of  being  perfectly 
correct  in  what  he  had  stated  wiSi  regard  to 
the  abolition  of  sinecure  offices  in  the  cus- 
toms, be  ^ugBt  to  have  observed,  that  one 
place  of  this  nature,  that  of  collector  out- 
wards, belonging  by  patent  to  a  certain 
noble  duke  (Manchester)  had  been  reserved. 
The  fact  was  then,  that  Smecure  places 
to  a  certain  number  were  necessaty  to  be 
retained  in  order  to  reward  those  who 
had  given  their  time;  and  industry,  and  their 
talents  to  the  public  service,  in  offices 
which,  did  not  afford  an  adequate  rensiuue 
lation^  and  to  afford  thein  t  pn>per  supper 
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in  their  tetirement.  But  he  coold  ttiot  quit 
this  part:  of  the  subject,  without  alluding 
to  the  principles  which  had  been  adniilted 
.during  the  progress  of  Mr.  Burlce's  bill. 
The  principles  tlien  admitted  were,  tlrjt 
those  who  held  offices  by  grant  from  the 
crown,  had  as  strong  a  litle  to  them,  as  any 
proprietor  of  land  had  to  his  landed  estate, 
and  tliat  to  tiestroy  the  one  title  would  be 
as  great  an  invasion  of  property  as  to  de- 
stroy the  other.  The  retbrm  could  apfily 
only  with  respect  to  the  future  holders,  and 
in  that  view  it  had  been  applied  in  every 
practicable  instance.  But  where  offices 
were  granted  in  reversion  it  could  not  be 
npplted.  Tlie  reform  must  remain  suspend- 
ed till  the  reversion  should  have  expirecK 
There  were  two  principal  oifices  granted  in 
reversion.  One  was  that  of  Register  of 
the  Admiralty  Court,  granted  to  lord 
Arden,  with  the  reversion  to  a  member  of 
that  house  (Mr.  Perceval).  The  other  was 
that  of  the  clerk  of  the  pariiament,  held 
by  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Rose)  over  the 
way,  the  reversion  to  bis  son.  But  when 
these  reversions  expired,  he  hoped  that  mea- 
sures would  be  taken  to  regulate  these  of- 
fices also.-«i(S6  much  with  regard  to  oifices 
in  England,  where  a  good  deal  had  been 
done;  except  in  the  law  offices,  which  form- 
ed the  subject  of  the  27th  report  of  the  com- 
jnissioners  of  accounts.  It  was  true  that 
thgre  were  a  great  number  of  law  offices 
Trbich  had  been  stated  by  them  to  be  un- 
necessary, and  which  might  be  subject  to 
ameliorations;  though  tliey  had  stated/ at 
the  same  time,  th^t  these  being  perquisites 
of  the  great  4aw  officers,  the  lord  clrancel- 
lor  and  the  lord  chief  justice,  tfiey  ought 
not  to  be  derived  of  tlie  patronage  and 
the  means  of  providing  for  their  families 
which  they  affi>rded,  without  a  material  in- 
crease of  their  salaries.  It  was  true  that 
the  salaries  of  the  judges  had  since  that 
time  been  augmented,  but  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  salaries  of  the  lord 
chancellor  and  lord  chief  justice  had  been 
raised,  so  as  to  compehsate  for  a  loss  of 
this  sort,  and  yet  it  was  obvious  that  the 
augmentation  of  their  salaries  ought  to  have 
been  particulariy  attended  to,  in  case  of 
their  being  deprived  of  these  places  and 
this  patronage.  However,  this  was  a  case, 
whidi  had  certainly  been  less  attended  to 
than  others,  and  therefore,  ivith  respeqt  to 
thisthe  hon.  genVs  motion  ^me  recommend 
ed  by  al)  the  authority  tliat  could  be  deriv- 
tdftoantbisrepcMrt    A  great  d«^  then  had 


been  done  whh  respect  to  England.    But  as 
to  Ireland,  he  admitted  that  much  as  yet 
remained  to  be  done.     But  it  would  be  re-  . 
collecte<l  that  a  committee  had  been  a|V 
pointed  3  years  ago,  on  the  motion  of  th^ 
right  hon.  gent  who  then  held  the  office  of 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for  Ireland,  . 
the  object  of  which  was  to  inquire  into  the 
mode   of'  collecting  the  revenue  in  Ire^ 
laud;  and  although  fie  (Lord  H.  Petty)  wa»^ 
then  on  the  opposition  side  of  tlie  Hou% 
yet  he  took  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  perfect  approbation  of  ttiat  measure, 
and  of  promising  all  the  support  which  he 
could  give.    That  commissioti  was  now  ac- 
tually sitting  in  Dublin,  and  its  repoi^  werQ 
on  the  table  of  the  house;  and  the  house 
must  have  seen  with  satisfaction  that  hjs 
right  hon.  friend  (sir  John  Newport)  had 
brought  in  a  bill  to  abolish  no,  less  than 
38  offices,  in  pursuance  of  the  suggestions 
in  these  reports.     Every  one  who  knew  hb 
right  hon.  friend,  or  the  noble  lord  at  the 
head  of  the  finance  department  of  that 
country,  or  the  noble  duke  who  was  at  the 
Head  of  the  government  there,  \/ould  feel 
satisfied  that  all  useful  suggestions  would 
be  taken  up  by  them,   and  imm^iately 
acted  npon.     Why,  then,  great  progress 
had  been  made  here  also.    The  ou|y  point 
of  difficulty  was  tlie  practice  of  granting 
offices  in  reversion,  which  he  highly  disap* 
proved  of,  especially  in  the  case  of  offices 
where  the  fees  were  Irable  to  increase  witli 
the  increase  of  the  expenditure,  as  this  was 
in  some  measure  entaihng  abuses.  He  knew 
it  would  be  said.tha^  ministers  were  un- 
friendly to  offices  in  reversion,  and  would 
wish  to  abolish  them  because  they  could 
not  get  them  for  themselves.    To  those  who 
were  of  this  opinion  he  would  say,  that 
they  might  discover  a  more  obvious  method 
by  which  piinisters  mi;;ht  secure  such  ad- 
vantages, if  they  were  so  disposed^  and  that 
was  by  making  other  offices  reversionary. 
But  he  had  the  satisfaction  tq  state,  that 
since  the  present  ministry  h^d  come  into 
power  no  offices  had  been  granted  in  rever- 
sion.   They  hud  abstained  from  this  prac* 
tice,  having  in  coiitenxplation  the  means  by 
which  reforms  might  be  accoinplbhed  here 
also,  and  an  eiid  put  to  the  uiiquitous  effiecta 
that  resulted  from  such  a  itiode  of  proceed- 
ing.   Things,  then,  being  in  this  state,  ther^ 
remained  little  to  be  done  except  with  re- 
spect to  the  courts  of  law  the  offices  of 
which  formed  the  subject  of  the  27th  re^ 
port    He  was  not  aware  th|d  any  sineam 
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of  this  descriptimi  had  been  created  since 
tbat  report  bad  becD  made.  BiitUiat  other 
more  loose  abuies  bad  not  taken  place  be 
was  not  prepared  to  deny»  feoowing  as  be 
did  the  tendency  to  abuse  which  existed 
tvbere  the  expenditure  was  so  large  as  it 
was  in  this  country.  All»  therefore,  that 
the  government  could  do  was,  to  use  every 
effort  to  precent  the  growth  of  such  abuses; 
and  to  check  them  where  they  existed.  It 
liad  accordingly  given  an  instruction  to  the 
auditon  of  accounts  to  observe  such  abuses, 
luid  to  report  upon  them  from  time  to  time 
to  the  treasury.  He  would  read  the  words 
of  the  warrant  in  which  .this  instruction  was 
conveyed.  Here  the  noble  lord  read  the 
words,  which  contained  an  instruction  to  the 
auditors  to  attend  to  and  report  specially 
Vpon  all  abuses  and  frauds  committed  at 
home  or  abroad.  This  was  part  of  a  war- 
rant under  which  the  auditors  acted,  and 
by  this  means  he  hoped  that  a  strong  and 
permanent  check  upon  abuses  would  be 
establish^.  Why,  then,  it  appeared  that 
|;reat  progress  had  been  made  in  destroy- 
ing oifices,  and  tliat  there  was  a  disposition 
In  the  government  to  prevent  the  unnect.s- 
fary  renewal  of  them.  But  though  little 
temained  to  he  done,  yet  he  did  not  con> 
l^d  that  that  little  ought  to  remain  imdoae. 
He  had  no  objection,  tlierefore,  to  the  ap- 
^intmeot  of  a  committee  which  should 
nnish  a  bMsiness  in  which  so  great  a  pro- 
gress bad  already  been  made.  He  was  ^ 
ppinion,  that  with  a  slight  alleralion  iu  the 
words,  the  motion  deserved  the  assent  of  tlie 
house,  and  that  a  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  inio  what  had  been  done, 
^md  what  remained  further  to  be  done 
towards  the  accomplisknicut  of  this  great 
ob.iect»  Whatever  might  be  the  merits  of 
former  coinmissionerSj  it  wpuld  be  recol- 
lected that  they  were  fiUlible,  and  that  ui 
the  best  institutio|||  th^re  would  he  some 
failure.  He  expected  from  this  exaniina- 
tioo,  that  a  foundation  would  be  laid  for 
linally  eradicating  great  abuses  ui  tJie  ma- 
nagement of  th^  pubUc  monev,  and  that 
the  most  material  benefit  would  accrue  with 
regard  to  tlie  system  of  public  ccoi^omy. 
Therefore  lu;  not  only  agreed  in  the  prioci- 
pb^  of  tiiis  motion^  but  also  approved  of  the 
Bolicy  o^  apppintmg  such  cpounittees,  at 
^(H-ent  successive  periods,  to  ei^amme  Into 
the  r(^l  state  of  iJie  public  expenditure. 
He.  trtysted  hp  |iad  satisfied  the  housa  that 
^  due  atfjpntion  bad  been  paid  toeconousy, 
im4  tlWff  ^^  a  4i^pfis  iti^  ia  iH^t  go^^ia- 


meol  to  promote  that  important  otyect  bi 
every  moans  in  tlieir  poiver.  The  nobfi 
lord  concluded  by  propcaing  an  alteratio^ 
in  the  motion,  so  that,  as  amended,  it  stool 
thus,  *  That  a  select  committee  beap|K>iflA 
4A  to  examine  and  consider  what  regula- 
tions and  checks  have  been  established,  11 
order  to  coutroul  the  several  branches  oi 
the  public  expenditure  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  how  far  the  same  have  been 
effectual ;  and  what  farther  measures  can 
be  adopted  for  reducing  any  part  of  tlu 
said  expenditure,  or  diminishii^  the  amouul 
of  salaries  and  emoluments  without  detrii 
nient  to  the  public  service;  and  that  thej 
do  report  the  same,  with  their  observaliouj 
thereupon  to  the  house.' 

Mr.  Wilberforce  tirought  the  liberalii  v 
and  candour  manifested  by  his  noble  friond 
who  hud  just  sat  down,  pa'rticnlurly  entitled 
him  to  the  thanks  of  the  country.  But  at 
the  same  time  he  must  sar^,  that  his  noble 
friend  s  opinion  as  to  Uie  necessity  of  sub- 
stituting |)ensions  for  tlie  established  sine- 
cures, struck  him  w  ith  surprise.  If  the  coui- 
uiittee  so  properly  moved  for,  should  be  ap- 
pointed with  the  in>])res&ion  wliirJi  sucli  an 
opinion,  from  so  high  an  authority,  \va& 
caicuiafed  to  produce,  he  confessed  that 
his  ,^ood  wishes  towards  that  appoint nunt; 
would  be  considerably  abated.  .  No  prin- 
ciple would  be  moie  injurious  in  its  opera* 
tion,  according  to  his  judgment,  tlian  that 
of  voting  to  each  pu!'>lic  ofiicer  a  certain 
reniuneratioM  for  his  services,  instead  of 
leaving  these  i<inecures  to  be  applied  to 
such  purposes,  for  which  only  iliey  could 
be  allowed  to  exist.  lie  dihspproved  of 
the  svstcm  of  voting  pensions,  because  he 
very  much  feared  that  under  tliat  system 
the  amount  of  Reward  would  depend  too 
much  Oil  ministerial  ini^nence  ov  popular 
claniour,  or  might  be  too  much  calculated 
to  induce  the  one  or  irritate  the  other.  He 
wished  rather  that  the  sinecures  miglit  i(s 
main  for  those  to  dispose  of,  who  were 
best  qualified  to  appreciate  tlie  merits  to 
which  tbey  ought  to  be  granted,  and  there 
was  more  likelibpod  tl^t  they  would  be 
groperly  granted.  That  talents  dovoted  to 
the  service  of  tka  state  were  by  any  means 
so  well  rewarded  as  the  same  talents  would 
be  in  any  of  the  iiberal  professioiaik  either 
of  the  chureb,  mec^cmei  far  the  Iwj^  ne  was 
fully  firepared  to  deky.  H^  mtanl  of 
eoiine  pecuniaiy  reward;  (Miithat  wa#  not 
the  object  of  puUic  men,  for  their  great 
and  0Bqoro«Q  i^iiMb  must  )oel|  to  ^^  af 
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a  higher  nature,  aid  l>e  actuated  by  motives 
of  a  noble  character.  .  Indeed,  it  was  for 
the  credit  of  the  country  to  mention  that 
there  were  many  who  bad  giving  up  the 
most  lucrative  professions,  to  follow  tlie 
course  to  which  these  loity  motives  were 
(Calculated  to  lead ;  therefore  such  men  were 
entitled  to  the  liberal  consideration  of  par- 
Ihiment  aud  the  country,  when  thei*e  should 
be  no  longer  occasion  for  their  services,  and 
when  they  should  happen,  frou)  their  cir- 
cumstances to  require  s^ch  liber<tlity.  Men 
wbo  had  loiig  occupied,  and  ably  acted  in, 
the  high  oibces  of  the  state,  should  not  be 
allowed  to  fall  from  tlie  connections  and 
rank  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed, 
in  consequence  of  the  iUiberality  of  those 
whom  they  bad  served.  Such  a  thing  would 
be  degrading  to  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try, and  he  trusted  it  would  never  be  allow- 
ed to  occur.  Of  tiie  principle  avowed  in 
bis  noble  friend's  speech  lie  most  sincerely 
approved;  hethemorcxejoiced  to  hear  the 
principle  stated,  because  from  the  know- 
ledge he  hikd  of  his  noble  friend's  disposi- 
tion, he  was  perfectly  coniident  tirat  it  would 
be  acted  upon.  He  was  fully  persuaded 
that.his  noble  friend  was  as  well  disposed 
rigiclly  to  appfy  tlie  principle  of  economy 
^s  any  mioistei:  could  be.  At  tlie  sime  that 
he  meuUoned  this,  he  could  not  omit  stat- 
ing, that  ^Vhich  might  be  unknown,  that  his 
noble  friend's  predecessor  (Mr.  Pitt)  carried 
the  prmciple  of  economy  as  hr  as  was 
practicable,  never  over^looking  any  oppor^ 
tnnity  of  retrenchment,  or  of  the  abolition 
pf  useless  places.  Indeed  he  knew  that  his 
late  right  hoB.  friend  bad,  without  ever 
pientToning  ^  word  about  it  m  that  house» 
aboUsbed  between  30  and  40  places  in  the 
customs  and  excise,  to  which  bis  noble 
friend  had  alluded  in  the  course  of  bis 
f  peecb,  although  his  right  hon.  friend  was  at 
ibetime  pressed  by  many  of  his  friends  and 
croaaec^ns,  to  grant  tliose  places  to  others. 
Bat  BO»  bis  late  right  hon.  friend  preferred 
tbe  princ^le  of  economy^ta  the  gratification 
of  bis  friends,  and  the  merit  of  that  i^reat 
pian  was^  that  he  did  such  meritorious  things 
without  having  it  ever  known  to  the  wotkL 
Like  tbe  aian  pf  Aos6»  he  "  did  good  by 
f  stealthy  and  bkisliedto  find  it  fame/' 
Tbe  hon»  member  coaoeiyed  tiigt  mfiftioas 
Ilka  that  before  tbe  bouB^  sboald  not  be  at 
all  considered  as  acts  |>f  oppositk^n  to  s*- 
iMstefs.  From  tbe  eondiictof  his  noble 
friend  this  eyenng,  it  was  evkleut  that  mi- 
Bisless  themselves  did  not  so  consider  them. 
On  the  Goptrary,  their   <:aadouf  clearly  < 
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shewed  tha  alacijty  with  a^ic^  tfacy  were 
ready  to  receive  a  proposition  of  economy 
from  any  quarter  of  tbe  house,  wbkh  must 
encourage  every  man  to  suggest  to  tfaenf  tha 
means  which  might  serve  to  carry  their 
acknowledged  principles  uito  eitect.  With» 
however,  thb  concurrent  wish  of  all  to  pur- 
sue economy  with  every  practicable  indus* 
try,  he  deprecated  the  application  of  it  tq 
the  purpose  of  producing  any  reduction  of 
tlie  salaries  allowed  to  our  public  ofBcersj 
wlio  so  far  from  being  over-paid,  were  man3f 
of  tliemhe  was  prepared  to  say,  with  regard 
to  money,  very  much  under-paid.  CJonsir 
dering  their  situation,  connections^  names, 
and  talents,  the  remuneration  was^  he  .had 
almost  said,  quite  too  little.  In  rewarding 
such  men,  parliament  should  ever  bear  in 
mind  iidelity  towards  the  people,  and  libe* 
rality  towards  tlie  officers,  both  which  tend* 
ing  to  the  same  point,  must  urge  them  t6 
provide  that  the  character  of  ttie  one  should 
not  be  degraded)  by  allowing  the  comfort 
and  interest  of  the  other  to  be  neglected. 

Lord  H.  Petty  to9t  to  explain  a  point 
upon  which  he  had  been  evidently,  without 
any  intention,  misinterpreted  by  bis  hon» 
friend*  In  his  observations  with  respect  to 
the  comparative  propriety  of  pensions  and 
sinecures,  he  was  in  iact  but  endeavouring 
to  answer  ^n  argument^  which  appeared  to 
him  likely  to  arise  in  the  dissension.  Bui 
he  expressed  no  opinion-  Ho  argument 
was  merely  speculative  upon  the  qoestion^ 
whether  if  we  were  about  to  constitute  a 
new  system,  it  would  not  be  better  to  in* 
vest,  not  that  houses  as  his  hon.  friend  seem* 
ed  to  tliiak,  but  the  crown,  with  the  power 
of  granting  pensions  as  rewards  to  meritori'- 
oas  public  officers,  than  to  create  nominal 
offices  for  tlie  purpose  of  sacb  rewards. 
But  those  offices  being  already  in  existence* 
rendered  tlie  case  diderent,  aud  their  con- 
tinnance  was  connected  with  the  honour  of 
the  crown,  and  with  the  interests  and  good 
feith  of  tlie  country.  It  was  howe\'er«  the 
duty  of  that  house  to  take  care  that  snch 
a  system  was  not  c^ied  to  any  uii|Hstifi- 
aUe  excess,  by  the  appomtmei^  from  time 
to  time,  of  such  committees  as  that  whick 
was  now  moved  for.  The  noble  lovd  co»r 
eluded  with  moving  an  ameadment  to  bis 
rao:Md%  tliat  Irehuid  shoukl  be  included  ia 
tbe  in^iry. 

Mr.  Wilherfar€€  pcofessed  his  umriUin^^ 
neaa  to  nns-state  any  stfatinient  of  his  nobia 
friend's^  and  thai  h^  wM  ^^He  «iMm1  witb 
bi»  ^3K|^f(j<Hu 
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Mr.  Faviht^t  in  a  maiden  speech,  declared, 
that  this  was  a  motion  upon  which,  consist- 
ently with  hb  own  principles,  or  lib  duty  to 
his  constituents,  he  could  not  content  himself 
with  giving  a  silent  vote.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  in  his  first  attempt  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  house,  he  should  meet  with 
that  indulgence  which  was  usually  extended 
to  a  member  rismg  under  similar  circura- 
fftances.  Kotwitlistanding  all  the  efibrts 
that  had  been  made,  and  all  the  expences 
incurred,  in  endeavours  to  rescue  ourneig^- 
boun  from  subjugation,  there  still  remained 
to  this  country  sufficient  means  and  re- 
sources to  enable  us  to  cope  with  all  the 
adversaries  with  whom  we  had,  and  might 
have,  to  contend,  if  only  they'  should  be 
wisely  administered  and  economically  ap- 
plied. He  was  persuaded  that  the  country 
possessed  ample  means  to  meet  every  emer- 
gency, and  to  secure  us  against  every  pos- 
sible danger.  But  the  only  means  of  ol>- 
taiuing  this  desirable  end  was,  that  the 
government  should  shew  to  the  people  that 
they  were  determined  to  rectify  every  abuse, 
and  manifest  a  determination  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  people.  When  he  con- 
sidered the  actual  state  of  the  country, 
labouring  under  a  grievous  weight  of  bur- 
tliens,  when  he  called  to  mind  tlie  declara- 
tions made  at  difierent  times  by  persons  high 
in  office,  that  the  people  would  be  called 
on  to  sacrifice,  not  only  the  comforts,  but 
even  ^e  necessaries  of  life,  for  the  support 
of  the  present  contest^  he  should  not  think 
that  he  pcrfcmied  his  duty  to  those  who 
sent  him  there,  if  he  did  not  gi^e  his  entire 
and  cordial  support  to  the  motion  then 
before  the  house,  and  every  other  motion 
of  the  same  description.  The  noble  lord 
on  the  bench  below  him,  had  said,  that  it 
was  desirable  to  continue  some  sinecure 
places,  as  rewards  and  retreats  for  merito- 
nous  public  officers.  Whenever  gaUanlry 
should  be  displayed,  wheuever  diligence 
should  be  exerted,  whenever  talents  should 
be  exercised  in  the  service  of  the  country, 
whenever  eminent  merit  should  be  mani- 
fested in  the  conduct  of  its  affairs  and  in- 
terests, he  sh6nld  not  be  disposed  to  quar- 
rel with  the  grant  of  adequate  and  liberal 
rewards  in  such  cases.  But  these  were 
times  when  the  public  money  ought  not  to 
be  lavished  upon  persons  who  had  not  per- 
formed any  service  to  deserve  remuneration. 
The  people  of  this  country  were  fully 
fensible  of  thci  bles»ngs  that  they  en- 
ioyed,  apd  of  Vh^  dangers  that  tbrosUeaed 


them;  and  they  would  be  ready  to  make 
every  effort  in  su|)port  of  the  present  con- 
test. But  they  had  a  right  to  expect  in- 
demmty  for  the  past,  and  security  for  the 
future;  they  had  a  right  to  expect  a  re- 
rigid  economy  in  the  future  application 
of  the  public  money,  not,  however,  that 
paltry  economy  that  would  narrow  the 
scale  of  public  exertion,  and  paralise  the 
eftbrts  of  the  countn^ ;  but  such  an  econo- 
my, as  without  confinmg  the  indispensable 
services  of  the  state,  would  husband  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation.  For  the  practice  of 
such  economy  he  looked  with  confidence 
to  the  gentlemen  on  the  bench  below  him. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  uttering  thb  senti- 
ment, because  it  flowed  from  a  pure  source; 
the  conviction  which  arose  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  had  received  and  treated 
this  motion.  He  tnisted  that  the  plan  of 
reformation,  which  had  been  so  of^en  talked 
of,  was  now  at  length  commenced,  and 
that  as  ministers  had  declared  their  intention 
not  to  grant  places  in  reversion,  they  would 
put  an  end  to  the  abuse  for  the  present,  and 
prevent  all  future  ministers  from  adopting 
the  practise.  They  appeared  to  him  dis- 
posed not  only  to  preach,  but  to  prac- 
tise. 

Mr.  Ellison  highly  applauded  die  dis- 
position manifested  by  mmisters.-^The 
amendment  beuig  moved, 

Mr.  Biddulph  said,  that  there  then  was 
so  little  of  substantial  difference  between 
the  modon  he  had  the  honour  to  submit 
and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord,  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  press  bis 
motion.  The  objects  he  had  in  view  would 
be  attained  by  the  amendment.  He  de- 
clared the  ^ncere  satisfaction  which  he  felt 
from  the  sentiments  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  and  had  no  doubt  that  those 
sentiments  would  be  followed  up,  not  in 
the  abridgment  of  public  lil)ert^,  for  that 
he  deprecated  as  much  as  any  man,  but  in 
the  reduction  of  those  siyiecures  which 
were  known  to  have  gone  in  some  instances 
to  such  an  enormous  extent  as  to  haj^ 
excited  the  ^neral  and  just  jealousy  of  the 
public. 

Mr.  Calvert  hoped  that  at  all  events  the 
noble  lord  and  hb  o(^leagues  would  do 
that  which  was  now  in  their  power,  namely, 
to  prevent  the  pledging  and  mortgaging  of 
tlMoe  sinecure  places,  which  was  a  system 
that  had  heretofore  been  practised  without 
restraint* — The  amendment  was  then  agreed 
tOj^dth^coiQmittecnpmmated;  to  whom 
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were  referred  the  Reports  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  Fhiance,  and  the  Commissioners 
^f  Accounts,  &c. 

[Slave  Trape  Abolition  Bill.]  A 
Message  was  sent  to  the  house  by  the 
liouse  of  lords,'  announcing  that  their  lord- 
ships liad  passed  a  bill,  entitled.  An  Act 
for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and 
to  which  they  desired  the  concurrence  of 
the  house;  the  bill  being  laid  ipon  the 
table, 

Lord   Ifounck    rosfe   and  moved,  that 
Ih'is  Bill  be  read  a  first  time ;  upon  Which 
Mr.  George  Hlbbert,  in  a  maiden  speech, 
«aid,  tlrat  he  could  not  suffer  a  measure  of 
such  great  and  <;ritical  importance  to  pass 
even  over  Uiis  stage  without  remark :  al- 
though in  seeking  to  impress  upon  the  house 
Uie  duty  of  giving  to  it  the  most  calm  and 
solemn  d^iberation,  he  should  be  careful 
to  abstain  from  any  argument  concernhig 
tlie  principle  or  provisions  of  the  bill,  for 
which   he  knew  there  would  be  another 
and  a  fitter  opportunity.    It  was  a  bill  that, 
w  itliout  question,  put  to  risk  our  West 
India  commerce,  a  most  important  resource 
of  the  empire,  and  of  peculiar  value  at  the 
present  moment :  nothing  that  had  passed 
m  another  house  of  parliament;  nothing  in 
the  form  of  resolutions  or  opinions  of  a 
former  parliament;  no  popular  sentiment 
out  of  doors,   however   assiduously    and 
enthu^asticaUy  excited,  ought  to  affect  their 
deliberations.    To  this  parliament,  to  which 
they  were  called,  the  question  came  unem- 
barrassed and  unprejudged,  and  to  many  of 
the  members  of  that  house  its  temperate  dis- 
cussion must  be  novel.    They  were  not  a 
commit  ium,  a  mere  organ  of  the  voice  of 
the  multitude,  but  a  deliberate  body,  limit- 
ed  in  their  number  that  they  might  the 
better '  deliberate,  bound  to  maintain  the 
rights,  aud  to  consult  the  interests  and  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  but  bound  to  decide 
as  tlieir  consciences  should  dictate  for  the 
go^d  of  the  whole,  aAer  full  and  free  dis- 
cussion.    He  trusted,  therefore,  that  gentle- 
tuen  would  come  to  this  subject  with  minds 
-  impressed  with  its  importance,  and  open 
lo  its  cahu  and  dispassiqned  investigation. 
Htt  was  aware  .  bf  the  disadvantages  he 
inust  encounter  io  contending  with  the  hon, 
gent  (Mr.  Wilberforce):  he  could  not  for 
a'lnoment  preletid  to  ascend  the  heights  on 
which  the  confidence  of  tbat  hoaw,  due  to 
the  bon.  s^t's  talents  and  virtues^  had  en- 
tfcnched  him;  but  if  he  would  descend  and 
Icbt  this  baltte  upon  th«  kvel  plain  of  ftct 


and  experience,  be,  {Mr.  H.)  should  feel  il 
his  duty  to  assume  the  courage  t6  meet 
him,  and  to  oppose  at  every  step  a  tneasure 
which  he  believed  in  hi^  heart  to  be  ground- 
ed  on  a  delusive  promise  of  good  which 
it  never  would  accompiisli,  and  to  be  preg- 
uaut  witli  inevitable,  immediate,  and  exten- 
sive mischief. 

Lord  Hovoick  agreed  with  the  bon.  gent, 
in  the  great  importance  of  the  present  bill. 
It  was  indeed  important  in  the  highest  de-, 
grec,  not  merely  to  the  cause  of  htimanity 
and  justice,  but  it  was  also  highly  important 
to  the  real  interests  of  (lie  West  India  mer- 
chants themselves.    It  certainly  wouldnever 
be  argued  in  thathouse,  that  the  West  India 
Islands  were  not  an  important  part  of  the 
Britbh  empire,  aud  that  their  mterests  did 
not  deserve  the  most  serious  consideratioo. 
When  the  bill  should  come  seriously  to  l»e 
discussed,  it  would  be  considered  not  only 
on  the  ground  of  humanity,  but  also  of 
sound  policy,  as  it  afl^ted  the  West  India 
Islands,  and  the  general  interests  of  the 
en:pire.    He,  therefore,  wished  as  much  as 
any  man,  that  this  important  subject  should 
be  considered  with  cainmess  and  due  deli- 
beration.   The  hon.  gent,  had  spoken  of 
pains  taken  to  raise  a  popular  chunour 
against    the  Slave  Trade:   he,  however^ 
knew  of  no  such  practkes.    He  knew,  in- 
deed, that  there  had  been  a  most  laudable 
and  persevering  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  who  originated 
the  measure,  but  this  attention  was  never 
employed  to  mislead  any  body,  but  merely 
to  make  the  subject  generally  understood. 
He  had  never  laboured  to  excite  a  pre- 
judice orclamoUir,  but  merely  to  convince 
the  understandings  of  all  dispassionate  per- 
sons.   Tiiere  certainly  ought  to  be  » fair 
time  allowed  for  the  discussion,  but  when 
be*  recollected  how  much  time  had  been 
already  given,  and  what  notice  the  per- 
sons concerned    had  already  had    from 
,the  proceedings  in  the  other   house,  he 
coold  not  consent  to  postpone  the  second 
readuig  fartlier  than  to  Tuesday  next;  the 
hon.  gent,  would  then  have  an  opportunitjt 
of  arguing  the  subject  fully. 

General  Ga$coyne  thought  it  could  only 
be  from  the  multiplicity  of  business  ii\ 
whidi  the  noble  lord  (Howick)  was  engaged^ 
that  it  had  escaped  his  notk:e,  tkat  eveiy 
measure  that  invention  or  artifice  could  de- 
vise to  create  a,  popular  clamour  was  resort- 
ed to  on  thi^  occasion*  The  cbuith,  the 
theatre,   and  the  press,  had  labour^  to 
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crttle  a  pMJudjoe  a||«iiiit  tbe  81ave  Trade. 
It  ImkI  even  been  mainlaiiied  from  the 
piil|Ml«  that  **  Englaad  could  never  expert 
to  bt  ndoriouB  io  war,  while  she  persisted 
ift  ioch  an  abamiaaUe  traffic^**  Now  this 
dodfiaa,  which  certainly  ought  never  to 
faa»a  cooie  Irom  such  a  place,  hnd  been 
completely  ialisfied,  for  Endand  never  was 
wan  vidoiioBs  by  land  and  by  sea  than  in 
tha  present  reign,  and  in  the  present  war; 
aiul  aenie  of  ffaoae  victoiies  had  l»cen  ob- 
laioed  by  men  who,  in  another  phice  boldly 
firoAiflstd  their  opinion  to  be  agamst  this 
ML  The  attempts  to  make  a  popular 
damour  agamst  this  trade  were  never  so 
conspicioos  as  daring  the  late  Election, 
when  the  piiUic  newspapers  teemed  with 
ftbiise  af  this  trade,  and  wlien  promises 
meat  je^uiged  from  the  diiereni  candidates 
that  tb«y  would  oppose  its  coutinnatice. 
There  never  bad  been  any  question  agitated 
ainoa  thai  of  pariiametttary  reform,  in  wliicb 
an  much  industry  had  been  exerted  to 
wise  a  popular  pmjudice  and  ckimour, 
an4  to  nmke  the  trade  an  object  of  nni- 
ntfsai  detaitatioB*  In  every  nranulac  •  uring 
town  and  borough  in  the  kingdom,  all  those 
lUFts  had  baeD  tried-  It  was  not  his  in- 
laBlion  to  i|ieak  at  present  upon  the  gene- 
f$l  •ub.iect,  as  he  wouM  consider  it  dia- 
naspaetfiil  to  the  lords,  if  any  bill  which 
came  down  ftom  their  house  should  not  at 
kasl  be  lead  a  first  time;  but  as  it  iiiis 
U  aubj^et  Mspacttag  which  former  parlia* 
latala  had  axpiessed  i^reat  doubts,  and  as 
tha  bil  went  to  abrogate  alt  the  colonial 
laws  of  the  country,  he  intreated  that  the 
hmisa  wouM  give  the  measure  the  fullest 
ami  wast  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  W.  Phmer  begged  leave  to  set 
rigiiMbo  hon»  gent,  who  had  last  spoken ; 
a^  to  infgMa  kam,  that  no  one  man,  in  the 
adiaie  county  he  represented,  ever  asked 
him  to  pledge  knmseHF  upon  the  subject  of 
Ihi&biU.  He  eouW  assure  Irnn,  that  if  any 
taaa  had  asked  him  to  pledge  himself 
upon  that;  or  any  subject,  be  would  have 
aefused  to  accept  of  his  vote.  He  should, 
fhawftuNQ)  vote  quite  fi^ee  and  \mcofitrouled 
for  the  abolitioii  of  the  tn^de.  He  did 
aoikaoiw  what  the  hon.  gent,  might  have 
wet  with  ui^Hkorougfaa;  btit  as  to  cabinet 
loaasptes,  imi  cabinet  ministers^  he  cared 
INit  for  aby  aneasttrea  which  were  so  de- 
imBMBatad.  The  time  was,  whena  member 
liimU  ha^  been  eaMed  to  order  for  having 
hibted  at  such  things  as  cabinet  measures, 

Qattasal  Ckseoyne,  m  exphuntion^  sahf 


be  did  not  mean  to  express  himself  so  geae> 
rally  as  what  tiie  hon.  gent,  had  supposed 
he  had  done.  He  rather  meant  to  say,  tint 
there  was  scarcely  a  city  or  borough,  that 
had  not  imposed  restrictions  upon  the  repre- 
sentatives returned. 

BIr.  T.  fV.  Piummer  thoogiit  it  neces- 
sary, that  a  bill  of  such  general  mterest 
should  not  be  rapidly  carried  through  its 
diiN^rent  sta<;es,  but  that  sufficient  time 
should  be  given  for  the  considecatiou  of  the 
measure.  On  which  account,  he  concluded, 
that  the  proper  time  to  debate  the  question 
would  be  on  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
whkh  he  hoped  would  be  fixed  for  a  day 
sidKciently  distant  to  admit  of  memtiers 
being  fuinisbed  with  every  Information  oo 
this  important  subject. 

Lord  Hawick  wiis  almost  persuaded. 
that  from  the  irnmber  of  yean  which  baa 
elapsed  since  the  first  discussion  of  this 
bin,  and  from  the  frequent  debates  which 
had  since  taken  pbce  on  tliis  sul^ct,  as 
wed  as  the  decision  of  the  fast  parlianieat, 
there  would  be  no  necessity  to  postpone 
its  consideration  to  a  more  remote  period 
than  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  G.  nibbert  was  of  opinion  this  pe- 
riod would  not  be  sufiicient  to  admit  a  meet- 
ing of  those  merchants,  who  were,  ^bove  all 
others,  concerned  in  the  present  measure; 
and  therefore  requested  the  noble  iord 
would  put  off  the  second  teaduig  until  this 
day  fortnight.   . 

Lord  ri.  Petty  hoped  tiie  humane  mo- 
vers of  this  salutary  and  merciful  m^sure, 
would  persevere  m  brmging  it,  as  soon  as 
convenient,  agahi  before  the  house.  It 
had  already  l^eu  submitted,  for  above  a 
month  or  SIX  w^eks,  to  the  public,  daring 
its  discussion  in  the  upper  house,  from 
which  it  had  come  with  ievery  recommen- 
dation. As  that  house  undoubtedly  con- 
tained many  of  tlie  most  eulighteped  jtr4 
virtuous  statesmen,  this  was  a^  considera- 
tion, which  he  hoped  would  have  its  due 
weight  with  gentlemen.  He  cohcludc4 
with  expressmg  a  wbfa,  that  the  $ecou4 
reading  of  the  bill  should  not  iiieet  witl» 
any  unnecessary  delay. 

Captain  Herbert  thought  with  tbf  ^<^' 
gent,  n^ar  him  (Mr.  HmberQ  that  |im^ 
should  be  given  to  consider  ibc  conseftU^Or 
ces  arismg  n'cnn  the  pas^ng  of  the  hiB  jv^ 
now  reacL  Thia  l^U  h^  ^^  fif  9^^^ 
would  not  eSbct  the  »h9GU>n  pf  tN  §1^!^ 
Tra4e,  but  rather  wowW  Ji^mpse^  th^  jW 
of  the  Brlliah  Colonies  la  the  West  hdas,^ 
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and  consequently  of  our  finances  in  that 
pai-t  of  the  world.  As  to  the  argument  re- 
sorted to  by  the  noble  lord  who  proposed 
the  motion,  he  conceived  it  to-be  very  de- 
fective, inasmuch  as  he  was  not,  nor  could 
he  devise  bow  he  should  be,  bound  to 
conform  to  the  decision  of  the  hist  parlia- 
ment. 

Mf.  fT»  Adiingtan  thought  it  necessary 
to  defer  the  second'  reading  to  a  more  re- 
mote day.  In  which  opinion  he  was  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Lethbridge.  ' 

Mr.  /.  H.  Br6wne  said,  that,  though 
the  uniform  enemy  of  the.  Slave  Trader 
find  that  from  a  conviction  of  its  inj^jistice, 
inhumanity,  as  well  as  impolicy,  yet,  when 
an  innovation  was  about  to  be  made  on  the 
private  properties  of  a  considen^ble  portion 
of  this  commercial  country,  he  could  not 
think  the  suggested  delay  of  a  fortnight 
unreasonable.  He  should,  if  the  house 
divided  on  this  point,*  certainly  vote  for  the 
postponement,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
content  without  expressing  himself  as  he 
had  done,  lest  he  might  be  supposed  an 
enemy  to  the  abolition  of  this  detestable 
traffic.  • 

Lord  Tewjp/^  objected  to  the  day  intend- 
ed for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  and 
was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  the  reason  of  his 
noble  friend's  wishing  thus  to  hurry  the  bill 
through  its  stages.  He  conceived  it  would 
foe  prudent,  in  a  case  of  this  importance,  to 
furnish  the  house  with  a  printed  account  of 
the  evidaice  in  the  other  house.  It  should 
be  remembered,  that  this  bill  was  intro 
duced  with  the  blanks  filled  up,  anv\  in  this 
respect,  not  similar  to  other  bills,  on  their 
'  first  reading,  which  originate  in  this  house. 
From  these  circumstances,  he  was  induced 
to  hope  the  noble  lord  would  concur  with 
him  in  deferring  the  second  reading  for  an- 
other week. 

Mr.  Tiemey  tliought  there  was  abun- 
dance of  time  for  a .  meeting  of  the  West 
India  Planters;  and  the  same  counsel,  if  it 
sho\ild  be  thought  expedient  to  hear  coun- 
sel on  the  subject,  might  be  employed  in 
this,  as  in  the.other  house. 

Mr.  BubiAgton  thought  a  meetmg  of  tlie 
.West  India  Merchants  could  easily  be  call- 
ed within  the  time  appointed  by  the  noble 
lord. 

Mr.  Hibbert  then  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  the  second  reading  be  fixed  for 
this  day  fortnight. 

Lord  Hawick  wishing  above  all  things, 
that  no  preteifce  should  be  given  for  cavil- 


Ihig,  to  the  enemies  of  the  bill,  he  would, 
if  the  hoA.  gent  withdrew  his  amendment; 
fix  the  second  reading  for  Friday  week ; 
which, being  assented  to,  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading  on  Friday  se'nnight,  was  put 
and  carried. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday  February  \l. 

[Finance  CoMMiyrEE.]  Mr.  Bid- 
dulph  moved  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Ellison 
be  added  to  the  list  of  persons  appointed 
yesterday  as  a  select  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  mto  the  salaries  and 
emoluments  annexed  to  publk  offices. 

Mr.  Bathurst  declared  that  he  could  not 
avoid  resisting  a  motion  of  this  nature. 
The  committee  at  present  consisted  of  t2 
instead  of  21;  the  more  usual  number  of 
meiiibers;  and,  if  the  practice  of  adding 
names  to  a  select  committee  were  to  be 
encouraged  by  the  house  acceding  to  the 
proposal  of  adding  any  name,  however  re-> 
spectable,  to  a  committee  already  so  nume- 
rous, as  this  was,  instead  of  select :  they 
would  have  almost  general  committees, 
when  they  were  voted  to  be  select  ones,  as 
every  other  member  would  have  an  equitfl 
right  to  propose  the  additk>n  of  whatever 
person  he  might  think  particularly  quali^  . 
fied  to  serve  on  the  committee  then  spoken 
of.  If  one  was  to  be  proposed  in  the  btead 
of  another,  however  disagreeable  it  nxight 
be  to  their  feelings,  gentlemen  must  see 
that  that  would  be  a  fairground  of  discus* 
sion. 

Mr.  Calvert  supported  the  motion  on  the 
ground  of  the  probability  that  some  of  the 
members  might  be  absent  from  their  duty 
at  the  committee ;  and  aidverted  to  .an  'm- 
stance  where  he  had  seen  only  one  honour- 
able member,  (Mr.  Bathurst)  acting  io  a 
comniittee-room. 

Mr.  Bathurst  explamed  to  the  house 
that  he  was  at  that  tinie  engaged  in  makmg  • 
abstracts  from  the  statements  which  were 
in  the  voluminous  documents  bofore  the^ 
committee.  It  would<»be  perfectly  useless 
for  i4  or  15  persons  to  attempt  to  perform 
such  a  task.  In  this  he  could  only  suppose 
that  he  acted  .as  an  assitant  to  the  clerk, 
and  not  that  he  personated  the  committee.' 

Lord  H.  Petty  reminded  the  heuse  that 
Xht  committee  of  finance, ,  w))ose.  labours 
were  e3teemed  to  be  particularly  advanta- 
geous to  the  public,  and  with  whom  the 
house  was  most  particularly  well  satbliedy 
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fembterf  of  oiilyl5  membera,  and  yet»  dow 
Ibat  tlie  phn  was  completely  deaigoed  be> 
fore  itien,  when  the  labour  must  neceKnrily 
have  been  considerably  decrtaied,  the  bouse 
m'as  to  be  told  tbut  '22  persons  wew  not 
«qiial  to  the  task.  The  names  had  not  been 
chosen  by  ballot;  they  were  each  announ* 
ced  singly  in  an  open  manner  to  the  house, 
and  were  thus  the  polled  representatives  of 
the  whole  body  of  the  house.  He  appeal- 
ed to  the  house  itM^lf,  whether  there  was 
aosy  possibility  of  there  beini;  a  committee 
teoreimpaitially  diosen;  they  were  a  selec- 
tion of  tlie  men  most  eminent  for  their  ta- 
knt  and  independence  within  those  whIIs. 
and  m^t  be  said  to  have  been  culled  from 
^▼ery  class  of  men,  except  that  class  w  liicli 
most  assuredly  the  hon.  gent,  could  not 
thuA  the  liest  qnalilkd  for  acting  on  u 
committee,  ^ch  as  that  of  which  they  were 
then  speaking ;  the  class  of  placemen  be 
«eait.  He  had  not,  lor  bis  own  part,  the 
sttiaHest  objection  to  the  gentleman  altnded 
4o  teing  one  ^  the  committee ;  but  then 
liis  name  should  have  tieen  mentioned  be- 
fore a  committee  of  22  persons  were  actu- 
ally chosen  by  the  house, 

Mr.  Johfuiime  declared,  that  the  noble 
Ijord  had  not  satisfied  his  mind  upon  this 
liead.  The  former  committee,  he  agreed 
with  the  noble  iord  in  saying,  had  disr 
charged  their  duty  iu  a  manner  higlily  cre- 
ditable to  themselves,  and  beneficial  to  the 
aervice  of  Uie  ptiMic  He  had  no  doubt  also 
that  the  present  coanmittee  were  as  eminent- 
ly qualified  as  the  noble  lord  had  described, 
to  perform  the  task  assigned  to  them  with 
tionoor  and  ability.  'But  still  he  thdnglit  it 
ivas  rather  Inrd  that,  aAer  his  lion,  friend 
had  BQggested  the  propriety  of  adoptii^g  a 
mea^>ne,  though  he  unquestionably  was  not 
so  capable  of  supporting  it  astlie  noble 
lofd  itvas,  and  though  the  noble  lord  entire- 
ly concurred  with  liun,  and  supported  hhn 
'inHhe  main  object  of  his  motion,  with  only 
some  little  variation  of  terms;  he  still  thought 
itians  rather  hard  tliat-liis  boa.  fit €»d  should 
Slot  be  flowed  to  name  one  penon  for  the 
eommittee.  There  had  been  instances  of 
lUimes  lieing  added  to  select  oommittees  on 
inany  former  oecasbns. 

Mr.  JFreemtmtie  Hho  bore  testimony  to 
file,  iies|Mctahiiity  of  the  names  on  the  pre- 
sent list;  in&ct  he  oonld  not  see  that  it  was 
jiosrible  to  select  22  more  independent, 
SBOfe  eapable,  ovn^re  honourable  men. 
As  to  precedent,  he  .did  not  thkk  that  it 
%i«B  naocssaryto  be  resorted  to  in  auGha 


ease  as  the  fMwenl:  bnt  ereii  on  the  acom 
of  precedent,  Ik  nndenlood  that  it  was 
eontimry  to  the*  cataUisbed  usage  of  the 
house  to  add  any  names  after  the  conplcla 
appointment  of  a  finance  comoutke.— Tbe 
gallei^  was  then  cleared  for  a  divimij  bat 
the  motioa  was  withdrawn. 

noTJSS  OF  LOltDS. 
Thursday  Fehruary  12. 

[Loud  Dunstanville*s  Indemnity 
Bill.]  The  Lord  Chanceiior  left  the  wool* 
sack,  to  observe,  that  a  noble  k)Hl  (De  Dan- 
stanville),  having  inadvertently  assisted  al 
|Hirt  of  the  d«'bate  on  the  Shive  Trade  bill, 
without  having  previously  qualified  hmiself 
by  taking  the  usual  oaths  and  his  seat^the 
noble  lord  had  thereby  incurred  certain 
pains  and  penalties  prescribed  by  an  act  of 
Charles  11-  Their  lordships  would  natu* 
rally  observe  that  tlie  membeis  of  that 
house,  being  liereditary  memben  of  the 
legislature,  might  readily  be  supposed  to 
overlook  or  forget  the  ceremonies  of  taking 
the  oaHis  every  new  parliament.  Such  was 
the  inatlvertency  the  noble.  lord  had  lapsed 
into,  the  sane  as  had  been  iacitrred  by  a 
noble  marquis  (Lawnsdowne)  some  yean 
ago.  iu  that  case  his  majesty's  will  and 
pleasure  was  consulted,  and  instructkaii 
given  to  brbg  in  a  bill  to  ind^nnify  that 
noUe  lord,  as  quickly  as  the  bill  could  be 
gone  through.  What  he  had  to  |ierfomi 
on  the  present  occasion  would  be  sq«iaied 
upon  that  precedent ;  and  he  now  held  a 
bill  in  ^is  hand  similar  to  that  pi^posed  ia 
the  case  of  tl^  noble  marquis,  which  he 
trusted  the  house  would  allow  to  pass 
through  its  'different  stages  as  nqpadly  as 
possible.  He  should  now*propose  that  it 
be  re^  a  first  time. 

Lord  Walhingham  hmied  th^t  theslandr 
ing  orders  of  the  house  did  not  allow  the 
bill  to  go  through  more  than  oae  stage  la 
•a  day — After  a  few  words  from  the  kr4 
chancellor,  the  bill  was  read  a  first  tune^ 


House  of^Combmxns. 
Thuradny  February  12.  - 
[Minutes.]  The  followiiig  membeis 
were  a|ipoiated  a  committee  to  try  the  me- 
rits of  tlie  petition  compkaiiing-of'an  undue 
election  for  the  borough  ofchippenham : 
N.  Calvert,  esq.  W.  l^^hngh,  e$q..itfilliam 
Fawkes,  esfi.  hon.  A.  Gobper,  lord  Mafaon^ 
A.  Eyre,  esq.  %  OdeU^es^.  h  ti.  Stmt, 
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e^.hoii.T.Bnihd,  F.  Milnes,  esq.  N,  Barnes, 
esq.  W.  Mills,  esq.  H.  M.  Ogle,  esq* — 
Nominees:  lord  vis.  Marshani.  sir  Thomas 
Tnrton-^Mr.  Hobbouse  brought  in  the 
Greenwich  rc^al  naval  asyhini  bill,,  which 
was  read  a  firrtHme, — Mr.  Adflin«^ou  nao- 
ved  for  copies  of  all  the  correspondence 
between  the  governors  of  the  West  India 
eolonies  and  others,  since  the  year  1 799, 
relative  to  the  importation  of  slaves,  which 
were  ordered  accordingly. — Lord  Hmvick 
moved  that  the  house  be  called  over  on 
Tuesday  next,  which  was  agreed-  to.— Lord 
Temple  brought  in  the  Sierra  Leone  trans- 
fer bill,  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

[Nbw  Plan  op  Fi?jan€B. — Lord 
Castlereagh's  Financial  Resolu- 
tions.] Lord  Casttereegh  said,  that  ui  tlie 
whole  course  of  his  parliamentary  experi- 
ence, he  had  never  felt  more  dilticuHy  in 
rising  to  address  the  house  than  he  felt  on 
the  present  occasion.  He  Iiad  to  review 
the  new  and  extended  Plan  of  Finance  pro- 
posed by  the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord 
Henry  Petty),  and  to  compare  it  in  all  its 
parts,  and  all  its  bearings,  with  the  present 
System.  When  he  considered  with  what 
deliberation  the  noble  lord  must  have  pre- 
pared his  plan,  and  what  able  assistance  he 
had  to  complete  it,  it  was  so  disagreeable  a 
thing  for  an  individual  like  himself  to  state 
any  thing  hi  opposition  to  it,  that  nothing 
but  an  imperious  sense  of  duty  could  M^art 
rant,  or  iriduce  him  to  oiler  himself  to  the 
house  with  that  view.  But  the  di^erence 
between  his  opinions  and  those  maintained 
%y  the  noble  lord  was  so  great,  that  there 
roust  be  some  material  errors  on  one  side 

,  or  the  other.  Considering  the  advantages 
tlie  noble  lord  had  with  respect  to  the 
means  of  viewing  the  subject,  the  errors 
were  probably  on  his  own  side :  but  such 
was  Mie  conviction  in  his  own  mi/ id  of  the 
truth  of  his  own  views  of  the  subject,  that 
he  felt  it  a  paramount  dXity  to  give  the  house 
an  opportunity  of  comparing  his  o|>ioions 
and  calculations  with  those  of  the  noble 
lord.  He  by  no  means  wished  to  depreci- 
ate the  ooble  lord's  plan  on  any  general 
grounds.  The  facts  and  the  reasons  upon 
which  his  opinions  were  formed  he  would 
stSEte  specificaily  to  the  house ;  and  as  he 
had£e&  it  impossible  to  foHow  the  noble 

I  lord  opposite  in  the  statement  he  had  made 
oo  a  foffmernight,  in  a  manner  so  credit- 
abie  to  fafim>  from  its  clearness,  it  was  his 
wish  to  follow  the  example  of  the.  noble 
loot  aiut  to  leave  kk  oj^mna  open  to  the 


examination  of  those  who  possessed  thie 
best  means  of  correcting  any  errors .  they 
might  contain,  and  to  give  an  opportunity 
to  them  to  come  to  parliament  on  the  fur- 
ther consickration  of  this  great  subject^ 
wi»h  the  most  correct  views,  foiUJed  upon 
the  raoM  deliberate  and  extensive  exami-v 
nation.  He  hoped  that,  from  these  con- 
siderations, the  Iiouse  would  grant  him  its  • 
indulgent  construction,  to  aid  him  in  the* 
task  iie  had  to  perform  in  calling  upon  pur- 
liament  to  weigh  the  grounds  upon  which 
he  was  led  to  doubt  of  the  solidity  of  tht$ 
:  system  proposed  by  the  noble  lord.  He 
was  anxious  that  the  difference  between 
him  and  the  noble  lord  should  not  be  ta- 
ken to  be  greater  than  it  was.  There  were 
many  views  and  many  gener4l  principles  in 
the  noble  lord's  statement,  which  he  was 
not  di8])osed  to  <|uestion : .  no  principle  waf 
more  clear  than  the  propriety  of  consider- 
ingat  what  time,  consistently  with  equity  to- 
wards tlie  Stockholder,  the  produce  of  the 
sinking  fund  in  a  certain  proportion,  might 
be  diverted  frorti  its  original  destination,, 
and  applied  to  the  current  service.  If  the 
Sinking  Fund  were  allowed  to  proceed  in 
its  operation  to  the  extinction  of  the  whole 
public  debt,  a  new  order  cf  things  would 
be  created,  and  the  relative  value  of  everv 
thing  as  it  stood  now' would  be  destroyed. 
He  therefore  agreed  with  the  noble  lord, 
that  at  some  time  parliament  would  be 
called  upon  to  consider  what  oilght  to  be 
the  maximum  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  be 
applied  to  the  extmetion  of  the  debt. 
He  was  ready  also  to  allow  that  the  time 
might  come  when  the  principle  of  rais- 
ing the  expences  of  war  within  the  year 
might  become  oppressive^  and  proper  to- 
be  got  rid  of.  He  was  tlicrefore  pre* 
pared  to  say,  that  a  maximum  might  be 
put  to  the  Sinking  Fund  in  time  of  peace* 
and  that  even  in  time  of  war  it  might  be 
proper  at  some  period  to  limit  it,  and  to 
apply  the  sur)3lus  to  prevent  war  taxes, 
from  being  pushed  to  the  extreme.  It  was 
difficult  to  say  at  what  point  all  the  bear- 
ings of  this  question  might  be  made  te 
meet  That  was  too  nice  a  question  for 
him  to  discuss  here.  But  the  noble  lord 
having  built  hb  s^^stem  upon  cakulations 
involving  that  principle,  it  became  the  du- 
ty of  every  man  to  examine  the  point,  and 
to  state  his  motiye  for  differing  with  the 
noble  lord,  or  for  supporting  him.  ,  He 
was  actuated,  not  by  a  wish  to  differ  firom 
the  noble  lord|  Init  by  a  fear>  tM  the  »u< 
3A2 
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pentnicture  which  the  noble  lords  plan! 
went  to  rear,  was  not  built  upon  any  solid  I 
fouhdatioo.    Any  one  who  looked  to  such 
an  extended  system  of  warfare  as  the  pre- 
sent, must  be  convinced,  that  it  would  be 

.  unwise  not  to  prepare  ourselves  to  follow 
it  toiin  indefinite  length.     He  was  not  dis- 
pleased that  the  noble  lord  had  thought  it 
right  to  go  the  length  of  calculation,  upon 
a  probable  duration  of  20  years.     But  it 
was  too  much  to  incorporate  the  calcula- 
tion of  the  expences  of  such  a  length  of 
time  into  arrangements  to  be  adopted  at 
present.     It  was  impossible  that  parliament 
could  now  provide  for  occasions  so  distant, 
and  events  so  uncertain,  without  involving 
itself  in  infinite  contradictions  and  enibar- 
rassments.     He  therefore  owned,  he  wished 
the  arrangements  for  the  present  year  had 
been  built  on  an  extensive  view  wilhout 
calling  upon  parlianient  to  adopt  arrange^ 
ments  of  the  same  extent,  which  it  was  im- 
possible it  could  do  with  information  or 
judgment.     He  admitted  that  unless  data 
were  assumed,  it  was  impossible  to  reason, 
or  to  arpve  at  any  determination.     But 
^hi^  he  feared  was,  that  by  the  assumption 
of  fallacious  data,  far  from   bemg  enabled 
to  proceed  consistently,  through  a  series 
f>f  20  years,  we  should  be  led  into  conti- 
nual errors.    The  noble  lord,  in  looking 
to  so  small  an  expenditure  as  32,00(),()00l. 
hoped  not  only  to  be  able  to  cover  that 
expenditure,  but  to  provide  for  its  iiKi- 
dental  excesses.    But  the  expenditure  of 
32,000,()()()1.  was  an  expenditure  cut  down 
from  41,00<),000L  and  in  putting  it  for- 
ward as  the  probable  amount  of  our  war 
expenditure,  tlie  noble  lord  should  take 
eare  not  to  mblead  the  country  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  burthens  it  would   have  to 
bear.    He  was  sure  the  noble  lord   must 
have  derived  from  the  source  with  which 
he  was  so  honourably  connected,  principles 
which  would  be  very  far  from  disposing 
him  from  rendering  his  countrymen   the 
*'  Penitus  toto  div'i^os  orbe  Brilaunos."  He 
was  sure  the  noble  lord  would  be  sorry  to 
tliink  that  we  should  be  prevented  from  co* 
operating,  even  by  money,  to  the  exertions 
which  might  still  be  made  for  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  world  from  the  common  enemy. 
If  the  noble  lord  had  looked  to  the  average 
expence  of  the  last  war  under  this  head  ; 
if  he  had  looked  to  the  average  expences  of 
the  last  four  years  in  pat^icular,  he  would 
jiave  foimd  that  there  was  an  annual  con- 
tingent charge  of  3,700,oppl.for  expences, 


which  he  had  left  wholly  out  of  hb  calcu* 
lation  ;  and  therefore,  .on  this  ground,  he 
was  sorry,  without  entering  into  the  pros- 
pect of  20  years,  that  the  noble  lord  had 
calcuhted  for  the  present  circnmstauces 
only.    Tliere  were  at  the  present  time  very 
strong  motives  for  calculating  on  a  difierent 
plan.    He  thought  it  too  much  to  calculate, 
that  we  could  hold  out  for  a  war  of  20 
years  duration  on  an  expenditure  of  32 
millions,    witl;out  any  increase*    But  he 
was  more  inclined  to  close  with  the  noble 
Iord*s  data,  and  to  come  to  issue  upon  bis 
principles,  leaving  tiie  particulars  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  committee,  where  some  friends 
of  his,  better  acquainted  with  the  details  of 
these  subjects  than  he  was,  would  make 
some  observations  upon  them.     He  thought 
be  had  the  nieans  of  proving,  that  the  noble 
lortl-s  plan,  if  acted  upon  and  carried  fully 
into  execution,  would  be  the  means  of  in* 
volving  tlie  country  in  great  embarrassments, 
if  not  in  compleat  ruin,  and  what  yi?a  still 
worse,  in  unnecessary .  and  gratuitous  ruin. 
He  was  sensible  of  the  flifiiculty  of  the  task 
he  had  undertaken.     But  he  trusted  that 
the  arguments  with  which  he  would  endea* 
vour  to  establish  his  opinions,  would  be  re- 
ceived with  indulgence  and  liberality,  from 
the  consideration  that  the  (mints  to  which 
they  referred  deserved  the  fullest  attention. 
In  examining  the  system  of  the  noble  lord^ 
he  hoped  he  sliould  he  permitted  to  sepa- 
rate two  questions,  and  that  those  who 
heard  him  would  keep  them  distinct.    First, 
Whether  it  was  wise  that  any  measures 
should  now  be  adopted  with  respect  to  the 
Sinkbg  Fuiid  ?    and,  secondly.  If  it  was 
consistent  that  such  measures  should  now  be 
adopted,  whether  it  was  consistent  that  they 
should  be  adopted  with  a  view  to  tlieir  ta- 
king place  20  years  hence  ]     With  respect 
to  the  appropriation  at  the  present  time, 
he  would   not  question .  the  fact-  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  would  afford  in  1 826,  a  sur- 
plus applicable  as  the  noble  lord  stated. 
The  noble  lord  m*.ist  allow,  that  the  sura  of 
l,20(),(K)0l.  to  the  charge  of  which,  divest- 
ed from  the  War  Taxes,- this  surplus  would 
be  then  applicable,  was  in  itself  a  fund  on 
which  parliament  might  raise  and  might 
charge  loans,  and  on  which,  any  system  of  fi- 
nance might  be  built,  either  the  presentactual 
system,  or  that  proposed  by  the  noble  lord* 
The  written  exphmation  of  the  noble  lord's 
plan  stated,  that,  conformably  to  themode 
in  which  the  noble  lord  wished  to  raise  the 
loans,;  the  Property  Tax  of  11,500|OOOU. 
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was  as  liable  to  those  loans  as  any  other 
part  of  the  War  Taxes,  but  Uiat  was  a  fal- 
lacy. In  cbarpng  War  Loans,  amounting 
to  a  capital  of  210  million,  the  noble  lord 
had  assumed  that  the  War  Taxes  were  ap- 
plicable to  the  discharge  of  it.  But  parlia- 
ment was  pledged  to  the  country  to  repeal 
the  War  Taxes  in  the  ev^nt  of  peace. 
T)ius,  the  pledge  of  parliament  was  to  be 
violated  in  order  to  cover  witl)  all  these 
absorptions  of  the  War  Taxes,  a  principle 
which  must  involve  in  ruin  any  individual 
or  any  country  that  had  recourse  to  it,  bor- 
rowing the  mterest  of  loans,  ^p^  constitu- 
ting that  interest  so  borrowed  info  a  pemia- 
Dcnt  funded  debt.  He  would  ask  the  no- 
ble lord  if  he  had  considered  the  conse- 
quences of  borrowing  any  given  sum  hi  that 
way,  and  compared  tiiem  with  the  conse- 
quences of  borrowhig  the  same  sum  under 
the  usual  system.  .  One  of  the  resolutions 
be  should  have  to  submit  would  be  found- 
ed on  the  principle  of  this  comparison.  If 
the  abstract  principle  of  the  system  had  a 
disadvantage  in  this  respect,  the  mischievous 
influence  of  the  principle  would  extend  to 
every  part  of  the  superstructure  he  had 
raised  upon  it.  It  was  a  grateful  and  a 
proud  question  for  t)ie  house,  if  it  could  go 
into  the  consideration  of  the  propriety  of 
releasing  the  country  from  any  part  o^  i^^ 
present  burthens.  But  he  wished  the  noble 
lord  in  that  view  also  to  consider  his  own 
system  comparatively  with  that  which  he 
now  proposed  to  substitute.  The  noble 
lord  proposed  to  raise  12  millions  by  Loan, 
on  an  appropriation  of  ten  per  cent,  and 
1,200,0001.  at  6  i>er  cent.  He  ^vbhed  to 
compare  the  effect  of  this  with  theeflect  of 
an  operation  of  the  same  amount  under  the 
old  sys|em-  The  ultimate  result  would 
be,  under  the  new  system,  a  charge  of 
6*0,144,0001.  before  the  period  of  extinc- 
tion, while  under  the  old  system,  the  charge 
would  be  only  30,[)60,000l.  Thus  there 
would  be  a  loss  to  the  public  of  29, 1 84,000l. 
This  manner  of  comparative  consideration 
would  prove  the  difference  of  the  advantages 
with  which  the  ws^  could  be  carried  on,  on  the 
old  plan  or  on  the  new;  and  those  points 
of  comparison  which  he  was  about  to  sub- 
mit were  the  only  points  ho  could  discover. 
The  complicated  and  extended  scale  of  the 
noble  lord  could  not  be  well  comprehended 
without  looking  at  its  ultimate  results.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  consider, 
first,  the  rehitive  amount  of  tiie  capital  bor- 
xowed  ^ccosding  to  jtbe  new  system  find  the 


eld ;  2dly,  the  relative  amount  of  the  public 
debt,  and  the  effect  of  the  operations  of 
the  old  and  the  new  plan  upon  it;  3dly,  the 
relative  qualities  of  both  systems  with  re- 
spect to  the  charges  they  would  create  in  a 
period  of  20  years ;  4thly,  the  relative  faci- 
lity with  which  they  would  admit  of  mitiga- 
tions of  the  present  burthens;  and  5thly; 
what  relative  state  they  would  leave  the 
finances  in  at  the  conclusion  of  their  ope- 
rations. By  a  comparison  of  the  quantity 
of  capital  to  be  borrowed,  the  noble  lord 
would  feel  how  he  would  be  best  enabled' 
to  provide  for  a  war  expenditure  of 
32,000,000  L  and  if  it  could  be  shewn  that 
by  any  means  a  loan  of  11,000,0001.  could 
be  raised,  whhout  materially  adding  to  out' 
preaent  burthens,  which  loan,  in  addition  to 
21,000,0001.  of  war  taxes,  would  make 
the  desired  sum  of  32,000,0001.  the  ad- 
vantages of  such  a  plan  would  be  obvious. 
He  would  compare  the  amount  of  capital 
borrowed,  at  thb  rate,  of  eleven  millions 
annually,  with  the  amount  of  capital,  at  the 
same  time  under  the  noble  lord's  plan.  At 
the  rale  of  11,000,(KK)I.  annually,  only 
2IO,000,Or)Ol.  would  be  borrowed  On  the 
whole  period  of,  20  years,  without  any  of 
the  embarrassing  machmery  of  tlie  noble 
lord's  plan.  According  to  the  noble  lord's 
plan,  there  would  be  raised  m  the  same 
period  by  War-loans  210,000,0001.;  and  , 
in  Supplementary  Loans,  204,200,0001: 
making  a  total  of  41^,200,0001.  There 
was  thus  an  excess  of  capital,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  the  new  plan,  of  no  less  amoimt 
than  1 90,200,0001.  exclusive  of  82,000,0001 
borrowed  on  the  war  taxes,  and  redeemed 
within  the  period.  Certainly  it  was  not  a 
matter  of  indefinite  importance  and  policy, 
whether  such  an  immense  sum  should  be 
raised  beyond  what  would  be  necessary 
under  accustomed  and  more  simple  ar- 
rangements, while  the  whole  of  the  war- 
taxes  would  be  absorbed  at  the  end  of  14 
years,  and  the  whole  32  millions  would  be 
to  be  raised  without  any  aid  from  them. 
There  was  little  room  to  doubt  that  a  ne- 
#ssity  for  going  mto  the  market  for  a  loan 
of  such  vast  amount  M'ould  in  a  few  years 
have  as  great  an  effect  in  destroying  credit 
aiid  capital  as  that. anticipated  by  the  noble 
lord  from  the  unlimited  operations  of  the 
Sinkmg  Fund,  and  the  extinction  of  the 
whole  public  debt  Thus  the  new  plan  was 
hijurious,  not  only  m  respect  to  the  great 
accumulation  of  capital  borrowed,  but  also 
in  r^qpect  to  the  vast  change  it  wai  calciH 


'    Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


fSl] 


PAUL.  DEBATER,  Feb.  l2,  l9(i7.^NewPhm4fFhuince: 


[7St 


Isted  to  make  ID  the  market.  Another  point 
of  cooipansoo  was  the  state  of  both  plaos 
at  the  eiad  of  to  jears;  and  abo  the  com- 
panitive  state  of  the  Sinkiog  Fund ;  for  he 
wac  ready  to  allow  that  an  increase  of  debt 
might  be  compensated  by  an  amelioration 
iu  the  Smking  Fund',  and  therefore  iha 
comparison  of  the  debt  alone  wooid  not 
suffice.  If  1 1  millions  were  to  be  borrowed 
every  year  for  20  years,  the  amoimt  of  the 
Pubtic  Debt  at  that  time,  according  to  the 
calculations  in  the  noble  lord  s  tables, 
would  be  in  money  value,  f  70,443,3051. 
The  present  amount  in  money  value,  was 
S63,793,722/L  Thus  there  would  be  a 
decrease  of  debt  according  to  the  old 
system^  to  so  considerable  an  amount  as 
93,350,4171.  According  to  the  new  sys- 
tem of  the  noble  lord»  the  money  value  of 
the  debt  would  be  in  the  present  year 
364,993*722/.  The  amount  in  1826,  would 
be  455,537,992/.  This  would  be  an  in- 
crease of  deht  m  money  value  of  90,544,2 1 0/ 
which,  lidded  to  93^50,417/.  the  diminu- 
tion that  might  be  effected  by  adhering  to 
the  old  system,  would  make  a  total  disad- 
vantage of  1 83,894,6671-  in  amount  of  debt 
iamoney  value, together  with  196,000,0001. 
increase  of  ca|Mtal  t>orrowed  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  new  plan-— He  would  now  pro- 
ceed to  compare  the  efiect  of  the  two  (lians 
with  respect  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  Accor- 
ding to  the  old  system,  ihe  present  amount 
of  the  Fund  was  8^515,042/.  In  1826  it 
would  be,  following  still  the  calculations  in 
the  noble  lord's  tables,  27,1 1 5,88'l/.  being 
an  increase  in  20  years  of  18,610,839/. 
According  to  the  pkin  of  the  noble  lord 
*  the  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  in- the 
present  year  would  be  8,935,1)42/.  In 
1826  it  jvould  be  26,901,360/.  affording 
an  increase  of  17»966,318/.  in  20  years; 
but  falling  short  of  tlie  improvement  by 
the  old  system  in  644,421/.  According  to 
the  new  plan  there  would  be  but  a  sinking 
fund  of  26,901,360/.  on  an  increased  debt 
of  455,537,932/.  while  the  present  System 
would,  if  Ibllowed,  give  a  smking  fund  of 
$7ill5,88l/.  on  the  reduced  debt  ^ 
S70,443,305/.  The  proportion  of  the  «uk- 
iDg  fund  to  the  delit,  under  the  present 
plan,Vould  be  in  1826,  above  1-lOtfa;  ae« 
cording  to  tbe  noble  lord'9  plan,  it  would 
be  but  l-17th.  According  to  the  present 
•ystem,  the  interest  on.lheSinkiiig  Fund 
would  go  on  aecumAdaliog  at  compound 
interest  tiM  thexkbt  would  be  extinguished. 
According  lo  the  oew  FbOj  having  readied 


its  maumun  of  28»l55,358ll  tn  the  vear 
1 820,  would  iiavedeKeoded«o26,90l,360/. 
in  the  year  1835,  and  would  continue  to 
dechne  so  long  as  tbe  excesses  would  be 
applied  to  pay  the  interest  oi  Snpple- 
raentary  Loans,     lie  wished  the  noble  lord 
to  continue  the  calculations  of  four  of  his 
own  tables,  from  years  beyond  the  year 
1 826.    Nothing  further  wouki  be  requisite 
to  prove  to  hun  the  fallacy  of  his  phin. — 
The  next  point  of  comparison  was,  tbe 
charge  of   borrowing    11,(KK),000/.— The 
charge  for  laftciest  uid  Sinking  Fund  for 
this  loan  would  be,  according  to  the  pre- 
set system,  733,333/.     The  amount  of 
charges  lor  these  Loans  for  20^  years,  or 
220,000,000/.  would  be  1 4,666,660/.     Ac 
cording  to  the  new  Plan,  the  charge  for  Sup- 
plementary  Loans,  amounting  m  20  years 
to  204,000,000/.  would   be    14,266^88/. 
And  the  loss  by  War  Tuxes  mortgaged  for 
14  years,  till  libemteid,  in  successive  por- 
tions, according  to  the  series  in  which  they 
had    been  appropriated,   2F,ooo/.     Tbe 
charges  of  the  Supplementary  Loans,  only 
under  tbe  new  plan»  would  amount  to 
within  370,272/.  of  tlie  whole  charges  un^ 
der  the  present  system ;  with  the  addition^ 
al  loss  of  the  whole  of  the  war  taxes  mort- 
gaged away  for  war  loans,  for  14  years ; 
under  )hese  circumstances  the  house  would 
not  be  at  a  loss  to  dec?de  to  which  of  the 
two  systems  the  preference  was  due.*^Tfae 
next  point  of  comparison  was  the  relative 
means  of  relieving  tbe  country  from  taxes, 
and  be  admitted  that  if  this  could  be  done 
without  injury  to  those  who  had  advanced 
their  pctfperiy  for  the  service  of  their  coun- 
tr^,  tlie  people  who  had  so  manfully  borne 
up  against  the  difficulties -and  dangers  of 
the  present  time,  were  justly  entitled  to  * 
that  relief,  and  it  was  h^dy  dejsirable  to 
tbe  legisiaturc  to   be  able  to  afibrd   it. 
With  reference  to  tins  object,  he  would 
compare  tlie  state  of  the  Sinking  Fund  ac- 
cording to  the  effect  of  its  own  mherent 
princif^es  under  tbe  present  system,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  apptiaitum  of  the  aobiie  lord's 
plan  to  it     Could  th^  period  be  fixed, 
at  which  we  might  look  to  an  aj^ieablft 
success  upon  the  siokmg  fund  above  what 
onght  to  be  apf^ied  to  its  special  pwpose ; 
and  if  ttwt  period  covld  he  aso^imed  to 
be  at  the  end  often  yean^tiie  li,l!^,609/; 
which  it  was  pntpssed  to  taise  Arcttn  il  at 
that  tinae,  iw  tiie  chai|^  of  MqpplniieBtwy 
loans,  tidghl  aa  w^  ha  appmprialad  td 
the  pajmaot^of  hilBKst  fif  iaaair  laMd 
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9ccoidiiig  \o  the  present  fiystem,  or  applied 
tp  the  oiitigiitioa  of  tbe  public  buitheas, 
in.  any  olher    manner.      So  migtit   tfae 
GS3,i)92LQi  annuities  likely  to  fall  in  iii  the 
SO  years.      So  might  the  new  taxes  of 
2f)2,0O0/.   annually  on    an    avers^ge,    or 
!2^05 1,000/.  on  the  %vhi4e  proposed  to  be 
raised  by  the  noble  lord's  plan,  between 
tiie  third  and  the  tenth  year  of  his  series. 
These  sums  alto^iier  making  i  3,856,85 1  /. 
were  equally  applicable  to  the  present  sys- 
tem, or  to  any  oUier,  as  they  were  to  thi^t 
of  the  noble  lord.     As  applied  to  the 
charges    of    the    Supplementary    Loans, 
amounting  to  14.296*386/.  this  araoui^it  of 
Ways  and  Means  of  13,856,000/.  left  a 
deficiency  of  440,388/.     As  applied  to  the 
charges  of  aimual  loans  of  1 1,000,000/. 
for  20  years  under  tlie  .present  system,  be- 
ing ,14,656,660/.  it  left  a  deficiency  of 
$09,799/.  Deductuig  from  this  deficiency 
of  809,799/.  the  deficiency,  under  the  new 
-plan  in  the  application  of  the  same  W^ys 
and  '  Means  to  the  Supplementary  Loans 
only,  there  would  remain  a  dififereace  of 
only  369,411/.;  and  that  was  the  whole 
consideration   for  which  our  taxes  were 
mortgaged  and  alienated,     ft  was  an  insult 
to  the  country,  which  had   so  matufuUy 
borne  up  against  the  difiicuUies  of  the  tun^, 
and  had  burthened  itself  witli  war  taxes  in 
order  to  prevent  any  accumulation  of  debt 
in  war  tune ;  it  was  a  reproach  io  it  to  im- 
agine for  a  moment,  that,  however  desirous 
it  may  be  to  be  relieved  from  the  rigour  of 
its  present  hardships,  it  would  seek  such  a 
pitiful  relief  at  the  ex,pence  of  so  great  an 
ultimate  sacrifice ;  it  was  an  msult  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  cfHintcy  would  rather  su^r 
their  war  taxes  to  be  cosumed  by  war 
Joans,  rather  than  prevent  that  evil,  rather 
than  charge  its^elf  with  additional  taxes,  to 
the  amount  of  369,41 1/.  which  wilh  the 
'Ways  and  Means  appropriated  by  the  no- 
ble lord's  pkm  to  the  Supplementary  Loans 
merely,  would  enable  the'  country  to  sus- 
tain a  War  Expenditnie  of  32  millions.    It 
liad  never  been  considered  as.partof  the 
dnty  of  those  who  sat  on  that  side  of  the 
bouse,  to  propose  Financial   Plans,  and 
those  who  ventured  to  propose  such  plans 
'Wju4«red   fNHH.  their  proper   luic;    but 
whan  he  came  forward  4o  dispute  the  Sys- 
tem of  Finance  pr«afioaed  by  the  nobk  lord, 
lie  thought  he  could  do  no  less  than  point 
^Mrt  another  plim,  which  would  enable  the 
mUe  lord  lo  ineet  Uie  difficulties  of  the 
4in^  ¥^Q^  WS  9(  Mke  .eBih«era»aieots 


and  iatanglements  into  which  his  own  plan 
led  him*    It  would  upon  more  mature 
coBsideratioB  j^ppear  to  the  noble  lord  a 
Strang^  option  to  have  prefered  boitowuig 
upon  a  double  system,  rather  than  to  purr 
sue  the  simple  one  that  had  been  hitnerto 
used.     It  would  be  satisfactory,  be  hopod^     * 
to  the  noble  lord  to  find,  the  country  might 
be  relieved  Mitliout  embarrassuig  the  waif 
taxes,  and  that  the  13,800,00/.  which  he 
proposed  to  appropriate  to  the   Supplo- 
mentary  Loans  to  that  object.    This  Su^ 
plementary  Loan  began  at  so  low  an  a- 
mount  as  200,000/.    It  seemed  to  be  in* 
tended  as  a  sort  of  small  charge  for  the 
War  Taxes;    but  when  it  would    have 
reached  its  1 4tli  year,  tliis  little  gentleman 
would  have  out  grown  its  parent,  and  would 
have    amounted    to    20,000,000/.      The 
whole  amount  of  the  average  want  at  the 
end  of  ten  years,  would  be  but  7,733,000/* 
Tliere  were  to  meet  this  Ways  and  Means 
to  the  amount  of  3,200,000/.    Thus  there 
would  be  to^  be  provided  ouly  a  Loan  of 
4,5«0,000/.     It  would  be  madness,  after 
the  fiicility  of  provision  he  had  shewn,  to 
go  to  the  Jews  to  borrow,  and  to  find  jthe 
interest  of  the  Loans..    In  1816,  the  Sink* 
ing  Fund  would  not  oi^y  be  eapable  of 
furnishing  the  aid  now  looked  for  from  it» 
but  also  a  large  sum  in  additioQ.     Ad* 
ding,  therefore  the  average  annual  want  of 
400,000/.  to  the  loan  of  the  year,  ami 
carrying  the  interest  and  Suiking  Fund  of 
it,  amounting  to  33,000/.  to  be  advanced 
Qut  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  to  be  re^ 
placed  by  the  Sinkmg  Fund  as  soon  as  it 
should  afford   surplus  applicable  to  this 
purpose,  the  whole  difiiculty  would  be  met. 
Thus  instead  of  204,000,000/.  of  fi^upple- 
mentary  loan,  only  4,500,000/.  would  be 
added  to  the  gross  amount  of  the  perma- 
n^t  debt,  and  only  an  amount  of  33,0CX)/. 
interest  and  Sinking  Fund,  to  tlxe  permanent 
charge.      The  who^e  of  the  eompUcated 
machinery  of  the  noble  kTrd  s  plan,  raised 
story  after  story,  and  crowned  with  cum- 
brous scafiblding,  which  threatened  to  fail 
and  crush  the  country  with  its  ruins,  would 
thus  be  dispensed  with.     There  was  an- 
other prmciple,  which  might,  as  it  ap* 
peared  to  hun,  be  applied  to  tbe  object  of 
the  noble  lord,  namely^  that  when  the 
amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  should  exceed 
the  interest  of  the  unredeemed  debt,  no 
provision  should  be  made  by  ne^r  taxes  for 
the  interest  of  the  loan,  but  tliat  it'shouU 
be  provided  ii^x  out  of  the  interest  of  the 
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ddyt  fcdctmcd  in   tint  year.    Tlib  ar- 
rangemeiit  would  not  interfere  with  the 
commisBioiiera  for  the  Redemption  of  the 
Debt,  because  they  woald  still  have  a  large 
sum  to  bring  into  the  market,  which  would 
keep  up  the  price  of  stocks.     It  was  one 
thing  to  divert  the  fund  in  the  hands  of  the 
commissbners  to  this  purpose,  and  another 
to  apply  the  interest  of  the  sums  redeemed 
in  the  year  to  tiie  same  end.    The  effect 
of  such  a  system  would  be,  that  the  debt 
would  remain  stationary  during  a  war,  but 
that  the  Sinking  Fund  would  again  be  pro- 
gressive towards  the  final,  redemption  of 
the  debt  on  the  conclusion  of  peace,  whibt 
the  system  of  the  noble  lord  would  pro- 
duce a  declining  Sinking  Fund  aAer  it  had 
arrived  at  its  maximum.     By  tlie  tables  of 
the  nolile  lord  it  appeared  that  the  Sinking 
Fund  was  in  the  present  year  8,6)5,04^/. 
and  that  it  would  be  in  the  year  1811, 
11,140,274/.  or  140,000/.  more  than  the 
loan  of  tiiat  year,     if  this  principle,  there- 
fore, of  which  he  was  not  tlie  pairent,  though 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  mention  it  as  one 
mode  of  proceeding,  were  to  be  acted  up- 
on, and  the  government  would  go  on  for 
four  years^  it  would  exhibit  the  country  to 
the  enemy  in  that  proud  situation  in  which 
it  might  carry  on  the  war  for  any  number 
of  years  without  increasing  its  debt,  and 
at   the  end   of  such  war  might  revert 
21  millions  of  War  Taxes  to  the  country, 
which  would   be  available  to    any  future 
war.    According  to  the  tables  of  the  no- 
ble k>rd  it  appeared,  that  taking  credit 
fcr  the  annuities  that  would   fall  in  of 
4f)6,0061.  and  including  the  taxes  proposed 
by  the  noble  k)rd,  amounting  to  2,05 1,000/. 
there  would  be;  wanted    but  the  sum  of 
49^,810/.  to  provide  for  the  loans  of  18 
millions  in  each  of  these  four  years,  and  as 
the  noble  lord  bad  stat^,  tliat  it  was  not 
from  any  inability  to  discover  new  sources 
of  taxation,  that  he  brought  forward    his 
system,  there  could  be  no  difticulty  in  mak- 
.  iiig  a  provision  to  tliat  amount    These 
two  plans  were  not  of  his  production  ;  but 
as  that  of  the  noble  lord  seemed  to  him  to 
be  fraught  with  ruin  to  the  country,  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  points  out  bow  he 
could  escape  from    the  difficulties  of  his 
system  in  pledging  the  war  taxes.    The  no- 
ble lord's  tables  stated,  that  the  excesses 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
which  would  amount  to  9,9^KOOOL  might 
be  applied  to  setting  free  so  much  of  the 
war  taxes.    This  be  admitted ;   but  the  efr 


feet  of  such  an  arraogement.  would  be  to 
consolidate  the  remainder  of  the  war  taxes 
witli  the  general  Debt,  and  to  mcoiporate 
the  Sbking  Fund  upon  it  with  the  old  Sink-^ 
ing  Fund.    There  would  be  then  no  fund 
by  wliich  they  should  be  enabled  to  equal- 
ize the  Peace  Establishment  with  the  Ex- 
penditure.   The  Surplus  of  the  Consolida- 
ted Fund  would  be  3,d00,00o/.  the  Land 
and  Malt  Tax,  2,730,000/.  and  the  Lot- 
tery 450,0001.  so  that  takmg  the  Peace 
Expenditure  at  fifVeen  millk>ns,  at  the  low- 
est, or  at  twenty  millions,  the  sum  to  be  pro- 
vided would  in  the  first  case  be  8,300,000/. 
audio  the  latter  13,300,000/.    Tiie  system 
of  raising  money  by  double  Loans,  resem- 
bled the  usurious  terms  upon  which  a  dis- 
tressed man  raised  money  to  defray  the 
interest    of  sums   borrowed  antecedently. 
When  the  noble  lord  erected  his  superstruc- 
ture of  two  stories  on  sudi  a  basis,   he 
might  as  well  have  reared  his  castle  to  as 
many  more,  like  tlie  Indian  Pagoda,  and 
by  borrowing  the  interest  of  the  interest  of 
his  Supplemental  Loans  have  carried  his 
principle  to  its  ultimate  pomt.    It  was  cer- 
tainly a  most  satisfactory  consideration,  that 
the  noble  lord  and  those  who  acted  with 
him,  now  admitted  that  war  might  be  main- 
tained for  twenty  years,   without  adding 
greatly  to  the  exbting  burthens  of  the  coun« 
try.    What  he  had  already  stated,  would 
save  him  the  necessity  of  examining  the 
fifth  head  of  comparison,  upon  which  he 
had  pro|K)6ed  to  state  his  sentiments,  name- 
ly, the  comparative  state  m  which  thie  coun- 
try would  be  placed  by  the  noble  lord's  and 
the  present  system.     He  had  made  out  a 
good  case,  that  the  system  by  single  Loan, 
with  the  ordinary  Sinking  Fund  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  capital  borrowed,  would  an- 
swer every  object  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord  in  the  course  of  20  years,  and  that 
the  system  of  double  loans  was  in  the  last 
degree    usurious.    The    noble    lord  had 
dwelt  much  on  \he  necessity  of  preserving 
iaith  with  the  Stockholder,  and  he  agreed 
with  him  that,  though  the  Stockholder  had 
no  right  that  considerations  for  him  should 
fetter  the  dedsk>ns  of  parliament,  he  yet 
had  a  considerable  claim  on  the  attention 
of  that  house.    But  the  plan  of  the  noble 
lord  was  unsecured  both  with  respect  to 
the  Stockholder  and  the  public,  because, 
by  his  own  statement,  there  would   be  a 
defalcation  in  his  Sinking  Fund  in  the  last 
ten  years.    The  relief  would  be  given  to 
the  Stockholder  m  the  tint  ten  year^  ra- 
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ther  tiian  in  the  1«st,  as,  aAer  the  year 
1 8'^0,  his  Sinkiu^  Fund  would  be  declin* 
ing  ;  aiid  io  the  year  1 8*26,  the  amount  of 
the  debt  w6uld  exceed  the  aggregate  of  his 
Sinking  Fund,  by  6  millions.     The  Stock- 
holder would  prefer  a  Siulting  Fund  of   1 1 
millions,  and   a  loan  of  1 2  millions,   to  a 
Siukhig  Fund  of  26  millions,  and  a  lodn 
of  3.2  millions,  which  would  create  a  capi- 
tal of  from  60  to  6*0  isiiliions.    However 
the  noble^  lord  might  mask  his  principles 
under  the  machinery  of  this  bill,  the  ma- 
chineiT  ^as  calculated  to  take  the  money 
eut  of  the  pockets  of  the  country,  and  to 
dilapidate  its  resources-^He  bad  thought 
it  hi9  duly  to  submit  his  views  on  this  sub- 
ject to  the  house,  not  with  any  intention  of 
derogating  from  the  merit  of  the  noble 
lord's  plan,  for  he  telt  a  sincere  respect  for 
that  noble  lord,  and  he  felt  the  reverse  of 
any  wish  to  detract  from  the  value  of  his 
proposition.    But  though  he  had  explained 
at  some  length  his  objections  to  the  plan  of 
tlie  nobU  lord,  he  was  still  anxious  to  sub- 
mit thett  In  a  mon;  precise  form  to  the 
bouse,  in  the  shdpe  of  Resolutions.     He  had 
as  high  an  opinion  of  the  resources  of  the 
country  as  the   noble  lord  ;  and  he  was 
happy  to  receive  frooi  tlie  noble  lord  on  a 
former  t)tght,  h\&  liberal  testimony,  not 
only  to  tlie  extent  of  the  resources  of  the 
country,  but  to  the  transcendent  merits  of 
the  great  Statesman  who  bad  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  system  which  had  been  so 
strongly  fortified  by  the  vigorous  financial 
measures  adopted  by  the  noble  lord  last 
session,  as  well  as  by  the  ethcient  operation 
of  the  measures  instituted  by  a  noble  mem- 
ber of  another  house  (lord  Sidmouth)  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  lute  war,  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present.     With  this 
system  the  brightest  hopes,  and  best  future 
prospects  of  the  country  were  intimately 
connected.     He  had  said  Tn  a  former  ses- 
sion, that,  as  far  as  a  powerful  navy,  a  pow- 
erful army,  though  not  so  powerful  as  un- 
4er  better  and  wiser  regulations  it  might 
have  been  ;  and  as  far  as  legitimate,  stea- 
dy, and  unbounded  resources  were  con- 
cemed,  no  country  had  ever  beta  handed 
over  by  any  intoi>(ers  to  their  successors  in 
ft  ifioretrittiiiphttnt  situation  than  this  coun- 
try at  tho  late  change*    Whatever  might 
be  the  want  of  authenticity  in  the  0tato> 
ment,  as  coaung  from  bun,  he  had  met 
With  A  eoosldeMible  personal  rebuke.    But 
lie  had  to  express  his  gratitude  to  the  no- 
lle lord  for  bearing  •«!  fril  hit  stattHcnts, 

VoLt  vin. 


, — Lord  Ca^tlireagKa  Resolutums.      l73S 

w'hich  were  rather  below  than  over  thetrotb* 
If  he  had  then  stated  what  the  noble  lord 
di<f  now,  that  the  war  might  be  carried  on 
by  the  system  of  double  loans  without  any 
great  increase  of  the  public  burthens,  ho 
might  have  been  open  to  animadversion* 
but  cerlaraly  his  nerves  were  not  equal  to 
that  statement.    He  had  then  only  to  Mb- 
mit  his  Resolutions  to  the  house,  which  he 
hoped  they  would  receive  with  the  same 
indulgence  with  which  they  had  heard  him. 
He  offered  them  rather  as  bis  objections  to 
the  system  of  the  noble  lord,   than  as 
principles  upon  which  h^  should  be  disposed 
to  found  any  system.  If  they  were  incorrect, 
the  noble  lord  would  be  able  to  expose  the 
fallacy  of  them. — The  noble  lord  then  con* 
cludecl  with  moving  bis  first  Resolution, 
proposing  that  the  debate  should  be  ad« 
journed  to  Monday  next.— The  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  said  Resolutions. 
No.  I. 
"  That  it  is  proposed  by  the  New  Plan  of 
Finance,  that  the  annual  excesses  of  the  pre- 
sent Sinking  Fund,  above  the  interest  of 
the  debt  charged  upon  it  in  every  giireft 
year,  should  be  declared  to  be  at  tfe  dispo- 
sal of  parliament,'  and  applicable  to  the  pub- 
lie  service.     And  it  appears  that  the  aggre- 
gate produce  of  the  said  excesses,  between 
the  years  18 1 6  and  1826|  will  amount  in  the 
whole  to  11,121,938/.  That  annuities  lo 
the  amount  of  685,515/.  will  fall  in  between 
the  years  1807  and  1826.  That  it  is  propo- 
sed by  the  New  Plan  of  Finance  to  charges 
on  the  aggregate  produce  of  the  said  exccises 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  upon  the  said  an- 
nuities the  interest  and   Sinking  Fund  of 
201,200,000/.  Supplementary  Loans,  and  lo 
impose  in  aid  of  the  said  aggregate  produce, 
between  tffe  years    1810  and  1816,  new 
Taxes  to  the  amount  of  2,05 1 ,000/.  That  in 
addition  to  the  Supplementary  Loans  ?o  in 
be  provided  for,  it  is  proposed  by  the  Nq\^ 
Plan  to  raise  War  Loans  to  the  amount  of 
210,000,000/.  on  the  credit  of  the   War 
Taxes,  amounting  lo  21,000,000/.  That  the 
War  and  Supplementary  Loans  of  each  year 
added  to  so  much  of  the  War  Taxes  as  may 
remain  unmortgaged,  will  produce  in  each 
year  respectively  the  sum  of  thirty  two  mil- 
lions. That  in  ord^  toraise  the  said  Sum  oF 
n  Millions  in  «wii^?c?r,  without  mortgag- 
ing the  War  Tajie$,  there  would  be  reguif 
cd,  ia  addition  to  the  21  Mllions  of  War 
Taxes,  an  annual  Loan  of  1 1  Millions  only^ 
That  without  any  mortgage  upon  the  War 
Taxes,  an  annual  L9an  of  1 1  millions  aiigbt 
be  proiriAwt  fcr,  Mmmly  19  years,  by  the 
SB  '■■ 
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appUcalioQ  of  (he  same  funds,  viz.  the 
annuities,  amountini;  to  (585,515/.  the  ex- 
cesses of  the  Sinking  Fund,  amounting  lo 
11,140,274/.  and  the  New  Taxes  intended 
to  be  imposed  by  the  New  Plan,  amounting 
to  2,051,000/.  on  which  the  Supplementary 
Loans  are  to  be  charged.*' 
No.  II. 

**  That  the  proposed  System  of  Finance 
proceeds  gradually  to  mortgage  for  1 4  years 
the  whole  of  the  War  Taxes  tor  the  Interest 
of  Loans  in  War.  That  these  Taxes  arc 
not  generally  oi  a  nature  which  can  with 
propriety  be  so  pledged,  as  several  of  them 
such  as  the  Tax  on  Exports,  the  Duties  on 
Tea  and  .on  Spirits  must  probably,  either  he 
modified  or  reduced  on  a  peace,  whilsi  it  is 
proposed  by  the  said  Plan  that  the  Properly 
Tax,  amounting  to  11,500,000/.  should  in 
that  event  be  entirely  remitted ;  in  which 
case  (exclusively  of  any  mortgage  at  the 
time  affecting  the  residue  of  the  \\'ar  T^axes) 
the  portion  of  them  which  might  be  continu- 
ed without  material  prejudice  to  the  Public 
Revenue  beyond  the  war,  must  be  wholly 
insufficient  to  equalize  the  Revenue  with  the 
Peace  Expenditure.    > 

Suppose    a    Peace  Establishment    at 
15,000.000/. 

If  the  War  Taxes  were  mortgaged,,  then 
there  would  remain — 

Land  and  Malt 2,750,000 

Surplus  of  Consold.  Fund... 3,500, 060 

Lottery 450,000 

6,700,000 

AnikuaJ  Deficiency  to  be  provided  for  by  new 
Loans 

Tnxcs ^ '8,500,000 

Supposing  the  Peace  Establishment  to 

amount  fo * 20,000,000 

The  Deficiejicy  to  be  provided  for  in 

liite  manner  would  be '. ,13,300,000 

No.  IIL 

"  That  the  new  plan  will  reqi#e  Loans  to 
a  greater  amount  to  be  raised  in  each  year 
than  would  be  required  if  the  usual  system 
of  borrowing  were  persevered  in. 
By  the  present  system,  in  order  to 

cover  a  War  Expenditure  of 32,000,000 

There  would  be  wanted  in  each  year 

in  aid  of  the  f  1  Millions  War  Taxes,  a 

Loan    of. 11,000,000 

mounting  in  520  years  to. Sl20,000,000 

NEW  PLAN. 
Aroovntof  tl^c  War  Loans  for  80  yean  S10,QOQ,000 
Ditto  of  Supplementary  Loans  for  \ditto  804,200,000 

Total    416,200,000 
Total  Excess  by  the  New  Plan,  exdo- 
siye  of  89,000,000/.  borrowed  on 
thQ  War  Tazes>  and  redeemed  within 

the  period , :.   190,200,000 

The  Av<^ragc  Capitals  to  be  annually  ' 

raised  by  the  New  Plan  ;ife—  . 
...Alnnual  amox^^  of  Loans  by  th€  ntw^plan  oa  a 
l.lK^:years- AwajE e    •  . 


1807.— Ano  PlM^Iinmue: 


CNO 


War  Loan 10,500,000 

Sopplemeaiary  ditto....  10,800,000— 20»700,00« 

Annual  Amount  of  Loatu  hythe  pre- 
sent Plan 11,000,000 

Average  Annual  Excess  of  Loans  by 
new  Plan 9,700,000 

No.  IV. 
"  That  the  comparaiive  Increase  of  the 
Public  Debt  which  will  be  produced  by  the 
two  Plany,and  the  cfi^ect  this  will  have 
on  the  proportionate  amount  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  by  iheir  operation  in  23  years,  is  as 
follows : — 

EFFLCr  OF  THE  PRESENT  SYSTEM. 
The  AmnuQt  o!  the  Money  Capital  of 

il.c  Public  Debt  IS,  in  the  year  1807.363,793,722 
The  Amount  of  dnto  wiU  be  in  the 
year  1i*26,  supposing  Eteven  Milli- 
ons raised  in  each  year.. 970,440,305 

Decrease  of  Debt  in  90  years,  laisiAg 

Eleven  Millions  in  each  year 93,350^417 

EFFECT  OF  THE  KEW  PLAN. 

Amount  of  the  Money  Capital  of  the 
Public  Dcbi  under  the  New  Plan  is, 
in  1807 364,993,722 

The  amount  of  ditto  will  be  in  1826.  455,53t,932 

Incrcasoby  New  Plan  in  twenty  years  90,544,81Q 
Decrease  uf  Debt  by  the  present  Sys- 
tem, as  above ' 93,350,417 

increase  of  ditto  by  ilje  New  Plan. . .  90,544,910 

Total  Increase  of  Debt  by  New  Sys- 
tem   48S,894,f>67 

EFFECT    OF   PRESENT    PLAN    ON   THE 
SINKING  FUND. 

Amount  of  Sinking  Fund  under  the 
present  System  on  the  Public  Debt  is 
in  1807 8,515,04* 

Amount  of  Ditto  Will  be  in  18«6....  27,113,881 


Increase  of  Sinking  Fund  .in  twetoty 

years 18,610,8S9 

EFFECT  OF  NEW  PLAN  om  the  SINK- 
ING  FUND. 

Amount  of  Sinking.  Fund  under  the 
New  Syitem  is  stated  to  be»  in  1807.  8,935/'4d 

Amount  of  ditto  under  New  System 
waibe,io;82(? 26,901,56# 


Increase  in  iwentyayears .«•.  17,966,318 

D.ffererce   in  favour  of  present  Sys« 
•tem '. 644,421 

So  that  the  New  Plan  gives  only. .. • .  26,901,360 

Sinking  Fund  on.  a  Debt  of  455,557,932, 
whikt  the  present  System  would -give  the  larger 
Sinking  Fund  of  27,115,881.  on-the  smaller  Debt 
of  270,443.305. 

The  proportion,  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the 
whole  Debt  will  be  under  the  present  plan  ia 
1826  above  one-tenth. 

The  proportion  of  the  Sinkioflt  Fdnd  to  the 
whole  Debt  under  the  New  Plan  will  be  in  1826 
about  one-seventeenth. 

The  Sinking  Fund  under  the  present  plan 
aboVe  stated,  at  27,1 15,8811.  continues  (o  increase 
at  compound  interest  after  the  year  1826  till  the 
whole  Debt  it  M^dacmed.  . 
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The  Sinking  Fund  under  the  New  Flan  having: 
obtained  its  maximum  of  28,155,3581.  in  the  year 
1820,  descends  to  26,901,3601.  in  the  year  1826, 
and  must  continue  to  decline  after  that  period,  so 
long  as  the  excesses  shall  be  deducted. 

No.V. 
**  That  Sin  Increase  of  Charges  for  the 

Interest  and  Sinking  Fund  of  Loans  for  the 

twenty  years  must  take  place  under  the 

New  Plan,  compared  with  the  like  charge, 

which  would  take  place,  were  the  present 

System  persevered  in. 

EFFECTS  OF  THE  PRESENT  SYSTEN«f. 

Annual  Loan  11,000,0001.  charge  for 
intcrcstandl  Sinking  Fund 733,333 

Amount  of  Loans  for   twenty  years 

580,0001.  a  charge  fc)r  ditto.. > ^  l4,666,68o 

EFFECT  OF  THE  NEAV  PLAN. 

Charge  of  Snppl.  Loans  aniouniing 
in  twenty  years  to  204,200,0061. 
expiring  annuities  deducted 1 4,266,388 

War  Taxes  mortgaged  at  ihe'end  of 
twenty  years,  which  are  to  be  libe- 
rated successively  in  the  ncvt  four- 
teen years,  after  the  year  1826....  21,000,000 


Ciiarge  as  above  under  the  present 

System... «  14,66«,660 

Charge  under  the  New  Plan  Cor  the 

Supplementary  Loans  oniy.^ 14,299,388 

Difference 370,272 

War  Taxes  mortgaged  as  above  for  War 

Loans,  according  to  the  New  Plan.  21,000,000 

Diuo  according  to  the  present  system Nil 

No.  VI. 
"  That  the  Ways  and  Means  proposed 
by  the  New  Plan  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  imposing  new  Taxes  to  any  considerable 
Amonnt,  viz,  the  expiring  Annuities,  toge- 
ther with  the  excesses  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
above  the  interest  of  the  unredeemed  Debt, 
are  equally  applicable  pro  tamo,  to  mitigate 
their  increase  under  any  other  modeofrai- 
*  sing  Loans  which  may  be  decided  on .     The 
means  proposed  by  the  New  FUn  of  defray- 
ing the  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund  of  the 
Supplementary  Loans  are  as  follows ; 
Produce  of  the  Excess  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  between  18l6aod  1826,  above 
the    interest    of   the    unredeemed 

Debt 11,122,809 

Applicable  by  the  falling  in  of  An- 
nuities     683,093 

New  permanent  Taxes,  propo&ed  by 
the  New  Plan  to  be  raised  between 
1810  and  1817,  to  the  Amouat  of..  2,051,000 


Total 13,856,861 

Charge  of  Supplementary  Loans,  An- 
nuities not  deducted 14,296,388 

Ways  and  Means  as  above 13,856,000 


Remains  to  be  provided  for. .  •  •  •  440,388 

Charge  for  the  total  amount  of  Loans, 

at  the  rate  of  11,000,000/.  a  year, 

under    the    present    system,    at 

73dj3d3A  for  interest  aad  $inlung 


Fund,  the  expiring  annuities  not  de- 
ducted  .....: 14,656,660 

^s  a  Fund  lo  supply  this  charge,  the  / 

Ways  and  Means  as  above  for  rai- 
sing the  interest  and  Sinkings  Fund 
of  tJiC!  Supplementary  Loans  may  • 
be  applied ...••-«•  13^85'6,d61 

Remains  to  be  provided  for  in  order  to 

cover  the  charge.... 809,799 

That  it  therefore  appears,  that  the  means 
to  be  applied  under  tne  New  System  to  de- 
fray the  charge  for  interest  and  Sinking 
Fund  of  the  Supplementary  Loans  alone, 
would  (exclusive  of  any  mortgage  on  the 
War  Loans),  with  the  addition  of  Taxes  to 
the  amount  of  369,411/.  defray  the  toUl 
charges  of  the  Loans  required  to  complete 
the  Fund  of  32,000,000/.  annually  for  War 
Expenditure,  without  the  necesaty  of  any 
incumbrance  whatever  upon  the  War 
Taxes. 

No.  vn. 

"That  the  comparative  effects  which 
will  be  produced  on  the  public  income  by 
the  two  systems,  on  return  of  peace,  and 
on  the  form-adon  of  a  peace  establishment 
are  as  follows : — 

UNDER    THE    PRESENT    PLAN. 

There  would  be  no  charge  whatever  up- 
on any  part  of  the  War  Taxes.  The  whole 
twenty-one  millions  would  remain  ^  free. 
The  Property  Tax,  or  whatever  portion  of 
the  other  War  Taxes  were  not  required 
towards  making  an  adequate  provision  for 
the  peace  establishment  might  be  immediate- 
ly remitted,  leaving  that  resource  unpledged 
Snd  available  on  the  recurrence  of  war. 

UNDER    THE    NEW    SYSTEM. 

When  peace  takes  place,  a  considerable 
part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  War  Taxes, 
will  have  been  mortgaged.  In  the  latter 
case  there  will  only  remain  a  clear  revenue 
of  6,700,000/.  immediately  applicable  to 
support  the  charges  of  a  peace .  establish- 
ment. 

It  appears  that  in  1806  the  excess  of  the 
War  Sinking  Fund  will  be9,967,283/.  If  this 
sum  shall  be  tlien  preferably  applied  to  libe- 
rate a  part  of  the  Property  Tax  mortgaged 
for  the  War  Debt,  the  remainder  of  the 
Property  fax,  and  all  the  War  Taxes,  will 
become  Permanent  Taxes,  and  P^rt  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  and  be  mortgaged  like 
the  other  parts  of  that  Fund,  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  War  Debt,  and  .the  pre*, 
sent  Debt  thus  consolidated  into  a  Commoa 
Debt,  and  the  deficiency  on  the  Peace 
Establishment  must  be  provided  for  cither 
by  fresh  Taxes,  or  frf  sh  Loam. 

3m9 
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No  VIIL 
M  That  the  sum  of  |  i  MUGons  a  year,  rr- 
quired  in  aid  of  tbe  21  Millions  War  Taxes, 
to  complete  the  War  Expenditure  of  32 
Millions  may  be  raised  (should  the  principle 
of  applrine  the  excesses  of  the  SinkingFund 
to  the  ^ubHc  Service-be  decided  on)  accord- 
ing to  the  followtng  mode,  without  mort- 
^ging  the  War  Taxes,  or  rendering  new 
Taxes  of  an]^  materially  greater  amount  ne- 
cessary than  it  is  proposed  to  lay  on  by  the 
new  System,  and  without  making  so  con$i- 
derablc  an  addition  to  the  Debt,  as  will  be 
made  shoi)Id  the  new  System  be  carried  into 
execution. 

XhQ  $uni  require^  ^i  above  to  pro- 
vide iQr  4  Loan  of  Eleven  Millions 
per  annum,  for  $0  yoars,  is 14,66S/«60 

Tiie  llesources  available  amount  to. .  13,836,861 


Deficiency 809,799 

This  deficiency  of  BP9«799/,  exceeding  only  by 
36^,431/.  the  charges  for  Supplementary  Loans 
vuuld  remain  au  addiiioaai  Charge  to  be  pro- 
vided for. 

As  the  Charges  ypon  a  Loap  of  Eleven 
Millions  would  in  each  year  amount  to 
733,3Si/,  if  it  should  be  thought  fit,  in  aid 
of  the  Annuities,  to  raise  onlv  tbe  precise 
amount  of  Ta^es  proposed  by  the  New 
Plan  to  be  imposed  In  the  first  ten  years,  uw- 
til  the  excesses  of  the  Sinking  Fund  shall 
s^isein  1 816,  the  difference  octween  the 
above  Fux34$  and  the  Annual  Charge  of 
73S,3:i3A  (amounting .  on  an  average  to 
^^,682/,  a  year),  must  be  added,  as  it 
arises,  to  the  Loan  of  the  Year,  the  Intercut 
and  Sinking  Fund  thereon,  Amounting  to 
about  33,o5o/.  a  year,  to  be  defrayed,  in 
the  Arst  instance,  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund ;  and  to  be  afterwards  replaced  out  of 
the  Excesses  of  the  Sinking  Fund  as  tliey 
aecnie. 

No.  IX. 

^  That  nearly  the  same  results  may  be  pro- 
.  duced  by  determJning,  that,  when  the  Loan 
*  of  the  Year  in  war  docs  nbt  exceed  the 
amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  in  the  said 
year,  instead  of  making  provision  for  the. 
int«jre^t  of  the  said  Loan  by  new  Taxes,  the 
same  shaU  be  provided  for  by  and  out  of 
the  interest  receivable  on  the  amount  of 
Stock  in  that  year  redeemed  by  the  com- 
missioners of  tne  Nationd  Debt;  in  which 
case  the  amount  of  Debt  unredeemed  will 
i  ontinuc  stationary  durhig  war. 

Th9  Sinking  fmi  is  at  present  »,5l5rf)42 


In  fouryears,  ibereforci  from  tbe  pfcsent 
time,  no  new  Taxes  will  be  required  (the 
data  remaining  the  same), however  long  the 
War  may  continue ;  and  the  War  Taxea 
will  remain  tree  nt  the  close  of  the  War, 
when  tlie  Sinking  Fund  will  resume  its  pro- 
gressive  operation  ;  the  purchase  of  Stock 
by  the  Comniissioncrs  being  continued  id 
the  mean*  time  to  the  full  amuuut  of  the 
Sinkin?  Fund. — TJiai  tiie  Charge  for  four 
years  Loans  as  above,  for  1 1  Millions  in 
each  year,  taking  credit  for  385,^15/.  An* 
nuities,  amoimts  to  '2,5 -l-T^S  I  oi.-^Taxes  re- 
quired in  each  year,  for  the  next  fjur  years 
623,970/. — The  Taxes  so  to  be  imposed 
exceed  only  by  496,8  !()/•  the  total  amoqiit 
of  New  Taxes,  propuicd  by  the  New  Plan, 
to  be  imposed  between  isioand  1817,  by 
which  Plan  the  War  Taxes  are  aV  the  same 
time  progressively  absorbed  and  pledged, 
for  the  Redemption  of  the  Loans  raised  upon 
them. — According  to  this  Plan,  the  Debt 
would  continue  stationary  at  36^3^0,8a7/. 
throughout  the  war. 
Amount  of  D«ht  in    t826,  by  New 

Plan,  taken  at 4vM.5TT,»i32 

Ditto,  in  1826,  by  this  Plart 3d9,390,887 

Dtffevenc«  of  Debt  in  favour  of 

Ihisr'lan 86,14T,(H5 

And  no  War  taxes  arc  niortsaged. 

No.  X. 

"  That  the  expence  ot  raising  any  given 
amount  of  Loan  on  the  present  system,  viz. 
by  a  single  Loan  with  a  Sinking  fund  of 
one  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  princi- 
ple of  the  New  Plan  of  raising  the  same 
amount  by  double  and  concurrent  Loans ; 
the  one  raVcd  upon  a  Fund  of  ten  per  Cent* 
for  Inlercbt  and  Sinking  Fund;  the  other 
raised  upon  a  Fund  of  six  per  cent,  for  In- 
terest and  Sinking  Fund,  calculating  the 
payments  on  account  thereof  from  the  com- 
mencement to  ihe  final  jiquidatipn  of  the 
said  Loan,  is  as  follows,  the  Sinkhig  Fund, 
in  both  cases,  being  taken  on  tlve  money  in-» 
stead  of  tlic  nominal  capita L 

Suppose  r2,000,cX)0/.  io  be  r&isedj^ 
NEW  PLAN. 
10  per  Cent.  Interest  and  Sinkins 

Fund  on 13,000,000/. 

for  one.year *..  1,^00,000 

A  like  Charge  for  13  years  more,  at 
which  time  the  Frincipal  is  re- 
deemed.......   I5,W,000 

Total  Paymenls 16»OQaieO(| 

To  c«Mr  the  Interest  and  Sinking 

Fluid  ef  1,200,Q0D(.  at  st«  per  Cent, 

a  Fund  of  19^000^.  mwt  he  pvovif 

ded  in  each  of  the  fourteen  yeaii» 

the  amount  theicoC  it  l,()Oe,000/. 
The  huter  su9i  bsing  najtd  oa  a  Otf^ 
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par  Cepib  SiokiiM[  F«Ad,  nwy  b« 
considered  as  aa  AAnoity  of  forty* 


three  years. 

Paymtfnu  ob  accojmt  thereof.  49,344,000 
FsiymeiiUas  ftboTe......  •««  16300,000 


Total  Payments 60,144,00P 

PRESENT  SYSTEM. 

The  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund;  on  a 
loan  of  13,000,000/.  at  six  percent. 
Amounts  per  ann.  to  730,000/.  T^is 
Charge  being  raised  on  a  One  per 
Cent.  Sinking  Fund,  may  be  consi- 
dered as  •  an  Annuity  «f  fony-tliree 
years. 
Payments  to  be  made  on  acct.  there- 
of tin  its  Redemption  30,960^00/. 
Payments  on  new  system  upon  a  loan 

of  12,000,000/. 60,144,000 

Ditto,  00  present  system 39,960,000 


Excess  of  the  Charge  of  Redemption 

by  flfw  system 29,184^000/." 

Lord  Henry  Petty  did  not  feel  it  ne* 
ecnary  to  say  more  thao  a  few  words  on 
tbe  present  occasion,  because  it  was  adther 
desirable  for  the  boose  nor  for  hunseif  that 
he  should  follow  the  noble  lord  through 
bis  very  able  seeech,  and  the  clear  view  he 
bad  given  of  bis  objections  to  the  New 
Financial  System  that  had  been  submitted 
to  the  bouse  on  a  former  night*    It  was, 
bowever,  necessary  for  bun  to  make  a  few 
observations  npon  one  pomt,  which  bad 
been  touched  upon  by  the  noble  lord,  in 
Older  to  prevent  any  misconception  of  what 
bad  ^en  from  himself  on  a  former  night 
from  going  further.    The  great  objection 
•f  the  noble  lord  to  the  system  that  bad 
been  submitted  to  the  house  was,  that  it 
went  to  l^slate  for  the  future.    Though 
the  noble  lord  admitted  that  it  would  be 
right  to  look  to  the  future  in  ^he  arr^ge^ 
ment  of  any  system,  be  did  not  think  it 
desirable    that  any  legislative    enactment 
should  be  resorted  to  for  that  purpose. 
He  bad  himself  stated,  that  it  would  be 
necessary  for  the  house  to  look  prospective- 
ly to  the  situation  of  the  country,  in  the 
adoption  of  any  system ;  but  that  it  would 
not  be-  desirable  to  make  any  legislative 
enactment  on  an    assump^on  of  future 
events^  whieb  might  prove  contrary  to  all 
calculation,  and  were  solely  under  the  con- 
Iroui  of  Providence*      He  had  expressly 
inserted,  that  if  airy  essential  alteration 
were  to  lahe  phu»  in  the  pkm,  it  would 
Mt  arise  horn  any  such  aHaration  of  evttits, 
«r#f  the  cvcooMtances  of  the  country. 
^Ihe  changM  that  were  likelv  to 
»t't|aicr  "nditim,  ftoni 


oiib  or  fl^aift  the  riw  af  hboor ,  or  oi 
price  of  »tores  within*    He  had  pailici 
ly  adveiled  to  eontiB9eBt  d\ 
aod  ahited,  that  in  piDportion  as  an; 
ciease  look  |riaee  in  the  expenditure 
either  of  these  eaoses,  that  inerease  I 
to  be  provided   for   by  an  faKreasct 
the  supplemental  loans,  and  an  mcneae 
the  interest  thereon.  Another  change  wl 
he  had  adverted  to  was  one  wbi^  m« 
arjse  from  the  fliilure  of  any  of  the  dii 
imposed;  but  for  this  there  was  a  pr^i 
sion  ui  the  plan,  because  pArlianent  \ 
pledged  to  make  good  smrfi  deficiency' 
other  duties.    He  begged  to  eall  the  att 
tion  of  the  house  to  this  feet,  that  neit< 
be  with  his  feeble  powers,  nor  those  w 
were  much  wiser  than  him,  had  ever  h 
the  presiui4>tion  to  state  to  the  house  t)l 
they  could  anticipate  the  future,  or  prep^ 
any  plan  which  would  cover  all  the  eaig^ 
cies  of  a  war  for  30  years  without  a 
change.    The  noble  lord  bad  observed  J 
the  same  way  upon  what  he  termed  t| 
narrow  view  taken  by  him  of  the  e 
penditure  of  the  eountiy.    But  in  takti 
that  view,  he  had  no  oeltain  eriterion  to  § 
by  but  the  expenditure  <rf  the  putseat  yea. 
every  other  eriterion  would  have  been  kKM 
fttd  uncertain.    The  noble  lord  had  sai< 
that  he  should  have  taken  tlie  average  c 
an  extraordinary  War  £i[|ieBditure,  bv 
had  stated,  that  it  would  be  unsafe  for  bin 
looking  to  what  bad  happened  on  the  con 
tinent,  considering  the  chenge  that  bad  ta 
ken  place  in  Burope,  to  deceive  himself  b; 
taking  any  standflird  of  expenditure  frOB 
such  a  soiirce.    It  was  rather  extraordinary 
that,  when  the  noble  lord  oljjected  to  anj 
legislature  for  the  future,  be  wished  to  taki 
the   possible  future    expenditure,  m  thi 
event  of  a  British  army  being  employed  ti 
co'operate  with  the  powers  of  the  cpnti 
nent,  in  the  course  of  3  or  4  years,  in  whiok 
time  they  might  be  wholly  subjugated,  or, 
what  they  all  most  desired,  might  have  re- 
established  theur  independence,  as  the  eri 
terion  of  expenditure.    Having  staled  this, 
he  liad  only  to  request  of  the  bouse  and  ol 
the  country,  that  they  would  receive  hii 
proposition  such  as  it  was,  and  as  it  candid* 
ly  professed    to  be,  and  net  look  upon 
him  as  responsible  for  any  altf  ration  thai 
might  take  place.    If  he  coutwued  to  61j 
the  situation  whieh  he  then  beM,  it  would 
be  fan  duty  to  explain  the  cause  of  thi 
ehange  when  it  ooeurred*    He  eouM  not 
lH)t  ienarh»  that,  m  the  yiaa  Ihol  had  biii 
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iobmitted  by  the  noble  lord,  he  bid  mvail* 
«d  bimself  of  what  had  nisver  been  laid 
down  by  him  as  a  smgle  or  sefwrate  prin- 
ciple. The  noble  lord  had  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  excess  of  the  Sinkingf  Fund, 
without  adverting  to  the  concarrent  prin- 
ciple of  adding  to  that  Fund,  wliicfa  was  a 
leading  feature  of  his  system.  He  bad 
bimself  however,  proposed  to  equalise  the 
operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund  by  adding 
to  it  now  with  a  view  to  take  from  it 
bereafter;  but  the  noble  lord  had  taken  all 
the  beneficial  result,  and  left  out  of  his 
pbn  the  operating  cause.  He  should  not 
4hen  enter  farther  into  the  consideration  of 
the  plan  of  the  noble  lord,  but  trusted  that 
the  aiyoumed  debate  would  take  place  on 
the  most  convenient  day,  which  he  suppos- 
ed would  be  Monday  next,  the  day  of  the 
discussion  of  his  own  Resolutions,  beyond 
^hich  day  he  could  not  consent  to  have 
tbe  discussion  deferred,  in  consideration  of 
the  effect  that  the  delay  might  have  on  the 
.Ways  and  Means  of  the  year.  'He  was 
leady  to  give  the  noble  lord  all  the  assist- 
ance in  his  power,  and  assured  him  that 
lie  would,  not  only  in  thb  instance,  but  at 
all  times,  be  ready  to  attend  to  any  sng^es- 
tions  from  him.  or  from  any  of  the  hon. 
gentlemen  near  hun. 

Mr.  Rou  did  not  propose  to  enter  then 
into  the  discussion  of  tbe  Resolutions  that 
bad  been  submitted.  He  wished  merely 
to  state,  that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
data  of  the  noble  lord  opposite,  or  of  his 
noble  friend,  though  he  t^iought  those  of  his 
noble  friend  less  liable  to  objection.  On 
Monday  he  shoutd  state  bis  opinions  on  tlie 
subject,  though  he  should  not  throw  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  ways  and  means 
of  tbe  year.  The  plan  of  the  noble  lord, 
however  appeared  to  him  a  penuaiient  one ; 
and,  if  once  adopted,  it  m  oald  not  be  pos* 
aibie  to  make  any  alteration  hi  it  for  20 
years,  without  convulsing  the  whole  system. 
— ^The    debate    was    then  adjourned   to 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday t  February  13. 
[Petition  respecting  the  Hamp- 
SHiRB  Election.]  .Mr,  Aaheton  Smith 
rose  pursuant  to  notice,  to  submit  a  motion 
to  the  house  on  the  subject  of  the  Petition, 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  present  on  a 
former  day  (see  p.  684).  But  before  he 
ahould  proceed  further,  he  thought  it  regu* 


hu*  that  the  Petition,  and  also  the  Resolu- 
tion of  (hat  house  of  the  10th  of  Decem- 
ber, \779f  shouhi  be  read.  Tbe  Petition 
was  then  read,  as  likewise  the  Resolution 
of  1779,  which  declared.  'That  it  is 
'  highly  criminal  in  any  minister  or  minb- 

*  ters,  or  other  servants  under  the  crown  of 

*  Great  Britain,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  use 
'  the  powers  of  odice  in  the  election  of  repre- 
'  sentatives  to  serve  in  parliament ;  and  an  at- 

*  tempt  at  such  influence  will  at  all  times 

*  be  resented  by  this1)ouse.  as  aimed  at  its 

*  own  honour,  dignity,  and  independency, 
'  as  an  infringement  of  tbe  dearest  rights 

*  of  every  subjwlt  throughout  the  Empire, 

*  and  tending  to  sap  the  basis  of  tliis  free 

*  and  happy  constitution.' — The  hon.  gent, 
then  proceeded  to  state,  tliat  in  bringing 
this  question  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house,  he  was  actuated  solely  by  a  sense  of 
public  duty.  So  far  from  entertaining  any 
hostile  disposition  towards  tbe  hon.  mem- 
ber who  was  particularly  alluded  to  in  the 
petition,  be  felt  tbe  behest  respect  for  him, 
and  considered  him  only  as  having  acted 
under  the  directions  of  the  government. 
The  petition,  it  would  be  recollected,  charg- 
ed that  hon.  gent,  with  having  written  to 
the  Barrack-Master*General,  durecting  him 
to  use  the  whole  extensive  influence  of  the 
Barrack  Department,  in  order  to  promote 
the  election  of  the  candidates  recommend^ 
ed  by  the  ministers  for  the  representation 
of  the  county  of  Soutliamplon.  This  in- 
terference was  the  more  extraordinary  and 
unprecedented,  because  tbe  influence  of 
tlie  goveriunent  "was  otherwise  very  exten- 
sive in  that  i^ouuty.  Tbe  consequence  of 
Ihi^etler  from  the  Secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury ^o  the  Barrack  Master  General,  and 
of  the  activity  of  that  department,  was, 
that  an  lion.  gent,  who  had  represented 
that  county  for  1 6*  yeare,  with  fidelity  and 
credit,  had  been  unsuccessfol  at  the  last 
election.  If  the  freeholders  of  the  county 
had  been  left  to  the  free,  unbiassed,  and 
independent  exercise  of  their  suffinges,  he 
was  confident  that  that  gentleman  would 
now  be  seated  as  their  representative  in  that 
house.  It  was  for  this  invasion  of  their 
rights,  that  the  petitioners  laid  their  case 
before  parliament,  and  were  anxiously 
wishing  for  an  opportunity  of  proving  the 
allegations  in  their  petitionto  that  house. 
They  had  an  anxious  hope  and  wish  that 
the  house  would  take  sueh  steps»  as  in  its 
wisdom  would  seem  meet,  in  order  to  pre. 
vent,  in  future  thfr^ocqiineace  of  meh' vn. 
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cOBStkutional  practices.  Otherwise  the 
representation  of  tiiat  great  county  would 
be  under  the  controul  of  tiie  government, 
and  the  most  valuable  rights  of  the  people 
would  be  annihilated.  He  trusted  that  the 
bouse  of  ccunmons  would  ever  be  ready  to 
resist  such  unjustifiable  attempts  to  infringe 
the  franchises  of  Uie  electors,  aod  therieby 
to  undermine  the  independence  and  integri- 
ty of  the  representative  body  of  the  nation. 
He  therefore  moved,  that  the-  Petitjon  be 
referred  to  tlie  Committee  of  Privileges  to 
examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  to  report 
the  same,  together  with  th^ir  opinion  there- 
on, to  the  house. 

Sir  Henry  Mildmay  rose  to  second  the 
motion  of  hb  hon.  friend.  The  allegations 
of  that  petition  had  been  ably  brought  un- 
der the  view  of  the  house  by  the  manliness, 
the  moderation,  and  the  talents  of-  his  hon. 
friend.  In  touching  upon  the  subject  of 
tliis  .petition,  he  confessed  he  felt  consider- 
able difficulty,  because  of  the  prominent 
share  he  had  borne  on  the  occasion  to 
which  it  refered ;  because  any  observations 
he  should  make  upon  it,  might  perhaps  be 
considered  as  tlie  result  of  his  feelings  of 
disappointment.  But  under  ail  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  he  considered  it  not 
only  a  duty  lie  owed  to  the  individuals, 
whose  rights  had  been  invaded,  but  a  still 
grater  duty  to  the  house,  to  the  public, 
and  to  himself,  to  trace,  to  detect,  and  to 
expdSe  sui:h  unconstitutional  interference 
on  the  part  of  his  tnajesty's  ministers. 
This  interfel-ence  had  been  exerted  in  a 
most  unjustifiable  and  open  manner  o» 
that  occasion,  not  only  in  defiance  of  the 
principles  of  the  constitution,  but  in  the 
teeth  of  a  resolution  of  that  house.  His 
hon.  friend  had  not,  by  his  motion,  called 
upon  the  house  to  come  to  any  hasty  or 
premature  decision;  he  had  only  proposed 
to  them  to  adopt  a  proceeding  analogous 
to  what  had  been  pui-sued  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, of  nearly  a  similar  nature.  On 
searching  for  precedents,  however,  he  ad- 
mitted Aat  there  were  none  to  be  found 
precisely,  analogous  to  the  present  case. 
Bat  the  uncoBstitntional  interference  with 
the  freedom  of  election. was  no  less  a  sub- 
ject worthy  of  the  attention  of  that  house. 
When  this  petition  had  been  presented,  a 
noble  lord  opposite,  (lord  Temple)  had 
stated,  that  the  petition  had  for  a  long  time 
occupied  the  public  atteutiou,  and  that 
muf  h  p«ns  had  Ifeen  taken  to  poison  the 
pubjiic  mpd  upon  tbe.subject.of  .it    FrQm 


the  gestures  of  the  hon.  gents,  on  the  trea* 
sury  bench,  be  supposed  they  'conceived 
that  to  liave  been  tlie  case;  but  the  state* 
ment  was  utterly  unsupported  by  any  prPQf» 
and,  as  far  as  the  petitioners  were,  concern-^ 
ed,  was  wholly  tinfounded  in  fact.  He 
was  glad  that  the  petition- was  at  length 
subnntted  to  the  consideration  of  the  house^ 
Hiid.^e  agreed  entirely  with  the  noble  lord» 
tliat  if  they  should  fail  in -substantiating  the 
charge  contained  in  it,  on  them  the  whole 
blame  and  censure  should  fall.  But,  if 
they  should  succeed  in  proving  the  allega> 
tionsof  the  petition:  if  they  should  mSkA 
out  a  stronger  case  even  than  the  charges 
in  the  petition  amounted  lo,  he  trusted  3ie 
noble  lord  would  agree  with  him  that  the 
house  was  bound  to  adopt  some  proceed* 
ings  with  a  view  to  do  justice  between  the 
parties,  with  a  view  to  redeem  tbe  solemn 
pledge,  which  it  had  given  in  the  resolution 
of  1  t79y  i"  which  it  declared  it  highly  cri- 
minal in  a  minister  of  the  crown  to  use  the. 
power  oi  his  office  for  the  purpose  of  jnflu« 
encing  an  election.  He  trusted  too,  that 
the  noble  lord  would  not  employ  the 
weight  of  his  commanding  eloquence,  nor 
the  government  extend  the  protecting  shield 
of  its  power,  in  order  to  arrest  the  mea* 
sures  which  might  appear  to  the  house  • 
necessary  on  such  an  occasion.  And  here 
he  wished  to  advert  to  certain  particularities 
in  the  situation  of  the  county  of  Southamp* 
ton,  which  rendered  the  transaction  still- 
more,  culpable.  There  was  no  county  of 
equal  extent,  population,  and  wealth,  in 
which  the  government,  independant  of  the. 
Ipterfereuce  complained  of  in  the  petition, 
had  so  much  influence  as  in  Hampshire. 
There  was  more  of  church,  collegiate,  and 
copyhold  property,  which  gave  no  right  to 
the  elective  frandiise  in  that  county,  than 
in  any  other  of  equal  extent,  consequently 
there  was  less  of  freehold  property  and* 
fewer  electors.  The.  interference  of  govern*  ' 
ment,  therefore,  strucjc  more  effectually  at 
the  indepeudance  of  the  representation* 
There  was  also  in  that  county  one  of  the 
principal  naval  arsenals  of  the  kingdom, 
the  number  of  persotts  employed  in  which, 
that  had  freehold^  exceeded  400.  .  These 
were  persons,  constantly,  regularly,  and:  ex- 
clusively employed  by  government  in  the 
docks,  and  subject  to  its  controul.  There 
was  also  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ports- 
mouth, an  ifcfiqite  ^-ariety  of  persons,  who 
were  frequently  employed  by  the  navy 
board,  the  whole  of  whom  could  be  con* 
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did  not  form  any  part  of  the  malltr  of  the 
petition.    If  no  addition  were  to  be  made 
to  tlM  influence,  whieh  bad  iiiereaied»  was 
increasing,  and  moat  continue  to  increase, 
na  long  as  the  oatent  of  the  British  navy 
sibottld^be  augaMDtttg,  it  would  give  the 
fovarnmeat  a  poweHbl  faiterest  in  that 
eottnty.     But  not  content  with  that,  the 
ndaahiistration  had  enlisted  the  whole  bar- 
tack  department  hito  its  service,  and  em- 
ployed the  peinons  engaged  in  that  depart- 
sent,  as  in  i^;cnts  to  promole  the  eleetion 
of  Ma  fiifoorile  candidates.    So  that  it  was 
impossible  ibr  any  private  individual  to 
mpple   with  tho  power  of  government 
■I  tluil  county,  and  the  executi^'e  possessed 
the  means  of  reducing  it  to  the  condition 
of  a  dose  boruugh,  /or  which  they  could 
■oiMiale  the  representatives.    But  in  order 
to  eeme  nearer  to  the  subfcct,  lie  should 
bet  leave  to  read  the  documents  upon 
wmoh  this  pioeeeding  rested ;  and  first,  the 
pafier,  which  was  the  fenndation  of  the 
whole  bnshieni.     Here  the  hon.  baronet 
tend  an  extract  Arom  the  first  letter  of  sir 
Wnu  Heathcole  to  the  Hampshire  club, 
sMh^(  the  ifii^ication  of  lord  Temple, 
nntkorised  by  lord  Grenville,  to  hhuself, 
Mmating  to  him,  that  government  would 
not  oppose  Ms  reflection,  in  the  event  of  a 
dissolution,  If  he  did  not  coalesce  with  Mr. 
Cbnte,  against  whom  government  proposed 
lo  set  np  a  candidate,  Mr.  Chute  having 
put  himself  hi  systematic  opposition  to 
government.    By  this  it  would  appear,  that 
the  interibrenee  of  the  executive  in  thai 
county  had  not  orighrated  with  the  secre- 
tey  to  the  treasary,  nor  with  the  couiptrol- 
kr  of  the  navy,  but  was  a  preconcerted, 
premeditated,  and  predigested  plan  of  the 
ffovemment,  to  dictate  representatives  to 
mt  county  of  Sonthampton,  and  to  exclude 
•  lesMctable  gentleman  who  had  represen- 
|id  tnat  county  for  1 6  years.    It  was,  how- 
over,  in  csndour,  necessary  for  him  to  state, 
that  the  noble  lord  had  given  a  subse()uent 
iaipianation  of  that  transaction,  and  without 
ol  all  hnpntin|  any  wMbl  misrepresentation 
to  cither  of  these  persons,  there  appeared 
to  him  a  ceotradiction  m  ^ir  statements. 
It  would  be  Ibr  the  house  to  dedde  which 
wws  most  Vkdy  to  be  correct,  sir  Wm. 
Htatbcote*  who  retired  to  h|fi  closet  after 
the  ttiterview  to  make  n  medwrandum  <tf 
what  passed,  with  a  view  to  its  publication, 
•rtbenoMoloid,wbo^  withont  the  aid  of 


any  nmonndum  whatever,  tbme  weeks 
after,  gave  an  explanation  of  it.  The  next 
letter  he  had  to  uotice  was  one  dated  9e()t. 
22,  from  William  Fremantle,  esq.  one  of 
the  secretaries  of  the  treasury,  to  the  bai^ 
rack-master-general.  This  letter  had  been 
sent  by  the  barrack-master^gcneraf ,  genemi 
Hewitt,  inclosed  in  one  from  hhnself  to  mn- 
jor  Davies,  deputy  tiarraek*master^eneral. 
General  Hewitt,  in  his  letter,  stated  that  \m 
could  not  better  cany  mto  efiect  the  re« 
commendation  of  Mr.  Fremnntle,  than  by 
inclosing  this  letter  to  major  Davies.  Tho 
hon.  baronet  here  read  the  letter  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  barrack* 
master-general,  recommending  the  govern- 
ment candidates,  the  hon.  Mr.  HertMrt  and 
Mr.  Tltistlethwaite,  to  his  favourable  iit- 
flnence,  and  requestbg  him  to  mentfon 
the  same  to  the  other  gentlemen  of  the 
department.  This  letter  had  been  marked 
'^  on  his  miycst/s  service,^  and  the.  copy 
which  be  had  of  it  had  been  taken  from 
the  letter  which  had  been  in  the  posses* 
sion  of  major  Davies.  In  consequence 
of  it,  every  exertion  had  been  made,  and 
with  success.  To  this  major  Davies  had 
replied,  that  the  committee  were  of  opinion 
that  his  canvass  would  be  more  eifoctual  at 
Lyraington  and  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The 
next  letter  was  from  general  Hewitt,  to 
major  Davies,  informing  him  that  he  might 
go  to  Lymington  if  he  could  obtain  the 
permission  of  the  commander  of  the  6s^ 
trict,  but  at  the  same  time  that  he  could  net 
he  allowed  any  thing  to  defray  the  expencee 
t>f  bis  journey,  this  being  a  species  of  service 
which  could  not  be  in>et  ted  in  the  pubtic  ac- 
count*  The  impression  on  his  mtnd  from  this 
letter  was,  that  tliere  were  two-accounts  k^ 
in  the  bamickdepartment,one  public  and  the 
other  private  [a  cry  of  no?  nol].  Weill 
this  showed  more  than  any  thing  else  the 
necessity  of  going  into  the  committer  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  or  no  there  was 
any  private  account.  The  next  letter  waa 
A-om  major  Davies  to  the  barrtick'masteN 

Siieral,  staling  that  Ma  destination  had  been 
ed  for  Lyminglon  and  the  Isle  of  Wighi^ 
and  that  his  route  hod  been  akotcked  by 
lord  Carnarvon,  to  that  pokit,  aa  not  veiy 
fhr  from  the  residence  of  Mr.  lloea.  Now» 
ho  eottM  not  see  how  tUi  nobk  petaonige 
dfould  iqppear  in  aoch  a  tMBSsactlon.  Ho 
knew  tbera  was  snch  a  penon  as  eail  Cafw 
narvoOi  who  had  been  fbtmoriy  a  dMn* 
gvished  member  of  tbaft  house,  nnd  who 
was  a  near  eoonenioa  of  one  of  Hm  cnndl* 
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(hte$,  but  ht  could  not  sapposje  l^at  tbe 
poble  persoDage  would  make  kiniself  a 
party  io<  any  such  Unoonstkulional  proceed- 
ing. But  be  could  tetl  him  that  he  might 
hereafter  spare  hhnself  the  trouble  of  scud- 
ing  to  canvass  tliat  neighboM>hood,  because 
tl^  experience  and  weight  of  his  right  hou. 
friends  character  and  public  conduct  insu- 
red to  him  and  to  his  connections  the  sup- 
port of  his  neighbours.  The  next  letter  he 
liad  to  notice,  was  .one  in  which  major  Da* 
%ies  stated,  tliat  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
M  ould  not  su0ii^  him  to  depart  for  Lyming- 
tofXy  tiU  he  ^ould  himself  set  out  for  Wales, 
^ki^hich  he  imputed  to  a  fear,  on  the  part  of 
his  royaj  highness,  lest  his  efforts  should 
produce  an  effect  inimical  to  his  political 
connections.  This,  no  doubt,  was  matter 
ot  conjecture  only  ;  but  if  he  undlrstood 
a/iy  ithing  of  the  character  oi  that  illustrious 
personage,  with  v>  hom  he  had  had  the  lio- 
nour  of  beitig  a  considerable  lime  acquaint- 
ed, he  was  convinced  he  could  not  be  in- 
*fiuenced  by  any  such  feel wgs.  Tlie  last 
letter  which  he  had  to  notice,  was  one  dated 
Januai^  the  1st,  1 S06,  wliich  ought  evident- 
ly to  be  1  807,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that 
Ma^r  Davies  was  prosecuted  by  Mr.  De- 
verell,  on  the  c^)posite  side,  and  thus  lie  had 
.9Sl  oiler  made  to  him  by  Colonel  St.  John, 
on  tlte  part  of  one  of  the  most  respectable 
men  in  the  county,  of  relieving  him  from  all 
bis  en»barr4ssments,  if  he  would  give  up  the 
ireasfiry  letters  in  his  possession,  which  pro- 
posal he  iiad  rejected.  He  was  as  curious 
as  any  man,  to  find  out  wiio  this  "  most 
respectable''  man  of  the  county  was ;  fqr 
though  he  had  been  40  years  resident  in 
.  Hampshire^  if  he  were  asked  to  point  such 
.a  person  out,  he  should  tind  it  dithcult. 
However,  as  this  person  w  ho  couid  so  bully 
»iid  bribe  with  the  same  breath,  who  wus  so 
ready  to  discharge  major  Davies  from  his 
emharrasments,  might  a!so  have  means  of 
ki^uiiug  him,  he  was  bound  to  slate  that 
Le  jiad  obtained  cppiesof  the  letters  from  a 
person  who  had  them  in  his  possession,  pre- 
vious to  Wv^^  election.  From  this  written  evi- 
dence they  could  shew,  that  the  government 
had  issued  its  mandates  to  the  barrack  de- 
ftfirtBieiit,  and  that  its  directions  had  been 
£uthfully  executed,  "  £x  quo  disce  omnes.'' 
TJie«acne  couise  bad  t>een  adopted  in  all  the 
otlw  de|^Ktmf9iiU,  and  particularly  by  the 
.coiiMpftf»Her.of  tbe  navy.  I;f they o<mid  prove 
-Ifae  fact  m.  ^vut  kystuBce^  that  v^ould  be  suffi- 
idflBt  Ko>  ppofve  their  case.  He  fett,  that  in 
4kifti9stanfx  Ihe  priiu:iple»jc>f  Ihe.coioiitu- 


tion  were  involved,  and  that  there  was  no  bo* 
rough,  so  hermetically  sealed,  to  wliich  thia 
infiHence,if  countenanced,  might  not  extend. 
This  was  a  case  that  involved  the  honour* 
the  dignity,,  and  the  mdependence  of  parli- 
ament. If  the  house  were  to  suffer  such 
practices  to  pass  uncensured;  if  it  were  to 
forfeit  tl)e  solemn  pledge  contained  in  its 
former  resolutions,  it  would  forfeit  its  owa 
character,  Jionour  and  authority.  Here  he 
begged  leave  to  read  the  letter  of  the  duke 
of  Chandos,  which  had  given  rise  to  the  re- 
solution of  1 779*  and  which  only  recom- 
mended to  some  friend,  to  attend  the  county 
meeting  at  Southampton,  in  order  to  add 
to  the  respectabiliiy  of  the  assembly.  Yet 
the  duke  of  Chandos  vras  a  person  who  had 
considerable  property  m  the  county,  and 
wrote  only  to  a  private  individual,  whilsl: 
the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury,  who  had  writ- 
ten in  this  case,  had  no  property  in  the 
county,  and  had  set  a  whole  public  depart- 
ment in  motion.  He  had  done  his  duty,  iu 
promoting  the  application  by  petition  to 
that  house,  and  in  tracing  the  case  through 
its  whole  progress,  and  should  therefore  in 
this  instance,  follow  upthat|duty  by  votings 
that  the  petition  ie  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  privileges.— On  the  question  being 
put,  g 

Mr.  Fremantle  said,  that  in  risuig  to 
vindicate  himself  from  the  charges  that 
bad  been  brought  against  him,  he  felt  con- 
siderable fears,  not  from  any  conscious 
/less  of  guilt,  but, from'  the  difficulty  which 
unavoidably  arose  from  his  not  havuig 
been  accustomed  to  parliamentary  speaking. 
But  how  much  greater  must  his  difiiculty 
be,  when  he  reflected  that  his  own  charac- 
ter and  conduct,  and  the  character  and 
even  the  very  existence  of  the  government 
under  which  he  acted,  was  committed  in 
the  present  charge  ?  He  had  only  therefore 
to  throw  himself  upon  the  indufgeuce  of 
the  house,  whilst  he  repelled  the  ciarges  to 
the  best  of  his  ability.  From  the  moment 
of  the  dissolution  of  parliament,  rumours 
had  been  in  circulation  upon  the  subject 
of  the  interference  of  government  in  the 
county  of  Southampton.  He  trusted  that  he 
should  be  able  to  simw  tluit  these  rumours 
iiad  been  magniiied  and  exaggerated  be- 
yond what  the  <rase  would  warrant  No  won- 
der, therefore,  that  the  j.ublic  mind  shouUi 
have  ^een  aSEected  by  such  stai  eVnents.  H  e 
was  confident,  however,  that  he  should  be 
able  to  shew  that  he  had  not  committeS 
either  the  governutBiit  01  hiiiisel£  Mpou^his 
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occaskm.    When  the  cbai^was  broogbt 
fbhmrd  sisainst  him  personally,  be  should 
luive  thought  he  was  entKledto  the  same 
allentioD  as  any  other  individual  who  might 
happen  to  be  accused.    He  could  not  ac- 
count, therefore,  for  the  conduct  of  those 
who  had  sitrned  and  brouf^ht  forward  the 
pf  tition  against  bim.    He  was  satisfied  with 
the  exphination  that  had  been  irtven  by  the 
hon.  gent,  who  presentetl  it.    He  luid  beeu 
long  known  to  that  hon.  t;ent  and  was  not 
sensible  of  having  uicurrcd  either  his  displea-  { 
sure  or  antmositv.    As  to  the  olher  geutlc- 
men  who  signed  the  petition,  he  had  been 
known  to  many  of  them,  and  was  equally 
ignorant  of  his  having,  in  any  one  shape, 
deserved  their  hostility.     One  of  the  hon. 
members  who  had  signed  the  petition,  whom 
he  did  not  then  see  in  his  place  (Mr.  Deut), 
had  within  a  very  few  days  given  hiiii,  as  a 
pledge  of  the  continuance  of  his  former 
feeling  towaitis  bim,  a   splendid  and  hos- 
pitable entertainment  at  his  house.     If  be 
could  trifle  either  with  the  subject  or  with 
the  house,  he  should  say  that  he  had  l>een 
invited  to  be  fattened  and  pampered  for  a 
public  spectacle.     However,  he  might  ac- 
quit that   hon.  member  of  such  iutention, 
because  he  believed  he  had  signe4l  the  peti- 
tion ignorant  and  ainconscious  of  what  it 
coutaiued,  and  he  begged  him,  if  in  the 
house*  to  be  persuaded  that  he  tcit  no  re- 
sentment against  bim. — ^lliis  was  not   the 
petition  that  had  bee-i  sanctioned  by  the 
freeholders  of  the  county,  but  a  perfectly 
new  one,  that  had  been  framed  withia  a  few 
days.    The  hon.  member  to  wlioiu  he  had 
alluded,  had  only  lent  his  name  lo  w  hut  he 
conceived  a  general  charge  against  the  go- 
vernment.   The  rumours  iliat  had   beeu 
circulated  respecting  the   uuconstitutional 
interference  of  the  government  had  been 
kept  up  with  such  industry,  though   not 
founded  in  fact,  and  be  should  add)  resting 
only  upon  falsehood,  that  it  was  no  wonder 
if  they  had  made  some  impression  upon  the 
public  mind.    'But  he  was  ready  to  answer 
for  the  fact,  and  he  should  be  ashamed  ever 
to  put  pen  to  paper,  if  he  could  shrink  from 
a  responsibility,  for  every  sylhible  he  had 
written.    It  was  unnecessary  for  the  hon. 
,  baronet  to  have  taken  so  much  pains,  rc« 
•  «pecting  the  letter  he  had  written,  of  which 
6o^i0Bver,  be  had  pbtamed  but  %  copy.    It 
Would  be  for  bim  to  state  that  no  charge 
^  could  be  substantiated  against  anyperson,  on 
the  bare  ground  of  an  unautfaenticated  copy. 
He  did  not  by  any  means  intend  to  tfilie 


that  course,  though  if  he  were  to  mdmed, 
he  appealed  to  the  House,  whether  he  might 
not  obfect  to  such  a  foundation  of  a  charge 
agamst  him ;  but  he  did  not  dosv  the  let- 
ter, on  the  contrary,  he  had  tajcen  some 
pauis  to  procure  the  original,  for  whkh  he 
could  appeal  to  his  friends,  in  order  to  ena- 
ble the  house  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  me* 
ritsof  the  case.  As  (he  hon.  baronet  had 
read  that  letter,  he  trusted  the  house  would 
|)ermit  him  to  read  it  also.  Tlie  hon.  gent 
here  read  the  hitter,  which  had  been  read 
before  by  the  hon.  baronet.  The  letter 
was  dated  Treasury  Chambers,  Sept  22, 
some  time  previous  to  the  dissolution,  and 
was  marked  *'  private. '  He  should  not  sa^ 
that  many  letters  on  official  business  might 
not  be  sometimes  marked  in  this  manner, 
but  cAainly  the  gentlemen  opposite,  who 
had  so  much  more  experience  in  the  busi- 
ness of  otiice  than  he  had,  must  know  that 
letters  so  marked  were  never  preserved  by 
ofiicial  copies  in  the  office.  He  pnly  recom- 
mended the  candidates  whom  he  wished  to 
succeed,  to  the  favourable  influence  of  the 
barrack-niaster-general,  and  requested  of 
him  to  recommend  them  to  the  other  gen- 
tlemen in  that  department.  These  were 
the  expressions  he  made  use  of,  and  be  was 
ready  both  to  claim  arid  to  justify  tbero. 
Now,  as  to  tlie  charge  "  that  William  Fre- 

*  mantle,  esq.  one  of  the  secretaries,  who 
'  had  no  property  in  the  county,  had  employ- 

*  ed  the  power  of  his  office  to  influence  the 
'  election,"  he  could  easily  dispose  of  that, 
it  was  one  of  the  unfortunate  consequences 
of  the  petition  having  been  brought  forward 
without  any  communication  being  made  to 
hini  on  the  subject,  that  sueh  a  statement 
as  that  had  found  its  way  into  the  petition. 
If  the  honourable  members  who  brougbt 
forward  the  petition,  had  informed  him  o( 
its  contents,  he  could  have  saved  them  tiie 
trouble  of  presenting  it  at  all  ;  he  would 
have  saved  them  the  disgrace  they  must  feel 
from  the  indignation  of  the  house,  or  be 
would  have  saved  the  house  the  trouble  of 
listening  to  his  justification.  The  answer 
that  be  had  to  make  to  that  charge  was,  that 
he  was  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  South- 
ampton, that  he  had  a  property  in  that 
county,  and  that  he  had  as  good  aright  as 
any  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  thought 
proper  to  agn  the  petitioti,  to  employ  all 
the  means  which  his  property,  influence,  or 
connections  afforded,  to  promote  the  elec- 
tion of  those  candidates  whom  he  wished  to 
succeed.    He  had' for  many  years  posses- 
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sed  a  property  in  that  county ;  and  his  near- 
est and  dearest  connections  lived  Uiere,  wbo 
were  in  the  habit  of  consulting  him,  and 
who  would  be  influenced  by  his  advice,  had 
properties  in  that  county  eqnal  to  any,  and 
larger  than  the  properties  of  most  of  those 
whose  names  were  to  the  petition .  Tliougli 
be  had  been  settled  at  the  Treasury,  it 
did  not  follow  that  he  was  to  he  denied 
that  which  was  the  birthright  of  every 
Englishman,  the  right  of  givin;;  his  support 
and  influence  to  the  candidate  whom  he 
preferred.  If  he  were  to  be  deprived  of 
that  right  by  his  ofiice,  he  would  not  hold 
the  office  for  five  minutes. — So  far  he  had 
considered  the  question  on  the  ground  of  pri- 
vate feelings.  He  should  next  ask  the  hon. 
baronet,  by  what  law  it  was  that  be  was  de- 
prived of  this  right,  merely  because  he  held 
the  situation  of  secretary  to  the  treasury  ? 
The  resolution  of  the  house  in  1 779,  ex- 
tended only  to  persons  who  should  use  the 
power  of  their  oflicial  situations  to  inQu' 
ence  elections,  but  did  not  preclude  per- 
sons holding  oflices  from  giving  their  votes 
and  interest  to  whatever  candidate  they 
pleased.  He  was  not  aware  of  any  law  to 
that  eflect,  and  he  begged  th^  house  to  look 
at  the  situation  it  would  be  in,  was  every 
member  of  tlie  government  of  this  country, 
whatever  migiit  be  their  talents,  their 
wealth,  their  consequence,  or  their  other 
claims  to  be  high  in  the  estimation  of  their 
<:ountrymen,  deprived  of  all  the  influ- 
ence natural  to  such  qualificaitions,  solely 
because  they  happened  to  fill  an  oflice 
in  the  government.  Was  that  a  doctrine 
that  could  be  supported  in  that  house  or 
tolerated  in  tliis  country  ?  Having  thus 
stated  that  he  was  not  restricted  by  any  law 
from  pursuing  the  course  he  had  followed, 
that  his  property  gave  him  the  fight,  and 
that  that  right  was  strengthencvi  by  the 
consideration  of  the  property  possessed  in 
the  county  by  his  nearest  and  dearest  con- 
nections, he  had  next  to  state  another  mo- 
tive, which  had  induced  him  to  take  an 
interest  in  the  election  for  Hampshire. 
Mr  Thistlethwaite,  one  of  the  candidates, 
was  his  cousin  by  marriage,  and  their  fami- 
lies were  connected  by  all  the  ties  of  affinity 
and  friendship.  Under  such  circumstances, 
be  should  have  been  wanting  in  the  proper 
feelings  of  attachment  if  he  had  not  exerted 
himself  to  promote  the  success  of  a  candi- 
llate  in  whom  his  nearest  and  dearest  con- 
nections had  such  an  interest,  provided,  that 
in  so  doing,  he  did  not  employ  the  power 


of  his  official  situation.  He  begged  here  to 
bring  back  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
letter,  and  he  would  then  ask  whether  there 
was  a  single  expression  in  it  which  could  be 
construed  to  convey  the  command  of  office* 
He  had  written  in  precisely  the  same  terms 
that  any  gentleman  not  holding  an  official 
situation,  would,  to  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment with  whom  he  was  acquainted.  He 
had  known  general  Hewitt,  and  had  under- 
stood that  major  Davies  was  a  freeholder 
in  tiie  county  of  Southampton,  and  had 
applied  to  general  Hewitt'  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  that  vote.  Whether  he  had 
been  rightly  informed  as  to  major  Davies 
having  a  vote,  he  could  not  tell,,  but  he  had 
reason  to  believe  that  he  had  not  voted 
either  for  Mr.  Herbert,  or  Mr.  Thistle- 
thwaite. The  hon.  baronet  had  stated,  that 
the  whole  barrack  department  had  been  put 
in  motion,  and  that  considerable  influence 
had  been  thereby  createil  in  the  decision 
of  the  election.  But  he  challenged  the  hon* 
baronet  or  any  of  the  gentlemen  by  him,  to 
prove  the  influeiKe  thus  chaiged.  If  he  was 
well  informed,  not  a  sbigle  individual  con- 
nected with  Uie  barrack  department,  had 
given  a  vote  at  the  election,  and  even 
major  Davies  had  not  Voted,  either  for  Mr. 
Herbert,  or  Mr.  Thistlethwaite.  The  hon* 
baronet  had  likewise  brought  forward  seve- 
ral letters  which  had  been  written  on  the 
subject  of  the  one  originally  written  by 
him.  But  he  trusted  the  house  would  not 
think  him  responsible  for  any  letter  'but 
that  of  which  he  had  himself  been  the 
author,  and  which,  he  trusted  he  had 
shewn,  could  neither  implicate  him  nor  th^ 
goveniment  under  which  he  acted.  The  * 
hon.  baronet  liad  also  read  a  letter  of  the 
duke  of  Chandos  wliich  had  given  rise  to 
the  resolution  of  parliament  in  the  year  1 77  ^» 
It  would  be  recollected  that  the  duke  of 
Chandos  had  been  a  peer  of  parliament, 
and  consequently  disqualified  by  a  resolu«^ 
tion  of  that  house  from  interteiing  with 
elections.  He  was  a  freeholder  of  the 
county,  and  possessed  as  good  a  right  as 
any  of  the  petidoners  to  canvass  his' tenants 
or  hb  friends,  in  favour  of  the  candidates 
he  preferred.  So  far  he  trusted  the  house 
would  feel  that  he  was  justified  in  going. 
Having  said  thus  much  of  the  charge  con^ 
tained  in  tlie  petition,  he  should  now  begin 
to  state  the  only  two  grounds  of  criminatioo 
against  ministers,  for  an  exercise  of  undue 
influence.  The  first  was^  when  they  abused 
1  .their  patronage  either  by  holding  out  meaa« 
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ces  or  rewards  to  persons  employed  m  Ibe 
public  departments,  with  a  view  to  indoence 
their  voices  at  an  election.    On  this  head 
be  a>uld  only  say,  that  neither  a  menace  of 
punishment  nor  a  promise  of  reward  had 
been  held  out  by  the  treasury,  at  the  last 
election,  to  any  person  in  any  department 
of  the  «fale ;  and  if  any  snch  proceedings 
bad  taken   place,  they  must  have  passed 
through  his  hands.    There  had  been  no 
abuse  of  the  patronage  of  government  in 
atiy  dqiartment  in  the  kingdom.    But  the 
allegations  of  this  petition  were  not  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  ofthe  coimty  of  Southamp- 
ton.   The  petitiofl  had  been  obtained  sur- 
leptitionsly,   privately  and    clandestinely, 
and  was  signed  only  by  1 12  persons,  who 
could  not  be  said  to  express  the  sense  of  a 
county  in  which  there  were  6i)00  electors; 
the  petition  therefore-did  not  contain  the 
acnse  of  the  county.    Was  there  a  fact 
brought  forward  to  prove  its  allegation?,  or 
was  it  supported  by  any  charge  from  any 
other  part  of  the  kingdom  ?   It  rested  solely 
upon  the  credit  of  the  112  gentlemen  who 
bad  signed  it,  and  who  had  signed  it  on  a 
belief  that  he  had  not  been  a  freeholder  of 
.the  coonty,  and  had  consequently  no  right 
to  interfere.    The  second  ground,  upon 
whi6h  charges  of  undue  interference  could 
be  made  against  government,  was  the  pro- 
Agate  use  of  their  power  m  the  abuse  of  the 
disposal  of  the  public  money.     As  for  as 
bis  knowledge  went,  no  snch  practise  had,, 
or  could  have  taken  place,  though  he  had 
heard  that  other  governments  had  resorted 
to  such  means  of  influence.     He  could  with 
the  greatest  confidence  assert,  that  no  mo- 
ney, not  a  shigle  shilling,  had  been  issued 
from  the  treasury,  directly  or  indirectly,  for 
the  purposes  ofthe  la*e  election.     H«^  wish- 
ed this  to  be  .well  understood  by  the  house, 
and  to  go  fortli  to  tl^e  pubhc  and  to  the 
World,  and  he  would  not  pledge  his  credit 
Und  character  upon  the  assertion,  if  he  bad 
not  the  most  positive  certainty  of  its  trutli. 
Tllere  had  not  been  a  single  shilling  issued, 
r  either  of  secret  service  money,  P.or  of  auv 
Other  fudd,  levied  ppoh  the  public,  for  such 
an  unworthy  purpose.    These  were  the 
only  two  points  upon  whWi  charges  could 
be  brought  for  undue  interference  against 
goternment.    He  had  answered  thfe  charges 
that  had  been  brought  against  him  to  the 
best  of  his  judgment,  atid  be  took  that  op- 
portunity of  protfe^tfng  Against  the  doctrine, 
that  the  individuals  ^ho  may  compose  an 
administration)  hftd  not  thfe  same  right  as 


others  to  give  their  mdiirklual  iiiflftetiel  and 
sup|jort  to  aucli  candidtfM  aa  th^y  tnat  pre^ 
fer.  The  lion,  gent  here  briefly  recapitiilaf- 
ed  his  former  statements,  and'  declared 
that  the  exercise  of  any  unconstitntioiml  in- 
Anence  was  as  repugnant  to  bis  own  feelings 
as  it  would  be  hostile  to  the  w  ish^s  of  lbos6 
with  whom  he  was  connected,  and  by  whom 
he  had  been  plnced  in  the  situation  he  thed 
held.  If  he  had  been  guilty  of  such  con- 
duct it  would  have  deprived  hiwi  of  the 
good  opinion  of  thote  ^hose  approbation 
he  most  coveted,  and  the  apprehension  of 
what  he  most  valued  was,  next  to  his  cwn 
principles,  the  best  security  against  such  uu* 
constitutional  conduct.  He  might  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  recriminating  by  charges 
of  a  much  more  dangerous  tendewtT  than 
those  preferred  against  him,  but  he  Vould 
ha?e  been  ashamed  of  himself,  if  he  coaid 
descend  to  such  a  course.  As  he  trusted 
he  was  incapable  of  acting  in  the  manner 
imputed,  he  should  with  confidendt  throw 
himself  upon  the  justice  of  the  house. 

Sir  IJerny  Mildinay  in  explanation  said, 
that  he  had  not  asserted  lliat  the  petition 
had  the  sanction  of  a  county  meeting. 

Mr.  Broderick  expressed  his  surprise  at 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  had  never  heard  scnlfnients  avow- 
ed in  parliament  so  directly  in  the  teeth  of 
the  resolution  of  the  house.  He  said  that 
he  had  property  in  the  county,  anil  he  be- 
h'cved  that  the  fact  was  so,  but  his  situation 
in  the  treasury  would  be  more  attended  to 
by  barrack-masters  and  others,  over  whtim 
the  treasury  might  be  supposed  to  have 
some  influence.  The  hon.  secretary  bad 
said,  thai  this  was  not  the  petition  of  tht 
county.  Ccrtaiiily  not.  It  had  never  been 
presented  as  such.  But  it  was  not  hk  busi- 
ness to  say  how  the  voters,  who  wished  to 
petition,  were  lo  assemble.  Uq  (Mr.  B.) 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  attending  clubs,  a«d 
knew  nothing  about  theii:  mode  of  proceed- 
ing. But  the  hon.  secretary's  friends  on  the 
bench  near  liim,  might  give  him  any  infor- 
mation on  ihat  head  he  might  require.  As 
to  the  right  of  government  to  interfere  in 
elections,  the  hon,  secretary  had  said,  tbatno 
threat,  no  improper  influence,  could  have 
been  used  by  the  government  without  his 
knowledge ;  so  extensive  was  his  connec- 
tion  with  all  its  members.  This  circum- 
stance would  prevail  much  more  with  the 
barrack-masters  than  any  consideration  of 
the  hon,  jecretary*s  property  in  the  county- 
It  had  been  said  by  a  fight  hon.  gent,  the 
other  night,  that  this  petuign  ought  to  hav? 
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bt^A  {jresentcd  sooner.  He  hoped  that 
uporifeflecdon  he  would  take  a  longer  view 
of  parliaihentafy  duties;  When  any  one 
had  a  matter  6t  great  and  serious  moment 
to  the  interests  of  the  house  and  of  the  coun* 
irt  to  propose  J  he  ought  to  hare  credit  for 
his  mi»tives,  ahd  to  be  aJIowed  to  bring  it 
forwdrd  at  the  time  which,  in  the  exercise  of 
his  own  discretion,  he  might  think  proper. 

Mr.  fV,  Htflkrt  expressed  his  satisfaction 
that  the  stream  of  calumny  which  had  been 
sj  industriously  spread  all  over  the  country, 
which  had  been  swelled  by  every  possible 
means  abroad,  and  nourished  by  insinuations 
even  in  that  house,  had  been  at  last  brought 
to  the  test  of  public  investigation.  But, 
however  much  he  felt  satisfied  at  this,  he 
'  must  say  something  respecting  the  conduct 
of  those  who  presented  this  petition*  They 
ought  to  have  presented  it  at  an  earlier  period. 
But  an  hon.  gent.  •  had  said,  that  they  had 
been  dcsirious  of  presenting  it  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  but  that  they  had  thought 
proper  to  delay  the  matter  till  a  full  alten- 
daace  of  county  members  might  be  expect- 
ed. But  what  Gould  he  say  to  justify  him- 
self, if  it  should  appear  to  be  tnije  that  the 
petition  did  not. exist  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  nor  had  been  even  in  contemplation; 
but  that  another  petition,  different  from  this, 
and  containing  no  distinct  charge  against  his 
hbh.  friend,  was  then  intended  to  be  pre- 
sented, but  was  afterwards  abandoned  from 
want  of  grounds  ?  He  did  not  say  this  light- 
ly;  and  he  took  the  liberty  of  adverting  to 
it  in  order  to  enable  the  house  to  judge  whe- 
ther this  petition  was  presented  from  party 
motives,  or  with  a  view  to  the  interests  of 
justice.  He  then  adverted  to  the  assertions 
that  had  been  -made  respecting  the  interfe- 
rence of  government  in  the  dock- yards,  and 
denied  that  any  improper  interference  had 
taken  place  there.  For  this  he  ha^l  the  au- 
thority of  the  commissioners,  and  other 
officers  of  the  dock-yards,  who  declared  that 
they  had  exercised  no  improper  influence 
over  the  artificers,  nor  had  endeavoured  to 
detach  such  of  them  as  wete  connected 
with  the  other  party  from  their  friends  and 
connections.  This  affair  of  tlie  dock-yards 
was  the  subject  of  the  other  petition,  which 
had  been  €ibandoned.  Biit  having  ascertain^ 
fed  that  there  ^vere  ho  substantial  pounds 
for  this,  thej^liad  resorted  to  this  unfounded 
charge  agaihst  his  hon.  friend.  iThreats 
and  calumnies  had  been  used  on  the  other 
side,  however,  even  by  some  invested  with 
magisterial  authority.  Such  threats  had 
b^  tised,  not  only  to  procure  votes,  but  to 
Jbrcte  vottrrs  tp  viobte  ^qr  plcd;^,    After 


ih&  able  and  ttiuily  defence  of  hit  hon.  frimfe 
little  remained  for  him  to  say  on'  the  meritt 
of  the  charge ;  but  he  would  ask  the  hon. 
baronet  (sir  H  Miidmay)  how  he  could  pro« 
duce  papers  there  that  had  been  disavowed 
by  another  hon*  baronet,  who  had  first  made 
the  statements  contained  in  them.  That 
hon. \  baronet  had  confessed  that  he  could 
not  pledge  himself  as  to  their  accuracy,  as 
he  was  dull  of  hearing.  He  insisted  on  the 
right  of  the  individuals  composing  the  go- 
vernment, to  interfere  in  elections  like  any 
other  individuals*  and  expreteed  hh  hopn 
that  the  house  would  join  with  him  in  cen- 
suring th^  conduct  of  those  Who  had  preseiv« 
ted  this  frivolous  and  unfounded  petition. 

Mr.  Jeffeiy  said,  that  after  the  bold  assei^ 
tions  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
that  no  influence  had  been  used  by  govern*, 
ment,  either  in  Hampshire  or  any  other 
place,  he  could  not  rest  satisfied  With  {giving. 
a  silent  vote  on  the  question,  for  fear  it  migM 
be  taken  as  a  sympton  that  he  a^ent^d  totilli 
truth  of  those  assertions.  He  would  there* 
fore  request  the  attention  of  thebOuie  till  he 
gave  a  few  reasons,  which  came  within  hi« 
own  knowledge,  and  which  in  fact  rdated 
to  himsdf,  to  shew  the  hous^  why  he,  for 
one,  could  not  place  confidence  in  those  aW 
sertions.  That  very  hon.  ^^iA,  the  SeCr6»' 
tary  of  thfe  treasury,  had  openly  and  plainly 
told  him,  that  if  he  again  oflFefeil  himself  aS  a 
candidate  for  Poole,^  he  must  not  expect  th^ 
influence  of  government  in  his  favour,  WMth 
he  had  formerly  fexperienced,  becanse  hft 
had  in  the  last  parliament  opposed  and  vot^d 
against  the  government:  that  they  werfc 
therefore  determined  to  oppose  him.  Herfc  . 
some  murmurs  taking  place,  Mr.  Jefferr 
said,  "  Nay,  hear  me  out,  I  have  not  hatf 
done  yet."  He  then  proceeded  to  say,  that 
the  secretary  oi  the  TVeasury  went  tm  to  in*, 
form  him,  that  if  he  persisted  \r\  Standing  H 
a  candidate,  govenmient  wotald  endeavtJttt 
to  open  the  borough,  and  try  the  right  tit 
the  commonalty,  which  had  once  before 
been  done  without  effect.  He  stated  fur* 
ther,  that  after  the  first  government  candi- 
date had  tried  a  canvass,  and  afterwards  de» 
dined  the  contest,  it  had  been  publicly  no- 
tified that  the  patronage  of  gtfvemnient  was 
to  be  given  to  Michael  Angelo  Taylor,  es«J. 
Places  which  were  before  promised  io  cet* 
tain  persons,  were  actually  -given  to  loiheri^ 
in  order  to  obtain  their  support  of  the  tdXiA* 
date  who  opposed  him  in  ius  native  placfr. 
These  and  many  other  instances  df  a  similar 
kind,  shewed,  beyond  contradiction,  th^t  the 
undue  influfcnce  of  go^^ornment  had  been 
exerted  j  and  tticrefc^  thjit  the  s^retary  to 
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<!»(  .reasurv  should  den  v  there  was  an^  such 
thinfg,  be  should  have  thought  impossible. 

]i£.  Biddulph. — Sir,  the  bon.  gent,  who 
q>oke  last  but  one,  has,  ia  an  ardent  and 
energetic  manner,  called  upon  the  house  to 
express  its  disapprobation  of  the  principle 
and  allegations  ot  the  petition,  on  which  the 
motioivof  the  hon.  gent,  near  me  is  founded. 
Keally  sir,  with  the  feelings  which  I  entertain 
on  this  subject,  and  without  the  least  party 
bias,  for,  in  this  house,  or  out  of  it,  I  am 
attached  to  no  political  party,  I  can  by  no 
means  subscribe  to  the  hopes  and  wishes  of 
the  hoti.  gent,  nor  conceal  my  opinion  that 
the  petition  is  a  proper  one,  introduced  on 
proper  grounds,  and  for  the  introduction  of 
vhicb,  whatever  delay  may  have  been  occa- 
sioned, the  persons  who  have  taken  it  up, 
descrvethe  warmest  gratitude  of  parliament. 
.There  have  fallen  sentiments  from  the  bon. 
cent,  whose  name  is  particularly  alluded  to 
in  this  petition,  which  I  do  confess  have 
struck  me  with  no  small  share  of  astonish- 
ment ;  indeed,  when  I  heard  him  this  night 
asserting  the  positive  right  of  government 
to  interfere,  as  a  government,  in  the  exer- 
dseof  the  elective  franchise,  I  felt  not  only 
astonished,  but  actually  dismayed.  This, 
air,  is  a  principle  against  which  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  house  Xo  make  a  stand,  and  which 
should  not  be  suffered  to  escape,  without 
the  individual  reprobation  of  every  member 
of  this  house,  together  with  the  expressed 
and  recorded  disavowal  of  the  fcgislature. 
That  hon.  gent,  has  also  declared,  that  no 
kind  of  undue  influence  was  exerted,  during 
the  late  election,  by  any  department  or  in- 
dividual of  his  majesty's  government ;  that 
if  such  influence  had  been  exerted,  from 
the  situation  which  hp  held  as  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  it  could  not  have  escapee  his 
notice  and  9bservation ;  in  fact,  he  has  told 
lis,  that  it  must  have  actually  gone  through 
him,  as  the  ofEcial  channel.  With  this  vo- 
luntary statement  from  the  hon.  gent,  upon 
this.plain  and  perspicuous  acknowledgment, 
I  put  it  to  himself  and  to  the  house  to  decide, 
whether  a  considerable  suspicion  does  not 
paturally  attach  to  the  interference  of  a  per- 
son so  connected  with  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment, in  the  elective  rights  of  the  people, 
and  whether  it  <lid  not  become  a  peremptory 
point  of  duty  with  the  hon.  gent,  to  exercise 
the  most  scrupulous  caution  and  delicacy, 
In  an^  step,  either  personal  or  official,  which 
he  might  have  been  induced  to  take,  with  re- 
ference to  the  election  of  members  of  par- 
liament ?  It  has  this  night  come  out,  that  he, 
a  public  character,  did  write  to  the  head  of 
the  Barrack  Department  of  the  county  of 
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Southampton,  a  letter,  dated  frpna  the  offi- 
cial Chamber  of  the  Treasury,  the  purport 
of  which  was,  to  desire  his  influence  with 
all  those  connected  with  that  department, 
to  obtain  their  votes  for  the  gentlemen  who 
had  started  on  the  ministerial  interest.  In 
what  way,  I  ask,  was  such  a  communication 
to  be  received  by  the  officers  of  that  depart- 
ment ?  or  what  impression  must  such  a  re- 
quest, on  (he  part  of  a  gentleman  who  held 
a  high  official  situation  in  a  branch  of  the 
government  with  which  the  Barrack  De- 
partment had  frequent  intercourse,  have 
made  on  the  persons  thus  addressed  ?  I  do 
seriously  contend,  that  such  a  communica- 
tion must  be  considered  as  one  of  those  suite 
of  orders  they  were  in  the  habit  of  receiv- 
ing from  the  Treasury.  Arguing  from  my 
own  view  of  the  case,  I  conceive,  that  such 
was  the  natural  impression  of  that  request, 
and  that  the  officers  or  persons  to  whom  the 
application  was  made,  did  consider  such  ap- 
plication directly  official.  But  the  house  has 
been  told,  that  not  one  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  that  department,  did  actually  vote 
for  either  of  the  candidates,  who  were  sup- 
posed to  possess  the  influence  of  government. 
Such  a  circumstance,  in  no  degree  changes 
the  view  of  the  case,  nor  in  any  manner  les- 
sens the  charge  of  undue  influence,  if  that 
charge  be  otherwise  well-founded. "  The  in- 
fluence was  not  to  operate  on  the  officers  of 
the  Barrack  Department  alone ;  but  it  was  to 
be  exercised  by  those  officers  over  the  ni> 
merous  persons  they  may  be  fairly  supposed 
to  be  connected  wiih,  and  under  the  diiect 
Gontroul  of,  the  Barrack  department.  For 
instance,  the  owners  of  barns  hired  out  for 
barracks;  the  dealers  in  hay,  oats  and  those 
various  otiier  articles,  which  that  branch  of 
our  establishment  so  particularly  demands. 
AVith  the  merits  of  this  petition,  1  was  totally 
unacquainted,  until  tliis  night.  My  opinion 
I  have  foi-med  from  vybal  has  fallen  from 
the  hon.  gent,  who  have  preceded  me  in 
this  discussion.  From  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  hon.  gent,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, I  do  feci,  that  the  privileges  of  this 
house,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  have 
received,  by  his  influence, ,  in  the  county 
of  Southampton,  a  constitutional  stab,  and 
that  it  becomes  a  paramount  duty  with  the 
representatives  of  the.  people,  to  immediate- 
ly interfere.  With  such  a  conviction,  I  shall 
certainly  support  the  motion  for  referring 
this  petidon  to  a  committee  of  privileges, 

Mr,  Freniatule,  in  expbnation,  said  that 
he  meant  that  the  individuals  in  the  goveruf 
ment  had  as  good  a  right  to  interfere  as  thos^ 
of  a  corporate  body.    As  to  the  other  posi- 
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tion,  he  only  said  that  unconstitutional  inter- 
ference could  not  have  come  through  the 
Treasury  without  his  knowledge  ;  for  other 
department's  he  had  distinctly  stated  others 
would  be  responsible. 

Mr.  Charles  Jtnkinson  .rose,  and  in  a 
maiden  speech,  addressed  the  house  as  fol- 
lows : — 1  rise.  Sir,  with  feelings  of  pride  and 
satisfaction,  to  acknowledge  myself  as  one 
of  those  who  have  lent  their  names  to  the 
petition  which  at  present  engages  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house.  I  subscribed  it  from  the 
strong  conviction  I  felt  of  the  trutji  of  its 
allegations,  and  with  an  ardent  hope  that 
the  house  of  commons  would  interpose  its 
constitutional  protection  between  the  privi- 
leges of  the  elective  body,  and  the  destruc- 
tive strides  of  ministerial  encroachment. 
These  feelings  originated  in  my  mind,  not 
from  the  solitary  case  of  tlie  county  of 
Southampton;  they  were  justified  by  the 
conduct  and  hostility  which  1  myself  ex- 
perienced, as  one  of  those  individuals 
against  whom  tli«  shafts  of  ministerial  in- 
tiueoce  were  strongly,  but  unsuccessfully 
directed.  At  Dover,  for  which  port  I  have 
the  honour  of  being  a  representative,  there  a  re 
two  parties;  the  one  hiaiiediately  under  the 
influence  of  the  Victualling  Board,  the  other 
controuled  by  the  Ordnance  Department. 
From  such  causes,  a  number  of  the  electors 
bad  determined  to  give  one  vote  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  principals  iu  these  respective 
branches,  reserving  to  themselves  the  right 
of  supporting  me  with  the  second.  Tliis 
determination  was  not  iu  unison  with  the 
inclinations  of  his  majesty's  gove:iunent, 
and  a  communication  vvas  absolutely  made 
to  all  persons  in  the  various  gradations  of 
employment  under  the  boards  I  have  men- 
tionefl,  that  whoever  voted  for  my  return, 
would  be  dispossessed  of  the  situatiuii  he  held 
and  be  actually  deprived  of  his  hvelihood. 
To  the  honour  of  some  of  my  constituents, 
they  waited  on  me,  and  apprised  me  of 
their  intention  to  adhere  to  their  promises, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  their  personal  iute- 
rests.  The  house  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
believe,  that,  under  such  circumstances,  I 
immediately  released  them  from  their  pre- 
vious engagements  tome;  whilst  the  fear 
of  ministenal  persecution  operated  so  much 
with  others,  as  to  force  them,  at  the  altar  of 
their  Ood,  to  disregard  the  sacred  pledge 
they  had  given ;  the  place  of  election  being 
there  held  in  the  Church,  by  a  peculiar 
custom.  From  this  plain  statement,  the 
lioule  smd  the  eountrv  will  be  able  to  decide 


on  the  merits  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  and 
on  the  general  principle  which  governed 
them  during  the  late  election. 

Mr.  Tiernej/  observed,  that  the  opener 
and  seconder  of  the  motion  had,  at  least, 
the  merit  of  having  been  candid  atid  explicit 
in  their  statement  of  facts,  aud  these  being 
completely  in  the  possession  of  the  house, 
there  was  no  occasion  to  gO  into  a  committee 
for  the  purpose  of  further  investigation. 
AVhat  further  had  the  house  to  learn?  The 
hon.  baronet  had  read  the  papers  once, 
and  some  of  them  even  twice,  and  had 
made  his  observations  upon  them.  What^ 
then,  could  be  gained  by  going  into  a  com- 
mittee 1  And  he  would  ask,  whether  such  a 
breacli  of  privilege  had  been  proved,  as  ; 
rendered  the  matter  worthy  of  investigation 
by  a  committee  of  privileges?  It  had  beea 
stated,  that  he  had  said  that  the  petitioa 
had  been  too  long  delayed.  He  had  said 
so,  and  avowed  it.  It  was  signed,  he  ob- 
ser\'ed,  by  several  members  of  parliament, 
and  these  might  have  brought  forward  the 
business  without  any  petition,  and  ought 
to  have  done  it  the  first  moment  it  was 
possible.  Such  was  the  anxiety  of  the 
house  to  consider  questions  of  privilege, 
that  Ihey  had  the  pecedence  of  every 
other  business,  and  this  question  might 
have  been  discussed  even  before  his  ma- 
jesty's speech.  The  in^rence  he  drew  from 
this  was,  that  ihey  did  not  think  this  breach 
of  privilege  as  one  of  much  consequence, 
aud  had  accordingly  allowed  it  to  sleep  for 
a  time  for  some  purpose  or  other.  It  had 
been  said,  he  did  not  know  with  what  truth, 
that  it  was  in  order  to  find  the  right  peti- 
tion ;  v»'hich  an  hon.  member  had  signed, 
supposing  it  to  be  another  petition,  and  he 
was  sorry  he  was  not  present,  for  if  he  had 
been  in  the  house,  he  thought  it  possible  he 
would  have  confessed  that  he  did  not  know 
what  he  had  signed.  His  hon.  friend  (Mr, 
Fremantle)  had  observed,  that  he  had^no 
previous  notice  of  the  charge  which  it  was 
meant  to  bring  against  him.  But  what  could 
be  said  of  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  JefFery,)  who 
had  brought  a  most  serious  charge  against 
an  hon.  member,  not  *only  without  notice, 
but  even  in  his  absence  1  A  more  indeco- 
rous, a  more  unprecedented  proceeding,  and 
a  conduct  more  improper  from  one  gentle- 
man to  another  never  was  witnessed. — (A 
loud  cry  of  order,  order.) 
.  Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  rose  and  said, 
that  during  the  long  tune  that  he  had  sat  in 
parliament,  he  never  heard  more  improper 
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unparliamenttry  laoguage  from 
aoe'geiilleflum  to  another.  He  called  upon 
the  Chair  to  ny  wliether  that  was  proper 
language  to  use  in  that  bouse. 

The  Spmker  said,  that  certainty  b  the 
sense  in  which  the  hon.  gent  understood 
them,  the  words  might  as  well  have  been 
^reci. 

Mr.  Ttemey  in  contiuiiation  asked,  wbe* 
dier  it  could  be  thought  that  it  vi-as  iiis  ob- 
ject to  make  two  geutlemen  quarrel  ?  If  his 
words  could  be  supposed  to  have  tliat  ten- 
dency, tlie  hon.  gent,  had  to  be  sure  very 
4nudi  mended  tlie  matter.  He  would  not, 
houever,  be  led  away  by  the  broad  hint 
which  the  hon.  gent,  had  thr^n  out.  A 
right  hon.  gent,  over  the  way  (Mr.  Rose) 
had  said  on  a  former  night,  tliat  tliis  was 
m^ecedented  conduct  on  the  part  of 
|[ovemmeBt.  Such  a  petition  as  this  miglit, 
indeed,  be  called  unprecedented,  and  yet 
afWr  all  the  f^carch  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  he  eould  find  nothing  but  this  charge, 
which  ill  truth  amounted  to  nothin<;.  If 
it  had  been  brouglit  in  as  an  illustration  of 
somethifig  else,  as  other  illustrations  had 
been  made  use  of,  then  it  might  have  l)een 
good  for  something,  but  as  it  stood  now  it 
was  nothing.  What  was  the  letter?  It  was 
one  by  which  his  hon.  friend  begged  a  fe- 
vour  of  another  person.  To  be  sure ;  \£ 
hit  tiad  been  an  older  practitioner  he  raiglii 
iiave  dated  bis  letter  from  Stanhope-street, 
where  he  lived,  and  sent  it  by  his  servant. 
That  was  the  whole  of  tlie  argument  with 
fH*speet  to  the  date  from  tlie  Treasury 
Chambers.  But  the  gentlemen  on  the 
t>ther  side  were  all  aghast  at  the  Treasury 
Chambers.  But  general  Hewitt  would 
Jcnow  very  well  who  Mr.  Fremantle  was, 
without  tlie  mention  of  the  Treasury  Cham- 
bers, and  could  no  doubt  tell,  at  any  rate, 
what  part  government  would  wish  him  to 
take.  If  the  letter  had  been  sent  to  g^eral 
H^itt  to  be  handed  about,  to  be  sure  that 
would  have  been  another  matter.  But 
it  was  a  private  letter  entirely.  Then, 
w4iat  eiFects  had  it  been  attended  with? 
What  advantage  bad  it  produced?  Itwasiiot 
]»retended  that  it  had  produced  any.  The 
^t  was  knowfi.  His  hon.  friend  had  sent 
a  letter  to  general  Hewitt,  general  Hewitt 
applied  to  major  Davies,  and  major  Davies 
refused  to  eon^ply  with  the  request,  except 
he  had  permbsiou  to  go  from  bis  comman- 
der in  chief.  Did  this  look  iXce  a  deep  laid 
plan  \  The  resokiti<m  of  the  house  against 

interference  meant  the  exercise  of  isiproper  I — , ^  , . —  ^ 

influence ;  it  supposed  an  order.    But  here  j  framed  this  petition,  and  got  womi  ot  )b^ 


there  was  no  order,  but  m^^  a  vequfifl 
that  meml  Hewitt  should  assist  ote  wW 
was  the  writer's  puikolar  friend.  ^% 
would  ask  whether  the  house  ought  to 
waste  one  moment  by  going  into  such  a 
comniittee  as  was  proposed!  If  general 
Hewitt  was  here,  and  if  the  question  ihould 
be  put  to  him,  whether  he  had  received  the 
letter,  he  would  answer  that  he  had ;  tbst 
he  had  sent  it  to  major  Davies»  and  that 
major  Davies  wrote  tliat  he  would  not  go 
without  the  consent  of  his  commanding  of* 
ficer;  and  tliat  he,  general  Hewitt,  hsd 
told  major  Davies, .  that  if  he  went  it 
would  not  be  at  the  public  expeace.  All 
this  was  perfectly  well  known,  and  there 
was  therefore  no  occasion  for  going  into  ^ 
committee.  The  bon.  baronet  knew  the 
voters,  and  yet  he  could  specify  none  that 
had  been  procured  by  corrupt  practices. 
None  were  given  or  withheld  in  conse- 
quence of  tltrcats.  He  could  collect  uo 
precedents,  because  no  opposition  ever  pre* 
sented  such  a  petition.  He  defied  them  to 
shew  one  instance  in  which  a  threat  had 
been  employed  by  government  to  infloeace 
a  vote.  If  any  such  instance  coold  be 
shewn,  it  certainly  sliould  not  have  his 
countenance.  To  ask  a  man  for  his  vote 
was  no  offence  whatever,  but  to  thneatea  to 
tuni  him  out  of  office  unless  he  voted  for 
a  particular  person  was  certaidy  a  kreacb 
of  privilege.  But  notliing  of  this  sort  wts 
charged.  Gentlemen  mi^t  say  what  tbey 
pleased  in  their  speeches,  but  all  that  tli^y 
proved  was,  that  a  letter  had  been  sent  from 
the  treasury  chambers,  wbidi  an  old  prac- 
titioner would  have  dated  from  a  differeat 
place.  This  was  the  wbole  of  the  proof, 
and,  he  would  ask  whether,  afler  all  the 
abuse  which  had  been  heaped  u|>on  goverii- 
ment,  they  did  not  rise  in  credit  when  it 
was  perceived  on  what  frivdous  grooadsall 
this  abuse  was  founded?  The  h^a.  barourt 
niiglit  wish  to  go  into  a  committ^ ;  and  if 
there  was  any  thing  new  to  be  ftsoved,  thea, 
when  it  was  known  what  it  was,  it  would  ht» 
proper  to  consider  wbetiier  the  motion 
should  be  agreed  io.  Bait  resitty  thisiHiti- 
tiOB  was  the  most  JextraagdJaary,  aad  oa  lik^ 
part  of  the  members  ^  pariiamealt  who 
had  signed  it,  one  of  the  OMSfc  £ioiiah  d»t 
he  ihad  ever  witnessed.  Out  A)jt\\1t  afM» 
there  weve  ^  or  7  membem  «f  padiaaNPt 
who  thus  presented  a  yctitioB4atiMMnriW> 
Mo  oopEfty  moetiag  bad  been  eaHad«  .A 
oertam  number  of  ^atlemen  tn  opiNNJw 
^d,  after  ^  weeks  oangidh?wli>r,  at^W. 
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tenaats  and  dependants  to  sign  it.  He  knew 
none  of  tliese  voters  except  the  members  of 
parliament.  However,  said  the  right  hon. 
gent,  you  view  this  measure,  or  in  wbatevw 
way  the  bouse  may  please  to  consider  it,  it 
will  be  found  a  mere  party  thing,  manufactur- 
ed for  party  purposes,  and  which  certainly  re< 
fleets  no  credit  on  the  manufacturer.  But, 
sir,  tlie  hon.  gentlemen  are  young  in  op 
position,  and  as  all  trades  must  have  a  be- 
ginning, we  may  fairly  infer,  that  that  great 
reformer,  the  right  lion.^  gent,  on  the  other 
side  (Mr.  Hose),  may,  in  the  course  of 
some  few  years,  arrive  at  considerable  emi- 
nence on  the  opposite  bench — (a  laugh) 
Again,  I  do  insist  that  no  case  has  been 
made  out  to  warrant  a  proceeding,  never 
instituted  but  against  an  actual  infringe- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  this  house,  or  a 
violation  of  the  liberties  of  tlie  people. 
For  the  extravagant  length  to  which  party 
viiws  may  drive  hon.  gentlemen,  I  can 
make  some  allowance ;  but  there  are  limits 
to  party  feelings,  which  should  not  be  over- 
leaped; and,  indeed,  I  must  declare  my 
conviction,  that  a  question  of  tbis  kind  and 
description,  coming  from  such  a  quarter, 
can  provoke  no  other  sensation  than  that 
of  disgust  (Hear!  bear!)  That  a  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  last  \G  yeara,  un- 
der all  the  well  known  and  admitted  circum- 
stances of  those  \6  years,  should  accuse  a 
present  Secretary  of  unjust  interference  in 
the  rights  of  election,  and  of  an  nnconstitu- 
tioual  system  of  menace,  iu  promoting  that 
influence,  is  one  of  those  extreme  examples 
of  human  audacity,  which  the  history  of  an 
irxitated  faction  can  only  display. 

Sir  //.  Mildmay  in  explanation  said,  be 
had  stated  only  the  written  evidence. 
There  was  much  other  evidence  ready  to 
be  produced  before  the  committee,  not 
only  witi)  respect  to  the  interference  oi  the 
treasury,  but  also  of  other  departments  of 
government,  and  {particularly  involving  the 
conduct  of  the  coniptroUer  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Canning  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  who  spoke  kist  on  the  other  side, 
would  permit  him  to  quahfy  hb  observation, 
that  nothing  was  so  extraordmary  as  a  mo- 
tion of  this. kind  proceeding  from  the  quar- 
ter  in  which  it  originated,  by  telling  him, 
that  it  was  equally  extraordinary  that  such 
a  motion  should  meet  with  such  a  recep- 
tion in  tha  qnartar  ift  which  it  was  opposed, 
latheaarlierpartof  hispailianienta^  life, 
lie  ranambaied  motions  of  parliamentary 
reform,  tUongljr  urged  \>y  the  riglft  )u>n. 


gent,  and  those  about  him.  It  was  fortu« 
nate  for  the  country  that  those  gentlemen 
were  now  placed  in  a  situation  hi  which 
their  influence  upon  the  couneib  of  the  so- 
vereign, and  the  share  they  had  in  directing 
the  measiires  of  parliament,  gave  them  an 
opportunity  of  carrying  into  effect  their  ideas 
upon  this  subject.  The  public  would  now 
know  what  were  the  hon.  gent.'s  improved 
and  correct  ideas  with  respect  to  the  object 
for  which  they  clamoured  so  loudly  before. 
The  whole  of  the  parliamentary  reform  they 
meant  to  carry  into  eflect  was,  the  unlimited 
and  barefaced  interposition  of  that  govern- 
ment influence,  the  exertion  of  which,  they 
without  foundation,  imputed  to  other  go- 
vernments as  the  worst  of  crimes.  It  was 
argued  by  the  hon.  gent,  that  because  he 
and  his  friends  had  thought  proper  on  for- 
mer occasions  to  prefer  groundless  com* 
plaints  of  this  nature,  they  might  now  in  re- 
ality retort  the  evil,  tenfold,  and  this  was 
the  way  the  hon.  gent,  and  his  friends  re- 
deemed their  pledges  of  parliametitary  re- 
form. The  hon.  gent,  told  the  house,  that 
it  ought  to  see  no  ground  of  suspicion  in  a 
letter  written  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  the  head  of  a  principal  department 
of  the  public  service,  a  department  having 
greater  influence  iu  Hampshire  than  in  any 
other  coun^,  to  use  his  influence  in  favour 
of  a  particular  candidate.  He  would  not 
himself  say,  that  such  a  letter  was  a  ground 
for  pronouncing  the  writer  and  his  prin- 
cipals guilty.  But  he  thought  the  hous% 
would  hardly  be  of  opinion  that  there  was 
not  in  it  strong  ground  for  suspicion,  and 
for  inquiry.  He  professed  the  highest  res- 
pect for  the  hon.  gent,  whose  name  ^vas 
coupled  with  the  charge  preferred  to  the 
|3etition.  He  bad  never  heard  the  hon. 
gent.'s  name  mentioned  otherwise  than  with 
respect,  except  in  the  petition.  He  had 
never  witnessed  a  more  honourable,  a  more 
candid,  or  a  more  aflfecting  appeal  to  the 
sense  of  the  house,  than  the  hon.  gent  had 
made^  There  was  no  part  of  that  appeal 
which  was  not  creditable  to  the  hon.  gent, 
as  an  individud|g^Any  complaint  that  his 
interposition  in  iSi^'j^iection  might  be  liable 
to,  could  attach  only  to  his  official  capacitv, 
Nothmg  was  more  true  than  .that  the  per- 
sons composing  a  government  were  not  dis- 
qualified from  exerting  ^heu:  rights  as  indi- 
viduals, in  common  with  every  otlier  sub- 
ject ;*but  they  should  exert  them  with  cau- 
tion, so  that  it  should  always  appear  to  le 
the  individual  right  they  exerted,  and.not 
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the  power  and  influence  of  the  govenioient. 
The  boo.  gent,  might  have  written  to  his 
private  eoonections  and  dependants,  with 
all  possible  seal  and  ardour  to  exert  them- 
selves to  promote  the  election  of  his  friends. 
Bnt  the  ground  of  complaint  was,  that  the 
letter  was  addressed,  not  by  Mr.  Fremantle, 
a  gentleman  of  property  and  a  freeholder 
of  Hampshire,  to  goieral  Hewitt,  a  peison 
of  private  connection  m  that  county,  but 
fn>m  Mr.  Fremantle,  secretaiy  of  the  trea- 
suTf,  to  general  Hewitt,  head  of  the  bar- 
rack department,  claiming  the  exertions  of 
bis  influence  through  all  the  ramiflcations, 
connections,  and  depeudandes  of  that  de- 
partment    It  could  not  justly  be  assumed, 
that  thb  wasthe  only  instance  of  the  undue 
interposition  of  government  in  this  election. 
Irhe  expression  of  his  hon.  friend  '*  Ex  uno 
dkce  omnes,"  was  in  itself  an  assurance 
that  there  were  many  similar  instances;  and 
the  petition  stated  this  one,  only  as  a  spe- 
chnen  of  a  multitude  of  other  facts  which 
were  to  tie  brought  forward,  and  which  the 
petitioners  were  ready  to  prove.    It  was  not 
for  him  to  say,  how  far  the  allegations  of 
the  petition  would  be  made  out;  but  as  a 
member  of  parliament,  be  would  say,  that 
the  petitioners  having  stated  such  facts,  and 
having  declared  themselves  ready  to  prove 
them,  it  would  require  much  stronger  rea- 
sons than  he  had  heard,  to  justify  the  dis- 
missal of  the  petition  without  proper  atten- 
tion and  respect.    The  hon.  gent,  towards 
the  close  of  his  speech,  cited  a  former  in- 
fiance  of  a  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Jervoise), 
who  had  been  turned  out  of  the  represen- 
tation of  the  county  of  Hants,  by  the  inter- 
position of  the  power  of  goveniment ;  and 
the  hon.  gent,  argued  from  this,  that  the 
interposition  of  govemroeut  to  turn  out  the 
old  representative  in  the  present  iustance, 
was  but  a  fair  reprisal.     But  what  excuse 
was  it  to  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Hants,  that  their  independence  was  to  be 
continually  invaded,   l>ecause  the  reprisal 
was  allowable  on  the  part  of  those  who 
might  happen  to  be  at  the  time  in  power, 
and  whose  friend  might  have  formerly  r&< 
^ved  a  wrong,  which  they  tliought  proper 
to  retaliate?    But,  was  it  to  be  argued  or 
wattntd,  that  from  this  assumed  right  of 
party  reprisal,  the  countv  of  Hants  should 
be  eternally  disfranchised  1    If  such  reprft> 
sals  were  suffered,  it  'could  be  only  on 
the  principle,  that  as  Hampshire  was  accus- 
tomed to  such  invasions  of  its  rights,  it  could 
suffer  no  pain  from  any  iVesh  instance  of  it; 


a  principle  mofe  unjust  and  more  outra- 
geous than  any  he  had  ever  heard  mam- 
tamed.    The  petition  which  had  been  allu- 
ded to  by  the  hon.  genL  and  in  which  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  the  present  motion 
were  complainants,  was  exactly  similar  to 
the  present ;  the  only  diflereooe  was,  that 
some  of  those  who  then  complained  of  the 
invasion,  ai^ued  now,  tliat   it  would  he 
foolish  to  liirten  to  a  complaint  of  similar 
invasion.    The  compUiint  was  then  backed 
by  lord  Carnarvon,  and  now  lord  Carnarvon 
was  on  the  other  side.    That  was  the  only 
difference  between  the  cases.    The  general 
principle  of  the  hon*  gent,  was,  that  be- 
cause Ham|ishire  was  used  to  being  wrong- 
ed, its  wrongs  should  never  be  nSressed ; 
for  when  injuries  of  the  highest  magnitude 
were  stated,  it  was  thougirt  quite  sv^cieot 
m  bar  of  redress  to  turn  round  short,  and 
state,  that  others  had  been  guilty  of  similar 
invasions.    There  was  another  peculiarity 
with  respect  to  Hampshire,  that  the  case  on 
which  the  hoyse  came  to  the   resolution, 
condemning  the  duke  of  Chandos,  arose  in 
that  county.    The  resolution  of  the  house 
upon  that  case  declared  it  to  be  highly  cri- 
minal, and  a  breach  of  tlie  privileges  of 
tlie  house,  to  be  visited  by   severe  ani- 
madversions, that  an  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment should  interfere  directly  or  indirectly 
in  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  the 
commons  house  of  parliament.     If  the  in- 
terference in  tliat  instance  were  compared 
with  the  interference  in  the  present  instance, 
no  man  would  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  in- 
terference in  the  preseut  instance  was  more 
direct  and  immediate.     It  was  argued,  that 
the  duke  of  Chandos  was  as  a  peer  prohibit- 
ed from  interfering  by  law ;   but  it  was  his 
interference  as  au  officer  of  government 
that>  the  resolution   stigmatized.  .  Another 
complaint  was, that  the  &cts  contained  in  the 
complaints  of  the  petitioners  had  not  been 
brought  forward  as  soon  as  the  hon.  gent, 
opposite  ^vished,  that  they  were  not  prepared 
as  the  hon.  gent,  wished,  that  they  were  not 
the  same  facts  he  wished ;  other  modes  of 
bringing  the  matter  forward  ought  to  have 
been  resorted  to,  according  to  the  opinions 
of  the  hon.  gent  and  mdinduals  ought  not 
to  have  been  feasted  and  pampered  up  for 
the  purpose  of  sacrificing  them  on  the  occa* 
sion  (a  laugh).    It  vras  yeiy  likely  that  the 
entettainmen^  as  it  was  s^rved'up  at  pre* 
sent,  was  not  to  the  taste  of  thehon.  gent.; 
but  was  it  to  be  aigued,  that  vdi^  govemt 
ment  bad  mvadtd  the  rights  and  md^pea^' 
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^enee  of  a  county,  and  pleaded  custom  as 
a  ground  for  denying  redress,  the  house  of 
commoos  should  refuse  to  inquire  into  the 
grounds  of  a  petition  complaining  of  the, 
injury,  and  invade  another  right  of  the  sub- 
ject,  merely  because  the  form  of  the  petition 
in  question  might  be  disagreeable  to  those 
whose  crime  was  its  substance  1    Was  the 
house  to  call  for  and  compare  ail  rough 
drafb,  and  amendments  of  the  several  peti- 
tions that  had  been  sketched  previous  to 
the  one  finally  presented  1     Was  the  house, 
in  assuming  a  right  which  it  did  not  pos- 
sess, to  lose  sight  of  the  due  exercise  of  a 
duty  which  was  incumbent  upon  it  1     He 
had  heard  it  was  maintained  in  another 
place,  that  the  influence  of  government  was 
a  sort  of  paternal  influence,  which  might 
as  properly  be  exercised  over  the  people  as 
that  of  a  landlord  over  the  tenant.     He 
had  not  heard  that  sentiment  uttered  here 
so  broadly.     But  when  so  important  a  per- 
son as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  stated 
any  thing  bordering  upon  it,  it  became  the 
house  to  guard  against  it  in  the  outset,  par- 
ticularly when  that  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury stated  that  he  had  come  into  oflice 
at  a  critical  period,  and  that  the  whole 
business  of  the  elections  was  in  his  hands. 
He  was  glad  to   find  the  hon.  gent,  had 
estates  in   Hampshire ;  but  he  could  not 
have  estates  in  every  county,  or  houses  in 
every  borough.'    He  must  think,  upou  the 
whol^  of  the  circumstances,  that  the  letter 
to  general  Hewitt  was  written,  not  as  a  let- 
ter from  one  private  freeholder  to  another, 
but  in  the  character  of  Mr.    Fremantle, 
secretary  to, the  treasury,  having  the  charge 
of  .managing  the  general  election,  to  the 
person  at  the  head  of  the  barrack  depart, 
ment,  claiuiiug  the  exertion  oHiis  extensive 
influence.     But  it  \vas  argued  the  house 
pught  to  have  no  jealousy  of  a  petition 
complainbg  of  this  interference,  aud   an 
hon.  gent,  who  represented  the  county  of 
Hants,  recommended  that  the  petition  should 
be  dismissed,  and  thrown  back  with  dis- 
grace upon  the  heads  of  those  M'ho  had 
preferred  it.    This  would  hardly  be  of 
service  to  the  hon.  gent  in  another  similar 
crias  of  difficulty,  whether  he  might  or 
9Ught  not  happen  to  have  a  friend  in  the 
situation  of  .secretary  to  the  treasury,  and 
baviiig  a  freehold  in  Hampshire,    He  had 
tnidted  thfd:  it  would  not  have  been  neoes- 
1^  for  him  jto  speak  upon  this  question ; 
and  though  he  had  a  high  respect  for  .some 
•f  the  petitioners,  he  would  have  lemamed 


si' ent,  had  not  the  arguments  ofiered  on  th« 
opposite  called  for  these  observations.  He 
had  hoped  that  such  a  petition,  moved  an^ 
seconded  by  such  persons,  would  have  met 
with  universal  concurrence.  He  was  ready  to 
allow,  that  if  the  petitioner^  could  not  prov^ 
their  allegations,  the  strength  of  the  laur 
guage  in  which  they  expressed  their  com  • 
plaints  ought  to  subject  them  to  some  cen- 
sure. But  that  the  strength  of  the  lapguage 
should  be  made  a  ground  for  rejecting  th^ 
petition,  when  those  who  signed  it  pro* 
fessed  themselves  ready  to  prove  their  al« 
legations,  was  what  appeared  to  him  most 
extraordinary  and  most  uiyusti&drfe,  and 
therefore  he  would  give  one  vote  at  least  t^ 
preserve  the  house  from  the  censure  that 
must  fall  upon  it,  if  the  petition  should  be 
dismissed  without  proper  eonsideration* 

Mr.  William  Adam  considered  tfiis  a* 
a  question  of  general  pfirliamentary  law; 
which  ought  to  be  discussed  upon  general 
prmciples.  He  thought  tlie  concluding 
doctrines  of  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  speech 
were  not  fit  to  be  delivered  in  that  house* 
He  thought,  besidts  that  it  was  not  candid 
or  fair  for  those  gentlemen  who  were  long 
in  the  habit  of  speaking  in  that  house,  who 
iiad  learned  the  perfect  management  of 
their  ideas  in  the  delivery  of  them,  and  who^ 
in  the  midst  of  their  speech^  could  exercise 
their  judgment  aud  deliberation  on  every 
sentence  they  uttered,  to  lay  hold  so  efiger* 
ly  of  an  expression  that  fell  from  a.  mem« 
ber  who  was  utterly  inexperienced  in  pub« 
lie  speaking,  and  who  immediately  ex* 
plained  that  expression  which  ^t  first. sight 
appeared  so  objectionable.  He  did  not 
thiuk  it  was.  fair  or  candid  tq  take  such 
an  advantage  of  a  mere  slip  of  the  tongue— h 
a  lapsus  linguae  of  a  member  inexperienced 
in  debate.  This  was  a  question  which  cer^i 
tainly  was  not  to  be  deterinined  by  the  pe« 
culiar  circumstances  of  Hampshire*  but 
upon  the  general  constitutional  law.  lo 
the  first  place,  it  could  not  be  said  that 
there  was  any  act  of  parliament  which  pre^ 
vented  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from 
canvassing,  as  well  as  apy  other  iium«  for 
those  persons  whose  interest  he  espoused* 
There  was  a  positive  law  which  disfran<% 
Qhised  certain  revenue  officer^  but  that 
did  not  at  all  apply  to  the  ca^e  of  the  secre* 
tary  of  the  trmury.  If  there  was  no  act 
which  bore  upon  the  present  oise,  neither 
was  there  any  resoluti9n  of  that  house. 
ITic  resolution  of  1779  was  09  yery  differ* 
ent  grounds.    It  Imd  been  resolved,  thu 
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it  was  a  breach  of  the  privfleges  of  that 
kome,  for  a  peer,  or  a  lord  lieutenant  of  a 
connty^  to  hiterfere  m  the  election  of  mero^ 
ben  to  serve  in  that  house.  The  dake  of 
Chandos,  on  whose  letter  the  resolution  of 
1779  ^i"^  founded,  was  both  a  peer  and  a 
hml  lieutenant  of  the  county ;  and  he  was 
at  the  same  time  a  lord  of  the  bed-chamber. 
Thosecircumstances  which  made  it  a  breach 
of  privil^e  for  the  noble  dnke  to  interfere, 
did  notatallapplyto  the  present  case.  The 
right  hon.  gent  had  allowed  that  it  would 
be  perfectly  iairfor  the  hon.  gent,  to  canvass 
hisfTiends,tenants.andconnections.  Where 
then,  was  the  line  to  be  drawn  1  Would  it 
be  said  that  he  night  canvass  his  friend  A. 
but  not  canvass  his  friend  B.  because  he 
bad  a  place  f  As  it  was  not  stated  that  any 
tiibg  new  would  come  forth  before  a  commit 
tee,  which  had  not  already  been  stated  to  the 
bouse,  he  thought  it  would  be  contrary  to 
their  dignity  to  refer  frivolous  matters  to 
a  tribunal  of  such  importance  as  their  com- 
mittee of  privileges.  He  thought  the  issue 
of  the  exammation  must  be  an  acquittal  of 
the  hon.  secretary. 

Lord  Folkestone  observed  that  the 
learned  gent,  need  not  have  entered  into  an 
apology  for  the  hon.  secretary,  as  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  hon.  secretary  himself 
had  already  urged,  with  some  effect,  that 
this  letter  was  not  within  the  law  of  parlia- 
ment. Yet  he  was  still  of  opinion,  that 
this  letter,  which  was  but  a  small  part  pf 
the  grievances  stated  in  the  petition,  though 
it  could  not  by  itself  substantiate  a  direct 
charge  ajiainst  the  hon.  secretary,  might,  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  accusations 
stated  in  the  petition,  be  a  very  fit  suhjegt 
to  be  laid  before  a  committee,  should  the 
bouse  think  fit  to  adopt  the  motion.  He 
allowed  that  the  members  of  government 
bad  a  right  to  interfere  in  elections  as  pri- 
vate individuals;  but  he  could  consider  the 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
the '  barrack-master-geticral,  i|i  this  case, 
only  as  an  official  letter.  It  was  under- 
stood as  such  by  those  whose  conduct  it 
was  to  influence.  He  was  surprised  that 
fhe  gentlemen  on  the  other  sidf!  should  npt 
assent  to  the  motion,  in  consideration  of  their 
own  honour,  of  the  honour  of  the  county 
of  Hants,  and  of  tlie  house  of  commons. 
He  understood  that  much  further  grounds 
of  crimination  w^re  to  be  brought  forward ; 
and  particularly  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
f^tlier  public  boards,  signed  by  the  secre- 
fary.  On  thb  ground  he  wbbed  to  go  into 
the  committee. 


Mr.  Johutone  thou^^t  that  there  could 
not  he  a  more  serious  question  submitted 
to  the  house,  as  touching  its  own  privileges, 
than  whether  a  secretary  of  the  treasury 
should  be  allowed  inhb  oihce,  perhaps  using 
the  seal  of  oflice,  and  sending  his  dispatch  by 
oflicial  messengers,  to  write  to  all  those  im- 
der  tlic  influence  of  government,  and  direct 
them  how  they  were  to  give  their  votes  in 
the  election  of  members  of  that   house. 
He  would  readily  agree  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  that  tjie  hon.  secretary, 
as  well  as  every  otiier  member  of  govern- 
ment, might  lawfully  exert  themselves  for 
the  success  of  their  friends  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacity.     But  there  was  not,  he 
thought,  a  man  hi  the  house,  nor  in  the  coun- 
try, who  could  really  believe,  that  it  was 
merely  in  his  individual  capacity  that  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  acted,  upon  the 
late  election  for  Hamj^shire.      A  letter  to 
the  barrack-master,  to  use  his  influence  in 
his  department,  could  be  hardly  understood 
as  the  mere  canvass  of  an  individual.     The 
letter  had  also  in  its  direction,    "  On  bis 
majesty's  service."     This  added,    if  any 
thing  could  be  added,  to  the  officiaFcharac- 
ter  of  the  letter  written  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury.     He  was  surprised  that  tbis 
should  be  mentioned  as  a  single  case,  for  he 
believed  that  almost  every  member  in  that 
house  knew  that  this  was  no  detached  case, 
but  that  letters  nearly  similar  were  written, 
by  the  same  secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
almost  every  corner  of  the  kingdom.     He 
could  himself  have  produced  a  letter  which 
he  had  seen  (if  he  had  been  prepared  for 
this  debate),  wliichthe  same  secretan.'  of  the 
treasury  sent  to  a  poor  voter  in  Yorkshire, 
whose  name  he  even  did  not  know,  and 
that  was  in  his  public  capacity.     It  never 
could  be   said,  that  all  these  letters  were 
written  merely  in  iiis  individual  capacity  as 
Mr.  Frernantle.     The  ri^ht  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Tierney),  once  belonged  to  an  administration 
that  did  not  exercise  that  sort  of  hifluence, 
and  who  did  not  direct  their  secretaries  of 
the  treasury  to  write  such  letters.    Under 
that  administration,  a  parliamentwas  chosen 
about  four  years  ago,  by  the  fpee  choice  of 
the  voters ;  "and  it  was,  probably,  because  it 
was  so  chosen,  that  the  present  ministers 
could  not  suffer  it  to  exist  any  longer. 
He  called  upon  those  who  wished  to  pre- 
vent the  undue  influence  of  government 
from  extending  to  every  county,  city,  9n^ 
borough  m  the  county,  tp  vote  for  going 
into  the  committee. 
Mr.  Bathurst  saw  no .  reason  to  gq  i«to  a 
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committee  of  privileges,  wben  there  were 
no  facts  touching  privilege  to  be  authenti- 
cated. The  facts  in  this  case  were  clear, 
and  the  construction  was  obvious.  If  any 
gentleman  thought  there  was  foundation  for 
a  motion  of  censure,  he  might  bring  it  for- 
ward. The  house  of  commons  would  hard- 
ly go  into  a  committee  of  privileges  to  fish 
out  grievances  now  unknown.  The  fact 
stated  in  the  petition  was  all  the  house  could 
attend  to.  It  was  extremely  improper  to 
introduce  the  name  of  the  comptroller  of 
the  navy,  or  of  any  other  person,  without  a 
specific  foundation.  Mr.  Fremantle  had 
declared  that  he  had  written  the  letter  mere- 
ly in  his  individual  cslpacity,  and  there  was 
no  reason  to  presume  the  contrary.  The 
petition  stated,  that  the  petitioners 'believed 
Mr.  Fremantle  had  no  property  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Hants,  but  it  now  appeared  he  had ; 
and  thus  far  the  petition  proceeded  on 
grounds.  It  was  an  unfair  exaggeration  to 
state  that  it  had  been  argued  by  his  hon. 
friend  ('Mr.  Tierneyj,  that  because  the 
county  of  Hants  had  been  often  violated, 
it  was  not  entitled  to  redress.  His  right 
hon.  friend,  while  remarking  upon  the  ex- 
traordinary zeal  shewn  on  this  occasion  by 
some  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  had 
contended  that  there  was  no  violation  in  the 
preisent  case.  The.  right  hon.  gent.  CMr. 
Calming^  had  declared,  he  did  not  mean 
to  impute  any  guilt,  but  merely  inferred 
ground  for  suspicion.  Some  persons  were 
always  disposed  to  put  the  worst  construc- 
tion. He  hoped  the  house  would  not  do 
so.  He  thought  it  no  disgrace  to  the  peti- 
tion not  to  go  into  a  committee  upon  it. 
No  two  pases  could  be  more  distinct  than 
the  present  and  that  of  the  duke  of  Chandos, 
who  was  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county,  and 
a  peer  of  parliament.  The  facts,,  and  the 
construction  in  this  case  were  clear,  and, 
therefore,  there  was*  nothing  for  which  to 
go  into  thecomrpittee. 

Mr.  Perceval  began  by  observing,  that  he 
had  heard  in  the  courseof  the  debate  a  general 
expression  of  surprise :  one  set  of  gentlemen 
were  surprised  ^t  the  manner  in  which  this 
charge  had  been  brought  forward :  another 
at  the  charge  itself.  A  noble  lord,  who  had 
just  sat  dovvn,  had  freely  expressed  his  sur- 
prise at  the  strange  reception  this  petition  had 
met  with  from  his  majesty's  ministers  in  that 
house ;  and  the  noble  lord  was  surprised  at 
such  a  reception,  because  the  noble  lord 
thought  such  a  line  of  conduct  inconsistent 
with  those  professions  in  favour  of  free  and 
lil^eral  in^uiiy  into  all  aUedjjed  abuses  of  a 


public  nature,  which  were  ever  in  the 
mouths  of  the  men  comprising  the  present 
government-of  the  country.  He,  for  his 
part,  could  not  be  brought  to  think  that  the 
reason  assigned  was  at  all  a  satisfactory  one, 
for  to  be  told  that  the  present  administration 
were  in  every  instance  acting  in  direct  in- 
consistency with  their  professions  when  out 
of  power,  would  have  produced  in  his  mind 
sensations  very  opposite  to  those  of  surprlie. 
No ;  of  all  other  emotions,  surprise  was  that 
from  which  he  was  at  that  moment  most  free. 
What  had  been  the  conduct  of  ministers 
upon  that  night  he  had  long  since  learned  to 
anticipate  from  what  had  been  their  conduct 
upon  all  occasions  that  involved  the  sinceri- 
ty of  their  former  professions,  in  the  boU 
and  unblushing  contradiction  of  their  prac- 
tice. He  therefore  was  prepared  to  receive 
that  fresh  instance  of  their  good  faith  and 
consistency,  as  completely  of  a  piece  with 
all  their  other  proceedings;  for  however  tfacy 
might,  night  after  night,  uniformly,  pursue 
that  conduct  which  when  out  of  office  they 
as  uniformly  decried,  they  had  been,  since 
they  came  into  office,  at  least  consistent  ia 
their  systematic  perseverance  in  contradict- 
ing, both  in  their  language  and  their  mea- 
sures, all  the  mighty  professions  and  higli- 
flying  theories  which  in  so  great  a  measure 
characterized,  that  deceased  body  of  refor- 
mers. What,  for  instance,  had'  been  the 
language  upon  the  former  night  when  that 
petition  was  presented  ?  No  less  than  mu- 
tual congratulation  was  given  and  exchanged 
by  the  gentfemen  upon  the  opposite  side; 
they  were  rejoiced,  forsooth !  that  the  period 
of  triumph  and  inquiry  had  at  length  arrived; 
that  investigation  the  most  strict  would 
end  in  acquittal  the  most  honourable ;  that 
the  poison  of  calumny  which  had  been  so 
generally  and  insiduously  circulated  would 
be  checked  in  its  dissemination,  and  that  its 
propagators  would  be  justly  exposed  to  the 
ve!igeance  due  from  injured  innocence  and 
honour,  to  the  latent  promoters  of  malevo- 
lent aspersions,  and  wanton  acccusations. 
Such  was  the  language  of  the  other  side  a 
few  nights  since,  and  what  had  it  been 
then  1  No  longer  courting  inquiry ;  no 
longer  vaunting  their  anticipated  triumphs  of 
tried  and  approved  innocence  over  ground- 
less calumny,  but  evading  past  protestations, 
shrinking  from  the  investigation  called  for, 
and  to  which  they  had  pledged  themselves ; 
one  night  congratulating  the  countiy*upon 
the  prospect  of  immediate  inquiry,  and  the 
next  generously  tbreateniug  to  punish  and 
to  disgrace  ^e  yeqr  nuun  who  had  ghreii 
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Vbtm  diis  so  much  desired  opportunitj  of 
ioquiry  by  presenting  that  petition,  and 
praying  that  that  house  would  admit  thi^m 
to  prove  upon  incontrovertible  evidence  the 
truth  of  the  idledged  charges  upon  which 
that  petition  resi^.  He  confidently  put 
it  to  nimisters,  if  they  could  have  the  cou- 
lage  to  ask  #  house  of  commons  to  pass  a 
▼ote  of  censure  on  the  man  who  had  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  about  an  inquiiy 
upon  a  great  question  involving  the  privi- 
leges of  that  house?  He  put  it  boldly  to 
iiMee  gentlemen,  whether  they  would  be 
tempted  to  proceed  to  such  a  length,  as  not 
only  to  resist  inquiry,  but  to  punish  the  pro- 
moters of  that  investigation  which  the  gen- 
tlemen themselves  a  few  nights  since 
thought  so  necessary  to  the  great  ends  of 
general  justice,  to  the  assertion  of  the  rights 
of  the  country,  to  thb  vindication  of  the 
inqieached  and  t[uestioned  character  of  the 
government,  and  to  the  due  maintenance 
of  the  dignity  of  the  house  of  commons  I 
Was  it,  he  asked,  treatmg  the  country,  or 
die  privileges  of  that  house,  or  their  own 
involved  character,  with  common  decency, 
to  meet  a  grave  and  solemn  charge  with 
such  a  ludicrous  mixture  of  levity  and  fear, 
flying  from  all  the  most  serious  arguments 
and  a  statement  of  the  most  weighty  facts, 
to  the  miserable  refuge  of  a  joke,  or  to.the 
as  frivolous  attempt  of  justifying  criminality 
by  affected  recrimination  1  When  he  heard 
gentlemen  say  that  they  did.  not  wish  to 
recriminate  (because  for  the  very  best  rea- 
aoas  that  they  could  not),  and  yet  do  so  by 
insinuation,  he  could  not  think  highly  either 
of  their  candour  or  their  logic.  As  to  the 
gentlemen  concerned,  he  was  glad  to  see 
that  it  had  not  been  taken  up  in  any  per. 
sonal  way  by  gentlemen  on  eitlier  side. 
He  did  not  think  it  at  all  went  to  affect  the 
bon.  gentleman's  personal  character;  he 
did  the  best  he  could  to  recommend  him- 
self to  the  government  under  which  he 
acted;  and  thiere  was  no  doubt  that  be  had, 
in  that  instance  particularly,  recommended 
himself  to  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the 
treasury ;  and  he  was  sure  that  that  noble 
lord  would  not  in  the  least  degree  think 
the  hon.  gent,  a  worse  secretary  on  account 
of  his  zeal  and  activity  in  that  iqstance. 
As  to  the  objection  0f4here  beiujg;  but  a 
singly  fact  upon  vvhich  the ipotion forgoing 
into  a  committee  rested,  h^  thought  it  a 
sufficient  answer  to  refer  to  the  allegations 
ia  the  petition  itself,  and  particularly  the 
forw  of  wojrds^  frpin  wlwcft  It  was  ioipos- 


iSbU  not  to  infer  a  generalitv  of  charges^ 
as  in  the  terms  with  which  the  chuge 
against  the  honourable  ^ntteman  was  intro- 
duced "  among  other  mstances»*  and  also 
that  the  same  undue  influence  had  been 
resorted  to  "  in  various  departments*:  did 
these  words  warrant  the  strange  assertion 
that  the  committee  was  to  go  into  inquiry 
upon  one/act  only  t  But  even  of  this  fact 
the  document  was  attempted  to  be  ques- 
tioned. What  was  this  document  ?— A  let- 
ter from  tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
lieutenant-general  Hewitt,  at  the  head  of 
the  barrack  department.  It  bad  been  said 
that  the  boo.  secretary  was  a  freeholder, 
but  did  it  appear  that  the  general  was  a 
freeholder?  From  the  formal  manner  of 
the  note  too,  it  was  evident  that  if  the  two 
gentlemen  were  at  all  acquainted,  it  must 
have  been  in  the  slightest  degree ;  a^d  yet 
the  object  of  this  letter  was  to  sohcit  no 
less  an  obligation  than  tlie  general's  inflo- 
ence  and  support  on  an  ensuing  election. 
He  ^gged  the  general  to  use  his  mflueoce. 
and  with  whom? — not  with  his  tenants; 
not  with  his  friends,  but  with  those  imme- 
diately in  his  department-^with  major  Da- 
vies  and  others  in  the  iMtfrack  department 
Would  it  not,  then,  be  a  mockery  to  con- 
tend any  longer  that  such  a  letter  was  mere- 
ly an  innocent  communication  between  two 
innocent  freeholders  I  But,  if  the  interpret 
tation  of  this  letter  was  still  to  b^  a  ques* 
tion,  he  would  have  recourse  to  the  usual 
mode  of  determining  the  interpretation  in 
such  cases — the  manner  in  which  the  En- 
glish was  understood  by  the  Englishman  to 
to  whom  that  English  was  addressed.  And 
how  did  general  Hewitt  interpret  this  am- 
biguous enigma?  In  such  a  manner  as 
prompted  him  to  act  up  to  its  true  spirit, 
by  promoting  the  influence  he  had  been 
officially  commissioned  to  promote ;  and  io 
his  letter,  how  had  the  general  spoken  of 
the  honourable  secretary  ?  Not  as  a  free- 
holder— not  as  a  private  gentleman  having 
certain  weight  and  certain  connections  in  the 
county;  but  merely  as  secretary  of  thetrea* 
sury-^as  an  officer  of  the  government  com- 
municating the  will  of  the  government,  io 
order  thereby  to  influence  the  decision  of  an 
entire  depart  ipent,  comprehending  in  itself  up 
small  proportion  of  the  interests  and  feelings 
of  the  county  in  queston,  .  li^.ihe  hpiise  re^ 
jected  this  petition^  pqtwithstanding  the 
strong  grounds  upon  which  it  wassqpportedi 
what  ^  would  be  ihe  consequence]  What  A 
proad   prec^deiit  will  mipist^rs  hftv^  to 
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boast  of  in  this  precious  sample  of  their 
treasury  correspondence !   Tlien  may  they 
lit  a  treasurer  iii  every  county,  iu  every 
town,  in  every  borough,  tlien   may  each 
member  circulate  through  his  respective 
barrack  department,  the  decree  of  the  go- 
vernment against  the  subject's  birthright; 
provided  only  that  they  keep  within  the 
cautious  limits  of  their  precious  precedent ; 
provided    only  they  do    not    pronounce 
actual  menace ;  provided  only  they  do  not 
convey,  through  the  medium  of  an  inno- 
cent fi«cholder's  letter,  a  bribe  taken  from 
the  public  money:    provided  they  keep 
within  such  limits  they  were  safe ;  the  pre- 
cedent of  that  night  would  bear  theai  out, 
and  they  would  again  find  a  liouse  of  com- 
mons who  would    countenance  them  in 
the  breach  of  that  house's  privileges,  and 
in  the  violation  of  the  subject's  constitution- 
al rights,  pKovided  only  that  in  the  act  of 
such  breach  and  violation,  the  forms  of 
discreetness  and  decorum  prescribed  in  the 
present  precedent,  be  observed.    The  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  concluded  with  an  earnest 
advice  to  ministers  to  depart  from  tliat  line 
of  conduct  which  no  talents  could  ultimate- 
ly rescue  from  the  indignant  animadversion 
of  the  country ;  friends  might  be  for  the 
time  partial,   but  rectitude  of  intention, 
integrity  of  principle,  and  consistency  of 
conduct,  were  the  best,  perhaps  the  only 
means  of  permanently  securing  that  power, 
which  he  hoped  they  would  endeavour  to 
maintain  by  better  means  than  tliose  by 
which  they  had  succeeded  in  acquiring  it. 

Lord  Howick  remarked  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent,  with  the  most  studious  atten- 
tion, and  with  the  utmost  exertion  of  his 
ingenuity,  conld  not  iind  any  means  of 
fairly  censuring  his  majesty's  government. 
If,  however,  he  had  not  been  able  to  bring 
their  conduct  collectively  as  an  administra- 
tion before  the  house,  and  before  the  public, 
,  he  nevertheless  had  found  some  opportunity 
of  attacking  them  in  the  person  of  a  gentle- 
man connected  with  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment, and  in  so  doing,  he  had  made  one  of  the 
most  declamatory  speechesthathadever  been 
heard  within  the  walls  of  that  house ;  he  had 
outdone  all  his  former  outdoiogs,  he  might 
be  said  to  have  out-Heroded  Herod  himself. 
He  bad  repeated  what  had  been  upwards 
of  twenty  times  before  repeated  in .  that 
hoo^e— a  charge  than  which,  from  the 
generality  of  its  nature,  none!^  was  more^easi- 
ly  n^ade,  nor  more  difficult  to  be  recited ; 
he  had  charged  him  and  the  persons  with 


whom  he  acted,  with  having  deserted  those 
principles  which   regulated  their  conduct 
when  they  sat  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house.     In  answer  to  this,  he  would  beg  to 
remind  that  hon.  and  learned  gent,  that  in 
the  course  of  the  many  years  to  which  he 
referred,  there  never  had  been  a  single  in- 
stance of  such  an  individual  and  private 
personal    opposition    brought  before  the 
house.     And  would  that  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  be  so  bold  as  to  say,  that  during  the 
course  of  those  20  years  there  was  no  inter- 
ference of  persons  connected  with  admini- 
stration  in  election  affairs;   or  would  the 
hon.  and  learned   gent,  conteqd  that  he 
(lord  H.)  and  all  the  friends  with  whom  he 
then  acted,  were  so  dull  of  intellect,  and 
that  matters  were  then  so  skilfully  conductr 
ed,  that  they  could  not  discover  the  influ- 
ence that  was  at  that  time  made  use  of  I 
Whenever    the    authority  of   office    was 
glaringly  or  ii;n{)eratively  exercised  over  any 
one  in  matters  of  election,  it  was  the  duty 
of  every  mdependent  member  of  parliament 
to  expose  it,  but  they  had   uniformly  ab- 
stained from  calling  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  conduct  of  any  individual  in 
such  cases.     Wouhl  gentlemen,  however^ 
say,  that  during  that  time  there  was  never 
any  interference  of  a  minister,  of  a  secre- 
tary of  state,   or  of  a  secretary  of  the 
treasury]  He  did  not  mean  to  justify  him- 
self, or  those  connected  with  him,  merely 
by  a  declaration  that  others  did  the  like ; 
but  it  was  fit  that  the  attention  of   the 
house   should    be  called   to  the  quarter 
from  which  these   complaints  proceeded. 
However,  it  was  said  that  a  person  might 
not  speak  to  a  person  who  was  not  in  office 
for  his  vote  and  interest.     What,  if  a  man 
had  a  particular  friend,  a  near  relation,  or 
a  person  with  whom  he  was  acquainted  by 
means  of  their  both  being  in  offices  under 
the  crown,  he  was  not  to  be  spoken  to  ?  a  . 
man  was  to  apply  for  support,  or  the  fur- 
therance ^f  his  friend's  interest  to  evc^y  . 
man  in  England  but  those  with  whom  he 
was  acquainted ;  he  was  to  be  allowed  to 
apply  to  every  one  that  could  not,  or  would 
not  be  of  service  to  him,  but  if  he  came 
near  the.  door  of  his  friend  or  those  who 
were  likely  to  assist  him  he   must  cry^ 
"  Pro^ul,  O!  procul  este,  profanil"    He. 
must  not  presume  to  use  his  influence,  or  ask.  { 
for  any  friendship  there.    Now,  he  recoU  « 
lected  that  on  a  former  occasion,  a  letter  . 
was  written  on  the  business  of  an  election  at 
Canterbury;  he, had  a  copy  of  it  iu  his  . 
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pocket,  signed  George  Rose.  Here  he 
rcttd  Uie  letter.  That  letter  called  upon 
Mr.  Smith,  who  was  in  the  barrack  depart- 
ment, to  use  his  influence  with  Mr.  Baldock, 
It  contractor  for  the  ordnance  office,  in 
£ivour  of  a  particular  candidate.  We 
might  adopt  some  forms  of  regulation,  but 
it  was  imposuble  entirely  to  prevent  people 
in  office,  any  more  than  out  of  oflice,  from 
soliciting  a  friend  to  support  another  friend 
of  their  own  at  an  clectiou.  There  was  ano- 
ther instance  in  which  the  tame  gentleman 
was  concerned — a  Westminster  election, 
where  it  was  stated  that  two  accotmts  were 
kept,  one  for  the  treasury,  and  another  for 
lord  Hood ;  but  of  these  two  instances  no 
notice  was  taken  in  parliament.  There 
was  another  instance,  however,  where  the 
same  gentleman  was  also  concerned,  con- 
cerning which  a  motion  was  made  in  that 
honse.  that  was  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  a!)use8,  as  far  as  related  to  the  mitiga- 
tion of  penalties  or  suspension  of  a  prose- 
cution under  the  excise  laws,  in  consequence 
of  what  had  been  done  at  an  election  for 
Westminster;  but  this  motion  was  lost,  and 
those  members  of  the  present  parliament 
who  had  then  a  seat  in  that  house,  and 
voted  against  the  motion,  could  hardly 
thhik  the  present  a  censurable  case.  But 
here  a  gentleman,  a  member  of  that  house, 
who  was  also  in  office,  had  not  only  a  friend, 
but  a  near  relation,  who  was  a  candidate 
for  a  seat  in  that  house,  and  he  wrote  to 
anotlier  friend*  simply  in  a  friendly  way, 
with  the  word  "  private,"  w  ritten  on  the 
letter  also,  to  endeavour  to  forward  the  in- 
terest of  his  relation.  This  was  llie  very 
head  and  front  of  his  offending.  Great 
stress,  however,  had  been  laid  on  the  ex- 
pression, that  the  travelling  expences  could 
not  be  allowed,  as  it  could  not  be  introdu- 
ced into  any  public  account.  Now,  he  would 
desire  to  know,  how  it  was  possible  for  the 
most  conscientious  and  scrupulous  ser\'ant 
of  the  public  to  make  a  more  candid,  or  a 
more  honest  declaration  1  Perhaps  this  ma- 
jor Davies  had  thought  that  the  letters  did 
not  go  far  enough,  and  the  expences  might 
hare  been  hinted  at  with  a  view  to  entrap 
the  gentleman  who  was  spoken  of.  That 
(veutleman  had  himself  spoken  more  ably 
than  be  could  upon  the  subject ;  but  it  was 
to  be  observed,  that  he  had  never  interpos- 
ed the  weight  of  his  official  influence,  and 
so  powerfid  was  the  influence  on  the  other 
side,  that  it  was  proved  by  the  hon.  baronet 
himself,  that  a  person  in  an  official  ^tuation 
had  been  sent  out  of  the  way,  because  he 


t  was  supposed  to  be  friendly  to  government 
The  petition  itself  was  AnoUier  proof  of  the 
I  very  litllc  influence  that  was  made  use  of  by 
those  who  were  friendly  to  his  msgestys  go- 
verament,  and  of  the  very  great  exertions  that 
were  made  on  the  opposite  side;  it  was  sign- 
ed by  two  persons  who,  he  was  informed, 
were  servants  to  the  boo.  baronet,  by  ano- 
ther who  was  secretaiy  to  the  nuiitia,  where 
lord  Bolton  was  lord  lieutenant,  another  sig- 
nature was  that  of  a  person  who  was  clerk  to 
the  collectors  of  taxes,  and  who  was  now 
soliciting  the  situation  of  surveyor  from 
that  terrible  government  which  bore  down 
every  thing  with  its  authority.  It  was  idle 
to  talk  of  a  committee  to  inquire,  for  tlie 
facts  were  clear  before  the  house,  and  all 
that  remained  was,  for  the  house  to  declare 
by  its  vote  ti^at  uight,  whether  they  would 
proii6unce  tjieir  censure  on  the  conduct 
whidi  had  b<icn  so  proved,  or  whether  they 
would  dismiss  the  accusation  as  one  that 
was  unworthy  of  being  entertained  by  thai 
house.  The  learned  gent  opposite  (Mr. 
Perceval)  had  said  tliat  there  were  many 
other  cases  where  the  influence  of  govern- 
ment had  been  made  use  of;  but  it  might 
fairly  be  raid,  "  ab  uno  dbce  omnes,"  and, 
as  no  doubt,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  did  not  direct  their  organ  to  bring  for- 
ward his  weakest  case  first,  the  house  might 
fairly  infer  that  the  others,  if  any,  were  not 
sucli  as  would  be  likely  to  be  productiue  of 
very  dangerous  consequences  to  the  liber- 
ties of  England.  When  a  motion  was  made 
(that  of  Mr.  Biddulph]  for  inquiry  into  tlie 
extent  of  salaries  and  emoluments  in  various 
public  oifices,  a  motion  w  hich  was  certainly 
not  of  a  nature  that  was  likely  to  strength- 
en or  be  favourable  to  any  administration, 
it  was,  however,  thought  to  be  one  that 
might  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  public, 
and  accordingly  it  was  most  cheerfully  ac- 
ceded to,  and  most  zealously,  as  weu  as 
most  ably  supported  by  his  noble  friend 
(lord  H.  Petty).  But  neither  his  majeist/s 
ministers  nor  tlie  house,  he  trusted,  would 
suffer  themselves  to  be  led  away  by  any 
groundless  accusations  that  might  be  brought 
before  them. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  tliat  he  bad  come  down  to 
the  house  with  a  determination  not  to  say  a 
word  upon  the  question ;  but  after  the  per- 
sonal gttack  that  had  begn  made  upon  his 
condttCty  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  remain 
altogether  silent.  As  to  the  letter  read  by 
the  noble  lord,  and  addressed  by  him  to  a 
person  who  had  offered  hisservices  in  favour 
of  the  member  he  would  recommend,  tber« 
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was  nothing  in  it  similar  to  the  case  now  be 
fore  the  house ;  nor  was  the  disclosure  of 
that  Utter  a^proof  of  much  gratitude  on  the 
part  of  the  gentleman  in  behalf  of  whom  it 
nad  been  written.  Had  he  deserved  the 
blame  that  was  imputed  to  him,  not  only 
should  he  have  deserved  the  censure  of  that 
house,  but  also  the  forfeiture  of  his  employ- 
ment. As  to  the  libel  against  him,  alluded  to 
by  the  noble  lord,  it  was  not  matter  grave 
enough  to  be  brought  before  that  house :  but 
it  had  got  into  a  newspaper,  and  he  had  laid 
his  band  upon  the  printer,  and  called  upon 
him  to  make  good  his  charge.  He  did  not 
institute  a  criminal  prosecution  against  the 
man :  such  was  not  his  object;  for  his  only 
wish  was  to  clear  his  own  character.  Under 
that  impression,  he  brought  his  civil  action, 
and  obtained  a  verdict  and  damages.  This 
libel  had  lately  been  re-published,  and  there 
was  room  td  believe,  under  the  dvection  of 
a  distant  relation  of  the  noble  lord  opposite 
to  him  (lord  Temple).  He  could  see  no 
ground  of  charge  against  him  in  it  now ;  fbr 
if  there  was,  he  had  given  a  fair  opportunity 
to  prove  it,  and  the  proof  had  failed.  His 
motives  for  countenancing  the  present  peti- 
tion were  very  different  from  those  imputed 
to  him :  it  was  not  to  support  his  popularity, 
or  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  hon.  gent, 
against  whom  it  was  directed ;  «•  man  could 
entertain  more  sincere  regard  for  that  hon. 
gent,  than  he  did.  But  there  were  several 
»cts  that  called  (or  censure,  and  which 
might  be  proved  if  the  house  acceded  to  the 
present  motion. — He  should  now-chiefly  re- 
fer to  the  conduct  of  an  hon.  gent.  (xMr. 
Calcraft)  in  the  town  which  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  represent,  to  which  that  hon.  gent, 
came  and  used  entreaties  and  threats,  to  in- 
fluence  the  election  of  the  municipal  officers 
of  that  town ;  when  afterwards  parliament 
was  dissolved,  letters  were  brought  down 
by  the  same  gentleman,  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  insti- 

fate  the  custom-house  officers,  who  were 
isabled  by  law  from  taking  any  part  in 
such  matters,  to  exert  themselves  in  support 
of  the  friends  of  government.  In  another 
instance,  a  military  man  had  received  the 
same  instructions  ;  and  the  burgesses  were 
hunted  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the 
other,  when,  after  all,  not  more  than  one  vote 
could  possibly  be  obtained.  He  certainly, 
at  more  than  one  public  meeting,  had  in- 
veighed against  such  practices  of  govern- 
ment; and  he  was  now  ready  to  declare,  that 
he  never  knew  of  any  such  practised  by  any 
adnunistration  in  this  country.  For  his'  party 
he  never  had  recourse  to  such  means,  cither 
VoImVIIL 


to  support  himself  or  his  near  relatio 
another  town.    There  were  about  700  v 
in  Southampton ;  and  out  of  tliat  num 
he  did  not  think  that  his  son  got  more  t 
two  from  the  recollection  of  any  kindi 
conferred  upon  the  freemen  by  him  or 
connecdon.    Indeed,  some  who  had  p 
mised  him  their  votes,  were  deterred  fn 
keeping  their  promise ;  for  they  were  afr 
that  if  they  did,  they  might  expect  to  U 
their  situations.     Such  was  the   system 
terror  acted  on  by  ministers,  of  which 
should  adduce  a  variety  of  proofs,  if  t 
committee  moved  for  was  appointed.    T, 
right  hon.  gent,  related  an  anecdote  of  oi 
gentleman  who  promised  him,  and  after  war 
broke  his  word,  aliedging  that  he  dared  n 
vote  otherwise.    Mr.  Garrett,  the  brewer, 
Portsm6uth,  had,  it  was  true,  done  grQ 
services  in  favour  of  the  unsuccessful  cai 
didate,  but  he  lost  the  supply  of  the  Doc 
three  days  afterwards.     He  declared  that  h 
never  liad  an  action  brought  against  him  bii 
by  Smith,  and  he  certainly  should  have  actec 
the  part  of  an  ideot,  had  he  withstood  hi 
demand  on  any  other  ground  than  justice 
He  defied  the  whole  world  to  prove  that  he 
had  ever  wounded  the  feelings  of  individual 
for  the  purpose  of  extorting  their  votes. 

Mr.  Cakraft  repelled  the  charge  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  advanced  against 
him.  He  declared  that  he  never  heard  that 
the  letter  referred  to  M^as  in  the  hands  of  any 
person,  until  about  two  months  since,  when 
he  was  informed  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
ury  that  he  had  got  such  a  letter,  with  his 
answer  to  it,  which  he  had  quite  forgot  to 
have  ever  written.  That  he  had  ever  uised 
any  threat  to  the  magistrates  of  Christ-church 
he  most  solemnly  denied,  and  therefore  the 
right  hon.  gent,  ought  not  to  rely  on  their 
information.  Indeed,  if  such  informers  iverc 
to  be  trusted,  they  told  some  strange  stories 
of  the  right  hon.  gent,  himself.  For  ihe  only 
time  he  saw  those  magistrates  was  at  the  hoifee 
of  a  respectable  inhabitant  of  Christ  cRurch 
who  W.1S  present  at  the  conversation ;  and 
they  stated  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  told  them 
that  he  was  not  in  opposition  to  government, 
that  he  never  thwarted  the  measures  of  minis- 
ters, but  that  on  the  contrary,  he  was  on 
the  most  intimate  footing  with  many  of  the 
principal  members  of  the  government,  and 
that  ha  was  assisting  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  (a  laugh. )l  Would  the  right  hoo. 
gent,  then  advise  that  credit  should  be 
given  to  such  authority  ?  But  with  reference 
to  the  question  before  the  house,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  ought  to  have  had  the  candour 
to  state  that  these  very  magistrates  voted«  for 
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km,  and  yet  they  were  nerer  disturbed  in 
the  offices  which  they  held  under  govern- 
ment, and  yet  that  govemnent  was,  acoord- 
ine  to  the  Tight  hon.  gent/s  sentiments,  ca- 
paUe  cf  alHisiog  its  power  for  the  porposei 
•  of  revenge  and  undue  influence. 

The  Solieii0r  General  thought  it  very 
aingular  that  the  right  hon.  gent  (Mr. 
Keae)  sboold,  is  he  staled,  have  fonned 
a  resolution  not  to  speak  in  the  course  of 
the  debute,  oonsklering  the  important  facts 
whkh  he  had  alledg^  and  the  written 
Ifvkleooe  whkJi  he  had  brought  with  him 
to  support  those  ihcts.  But  really  tte  right 
hon.  ^nt  could  not  himself  rely  on  the 
trutii  of  such  allegatk>ns»  or  he  would  not 
kave  ne^ected,  with  all  the  solicitude 
wkkh  he  profnsed^  and  felt  to  preserve 
Uie  freedom  of  electkui,  to  bring  them  for- 
ward  In  the  first  nistance;  for  they  were 
surely  much  stronger  than  the  case  to  which 
the  motbu  referrM.  But,  ki  point  of  fact, 
it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  hon. 
gent,  would  have  aeclined  to  put  these 
strong  cases  in  the  front  line  of  his  attack 
on  ministen,  if  he  thought  they  could 
have  been  maintained,  much  less  that  lie 
should  have  determined  not  to  state  them 
at  all,  if  he  had  not  been  irritated  by 
something  which  fell  from  his  noMe  friend 
below  him  (lord  Uowkk).  Therefore  this 
important  communication  from  the  right 
hon.  gent,  was  not  owing  to  an  anxiety 
for  public  justke,  or  the  maintenance  of  a 
free  eleetiott,  but  to  personal  resentment — 
Afier  a  few  words  from  lord  HowKk,  Mr. 
Rose,  Mr.  Asheton  Smith,  and  Mr.  Herbert, 
the  house  divided,  when  there  appeared, 

For  the  motion •  •  5/ 

.  Against  it  ............  184 

Minority  against  the  motion 1 27 

List  oj  the  3linority. 


Roie^rialMlMn.0. 
Roie,0.a 
Ryder,  hon.  R. 
Smith,  J. 
Soaiefict,  lof  d  A* 
Scaohape,  8. 
Suswan,boq.£.R. 
StQpford,  loi4 
SuttoB,  C.  M. 
Struct,  J.  H. 
Taylor,  W. 


Tiemayne,  J.  H. 
Tuiton.  sir  T. 
Vyie,  R. 
WardpR. 
WiUiaiMtR. 
WnghC,  I.  A|kiii» 
Wiiod,Y 

reliefs. 
Sir  H.  Mildmsy 
T.  A.  South. 


»akcr,W. 

,  Barlie,  S. 

Beaph,  H. 

BidduIph.M. 
'  -Bourne,  W.  Sturges 

Brodriek,  hoa.  W. 

Brook,  lofd 

BnKo,  ioid 
.  Burrell,  Sir  C.  M. 

Canning  right  hon.  C 

Cartwright,  W.  R. 

Cattlereagh,  lord 

Cbampernowfie,  A. 

Cow  per,  hon.  £.  S. 

t>e  Pontlveu,  J. 

•sine,  J. 

Fellowes,  hon.  K. 

PUzhugh,  W. 

HUl,  hon.  W. 


Huntley,  lord» 
Jefiey,  J. 
Jenkinion,  €. 
Joddrell,  H. 
Johnstone,  G. 
KmtchbuU,  sir  B. 
Kynaiton,  F* 
I^tbbridge,  T.  B. 
Lasceltes.  hon.  £• 
Leslie,  C.  P. 
Leigh,  R.  Hole 
Loiig,'TiglK  boo.  C 

J^na,  R? 

Magens,  M.  Dorien 
Osbprri,  J. 
Patteson,  J. 
PcttJe,  sir  R. 
Penwal*  hon.  S. 
KobiawPa  boo.  F. 


ROVSB  or  LORBS. 
Mandajf,  Fthrumy  l6, 
[Scotch  Juoicatvrb  Bill.]  Lord 
Grenville  said,  he  had  the  honour  to  pre- 
sent to  their  lordships  the.  bi&  ct  tvhicb  he 
had  some  time  since  siven  notice^  for  tiic 
better  R^ulation  oftte  Courts  ^Justics 
in  Scothmd.  On  enterii^  mto  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject*  .he  conid  not  begin 
better  tlian  by  obviatii^  a  mbrepsesen* 
tation  which  had  been  industnousiy  dreo* 
lated»  and  which  had  staled  fan  olgect 
to  be»  to  assiasilate  the  li^  of  Scothad 
to  that  of  this  conntry.  He  had  no 
such  view,  nor  could  be  eonceive  say 
theory  more  erroneous,  any  poject  noie 
wild  and  pregnant  with  danger,  tiiaa 
that  of  endeavouring  to  impose  the  kwi 
of  one  conntry  upon  another,  wtthoutcon* 
aderingtbe  diftienceof  habits  and  mni- 
ners.  It  was  no  psart  of  his  mtentien,  nor 
had  he  ever  so  stated  it,  to  propose  any 
alteration  in  the  law  of  Scotland ;  his  ob- 
ject was  that  that  kw  should  be  better  admi- 
nistered That  some  measure  of  tins  nature 
was  absobteiy  necessary  must  be  obvious 
to  their  lordships.  Their  table  was  now 
loaded  with  Appeals,  the  greatef  part'  of 
which  were  from  the  Court  of  l^ion  in 
Scotland,  and  which  increased  so  much 
faster  than  it  was  possible  for  their  lord- 
ships to  decide  upon  them,  appropriatini; 
for  that  purpose  all  the  time  which  thej 
could  devote  consistently  with  the  other 
duties  which  they  had  to  perform,  that 
their  lordships',  house  ha^  nearly  become 
bankruptwith  respect  to  the  administration 
of  justice.  He  meant  not  to  throw  the 
slightest  imputation  upon  the  learned  per- 
sons who  composed  the  court  of  ses- 
sion :  nor  did  he  wish  in  this  discussion  to 
mak^  the  least  reference  to  individuals. 
It  was  the  coiistitution  of  the  court  of 
session  itself  which  waS  faulty,  and  wbkk 
rendered  it  impossible  to  do  justice  to  tbs 
suitoils  in  that  court;  above  all,  to  do 
speedy  justice,  whkh  was  most  essential' to 
the  due  adniinistnitkm  of  law.    The  at- 
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cMBidalion  of  badoess  in  tiie  eoiiit  of 
seision  had  arisen  jfirom  causes  which  were 
highly  satisfiictory;  fipoailhe  great  improve- 
ment which  had  ra|Mdly  t2ken  place  in 
ScotknMl  since  the  American  war»  in  com* 
merce,  in  manii&etures,  and  in  agricuUure. 
The  exlen8i6Q  of  con»meroe  and  of  nianu- 
fiu^tures  necessarSy  gave  rise  to  a  great 
number  of  suils  mqnently  involving  ques- 
Hobs  highly  eomplieated,  and  which  at  the 
same  time  were  Jn  a  great  degree  new  to 
the  court  of  session.  Thus  it  had  hap- 
pened that  the  business  of  that  court  had 
so  greatly  accumulated,  that  were  no 
new  suits  to  he  instituted,  it  would  require 
two  years  to  get  through  the  busmess  aW 
veady  before  the  court.  It  was  obvio^s, 
therefore,  both  with  respect  to  appeals  to 
that  house  from  the  court  of  session,  and 
with  respect  to  the  business  of  that  court 
itself,  that  an  evil  of  great  magnitude  ex* 
isted,  to  which  it  was  necessavy  to  apply  a 
remedy.  He  had  stated  last  session  the 
eiisteuoe  of  this  evil,  and  had  proposed 
Resolutions  which  were  adopted  by  the 
bouse  with  the  view  of  leaving  the  subject 
open  for  consideration.  He  now  proposed 
to  carr^  into  effect  the  measure,  the  outline 
of  which  was  then  suggested,  with  sitch 
alterations  and  improvements  as  had  been 
suggested  by  further  consideration.  The 
first  leading  point  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
their  lordships'  attention  was  the  division 
of  the  court  of  session  into  thre^  chambers, 
consisting  of  five  judges  each.  He  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  justice  would  be 
Xituch  better  administered  by  three  courts 
or  chambers  thus  constituted,  and  having  a 
co-ordinate  jurisdiction,  than  by  all  the 
15  judges  sitting  as  at  present  in  one 
f  ourt.  With  the  smaller  number  of  judges 
much  less  time  was  taken  up  hi  deliver- 
ing opinions,  9ffd  there  was  a  less  chance 
of  diference  of  opinion  arisuig.  If  these 
15  judges  were  to  deliver  their  opinions, 
and  each  of  them,  as  in  tlie  court, of 
sessiop,  had  to  examine  voluminous  writ- 
ten doenmenta^  it  must  unavoidably,  hap- 
pen that  diferences  of  opinion  would 
firequcntly  arise,  and  tliat  considerable 
delay  would  take  place  before  a  de- 
cision could  be  had  mpon  any  suit  before 
them.  It  was,  besiaes,  of  the  greatest 
advantage  that  there  should  be  two  or 
three  courts  of  jiMtice  of  coH>rdhiate  juris* 
diction,  the  decisions  in  which  <^^y 
made,  and  the  opinions  of  the  judgea  of 
Vduci\  openly  delhrexed,  i«ottl4  be  mme- 


diately  canvassed  by  an  enlightened  bai) 
and  would  be  soon  examin^  by  public 
opmion.  The  suitor  having  his  choice  to 
commence  his  suit  in  either  of  these  courts, 
public  opinion  would  soon  point  out  by  the 
preference  given,  in  which,  if  in  auy»  there, 
was  the  superiority  of  learnuig  or  the  more 
enlightened  decisions.  The  proposed  medH 
sure  of  the  three  chambers  would  do  no 
violence  to  the  constitution  of  the  court  of 
session,  which  was  originally  analogous  to 
the  parliament  of  Paris,  and  which  m%bt 
be  naturally  divided  in  this  way.  It  was 
thought  by  some  that  it  would  be  better  Ui 
divide  the  court  into  two  chambers,  which 
in  that  case  must  consist  of  eight  and  seven 
judges.  He  was  decidedly,  however,  of 
opinion,  for  the  reasons  he  had  stated, 
that  the  three  chambers  would  be  much 
preferable.  The  next  point  to  which  he 
had  to  call  their  lordships'  attention  v^as, 
the  proposed  alteration  of  the  trial  by  jury 
in  Scotbind  to  civil  cases.  Of  the  ines- 
timable advantages  of  the  Trial  by  Jury, 
every  EngUshman  must  be  perfectly  con^ 
vinced,  and  it  was  surely  not  giving  way 
too  much  to  any  prejudices,  which  he,  as 
an  Englishman,  might  have  in  fiivour  of 
this  admirable  institution,  for  him  to  sup- 
pose that  it  might  be  extended  to  Scotland 
with  infinite  advantage  in  dvii  cases,  as  it 
had  been  in  criminal  cases,  and  in  suits  re^ 
speciing  the  revenue.  Nothing  was  more 
conducive  to  the  due  administration  of 
justice  than  the  dear  distinction  of  htvir 
and  of  fi^ct,  that  thf  facts  of  a  case  should 
be  brought  to  an  issue  of  fiict,  upon  which 
a  jury  might  decide,  and  that  the  law,  a^ 
applicable  4o  those  facts,  should  be  clearly 
distinguished:  thus,  confusion  would  be- 
avoided,  and  tlie  law  and  the  facts  of  each 
case  t>eing  accurately  pointed  out,  justice, 
would  be  administeredwithdearness  and 
precision.  This  would  alone  be  e&cted 
by  the  trial  by  jury,  and  by  the  fiicts  of  a 
case  lieing  brought  to  tiiat  point  of  issue  in 
which  a  jury  could  decide.  ,In  proposuig, 
however,  to  extend  this  institution  in  civit 
cases  to  Scotbind,  it  was  proposed  to  con-t 
fine  it  to  suits  respecting  what  be  would 
denominate  personal  rights,  aud  to  extendi 
it  to  suite  respecting  landed  estates.  The^ 
reason  of  this  was,  that  from  the  nature  of* 
the  law  of  Scotbind.  with  reqieet  to  landed 
estates,  the  rights  to  these  estates  became 
wholly  a  question  of  law,  and  inv4>lved  no 
qoeslioD  of  fiict  upon  which  a  jury  could 
decide.  Th?  Qoly  remaipi|i^  |^oJin(,wbidK 
3A2 
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be  had  to  tonch  upon  ^was  the  institiitioD 
of  an  intermediate  court  of  appeal.  The 
necessity  of  some  such  arrangement  was 
obvious,  in  order  still  further  to  prevent 
too  frequent  appeals  to  that  house.  It  was 
proposed  that  appeals  to  tiiat  house  should 
onjy  lie  against  final  judgments  and  not 
against  interlocutory  decrees.  With  respect 
to  the  constitution  of  the  intermediate 
eourt  of  appeal,  some  doubt  had  arisen 
as  to  how  far  it  was  competent  for  the 
legislature  to  institute  %  court  paramount 
to  the  court  of  ssesion,  it  having  been  pro- 
vided by  the  act  of  union,  that  that  court 
should  retain  all  the  privileges  which  it  then 
possessed.  It  was  however,  also  provided  in 
that  act,  that  it  should  be  competent  to  the 
legislature  to  make  such  regulations  as  it 
should  deem  ad^  isable  for  the  better  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  Scotland.  Their 
lordships  would  likewise  be  aware  that  at 
the  time  of  the  act  of  union  the  court  of 
session  consisted  of  14  lords,  and  of  4 
extraordinary  lords.  It  was  however  deem- 
ed advisable  in  the  reign  of  George  I.  to  add 
one  to  the  14  lords,  and  to  take  away  the 
4  extraordinary  lords.  The  court  of  session, 
therefore,  as  at  present  constituted,  was  not 
the  court  of  session  as  existing  at  the  time 
of  tlie  act  of  union,  but  as  constituted  by  the 
act  of  George  I.  and  the  competency  of  the 
legislature  to  make  such  alterations  in  the 
eonstitution  of  that  court  as  it  should  deem 
necessary  for  the  better  administration  of 
justice  in  Scothind  was  completely  recog- 
liized.  The  n¥>de  in  which  this  interme- 
diate court  of  appeal  or  court  of  revision 
was  proposed  to  be  constituted  was,  by 
empowering  his  majesty  to  appoint  a  pre- 
sident of  that  court,  and  also  to  appoint 
the  lord  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer  in 
Scotland  a  lord  of  session  and  a  member 
pf  this  court,  and  the  three  presidents 
of  the  three  chambers  into  which  the 
court  of  session  was  proposed  to  be  di- 
vided to  be  also  members  of  this  court. 
Thus  constituting  a  court  of  5  judges, 
one  of  wliom  would  necessarily  be  the 
president  of  the  chamber,  where  the  suit 
respecting  which  an  appeal  was  brought, 
had  been  in  the  first  instance  decided  upon, 
and  at  whose  option  it  would  be  tp  attend 
the  court  of  revision  upon  tH^  hearing  of 
the  appeal  respecting  such  suit,  but  whose 
presence  the  otlier  judges  might  on  many 
pccasions  deem  advisable  in  order  to  give 
them  information  respecting  the  suit  over  J 
tb^  decision  of  which  in  the  io^or  court  I 


be  had  presided.  Having  thus  detaHed  to 
their  lordships  the  outline  of  the  proposed 
phin,  he  submitted  it  to  them,  trusting  that 
it  would  be  maturely  and  deliberately  con- 
sidered, assured  that  they  would  not  im- 
pute to  him  the  vanity,  and  in  his  situation 
the  criminality,*  of  being  so  attached  to  hb 
own  plan,  as  to  reject  any  alteration, 
hoping  that  their  lordships,  in  their  deliber- 
ative wisdom,  would  on  the  contrary  sug- 
gest such  alterations  as  they  might  deem 
advisable,  with  the  view  of  rendering  this 
measure  more  perfect,  more  adequate  to 
the  object  which  was  proposed  to  be 
eflected,  and  which  he  was  convinced  their 
lordships  would  deem  not  only  expedient 
and  advisable,  but  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  due  administration  of  justice  to  his 
majesty's  liege  subjects  in  Scotland.  To 
carry  into  effect  an  object  of  this  magni- 
tude and  importance,  required  all  their 
lordships'  deliberative  wisdom,  but  he  was 
convinced  that  with  the  amendments  and 
alterations  which  might  be  suggested,  after 
the  subject  had  undergone  still  further  con- 
sideration, the  proposed  plan  might  be 
rendered  productive  of  the  greatest  utility 
and  advantage  to  Scotland,  He  submitted 
the  plan  to  the  exercise  of  their  lordships' 
judgment  and  deliberation.  He  proposed, 
in  order  to  give  time  for  the  due  consider- 
ation of  the  subject,  that  the  seisond  reading 
of  the  bill  should  qot  take  place  until  that 
day  three  weeks.  His  lordship  concluded 
by  presenting  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation 
of  courts  of  justice  in  Scotland. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  expressed  some 
doubts  with  respect  to  the  efficacy  of  the 
proposed  pl^,  and  particularly  with  re- 
spect to  the  extension  to  Scotland  of  the 
trial  by  jury  in  ^ivil  cases.  This  part  of 
the  plan .  would  he  thought  create  con- 
siderable alarm  in  S(»tland,  if  proposed  to 
be  extended  to  the  whole  of  that  country, 
as  it  would  alter  the  value  of  securities 
at  present  perfectly  Icg^l, 

JLord  Eldon  expressed  his  entire  appro- 
bation of  the  general  priticiple  of  the  bill, 
and  declared  his  wish  to  give  every  assist- 
ance in  promotuig  the  great  object  which 
was  proposed  to  be  attained,  which  he  con- 
sidered of  the  most  essential  importance, 
and  with  respect  to  which  it  bad  been  his 
intention  to  propose  some  measure  with 
the  view  of  remedying  the  evil  which  un- 
doubtedly existed.  He  acceded  to  the 
proposed  measures  of  having  tfariee  cham- 
bers Qx  CQUcts  and  a  court  of  revision^  cqth 
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Tioced  that  the  most  Essential  advantage 
resulted  from  the  three  courts  of  law  in 
Weskminster  Hall,  which  were  in  fact 
courts  of  revisioa  with  respect  to  each 
other,  the  decisions  made  in  each  heconiing 
subjects  of  discussion  in  the  others,  and  the 
opinions  of  the  judges  upon  important 
'  points  of  law  being  perfectly  well  known. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  although  for  some 
time  probably,  if  this  measure  was  carried 
into  effect,  the  court  of  revision  would  have 
a  great  influx  of  business,  yet  that  from  the 
advantages,  resulting  from  three  courts  of 
co-ordinate  jurisdiction,  that  court  of  revi- 
sion would,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  be 
as  seldom  called  upon  as  the  court  of  error 
or  exchequer  chamber  in  this  country.  He 
i^ished  to  impress  their  lordships  with  res- 
pect to  the  trial  by  jury,  that  the  court  of 
session  was  a  court  of  equity  as  well  as  a 
court  of  law,  and  therefore  that  it  would 
require  considerable  care  in  framing  provi- 
sions for  the  purpose  of  forming  issues  of 
iact  to  be  tried  by  a  jury.  He  thought  it 
would  be  more  advisable  to  fix  the  second 
jeading  for  that  day  montli,  instead  of  three 
iveeks. 

I^rd  Hawlcealmry  concurred  m  opmion 
with  respect  to  the  principle  of  the  mea- 
'^ure,  except  as  to  the  extension  of  the  trial 
by  jury,  as  proposed  in  the  bill,  respecting 
)vhich  he  had  considerable  doubts.  He 
thought  it  woiild  be  better  to  detach  this 
from  the  bill,  and  make  it  the  subject  of  a 
^parate  bilL< 

Lord  EUenbmrough  was  decidedly  of  opi- 
jiion  that  the  extension  of  the  trial  by  jury 
was  essepti^i  to  the  proposed  measure,  inas- 
much as  they  must  look  to  that  for  the 
purpose  of  lessening  tlie  quantity  of  appeal- 
able matter  to  that  House.  He  was  so 
jUioroughly  convinced  of  the  essential  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  this  part  of  the 
plan,  and  that  it  was  so  great  a  boon  to 
Scotl;ind,  Ih^t  nothing  ttu^  petitions  from 
the  whple  population  of  Scotland  against 
the  measure  could  convince  him  that  it  was 
unwiie  or  inexpedient. 

Lord  GrenvUle  expressed  great  satisfac- 
tion at  the  liberal  manner  in  which  this  mea- 
sure had  been  rec^ved  by  the  house.  With 
respect  to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill«  it 
was  his  wish  that  if  the  measure  passed  that 
house  it  should  be  sent  down  to  the  other 
house  of  parliament  in  a  reasonable  period 
^f  the  session,  and  wit]i  that  view  he  wished 
the  bill  to  be  committed  previous  to  the 
l^ter  recess.    He  thought,  th^efore,  that 


if  it  was  understood  that  the  second  read- 
ing should  take  place  on  that  day  three 
weeks, and  the  commitment  on  tliat day  four 
weeks,  it  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  no- 
ble and  learned  lord. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  approved  of  this  ar- 
rangement, but  thought  the  salaries  of  the 
judges  in  Scotland  not  adequate  to  their 
situations. 

Tlie  Lard  Chancellor  highly  approved 
of  the  proposed  plan.  With  respect  to  the 
tsial  by  jury,  he  considered  it  totally  unne- 
cessary to  say  a  word  in  its  praise;  its  bene* 
fits  were  too  obvious  to  need  his  commen- 
dation; to  this  measure  it  was  of  essential 
use,  in  order  that  questions  of  fact  might 
be  decided  upon,  and  that  appeals  might 
be  confined  to  their  proper  province,  ques- 
tions of  law. — ^The  bill  was  then  r^  a 
^rst  time  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  February  l5. 
[Nbw  PlaS'  of  Finance.]  Lont 
Castlereagh  rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
the  postponement  of  his  Finance  Resolutions 
from  this  to  some  future  day.  He  iaiew 
that  in  considering  the  Resolutions  of  llie 
noble  lord,  (H.  Petty)  his  own  must  of 
course  come  under  review,  but  be  hoped 
that  the  noble  lord,  considering  the  magni- 
tude of  the  subject,  would  be  disposed  to 
grant  some  further  delay.  At  all.  events 
he  was  desirous  of  entering  upon  some  ea  <• 
planation  of  the  modification  of  the  noble 
lord's  plan,  which  he  had  of^red  the  otlier 
day,  as  he  was  aware  that  irom  the  shoit 
time  allowed  him  for  consideration,  thera 
might  be  some  objectionable  pomts  in  it. 
What  he  had  offered  was  merely  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  noble  lord's  plan,  and  he  pre- 
sented it  only  with  a  view  to  relieve  the  noble 
lord  from  the  embarrassment  to  which  he 
must  otherwise  be  exposed.  He,  however. 
felt  tliat  an  explanation  was  the  more  m> 
cessaiy,  because  though  from  this  it  should 
appear  that  this  modificatiou  was  more 
objectionable  than  was  at  first  appreheud<r^ 
ed,  yet  the  noble  lord  in  pointing  out  the 
defects  of  this,  would  ^ve  an  illustration  of' 
the  defects  of  his  own  plan,  and  combat  his 
own  proposition  rather  than  prove  the  exr  ' 
pediency  of  the  modification.  He  wished 
therefore  that  his  modification  should  bf 
cleaily  understood,  though  it  would  not 
give  relief  to  tlie  extent  which  be  at  first 
supposed.    Hi^  lordship  then  a,ckjiowledg^ 
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cd  that  liui«soliitkmteted  a  smaller  dnrge  I  Mryth^  H  supposed.    Bui  die  ebjeetioa 


tHan  would  really  be  neeesaaiy.    Itslated. 
that  in  the  ninth  year  a  loan  of  between 
ftmr  and  live  millions  woald  be  necessary 
to  be  charged  on  the  consolidated  fmidL 
But  he  had  not  noticed  the  progressive 
iirnis,  and  coiisequontty   the  progressive 
charges  on  the  consolidated  fund.    It  was  in 
fiict'necessary  to  provide,  not  only  for  the 
sum  advanced  but  also  for  the  sum  staken 
from  theconsolidated  fund,  and  that  thus  for 
9  years  taxes  to  the  amount  of  6,019)0001. 
would  he  requisite  at  the  dose  of  the  ninth 
year.  The  two  grounds  on  which  he  wished 
to  modify  the  noble  lonfs  plan,  were  these: 
Ist  To  relieve  him  fromthenec^sityof  mort- 
gaging the  war  taxes ;  if  his  modification 
did  not  do  that,  it  did  notiiing ;  2dly,  To 
Brait  the  amount  of  the  loans  within  the 
year»  and  consequaotly  the  charge.    By  the 
BoUe  lord's  plan,  the  loans  would  rise  from 
12  to  3^  millioB^  and  what  he  wanted  was 
to  relieve  the  mariiet  from  the  dangerous 
effects  that  would  result  from  the  borrow- 
ibg  (^soch  an  end^noussumas  32  millions 
within  the  year.    Hb  modification  was  ex- 
pensive for  the  present,  but,  if  acted  upon, 
it  would  come  to  this,  that  at  the  end  of 
nine  years,  you  would  have  an  alternative 
of  actmg  according  to  circumstances  for  the 
next  eleven  years.    If  the  war  eonthraes 
for  the  whole  twenty  years,  then  he  admit- 
.  ted  that  it  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
additional  loans,  and  an  additicm  to  the  per- 
niantot  taxes.    But  if  peaee  should  be 
inade  on  or  before  the  9»h  year,  then  dO 
pew  taxes  woidd  be  required  in  addition 
to  those  which  the  noble  lord  proposed,  for 
the  excesses  of  the  sinking  fund  would  be 
disposable  for  the  loan  of  the  preceding 
year.    But  supposing  the  case  of  war,  then 
3  millions  must  be  raised  to  be  distributed 
over  a  period  of  6  yearsj  and  the  balance 
^  &vpur  of  hb  plan,  even  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  twenty  years  war,  would  be  the  dif- 
ference  between  6  millions  and  21  millions 
pledged*    He  objected  to  the  system  of 
double  loans ;  j^rst  a  loan,  then  the  interest, 
.  and  next  a  loan  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
mterest.    But  if  tl^b  plan  was  to  be  acted 
00,  then  it  ought  to  fi^e  fpr  a  period  as  short 
as  possible,  and  he  thought  it  should  lie 
confined  to  9  years^  instead  of  20.    What- 
ever embarrassment  tlieige  might  bie  in  the 
modification,  it  arose  out  ojf  ^he  noble 
]|ord's  p(wn  complicated  system^ '  7[1ie  s|Hrit, 
therefore,  of  hb  8th  respluttoii  was  still 
jij»t,  though  greater  loa^s  voided,  b^Qtcca- 


did  not  at  all  attach  to  the  9tti  resehitioB. 
Hb  modification  wMid  sfill  leKeve  the 
noble  lord  from  the  mortgage  (^  the  vray 
taxes,  and  firms  hb  loans  ^  52  mittienfl. 
Whatever  advuiiage  the  mkAt  lord  wouht 
derive  from  hb  incrdhsed  sinkuig  fund,  yet 
that  would  not  counteibafamce  the  iiieonveni« 
ence  to  the  money  market.  ItwassnAcieiitly 
obvious  that  they  wished  for  no  vexatious  de* 
by;  he  had  exposed  hhnself  totheri^ofial* 
ling  into  mistakes,  from  hb  anxiety  that  the 
oudines  of  hb  view  of  the  sidiject  should  be 
l>efore  the  house  before  the  discussiea  of 
the  i^an.    Bi|t  yet  he  was  under  eonodera^ 
ble  embarrassment  from  not  having  Iveen 
able  to  obtain  fWmi  the  noble  h»d  ^  anb* 
sequent  tables,  which  were  wanting  to  east-. 
ble  hhn  to  complete  hb  own  view ;  thoogb 
he  admitted  tliat  thbdid  not  proceed  fittmi 
any  unwillmgness  in  the  neUe  lord  te  furt 
nbh  them.    But  certainly  the  embairass* 
ment  was  excessive,  to  be  called  upon,  witfa 
such  a  short  preparafion,  to  ded«e  upon  a 
phm  not  for  one  year,  but  for  20  years,  a 
cbcnmstance  'in  which  the  credit  of  parli^ 
ament  was  materially  involved.    The  noble 
lord  proposed  to  call  upon  the  house  to 
decide  upon  the  first  resiojation.    He  ad- 
mitted that  this  did  not  preclude  the  parit» 
ament  from  taking  up  the  suli^ect  again,  but 
it  wasunseendy  for  pariiament  to  be  placed 
in  such  a  situation,  that  it  must  adopt  a  |rfan 
for  20  years,  and  then  he  obliged,  like  chil- 
dren, to  revise  it  in  a  year  or  two.    This 
exereise  of  discretion  would  be  attended 
with  great  embarrassment  «md  loss  of  parlia«> 
mentary  character.     He  really  therefore 
wished  that  in  the  further  proceedings  on 
this  subject,  some  method  Rhould  be  agreed 
upon,  which  would  prevent  thb  embarrass* 
ment,  and  enable  parliament  to  d^icide  on 
a  full  view  of  the  subject.    For  thb  pur* 
pose,  two  courses  might  be  adopted.    The 
noble  lord  might  allow  it  to  lie  over  for 
some  time,  till  the  members  should  have 
had  full  time  to  consider  it  in  the  present 
session ;  or  if  that  sb^ld  not  be  agreed  to^ 
then  as  a  dernier  resort  he  would  propose 
that  the  noble  lord  shoi^  poly  act  upon  hb 
plan  for  one  year,  and  leave  partiament 
free  to  investigate  it  in  the  intenral  between 
thb  and  the  next  sessions.    It  wasi,  so  em- 
barnisshig  and  difficult,  ^t  the  R^M^  lord,^ 
or  hb  successor,  must  desbt  from  &e  exe- 
cution of  it.    Thb  was  hb  oinnion,  and  he 
hop^  the  loble  lord^w€raid  not  press  it  into, 
a  comiaitt^  at  prfsent^  w^  hesHi^.  kapn: 
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tbat  fMirliaiiieiit  was  so  little  prepared  to 
eater  upon  the  consideralioo  of  the  pku^ 
The  accounts  which  he  had  called  for  would 
aoou  be  before  the  house,  and  then  the 
noble  lord  might  proceed  in  the  present 
•ie8sion»  but  new  it  was  merely  a  question  of 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the  miuiatersj  and 
aubmission  on  the  part  of  the  house.    He 
hoped  the  noble  lord  would  not  proceed 
with  this  intended  plan  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment    This  improper  haste  would  be 
attended  with  greftf  mischief,  and  in  the  en^ 
prove  hq^hly  derogatory  to  the  character 
of  parlira«nt.    He  concluded  by  moving, 
that  the  consideration  of  his  Resolutions 
^uld  be  postponed  to  that  day  se  nnight 
Loid  Henry  Petty  did  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  enter  upon  that  part  of  the  uoble 
lord^s  speech,  which  contained  his  amended 
statement   He  certainly  would  not  object  to 
any  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  noble 
lord's  reaolutioos^  only,  he  must  observe, 
that  they  must  come  under  review  in  dis- 
cussmg  the  present  plan.    He  wished  only 
to  say  a  few  words  with  respect  to  the  de- 
lay solicited  liy  the  noble  lord.    He  deni^ 
ttiat  thi9'  was  a  question  of  confidence  on 
the  one  part,  and  submission  on  the  other. 
Mmisters  wished  to  adopt  the  plan,  not 
•from  a  vain  confidence  in  themselves,  bnt 
upon  a  fill!  and  deliberate  investigation  by 

Crliament  It  would  be  recollected  that 
had.  first  moved  the  resolutions  two  or 
three  weeks  ago,  that  a  fortnight  was  allow- 
ed to  consider  them,  that  this  period  ended 
last  Wednesday,  and  that  it  was  only  on 
that  day  that  tiie  proposal  was  made  for 
^ing  into  the  committee.  All  he  asked 
now  was,  to  vote  them  in  the  committee: 
the  report  would  come  up  next  Wednesday, 
and  they  might  then  be  further  considered 
and  discussed.  They  imght  also  be  discus- 
fed  in  the  different  stages  of  the  bill,  which 
it  was  desirable  to  cany  forward  with  all 
reasonable  dispatch,  that  ministers  might 

Kiceed  to  the  general  financial  plan, 
is  dispatch  was  not  required  firom  any 
^iiflkulties  arismg  ivom  the  want  of  an  im- 
mediate supply,  but  because  it  was  de«ra- 
ble  to  proceed  to  contract  for  the  loan  as 
looD  Stf  possible. — ^The  motion  of  lord 
Gftstlereagh  for  the  postponement  of  his 
mm  resolutions  was  then  agreed  to. 

Lord  Henry  Petfy  moved  that  the  House 
ibonld  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  to 
consider  farther  of  the  Fuiances  of  the 
Country,  which  was  agreed  to.  On  the 
fnotian  fiir  the  ^pei^r's  leaving  the 
chair. 


Mr.  Long  rose.    The  noble  lord, 
observed,  must  recollect  that  he  had  to 
the  house  that  various  tables  were  to  i 
distfibuted,  in  o|rder  to  enable  thiA  house 
acquire  a  full  and  complete  view  of  1 
plan.    Gentlemeu  had  had  them  but  for 
short  time,  and.  he  submitted  to  the  nob 
lord's  candour,  whether  it  was  possible  eve 
for  those  who  were  coovermnt  with  sul^ec 
of  this  nature,  to  make  themselves  mastei 
of  it  within  a  period  so  limited.    It  woul 
certainly  give  more  satisfaction  if  the  cons 
deration   sliould  be  postponed  tor  a  lei 
days.     However  as  the  house  was  calle 
upoti  to  discuss  the  noble  lord's  plan,  ii 
would  now  offer  tlie  few  observations  tb^ 
at  present  occurred  to  him. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  observed,  4hat  th 
right  honourable  g^nUeman  had  belter  slat* 
these  in  the  committee* 

Mr.  Lang  replied,  that  he  thought  i 
more  regular  to  proceed  now,  as  his  d»jec 
tion  went  rather  to  the  princi|4e  of  the  phii 
than  to  the  detail.    He  observed,  however 
in  continuation,.that  he  did  not  object  eves 
to  the  principle  to  a  certaui  extents  Itmigk 
possibly  be  a  fatal  error  to  adhere  to« 
pertinaciQUsly  to  the  present  plan  of  tax- 
ation, and  though  he  thought  that  the  noble 
lord's  plan  was  carried  to  too  great  an  ex 
tent,  yet  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  difiicul- 
ties  attending  his  situation.    He  did  not, 
however,  consider  the  difficulty  which  the 
noble  lord  found  last  session,  in  finding  out 
proper  objects  of  taxation,  as  a  proof  that 
new  taxes  could  not  be  raised.    But  hit 
fully  admitted  that  it  was  highly  expedient 
to  impose  no  new  taxes,  for  the  present,  if 
it  could  be  avoided.    This  was  his  opinion,  | 
and  it  was  sanctioned  by  tliat  of  the  noble  1 
lord's  predecessor.   New  taxes  to  any  great 
extent  would  occasion  a  very  heavy  pressuK 
on  the  people  at  present    Then  what  other  I 
resources  were  there  ?    There  were  two, 
namely,  the  war  taxes  and  thd  sinking  fund. 
Hb  noble  friencl  (Castlereagh)  ob^ted  to 
the  plan  of  compound  loans.    But  whether 
the  borrowing  was  from  the  consolidated 
fund  or  the  war  taxes,  there  must  be  sup- 
plementary loans.    To  a  certain  extent* 
therefore,  he  saw  no  objection  to  borrow- 
ing from  the  war  taxes.    But  he  must  object 
to  the  system  Q||iledging  the  whole  of  the 
war  taxes,  independent  of  the  property  tax» 
and  at  last  the  property  tax  abo.    The 
noble  lord  ought  to  4ionrow  only  on  such 
as  might  be  supposed  to  yield  their  fullest 
amount  in  time  of  peace.    He  might  con- 
tinue the  war  for  five  years,  by  boiruvving 
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on  this  portico  of  iRc  war  taxes.    The  sum 
of  11  millions  niijjlit  be  aniiually  borrowed 
in  tliisway,-or  13  willioiis,  if  necessary, 
and  for  those  sums  the  permanently  pro- 
^active  war  taxes;  with  the  expirtnp  annui- 
ties, would  afford  an  ample  provision  for 
five  years.    He  thought  the  war  taxes  ought 
toot  to  be  pledged  to  a  greater  anioinit,  as 
it  was  contrary  to  the  policy  of  this  coun- 
try.   Tlic  convoy  tax,  for  instance,  could 
not  properly  continue  beyond  the  duration 
«f  the  war.    The  taxes  on  tea  and  spirits 
also  would  certainly  be  diminished  in  their 
«n<Hmt  during  peace.     Could  the  noble 
IokI  possibly  expect  that  these  would  al- 
ways yield  their  present  amount  ?  He  surely 
could  not,  and  yet  this  plan  took  the  whole 
€>f  these  taxes'  at  their  highest  amount. 
The  noble  lord  might  so  manage  as  to  in- 
crease the  amount  of  the  war  taxes,  when 
the  loans  nrasl  be  procured  on  disadvanta- 
geous terms,  and  diminish  their  amount 
when  the  loans  could  be  contracted  for  on 
easy  terms.     He  ought  to  recollect  the  na- 
ture of  his  system  of  ways  and  means.     He 
ought  to  consicter  -the  furious  objections 
made  to  the  property  tax,  which  was  called 
■  system  not  of  taxation,  but  of  confisca- 
tion.    He  ought  tlierefore  to  pause  before 
be  pledged  this  and  other  taxes.— But  if 
lie  bad  great  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
pledging  the  war  taxes  to  the  full  extent 
proposed  by  the  noble  lord,  he  had  still 
stronger    doubts  respeclmg  the  data  on 
which  the  plan  was  founded.    The  noWe 
lord  supposed  that  tlie  war  expences  would 
liot  exceed  32  millions  annually  during  the 
whole  period.     He  could   tiot  reasonably 
conclude  that  tliere  was  any  probability  that 
this  would  be  the  case.     He  ought  to  have 
taken  into  account  the  subsidies  that  might 
be  wanted,  and  the  depreciation  of  money 
which  must  take  place  in  the  course  of  that 
time.     It  was  true  tliat  the  noble  lord  had 
stated,  that  for  subsidies  a  distinct  provision 
must  be  made,  but  at  the  same  time  they 
ought  ratlier  to  have  been  taken  mto  the 
general  account  of  expenditure,  as  it  was 
unusual  to  provide  for  subsidies  distinctly 
by  that  name.    The  right  hon.  gent,  then 
stated  hib  objection  to  the  system  of  the  ac- 
cumulation of  the  sinking  fund,  and  provid- 
ing for  the  loans  at  5  per  cent,  instead  of 
one  per  cent  according  to  the  old  plan, 
as  it  ailbrdcd  an  undue  advantage  to  the 
^ockholder,  at  the  expence  of  the  public. 
He  bad  great  objections  to  the  plan  of  ac- 
cumuiatiou  adopted  in  1 802f    It  never  was 


the  object  of  the  original  proposer  of  the 
sinking  fund  that  it  should  be  allowed  to 
accumulate  so  as  to  extinguish  the  debt. 
The  intention  was  pHncipsdly  to  keep  down 
the  debt,  so  as  to  prevent  it  from  becoming 
inc<mvenieot  to  the  public.     For  the  proof 
of  this  it  was  only  necessary  to  look  at  the 
plan  of  1 7  86.    The  maxhnum  of  4  millions 
was  then  established,  and  after  the  fund 
had  attained  to  this,  then  the  interest  was 
to  be  at  the  disposal  of  partiaraent ;  sa  from 
the  year  1808,  2()0,0()0/.  of  taxes  nnghtbe 
taken  off  annually,  or  applied  to  other  pur- 
poses, as  the  case*  might  be.    But  the  noble 
viscount  who  was  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer in    1809,  altered  this  plan,  and  un- 
doubtedly tlien  had  the  full  assent  of  a 
right  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Pitt)  now  no 
more.    No  one  was  more  ready  to  submit 
to  the  superior  judgment  of  bis  right  hon. 
friend  alluded  to  than  he  was,  and  especially 
on  a  matter  of  this  sort,  l>ut  still  he  felt 
great  objections  to  the  plan  then  adopted,, 
and  since  that  time  he  certainly  had   seen 
no  reason  to  alter  his  opinion. — But  he  did 
opt  object  to  the  borrowing  from  the  war 
taxes,  if  this  should  beconhned  to  5  yeara. 
The  noble  lord  imposed  no  new  taxes  for 
the  first  3  years.     He  highly  approved  of 
that,  not  merely  on  account  of  the  relief 
which  it  afforded  to  the  people,  but  also 
because,  it  rested  upon  principles  of  sound 
policy.     For  by  this  means  taxation-  might 
be  bad  recourse  to  with  greater  vigour  af- 
terwards  if  this  should  be  necessary,  and 
besides,  this  circumstance  would  have  the 
best  effects  upon  the  i^rmauent  taxes.     If, 
therefore,  the  fieriod  had  been  confined  to 
five  years,  he  could  have  had  no  objection 
to  the  plan.    The  noble  lord  might  have, 
in  the  mean  time,  observed  the  progress  of 
the  sinking  fiind,  of  the  war  taxes,  and  of 
the  permanent  taxes,  and  borrowed  upon 
these  as  he  sliould  find  it  expedient.    But 
to  take  a  period  of  twenty  years,  and  to 
proceed  upon  tlic  supposition  tliat  thirty- 
two  millions  only  would  be  required  for  the 
war  expenditure,  wasfb  legislate  on  grounds 
the  most  uncertain  and  erroneous  that  coukl 
possibly  be  conceived. 

Mr.  Ticrney  rose.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
who  had  just  sat  down,  objected  to  the 
period  of  20  years,  and  thought  that  the 
fittest  stage  to  slop  at  was  5  year*.  But 
his  reasoning  proceeded  on  erroneous 
grounds,  when  he  supposed  that  this  plan 
was  intended  to  legislate  to  2^  years.  It 
did  no  such  tUng.    It  merely  hdd  out 


Digitized  .by  VjOOQIC 


«0l}  PARL.  tolEBATES/Fitfi.  l6,aS0r.~JVirt»P/an  ofKiifl^^  [»0« 


what  might  be  done,  in  20  yearsi  ofertain 
data  beuig  allowed.  It  did  nothing  what- 
ever to  tie  up.  ti)e  iiands  of  the  house,  or 
to  prevent  them  from  adopting  such  s^l- 
terali^r.is  as  circumstances  niight  render 
necessary.  It  was  no  disadvantage  to  argue 
\vilh  a  view  to  a  period  of  20  years,  as  the 
argument  was  not  to  be  conclusive  or  find- 
ing; bU  to  satisfy  the  liouse  that  so  m\/ich 
might  be  done  in  twenty  years,  would  not 
prevent  them  from  exercising  their  dis- 
cretion afterwards.  The  right  bqn,  gent, 
agreed,  tliat  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
impose  new  taxes  at  present:  that  was  con- 
ceded by  the  noble  lord  near  hiiiiy '  and 
by  the  general  voice  of  the  country,  npt 
only  by  those  who  merely  wished,  to  be 
relieved  from  the  pressure  of  taxation,  but 
generally  by  those  who  looked  to  the 
policy  of  the  thing.  It  did  certainly  afford 
a  hope  that  recourse  might  be  had  with 
more  vigour  to  the  permanent  taxes,  and 
lie  was  glad  the  right  hod.  gent,  had  said 
so,  because  this  served  to  remove  the  ob- 
jection which  he  himself  had  made  with  re- 
spect to  the  amount  of  the  permanent 
taxes.  As  to  the  permanent  taxe^  he 
agreed  that  some  of  them  might  fall  short 
of  tiieir  present  amount,  but  this  was  no 
objection  whatever,  unless  the  plan  went  to 
cut  oif  the  power  and  the  me^us  of  im- 
posing taxes  hereatlter.  Now,  so  far  was 
tiie  plan  from  doing  this,  that  even  by 
the  rifflit  hon.  gent/s  own  confession,  it 
tended  to  render  the  sources  of  taxation 
more  productive.  The  plan  was  not  abso- 
lutely wedded  to  the  presoit  taxes.  Others 
ini»:ht  be  imposed,  if  there  should  be  a  de- 
ficiency.  The  wliole  proceeded  on  this, 
that  sucb  was  to  be  the  amount  of  loans 
if  the  war  continued  for  such  a  time. 
Where  the  taxes  proved  unproductive, 
others  must  be  provided  to  supply  their 
place,  and  according  to  the  right  hon. 
gent/s  own  shewing,  it  was  better  to  have 
recourse  to  taxes  f^erwards,  if  they  should 
be  wanted,  tiian  to  raise  them  at  present.— 
'The  next  point  that  called  for  observation 
was,  tbe  extent  to  which  tlie  war  taxes 
^ece  to  be  pledged.  The  righ^  hon.  geqt, 
agreed  thai  it  was  a'proper  thing  ta  pledge 
the  wfr  taxes,  bat  not  to  the  extent  pro 
posed,  ^ad  thought  that  it  was  improper  to 
bave  a  5  per  cent,  sinking  fwad,  instead  of 
one  per  cent,  as  formerly*  But  this  was 
•ntiraly  of  the  aatirm  of  a  barg^  with 
the  stockholf^r.  He  agre^  with  bis  r^ 
hon.  friend  that  tbe  smking  fund  was  not 
Vol.  VIII. 


originally  intended.solely  for  the  benefit  eif 
the  stockholder.  The  advantage  w^|i  giveil 
to  the  stockholder;  but  the  fund  was  prin^' 
cipally  intended  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  pub- 
Ija  1  JHe  thought  the  measure- of  1802  an 
iQip(oper  one,  and  he  and  another  were 
the  pnly  persons  who  spoke  openly  against 
it  on  .Miat  occasion;  and  contended  that 
the  .allowing  of  the  sinking  fund  to  accu* 
mulate  wouldbe  inconvenient  to  the  eountry* 
Tiieiii  what  was  the  remedy?  The  noble 
lord  had  chosen  the* proper  medium  by- 
his  plan.  He  had  given  the  stockholder 
the  benefit  of  the  5  per  cent,  instead  of  one* 
per  cent,  at  presenti  with  a  view  to  the 
great  loans  that  might  be  necessary  after- 
wards^ so  that  the  ^wliole  was  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  country,  which  was  the  great  ob-  ^ 
ject  of  the  smking  fund.  It  was  intended 
to  &ci]itate  the  loans,  the  immediate  in- 
crease of  the  sinking  fund.  That  was  the 
reasou  why  so  large  a  per  centage  was 
allowed  at  first — Why,  then,  the  right  bon«. 
gent,  talked  about  the  improbability  of  the 
war  expenditure  being  confined  to  32  mil-' 
lions.  But  his  nobk  friend  had  not  pledged 
himself  that  this  alone  should  be  the 
amount  of  the  expenditure.  Hb  object 
was  to  shew,  that  supposing  the  vi^ar  ex- 
penditure should  not  exceed  the  enormous 
sum  of  32  millions,  still  the  war  might  be 
continued  for  so  long  a  time  without  any 
additional  taxes.  Thb  was  a  circumstance 
which  must  occasion  astonishment  in  every 
one,  and  must  excite  amazement  from  one 
end  of  Europe  to  the.  other.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  might  s^,  that  an  additional 
sum  would  be  wanted ;  why-,  then»  loans 
must  be  provided  to  answer  that.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  then  advert* 
ed  to  the  subsidies,  and  said  that  these  bad 
not  been  usually  provided  for  distinctly  as 
subsidies,  but  bad  been  included  in  the 
loans.  But  be  had  never  heard  of  a  loaa 
where  the  object  of  subsidies  was  concealed. 
They  #ere  generally,  provided  foi*  distinctly 
by  way  of  loan,  or  by  a  vote  of  credits 
which  was  understoofl  to  apply  to  unfore- 
seen expences.  The  plan  took  the  basis  of 
32  milliottSy  because  some  basis  must  be 
adopted.  Any  one  might  take  34  millions 
:  if  he  pkttsed,  and  calctUate  the  advantages 
of  the  plan  upon  that.  He  would  only 
hate  to  make  Uie  requisite  allowances/  and 
that  w«s  aU  the  difference.  But  in  the. 
mean  time  it  was  a  good  thing  when  32  miU 
Uons  codM  be  produced,  and  the  onljr 
question  was,  whether  this  was  the  best 
3P 
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inode  of  managing  that  sum.  There  was 
no  doubt  as  to  the  stmi  l>eing  produced. 
That  being  the  present  sum  requisite  forUie 
war  expences,  and  that  sum  being  pro^ 
duced,  this  plan  proceeded  upon  the  sup- 
position that  ihirT^-lwo  millions  would  be 
the  amount  of  the  war  expenditure.  As  to 
the  depreciation  of  money,  he  (lid  not  very 
Well  understand  what  the  ri:j;lit  hon.  gent, 
meant  by  that  argument,  for,  if  there  ivas 
any  mode  better  than  another  to  prevent 
the  deprecidtioii  of  mnney,  it  was  to  prevent 
any  additional  taxation.  It  was  curious 
then  to  have  this  thrown  in  the  teeth  of 
those  who  were  doing  that  which  of  atl 
other  things  tended  most  to  prevent  the 
depreciation  which  was  apprehended.  That 
this  depreciation  might  take  place,  however, 
to  a  certain  extent,  was  not  at  all  unlikely; 
bnt  it  was  one  of  the  ad^'antages  of  this 
plan  that  it  confined  it  within  proper 
bounds.  This  was  all  that  was  necessary 
in  reply  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  as  he  had 
not  entered  into  the  details  of  the  plan. 
^is  objections,  therefore,  to  the  principle 
appeared  to  be  ill-founded* — ^The  house 
then  went  into  a  committee. 

Mr.  Rase  addressed  the  Committee  near- 
ly as  follows: — I  am  aware  of  the  disadvan- 
tage under  which  any  one  roust  rise  in  this 
committee,  to  make  observations  at  all  un- 
favourable to  a  p!an  which  holds  out  to  the 
country  a  certain  prospect  of  not  being 
suhjecled  to  taxes  for  3  years  to  come ; 
and  that  for  a  considerable  period,  such 
as  shall  be  necessary  will  be  to  no 
considerable  amount.  Objections,  how- 
ever, of  so  serious  anc^  important  a  nature 
press  upon  my  mind  upon  the  subject 
tliat  unless  they  shall  be  removed  by  the 
noble  lord,  tiiey  will  compel  me,  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duty  as  a  member  of  par- 
liament, to  resist  at  least  the  immediate 
adoption  of  it,  especially  on  the  basis  pro- 
posed ;  under  a  persuasion  that  if,  contrary 
to  the  present  impression  on  my  niind,  the 
^heme  shall  be  found  to  be  a  good  one, 
other  means  than  those  proposed  must  be 
devised  for  carrying  it  into  effect.  High 
eulogiums  were  bestowed  by  the  noble  lord 
in  the  course  of  his  opej^ng  Speech,  on  the 
system  of  the  Sinking  Fund.,  and  on  the  one 
for  raising  large  sums  within  the  year,  tO' 
wards  carrying  on  the  war;  and  great  praise 
was  very  liberally  given  to  the  incompara- 
ble man  (Mr.  Pitt)  whom  thb  Country  and 
the  world  have  had  the  misfortune  to  lose, 
fer  having  establislied  those'  sjjkemi,    I 


natui-ally  expected,  therefore,  to  hear  some 
proposal  siniilar  in  principle  to  those:  the 
Resolution,  however,  under  our  considera- 
tion is  the  converse  of  that  principle,  as  it 
not  only  has  a  direct  tendency  to  interrupt 
the  progress  of  the  old  Sinking  fond,  in 
paying  of  the  present  debt,  bnt  anticipates 
our  resources  instead  of  providing  new  ones. 
The  truth  is,  which  cannot  be  concealed, 
that  instead  of  following  up  the  principle 
established  and  acted  upon  by  my  late  right 
hon.  friend,  of  increasing  the  sinking  fund, 
and  diminishing  the  debt,  ft  is  proposed  to 
ns  to  adopt  one,  whirh  in  the  course  of  its 
operation,  will  have  the  cffecl  of  jdimikiish- 
ii'.g  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  increasing  to  an 
in*mrnse  amount  the  caj»ital  of  the  debt.. 
Any  wise  and  practicable  plan  that  could  be 
devised  for  avoifiinjr,  as  far  as  may  be  pru- 
dent, the  imposition  of  taxes,  arising  out  of 
the  systems  alluded  to,  must  be  received 
with  us  much  partiality  by  me  os  by  any 
member  in  this  hoiise,  considering  who  was 
the  author  of  those ;  but  nothing  can  lead 
me  to  approve  of  any  diversion  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  from  the  purposes  to  which  it  is 
now  applidable  by  la\i,  without  all  the  con- 
sequences of  that  having  been  previously 
and  most  attentively  weighed.  I  was 
averse  to  the  departure  from  it  in  1 805, 
foreseing  the  danger  of  a  further  deviation ; 
and  it  was  with  reluclance  that  Mr.  Pitt 
gave  hb  consent  to  it,  as  is  well  known  to 
others  as  well  as  to  myself.  The  authors  of 
the  present  scheme  admit,  as  they  must  do, 
"  that  they  take  in  aid  certain  excesses  to 
accrue  from  the  present  Sinking  Fund." 
A  Inch  is  explained  by  a  statement,  that  it 
is  meant  the  application  of  the  old  Sinking 
Fund  shall  cease  when  it  shall  be  equal  to, 
the  interest  of  the  present  debt;  by  which 
I  take  it  for  granted  is  meant,  the  amount 
of  the  debt  at  the  time  when  the  income 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  shall  be  equal  to  the 
interest  of  the  debt,.and  not  ti>  the  amount 
of  tlie  interest  of  tlfe  debt  at  this  time.  It 
is  true  tbat  when  Mr.  Pitt  established  thf 
Sinking  Fund,  it  was  limited  to  4,000,()p0/. 
and  the  surplus  was  to  be  at  the  disposal 
of  parliament;  but  if  that  had  not  been  ai- . 
tcred  in  1 802,  to  compensate'  for  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  having  bcfen  provided  by  Mrl  Ad- 
dington,  for  86,000,000/.  of  capital  then 
funded,  there  can  be  no  doobt  bnt  that  the 
surplus  above  the  4/OOO,000f.  and  the  an^ 
nm'ties  al  they  shall  fall  in,  wonkl  have  been' 
left  to  thef  aid  of  the  Fund.  I  must  at  the 
same  time,  do  Mr.  Addington  the  justidb'tf 
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say,  that,  so  far  from  shrinking  from  pror 
posing  taxes,  he  made  an  aaditiou  to  them 
considerably  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
interest  of  the  debt  createil ;  and  that,  bv 
tile  alteration  then  made,  the  ultimate  H- 
quidalion  of  the  debt  is  somewhat  accele- 
rated.— I  wish,  lioweyer,.  not  to  be  under- 
stood to  express  an  opinion,  that  in  uo  pos- 
sible case  should  there  be  a  diversion  of 
any  part  of  the  Sinking  Fund  : — great  ex- 
pectation has  been  held,  out  to  the  pubhc 
(whether  prudently  or  not  is,  perhaps,  not 
worth  enquiring  about). of  an  exempti9n 
from  taxes.  I  am  aware  too,  that  many 
gentlemen  may  think  v.e  have  done  enough 
for  posterity,  and  that  we  should  now  con- 
sider of  somfe  relief  for  those  who  have 
already  made  great  sacrifices,  and  have 
cheerfully  submitted  to  heavy  pressures; 
but  even  if  the  committee  shall  be  of  that 
opinion,  I  shall  still  contend  that  the  mode 
proposed  for  affording  that  relief  would, 
in  its  consequences,  be  most  mischievous. 
{  mn  an?tious,^  therefore,  before  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer is  adopted,  that  sutHcient  time  sliould 
be  allowed  to  consider  whether  any  other 
^Q  be  suggested,  which,  although  it  may 
not  afford  sdl  the  relief  we  have  been  led 
to  e^ect,  may  at  least,  avoid  the  danger's  I 
am  about  to  point  out«  and  be  free  from 
most  of  the  objections  I  am  about  to  state. 
In  the  view,  of  the  subject  I  am  now  taking, 
t  fprbear  to  enter  on  detailed  observations 
upon  the  .  tables  ou  which  the  calculations 
are  made ;  the  most  superficial  inspection, 
however,  of  the  one  marked  N.  (See  Ap- 
pendix) would  satisfy  any  one  of  the  danger 
of  the  plan  being  adopted  without  further 
investigation,  which  would  have  been  still 
more  apparent  if  that  table  had  been  conti- 
uued  a  few  years  more.  '  The  noble  lord 
Kcms  to  have  fallen  into  th]\;e  considerable 
errors  respecting  his  plan;  and  to  have  given 
no  weight  whatever  to  the  important  consi- 
deration of  what  provision  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  make  for  our  peace  establishment 
although  he  mentions  it.  I  allude  Jst,  to 
the  assumption  that  each  loan  will  be  paid 
off  io  14  years,  by  its  accompanymg  Sinking 
Fund  at  5  per  cent.  2d.  That  the  War 
Taxes  will  t>e  sufficiently  productive  in  peace 
to  4io  what  is  required  of  them.  3d.  That 
our  War  Expences  will  be  kept  so  low  as 
38,000,00(>/.  As  to  the  first,  the  noble  lord 
proceeds  on  an  expectation  that  the  3  per 
cents  will  be  stationary ,  at  60/.  without 
•onsidering  that  the  sums  so  raised  may,  and 


in  all  probability  will  be  paid  off  witli  the 
.same  slock  at  81)/.  <;()/.  or  at  par.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  redemption 
of  the  debt  is  much  more  likely  t6  be  re- 
tardied  by  such  rise,  than  it  is  to  be  accele- 
rated by  future  loans  being  made  at  a  lower 
rate  of  interest,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased value  of  thesto<:k.  These  objec- 
tions  struck  me  very  forcibly  on  the  noble 
lord  opening  his  plan,  as  I  observed  to  a 
learned  friend  near  me ;  and  on  the  best 
and  n^ost  mature  reflection  I  have  $iucc  been 
able  to  bestow  on  the  subject,  I  am  strongly 
confirmed  in  them,  I  cannot  express  my- 
self too  strongly  respe^'tiug  a  continuance 
of  the  part  of  the  War  Taxes!  have  alliided 
to  for  an  indefinite  term,  according  as  the 
price  of  stocks  may  be,  under  a  firm  and 
clear  conviction  founded  on .  experience, 
that  witji  the  exception  of  those  on  goods 
and  shipping,  and  on  malt,  (to  which  I  have 
objeclious  of.  a  different  nature)  the  t^xes 
at  their  preseht  rates  would  so  lessen  the 
lawful  consumption  of  most  of  the'  articles 
on. which  they  are  levied,  as  to  reduce  the 
old  duties  on  the  same  to  at  least  as  great 
an  extent  as  the  amount  of  the  War  Taxes ; 
if  I  am  right  in  that,  the  revenue  would  of 
course  profit  nothing  by  a  continuation  of 
the  latter,  but  would jtrobably  su^ain  a  loss, 
— ^Tea— the  war  duty  on  which  produces 
nearly  2,000,000/.  When  Mr.  Pitt  came 
into  office,  the  duties,  according  to  the  rate 
and  to  the  value,  were  about  85/.  per  cent, 
on  the  value..  The  legal  consumption  was 
then  4,3 1 0,000  pounds  on  an  average  of  ten 
years,  which  much  exceeds  former  accompts. 
The  duty  was  lowered  in '1784,  to  12/.  lOs. 
on  the  value,  and  gradually  raised  in  Mr. 
Pitt's  tiinc  to  40/.  per  cent,  ou  the  higher 
priced  teas,  under  which  the  consumption  got 
up  to  an  average  in  the  ten  years  to  1  «()6,  to. 
about  20,000,000 lbs.:  here  then  is  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  1 .0^000,000  lbs.  Suppo- 
sing the  average  value  of  tlie  tta  soki  by  the 
Company  to  be  4s.  a  pound,  the  duty,  which 
is  now  9o/.  per  cent,  including  the  War 
Tax  of  .45/.  on  the  present  consumption, 
would  be  about  3,800,000/. ;  if  that  very 
high  amount  should  reduce  the  consump- 
tion in  peace  to'  any  thing  like  what  it  was 
l>efore  the  Commutation  Act,  it  was  evident 
the  revenue  would  sustain  a  loss  by  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  War  Tax*  There  are  mdecd 
other  considerations  respecting  this  duty, 
deeply  affecting  our  manufactures  and  na- 
vigation, as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  East 
India  Company;  tlie  Custom-bouse  value 
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onW  of  British  manufactures  exported  to 
China  from  1773  to  1784,  was  1 10,000/. 
which  from  1785  to  1805  was  on  the 
average  6SO,0()0/.  and  on  the  average  of 
the  last  tive  years  more  than  1,00(J,00()/. 
And  the  shipping'  from  Qiina,  which 
from  1774  to  1784  was  only  5956  tons, 
increased  to  an  average  of  1 8,555  tons. 
— Of  Tobacco  I  shall  only  observe  tliat 
the  war  tax  of  6d.  a  lb.  will  afford  great 
encouragement  to  the  smuggler  iu  peiice; 
the  consumption  of  which  has  been  nearly 
doubled  since  J786.— Rum— When  Mr. 
Pitt  came  into  office,  the  duty  was  6s.  6d. 
a  gallon,  which  in  1784  was  lowered  to 
4s.  Sd.  aud  that  not  succeeding,  it  was  far- 
ther reduced  tu  1786  to  4s.  The  legal 
consumption  then  was  842,C00  gallons,  and 
on  on  average  of  ten  years  i  ,34^2,000  gal- 
lons, but  got  up  on  an  average  of  ten  years 
to  1806,  to  2,441, (H)0  gdllons.  Tk^  duty 
IS  now  1 1 8.  0|d.  of  which  38.  5id.  is  a  War 
T^ix,  leaving 6s.  lid.  permanent. — Brandy 
—When  Mr.  Pitt  came  into  office  the  dutv 
was  9s.  6|d.  a  gallon,  which  was  reduced  in 
1807,  to  5s.;  the  consumption  then  was 
754,000  gallons,  and  on  an  average  often 
years  6 1 1,965  gallons,  but  increased  to  an 
average  of  1,580,000  gttUons,on  the  average 
of  ten  years  to  1 806.  The  duty  is  now 
13s.  84d.  of  which  48.  2|d  is  a  War  Tax, 
leaving  &s.  5d.  permanent.'  If  therefore 
the  War  Tuxes  on  these  two  articles  should 
be  allowed  to  expire  with  the  war,  the  re- 
maining duty  on  the  former  would  be  some- 
thing higher  than  when  the  cQpsumplion 
was  the  lowest,  and  on  the  latter  would  be 
within  1  s.  a  gallon.  It  is  therefore  clear, 
whbout  going  into  a  minute  calculation,  that 
in  both  rum  and  brandy  the  »evemie  would 
lose  considerably  by  a  continuation  of  the 
War  Tax  in  peace,  if  the  consumption 
should  be  reduced  to  any  thing  like  what 
il  was  previous  to  the  reduction  of  the  duties. 
It  was  indeed  frequently  urged  to  Mr.  Pitt 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  continue  the 
whole  of  the  permanent  duty  in  peace,  and 
be  always  admitted  the  possibility  of  its 
being  found  necessary  to  reduce  even  that.-*- 
British  Spirits — Another  productive  article, 
tlie  duty  on  which  has  always  borne  a  pro- 
portion to  that  on  foreign  spirits,  would 
necessarily  be  given  up  if  the  War  Tax  on 
foreign  spirits  should  be  allowed  to  expire. 
— Goods  and  Wares— Under  thb  head,  by 
much  the  most  productive  article  is  sugar  ;~^ 
it  was  understood  the  merchants  and  plan- 
ters bad  assurances  the  duty  should  ex- 
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pire  with  the  war,  on  its  having  been  made 
evident  that  a  continuance  of  it  in  peace 
would  be  ruinous  to  them,  from  a  certainty 
that  the  price  of  the  article  uould,  as  ia 
former  instances,  fall  much  lower  tlnin  the 
saving  by  insurance  and  freight. — Cotton 
Wool,  as  a  raw  material,  is  a  manufactnre^ 
in  which  we  are  in  some  branches  rivalled 
on  the  Continent,*  cannot  certainly  bear  a 
tax  in  peace. — Wine-»-The  whole  duty  in 
this  article  is  permanent,  but  Mr,  Pitt  con- 
sidered the  last  20/.  a  ton  as  a  War  Tax; 
and  therefore,  did  not  apply  it  to  pay  the 
interest  of  any  Loan.  The  diity  before  the 
consolidation  in  1787,  was  47/.  5)«.  to  Lon- 
don— it  was  then  reduced  to  31/.  lOs. — • 
and  the  quantity  retained  far  consumption 
was  in  1786,  14,J}26  tons,  and  on  an' 
average  of  ten  years  13,9$2  tons;  rose  to- 
an  average  of  25,.%7\  tons  iu  tea  years,  to 
1 8f  6.'— ^iio6ds  and  Shipping-^!  come  next 
to  the  duty  which  is  likely,  beyond  all 
comparison,  to  l>e  attended 'with  the  most 
pernicious  and  extensive  consequences  on 
a  return  of  )>eace  to  our  revenue,  naviga- 
tion, conmierce,  and  manuikctures«  The 
efiects  which  must  inevitably  be  prodnced 
by  it  that  it  is  utterly  inconceiveable  to  me 
how  they  have  escaped  the  noble  lord; 
This  is  a  duty,  (a  most  productive  one  now) 
of  from  1/.  to  4/.  per  cetit.  oh  uil  British 
^goods  and  manufactures  exported,  accord- 
ing to  the  different  part^  of  the  world  ta 
which  they  were  sent  (except  cotton  goods)^ 
and  a  tonnage  duty  on  ships  from  6d,  to 
'38.  9,  ton,  varying  also  according  to  the 
different  parts  of  the  world  to  which  they 
shall  be  bound.  The  pledge  given  that  it 
should  not  be  continued  was  under  a  clear 
conviction  that  it  would  be  highly  iippoiitie 
to  do  so.  During  such  a  naval  war  as  the 
present,  while  we  luive  nearly  the  exclusive 
supply  of  foreigners  with  our  manufactures; 
no  considerahfe  risk  is  mcurred  by  the  du- 
ty, but  immediately  on  the  return  of  peace, 
other  countries  will  coiue,  as  -  we  weU 
know,  in  very  close  competition  with  us, 
and  the  same  with  respect  to  the  navigation, 
— In  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  wlraathe 
subject  of  political  economy  was  little  utlde^ 
stood,  a  duty  was  imposed  on  our  exports; 
but  so  early  as  the  reign  of  king  Wijham, 
the  duty  on  woollens  viras  taken  off,  and  in 
1 722  the  whole  were  repealed  [refer  to  th^ 
preambles  of  the  1 1th  and  ISth  W.  3d,  ch. 
20,  and  the  8th  Geo.  t.ch,  15,  reciting  the 
importance  of  taking  off  the  duties  to  the 
manufacturing  a'.:d  commercial  interests  eC 
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tbe  oouotry].  In  the  year  preceding  the 
general  repeal  in  17^2,  the  vaiue  of  our 
«xport9  from  Eogtand  was  4,$00,000/. 
which  was  the  average  of  the  four  years  pre- 
ceding. In  1 722,  Ihey  rose  to  5,2^3,000/. 
and  the  average  of  tbe  four  succeeding 
years  was  5,07(M><)0/.  The  value  is  now,  not 
kss  from  England,  than  22,0(X),O00/.  1  state 
from  England  only,  and  on  the  Custom- 
bouse  value,  because  we  have  no' accounts 
of  the  ex|)orts  from  Scotland  in  I  he  former 
period.  With  such  experience  before  us, 
if  danger  wer^  not  self  evident,  it  would 
surely  be  an  extraordinary  dereliction  of 
our  duty  if  we  shouhl  continue  this  impost 
in  tune  of  peace.  The  ship  owners  we 
know  are  already  alarmedi  and  have  taken 
measure  for  calling  the  attention  of  minis- 
ters,  or  parliament,  to  the  importance  of 
the  subject;  nor  can  it  be  doubted,  but 
that  the  manufacturers  in  almost  every 
branch,  as  well  as  the  merchants  who  ex- 
port the  goods,  will  do  the  same. — There  re- 
mains then  only  the  Malt  Duty;  tbe  pro- 
duce of  which  will  perhaps  not' be  elfected 
by  the  return  pf  peace:  but,  kt  me  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  this;  previously  to 
the  war  of  1793,  the  whole  duty  oo  the 
article  was  Is.  Sid,  a  bushel.  In  179 i,  » 
further  duty  of  3^.  was  imposed  (among 
other  articles)  to  continue  for  3  years  to 
pay  off  the  debt  of  3,000,000/.  incurred 
for  the  Spanish  armament,  but  it  was  so 
loudly  and  universally  complained  of,  and 
found  so  oppressive,  as  to  induce  a  repeal 
of  it  at  the  end  of  the  first  year.  Mr.  Ad- 
dingtou  added  U.  3^^.  a  bushel  permanent; 
and  the  war  duty  is  2s.  making  a  total  of 
4s.  Ad.  exceeding  the  doty  before  the  war 
by  3* — wlien  in  1792,  it  was  thought  34. 
was  oppressive.  Is  it  then  too  much,  to 
ask  of  the  committee  tp  pause  before  they 
decide  to  leave  such  a  pressure,  which 
bears  principally  on  tlie  middling  and  low- 
er dasses  of  society,  while  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  whole  of  the  Income  Tax,  by 
which  the  higher  orders  are  principally  at- 
fccted,  is  to  cease  on  a  peace  ?  it  would  be 
jair  at  least  to  let  the  lattar  share  the  bur- 
then; 1/.  percent,  on  that  would  be  about 
equal  to  half  the  Malt  Duty.->I  have  now 
gone  through  the  ]vvhole  of  tbe  WarTaxes; 
»nd  if  I  am  not  very  9iuch  deceived  myself 
on  the  sutyect,  \  must  hav9  coovioeed  the 
coiptiuttee  of  the  hx^>o|icy  of  eoatiouing  io 
peace  all  but  tbe  la^t,  and  Ihe  positive  in- 
justice of  that.    Tli»imblelonlaliit^vith 


exultatioD  that  the  permanent  taxes,  witic 
were  only  10/200.000/.  in-l7l>4.,  had  bee 
increased  to  32,000,()()0/:  in  1 8(^6 ;  it  w< 
natural  for  him  to  do  so,  and  I  am  rejoice 
he  has  dbcovered  that  the  resources  of  th 
country  are  not  in  tliat  dilapidated  stal 
they  were  represented  to  be  in  when  h 
colleagues  came  into  office :   The  merit 
of  my  late  right  hon.  friend  m  being  tb 
chief  instrument  to  bring  them  up  to  tlu^ 
sum,  will  appear  most  conspicuous  when 
is  adverted  to,  that  the  taxes  were  so  judi 
ciously  selected  as  to  admit  of  the  manu 
factures,  commerce,  and  navigation  of  th 
country,  i^early  keeping  pace  with  the  in 
crease  of  our  burthens,  instead  of  being  a 
all  depressed  by  them.     It  will  be  sufH 
cient  to  state  that  the  value  of  the  Britisl 
manufactures  exported  from  Great  Britaii 
in  that  year,  ending  January  1784,  wa 
1 0,409,000/, ;  and  in  1805,  was  25,004,000/ 
It  was  not  however  exclusively  by  the  im 
position  of  Taxes  that  Mr.  Fitl  improvec 
tbe  Revenue,  but  by  a  con:»tant  and  watch 
fui    care:    proposing  the    lowering  and 
raishig  duties,  as  het^pugbt  advisable  froo) 
time  to  time ; 
The  Re  venule  178!,  the  first  year  of 

hi»  Adminisrration  was 10,194,00(; 

Taxes  of  1 784  and  1783  were 93«,0U(] 

^aiiMjd  by  the  Consolidation  in  J  787, 
turning     Fraciicms    into    Imej^crs, 

Woodand  Cambric 85,00C 

Taxes  ijnposed  >n  178U  ,...•. 60,00« 

U,«77,00i] 
And  the  Produce  of  the  same  Taxes 

in  the  /ear  ending  January  1803, 

,  »'«  -• 15,453,00C 

Leaviiig  a  clear   gain  by  nttproved 

management  of 4,15(»,00C 


Of  which  total.  Spirits,  Wine,  Tobac- 
co, and  Post  Horse  duly,  amoiuic- 
cd  to I,lfi5,00( 

If  I  had  no  other  reasons  to  offer  against 
putting  out  of  our  power  tlie  war  taxes,  1 
should  think  I  have  said  enough  to  induce 
the  committee  not  to  decide  hastily  in  fa. 
vour  of  a  measure  which  cannot  be  e&ctec 
without  our  doing  s«;  but  I  wish  further  U 
press  on  their  consideratioq*  that  any  sufv 
stitutes  for  those  it  ma^y  be  found  iiecessai  < 
should  expire,  will  not' be  within  our  grasp 
I  allude  to  tlie  necessity  of  looki*ij<  to  s 
provision  for  our  peace  establisliment ;  it  i 
observed  indeed  in  a  paper  circuiattd  b^ 
ministera*  "  how  for  some  parts  of  the  Wa 
Taxes  are  of  a  ^ictcription  to  remain  ii 
force  after  the  war;  and  what  may  be  th 
provisioQ  to  be  made  hereafter  for^a  pt>iu 
establishment;  probably  much  brgcr  tird 
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in  former  pcriodsrof  jhj^icc,  are  consicfera- 1 
tions  which  at  present  need  not  be  antici- 
pated!!" Arc  we  Ihau  to  shut  our  eyes 
against  a  situation  which  (however  hopeless 
the  present  prospect  b)  we  may  be  in  willi- 
m  a  year  or  twol  Arc  we  now  entirely  to 
exclude  from  our  deliberations  the  pru- 
dence of  divesting  ourselves  of  all  power 
over  taxes  which  we  may  want  for  our 
peace  establishment,  if  wc  shall  find  by 
enforcing  existing  regulations  and  cnactnig 
new  ones  we  can  hereafter  even,  continue 
any  part  of  tlicnil  However  difficult  it  may 
be  to  ascertain  the  exact  amount  oi'  that  es- 
tablishment, no  one  will  doubt  for  a  mo- 
ment but  that  it  must  be  intinitcly  larger 
than  the  former  one.  I  will  state  one  low- 
er than  1  am  sure  his  majesty's  ministers 
can  entertain  the  reriiotcst  hope  of  its  being 
fcduccd  to,  and  opjiosite  to  it  the  means 
we  have  to  provide  for  it. 
CHARGE. 

Interest  of  Debt 27.466.000 

Annual  Coniiibution  to  Sinking  Fund    1,200,000 
Cnargc*  on  C<»nsol.cl^ted  Fund  as  in 

1805.  probably  some  increase 1,338,000 


Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills;  it  will 
be  much  mote 

Miscellftneoiii  Services;  ihcy  will 
certainly  be  more ......'... 

A.aMY. — Two-thirds  of  Lord  Sid- 
mouth's  Peace  Esiablishmcnt.  ad- 
ding   nothing- (or  Mr.  Windham*s 

Plans -•. 

-Navy. — Two-ihirds  oi"  Lord  Sid- 
mouth's  Peace  Esiahlishroeni,  add- 
ing   nothing     for   Lord*  Howick.*s 

•    increase  of  fay - 

On  DN  A  NCE. — The  Peace  Vote  in  1808 
was  919,000/ ; 

MiLiTJA  jiND  Volunteers.— Very 
difficult  to  form  any  Estimate  of;' I 
will  suppose  so  very  small  an 
amount  as ..•. 

Barrack.  Establishment,  &c 


Charge 


30,004,000 
300,000' 
350,000 

7,4O0,0C0 

4,864,000 
500,00(7 

300,000 
43,718,000 


INXOME. 
Produce  of  Taxes  stated  by  Lord  H. 
Petty  at  32,000,000/.  I  wtil  state 

ai  ;. 33,000,000 

Land  Tax  unredeemed,  and  Tax  on 

Pensions 1,400,000 

Malt   .S50,000 

Lottery :.       450,000 

Imprests 100,000 

Income   35,500,000 


Deficiency.... 8,«18,000 

This  statement  leaves  a  deficiency  of 
more  than  S  millions.  Will  not  the  provi- 
ding for  that  oB  a  peace  (if  nothing  shall  be 
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done  towards  it  in  mean  time)  fumisfa  suf- 
ficient employment  for  the  wisest  applica- 
tion of  any  means  without  the  additional 
task  being^  imp<idcd  on  us  of  findini^ 
substitutes  for  taxes  we  are  now  aLo^iit 
to  uppropriatc?  Sir,  exchisively  of  the 
mislakes  and  overiiights  already  noticed^ 
there  is  still  one  mate  uiiirb  must  have  u 
considerable  influence  on  the  plan  before 
us;  1  mean  estimating  tbe  future  war  ex- 
penditure so  low  as38a()77*000/.  or  that  of 
I  $(>6\  to  which  sum  it  is  reduced  by  exclud- 
ing subsidies  to  the  amount  of  1,500,00(>/ 
and  the  sum  requisite  for  the  Loyalty 
Loan,  as  if  there  had  not  tieen  in  aU 
mobl  every  )car  of  war  extra  expeoces  he- 
yond  those '  sums ;  such  charges  will  be 
found  to  have  amounted  in  an  average  of 
the  last  twelve  years  to  ^,744,000/. ;  on  an 
average  of  tbe  last  seven  year$to3,<)34,00(i/.^ 
and  in  the  last  year  to  6,188,0()0/.  The 
noble  lord  wiil  hardly  tell  us  that  a  deter- 
mination has  been  taken  to  give  no  more 
subsidies  to  princes  on  the  continent,  how- 
ever tempting  the  occasion  may  be,  not-, 
withstanding  the  communication  made  to 
the  French  minister  in  the  late  Negociatiou^ 
of  the  opinion  entertained  by  our  minister:^ 
of  tlie  rashness  and  folly  of  further  coali- 
tion to  reduce  the  power  of  France.  A 
moderate  and  reasonable  allowance  for 
unforeseen  expences  will  unavoidably  iii- 
increase  the  Supplementary  Loans,  and  will 
compel  necessarily  the  imposing  taxes  to  a 
considerably  larger  amount  than  tlic  noble 
lord  has  led  us  to  expect.  If  on  tbe  degree 
of  consideration,  we  are  allowed  lime  for 
all  the  circumstances  I  have  alluded  to^ 
it  shall  be  tlK>ught  expedient  to  decide  now 
on  pledging  a  part  of  the  War  Tnxes^  let 
gentlemen  weigh  well  in  their  minds,  whe- 
ther, reflecting  on  all  tbe  disadvantages  and 
objections  I  have  stated  to  tbe  collectioH  of 
those  under  the  management  of  the  Cus- 
toms and  Excise,  it  may  not  be  desirable 
rather  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  liicome  Tax 
to  a  limited  aihount.  I  am  aware  of  the 
unpopularity  of  that;  notwithstanding 
which,  under  all  the  disadvantage  of  offer- 
ing suggestions  to  govemmentj  I  am  willing 
to  take  a  full  share  of;  for  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve that  every  roan  who  spends  a  reason-^ 
able  part  of  his  income,  will,  at  tbe  end  of 
the  year,  pay  less  in  that  shafte  than  by  any 
taxes  on  consumption*.  My  entreaty  to  the 
noble  lord  however  is,  not  that  he  will  re- 
linquish his  plan,  nor  even  that  he  will  at 
present  midcc  any  alteration  «i  the  detail  of 
it;  I  bcr^rc:!!  tjr.i  cn!y  tti  Vr.:i-  t!.c  cxncrV- 
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ment  to  tbe  present  year;  it  will  answer  all 
his  purposes  completely  and  effectually,  and 
will  afford  him  and  his  majesty's  other 
ministers  opportunity  to  consider  it  more 
fully  themselves,  and  to  advise  with  otiiers, 
as  well  as  to  the  public  to  understand  it 
better  than  they  do  now.  With  that  en- 
treaty I  shall  close  what  I  mean  to  trouble 
the  committee  with ;  observing  only,  that  I 
am  persuaded  what  is  well  intended  by  the 
noble  lord  as  a  relief  to  the  people  at  pre- 
sent, will  prove  out  of  all  proportion  more 
mischievous  to  the- permanent  prosperity  of 
the  country.  My  anxiety  for  her  prosperi- 
ty is  undiminished,  which  cannot  be  felt 
more  warmly  by  the  noble  lord  or  by  his 
friends  at  the  treasury,  than  it  is  by  me. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  said,  he  should  have 
felt  considerable  reluctance  in  addressing 
the  house  before  they  had  gone  into  a  cora- 
miltee,  as  th<*  rii^ht  iion.  gent.'s  opposition 
to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  had  it  been 
persisted  in,  would  have  compelled  him  lo 
advance  in  support  of  his  motion,  the  same 
arguments  with  which  he  had  already  trou- 
bled the  house,  and  thereby  have  involved 
him  in  ah  unpleasant  repetition,  that  must 
have  been  to  him  extremely  painful,  as  it 
could  not  have  been  to  the  house  otherwise 
tlian  irksome.  He  should  ,  begin  with  an- 
swering the  earnest  injunction  that  had 
been  ini)K)sed  on  him  by  the  right  hon. 
gent,  in  the  conclusion  of  his  speech.  He 
would  assure  that  right  hon.  geut^that  if  he 
could  be  brought  ta  think  that  delay  in  this 
instance  could  possibly  be  productive  of 
any  one  serious  good  effect,  or  even  that  it 
«(rould  not  be  productive  of  material  incon- 
venience, he  .should  be  extremely  happy  to 
ineet  his  wishes,  and  should  be  the  last  per- 
son to  press  it  to  a  speedy  conclusion. 
And  here  he  should  take  occasion  to  remark 
upon  a  mistake  that  had  too  generally  gone 
abroad;  it  had  been  said  that  lie  had 
bound  himself  as  responsible  for  any  future 
contingencies  that  might  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree  affect  his  pl^n.  One  o^  the 
principal  merits  of  that  plan  he  took  to  be, 
tiiat  while  it  looked  prospectively  to  fulu^ 
fity,  it  did  not  go  to  impose  any  inconveni> 
ci3t  restrictions;  with  respect  to  tbe  future, 
it  was  proposed  that  the  War  Taxes  to  the 
amount  of  1,200,000/.  should  be  mortga- 
ged, and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how 
any  niischief  could  resull  from  that  plan 
Chat  could  for  a  moment  weigh  against  the 
j[teat  and  parunount  advantage  of  a  years 
fepos^  to  the  country  from  the  burthens  of 


additional  taxation.  The  right  hoii.  gent*, 
had  commented  with  some  force  upon 
the  state  of  the  war  duties,  but  nothing  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gent,  of  which  he 
had  not  been  before  apprized,  and  which 
had  not  made  upon  his  mind  a  due  impres- 
sion. He  admitted  the  difficulty  of  raising 
the  War  Taxes  in  time  of  peace,  but  beg- 
ged leave  to  deprecate  and  protest  against 
the  opinion  that  what  had  been  raised  as 
necessary  to  support  the  prosecution  of  war, 
should,  when  that  war  was  over,  continue 
io  be  levied  and  rendered  permanent  in  a 
peace  establishment.  At  a  season  wheD 
events  might  arise  which  it  was  not  in  man 
to  anticipate  or  predetermine  on,  a  repre- 
sentative value  for  a  certain  portion  of 
taxes  had  been  suggested.  He  would 
ask  the  right  honourable  gentleman  what 
substitute  could  be  found  for  the  plan  7  How 
could  the  same  relief  be  afforded  by  a  sy»« 
lem  which  would  every  year  make  a  great 
addition  to  the  permanent  taxes  1  Hq 
would  shew  it  was  impossible  to  stop  taxa- 
tion otherwise  than  by  mortgaging  the  war 
taxes.  When  the  war  taxes  coula  no  lon^ 
ger  be  available,  those  permanent  taxes  the 
right  hon.  gent  now  recommended  might 
be  substituted  : 

,     ,  **  Like  you,  Sir  John  ! 

That  we  can  do  when  all  the  rest  is  gone." 

If  the  war  taxes  would  not  be  productive 
in  the  same  amount  in  time  of  peace,  some 
of  them  would  be,  and  a  copsiderable  part 
of  the  charge  at  least,  might  be  continued 
on  each  article.  What  had  been  mortgaged, 
would  besides  be  successively  falling  in ;  and 
if  one  tax  must  be  given  up,  another  might 
be  substituted.  He  looked  with  coniideuee 
to  the  industry  of  a  body  of  able  officers 
as  those  of  the  revenue  were,  in  .preventing 
smuggling,,  particularly  when  encouraged 
by  an  improved  system  of  reward,  making 
them  participate  in  the  benetit  of  seizure, 
which  they  did  not  at  present.  The  vessels 
and  implements  of  the  smugglers  should 
be  destroyed,  and  ^nes  itiYposed  upon,  the 
persons  upon  whom  those  vessels  aiid  im 
plements  should  be  found.  Bj  these 
means,  if  not  altogether  extinguished,  the 
evil  would  be  greatly  checked.  With  a 
view  to  this  object,  a  large  peace  establtsiit 
ment  would  be  highly  beneficial :  and  if 
chargeable  in  one  view,  it  would  be  ecouo^ 
mical  in  another,  as  it  would  be  the  wisaas 
of  improving  the  revenue,  which  would  go 
to  defray  its  expeucesu,  These  were  the 
grounds  of  his  hope^  and  he  held.fpjtb 
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<mly  a  hope,  that  this  pHm  wouM  answer 
the  efNfs  proposed.  Here  he  would  take 
occasioii  to  give  some  explanatioD  with 
respect  to  the  property  tax,  which  he  %ra8 
supposed  to  haire  pledged  himself  to  re- 
peal. That  was  not  the  nature  of  hb 
pledge,  hut  that  the  means  for  repeal- 
ing it  would  exist,  and  that  parliament 
would  he  free  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
applying  them.  His  own  opinion  was  in- 
clined to  eoncor  with  that  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  that  a  small  portion  of  the  property 
lax  would  l>e  less  burthensome  than  those 
taxes  on  consumption,  which,  tboug'h  lers 
immediately  felt,  were  ultimately  more  bur- 
thensome and  less  productive,  as  being 
charged  with  a  profit  by  every  person 
through  whose  hands  the  article  passed,  and 
dtmitHshed  in  a  similar  succession  by  every 
hand  employed  in  the  collection.  The 
propriety  of  the  continuance  of  such  ^  small 
property  tax,  wonid,  however,  remain  to  be 
Regulated  by  the  public  feeling,  and  the 
public  convenience  at  the  time.  He  agreed 
with  him  as  to.  the  difficulty  of  continuing 
tte  war  taxes.  One  thing  however  the 
r^ht  hon.  gent,  was  mistaken  in.  There 
were  no  war  taxes  on  foreign  goods  for  ex  • 
portation.  He  allowed  it  was  impossible  to 
calculate  precisely  on  the  redemption  of  the 

mortgaged  taxes  in  14  years.    But  from  a 

moderate  calculation  that  would   be  the 
,  period  of  redemption.    If  from  the  rise  of 

stocks,  the  sinking  fund  upon  these  war 

loans  should  be  slower  in  operation,  it  would 

be  larger  in  amount;  there  would  then  be 

only  4  per  cent,  for  interest,  and  ()  for  sink- 
ing fund.     There  would  be  besides  a  great 

advantage  m  the  terms  of  future  loans,  so 

that  what  would  be  lost  in  one  way  would 

he  gained  in  another,  and  as  the  whole  was 

jto  be  comprehended  in  one  general  account, 

a  rise  in  the  funds  would  be  upon  the  whole 

beneficial.     As  to  the  objection  made  by 

the  noble  lord  and  the  right  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite, and  made  elsewhere  also,  that  this 

system  of  (sorrowing  money  at  compound 

interest  was  attended  with  double  expence, 

that  was  true ;  but  the  charge  was  more  than 

compensated  by  the  comparative  l)enefits 

that  would  l>e  afforded  by  preventing  the 

€xhaultiDg  of  the  country,  and  by  renovat- 
ing and  mvigoratmg  its  resources.    If  the 

country  was  in  that  state,  as  the  right  hon. 

gent,  opposite  argued,  th"*  *^^^  * ^ 

taxation  would  diminish 

and  the  produce  of  the 

fluA  titnatiost  thai  a  p< 
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old  system  would  wear  awa^  from  node 

our  feet  the  ground  upon  which,  we  stood 

it  was  al>solutely  necessary  to  adopt  som< 

plan  to  prevent  additional  taxation,  an^ 

this  was  the  only  plan  that  would  answe 

that  object.      The  best  mode  of  judginj 

the  merits  of  this  plan  was  to  compare  i 

with    that  of  the    noble    lord    opposit 

(Castlereagli).    It  was  objected  to  this  plar 

that  it  went  to  legislate  for  the  future ;  that 

assimied  a  certain  amount  of  expenditun 

and  that  too  low  an  amount,  viithout  takin 

into  the  calculation,  the  means  of  judgiu 

of  the  real  amount  of  the  wants  that  woul 

be  provided  for.     Nothing  wl-^  more  futij 

than  this  objection,  as  the  plan  would  len 

itself  to  any  increase  of  expenditure  th: 

might  arise.    The  only  two  ways  in  whic 

it  could  fail  to  afford  alleviation  were  these 

first,  if  the  war  taxes  should  fail  during  tli 

war;  if  that  should  be  the  case,  it  woul 

not  be  the.  consequence  of  this  plan  moi 

than  any  other.    The  foilure  would  be  i 

the  nature  of  the  tax  itself,  and  woul 

happen  under  any  one  plan  as  well  as  an< 

ther.    *But  if  from  any  cause  any  of  th 

present  war  taxes  should  fail,  the  hous 

would  tax  other  articles  so  as  to  keep  u 

the  present  amount  of  revenue  from  the  wj 

taxes.    Thus  the  plan  did  no  more  tha 

we  were  liable  to  under  the  present  systen 

As  to  the  other  point,  that  an  increased  e? 

penditure  was  to  be  looked  for,  he  took  Ih 

actual  state  of  our  expenditure  only  as 

secure  foundation  to  reason  upon.     Wil 

respect  to  expeditions  to  the  continent,  c 

subsidies,  there  were   no  data  to  go  upoi 

All  he  meant  was,   to  shew  the  facility  c 

providing  for  the  present  common  exper 

diture  to  any  length  of  time ;  but  he  sboul 

be  sorry  in  doing  so  to  adopt  any  plan  c 

a  nature  to  preclude  th^  house  from  accon 

modating  the  basis  of  t))at  plan  to  any  cii 

cunistances  that  might  arise.    Any  plan  nc 

so  applicable  would   be  a  very  unfit  basi 

for  a  system  of  finance.     He  did  not  lik 

to  assume  at  random  an  amount  of  contii 

gent  expences,  or  an  increase  of  commo 

expf^nces,  which  would  afford  room  on] 

for  reasoning  asfallack>us  as  its  foundatioc 

He  had  shewn  that  the  falling  in  of  annu 

ties  after  those  applied  to  the  deferred  sioc 

would  prevent  the  necessity  of  having  n 

course  to  any  taxes  for  3  years;  in  the  suli 

rwouli 
lothiDfi 
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plan  would  not  be  undermined,  nor  its. 
finnness  shakem  The  only  consequence 
would  be»  that  from  the  increase  of  the 
war  loans  by  this  demand,  the  war  taxes 
wo4ild  be  applicable  in  an  inferior  propor- 
tion to  the  supplementary  loans.  Tliere 
would  be  5  yearf  still  exempt  from  taxation 
by  the  falling;  in  of  annuities.  In  the  sub- 
sequent 7  y^^Ts  505^000/.  annually  would 
be  wanted  instead  of  292,0()(>/.  to  be  raised 
by  new  taxes.  In  the  five  following  years 
no  taxes  would  be  wanted,  and  in  the  last 
five  years  of  the  series  only  330,000/.  Thus, 
in  the  constant  succession'of  the  war  taxes, 
and  the  relief  from  all  further  taxation  for 
three  years,  the  plan  would  be  obviously 
beneficial)  and  only  a  moderate  increase  of 
taxes  would  be  necessary  in  some  parts  of 
the  periods  He  stated  thus  much  to  shew 
that  he  did  not  assume  to  legislate  for  the 
future  without  going  on  firm  ground.>-He 
,^as  next  to  come  more  immediately  to  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  noble  lord  in  his  re- 
solutiotis.  These  reisolutions  divided  tbem- 
ielves  into  three  points.  The  first  and  sixth 
related  to  the  comparative  efiectof  the  pre- 
sent system  and  proposed  plan ;  and  the 
nmth  and  tenth  adopting  the  vices,  as  they 
had  been  termed,  of  his  plan,  were  intended 
to  shew,  that  the  same  means  of  relief  would 
be  afforded  by  the  existing  system  as  by 
the  new  plan.  But  the  noble  lord  had  as- 
sumed as  a  right,  on  his  part,  of  the  public 
to  take  from  tlie  sinking  fund  without  giv- 
ing any  equivalent  to  the  stockholders. 
He  agreed  with  his  right  hon  friend  (Mr. 
Tierney),  that  the  sinking  fund  was  first 
created  not  for  the  interest  of  the  stock* 
holder,  but  of  the  public.  It  was  a  boon 
in  1786,  granted  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  stock- 
holders ;  but  what  was  the  situation  of  the 
stockholders  who  had  since  lent  their  capital 
on  the  credit  of  that  fund  1  The  house 
should  pause  before  it  should  touch  that 
sacred  ground.  The  noble  lord,  with  his 
plan,  interposed  between  the  public  and 
public  creditor,  by  proposing  to  take  the 
excesses  of  the  sinking  fund  ailer  the  year 
181 6,  and  without  giving  any  equivalent  to 
the  stockholder.  The  effect  of  the  noble 
lord's  plan  on  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt  would  be,  that  ninety  millions  would, 
at  the  end  of  the  period,  remain  unredeem- 
ed, and  the  whole  would  not  be  paid  till 
the  year  1 832 ;  whereas,  by  the  new  plan, 
the  whole  would  be  redeemed  in  1S26.  The 
noble  lord's  plan,  therefore,  wotdd  retard 
the  nedemption  of  the  debt  eight  years ; 
Vol.  VIII 


*'  Anxious  the  public  debt  to  pay, 
"  Like  prudent  Fabiu»,  by  delay,  '* 

the  noble  lord  took  all  that  could  retard  the 
redemption  of  the  debt,  and  left  out  all 
that  could  accelerate  it.  The  plan  of  tlic 
noble  lord  proposed  to  take  the  excesses  of 
the  sinking  fund  between  1816  and  1826, 
in  which  period  only  they  could  accrue,  and 
as  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  provide 
for  the  loans  of  the  year  between  the  pre* 
sent  year  and  the  year  1816,  an  amount  of 
6,947,000/.  would  be  necessary.  If  this 
sum  were  not  provided  by  new  taxes,  it 
must  by  niitaous  loans,  and  if  ultimately  to 
be  provided  for  out  of  the  excesses  of  the 
sinking  fund  in  the  last  period,  it  would  an. 
ticlpate  these  excesses,  and  render  them 
unavailable  when  they  should  accrue.  As 
to  what  had  been  said  relative  to  a  future 
peace  establishment,  he  bad  only  to  observe 
that  that  subject  had  not  been  excluded 
from  the  view  of  his  majesty's  ministers. 
The  means  of  providing  for  that  establish- 
ment would  exist  in  a  higher  degree  than  at 
the  close  of  the  late  war ;  certainly  in  a 
much  higher  degree  than  at  the  close  of  the 
American  war,  when  the  right  hon,  gent, 
opposite  (Mr.  Rose)  admitted  that  the  pub- 
lic revenue  was  wholly,  insufficient.  In 
1786,  the  peace  establishment  was  five  mil'  - 
ons,  and  the  revenue,  exclusive  of  the  addi- 
tional taxes,  amounted  only  to  between 
three  and  four  millions,  which  improvement 
was  a  consequence  of  the  growing  prosperity 
of  the  country.  At  the  close  of  the  late  war, 
Mr.  Addington,  though  burthened  with  fift\  - 
six  million^  charged  upon  the  income  tax, 
by  one  stroke  of  manly  and  vigorous  finan- 
cial policy,  relieved  the  country  from  the 
income  tax,  and  funded  the  debt  charged 
upon  it,  providing  at  the  same  time  for  li.e 
interest,  and  sinking  fund  upon  it.  On  t]:e 
next  peace  there  would  be  an  amount  of 
seven  millions,  arising  out  of  the  anntial 
taxes,  the  surplus  of  the  consolidated  funo, 
and  the  produce  of  the  lottery,  ap;>licable  lo 
the  establishment ;  and,  as  after  the  year 
1810,  considerable  sutis  would  be  set  free 
in  each  year,  any  small  sum  that  might  be 
necessary  to  fill  up  the  peace  establishment 
might  be  appropriated  from  them.  He 
should  not  say  what  might  be  ihe  amt)unt  of 
the  peace  establishment,*  for  that  would  de- 
pend on  the  state  of  France,  and  of  Europe; 
but  he  could  look  with  confidence  to  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  to  supply  ample 
means  for  providing  for  such  an  establish- 
ment. He  complained  that  the  noble  lord 
in  calculating  the  comparative  effect  of  the 
new  plan,  had  given  an  unfiir  view  of  the 
I     3G 
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question  by  stating,  as  he  had  tnily  done,  ihc 
amount  of  the  debt  created,  but  witholdtng 
the  effect  of  the  sinking  fund  for  its  redemp- 
tion.    As  to  the  plan  of  the  noble  lord,  con- 
tiined  in  his  eighth  resolution,  for  keeping 
the  sinking  fund  stationary  when  it  should 
amount  to  an  equality  with  the  loan,  and  for 
adding  the  interest  of  the  sum  borrowed  to 
the  amount  of  the  loan  in  each  year,  whilst 
the  interest,  and  sinking  fund  upon  that  in- 
terest,  was  to  be  defrayed  out  of  ihe  conso 
lidated  fund,  to  be  afterwards  replaced  out 
of  the  excesses  of  the  sinking    fund,   he 
considered  that  as  the  most  ruinous  system 
that  could  be  devised.     The  ?  urn  to  be  pro- 
vided in  the  first  year  would  be  small ;  but 
without  troubling  the  committee  with  the 
intermediate  accumulation,  he  should  state, 
that  l)eforc  the  excesses  should  accrue  in 
1816,  the  sum  to  be  provided  in  the  year 
would  be  eleven    millions,  the  aggregate 
sums  borrowed  would  be  one  hundred Ind 
forty-eight  or  nine  millions,  and  (he  charge 
upon  the  consolidated  fund  would  be  five 
hundred  thousarid  pounds.     Such  a  system 
would  be  much  more  i^iinous  than  this  plan 
of  supplementary  loans.     The  general  re- 
>ult  of  the  two  plans  would  be,  that  by  the 
noble  lord's  plan  the  amount  of  the  debt  cre- 
ated would  be,  in  1826,*273,560,531/.  with 
a  sinkmg  fund  of  8,960,987/. ;  and  by  the 
new  plan,  the  amount  of  the  debt  would  be 
304',884,442/.    with    a    sinking    fund     of 
19,368,000/.     So  that  with  a  small  increase 
of  the  public  debt,  there  would  be  more 
than  double  the  amount  of  the  sinking  fund. 
As  to   the  other  plan  of  the  noble  lord,   it 
departed  from  the  principle  of  giviug  im- 
mediate relief  to  the  country,  by  providing 
that  we  should  go  on  as  at  present,  till  the 
sinking  fund  should  equal  the  amount  of  the 
loan.     To  this  he  had  a  fundamental  objec- 
tion, l)ecause  it  proposed  to  lay  on  730,000/. 
taxes  annually,  till  the  sinking  tund  should 
reach  the  assumed  limit,  at  a  time  when  it 
was  universally   agreed,    that  all  taxation 
should  be  avoided.      This  plan  did    not 
include  thie  possibility  of  an  increase  of  ex- 
penditure, which  would  overturn  the  foun- 
dation upon  which  it  rested.     An  increase 
of  Expenditure  would  create  an  increasing 
debt,  whilst   the  sinking  fund  would  be 
stationary. — Having  proceeded   somewhat 
further  in  ihtf  discussion  of  the  comparative 
merits  of  the  system  he  had  the  honour  to 
Bring  forward,  and  that  recommended  by 
the  opposite  side  of  the  house,  the  noble  lord 
dilated  upon  the  benefits  which  his;  system 
promised  to  produce.     Among  other  ad- 


vantages, he  stated  that  it  was  peculiarly 
calculated  to  occasion  that  which  was  most 
important  in  a  country  like  this,  namely,  to 
keep  up  the  price  of  stocks.  If  they  were 
inclined  to  advance,  this  system  would  serve 
to  promote  that  advance ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  they  were  upon  the  decline,  this 
system  was  of  such  a  nature  as  must  oper* 
ate  and  counteract  that  tendency.  Indeed, 
the  effects  of  this  system  upon  the  stocks 
had  been  already  experienced.  The  hap^ 
piest  omen  of  its  character  had  been  roani* 
tested  in  Ihe  rise  of  stocks,  even  within  the 
period  that  had  elapsed  since  its  original  pro- 
position. It  was,  in  fact^  evident  that  it 
Served  to  encourage  the  confidence,  and 
confirm  the  hopes  of  that  most  intelligent 
body  of  men,  the  monied  intef^t,  who 
were  not  to  be  deceived  by  imposing  schemes 
or  fallacious  calculations — who  were  not  like- 
ly to  attach  themselves  to  any  project,  the 
ruinous  tendency  of  which  was,  according 
to  the  eentlemen  on  the  opposite  beoch« 
perfectly  obvious.  Another  effect  of  this 
system  M'ould  be  to  keep  down  the  price 
of  provisions,  or  at  least  prevent  those 
fluctuations  in  prices  which  so  mischievously 
tended  to  depreciate  the  value  of  money. 
For  as  it  precluded  additional  taxation,  it 
must  naturally  serve  to  promote  the  end  of 
placing  provisions  and  other  articles  affected 
by  taxation,  on  terms  more  easily  within  the 
reach  of  Government  and  the  people.  The 
noble  lord  concluded  with  observing  that 
those  two  important  effects  pleaded  most 
powerfully  for  the  adoption  of  the  system 
he  had  the  honour  to  submit  (o  their  consi- 
deration. 

hord  Casthreagh  intended  to  compress  in 
as  small  compass  as  po<^sible,  the  observa- 
tions he  had  to  make  upon  the  subject 
before  the  committee.  As  to  what  had 
been  said  of  the  objection  imputed  to  him 
and  his  right  hqn.  friend  (Mr.  Rose),  that 
the  new  plan  was  to  legislate  for  the  future, 
he  had  only  to  state  that  they  did  not  con- 
tend that  any  enactment  on  this  subject 
would  preclude  parliament  from  taking  such 
measures  as  would  hereafter  be  deemed  ^ 
necessary.  .  They  had  only  contended  that 
parliament  should  not  involve  itself  in  '^ 
measure  which  it  would  have  hereafter  to 
alter  or  abandon.  There  was  but  one  sen- 
timent on  all  sides  of  the  house  with  respect 
to  the  expediency  of  relieving  the  country 
from  taxation*  There  wa.s  sometliing  cter^ 
cive  in  the  language  of  the  noble  ferd  re- 
specting the  sinking  fund.  If  he  understood 
the  poble  lord,  he  had  ^id  that  tSye  -inking 
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fiand*was  not  to  be  touched,  unless  l>y  a 
kind  of  bargain  with  the  stockholder,  who 
was  to  have  his  quid  pro  ^uo  from  the 
public.  But  he  wished  to  be  informed  what 
quid  pro  quo  was  to  be  given  to  the  stock- 
holder when  Ihe  noble  lord  came  to  lake  the 
excesses  of  the  sinking  fund.  Tiie  princi- 
ple laid  down  by  the  noble  lord  on  this 
sul^ect  could  not  be  acted  upon,  and  he 
would  be  obliged  to  abandon  it.  Parliament 
had  unquestionably  a  right  to  exercise  its 
discretion  respecting  a  sinking  fund ;  but 
here  he  begged  to  state,  that  he  should  not 
wish  for  any  measure  to  be  adopted  that 
would  prove  injurious  to  the  public  creditor, 
and  he  contended  that  the  interest  of  the 
public  creditor  would  be  best  consulted  by 
the  adoption  of  either  of  his  suggestions 
than  by  the  plan  proposed  by  the  noble  lord. 
If  the' sinking;  fund  wasjto  be  touched  at  all, 
it  would  in  either  of  the  cases  suggested  by 
him  be  touched  in  a  manner  less  liable  to 
objection  than  in  the  manner  proposed  in 
the  new  plan.  The'  excesses  as  calculnted 
on  in  the  new  plan  would  be  available  both 
in  war  and  in  .peace,  and  at  the  disposal  of 
the  minister,  whereas  according  (o  hb.  plan 
the  excesses  could  only  be  taken  during 
war,  when  loans  would  be  necessary.  His 
plan  would  afford  a  greater  principle  of 
limitation  on  the  discretion  of  parliament 
respecting  these  excesses ;  besides,  tlic  inter- 
est of  the  stockholder  was  materially  con- 
cerned in  keeping  up -the  value  of  capital  in 
the  market,  and  it  would  be  impossible 
to  effect  that,  when  in  the  la«t  period  a  loan 
of  thirty-two  millions  annually  would  be 
raised,  nay  of  forty  or  fifty  millions,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rise  of  stores,  the  deprecia- 
tion  of  money,  and  an  increase  of  expendi. 
ture. .  Small  loans  with  a  small  sinking  fund, 
would  be  much  more  beneficial  to  the  stock- 
holder than  a  loan  of  that  amount  with  a 
sinking  fuini  of  twenty  seven  millions.  The 
noble  lord  bad  that  night,  in  express' terms, 
admitted  that  his  system  \va^  founded  upon 
a  principle  of  raising  money  upon  a  com- 
pound interest,  though  he  contended  for 
the  advantage  of  a  compound  benefit.  But 
he  had  no  doubt,  that  the  noble  lord  upon 
reflection,  would  perceive  how  unwise  a 
principle  that  was.  The  noble  lord  pro- 
posed to  borrow  money,  to  pay  the  interest 
of  his^war  loans,  as  well  as  the  interest  upon 
that  interest.  What  would  be  the  effect  of 
such  a  statement  going  forth  to  Europe  ? 
and  he  could  not  see  any  other  view  in 
brining  forward  the  plan  at  present,  but  to 
exhibit  it  to  Europe.  There  were  good  cal- 
culatorsi  be  wbhed  the  noble  lord  to  recol- 


lect, in  Europe,  and  particularly  in  that  part 
of  it  with  which  we  were  at  present  at 
issue,  and  they  could  not  fail  to  discover  the 
fallacy  of  a  system  built  upon  compound 
loans  and  compound  interest,  a  system  which 
must  inevitably  lead  to  bankruptcy.  There 
was  only  one  authority  upon  which  the 
noble  lord  could  justify  such  a  system,  and 
he  thanked  God,  that  his  late  right  hon. 
friend  afforded  no  such  authority.  There 
had  been  but 'one  person  who,  as  a  public 
man,  could  declare  to  a  nation  that  he  would 
provide  for  the  expences  of  a  war,  and  for 
the  interest  of  the  debt  incurred,  by  loa^ 
without  taxes.  That  man  was  Mr.  Necker: 
and  he  trusted  the  example  was  one  which 
the  'noble  lord  would  not  be  ambitious  to 
imitate.  After  the  difficulties  experienced 
last  year  *  v^ith  respect  to  taxes,  and  the 
gloomy  representations  which  had  been 
made,  without  foundation,  as  it  appeared  to 
him,  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  it  was 
somewhat  extraordinary  to  have  this  plan 
proposed  for  raising  above  four  hundred 
millions  upon  a  fund  of  two  millions  and 
fifty^one  thousand  pdtinds.  The  noble  lord 
seemed  to  have  found  the  philosopher's 
stone,  and  certdnly  it  would  appear  to  £u^ 
rope,  as  if  there  was  conjuring  in  it.  But 
from  the  effect  of  his  plan.  It  would  appear  ' 
that  the  noble  lord  had  discovered  the  ne. 
gative  philosopher's  stone,  which  his  right 
hon.  friend  (MnTierney)  would  explain  to 
him— the  power  of  spending  money  with- 
out creating  resources.  He  here  begged 
leave  to  repeat,  that  the  noble  lord's  system 
would  increase  the  public  debt, ninety  mil- 
lions ;  and  contended,  that  there  was  a  most 
striking  difference  between  its  effect,  and 
that  of  the  pure  operation  of  the  present  sys^ 
tern,  or  of  either  of  the  plans  wliich  he  had. 
himself  suggested.  The  amount  of  debt 
under  the  noble  lord's  system,  at  the  end  of 
fourteen  years,  would  be  429,3 86,000/. 
the  amount  of  debt  under  his  suggestion, 
369,955,000/.  which  would  give  an  increase 
of  debt  of  59,000,000/.  The  sinking  fund, 
in  the  former  case,  would  be  27,000,000/* 
in  the  latter  11,1 40,000/.  the  war  taxes  how- 
ever, would  be  completely  bound  in  the 
former  case,  and  be  completely  free  in  the 
latter,  and  allowing  for  the  reduction  by 
amount  of  excesses,  it  would  be  brought 
within  a  fraction  of  the  same  proportion  to 
the  debt  under  the  noble  lord's  plan,  as  the 
sinking  fund  would  bear  to  the  debt  under 
his  present  suggestion.  The  noble  lord  had 
said  that  the  whole  of  the  war  taxes  would 
he  pledged,  yet  on  the  return  of  peace  it 
would  be  open  to  determine  what  taxes 
3  c  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC' 


$tS] 


PARL.  DEBATES^  FsB,  16,  W7.^Ilem  Phm  ^fFbmu.  [ftS4 


might  be  substituted  for  any  pert  of  them* 
The  consequence  would  be,  that  tho  whole 
amount  would  be  to  be  laid  on  in  a  period 
of  |)eace9  when  the  energies  and  zeal  of  a 
period  of  war  would  be  relayed,  in  the  place 
of  being  gradually  lud  on  as  the  occasion 
may  require ;  and  the  minister  of  the  day 
would  be  placcKi  in  the  situation  of  devising 
means  for  raising  the  whole  at  once^amount- 
ing  to  eight  or  nine  millions,  instead  of  hav* 
jng  the  twenty-one  millions  of  war  taxes  at 
his  disposal.  'There  would  be  ten  millions 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  the  war 
taxes  made  permanent,  and  there  would 
consequently  remain  but  10,800,000/.  to  be 
miccessivdy  set  free.  Against  such  a  doc- 
trine he  entered  his  protest.  As  to  the 
plan  he  had  su^ested,  he  had  thought  that 
Dy  the  explanation  he  had  given,  he  nad  sa- 
ired  the  noble  lord  the  trouble  of  making  an 
attack  upon  his  own  principles.  The  whole 
ef  what  the  noble  lord  had  said  on  that  head, 
went  to  prove,  that  it  would  be  more  dan- 
gerous  to  act  upon  his  principles  for  nine 
years,  than  for  twenty  years.  His  plan 
went  on  the  ground  of  a  nine  years  expen- 
diture; and  certainly,  with  the  same  funds, 
would  add  much  less  to  the  debt,  than  the 
supplementary  loans  of  the  noble  lord.  He 
figreed  that  he  could  not  go  on  further 
without  fresh  taxes,  but  if  a  peace  Should 
take  place  at  the  end  of  that  period,  or  be- 
fore, no  new  taxes  would  be  necessary, 
The  system  of  double  loans  and  compound 
interest  of  the  noble  lord  would  only  lead  to 
bankruptcy  and  ruin,  and  certainly  would 
bear  no  comparison  either  with  the  present 
system  or  either  of  the  suggestions  which 
ho  had  the  honour  to  make  by  way  of  modi- 
iication  of  the  noble  lord*s  plan. 

MuGiles  declared  that  he  would  not  have 
risen  at  that  late  hour,  but  that  he  saw  one 
general  error  pervade  the  whole  system  of 
the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh),  which  he 
thought  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  state  to 
the  noble  lord  and  the  house.  If  he  proved 
the  existence  of  this  one  fundamental  error 
throughout  the  wholcof  the  noble  lord'sstatc- 
ment,  he  thought  that  that  might  in  itself 
be  sufficient  to  induce  the  house  to  reject 
those  calculations  which  had  so  much  of  falla- 
cy in  their  foundation.  The  noble  lord  pro- 
posed a  loan  of  eleven  millions,  for  twenty 
years,  without  ^ever  mentioning,  or  taking 
into  his  consideration,  according  to  the  cal- 
culations in  his  own  papers,  the  accumula- 
ting interest  for  that  period.  The  sum  bor- 
rowed would  amount  to  220  millions;  the 
interest  to  accumulate  on  the  different  sums 
'j|p  borrowed  would  be  twenty-three  years  for 


the  fet  sum  of  clevea  mtlliont,  nineteen  for 
the  second,  and  so  on  b  proportion.  This 
would  amount  to  something  upwards  of 
1 44,000,000/.  of  interest,  in  the  whole,  at 
the  end  of  the  time  stated.  The  noble  lord 
had  stated,  that  the  interest,  according  to 
his  calculation,  would  amoupt  to  only  the 
sum  of  14,636,000/,  or  something  therea- 
bouts. This  immense  difference  arose  from 
his  mistake  in  not  having  taken  any  idea  of 
the  accumulatinginterest  along  with  him  as 
he  proceeded.  The  plan  of  his  noble  friend 
(lord  Henry  Petty)  whibt  his  calculation! 
wete  fair  and  CMrect,  had  also  this  advan- 
tage over  that  of  the  noble  lord  (Castle- 
reagh),  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  term 
proposed,  it  would  leave  the  sinking  fund 
entirely  free  and  unfettered  as  to  its  future 
operation. 

Lord  Cattlertagh  insisted  that  the  error 
was  not  his  ;  he  had  taken  the  statement 
fipom  the  tables  C,  F,  and  G,  of  the  chaoceU 
lor  of  the  exchequer's  plan. 

Mr.  Gila  observed,  that  was  where  the 
noble  lord  was  in  error.  He  only  took  a 
view  of  part  of  the  amount  of  interest, 
whereas  if  he  had  looked  into  table  L,  he 
would  have  found  that  it  summed  up  the 
whole, 

Mr.  DavicM  Giddy  highlv  applauded  th^ 
plan  of  the  noble  lord  (H.  Petty).  He  had 
made  some  calculations  upon  the  subject 
himself,  and  had  taken  some  time  to  consi- 
der the  plan  which  that  noble  lord  had  laid 
before  the  house ;  and  he  found  that  it  uni- 
ted all  the  physical  and  moral  powers  that 
were  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  ob- 
ject which  he  had  in  view.  It  was  with 
arithmetical  calculations  as  with  the  machin- 
ery used  in  mechanics ;  the  operating  power 
must  be  proportioned  to  the  v^eight  or  sum 
which  it  has  to  raise.  On  this  principle  hs 
found  the  noble  lord's  system  to  be  cor- 
rect in  all  its  parts  with  making  only  the  ne- 
cessary allowance  for  any  thing  that  might 
hereafter  aocidentally  iinpede  the  operations 
of  the  machinery.  It  also  possessed  the  mo- 
ral power  of  exciting  the  confidence  and 
energy  of  the  people, — ^The  resolutions  were 
then  read  and  agreed  to.  The  honsc  re- 
sumed, and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived on  Wednesday  next 

IIovsE  OF  Lords. 
Tuesday,  February  17-     , 
[Minutes.]    In  the  committee  of  pri- 
vilege, Mr.  Adam  was  heard  on  behalf  of 
the  claun  of  GJiaries  Augustus  Ellis,  an  in- 
tmitj  to  the  barony  of  Howard  de  WaldWi 
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mi  the  Attorney  General  on  behalf  of  the 
crown.  After  counsel  had  withdrawn  lord 
Arden  moved,  that  the  chairman  should  be 
directed  to  move  the  house  that  the  pro- 
per officer  should  attend  with  the  enroll- 
ments of  patents  of  peerage  granted  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  A  conversation 
ensued  between  lords  Hawkesbury,  Auck- 
land, Arden,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  lords 
Eldon,  HoUand,  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  the 
lord  Chancellor,  and  lord  Redesdale,  the 
result  of  which  was,  that  lord  Arden  with- 
drew his  motion.  After  some  fnrther  ob- 
servations from  the  duke  of  Norfolk  and 
lord  Hawkesbury,  the  further  condderation 
of  the  claims  was  deferred  till  this  day 
three  weeks. — ^The  Controverted  Elections 
IVial  bill^  the  Barrack  Commissioners  bill, 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Trad^  regu- 
lation Bill,  passed  through  the  committees, 
and  were  reported. — The  bill  for  the  Re- 
j^lation  of  Courts  of  Justice  in  Scotland 
was^  on  the  motion  of  lord  Walsingham, 
ordered  tp  be  read  a  second  time  on  Mon- 
day, the  9th  of  March,  and  the  lords  to 
be  summoned  for  that  day. — The  earl  of 
Eosslyn  moved  an  Address  to  his  majesty, 
praying  for  certain  papers  consisting  of  re- 
turns respecting  the  effective  strength  of 
the  military  force  of  the  country.  OiSered. 


House  oy  Commons. 
Tufsdatf,  Feln-uary  1 7. 

[MiNUTBB.]  A  message  from  the 
lords  announced  their  lordships'  assent  to 
the  Irish  Customs  Regulation  bill. — ^The 
bouse  was  ordered  to  be  called  over  on 
Thursday  next. — ^The  following  members 
were  anpoinied  by  ballot,  to  try  and  deter- 
mine the  merits  of  the  petition,  complain- 
ing of  an  undue  election  for  the  borough 
of  Liskeard :  sir  Charles  Pole,  sir  Charles 
Mordaunt,  E.  R.  Portman,  esq.  John  Mait- 
land,  esq.  Michael  Sims,  esq.  Joseph  Cripps, 
esq.  John  Hudson,  esq.  John  Leveson 
Gower,  esq.  hon.  Courtenay  Boyle,  Rich- 
ard Trevanion,  esq.  Edward  Long,  esq. 
Charles  Edmopston,  esq.^R.  H.  Bradshaw, 
esq.:  Nominees,  Thomas  Creevey,  esq. 
right  hon.  Charles  Lsong.— The  followmg 
members  were  appointed  to  tr^  the  merits 
.  of  the  petition,  complaining  of  an  undue 
election  for  Sudbury :  lord  Brooke,  Mich- 
ael Hicks  Beach,  esq.  hon.  sir  A.  Wellesley, 
hon.  Robert  Curzon,  lord  Grenville  Leve- 
son Gower,  Jas.  Graham,  esq.  hon.  W. 
•Augustus   Townshehdi    William  MelUsb, 


esq.  sir  C  M.  Bumll,  bart.  lord  Archibald 
Hamilton,  Henry  Swann,  esq.  hon.  A.  C. 
Bradshaw,  sir  Wflliam  Paxton ;  Nominees; 
sir  John  Doyle,  bart.  Robert  Hurst,  esq. 

A  petition  of  the  tanners  of  Ulverstone 
and  its  vicuiity,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
was  presented  to  the  house,  and  read; 
taking  notice  of  the  bill  for  indemnifying 
persons  who  have  incurred  penalties  for  re- 
grating  and  engrossing  Oaken  bark;  and 
for  repealing  so  much  of  an  act  of  the  2d 
year  of  king  James  the  first,  as  prohibits 
the  same ;  and  praying,  that  the  same  may 
pass  into  a  law.  A  petition  of  the  tanners 
of  the  district  of  Armagh ;  and  also;  A  per . 
tition  of  the  tanners  of  Gorey  and  its  vicinity^ 
in  the  county  bf  Wexford,  were  also  seve- 
rally presented  to  the  house,  and  read; 
likewise  taking  notice  of  the  said  bill;  and 
setting  forth,  that  if  the  object  and  clauses  . 
of  the  said  act  of  the  2d  year  of  king  James 
the  first,  to  prevent  the  regrating  or  re-sel- 
liqg  Oak  bark,  should  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, the  annihilation  of  the  tanning  ti^d^ 
in  Ireland  would  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the 
house  will  not  permit  the  provisions  of  the 
said  act  to  be  enforced..  And  the  said  pe- 
titions were  severally  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  consideration  the  act, 
made  in  the  2d  year  of  kiug  James  the 
first,  intituled,  **  an  act  concerning  tan- 
ners, curriers,  shoemakers,  and  other  arti^ . 
ficers  occupying  the  cutting  of  leather." — 
Sir  Edward  KnatchbuU  reported  from  the 
committee,  to  whom  the  bill  for  extending, 
to  sums  of  greater  amount  than  forty  shi^ 
lings,  the  provbionsof  three  acts,  passed  in 
the  5th,  6(h,  and  10th  years  of  his  present 
majesty, .for  the  recovery  of  small  debts 
within  the  hundiaeds  of  Blackheath,  Brom- 
ley and  Bekenham,  Rokesley  otherwise 
Ruxley,  and  Little  and  Littleness^  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  and  of  Wallinglon,  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  and  for  amending  the 
said  acts,  was  committed;  that  the  com- 
mittee had  examined,  and  found  that  the 
standing  orders  of  the  house,  relative  to 
bills  for  the  more  easy  recovery  of  small 
debts,  had  been  complied  with ;  and  that 
the  committee  had  examined  the  allegations 
of  the  bill,  and  found  the  same  to  be  true; 
the  report  and  amendmenis  were  read,  and 
agreed  to. — Ordered,  that  the  bill,  with 
the  amendments,  be  ingrossed. 

Sir  Charles  Mordaunt  reported  from 
the  Committee^  to  wbqm  tl)e  petition  of 
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ievenl  iuMilt«iU  of  the  tovm  of  Bir- 
minghaniy  and  the  hamlel  of  Deritend 
Iherelo  adtjoioiag*  in  the  county  of  Wais 
Vfkkt  was  referred;  that  the  oommitlee 
bad  examiiied  the  matter  of  the  aaid 
petitioDt  and  had  directed  him  to  report 
the  saiBe,  as  it  appeared  to  them,  to  the 
house;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table, 
where  the  same  was  read.  Ordered,  that 
leave  be  given  to  bring  iu  a  bill  to  alter, 
amend,  and  eiilarge  the  powers  of  an  act, 
passed  in  the  26th  ^fear  of  his  late  majesty, 
for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of 
Small  Debts  within  the  town  of  Birming- 
ham, and  hamlet  of  Deritend  thereto  ad- 
joming,  in  the  county  of  Wanvick  ;  and 
that  sir  Charles  Mordaunt  and  Mr.  Dug- 
dak  do  prepare,  and  bring  in,  the  same. 
•—Resolved,  that  when  the  house  shall  have  ^ 
proceeded  apoo  Thursday  next  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  select  conunittees  for  the  trial 
.of  the  several  petitions  which  are  appomted 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  upon  that 
day»  and  the  names  of  the  roemt>ers  shall 
lie  drawn  and  called  for  that  purpose, 
Mr.  Speaker  do  direct  the  name  of  every 
member  so  called,  who  shall  be  absent 
from  the  house,  to  be  set  aside ;  and 
that  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  absent 
members  be  reported  by  Mr.  Speaker  to 
the  house,  at  such  time  as  tiie  house  shall 
think  fit  to  appomt. — Resolved,  that,  upon 
the  report  of  the  list  of  the  names  of  such 
absent  members,  the  members  for  whose 
non-attendance,  on  the  appointment  of  the 
said  select  committees,  a  sufficient  excuse 
riiall  not  be  made,  and  allowed  by  the 
house,  shall  be  forthwith  ordered  to  be  ta- 
ken into  the  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms 
attending  this  house,  and  shall  not  be  dis- 
charged out  of  custody  without  the  special 
order  of  this  house.-— A  petition  of  the 
master,  wardens,  and  commonalty,  of  the 
art  or  mystery  of  the  curriers  of  the  city  of 
London ;  and  also,  a  petition  of  the  mas- 
ter, wardens,  and  commonalty,  of  the  mys- 
tery of  cordwainers  of  the  city  of  London, 
were  severally  presented  to  the  house,  and 
read ;  taking  notice  of  an  act,  made  in  the 
Sd  year  of  king  James  the  first,  intituled, 
*  an  act  concerning  tanners,  curriers,  shoe- 
'  makers,  and  other  art^cers  occupying 
.  *  the  cutting  of  leather ;'  and  settuig  forth, 
that  the  p^tiouers  are  interested  in  many 
of  the  proyiwMis  contained  in  the  said  sta- 
tnte,  and  the  more  especially  in  such  parts 
thereof  ae  regelate  the  welUanaiag  anddiy* 


iqg  of  leather ;  and  therefore  pnyuUft  ^at, 
before  any  alteration  is  made  in  the  aaid 
ac^  they  may  be  heard,  by  themselves, 
thmr  agents,  or  counsel,  in  support  of  such 
parts  thereof,  as  they  conceive  to  be  bene- 
ficial to  theniselves  wad  the  public  at  large. 
—A  petition  of  the  master  tanners  of  the 
city  of  Waterford  ;  and  abo  a  petition  of 
the  tanners  of  Stradbally,  in  the  4|ueen> 
county,  were  likewiie  severally  presented 
to  the  house  and  read ;  taking  notice  of 
the  bill  for  mdemnifyiug  persons  who  hav^ 
incurred  penalties  for  regratiug  and  engross* 
ing  Oaken  Bark,  and  for  repealing  so  much 
of  an  act  of  the  2d  year  of  king  James  the 
first  as  prohibits  the  same  ;  and  praying 
that  the  same  may  pass  into  a  law.  And 
the  said  petitions  were  severally  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
committee,  appointed  to  take  into  conside* 
ration  the  said  act. — ^Resolved  that  an 
humble  address  be  presented  to  his  ni^es- 
ty,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  directions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  house,  copies  of  any  conunissions  issued 
by  his  majesty,  for  the 'Sale  of  Lands  iu  the 
British  W«st  India  Islands,  bet%veeu  the 
years  1765  and  177^»  inclui»ive.  Ordered, 
that  the  said  address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty  by  such  members  of  this  house  as 
are  of  his  majesty's  most  honourable  privy 
council.—  Earl  Temple  reported  from  the 
committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the 
expediency  of  permitting  the  use  of  Sugar 
and  Molasses  in  the  Distillery  and  Brew-< 
ery,  for  a  time  to  be  limitted,  under  the 
circumstances  now  afiecting  the  trade  of 
the  British  Colonics  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  to  report  the  same,  with  their  obser^ 
vations  and  opinion  thereupon,  from  time 
to  time,  to  the  house  ;  and  who  Were  em- 
powered to  report  the  minutes  of  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  them ;  that  the  com- 
mittee had  considered  the  mutters  to  them 
referred,  and  had  directed  him  to  report 
the  same,  as  they  appeared  to  them,  to  the 
house,  together  with  the  minutes  of  the 
evidence  takenbefore  tliem ;  and  he  read  the 
rmrt  in  his  place,  and  afterwardsxieliver- 
ed  the  same,  with  an  appendix  thereuBto« 
in  at  the  table,  where  the  report  was 
read.  Ordered,  that  the  said  report  do 
lie  upon  the  table;  and  wi^h  the  appendix, 
be  printed  for  the  meiHl>eTS  of  the  house. 
— ^Mr.  Hobhouse  reported  from  the  com-' 
mitteeof  the  whole  house,  to  whom  thebfll 
to  provide  more  efiectuidly  for  regulating 
the  Drawbacks  and  Bounties  on  the  expor- 
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fation  of  Sugar  from  Ireland,  and  for  al- 
lowing British  plantation  sugar  to  be  ware- 
housed in  Ireland,  was  committed ;  the 
amendments  which  the  committee  had 
made  to  the  bill,  and  which  they  had  di- 
rected hint  to  report  to  the  house;  and  he 
read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  the  bill,  with  the  amendments, 
in  at  the  table,  where  the  report  was  read. 
Ordered,  that  the  said  report  be  taken  in- 
to farther  consideration  upon  Friday  next. 
— Mr.  Hobhouse  rei)orted  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house,  to  whom  the 
bill  to  amend  several  acts  for  the  sale  of 
his  majesty's  Quit  Rents,  crown  and  other 
rents,  and  of  certain  lands  forfeited  and 
undisposed  of,  in  Ireland,  was  committed ; 
the  amendnients  which  the  committee  had 
made  to  the  bill,  and  which  they  had  di- 
rected him  to  re|>ort  to  che  house  ;  and  he 
read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivei'ed  the  bill,  with  the  amendments, 
in  at  the  table,  where  the  amendments 
were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  house. 
Ordered,  that  the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  ingrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  tormorrow. — ^The  bill  for  extending 
to  German  Yam  the  provisions  of  an  act, 
made  in  the  last  session  of  the  last  parlia- 
ment, for  permitting  Prussian  yam  to  be 
imported  in  foreign  ships,  on  payment  of 
the  like  duties  as  if  imported  ib  British 
ships,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  tfie  whole  house, 
for  to-morrow. 

[Petitions' AGAINST  the  Slave 
Trade  Abolition  Bill.]  A  Petition 
of  Joseph  Marryat,  esq.  agent  for  the  island 
of  Trinidad,  was  presented  to  the  house, 
and  read ;  selling  fortli,  "  That  the  peti- 
tioner observes,  with  inexpressible  concern, 
that  a  bill  is  now  depending  before  the 
house  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade ; 
and  that  the  operation  of  such  a  measure, 
if  passed  into  a  law,  will  inevitably  ruin 
many  British  subjects,  who  have  embarked 
their  property  in  the  island  of  Trinidad, 
confiding  in  the^encouragement  held  out 
by  his  mayesty's  ministers ;  and  that  the 
whole  of  tlie  sugar  estates  in  the  said  island 
are  in  a  state  of  infancy,  all  of  them  hav- 
ing been  cleared  and  put  into  cultivation 
since  the  year  1784,  and  many  of  them 
since  the  year  1797»  when  the  island  was 
surrendered  to  the  British  arms;  and  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  encouragement  held 
*out  to  British  subjects  by  his  majesty's  mi- 
purchases  Were  made  froin  the 


Spaniards  of  those  estates  which  had  been 
settled  under  the  cedula  of  Spain,  at  the 
very  high  prices  of  from  50/.  to  6ol.  sterl- 
ing per  acre,*  and  large  sums  of  money 
have  been  expended  in  erecting  works  and 
buildings  upon  the  different  plantations, 
for  the  manufacturing  of  sugar  and  distil^ 
lation  of  mm,  upon  an  expectation  that  the 
planters  would  be  able,  as  their  capitals 
increased,  to  acquire  by  gradual  purchases 
a  sufficient  number  of  negroes  to  cultivate 
their  estates  to  advantage ;  and  tliat  none 
of  the  estates  in  the  island  are  as  yet  suffi« 
ciently  stocked  with  negroes ;  and.  if  this 
bill  should  pass  into  a  law,  the  lands  thus 
cleared  and  purchased,  and  the  buildings 
thus  erected,  would  become  of  little  or  no 
value,  from  the  impossibility  of  cultivating 
the  one,  or  making  the  intended  use  of  the 
other ;  and  that  the  government  of  Spain 
has  lately  issued  cedulas  inviting  settlers  to 
the  Spanish  main,  by  the  offer  of  liberal 
grants  of  land,  an  open  trade  with  all  na- 
tions, the  free  importation  of  slaves,  and 
exemption  from  laxes  and  from  duties  on 
imports  and  exports  for  ten  years^  ad- 
vantages which,  from  the  facility  of  the 
communication  between  tlie  adjacent  Con- 
tinent and  Trinidad  will,  after  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  be  powerful  tempta- 
tions to  tlie  inhabitants  of  that  island  to 
emigrate,  with  their  negroes  to  the  opposite 
coast,  and  thus  to  depopulate  a  British  set- 
tlement to  aggrandize  those  of  the  enemy ; 
and  therefore  praying,  on  the  part  of  his 
constituents,  that  the  said  bill  may  not 
pass  into  a  law  ;  and  that  he  may  be  heard 
by  counsel  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  and 
may  be  permitted  to  give'  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  the  case  of  his  constituents." 

A  Petition  of  the  planters,  merchants, 
mortgagees,  annuitants,  and  others,  inter- 
ested in  tlie  British  West  India  colonies, 
whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
was  presented  to  the  house,  and  readj  set- 
ting forth,  "  That  the  petitioners  observe, 
with  the  deepest  concern  and  alarm,  tha^ 
a  Bill  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
has  passed  the  house  of  lords,  and  is  now 
depending  before  this  house ;  and  that  the 
trade  to  Africa  for  labourers  has  been,  for 
a  great  number  of  years,  sanctioned,  ap- 
proved, and  encouraged  by  royal  charters 
and  proclamations,  and  by  repeated  acts 
of  the  British  legislature,  which  declare, 
in  the  strongest  terms,  a  most  anxious 
desire  to  regulate,  extend,  secure,  and 
preserve  this  trade,  pronounced  by  par« 
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liameDt  to  be  highly  advantageous  to 
Great  Britain,  and  necessary  for  supplying 
her  plantations  and  colonies  with  a  suffi- 
dent  number  of  negroes;  and  that  the 
British  West  India  colonies  were  settled, 
and  have  ever  been  cultivated,  under  the 
solemn  faith  of  those  charters  and  procla- 
mations, and  of  those  laws  which  have  con- 
firmed the  West  India  colonists  in  the  roost 
perfect  assurance  and  confidence  that  they 
should  continue  to  obtain  supplies  of  ne- 
groes from  Afirica;  and  that  the  cultiva- 
tion of  those  colonies  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  supplies  of  African  negroes ;  and 
that  the  settling  of  the  interior  of  those 
islands,  which  is  greatly  conducive  to  their 
iafety,  cannot  be  promoted,  if  the  slave 
trade  shall  be  abolished;  and  that,  if  the 
bill  should  be  passed  uito  a  law,  the  worst 
consequences  will  ensue  from  it,  destructive 
not  only  to  the  properties  of  the  British 
planters,  and  of  their  creditors,  whose  for- 
tunes have  assisted  in  cultivating  the  plan- 
tations in  the  West  Indies,  and  are  now  se- 
cured upon  them,  but  also  deeply  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  tlie  British  empire  at 
large,  as  all  descriptions  of  property  in  this 
kingdom  must  suffer  most  severely  by  the 
effects  of  a  plan  that  shall  operate  to  de- 
stroy the  great  capital  invested  in  the  British 
West  India  colonies,  and  to  cut  off  a  com- 
merce which  pays  in  duties  annually  to 
Great  Britain  upwards  of  three  millions, 
employs  more  than  sixteen  thousand  sea- 
men, contributes  one  third  to  her  whole 
exports,  and  one  third  to  her  imports,  con^ 
sumes  annually  of  her  manufactures  and 
produce  six  millions,  and  which  is  pre- 
eminently distinguished  as  the  most  secure 
and  independant  source  of  national  prospe- 
rity, and  a  principal  support  of  the  naval 
superiority  of  this  country;  and  that  this 
measure,  if  it  should  be  carried  into  effect, 
must  diminish,  in  a  very  few  years,  the  pro- 
perty invested  in  the  British  West  India 
islands,  and  open  the  means  of  hastening 
the  progress  of  rival  colonies ;  must  forbid 
the  supply  of  losses  of  negro  population, 
which  general  causes,  or  accidents,  or  dis- 
eases peculiar  to  the  climate,  occasion,  and 
which  humane  and  provident  management 
is  unavailing  to  prevent;  must  stop  the 
completion  of  establishments  already  begun, 
at  a  great  expence,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
mcrease  of  small  settlers  in  the  interior  of 
the  islands,  so  necessary  for  their  security ; 
and,  in  short,  must  inflict  extreme  present 
injury,  and  eventual  decay  and  ruin,  upon 


those  colonies;  and  that  an  immediate 
conseiiuence  of  the  abolition  will  be  the 
loss  of  the  white  population  of  the  colo- 
nies, At  present  composing  the  militia,  the 
principal  defence  of  the  country,  by  taking 
away  the  hope  and  the  means  of  bettering 
their  fortunes,  their  only  inducement  for 
venturing  to  those  islands;  and  that  many 
persons  in  the  West  India  colonies,  already 
settled  and  attached  to  the  soil,  will,  from, 
the  same  causes,  emigrate  to  countries 
where  they  will  meet  with  more  encourage- 
ment and  protection ;  and  that  those  who 
must,  from  necessity,  remain,  will  be  left 
exposed  to  all  the  calamities  attendant 
upon  revolt  and  insurrection ;  and  that  tlie 
operation  of  tlie  bill,  if  it  shall  pass  into  a 
law,  will  be  to  violate  the  system  of  colo- 
nial law,  relative  to  property,  the  provisions 
of  families,  and  the  securities  of  creditors ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  assure  the  house, 
that  theur  statements  are  founded  on  the 
basis  of  truth ;  that  they  are  advanced  by 
those,  whose  local  knowledge,  and  whose 
due  and  Mr  regard  to  their  own  welfare, 
afford  them  the  best  opportunities  of  form- 
ing correct  conclusions,  and  that  they  can 
be  established  by  evidence;  and  that  the 
agitation  of  the  question  of  an  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade  is  at  all  times  preguant  with 
great  mischief;  and  that  the  petitioners 
must  view,  with  peculiar  alarm,  a  renewed 
discussion  of  that  question,  at  a  period 
when  the  existence  of  a  black  power,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  most  important 
British  island  in  the  West  Indies,  affording 
a  memorable  and  dreadful. lesson,  recorded 
in  characters  of  blood,  of  the  issue  of  doc* 
trines. intimately,  constantly,  and  insepara- 
bly connected  with  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade,  ought  most  powerfully  to  have 
inculcated  the  necessity  of  discountenancing 
all  such  discussions,  which  tend  to  alienate 
the  minds  of  the  negroes  ia  the  British 
West  India  colonies  from  a  state  of  subor- 
dination, and  which  hold  forth  no  prospect 
whatever  of  real  good,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
if  persevered  in,  will  be  ft.  fruitful  source  of 
enormous  evil;  and  that  the  petitioners 
shrink,  with  horror,  from  a  contemplation 
of  those  scenes,  which  that  country  haa 
frightfully  exhibited ;  and  that  confiscation 
cannot  be  authorized  without  proof  of  de-> 
linquency ;  and  that  the  characters  of  the 
petitioners  have  been  traduced,  but  delin- 
quency has  never  been  proved ;  and  that  the 
petitioners,  duly  weighing  these  considera- 
tions, and  apprized  of  the  constant  exec-. 
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tions  displayed  by  the  commons  in  parlia- 
ment assembled,  in  raising  this  country  to 
its  present  state  of  power  and  security,  are 
desirous  of  expressing  their  reliance,  that 
the  wise  interposition  of  the  house  will  re- 
ject a  measure,  which  cannot  be  adopted 
without  occasioning  so  great  a  Sacrifice  of 
the  national  resources,  at  a  juncture  when 
those  resources  are  more  than  ever  neces- 
sary to  enable  -the  country  to  make  head 
against  the  most  formidable  enemy  it  ever 
!md  to  contend  with ;  and  therefore  pray- 
ing, that  the  said  bill  may  not  pass  into  a 
law ;  and  that  they  may  be  heard,  at  the 
bar  of  the  house,  by  tliemfeelves,  or  their 
counsel,,  against  the  same,  and  that  they 
may  be  permitted  to  produde  evidence." 

A  Petition  of  Edmund  Pusey  Lyon,  esq. 
agent  for  the  island  of  Jamaica,  was  also 
presented  to  the  house,  aud  read ;  setting 
forth,  "  That  the  petitioner  observes  with 
the  deepest  concern  and  alarm,  that  a  bill 
for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  has 
passed  the  house  of  lords,  and  is  now  de- 
pending before  this  house ;  and  that  the 
fatal  tendency  ot  the  measure  of  abolishing 
the  slave  trade,  and  the  destructive  conse- 
quences which  must  result  from  its  accom- 
plishitaent,  have  impelled  the  petitioner's 
Constituents  to  instruct  him  to  give  the 
most  strenuous  opposition  to  this  bill ;  and 
that  the  trade  to  Africa  for  labourers  has 
been  for  a  great  number  of  years  sanction- 
ed, af^proved,  and  encouraged,  by  royal 
charters  and  proclamations, and  by  repeated 
acts  of  the  British  legislature,  which  declare 
in  the  strongest  terms  a  most  anxious  de- 
sire to  regulate,  extend,  secure,  and  pre- 
serve this  trade,  pronounced  by  parliament 
to  be  highly  advantageous  to  Great  Britain^ 
and  necessary  for  supplying  her  plantations 
and  colonies  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
negroes ;  and  that  the  Bijtish  West  India 
colonies  were  settled,  and  have  ever  been 
cultivated  under  the  solemn  faith  of  those 
charters  and  proclamations,  and  of  those 
laws  which  have  coi^firmed  the  West  India 
colonists  in  the  most  petfect  assurance  and 
confidence,  that  they  should  continue  to 
obtain  supplies  of  negroes  from  Africa ; 
and  that  the  cultivation  of  the  island  of 
Jamaica  cannot  be  carried  on  without  sup- 

8 lies  of  African  negroes;  and  that  the  set- 
ing  of  the  interior  of  that  colony,  which 
is  greatly  conducive  to  its  safety,  cannot  be 
bromotied  if  the  slave  trade  shall  be  abo- 
lished; and  that  if  the  bill  should  be  passed 
into  a  law,  the  worst  consequences  will  cn- 
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sue  frofn  it,  destructive  not  only  to  the  pro- 
perties of  his  constituents,  and  the  propri- 
etors of  the  other  British  West  India  colo- 
nies, and  of  their  creditors,  whos^  fortunes 
have  assisted  in  cultivating  the  plantations 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  are  now  secured  - 
upon  them,  but  also  deieply  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  British  empire  at  large,  as 
all  descriptions  of  property  in  this  kingdom 
must  suffer  most  severely  by  the  ejects  of 
a  plan  that  shall  operate  to  destroy  the 
great  capital  invested  in  the  British  West 
India  colonies,  and  to  cut  off  a  commerce 
which  pays  annually  in  duties  upwards  of 
three  millions  to  Great  Britain,  employs 
more  than  sixteen  thousand  seamen,  con- 
tributes one  third  to  her  whole  exports, 
and  one  third  of  her  imports,  consumes  an- 
nually of  her  manufactures  and  produce 
six  millions,  and  which  is  pre-eminently 
distinguished  as  the  most  secure  and  inde- 
pendent source  of  national  prosperity,  and 
a  principal  support  of  the  naval  superiority 
of  this  country ;  and  that  this  measure,  if 
it  should  be  carried  into  effect,  must  di- 
minish in  a  very  few  years  the  property  in- 
vested in  Jamaica,  and  the  other  British 
West  India  islands,  and  open  the  means  of 
hastening  the  progress  of  rival  colonies, 
must  forbid  the  supply  of  losses  of  negro 
population,  which  general  causes,  or  acci- 
dents or  diseases  peculiar  to  the  climate 
occasion,  and  which  humane  and.  provi- 
dent management  is  unavailing  to  pre- 
vent; must  stop  the  completion  of  esta* 
bhshments  already  begun  at  a  great  exr- 
pence,  and  put  an  end  to  the  increase  of 
small  settlers  in  the  interior  of  the  islands; 
so  necessary  for  their  security;  and,  in 
short,  must  mflict  extreme  injury  and 
eventual  decay  and  ruin  upon  those  colo- 
nies ;  and  that  an  inunediate  consequence 
of  the  abolition  will  be,  the  loss  of  the 
white  population  of  the  colonies,  at  pre-^ 
sent  composing  the  militia,  the  principal 
defence  of  the  country,  by  taking  away  the 
hope  and  the  means  of  bettering  their  for- 
tunes, their  only  inducement  for  venturing 
to  those  islands;  and  that  many  persons  in 
the  British  West  India  colonies,  already 
settled  and  attached  to  the  soil,  will  irom 
the  same  causes  emigrate  to  countries 
where  they  will  meet  with  more  encourage- 
ment and  protection ;  and  that  those  whd 
must  from  necessity  remain,  will  be  left  ex- 
posed to  all  the  cajamities  attendant  upon 
revolt  and  insurrection;  and  that  the  <^* 
ration  of  the  bill,  if  it  should  pass  into  a 
3H 
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law,  will  be  to  violate  tlie  system  of  colo- 
nial law  relative  to   property,   the  provi- 

'Sions  of  families,  ami  the  securilies  of  cre- 
ditors; and  that  the  petitioner  assures  Hie 
house,  that  his  statcmcnls  are  founded  on 
the  basis  of  truth,  tliat  Ihey  are  the  result 
of  the  full  and  mature  consideration  of  his 
constituents,  who«e  local  liuou  led *;e,  and 
whose  due  and  fair  regard  to  thtircwn 
ivelfare,  afford  ihtni  Ihe  bcsf  oj];orlunilies 
of  forming  correct  conclusions;  and  I  fiat 
they  can  be  established  by  evidence;  and 
that  the  agitation  ol^  the  question  of  tlie 
abolition  of  the  slave  traHe  is  at  all  limes 
pregnant  with  great  mischief;  and  that  the 
petitioner  ninst  '\'!ew  with  peculiar  alarm 
the  renewed  discussion  of  that  question^  at 
a  period  when  the  exisRMice  of  a  black 
power  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  islaud 
of  Jamaica,  ailbrding  a  memorable  and 
dreadful  lesson  recorded  in  characters  of 
blood,  of  the  issue  of  doctrines  intimately, 
constantly,  and  inseparably  connected  with 

Mhe  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  ought  most 
powerfully  to  have  inculcated  the  necessity 
of  discountenancing  all  such  discussions, 
which  tend  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the 
negroes  in  the  British  West  India  colonies 
jfrom  a  state  of  s«bordination,and  which  hold 
•forth  no  prospect  whatever  of  real  good,  but 
on  tfie  contrary,  if  persevered  in,  will  be  a 
fruitful  source  of  enormous  evil;  and  that 
the  petitioner  shrinks  with  horror  from  a 
contemplation  of  thos^e  scenes  which  that 
country  has  frightfully  exhibited  ;  and  that 
confiscation  cannot' be  authorized  without 
proof  of  delinquejicy ;  and  that  the  cha- 
racters of  the  petitioner's  constituents  have 
becH  traduced,  but  delinquency  Iras  never 
been  proved ;  and  that  the  petitioner,  duly 
weighiog  these  considerations,  and  apprized 
-of  the  constant  exertions  dis|.layed  by  the 
commons  in  parliament  assembled,  in  rais- 
ing this  country  to  its  present  state  of  pow- 
er and  security,  is  desirous  of  expressing 
his  reliance,  that  the  wise  interposition  of 
the  house  will  reject  a  measure^  which 
cannot  be  adopted  without  occasioning  so 
great  a  sacrifice  of  the  national  resources, 
at  a  ^functurfe  when  those  resources  are 
moro^tban  ever  necessary  tto  enable  the 
country  to  make  head  against  the  most 
formidable  enemy  k  ever  had  to  contend 
with ;  and  the  petitioner  therefore  prays, 
that  the  said  bill  may  not  pass  into  a  law ; 
fmd  that  he  may  be  heard  at  the  bar  of 
the  house,  by  himself  or  his  counsel, 
against  the  same ;  and  that  he  may  be  per- 


mitted to  produce  evidence  in  support  of 
the  case  of  his  constituents/' 

A  petition  of  the  planters,  merchants, 
and  x>lhers  of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  con- 
nected with  the  island  of  Trinidad,  was 
also  presented  to  the  house,  and  read;  set- 
ting forth,  that  the  petitioners  were  in- 
duced to  invest  their  capital  in  the  settlmg 
of  lands  in  the  said  island  of  Trinidad,  upon 
t  he  faith  of  I  he  assurances  held  out  by  his  ma- 
jesty's government,  when  it  was  ceded  to 
this  couutry,  th^t  they  would  be  allowed  to 
dearandcuitivatethepropertyinthc  manner 
usually  practiscdin  the  West  India  islands, 
by  the  labour  of  i^Aro  slaves,  which  alone 
is  ada))ted  for  that  purpose ;  and  that,  by 
the  bill  now  pending  for  abolishing  the  slave 
trade,  the  importation  of  negroes  into  this 
new  colony  is  prohibited  ;  and,  if  it  should 
pass  into  a  law,  the  interest  of  the  peti- 
tioners will  be  most  materially  affected,  the 
capital  sunk  in  the  improvement  of  the 
lands  will  be  greatly  diminished,  \i  not  al- 
together lost,  and  tl^e  time  and  labour  al- 
ready consumed  in  the  prospect  of  future 
and  distant  returns  will  be  totally  mis- 
spent ;  the  petitioners  therefore  repose  in 
the  good  faith  of  his  majesty's'  government, 
upon  which  his  subjects  have  always  had 
the  surest  grounds  to  rely,  and  upon  w,hich 
the  petitioners  in  particular  "acted  with  the 
most  unlimited  confidence  when  embark- 
ing on  this  busineijs,  that  such  consequen- 
ces will  be  averted,  and  that  the  interest 
of  the  settlers  in  this  colony  will  be  pre- 
served ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the 
house  will  give  permission  to  import  negro 
slaves  into  the  said  island  until  the  lands 
actually  granted  have  be^en  duly  and  suffi- 
ciently supplied,  or  to  permit  the  petition- 
ers to  be  heard,  by  counsel  at  the  bar,  for 
their  special  interest,  or  to  take  such  other 
means  for  their  relief  as  to  the  houfe  may 
seem  meet." 

A  petition  of  John  Anderson  and  Alex- 
ander Anderson,  of  Philpot  Lane,  London, 
merchants,  proprietors  of  Bance  Island,  in 
the  river  Sieita  Leone,  on  the  windward 
coast  of  Africa,  was  also  presented  to  the 
house,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  **  that  by 
an  act,  made  in  the  25th  year  of  his  late 
majesty,  intituled,  "  an  act  for  the  appli- 
cation of  a  sum  of  money  therein  mention- 
ed, granted  to  his  majesty,  making  com- 
pensation and  satisfaction  to  the  Royal  Af- 
rican Company  of£ngland ;"  "  that  where- 
as it  appears,  that  a  certain  island,  situate 
in  the  river  Sierra  Leone^  on  the  said  coast 
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of  Africa,  called  Bance  Island,  with  a  fori 
and  buildings  thereon,  having  been  for- 
merly in  the  possession  of  the  said  Royal 
African  Company,  was,  ?n  the  year  ^  72vS, 
deserted  by  the  sdid  company  and  their 
agents  ;  and  the  said  fort  has  been  some 
time  in  the  possession  of  Alexander  Grant, 
John  Sargent,  and  Richard  Oswald-^  of 
London,  Merchants,  who  have  disbursed  a 
considerable  sum  in  the  preservation  and 
improvements  of  the  said  island  and  fort, 
for  which  it  is  just,  and  reasonable  they 
should  Iiave  a  recompence :  Be  it  tlierefore 
enacted,  that  the  said  Alexander  Grant, 
John  Sargent,  and  Richard  Oswald,  shall 
be  at  liberty,  notwithslanding'the  present 
act,  to  continue  in  the  quiet  possession  of 
the  said  island,  fort,  and  buildir.gs  thereon, 
and  that  the  same  shall  henceforth  conti- 
nue and  be  absolutely  veslcd  in  them, 
their  heirs  and  assigns  ;*'  and  lha!t  upon  the 
faith  and  right  granted,  and  the  protec- 
tion aftbrded  to  them  by  the  said  act,  the 
said  Alexander  Grant,  John  Sargent  and 
Richard  Oswald,  established  large  facto- 
ries upon  the  said  island,  called  Bance  Is- 
land, with  many  dependent  factories  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  laid  out  and  in- 
vested a  very  great  capital  therein  ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  afterwards  purchased 
t^ie^  right  and  interest  of  the  persons  enli- 
Jtled  to  the  said  island,  with  the  slaves  and 
other  property  thereon,  and  are  now  the 
sole  proprietors  thereof ;  and  that  in  the 
year  1794-,  by  an  invasion  of  American 
and  French  subjects,  the  property  of  the 
petitioners,  in  the  said  island  alone,  to  the 
amount  of  20,000/.  sterling,  and  upw^ards, 
was  deslroyed,  and  the  petitioners  have 
since  repla9ed,  and  laid  out,  the  amount 
of  such  property  so  destroyed  ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  have,  at  great  risque  and 
labour,  and  at  an  immense  expence,  esta- 
blished a  great  trade  at  the  said  island, 
called  Bance  Island  ;  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners did  so  upon  the  assurance  and  be- 
lief that,  by  the  said  act,  the  properly  of 
the  said  island  was  as  perfectly  vested  in, 
and  secured  to  them,  as  any  other  species 
of  property  which  the  subjects  of  these 
realms  possess  under  the  sanction  and  pro- 
tection of  the  law ;  and  that  the  petition- 
ers ,  apprehend  the  bill  now  depending  in 
parliament,  to  put  an  end  to  the  slave 
trade,  will  render  their  property  on  Bailee 
Island  of  no  value,  and  likewise  prevent 
their  being  able  to  collect  the  debts  due  to 
theiii,  as  fiie  people  on  th^  coast  ofAfrica 
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have  no  other  means  of  making  payment 
but  liy  slaves  ;  and- therefore  praying,  that 
the  said  act  may  not  pass  into  a  law,  and 
that  they  maybe  heard  by  counsel,  and 
they  hope  their  prayer  will  not  seem 
unreasonable,  considering  they  hold'  the 
property  under  an  act  of  parliament,  iit 
w  hich  is  iicknowledged  the  justice  of  re- 
compence to  the  proprietors,  for  the  mo- 
ney disbursed  in  the  preservation  and  im- 
provement of  the  said  island." — And  the 
said  i^etitions' were  severally  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table,  until  the  engrossed  bill 
from  the  lords,  intituled  "  an  act  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,''  be  read  a 
second  time  ;  and  that  the  petitioners  be 
then  heard  by  their  counsel,  agents,  and 
witnesses,  against  the  said  bill,  upon  their 
petitions,  if  they  think  fit. 

[Scotch  Clergy^.]  The  Lord  Advo- 
cate rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  bring  for- 
ward a  motion  upon  this  subject.  The 
noble  lord,  after  some  remarks  upon  the 
propriety  of  enabling  the  clergy  to  preserve 
that  independence  of  circumstances,  and 
that  decency  of  appearance  which  were  ne- 
cessary to  secure  the  due  deference  of  their 
station,  and  not  unfrequently  to  give  eftect 
to  their  instructions,  called  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
clergy  were  provided  for  in  Scotland.  In 
many  instances  their  provision  was  extreme- 
ly inade(tuate,  and  his  object  was  to  remove, 
that  inadequacy.  With  a  view  to  that,  he 
conceived  it  necessary  that'tiie  commission 
of  Teinds,  wliich  had  heretofore  belonged 
to  the  court  of  session,  should  be  transfer-^ 
red  to  the  court  of  exchequer.  The  rea-^ 
son  for  this  transfer  must  be  obvious  to 
those  who  were  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
comparative  engagements  of  .these  two 
courts.  In  the  court  of  session  there  was, 
in  fact,  such  a  crowd  of  business,  that  that 
court  had  not  leisure  to  attend  to  the  dis- 
charge of  this  commission,  while  tlic  court, 
of  exchequer  was  fully  enabled,  vvilhout 
any  inconvenience,  to  execute  every  tlung 
that  appertairied  to  it.  The  one  court  was 
really  A  bankrupt  in  its  business  to  the 
country,  notwithstanding  the  er.traordinary' 
activity  and  diligence  of  the  judg^,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  chief  judge,  who 
was  indeed  a  model  of  industry ;  while  the 
other  court  was  comparatively  disengaged. 
The  removing  therefore  the  superintendence^ 
of  teinds  to  a  tribunal  which  had  time  to 
attend  to  it,  was  of  course  deskable.  la 
the  next  place,  he  proposed  to  create  a 
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fund  for  Ihe  provisiop  of  the  clergy,  from 
the  stipends  received  by  patrons  from  the 
death  of  an  incumbent  to  the  inductipn  of 
his  successor.  Such  receipts  patrons  had 
heretofore  disposed  of  for  such  purposes  <is 
ihey  thought  proper  to  consider  pious ;  but 
it  was  now  generally  felt,  that  the  erection 
of  the  fund  he  had  mentioned,  would  be 
by  much  the  most  pious  application  of  it. 
The  noble  lord  concluded  with  moving  "  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing'  certain 
parts  of  the  act  of  the  parliament  of  Scot- 
land passed  in  the  fourth  session  of  the  first 
paYlianieut  of  queen  Anne,  intitled,  *  Act 
anent  Plantation  of  Kirks  and  Valuation 
of  Teinds;'  and  fpr  vesting  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  Scotland,  the  said  powers: 
and  for  regulating  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  Court  of  Exchequer,  as  to  the  exercise 
of  such  powers." 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  as  this  mp- 
tiou  concerned  religion,  the  regular  mode 
of  proceeding,  according  to  the  standing 
order,  would  be  to  take  it  into  considera- 
tion, in  the  first  instance,  in  a  coumiittee 
of  the  whole  house. — After  a  few  words 
from  lord  A.  Hamilton,  the  house  resolved 
into  the  committee  suggested  by  the  Spea- 
ker, the  resolution  proposed  was  agreed  to; 
and  on  the  house  resuming,  the  chairman 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  bouse,  after  lord  H.  Petty  had  an- 
nounced his  majesty's  acquiescence  in  the 
measure,  resolved  itself  into  a  similar  com- 
mittee 6n  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate; and  the  noble  lord  proposed  that 
leave  should  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
improve  the  stipends  of  such  of  the  paro- 
chial Clergy  of  Scotland  as  are  precluded 
from  farther  augmentation  by  the  exhaus- 
tion of  their  teinds. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  hoped  he  should  not 
be  represented  as  hostile  to  the  interests  of 
the  Scotch  clergy,  who  were  a  most  respec- 
table body,  and  for  whom  no  man  had  a 
higher  respect  than  he  had,  if  he  thought 
it  right  to  state  here  that  in  making  a  suit- 
able provision  for  their  niaintenance,  re- 
gard ought  always  to  be  had  to  the  situa- 
tion in  wliich  the  order  had  for  two  centu- 
ries stqod.  That  situation  was  that  of  a 
middle  rank,  between  the  common  people 
and  the  gentry,  moderating  the  pride'  of  the 
latter  and  the  turbulence  of  tlve  fqrmer. 
He  thought  the  application  of  the  revenues 
of  vacant  benefices  might  exceed  the 
moderate  and  suitable  provision  he  pro- 
posed. 


Lord  ArchiiM  Hamilton  considered 
this  a  measure  of  the  utmost  importance. 
He  bad  received  many  communications  re- 
specting it,  and  hoped  that  time  would  be 
allowed  to  all  parties  to  investigate  its 
merits. 

The  Jjtrd  Advocate  was  disposed  to  ac- 
cede to  any  period  of  delay  that  could  be 
reasonably  expected,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  upon  a  fair  consideration  of  its  merits, 
such  persons  as  might  at  present  misunder- 
stand it,  would  be  reconciled  to  its  provi- 
.  sions.  To  afford  therefore  to  any  who  op- 
posed the  measure  an  opportunity  of  cor- 
recting their  errors,,  and  amending  their 
feelings,  he  proposed  if  the  bill  should  be 
read  a  first  time,  to  move  that  it  be  printed, 
and  the  second  reading  fixed  for  this  day 
three  weeks. — The  bouse  having  resumed, 
the  report  was  received,  and  the  chairman 
obtained  leave  t^)  bring  in  the  bill  movec^^ 
for  by  the  lord  advocate. 

[SuGAE  Drawbacks.]  On  the  mo- 
tion of  lord  Henry  Petty  the  house  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house,  to  consider  of  granting  relief  to  the 
West  India  Tradf,  Mr.  Hobbouse  in  the 
chair. 

Lord  //.  Petty  stated  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  as  the  subject  which  he  Was 
about  to  bring  under  their  consideration, 
was  so  generally  known,  and  the  principles 
upon  which  th^  measures  he  proposed  to 
adopt  were  grounded  were  so  obvious,  th/it 
it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  trouble 
the  committeie  with  a  very  few  words  in- 
deed. The  great  stock  of  sugar  on  hand, 
arising  partly  from  the  situation  of  the 
continent,  and  partly  from  other  circum- 
stances, called  for  legislative  interference, 
and  the  house  he  was  sure,  would  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  that  purpose.  The 
object  of  the  resolutions  he  had  to  propose 
was,  to  encourage  the  exportation  of  su- 
gars, and  the  consumption  of  rum.  The 
first  he  proposed  to  do  by  allowing  boun- 
ties, and  permitting  sugars,  which  might  be 
taken  out  of  the  warehouses  for  home  con- 
sumption,, to  be  returned  to  the  warehouses, 
for  exportation,  with  proper  provisions  to 
prevent  their  bemg  taken  out  again  for 
home  consumption,  without  paying  the  ne- 
cessary duties.  This  regulation  would 
have  the  effect  of  inducing  foreigners  to 
make  this  country  the  depot  for  the  supply 
of  the  continent.  The  other  object  was  to 
be  effected  by  laying  an  additional  duty  on 
brandy.    This  was  the  artide  of  regulation 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


841]  PARL.  DEBATES,  Feb.  18,  ISOT.—Mmuief. 


[84^ 


fo  which  he  had  alluded  in  opJening  the 
ways  and  means  for  the  year;  and  he 
trusted  the  house  would  agree  in  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  it.  Upon  all  due  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  it  appeared,  that 
brandies  would  bear  an  addition  of  2s.  6d, 
per  gallon  on  all  brandies  imported  for 
home  consumption,  and  of  1*.  per  gallon 
on  brandies  imported  for  re  exportation. 
The  noble  lord  moved  tlie  following  reso- 
hitions :  "  That  a  bounty  of  ten  shillings 
|>er  cwt.  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of 
all  double-refined  sugar,  over  and  above 
the  allowances  now  made  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  reiined  sugars.  That  a  bounty  of 
two'  shillings  per  cwt,  be  allowed  on  the 

'  expoitation  of  all  raw  and  nmscovado  su- 
gars, under  the  price  of  forty  shillings  per 
cwt. ;  and  of  one  shilling  per  cwt.  on  all 
raw  and  nmscovado  sugars,  of  between 
f^rty  and  forty-five  shillings  per  cwt;  when- 
ever it  shall  appear  by  the  notices  in  the 
London  Gazette  that  the  average  prices  for 
the  antecedent  quarter  have  been  of  the  re- 
spective amounts  stated.  That  an  additional 
duty  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  gal- 
lon shall  be  imposed  on  brandy  or  foreign 
spirits,  imported  for  home  consumption: 
and  of  one  shilling  per  gallon  on  all  bran- 
dies imported  for  the  purpose  of    re-ex- 

.  portation."  The  resolutions  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived to-morrow. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

'  Wednesday,  February  18. 
[Minutes.]  A  new  writ  was  ordered 
for  the  county  of  Armagh,  in  the  room  of 
viscount  Acheson,  now  earl  of  Gosford. — 
Sir  Charles  Price  presented  a  petition  from 
the  governor  and  company  of  merchants 
trading  to  the  South  Seas  and  other  parts 
of  America  and  for  encouraging  the  Fishery, 

<  taking  notice  of  the  bill  for  repealing  so 

<  much  of  an  act,  made  in  the  ninth  year  of 

<  queen  Anne,  as  vests  in  the  South  Sea 
c  Company,  or  Corporation,  by  the  said  act 
t  erected,  the  sole  and  exclusive  privilege 

<  of  carrying  on  trade  ^nd  trafiick  to  and 

<  from  any  part  whatsoever  of  South  Ame- 
t  rica,  or  in  the  South  Seas,  which  now  are, 

<  or  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be,  in  the 

<  possession  of  his  majesty,  his  heirs,   or 

<  successors ;  and  setting  forth,  that,  if  the 

<  same  should  pass  into  a  law,  it  will  totally 

<  deprive  the  petitioners  of  their  chartered 
«  rights  and  privileges,  which  they  obtained 


<  for  a  valuable  consideration ;  and  there- 

*  fore  praying,  that  they  may  be  heard,  by 

*  their  counsel,  against  the  said  bill  passing 
'  into  a  law/  Ordered,  that  the  said  peti- 
tion  do  lie  upon  tlie  table  until  the  said 
bill  be  rei^d  a  second  time ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  be  then  heard,  by  their  counsel, 
against  the  said  bill,  upon  their  petition, ' 
if  they  think  fit. — Mr.  Patteson  seeing  the 
right  hon.  secretary  to  the  treasury  in  his 
place,  wished  to  ask,  whether  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  government  to  continue,  or  make 
any  alteration  in,  the  duties  imposed  on 
Malt  last  session,  which  would  expire  on 
the  25tb  of  next  monthi  Mr.  Vansittart 
informed  the  hon.  member,  that  the  sub- 
ject had  occupied  the  earnest  attention  of 
the  Treasury,  and  that  il  would  shortly  be 
his  duty  to  bring  the  question  under  the 
consideration  ,of  the  house. — Mr  Vansit- 
tart presented  to  the  house,  pursuant  to 
their  orders,  1.  "  A  return  of  the  number 

*  of  men  wanting  to  complete  the  establish- 

*  ment  of  the  regular  army  on  the  1st  Janua- 

*  ary  1805*,  1806,and   1 8O7,  distinguishing 

*  the  British  from  the   foreign  troops,  and 

*  the  cavalry  from  the  infantry.  2.  A  return 
'  of  the  number  of  persons  employed  on  the 

^  1st  January   1807,  to  levy  men  for  tlie 

*  army  under  the   orders  of  the  27tli  Octo- 

*  ber  I  S0(),  distinguishing  whether  on  half 

*  pay,  retired  from  the  army,  or  not  having 

*  at  any  time   held  a  commission  therein; 

*  specifying  the  number  of  men  raised  in 

*  each  month  by  such  person^ :  3.  A  return 

*  of  the  number  of  casualties  by  deaths,  dis- 
'  charges,  and  desertions,  which  have  taken 

*  place  in  the  regular  army,  from  the  Ist 
•January  1805  to  the  1st  January  I8O7, 
'  distinguishing  each  year ;  also  specifying 

*  the   dates   to  which  the  casualties  have 

*  been  reported  from  the  several  foreign 
'  stations ;  4.  A  return  of  the  number  of 
'  desertions  which  have  taken  place  in  the 

*  army  at  home  during  the  years  1805  and 
'  1 806',  distinguishing  each  month,  and  spe- 
'  cifying  the  number  of  men  in  each  month 
'  out  of  which  such  desertions  have  taken 

*  place ;  5.  A  return  of  the  number  of  out 
'  pensioners  on  the  establishment  of*  Chelsea 
'  Hospitals,  distinguislied  into  their  respec* 
^  tive  classes  as  to  amount  of  pension,  as 
'estimated  at  Christmas  I8O6:  6.  A  re- 
'  turn  of  the  number  of  men  for  whom 
'  bounty  has  been  charged,  as  enlisted  at 
'  the  head  quartet's  of  the  several  /  regi- 
'  ments  serving  in  Great  Britain,  from  the 

*  25th  of  September  to  the  24th  of  Decern- 
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'  ber  1  Si)6  inclusive,  so  far  as  the  Accounts  I 
'have  been  received/ 

[Barrack  Abuses.]  Mr.  Rohson,  pur- 
suant to  notice,  rose  to  move  for  cer^ain 
papers  relative  to  abuses  in  I  he  barrack 
department.  As  the  papers  he  had  to  move 
for  were  precisely  the  same  as  those  wliich 
bad  been  ordered  last  session,  but  wliicb,  in 
consequence  of  the  dissolution  of  parlia- 
ment, could  not  be  regularly  returned  to 
the  present  parliament,  he  did  not  appre- 
hend any  objection  to  his  motion.  But  as 
it  had  appeared  to  some  of  hi.s  friends  that 
he  was  too  auxious  in  prosecuting  the  in« 
quiry  into  this  subjeet,  he  should  make  one 
or  two  ohserN'ations  in  answer  to  such  opi- 
nions. Four  years  had  elapsed  since  he 
had  first  recommcmled  and  pressed  an  in- 
quiry into  the  expenditure  department,  and 
since  that  period  six  millions  had  been 
granted  for  that  service  in  Great  Britain, 
and  two  millions  for  Ireland.  If  his  su^ 
gestions  lia<l  been  acted  upon,  there  woul<l 
have  been  a  saving  of  two  millions  cfibcted 
for  the  public,  out  of  the  sums  paid  for  the 
hire  of  buildings,  the  repairs  of  buildings, 
and  the  rent  of  temporary  barracks.  In  the 
Second  Report  of  Military  Inquiry  there 
apiKared  a  case  \*hich  he  should  refer  to 
in  support  of  this  assertion.  It  was  there 
stated,  that  a  Mr.  Pige,  who  became  bar- 
rack-master at  Winchester,  in  1 80 1 ,  leaguing 
with  a  Mr.  Green,  a  lawyer,  bought  a  house 
which  had  been  before  rented  as  a  barrack, 
for  ()3/. ,  per  annum,  but  which  was  not 
worth  more  lh;in  30/.  after  wliich  the  1:0- 
vernment  had  becMi  charged  \6:)I.  'Vhe 
Vf\}o\e  sum  that  had  been  paid  for  this  bar- 
rack, siuce  the  year  17f)-*>  amounted  to 
17^00/.  though  according  to  the  usual  allow- 
ance of  officers,  only  33/.  1 0«.  ought  to  have 
been  paid  for  if,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
barrack  had  been  occupied  by  officers  for 
more  than  one  year  of  the  whole  terra.  This 
certainly  called  for  inquiry.  He  begged  also 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  case 
of  a  barrack'  called  the  Queen's  Barracks, 
near  Weymouth,  which  he  had  visited  in  the 
middle  of  Sept.  This  barrack  contained 
700  and  sometimes  800  men,^nd  though  so 
great  expence  was  incurred,  the  accommo- 
dations for  the  officers  and  men  were  ex- 
tremely bad.  The  building  was  in  a  low 
sitnation,  in  a  narrow  street,  near  a  public 
brewhouse,  without  any  convenience  of 
water,  but  from  a  pump,  which  was  at  a 
distance,  and  often  dry,  without  any  place 
for  exercisios  the  troops,   so  that  sixty 


guineas  a  year  were  paid  for  a  piece  of 
land,  at  a  considerable  distance  for  that 
purpose.  The  stories  of  the  building  were 
but  five  feet  high,  and  extremely  inconve- 
nient, and  tliere  were  no  drahis  to  carry  off 
the  water.  He  was  sure,  when  he  stated 
these  circumstances,  that  the  house  would 
not  think  him  too  anxious  in  -pressing  the 
inquiry.  In  bringing  the  question  forward, 
he  did  not  mean  to  impute  blame  to  any 
man ;  the  evil  originated  in  a  bad  system, 
from  which  it  had  grown  up  to  its  present 
extent,  and  his  majesty's  ministers  might 
not  yet  have  had  time  to  take  the  necessary 
measures  for  preventing  the  state  of  the 
barracks  from  being  a  reproach  to  the 
country.  He  knew  not  whether  the  bar-. 
rack  he  had  adverted  to  was  rented  or  bad 
been  purchased,  btit  his  motion  would 
reach  that  fact.  It  was  unuecessary  for 
Irim  to  state  to  the  house  the  utility  of  eco-* 
nomy.  He  understood  that  the  barrack* 
department  in  Ireland  was  in  as  bad  a 
fttale  as  in  Great  Britain,  and  he  was  the. 
more  alarmed  at  this,  because  he  looked  at 
the  ex])enditure  of  that  country  in  the 
gross,  which  was  now  nearly  equal  to  the 
charge  for  Great  Britain,  and  could  not 
but  reflect,  that  fifteeu-seventcenlhs  of 
whatever  suras  should  be  expended  for 
barracks  in  Ireland,  would  be  to  be  de- 
frayed by  this  country.  The  honourable 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving,  "  That 
there  be  laid  before  this  house  a  return  of 
all  the  buildings  of  every  description,  rented 
or  hired  by  government,  and  used  as  bar- 
racks or. places  for  lodging,  or  containing 
officers  or  soldiers  of  the  army,  or  of  per- 
sons or  horses  attached  to  the  army  ;  that 
the  said  return  do  embrace  every  building 
which  has  so  been  rented,  or  hired,  and  so 
used,  in  the  whole  of  Great  Britaiir  and 
Ireland,  between  the  Jst  day  of  January, 
1793,  and  the  1st  day  of  January,  J8O7 : 
that  the  said  return  be  exhibited  in  fifteen 
columns,  placed  in  the  order  and  contain- 
ing the  several  heads  here  following,  viz.  . 
1st.  the  date  of  the  year  and  of  tiic  month 
and  day  when  each  building  respectively 
was  taken;  •2d,  the  county  and  parish  in 
which  the  building  is  situate ;  3d,  the  name 
or  phrase  describing  the  building;  'ith,  the 
number  of  officers  that  are,  or  have  been 
generally  quartered  or'  lodged  in  tlic 
building ;  5th,  the  number  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  meu,  and  of  horses, 
that  are  or  have  been  generally  quar- 
tered or  lodged  in  the    building ;    6tb, 
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the  name  of  the  proprietor  of  the  building ; 
7th,  the  D^me  and  rank  of  the  ofiicer  or 
person  by  whom  the  building  was  taken  on 
the  part  of  government ;  8th,  the  weekly 
rent  or  hire  of  the  building ; 'pth,  the  year- 
ly rent  or  hire  of  tJie  building;  10th,  the 
name  and  rank  of  Ihe  officer  or  person,  or 
officers  or  persons,  llliough  whose  hands 
tlie  rent,  or  hire,  has  been  paid  to  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  building;  lllh,  the  time 
when  any  alleratiou  (if  any)  in  the  rent  or 
hire  of  the  building  was  made ;  1 2th,  the 
weekly  rent  or  hire  of  the  bivildini;,  subse- 
quent to  such  ^Iteration ;  lOUi,  the  yearly 
rent  or  hire  of  the  building,  subsequent  to 
such  alteration ;  14lh,  the  time  when  the 
building  was  given  up,  if  not  now  occupied 
by  government ; .  1 5th,  the  account  of  the 
whole  of  the  sums  which  have  been  ex- 
pended in  repairs  upon  the  building ;  and 
the  said  returns  do  exhibit  all  the  names 
and  descripti(ms  of  the  said  buildings,  fol- 
lowing one  another  in  due  chronological 
order,  the  building  iirst  taken  by  govern- 
ment standing  first,  and  the  building  last 
taken,  standing  last."  ^ 

Lord  Howick  said,  he  felt  no  inclination 
to  withhold  any  information  that  could  be 
conveniently  produced  on  this  subject;  but 
from  the  extent  and  wording  of  the  hon. 
gentleman's  motion,  he  had  some  doubts 
of  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the 
returns  to  it  in  any  reasonable  time.  It 
was  well  worth  the  attention  of  the  house 
not  to  lose  sight  of  this  subject.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  stated,  that  his  motion  was 
precisely  the  same  as  ope  that  had  been 
agreed  to  last  session  ;  but  on  reference  to 
the  barrack  department,  he  found  that  the 
returns  to  that  motion  could  not  have  been 
prepared  without  the  aid  of  twenty  addhi- 
onal  clerks,  and  for  a  long  period.  The 
house  would  consider,  wliether  it  would  be 
expedient  to  order  the  accounts  now  called 
for  to  be  produced  at  the  ex  pence  of  so 
much  time  and  labour,  when  the  attention 
of  two  coniuiissions,  the  military  commis- 
sion and  the  odier  commission  appointed  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  military  conmiission, 
for  examining  persons  upon  oath,  were  both 
employed  in  investigating  this  subject  If 
it  should  appear  that  these  commissioners 
were  negligent  or  inattentive,  it  v\ou)d  be 
for  the  house  to  determine  how  far  it  would 
be  right  to  comply  uith  the  motion. 

Colonel  Barry  said,  he  could  contradict 
the  assertion  of  Uie  honourable  gentleman 
with  respect  to  the  barrack  department  in 


Ireland,  fram  an  experience  of  ten  yeai 
But  he  agreed  with  the  hon.  gentlem: 
that  it  wbuld  be  desiraUe  to  avoid,  as  mu< 
as  possible,  the  use  of  temporary  barrack 
But  when  it  was  found  necessary  to  mar( 
a  body  of* troops  to  a  particular  poii 
where  there  were  no  accommodations, 
was  necessary  to  hire  buildings  at  any  rei 
that  should  be  demanded. '  The  barraci 
master-general  in  Ireland  felt  the  proprie 
of  puttiug  the  barracks  of  that  country  c 
the  same  footing  as  in  this,  and  attendc 
particularly  to  the  economy  of  expenditui 
in  his  department. 

Mr.  Robsen,  m  reply,  said,  thai  he  \\i 
persuaded  if  the  noble  lord  'would  take  tl 
trouble  to  read  the  motion  at  length,  h 
would  then  see  whether  or  not  such  an  at 
count  already  existed  in  any  public  offict 
and  if  it  could  not  be  produced  in  a  day  c 
two,  he  should  still  insist  that  the  hous 
ought  not  to  separate  till  bis  motion  wa 
consented  to.  Such  a  document  ought  t 
be  ready  by  this  time,  considering  the  lengtl 
of  the  notice  given  upon  the  subject 
There  were  no  less  than  59 1  establishet 
clerks  in  the  Barrack  Department,  an< 
therefore  it  could  not  be  alleged  that  ther* 
was  not  sufficient  help  to  enable  the  Bar 
rack  Master  to  comply  with  the  request  o 
a  member  of  parliament.  Last  year  Ik 
confined  his  inquiry  to  one  parish  or  dis 
trict  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  in  that  plao 
he  had  since  found  that  the  rents  of  Tern 
porary  Barracks  were  reduced  one  hall 
Barns  hired  for  that  purpose,  and  rated  a 
2,^200/.  were  now  lowered  to  1, 100 A  b 
means  of  the  motion  he  had  formerly  mad 
upon  this  subject.  All  this  he  could  prov 
to  have  taken  place,  although  he  was  no\ 
to  be  refused  the  production  of  that  whici 
would  enable  hhn  not  only  to  bring  severa 
Barrack-masters  to  the  bar,  but  also  U 
save  the  sum  of  two  millions  to  the  public 
As  he  believed,  however,  that  some  refoni 
was  in  agitation  by  ministers  themselves,  h* 
could  assure  them,  that  he  was  not  disposer 
to  satisfy  any  revenge  upon  this  occasion 
but  merely  to  press  upon  th^m  the  necessi 
ty  of  a  speedy  reformation  in  these  abuser 
All  he  wished  to  know  was,  where  the  nev 
account  in  that  de{)artment  beg;ui,  an< 
where  the  old  one  ended  ?  But  since  he  fel 
an  opposition  to  this  inquiry,  merely  on  ac 
count  t)f  the  mode  he  proposed,  in  orde 
to  attain  this  object,  he  should  have  m 
objection  to  give  up  hift  motion  withou 
dividuig  the  house. 
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Lord  HowUk  begged  the  hon.  gendeman 
and  the  house  distmctly  to  understand,  that 
he  had  not  refused  hun  any  papers,  which 
could,  with  propriety,  be  produced.  If  his 
motion  could  possibly  have  lieen  complied 
with,  without  interfering  with  the  commis- 
sioners already  appointed,  nobody  could 
be  more  ready  than  he  was,  to  support 
such  iuquiriies. — ^The  motion  was  then  put 
from  the  chair,  and  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Rohson  further  slated,  that  he  should, 
upon  a  future  day,  submit  a  motion  to  the 
house,  that  would  reach  the  Barrack  De- 
partments upon  foreign  stations.  He  hoped 
the  charges  abroad,  (for  instance,  in  the 
Island  of  Sicily)  would  not  l>e  found  such 
as  were  formerly  existing  in  the  4slaud  of 
Corsica. 

[South  Sea  Trade  Bill.]  Lord 
Temple  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  South  Sea  Trade  bill. 
On  tlie  motion  that  the  bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time. 

Sir  Charles  Price  observed,  that  as  he 
had  but  that  dav  presented  a  petition  from 
the  governor  and  directors  of  the  South  Sea 
Company  against  the  bill,tlie  petitioners  were 
not  prepared  with  counsel.  If,  therefore, 
he  should  sufter  that  stage  of  the  bill  to 
ptass,  be  hoped  the  house  would  allow  them 
to  be  beard  by  counsel,  touching  their 
rights,  which  would  be  invaded  by  the  bill, 
in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rese  stated,  that  though  the  South 
Sea  Company  had  not  for  forty  years  car- 
ried on  auy  trade  to  the  South  Sea,  it 
was  yet  not  legal  for  any  ships  to  trade 
in  that  sea,  without  a  license  from  the  com- 
pany. It  bad  befen  mentioned  to  him,  that 
the  ships  which  had  sailed  for  Buenos  Ayres 
on  the  first  accounts  of  its  capture,  had 
sailed  without  such  licenses,  in  which  case 
the  voyage  was  illegal  from  the  outset ;  and 
in  this  vieW)  the  question  was  an  important 
one,  because  this  circumstance  would  have 
a  very  serious  effect  upon  the  policies  of 
insurance  on  these  vessels.  Not  having 
seen  a  line  of  the  bill,  he  wished  to  be  in- 
formed, whether  it  was  proposed  to  give  it 
a  retrospective  operation. 

Lord  Temple  said,  he  had  intended  to 
explain  the  object  of  the  measure,  if  even 
he  had  not  been  called  upon  by  the  ri£;ht 
hon.  gentleman.  By  the  charter  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  no  vessels  could  le- 
gally be  embarked  in  la  trade  to  the  South 
iea  without  a  licence  from  that  Company. 


The  vessels  had  sailed  to  Bikenos  Ayres 
without  such  Ucence,  and,  consecfuently, 
Iheir  voyages  were  illegal.  They  were  con- 
sequently liable  to  seizure,  not  alone  by  the 
agents  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  but  by 
any  privateer  or  letters  of  marque,  which 
might  fall  in  with  them.  He  had  not  been 
himself  in  town  when  this  event  took  place, 
but  as  soon  as  the  illegality  of  the  transac- 
tion was  adverted  to,  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters had  determined,  on  the  meetine;  of 
parliament,  to  propose  a  measure  for  le- 
galizing these  voyages.  They  had  confer- 
red with  the  directors  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  and  discussed  the  question.  On 
the  Uth  of  Januar}'  a  draf^  of  the  bill  then 
before  the  house  was  communicated  to  Ihe 
directors,  which  was  returned  on  the  1 5th, 
with  such  alterations  as  they  thought  ne- 
cessary to  be  made  in  it.  Government  had 
acceded  to  and  adopted  these  amendments 
with  a  single  exception,  an(jl  therefore,  he 
did  not  think  that  any  case  had  been 
made  out  for  deferring  any  stage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Jacob  contended  that  the  South  Sea 
Company  had  not  carried  on  any  commerce 
for  sixty-five  years  past,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  that  began  in  the 
year  I74(X  Antecedently  to  that  period, 
they  had  carried  on  a  little  trade  to  South 
America,  hy  which  th^y  lost  more  than 
they  gained ;  the  expences  of  their  factories 
at  Carthagena,  Porto  Bello,  Panama,  and 
Lima,  having  exceeded  the  profits  of  their 
commerce ;  so  that  there  had  remained  to 
them  but  a  small  part  of  the  assiento  con- 
tract. The  South  Sea  Company,  therefore, 
could  not  benefit  by  this  trade.  It  was  be- 
sides impossible  that  they  should,  as  they 
had  no  capital;  and  before  they  could 
again  embark  in  that  trade,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  them  to  come  to  parliament  to 
be  enabled  to  raise  a  fresh  capital.  Though 
they  could  not  benefit  by  the  trade  to 
South  America,  a  trade  which  was  extreme- 
ly beneficial  to  tljie  country  had  risen  upon 
the  ruins  of  this  trade,  namely,  the  Southern 
whale  fishery  trade^  which  afforded  a  con- 
siderable nursery  for  British  seamen.  Thj 
company  came,  therefore,  with  a  very  bad 
grace  to  parliament,  to  press  a  right  which 
they  could  derive  no  benefit  from,  to  the 
exclusion  of  a  trade  from  which  the  pubhc 
would  derive  advantage.  But  by  the. act  of 
1 802,  all  persons  had  a  right  to  trade  to 
the  Western  coast  of  South  America,  with- 
out any  license,  either  from  the  South  Sea 
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Company,  or  from  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, both  of  whom  claimed  a  monopoly 
in  these  seas.  Though  the  country  had 
been  put  to  mucli  expence  by  the  Spanish 
armament  in  1 79  ^  to  establish  the  right  to 
carry  on  the  fur  trade  at  Nootka  Sound, 
that  trade  had  since  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  Americans.  As  to  the  question  respect- 
ing the  policies  of  insurance,  he  had  the 
best  legal  authority  for  saying,  that  the  de- 
tect in  law  existed,  and  therefore  he  thought 
that  the  matter  demanded  the  pressing  at- 
tention of  (he  house. 

Mr.  Tierney  stated,  oh  the  part  of  tlie 
East  India  Company,  that  they  had  only 
been  apprehensive  that  the  trade,  when 
permitted,  might  be  extended  to  other 
parts ;  for  instance,  to  China ;  these  were 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  government, 
and,  when  they  had  received  satisfactory 
assurances  that  the  trade  should  not  be  ex- 
tended beyond  its  precise  limits,  they  had 
ceased  to  have  any  objection  to  the  bill. 

Sir  Charles  Price  stated,  that  the  object 
of  tiie  petitioners  was  to  have  their  right 
aicertatned,  and  for  that  purpose  they  had 
presented  themselves  to  the  house,  without 
meaning  any  opposition  to  the  whole  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill. — ^The  bill  was  then  read  a 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
On  the  motioa  that  it  be  committed  on 
Monday, 

Mr.  Rose^  now  that  he  understood  that 
the  bill  was  to  have  a  retrospective  opera- 
tion, approved  of  it  so  far  as  related  to  the 
covering  the  vessels  froni  capture ;  but  with 
regard  to  its  retrospective  operation  as  to 
the  policies  of  insurance,  b6  had  some 
doubts.  The  underwriters  had  a  legal 
right  to  decline  the  obligation  of  the  poli- 
cies, and  though  it  would  not  be  very  ho- 
nourable in  them  to  take  advantage  of  that 
circumstance,'  he  did  uol  think  it  clear  that 
parliament  should  take  such  right  from 
them,  if  they  should  think  proper  to  act 
upon  it.— The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted on  Monday. 

[Sugar  Drawbacks.]  Mr.  Hothouse 
reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
house,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider 
of  the  several  acts  relating  to  the  Draw- 
backs and  Bounties  on  Sugar  exported; 
and  also,  of  an  act  made  in  the  43d  of  his 
present  majesty,  for  granting  to  his  majesty, 
until  1 2  months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
defmitive  treaty  of  peace,  certain  additional 
duties  of  excise  in  Great  Britain,  the  Reso* 
lutions  which  the  committee  had  direc|ed 

Vol,  VIII. 


him  to  report  to  the  house,  which  are  as 
follows,  viz.  1 .  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committeee,  that  a  Bounty  of  I  ()«  be 
allowed^  for  every  hundred  weight  of  all 
double  refined  Sugar  exported  from  Great 
Britain,  over  and  above  the  bounty  allowa- 
ble on  the  exportation  of  refined  Sugar  in 
loaf  complete  and  whole,  and  lump  duly 
refined.  2.  That  whenever  it  shall  appear 
by  notice  in  the  Londoil  Gazette,  tliat  the 
average  prices  of  Brown  or  Mascovado  Su- 
gar for  the  preceding  quarter  of  the  year, 
taken  in  manner  directed  by  an  act  of  the 
3  2d  of  his  present  majesty,  shall  not  have 
exceeded  40«.  for  an  hundred  weight,  ex- 
clusive of  the  duties  of  customs  paid  or 
payable  thereon,  on  the  importation  into  , 
Great  Britain,-  then,  and  in  every  such  case, 
tlier^  shall  be  paid  and  allowed  a  Bounty 
of  2*.  for  every  hundred  weight  of  Sugar 
the  produce  of  the  British  Plantations  ex- 
ported from  Great  Britain  ;  and  if,  by  sucK 
notice  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  appear  that  the 
said  average  prices  of  Brown  or  Muscovado 
Sugar  shall  have  been  at  or  above  the  price 
of  409.  aiid  shall  be  under  45^.  for  an 
hundred  weight,  then,  and  in  every  such 
case,  there  shall  be  paid  and  allowed  a 
bounty  of  one  shilling  for  every  hundred 
weight  of  such  Sugar  exported  as  aforesaid. 
3.  Tfa'At  the  bounties  now  payable  oq  the 
exportation  of  sugar  and  sugar  candy  be 
allowed  on  depositing  the  same  in  ware- 
house for  exportation.  4.  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  that  an  ad- 
ditional duty  of  2s,  6d.  be  charged  upo« 
every  gallon  of  foreign  brandy,  spirib*,  aqua 
vitae,  or  strong  waters  (other  than  rum, 
spirits,  or  aqua  vitae  of  the  produce  of  the 
British  colonies  or  plantations  in  America), 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  or  taken  out 
of  any  warehouse  in  which  the  same  may 
have  been  secured  for  home  consumption. 
5.  That  an  additional  duty  of  Is,  be  charg- 
ed upon  every  gallon  of  foreign  brandy, 
spirits,  aqua  vitae,  or  strong  waters  (other 
than  rum,  spirits,  or  aqua  vitse,  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  British  colonies  or  plantations 
in  America),  imported  into  Great  Britain 
and  exported  therefrom,  or  taken  out  of 
any  warehouse  in  which  the  same  may  have 
been  secured  for  exportation  to  jmrts  be- 
yond the  seas  (except  to  Ireland)."  The 
three  first  Resolutions  being  read  a  socoimI 
time,  were  agreed  to  by  the  house.  The 
subsequent  Resolutions  were  postponed. 

[Additional  Duty  on   Foreign 
Brandy.}    The  house  having  re<ioiv«d  it<« 
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self  into  a  commit  Ice  of  Ways  ami  Means, 

Lord  Henri;  Peitif,  contormably  with 
liis  notice  of  yesterday,  moved  the  follow- 
ing Resolutions^  K  "  That  towards  raising 
the  supply  granted  to  Itis  niHJesty,  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  '2s,  (jrf.  be  charged  ,npoif 
every  gallon  of  foreii^i  brandy,  spirits, 
aqua  vil?e,  or  strong  waters  (other  than 
ruin,  sptrits,  or  aqua  vitie,  of  the  produce 
ef  the  British  colonies  or  plaotHtions  in 
America),  inspoited  into  Great  Britain,  or 
taken  out  of  any  warehouse  in  which  the 
same  may  have  been  secured  for  liome 
eomumption.  «2.  That  an  additional  duty 
of  \8,  be  charged  upon  every  gallon  of 
foreign  brandy,  spirits,  aqua  vitse, 'or  strong 
waters  (other  than  ruin,  spirits,  or  aqua 
vitx,  of  the  produce  of  the  Biitish  colonies 
or  phintations  in  America),  imported  into 
Great  Britain,  and  exported  therefrom,  or 
taken  out  of  any  warehouse  in  which  the 
same  may  have  been  secured  for  exporta- 
tion to  parts  beyond  the  seas  (except  to 
Ireland).  3.  That  the  said  duties  shall  be 
charged  on  all  foreign  brandy,  spirits,  aquH 
vilK,  or  strong  waters,  for  which  all  the 
fbities  charged  or  chargeable  thereon  shall 
not  hare  been  paid  on  or  before  the  i^th 
day  of  February,  1 807." 

Mr.  Ro^e  observed,  thai  the  duty  on 
brandy  whs  at  present  I3«.  6d.  per  gallon, 
and  would  by  thisad<litional  duly  be  raised 
to  1 6tf. ;  that  the  original  cost  was  but  2f .  6'</. 
per  gallon,  and  that  such  a  high  duty,  com- 
pared with*  tiie  prime  cost  of  the  article, 
would  become  an  extreme  temptation  to 
smuggling,  and  would  not  operate  as  any 
material  relief  to  the  West  India  trade. 
Besides,  he  did  not  tiimk  the  regulations 
for  the  prevention  of  smuggling  would  be 
as  etiectual  as  was  expected. 

Lord  H.  Petty  stated,  that  the  system 
of  rewards  to  vigilant  and  active  revenue 
4>tticers,  would  have  a  very  bencticial  effect, 
and  that  the  West  India  merchants  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  addition  to  the  duty  on 
foreign  spirits  would  aftbrd  them  relief. 

General  (iascoifne  was  of  opiiiion,  tbat 
this  additional  duty  on  brandy  continued, 
with  tlic  preference  to  be  given  by  the  pub- 
lic boards  to  the  consumption  of  rum. 
would  be  of  material  assistance  to  the  West 
India  trade. — ^Tlie  resolutions  were  then 
agreed  to. 

[Freehold  Estates  Bill.]  The  So- 
licitor^General  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  for 
Slaking  the   Freehold  Estates  of  persons 


who  die  in  debt,  assets  for  the  payment  of 
their  simple  contract  debts*  Oti  the  qam* 
tinn  for  the  second  reading  beiog  pot^ 

Mr,  fK  Herbert  roae  with  regret  to  op«- 
pose  any  measure  brought  forward  by  the 
lion,  and  learned  gent  who  was  the  author 
of  the  bill.  He  lamented  that  he  had  uot 
heard  the  statement  of  that  hon.  and  leani* 
ed  member,  when  he  obtained  lea%«  to 
bring  in  this  measure ;  but  he  had  read  the  bill 
since  it  had  been .  printed,  and  ol^iected  to 
it  because  it  went  to  alter  the  whole  of  tbe 
law  of  landed  property  in  this  country.  If 
he  understood  it  right,  its  object  was  to 
make  all  cases  of  simple  contracl  debts  of 
men  who  should  die  in  debt,  without 
making  any  will  providing  for  such  debts, 
a  charge  upon  their  r^  estates^  This 
would  change  the  whole  law  of  landed  pro- 
perty, which  was  coeval  with  the  constitu- 
tion.^ There  were  various  ways  of  chaining 
landed  property  by  mortgages  and  other 
legal  instruments,  and  there  were  sufficient 
processes  for  recovering  of  simple  contract 
debts.  Whenever  any  change  had  been 
made  in  tlie  common  law,  it  bad  been  ge* 
nerally  for  the  worse.  He  did  not  see  aaj 
urgent  occasion  for  the  alteration  now  pro- 
posed, much  less  on  so  loose  and  vague  a 
ground  as  to^provide  for  simple  contract 
debts.  It  would  have  the  etiect  of  lowering 
the  value  of  freehold  property.  Another 
objection  he  felt  to  the  measure  was,  that 
it  would  interfere  with  the  elective  franchise, 
whicli  depended  altogether  on  freehold 
property :  and  if  it  was  to  be  made  liable 
for  simple  contract  debts,  in  cases  of  small 
freeholds,  tlie  heir  might  be  thereby  deprived 
of  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  his  r^hts^ 
He  should  have  no  objection  to  the  measure, 
if  it  was  to  be  confined  to  the  cases  of  per- 
sons who  die  suddenly  or  violently ;  for  he 
was  sure  no  honest  man  who  had  time  to 
make  a  will  would  neglect  to  provide  for 
his  debts.  On  these  grounds,  he  felt  hm- 
self  inclined  to  oppose  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fellowts  thought  tliat  the  bill  should 
extend  to  copyhold  as  well  as  to  freehold 
property,  because  in  many  cases  the  fre^ 
hold  and  copyhold  property  were  so  blend^ 
ed,that  it  might  be  difficult  to  sell  tlie  oim\ 
without,  at  the  same  time  time,  selling  tlic 
other. 

Tbe  Ma$Ur  of  the  Rottt  thought  the 
hon.  gent  who  bqg^n  the  debate,  was  i%ht 
in  considering  this  bill  as  making  a  very 
material  change  in  the  hw  of  freehold  pro^ 
perty.    The  law  as  it  at  present  stood,  esf 
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t^ibtisbed  the  limits  of  real  and  personal 
property.    There  were  but  two  ways'  of 
diargtog  real  property,  either  by  deed  seal- 
ed, or  b;^  will.    He  had  doubts  of  the  po- 
licy of  increasing  the  modes  of  affecting 
freehold  property.    At  present  k  was  im- 
possible to  charge  it  by  a  single  scrap  of 
paper,  or  by  any  parole  agreement.    The 
eilectof  this  measure  would  be,  to  do  away 
that  solemnity  which  the  policy  of  Briti^ 
law  re<|mred  in  transactions  tliat  affected 
fffeehold  property.    The  fact  was,  that  the 
parties,  by  their  own  act,  decided  the  terms 
oi  the  contract.    The  creditor  who  trusted 
to  the  simple  contract,  knew,  that  he  was 
aot  in  tiie  same  situation  as  if  be  had  a 
bond,  and  be  who  had  a  bond  knew  he  wa$ 
not  in  the  situation  of  one  who  had  a  mort- 
gage.    He  could  see  no  reason  why  the  law 
sliwld  put  the  creditor  in  a  situation  which 
he  did  not  bargain  for.     He  might  have  de- 
manded a  higher  security  if  he  was  not  sa- 
tisfied with  the  lower,  and  the  debtor  might 
have  refused  it.     Why,  then,  should  tiie  law 
say  thnt  a  man  might  have  the  advantage  of 
the  best  contract  which  he  could  have  made? 
If  the  principle  were  to  be  recognized,  it 
would  go  much  further.     A  tenant  in  tail 
might,  by  suffering  a  common  reco  very,cut  off 
the  intay,  and  make  the  estate  his  own,  and 
liable  to  hb  debts.     If  he  should  die,  omit- 
ting to  suffer  such  recover}',  as  the  speci- 
alty creditor  to  be  lei  in,  who,  as  the  law 
now  stood,  was  barred]     Was  the  law,  be- 
cause the  debtor  might  have  rendered  the 
estates  liable  to  his  specialty  debts,  to  sup- 
ply his  act,  and  let  in  such  creditor  ?     Was 
the  creditor  to  have  every  advantage  by  the 
operation  of  law,  which  his  debitor  by  his 
act  could  have  given  him  ?     Was  the  prin- 
ciple to  be  maintained,  of  legislating  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  tlie  creditor  in  a  si- 
luation  which  his  own  act  did   not  place 
jbim  in  ?    This  principle  was  not  necessary 
lor  the  future,  and  would  be  ui^just  as.  to 
the  present.    After  the  passing  of  this  bill, 
the  freehold  property  of  eve^y  man,  who 
jbad  contracted  any  obligation  for  which 
■that  property  was  known  not  to  be  liable, 
would  if  he  ,died,  be  diarged  therewith  in 
the  hands  'bf  his  heir.    This  would  be  an 
instance  of  .positive  in.)ustice»  because  it 
>would  plape  the  parties  in  so  different  a 
4relative  aituation  from  that  in  which  they 
•were  at  the  time  of  making  the  contract. 
When  ihe  threw  these  observations  out,  he 
.did  it  only  by  way  of  stating  the  difficulties 
Jie  felt;  sM  of  ^vui{  a  coiKlusivei^iniQn, 


as  he  had  not  yet  heard  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  measure  had  been  tbuiuled. 
There  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  either 
necessity  for  the  measure  or  any  utility  in 
it.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  measure,  he 
understood  to  be,  to  prevent  frauds  by 
persons  who  might  involve  themselves  in 
debt,  aijd,  with  the  money  borrowed,  pur- 
chase freehold  property,  which  would  de- 
scend to  their  lieirs  without  becoming  re- 
sponsible for  these  debts.  This  was  a  case 
that  had  sometimes  occurred,  and  which 
ought  to  i>c  prevented.  But  the  measure 
went,  in  one  respect,  beyond  its  object,  and 
in  another  fell  ^lort  of  it  Such  cases  of 
frauds  were  coniined  to  jMoperties  purcha- 
sed by  the  deblor,  and  tlie  bill,  by  extend- 
ing to  all  freehold  property^  went  beyoiid 
its  object.  But,  by  being  limited  to .  free-^ 
hold,  and  not  including  copyhold  pro- 
perty, it  fell  sliort  of  its  object.  It  would 
tell  the  fmuduleut  debtor  to  purchase  copy- 
hold and  not  freehold  property ;  and  copy- 
hold property  wonid  more  effectually  ena- 
ble him  to  defraud  his  creditors,  because 
copyhold  property  was  not  liable  evea 
for  specialty  debts,  in  the  bill  which  had 
been  brou<!:ht  in  for  the  same  purpose  in 
1 772,  copyholds  and  customary  freehohU 
had  been  included  with  freehold,  property. 
Havin'^  said  thus  much,  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  object  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  or  even  its  going  into  a  comniiltcc; 
for  in  the  committee  his  bon.  and  learned 
friend  would  feel  \\\e  necessity,  for  tlie  at-  ' 
tainment  of  his  own  object,  to  make  some 
alterations  in  the  measure. 

The  Soliciior  General  would  have  been 
extremely  glad  if  the  op)K>sition  then  made 
had  been  made  before,  because  he  would 
in  that  case  have  had  the  advantage  of 
knowing  ilie  objections  that  were  felt  to  a 
measure,  which  lie  conceived  to  be  of  the 
higliest  importance.  He  must  say  that  it 
would  have  been  more  fortunate  if  he  had 
heard  tlie  objections  stated  by  the  right  hon.. 
and  learned  gent,  who  had  s)x>ken  last, 
sooner,  because,  though  he  was  convinced^ 
that  every  hon..  member  was  actuated  iu 
making  ob)ectiotts  to  any  measure  by  the 
purest  motives,  it  would  have  been  particu^ 
larly  desirable  for  bun  to  have  heard  the 
objections  just  stated  earlier,  both  because 
lie  had  endeavoured  to  collect  the  opinioa 
of  his  right  hou.  and  learned  friend  on  the 
bill,  and  bad  submitted  a  copy  of  ii  to  hmu 
and  because  he  could  then  have  given  an 
answer  that  juight  hav^.been  moresatisfao^ 
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tory  to  the  house,  than  the  answer  he  could 
now  give  might  prove.     He  adoiitted  that 
it  was  incumbent  upon  any  member  who 
proposed  any  alteration  in  tb^  existinji;  law, 
to  state  the  grounds  u|)on  which  lie  found* 
ed  such  alteration.     If  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  not  been  present  when 
lie  slated  the  grounds  of  this  measure,  the 
fault  did  not  lie  with  him.     He  had  on 
that  occasion  stated,  that  the  law  of  landed 
property  had  been  framed  with  a  view  to  a 
feudal  state  of  society,  which  no  longer 
exhited.    It'was  to  pay  too  great  veneration 
to  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  as  it  was 
<!alled,  to  continue  that  law  unaltered,  when 
the  state  of  society  had  undergone  a  change 
.  that  rendered  it  inapplicable  to  the  existing 
8tat%  of  society.    This  country  had  become 
a  great  conipiercial  country,  and  therefore 
it  was  necessary  to  adapt  the  law  of  pro- 
perty to  such  a  situation  of  things.    The 
ordinary  obligations  in  the  course  of  busi- 
ness were  not  specialty  but  negociable  se- 
curities, drawn  at  a  short  date.    If  specialty 
contracts  were  to  be  rendered  necessary, 
that  would  put  an  end  to  commercial  busi- 
ness.    The  case  stated  by  his  right  hon. 
fricndi  had  not  been  urged  by  him  as  the 
ground  of  his  measure.     But  it  was  suffici- 
ent reason  for  the  adoption  of  some  such 
measure.    Breaches  of  trust  Were,  as  the 
law  now  stood,  but  simple  contract  debts. 
Persona!  property  bequeathed  in  trust  for 
the  use  of  infant  children,  might  be  sold  by 
tiie  trustee,  and  the  money  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  freehold  property,  which,  when 
devised   over  to  his  own  children,  would 
not  be  liable  to  these  claims.     In  likt  man- 
ner, the  proceeds  of  an  estate  devised  in 
'trust  to  be  sold  for  the  use  of  children, 
might  be  vested  in  the  purchase  of  lands, 
which   either  when   devised   over  to  the 
trustee's  own  children,  or  in  case  of  his 
death,  would  not  be  liable  to  the  claims  of 
the  persons  for  whose  use  the  estate  was 
devised.    The  children  in  both  cases  would 
be  simple  contract  creditors,  and  if  there 
should  not  be  assets  sufficient,  would  be 
driven  to  the  support  of  casual  benevolence, 
or  parochial  relief.    This  state  of  the  law 
was  a  reproach  to  the  country.  .  There  were 
cases  that   frequently  occurred  in  courts 
of  equity,  and  yet  the  gentlemen  of  his 
proftssion,  who  alone  perhaps  were  capable 
of  framing  the  remedy,  had  viewed  them 
with  patient  acquiescence.     The  state  of 
the  law  was  peculiar  to  this  country  arid 
^jbeiand.    In  iScotlaud,  and  in  the  rest  of 


Europe,  no  property  could  descend  to  the 
heir,  without  being  chargeable  with  all  the 
debts  of  the  ancestor.    An  hen-  could  be 
deprived  of  his  whole  property  by  a  single 
stroke  of  a  p^,  in  the  presence  of  three 
witnesses,  and  was  it  tit  that  the  only  case 
in  wluch  the  property  should  be  inalienable 
from  his  heir,  was  when  it  was  to  be  made 
liable  for  ius  father's  debts.    The  honour- 
able member  who  had  spoken  iirst  in  the 
debate,  had  said  that  no  honest  man  would 
omit  to  make  a  provision^  by  will  for  his 
debts,  but  this  bill  was  to  place  every  man 
in  the  situation  of  an  honest  man.     Heap* 
pealed  to  any  gentleman  who  heard  him, 
whether  he  would  wish  his  estate  to  descend 
to  his  heir  without  being  liable  for  his  sim« 
pie  contract  debts ;  and  he  asked,  why  re- 
quire  for  another  what  they   would  be 
ashamed  of  for  themselves  1  It  had  been 
said,  that  credit  had  already  been  carried 
to  too  great  an  extent  in  this  country.    If 
that  were  the  case,  they  had  an  effectual 
mode  of  checking  it,  that  would  be  attendi 
ed  with  considerable  mutual  advantages, 
by  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt.  When 
a  man  was  ready  to  give  up  all  be  possessed, 
he  ought  not  to  be  imprisoned  for  not  do- 
ing what  it  was^mnossibie  for  him  to  do. 
Real  estates  were  aftected  as  well  by  judg- 
ments obtained  on  actions  proved  by  parole 
testimony,  as  by  sealed  instruments  or  wills. 
In  the  formeir  case,  the  charge  amounted  to 
a  lien  on   the  property,      lliis  measure 
would  neither  create  a  lien  nor  lower  the 
value  of  freehold  property.      The  ^aiue 
provision  iu  Scotland  was  not  attended  with 
any  diminution  of  the  value  of  freehold 
properly.     The  objection  that  the  measure 
ought  to  extend  to  copyhold  property,  he 
could  not  answer  as  satisfactorily  as  the 
others.    The  bill  that  bad  been  alluded'tot 
had  been  brought  in  by  a  very  learned 
member  of  his  profession  ( Mr.  Ambler), 
and  had  bailed,  perhaps,  from  havmg  iuclud- 
ed  in  it  copyhold  and  customary  freehold 
property.     It  would  be  better  to  proceed 
gradually.    This  as  a  first  step  of  a  system 
would  be  an  important  measure ;  as  a  ^ 
gle  measure  it  would  be  highly  beneficial. 
It  would  be  extremely  desirable  that  copy- 
holds should  abo  be  made  liable;  but  if 
the  house  adopted  his  measure,  he  trusted 
they  would  not  stop  there.    As  to  the  ob- 
jection, that  this  principle  would  take  in  es- 
tates in  tail,  he  should  only  say,  that  he 
knew  not  why  they  oiiglit  not  to  be  liable. 
It  was  a  mmm  of  the  cour^  m  which  his 
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right  honourable  friend  presided  ^vith  so 
iinuch  beneiit  to  the  country,  that  a  man 
should  always  be  taken  to  do  that  whkh  he. 
ought  to  do;  and  certamly  as  the  tenant  in 
t^U  might,  by  his  own  act,  have  made  the 
estate  liable  to  his  specialty  debts,  there 
ivas  no  good  reason  why  the  principle 
•<>ught  not  to  be  extended  to  such  estates. 

Mr.  Canning  observed,  that  though  feel- 
logs  of  veneration  for  every  institution  of 
Qur  ancestors  ought  not  to  be  carried  to 
excess  and  bigotry,  they  ought  to  oper- 
ate so  far  as  to  prevent  any  rash  alterations. 
Innovations  of  this  nature  ought  to  be  re- 
garded with  the  utmost  jealousy,  and  to  be 
(examined  with  the  utmost  scrupulousness. 
'Without  meaning  any  disrespect  to  tbe 
hoa.  and  learned  gent,  who  projposed  this 
bill,  (for  as  tq  hi3  abilities  there  could  be 
l^ut  one  opinion)  Jie  must  say,  that  it  was  in 
his  own  opinion,  and  ihat  of  many  others, 
that  a  measure  of  this  nature  ought  rather 
to  have  originated  in  the  other  house,  where 
it  might  have,  in  the  first  stages^  imdergone 
the  revision  of  the  great  law  magistrates. 
This  ought  to  have  been  the  case,  though 
the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  had  heard  of  no 
diti^rence  of  opinion  on  the  subject ;  but 
if  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  existing 
there  that  point  well  deserved  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent's  consideration.  TJie  parti- 
cular ol^iect  of  this  bill  vvas  to  meet  the 
cases  of  fraud  with  regard  to  freehold 
estates,  but  he  admitted  that  with  regard 
to  copyhold  and  entailed  estates  the  room 
for  frauds  would  still  be  left  open,  But 
lie  insinuated  that  this  was  only  meant  as  a 
prelimmary  step  to  similar  alterations  with 
r^ard  to  copyhold  and  entailed  estates. 
In  this  view  he  had  strong  objections  to  the 
bill.  The  hon.  and  learned  gent,  admitted 
that  one  dopr  would  be  left  open  for  fraud 
in  the  purchase  of  copyhold  estates;  he 
would  ask  him  whether  previous  debts 
were  intended  to  sifpersede  subsecjuent  set- 
tlements of  freehold  estates,  and  to  be  good 
•against  purchasers?  If  they  were  not,  the 
object  of  the  bill  would  be  evaded ;  if  they 
were,  then  you  would  only  be  doing  away 
pne  opportunity  for  fraud,  in  order  to  ere- 
mite a  stronger.  The  hon.  and  learned  g^nt. 
bad  stated,  that  this  w^as  becoming  in  a 
great  degree  a  commercial  country,  and 
that  in  that  respect  its  situation  wais  become 
different  from  what  it  was  whei^  this  law 
with  regard  to  property  had  been  establisb- 
4sdf  This  was  certainly  true,  but  though 
4ie  felt  well  disposed  towards  the  comuiisr- 


cial  intei-esls  of  the  country,  ^<et  lie  did  not 
think  that  tiiey  ought  to  be  promoted  at  the 
sacrifice  pro  tantp  of  the  ^^ermanent  land^ 
ed  interest.  He  did  not  think  tliat  this  M'as 
wanted.  But  why  did  not  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent,  make  his  bill  exactly  cona- 
mensuratc  with  his  object?  Why  did  he 
not  apply  it  merely  to  the  landholder  engag- 
ed in  commerce,  and  adopt  the  suggestitm 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gent,  (the 
Master  of  the  Rolls)  for  confining  it  to  the 
first  purchasers  of  freehold  estates.  Yo^ 
might  secure  the  object  by  extending  the 
bankrupt  laws  to  these  cases.  But  as  Uk 
the  general  doctrine  of  the  adaptation  of, 
laws  to  the  supposed  state  of  the  couu^ 
try,  it  would  open  a  door  for  all  reforma- 
tion. In.  the  reign  of  tlie  philosophers  <if 
France,  there  was  nothing  great  or  venera- 
ble in  antiquity  that  was  not  attacked,  befoii; 
the  great  revolution  which  rendered  these 
changes  odious  to  all  the  world.  If  we 
were  to  look  generally  at  the  fitness  of 
things,  he  ^ould  undertal^e  with  half' the 
uigenuity  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gent.,  t»  ' 
prove  to  the  conviction  of  speculative  mea 
and  many  others,  that  there  was  potlun^ 
that  bad  been  hitherto  iield  venerable  in 
our  law,  that  did  not  require  reformation. 
He  could  prove,  that  the  right  of  pritnor 
geriiture  ought  to  be  abolished,  and  tliat  it 
was  improper  to  leave  almost  the  whole  to 
lazy  drones  of  elder  brothers,  and  leave  the 
rest  to  make  their  way  iu  the  world  as  they 
c(.uld.  If  you  began  with  these  notions^ 
there  was  no  end  tp  them.  He  had  theie-' 
fore,  his  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  passing 
this  law/  and  these  doubts  were  not  remov- 
ed. He  would  not,  however,  oppose  tlw. 
second  reading,  because  he  wished  to  ob- 
serve what  amendments  might  be  made  m 
it,  but  he  rather  thought  that  he  must  be 
.under  the  necessity  of  opposing  its  ultimate 
success. 

The  Solicitor  General,  in  explanatioxu 
denied  his  having  said  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  proceed  further.  He  had  merely 
stated,  that  it  might  possibly  appear  proper 
to  parliament  to  make  other  alterations  in 
the  course  of  lime.  He  had  no  personal 
object  whatever  in  this  measure.  His  sole 
motive  for  bringing  it  forward,  was  a  con- 
viction of  the  benefits  which  the  public 
would  derive  from  it. 

Mr.  Canning  disclaimed  havuig  imputed 
any  personal  motive  to  the  hon.  aud  learn- 
ed gentleman.  ^ 

The  Attopiry  General  s\xf]^oxiQd  the  hfXL 
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on  the  grounds  of  justice  and  iporality,  and 
his  only  wonder  was,  that  s*  measure  of  this 
nature  had  not  bt^en^  brought  forward  soon- 
er. The  object  was  to  compel  the  heir  to 
do  that  justice  which  his  ancestor  miglit  be 
prevented  from  doing  by  various  causes. 

.  Our  veneration  for  the  institutions  of  our 
ancestors  must  be  limited  by  a  regard  to 
justice*     He  denied  that  ^he  evil  which  this 

,  bill  went  to  remedy  was  merely  a  s|>ecific 
and  partial  one.  The  tendency  of  our  law 
vr^s  to  facilitate  tlye  alienation  of  landed 
property,  and  to  get  rid  *of  feudalties,  and 
that  was  certainly  not  a  partial  remedy 
which  went  to  render  the  real  estates  of 
persons  dying  in  debt,  and  perhaps  wishing 
lo  discharge  them,  liable  for  these  debts. 
It  would  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  many 
persons,  who  without  any  fraudulent  inten- 
tions found  themselves,  at  the  moment  of 
dissolution,  unable  to  make  arrangements 
for  paying  their  debts  as  the  law  now  stood. 
It  would  be  i  great  satisfaction  to  them  to 
have  the  conviction  that  their  debts  would 
he  paid  from  their  real  estates.  He  denied 
that  a  bill  of  this  kind  ought  with  any  pecu- 
liar .  properly  to  originate  in  the  other 
house.  The  great  law  magistrates  would 
have  the  measure  before  them  in  due 
iiine^  if  it  passed  this  house.  He  thought 
that  the  house  and  the  country  were  un- 
der great  obligations  to  his  lion,  and  learn- 
ed friend  for  his  bill.  He  was  giad  that 
the  subject  had  been  brought  for\vard 
and  laid  open  to  public  discussion. 
.  Mr.  Perceval  xv^Sy  upon  the  whole,  rather 
disposed  to  favour  the  bill,  for  tiie  object 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  was  one 
which  ought  certainly  to  be  promoted,  if 
that  could  be  done  without  injury  to  the 
proprietors  of  land,  and  he  was  glad  that 
there  seemed  a  disposition  on  all  sides  to 
canvass  this  business  more  maturely.  The 
very  reason  that  rendered  it  proper  tQj)ause 
iipon  it  was  that  which  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gent,  (tlie  Attoniey  General}  had  urged 
in  its  favour.  He  had  expressed  his  surprize 
that  such  a  measure  had  not  been  propos- 
ed before.  '!  his  might  be  owing  to  some 
difficulties  atteudhig  it  which  were  not  at 
present  observed,  and  therefore  it  was  pro- 
per to  proceed  with  caution.  The  cases  of 
copyhold  estates  and  of  estates  sold  subse- 
quent to  debts  contracted,  mentioned  by 
his  right  hon.  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Canning) 
would  be  very  material  difficulties.  How- 
ever, llie  bill  had  so  much  merit,  with  regard 
to  poThous  dying  and  leaving  their  debts 


unsettled  through  inadvertence,  and  not 
from  any  dislionesit  intention,  that  it  had 
his  most  hearty  approbation  at  present. 

Mn  Morris  observed,  that  the  case  of 
subsequent  settlements  mentioned  by  the 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Cannmg)  over  the  way, 
had  been  alreadyprovided  for  by  the  statirte 
of  Elizabeth.  The  case  of  prhnogenitare 
was  not  at  all  like  the  present  No  remark- 
able grievance  arose  from  that.  He  was 
giad  to  find  that  the  right  hon.  and  leaned 
gent,  below  (the  Master  of  the  Rolls)  had 
not  given  this  measure  a  decided  and  deli- 
berate opposition. — ^Tlie  bill  was  then  read 
a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to-morrow  se'nnight. 

[Nbw  Plan  or  Fiwancb.]  Mr. 
Hobl)i)use  brought  np  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  Finances  of  ifae  eomtry. 
On  the  motion  that  the  resolulieiis'  be 
read, 

Mr.  Sfurges  Bourne,  suggested  tlie  pro- 
priety of  delaying  the  fiiTtber  consideratioa 
of  this  important  qnestion,  which  went  to 
subvert  the  principles  on  which  the  whole 
financial  system  of  the  country :  and  that, 
too,  without  the  house  bemg  in  possession 
of  several  necessary  documents.  There  was 
no  estimate  on  the  table  of  the  produce  of 
the  war  taxes,  and  on  this  subject  the  house 
had  only  the  assertion  of  the  noble  lord, 
which,  however  respectable,  was  not  of 
itself  a  sufficient  authority.  At  that  period 
of  the  night,  too,  he  could  hardly  think  that 
the  noble  lord  would  press  the  discussion. 
What  necessity  wns  there  for  haste  1  If  the 
measure  was  to  be  followed  by  taxes,  it 
might  be  expedient  to  lose  no  time  ui  pas- 
sing the  bills  through  the  house ;  but  titia 
was  not  the  case ;  and  with  respect  to  Hie 
loan,  the  loan  of  last  year  ^vas  contracted 
for  at  a  much  later  period,  and  he  wTia 
satisfied  that  no  inconvenience  coald  arise 
from  delaying  it  for  at  least  two  months. 
He  had  no  party  views  in  what  he  stated^ 
but  he  w?is  convinced,  that  the  house  had 
not  had' time  to  render  tliemsclves  compe- 
tent to  decide  on  this  momentous  question. 
If,  hmvever,  they  were  to  be  compelled  to 
come  to  a  decision,  he  for  one  felt  it  im- 
possible to  vote  for  the  first  and  second 
resolutions,  because  they  went  to  mortgage* 
the  war  taxes,  many  of  which  wonld  not 
be  availabfifi  in  time  of  peace,  and  many 
others,  which  policy  owght  to  induce  w 
at  that  period  to  repeal  or  modify.  Of  this 
latter  class,  were  the  duties  on  spirits  and 
tea.    Justice  also  demanded  that  the  ton-* 
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nage  duties  should  cease  with  the  war ;  and 
there  was  another  duty  which  bore  wiUi 
peculiar  severity  on  the  lower  classes  of  the 
people,  and  which  ought  to  be  got  rid  of 
as  soon  as  possible ;  he  meant  the  last  duty 
on  Malt,  to  which  he  should  even  prefer 
retaming  the  Property  tax.  For  these  aud 
other  reasons  he  could  not  aj^ree  to  the  first 
and  second  resolutions.  As  to  the  general 
principle,  he  confessed  he  was  not  prepared 
to  enter  into  it  any  further  than  by  statin^;, 
that  it  appeared  to  counteract  that  which 
had  baea  hitherto  our  object,  namely,  the 
restraining  of  the  Fundiug  system.  To  that 
object. we  had  closely  adliered  until  the 
year  1 802,  when  a  i^rtial  de})arture  was 
made  from  it;  but  we  were  now  called  upon 
to  do  away  what  was  the  justification  of 
that  departure.  He  warmly  agreed  to  giv- 
ing the  country  repose  from  taxation  for 
several  years ;  but  he  wished  that  the  noble 
lord  would  not  look  so  far  into  futurity, 
but  content  himself  with  proposing  a  plan 
for  4  or  5  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
period,  tiie  house  and  the  country  would 
become  better  judges  of  the  system  which 
it  would  be  eligible  to  adopt 

Mr.  iJ.  Thornton  requested  to  know, 
whether  it  was  intended  that  the  debate 
should  proceed  at  that  hour  ? 

Lord  J/.  Petty  observed,  that  the  debate 
was  last  week  fixed  f6r  that  evening.  If  at 
a  late  hour,  it  should  appear  that  there  were 
iome  gentlemen  yet  desirous  of  giving  tlieir 
opinions,  it  would  be  in  the  judgment  of  the 
house  to  adjourn  the  further  discussion  of 
the  question. 

Mr.  Rose  could  see  no  possible  objec- 
tion to  a  postponement  of  the  debate.  On 
«  measure  of  such  immense  consequence 
be  could  not  think  that  the  noble  lord 
would  press  the  commencement  of  a  dis- 
cussion at  between  8  and  o  o'clock.  Many 
gentlemen,  he  for  one,  were  anxious  to  de- 
liver their  opinions,  and  there  would  be  no 
chance  of  ending  the  debate  that  night. 
All  he  wished  for,  was  a  postponement  Until 
to-morrow ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread),  who  had  a 
motion  which  stood  for  to-morrow,  would 
I eadily  ai^ree  to  put  it  off. 

Lord  H.  Pettff  observing  that  his  hon. 
friend  was  not  present,  dechifed  that  he 
could  not  answer  for  him  on  tliat  subject, 
but  that  he  had  strong  reason  to  believe, 
that  as  he  had  three  times  postponed  lib 
IBOtion,  he  would  not  consent  to  any  further 
^eJay.     If,  however,  the  iion*  gent,  oppo- 


ties  would  take  the  chance  of  the  debate 
the  present  question  commencing  to-nu 
row,  after  that  motion  should  be  dispose 
of,  he  had  no  ob)ectio!i  to  its  standhig  ovt 

Lord  Hoivick  expressed  the  same  o| 
nion  as  his  noble  friend,  as  the  motion 
his  lion,  friend  was  one  of  considerable  ii 
portance  (the  Poor  laws),  and^would  n 
conveniently  admit  of  further  procrastin 
tion. 

*Lord  H,  Petty,  at  length  left  it  to  tl 
discretion  of  tlie  gentlemen  on  the  otht 
side,  whether  the  report  should  be  discu 
sed  now  or  to-morrow,  and  the  consider 
lion  of  the  report  was  accordingly  pos 
poned. 


HousB  OF  Lords. 
Thursday,  February  ip. 
[Ml NUTES.]   The  royal  assent  was  givi^ 
by  commission  to  the  Irish  Treasury  Bil 
bill,  the  Irish  Militia  Service  bill,  the  Iris 
Gunpowder  Ini)>ortation  bill,  the  Canad 
Yarn  bill,  the  Seamen  and  Soldiers'  Sedut 
tion  bill,  the  Annual  Indenniity  bill,  the  Con 
troverted  Elections  Trial  Amendment  bil 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Trade  Regulatioi 
bill,  the  Barrack  Commissioners  bill.  Bow 
yer's  Lottery  bill,  and  Lorddfe  Dunstanvilie' 
Indenmity  bill.     The  commisioners  w^er« 
the  lord  chancellor^  lords  Walsingliam  an< 
Auckland- — ^Tfae  Newfoundland  Fish  Im 
l)ortation  bill,  was  read  a  second  time.    . 


IIousB  OF  Commons. 
Thursday,  February  ig. 

[Minutes.]  At  four  o'clock  the  hous< 
)>roceeded  to  ballot  for  a  committee  to  tak« 
into  consideration  the  petition  complaining 
of  an  undue  return  for  Rochester.  Soor 
afler,  Mr.  White  appeared  at  the  bar  witl 
the  reduced  list,  which  was  as  follows 
F.  C.  Cooper,  esq.  R.  Dawson,  esq.  H 
Shelley,  esq.  sir  R.  Barclay,  bart.  S.  Stevens 
esq.  C.  Cockrell,  esq.  E.  Bastard,  esq.  J 
Blackburn,  esq.  J.  Brogden,  esq.  C.  Moore 
esq.  H.  Bankes,  esq.  J.  Asdell,  esq.  C 
O'Hara,  esq.  Nominees,  Hon.  J.  W.  Ward 
M.  A.  Taylor,  esq. — In  consequence  of  thi 
absence  of  a  {Professional  peVsou,  the  hous 
could  not  proceed  to  a  ballot  for  a  com 
mittee  on  the  Down  Patrick  |)elition;  i 
therefore  necessarily  stood  over  until  to-mbi 
row,  when  it  was  ordered,  on  the  motion  c 
lord  Howick,  that  the  house  should  be  calle 
over. — A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  th 
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Borougli  of  Derby,  in  the  rootn  of  Edward 
Coke,  esq.  who,  since  bis  election,  has  ac- 
cepted of  the  Chilterii  hundreds. — Sir  Ualph 
Milbankc,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
|H)inted  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of 
tiie  Petition  of  the  hou.  Richard  N<*vil)e 
and  William  Henry  Freniantle,  e5«q.;  and 
also  of  the  Petititm  of  Niciiolas  Vincent, 


clerk,  Edward  Herrjni^,  John  Smith,  and 
Edmtttid  Nepeau,  jiTcntlcmen,  severatlv  com- 
plaining of  ixn  undue  election  and  return 
lor  the  borough  of  Saltash,  in  the  couhty 
of  Cornwall,  informed  the  house,  That  it 
appeared  to  the  s-aid  Committee,  That  the 
merits  of  the  )H4itious  did  depend  uixni  the 
right  of  elecliou ;  aud  that  therefore  the 
laid  committee  required  the  counsel  for 
the  several  parties  to  deliver,  to  the  clerk 
of  the  said  committee,  statements,  in  wri- 
ting, of  the  right  of  election  for  which  they 
lespectively  contended ;  that  m  consequence 
thereof,  the  counsel  fo«-  the  petitioners  de- 
livered 10  a  statement  as  follows :  '  That 

*  the  right  of  voting  for  members  to  serve  in 

*  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Saltash  is 

*  in  the  mayor  aud  free  burgesses  of  the  bo- 

*  rough  of  Saltasli,  being  members  of  the 
«  corporation  within  the  same  :*  That  the 
counsel  for  the  sitting  members,  Matthew 
Russell  and  Arthur  Champernowne,  esq. 
delivered  in  a  statement  as  tbllo\>  s:  <  That 

*  the  right  of  clectiou  of  members  to  serve 

*  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Saltash, 

*  in  tlie  county  of  Cornwall,  is  in  evcr\ 

*  person  seised  of  an  estate  for  life,  or  some 
.  •  greater  estate,  in  an  entire'  ancient  bur- 

*  6*tge  tenement,  situate  within  the  borough 

*  aforesaid,  whereon  an  ancient  dwelling 

*  house  now  stauds  or  formerly  stood,  and  in 

*  no  other  |>ersons/  That,  upon  the  stiite- 
ment  delivered  in  by  the  counsel  for  the  sit- 
ting members,  the  said  committee  have  de- 
termiued.  That  the  right  of  election,  as  set 
forth  in  the  said  statement,  is  not  the  right 
of  election  for  the  said  borough  of  Saltash ; 
that  upon  the  statement  delivered  in  by  the 
comisel  for  the  said  several  )>etitioncrs,  tJie 
said  committee  have  determined,  that  the 
right  of  election,  as  set  forth  in  the  said 
statement,  is  the  right  of  election  for  the 
taid  borough  of  Saltash,  so  far  as  the  said 
right  is  therein  described:  that  the  said 
Committee,  having  duly  considered  tlie  said 
statements,  and  the  evidence  adduced  be- 
ibre  them,  touching  the  right  of  election 
for  the  said  bofough  of  Saltash,  have  de- 
lermined^  that  the  right  of  votiog  for  mem 


hers  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  borovglr 
of  Saltash  is  iu  the  mayor  and  free  bur* 
gesses  of  the  borough  of  Saltash,  being 
members  of  the  corporation  within  the 
same,  and  in  no.  other  persons. — That  the 
said  committee  have  also  determined,  that 
Matthew  Russell  and  Arthur  Champer- 
nowne, esqrs  are  not  duly  elected;  that 


csq.John8cQtt,esq.  tjieKcv.  Rob.  Hughes^l  the  hon.  Richard   Neville,  the  petitioner. 


ought  to  have  been  returned  a  burgess  to 
ser^'e  in  this  present  parliament  for  the  said 
borough  ;  that  the  said  hon.  JUchard  Ne- 
ville, is  (luly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
this  present  parliament  for  the  said  borough ; 
Uiat  the  safd  committee  have  determined, 
that  W.  H.  Fremantle,  esq.  the  petitioner, 
ought  to  have  been  returned  a  burgess  to 
serve  in  this  present  parliament  for  the  said 
borough ;  that  the  said  W.  H.   Fremantle 
esq.  is  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
this  present  |)arliament  for  the  said  borough: 
and  that  tlie  opposition  of  the  said  M.  Rus« 
sell  and  A.  Champernowne,  esqrs,  to  the 
said  several  petitions,  did  not  appear  to  the 
said  committee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious. 
Ordered,  That  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown 
do  attend  this  boose,  to-morrow,  with  the 
last  relum  for  the  borough  of  Saltash,  and 
amend  the  same;  by  rasing  out  the  names  of 
M.  Russell,  esq.  and  A.  Champernowne,  esq. 
and  uiserting  the  names  of  the  hon.  R.  Ne- 
ville, and  W.  H.  Fremantle,  esq.  instead 
thereof. — Mr.  Praed,.  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointcfl  to  try  and  determme  the 
merits  of  the  petition  of.  T.   Bemey,  J. 
Howard,  J.  Petchell,  jun.  E.  Smith,  M. 
Smith,  and  J.  Howard,  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  complaining  of  an  undue 
election  and  return  for  the  said  county,  i»>- 
formed  the  house  that  the  said  committee 
have  determined,  that  the  right  hon.  Wil- 
liam Windham,  and  Thomas  William  Coke, 
esq.  are  not  duly  elected  knights  of  the  shire 
to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for  the 
said  county :  aud  that  the  opposition  of  the 
said  right  hon.  W.  Windham  and  T.  W. 
Coke,  esq.  to  the  said  petition,  did  not  ap- 
pear to  the  said  committee  to  be  frivolous 
or  vexatious.    And  the  said  determinations 
were  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  Jouraals 
of  this  house.--Ordered,  tliat  Mr.  Speaker 
do  issue  his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the 
crown,  to  make  oat  a  new  writ  for  the  elec- 
ting of  two  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in 
this  present  parliament  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  in  the  room  of  the  right  hon.  W. 
Windham  and  T.  W.  Coke,  esq.  who  haw 
been  declared  to  be.  not  duly  elected^ 
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[Poaa-LAws  Bill.]  Mr;  WhUbread 
tose  and  spoke  as  follows :— -Mr.  Speaker ;  I 
rise  to  siibnht  to  the  consideration  of  this 
house,  one  of  the  most  interesting  prbposi- 
tions  which  ever  occupied  the  attenftion  of 
any  deliberative  assembly  upon  earth.  I  wish 


and  to  btifinble  the  pride~  6f  man,  tbes6' 
schemes,'  reared  upon  a  foundation  appa- 
rently so  soHd,  by  workmen  so  able,  hatdt 
been  inadequate  to  the  object  they  had  in 
view.  It  is  an  assertion  now  pretty  gene- 
rally made,  that  the  system  of  otir  poor- 


to  engage  you  in  an  attempt  at  the  solution   laws  has  served  to  degraftle  those  whom  it 


of  the  nhost  d  ifficul  t  of  all  political  problems; 
namely,  how  to  reduce  the  sum  of  human 
vice  and  misery,  and  how  to  augmeiit  that 
of  human  happiness  and  virtue  amongst 
the  Subjects  of  thi^  realm. — Sir,  this  at- 
teiript  has  been  often  and  fruitlessly  made ; 
nevertheless  I  do.  not  think  the  success  of 
it  impossible.  However  great  the  diffi- 
culty,* it  is  o^r  duty  to  endeavour  at  least 
tor  overcome  it.— Siri  I  will  not  now  detain 
-the  house  by  cCn  in^estigatton  of  the.trri- 
l^al  constitution  of  socf&ty  \  or  enter  into 
the  abstract  right  of  man  to  the  Succour 
Bad  support  of  his  fellow  creatures.  Whe- 
ther that  fight  exist  of  not;  as  individurals, 
"we  could  never  refuse  relief  to  intiocence, 
ot  even  to  guilt  in  distress ;  neither,  as 
part  of  a  legislature,  could  We  ever  be 
'brought  to  say  that  such  assistance  shall 
not  be  attainable  through  the  medium  of 
the  faW,  More  than  two  <::enturies  have 
-elapsed,  since  afler  a  succession  of  efforts, 
tending  to'  the  same  end,  there  was  embo- 
died upon  your  statute-bdbk,  the  great 
Christian  principle,  '^  that  you  should  do 
unto  ot'hers  as  you  wouid  that  others 
should  do  unto  you."  What  theory  could 
be  more  delightful  ?  As  a  state/  you  un- 
'dertook  tOvfeed  the  hungry— ito  cl6th6  the 
ndked-^to  visit  the  sick-— to  protect  the 
fatherless— ^to  assist  the  witfow — to  find  em- 
ployment for  the  healthy  and  necessitous— 
and  to  coYApel  work  from  the  dissolute  and 
the  idle.-»*-Sir,  these  plans  were  devised 
duritig  the  reign  Of  Elizabeth  ;  the  glories 
of  which  are  still  vivid  in  the  annals  of  our 
history.  They  were  projected  and  car- 
Tierf  ilito  execution  under  the  auspices  of 
some  of  the  wisest  statesmen  that  ever  pre- 
sided in  the  councils  of  any  country.  They 
were  not  t^e  suddeq  production'  of  one 
particular  period.  They  had  occupied  the 
attention  ,of  the  legislature  during  the 
whole  of  that  long  and  prospemus  reign. 
From  the  5th  to  the  14th — to  the  19th— 
to  the  39th  down  to  tlie  43  d  of  the  queen, 
we  find  a  constant  suCcessioq  of  statutes, 
bearing  testimony  to  the  constant  direc* 


was  intended  to  e^alt,  to'destroy  the  spillt 
of  independence,  throughout  our  land  ;  to 
hold  out  hopes  which  cannot  be  realized; 
to  encourajge  idleness  and  vTce'r  and  to 
produce  a  superfluous  po)>ulation,  the 
offspring  of  improvidence,  and  the  early 
victim  of  misery  and  wanf.  That  which 
^in  speculation  ought  to  hWe  been'  otlt 
glory,  has  been"  turned'  to  our  reproach. 
A  comtait^ee  of  this  house,  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  state  of  the  poor  of  Ire. 
land  (where  great  wretchedness  is  said  to 
prevail)  aiid  to  Suggest  some  remedy,'bave 
solemnly  rejected  the  system  of  your  poor- 
laws,  as  likely,  not  only  to  be  exceedingly 
oppressive  to  the  land-owner,  but  to  aggra- 
vate the  distress  of  those  for  whose  relief 
they  would  be  enacted. — Sir,  there  hai^ 
been'agfeat  revolution  in  thepubitc  mind. 
Till  within  a  very  few  years  of  the  period 
in  Which  I  am  speaking,  the  43d  of  Eliza- 
beth^ was,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expres- 
sion, Considered  as  the6i6/e  on  this  subjl^t. 
Many  persons  observing  the  rapid  increase 
of  the  burthens  fmposed  by  thiat  stktutd,* 
have  projected  plabs  of  reform,  and  the 
legislature  has  adopfied  many  new  acts': 
but  fhey  have  all  proceeded  upon  the  sanih 
principle.  Nof  one  ever  ventured  to  sur- 
mise that  the  system  itself  was  radically 
defective  and  vicious :  and  evenr  the  lastf 
projector,  R^r.  Pitt,  to  whose  benevolent 
intention  I  wish  to  bear  sincere  testinibny,' 
proceeded  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
base  upon  which  we  had  so  long  stobd  wan 
stable  and  sound.  His  plan  proVtd  abor* 
tive,  and  indeed  in  most  of  it^  parts  it  Was, 
I  am  confident,  absolutely  im))racticable. 
I  might  presutne  to  mention  myself  as 
having,  about  tfaesan^ie  time,  and  before, 
at  a  stiH  earliei"  date,  proposed  to  the  house 
the  adoption  of  8o^6  regulations,  which  I 
then  thought  ^ould  be  beneficial.  Tber 
house  did  not,  in  either  instance,  think 
propel'  to  pass  them :'  and,-  fi^r,  having  now 
in  view  ohjebts  of  a  mixcb  iQore  extensive 
nature,  it  is  not  my  intention' again  tare- 
Vive  those  regulations.  But,  sir,  the  period 


tion  of  the  care  of  the  government  towards  is  arrived,  in  which  I  think  it  seems,  by 
that  otjject :  till,  at  last,  the  work  was  'common  consent^  to  be'  admitted,  thi^ 
complete.— But,'  sir,  ak  if  it  were  to  con-  some  atepB'  must  be  taken «  Yon  have 
ibund  the  tpecuUtions  of  huniMX  wisdom^  lately  had*  severe  visittKions  frotmthe  hiMid 
Vot.VIlI,  i     3K 
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of  Providence,  which  have  roused  your  at* 
tention  to  the  state  of  your  community. 
It  has  been  said,  that  those  calamities  have 
been  greatly  increased  by  the  depression 
they  have  occasioned  of  the  character  of 
your  labouring  poor.  It  has  been  said, 
that  necessity  having  overcome  the  honest 
pride  which  formerly  withheld  a  man  from 
resorting  to  parochial  relief,  he  no  longer 
cares  to  recover  his  independence,  but 
now  voluntarily  resorts  to  that  assistance 
which  he  would  before  have  indignantly 
avoided.— That  such  was  the  effect  during 
the  continuance  of  scarcity  (and  even  since 
it  has  ceased)  no  man  can  deny  :  but,  sir, 
I  am  willing  to  believe,  and  not  without 
ground,  that  that  effect  is  gradually  wear- 
ing off;  that  the  mind  of  the  labouring 
class  is  recovering  its  elasticity,  and  that 
the  proper  pride  of  independence  has,  in  a 
degree  at  least,  resumed  its  place.— Sir,  by 
the  accurate  returns  which  have  of  late 
years  been  laid  before  parliament,  your  si- 
tuation is  exposed  to  your  view*  The 
spectacle  is  indeed  fearful,  but  it  must  be 
contemplated.  In  order  to  cure  any  wound, 
we  must  know  its  exact  situation  and  depth. 
— By  the  abstracts  then  upon  your  table, 
which  were  made  up  in  the  year  1803,  it 
will  appear,  that  upon  a  population  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  (exclusive  of  your  army 
and  navy)  of  8,870,000  souls j  not  less 
than  1,234,000  are  partakers  of  parochial 
relief.  That  is,  that  nearly  one  seventh 
part  of  your  population  is  indebted  to  the 
rest  wholly,  or  in  part,  for  their  support : 
and  by  far  the  larger  part  of  that  number 
is  wholly  subsisted  without  any  exertion  of 
their  own.  Sir,  it  is  also  proved  that,  ex- 
clusively of  all  collateral  expencc,  such  as 
army,  militia,  &:c.  which  is  raised  at  the 
same  time  with  the  rate  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  and  paid  out  of  it ;  there  had  been 
raised, 'in  the  year  ending  at  Easter,  1803, 
for  the  maintenance  and  relic;f  of  the  poor 
alone^the  sum  of  4,267,000/.;  being  al- 
most double  the  sum  raised  for  the  same 
purpose,  on  the  average  of  the  years  1783, 
■  1784rl785,andnearly  treble  the  sum  raised 
in  1 77^.— Sir,  that  a  remedy  for  an  evil  so 
great  and  so  rapidly  increasing,  ought  im- 
mediately to  be  sought,  aU  will  be  ready 
.  to  agree :  and  I  stand  up  before  you,  under 
.  the  persuasion  that  I  shall  be  able  to  pro- 
pose to  you  improvements,  regulations,  and 
modifications,  to  effect  that  end,  which  will 
not  be  found  wholly  unworthy  of  your  at- 
tention .T-However  jmall  my  personal 
.claims  to  consideration  may  be,  1  am  sure 


in  the  contemplation,  of  my  task,  I  shall 
meet  with  the  favour  of  this  house.  I 
desire  no  support  from  my  best  friends, 
but  that  which  the  merits  of  my  plan  may 
seem  to  deserve*  I  am  sure  I  shall  en- 
counter no  opposition  but  that  which  its 
demerits  extort;  and  I  am  equally  sure 
that  at  this  moment  there  does  not  exist 
an  individual  throughout  the  nation,  who 
does  not  wish  me  success. — Sir,  I  desiic 
here  to  put  in  a  rational  claim  to  your  at- 
tention, by  assuring  both  you  and  the  house, 
that  I  am  no  visionary  entliusiast,  seeking 
after  universal  plenty  and  comforti  aud 
imaginary  perfection*  I  know  the  laws  of 
God  to  hie  immutable,  and  bow  to  their  uu- 
controolable  force*  1  believe  man  to  be 
bom  to  labour  as  the  sparks  fly  upwards ; 
that  a  certain  portion  of  misery  is  insepa- 
rable from  mortality;  end  that  all  plans 
for  the  lodging,  clothing,  and  feeding  of 
all  niankind,  with  what  may  be  called  com- 
fort, are  quite  impossible  in  practice.— 
Sir,  there  i»  a  saying  upon  record,  of  one 
of  the  most  amiable  roonarchs  that  ever 
filled  a  throne,  (I  mean  Henry  IV*  of 
France)  which  from  its  benevolence  is  so 
captivating,  that  it  has  spread  through  all 
languages,  and  passed  through  every  mouth. 
He  is  said  to  have  expressed  a  wish,  that 
he  might  live  to  see  the  day  when  every 
peasant  in  his  kingdom  should  have  a  pul'- 
let  in  his  kettle*  Sir,  I  will  not  indulge 
in  such  a  wish  with  regard  to  the  subjects 
of  this  kingdom,  because  I  know  that  phy- 
sically it  cannot  be  accomplished.  Th^ 
earth  does  not  produce  wherewithal  to 
gratify  such  a  desire ;  and  whatever  may 
be  tlie  first  impulses  of  our  feeling,  in  or- 
der to  do  good,  we  must  chastise  and  re- 
duce them  within  the  sphere  of  action.—* 
Sir,  I  have  read  in  an  account  of  the  set- 
tlements in  New  South  Wales,  that  some  of 
the  unhappy  convicts  who  %ere  transported 
to  that  distant  clime,  laboured  under  an  un- 
accountable delusion,  that  adjoining  t^the 
land  iu  which  they  were  destined  to  dwell, 
there  existed  a  region  wherein  the  earth 
brought  forth  her  fruits  spofitaneouslvr&nd 
her  productions  could  be  enjoyed  without 
toil,  in  luxurious  and  sensual  indolence. 
So  strong  was  the  impression,  that  they 
actually  set  out  in  quest  of  this  fancied 
spot.  Their  fate  need  not  be  toId« 
Some,  after  incredible  toils  aud  hardships, 
returned  exhausted  with  hunger  and  h' 
|igue ;  the  rest  perished  in  the  wilderness, 
aud  their  carcases  became  a  prey  to  the  . 
beasts  of  the  desert  aud  the  birds  pi  ^ 
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air.-^TliUB,  sir,  if  any  {>olitician  undar  a 
similar  species  of  deknion,  were  to  profess 
that  be  could  lead  mankind  by  any  path 
to  the  attainment  of  universal  plenty  and 
comfort,  he  and  bis  followers  would  imme- 
diately be  overwhelmed  in  the  wilderness 
of  error.-— But  here,  I  must  stop  to  say, 

'  that  after  the  most  anxious  and  patient  re- 
search into  the  state  of  society  in  these 
kingdoms,  during  a  long  period,  I  believe 
the  situation  of  the  lower  and  more  useful 
classes  to  be  better  in  every  respect  than 
at  any  former  time :  and  he  who  shall  at- 
tempt to  persuade  them  to  the  contrary, 
must  be  either  weak,  misinformed,  or 
wicked. — Sir,  I  have  in  view  the  practical 
benefit  of  mankind.  In  order  to  form 
myself  for  this  day,  I  have  had  recourse  to 
principles  and  unerring  experience.  Sir, 
I  have  been  undoubtedly  assisted  by  data 
upon  your  table,  furnishing  grounds  of 
action,  soch  as  none  of  my  predecessors 
bad  the  good  fortune  to  possess ;  and  the 
subject  has  lately  been  submitted  to  an 
investigation  much  more  accurate  than 
any  it  had  ever  before  undergone.    One 

.  philosopher  in  particular  -  has  arisen 
amongst  us,  who  has  gone  deeply  into  the 
causes  of  our  present  situation.  I  mean 
Mr«  Malthus.  His  work  upon  Population 
has,  I  believe*  been  very  generally  read  ; 
and  it  has  completed  that  change  of  opi- 
nion  with  regard  to  the  poor-laws,  which 
had  before  been  in  some  measure  begun* 
Sir,  I  have  studied  the  works  of  this  author 
with  as  much  attention  as  1  am  capable  of 
bestowing  upon  any  subject.  I  am  de- 
sirous of  doing  the  most  ample  justice  to 
his  patient  and  profound  research ;  to  the 
inimitable  clearness  of  his  demonstration, 
and  to  the  soundness  of  the  principles  on 
which  he  proceeds.  I  believe  tliem  to  be 
incontrovertible.  But  in  many  of  the 
conclusions  to  which  he  comes,  1  materi- 
ally differ  from  him.  Although  I  believe 
the  design  and  intention  of  the  author 
to  be  most  benevolent,  and  that  so  much 
i&  to  be  collected  from  his  writings,  J 
think  any  man  who  reads  them,  ought  to 
place  a  strict  guard  over  bis  heart,  lest  it 
become  hardened  against  the  distresses  of 
his  fellow  creatures ;  lest  in  learning  that 
misery  and  vice  must  of  necessity  main- 
tain a  footing  in  the  world,  he  give  up  all 
attempt  at  their  subjugation. — Sir,  this 
philosopher  has  delivered  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  the  poor*laws  have  not  only  failed  in 
their  object,  but  that  they  have  been 
produc^va  of  m^ch  more  wretchedness 


than  wduld  hai^e  existed  without  them: 
that  '*  tliough  they  may  have  alleviated  a 
little  the  intensity  of  individual  misforj* 
tune,  they  have  spread  the  evil  over  a 
larger  surface."   [Malthus,  v.  ii.  p.  14^.] 
Many  persons  agreeing  in  this  position, 
have  wished  that  the  whole  system  was 
well   expunged  from  our  statute  book; 
and  perhaps   I  should  not  go  too  far  in 
saying  that  such  is  the  prevailing  senti- 
ment.— But,  sir,  I  think  no  one  has  been 
bold  enough  to  propose  a  total  and  im- 
mediate   abrogation    of    the    poor-laws. 
Sir,  I  peed  hardly  say,  that  no  man  could 
be  bold  enough  to  propose  that,  which 
must  in  its  operation  generate  a  most  for- 
midable political   convulsion,  when    the 
good  to  be  obtained  would  be  at  best  pro- 
blematical and  uncertain.     But  supposing 
the  ultimate  good  to  be  certain :  could 
we,  to  obtain  it^  give  our  consent  to  a 
measure  which,  in  its  dreadful  execution, 
would  be  nlore  widely  fatal  than  any  edict 
which  ever  proceeded  from  the  hand  of 
any  tyrant  conqueror  upon  earth;  which 
would    spread    desolation,    famine,    and 
death  throughout  your  land  ;  and  consign 
to  a  premature  grave,  infirmity,  age,  in. 
fancy,  and  innocence.     Sir,  the  immediate 
abrogation  of  thesp  laws  is  absolutely  out 
of  the  question.  .  I  will  dwell  no  longer 
upon  it. — ^But  their  gradual  abolition  has 
been  suggested  as  practicable  :  and  I  re- 
collect two  plans  only  which  have  been 
laid  before  the  public  for  that  purpose. 
The  one  bears  the  name  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Young,  and  w^s  also  patronized,  as  I  have 
been  told,  by  an  hou.  baronet,  formerly  a 
member  of  this  house,  sir  William  PuU 
teney;  one  whose  opinion    must  always 
carry  with  it  great  weight.    The  other  is 
suggested  by  Mr.  Malthus  himself.    Mr. 
Young's  plan  is  to  take  the  amount  of  the 
rate  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  at  a 
given  tirpe,  and  to  enact  that  it  should  not 
on  any  account  be  increased,     Ultitnate- 
ly,  1  suppose  the  intention  to  be  (or  else 
it  would  not  tend  to  an  extinction  of  the 
rate,  however  it  might  confine  it)  to  draw 
the  line  more  and  more  narrow,  until  at 
last  the  rate  should  be  totally  done  away. 
1  confess,  sir,  that  I  can  by  no  means 
concur  in  the  wisdom,  or  even  the  practi- 
cability of  this  scheme.     But  it  has  been 
so  ably  discussed  by  Mr.  Malthus,  in  the 
appendix  to   the    second  volume  of  his 
work,  that  I  will    thank   the    house  to 
attend  to  me  whilst  I  read  the  passage  ; 
and  it  is  remarkable  enough,  that  in  a 
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iKOte  Qpon^it  passage,  Mr.  Malthus  gives 
us  a  quotation  from  a  work  of  Mr.  Young's 
therein  Mr^  Young  completely   refutes 
himself.     Mr.  Malthus  says,  '*  under  ^ch 
a  lHw,  if  the  distresses  of  the  poo;-  were  to 
be  aggravated  tenfold,  eixhe;:  .by  the  in- 
crease of  numbers  or  the  recurrence  of  a 
scarcity,  the  same  sum  would  be  inva- 
riably appropriated  to  their  relief.     If  the 
statute  which  gives  the  poor  a  right  to 
support    vjeje    to    remain    unexpunged, 
we  should  add  to  the  cruelty  of  starving 
them,  the  extreo^e  injustice  of  still  pro- 
ifessing  to  relieve  them.     If  t)iis  statute 
were  expunged  or  altered,  we  should  vir- 
^uajly  deny  the  right  of  the  poor  to  support, 
and  only 'retain  the  absurdity  of  saying, 
that  ^hey  had  ^  right  to  a  certain  sum ;  an 
absurdity  which  Mr.  Young  justly  corrects 
with  much  severity  in  the  case  of  France." 
[Malthusk    yol.  ii.  p.   629.]-^Then,  sir, 
come^  a  note,  vthiph  contains  an  .extract 
from  Mr.  Young's  t^vels  in  France,  and 
it  IS  as  follows  : — **  The  national  assembly 
of  France,  though  tliey  disapproved  of  the 
English    poor-laws,    still    adopted    their* 
principle,  j»nd  declared,  that  the  poor  had 
a  right  to  pecuniary  assistance }  that  the 
^sei^bly    ought     to     consider     ^uch     a 
provision  as  one  pf  its  first  and   ipost 
99cred  duties  ;  and  that  with  this  view,  an 
jBxpence    ought    to  be    incurred    of    ^Q 
pillions  a  year.    Mr.  Young  justly  ob- 
iserves,  that  he  does  not  comprehend  how 
U  is  possible  to  regard  the  expenditure  of 
50  millions  a  year  as  a  sacred  (juty,  and 
iiote^itend  that  50  to  100,  if  necesity  should 
d^maqd  it;  the  100  to  200,  the  200  to 
300,  and  so  on  in  the  same  miserable  pro- 
gression which  has  taken  place  in  England." 
—-Sir,  I  think  I  n^ed  not  detain  the  house 
-  by  adding  much  to  the  argument  here  so 
conclusively  stated  ;  but  supposing  an  act 
to  l)av^  passed,  which-  should  direct  that 
in  ^acb  parish  or  district  no  more  should 
be  raised  for  the  relief  of  its  poor  than 
ivhat  had  been  raised  in  the  y^ar preceding ; 
that  that  sum  s{iould  have  been  necessarily 
and  unavoidahfl]/^  expended  in  ten  months, 
or  upop  a  certaif)  given  number  of  paupers ; 
all  9|)ier  cases' of  diskless  which  might 
arise 'after  that  period,  must  be  totally 
neglected  ;  and  yet  it  would  be  difficult  to 
distinguish  between  the  right  to  relief  pos- 
sessed by  those  who  should  have  received 
it  belbre*  the  fond  waf  exbaustjsd,  and 
those,  who    might  make   application  for 
relief  after  it  was  gone^-^^Besides,  sir,  in- 
I  ji^Dces  niif^ht  9GCur  wherein  the  pbedience 


to  such  a  ateluc^  might  IDe  producCl^^  of 
the  most  terrible  mischief.     I  have  mjrself 
witnessed  such  an  instance,    l^  w^s  t)M9 
case  of  a  parish  aflicted  with  a  coAtagiou* 
fever  ;  wherein,  if  it  had  pot  been  possible 
to  have  raised  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  Um 
exigency  of  the  case;  not  only  the  inbabi* 
tants  of  that  parish   would    havie    been 
almost    exterminated,    but   the    acoprgo 
itself  must  have  spread  throughout   the 
whole  of  the  adjacent  district.      In  short, 
sir,  if  legal  relief  be  allowed  st  al),  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  as  well  as  tg  both  the  writers 
quoted,  that  it  must  be  made  co- extensive 
with  the  necessity  tq  which  it  is  to  be  ap- 
plied.—The  next  plan  we  have  to  consider 
is  Mr.  Malthus's  own ;  *'  He  proposes  a 
regulation  to  .be  made,  declaring  that  no . 
child  born  from  any  marriage  taking  place 
after  the  expiration  of  a  year  from  the 
date  of  tl^  law :  ai^d  no  illegitimate  child 
born  two  years  ^p^  the  same  date,  should 
ever  be  entitled    to    parisli   (assistance." 
[vol.  ii.  p.  396.]  It  is  unnecessary  to  stat^ 
the  details  wherein  he  gives  an  account  of 
the  methpcf  whereby  he  ^ould  have  such  a 
law  promulgate4«     By  this  measure  the 
poor-laws  would  absolutely  cease,  after  the 
expiration  of  a  very  short  perio4f  a%  to  the 
rising  generation.     But  nutting  ail  other 
considerations  aside,  whtu  a  scepe  of  codt 
fusion  would   ensne  during   the  interval 
which  must  elapse,  till  the  present  gene? 
ration  should  have  all  passed  aw^y,  and 
the  conditio^  of  all  your  people  should 
have  become  th.e  same.     Divided  as  they 
would  be  into  two  distinct  classes,  the  qi^^ 
possessing  a  claim  upon  you,  the  other 
none ;  wh^t  end  would  there  be  to  their  disr 
content,   jealousies,    and  quarrel !    what 
jarring,  wrangling,    and    conflict!    what 
difficulties  of  proof  and  discrimination  i^ 
the  ^rst  instance,  ^tid  what  harshness  apd 
severity  in  the  second  after  proof  should 
have  been  obtained !-— Sir,  I  am  perfectly 
certain,  that  if  the  legislature  could  be  in- 
duced to  pass  a  law  pregnant  with  such 
cruelty,  withjn  two  years  after  the  com^ 
mencement  of  ita  operation  it  must  be  re-* 
pealed.     Neither  of  these  plans  then,  ii^ 
my  estimation,  hold    out    any   rational 
prospect  of  success  towards  the  gradual 
abolition  of  the  poor*laws.— But,  sir,  supr 
posing  any  pUn.for  that  pufposa  to-  be 
adopted,  we  must,  before  we  venture  ¥}poi^ 
it,  anticipate  ita  conseqHeuces ;   aAd  in 
order  to  enable  us  to  do  so,  we  must  lopk 
a  little  back,  into  our  history,  and  see  wbi^t 
was  the  condition  pf  sqciety  \^fH^  ^b^ 
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of  the  poor.     Sir,  we  shall  #|id  that  as  the 
feudal  &ystem  passed  away,  and  the  villein 
ceased  to  look  up  to,  and  depend  upon  his 
lord  for  support,  poor  began  to  be  known : 
and  there  being  no  legal  pravision  for  their 
support,  they  obtained  alms  in  the  cha- 
racter of  .beggars.     Mendicity  was  known 
atid  licensed  by  act  of  parliament  under 
|)articular  restrictions,     ^ut  it  (bece^jae,  as 
we  may  cpjlect  from  our  statute-book,  a 
ve.ry  formidable  evil ;  so  formidable,  that 
laws  of  great  severity  w^re  enacted  against 
unlicensed  mendicants  under  the  descrip- 
tion of   vagabonds  and   sturdy  beggars. 
During  the  prevalence  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion,  the  monasteries  afforded 
great  relief  to  the  evil.     After  their  disso- 
lotion^  it  must  have  increased  with  great 
rapidity,  and  raged  with  great  vioUnce ; 
for  in  the  first  year  of  Edward  VI.  a  star 
tute  was* passed,  containing  enactments  of 
8uch  atrocious  cruelty,  that  those  who 
have  not  read  it,  will  hardly  believe  in  its 
existence.     It  is  thereby  enacted,   *^  that 
if  any  person  shall  be  fosind  idle  for  the 
apace  of  3  days,  he  may  be  seized  ijpon  as 
a  slave,  and  having  been  branded  in  the 
breiast  wiith  a  red-^bot  iron,  with  the  letter 
S,  he  shall  be  fed  upon  bread  and  water, 
and  compelled  to  work  for  the  person  so 
seizing  him,  however  vile  the  work  may 
be,  by  beating,  chaining,  or    otherwise 
further,  ^hat  if  he  absept  himself  horn  his 
said  master  for  the  space  of  14  days,  he 
shall  be  brandjed  on  the  forehead,  and  ad- 
judged a  slave  for  ever."r- True  it  is,  this 
ttatajte  was  not  long  suffered  tp  disgrace 
your  book,  for  it  was  repealed  in  the  3d 
and  4th  year  of  the  same  king ;  but  it 
safhciently  serves  to  shew  how  dreadful 
the  state  of  the  Ipwer  orders  of  the  com- 
mui^ity  must  have  been,  to  induce  a  legis- 
lature to  think  of  such  hprrible  remedies. 
The  laws,  however,  against  beggars  and 
vagrants,  were  still  yery  severe  and  cruel. 
Notwithstapding  the  very  statute  I  have 
above  recited,  and  divers  others  before 
that  time,  contained  provisions  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor,  by  enconraging  the  distri- 
bution of  ^Ims,  and  at  last  by  compelling 
the   gift  of  them,  it  was   not  until  the 
enactmei^t  of  that  sys^m  of  laws,  during 
the  rei^n  qf  Eli^betb^  on  which  we  now 
act,  that  these  severities  9)1  disappeared. 
A  fight  hoQ.  gent  oyer  the  way,  (Mr. 
liose)  who  l>fs  paid  greatax^d  coipmendable 
attention  to  this  subject,  lo  a  yery  useful 
pMsphlet  op  the  PooT'^Laws^  has  justly  ob- 


tried  before  recourse  w|is  had  to  the  present 
plan.     We  ought,  therefore,  to  consider, 
before  we  consent  to  its  destruction,  what 
the  probable  consequences  wquld  be.     If" 
you  were  to  say  tP  men,  that  they  had  uo 
right  to  any  assistance  or  support  froni: 
you  under  any  circumstances,  you  could 
not  impose  any  restraint  upon  diem  as^tp 
their  habitations  or  settleorent.  ^ou  could! 
not  condemn  them  to  starve,  and  therefor^ 
you  must  allow  those  in  need  to  beg.  Artf 
you  prepared  to  encounter  that  host  of 
sturdy  and  v^i^nt  beggars,  who  upder  the 
cloak  of  the  distresses  of  those  who  were 
compelled  to  beg  in  order  to  preserve  life, 
would  extort  from  you  wherewithal  to  inv 
dulge  their  profligate  idleness  f    If  yoUr 
should  absolutely  deny  their  right  to  supr 
port  out  of  your  property,  they  might  have 
recourse  to  the  original  right  of  occupancy. 
For  each  man  bora  has  surely  a  right  tx> 
occupy  a  spot  of  ground,  which  mav  have 
been  left  unoccupied  by  those  who  had 
come  into  the  world  before  him ;  althoug|| 
he  may  not  possess  any  right  to  the  ground 
occupied  by  another,  or  to  any  part  of  the 
fruit  of  his  labours.    But  if  all  the  land  be 
occupied,  so  th^t  those  who  are  bom  caa 
settle  no  where  ip  order  to  maintain  them- 
selves, and  you  deny  their  right  to  as- 
sistance, your  metaphysical  positions  maj 
be  unquestionable,  but  f  ou  would  create  t^ 
set  of  dangerous  enemies.    Might  they  not 
become  a  most  formidable  body  ?  and  what 
step  could  you  take  to  cure  or  correct  the 
evil  you  thus  improvideiitly  preated  ?— r 
Sir,  J  cannot  look  forward  tP  such  a  situa^ 
tion  without  gre^t  dread  and  apprehension, 
nor  can  I  copsept  to  break  that  chain, 
which,  with  all  its  imperfections  and  dis- 
advantages^ binds  tl^  different  classes  of 
society  indissolubly  together,  and  which  I 
hope  tP  preserve  undissolved,  and  to  be 
able  to  render  light. — If  then,  sir;  a  total 
and  immediate  abrogation  of  your  poor-  /' 
laws  is  out  of  the  question,  and  if  no  prac*  - 
ticable  plan  presents  itself  for  their  gradual 
abolition,  what  remans  to  be  done  }  Why, 
sir, ''  thinking;  it  unadvisable  to  abolish  the 
poor-laws,  I  ha^e  endeavoured  to  obtain  i^ 
general  knowledge  of  those  principles  which 
repder  them  inefficient  in  their  humane  in- 
tentions, and  to  apply  it  so  far  as  to  modify 
them,  and  regulate  their  execution,  so  as  to 
remove  mapy  of  the  evils  with  which  they  are 
accompani^,  and  make  them  less  objeo« 
tionable."  [Mal^bus,  vol.  ii.  p.  552.]  In  pro- 
posing to  the  lipuse  my  ideas  pn  the  sub^ 
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ject,  I  am  htifp^  that  I  have  it  id  my  power 
prenously  to  iDfora   thtm^  that  I  shall 
lirge  oothtng  which  hat  not  the  sanction 
o|  the  highest  authority  to  recommend  it, 
or  the  support  of  loog-tried  experience  and 
practice  to  justify  its  adoption.    Sir,  my 
wish   is  not  to  get  rid  of  the  poor«'laws, 
but,  I  think,  by  taking  proper  steps,  they 
may   hereafter  become  almost  obsolete. 
And  I  am  sanguine  enough  to  hope  that  if 
what  I  Lave  to  propose  should  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  parliament,  in  the  lapse 
jof  half  a  century  they   would  he  little 
used ;  bat  I  would  have  such  a  code  al. 
ways  remain  .upon  your  statute  book,  in 
order  ^hat  thf  re  might  be  a  sure  and  legal 
refuge  under  any  change  of  circumstances, 
or  society,  for  indigence  and  distress. — 
The  principles  on  which  I  would  proceed, 
to  effect  this  most  desireable  object,  are 
these :  to  exalt  the  character  of  the  labour- 
ing classes  of  your  community.     To  give 
the  Ubonrer  consequence  in  his  own  eyes, 
and  in  those  of  his  fellows,  to  make  him  a 
£X  companion  for  himself,  and  fit  to  asso- 
ciate with  civilized  men.    To  excite  him  to 
acquire  property,   that  be  may   taste  its 
sweets ;  and  to  g^ve  him  inviolable  security 
f6r  that  property^  when  it  is  acquired.    To 
mitigate  those  restraints  which  now  confine 
and  cramp  his  sphere  of  action.    To  hold 
out  a  hope  of  reward  to  his  patient  indus* 
try.     To  render  dependent  poverty,  in  all 
cases,  degradation  in  his  eyes,  and  at  all  times 
leas  desirable  than  independent  industry. — 
Having  accopiplished  this  first  grand  object, 
I  would  er)()6avour  to  lighten  the  burthens 
v^ich  must  inevitably  be  borne,  by  making 
their  distribution  more  equal.  I  would  pro- 
pose some  material  alterations  in  the  mod^  of 
affording  relief;  to  put  some  of  your  pre- 
sent institutions  on  a  more  orderly  footing, 
atid  to  enable  you  to  distinguish  between 
your  criminal,  and  innocently  necessitous 
poor.-^In  pursu^ig  these  objects,  it  has 
been  ray  wish,  and  I  hope  I  have  succeeded, 
to  steer  clear  of  all  new  sources  of  litiga- 
tion ;  not  to  disturb  any  of  those  decisions 
pf  the  courts  of  justice  which  have  formed 
the  guide  for  the  conduct  of  magistrates, 
atid  those  intrusted  to  their  care ;  and  not, 
ill  the  smallest  degree,  to  alter  or  vary  the 
aticient  boundaries  and  divisions  of  the 
kingdom.    I  should  further  add,  that  I  do 
n6t  intend  to  regulate  for  any  of  those  pla- 
ces whose  coiicerns  are  provided  for  by 
special  acts  of  parliament. — Sir,  there  is 
another  principle  upon  which  I  wish  to 
proceed,  and  in  which  I  hope  I  s{iall  ob- 


tain  the  universal  concurrence    of  this 
house;  I  mean  that  of  non-interference 
with  the  concesns  of  the  poor,  until  neces- 
sity calls  for  it. — Sir,  I  hold  thatl  have  no 
more  right  to  meddle  with  the  private  con- 
cerns of  the  labourer,  to  tell  him  bow  he 
shall  be  lodged,  or  fed,  or  clothed,  than 
he  has  to  interfere  with  mine^  until  he  ap- 
plies to  me  for  relief.    Then  the  right  be- 
gins, and  again  it  terminates  when  he  is 
again  able  to  provide  for  himself.     I  am  as 
sure  of  the  sound  policy  of  the  doctrine  of 
leaving  the  poor  to  their  own  management, 
as  I  am  sure  of  the  right  they  have  to  be  so 
left:  and  notwithstanding  the  instances  of 
unthriftiness  and  dissolute  seldsbness  which 
we  witness  in  some  characters,  generally 
speaking,  they  manage  for  themselves  much 
better  than  we  could  manage  for  them. — 
Having,  sir,  however  unwillingly,  felt  my- 
self under  the  necessity  of  detaining  the 
house  with  this  preliminary  matter,  I  shall 
now  pi;oceed  to  open  to  you  the  details  of 
the  plan  I  would  propose.    Sir,  I  think  the 
house  mnst  anticipate  that  in  the  front  of 
my  plan  for  the  exaltation  of  the  character 
of  the  labourer,  must  appear  a  scheme  for 
general  national  education*    So  it  is ;  and 
upon  its  effects  I  mainly  rely  for  the  con- 
summation of  my  wishes.    Sir,  it  would  be 
needless,  in  speaking  before  an  assembly  so 
enlightened  as  that  which  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  address,  to  dwell  upon  the  be- 
neficial effects  of  the  general  diffusion  of 
knowledge.    1  have  of  late  heard  it  magni* 
ficently  said  from  the  chair  in  which  you 
preside,  that  this  house  would  at  all  times 
open  its  doors  wide  to  receive  the  petitions 
of  the  people.     Sir,  I  would  borrow  that 
expression,  and  bid  you  throw  open  wide 
the  portals  of  the  human  understanding  to 
the  introduction  of  light  and  knowledge,  in 
order  that  virtue  and  happiness  might  fol- 
low in  their  train.     If  there  could  exist  a 
doubt  about  it  in  the  mind  of  any  man  who 
hears  me,  I  would  refer  him  to  the  contem- 
platton  of  the  character  of  savage,  uncivi- 
lized man.     More  helpless  than  the  brutes 
amongst  which  he  obtains  a  precarious 
subsistence,  but  more  dangerous  than  them 
to  his  fellow  creatures,  because  under  the 
influence  of  malignant  passions  by  which 
they  are  not  excited  or  tormented.    Look 
into  the  pages  of  that  writer  whom  I  have 
so  often  quoted  ;  see,  and  shudder  at  the 
description  of  a  totally  uncivilized  human 
being  in  every  quarter  of  the  world,  from 
the  northern  to  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  globe.  Trace  man  from  that  rude  state. 
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Step  by  step,  til]  he  arrives  at  the  highest 
polish  of  refinement  in  a  civilized  society, 
such  as  that  in  which  we  have  the  good 
fortune  to  Hve,  and  I  think  you  win  be 
compelled  to  confess  that  every  step  to- 
wards civili^satioa,  notwithstanding  Ae  ad- 
ventitious vices  which  undoubtedly  attend 
its  progress,  is  a  step  towards  morality  and 
order.— Sir,  in  a  political  point  of  view, 
nothing  can  possibly  afford  greater  stability 
to  a  popular  government  than  the  educa- 
tion of  your  people.  Contemplate*  igno- 
rance in  the  hand  of  craft ;  what  a  despe- 
rate weapon  does  it  afford  !  How  impotent 
does  craft  become  before  an  instructed  and 
enlightened  multitude. — Sir,  view  the  in- 
justice and  cruelty  pf  ignorance ;  the  vio- 
lence and  horrors  of  a  deluded  and  infu- 
riate mob ;  destroying  its  victims  without 
selection  or  remorse,  itself  ultimately  the 
victim  of  its  own  infatuation  and  guilt.— 
I  would  fiftin  illustrate  to  you  what  I  feel, 
by  calling  your  attention  to  a  story  of  re- 
mote antiquity ;  and  I  would  ask  whether 
the  great  Aristides  could  have  suffered  the 
injustice  be  met  with  from  the  Athenian 
people,  had  the  ungrateful  crowd  whom  he 
had  so  faithfully  served,  been  sufficiently 
instructed  to  appreciate  those  services  ? 
Could  any  but  a  wretch  as  ignorant  as  the 
one  who  asked  him  to  engrave  his  own  name 
on  the  shell  which  was  to  condemn  him  to 
banishment,  have  been  weary  of  hearing 
him 'called  "the  Just?"— Sir,  to  come 
nearer  to  our  own  times,  could  the  great 
pensioner  De  Witt  and  his  unhappy  bro- 
ther have  met  with  their  cruel  and  ignomi- 
nious death  from  the  hands  of  an  enlight- 
ened populace  ?  To  bring  it'  immediutely 
home,  could  the  disgraceful  scenes  of  1780, 
have  taken  place  in  this  metropolis,  had 


there  prevailed  amongst  you  a  general  sys* 
tem  of  national  educati'ou  >  Sir,  I  think' 
none  of  these  things  could  have  happened, 
where  the  light  of  knowledge  and  of  truth 
hard  universalTy  beanied.  Sii^^I  fiaVe  cori-f 
tended  for  parliamentary  r^fbrni  in  thia 
houses  and  I  am  still  a  sincere  and  decided 
friend  to  the  reformation  of  parliaments 
but  !  do  not  believe  that  any  scheme  could 
'be  detised,  so  totally  unobjectionable  in  its 
means,  and  so  entirely  efficapibus  to  itsob^ 
ject  of  increasing  the  purity'of  tliis  houscL 
^as  the  general  instruction  of  your  people. 
Nothing  could  so  tend  to  diffuse  the  priiv 
ciples  and  practice  of  Christianity,  t'ou 
translate  the  Scriptures  into  the  vulgar 
tongue,  that  all  may  have  an  opportunjtT 
of  knowing,  weighing,  and  following  the 
divine  precepts  they  contain.  Open  the 
eyes  of  your  people,  that  they  may  read 
wlmt  you  have  so  written,  and  your  work 
is  done.— Sir,  I  have  the  greatest  authori. 
ties  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  to  recom- 
mend what  I  propose.  Adam  Smith,  Mr, 
Malthus,  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  t6 
me  (Mr.  Rose),  the  benevolent  editor  of  the 
tracts  which  come  from  the  Society  for 
bettering  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  att 
agree  in  recommending  national  educatiob 
as  the  first  step  towards  the  alleviation  of 
your  burthens,  and  the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  your  people.  Added  to  this; 
we  have  example  and  experience  before 
our  eyes.  Look  at  Scotland.  See  her 
enviable  state  with  regard  to  her  poor* 
That  country  is  the  theme  of  panegyric 
amongst  all  who  have  visited  her,  on  ac* 
count  of  the  situation  of  her  labouring 
classes ;  and  yet  she  has  your  system  erf 
poor-laws  ♦ ;  the  enactments  are  the  same  *• 
they  are  still  in  force,  they  have  been  i^ 


♦  As  much  misapprehension  prevails  in  this  country  on  the  subject  of  the  Poor-Laws  in  Scotland 
many  persons  not  believing  in  the  existence  of  the  laws  themselves,  and  others  better  iuforzoed  as  t* 
that  fact,  iiaving  erroneously  asserted  that  they  are  not  now  in  force,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  tb 
give  the  following  brief  but  very  perspicuous  statement  of  the  law,  and  the  facts  uaon  it  for  which  I ' 
am  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Horner  and  the  Rev.  Sir  Henry  Moncrieff.  *  * 

Note  on  the  Scotch  Poor-Lares,  by  Mr.  Homer;  Feb,  17,  1807.— •*  Statute  Law.  The  most  ancient 
"  enactments  in  the  Scotch  statute  book  on  the  subject  of  the  poor,  are  of  these  dates  •  act  \^^ 
'•  c.  25.— 1503,  c.  70.— and  1535,  c.  29.  Their  object  is  to  chect  the  increase  of  vagrante  br  «uf 
••  fering  none  to  b^  but  those  w1»o  were  Mcensed  to  wear  a  badge.— After  the  dissolution  of  the  iMi^ml 
*^  lie  establishment,  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  reformation  tried  to  obtain,  under  the  new  sratem  a 
"  ^lan  for  the  regular  support  of  the  poor.  In  the  parliament  held  in  1560,  it  was  proposed,  that  ti^ 
••  revenues  of  the  abolished  church  should  be  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  ministerTtoe  educa! 
•^  tion  of  youth,  and  the  support  q/*  the  poor.  But  this  proposal  was  not  listened  to.  The  first  todmA 
•'  assembly  of  the  kirk  was  held  ii>  Dee.  the  same  year,  1360;  they  drew  up  the  Am,  book  of  dbS 
"  pline,  which  they  presented  to  the  convention  of  estates,  held  15th  Jan.  1561,  and  the  same  DlaiTfeF 
**  a  distribution  of  the  church  revenues  was  hinted  at.  But  the  nobfes,  we  are  told  by  John  Knos.  ml 
"  jccted  the  scheme  as  «  a  devout  imagination.'— The  act  of  the  year  157&,  with  a  few  nmrmSanta 
"  subsequently  made,  forms  the  Scotch  code  of  poor-laws.  It  is  almost  a  literal  transcrintrf^ 
"  English  statute,  passed  seven  years  before,  the  Uth  of  Eliz.  c.  5,  which,  though  not  print^  in  £ 
."  maJern  editions  of  the  statutes  at  large,  may  be  found  in  the  older  collections :  m  in  Uie  atsamA  ^ 
**  lame  of  Rastell;  Sir  F.  fideoy  in  consequence  of  havrag  overlooked  this  original  sUtete  of  R^^t^^ 
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j^oeral  nae^  tbey  may  be  and  are  still  often 
jresorted  to,  and  time  was  wben  the  state  of 
ibe  poor  on  the  other  side  of  tbe  Tweedy 
as  I  shall  presently  shew  you,  was  more 
Wretched,  and  their  violence  greater,  than 
was  almost  ever  known  tor  the  sonlhern 
part  of  the  islands  No^»  the  poor-laws 
are  almost  totally  in  disuse^  and  all  is  re- 
gularity And  order.  What  was  the  day*star 
then  which  shone  forth  and  caldaed  thete 
troubles  ?  Education.  To  borrow  a  quo- 
tation from  the  beautiful  speeches  of  tbe 
4ate  Mr.  Burke,  wherein  he  describes  edu- 
cation to  have  calmed  the  disorders  of 
Vome  parts  of  this  island : 

Shnal  Alba  nititis  . 
Stella  relVilsft, 

Deflait  laxti  agitatus  bunior ; 

ConCMluiit  Tviiti,  foginntque  nubek : 

£t  minax  (sic  Dl  voltt^re)  ponto* 
Unda  rficambiL 
Such  was  the  effect  of  education  upon 


Scotland,  and  I  will  prove  to  you'^t  that 
effect  was  produced  by  educatidn  ak>ne« 
Sir,  the  system  of  oor  poor-laws  was  in* 
troduced  into  Scotland  by  an  act  pasaed 
in  the  year  1579*  which  was  almo^  a  litte* 
ral  transcript  from  the  act  passed  in  the 
l4th  of  Elisabeth :  a  variety  of  other  stft* 
tutes  foDoweA,  shewing  by  their  p/eambletf 
that  the  provistonrof  the  first.aet  bad  beea 
execQted.  Some  of  these  act^  were  passed 
in  tbe  time  of  Charllss  II.  Late  decisiona 
of  the  court  of  session  shew  these  laws  to 
be  now  in  inil  force.  Most  of  tbe  infor* 
mation  1  have  obtained  on  tbe  subject  of 
tbe  Scottish  law  relating  to  the  poor^  I  ow^ 
to  an  hon.  member  of  this  boose  (Mr. 
Horner),  who  has  been  Well  known  in  the 
republic  of  letters,  and  at  tbe  baf  of  Soot.- 
land  ;  and  who  is  sure  to  become  an  orna- 
ment of  this  assembly.*— Now,  sir,  I  will 
trouble  you  to  direct  your  attention  to  a 


^  has  lUlen  into  a  very  remarkable  mistake,  when  he  iotimates  hia  opinion, -that  the  English  system 
^  of  atsessmeot  was  borrowed  from  the  Scotch  act  of  1579.  On  the  contrary,  the  latter  is  so  clbsaly 
f  ODpied  flrom  the  English  statute,  that  the  execution  of  the  act  in  country  parishes  is  committed  *  to 
^  *  them  that  sail  be  constitute  justices  be  the  king  is  commissioners  ;*  and  justices  of  the  peace  were 
'*  aot  introduoid  into  Scotland  till  1689.  It  ta  also  worthy  of  being  remarked,  that  the  only  general 
^  Illation,  which  the  SeoCch  lesislatikre  in  1579,  did  not  copy  from  the  Uth  of  Eliz.  is  that  which 
'«*  directs  the  surplus  of  the  poor's  fiind,  to  he  ^mplOj'ed  in  providing  work  for  able-bodied  vagranU. — 
««  We  learn  ffbm  tbe  preamble  of  an  act  of  the  year  1592,  cap.  149,  that  the  system  of  the  act  1579,  for 
'*  tha  nMiatonaoce  of  tbe  poor  had  already  been  carried  partially  into  execution.  The  act  1597,  c.  272, 
'*  to  obviate  tbe  want  of  justices,  committed  the  exeoution  of  the  act  1579,  in  country  parishes  upon 
^  the  kirk  sessions.— In  th«  three  next  acts,  1617,  c.  10, 1663,  c.  16,  and  1672,  c.  18,  there  an!  Ta« 
**  rioos  provisions  for  a  scheme  of  erecting  workliouses  for  vagrants;  which  fortunately  proved  abor- 
^  tive.  Tbe  second  of  those  statutes,  however,  contains  a  most  important  enactment,  with  respect  lo 
**  the  made  of  aastsaing  the  heritors  and  their  tenants ;  one  half  of  the  rate  being  ordained  to  be  pidd 
**  by  tlte  heritors  of  the  parish,  and  the  other  half  by  the  tenants  and  possessors. — The  last  period  of 
^  Scotch  ona<;taients  relating  to  the  poor,  is  the  reign  of  king  W^iilipm.  During  the  severe  dearth* 
'*  which  lasted  fh>m  1692  to  169^,  (the  teven  iUyean  as  they  are  still  called  by  the  common  people), 
^  there  were  fbuf  proclamations  of  (Council,  and  three  acts  of  parliament,  enforcing  the  execdtiooof 
f*  Ibtner  acts  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.    Tftey  are  itacrely  declaratory  of  those  acts.»' 

DeMwis  rf  tk»  Court  qf  Stanon. — "  There  are  in  the  books  of  S<^otch  law,  for  the  last  hundral 
f*  years,  dOWn  to  the  present  day,  many  cases  upon  the  oonstructibli  of  the  foregoing  statutes,  with 
**  respect  to  the  mode  of  their  execution.  There  is  no  doubt  of  their  being  in  foil  foitH;  ;*  though  in 
**  pohst  of  fact,  the  rate  is  assessed  only  in  some  districts  of  Scotland.  A  short  notice  of  two  or  three 
y  leeduv  CMMS,  will  suficiently  prov«  the  actual  existence  of  a  statutory  assessment  in  that  part  of 
"  the  kingdom. — By  a  decision  of  the  6th  of  June,  1745,  the  court  of  session,  decreed,  in  a  qdestion 
^  between  two  parishes  itt  Berwickshlire,  aiid'upon  construction  of  the  diets  of  Charles  II.  that  a  resi- 
^  dence  of  3  yet&rs  in'  a  parish,  gives  the  pauper  a  right  to  relief.  The  decree  of  the  corfrt  directed, 
^*  lih«t  the  heritors  of  the  parish  of  Dunse  should  meet,  and  assess  themselves  accordingly.^ In  tbe  case 
^*  of  the  parish  of  Humbic,  which  was  decided  on  the  15th  of  Feb.  1751,  with  regard  to  the  joint  admi-' 
f*  niflrm>tt  by  the  heritors  and  the  kirk  session,  the  whole  system  of  the  Scotch  poor-laws  was  inves- 
*'  tigated  very  minutely ;  and  not  only  the  decree,  bUt  all  the  arguments  on  both  sides,  proceed  upon 
''  the  snpt^osition  that  the  act  1579,  with  the  subsequent  amendments,  was  folly  in  force. — Since  the 
^  labt  fearcity,  a  case  had  been  determined  in  the  court  of  session,  which  turned  upon  this  question ; 
^  via.  whether,  under  the  Scotch  poor-laws,  those  persons  are  entitled  to  relief,  who,  without  ally  per- 
^  teaafinilrmity,  are  rendered  unable  by  the  high  price  ofprovisions  to  maintain  themselves  in  time 
«<  of  deHHh  }  And,  whether  an  assessment  for  the  relief  of  such  persons  was  legal  ?  t*he  eoivi  decreet^ 
««  on  tbe  ITth  of  Jan.  1804,  that  such  relief  and  assessment  were  legal  under  the  statutes :  and  the  ar- 
^  gomeiitaesed  to  obtain  aeontrary  decree  were,  not  that  the  statutes  were  not  iaforoe,  b«it  that  thty 
i«*  4tM  not  stnctly  include  this  particular  oase*  This  came  Ukewise  fVom  the  perifh  of  Dnose  in  Bar- 
^  trioMriic." 

}f$ie  on  ehs  8niA  PtorJjittvt,  hf  the  Beo,  Sir  Henry  tttmefi^,^"  Assesaaients  ate  miRie  by  law  b 
•^  anay  parishes  of  Scotland,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  They  have  beea  r^larly  made  in  mmt  pA- 
^  rWies  ftt  40  years  past ;  and  heconae  from  ohvijDas  causes,  more  fkequent  every  yaar.— In  naay  pa- 
««<  llshca  tbey  have  been  hithett{l  unnecessary ;  ilte  colleotieas  at  the  cfawohes  every  Sunday,  and  ie 
^  ttaaylnatences,  other  foods,  in  the  hands  of  tbe  kirk  sessions,  being  suficient  withoet  iiufBis—ett 
^  fefiroviAeforthe  parochial  poor ;  this  is  the  caps  sMU  in  the  freatest  ataqber  of  p«tiahes.-Hbi«BMn 
^  <iaiilry  perttfaet^  or  in  parUhes  where  there  ard  no  considerable  towns  or^viUages,  tbe  t 
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{Musage  which  I  shall  taka  the  liberty  of 
reading  from  the  second  diseeurse  of  Mr. 
Andrew  Fletcher,  on  the  afiairs  of  Scotlandv 
vfritteii  in  169&.  The  system  of  national 
ediication  had  been  enacted  in  the  year 
169&;  but  of  coune  its  operation  coold 
aot  have  been  felt  in  so  short  a  period. 
Mr.  Fletcher  saya^'*  That  thera  are  at 
**  this  day  in  Scotland  (besides  a  great 
*'  many  poor  fiaoiilies  very  meanly  pro- 
*^  vided  for  by  the  cburch.boxes,  and 
V  others  who,  by  living  upon  bad  food, 
*^  foil  into  various  diseases)  1200|000  people 
**  begging  from  door  to  door.  These  are 
*'  not  only  no  way  advantageous,  but  a 
<<  very  great  burthen  to  so  poor  a  country, 
'*  Au4  though  the  number  of  them  be  per- 
"  haps  double  to  what  it  was  formerly,  by 
**  reason  of  this  preeeot  great  dbtress,  yet 
'*  in  all  times  there  have  been  about 
'*  100^000  of  these  vagabonds,  who  have 


^  lived  without  any  regard  or  subjection 
**  either  to  the  laws  of  the  land  or  even 
**  to  those  of  Ood  and  nature.  Fathers  in* 
**  oestnously  aecompanying  with  their  own 
*<  daughters,  the  son  with  the  mtftCher,  and 
*«  the  brother  with  the  sister.  No  ma- 
"  gtstrate  could  ever  discover  which  way 
"  one  in  a  hundred  of  these  wfetches 
••  died=,  or  that  ever  they  were  baptised, 
"•Many  murders  have  been  discovered 
**  mnong  them ;  and  tbey  are  not  only  au 
'*  unspeakable  oppression  to  poor  tenants 
*•  (who  if  tliey  give  not  bread  or  some 
*•  kind  of  provision  to  perhaps  forty 
**  such  villains  iu  one  day,  are  sure  to 
"  be  insulted  by  them),  but  they  rob  many 
<«  poor  people  who  live  in  houses  distant 
*'  from  any  neighbourhood.  In  years  of 
^*  plenty,  many  thousands  of  them  meet 
**  together  in  the  mountains,  where  they 
**  feast  and  riot  for  many  days,  and  aC 


■  I* 

"  are  levied  according  to  the  raloed  rent  of  the  lauds,  the  ooe  half  being  paid  by  the  hcfitorSy  and  tba 
**  other  half  by  the  tenants.  The  cess-books  of  the  county  ascertain  the  mlatfd  rent — JBut  the  prac<- 
'<  tice  ill  lAvge  parishes,  where  there  are  towns  sad  viUag«»,  is  differeal.  The  astessiaents  art  tbetU 
<<  made  according  to  the  real  annual  rents  of  kndfi  and  housaa,  a  fourth  past  baiag  dadtict«d<tl»  the  proi> 
"  pn«tbrs  of  houses  for  reparations ;  the  half  of  the  assessment  ifi  paid  Uy  the  proprietors  or  laodloirdiib 
**  and  the  other  half  by  the  tenants  or  possessors.— The  assessments  are  made  anaiially,  by  a  joint 
''  meeting  of  the  hcritbrs  and  kirk  session  of  the  parish,  held,  by  act  of  parliament,  on  the  1st  Tuesday 
*'  of  August,  or  1  St  Tuesday  of  February,  who  appoint  a  collector  who  makes  a  new  rental  «ach  year  of 
'<  lands  and  bou6es.~Tbe  kirk  sessions  are,  by  law,  th«  legal  goaMiant  of  the  poor,  oad  hat«aiithar|ty , 
'*  to  manage  and  distribute  the  funds  provided  for  tlieir  maintenance ;  but  tho  heritors  of  eaoh  parish 
**  have  a  controul  over  thtfir  management;  are  entitled  to  inject  their  accounts,  and  sometimetap* 
'^  point  committees  of  their  own  number  to  act  along  with  them.  In  general,  however,  the  kirk  ses* 
''  sions  manage  alone,  and  have  the  confidence  of  the  country ,  and  in  all  cases  they  do  theSr  dtity, 
<<  without  any  remuneration  whatsoever.— Where  there  arc  pMriah  workbouaw,  the  aaAa^emtltt  is 
"  comthonly  entrusted  to  the  kirk  session  and  heritors  jointly :  and  in  some  of  tho  grsat  towni,  to  the 
**  magistrates,  ministers,  and  others  connected  with  the  town  councils  op  corporations. — ^Tho^  Oece»« 
'*  sitous  have  a  legal  claim  to  relief,  according  to  a  rule,  sanctioned  by  repeated  decisions  of  the  const 
'*  of  session,  which  gives  a  pauper  a  title  to  the  charity  of  any  parish  iu  which,  he  has  resided  3  years^ 
*'  supporting  himself  during  that  period  by  his  own  industry .^Thevo  is  a  law  relating  to  the  settle* 
"  meut  of  pau)ier8,  which  entitles  tho  managers  for  the  poor,  in  each  parish,  to  send  So  the  next  parish 
•*  any  pauper  who  has  not  acquired  the  residence  which  entitles  him  to  their  charity  j  and  he  can  bo 
•«  legally  conveyed  ttota  parish  to  parish  till  he  reaches  the  place  of  his  nativity,  or  the  parish  in  whichk 
'*  be  has  acquired  a  title.  This  is  sometimes  doite :  but  Che  practice  is  not  general,  or  even  frequent. 
"  As  a  pauper  being  a  pauper  when  he  comes  into  a  parish,  or  befbro  he  has  reskled  on  his  industry  3 
'*  years,  never  acquires  a  title,  he  is  commonly  leh  to  find  bis  way  to  hts  own  pariril,  or  to  depend'  o^ 
^  private  charity.— The  master  of  a  parochial  school  is  not  bound  to  teach  the  children  gratis.  SovO' 
'*  times  the  cbildrea  of  paupers  are  sent  to  him,  at  the  expence  of  the  kirk  sessions ;  but  he  is  alwayo 
"  entitled  to  his  fee.  There  an*  mafiy  charity  schools,  supported  by  public  societies  or  private  bene- 
"  factions,,  which  the  children  attend  gratis:  but  fees  tf«e  always  due  to  parochial  schools.-^By  an 
**  act  of  parliament  lately  passed,  1803,  the  heritors  of  each  pariah,  who  have  property  *to  tho  eictent 
**  of  lOOf.  Scots  of  valued  rent,  in  coiyunction  with  the  minister,  have  a  right  to  fix  Ibe  salary  and  feeS^ 
"  to  he  paid  to  the  •cboolmsBter.  They  are  authorized  to  augment  the  salaries  at  the  end  of  every  25 
"  years,  and  may  at  all  timet  regnlatethe  foes;  there  is  of  course,  toihe  variation  in  the  fees,  as  well 
"  as  in  the  salaries  of  difCevent  parishoti  But  the  most  ooattlMM'Ibeir  maf  b^  as  fbHows !  for  teaching 
*'  to  read,  18</.  per  quarter;  for  writing  and  arithaaetio,  9ib  or  9s.  idL^  per  qaarter ;  Ibr  Latftn,  Qs,  or 
<*  2/.  6d.* — The  parents  very  geaeraUy  avail  thetnselvea  of  the  jtaruchial  schools;  and  in  the  loW 
*'  eountry  aspeelany,  wMd  he  held  as  Infiunoui  If  ihey  neglected  them»— The  children  are  all,  without 
^<  Oxceptioa.  t^ngbt  t«  read  ;.  aMi>ln  poftlcular,  to  #ehd  the  Scriptures.  thCy  kre  minutely  instructed 
**  in  the  catechi«m8  which  contain  iho  genaral  pritxeipleir  of  religloo;  thtfy  ate  very  generally  taught 
'  '*  to  write,  and  to  understand  the  cobudod  rules  of  arithaiatio,  and  allnlsy  be' so.  In  Jriotft  pari&he^,  a 
**  few  who  desire  it  are  taught  Latin ;  and  if  they  prosecute  it,  may.  by  laeana  of  the  parish  school,  be 
*^  qualified'  to  attbnd  the  Universitien.— The  males  and  females  attend  the  parish  schools  together  ; 
<<  bat  the  females  in  the  loi«res«  ranks  geaeriilly  coneaetlietilselvtel  tb  reading,  catechetical  instruc- 
"  tions,  aud  sometimes  go  no  further.  Many  even  of  UHAl,ho#ev«r,ai«  taught  both  writing  dndflgures." 


*  The  hifi^iest  salary  is  400,  and  the  lowest  300  marks, 
^bool-house,  and  a  small  garden. 

Vot.  VIII.  3  L 


the  stboblmatfter  has,  besides,  a  house,  a 
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**  country  wcddlngi»  iaark«ta,  buriabt  and 
^*  other  like  pumic  .oecaaionSf  ibey  are 
**  to  be  leen,  both  meu  aod  womeo,  perpe- 
**  tuaUy  drunk,  cnrsing,  blaaphemiogy  and 
*'  fighting  iugether^i^^Theae  are  snch  out*. 
**  rageous  disorders,  that  it  were  better  for 
<<  the  nation  they  were  sold  to  the  gaUiee 
*^  or  West  Indiesy  than  that  they  should 
**  continue  any  longer  a  burthen  upon 
**  us*      But  numbers    of   people    briftg 
**  great  riches.    Every  govem^nent  is  to 
'*  blame  that  makes  not  a  right  use  of 
y  them.    The  wholesomeness  of  our  air» 
''  and  healtbfulness  of  our   cHiyiete,  af» 
**  fords  US  great  numWs  of  people  which 
**  in  so  poor  a  country  can    never   be 
**  all  maintained  by  manufactures  or  public 
**  workhouses,  or  any  other  way   but  that 
**  which  1  ba^e  menioned."    In  another 
part  of  the  same  discourse,  Mr.  Fletcher 
says,  *'  The  better  education  of  our  youth 
*^  would    be  very  necessary."— Now,  sir, 
I  heg  to  call  your  attention  to  another  de< 
scription  of  Scotland,   given  in  the  year 
1803,  by  the  lord  advocate  of  Scotland, 
jybeu  persuading  this  house  to  the  adop- 
tion of  a  bill  for  the  more  liberally  provl 
ding  for  the  schoolmasters  of  thieit  country ; 
which  bill  was  afterwards  passed  into  a  law, 
and  in  its  preamble  recites,  **  that  the  school- 
**  masters  of  Scotland  are  a  most  useful 
**  body  of  men,  and  essential  to  the  public 
**  welfare/'— Sir,  the  lord  advocate,  Hope, 
is  upon  tb^t  occasion  reported  to  have 
said— '^  He  ascribed  to  the  establisfanient 
**  of  those  schools   all  that  intelligence 
'*  which  was  so  observable  in  that  part  of 
**  the  United  Kingdom,  and    which    so 
<*  much  attracted  the  attention  of  strangers 
*^  who  visited  it.    To  it  also  was  to  be 
*'  ascribed    the   good  morals^  the    social 
**  order,  the  loyalty,  the  paucity  of  crimes, 
**  the  proper  attendance  on  divine  worship, 
^  and  the  increasing  wealth  of  that  part 
**  of  the  country.    The  paucity  of  crimes 
'^  was  so  remarkfibie,  that  there  were  moire 
*^  convicts  transported  in  one  quarter  ses- 
^  sions  from  Manchester,  than  from  all 
**  Scotland  in  the  course  of  the  year.     He 
^*  also  observed,  that:  the  executioiks   in 
*'  Scotland,  on  an  iEtverage,  did  not  amount 
*'  to  more  than  6  in  the  year.    He  there- 
^*  fore  thought  an  establishment,  produc- 
**  tive  of  such  good,  deservi;^  of  the  great- 
^*  est  encouragement,  and  thatvrithout  it 
the  institution  would  sink  into  disrepute, 
and  become  a  nuisance  instead  of  a  be 


it 


caosed  several  sdbobis  to  be  without 
masters."— Sir,  can  there  be  a  greater 
contrast  than  is  exhibited  in  these  two  de- 
scriptions) and  is  not  all  tlie  improvement 
observable  in  the  latter,  when  compared 
with  the  former,  traced,  by  one  who  wa» 
the  most  competent  judge  thi^  could  have 
been  selected,  entirely  to  the  system  of  na« 
tional  education?    Sir,  to  bring  the  matter 
stiU  nearer  to  a  point,  I  am  induced,  and 
not  without  foundation,  to  believe  that  the 
necessity  for  the  compulsory  relief,  which 
has  been  had  recourse  to  of  late  years  in 
Scotland,  more  frequently  than  before,  ha^ 
been  owing  to  the  circumstance  of  many 
schools  having  been  abandoned  on  account 
of  the  lowness  of  the  salaries  of  the  masters.. 
Sh-,  I  trust  the  act  of  1803,  ^  which  had 
made  a  more  liberal  provision  for  the 
schoolmasters,  wiU  re*produce|  all  the  ori- 
ginal and  beneficial  effects.— I  propose 
then,  sir,  a  general  system  of  national  edu-' 
cation,  by  the  establishment  of  parochial 
schools  ;>. not  compulsory  upon  the  4>o6r, 
for  that  would  destroy  its  object :  but  vo- 
luntary, an(l  I  am  confident  that  it  will'soon 
so  work  its  way,  that  every  man  in  England 
and  Wales  will,  as  in  Scotland,  feel  it  a 
disgrace  not    to  have    his  children    in- 
structed.    Sir,  the  details  of  this  plan  will 
be  found  in  the  bill  which  I  shall  ask  per^ 
mission  of  the  house  to  introduce:  aod  I 
say  nothing  of  the  expence,  for  I  am  sure 
no  statesman,  who  views  the  importance 
of  the  establishment  as  I  do,  will  hesitate 
on  that  score  alone  to  adopt  it,  for  in  the 
saving  of  poor's  rate  it  will  repay  itself  an 
hundred,  and  in  order,  morality, and  virtue, 
ten  Ibousaiid  fold. — Sir,  I  cannot  help  no- 
ticing to  the  bouse,  that  this  is  a  period 
particularly  favourable  for  the  institution 
of  a  national  system  of  education ;  t>ecause 
within  a  few  yeafs  there  has  been  discove- 
red a  plan  for  the  instruction  of  youth, 
which  is  now  brought  to  a  state  of  great 
perfection;  happily  coml^ining  rules,  by 
which  the  object  of  learning  must  be  infal* 
libly  attained  with  expedition  and  cheap-* 
uess,  and  holding  out  the  fairest  prospect 
of  eminent  utibty  to  mankind.     Sir,  the 
meritorious  person   with  whom  parts  of 
the  plan  of  education,  to  which  I  have  al« , 
luded,  have  had  their  rise,  who  has  also 
had  the  good  sense  unostentatiously  to  add 
the  acknowledged  discoveries  of  others  to 
his  own,  is  well  known  to  many  members 
of  this  house,  and  to  a  large  part  of  the 


masters  had  within  the  loft  ^0  years, 


nefit.    The  low  salary  of  the  school-  nation;  and  he  is  patronized  by  persons  of 


the  first  distinction,  Mn  this  and  a  neigh- 
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bouring  kiitgdom  ;  he  has  further  obtained 
ithe  high  honour  of  the  royal  sanction  and 
support.  The  gentleman  whom  (  mean  to 
point  out  to  you,  is  Mr..  Joseph  Lancaster*. 
Sir,  I  know  that  he  has  been  the  object  of 
ipuch  opposition  from  bigotry  and  preju- 
dice, but  I  believe  him  to  be  on  every  ac- 
count, deserving  of  encouragement  and 
protection;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that 
the  unfounded  damour  which  has  been 
raised  against  him,  has  in  no  degree  pre- 
vailed ;  that  he  still  enjoys  that  distin- 
guished and  discriminating  support  I  have 
before  mentii^ned,  and  as  it  freqiiently  hap- 
pens, that  what  was  intended  to  overturn, 
jhas  tended  only  to  strengthen  and  support 
him. — The  principles  upon  which  he  pro- 
ceeds at  th«  free  school  in  the  Borough, 
are,  upon  examination,  so  obviously  founded 
in  utility  and  economy,  that  they  must  pre- 
vail, and  will  finally,  1  have  no  doi)bt,  furnish 
a  mode  of  instruction,  not  only  for  this  conn- 
try,  but  for  all  nations  advanced  in  any  de- 
gree in  civilization. — Sir,  I  by  no  means  in- 
tend to  introduce  any  enactments  into  the 
bill  which  I  shall  propose  to  you,  compel- 
ling any  particular  mechanical  mode  of  in- 
struction ;  but  I  have  thought  this  a  proper 
opportunity  of  stating  my  opinions  relative 
to  what  I  think  must  prove  a  great  prac- 
tical benefit  to  this  country  and  the 
world.— -Sir,  when  the  bill  itself  shall  come 
into  the  hands  of  gentlemen,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  main  spring  of  all  that  is 
good  on  earth,  I  niean  religious  instruc- 
i^ion,  is  attended  to ;  and  that  the  interests 
of  the  establishment  are  strictly  guarded 


Sir,  I  might  here  dismiss  the  subject  of 
education  altogether ;  and  indeed,  I  reluc- 
tantly call  your  attention  to  one  illustration 
of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it, 
and  the  great  disadvantages  attending  its 
total  absence  from  any  country  when  I 
mention  the  state  of  the  poor  in  Ireland  ; 
there  are  in  that  country  no  poor-laws,  to 
which  the  misery  and  wretchedness  of  the  ' 
lower  orders  of  society  can  be  traced  •  But 
they  have  i^o  instruction.  In  Scotland 
they  have  instruction,  and  therefore  they 
are  contented  and  happy,  and  do  not  use 
the  poor-laws  vj^hich  they  have.  Sir,  I 
perfectly  well  know,  that  my  noble  friend, 
who  is,  fortunately  fi^r  her  interests,  at 
the  head  of  the  goverm^nt  of  that  country, 
is  a  decided  friend  to  general  instruction,  * 
and  that  be  is  a  patron  of  the  iitiproved 
plan  I  have  discussed,  as  well  as  of  the  per- 
son who  carries  it  into  effect.  I  know  that 
the  other  members  of  his  majesty's  councils 
for  theniore  immediate  government  of  that 
country,  are  doing  their  endeavours  to- 
wards the  instruction  of  that  brave,  patient, 
and  generous  people.  I  have  also  learnt 
with  the  greatest  pleasure,  that  the  people 
themselves  are  eagerly  desirous  of  availing 
themselves  of  the  light  which  I  hop6  veill . 
speedily  and  abundantly  shine  upon  them. 
With  a  combination  of  circumstances  so 
fortunate,  we  are  entitled  to  expect  the 
happiest  results.  Sir,  the  next  step  which  I 
would  recommend  to  the  house  to  take  to- 
wards the  desireable  end  of  exalting  the 
character  of  the  labourer,  is  to  encourage 
hitii  to  become  possessed  of  property,  that  be 


»  «<  Dr.  Bell,  late  of  the  establishment  of  Foft  St.  George  in  the  East  Indies,  and  rector  of  Swan- 
"  nage,  claims  the  original  invention  of  the  system  of  education  practised  by  Mr.  Lancaster.  So  early 
''  as  the  year  1T89,  he  opened  a  school  at  Madras,  in  which  that  system  was  first  reduced  to  practice, 
''  with  the  greatest  success,  and  the  most  beneficial  effects.  In  the  year  1797,  he  published  an  outline 
'*  of  his  method  of  instruction,  in  a  small  pamphlet,  intitled,  *  An  Experiment  on  Education  made  at 
**  *  the  Male  Asylum  of  Madras.'  That  pamphlet  has  been  extended,  and  very  valuable  details  giyen 
'<  to  th^  public  by  Dr.  Bell,  in  two  subsequent  publications  of  the  years  1803  and  1807.  Mr.  Lan» 
"  caster's  free  school  in  the  Borough,  was  not  opened  till  the  year  1800.  So  that  Dr.  Bell  un<iue8- 
**  tionahly  preceded  Mr.  Lancaster,  and  to  him  the  world  are  first  indebted  for  one  of  the  most  useful 
**  discoveries  wh!ich  has  ever  been  submitted  to  society.— 7-Dr.  Bell  and  Mr.  Lancaster  hjive  here- 
"  tofore  had  much  communication  with  each  other;  and  Mr.  Lancaster,  *  in  acknowledging  the  obli- 
'*  *  gation  he  has  to  Dr.  Bell,  wishes  not  to  detract  fri)m  his  honour  or  merit ;  nor  to  arrogate  to  him- 
"  <  self  any  thing  to  which  Dr.  Bell  is  entitled ;'  f  at  the  same  time  he  asserts  that  many  of  the  very 
i<  useful  methods  practised  in  his  schqpl  are  exclusively  his  own.  On  the  other  band  Dr.  Bell,  with  the 
**  feeling  worthy  of  so  great  a  benefactor  to  mankind,  allows,  that  '  to  the  zeal,  perseverance,  and  nd- 
**  *  dress  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  the  mechanical  parts  of  the  systeqi  are  under  the  greatest  obligations.^^ 
*•  —The  system  itself  is  whaf  I  wish  to  recommend  to  public  notice,  and  at  the  same  time  to  do  justice 
*'  to  the  two  persons  who  in  its  invention,  improvement,  and  propagation,  have  rendered  such  di8«- 
**  tinguished  services  to  the  world.  Under  the  patronage  which  each  so  liberally  enjoys,  their  plan  of 
"  education,  founded  oil  the  basis  of  utility  and  truth,  must  prevail:  and  the  union  of  idl  pitrtiea  in 
*'  tha  unprejudiced  acknowledgement  of  the  respective  merits  of  Dr.  Bell  and  Mr.  lAnca8ter>  caoaot 
i*  fiiil  materially  to  advance  the  period  of  ifts  universal  adoption." 

J  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lancaster  to  Mr.  Whithread,  March  8, 1807. 
Extraf^ofi^  letter  from  Dr.  BeU  to  Mr.  Whithread,  Feb.  86, 180T. 
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SMy  tQj»t6  its  AweeU;  and  to  give  tiiin  full 
security  for  the  posses&loQ  of  what  be  sball 
acquire.     All  persons  who  bave   thought 
dee^plv  on  the  lubject  of  the  poor,  have 
fdt  tae  force  and  justice  of  tbia  principle ; 
b«t  some  bave  differed  as  to  the  species  of 
property  of  which  it  is  inost  desirable  they 
•hould  become  possessed.Somebave  thought 
a  property  in  live  stock  most  beneficial ; 
and  in  that  has  originated  in  some  parts  of 
England  what  is  called  the  Cow  System, 
iNrhereby  a  labouring  man  is  enabled  either 
tp  pucchaae  or  acquire  a  certain  property 
in  a  cow,    l*he  services  of  that  useful  am- 
mal  to  the  family  of  the  labourer,  are  es- 
teemed of  greater  importance  than  any 
other  possession.    This  system  may  locaU 
ly  be  eKceediugly  beneficial ;  but  there  are 
5pme  obvioufi  objectious  to  it :  such  as  the 
precariousness  of  the  life  of  the  animal, 
and  the  great  loss  which  must  arise  from 
any  accident  tp  it,  in    most   cases  irre* 
paruUe,  which  put  it  altogether  out  of  the 
question,  as  to  general    adoption;  and 
flings  great  doubi  upon  its  application  to 
those  parts  of  the  kingdom  even  niost 
adapted  to  it.   Money,  sir,  I  apprehend  to 
be  the  only  sort  of  property  which  it  is 
lirorth  our  while  to  ^ive  encouragement  to 
the  labourer  U>  acquire ;  which  b  convert- 
ible into  whatever  other  species  of  property 
be  may  think  fit  to  purchase.    The  con- 
aideration  then  is,  that  of  a  plan  bv  which 
the  sa/viogs  of  the  poor  may  be  safely  and 
profitably  inv<estecf.    If  a  labourer  spends 
the  whole  of  his  earnings,  he  necessarily 
*  becomes  a  charge  to  the  parish,  upon  the 
first  accident  be  meets  with,  or  the   first 
attack  of  sickness ;  and   if  he  is  fortunate 
eAough  to  escape  both,  the  burthen  is  only 
suspended  till  age  renders  him  incapable 
af  wodrk.    A  great  proportion  of  the  la- 
botiriAg  peor  thus  become  iti  succession 
claimants  upon  the  parish  ;  and  this  must 
in  soxne  degree  coutinue  until  the  poor  can 
btt  iodttttsd  to  lay  by  something  in  health, 
86  a  provision  for  sickness  or  age.     Such 
of  tliem  as  make  the  experiment,  and  have 
oncefisli  tbe  satisfaction  of  possessing  soni&- 
tluQg  of  their  owa,  ofdin««rily  eueeeed  be. 
yond  all  expectatfOR.     A'dvenced  one  step 
towards  independence,  they  go  on  to  im- 
p)X)ve  their  caodition ;  and  in  this  class 
are  foucid   sotaa  of  the  most  iudnsiriioiks, 
frugal^  and   meritorioits  memf^evs   of  so- 
ciety.   That  so  few  are  found  to  make  any 
saving  may  in  a  great  degree  be  accounted 
for,  by  the  di/Rculty  of  puhing  oat  the  little 
they  can  raise  at  a  time.  A  poor  man  would 


often  be  glad  to  put  out  small  sums  to  in* 
derest,  who  cannot  make  up  enoi^h  to  in- 
duce a  mHH  of  property  to  take  it :  and  in 
the  length  of  Ume  necessary  tu  raise  a  lar-> 
gersum,  so  mauy   temptations  occur  for 
spending  the  little  fund,  that  it  requires  a 
degree  of  forbearance  and  self-denial  wluch 
few  possess,  to  resist  theui.   Thus,  the  poor 
maa  not  knowing  where  to  place  the  money 
be  has  saved,  spends  it  unuecessarily,  or 
trusts  it  with  some  plausible  neighbour,  and 
loses  it,  or  puts  it  in  his  drawer,  aad  is  rob^ 
bed  of  it ;  or  places  it  in  the  hands  of  his 
master,  who  in  some    instances  has  ini- 
quitously  defrauded    his   industrious  and 
confiding  servant.    Thus  men  are  discou« 
raged  from  the  renewal  of  an  unsuccessful 
attempt :  and  others  are  deterred  by  such 
examples.    The  obvious  remedy  for  this  * 
evil,  is  to  find  out  a  method  adapted  to  the 
situation  of  the  poor,  by  which  they  may 
put  out  their  savingiB  with  security,  at  a 
fair  interest,  for  this  purpose.     The  esta- 
blishment of  friendly  societies  opens  a  very 
'general  and  useful  resource :  apd  I  am  glad 
of  this  public  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
decided  approbation  of  thoae  excellent  in-* 
stitutions ;  and  my  sense  o£  the  obligation 
due  to  tlie  right  hon,  gent,  opposite  to  me 
(Mr.  Rose),  under   whose  auspices  an  act 
has  beeupassed  for  the  regulation,  support, 
and    encouragement   of    tliose  societies, 
which  by  incjeasing  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers to  them  has  proved  highly  beneficial 
to  the  country ;  I  mean  the  act  of  the  33d 
of  the  king,  c«  54;  but,  sir,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  some  insititution,  such  as  I 
shall  venture  presently  to  suggest,  are  want- 
ed in  aid  of  the  operations  of  those  societies. 
Sir,  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  are  jea^ 
lous,  aad  naturally  so,  of  any  interference 
orcomroul  over  their  property  ;  and  many 
who  from  motives  of  jealousy  arepreyent-? 
ed  from  placing  their  savings  in  societies 
of  this  description,  would  place  it  out  to 
profit,  or  upon  contingenciea,  when  the 
wfaolp  of  the  management  woald   remain 
exclusively  to  themselves*  .Sir,  to  shew 
how  much  this  sort  of  jealousy  operates, 
one  might  vcBiark,  that  akhongh  the  ad« 
vantages  held  ont  by  the  aet  in  qnestioi^ 
,are  very  great,4nd  that  tbe  effect  has  been, 
as  I  believe^  greatly  to  increase  the  numr 
ber  of  oMmbom  ns  thcss  aocidiaa^  stiU  ^be 
raterference  of  the  law  has  eerSainly  a^rm- 
ed  some  others;   and  I  have   beard  of 
instances  where  clubs  have  been  broken 
up  in  eoMeqnenee  ef'lt;    Ifte  balance, 
hqweveri  ^  am  sn^fe,  i§^in'|hwur  of  the 
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ecu     These    prejudices  would   certainly 
operate  ipost*    when*  the  act    was    new. 
"    They  will  cradually  wear  away,  and  the 
country  will  receive  the  full  me^^sure  of  its 
benevolent  provisions.     Sir^  no  man  can 
be  a  greater  friend  than  I  am  to  the  insti- 
tution of  friendly  societies ;    and  in   the 
county   in  which  I  live,  1  do  all  in  niv 
power  to  encourage  and  support  them,     I 
know  only  of  one  objection  to  them,  and 
,      that  .is  inseparably  attendant  upon  them ;  it 
is  I  believe  without  .remedy,  and  is  by  no 
means  of  such  magnitude  as  to  counteract 
their  general  value.     I  mean  the  frequent 
meetings  they  demand ;  the  loss  of  lime, 
«Lnd  expenditure  of  money  at  the  public 
houses.     I  am  no  enemy  to  relaxation  and 
social  meetings  amongst  the  lower  classes ; 
they  have  a  right  to  their  enjoyments  when 
conJined  within  the  bounds  of  sobriety  and 
moderation ;  but  I  do   not  wish  that  the 
temptations  to  indulgences,  in  which  the 
head  of  the  family  alone  can  partake,  should 
be  multiplied. — Some  persons,  struck  with 
the  bene&t  of  these  friendly  societies,  have 
carried  their  love  for  them  so  far,  as  to 
propose  a  general  national  club,  to  which 
every,  healthy  labourer   should  be  com- 
pelled to  contribute.     Sir,  I  need  hardly 
saya  that  such  a  scheme  is  quite  impracti- 
cable ;  and  that  by  compulsion  we  should 
entirely  destroy  that  which  is  the  effect  of, 
and  can   be  supported  only  by,  free  will. 
The  impossibility,  of  \vatching  the  members 
of  such  a  club,  with  the  vigiltiuce  necessary 
to  guard  against  fraud,  and  all  the  nume- 
rous difiiculties  attending  the  scheme,  are 
too  obvious  to  be  dwelt  upon  :  but  I  have 
mentioned  the  matter, in  order  to  shew  that 
it  has  not  escaped  my  observation.     Sir, 
what  1  shall  propose,  is  to  assist  the  inten 
tion  of  the  benevolent  societies,  but  not  to 
put  them  aside  or  interfere  with  them.— 
I    Mr.  Malthus  has  proposed  the  establish- 
[   ment  of  county  banks.     I  confess  I  see 
many  objections  to  that  plan  also,  arising 
put  of  its  complexity,  and  the  difficulty 
there  would  be  in  making  any  general  and 
perfect  responsibility  for  so  many  different 
and  dispersed  establishments;  but  I  ap- 
prove  his  principle,  and  would  extend  it* 
"-"I  heg  gentlemen  not  to  start  at  what  I  am 
fibout  to  suggest,  which  to  many*who  hear 
me  may  be  quite  new,  but  to  afford  it  their 
'  cool  and  deliberate  consideration.  I  would 
:  propose  the  establishment  of  one  great  na^ 
tional  institution,  in  the  nature  of  a  bank, 
for  the  use  and  advantage  of  the  labouring 
classes  ajione :  that  it  should  be  placed  in 


the  metropolis,  and  be  under  tbe  controul 
^nd  management  of  proper  persons,  to  be 
appointed  according  to  the  provisions  coku 
tained  in  the   bill  1  shall  move  for  leave 
to  introduce ;  that  every  man  who  shall.be 
certified  by  one  justice,  to  his  x)wn  know-  , 
ledge,  or  on  proof»  to  subsist  principally  or  i 
alone  by  the  wages  of  hit  labour,  «hall  be 
at  liberty  to  remit  to  the  accountant  of  the 
Poor's  Fund  (as  I  would  designate  it)  ia 
notes  or  cash,  any  sum  from  20«.  upvirards.; 
bu^t  not  exceeding  20/.  in  any  one  year, 
nor  mare  in  the  whole  than  £00/.    That 
once  in  every  week  the  remittances  of  the 
preceding  week  be  laid  out  in  the  3  per   i 
cent,  consolidated  bank  annuities,  or  ia 
some  other  of  tbe  government  stocks,  ia 
the  name  of  commissioners  to  be  appointed; 
to  avoid  all  minute  payments,  no  dividend 
to  be  remitted  till  it  shall  amount,  to  10««, 
and  that  all   fractional  sums,  under   10*. 
be  from  time  to  time  re-invested,  in  order 
to  be  rehdered  productive  towards  tlie  es- 
pences  of  the  ofi&ce.     The  plan  will  be 
more  amply  detailed  in  the  bill  itself,  and 
such  regulations  are  provided  as  wall,  with 
the  intervention   of  the  post-office,  give 
ample  facilities  to  its  execution.     Gentle- 
men need  not  be  told,  that  the  perfection 
attained  in  the  management  of  that  great 
machine  is  such,  as  to  give  tbe  most  easjp 
and  rapid  means  of  communication  with 
the  metropolis,  much  greater  indeed  thaa 
usually  subsists  betvfeen  the   remote  parts 
of  any  county  and  its  capital  town.    Sii^ 
the  advantage  of  such  a  plan  as  that  which 
I  have  just  sketched  out,  would  be  very 
much  increased,  if  in  addition,  an  oppor- 
tunity were  given  to  those  who  might  wish 
by  an  annual  payment  up  to  a  given  age, 
to  purchase  an  annuity  for  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  :  or  to  insure  the  payment  of 
a  gross  sum  to  their  families  upon  their 
death;  or   upon   any  of  those  calculable 
events,  which  are  the  usual  objects  of  in- 
surance.— There  are  offices  in  which  the 
higher  and  middle  classes,  may  by  propor- 
tional annual    payments,  make  a  provi- 
sion for  themselves  or  families ;  but  the 
lowest  of  tbe  requisite  payments,  Are  above 
the  reach  of  the  labourer ;  to  whom  suck 
a  provision  is  still  more  necessary.  I  would 
therefore  propose,  that  at  the  same  place, 
there  should  be  established/  under  the 
same  direction,  an  insurance  office  for  the 
poor :  that  tables  should  be  calculated  for 
the  assurance,  in  consideration  of  annual 
payments  of  gross  suras  upon  the  death  of 
the  assurec];^  of  an  aonuity  for  tbe  remaiov 
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der  of  a  life  after  a  ^iren  age ;  of  of  an 
annuity  to  a  wife  surviviDg  a  husband;  or 
of  payments  upon  a  child's  attaining  a 
certain  age.  The  same  descriptidn  of  per- 
sons to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
part  of  the  plan,  and  opoo  similar  certifi. 
cates.  No  annual  payment  to  be  less  than 
109.  or  more  than  6L  That  the  calcu- 
lations be  at  such  rates  of  interest,  and 
probabilities  of  the  duration  of  life,  as  to 
be  likely  to  give  such  an  advantage  only  to 
the  insurers,  as  would  cover  the  expence  of 
the  establishment.  That  the  receipts  be 
invested  in  stock.  That  no  insurance  be 
made  upon  any  life  without  the  testimony 
itpoB .  oath  of  a  medical  man,  that  such 
person  is  in  good  health ;  nor  without  proof 
on  oath  of  the  age,  and  the  certificate  of  a 
justice,  that  he  is  satisfied  of  the  facts. 
On  proof  of  fraud  or  misrepresentation, 
the  insurance  to  be  forfeited. — I  should 
also  propose,  that  all  remittances  to  and 
by  the  accountant  of  both  these  offices^  and 
all  necessary  correspondence,  should  be 
free  of  postage ;  and  that  no  bill,  certifi- 
cate, or  policy,  should  be  subject  to  any 
stamp  doty ;  nor  probates  of  wills  in  re- 
spect of  this  fund  only ;  and  that  all  divi- 
dends and  annual  payments,  should  be 
wholly  exempt  from  the  property  tax.  In 
this  part  of  the  plan,  I  have  fdl lowed  up 
the  principle  laid  down  in  the  act  relating 
to  the  friendly  societies  ;  and  it  is  obvious, 
•thai  the  ^revenue  would  lose  nothing  by 
such  exemptions;  because,  without  such 
oflfices,  no  such  correspondence  or  instru- 
ments would  exist  as  are  here  proposed  to 
be  exempted  from  postage  and  duty :  and 
the  annual  payments  would  all  be  below 
tbose  sums  which  it  has  been  in  the  con- 
templation of  pai^liament  to  subject  to  the 
operation  of  the  property  twc. — Such,  sir, 
is  the  general  outline  of  the  plan  I  would 
propose  to  encourage  the  labourer  to  ac- 
quire property  ;  and  to  secure  to  him  the 
certain  and  profitable  possession  of  it  when 
acquired,— I  beg  the  patient  attention  of 
-the  house  and  the  country  to  the  conside- 
ration of  it ;  and  I  have  the  greatest  hope 
of  a  hap^y  effect  from  its  being  put  in  prac- 
tice. If  the  poor  should  be  found  to  avail 
themselves  of  it  to  any  extent ;  the  advan- 
tages to  them  and  to  the  country,  would 
be  incalculable,  and  the  expence  attending 
it  would  speedily  be  covered :  if  it  should 
not  succeed,  the  trial  can  cost  but  little. — 
The  next  point  which  ¥  wish  to  urge  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  is  the  law  of 
6ettle0ieut.    Sir,  I  believe  it  to  be  now 


nniwrsally  admitted,  tiiat  the  code  of  laws 
which  exist  upon  that  subject  Is  grievously 
oppressive  to  the  poor,  and  injarious  to 
the  common  wealth.  Here  again  all  emi« 
nent  writers  concur  with  me  in  reprobating 
the  system  of  settlement  as  carried  into 
practice,  and  in  wishing  that  it  should  be 
much  relaxed.  Mr,  Rose  in  his  pamphlet 
on  the  poor-laws,  justly  prides  himself  on 
having  first  shaken  thu  obnoxioas  fabric ; 
and  the  bill  passed  in  the  year  179^i  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  df  its  learned 
author,  Mr.  East,  gave  it  another  material 
shock.  Sir,  I  am  glad  to  perceive  the 
feelings  of  the  house  to  go  along  with  me 
so  cordially  in  the  opening  of  this  p^rt  of 
my  plan,  it  will  be  the  less  necessary  for 
me  to  occupy  their  time  in  the  deroonstra* 
tion  of  a  point  which  seems  so  evident.  I 
at  the  same  time  anticipate  the  decision  of 
the  bouse,  that  the  law  of  settlement  could 
not  be  entirely  done  away  with  safety  or 
convenience.  Sir.  an  erroneous  opinion 
pretty  generally  prevails,  that  the  law  of 
settlement  had  its  origin  in  the  famous 
statute  of  the  13th  and  14th  of  Charles  II, 
which  did  indeed  modify  it,  and  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  open  the  door  to  more  acrif 
monious  disputes  than  are  to  be  traced  to 
any  number  of  laws,  however  great,  upoi^ 
your  table  ;  wherein  the  substance  of  tbose 
who  have  contributed,  liEis  been  wasted  for 
the  purpose  of  harassing  and  vexing  those 
for  whose  relief  it  was  intended.  But,  sir, 
the  ct|stom  of  settlement  bad  its  origin  in 
very  remote  times,  and  we  find  very  early 
traces  of  it  in  the  statute  law.  So  early 
as  the  12th  year  of  Richard  II.  cap.  7.  the 
place  of  a  man's  birth  is  declared  to  be 
the  place  of  his  settlement.  By  the  Hth. 
of  Henry  VII.  c.  2.  the  settlementofa  man  is 
deemed  to  be  where  he  was  best  known  or 
born ;  and  by  the  horrible  statute  before 
cited,  of  the  Ist  of  Edw.  VI.  cap.  3,  a 
man^s  settlement  is  declared  to  be  in  the 
place  of  his  birth,  or  where  he  has  last 
resided  for  3  years.  At  length  came  the 
act  of  the  13th  and  14th  Car.  11.  c^.  12. 
which  conferred  a  settlement  by  a  resi- 
dence of  40  days.  But,  sir,  it  at  the  same 
time  gave  the  power  of  removing  persons 
likely  to  become  chargeable,  and  thereby 
became  Die  inexhaustible  source  of  le^^l 
venation.  It  is  <:urious,  and  ipay  be  in- 
structive to  those  who  woi^ld  wish  to  get 
rid  of  settlements  altogether,  to  look  at  the 
state  of  the  country  at  the  time  this  act 
was  passed,  which  is  depicted  in  tbd  pre- 
amble to  the  act  itself.    It  is  theie  salct> 
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*'  That  wliereas,  by  reason  of  some  defects 
''  in  the  law,  poorpeQple  are  not  restrained 
**  from  going  from  one  parish  to  another, 
**  and  therefore  do  endeavour  to  settle 
**  themselves  in  those  parishes  where  is 
*'  the  best  stock,  the  largest  commons  or 
«(  wastes  to  build  cottages,  and  the  most 
<<  woods  for  them  to  burn  and  destroy ; 
**.  and  when  they  have  consumed  it,  then 
*^  to  another  parish;  and  at  last  become 
^*  rogues  and  vagabonds,  to  the  great  dis- 
«  couragement  of  parishes  to  provide 
**  stock  where  it  might  be  destroyed  by 
"  strangers : — ^be  it  thereibre  enacted,  &c." 
•—Now,  sir,  this  uncontrolled  power  to  the 
labouring  poor,  of  planting  themselves  in- 
discrimiuately  in  any  place,  is  not  what  I 
ahould  think  it  wise  for  the  legislature  to 
give,  as  long  as  you  hold  fo^th  the  hand  of 
the  nation  to  relieve  their  wants.  By  the 
1st  of  James  II.  cap.  17 •  the  40  days  were 
to  be  accounted  from  notice  given  to  the 
overseer;  and  by  the  3d  and  4th  of  Will, 
6c  Mar.  cap.  11,  it  y^as  further  required, 
that  the  notice  should  be  read  in  the 
church.  This  power  of  gaining  a  settle- 
ment by  a  residence  of  40  days  was  thus 
rendered  quite  nugatory,  because  the  de- 
livery of  the  notice  would  at  all  times  ope- 
rate  as  a  warning  to  the  overseer,  to  obtain 
the  removal  of  the  pauper,  as  likely  to  be- 
come chargeable.  The  8th  and  9th  of 
^ill.  &  Mar.  cap.  30^  introduced  the 
machinery  of  certificates,  which  went  but 
a  very  little  way  towards  the  cure  of  the 
evil ;  acid  by  a  statute  which  passed  in  the 
S5th  of  the  king;  which  I  shall  presently 
name,  the  use  of  certificates  is  quite  done 
away.-.-By  the  law  therefore  as  it  now 
stands,  no  length  of  residence  will  of  iUelf 
gain  a  settlement.  Vexatious  removals 
are  indeed  greatly  diminished,  by  the  hu- 
mane provisions  of  35  Geo.  III.  cap.  101. 
whereby  it  is  enacted,  that  no  person  shall 
be  removed  till  he  shall  becopne  actually 
chargeable.  But  no  settlement,  by  any 
length  of  residence  can  be  gained.— It  fre* 
quently  happens  therefore  that  a  man  set- 
tled by  birth,  or  who  has  a  derivative  set- 
tlement from  his  parents,  or  who  has  ac- 
quired a  settlement  by  apprenticeship,  or 
service  early  in  life,  is  fixed  in  a  distant 
part  of  tlie  kingdom,  till  age  renders  him 
incapable  of  any  longer  getting  his  living ; 
and  be  is  then  removed  from  a  parish  which 
has  had  all  the  benefit  of  his  labour  in  ac- 
tive life,  and  from  every  neighbourly  con- 
nection, to  linger  and  die,  where  he  knows 
and  is  known  to  no  one  i.  and  there  are  not 


wanting  instances  of  such  removals  after 
50  years  residen<:e  in  a  parish.— I  propose 
therefore,  that  in  addition  to  the  means  by 
which  a  settlement  may  now  be  acquired, 
that  a  residence,  as  a  householder,  for  5 
years  in  any  parish  without  being  charge- 
able to  that  or  any  other  parish,  shall  con- 
fer a  settlement  on  any  householder.  But 
I  would  add,  that  such  right  to  settlement 
should  be  forfeited  by  the  person  claiming 
it,  if  he  should  be  prpved  to  have  been  coin 
victed  of  any  cnme»  or  to  have  incurred 
any  infamous  punishment  during  the  pe- 
riod. By  this  restriction,  1  have  in  view 
the  preservation  of  the  morals  of  the 
country,  to  which  I  think  it  would  very 
greatly  conduce.  The  period  of  residence 
by  which  I  would  confer  a  settlement  cor- 
responds with  that  introduced  by  Mr.  Pitt 
into  his  proposed  bill,  and  I  think  it  will 
appear  to  the  house,  to  be  a  more  reason- 
able  limitation  of  time,  than  3  years,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  old  customs  .and  statute  for 
England  and  Wales;  and  by  the  law  of 
Scotland,  as  has  been  determined  by  very 
recent  decisions  of  the  court  of  session.-— 
Under  the  bead  of  settlemenis»  there  is 
another  case  for  which  it  is  extremely  de- 
sirable to  provide.  The  act  of  3<5th  Geo. 
III.  cap.  101,  having  taken  away  the  op- 
pressive power  of  removing  a  pauper  upon 
the  ground  pf  his  being  likely  to  become 
chargeable,  there;  is  no  way  of  obtaining  a 
judicial  decision  on  his  settlement,  or  even 
taking  an  examination  upon  it,  till  he  be- 
comes actually  chargeable :  and  it  is  not 
perhaps  till  the  distress  occasioned  by  his 
last  illness,  or  that  of  his  family  in  conse- 
quence of  his  death,  has  produced  an 
application  to  the  parish  officers,  that 
it  is  io  their  power  to  put  the  question, 
(however  disputable,  in  a  course  of  trial ; 
when  from  the  length  of  time  the  foots  have 
become  more  difficult  of  proof,  and  the 
testimony  of  the  pauper^  who  is  usually  the 
best  witness  of  his  own  settlement,  will 
often  have  been  lost.-— The  remedy  I  pro- 
pose is,  to  authorize  two  justices  upon  the 
application  of  the  overseer,  to  enquire  into 
*and  on  sufficient  evidence  to  make  an  order 
of  adjudication  of  the  settlement  of  any 
person  likely  to  become  chargeable,  is  the 
same  way  that  orders  of  removal  are  now 
made,  leaving  out  the  clause  of  removal ; 
that  ft  duphcateof  the  order  of  adjudication 
should  within  a  month  be  delivered  to  the 
overseers  of  the  parish  in  which  the  settle- 
ment is  adjudged  to  be ;  that  such  parish 
be  at  liberty  to  appeal  against  the  ordor  tu 
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Hie  quArtlffr  Mssiooffi  open  the  usuaT  Tegsl 
notioe ;  aiid  tibat  tbe  order  of  sessions  upon 
the  appeal,  or  tbe  order  of  the  justices,  if 
not  appealed  from,  be  conclusive  on  the 
settleoient,  as  in  the  case  'of  orders  of  re- 
moval. I  propose,  if  the  order  is  made 
witbif>  90  days  of  the  sessions,  to  allow  an 
alppeal  to  the  second  seRsions,  that  the  pa- 
liifa  in  which  the  settlement  is  adjudged  to 
bey  may  have  sufficient  time  to  make  en* 
qairy  into  the  case,  and  that  the  parish  ob- 
taining tlie  order  should  be  bound  to  pro- 
duce the'  pauper  who  is  the  subject  of  the 
order.  I  would  also  propose  that  an  order, 
Bot^  appealed  from,  should  be  recorded  at 
the  second  session  by  the  parish  obtaining 
it,  on  proof  of  the  delivery  of  a  duplicate 
to  tho  other  parish.— *Sir,  it  will  be -per- 
ceived' thar  by  thtif  proposition  I  would 
alter  notliing  of  the  old  law  of  settlement, 
but  ovsrely  superadd  the  power  of  obtain- 
ing! a  sattjement  whioh  I  have  described,  to 
those  already  in  existence*  That  I  there- 
foK  interftore  with  none  of  the  decisions  of 
the  cottrts  of  justice  in  that  long  string  of 
aettlement  cases  which  have  come  before 
them  for  their  opinion.  By  the  provision 
for  the  pnevioas  adjudication  of  settlement 
I. hope  to  take  away  the  ground  of  much 
expensive  litigation,  under  circumstances 
irfaich  render  proof  diflicult  and  sometimes 
impossible.— >Tbe  prineiple  of  the  previous 
adjudication  of  settlement,  will  be  found 
in  the  FViendly  Society  act,  and  I  have  al- 
most copied  the  provisions  of  the  clause 
which  it-  contains  relative  to  this  matter, 
adding  only  a  further  guard  against  vex- 
ation tO'Uhe  labourer;  by  ordering  that  in 
htt-cases'  where  he  is  ccimpellable  to  appear 
aa  a  witness  for  the  purpose  of  having  his 
setdemeot  adjudged,  the  expence  accruing 
from  his  lossof  time  shall  be  paid  to  him. 
From  M  these  pi^ovimons  I' expect  the  best 
effects,  in  the  additional  freedom  it  will 
give  to  the  person,  together  with  increased 
independence' to  the  mind  of  the  labourer, 
and  the  greatei^  equahty  which  it  will  create 
between  ther  demand  for  labour  and  its 
sopply.— The  next  matter  in  order,  in 
which)  i  wouid  -wif^fe^  parliament  to  make 
some  aitXsrscion)  is  the  constitution  and 
powee  of  vestries;  By  the  act  of  4i3d'£liz. 
cap;  %  the  eberthM^ai^ens-  and  overseers 
are  reqoited^  cmee  in  every  month-  after 
divine  seirvice,^  ^  meet  in  thie  church,  (here 
to>  consider  (^  the  course  to  bet<(ken  fbr 
fttlflUlag'thepurposesr  of  the  act.  By  the 
5d  fltKl  4th  Will.^  Maar.  cap.  11^,  s.  it, 
**  <  th»  parifhiooers.  are  trmect  ia  the  vestry 


**  yearly,  in  Sasterweeei;  or  as  often  tfs  It 
**  shall  be  thought  convenient,  and  the 
*'  lists  of  those  receiving  relief  are  to  be 
**  called  over,  the  reasons  for  relief  ex« 
**  amined,  and  new  list^  made  of  such 
"  persons  as  they  shalT^ink  fit,  and  allow 
*•  to  receive  collection;  and  no  other 
'<  to  receive  any  collection  without  the 
"  order  of  a  justice,  except  in  cases  of 
**  pestilence,  or  smalNpor."  The*  yearly 
meeting  appears  to  me  to  be  much  too  dis« 
tant,  and  the  words  **  as'  often  as  it  shall 
**  be  thoughtconvenient"  tnueh  too  loose, 
and  to  leave  too  much  in  the  discretion  of 
the  parish  officer,  i  bdieve  the  custom 
still  to  prevail  in  some  parishes,  of  as- 
sembling once  in  the  month,  or  at  some 
stated  periods;  but  such  meethigs  are  nor 
now  deemed  necessary,  ar#  not  regnkrly* 
summoned,  and  are  frequently  ooodnctecf 
without  regularity  or  dteorom*.  I  shall 
propose,  tWeibre,  to  restore' the  monthly 
meeting,  directed  byt  he  40tl  of  Ehzabeth ; 
and  as  the  intereste  of  the- inhabitants  are 
so  deeply  affected  by  the  administration  of 
the  poor  laws  ;  to  give  tttem  a  more'  ef- 
fectual controol  over  the  raising  and  ex- 
penditure of  their  money.  I-  propose^  that 
vestries  shall  meet  monthly;  and  on  notice 
at  intermediate  times;  thatf  Che  church 
wardens  and' overseers  be  reqnired  tb  fake 
their  opinion,  and  observe  ^ehr  direction 
upon  the  assessments  to  be  made,  the  per- 
sons to  be  relieved,  and  the  relief  to  be  gi- 
ven, in  all  cases  which  do  not  require  rm- 
med iate  attention  •  But  to  prevent  an  abuse 
of  this  power  by  undue  influence,  or  po- 
pular clamour,  it  will,  f  think,  be  proper 
to  do  something  as  to  the  constitution  of 
the  vestries,  as  far  as  regards  the  execution 
of  the  poor-laws.  Gentlemen  very^  well 
know,  that  the  meetings  of  vestries  atie*  too 
frequently  di#9rderly  and  tumultuous;  and 
that  the  more  respectable  part  of  the  in- 
habitants of  a  pari^  often  withdraw  them- 
selves from  all  attendance  on  parochial  bu- 
siness, from  the  disgust  they  experience  at 
soch  assemblies.  At  present  every  person 
rated  to  the  poor's  mte,  in  the  smallest 
sum,  has  an  equal  voice  in  the  vestiy  with 
the  proprietor  who  pays^thehighc?stpr(^ 
portion  to  the  rate  j  and*  a  few  very*  in-  . 
considerable  renters  sometimes  fnkve  it  in 
their  power  to  diepose  of  the- parish  money 
against  the  opinion  df  the  morrsul^tantid' 
and*  better  informed  inhabitants.  Inordfer 
therefore  to  gite  to  those  who  contributt 
most  to  the  fund,  a- due- weight  in  the*  ap- 
plication of  the  moneys  I  would  ptt>p08e> 
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Hi^t  a  pinrson  «86eiaed  in  it  corCain 
should  have  -two  votes,  and  in  a  fiertain 
acber  larger  sumy  three  votes,  and  Jthe 
largest  four.  The  act  passed  in  the  present 
feign,  $2d  Geo.  III.  c^  3.  coiniaonly  criled 
Mr.  Gilbert's  act,  directs,  tbat  in  partsbes 
adapting  the  provisions  of -that  statute,  no 
persoas  shall  be  ealitled  to  vote  io  vestry, 
who  are  not  assessed  to  the  relict  of  the 
poor^  in  the  annual  amouotof  5/«  I  would 
Dot  wish  to  see  that  regulation  geoeraUy 
adopted,  '  I  tijifyk  that  all  who  contribute 
oogbt  to  have  their  proportionate  controul 
over  the  distribution  of  tlie  qiooex.  In 
<>rder  to  .ensupe  <feeency  and  ondcr  in  the 
maetlogfe  themselves,  I  .would  propose, 
that  the  offioiating  plergyiuan  of  ^e  pariah 
f hotsld 4n  aU  ca^es,  when  present,  preside: 
iu  his^ejbseiice,  the  senior  churchwarden ; 
then  the  }i<oiof  churchwarden;  after  that 
fhe  overseers  in  succiessien<;  and  failing 
the  atcendeuoe  ofaHihave  named,  the 
peraoa  present  payiu^^he  highest  sUm  to 
the  TftXe  I  and  in  all  oases  of  equriity  of 
opinion^  tbat  the  chairman  ehould  have 
the  casting  ?pte.  By  such-  provisions  as 
)  have  described,  and  which  will  cyf  course 
be  more  accurately  and  amply  set  forth  in 
the.  bill,  I  should  hope  tosecure  a  more 
perfectcontroul  over  the  expenditure  of  the 
money;  more^care  in  the  method  of  raising 
it ;  and  to  convert «n  ineffectualt  noisy,  and 
tumultuous  meeting,  i nto  adecent,  eifectual, 
and  onderly  scene  of  business,  to  the  great 
cornet  of  the  pooff  ^d  the  great  saving 
of  the  parties  asses^d.-— Sii^  the  next 
matter  which  I  Would  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration'of  the  hou^,  is  one -of  the  viery 
first  itoportance,  I  mean  that  of  the  rate 
itself,  out  of  whief]  the  relief  is  given.  Sir, 
I  think  I  have  shewn  in  the  earlier  part 
of  my  speech,  that  enonnous  as  is  the  pre- 
sent amount  of  thie  rate  raised  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  poof,  and  rapid  as  the  increase 
of  it  has  been,  it*  is  not  practicable  to  re- 
ftfain  it  within  any  precise  boundary. 
The  reduction  to  be  hoped  for,  must  de- 
pend upon  the  success  of  the  aeasures 
which  may  be  enaeted  for  reformmgihe 
'habits,  aqd  improving  the  resouroes  of  the 
•poor,  Bodi  88  I  have  already  proposed, and; 
to  which  Ihave  still  some  to  add^  Sir» 
4fie  laVfor  a  compulsbiy  rate  grew  oat  of. 
very  ancient  statutes, '^hich  recommended 
fSb»  giving  of  alms.  By  the  27th  of  Henry 
Ylll*  cap.  'fiS»  collectors  were  appointed 
to  receive  tiie  akns  g^ven;  and  persons 
Were  fbihid  to  give,  estoept  to  those 
colieetors.  By  the  5tb4Mid^6tb  of  £d- 
VouVllI. 


ward  yi^  «ap«  ^^iht  bMtfhop  wal  directs 
to  exhort  those  who  should  xefuse  to  gi^ 
alms*  By  the  5th  of  Eltjc.  cap.  3>  ti 
bishop  wna  directed  to  bind  over  such  i 
shouid  fetuse  U>  give  alms,  and  the 
were  to  be  imprisoned.  By  the  14th  < 
Ells.  cap.  5,  justices  jnere  directed  1 
assess  in  every  pbce.  By  the  d^th  < 
the  sanle  queen,  cap.  3»  overseers  wei 
appointed  lor  the  management  of  the  raU 
and  at  length  fay  the  oelehraled  statute 
so  often  mentioned,  the  rate  was  directe 
to  be  assessed  after  the  maimer  which  con 
tinues  in  force  to  this  day.  The  oqI 
statutes,  j  believe,  which  have  been  passe 
since  that  period  on  the  sel^eetof  the  rati 
are  the  17 th  of<^eo  IT.  cap.  3,  which  d 
rects,**  tliat  notice  shaU  he  g^vea  of  Che  a 
lowance'of  a.rate»  without  which  n< 
tiae*  it  shall  not  be  valid ;  andalso  givi 
powet"  to  the  inhilbitanlks,  to  inspect  tb 
rate ;  the  17th  of  Qeo.  II.  cap.  dS,  whic 
directs  overseers  to  deliver  over  the  book 
to  their  sueoeesors,  and  gives  power  < 
appeal  against  the  rate,  .to  parties  aggrieve 
by  it;  aud  the  4ist  of  the  king,  cap.  2« 
which  makes  some  further  provisions  aboi 
appeals.  But  the  rate  itself  is  or  ought  1 
be  raised  at  this^day,  according  to  the  it 
tentions  and  enactments  of  the  .43d  Eli^ 
cap.  2 :  I  say,  ought  ^to  be;  beeause  the  ii 
tention  of*  that  statute  has  evident] 
been  departed  from  in  practice,  whereti 
a  very. gross  inequality  has  been  cre^t^ 
iq  the  distribution  of  burthen  necessaril 
imposed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  Si 
the  words  directing  the  levy  of  the  rate  ai 
as  explicit  as  to  the  persona  on  whom  tli 
levy  is  to  be  made,  as  can  well  be  deyise< 
They  are  the  following:  **  to  raise  weeklj 
**  or  otherwise,  by  taxation  of  every  inhi 
*'  bitant,  parson,  vicar,  orother,'  and  < 
**  every  occupier  of  lands,  houses,  tith< 
*'  impropriate,  propriations  of  tithes,  coa 
'*  mines,  or  saleable  underwoods  in  sue 
^*  parish,'^  &c.  By  these  vmrds  I  thin 
it  was  clearly  designed  that  every  perso 
haiiring  personal  property  in  a  parish  shoul 
be  aamied  in  regard  of  that  personal  pre 
perty ;  and  indeed  that  such  is  the  tru 
interpretatioo  of  the  law,  may  be  coUecte 
from  the  repeated  decisions  of  the  court  < 
King's  Bench.  The  rating  of  persons 
property  bad  long  Mien  into  disuse,  bi 
the  law  was  not  altered,  and  upon  a  cac 
which  came  befiore  the  court  on  an  appea 
althongh  the  rate  appealed  ag^nst  w{ 
quashed  for  ini^rmality,  Mr.  Justice  Asto 
tMf**  if  it  be  the  law  that  peraonal  pr 
3  M 
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**  perty  israttable,  it  must  be  rated  a1- 
**  tboogh  it  w«i  never  rated  before/'  Lord 
Kecyoo  in  another  ca8e<8aid,  **  There  is  no 
**  doubt  thatpertonal  property  is  rateable/' 
In  another  case,  of  the  King  against  White, 
it  was  decided,  that  **  ships  are  rateable  pro- 
'*  perty  like  stock  in  trade,  and  coo6rnied  a 
**  rate  made  apon  White  in  respect  of  such 
*^  ships,  to  the  amoaot  of  13*500//'  But, 
sir,  the  practice  of  rating  personal  property 
has  been  so  little  resorted  to,  tliat  the  land 
has  bmne  almost  the  whole  of  the  burthen, 
and  very  unjustly.  For  certainly  nothing 
can  t)e  more  unjust,  than  that  a  person 
carrying  on  a  lucrative  concern  within  a  pa- 
rish should  contributeoBly  in  proportion  of 
tiie  value  of  the  land  he  holds,  and  nothing  in 
respect  of  his  productive  cq>ita] ;  whifst  his 
neighbour  must  pay  in  the  same  proportion- 
for  bis  occupation,  although  his  resource 
for  income  should  bd  in  the  land  alone.  1 
am  perfectly  aware  that  by  the  eufoicing 
of  this  provision  of  the  statute  of  Elisabeth 
there  will  be  some  difficulties  to  encounter ; 
and  1  would  by  no  means  vest  in  any  hands 
the  sort  of  inquisitorial  power  necessary  to 
ascertain  the  income  of  persons  as  is  done 
ler  the  purpose  of  levying  those  large  taxes 
which  perhaps  must  ,be  raised  during  a 
war.'  But  all  productive  capital  must,  in 
its  bperation,  be  to  a  certain  degree 
visible.  '  Such  estimate  must  b^  made  of 
it  as  can  be  best  collected  from  circumstan- 
ces; and  the  power  of  appeal  affords  the 
remedy  to  the  party  assessed.  1  would 
propose  then  to  declare  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  farming  stock,  all  local  and  pro- 
ductive persona)  property  is  rateable.  Few 
persons,  perhaps,  will  be  more  touched  by 
each  a  declaration  of  the  law  than  myself, 
in  more  than  one  instance-;  but,  sir,  in 
this  house  in  order  to  do  their  duty,  men 
must  divest  themselves  of  all  personal  and 
seltish  considerations;  and  although  I  do 
not  pretend  to  greater  disinterestedness 
than  other  men,  and  should,  perhaps,  be  as 
eager  as  others  to  relieve  myself  from  any 
unnsual  payment,  when  called  upon  in  my 
individual  capacity,  }  have  now  objects  of 
far  greater  magnitude  in  my  vie«i>,  and  wish 
at  my  own  e^pence,  as  Well  as  at  that  of 
oihet-s,to  procured  more  equfil  and  gene- 
ral distribi^tion  of  inevitable  burthens,  in 
order  that  <tbey  may  sit  lightly  od  all. 
The^great  bulk  of  personal  property  will 
still  be  out  of  the  reach  of  legal  taxation ';| 
but  the  opulent  are  seldom'  fonnd  defif* 
cient  inhumane  attention  to  the  wants  of 
the  f  con     Sir,  there  is  anoth«r  grievaoce 


aDder  the  head  of  rating,  wbicb  ongfit  long 
since  to  have  been  redressed*    As  the  law. 
now  stands,  every  occcupier  is  rateable  to 
the  poor-rate;  and,  till  a  late  statute,  upon 
proof  on  any.  apfieal  against  the  rate,  of 
the  omission  of  the  smal Teat  teneqient,  the 
court  was  bound  to  quash  the  rate^     The 
act    alluded    to    allows   the  rate  to   bq 
amended,  but  the  properly  atiil  remain^ 
liable  to  be  rated ;  and    the  cottage  of  an 
industrious  labourer  or  workman^  siruggling 
to  support  himself  and  his  faniilyi,  is  still 
often   assessed  and   compelled    tp    pay, 
what  to  him  is  a  considerable  auoi,  tfi  b^ 
be^owed  on  less  deserving  objects.     lc| 
some  parishes  it  is  the  practice  4o  leafe^ 
out  all  persons  below    a  certain  yeai^ly 
value ;  in  others  they  exempt  by  naipesach 
as  they  think  too  poor  to  pay.  I  would  propose; 
to  you,  sir,  to  legalise  the  exemption,  by  au- 
thorising tbe  vestty  to  order  such  occupiers 
of  cottagesas  th^y  shall  think  too  poor  to  pay^ 
to  be  left  out  of  the  rate ;  to  declare  that  such 
omission  shall  npt  be  a  ground  pf  appeal 
against  the  rate ;  apd  also  to  give  power  to 
the  justices  upon  application  to  strike  out 
of  the  rate  the  name  of  any  person  who  shall 
occupy  a  cottage  not  exceeding  Qye  pounds 
in  yearly  value,  and  tba^  ^uch  exemption 
shall  not  in  anj^  V^se  be  considered  as  pa* 
rochial  relief.    To  prevent  abuse  also,  in 
cities  and  borpughs,  1  would  provide  that 
no  peiaoR  should  ever  be  exempted  except 
upon  his  own  application  expressed  in  wri*^ 
ling.    By  such  enactments,  sir,  I  entertain 
great  hopes  that  we  shaU  impose  upon  the 
rich  such  a  proper  share  of  the  burthen, 
as  they  cannot  severely  feel»  and  will  most 
ciieerfuUy   bear;  and  take  ^m  tl^  poor 
a  load,  which,  however  inadequate  to  ge- 
neral assistance,  is  to  him,  grieyous  and 
oppressive.— Sir,  I  must  detain  you  stiU 
longer  on  the  subject  of  the  parochial  rate: 
and  I  mean  to  suggest    somp  remedy  to^ 
tbe   extreme  iqequality  of  burthen  now 
subsisting  between  one  parish  and  anotbei:* 
In  doing  this,  we  should  only  restore  the 
spirit   of  the  43d  of  Elisabeth.    Sir,  by 
that  statute,  although  the  assessmjSnU  for 
the  expences  of  tbe  pooir  are  to  b^  raiaed 
ine^very  parish;  yet  a  discretion  is  giveo 
to  two  justices,  if  th^  shall  find  the  ia- 
habitants   of  any  parish  not;  able  to  pay 
sufficient  sums  wjthin  themselves,  to  tax 
**  any  other  of  other  parishes  within  tbe 
*^  hundred/'  And  if  the  hundred  sh^l  not 
be    thought    fit   and  able   to  relieve  the 
si^veral   parishes   ,unable.  to    provide  fqr 
th^mseW^i^^  tbe  justices  in  th^  gener^ 
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quarter   sessions "  are  required  "  to  rate 
'*  and  asifess  any  other  within  the  county." 
The  inability   here   spoken  of  xould  not 
naean  chat  the  whole  parish,  in  the  first 
place,  or  hundred  in' the  secoodi  should  be 
reduced  to  poverty  before  the  rest  of  the 
county  should  be  resorted  to;  the  inten- 
tion   must   have  been    to  guard  against 
gross  or  oppressive  inequality  in  the  charges ; 
but  the  terms  of  the  act  are  so  vague, 
and  the  means  of  judging  of  the  compa- 
rative inability  so  defective,  that  notwith- 
standing some  parishes  have  ^txx  subject- 
ed to  rates  equal  to  their  whole  rental,  the 
.  power  of  taxing  others  in  aid,  has  very 
seldom  been  efxercised. ,    Why,  sir,  there 
lire  many  gentlemen  who  hear  me  (and  I 
pacticttlarly  call  upon  one  of  the  hon.  mem- 
bisrs  for  the  borough  [Mr.  Henry  Thornton] 
^vho,  during  the  great  scarcity  experienced 
afew  years  ago,  was  most  humanely  active, 
to  attest  the  truth  of  my  assertion)  who 
know    that    withiq  the  precincts  of  this 
metropohs,    and    immediately   adjoining, 
there  are  parishes  at  this  moment  labour- 
ing under  the  most  grievous  affliction  be* 
cause    they  cannot  raise  the   money  ne- 
cessary for  the  relief  of  the  indigent.    Sir, 
I  mean    to   allude  more   particularly    to 
the  parish  of  Spitalfields.     A  description 
of  the  sufferings  of  that  parish  has  lately 
been  given  to  the  public  by  a  deserving 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Hale,  who  has 
long  oHiciated  in  the  parish  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  inhabitants  and  his  own  credit. 
That    district  is  unfortunately  inhabited 
by  none  but   the  poorest  classes  of   the 
piH)p]e  ;  manufacturers  who  resort  there 
for  the  cheapness  oi  lodging,  and  who,  in 
the  event  of  sickness,  or  stoppage  of  trade, 
or  apy  other  casualty,  are  instantly  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  the  parochial  fund. 
'I'hat  fund  is  to  be  raised  from  persons  of 
their  own  condition^  so  that  the  relief  which 
is  to  prevent  the  starvation  of  one  family, 
is,  of  necessity,  wrung  from  another,  to 
whom  the  loss  of  the  pittance  paid  pro- 
duces a  state  almost  approaching  to  fa- 
;  mine.    The  opulent  employers  of  these 
manufacturers,  all  live  in  other  parishes. 
Is  \t  not  fit,  sir,  that  some  remedy  should 
be  applied  to  this  evil,  and  evils  like  this  ? 
If  what  I  shall  propose  to  you  shall  not  be 
enacted,  or,  if  enacted,  shall  not  reach  the 
qas^,  some  special  parliamentary  provbio,n 
must  be  made  for  it.*-Sir,  that  the  inten- 
tion  and  letter  of  the  sUtute  of  the  43d  of 
£li2«.  ere  what  I  have  represented  them  to 
be,  lean  prove  in^this  case  also,  by  deci- 


sions of  the  court  of  king's  bench.      In 
the  case  of  **  the  king  against  Borougfafen/' 
''  a  taxation  had   been  made  of  several 
persons  in  a  parish,  in  aid  of  another  pa« 
rish. .  It  was  objected,  that  it  should  have 
been  of  all  the  persons  in  a  parish.    The 
•court  thought  it  unreasonable  that  several 
persons  in  a  parish  should  be  charged,  and 
not  all.     But  the  words  of  the  statute  are 
very  strong,  and  did  not  quash  the  order 
for  that  objection,'*  In  the  cases  of  the 
<<  king  against  the  tithing  of  MtUand," 
the  <«  king  and  Knightly,'^  and  the  '*  king 
''  and  the  parish  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  in 
Marlhrd';'"   in   similar*  assessments,  the 
orders  were  lUl  affirmed  by  the  court.— No  w, 
sir,  I  hope  to  iiave  devised  »  means  of  re- 
medyihg  this  inequality  generally,  and  by 
the  same  expedient,  to  prodnce  a  compe- 
tition in  economy  amongst  all  the  parishes 
of  a  county.     I  should  therefore  propose 
to  empower  the  court  of  quarter  sessions, 
at  the  second  session  which  may  take  place 
after  the  passing  of  the  act,  and  at  the  ex<« 
piration  of  the  seventh  and  every  suc- 
ceeding seventh  year  from  that  period,  to 
require  from  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
within  their  respective  jurisdiction,  returns 
of  the  rental  and  other  profits  upon  which 
the  poor-rate  is  charged ;  and  the  charge 
per  pound.     In  the  first  place,  sir,  I<appre- 
hend  that  the  publicity  of  the  proceedings 
of  every  parish,  would  create- a  desire^  that 
those  proceedings  should  be  such  as  to  bear 
the  light.    The  comparative  state  of  the 
rate  in  each  parish  would,  at  one  view,  be 
before  all  the  land-owners :     and  those 
whose  property  was  most  bar thcned,  would 
naturally  enquire  into  the  circumstances 
and   management  of  those   whose  rates 
were  the  lowest^  and  from  the  example  of 
others,  might  correct  the  improvidence  of 
their  own  parishioners.     Sir,  it  is  by  no 
means  my  intention  to  propose,  that  each 
parish  and  district  throughout  the  kingdom, 
should  not,  as  at  present,  maintain  ite  own 
poor  out  of  its  own  rate.     I  know  that  it 
has  been  a  favourite  project  .with  some,  to 
make  the  divisions  of  the  kingdom  larger, 
for  the  purpose  of  assessment  and  relief ; 
and  some  have  even  gone  so  far,  as  to  de- 
clare an  opinion,  that  as  the  object  is  na^ 
tional,  the  foad  and  the  management  of  it 
should  be  national  ako*     Sir,  I  confess 
that  in  speculation,  I  ahQ^ld  be  wholly 
against  such  exchange:   aQ4  :«;itperience 
amply  proves  to  me  that  sudi  a  cihange 
would  be  unwise.    The  gentleman  who  so 
accurately  and  laborivusly  wjifiHifiA  ^be 
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returns  made  in  the  year  IMISt  Mr.  Poole 
of  Somertee8hire>  and  whose  inforioation 
on  the  subject  of  the  poor-laws  is  exten- 
sive,  and  bus  willingness  to  comcnunicaie 
it»  most  praiseworthy,  has  furnished  oie 
with  data,  which  1  will  shortly  state.     Inr 
districts  so  small,  as  that  the  whole  of  the 
poor's  rate  collected  in  one.  year,  does  not 
exceed  100/.,  the  average  of  the  rate  is 
dt»  ^.  'r  from  100  to  200,  4s.  7d»  ;   from 
200  to  300,  Ss.  ld»;  arid  so  on  in  regular 
prpgiession  till  you  come  to  districts,  where 
from  %to  5  thousand  pounds  aie  eollected, 
and  ilien  the  average  of  the  rate  collected, 
amottutB  to  8s.  Qd*  in  the  pound.    Sir,  the 
reason   of  this  is-  manifest,  that  in  tlie 
smaller  districts  the  concerns  of  the  whole 
are  much,  more  nnder  the  eye  and  manage- 
ineat  of  eadi  contributor,  than  they  can  be 
when  more  extensive;  and  this  I  think 
furnishes  an  irrefragal^  argument  against 
th^  alteration  or  extension  of-  the  este- 
Uhhed  boundaries  of  tiie  kingdom,  as  well 
as  against  a  gc&eri^  national,    or  even 
county  fund,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.— 
Butysir,  anok^ectof  great  importance  may 
be  obtahied,  by  the  plan  I  have  suggested 
of  the  periodical  returns  of  assessable  pro- 
perty within  a  county,  t  mean  the  general 
equdizdtton  of  the  ceun^  rate  throughout 
England  and  Wales.    Sir,  it  is  universaUy 
known,  with  what  inequality  that  rate  falls 
upon  .the  public ;  the  proportions  in  which 
it  is  at  this  day  coUeeted,  are  those  which 
were  estaWshed  in  the  time  of  king  Wii- 
liom,  and  whatever  alterations  may  have 
taken  place  in  jthe  v]^e  of  land,  there  is 
DO  power  any  whiste  to  correct  the  great 
ittjastice  arising  out  of  the  eliange  of  cir- 
cumstanbes  on  the  one  baud,  and  the  ad- 
herence to  anbient  rules  on  the    other. 
This  has  been  So  strongly  felt  in  some 
countiei^  that  application  Jias  been  made 
to  parHatnent  for  redness.    Some  of  these 
applications  have  been  successful ;  and  in 
the  counties  of  -Middlesex  aud  Leicester, 
the  county  raf^s  Ate  equalised  by  special 
acta  of  parliaojent*    With  the  provisions 
of  those  acts  I  would  not  interfere ;  but  1 
would    propose^- that  the   eounty    rate 
thrQugbont  tbeiKifii|dom  should  be  eqaa« 
lized,  by  da>rectidgvhati!t  should  be  cbargecl 
on  every  partdb^^  propoiaite  to  dl^  asses- 
sed propert?)^  ikated  by  ttie  overteerr,  ac. 
cording  to  the'retumfe  proposed  to,  be  made 
by  them  at  the  exfnration  of  eveiy  T^tb 
year..    Having  put  this  fund  deri^red  from 
the  county  rate,  on  an  improved  and  more 
equitably  fooling;  I  would'ptoposc  outof  it 


to  relieve  stuib  parishes  within  tbeeoualyt  m 
shall  be  most  burthened  with  the  poor* 
rate.  Not  to  esldblisb  an  eqaahty  tbreugh- 
out  the  oouaty ;  lor  that  would  destioy  tbe 
motives  to  economy  :  but  that  any  parish^ 
whose  charges  upoa  an  avoage  of  Syears^ 
shall  hav^  been  more  than  double  the  ave^ 
rage  of  the  parish  nates  throughout  the 
county,  shall  have  liberty  to  apply  to  the 
court  of  quarter  session,  and* that  aplMft 
proof  titat'  the  expenditure  ha^  been  lie- 
eessaryaud  unavoidable,  the  justices  9haU 
be  empowered  to  grant  out  id  the  county 
stock*  sued  relief  as  they  shall  thhih  rea* 
sonable;  so  as  not  to  reduce  the  charge 
from  the  parish  applying,  to  lets  thato  duuble 
the  average  of  the  mte  raised  for--  the  re- 
liof  of  the  poor,  in  the  different  parishes 
throughout  the  county.    &y  thi^provisitlii 
it  seems  to  me,  that  aneaay  method  would 
be  found  for  relieving  extreme  pressure^ 
aud  at  the  safne  time,  ^haft  tlie  bui'fhett 
left  upon  the  parish  making  the  ^pKcaDen 
would  be  80  heavy,  as  td  aSbKd  an  andimi- 
nished   stimulos-   to  economy  and  good 
management.— 4  am  well  aware  thtki  oppo- 
sition to  the  equalisation  of  county  listeSy 
may  arise  from  interested  motives  ia  va- 
rious quarters ;  but  I  tbiuk  the  general  feel- 
ing must  be,  that  the  levying  them  in  the  pre- 
sent anode  is  improper^  and  that  t^at  feeiln* 
is  founded  in  justice,  and  that  the 'good 
sense  of  parltainteut  wtl)  prevail  -over  all 
selfish  considerations,  which  may  operate 
to  impede  the  progress  of  the  great-  work 
the  house  of  commons  wili^  on  this  tey, 
take  in  hand.— «Sir,  I  believe  I  have  etsited 
to  you  tA\  that  I  hftve^x)  propose,  with  re- 
gard to  the  rate»  and  I  am  now  naturally 
led  to  mention  the  power  1  would  wistk  to 
be  given  to  magistrates,  to  apply  a  part  of 
the  county  rate  towards  Che  exaltation  of^ 
the  character  of  the  labottrer.    No  one, 
sir,  is  so  little  conversant  with  the  nature 
of  man^  as  not  to  know  that  the  p<MbifMi» 
of  the  human  mind  may  be  inftueaeed  to 
the    greatest    possible    advantage.^-^TIiat 
hoj^ei  however  remote,  will  console  him, 
fiom  whom  it  is  not  entirelycut  off ;  and' 
cheer  the  ^K>om-  of  the  most  difiieult  atid 
laborious  €>^teiaoe{  and  that  the  k>veof 
dis^nctioa  is  so  deeply  implanted  in  the 
hooSan  breast^  that  It  may  be  used  to  excitb' 
hiih  to  the  pcft-fermance  of  tbe  ntost  Mf^fmre 
and  meritbridds  duty,  as  wall  ^  tetttpHbn^* 
'to  acts  of  the  tnost  atrocious  and  4ettdly 
orueky.-^^i^^  thtise  passions  are  a^fnilcK 
aMve  m  idie  hettrt  of'  tfa^  labourer,  aa  io 
that  of  the  man  of  the  aaostemneac^slu^kft* 
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I  WoHld  thefffom  eHM^urage  h\^  to  hope, 
for  reward  froM  extmofdiiuiry  pa€ietio«  aud 
\inaei  and  I  would  awaken  bt9  laudable 
ambition  to  lie  distinguished  abcfve  his  as- 
secMfet.    In  Mr.  Fiu's.bill  he  introduced 
pro^}sioti»|  »)k>wibg  the  chiini  of  the  la- 
bbut<er  to  parochial  relief,  under  certain 
clrcotdfitanceA  of  heavy  pressure,  arising 
ffbm  (be  kirgenes9  of  fuhilf.    Sir,  1  u>- 
aHyObJi^Gt  to  the  prioeiple  of  any  such 
claitA,  which  lie  had  extended  to  a  degree 
which  it  would  imte  bain  iiiipoisible  to 
have   provided    fiAids  to'  Satisfy.     Mr. 
Malthm,  whd  ii  oertatnly  fio  fHend  to  the 
cT^iin  of  right,  on  the  part  of  the  poor,  has 
gbne^tEe'  length  ol  toying,  that  If  a  man 
shall  }ik^0&ot  more  children,  he  ought  to 
be  eutifldd  to  some  aid'  towarda  their  sup- 
p6n;    f  would  not  give  any  subh  right,  nor 
aliow  of  general  relief,  oti  those  grounds ; 
bbt  P  woulii  propose  to  parliament,  to  itr>- 
power  the  justsces  in  quarter  sessions,  to 
b^tow  a  reveard  upon  the  labouring  man, 
whojshttll  upon  the  earnings  of  his  laboui', 
1^4  brought  u^  6  or  more  children  to  a 
ct¥liE^n  age  without  parochial  relief.    It  is 
dsMeih  that  the  claimants  for  such  prises 
\9tHild  not  be  Vttry  numerous,  but  the  merit 
df  sbdh  ekkimatilS  must  inevitably  be  very 
gre&t,  And  ought  to  be  at  leaet  within  (be 
pOdSlhiKty  of  being  rewarded.    I  would 
afekb  limit  the  reward  txi  he  giveti  to  the 
niost  deservitig,  to  k  sum  so  moderate » 
that  k  oottM  nK»t  be  any  where  fhlt  as  a 
buftheUv  And  I  would  give  a  power  to  tl^e 
UMigifethitea  to  iidd-  some  tok^  of  disttnc- 
tton,  ite  caftes  of  pre*emineut  merit,  to  the 
pecuniary  reward  that  a  man  might   be 
known  to  have  obtained  the  approbation 
of  the  court.    This  might  be  done  by  the 
rift  of  a  odat  or  a  hat;  or  if  that  was  not 
deettuM  a^khisble,  a  parchment  certificate, 
wttfa  the  oo^nl^f  seal  alitxed  to  it,  might  be 
^vell  to  the  kboul^r  to  be  hung  up  in  his 
cocia|e,  as  a  gmiiiksalion  to  himself  during 
hill  liw^i  and  an  incentive  to  his  children 
sMer  bis  deceiftse.    The  expense  attending 
tl^e  edieeution  of  this  part  of  my  plan    I 
wibiM  throw  upon  the  county  rate.    The 
diiMerelioff  of  exercisiuf  the  power  en- 
tMltM  to  tllem>  would  rest  entirely  with 
this  tfeiiitrhtes,  and  if  the  claimants  in- 
OKase  in  numher,  the  a<hrantage  would  be 
(Mitinordte^tly  gieat.    But)   sir,  I  aitti- 
dpM#  an  objecitieto.    Thai  conifidlering  tiie 
eevene  s^atoiss  which  have  teken  place,  imd 
Am:  aAHie^  univei^al  neees^ty  they  !f«ve 
dotteiened  for  parochial  relief,  yoei*  law 
wool*  bt  IB  iKiiHrespeot  negatoty>  4or  th«t 


yon  could  not  expect  a«y  clatmants  at  a 

To  that  I^ould  i^ply,  first,  that  if  you  h 

no  claimants,  no  expence  could  be 

curred-,  and  thereffire  your  enactment  coi 

do  no  harm;    and  secondly,-  that  ex] 

rience  justifies  me  in  assei'ting,  that  cl 

mantt  would  appear.    Sir,  we  all  km 

that  agricultural^  societies  have  been  es 

blished  in  many  parts  of  rt)e   kingd< 

with  the  most  beneficial  effects ;  and*  tl 

amongst  other  of  their  praiseworthy  < 

jects,  has  been  that  of  rewarding  meri 

nous  labourers.     Premiums  have  been 

nerAlly  ofi\?red  by  those  societies,  for  sc 

men  as  shall  have  brought  up  the  kr^ 

families  upon  the  waws  of  labour,  witb 

parochial  relief.     Such  a  society  was 

stitnted   in  the   county  in  which  I  H 

under  the  pequliar  direction  and  patron 

of  that  great  patron  of  all  that  was  w 

patriotic,  benevolent,  and  good,  the  ] 

.duke  of  Bedford ;  it  is  still  patronized  t 

'eflfectoally  supported  by  his  worthy  s 

cesser.     The    Bedfordshire    Agriculti 

Society  was  formed  immediately  after 

pressure  of  the  scarce  years,  and  I  con 

{that  at  the  time  I  assented  to  the  propi 

tton  for  premiums  of  the  sort  I  have 

scribed,  I  did  not  entertain  any  expectal 

that  they  would  ever  be  adjudged.     1: 

astonished  and  delighted  then  must  I  h 

jbeen,  as  I  truly  was,  to  find  swarms  of  c 

didates  for  the  inspection  of  their  cer 

cates!  those  certificates  having  been 

quired  in  a  way  to  preclude  the  possibi 

of  fi*aud.    What  heartfelt  joy  was  ea 

rienced  by  the  great   and   ever- to-be 

1  men  ted  personage,  who  at  our  first  mee 

jdistribuied  the  rewards  to  the  succes 

candidates,  and  by  all  who  assisted  at 

usefiil*  institution.    When  I  saw  the  ho 

.glow  of  self-gratification  beaming  on 

rugged  countenance  of  industrious  lal 

at  the  sight  of  the  unexpected  boon ; 

tear  of  joy  trickliug  down  that  furro 

cheek  which  had  been  often  moistened 

the  tear  of  anguish  and  disappointmen 

could  not  help  exclaiming  to  the  fan 

assembled  round  me,  "  Do  you  see 

sight?  Could  you  have  believed  the  i 

tence  of  these  meov  if  they  had  not  I 

produced  before  your  eyes?  Let  it  1 

lesson  to  us.    The  idle,  the  profligate, 

the  clamourous,  are  coustauily  obtru 

themselves  upon  our  notice.    They 

fraud,  hritate,  and  fatigue  us,  and  w< 

apt  to  judge  atid  condemn  all  their  bret 

m  consequence  of  their  misconduct.  Vi 

is  putxtut,  sikuti  and  unobserved ;  it 
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liovet  uf  to  bring  her  into  noltoe,  and  le* 
vard  lier.  May  this  sociely  thea  flourish 
aad  be  perpetual^  if  ouly  for  the  purpose 
of  rewardijig  meritorious  industry,  and 
creati^  in  the  labourers  an  emulation  to 
do  well ;  in  ttieir  employers  a  determina- 
tion to  do  their  duty  by  them*  and  an  im- 
proved opinion  of  human,  nature  r  Sir* 
tthat  which  I  then  contributed  lo  make 
local,  I  now  wish  to  make  national,  and 
from  experience  of  its  beneficial  operation 
on  a  small  scale,  I  propose  it  to  your  adop- 
lion  on  a  general  one,  and  I  repeat  the  re- 
mark I  have  made,  that  if  it  fails,  it  can 
cost  nothing ;  if  it  succeeds,  it  must  be  of 
inestimable  value.— Sir,  I  would  next  ad- 
vert to  a  circumstance  veiy  materially  con* 
ceming  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  poor, 
and  which  certainly  requires  the  inter 
ference  of  the  l^islature;  I  mean  the 
building  of  cottages.  Sir,  you  well  know, 
that  by  the  5th  section  of  the  4dd  of 
£lix^  c.  2,  the  churchwardens  and  over 
seers  of  the .  poor  are  empowered  to 
build  cottages  for  the  habitation  of  the  im- 
potent poor,  upon  the  wastes,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  lord  of  the  manor*  But  the 
execution  of  this  power  has  fallen  almost 
totally  into  disuse,  and  indeed,  from  the  al- 
tered circumstances  of  the  country,  has  in 
most  cases  become  totally  impracticable, 
the  division  of  property  under  acts  of  in- 
closure  having  become  so  general,  and  de- 
cisive, as  to  leave  no  spot  of  which  the  pa- 
rish could  take  advantage,  apd  there  being 
no  power  to  buy  land  for  the  purpose  of 
building  upon.  Sir,  I  would,  propose  to 
revive  and  give  effect  to  the  power  for- 
merly given  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers,  of  building  cottages;  to  which  I 
would  add  the  power  of  buying  land  to  a 
certain  extent,  not  exceeding  perhaps  in 
the  whole  five  acres.  By  the  limitations 
and  restrictions  I  shall  impose  upon  it,  I 
am  not  afraid  of  incurring  the  opposition 
of  those  who  have  stated  that  the  scarcity 
of  habitations  is  the  only  preventive  check 
to  that  morbid  increase  of  population 
which  they  assert  it  to  be  the  direct  ten- 
dency of  the  poor-laws  to  produce.  .  Ne- 
cessity overturns  theory,  and  is  paramount 
to  controul,  and  the  wfint  of  habitations  for 
the  poor  is  in  many  places  so  great  that 
even  in  villages,  two,  and  sometimes  more 
than  two,  families  are  crowded  into  a  cot-!> 
tage  barely  sufficient  for  one*  Parents 
^nd  children  of  both  sexes  and  of  all  ages 
are  obliged  to  sleep  in  one  room,  to  the 
injury  of  ^heir  health  and  in  violation  of 


all  deaeocy.  nia has asis^parttf  from* 
the  increased  expeoee  of  building  and.  re-» 
pairs,  and  ranch  from  the  iocreaMd  popu^ 
lation*  I  would  propose  to  give  to  the  pa^ 
risbes  m  power  to  lay  oot  in  boUding«  soma 
not  exoeedinga  hflihed  amoitfit^. proper* 
tiooed  to  their  rates4  The  immediate 
distress  for  habitations  might  thus  in  some 
degree  be  lessened,  and  Sie  comfort,  the 
health,  and  the  morals  of  the  poor  so  for 
promoted.  But,  sir,  I  should  wish  par- 
liament to  direct,  that'all  cottages  built 
under  this  power,  sUduld  be  let  at  foir  and 
full  rents,  and. even  that  the  overseers,  ia 
letting  the  cottages,  shall  obuin  for  the  pa- 
rishes to  which  they  belong,  the.  benefit  of 
the  competition  arising  firba  the  scarcity 
of  dwellings,  for  as  the  bulk  of  the  habita- 
tions of  the  poor  must  be  the  property  of 
individuals,  who  jusdy  expect  a  reasenable 
profit  for  this  part  of  their  capital,  it  would 
be  unfair  towards  them,  and  ultimately  in- 
jurious to  the  poor,  to  let  the  bouses  built 
by  the  patish,  at  less  than  the  private  pro- 
prietor can  affi>rd  to  take  for  his.  The 
rents  of  cottages  are  so  low  as  to  discou- 
rage any  interested  man  from  building  new 
ones  or  even  from  repairing  those  afi^y 
built.  The  scarcity  however  must  in  this 
as  in  all  otlier  instances  occasion  an  ad- 
vance in  the  price;  and  till  that  happens, 
the  distress  for  houses  must  continue* 
This  furnishes  a  countervailing  argument 
to  the  minds  of  those  who  might  appre- 
hend that  from  such  an  enactment  we 
should  take  away  the  preventive  check  on 
marriage  which  Mr.  Malthas  has  stated  to 
beYouod  in  that  scarcity  of  habitations: 
but  Mr.  Malthas  never  intended  to  push 
his  principles  to  extremes ;  apd  I  trust  his 
admirers  will  not  fall  into  that  error.— The 
observations  I  have  made  on  the  rents  of 
cottages  are  not  intended  to  restrain  pa» 
risbes  from  allowing  famili^  to  occupy 
any  of  the  parish  houses  rent-free,  in  cases 
where  relief  shall  be  needed,  and  that  may 
be  thought  the  best  way  pf  giving  it ;  but 
where  this  is  done,  the  parish  should  have  a 
power  uuder  the  authority  of  the  magis- 
trates of  displacing  those. whp  fliall  not 
longer  be  in  need,  or  worthy  of  this  be> 
nefit :  and  it  will  be  useful  to  give  a  sum- 
mary power  of  ejecting  for  sufficient  cause 
the  occupiers  of  all  parish  cottages.— ^Any 
gentleman  who  has  acted  as  a  magistraie  in 
the  country  must  know  the  difficdities 
which  occur  in  getting  rid  of  an  idle  and 
profligate  tenant  of  a  parish  cottage; 
wfaibt  those,  teu.tijmeaaitxre.deflervipg  siC 
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fissistaiice  and  comfort,  are  without  shelter, 
lind  the  parish  •  h  ooable  to  afford   it  to 

'    them.rr-Tbe  next  and  last  subject  on  which 

/      I  must  detain  the  bouse,  is  one  of  primary 

importance  and  comprehends  a  variety  of 

details.    Sir,  I  mean  the  mode  of  admi* 

\  nisterii^  relief  to  the  poor,  the  quantum 

'  of  relief  t6  be  given,  the  distinction  to  be 
talEen  between  the  d^erent  applicants  for 
relief  and  the  method  of  employment  for 
those  who  are  healthy  and  capable  of 
work.  I  must  set  out  by  declaring  what  I 
believe  I  have  mentioned  in  a  former  part 
of  my  speech,  tbati  deem-it  of  most  essen* 
tial  importance  to  maintain  the  character 
of  independent  industry,  above  dependent 
poverty;  and  that  I  think  it  a  matter  of 
ip justice  to  the  labourer,  who  is  struggling 
by  his  jown  efforts  to  maintain  himself  and 
a  numerous  family  without  parochial  re- 

-  lief,  to  place  the  man  who  does  not  make 
such  efforts  in  a  more  desirable  or  more 
favourable  situation  as  to  food,  lodging,  or 
iraiment*  To  age,  infancy,  and  sickness,  I 
iMTOuld  hold  out  the  hand  of  support,  pro* 
tectioQ,  and  care,  widely  extended,  filled 
with  all  the  blessings  the  most  copious  cha- 
rity could  affqrd.-^ir,  the  impotent  poor 
fire  to  be  considered  under  the  two  heads 
pf  the  unfortunate  and  criminal^  £»r  the 
purpose  of  discrimination,  of  doing  justice 
to  misfortune,  and  of  punishing  profligacy. 
7— >And  first  to  dispose  of  the  jcriminal  class, 
la-tbe  14th,  15th,  and  l6ih  centuries, 
inany  acts  were  passed  for  the  punishment 
of  idleness  in  labourers  and  workmen,  some 
pf  which  1  have  already  quoted,  and  they 
are  full  of  horrible  severity.  But  the  only 
f?xisting  law  for  the  punishment  of  idleness, 
pnattended  with  other  crime,  is.  the  17th 
Geo.  II.  C..5,  by  which  **  all  persons  who 

.  pot  having  wherewith  to  maintain  them- 
selves, live  idle,  without  employment,  and 
fefu^  to  work  for  the  usual  and  conmion 
^ages  given  to  other  labourers  in  the  like 
yfork"  are  declared  to  be  idle  and  disor- 
derly  persons  ;  and  are  subjected,  upon 
jponviction,  tp  imprisonment,  not  exceeding 
one  month.  But  as  long  as  a  man  can 
maintain  himself  and  his  &mily  without 
applying  to  the  parish,  he  is  not,  in  practice 
or  in  law,  liable  to  any  penalty,  and  may 
spend  as  much  of  his  time  as  he  pleases  in 
idleness  without  any  legal .  punishment, 
pesirable  as  it  is  to  prevent  rather  than  to 
punish^  it  does  not  seem  to  be  practicable 
(o  frame  any  power  of  restraint,  without 
freaking  in  upon  that  freedom  of  action 
\f  \i^h  if  tl|f  r^h(  of  eyery  mna  in  bis  own 


concerns.  But  where  a  pauper  applies  it» 
the  parish  for  relief^  there  is  fair  g^oqnd 
to  enquire  whether  he  has  abused  this  right ; 
and  if  it  appears  thi|«t  he  h^  by  profligate  . 
waste  and  extravagance  become  a  burthets 
upon  others,  he  ought  to  receive  the  pu« 
nishroent  he  has  merited.  I  would  propose 
therefore,  that  upon  complaint  made  bjr 
the  overseers  by  direction  of  the  vestry  to 
the  justices  of  the  district  at  the  oversee^ 
sessions,  or  at  any  special  sessions,  thet 
any  person  who  sliail  by  himself  or  famil/  . 
have  applied  for  and  received  relief  of  the 
parish,  has  reduced  himself  to  want  by 
idleness  or  extravagance,  the  justices  shajl 
enquire  into  the  case,  and  ifi  upon  sufficient 
evidence  after  hearing  the  pauper,  they 
shall  find  the  charge  to  be  triie,  they  shsB 
commit  him  to  the  hoqse  of  correction  ht 
a  time  to  be  limited;  there  to  be  em^ 
ployed  in  such  labour  as  he  shall  be  ca« 
pable  of,  and  after  bis  release,  he  shall,  so  - 
long  as  he  shall  be  a  burthen  to  the  pa- 
rish, be  distinguished  bya  badge  denotin|r 
bis  crime  with  the  natne  of  the  parishj  in 
large  letters  on  his  outer  garment,  and 
that  his  allowance  shall  be  no  more  tbail 
will  provi(|p  him  bread.  I  would  empower 
the  justices,  however,  upon  proof  of  or- 
derly behaviour  for  a  given  time,  either  to 
dispense  with  the  criminal  badge,  or  to  put 
the  offender  on  the  same  allowance  as  the 
unfortunate  poor,  or  to  do  both.  A  suf- 
ficient power  uf  appeal  will  of  course  be 
given.— Sir,  with  regard  to  the  great  class 
of  unfortunate  poor,  excepting  again,  and 
always,  the  cases  of  age,  infancy,  and  sick-* 
ness,  which  are  sacred;  parochial  relief 
should  be  confined  to  necessaries,  whether 
in  or  out  of  the  poor-house. — Sir,  it  is  here 
fit  I  should  state  to  the  house  that  I  am 
an  enemy  to  the  workhouse  system.  That 
I  believe  whereit  has  been  acted  upon, it 
has  almost  universally  increased  the  bur- 
then of  the  poor^s  rate;  and  insteal  of 
adding  to  the  comfort  of  tbe  poor,  or  tc  the 
improvement  of  their  morals,  it  has  fur*  . 
nished  seminaries  of  idleness  and  rice. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  not  my  intentim  to 
propose  to  you  to  abolish  workhouse  al« 
together.*— Sir,  it  is  known  that  worklDuseS 
were  first  introduced  in  London  by  tht  Idth 
and  14th  Ch'«  II.  and  they  were  autlurized 
as  a  general  measure  by  the  9th  of  Gso.  I, 
by  which  act,  ^*  for  the  greater  easeof  pa» 
rishes  in  the  relief  of  the  poor,**  durch- 
wardens  and  overseers,  with  the  conent  of 
vestries,  are  empowered  to  pijrcbse  or 
hire 'houses  for  thd  ii^aiiiteDaiiC9  i^em^ 
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idoyoaeot  of  all  or  »Dy  of  the  poor  <kMiri«^ 
relief;  ao4  there  to  eatertaia  o^ ^eoiployi 
a&d  take  the  beuefit  of  the  woi-k  of  such 
poor,  aud  nooe  were  to  be  eatitled  to  re- 
lief who  should  refuse  to  be  j^iaiotaiued 
pad  k^ed  io  the  workbouse.-r-As  the  law 
lo^g  stood  then»  all  relief  was  forbidden  in 
those  parishes  where  workhouses  were  es- 
labliabe^)  to  those  who  slioald  re&ise  to  be 
lodged  4Dd  luaintaiood  tb<*rein  :  and   it  is 
<miy  for  a  limited  time  and  uodv  particular 
drcum&taocesy  that  re]\ef  can  now  be  f^ivna 
out  of  the  workhouse.    It  will  be  well  to 
enquire  whether  this  measure  has  answered 
ooe  of  its  ohiects, "  the  grester  ease  of  pa- 
fishes ;"  the  answer  is  decidedly  m  the  oe- 
gp^tive.*— Sir,  by  the  returns  of  she  year 
|S03»  it  is  proved*  that  the  number  of 
iMirsoos  maintained  in  workhouses^  and 
jMuses  of  industry  in  that  year,  was  ^«i68, 
pod  ibe  ezpence   of  Iheir  muntenance, 
1,013^44*4/.  or  12/.  3^.  6J.  each.    That 
tbsir  earnings  accounted  for  to  the  parish, 
weie  at  the  rake  of  173.  Old.  each.    That 
Ae  number  of  poor  permanently  relieved 
mt  their  own  habitations  upon  the  most  ac» 
flimte^alculatiop  were  651,3479  at  an  ex« 
{kence  of  rather  less  than  4/.  6^  Ai.  e.adh. 
Siri»  I  do  not  trouble  the  house  with  the 
letiy  minute  detail  of  figures,  :by  which  this 
Indisputable  fact  is  asoertained ;  Uiey  are 
iMHkxe  you,  and  jay  sutements  will  be  found 
cooreet.    The  infereoce  is  obviousi  that  as 
Cmt  m  expence  gQies,  the  workhouse  system 
lias  ^uite  failed  of  its  purpose.    But  let  us 
^cmpaceiheexpence  upon  each  individual 
in  a  workhouse,  with  the  sum  which  a  la.- 
faooriog  man,  living  upon  the  wages  of  bis 
Moiir,  can  afford  to  spend  upon  each 
beai  in  his  iamily ;  and  we  shall  find,  that 
iipoo  a  hfigh  average  of  wages,  he  could  by 
no  neons  aiford  to  lay  out  upon  each,  any 
thi^  jyjve  the  sum  spent  upon  each  head 
in  s  wUff  khouse.    This  disparity  ou^t  not 
to  mat,  and  we  mus(  endeavour  to  remove 
it*  I  -believe  it  will  be  found  in  work« 
jbofses  In  general,  not  duly  that  a  much 
la^r  pt^portion  of  Ibod '  is  consumed  or 
iwi»«d  .for  each  indiykluiJ  contained  ju 
then,  than  the  laboutii^  man  x:an  bestow 
Pl^fhimself  fmd  his. family,  but  that;  the 
^KMieiniptiiDn  of  bxcad  and  sneat  »  jgreofeer 
ihanLheir  numerical  shate  :df  jtlus  consump*; 
taoBJif  the'oonntry,  taking  rich  and^or. 
Tibe  ac^  is,.tbat  the  friig^l^pQor  make  tlieir| 
jDsony  ,go  «o  mucfa  ittriber  ^han  way  <i^Sw^^ 
fBQ^i%|9m6ntcafi  do  lar  ^m,  ihat  tfaeyi 


&ti 


tioia  W0ttM  meke  arfaq— Mr  ia^kmr  snp* 
pert :  a  fUopg  wgm(tmUDT.nfik  infeeHeiiag 
m  their  conoefoa*  wter«f«r    it  ^caa  be 
avoided.    Thehmnben^  tibarefore*  ta  4iia 
parishes  haa  been  ^ncataaed,  kMMdl  aif  . 
being  duninished,  by  tba  establshoaent  «f 
workhouses«r^Aa  ,$o  tte  ^oor  ikii  ipaelff n, 
the  «iiect  has  been  tohmkavflry  i«e^  Io 
ibsce  theoaiiiNntbeMrBalaiiiaasaBd^i^n^f  . 
to  deprive  the  aged  ,q£  AmzJkttfX  miomkin 
lion,  and  hy  eaipoMg  th^  yoang  fto/tha  mh 
tuenoe  of.  the  woipt  esamfios,  an  fbrmlnie* 
series  el  .depravity.    Sir^  there  ar4  4oubi« 
less  many  and  \iupfy  ienoeptaooa.    i  JJtt 
speaking  genera%.    ^Vorkhoiises  wmy^ 
some  tnataacea  havs.^aoiM  to  «m  fia^ 
rishes,  by  tenrifying  tfee  most  ^Beritbeipqa 
from  applying  for  r^liaf,.  at^^  it  in  loo  truo 
that  they  have  been  ostiA>liabed  in  aomo 
parishes  for  tjbat  iniP^itiius  pun»ee.    For»f 
tuoalely  the  humanity  ol  the  tialion  has  g(&* 
aerally  taken  acoiitrary<14rection,  ond  haa 
pie  vented   the  evils  of  woi^thousoa  Iwm 
being  so  ipreatas  tfaoy  etherMiiae  mi^  tovn 
been ;  by  pverlooking  the  low  which  ^m^ 
hibita  relief  oat  of  the  bouse  %  aod  tfao 
rigour  of  that  law  baa  been  in  some  dogroo 
mitigated  by  36  Geo.  1H^  c.  23.  allowing; 
occasional  relief;  but  the  raaimint  ooghft, 
in    my  .opinioa,  to   be    ^tttireiy  <akeit 
away.      I  would  propose  thon  to  refseal 
so  much  of  the  act  of  Goo,  L  os  iaapoosa 
that  restraint.    But  as  parish  booses  vrtH 
be    necessary    for   orphan   children,    f^ 
sick,  aged,  and  in6rm  poor,  who  have  no 
relations  «r   connections  to  whose  car^ 
they  can  be  intfuefed ;  and  such   housed 
may,    in  some  cases,  be    necessary  for 
the  temporary  lod^ig  of  ttiose  who  hav^ 
no  home,  J  would  propose  that  the  pi^vi^, 
sions  of  9  Geo.  I.  for purcbasmg  and  hiring 
such  houses,  should  be  continued ;  and  to  fai 
cilitate  their  execution,  that|)&rishe9  should 
be  authorised  to  borrow,  on  the  isecufitjr 
of  their  rates,  limited  sums,  to  purebase, 
build  or  repair  such  houses^  Tlid  I  should 
wish  to  see  enacted  sotne  regulations  lor 
their  internal .  management.  «1  proposh 
that  thepariah  aball  meet  in  vestry  on  sbn^ 
fiared  day,  in  every  mbnfh,-and  that  all  applU 
cations  for  relief,  and  all  cases  requirit^  rt 
shall  be  then  considered,  confbrmi^bly  with 
the  spirit  of  9  and  4  Will.  &  Mar.  c.  1 1, 
that  such  of  those  entided  to  assistance,  as 
«shal1  have  settled  habitations,'  cmd  .shall 
beina-sitnation'to  take  cure  of  themselves^ 
<M*  to  tte  taken  cere  of  by  tiieir  families. 


^d  neana  to  live  dooeotly«nd  a&vesaaae-f  .or  by  any  folation  or  friend,  a  suitable  af« 
Ihiqg^t  of  na4iwomo»  whtA^no  odloudarl  ilnwonoe  4M1  ^be  tnade  ai<tbeir  residence, 

y 

'  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


•SS] 


fJOLU  JDCBATfiS,  r»wv\M  i»ylMir^Fw>P'Um  Bilt. 


m^ 


WbaA  ihm  oymaemm  bn  mycmnA  to  place 
wk»  or  Ukfirm  pertpos,  having  iioconiiec* 
^{KM,  QQder  proper  fiave*  iwd  to  agrees  for 
Iheir  tnainteoaiioe.  J  «ouId  aljM>  propoae 
to  liait  (he  x^aaofallowaQcey  except  in 
ottirsofvfic^aaasy  jund  that  no  ivliaf,  ax- 
«efpt  id  tugaoi  caaca«  be^vnn  by  the  ever- 
«nBer»  vdtfaout  .the  consent,  of  a  veatry,  or 
^eoKder  of  a  joatke.  I  vioudd  fivtherre^ 
Medyone  woj^^teat  gmtaoce^  which  pre- 
.inaikasniach  to  4te  disadvantage  of  parishes, 
AS  lo  the  opprasaioii,of  xhe  ohjeots  relieved. 
I  mta^  the  GottOBi  of  deprtwiog  »  man  of 
^nary  .worldly  poaNsaiQn  faofore  relief  is  ad- 
itnioisterad*  Sir,  1  woukLpropose,  in  case 
^JidkaasSyjor  .other  gnat  .einergeacy, .  that 
;tbe  possession  of  fuvniturey  tools  and  live 
^oek,  to  the  value  of  dtf.und  a  catsage, 
iUiot  aicceading  the  lanuaal  value  of  5/. 
ahoald  not  preclude  the  possessor  from 
•sseoeiving  lenef.  Thns  a  msn,  who«  a9  the 
law  now  standi*  mnat,  /hy  the  acceptance 
of  the  most  trifltiig  assftstaoce,  he.  over-> 
.  vdhekaedj  asill  be  able  to  get  afloat  again 
invtha  iin»iU,and  recover  hia  independence 
'Wben  the  /visitation  shall  be  at  an.en^«  I 
would  enable  oversosrs .  ^to  <:ontiniie  the 
piBsant  poor-houses,  or  build  others,  or 
lueetham  for  the  recaption  of  persons  such 
^s  I  have  before  descnhed,  and  to  raise 
money  (br  that  pucpoaeoo^the  cr^it  of  the 
Mlea  to  a  limited  aaaount.  I  would  also  im- 
pose  restrictions  in  the  mode  of  contracting 
.  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor.  1  would  pro*- 
vide,  that  contpacts  should  >not  be  vahd  for 
Diore  thaaokie  year;  and  that  they  should 
«ot  be  made  for  agrossaum;  to  prevent  the 
interest  of  th^  contractor  clashing  with  his 
datyybofe  that  every  contract  should  bemade 
^tboheadk  That  nocoutract should  he  valid 
>iintil  .submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
jttsiiees  in^epecial  «seasion ;  and  that  a  du» 
plicate  of  the  contract  should  be  6Lsd. 
Sir,  LwilLnottrouhJe  the  hot^  any  further, 
>tb««  jvsll  be  ample  details  in  the  bill ;  I 
would  only  add,  that  foUouriiig  up  the  priu'* 
«tple  I  origibaily  laid  down,  that  dependent 
tpMTty  ahould  >not,  aa  under  the  work* 
.house  ayatemit  foquently  happens,  be 
iu^)poftad  ^at  ja  grj^ater  «xpanoe  than  ia^ 
vdfpendeat  induatryeanposaihlv  sustain,  1 
mould  rifegialate  the  qnaotity  (|f  aieataod 
dsnead  to  be  fiimisbad.  tojebck  individoal 
on  ^health,  asaiatyinad  in  a  parish  house ; 
-laUi^nam  HMtlfaMPe  shauldbe^  lil  itBMi9 
•an  ampk  supply  of  other .  whgiesome.and 
iMitntiousiMd.  For  the  parpote.  of  tfaeae 
jregalatiiMia,  it.«iill  heaeeassary  to^gim  thcj 
JnsitpeB,in  ^oattaryKaaiont  t|iepaaiEpr4»i 
VoL.Vm, 


anqnbing  into  and  deolarii^  the  price  ef . 
bneadand  labour,  adlhin  thmr  jurisdiction, 
at  certain  periods,  but  by  no  means  of  in- 
terfering with  either.  Such  a  dedaratioa 
would  idso  be  useful  towards  the  execution 
of  some  acts  .already  in  existence,  aoeh  as 
Ibe  act  for  the  relief  of  the  wives  of  militia- 
men»  &c.  Sir,  I  had  almost  forgot  to 
mentiott  the  employment  of  the  able 
bodied  poor;  a  provision  which  I  am  sune 
will  be  looked  for  by  many  gentlemen  of 
this  houstf.  But  I  nwst  here  premise, 
that  I  do  not  think,  upon  the  most  matuue 
cooaidemtion  which  IJbave  been  able  to  , 
gpvethesidbjeot,  that  that  part  of  the  43d  of 
Elij;.  which  enjoins  <f  the  chorciiwardei^ 
^  and  overseers  io  take  order  for  setting 
*'  to  work,  all  persons  having  no  means 
^*  to  maiotaiu  thamselvesi  and  to  provide 
**  for  that  purpose  a  proper  stock  of  hamp^ 
**  wool,  and .  otber^  materials/'  ever  was 
oraver  could  be,  generally  executed.  This 
eaaotment  appears. to  me  to  rest  altogether 
upon  the  Jblsesupposition.that  the  nation 
could*  in  the  ehamcter  of  a  great  capitaliat, 
employ  all  iu  labourers.  We  are  now 
sufficiaotly  enlightened  to  know,  that  indivi- 
dual capitalists  alone  can  employ  their  ca* 
pital  to  advantage  in  commerce ;  and  that 
all  attempts  to.establi^  maaufiKtures  for 
the  purpoee  of  making  the  poor  sopfMt 
themselves  out  of  their  compulsory  labour, 
(excepting  very  few  case^)  have  either  lail* 
ed,  or  been  kept  alive  by  extraordinary 
exertion,  and  pecuniary  aid«  Sir,  I  agree 
with  Mr.  Malthus  in  his  position  that  the 
general  execution  of  tliat  part  of  the  statute 
of {llizabetb,  iaa  physical  impossibility;  and 
I  refer  .gentlemen  to  his  reasoning  as  oon^ 
elusive  on  the  subject*  (See  vol,  ii.  p.  184.) 
But,^tbere  are  aow^  comparativdiy,  very 
few.  plaoes  in  this  country,  where  feir 
wages  may  not  be  obtained  for  lAfaottr,.aiid 
wherever  from  particular  iciroiimstai»es 
there  «is  not  sufficient  employmeat,  the 
pariab  officers  are  not  likely  to  be  able  U> 
create  it.  if  that  want  of  emplaymcat 
should  be  likely  to  x^ontUiue,  the  fiarthar 
relaxation  which  1  have  proposed,  in. the. 
law. of  settlfoient,  would  enable  persons 
with  the  .greater  feetUty  to  transport 
ihaovalves  to  tbeee  plaeea  v^ne  theae 
workoaen  wena  the  most  acaree.  In  ma- 
ay  t^gricttltural  parishas,  labwamra  jAo 
eanaot  fet  work^  areeant  hgr  the  over- 
seer :io  the '^ifiirent  iscns  in  the  paaWi 
by  turaa.  The  employer  aauaUy  pfya 
something  less  than  the  pinttnary  <waf^ 
of  lahnotaiithin  tl|e  diitriot^.a||d  iha  0991- 
3  N 
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se^r,  where  necMrary,  makes  an  additiofi 
IroiD  the  rates.  Tbis  practicp  however  h  not 
aulhoriied  by  any  law,  it  could  tiot  be  gene- 
rally adopted,  and  there  are  OMlenal  ob. 
jectiofls  to  enforcing  it.  Do  noiiet  gen- 
tlemen imagine  from  what  1  have  aatd^ 
that  I  would  by  aopporting  persons  in 
bc^aith,  witfiout  work,  give  a  bounty  upon 
idleness*  It  is  the  furthest  from  my  inten- 
tion. In  tlie  case  of  a  pauper  making  ap- 
plication to  the  overseer  for  work,  I  would 
propose  to  authorize  such  overseer,  to  con- 
tract with  any  other  iierson  for  the  labour 
of  the  applicant,  in  bis  own  or  any  other 
parish  within  a  limited  distance ;  or  to  em- 
ploy  him  in  rqiainug  the  highways,  or 
cleaning  the  streets,  or  any  oth«r  public 
work  of  the  parish^  and  where  bis  eaaning 
should  not  exceed  a  certain  sum,  the  dif- 
ference to  be  made  up  out  of  the  rates ;«  al- 
ways, however,  keefxing  the  wages  of  a  per- 
son so  employed,  below  the  rate  of  wages 
in  the  parish,  by  way  of  creating  a  stimulus 
to  the  pauper,  to  obtain  work  for  himself. 
An  extension  of  course  to  be  given  in  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  femily  of  the  la- 
bourer: the  applicant,  upon  refusal  to  do 
the  work  assigned,  to  be  punishable  forjfavjour  of  the-  boose    and^tbe.  ooaotry^ 


me  to  expms,  bow  mi^  f  ow«  to  his 
tneodty assistanee*  lam  aore,.tterefore^ 
that  my  ioteotioos  wiH  at  least  b«  perspi- 
cuously stated.  Sir,  Lam  coaamoiia-diat 
none  of  the  plans  I  haveopenod  aiW«hoHy 
-new,  and  that  more  timn.cmc  perate,-  peiv 
haps,  may  claim  to  Uoaself  the  noerk  (if  it 
be  one)  of  baying  made  tho  discorery  of 
each  that  I  suggest,  either  by  way  of  ofi*- 
ginal  enactment  on  your  statute  btx>k,  or 
of  remedy  to  some  subsisting  grievance. 
1  do  not  aim  at  novelty  but  otili^,:  and  I 
diMiot  wish  to  take  from  any  of  Use  pcraons 
who  may  have  written  on  the  diffelantaub- 
jccts,  uither>  publicly  or  privataljri  their 
claims  to  inveatiou.  To  different  aiiods 
reflecting  deeply  on  tlie  same  piBctical 
evils,  the  same  practical  remedies  witt  su^ 
gest  themselves,  and  the  more  general 
the  concurrence  of  sentiment,  th4  muse 
likely  it  is  thatr  those  remedies  should  be 
applicable.  If  I  have  brought  together  in 
one  view,  the  most  striking  of  .theaa  evils, 
and  suggested  snch  provbions  as  are  not 
altogether  without  the  chance  of  afford- 
ing relief,  I  shall  consider  my  pains  as  am- 
ply .repaid.  ^-^  1  wottU,  hoa,evar^  aak  one 


such  refusal.    These  provisious,  sir,  are 
principally  taken  from  the  32d  section  of  the 
iMdof  Geo.  III. cap.  83;  Mr.  Gilbert's  act. 
But  notwithstanding  my  conviction,  that 
>  the  provisions  of  the  dct  of  the  43d  Kliz. 
t<9  which  I  have  last  referred  **  for  setting 
**  the  poor  to  work"  can  very  seldom  b<: 
applied  to  advantage,  1  propose  to  leave 
that  part  of  the  act  untouched,  that  where 
it  can  be  advantageously  resorted  lo,  the 
power  may  remain.    1  have  contented  my- 
self with  proposing  powers  which  may  be 
used  where  the  proMisions  of  that  act  are 
not  found  to  succeed.     Sir,  I  believe  that 
I  have  gone  through  all  the  matters  which 
have  suggested  tbouselves   to  me  in  the 
wide  range  of  the  pooF»Iaws,  as  fit  to  be  re* 
gttlated,  amended,  or  enacted,  by  parlia* 
ment,  and  I  have  advanced  so  far  in  digests 
ing  them  Hiatlhope,  In  the  eourseofa 
very  few  days,  to  be  able  with  the  pennission 
of  the  house,  to  present  them  at  yoar  bar, 
in  ^e  shapeof  a  bilk  Inthis,  and  ewry  part 
of  my  taskCl  un  under  the  greatestoUigatson 
to  a  very  valuable  frienti,  (Mr.  Wilsbere  of. 
Hitehni,  in  the  county  of  Hertford]  well 
known,  'Wi  highly  respected  by  several 
tneoiberst>i  iihe  bouse  who  nowjbear  me; 
.who  has  contributed  his  talents. and  expe^ 
rience  to  the  funherance  9f  this  great  work : 
•and  I«m  ^d  or.lhib  <^7^fttmty  alfoxded 


which  is,  not  to  i^ass  a  hasty  or  preHittuner 
judgment  upon  me.  1  would  also  ititreat 
of  those  getaleroen  who  may,  in  their  own 
particular  districts,  have  .  been  exerting 
themselves  for  the  benevolent  purpose  of 
bettering^  the  conditiou  of  their  kboururft, 
not  to  argue  from  the  success  of  the  parti- 
cular experiments  carried  on.  under  their 
own  eye,  to  the  general  practicabdity  of 
•such  schemes*  There  are  particular  local 
advantages  -belonging  to  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  which,  if  skilluUy  improved  by 
the  land-owner,  may  contribute  abundant^ 
to  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of  the  la- 
bourer ;  but  which,  if  attempted  generall  j, 
would  utterly  fail.  To  such  laudable  ef*- 
forts,  and  to  all  locsd  institutions  adapted 
to  particular  situatioQ8»  alll  can  say  is, 
fiortant !  xhej  will  add  to  the  general  stock 
of  comlbrt  amongst  the  most  useful  of  our 
countrjrmen ;  they  do  not  interfere  with, 
nor  are  they  in  any  degree.cramped  by  the 
plans  1  have  opened*  I  would  also  re* 
quest  of .  geaikraen  not  to  be  led  away  by 
the  pictures  some  may  have  iniheir  mins4 
of  parishes  where  Ifae  poor^t^laws  in  their 
present  form,  have  produced  comibrt,  in* 
dustry,  msd  order.  That  picture  camsot 
be  made  general.  Sir,  Ihave  had  the  good 
fortune,  with  the  assistance  o£  able  handa, 
to  prodttcei  by  the  4»pei«tioii  of  the  pooiy 
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laws  ^ooe,  itttbe-parisli  whare  I' reside/ 
a  situation  of  tbiogi),  than  which  nonecaii 
be  presented  more  agreeable.  Where 
therii  is  not  one  wretched  beingt  tior  one 
¥rell  founded  cause  of  complaint;  and 
wi^^ra  tiie  workhouse  exhibits .  regulanty, 
iiidiistryyeeonoiny,  cleanliness,  and  healthy 
testified  faj  the  coooleiianoes  oi  ail  wba  in- 
habit it.  Bat  thia  could  nqt.be  effected 
ivitb  maehiuery  so  complicated  and  im- 
pexfect*.  without,  great  assiduity  and  exer- 
tion;  neither  eoulditb^  maintained  with^ 
out  con^nued  vigilance,  and  a  oorabination 
of  eirciunstancest  which  cannot  be  geoieraUy 
l^xpected  to  take  place.*  If  it  could  be 
univjersaU  I  should  nothing  mare;  but  1 
urn  not  misled  by  the  success  of  my  own 
^xpanmi»it«  There  are  some  matters  col- 
hf^ta^  to  the  poor-laws  which' 1  hope  will 
heseafter  arrest  the  at/keation  of  the  legis* 
iatufle,  such  as  the  laws  respecting  vagran* 
cyi  apprenticeship,  dec.  but  they  form  no 
part  ofrihe.poor«]aws  propeiiy  so  called; 
^d  to  meddle  with  them  in  this  scheme, 
4¥auld.on}y"be  to  embarrass  myself^  with 
Mvhat.  fiEtty.  be  better  taken  up  sepajrately. 
j  submit  the  whole.wiikh  the  most  perfect 
(deference  to  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  to 
te  adopted,  rejected,  cartailed,  or  amen^ 
ided  as  shall  seem  most  expedient^  *  I  am 
iopen  to  conviction,  and  siiall  be  glad  to 
leasn  the  opinion  of  the  house  of  commotus 
4fid'  the  country^  for  which  j^urpose  1 
jsbould  wish  t^at  thebill,  when  introduced, 
ishould  bet  r^  as  first  and  second  time»  and 
committed  proformd^  that  it  should  then  be 
printed,  and  generally  circulated,  and  that 
«ftar  Ibacfuarier  siessiaus  it  should  be  taken 
into  further  cQosideration.  I  cannot,  how- 
jevar,  ^refsain.  from  say ingt  that  till  better 
instructed,  ^faese. are  all  favourite  projects, 
.with  me.-  During  the  hours  of.auuous 
thought  and  laborious  investigation  which 
I  have  passed,  I  have  been  -charmed  with 
.tha  pleasing  vision  of  the  general  ameliora- 
^tion  of  the  state  of  eociety,  and  ihe  even- 
tual asui  rapid  dimination  of  its  burthens. 
In  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  education 
I  foresee  an  jsnligbtened  peasantry,  frugal, 
(Industrious^  sober,  Orderly,  and  eontautad, 
•because  (hey  are  acquaiated  with  the; true 
iiralne  of  frugali^,  sobriety,  industryv  and 
':order« . « Crimes .  diminishing,  i^scanse  the 
ealjgbtened-  understandipg  abhors  erime. 
'The  prectiee^f  Christianity  prevailing,  be-| 
cause  ihe  oi^ass  of  y«ur  population  (»n  aead,- 
•compmhen<),  and  foal  its  ^divine  origin.aiid 
itba  baanty  of  the  djSClsioeA^wbicbdtr'incal- 
cates*     Your  t;ipgdo|ii   safe    from   thd 


iiNttH  4»f -the'  edemy«  herauie  every  man 
knows  the  worth  of  that  which  he  is  called' 
upon  to  defend.  In  the  provision  for  the 
saourity  of  ihe  ssivings  of  the  poor  I  see  en- 
couragement to  frugality,  secarity  to  pro* 
pesty ,  and  the  larg^  mass  of  the  people  con* 
nected  with  the  state  and  indissolubly: 
boaudtoUs  ^r^sdrvatibn.  In  the  enlar- 
ged power  of  .acquiring'  settlements  the' 
labour  directed  to  thos6  spots  where  labour 
is  most  wanted;  Man,  happy  in  his  in- 
creased  independence,  and  exemptitd  from^ 
tlie  dread  of  being  driven  in.  age  from  thef 
spot  where  his  dearestconnexions  exist, 
and  where  he  has  used  tlie  best  exertions, 
and  passed  the  best  days  of  bis  life«  Liti* 
gaiionex<;luded  frotn  '  ot»r  courts,  and 
harmony  reigning  in  our  different  parochial 
districts*  In  the  power  of  bestowmg .  re^ 
wards  i  j^ntem'plate  patience  and  industry 
remunerated,  ai»d  yirtue  held  up  to  dis- 
tinction and  honour.  In  the  various  de« 
tailed  alterations  in  the  mode  of  ratingi 
tti^d  tlie  equalisation  of  the'  county  rate, 
I  peacetve  the  more  equitable  distribution 
of  a  necessary,  but  henceforth  I  trust  de- 
creasing burthen.  In  the  constitution  of 
veatries,  .the  benefit  universally  resnlting 
from  arrangement,  order,  and  economy^ 
derivediVom  the  more  atteatife' inspection 
by  each,  of  the  general  concern.  From  the 
power  to  exempt  cottagers  from  the  ratei^< 
a  great  relief  toindividu^  at  a  very  trifling  # 
expence  to  -the  public.  In  the  power  to 
build .  habitations  for  the  poor,  their  com* 
fort  and  health.  Lastly,  in  the  reform  of 
the  workhouse  system,  and'  the  power  of 
discrimination  in  administering  relief^  aO 
abend bntiaent  of  filth,  slothful ness^  and  vice, 
and  a  desirable  and  marked  *  distiii^on 
between  the  profligate  and  the-  inaooen^ 
If  it  wer^  possible  that  all  this  should  be  only 
an  allueioa,  at  least  it  is  one  that  -has 
charmed  me  througli  the  labours  I.  have 
undergone  for  my  country's  good.  But, 
sir,  if  the  opinions  of  the  wisest  of  man- 
kind are  not  altogether  ill  founded,  if  the 
test  of  practice  and  ieXperience  does  not 
in  this  single  instance  iail  us,  what  1  have 
pn^^fld,  corrected  and  improved  by  the 
wisdom  .of  .parliameot,  will  give  ease  lb 
those  who  contribute  to  the  necessitifea'  of 
their  fellow  sabjeets,  and  difl^use  happineis 
over  ttesa  who  are  ite  immediate  objects 
of  its  ca»*  Sir»  1  novo  for  leave  to'  bring  in 
a  bi|l  ^f  for  promoting  and  encoaragiog  in* 
*'  duitsyafasoegstthalaboaringclassesofilie 
'-<  conmittmtjr,  and  the  relief  and.  reguHitiOo 
^'  al  tb^efttniQal  and  i)eeas$itous  poori"  ' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


mid' 


fAXL.  OSEArTfSr  FamtTinr  I9r  nar^7*rwi4iM  JUL 


tf» 


.  Mr.  Ram  Uiuug|Ut  Uir  hon.  ffthu  einlte 
Had  lo  the  bigbett  degree  of  graikads  for 
bis  able  vww  of  ?  aobj^ct  of  tbi»  magiii* 
tude ;.  but  he  feaml  tbe  object  of  tbe  bon. 
gent,  would  itot  be  efieoted,  wttbowt  a  ge- 
neral plea  tor  Ibe  eaployment  of  tbe 
poor. 

Mr.  WHtWtad  ieared  that  litouf 
»ot  practkable  on  ibe  phm  eUoded  to  hy 
tbe  right  bon.  gent;  b«t  bo  wtebad  Ibe 
overeoere  to  b«ve  a  power  of  eantreeAing 
for  ittcb  labour  as  could  be  made  prodne^ 
lite,  and  to  earry  it  towards  tbe  fond  for 
ibeir  mainteiience.  Natiooal  enpfoyment 
ifould  be  a  kistDg  and  indeed  impracticable 


.  Mr.  Koif  stated,  that  till  witbin  these 
few  3rears  tbe  poor  bad  been  employed  in  a 
very  useful  omnoer  in  Lincolnsbiret  where 
tbe  employneot  foiled  at  length  from  tbe 
deficiency  of  that  private  attention  wliich 
aiano  ooald  keep  it  alivo.  He  recom* 
inasided  to  the  bon.  geat.  to  divide  las  biU 
into  two  or  more  biUs.  It  might  go  to  the 
i|uarter  sefesiotii  in  its  present  shape,  but 
thli  divifiod  ought  to  tato  place  before  pat 
tukg  tbe  matters  to  tbe  finel  sense  of  the 
Mwi^  Mr.  Piit*s  bill  bad  foiled  chiefly  by 
being  too  oomprebensive. 

Mr«  hat  Xmk  etatedi  thet  Hi  Leiosster- 

ehira  Ui4re  wea  ntuch  extmpatoehial  food, 

*    tbe  bolderi  of  which  bad  voluntarily  sub* 

^  lagued  themselves  to  the  county  rates, 

flM)l  withiiig  to  be  eacempt  from  their  fair 

ahare  of  the  burthens  borne  by  their  neigh* 

Mr*  Qihirt  Ibought  the  ben.  gent,  enti- 
tled to  the  gratitude  of  the  country  for  bis 
abfo  oonsiderattoo  of  a  sufa^t  uf  such 
niigBifiude,  He  saw  much  food  in  tbe  bon. 
^eot/a  phfl^  aad  littfo  that  was  act  beiifefi*^ 
laaily  prAotieable^ 

JAr.  MlHmn  matntanied,  that  no  blame 
watt  chie  to  4he  gentlemea  of  Liiicelo»  for 
tbfr  faiJoee  of  the  plan  ^^r  the  employment 
of  tkt  poor*  Thif  pAaa  wea  impsactlcabfo, 
audit  waaa  Elusion  to. eEtpeotmuth  foom 
ki  Tbe  beta.  gent.  bMlahen  an  abfovfow 
M  tfoh  very  eateiaii^e  sakgect,  Imt  be  foartd 
tbe  cfoenpfoaity*  af.tbe  boa.  geat«'s  pfoo 
woald  lead  to  osorackiffically  than  what  he 
wantied  to  get  rid  of.  The  aet  of  fitiaabaib 
eoatataeii  the  ^rehtprkioiflhaof  aveiyfead 
eyatem  \  aad  all  that  was  i^uiead  %ma  Id 
simpli^^  and  impeovw  tbe  iyetam  esta- 
bTisbed  upon  iiit>8a  pnocipke^  Tike  giaat 
aeaa  whose  losa  tbe  hoasa  dapfored,  aad 
woukl  depbre  for  e^ier  <Mn  Fkt^»  hid 
failed  in  «a  aliempt  t»  fomriiM:  Mdi  a 


bill  asr  tbst  piwpoiod  by  Aa  hoK 
U  tbe  bon^  gentiaesin 
tucceed  in  remedying 
evib,  be  would  confor  a  knling  beaelt  crtt 
the  country* 

Mr.  SjmneerSHmiofm  allowed  the  edtM« 
enoe  of  every  gyieeance  whicb  the  bMW 
gent,  ascribed  to  Che  prasent  poarAuse^ 
He  was  not  piaperad  to  My,  bow  far  tM 
present  plan  eontaiawd  adeymta  tamedtiK 
Tbeopioion  of  the  juitieeB  ooold  not  ba  ool* 
iectad  at  the  next  c)aarter  aesiioa«  aad  It 
wwald  ba  material  to  the  fidHiy  of  aoU 
lecting  that  opiaion«  to  divide  the  bW  iaid 
three  or  four  parts. 

Lord  i^eaicci;  said,  thet%  odali  ba  botaa« 
feeling  with  i«pect  to  the  ability  wMH 
which  Ms  hoo.  friead  had  recoomngflded 
this  great  eabject  to  the  hooeet  aad  thd 
teal  arbkh  be  bad  bestowed  in  makmg  MaiA 
self  perfectly'  maeter  of  it.  Howev^,  Mi 
bon.  friand  bad  do  ifteation  to  prwNi  th» 
business  forward  precipitately,  b«t  it  van 
desirabfo  to  apply  a  remedy  to  tbe  ealsHag 
evils  aa  aoon  et  pomible.  He  would  aw^ 
preas  no  opinion  of  its  merits  forther,  tbaa 
that  there  was  much  in  it  that  ha  apptoee<i» 
and  if  there  was  any  thing  i»  fai^peu*  ta 
which  be  didbred,  be  #oald  be  imidy  t^ 
yield  to  bis  bon;  friend  who  had  cooaklirM 
the  sabjett  with  nsach  gteaier  atteirtioti% 
in  every  diseoaNOn  tho  measufe  woald  bk 
amended.  On  the  whole,  amebbeaifitviai 
to  be  derived  from  the  plan  t  hod  heteafad» 
tbat  if  not  tbe  wbolei  at  leiet,  It  wooM  ha 
executed  in  the  priacipal  parts  datiag  tli% 
present  sessioa. 

Mr.  Siurgei  Ihumf  wished  the  bOl  to  b» 
in  tbe  bands  of  the  country  geatfonteo  aft 
tbe  assises,  as  well  as  tbe  «|ttaner  sesskma. 
h  would  thus  aieei  a  ffuperinr  umsMfoia- 
tioB.  Witboat  meeiing  to  hany  tbe  ioa. 
getit.,  he  hoped  that  before  the  ne^ct  moatH 
it  would  be  ready  to  be  tfaaemitted. 


Mr.  ^immi  seid,  that  Move  Mbad^, 
ha  meant  ta  pte«Hrt  the  hill,  wMeh  hto 
wooM  eapedila  «r  tiNr  fowideei  tbaasAgii^ 
trates  by  all  mosias  ta  Ifit  pwwte*. 

Sir  J.  ii^fapurl  thanhad  the  ha^.  wmt. 
for  so  oMotial  aa  hnpi^eMaot  of  thh 
poiriilMs,  an  Miprotamefit  whith  raadea. 
ed  thoee  lawa  tMfo  neaHy*  aphlmbfo  to 
btiand^  frhemiha  osiaditloaoi  the  poar 
was  lueh  as  to  tw^nkm  immedtal»  tidfarfs 


though  the  pMh>^fows,  tM  tl«y  tnod  Ht 
p>asegi,h>dbeeha>iverftMyftMddhytim 
gaoifom«n  of  IrdMid.  Tbe  taooiao^ kK 
dostiT  in  Inrtaad  wisra  elMapljr  «id  wrtl 
tuid'hiMti«>iMlh< 
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«.bIereftg«(o'ta«iiy.  Tba  «M|ual  etpeACf 
ih  ou^oi  iboae  bouses  wbiob  he  ««»  puxticiK 
larly^  «c<|ualnite(l  with,  «^  7^.  C<»r  eacb 
iadividuiU^.thoilgh  Ui«r&were  many  idu^s 
and' lunatics  ip  iU 

Mr.  da^Wvf  veoommend^  ip  have. a 
g^^at  jMiaaber  of  .copiea  of  the  hiil  print- 
^dy  and  (#  have  ibeoi  circulated  thfough 
ike  cMtkUfft  ^i^  ^y^y  ftctiiiiy  pi  coitkvey.* 
«(0M  thaa  govero«ieQ4  could .  g^rv^.  'th» 
bill  wouli  he- better  considerad  al|c^|e|ihar, 
ia  the  fknt  iaateae>  it  mi^  aftarwaxds 
be  dWidod ;  itod  if  .the  whole  of  it  fhoiijd 
not  pasalhts  se8»ion»  he  hoped  soiae  parts 
«f  it  at  leatft  woaldt  as  maay  parta  .of  it 
^yboldhe  highly  beaeficiaU 

M#t  fViihvadfmd  he  shoikki  be  pieced 
if  aay  fMirt  of  the  lahoac  be  had  h^towed 
Otttimsutieetfc  should  meet  theappri»hation 
of  the  hoase  ;  baJb  he  would  not  lose  sight 
4>l  any  ameadaneftt  h6  thou^jt  re(|aisite» 
till  bt  shoaU  hawo  effected  iUrrl^te  was 
fiven  to  hriog  m  »  bUI,  and  Mr.  Whiit- 
brai4«  Mr«  Py«i,  Mr*  Braad^  Mr.  Lee 
ABtofMi%  aad»  Mjt*  Hof n^ri  were  wdared.  to 
IMTofiara  aod  heik|g  io .  tha  jsam^.     .      , 

(Naw  PiMkJt  oir  FiHAMs.]  Lord 
Jia&^  FHty  mored  the  order  of  th^  $lay» 
for  tdbing  iAto  foftber  conaideFatidii  the 
r^f^n  from  the  comitiittee  of  the  whole 
houaet  to  wh<>«a  it  was  referred  iq  consider 
farther  of  the  Ftaauce^,  of  tbacouatry 

Sir  /owMt  Pnkemy  cahte&ded  that  it  was 
errdneoua  to  su()|>os9  fM^y  violation  of  &ith 
towards  llie  stoclfbgM^i^  in  divisfting.  the 
ainkiugfttpd»  It  waanot  alona  ^fouk  the  qaan- 
tity  of  siiijEiB^  fiind  hrqagbtinto  the  «uup-, 
kit,  bi)t  front  tha  proportion  of  the.siakiug 
iithd  tQ  thadebt  untouched  witbit)  the  yaar. 
The'  pHipe  of  stocks  was. at.  its  hjgbeit  in 
1790^  when  the,  d  pwraeata*  wera  at.Sff,. 
and  aa  that  tiase  there  waa  qearcety  any 
sinhii^g  food ;  the  ^tce  of  stacks  wae  thafc- 
fore  not  proportiofied  t^  the  amoai^i  of 
the  sinking  faad»  Tha  quaatitj  of  eapital 
to  he  in)ieestad  i«  sl^eh  was  alw^a  the  hast; 
seeurtty  kv  k^sapiilg  «p  tbo  prke*  .  li  waa 
ag^vied  that  jtbe  a«Gaai»«l#i<>n'Of  tha  eink-. 
big  fatid  abound  stop  ataama  liinesbd 
thought  it  ^aiciaibp  now.:  Thaa«;<9i»MM 
4*100  of  4ei»t  worid  thts  he  p(Wtaalad» 
and  the  sita^aa  ef  tha  stoddkoUar  sot 
d^rioratmt  Thaft  tiMbomt  bfuoaei  arant 
ioto  a  aatie^  nf  :«al!(^hiliQM  to  shew  the 
eflbotbf.tbeQghlo  Ioi!d^ap!a»  and  hia  own. 
Ha  ooMMtdv  thai  tke.cempariacMi  was 
auUBbaganatthiasiohleiord'apfaB.  Agraat 
ascadiitlaHon  of  M>t  would  be  avmdad» 
.  andriiie  WW  tbiea  waaMha  prcaorvad  ua*' 


chaKged* .  -He  oontendad  also,  that  fwefi 
go  the  plaA  of  ukuig.tiie  ^ar  ta3ses,,hjp 
system  wa^  better  t^aa  that  of  the  iiohl^ 
lord's.       .  :     . .. 

[  iiuM.  ^iornloadeptecated  equally  lii^ 
continuaiijceof  hei^vy  taa^ation,  and  the  m* 
fioedi/^te  invasion  of  tbemki^  tun^*^  Q|t 
thescv  coosidec^iioas  iie  waa  iaplined  to  ap^ 
prove  of  ^le  uoblf  lordVplaa,  and  .also  hep 
guise  the  nrw>st  maturely  weighed  of  the  plaoa 
broug|)t/orward  on  Jbhe  oth^  4ide  approxir 
mated  very  nearly  to  ,that  of  the  auoibla 
lord*  He  cooaplaioed  of  the  statement  of 
the  noble  lord  opposite  (Castlereagh)y.thait 
in  his  calcttlatioo  he  ^  had .  omiUed.  lb(p 
charge  of  the  yearly  loan  of.  1 1  Oiiliion% 
which  would  require  the  payaoeut  of  inter- 
est for  l^fiOOfiQQl.,  hvm»  uopardoo^blb 
to  delude  the  pnblic  with  statements  xf^fixft 
sentiag:  tha  charges  of  the  naw  jpJaa  as  coq^ 
paratively  burtbenspmey  and  to  exoludi 
from  the  compilative  view  all  Uuscpn^daa- 
atiof)  of  theg^aat  oKpence  of  interest  baloog- 
iog  to  the  plan  of  the  n<^le  lonl  oppo^t^ 
The  noble  lord's  plan  Cor  takiogtbeaxcessaa 
of  the  sinking  fund  was  aja  invaaioo,  w^^ 
called  fpr  eveiy  friend  6f  the  sinking  6infl 
to  com^  forward  in  its  defence.  Hera  tbis 
bon.  -gfffnt.  went  iato  a  hiist9^  of .  tha  jftn^ 
gress  of  the  sinking  fund .  from  its  ongUL 
The  benefits  we  h$4  experieacedy  oi|ght  to 
hind  us  in  poliqy.aQd  ia  gratitude.to  priH 
serve  the.  source  of  all  tha^  adyant^gisf. 
The  interierenoe  of  Mr,  Addington,  anji 
that  of  the  noble  U)c4<  aiaar  hiiot  with .  tl|e 
sinking  food„  had  boea  coupled  with  bena- 
,  fits  which  CQO)peiMa{ed  the.  invaaioo^  £i^ 
.the  opbla  lord's  pla^^  Uivaded  the  6eGuril|f 
of  the  stockholdeifi  by  taking  tiie  axcessaa 
,of  the  sinkiag  ^md.  without  offering  .|^ 
eot^pensaii^P.-'  Tl«|  f4aa  of  takii^  ihp 
e^ficesses  of  the  sinking  faodp  aad  raisii^ 
o^ly 'the.  .difieiaaoa  bet^Nraen  that  and 
1 1-)<K)0/)00^|^  would  be  very  unjust  a§  weU 
^  y^f  ivtpolitic.  There  was  extreme 
.dangar*  ia  iMjiiog.  down  the  principla»  that 
,the  jlink^  lund  was  to  he  di^ret'ted  to  tliia 
C4iHrrei|t  service  in  every  war.  Takinj^  tha 
.sjujFplatL  >of  the  consolidated  fund  to  py 
^aiateieat  of  thf  debt  coairacted  in  the 
year*  was  a.  vioi^ipui  i^  ^  might  ao  ef « 
,pfisa  it^pf  puhlio  cradit»  at  hast.  Aut  it 
might  happen  that  the.  consolidated  fui;^ 
woaU  barely  oover  the  chaiias  iinpoayl 
apan  it ;  and  what  waa  to  be  done  in  that 
ease  K  With  leipea  to  the.  war  taxeii  no 
f  ledt»  waa  Mouived  to  cootiaae  tham,.b(^t 
only  taxes  to  the  same  amount  to  a9tthi« 
giuihrlbaMni-  bonowad.    Tba  otgeotion 
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of  Borrowing  at  (compound  iaierest  was  an* 
twertdy  by  exhibiting  the  compound  a!- 
tcady  prodntedy  and  aboot  to  be  produced 
hy  this  plan,  and  bj  tbe  noble  lord's  recent 
'measure*  It  was  tbe  noble  lord  that  bad 
faised  these  very  war  taxes  last  year  nine 
ndlUons  above  tbeiribmier  amount,  and 
tttd  thus  foniished  m  foundation  for  the 
*Wliole  superstructure  of  this  plan.  The 
"Jplanwas  supposed  to  under-rate  tfae  expen«> 
xlitnre,  but  it  provided  in  fact  for  an  ex- 
penditure to  that  amouut,  wit!)  an  increased 
ficility  of  raising  larger  sums,  if  that  should 
he  necessary,  fie' hoped  tiie  experience 
of  one  year  w<m!d  confirm  tbe  fin'durablc 
•expectation  entertained  of  tbe  noble  lord's 
pTan,  and  prove. its  efficacy  towards  raising: 
w  great  part  o(  the  expenditure,  not  di- 
"Vectly  in  the  same  year,  but  so  as  to  be. 
redeemed  in  a  few  years.  Tltis  little  ts- 
%ind  was  carrying  on  war  idmost  against 
"Ae  powers  of  the  world,  for  tbe  bene^t  of 
the  world,  and  with  nich  an  extent  of  co- 
lonial empire  to  secure,  it  was  necessary  to 
preserve  our  sinking  (tmd,  and  to  reduce 
-and  dimintsb  the  public  debt,  so  as  to  al^ 
low  OS,  if  necessary,  to  go  into  a  new  war 
wid^' ample  resources.  Tbough  that  was 
mot  done  as  much  as  be  could  wi^h  by  tbe 
noble  lord's  plan,  H  was  very  nearly  dotie. 
The  national  debt  wa^  certainly  a  great 
'and  awfol  weight  upon  the  exertions 
.and  industry  pf  the  country;  but  it  was 
eti!l  a  pleasing  reflection  to  consider,  that 
tbe  annuM  income  of  tbe  nation  was 
"brought  within  2,500,000/.  of  the  expen- 
diture; that  wbtlft  the  enemy  had  sup- 
*|>orted  the  expences  of  warfare  by  con^ 
'^catbnB,  by  a  diminution  at  one  period  of 
'tlio  pnblic  debt,  and  beiit  of  the  interest 
00  Ae  debt|  by  an  illusory  system  of  as^ 
aignats,  by  spoliatiops  on  foreign  states, 
and  e^ctorttug  from  others  a  tribute,  as  tbe 

Erice  of  a  mock  indepenciepce,  Great 
rttain,  in  the  progress  or  a  war  iilvowedly 
tmdtrtaken  and  conducted  agaii^t  h^rre* 
sources,  had  riten  superior  to  her  difRcuU 

'ties,  and  b<^d  in  this  period  of  its  progress 
abiost  equaliMHd  its  ineome  with  itsexpen. 
dfture.  In  expressing  bis  approbatioQ  of 
tbe  plan  of  the  obbia  lord,  eVen  on  iti  own. 

^merits,  he  fah  that  opinion  eonsidaraUy 
strengthened,  by  contrasting  it  with  those 
reeomniended  by  tbe  hon.  gentlemen  on 
the  opposite  side,  which  increased  the  pub<» 
licburthehs  in  the  present  instance,  and  in 
sio  d^ree  diminished  the  aceuaiiilation  of 

'the  pubTic'dtibt. 

'  •  Mn  JdhnHime  eouM  not  bopa  lo-ttiake 


himself  onderstdod  in*Wbat  he  had  to  say 
on  this  snbject,  if  tbe  statement  of  his  tioble 
friend  (lond  Castlereagh)  had  failed  of  con* 
veyiog  a  clear  idea  of  its  purport*  Before 
be  entered  on  what  be  had  to  say,  he  pur- 
posed to  make  one  or  two  obeervations  on 
the  preliminary  topics  which  had  been  in- 
troduced into  the  discussion*  Tbe  debates 
on  this  subject  would  have  the  efiect  of 
shewing  to  the  public,  that- the  expeilditure 
of  the  country,  which  had  been  takeu  at 
38  raiUioas,  would  oat  be  the  whole  iof  the 
expenditure,  and  therefore  eiriehifriWig  any 
delusive  hopes  that  might  aiHfte  frotn  soch 
an  impression^'  But  thaugk  the*  noble 
lord  could  not  have  aeearately  e^mated  the 
amount  ^f  the  actue)  expenditure,-  yet  an 
increased  •expewditore  onght*ta^tifiro  been 
provided  for,  and  he  uodersCOo4-4bat  tliey 
were  t^ly  even  in  the  prescM  year^  to  be 
called  on  lor  a  much  larger  sum  than  any 
that  bad  been*  yet  mentioned.  Either 
Russia  was  to  be  abandoned,  and  peace  to 
be  the  oohseqiience  on  the  «ceiitiQent>  or 
Ibis  country  slK)i>ld  advanoe  iba  necessary 
subsidies  to  our  allies.  Tfaara  wiaa  also  a 
charge  of  500,000/.  due  from  government 
to  the  East^ India  company,  whiph'  ai^ht  to 
bilve  been  inckidediti  thefivil expenditure 
of  the  country,  llie  document  that  bad 
been  circulated'  to  the  public,  biHhi  oat  a 
more  favourable  prospect  than  was. borne 
out  by  tbe  papers  before  the  boose,  upon 
which  it  was  founded*  That  paper  repre- 
sented that  tb«  additiofi  to  ibadebt  under 
tlie  proposed  system,  woaldbe  on  the  ave- 
rage of  90  y^^«  S  millions  and  a- half, 
whereas  it  would. in  fac|  be  4 milUoufo  and 
a  half.  .  If,  as  had  been  said  by  tbe  last 
speaker,  tbe  additions  madei  to  rbi^  taxes 
last  session,  bad  been  adapted  with  a  view 
to  this  plan,  it  seemed  strange,  that  in  the 
speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  his 
majesty  was  mada  to  lament  the  necessity 
of  adding  to  the  burthens  of  his  people ; 
this  plan  being  intended  tapraveutfurtlier 
taxation*  It  bafl  been  the  mshion  formerly 
to- argue  for  tbe  neeassity  of  ralieving  pos- 
terity fi^om  burthens^  but  now  iheuiiigu- 
ment  was  to  relietre  the  >'pveaent  moment, 
and  leave  tbe  burthaas  to  posterity.  He 
was  a  friend  to-  the  plan  of  leaving  ^  bur- 
theni  to  afbct  po(^mty,  becaiuse  be  found 
tbe  syttem'bad  not  been  pn^adieial  to  us, 
so  far  as  eoaceraedtthe^uitbeaa  banded 
down  by  om^  ancestors.  But  he  had  an  ob- 
jection lo  the  cobtplioated  joacbinery  of 
the  noble  lord's  pkm,. which,  .under  the  spe« 
eious  garb  of  complicated  details,  wa$y  m 
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fad,  only  ti>  raise  two  millions,  uid  a  half 
a  year,  ever  the  amoiuit  of  the  einking 
fund*  '  The  faoa.  gentw  then  said,  that  if  \  I 
millions  were  to  be  raised  annually,  in  ad** 
dition  to  tbewar  taxes^  and  interest  to  be 
provided  only  for  the  difference  between 
the  amount  of  the  sinking  fund  and  the 
loan,  the  diffeFeike  between  the  sums  raised 
by  his  plan  and  that  of  the  noble  lord, 
would  be  44i  millions ;  and  by  the  noble 
lord's  plan  ^,054 ,000/.  permanent  taxes 
would  be  imposed  in  20  years>  whilst  by  his 
only  1  JOO,OOOLwould  be  imposed,  and  the 
whole  of  th^  war  taxes  would,  in  the 
former  case,  be  mortgaged,  which,  in  the 
latter,  w<itold  be  free.  It  was  natural  for 
every  person  to  be  attached  to  the  proiiuc- 
tion  of  bis  own  brain,  and  he  certainly 
thought  his  plan  superior,  to  that  of  the 
noble  lord's;  as, . according  to  his  plan, 
each  loau  would  be  paid  off  in  45  years, 
according  to  &e  engag^ent  to  the  public 
creditor. 

Mr.  Bankea  thought  that  the  hon.  mem* 
ber  wh«>  had  just  sat  down,  had  taken  the 
sinking  fund  iato  his  calculation  two^ways, 
both  as  a  means  of  redeeming  the  debt, 
and  as  a  fund  applicable  t6  the  service  of 
the  year.  There  was  a  fallacy,  therefore,  in 
fats  reasoning.  If  the  government  was  only 
to  provide  for  the  interest  of  the  excess  of 
the  loan,  over  the  amount  of  the  sinking 
fund,  and  to  provide  for  the  remainder  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sinking  fimd,  that 
fund  would  be  stationary  during- the  war. 
^Should  the  war  last  ten  years,  its  progress 
would  Uterefore  be  interrupted,  and  the  re- 
demption of  the  loans  would  be  effected  in 
55  instead  of  45  years..-  He  objected  to  all 
the  projects  that  had  been  proposed  as  sub- 
stitutes for  that  of  the  noble  lord  opposite, 
because  they  all  were  founded  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  invading  the  sinking;  fund,  which 
was  sacred,  aikl  not  to  be  toi^ched,  excep*! 
incases  of  extreme- necessity.  The  plan  of 
the  noble  lord  afforded  more  prospects  to 
the  country  than  any  oUier,  because  it  was 
to  release  it  from  taxation  for  3  years, 
without  diminisbibgits resources;  and  these 
3  years  were  likely  to  be  more  important, 
than  the  same  number  of  years  in  any  pe- 
riod of  M3ur  history.  This  relief  to  the 
country  was  wise,  in  the  hope  that  Provi- 
denceft  who  had  so  often  signally  assisted 
this  country,  would  again  interfere  in  its 
behalf.  He  did  not  think  it  wise,  however, 
of  the  noble  lordi  to  havestaied  the  expen. 
ditureof  thecountry  so  low  as^3^,000,000/. 
because  if  a|}r.addition  were  to  be  ;nade  to 


that  etprnditore,  it  would  create  disajw 
poiutmeat  to  the  public.  He  trusted. if 
such  an  addition  shonk)  be  necessary,  ia 
would  induce  the  noble  lord  to  make  notl 
parsiraomous  but  economical  relrei]di<« 
ments  in  the  public  expenditure.  It  ha(| 
been  said,  that  the  sinking  fund  miglit 
become  too  great,  but  he  had  jiq  appie^. 
hensions  of  that  description,  as  tha( 
fund  had'been  intended  to  act  against  tbcr 
debt,  and  he  wished  to-  see  that  redu- 
ced as  early  as  possible.  The  appropria* 
tion  of  the  war  taxes  had  been  staled  to 
be  a  violation  of  the  pledges  given  ta 
the.  public,  and  a  disappointment  of  their 
reasonable  hopes,  but  necessity  called,  loir 
it,  and  it  vyas  ouiy  to  be  feared,  that  uni^ee 
a  pressure  of  future  circumstances,  the  ini« 
nister  of.  the  day  might  make  the  addi» 
ticmal  appropriation  of  4  per  cefit*  tb# 
ground  of  future  loans.  If  the  taxes  ap* 
propriatsd  shoulcl  not  be  productive,  par* 
lianient  would  be  bound,  to  make  them 
good.  But  he  thought  the  property  tax 
mor6  equalized  between  the  landed  and 
moneyed  intere^t,  not  desoending  solow  as 
at.  present,  with  an  allowance  to  .persoiiv 
having  small  incomes,  with  larger  families^  , 
and  facilities  of  recovery  of  the  tax  vrhea 
proved  by  those  who  had  no  right  to  pay, 
would  be  better  retained  than  the  other  war 
taxes.  Taxes  which  came  in  by  a  ciiv 
cuitous  operation  were  felt  more  than  a  di*> 
rect  tax.  But  if  any  thiag  cohld  keep 
down  the  .price  of  articles,  and  insure  the 
^onomical  expenditure  proposed  by  .  the 
noble  lord,  it  was  ilie  cessation  from  taxa* 
tion  (or  3  years.  As  to  subsidies  to  foreign 
powers,  be  bad  never  been  a  friend  to  them 
and  did  not  approve  of  the  grant  oC  theta 
in  older  or.  more  recent  times.  He  regret* 
ted  the  whole  of  the  expeuditure  of  that 
description,  because  the  powers  of  the  oon« 
tinent  always  pursued  their  own  objects 
and  interests.  It  was  difficult,  neverthe- 
less, for  an  individualmember  of  thathouse 
to  oppose. such  gratits,  when  recommended 
on  the  great  and  giave  authority  of  persons 
who  had  access  to  documents  shewing  the 
views  of  foreign  powers.  He  approved  o£ 
many  parts  of  the  plan  of  the  noble  lord, 
and  he  Jamented  that  other  parts  of  uc 
should  be  contained  in  it,  but  on  the  whole 
he  thought  that  the  plans  which  had  faeen 
recommended  by  his  hoa.  friend,  would 
not  obviate  any  of  the  imperfectioaa  qi  the 
noble  lord's  pl^u,  and  would  .augmeDC 
many  of  them.  .  .,   .     ,  * 

Mr.  J^9£e^obssFvad,  that  tbe^  ]^^  ^n^ 
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irtttlMd  spokes  lMtkarifl|i|MMdof1h« 
flail «f  tbe«ol>le  lord,  vkkli  was oniir  ao 
of  theiMrUnM,  Unmik^  be 
ttdoKlift  of  U^tisM  boing 
4MHI  of  paaoe«  Tkm  hin. 
^Ml.  bad staladt  ibat  ximaaXd  ba  batlor  to 
ooatHiua  tba  proparly  tax  Iban  tbe  olbar 
— ilftMoa.  ftil  be  appiabeadad  tbat  tbe 
aiifropriatad  upr  lapet  araald  aotfocleaiii 
lie  laoaa  far  eibick  Ibsf  micbt  ba  mot^ 
bft  A4  ^pean,  ^bul  wo«U  aequiie  a 
lapger  if imoi  ia  fvopoftieB  «§  Ibe 
prioa^f'lha  iimda  wonki  xw^mad  ivritb  ftbit 
■ipaaaaian  ba  Iboufbt  it  ««Qiaki  ba  malAnaa 
tapkisa  Iha  wartaim.  Tbe  tig^boii, 
§8iiU  <toD  Wjaalad  hb  fgwwnr  olMianmtioiis 
ta  ]im^  Ibat  moiia  of  tbe  ^var  tasta,  ex« 
aa|ifctke|Maiffl*ft]p  tax«  ooakl  beespected 
tofaapnMliaolmiiitiaaaaffaaoc.  Uewaa 
Wt  psfauad  to  i^;raetoBiiy  oaa  of  tba 
I  tbat  bad  beeo  aabmittad  to 
» but  08  no  inoonaeBiaaoe  cbold 
ariaa  ipiaaibedobigrctfettewart  beagaia 
paiitfiri  tfaameaaiityof  puttingttff  the  fioal 
adoptioiiof  dtt  ■aaaufo  tiUjiexiaeitioii. 
Heytkuhtly  objaclod  to  the  oontibuaiice 
offiiio<diit9r  on  feana^ge  after  ibe  war.  This 
ooiMtoy  «M  bt  'preaeaH  m  poarastion  of 
IheavlMAe  tMdoofifaa'iiotldyjindiiopaa^ 
fan  oaoM  be  eo  oangone  ae  to  soppoop^ 
4NiAiaeaboaki  wit  fa«fe  mabfor  tbat  taade 
ai^oM  of  fpaee.  A  duty  on  tonnag^  ood 
loadagabad  beeo  laid  gb  mlbe  Mtgnof 
C^nrleail*  ^Rsheii  thefviaciples  of  political 
ooonoaiy  won  aec-oo  wdl  uadentood  as 
at'pycseaity  bot  tbbbad beeo  taben  <£m 
4bo aeisQiof  WilMaan  ili.  bo  ikr  as r^alod 
to  wBolien  BiBiwIiotBMB,  and  was  cwtbolj 
4000  «Mf  JD  17M,  tntbs  mgn  of  Oeot§e 
II*  -'Woftaduty  Topeakd  in  tbat  reign  to 
boioaoittil  toio  tbefimeiit  ?  It  would  be 
macrkus  laxitive  ior  4bo  eowsdeiatioa  irf 
IbavfaoaaB^tbattiveiGeffaniilioaDB  riwalM 
«iur  aMunftctuaes  mi  that  articio  in 
WeatJadia  kbiidii,  and  evh  nndenoU 
Tba  pftan  of  tbe  tiobk  kv»d  re- 
that  of  Mi!«  Ntekar,  wbieb  bad 
I  tbocfaiof  cone  of  tbePaeiicb veto- 
iiaiQO.  ttecDubi  jnctreeonoileitio 
■eM  lo^gmAiulaat  ^ote  ontbie  eubjaci, 
^eontidamig^  as  be  idid,.the  resokitioAtior 
4be  Qabte  lasd  fraaght  with  tbe  fieoiiot 
aaiaGbief  to  ^fae  ^eootry . 

Jit.  Oaaj^ebtertedydtat  tbei^jbtbew. 
m^mt.  bad  iuipagnod^be.plan  of  tbe'nobie 
wd^'OA^be'gnMiad  tbat  tfaetaoDea  woold 
laat  bo  pcodttOtiiio  dunag  peace.  Sot  ht 
90^  the  parliament  would  bebotind  to/mabe 
^fitt^  mf^  Mkiaoey  -idasX  wgbt  wam^  or 


to  adbatibita  9«im  teM  m  tbar  f  1m.. 
ftnt it oppaaBKl  ao  biaa  oalra^  i)Mr«^ 
lion  of  the  ioipeiM^  of  oooiiainQg  tbe  too* 
aogo  tax.  tbwt  ti»  floroMo  linear  fmlled 
oor  liaant  ui  Cbo  Weat^lndia  OHtrbet,  bo* 
caow  mo  Qtmatm  liaons  -coiM  food  oar 
iakoda  bat  ibroi^  this  ooootfy. 

Mr.  Artffud  ot  ooy  olbar  ibne  and 


wdmt  any  ediarciaeuiaaiaaaei,  omild  bavd 
boao  di^ioatd  totroaJylo  Ibe  booee  oiqio 


at  that  b6orof  the  aig^be 
was  incbaed  to  do.  IVbeatbebtHaaiMMdd 
bo  bnoi^bt  to,  on  the  elisobitjooa  of  tba 
aoble  lord,  ba  ebooid  baoe  sidBcidat  oppor^- 
moities  of  deU*onw  bia  aaatiaioots  upoa 
them,  ond  be  aboald  fael  it  bis  ikity  in  op* 
poos  IbooiineviMyolage.  Tba  toxica  pro* 
posadtDbeconlmuod  by  tiw  irat  nasolu^ 
tion,  wase  rapreeented  aa  not  bkeiy  to  be 
pnD|4aolBve<ni  poace,  and  latbiaet  was  00* 
if  they  waae  onptodaciiwe,  par# 
Maowpt  would  'bo  bound  to  waike  tbeia 
good.  If  they  were  to  be  made  pesasaoeat 
only  watb  a  «iew  to  baae  Itiam  nfterwards 
tepeaiad,  tbia  woold  be  to  at  Ae  tbe  act  of 
tho  ^gH^lolore  apoak  o  linfaay  wbkb  it 
did  not  nean.  *  In  cbeoaosa  wagr  tise  pro* 
peity  taiCy  wbiob  tbe  booat  tiad  beouf;waa 
to  mdeiatandf  in  theopening  apeocb  ^Ifae 
noble  losd,  was  to  be  acpealori  at  tbe^od 
of  tbe  war,  bad  boon  in  bis  sabaeqoent  eot- 
pianattoneTepraaaaOad  asliabb  tobooea^ 
Mfuod  in  peace,  yot  tbe  eeoaad  iwaoluliaa 
pledged  tfaeboaae  pontt^y  to  tbe  wpeai 
of  tbowar  tan  the  nMOMiit  tbe  wnrahoald 
Geoia«  Tbe -ifttpasolutioa  wastojpkdgB 
tbe  war  taxes,  wbieb  wore  aftevwerds  to  be 
vepoalad ;  and  tbe  seoond  pcoahrtioi  de* 
cmnd,  tbat  tbe  .property  tax,  wineh  was 
Mooly^to  botwotinood,  sbonld  benynslffd* 
If  tbe  taxes  mentioned  ia  tbe£i«t'ieio^ 
kCiQa  wove  lobe  rep«»led,  w^y onaet  their 
oonlkxuenoo?  and  if  tbe  .piwpeity  tax  was 
do  be  CQ&tinnady  why  resolve  tbat  it  abeukl 
be  topiMled ?  He  tbougfat tbatit  aws  iw^ 
mper  in  the  bouse  to  iegialetefor  liiaaifit)'* 
Tbete  ebaorwtionB  be  mode  wltb.o  wiew  te 
pposo'tba  soggoatton^rf  hiongbt  ban.'^riefid 
tiuit  tbe  ipiwfieion  4br,tlie\toan  abooid  lie 
4^ia»gad  open  ony  fiaad,  ond  tbeditcossiaa 
of  tibo  noble  Urd^  plan  defimed  to  neat 
eafeioo.  lt>iiad  bee&taid,  tbat  tbe  duties, 
m  nppropriated,  migbt  mtiMrwoids  'be  fe- 
pealed;  wnd  tbis  be  loobod  upon  <as  tbe 
^bestnsgihnent  Ibot  badbeennvgadin  fe-. 
.iN>ar  of  the  mboaufo.  Tbe  plan -of  tbe 
noble  lofd  might  be  "vary  >good,  end  bis 
mc^ye  niiaistere  might  bave  bestowed 
sU'daentieBtieii  upon  it^  bnt^t  tbobooie 
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kad  not  had  sufficle.nt  time  to-  consider  so 
complicnted  a  question.  It  was  only  tl\at 
day  that  some  of  the  pf^>ers,  necessary  to 
form  a  judgment  on  the  subject,  were  laid 
before  the  house. 

Lord  Htnrtf  Petty  maintained  that  the 
resolutions  cuotained  no  pledge  whatever 
fo.r  the  continuance  of  any  particular  tax. 
The  objed  of  the  plan  was  to  provide  for 
the  exigencies  of  a  protracted  war,  and  a.t 
the  same  time,  by  abstaining  from  imposing.^ 
fresh  taxes,  to  relieve  the  country,  to  rie- 
pair  its  strength  and  recruit  its  resources, 
whikt  its  operation  would  provide  the 
tneansof  resorting  again  to  taxation,  if  that 
must  be  the  case,  a  resort  which  woold 
still  remain,  even  supposing  the  plan  to- 
tally to  &iU  *Ilis  lordship  entered  into  a 
comparison  of  the  plan  he  had  proposed, 
and  those  suggested  on  the  other  side,  and 
contended  that  his  plan  had  this  great  ad- 
vantage, that  it  would  operate  to  increase 
the  sinking  fund,  in  a  larger  proportion  to 
the  debt,  up  to  a  certain  point  when  its 
excesses  were  to  be  taken,'  whilst  the  plans 
proposed  on  the  other  side  would  operate 
to  increase  considera.bly  the  debt,  and 
leave  the  sinking  fund  as  it  now  stood. 
He  proposed,  after  a  certain  accumulation 
of  the  sinking  fund,  to  appropriate  the 
excesses  ;  but  they  would  attark  that  fund 
immediately.  He  remembered  a  story  of 
a  man  who  said  he  had  a  sure  method  of 
curing  sheep  of  all  disorders,  and  that  was 
by  cutting  their  throats ;  so  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  would  get  at  the  sinking 
fund  by  irumediately  taking  it,  and  this 
constituted  the  boasted  simplicity  of  their 
plans.  His  plan,  on  the  contrary,  by  the 
proportionable  magnitude  of  the  sinking 
fund,  would  insure  to  the  stockholder  a 
certain  market  for  his  stock,  and  instead  of 
mortgaging  all  the  resources  of  the  country, 
as  some  hon.  gentlemen  had  contended, 
there  would,  if  it  continued  to  operate,  be  a 
sum  of  25,000,000/.  available  for  the  seri 
vice  of  the  country  in  Uie  year  1822. 

Lord  Castiereagh  contended  that '  the 
system  beforb  the  bouse  was  a  much  greater 
infracticMi  of  the  act  of  1786\  than  that 
whieh  had  been  done  in  1802,  which  had 
been  alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
ibate.  Afiter  touching  on  several  other 
points,  his  lordship  observed,  that  he  would 
j^>eak  more  fully  on  the 'subject  next  Mon- 
day, when  the  resolutions  which  he  had 
submitted  to  the  house  would  be  under. 
consideration. 

lfr..jfjii^tit0»  hadbxatdonncb  of  thet 
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delicacy  Bnd  scrupulosity  which  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  professed  t;o  feel  for  the 
strict  observ^pce  of  the  public  faith* 
Vet  if  on  any  side  there  was  any  disposition 
to  infringe  it,  that  dispositijon  or  tendency 
was  to  be  found  in  the  plan  of  the  n<Me 
lord.  Let  the  different  fu:ts  be  referred  to, 
more  particularly  that  of  17^2,  for  securing 
inviolate  the  puUic  fai th  respecting  the sink« 
Ing  fund,  and  it  would  be  ^een  how  far  the 
present  plan  was  reconcileable  either  with 
the  spirit  or  the  letter  of  these  acts. 

Mr.  Varmitart  pledged  himself  to  prove 
upon  the  same  occasion,  that  there  wa^  no 
inconsistency  between  the  plan  of  his 
noble  frie^pd,  and  the  acts  referred  to  by  thd 
hon.  gent.  r 

Mr.  Canning  declared  bis  most  decided 
obj.ectiop  to  the  whole  principle  of  the 
measure :  at  that  late  hour  he  should  not 
trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  house,  but 
should  reserve  himself  for  a  more  conve- 
nient opportunity  .---The  question  was  then 
loudly  called  for,  and  the  resolutions  read 
a  second  time,  and  agreed  to, 

HOUSE   OP   COMMOirS. 

Friday f  Febryary  sio. 

{Mdiutes.]  This  day  the  foUowii^ 
members  were  chosen  by  ballot  to  try  the 
merits  of  the  Downpatrick  Section:— >R« 
P.  Scudamore,  esq.  B.  Cook,  esq,  W.  M. 
Pitt,  esq.  hon.  W.  Howard,  D.  Giddy* 
esq.  A  Strahan,  esq.  lord  Althorpe,  F«  J. 
Wilder,  esq.  D.  P.  Coke,  esq.  hon.  €• 
Ilerbeity  J.  Wharton,  esq.  hon.  W.  Bro- 
derick,  Tbbs.  Kemp,  esq.  nominees,  H. 
Martin,  esq.  C.  W.  Wynne,  esq.— *Mr. 
Grenviile  (from  the  commissioners  for  ex- 
ecuting the  office  of  lord  high  admiral)  ae* 
quainted  the  house,  that  their  lordshi]>s 
having  judged  it  expedient  that  captain  sir 
Home  Popham  should  be  tried  by  a  court 
martial  for  having  quitted  the  Capp  of  Good 
Hope,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the 
Spanish  settlements  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
without  having  received  any  direction  <»r 
authority  whatever  for  that  purpose,  bad 
accordingly  issued  Iheir  warrant  to  the 
marshal  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty  for 
taking  him  into  custody ;  that,  as  captain 
sir  Home  Popham  is  a  member  of  this 
house,  their  lordships  had  thought  it  a  re* 
spect  due  to  the  house,  to  inform  them  of 
his.  commitment,  and  to  lay  before  them  a 
copy  of  the  warrant,  by  virtue  of  which 
he  is  now  in  custody.  And  Mr.  Grenviile 
delivered  in  at  the  table,  a  copy  of  the 
warrant  to  the  marshal  itf  the  admiralty, 
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to  take  into  his  custody  tbe  said  captain 
sir  Hoipe  Popham  :  and  the  said  copy  w)u 
read.  Ordered,  that  what  Mr.  Grenville 
hsLib  now  comnittnicated  to  tbe  bouse,  and 
also  the  said  copy,  be  entered  in  the  jour- 
'  nal  of  this  bouse*—- The  house  havings  up- 
on the  motion  of  sir  J.  Newport,  resolved 
into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means,  tbe 
"  right  bon.  hart,  proposed  a  resohition  for 
'  fftscontinuing  Certain  dut4es,  and  enacting 
'  others  in  their  room.  He  read  over  a  list 
of  new  duties  which  he  proposed  to  impose, 
namely,  upon  every  man  whose  bouse  and 
land  was  above  U)e  value  of  4/.  per  an- 
num, and  less  than  ?/•  one  shilling  and 
sixpence  a  year;  if  more  than  7/.  and  less 
than  10/.,  two  shillings,  if  not  liable  to  the 
hearth  tax ;  if  more  than  10/.  and  less  than 
40/,.' three-pence  in  the  pound;  and  for 
evjeVy  pojind  above  40/.,  four-pence  in  the 
pound;   if  not  liable  to  tlie  \yindow  tax. 

*  He  also  stated  bis  proposed  scale  of  ta^^a- 
tion*  upon  windows'  and  hearths,  and  cop*^ 
eluded  with  observing,  that  it  was  thfs  in* 
tention  in  all  matters  of  personal  taxation 
tp  qiakp  bachelors  pay  double  as  niucb  as 
mafried  m€n.  Upon 'tbe  paper  manufac- 
tory the  right  bon.  baropet' proposed  to 
impose  a  tax  according  to  the  numWr  of 
ykXA  used  by  tiie  u>anufacturer,  in^teftd  of 
mills,  wbid)  were  heretpffore  the  criteria, 
and  which  had  led  to  a  ^eat  loss  of  reve- 
nue. Therf  >vere  i^everal  duties  hereto- 
fore annual,  which  the  right  hon.  baronet 
announced   his  ipteation   of  proposing  to 

*  be  mad^  permanent.'  In  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion ffiom  colonel  Barry,  tbe  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet stated,  that  an  incieascid  tax  upon 
horses  was  m'eam  to  be  imposed  upon  those 
who  had  four  or  more  horSes,  ♦  unless  for 
purposes  of  agriculture,  but  that  the  in- 
crease was  not  to  go  lowc;r.-|-Tbe  resolution 
was  then  agreed  tb. 

[MuTiWY  Bil;.— Roman  Catiioucs.] 
'Lord  Hotpick  moved  the  reading  of  the 
order  for  the  second  Reading  of  tlie  mu- 
tiny bill  on  Toesday  next,  with  z,  vipw,  as 
the  nobl^  lord  stated,  to  move  the  post, 
ponemeut  6(  this  or^Ier  to  a  jfuture  day. 
The  propriety  of  this  postponement  in  the 
'absence  of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. Wind- 
ham) would,  he  bad  no  doybt,  be  readily 
admitted.  But  there' were  other  pbjects 
wbicK  rendered  further  delay  necessary,  in 
order  to  adbr^  time  for  tbe  preparation  of 
some  additional  classes  wbicb  it  was  in- 
tended ib  bring  forward.  It  would  be  re- 
niembered  by  many  meinb^rs,  that  in  ^e 
year  1793/ a  clause  waai^aerted  m  ttie 


Irish  mutiny  bill,  allowing  ratbolics  to 
bold  a  certain  rank  in  the  army,  and  this 
clause  it  was  now  proposed  to  make  gene- 
ral. It  was  also  proposed  that  all  catholics 
in  the  amiy  should  be  allowed  tbe  free  ex- 
ercise of  their  religion.  This  was,  no 
doubt,  the  practice  already;  but  it  was 
understood  that  it  would  afibrd  mucb  more 
satisfaction  if  it  were  made  tbe  law.  In 
addition  to  these  there  were  other  clauses 
of  less  moment  which  it  was  proposed  to 
submit  to  the  house.  Such  were  tlie  rea- 
sons which  urged  the  noble  lord  to  move 
a  further  postponement  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  Yorke  asked,  whether  it  was  likely 
that  tlie  discussion  would  be  brought  for. 
ward  upon  the  day'  mentioned  by  the  noble 
lord,  or  whether  it  would  be  postponed  any 
further  ? 

Lord  Hoxtick  saw  no  reason  to  apprehend 
that  any  farther  delay  would  be  necessary. 
The  noble  -  lord  moved,  that  the  order  for 
the  second  reading  of  this  bill  should  be 
fixed  for  Tuesday  se'nnight.-^-Ordered  ac- 
cordingly. 

[Westmikster  Electtow  Pitition,] 
Mr.  Sheridan  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
move  that  the  order  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  consider  tbe  petition  upon 
this  subject  should,  be  discharged,  with  a 
view  to  move  for  the  further  postponement. 
Th^  ripht  hon.  gent,  was  so  much  of  opi- 
nion, trom  what  had  passed  when  last  this 
question  was  before  the  house,  that  a  mo- 
tion for  further  postponement  wpuld  be  im-' 
mediately  assented  to  if  required,  that  he 
confessed  he  heard  with  considerable  sur- 
prise of  tb^  intention  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion, pa^tic^larly  on  the  paft  of  the  noble 
lord  (Folkestone),  by  whom  a  similar  pro- 
position was  last  submitted  to  the  bouse. 
Had  he  happened  to  have  stood  in  the  pre- 
dicament of  being  unable  to  bring  forward 
such  a  motion,  he  really  thought  that  the 
noble  lord  would  have  been  ready  to  propose 
it  himself.  At  least  he  felt  that  he  sboul4 
be  warranted,  from  the  noble  lord's  former 
language  and  conduct,  in  relying  upon  his 
readiness  to  second  him  in  this  proposition. 
Of  the  grounds  of  this  reliance,  and  the 
justice  of  his  opinion,  the  house  would  be 
able  to  Judge  from  a  short  review  of  the 
history  of  ihe  case*  When  the  petition 
before  the  house  was  presented,  which 'was 
ahciuttbe  SScf  of  December,  the  ^rist  or 
second  day  after  any  petitions,  couidb^  re- 
ceived, the  noble  lord  announced  the  de- 
sire oif  the  petitioners  that  the  earliest  day 
possible  should  be  appointed  for  the    bai- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


933]  PARL.  DEBATES,  Fabevakt  20*  ISOT.^tP'tihmntUrBkciion  PtHtiom     \^ 


lot,  aiid  that  they  wer«.  ready  at  once  to 
go  before  a  cominittee*  Accordingly  the 
13th  of  Janiuary  was  appointed.  But, 
notwithstanditig  the  declaration  of  the  no- 
ble lord,  and^tbe  publicly  proclaimed  reso- 
lution of  the  petitioners,  he  received,  not 
many  days  afterwards,  a  note  from  the  no- 
ble lord,  staling,  thtit  it  was  through  a 
mistake  be  presented  the  petition  so  soon, 
and  that  the  parties  were  not  ready  to  go 
into  the  investigation  on  the  day  originally 
^  appointed*  The  noble  lord,  therefore,  re- 
quested hit  f  onseut  to  a  further  postpone- 
menty  as  a  mat^r  of  personal  accommoda- 
tion to  himself,  and  a  matter  of  justice  to- 
wards the  petitianers,  who  would  other- 
wise sutler  through  bis  error.  Having 
had  an  acquaintance  with  the  noble  lord, 
he  was  certainly  disposed  to  accommodate 
him,  but  yet  he  felt  himself  bound,  before 
he  complied  with  the  noble  lord's  request, 
to  consult  the  of^uiou  of  his  friends,  and 
they  decidedly  objected  to  the  delay  re- 
quired. However,,  when  he  came  down  to 
the  house  upon  the  day  appointed  k>r  tiie 
motion,  the  noble  lord  applied  to  him 
again  :  and  again  asking  his  consent  to  the 
oiotioa  as  a  personal  favpur,  he  did  grant 
it.  So  far  as  he  had  gone,  he  believed  the 
noble  lord  could  not  say,  that  what  he  had 
stated  was  not  strictly  true.  But  as  to  the 
conversaticti  which  took  place  the  day  ti)e 
ZKible  lord's  motion  of  postponement  was 
agreed  to,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  document 
which  contained  it.  He  Jcnew  that  he 
could  not  distinctl}'  allude  to  the  evidence 
he  had  adduced,  because  according  to  the  or- 
ders of  that  house,  strangers  were  under- 
stood to  be  excluded.  But  somehow  a  memo- 
randum of  what  was  said  on  the  day  alluded 
to,  did  find  its  way  into  print,  and  certainly  it 
was  detailed  witji  considerable  accuracy* 
In  looking  over  this  memorandum,  it  would 
be  seen  that  all  the  arguments  advanced  by 
the  noble  lord  made  against  his  xm^ion, 
and  of  course  it  was  a  very  natgral  infer- 
ence tliat  the  motipn  owed  its  success  to 
something  else*  That  something  was  his 
concurrence ;  and  1^  recollected  very  well, 
as  it  appeared  from.fk^s  memorandum,  that 
he  mentioned,  at  the  time,  his  .apprehen- 
sion that  tl^e  S4th  of  Feb.  wo\»id  go  too 
^ear  the  cirpuit«  which  would,  render  a 
iartfaer  pos^KMiement  necessary,  as  his 
\:ountsel  would  be  out  of  town.-  Such  was 
bisatatemQnt  then,  and  it  was  only  oppn  tl)e 
espresi  condition  that  farther  del^iy  vfo^ld 
be  acceded  to,  if  necessary,  that  h^  gave  his 
%99fin%  tq  the  nobie  lord's  motion.    This  he 


could  aver  from    his   own  memoryi  but 
there  were  not  less  than  $a  or  30.gentle<^ 
men  present,  who  also  heard  the  noble  lord, 
and  who  could  bear  testimony  to  the  qo<( 
ble  lord's  observation.    The  ndble  lord  di4 
state-  upqp  that  occasion,  that  when  h(! 
mentioned  the .  24th  of  Feb^  he  was  not 
aware  that  thecircuit  was  so  near^amd  that  if 
that  day  should  in  consequence  bfi^me  in^ 
convenient,  tliere  coilld  be  no  c^jection  to 
a  farther  postponenoi^.U    tThii  declaration 
the  noble  lord  wjis   understood  to  haye. 
made  by  several  mends  near  hinu     The 
house,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  agr^e  witli 
him  in  thinking,  that  when  the  petitioners 
urged  the  noble  lord  to  ipove  for  th^  for- 
mer postponement  on  the  ground  that  they 
did  not  wish  for  the  trial  gn  an  early  dayi 
that  the  nob\e  lord  was  not  aware  of  the 
resolution  relative  to  a  speedy  trial,  which 
these  petitioners  had  just  before  published,, 
and  in  all  probability  the  noble  lord  was 
equally  unaware  of  this  circumstance^  thai 
the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  did  not  gQ 
any  circuit,  while  those  retained. on  his  part 
did.     But  of  this  the  petitiqners  were  fully 
apprised,  and  they  would  fain  urge  him  to 
trial  witlK>ut  the  advantage  of  his  counsel* 
It  might  be  askedj  why  he  did  not  make. 
this  proposition  of  postponement  some*. 
what  sooner  ?  He  would  candidly  auswer^ 
because,  as  he  stated  before  when  this  ^ub*, 
ject  was  under  con&.ideratian,  l^e  really  did 
not  think  1  he  petition  would  be  persisted 
in,  but  from  what  he  had  heard  of.  thei^ 
proceedings  within  th^  last  few  weeks,  he 
was  led  to  believe  that  his  opponents  were 
much  more  sanguine,  even  than  he  8us<* 
pected,  and  that  they  were  resolved  to  per« 
severe*     Upon  the  whole,   however,   the 
right  hon.  gent,  could  not  persuade  him- 
self  to  suppose  that  that  house  would  call 
on  any  gentleman  to  enter  .upon  such  an 
important  investigatiop,  stripped  of  the  aid 
of  his  counsel ;  and  he  could  up  t  help  olsery«k. 
ing  that  the  attempt  tp  take  advantage  of  liim, 
in  this  instance,  was  nota  very  liberal  return 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  gave  way  to  the 
noble  lord's  motion  Mpnn  a  forn^er  occasion* 
Lord  Folkestone  wish<?d  that  he  could  re- 
turp  tlie  compliment  which  the  right  hpn* 
gent,  had  thought  proper  to  bestow  lipou. 
his  aqcuraqy )  but  be  ditfered  fro^i  him  en-, 
tirely  as  to  his  report  of  the  coi|versatioQ 
which. took  place  on  a  former  day;    $o  far. 
from  the  right  boo*  gent,  having  .expressed* 
a  wish  fpr  further  postponement,  be  had 
treaty  tlie  pi^opp:iit|on ,  at  the  time  as  an 
omen  o(  thf  petitioner'ii  to^l   abaudoU' 
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inmit  of  the  eas^.  WtthoM  referring  t6  anj 
of  tbe  newspaper  raports  brought  f6r«r«rd 
by  the  right  hon.  gent,  be  had  no  hesitation 
in  fKMitlvely  asserting  that  be  never  made 
is y  such  pledge  or  promise  of  agreeing  to 
farther  postponement,  as  that  stated  by 
the  right  hon.  gent.  But  he  would  go 
farther.  JEle  denied  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  so  understood  htm  at  the  time  of  die 
dtacussiooy  or  so  understood  him' since. 
But  the  nght  b6Q.  gent,  was  not  more  m- 
accurate  in  bii  text  tfaaain  his  preface,  par 
ftcularly  relative  to  the  private  note.  For 
he  denied  having  ever  asked  the  right  hon. 
gent. 's  consent  to  his  motion.  He  meiely 
seiit  him  a  ltne»  as  he  thought  biniseW 
bound  in  courtesy  to  do,  apprising  the 
right  hon.,  gent,  of  his  intended  motion. 
But  be  would  deem  it  very  improper  in^ 
deed  to  apply  for  the  leave  or  concurrence 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.  As  to  tlie  observa- 
tions made  by  him  upon  the  subject  of  the 
circuity  he  did  not  recollect^  nay,  he  was  cer- 
tain, ttiat  he  did  not  utter^  one  word  that 
could  warrant  the  conclusion  drawn  by  the 
l^ght  bon.  gent.  He  merely  said  that  the 
propriety  of  farther  postponing  the  biiilot 
in  conset|uence  of  the  approach  of  tht  cir^ 
cuit  might  become  matter  for  subse<tuent 
consideration.  But  he  made  no  pledge, 
nor  did  he  think  the  right  hon.  gent,  either 
t^en  or  since  believed  him  to  have  made 
any  pledge  upon  this  stibject.  The  noble 
lord,  after  re-stating  the  manner  in  which 
he  was  led  into  the  mistake  of  presenting 
this  petition  sooner  than  the  petitioners 
wished,  and  commenting  upon  what  he 
called  the  *  right  bon.  gent.'s  perversion  of 
tbe  fact,'  declared  that  he  did  not  know 
until  the  preceding  day,  who  wcfe  the 
counsel  employed  on  either  side,  and  con- 
cluded with  expressing  a  hope  that  the 
house  would  not  countenance  a  motion 
supported  upon  such  light  grounds,  and 
brought  forward  only  four  days  before  tbe 
day 'fixed  for.  the  ballot. : 

Lord  Hoioick  thought  the  bouse  should 
be  always  jealous  of  motions  of  this  na- 
ture, and  decide  upon  them  with  the  ut- 
most impartiality.  With  regard  to  what 
had  passed  on  this  subject  on  a  former  oc-^ 
casion,  he  could  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the 
impression 'upbn  his:niind,  .from  what  the 
noble  lord  had  said,  was  precisely  the  satriit 
as  that  stated  by  his  right  bon.  friend.  He 
would  enter  into  no  conC^  With  the  noble 
lord  as  to  accuracy  of  memory,  or  as  to  th6 
precise  words  housed i  but  most  certainly 
he  uaderatoodrtbo  ea^rese  condition  of  his 


right  hon;  friend's  assent  t6  Aie  motion  was 
this,  that  if  th<)  circahsfaoold  interfere  with 
the  day  then  naiaed,  the  noble  lord  would 
concur  in  a  farther  postponement.  It  was 
.  under  these  circumstances,  for  the  house 
to  consider,  whether  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  made  out  such  a  case  as  entitled  him  to 
the  iudiilgence  for  which  be  applied. 

Lord  Folkestone^  in  explanation,*  again 
denied  that  he  made  any  pledge.- 

The  MtorneyMerteral  declared,  tiiat 
having  heard  tbe  noble  lord,  the  last  time 
this  subject  was  under  consideration,  the 
impression  upon  his  mind,  from  what  the 
noble  lord  said,  was  precisely  the  same  as 
that  which  his  noble  friend  who  spoke  last 
entertained.  Without  at  all  implicating 
the  nuble  lord,  ^liiom  he  conceived  as  much 
above  joining  in  such  a  thing  as  any  man 
in  that  bouse,  be  could  not  help  observing 
that  the  circumstance  of  naming  the  24Fth 
of  Feb.,  a  day  which  it  was  kn6wn  would 
be  so  near  tbe  circuit,  had  very  nnich  the' 
appearance  of  a  statagem  on  tl  e  part  of  the 
petitioners.  For  they  were  nOt  unaurare 
that  the  two  able  counsel,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Lens  and  Mr.  Scarlet,  who  were  retained 
for  his  right  hon.  friend,  Would  be  on  the 
circuit,  while  their  eminent  advocate,  Mr. 
PJumer,  would  be  \tk  town. 

Mr.  Percnal coM  not  speak  with  confix 
dence  as  to  the  words  used  in  :lite  conver. 
sation  which  took  place  when  this  subject 
was  last  before  tbe  house, -for  bis  atten* 
tion  to  it  was  not  so  diligent  as  to  justify 
any  reliance  on  bis  memory.  But^  from 
the  general  impression  on  bis  mind,  be 
could  not  say  that- he  understood  the  noble 
lord  had  made  any  such  pledge -as  that  re* 
ferred  to.  Nor  did  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  appear  to  him  to  have  at 
all  pressed  any  point  as  to  counsel  $  for  he 
spoke  rather  in  an  air  of  triumph,  as  if  he 
relied  on  the  total  abandonment  of  tlie  pe« 
ti tion,  and  that  the  house  would  b^r  no 
more  of  it.  The  absence  of  counsel  on  the 
circuit  he  thought  very  insOflliclenl  ground 
to  allege  for  tbe  postponement  of  a  qnes<* 
tiont>fthid  nature;  for  upon  thait ground 
all  tbcT  pet^tiona  bdbre  tha'^house  mi^t  be 
postponed. 

Mr.Pe*^  Mo&i^  rcgretteli  that  the  li*" 
berality  of  his  right  Bon.  friend  j(honld 
have  prompted  him  in  a  fc^rm^r  inistanois  to ' 
consent  to  the  postponement  of  this  mea- 
slire.  •  But 'he  recollected  well  thd  cotadia ' 
tion  tipdn  vi^iich  ^  that  consent  waa-given,  * 
althoughthis  condition  seeded  now  so  en- ' 
tiidy  foi^ottea  by  Ubit  tiobte  iMdt    WMi 
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regard  to  the  petition.  If  the  petiiiohero 
wuuld  forego  the  aid  of  their  couasel,  he 
^as  .sure  his  right  ho,n.  friend  cuuM,  un- 
aided by  any  counsel,  have  no  hesitation 
to  go  to  trial  at  once  with  tl)em,  notwith- 
standing all  the  confidence  of  tb^ir  boast- 
ing, all  the  activity  of  their  enquiriei^,  and 
all  the  acrimony  of  their  contrivances. 

Lord  Folkestone  contended  that  the 
learned  genti  (the  attorney-general)  was 
not  warranted  from  any  part  of  the  conduct 
of  the  petitioners,  in  imputing  to  them  any 
description  of  fraud  or  stratagem. — After 
some  farther  conversation,  the  hotise  divi* 
ded;  for  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  167; 
against  it  12;  majority  155*  The  order 
for  a  ballot  was  then  fixed  for  Tuesday 
the  14th  of  April. 

[Irish  Miscellaneous  Services.] 
The  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of^pply,  to  which  the  various  accounts 
respecting  the  Irish  Miscellaneous  Services 
had  been  previously  referred.  Sir  John 
Newport  moved,  and  it  was  resolved  by 
the  committee,  that  the  several  sums  in  the 
respective  estimates,  be  granted  for  bis  ma** 
jesty's  further  services  to  which  they  re- 
ferred, for  the  year  ending  the  1st  of  Ja- 
iwary,  1808. 

Mr.  U.  A.  Herbert  observed  uJ>on  the 
resolution  voting  a  certain  sum  to  the  as- 
sociation for  discountenancing  vice  and 
promoting  the  knowledge  of  religion  and 
virtue,  that  however  he  might  respect  the 
individuals  composing  that  body,  he  could 
not  entirely  approve  of  any  self- created 
corporation,  not  relying  upon  their  own 
vokititary  contributions* 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  thait  the  grant  now 
called  for,  was  for  the  purpose  of  enabling- 
the  association  to  purchase  a  quantity  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  in  order  to  retail 
theni  at  a  very  low  rate  to  the  towm*  orders 
of  the  community. 

Mr.  Carry  wished  ii  to  be  geueralij  un- 
derstbod,  that  the  sums  now  called  fbr, 
for  the  miscellaneous  service^  of  Ireland, 
were  in  principle  guaranteed  by  the  union 
compact;  lis  to  the  association  interested 
in  the  resolt^tiou  now  before  the  committee, 
that  association  was  inbofpofated  befens 
the  onion,  and  sauctiotied  uniformly  by 
the'  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  mos^ 
deservedly  so,  for  the  coontry  bad  de^ 
rived  the  most  inestiipabie  advuotagea 
from*  itai  unwearied  »eal  ta  the  cause  of 
teltgioo  and  morality.: 

Mr.  WUberforct  thought  the  diifueion  o 
Bibles  aud  TeslameaOi  the  )mA  jM^s^bU 


way  of  promoting  tbe  moral  iflfid  intellec- 
tual improvement  of  the  lower  orders  ia 
any  country,  but  above  all  in  Ireland. 

On  the  Resolution  that  a  sum  of  5000/. 
'be  granted^for  the  Roman  Catholic  college, 
at  Maynooth,  in  addition  Co  tb^  t\ita  of 
8,000/.  annually,  which  adtditional  gnttt 
was  for  the  erection  of  other  buildings,  fdt 
the  further  accommodation  of  the  stndeiiMs 
in  that  seminary,  a  short  conversatifOtt 
took  place. 

Mr.  Percffcal  had  no  objection,  as  tlM« 
establishment  had  been  founded  previous 
to  the  uxlion,  to  granting  the  s«>in  of  8,000/. 
as  usual ;  but  as  he  looked  upon  the  pn»* 
sent  proposed  addition  as  the  commenoei* 
ment  6f  an  increireidg  expenditure,  whidi 
would  tehd  to  make  that  institution  riv^f 
the  university  of  Dublin,  and  tend  to  tfaees^ 
tablishnient  of  ihecathblicf  religion,  &e  Ktt 
it  his  duty  to  express  his  dissent  to  it  in 
the  fiHi'  instance,  thoogb  B^  did  not  tlM^' 
mean  to  press  his  opposition  to'  adi^isiM* 
If  he  was  jigbtly  informed,  the  yond^  of  liMft' 
Romati  catholic  gentry  were  educate  ia 
the  university  of  Dublin,  before  the  esta* 
blishment  of  this  institution ;  which  prac* 
tice  had  wholly  ceased  since.  If  this  ad* 
ditiod  were  in  this  instance  t6  be  graAtedy 
it  would  be  the  foundatiofi  for  a  fuf Hier 
application  next  year,  and  he  was  against 
the  policy  of  giving  any  encouragement  to 
the  growth  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed,  that  the 
question  wa^,  not  whether  the  catholic 
clergy  should  be  educated  in  foteign  coun- 
tries, or  at  home ;  for,  in  the  ptesent  state 
of  Earope,  they  could  net  go  for  education 
to  foreign  countries.  The  question  there- 
fore was,  «r  bet  her  they  should  be  educated 
«t  all.  Every  gentleman  would  admit, 
that  the  catholics  could  not,  by  being  eda- 
cated  abroad,  be  rendered  better  subjeete^ 
and  that  a  domestic  education  for  them 
wad  most  desirable.  Since  the  establisl^* 
ment  of  the  institution  by  the  disuee  of  fo*i 
reign  edudation,  the  demand  for  a  supply 
of  catholic  clergymen  had  increased,  in 
ot^r  to  replace  the  infirm  or  the  dead, 
and  had  increased  to  such  a  degree  that 
the  college  did  not  afford  sufficient.  It 
bad  on  that  account  been  recommended  by 
the  government  of  Ireland  to  increase  the 
grant,  for  the  purpGse  of  providing  grester 
^accommodations.  Tti€f  petition  was  solely 
i'ox  the  education  of  the  catboiic  clergy ; 
fo^t  a  lay  ))em1nary  had  been  established 
near  the  college,  which  bad  the  benefit  of 
the  profeasorsUl:  the  college.  The  catholics 
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Ind  not  been  allowed  to  enter  the  omver. 
ttty  of  Dublin  till  the  relaxation  in  1/93, 
and  this  inatitution  bad  immediately  been 
founded. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Herbtri  said,  that  there  was 
not  an  item  in  the  whole  accounts,  to 
which  he  should  give  so  hearty  and  cordial 
an  assent,  as  that  which  was  now  before 
the  committee;  he  insisted,  that  if  we 
were  in  earnest  with  tlie  people  of  Ireland, 
if  Maynooth  college  was  not  a.  mockery, 
we  should  not  hesitate  to  give  the  grants 
necessary  for  its  maintenance. 

Mr.  PerccLol  said,  that  many  of  the 
catholic  gentry,  were  educated  in  the  pro* 
testant  university  of  Ireland,  before  the 
erection  of  Maynooth  college;  but  that 
since  that  impolitic  measure,  the  number  of 
catholic  pupils  in  Dublin  college  had  con- 
siderably diminished. 

Sir  J.  ttctopori  thought,  that  the  right 
hon.  genjL  must  have  been  misinformed  on 
that  head,  as  before  the  year  1793  no  Ko<- 
laan  catholic  students  were  admissible. 

Mr.  Perc€val  further  contended  against 
the  policy  x>f  any  institution  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  Catholicism  iu  Ireland,  to  the 
manifest  injury  of  Protestantism. 

Sir  /.  NcxcporC  denied  that  there  was  a 
lay  institution  of  the  nature  asseited  by  the 
hon.  member;  the  college  founded  and 
supported  by  government,  was  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  priesthood,  aud  the  priest- 
hood only ;  instruction  to  the  laity  how- 
ever, he  admitted,  might  have  been  "a  se- 
condary object. 

Mr.  Graitan  said,  that  the  question  lay 
^iiliin  a  narrow  couiptiss;  wiieiher  the 
Roman  catholic  was  to  go  abroad ;  form 
foreign  connections;  involve  himself  in 
foreign  relations,  and  bring  home  foreign 
aflfeciions to  his  country;  or  whether  he  was 
to  remain  in  his  native  land,  ami  tliere  ac- 
quire the  instruction  he  was  tliere  to  dis*- 
sea)inate  ?  If  this  could  be  as  well  effected 
in  the  college  of  Dublin,  he  should  rejoice 
at  it;  for  he  would. ever  wish  to  see.  the 
catholic  and  protestant  walking  hand  in 
hand  together ;  he  would  wish  to  have  them 
acting  in  such. co-operation  as  to  have  in 
common  the  one  grand  impulse,  and  the 
one  grand  end ;,  but  the  expence  of  in- 
struction was  complained  oL  What  was  the 
expence?  13,000/. ;  and  what  was  got  by 
that  13,000/.?  the  instruction  of  3  millions 
and  a  half  of  people;  this  would  be  wore 
than  economy;  it  would  be  wprse  than 
par:iimopy;  keep  the  Roman  catholic  at 
borne ;  home  education  will  promote^le- 


^aoce;  foreigpi  education  can  engender 
no  great  loyally;  kept  at  home  and  taught 
to  love  his  countr)'»  he  must  revere  its  go- 
vernment* 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  the  institution 
highly  impolitic,'  and  maintained  that 
Catholicism  in  Ireland  should  be  discou- 
raged rather  than  upheld. 

Captain  Htrbtrt  warmly  supported  the 
institution,  and  diustrated  its  policy,  by  an 
allusion  to  a  certain  occurrence  in  the 
French  revolution,  at  the  expulsion  of  the 
priests,  and  the  consequent  degradation  of 
tlie  pi  otestsnt  clergy. 

Lord  Stanley  approved  of  the  principle 
of  the  institution.— -The  resolutions  were 
then  agreed  to,. and  on  the  house  resuming, 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  ou 
Monday* 

[Slavb  T&adb  .Abolition  Bill.] 
Lord  Howick  moved  the  order,  of  the 
day  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Slave 
Trade  Abolition  Bill. 

General  Gofcoyae  suggested  the  propri- 
ety of  deferring  the  hearing  of  counsel  till 
iMonday,  on  the  ground  that  on  the  first 
reading  of  thesbill,  it  was  understood  that 
the  whole  of  this  day  was  to  be  occupied 
with  this  most  important  question,,  and 
that  at'  that  houi*  of  the  evening  it  was 
not  likely  there  would  be  such  an  atten- 
dance to  hear  the  arguments  of  couiisel 
with  patience  and  decorum,  as  the  magnw 
tude  of  the  measure  required. 

Lord  IJowkk  was  as  much  disposed  as 
any  man  to  consider  t'.is  as  a  question  of 
great  importance:  perhaps  it  was  the 
.most  important  that  had  ever  been  sub- 
mitted to  a  Icfgislative  body;  but  when  the 
house  was  told  that  this  was  an  inconve- 
nient hour  to  hear  counsel,  and  to  hear 
counsel  alonet  for  it  was  understood  that 
UQ  debate  was  to  follow,  he  did  not  see 
how  such  an  assertion  could  be  supported  < 
He  certainly  regretted  that  such  a  delay 
had  occurred,  which  was  to  HDe  attribu- 
ted to  the  unexpected  time  that  had  been 
occupied  by  the  public  business  that  had 
btjCQ  brought  forward  on  that  evening. 
It  was  not  a  very  late  hour,  and  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  there  was  a  fuller  atten- 
dance at  that  time  than  cojild  be  expected 
at  the  hour,  proposed  by  the  hon<  gent,  op- 
posite.—Oen*  Oascoyne  declaring  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  persevere  in  his  recom- 
.mendation  of  postponement,  counsel  were 
then  called  in,  in  the  following  ^tder » 
Mr.  Dallas^  for  the  merchants  and  plan^ 
tern  of  Jaouaeai  Mr.  Alexander^  for  lUe 
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merchants  of  London  trading  to  Africa ; 
Mr.  Scarlett,  for  the  merchants  and  plan- 
ters of  Trinidad ;  Mr,  Clarke,  for  the 
mayor,  corporation*  and  merchants  of  Li* 
verpool.  After  Mr.  Dallas'  had  pleaded 
at  considerable  length,  he  prayed,  that 
evidence  mi^ht  be  called  in  to  prove  the 
truth  of  his  assertions.  He  was  then  or 
dered  to  withdraw,  and  gen.  G^coyne 
moved,  that  evidence  should  be  called  to 
the  bar.    Mr.  Fuller  seconded  the  motion 

Lord  Hojcick  was  persuaded,  that  the 
hon.  gent,  could  not  believe  that  the  mo 
tion  would  be  Acceded  to.  Not  any  thing 
.that  the  counsel  had  stated  was  new  to  the 
house,  except  one  point,  the  relative  situ- 
ation of  St.  Domingo  and  Jamaica,  and 
this  was  a  mere  matter  of  opinion.  If 
after  so  many  years  of  enquiry,  the  house 
still  went  on  to  investigate  this  subject, 
they  would  never  come  to  a  decision. 

Sir.  Fuller  deemed  it  extremely  unfair 
to  prevent  evidence  from  being  heard  in 
support  of  the  opitiions  of  the  learned 
counsel.  As  to  what  the  noble  lord  said 
about  opinion,  what  was  the  state  of  this 
country  f  was  it  rot  governed  by  opi- 
nion  ?  Was  not  the  admiralty  influenced 
by  the  opinion  of  a  noble  earl,  a  near  con- 
nection of  the  noble  lord's  (earl  St.  Vin- 
cent)«  who  had  the  other  evening  made  a 
speech  on  this  subject  in  the  house  of 
lords?  He  was  desirous  of  hearing  the 
evidence  of  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  subject ;  and,  when  such  an  im- 
mense property  was  at  stake,  if  there  wais 
any  fairness,  propriety,  or  decorum  iu 
the  house^  they  would  agree  to  the  motion. 

General  Gascoyne  expressed  himself 
surprised  at  the  opposition  of  the  noble 
lord.  If  any  evidence  could  illustrate 
this  momentous  subject,  it  was  the  evi- 
dence of  the  two  respectable  persons  whom 
the  learned  counsel  wished  to  call  to  the 
bar.  Did  the  noble  lord  mean  to  say, 
chat  all  that  had  been  urged  by  the  learned 
counsel  was  matter  of  opinion,  and  ■  that 
nothing  new  had  been  staled  by  him  ?  The 
mere  liearing  of  counsel,  without  allow- 
ing evidence  to  be  called  to  support  their 
statements,  was  a  mockery. 

Mr.  Hibbert  recommended  that  evidence 
should  be  called  in. 

Sir  C.  Pole  urged  the  production  6f  evi- 
dence, and  declared  that  be  could  prove 
that  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  ahive 
trade  would  be  the  most  barbarous  pro- 
ceeding, even  to  the  negro  himself. 

Mr.  IVi^jfortt  bad  dot  heard  in  the 


whole  of  the  pleadings  of  the  learr 
counsel  a  single  new  point,  except  tl 
which  had  been  justly  termed  by  the  no' 
lord  matter  of  opinion.  Evidence  v 
therefore  unnecessary.  It  was  still  I 
so  in  the  present  case, '  because  one  of  X 
witnesses  alluded  to  was  a  member  of  tl 
house  whc^ould  be  heard  in  bis  place  wi 
that  deference  to  which  he  was  so  jusl 
entitled.  Nor  did  he  think  the  govern 
of  a  West^India  island  .tlie  mbst  prop 
person  to  examine  as  to  the  state  of  a  neg 
slave.  If  any  one  wished  to  inquire  in 
the  condition  of  a  peafsaut  in  this  counti 
would  he  ask  persons  of  rank  and  cons 
quencef  Would  he  not  father  apply 
those  who  were  of  an  hunibief  class,  w1 
were  more  intimately  acquainted  with  t^ 
subject  ?  With  regard  to  any  further  ei 
dence,  he  was  convinced  that  the  hou 
would  see  no  reason  for  it,  when  they  co 
sidered  that  for  the  last  three  years,  boi 
down  stairs  and  in  comniiitees,  every  sp 
cies  of  evidence  that  could  possibly  eluc 
date  the  question,  had  been  gone  into.- 
The  question  was  put,  *'  That  the  couns 
be  again  called  in,  and  directed  to  proce< 
with  his  evidence,''  and  negatived  witho 
a  division.  Mr.  Alexander  then  proceeds 
with  bis  pleadings,  and  afterwards  M 
Clarke.  At  the  close  of  the  speeches 
each  of  the  learned  counsel^  he  requests 
that  evidence  might  be  called  in  ;  and  g 
neral  Gascoyne  made  successive  motioi 
to  that  effect,  which  were  negatived  witi 
out  a  division.  Mr.  Scarlett  was  then  hea: 
for  the  island  of  Trinidad ;  he  also  co 
eluded  by  requesting  that  evidence  sbou 
be  adduced  ;  and  after  having  retired,  w; 
again  called  in,  on  the  motion  of  loi 
Howick,  to  state  the  pgints  on  which  1 
wished  that  evidence  should  be  examine 
They  were  in  substance,  the  loss  th 
would  be  sustained  by  Certain  persons  wl 
had  been  induced  by  the  British  gover 
ment  to  become  settlers.  A  (let  the  learm 
gent,  had  again  withdrawn,    ' 

Mr.  WUberforce  remarked,  that  this  vb\ 
not  the  proper  time  for  hearing  such  ev 
dence.  4f  the  question  of  compensatic 
sliould,  at  a  subsequeilt  period,  be  brougl 
before  the  house,  that  would  be  the  oppo 
tunity  for  receiving  it. 

Mr.  Hvaarth  warmly  urged  the  pr 
priety  of  bearing  evidence.  He  trust< 
justice  would  be  done  to  the  wtiite,  as  w< 
as  the  black,  and. moved  that  the  coui 
sel  be  called  in,  and  directed  to  procec 
with  hit  evidence. 
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Lord  Hcviek  opposed  the  motion*  The 
learned  counsel  had  stated  two  points  which 
tie  wished  to  establish  by  evidence.  The 
first  was,  that  no  more  ground  could  b^ 
cleared  in  the  island  of  Trinidad  without 
fresh  importation  of  staves ;  the  second' 
that  great  loss  would  be  sustained  by  the 
settlers  by  the  abolition  of  the  trade.  The 
fini  was  a  self-evident  proiAsition,  and, 
"wonld  lead  merely  to  a  questjoii  of  policy  : 
the  second  would  be  a  question  of  future 
consideration.  Those  who  demanded  com- 
pensatioOy  might  hereafter  submit  tlieir 
c^^  to  the  house,  who  were  never  backward 
in  listening  to  the  claims  of  justice* 

General  GM^coynt  could  not  forbear  ex;- 
^ressing  bis  satisfaction  that'the  principle 
of  indemnity  seemed  to  be  ficknowledged 
by  the  noble  lord. 

Lord  Hoxoick  in  explanation  said,  that 
he  had  only  stated  a  general  principle. 

Sir  F.  FranciSf  was  not  willing  to  allow^ 
the  possibility  of  a  casein  which  the  public 
(ought  to  compensate  an  individual  for  any 
losses  which  might  arise  from  the  abqli^ion 
of  such  iniquitous  practices. 

Mr.  Hoscoe  declared,  that,  after  having 
performed  the  great  duty  oi  abolishing  tbe 
'Slave  Trade,  which  had  so  disgraced  the 
land,  he  thought  the  house  bound  to  con- 
sider the  situation  of  those  who  should  suf- 
fer from  the  annihilation  of  a  sy&Uva  so 
long  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  RJ  Thqrn{on  thought  ll^a^t  there 
would  be  few  cases  entitled  to  compensa- 
tfon.  Those  engaged  in  commercial  con- 
cerns were  necessarily  exposed  to  risks, 
and  sufiicient  warnihg  had  long  been  given 
to  those  engaged  in  this  abominable  traffic. 

Mi:.  S.  Btanhope  conceis^A  that  it  would 
he'  convenient  if  the  principle  on  which 
compensation  Would  be  allowed  was  stated 
.before  the  passing  of  the  present  bill. — ^The 
motion  was  then  negatived  without  a  ^di-; 
vision.  After  which,  lord  Howick  moved 
that  the  bill  be  committed,  and  the  debate 
motion  on  that  was  adjourned  till  Mon- 
day. 

'    ■■      !  j" 

HOUSE   OF  COlU[.M.0J^.  ,. 

filondjoy^  February  ^3.' 
[Minutes.]  Mr.  Fu'Uer,  ^hairqpan  of 
the  Maidstone  comnuttee»  appeared  ^:  tjbei 
bar,  and  reported  to  the  Hovi^e  4»iaf  G^eorgej 
Simsoh,  and  Georgp  I^ofl^ijp^,  ^!*Vrs. 
were  duly'  elected  to  serve  iu  th^s  pre^t 
parliament,  and  that  the  petiti^^  ^W^^^ 
them  was  nqt  frivoloup  nor  vexatious. — Si^r 
£.  Knatchbull  gave  notice,  tWtlie  ^ould 


on  Thursday,  ooake  a  motion  of  complaint 
against  a|>erson  who  had  this  day  appeared 
before  the  committee  on  tbe  Sandwich 
Road  bill.— Mr.  D.  P.  Coke  reported  from 
the  Downpatrick  committee,  that  they  had 
met,  and  pursuant  to  the  act,  issued  a  com- 
mission to  lake  evidence  in  Ireland,  on 
which  they  adjourned  as  the  act  directs; 
and  they  had  directed  him  to  apply  to  the 
house  for  leave  to  adjourn,  -until  the  com- 
missioners should  make  a  report. — Mr. 
Eyre  reported  from  the  Chippenham  com- 
mittee^ Uiat  Charles  Brook,  esq.  was  not 
duly  elected;  that  James  Dawkins,  esq. 
was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned,  and  that  the  opposition  to  the 
petition  was  not  frivolous  nor  vexatious. 
It  was  then  ordered  that  the\deputy 
clerk  of  the  crown  should  attend  to- 
morrow, to  amend  tbe  said  retorn,  by  era- 
sing ihe  name  of  the  former,  and  inserting 
that  of  the  latter. 

[Poor-Laws  Bill.]  Mr.  Wkiihrend 
presented  to  the  hoi  «3,  accordii^g  to  order, 
a  bill  for  the  promoting  and  encourage- 
ment of  Industry  amongst  the  Labouring 
classes  of  the  commanily,  and  ifor  the  more 
efiectual  relief  and  regulation  of  the  crimi- 
nal and  necessitous  Popr.  In  answer  to  a 
question  from  Mr.  E.  Morris,  relative  to 
tbe  3d  reading  of  tlie  bill,  Mr.  W.  stated, 
that  he  propo^d  to  move  the  2d  reading 
of  the  bill  tbe  next  day,  and  hoped  the 
house  would  have  no  objection  to  its  going 
through  a  committee  pro  furmd^  with  a 
view  to  have  the  blanks  filled  up  in  order 
that  it  might  gp  to  tbe  country  in  a"  intel- 
ligible shape.  No  gentleman,  of  counsel, 
would  be  pledged  i^  any  respect  to  the 
measure  by  acquiescing  in  this  course,  and 
as  it  was  to  be  re^cooimitted  after  the  ho- 
lidays, it  would  be  competent  to  any  hon. 
gent,  to  oppose  the  principle  if  he  couU) 
not  approve  of  it,  or  move  an  instruction 
to  tl^e  cpmmittee  for  dividing  the  bill,  o;i 
the  motion  for  the  speaker's  leaving  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Morris  stated^  that  it  had  been  his 
intention  to  oppose  the  whole  bill ;  but  if 
\t  wpre.  to  be  divided,  he  should  not  object 
tolthat  part  wiych  pro.vjijd^d  for  the  edur 
catioi;!  of  the  popr.  M  the  other  parts  of 
the  bill  would  go  to  an  alteration  of  tbe 
wj^>^  f^ffl^  jof  p(K)rtlaw6i  of  the  law  of 
^tjlf  n^^^ty^n^  of  tt^  co^nt^rate,  he  could 
n/)t^iy^  t^^  ,il^i^  lissent.  )je  conceived 
J^;at  ti)p.2d  read'^ngl^e.ipuext  day  would  be 
the' most  .c;oi^vQPJi|^  ^t^ige  for  him^^o  stat^ 
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lie  w«a  not  aware  that  it  would  be  neGoseary 
for  him  to  occupy  jthe  time  of  the  house 
At  any  great  length,  and  he  thought  it  de- 
sirable that  the  objections  should  go  with 
the  measure  to  the  consideration  of  Ihei 
public. 

.  Mr.  Whithread  thought  it  would  be  bet- 
ter that  his  hon.  friend  should  wave  his  op< 
position  for  the  present,  and  reserve  what 
he  had  to  urge  against  the  bill  till  some  fur- 
ther stage  of  its  progress.  A  partial  dis- 
cussion could  not  lead  to  any  good  pur- 
pose, and  particularly  on  a  proceeding  thai 
was  merely  pro  fomtd.  ilis  hon.  friend, 
no  more  than  any  other  gentleman,  would 
be  pledged  to  the  measure,  by  allowing  it 
to  pass  unopposed  through  this  formal  stage. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  his  hon.  friend 
would  not  persist  in  his  intention  of  stating 
his  objections  at  present,  but  reserve  them 
fo  r  some  future  stage. 

Mr.Morris  was  proceeding  to  state  bis 
reasons  for  wishing  to  submit  his  objec- 
tions to  the  measure  the  next  day,  wjien 

The  Spanker  thought  it  right-to  apprise 
the  hon.  member,  that,  though  it  was  un- 
doubtedly his  right  to  press  his.  objections 
in  this  instance,  it  was  neither  usual  nor 
customary,  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
house,  for  any  hon.  gent  to  resist  the  framers 
of  any  measure,  which  was  to  introduce  a 
new  system,  in  bringing  it  forward  in  what- 
ever  manner  they  might  deem  most  con- 
venient • 

Mr.  MorrU  thanked  the  Speaker  .for  his 
intimation,  and  agreed  to  wave  his  right. — 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time  to-morrow. 

[SlavbTeade  Abolition  Bill.]  Mr. 
Manning  observed,  that  in  the  event  of  the 
bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  pas- 
sing into  a  law,  be  should  feel  it  his  duty 
to  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  granting 
compensation  to  certain  classes  of  persons, 
whose  interest  would  be  affected  by  it  He 
wished  to  ask  his  majesty's  niinisters^bere- 
fore,  whether  they  were  authorised  to  ac 
cede  to  such  a  proceeding?  The  compensa- 
tion he  had  in  view,  was  much  more  limit- 
ed  than  might  be  supposed,  and  he  thought 
this  the  proper  stage  for  him  to  lay  in  his 
claim  on  behalf  of  a  few  classes  of  persons, 
whom  he  thoaght  justly  entitled  to  the 
consideration  of  the  legislature^  The  first 
class  were,  those  who  had  purchased  land 
under  commissions  granted  by  his  majesty 
for  the  sale  of  them.  The  next  class,  were 
those  who  had  purchasediands  on  the  faith  of 

VOL.VIII,        ^ 


|>arliament,  previous  to  the  Urst  agitation 
of  this  question*  Another  class,  consisted 
of  those  who  had  suffered  in  their  proper^ 
ties  by  insurrections  of  the  negroes,  or  by 
wars  or  invasions  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
He  did  not  propose  that  any  compensation 
should  be  granted,  except  in  cases  where 
the  claims  should  be  approved  of  by  com- 
missioners appointed  for  the  purpose. 
There  were  other  classes  of  persons  whose 
cases,  though  deserving  attention,  he  did 
not  then  think  it  i\ecessary  to  allude  to, 
and  he  mentioned  those  he  had  enume^ 
rated,  just  to  shew  that  his  views  of  com- 
pensation were  more  limited  than  was  ge- 
nerally supposed. 

LorH  Howick  replied,  that  he  was  cer- 
tainly not  authorised,  in  this  stage  of  thQ. 
business,  to  give  any  copsent  to  such  8 
proceeding :  at  the  same  time  he  admitted 
the  candid  manner  in  which  the  hon.  gent, 
had  stated  his  views  of  the  limited  amount 
of  compensations.  He  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  repeating  what  he  had  said  on  a  for- 
mer night,  that  it  was  Contrary  to  the  prac- 
tice of  parliament,  to  declare  beforehand 
what  might  be  the  amount  of  cohipensation 
to  be  granted  for  possible  losses  by  pro« 
posed  political  regulations.  This  was  all 
he  could  say  then  on  the  subject,  as  he  was 
not  authorised  to  consent  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  hon.  gent. 

The  order  for  resuming  the  debate  on 
the  question  for  going  into  a  committee  on 
the  Slave  Trade  Abolition  bill,  being  read. 

Lord  Howick  said,  he  never  came  to  the 
discussion  of  any  subject  with  more  em- 
barrassment, than  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  question  bad  been  so  often  agitated, 
that  every  hon.  member  could  not  butbe 
acquainted  with  all  its  details.  Yet  the 
measure  was  of  such  importance  in  itself » 
and  he  felt  so  much  more  deeply  inte^ 
rested  iil^it,  than  in  any  other  measure 
that  had  been  brought  forward  since  he  had 
a  share  in  the  administration  of  public  af- 
fairs, that  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to  him- 
self to  bring  the  measure  forward  in  that 
new  parliament,  without  stating  those 
facts,  and  that  evidence  upon  which  alone 
this  question  ought  to  rest.  And  in  this 
he  felt  the  d^liGuUy  of  selection,  lest  he 
should  tire  the  house  by  being  too  prolix, 
or  omit  any  material  part.  There  was  at 
this  moment  no  disposition  to  question  the 
principle  of  this  measure.  It  was  iHiiver- 
sally  admitted  by  Ihe  merchants,  the  plan- 
ters- and  all  descriptions  of  persons;  that 
the  slave  trade,  pe  far  ts  regards  Africa, 
I     3P  . 
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ivas  unjust  and  impolitic,  founded  in  rob- 
t^ery,  kidoappiog  and  murder,  end  afford* 
log  an  incentive  to  the  worn  passions  and 
crimes.     He  was  relieved,  therefore,  from 
proving  that  part  of  the  case.    He  was.| 
lUso  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  demon* 
slratiqg  the  evils  of  the  middle  passage. 
No  man,  after  the  discussions  that  had 
taken  place,  could  be  prepared  to  contend 
for  the  luxuries  of  the  middle  passage.  He 
left  the  hon.  general  to  the  enjoyment  of  bis 
feeliugs,   who    bad  considered   the  slave 
trade  so  great  a  blessing,  that  if  it  were 
not  in  existence  at  present,  he  should  pro* 
pose  to  establish  it*    This  traffic  was  said 
to  be  supported  by  the  sanction  of  Scrip* 
ture  i  but  to  that  observation  he  should 
reply  in  one  sentence,  that  it  was  con- 
trary  to  the  fundamental   principles    of 
Christianity,  irreconcileable  with  that  sum- 
ni^ry   of  Christian  duty,    '*  to  do  unto 
others,  as  you  would  they  should  do  unto 
you."    The  principle  was  now  given  up, 
«knd  the  ground  of  justification  narroMced  to 
H  question  of  policy  and  justice.     It 
said  not  to  be  politic  to  abolish  a  trade 
that  afforded  such  ample  revenues  for  our 
commercial  prosperity,  and  it  was  repre- 
sented 95  unjust  to  the  merchants,  ship- 
owners, ^nd   planters,   whose    properties 
were  to  be  affected  by  tlie  measure.     He 
admitted  that  they  .were  bound  not  to  act 
Vnjusdy  to  our  own  merchants,  and  ship- 
owners, but  in  doing  justice  to  them  they 
should  take  care  that  tbey  did  not  commit 
injustice  against  the  inhabitants  of  Africa, 
^^o.  ultimate  good  was  to  be  procured  by 
means  qf  immediate  evil.     But  in  place  of 
doing  injury  to  the  West-India  property  by 
this  measure  of  abolition,  which  was  now 
about  to  be  accomplished,  he  should  shew 
t^t  the  West  Indies  would  be  benefited 
^Od  improved  by  it.    The  persons  inte- 
rested in  this  measure  were  either  the  mer- 
chants engaged  in  the  trade,  the  ship- 
pwuers,  or  the  planters ;  and  if  be  should 
^hew  that  none  of  their  iutei^ests  would 
be  ii\jured  by  the  measure,  he  was  confi- 
dent all  opposition  to  it  must  cease.    The 
noble  lord  here  entered   into  a  compa- 
rative statement  of  the  amount  of  the  ton* 
page  ecigaged  in  the  trade  to  Africa,  and 
in  the  general  export  trade  of  this  country, 
pot  including  the  export  from  Ireland,  or 
the  coasting  tracje,  the  result  of  which  was 
^t  ill  the  year  1 805,  the  African  tonnage 
was  not  quite  l-52d  part  of  the  whole  ex- 
port tonnage ;  and  the  sean^n  employed, 
;^ot  quit^  l'2S^  pari;  of  the  seamen  in  th^ 


general  trade.    He  wished  gentlemen  to 
consider,  therefore,whether,  in  thefloorish- 
ing  state  of  our  commerce,  employment 
would  not  be  found  for  this  shipping,  if  not 
embarked  in  this  traffic.    The  noble  lord 
then    shewed    by  a  similar  comparative 
statement,  that  the  proportion  of  the  ca- 
pital embarked  in  the  African  trade,  was, 
on  the  average  of  ten  years  preceding  th^ 
year  1800,  one  24th  part  of  the  whole  ca- 
piUl  of  the  export  trade.     That  capital 
must  have  since  been  reduced  to  a  ^till 
lower  proportion,  by  the  operation  of  the 
slave  carrying  bill,  and  the  bills  which  pro- 
hibited the  importation  of  slaves  into  the 
colonies  conquered  from  the  enemy.  What 
remained  now  was  only  a  remnant  of  the 
trade  for  the  supply  of  the  old  British  co« 
lonies.    The  measures  he  had  alluded  to, 
had  reduced  that  capital  4-7ths,  so  that 
there  remained  in  the  trade  a  capital  which 
was  not  more  perhaps  than  l«80th  of  the 
whole  export  trade  capital.     The  number 
of  slaves  yearly  imported  was  but  l5,00O, 
which  gave  a  capital  of  250,000/.     The 
value  of  the  whole  of  the  exports  of  this 
country  was  in  180^,  55  millions ;  sq  that, 
assuming  the  capital  in  slaves  at  double 
what  he  had  stated,  or  500,000^  it  would 
be  but  1-llOth  part  of  the  whole  export 
capital ;  and  when  they  considered  the  in^ 
crease  and  prosperity  of  our  commerce, 
notwithstanding  the   unjustifiable    means 
taken  by  the  enemy  to  stop  its  progress, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  various  ways 
might,  be  devised  ^(  employing  the  capi- 
tal to   advantage.      |t  h^d  been  stated 
that  the  measure  would  rnio  Liverpool, 
and  cause  the  loss  oi  the  whole  of   its 
revenue  from  dock    duties,  which  reve-. 
nue,  however,  was  stated  at  oiily  5000/. 
To  shew  the  fallacy  of  such  a  statement, 
he    had    only   to   direct  their   attention 
to   certain    facts    contained    in    the    ac- 
counts upon  the  table.   In  1772,  this  coun-< 
try  employed  175  ships  in  the  African  trade, 
of  wkich   100  were  from  Liverpool;  the 
number  of  vessels  in  this  trade  was  reduced 
in  1779  to  28,  pi  whidi   11  were  from 
Liverpool.   In  the  same  year,  the  dock  du- 
ties produced  but  4,552/. ;  whereas,  in  the 
latter,  they  had  produced  4,957/. ;  a  satisfac- 
tory proof  that  the  dock  duties  did  not  de- 
pend upon  the  slave  trade,  ft  had  been  saki 
that  this  trade  afforded  a  good  supply  of  sea- 
men to  the  navy.     But  this  he  denied.    It 
appeared  by  the  muster-books  from  Liver- 
pool,  which  had  been  laid  before  the  house 
in  1793|  that  the  mort^ity^mongst  the  s?s^« 
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tnen  iQ  that  trade  was  to  the  mortality  in 
the  West-India  trade  as  eight  to  one.  A 
traffic,  therefore,  so  destructive  of  the  sea- 
men employed  in  it,  could  not  be  considered 
hene/icial  to  the  navy.  The  readiness  witli 
vrhich  the  men  entered  the  king's  ships  on 
their  arrival  in  the  West  Indies,  shewed 
what  their  opiuion  of  that  trade  was.  The 
practice  was  for  men  to  desert  to  the  mer- 
chant service  in  every  other  branch'  of 
trade,  but  from  this  they  voluntarily  en 
tered  the -king's  ships.  What  was  to  |t)e 
thought  of  the  policy  of  procuring  such 
an  improvident  supply,  if  even  it  were  to 
be  admitted,  that  the  trade  did  afford  a 
supply  to  the^navy  ? — Having  thus  proved 
that  no  material  loss  would  result  from 
the  abolition  in  point  of  tonnage  for  ex- 
portation, or  in  point  of  supply  to  the 
navy,  the  npble  lord  proceeded  to  consider 
the  effects  of  this  measure  upon  the  West- 
India  islands.  Those  who  were  averse  to 
the  al^olition,  did  not  insist  so  much  upon, 
its  effects  with  regard  to  the  further  im- 
provement of  the  islands,  as  upon  the  loss 
which  would  be  sustained  in  their  present 
cultivation  by  the  excess  of  the  deaths 
over  the  births.  But,  before  he  entered 
upon  the  general  principle  of  population, 
and  the  experience  of  other  coup  tries,  h^ 
would  examine  how  the  case  stood  with 
regard  to  those  islands.  Returns  had  been 
procured  from  various  islands  previous  to 
the  year  ISOO ;  and  subsequent  to  that,  que- 
ries had  been  put  to  them  with  a  view  to 
obtain  additional  lights  respecting  their  si- 
tuation. To  these  the  answers  were  par- 
tial and  defective,  but  as  far  as  they  went, 
they  confirmed  the  calculations  made  by 
Mr.  Pitt  in  the  year  1792,  the  results 
of  which  were,  that  the  number  of  births 
was  increasing,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
.diminishing:  and  when  the  causes  were 
considered  that  checked  the  population  of 
the  West  Indies,  there  was  reason  to  be- 
lieve that,  by  the  regulations  which  the 
abolition  would  produce,  nature .  would 
there,  as  in  other  countries,  ■  accomplish 
her  oi^n  ends,  and  that  tli^  population 
would  maintain  itself.  The  calculations 
had  been  stated  often,  but  in  a  new  parlia- 
ment to  restate  the  results  would  be  use- 
fuL  In  Jamaica,  from  176I  to  68,  the 
excess  of  the  <teaths  above  the  births  was 
25,000  ;  from  6S  to  74,  11,000 ;  from  74 
to  87>  30,000;  and  in  1804-5,  it  speared 
that  the  excess  of  deaths  was.onlj^  3$^  in 
eight  parishes  in  Jamaica.  la  the  first 
period,  the  decrease  was  2  and  a  quarter 


per  cent.,  in  the  second  1  per  cent«,  in  the 
third  3-5ths  per  cent.,  and  in  the  fourth  1 
out  of  1456.  This  last  decrease  waa  so 
minute,  that  the  balance  was  nearly  equal ; 
and  it  must  be  observed,  .that  in  ibis  state- 
ment,  the  deaths  among  the  newly-im- 
ported slaves,  where  by  far  the  greater  pro- 
portion occurred,  were  always  included* 
In  Dominica  the  births  exceeded  the 
deaths,  and  also  in  the  Bermudas  and  Baha- 
mas ;  but  he  did  not  much  rest  upon  them» 
because  the  climate  and  the  nature  of  the 
labour  might  be  stated  as  the  cause.  The 
importations  were  considerably  diminished 
in  Barbadoes,  Mon^tserrat,  &c.  &c.  So 
much  with  regard  to  the  West-India  in- 
lands in  their  present  state.  But,  accord- 
ing to  the  principle  of  population  confirmed 
by  experience,  the  numbers  would  increase, 
unless  checked  by  some  powerful  cause. 
The  slave  population  in  North  America, 
according  to  Mr.  King,  if  they  continued 
to  multiply  at  the  rate  they  did  when  he 
wrote,  would  double  their  number  in  twenty 
years.  In  St.  Helena,  since  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  was  prevented,  the  slave 
population  increased.  The  Maroons  in- 
creased in  Jamaica  under  all  their  disad«  . 
vantages ;  as  did  the  Caribbs  in  St.  Vin- 
cent's. In  Bencoolen,  the  most  unhealthy 
place  in  the  world  perhaps,  the  population 
increased.  The  cold  climate  in  North 
America,  as  well  as  the  labour,  consisting 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  grouQd  for  rice, 
was  peculiarly  hostile  to  the  negro  con- 
stitution, and  yet  there,  as  it  appeared, 
they  multiplied  with  rapidity.  What, 
then,  were  the  causes  that  checked  the 
population  in  the  West  Indies  ?  Two  prin- 
cipal causes  were  assigned :  the  dispro- 
portion between  the  sexes,  and  the  pro- 
miscuous intercourse  among  them.  With 
regard  to  the  former,  the  planters  had  full 
warning ;  and  might  have  provided  against 
the  circumstance.  The  disproportion,  he 
believed,  was  greatly  magnified.  With 
regard  to  the  latter  c^use,  the  remedy  lay 
with  the  planters  themselves,  who  ought  to 
promote  the  education  and  morals  of  their 
slaves.  .  But  there  were  other  causes  that 
checked  the  population :  bad  food,  severe  ^ 
treatment,  and  want  of  proper  accommo- 
dation. The  effect  of  the  abolition  would 
be  to  remove  these  causes,  and  to  promote 
the  morals  and  comfort  of  the  negroes. 
He  meant  no  reflection  on  the  planters, 
who  in  general  were  respectable  i^en.  The 
blame  lay  with  their  agents  abroad.  That 
bad  tnatmeat  impeded  the  .jpopulatiou, 
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appeared  from   Mr.  Long's  history  of  Ja- 
maica \  wbOy  though-  DO  friend  to  thti  abo- 
lition, stated  that  the  population  increased 
iu  proportion  to  the  good  trealment  and 
moderate    labour.     He  denied  that    the 
prevention  of  importation  would  increase 
the  labour  of  those  that  were  left,  for  the 
slaves  had  been  imported  to  supply  the  va- 
cancies by  the  excess  of  deaths,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  the  cultivation. 
To  shew  that  bad  treatment  and  seventy 
diminished  the  usefulness  of  the  negro,  he 
mentioned  the  fact  that  a  negro,  in  cglti 
vating  the  piece  of  ground  given  to  him 
sdfil  did  more  in  half  a  day  than  lie  would  do 
in  a  whole  one  under  the  lash  of  an  unfeel- 
ing overseer.     The  argument  was  peculi- 
arly striking  when  applied  to  the  female 
sex,  who  were  often  employed  so  as  to 
destroy    the    child    before   it  was   born, 
or  40  as  to  prevent  its  being  brought  up. 
A  proper    care   and    attention,    he    was 
persuaded,  would  produce  a  rapid  increase. 
-^We,  said  the  noble  lord,  are  told  by  the 
enemies  to  this  measure,  that  the  West-In- 
dia Islands  will  be  put  in  a  state  of  revolt, 
if  we  agree  to  the  abolition ;  that  it  will 
create  a  spirit  of  disaffection  and  rebellion. 
The  preamble  to  the  bill  is  particularly  com- 
plained of,  because  it  declares,  that  the  traf- 
fic in  slaves  is  contrary  to  the  dictates  uf 
justice  and  humanity.     Is  it  necessary,  sir, 
to  tell  the  negro,  who  is  torn  from  his  na. 
tive  land,  his  wife,  his  children,  and  bis 
friends,  that  that  act  of  violence,  which  tears 
bim  from  all  his  fornfier  endearments  in 
life,  is  contrary  to  humanity  ?  This  is  a 
principle  which  is  implanted  in  his  breast 
by  the  great  hand  of  the  Almighty.      Yet 
it  is  said,  it  is  lold  theto  by  tbe  preamble  of 
the  bill !  If  he  cannot  see  it  upon  the  wounds 
irtflicted  on  the  back  of  his  fellow  sufferer, 
if  he  cannot  hear  it  in  the  cries  of  his  fellow 
slave,  -are  we  to  suppose  that  be  will  read 
it  in  tbe  preamble  of  a  bill  ?  Such  an  argu- 
ment is  futile   and  absurd;  and   what   is 
more,  too,  I  may  say,  that  the  planters  and 
West-India  merchants  themselves  do  not 
believe  it,  or  if  they  do,  never  was  the  con- 
duct   of  men  more  imprudently  regulai- 
ted.      Afrer  20  years,  during  which  this 
question  has  been  often  agitated,  is  the 
house  to  be  told,  that  all  the  debates  which 
have  taken  place,  all  the  motions  and  re- 
solutions which  have  been  made  by  the 
hoase  of  commons,  all  the   reports  that 
have  in  consequence  ^one  forth,  declaring 
that  their  slavery  was  contrary  to  humani- 
ty, have  had  no  effect  in  inducing  that  con 


victton,  which  is  so  anxiously,  at  present, 
wished  to  be   avoided  iu  the  preamble  of  a 
bill  ?   Jlas  not  the   Jamaica  Gazette,    oo 
various  occasions,  stated  tbe  very  means 
by  which  that  insurrection  might  be  pro- 
duced, by  which  their  plant  of  revolt  migbt 
be  organized,  aud  a  stimulus  and  incite- 
ment aflbrded  to  tlie  negroes  to  carry  their 
operations  into  effect  ?    Look  at  the  state 
of  these  islands  for  the  last  20  years,  and 
say,  is  it  not  notorious,  that  there  never 
were  s6  few  insurrections^  amongst  the  ne- 
groes, as  at  the  very  time  they  knew  tbat 
such  an  abolition  of  this  infamous  traffic 
was  under  discussion  \   But,  ic  bas  been 
argued,  that  the  non-importation  of  fresb 
negroes  would  ten^  to  impose  additional 
labour  upon^  the  old  ones  already  in  tbe 
islands ;  but  this  is  a  consequence  which 
I  am  far  from  thinking  would  follow ;  for 
is  it  not  well  knov^n,  that  the  newly  im* 
ported  negroes  are  not  calculated,  at  least 
for  a  length  of  time,  to  diminish  tbe  la-^ 
hours  of  those  who  are  actually  employcjd 
in  clearing  and  cultivating  the  new  grounds  ? 
What  source  of  consolation  could  it  be  to 
the  old  negroes  to  behold  fresh  importa'^ 
tions  of  their  unhapp}'  countrymen,  doomed 
to  endure  similar  slavery  with  themselves  ? 
3Phe  only  effect  this  could  produce,  would 
be  that  of  sowing  thje  seeds  of  continual 
insurrection.     But  the  prohibition  to  im- 
port fresh  negroes,  coiiki  not  be  fairly  ad- 
duced as  a  motive  why  the  6ld  ones  should 
revolt.     It  was  proved  by  experience  and 
fact,  that  in  those  islands,  where  there  was 
no  regular  supply  of  fresh  negroes,  no  in- 
surrection ever  took  place.     With  respect 
to  the  general  security  of  the  islands,  "the 
danger  does  not  arise  from  those  negroes 
who  have  -been  long  settled  in  them,  and 
used  to  tlfeir  masters,  but  from  those  who 
have  been  freshly  imported,  and  are  smart- 
ing under  recent  wrongs.     The  case  of  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo  has  been  cited  by 
the  anti-abolitionists,   as  an  example  of 
caution.     I,  sir,  in  my  turn,  would  beg 
leave  to  cite  the  events  which  took  place 
in  that  island^  Iu  a  warning  how  we  en- 
courage successive  importations  ;  for,  is  it 
mH  weH  known,  that  in  that   ill-fated  is- 
land, there  had  been  uousually  lai^  im- 
portations from  Africa,  previous   to  the 
insurrections    and  intestine   comnotions 
which  prevailed  ?    Other  causes,,  indeed,, 
might  have  co-operated,  and  have  had.  their 
efiect ;  tbe  passions  of  men  had  been  set 
loose  and  inflamed,  at  the  commencement 
of  tbe  French  revolatioDi  thiottghoat  every 
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part  of  that  empire :  hence  St.  Domingo 
became  a  prey  to  intestine  commotions, 
and  was  divided  iatodifierent  political  par- 
ties, each  of  which  in  their  torn  endea* 
voured  to  avail  themselves  of  the  assistance 
of  the  blacks;  but   the   fresh  and   large 
importations  from  Africa  which  were  car- 
ried on  during  that  period,  so  far  from  di- 
minishing, tended  greatly  to  increase  the 
danger*     If,  indeed,  it  were  proposed  by 
the  present .  measure,    that  the    negroes 
should  at  once  be  emancipated,  I  acknow 
ledge  that  there  would  be  just  reason  to 
apprehend  scenes  of  terror;  but  nothing 
of  this  sort  is  in  contemplation.    Jt  has 
been  stated,  that  endeavours  have  already 
been  made  to  excite  the^laves  at  Jamaica 
into  insurrection,  from  the  example  of  St. 
Domingo.     I  allow  it  possible,  that  emis- 
saries from  the  latter  island  may  have  been 
sent  to  Jamaica ;  but  as  the  best  means  to 
render  abortive  such  attempts,  I   would 
say,  attach  your  ^negroes  of  Jamaica  to 
your  service  by  good  treatment  and  a  kind 
system ;   at  any  rate,    new  importations 
would  not  diminish,  but  rather  increase  the 
danger  of  insurrection.    Experience  con- 
firms the  fact.     In  Surinam,  when  a  Dutch 
colony,  the  masters  made  use  of  the  most 
rigorous  treatment  towards  their  slaves, 
and  there  insurrections  broke  out ;  where- 
as, in  the  islands  where  the  negroes  have 
been  treated  with  kind  usage,  they  have 
even  protected  their  masters,  when  threat- 
ened with  attack.     But,  on  this  subject^ 
we,  who  are  advocates  for  the  abolition  of 
this  traffic,  have  been  branded  as  theorists 
and  enthusiasts,  whilst  we  have,  almost 
exclu^vely,  facts  and  experience  to  allege, 
in  opposition  to  the  objections  of  the  anti- 
abolitionists. — But,  it  has  been  also  oh- 
jected,  that  this  measure  will  lend  to  di- 
minish the  white  population  in  the  islands, 
and  that  it  will  discourage  those  who  go 
out  firom  this  country  K>  the  islands  as  book- 
keepers and  overseers,  with  the  hope  of 
procuring  .  plantations  and   making  their 
fortunes  #  but  the  expectation  of  making 
luge  fortunes,  cannot  be  coasidered  as 
tbe  main  inducement  for  such  persons  to 
go  kom  thts  country  to  the  West  Indies, 
but  rather  that  tbey  may  obtain  svch  a 
eompetent   provision  m    they  were    not 
ao  Ukely  to  neet  witb  at  borne.    But, 
perfaapsy  it  may  be  fit  matter  of  enquiry, 
vfaetber   adequate    measures  have    been 
adopted  by  the  coloniita  tbemselves  to 
keep  up  tbe  white  population^  and  saeh  a 
niiitia  as  may  be  needfoi  to  coxttrool  the 


negroes.    But,  are  there  no  modes  of  em« 
ployment,  in  which  the  whites  may  be  use-^ 
fully  engaged  in  the  West  Indies,  as  an  en^ 
couragement    fbr  them   to   settle  there  f 
I  think,  sir,  that  much  may  be  done  to  en* 
courage  their  settlement  in  these  islands, 
and  that  a  great  deal  of  what  is  now  per*' 
formed  by  the  blacks,  might  be  performed 
by  means  of  machinery,  as  well  as  that 
there  are  a  great  many  articles  of  usefjil 
labour  to  which  the  whites  are  competent* 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  one  good  effect  of 
the  present  measure  will  be  to  encourage  - 
the  whites  to  settle  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
to  pursue  such  trades  as  those  of  black« 
smiths,  coopers,  &c.  and  thus  to  increase 
tbe  proportion  of  whites  to  blacks.    There 
have  been  repeated  emigrations  from  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland  to  America ;  but  in 
the  upper  lands  of  Jamaica,  if  I  am  not 
misinformed,  there  are  better  soils,  where 
such  as  are  driven  by  necessity  from  theif 
native  country  might  be  usefully  employed* 
— In  short,  sir,  were  I  called  to  state  my  be- 
lief of  what  would  be  the  measure  of  the 
greatest  Security  and  advantage  to  the  West 
Indies,  I  would  .state  this  very  measure* 
The  negroes  in  the  islands  would  then  be* 
come  attached  to   the  soil,  and  to  their 
masters,  from  kind  treatment,  and  afford 
the  increased  means  of  defence  from  a  fo* 
reign  enemy/— But,  there  are  one  or  tw« 
general  topics  more,  on  this  subject, .  to 
which  I  must  briefly  advert,  before  I  sit 
down.     We  have  been  told,  that  if  this  btf 
considered  as  a  measure  of  justice,  we  do 
not  follow  up  our  own  principles ;  for,  if  ^ . 
slavery  be  in  itself  unjust,  we  ought  to  abo- 
lish it  altogether^     I  think  it  sufHcient  to 
say,  that  the  result  of  this  measure  will,.  I 
trust,  lead  to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  en« 
couraged  and  assisted  by  such  regulations 
as  the  wisdom  of  parliament  may   afteiw 
wards  think  fit  to  adopt.    I  tmst,  thut  by 
this  measure  slavery  will  gradually  wear 
out  without  the  immediate  intervention 
of  any  positive  law,,  in  like  manner  as  took 
place  in  the  states  of  Greece  and  Rome,  and 
some  parts  of  modern  Europe,  where  slaves 
have  been  permitted  to  work  out  and  pur* 
chase  their  own  freedom,  and  that  such  re* 
golaitioiis  may  be  adopted  as  have  been  in 
some  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  colo« 
nies.    In  all  tbe  states  of  America,  with  the 
exoeptioii  of  one,  the  slave  trade  has  aetu*. 
ally  been  abolished;  and  not  only  so,  but 
io  some  of  the  states,  measures  of  gradual 
emancipation,  by  means  of  education,  and 
die  fike^  have  beea  adopted;  and,  I  be» 
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lieve,  that  in  some  private  estates,  parti- 
calarly  that  of  geiiend  Washington,  the 
slaves  have  been  actually  emancipated :  and 
I  would  ask,  whether  any  instance  can 
be  pointed  out  of  insurrections  and  revolu- 
tions, in  consequence  of  such  measures  ? 
or  rather,  whether  they  have  not,  in  such 
states,  been  peaceable  and  orderly  ?  But, 
on  the  contrary,  nothing  is  so  apt  to  excite 
revolt,  as  where  the  negroes  in  our  islands 
vritness  the  superior  advantages  which  their 
brethren  possess  in  America.  But  the  abo- 

.  lition  of  slavery  must  be  gradually  and  not 
suddenly  effected,  and  this,  botli  on  the 
principles  of  justice  to  the  planters,  as  also 
to  the  slaves  themselves.  For,  in  the  pre- 
sent reduced  circumstances  of  the  slaves, 
to  propose  their  immediate  emancipation, 
would  be  to  produce  horrors  similar  to 
those  which  have  already  happened  at  St. 
Domingo*  But  it  has  been  objected,  that 
if  we  abandon  this  trade,  other  nations 
will  take  it  up.  The  same  objection 
may  be  made  use  of  by  them :  thus, 
this  argument  proceeds  in  a  circle,  with- 
out leading  to  any  satisfactory  conclusion. 
I  confess,  sir,  I  am  far  from  being  sanguine, 
that  even  if  peace  were  to  take  place  to- 
morrow, any  such  general  and  liberal  mea- 
sure would  be  adopted ;  but  let  us  at  least 
hope  that  France,  which  is  contending  with 
us  for  power,  when  it  sees  us  take  the  lead, 
may  be  ashamed  to  confess  itself  inferior  to 
us  in  liberality  and  virtue.  At  all  events, 
this  appears  to  be  the  most  proper  moment 
for  effecting  the  salutary  measure  ;  for  the 
trade  of  France  and  Holland  are  nearly  an- 
nihilated ;  Denmark  and  America  have  al- 
ready abolished  the  traffic  in  slaves ;  Portugal 
alone  continues  it;  and  her  trade  is  not  1-Oth 
part  of  ours;  and  may  we  not  hope,  that  Por- 
tugal herself,  when  she  sees  that  other  na* 
tions  have  abandoned  this  trade,  will  also  re- 
linquish it  ? — I  sbjiU  now,  sir,  only  notice 
one  other  general  argument,  which  has 
been  made  use  of  by  the  enemies  of  the  abo- 
lition ;  namely >  that  this  trade  has  been 
sanctioned  by  antiquity,  as  well  as  by  the 
best  of  salesmen,  particularly^  by  lord  Cla- 
rendon, and  Mr.  Locke.    I*  entertain  as 

^  great  a  respect  as  any  one  for  such  names ; 

'  although,  as  to  the  former,  I  do  not  look 
upon  him  as  the  best  authority  that  could 
be  quoted  in  favour  of  freedom;  but 
surely  it  is  attempting  to  prove  too  much, 
that  because  the  slave  trade  was  an  abuse 
which  they  did  not  attempt  to  resist,  there- 
fore,  we  must  continue.it.  The  same  ar- 
gument might  be  made  use  of  against  the 


reformation,  becanse  sir  Tfaoaas  More  did 
not  immediately  encoarage  it;  and  even 
in  favour  of  torture,  because  this  very  sir 
T.  More  encouraged  the  use  of  it  in  faia 
own  court.  With  all  due  deference  for 
authority,  it  must  still  be  permitted  us  to 
judge  for  ourselves ;  and  when  we  are  con- 
vinced that  any  institotjon  is  founded  in 
inhumanity,  by  whomsoever  it  may  have 
been  sanctioned,  we  are  bound  to  resist  it. 
It  is  possible  that  this  trade  in  its  infancy 
may  not  have  attracted  notice,  or  that 
those  who  countenanced  it  may  not  have 
been  aware  of  its  dreadful  consequences  ; 
and  Mr.  Locke  may  not,  probably,  have 
examined  this  sabject  witii  the  same  atten« 
,tion  or  accuracy  yith  which  he  examined 
other  subjects.  But  if,  after  all,  we  are  to 
rest  upon  authority,  I  do  not  think  it  entirely 
rests  on.  one  side.  I  might  mention  the 
name  of  one  as  much  entitled  to  respect^ 
the  president  Montesquieu, who  condemned 
this  traffic ;  but,  not  to  quote  other  names, 
I  cannot  but  recall  to  memory  those  illua-' 
trio  us  statesmen,  this  house  and  country 
have  so  lately  lost— men  who  felt  so  deeply 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  state,  and 
who  bent  all  the  force  of  their  minds  on 
this  great  question,  where  all  rivalship 
ceased.  Tue  names  of  Pitt  and  Fox  are 
not  inferior  to  any  other,  and  we  know  how 
anxiously  they  wished  for  the  abolition  of 
this  trade.  Let  me  call  upon  this  house, 
then,  in  this  first  session,  to  pay  that 
tribute  to  their  memories ;  and,  if  we  are 
satisfied  on  the  ground  of*  facts,  of  expe- 
rience, of  justice,  of  humanity,  and  of  Chris- 
tianity, let  us  rear  this  monument,  more 
dear  and  splendid  to  their  memory  than 
any  other  that  can  be  erected.  This  met^ 
sure  these  great  men  left  as  a  legacy  to 
this  house  and  to  their  country :  the  suc« 
cess  of  it  lay  near  their  hearts,  and  was  one 
of  the  liUt  wishes  expressed  by  my  illus- 
trious predecessor.  Upon  this  great  ques- 
tion, which  was  nothing  less  than  to  give 
peace  and  happiness  to  Africa,  all  other 
differences  for  a  moment  subsided:  **  Con^ 
cidunt  venti,  fugiuntque  nubes.'^  This  is  a 
sul:9ect  which  is  most  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  of  commons,  and  I  trust 
it  will  be  success&dly  carried; 

General  Gascoym  lamented,  that  on  this 
subject  he  had  to  contend  not  only  against 
argument  but  prejudice,  and  without  that 
evidence,  ^hich,  if  admitted,  would  have 
shewn  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  pre- 
sent measure.  He  declared  himself,  upon 
every  view  of  the  subject,  «nd  after  mature 
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consideration,  confirmedi  in  bis  former  opi- 
nion. But  that  opinion  had  not  been  fairly 
represented.  The  noble  lord  had  said, 'that 
there  was  an  individual  so  charmed  with  the 
clave  trade,  that  even  if  it  were  abolished, 
be  would  move  for  its  re-establishment ; 
hut  )iis  (gen.  Gascoyne's)  words  were  to 
this  effect ;  that  seeing  all  the  consequen- 
ces which  resulted  from  the  slave  trade, 
and  the  flourishing  state  of  the  colonies, 
and  that  no  other  method  had  been  found 
out  for  bringing  them  into  that  state  but 
the  cultivation  by  slaves,  and  that  under 
this  system  our  navy  and  commerce  had  so 
flourished,  he  should,rather  than  that  our  co- 
lonies should  remain  uncultivated,  wish  the 
slave  trade  to  be  continued.  Had  the 
ooble  lord  been  candid  enough  to  have 
agreed  to  the  production  of  evidence,  he 
could  not  have  denied  this  statement.;  but 
having  rejected  that  evidence,  which  the 
learned  counsel  had  offered  to  produce  to 
substantiate  their  allegations,  nothing  re 
inained  but  matters  of  mere  assertion  and 
opinion.  This  was  a  question  of  great 
importance  to  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  country  in  general,  and  to  the  town  of 
Liverpool  in  particular.  The  noble  lord 
bad  first  adverted  to  the  evidence  which 
had  been  given  in  the  year  1792,  with 
respect  to  enormities  in  this  trade  then 
existing ;  but  what  proof  had  he  brought 
forward  of  any  thing  similar  now  ?  The 
noble  lord  had  stated  what  had  been 
thesCase  20,  and  in  some  instances  40  or 
^0  years  ago,  and  quoted  them  as  present 
fsxisting  evils.  He  had  stated  many  of 
those  evils  which  formerly  existed  in  the 
middle  passage,  before  the  restrictions  and 
regulations  of  late  years  had  been  adopted. 
He  had  made  an  appeal  to  the  passions 
whilst  he. excluded  the  evidence  of  existing 
facts.  There  was  no  one  who  would  say 
that  slavery  w^s  better  thiLn  freedom ;  at 
the  same  time,  looking  at  this  subject  as  a 
matter  of  policy,  it  was  requisite  to  consi- 
der, first  of  all,  what  immediately  related 
to  ourselves,  rather  than  what  respected 
others.  The  noble  lord  had  even  applied 
the  epithets^  of  robbers,  murderers,  &c., 
and  that  not  to  the  traders  alone,  but 
also  to  the  colonists.  Whatl  did  the  noble 
mean  to  represent  them  as  so  cruel  that  no 
justice  was  to  be  expected  from  them  ? 
Surely  this  was  a  gross  and  an  ill-founded 
chargej  But  this  he  would  maintain,  that 
never  had  a  proceeding  of  such  magnitude 
beep  brought  into  that  house,  wherein  there 
|)ad  ^en  such  a  want  of  justice  and  ci^idour 


as  to  refuse  the  production  of  evidence.  The 
noble  lord  had  demanded,  who  were  the 
persons  that  would  appear,  but  such  as  were 
interested  ?  Undoubtedly,  those  persons 
would  have  appeared,  who  felt  themselves 
injured  by  this  measure.  It  bad  been  pro- 
posed to  adduce,  also,  the  evidence  of  two 
most  respectiEible  persons,  one  a  member  of 
the  upper  house,  and  the  other  a  mem*^ 
her  of  this,  who  had  been  governors  of  colo- 
nies, but  they  also  were  refused.  It  had 
been  insinuated,  that  the  evidence  propo- 
sed was  the  offspring  of  self-interest  and 
party  opinion;  and,  after  all  this,  to  talk 
of  candour  and  justice,  what  was  it  huts 
mere  mockery  of  the  name  ?  The  noble 
lord  had  made  various  calculations,  and 
drawn  inferences  from  them,  but  the  papers 
he  had  read  his  calculations  from,  were  not 
before  the  house ;  he  had  never  seen  them, 
and  therefore  he  could  only  consider  all 
the  arguments  deduced  from  those  papers 
to  be  mere  gratuitous  assertions,  and  in 
some  instances  he  knew  them  not  to  be 
founded  in  fact ;  and  he  would  have  pro- 
ved this  to  have  been  the  case,  had  the  op- 
portunity of  calling  in  evidence  not  been 
refused.  He  much  questioned  whether  the 
noble  lofd  bad  received  any  information 
upon  the  subject.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
be  had  mistaken  the  arguments  of  one 
counsel  for  another,  and  that  his  lordship 
had  so  blended  the  two  subjects,  as  not  to 
have  drawn  proper  conclusions  from  them. 
This  was  a  subject  of  magnitude  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view ;  for  it  was  no  small 
matter  of  capital  which  employed  two  mil- 
lions, with  40,000  tons  of  shipping,  and 
4,000  seamen ;  but  all  this  had  been 
treated  as  if  unworthy  of  notice.  The  noble 
lord  had  argued  as  if  the  African  trade  was 
injurious  to  the  navy;  but  it  was  unfair  to 
infer  the  loss  of  seamen  in  the  African 
tradej  in  as  much  as  many  of  them  were 
afterwards  pressed  in  the  West  Indies ;  so 
that  there  was  no  more  argument  to  prove 
the  loss  of  men  on  board  these  ships,from  this 
circumstance  occurring,  than  of  seamen,  ia 
ships  from  the  East  Indies  or  elsewhere^ 
coming  home  in  time  of  war.  Had  evi- 
dence been  gone  into,  he  should  have  proved 
that  the  seamen,  on  board  these  ships, 
coming  fronr  Africa  to  the  West  Indies^ 
were  not  in  such  a  state  as  had  been  repre- 
sented by  the  noble  lord ;  and  that  so  far 
from  that  mortality  taking  place,  there  had 
been  no  more  morudity  onboard  these  ships 
than  on  board  men  of  war;  and  that  a 
greater  mortality  was  escperienced  in  carry* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


959]     PARL.  DEBATES,  Febkuart  113,  l%07.—SUve^ Trade  ASoliikm BUI.      [9to 


log  troops  ID  traasporU  from  hence  toihe 
IVest  Iiidies,  thao  bappeoed  in  the  »bip8 
govag  fj-on  ibence  to  Africa  and  tbe  West 
ladies.  But  from  the  manner  in  which 
this  question  bad  been  treated,  be  confessed 
be  had  no  expectation  that  justice  would  be 
done  by  the  production  of  documents. 
One  of  the  papers  tbe  noble  lord  produced, 
had  ibrmerlj  been  laid  on  tbe  table  of  the 
house,  and  consisted  of  tbe  opinions  of  cer* 
tain  governors  in  tbe  West  Indies ;  and  yet 
he  now  objected  to  the  vivd  tfoce  evidence 
of  two  most  respectable  men,  the  successors 
of  these  very  governors,  and  who  would 
have  stated  differently.  So  much  for  tbe 
^Belii^  and  candour  of  tbe  noble  lord  and 
his  friends  I  Tbe  noble  lord  had  then  pro* 
cecded  to  state  the  disproportion  between 
tbe  males  and  females  in  tbe  West  Indies, 
and,  without  informing  the  house  whence 
be  drew  bis  conclusions,  asserted  a  varia- 
tion very  different  from  tbe  counsel  at  the 
bar,  who  would  have  proved  by  evidence 
the  disproportion  to  have  been  betvrixt 
ibur  or  five  to  one.  From  particular 
iastanoes,  the  noble  lord  had  drawn  gene 
fal  oonclusions;  he  had  also  thrown  the 
gnaalest  defamation  and  slander  on  the 
West-India  planters  with  respect  to  their 
treatment  of  the  female  slaves,  in  cases  of 
pregnancy,  and  after  child-birth.  But  can 
it  be  supposed  that  the  planters  should  be 
so  adverse,  not  only  to  the  dictates  of  hu 
liianity,but  to  their  own  interest!  for  every 
leaoale  that  had  a  child,  thereby  became 
move  valuable  to  theowner.  He  declared 
that  if  be  had  not  heard  such  language 
spoken  in  that  bouse,  aod  had  it  been  re 

Crted  to  him  out  of  doors,  he  could  not 
ve  believed  it.  But  if,  after  all,  tbe  pre- 
sent bill  should  pass,  and  if  any  insurrec- 
tion should  take  place  in  the  islands,  (as 
be  really  dreaded,)  he  declared,  that  he 
^ould  have  a  right  to  conclude,  that  it 
was  because  this  act  bad  passed,  more  es- 
pecially as  the  noblelord  had  acknowledged 
that  for  20  years  past  no. such  insurrection 
had  occurred.  In  his  opinion,  had  a 
French  general  landed  in  any  of  the  islands, 
with  an  address  to  the  blacks  to  excite 
tbem  to  insurrection,  no  such  attempt 
would  have  proved  -more  suooessful  tiian 
the  pre aaibie  to  the  present  bill.  The  noble 
lord  thought,  that  some  sort  of  niaehiaery 
night  be  substituted  in  place  of  the  labour 
of  the  slaves ;  but  was  it  not  most  extraor* 
dinary  that  the  planters  themselves,  who 
were  so  materially  interested,  should 
have  conceived  such  a  thing  prac^ 


The  noble  lord  said,  with  one  breath,  that 
this  was  the  proper  time,  and  yet,  with 
another,  he  fairly  acknowledged  that  do 
hopes  could  be  indulged  of  the  concur- 
reuce  of  France.     But,  for  his  own  part,  be 
could  not  but  consider  it  as  a  most  impro- 
per time  for  bringing  forward  such  a  pro- 
position^  for,  without  obtaining  tbe  co-ope* 
ration  of  other  states*   the  promoters  of 
this  measure  would  defeat  their  own  object ; 
and,  surely,  if  tbe  slave  trade  was  allowed 
to  exist  at  all,  according  to  the  late  regula* 
tions,  it  appeared  to  be  carried  on  with 
more  lenity  by  this' than  by  any  other  go- 
vernment*   It  sufficiently  appemred,  that 
Bonaparte  would  .never  become    a  party 
to  such  a  bill  as  tbe  present ;  his  object 
when  applied  to  was  obviously  to  evade, 
and  now  that  the  fanatic  ideas  of  humanity 
and  policy  were  broached,  would  he  be 
ready  to  take  it  upl  With  regard  to  tbe 
Portuguese,  he  understood  that  they  had 
actuaUy  written  to  Liverpool  to  engage 
captains  and  ships  for  this  trade»  merely  in 
consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Isst 
parliament.     But,  supposing  tbe  trade  to 
be  abolished,  it  would  even  then  be  impos- 
sible for  all  the  frigates  of  the  British 
navy,  without  the  concurrence  and  co-ope- 
ration of  the  colonists  themselves,  to  pre- 
vent the  importation  of  slaves ;  it  was  tbe 
interest  both  of  the  traders  and  colonists 
to  have  slaves  introduced.   As  to  America, 
their  prohibition  merely  extended  to  tbe 
introduction  of  slaves  into  America ;  but  if 
permitted  to  trade  at  all,  they  would  imtne* 
diately  adapt  their  trad6  to  the  introduce* 
tion  of  slaves  into  our  colonies.  The  noble 
lord  had  given   no  estimate  of  the  loss 
which  the  colonists  'would  sustain  by  tbe 
abolition  of  this  trade,  which  amounted  to 
a  property  of  90  millions  sterling,  and  tbe 
imports  into  the  West  Indies  to  between  4r  and 
5  millions,— a  Aiamentoos  part  of  the  sub« 
ject,  but  which  the  noble  lord  had  kept  to- 
tally out  of  view  i  With  regard  to  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  slaves,  he  had  only  to  say, 
that  the  opinion  of  those  who  haid  the  best 
local  infonnation  on  the  subject,  was,  that 
such  a  measure  would  produce  the  down-* 
fall  of  the  empire.    With  regard  to  the 
gradual  abolition  of  the  traxie,  he  sfaoukl  not 
have  objected  to  it  under  proper  cestric« 
tions  and  regulations;  butshould  the  pitseuft 
bill  pass  into  alaw,  his  behef  was,  that  be- 
fore 1^  mcMBths  weM  at  an  end,  conspira- 
cies and  insorrectioi]  uid 
•*^^  ^gard  to  Mmani  aii* 
va.f  V- 
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Mr.  RdH9e  wiU  desirous  of  ttiying  «  few 
wotcls  on  tbe  present  bill,  both  to  satisfy 
Ilia  ownfeelingsr«Mi  to  fulfil  the  duty  be 
4>wed  to  his  eoh^itueots.  Whatever  might 
have  been  supposed,  the  hihabitants  of  the 
town  of  Liverpool  were  by  no  means  una- 
nimous in.  resisting  the  abolition  of  the 
ilave  trade.  The  noble  lord  had  so  ably 
ditfciissed  the  general  principles  of  the 
ineafurey  that  he  had  very  little  in  addi- 
tion to  offbr  2  one  obvious  effect  he  would 
notice^  namely,  that  wh^re  the  comforts  of 
life  were  easily  acquired,  nature  would  ful- 
fil her  own  designs,  and  the  inuItiplTcation 
6f  the  species  would  be  secured.  From 
Access  of  misery,  disajipointing  these  her 
bei^evoledt  intentions,  the  slave  trade  at 
Sr^t  was  resorted  to ;  and  when  it  became 
the  intetest  of  the  planters  to  promote  the 
happiness  of  this  laborious  class,  the  ob- 
lltruction  to  the  increase  would  be  removed 
luid  the  popiilatipn  would  answer  ail  the 
beneficial  purposes  conducive  to  the  pro- 
^>enty  of  these  settlements*  It  would  bfr- 
hi^  tfaait  horrid  maxim  so  familiar  on  the 
islands^  that  it  is  better  to  buy  than  to 
breed  slaVeft ;  and  the  principles  of  huma- 
nity^would  be  so  fortuniitely  blended  with 
the.  notions  of  commercial  policy,  that  tbe 
felici^  of  that  unfortuntfte  class  of  beings 
vKOttld  be  finally  consulted.  So  far  was  he. 
from  thinking  that  the  islands  would  be  sa- 
crificed by  this  measure^  that  he  was  san- 
guine enough  to  believe  it  would  be  their 
salvation.  He  remembered  that  the  Re- 
striction bill  was  as  much  opposed  as  the 
present  riieasttre  of  total  abolition ;  and  yet 
the  house  had  heard  from  counsel  at  the 
bar  the  other  night,  that  those  restrictions 
had  been  productive  of  essential  benefits. 
Ue  i!oald  not  help  strongly  condemning 
ihatbvanch  of  this  disgraceful  traffic,  which 
Supplied  the  Africans  on  tbe  coasts  with  the 
ineans  of  vic^  and  debauchery ^  in  furnishing 
ihem  With  brandy  and  fire-arms  in  exchange 
for  their  slaves.  He  had  been  doubtful  if 
the  gradual  abolition  of  the  trade  would 
not  be  preiferable  to  any  sudden  interrup- 
tion to  it ;  notj  indeed,  for  the  sake  of  thoee 
i»liot$e  fortunes,  whether  as  merchants  or 
planters^  were  involved  in  it,  but  for  the^sake 
of  the  immediate  objects  of  it.  He  was  fear- 
ful, that  when  th^e  were  brought  to  the 
6oa8t,  and  no  market  was  found,  they  might 
be  mUssacrfed  on  the  dhorei  of  their  country. 
Feeling  this  appreheHsioBi  hd  enquired 
what  would  be  the  tisMi  oec^Bsary  to  ap- 
prise the  native  sfove  mercbaots  and  pre- 
vent  this  calaouty,^  aand  ho  was  tolti  tl»t  a 
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notice  of  six  or  nine  months  was  competent 
for  this  purpose.  The  timo,  therefore, 
mentioned  in  the  bill  would  be  sufficient  in 
Africa;  and  in  tbe  West  indies,  they  had 
been  already  aware  of  the  proceedings  ia 
that  house,  and  had  been,  from  regard  to 
their  own  interests,  preparing  forthe  eteot. 
He  did  not  think  be  should  discharge  his 
duty  to  his  constituents,  if  he  did  not  urge 
the  claim  the  West  India  merchants  had  on 
the  public  for  compehsation.  But  he  hoped  * 
that  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain  would 
find  in  a  more  extended  commerce^  a  more, 
lasting  compensation  than  a  pecuniary  one 
could  bestow.  It  was  natural,  imder  the 
pressure  of  oar  preserit  heavy  expenditure, 
to  look  to  the  East  and' to  thci  West  for  re^ 
sources  to  support  us  through  ear  present 
arduous  struggle.  We  ought  to  oppose  a 
great  colonial  to  a  great  coattnental  power* 
He  thought  that  our  Bast-IndiA  possessions 
were  inseparable  from  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain,  as  a  free  and  independent  naitiof^, 
but  there  ought  to  be  no  exclusive  trade  in 
the  East-India  company.  The  trade  of 
India  ought  to  be  thrown  open  to  the 
whole  body  of  British  merchants.  He  saW- 
no  reason  why  the  harbours  of  Indid  shotild 
be  open  to  the  whole  world,  and  shtft 
agaitist  British  merchants.  He  hoped  tbe 
same  enlightened  policy,  which  had  so  emi- 
nently distioguikbied  the  measures  of  the 
present  administration;  would  dictaite  §ome 
measure  which  would  do  away  this  motio- 
poly,  and  thus  compensate  for  any  loss 
which  the  slave  trade  might  occasion  tb 
the  merchants  of  Great  Britain.  I  have» 
said  tbe  hon.  gent.,*  long  resided  in  the  tdfwa 
of  Liverpocrf ;  for  30  years  I  have  never 
ceased  to  condemn  this  inhuman  traffic  ; 
and  I  consider  it  the  greatest  happiness  of 
my  existence  to  hft  up  my  voice  on  this 
(occasion  against  it,  with  the  friends  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity. 

Mr.  Lttshington  was  greatly  Surprised  to 
hear  the  opponents  of  this  bill  enter  into 
cold  calculations  of  loss  and  gain ;  for  his 
part|  he  could  never  stop  to  balance  im« 
porta  and  exports  against  justice  and  hu- 
manity; Statements  had  been*  made  by  the 
noble  lord,  vrhich  put  it  beyond  doubt  that 
oppression  and  crudty  had  been  practised 
towards  the  negroes  in  the  West  Indies* 
He  did  not  want  to  have  all  the  facts  proved 
at  the  bar  of  the  bouse,  for  if  one  half  or  a 
third  of  them  vTere  true,  enough  was  esta- 
blished to  induce  tbe  British  legislature  to 
intet-fere  in  behalf  of  those  wreiched  crea- 
tures, who  had  been  made  tbe  instruments  ol 
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gratifying  avarice  and  the  basest  passions. 
liere  the  hon*  gent,  entered  into  a  state- 
•ment  with  a  view  of  shewing  that  the  dib- 
proportion  between  the  nuinbets  of  the  tnalis 
and  fenoalcs  in  the  colonies  was  not  as  great 
^ais  bad  been  stated  by  the  counsel  for  Uu: 
.petitioners..  On  the  whole,  though  he  be- 
lieved that  the  .slaves  were  better  treated 
now  than  they  had  been  heretofore,  yet  hv 
Ibonght  that  this  was  no  reason  against  the' 
abolition  of  the  trade  with  Africa,  which 
ii«  considered  to  be  the  parent  and  fertile 
source  of  all  the  evils  and  calamities  which 
the  blacks  suffered  from  their  roasters.  He 
never,  therefore,  gave  a  vote  with  greater 
xorxliahty  than  he  should  in  favour  of  the 
•present  measure,  which  reflected  the  high- 
emt  credit  on  ministers,  and  would,  he  bad 
.no  doubt,  confer  benefit  and  security  on 
.the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  Fawkts  rose  and  spoke  to  the  follow- 
ing effect:— 'Mr.  Speaker;  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade  has  been,  for  the  last  20 
years,  so  repeatedly  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  tills  house,  and  to  the  discus-> 
sion  of.  the  great  and  pre-eminent  taient& 
-which  have  characterized  and  adorned  the 
.parliamentary  history  of  this  country,  for 
that  period  -,  that,  in  addressiog  the  house 
on  this  night,  I  iisel  my  insufficiency  to  add 
•any  argument,  either  more  new,  or  more 
cogent,  than  those  which  have  on  so  many 
•former  occasions  been  introduced.  But, 
sirr  1  rise  to  perform  a  solemn  but  volun- 
tary pledge  made  to  my  constituents,  that 
I  would  mark,  with  iny  express  reprobu- 
.tion,  a  trafiie,  the  most  unjust  and  execra- 
ble ;  a  trade,  which  has,  during  the  whole 
course  of  my  existence,  excited  the  strong- 
.est  abhorrence  in  my  mind,  and  to  resibi 
the  continuance  of  which  is  this  night  a 
proud  and  satisfactory  feeling,  enhanced 
by  the  grateful  recollection,  that  I  ha\-e 
been  enabled  to  join  with  my  hon.  and 
respected  colleague  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  in 
•the  accomplishment  of  that  object,  which 
was  the  steiody,  uneriing,  and  virtuous  aim, 
of  iiis  private  exertions  and  his  public  du- 
ties. The  noble  lord  who,  with  his  wonted 
eloquence,  and  unanswerable  reasoning, 
jnoved  this  subject,  lias,  I  trust,  fully  con* 
vinced  this  hou^e,  that  the  measure  which 
he  supports  and  recommends,  is  founded 
on  the  true  principles  of  a  sound  and  libe» 
ral  policy.  It  is  unnecessar}'  for  me  to 
follow  that  noble  locd  through  the  clear 
und  precise  statements  which  be  made,  or 
(u  advert  to  those  calculations  and  infe* 
} fences,  which  iwerc  so  ably  an4  fairly  de- 


duced.   There  are  still  powerful  reasons 
which  imperiously  sway  me  to  support  the 
abolition  of  this  trade  in  slaves,  ai»d  which 
justify  every  op})ositton  to  the  continuance 
of  a  »/btem  bottonicd  on  injustice  and  inhu- 
manity.    Amongst  those   which   I  shaH 
lake  the  liberty  of  stating  to  the  house,  the 
claims   €>f   plundered,   persecuted    Africa, 
shall  not  be  forgotten.     Nor  shall  I  satisfy 
myself  with  viewing  the  question  as  to  the 
mere  circumstance  of  dragging  these  un. 
hdppy  beings  from'  houto  and  country,  and 
iVom  relatives  and  friends,  for  transportatioR 
in  a  foreign  land ;  but  shall  extend  my  en- 
quiry to  the  moans  and  expedients  by  which 
they  are  obtained.     Tlie  condition  of  sa- 
vage life,   sir,  is    sufficiently-   deplorable, 
without  employing  human  ingenuity  to  ag- 
gravate its   incidental  calamities.      Ma», 
instructed  and  enlightened  man,  should  at 
least  endeavour  to  avoid  increasing  the  mi- 
series of  the  untutored,  and  not  pervert  the 
superiority  of  reason,  by  augmenting  evils, 
which  it  is  his  duty  to  diminish.     It  has 
been  said,  that  though   you   abolish  this 
measure,  the  wars  in  Africa  will  still  con- 
tinue  to  be  waged.     It  is  unhappily  the  lot 
of  civilized,  as  well  as  uncivilized  hfe,  that 
human  contentions  ivill  prevail,  and  that 
the  CO !)^i citing  passions  of  nations,  as  well 
as  of  individual?,  w.])]  be  exasperated  into 
mutual  rancour  and   reciprocal  hostility. 
Is  it  therefore  because  such  is  the  unhappy 
condition  of  our  natures,  that  means  are  to 
\ye  used,  and  expedients  resorted  to,  for 
the  diabolical  purpose  of  fomenting  theni } 
Is  it  because  it  is  impossible  to  subdue  the 
lust  of  aggrandizement,  or  to  circumscribe 
Uie   unprincipled  progress  of  rapine  and 
aggression,   that  an   unjust  and  inhuoian 
pursuit  must  be  continued  ?  and  that  th« 
laws  of  civilized   states,  the  laws  of  this 
our  common  country,  shall  encourage  ot 
countenance    the  inhuman    slave-dealer, 
whilst  he  hangs  on  the  rear  of  the  army, 
which  he  has  stimulated  to  carn^e  and 
slaughter,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
the  flesh  and  blood  of  his  fellow-creature, 
to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  a  sordid  and  cri* 
minal  avarice  ?  Often  has  the  poverty  of 
the  sufiiering  African  been  the  sole  cause 
of    his   persecution,    and  often    has   h\s 
person   been  consigned    to    irremediable 
slavery,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  portion 
of  brandy  with  which' he  has  been  drug* 
gcd,  to  rob  the  mind  of  its  reason,  and 
the  body  of  its  liberty.      Human  nature 
is    unfortunately  prone    to    propensities, 
which  frequently  require  the  restrictions  of 
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legislative  wisdom,  and  the  checks  of  salu- 
tary contrpuK  Crimes,  which,  if  comnoit- 
ted  at  home,  under  the  cognizance  of  those 
laws  which  restrict  the  criminal  passions, 
would  have  excited  the  strongest  senti- 
ments of  abhorrence,  may  be  committed  in 
Africa,  without  revolting  the  feelings  of  the 
scrupulous,  at  the  same  time  thai*  they 
stide  the  conscientious  remonstrances  of 
the  agents.  I  shall  not  disgust  the  house 
by  a  recital  of  those  atrocities  on  the  inno- 
cent and  unoffending.  We  have  heard 
enough  of  floating  dungeons,  ^nd  the  mer- 
ciless treatment  to  which  these  unhappy 
children  of  Africa  are  subjected,  inconse- 
quence of  that  cru^l  necessity  which  tears 
them  from  all  the  revered  coniieclious  of 
life,  from  the  social  endearments  of  father, 
husband,  and  wife ;  and  which,  not  satis- 
fied with  this  extreme  of  uijustice  and  per- 
secution, consigns  them  to  a  foreign  sho^e, 
after  a  beastly  exposure,  to  the  disposal  of 
the  highest  bidder,  to  be  appreciated  by 
him,  not  as  his  fellow  being,  endued  with 
mind  and  feeling,  but  as  an  inanimate  etlect, 
on  the  profits  of  which  he  may  voluntarily 
speculate*  Will  the  house  of  commons 
tolerate  a  traffic  always  commencing  in 
injustice,  and  frequently  terminating  in 
murder  ?  Will  it  lend  its  countenance  to  a 
system  communicating  misery  to  the  whole 
continent  of  Africa,  and  entailing  indelible 
dishonouron  the  character  of  Great  Britain  ? 
Ko ;  the  time  has  at  length  arrived,  when  the 
4rmof'(he  slave«-dealer  must  be  arrested; 
^d  when  men  who  are  anxious  to  grow 
rich,  must  first  learn  to  be  humane.  To 
assert  that  such  are  not  the  dreadful  efS^ctsof 
ibis  trade,  is  to  assume,  that  the  documeuts 
on  your  table  are  palpable  fabrications. 
But  it  has  been  said,  that  the  situation  of 
the  African  slave  in  the  West-India  colonies, 
is  preferable  to  that  of  the  British  peasant. 
First,  let  me  be  convinced,  that  ihe  slave  in 
the  colonies  etijoys  the  benefit  of  that  un- 
equalled blessing,  the  trial  by  jury;  that  he 
possesses  the  option  of  exchanging  the  nig- 
gardly and  parsimonious  employer,  for  the 
open  and  generous  master ;  and  that  he  is 
animated  with  that  proud  feeling  of  country 
which  pervades  e^very  British  bosom,  from 
the  lowest  to  the  highest  ^lass  of  our  com- 
munity* Alas  I  with  all  these  blessings,  the 
wretched  African  slave  is  perfealy  unac- 
quainted. To  the  proud  and  ennobling  sen- 
sations of  patriotisni,  his  oppressed  heart  is 
wholly  a  strtipgerr.  Africa  and  anguish 
must  be  the  CQnst^mt  feeling  which  tor. 
^nents  and  overloads  his  grief-burthencd 


soul.   'Was  there  a  possibility  of  making 
tiie experiment;  or  was  the  proposal  made 
to  permit  the  African   kboiarers,  in  your 
colonies,  to  embark  for  this  countiy,  the 
whole  tonnage  of  England  could  not  con*'  . 
vey  the  crowds  of  anxious  expectants,  which 
would  be  asseinbled'  oo  the  shores  of  your 
diiferent  West-India  islaads.     And  when- 
they  arrived  in  thb  xountry,  bow  would 
their  astopishment  be  excited,  iu  observing 
the    same    people,  who,  in    the  coloniea 
had  devoted  them  to  slayery  and  wretch- 
edness,  disencumbering  them  of  their  shaQ-r 
kles,  eutiiliug  them  to  the  benefits.of  equal 
laws,  and  elevating  them  to  the  broad  dis*  ' 
tinctioo  of  :being  free  men  in  the  freest 
couiitry  upon  the  earth  !  Among  the  many 
attempts  to  justify  tbiff  iniquitous  trafiic, 
and  amongst  the  variety  of  authorities  ci- 
ted to  prove  its  propriety,  the-  Holy  Scrips 
tures  have  by  some  been  quoted.  That  the  * 
Divine  Author  of  the  Christian  faith,  who   v. 
engaged  in  his  worldly  mission  for  the  ex*^ 
elusive  purpose  of  saving  sinners,  and  who,    . 
au thorised  by  bis  precepts,  as  He  sanctloaed 
by  his  example,  the  sublime  and  benevo-  ' ' 
lent  maxim  of  charity  to  all  men,  that  his  - 
exalted  dispensations  should  be  perverted     > 
into  a  justification  of  a  monstrous,  unjust*' 
and  inhuman  policy,  is  a  principle  at  which     ' 
religioii   shudders,  and   naorality  revolts! 
It  is  a  pri^iciple,   hostile  to  our  present 
views  and  future  expectations  ;  it  disrdbe$ 
the  Gospel  of  its  purity,  and  plunders  man* 
kind   of    their  hopes.     But  we  are  also 
told  that  slavery  has  been  co-existent  with 
the  formation  of  the  world;  that  it  has 
continued  through  all  the  progressions  of 
succeeding  ages:  so,  I  answer,  have  other 
vices ;  and  will  it  be  admitted,  that  in  the 
seventh  year  of  the  nineteenth  century,  an 
enlightened  legislature  is  called  upon  to 
support  a  system  of  injustice  and  persecu- 
tion, upon  flimsy  pretexts,  arising  out  of  . 
the  ignorance,  the  arrogance,  or  the  crimi- 
nal passions  of .  former  ages  ?   Rather  let 
us,    with  the<  sentimental  writer  of  our 
country,  exclaim,  <•  Disguise  thyself  as  thoU 
wilt,  slavery,  stiU.thou  art  a  bitter  draught  ^ 
and  though  thousauds  in  all  ages  have  been 
made  to  drink  of  thee,  thou  art  no  less 
bitter  on  that  accou-.t.''     W^ould  it  not,  I 
ask,  be  more  consonant  with  tbe.wisdona 
of  our  Creator,  to  suppose,  that  in  the 
gradual  march  and  progress  of  human  know-   . 
ledge,  the  hour  had  arrived  when  the  fet** 
tew  of  the  oppressed  and.  uncivilized  Afri- 
can were  to  disappear  before  the  light  Qf 
reason  and  religion ;  when  the  children  oj" 
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that  peraecuCed  Cji^ntiiieBt  ^re  16  be  td« 
ipiited  to  a  participatioD  of  that  bread  of 
lifet  which  wa^  aev^r  coR^niunicated  to 
individuals  or  naiioDSy  without  iiupartiog 
ffche  benefits  of  improvement,  and  the  blet* 
fings  of  aeneral  happiness  ?— One  task  yet 
ireiaains  tor  me  to  perform :  a  task  from 
^hich  I  only  shrink,  convinced  of  die  in- 
efficiency of  n^y  talents  to  dp  justice  to  the 
I^Merving  object  of  my  pane^ric.  In  an? 
licipating  the  resu^  of  this  night>  debate, 
I  aatuiaUy  look  with  reverence  and  respect 
to  that  exalted  ^nd  benevolent  individual 
(xMr.  Wiiberforce),  who  has  made  this  sig- 
nal act  of  mercy  and  justice  the  leading 
ieature  of  bis  public  lile.  I  look  with 
feelings  of- pride  to  the  result  of  those  la. 
^urs  to  which  my  honourable  and  es- 
teemed colleague  has  so  undeviatingly  de- 
voted himself*  His  actions  stand  not  in 
need  of  individual  eulogium;  he  hi^  raised 
a  monument  to  his  fame,  founded  on  the 
basis  of  universal  benevolence: 

f  Ottod  noQ  imber  fdax,  n^a  A^oilo  impotent 
B^t  diraerB,  ant  tnnnmenibilU 
▲aaofiiia  sfriety  at  fiiga  tampomoi.*' 

I  rejoice  with  him  on  the  final  itnd  glorious 
Yictoiy  which  he  is  about  tp  obtain.  I  re- 
joice in  my  country,  and  ii^  this  house,  for 
{he  great  act  of  humanity  they  appear  wil- 
ing to  comp)e^.  The  age  in  which  we 
|ive,  teems  with  ifronderf;  and  in  the 
events  which  are  daily  witnessed  by  £u* 
rope,  the  great  struggle  for  its  liberties 
may  take  place  on  English  ground*  Let 
ps  not  go  forth  with  the  wrongs  of  Africa 
as  a  weight  upon  qur  hearts ;  but  rather 
let  us  rid  our  country  of  the  sin,  and  in 
the  passing  of  this  act  of  legislative  wis 
dom  and  justice,  make  some  atonement  for 
the  too-long  injured  and  insulted  rights  of 
humanity. 

Lord  Mahon  rose,  and, in  a  maiden  speech, 
addressed  the  house  as  follows :«^In  risingi 
sir,  to  address  you  on  the  present  occasion, 
I  do  not  ic^tend  to  trespass  long  upon  the 
indulgence  of  the  house,  for  I  have  npt  the 
presuniptipn  to  suppose  that  I  ran  add 
%nj  thing  to  what  l^as  been  so  ably  and  so 
eloquently  stated  by  the  noble  lord  who 
opened  the  debate.  I  ani  impelled,  hpw- 
ever,  by  a  sense  of  duly«  to  deliver  my  opi- 
nions on  the  subject  which  is  at  present 
under  consideratiou,  and  whicj)  i^  pn- 
doubtedly  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
important  that  was  ever  debated  within 
these  walh.  I  am  airare  that  though  this 
aubjoct  has  beeti  often  discussed,  thoughi 
it  has  received  upon  many  former  occa- 


sieqf,  the  Mrett  and'iuUett  ipveaCigaUoBy* 
yet  that  i^  diffei^nce  of  opinion  uo^rtur 
nately  prevails  reapeclMig  it.  I  deeply 
lament,  sir,  that  this  tboold  be  the  case, 
but  ip  whatever  light  the  etibject  may  be 
viewed,  and  whaferer  variety  of  aeatir 
ment  may  prevail  upon  ditferent  poins  ,1 
should  w|sh  to  believe  that  with  respect  to 
the  principle  of  the  slave  trade  there  could 
exist  but  one  aentimeni  in  this  house  and 
in  the  couQtry.  |t  ia  important  to  dbtin? 
guish  the  principle  of  the  slave  trade  ifom 
those  additional  circumstancea  which  have 
served  to  aggravate  the  evil,  but  which 
might  perhaps  be  alleviated  by  wise  and 
salutary  regulations.  I  allude,  as  is  ob*- 
vious  to  every  gentleman  who  heari  me, 
to  the  miseries  of  the  middle  passage,  and 
to  the  crqelties  and  epormities  which  are 
proved  to  have  been  practised  ip  the  West- 
Indies.  These  facts  cannot,  I  think,  be 
disputed ;  they  have  been  proved  and  cir* 
cumstantiated  by  the  clearest  evidence,  and 
if  you  admit  the  facts,  ypu  roust  also  admit 
the  atrocity  of  the  slave  trade.  But^  sir, 
it  is  immaterial  to  tlye  present  question- 
whether  those  fscts  be  or  be  not  admitted, 
whether  even  those  crqdtief  and  enor* 
mities  did  or  did  pot  exist ;  the  mere  possir 
bility  of  their  existence,  the  circumstance 
that  so  many  innocent  and  unhappy  men 
groan  under  a  government  which  is  one  of 
the  most  arbitrary  and  oppresaive  that  the 
world  ever  witnessed,  this  alone  is  sufficient 
to  stamp  with  infemy  so  iniquitous  a  system; 
To  excite  our  indignation  and  abhorrence, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  kooWf  that  man 
is  bought  and  sold  by  man.  I  complain^ 
sir,  of  the  principle  of  the  slave  tradei  of  the 
principle  which  is  intimately  and  insepa- 
rably united  with  it,,  of  tiie  fundamental 
principle  upon  which  it  restr,  and  by  which 
alone  it  is  supported.  The  principle  is, 
that  British  sulgects  are  allowed  tp  tear  by 
violence  fjrom  their  home  their  fellow 
creatures;  to  takp  them  from  their  famiiy; 
apd  firom  their  friends,  and  from  all  the  en« 
dearments  of  social,  though  not  of  civilised 
life;  tp  convert  them  from  fireemen  into 
slaves,  and  to  subject  them  for  the  rei* 
mainder  of  their  l^ves  to  the  arbitrary  will 
and  wanton  caprice  of  others.  This,  air, 
is  the  principle  of  which  I  complain^  am) 
which,  I  ^ntend,  is  inconsistent  and  incom* 
pattble  with  every  notion  of  homant^  and 
justicfs.  if  we  consider  this  atil^ect  ac* 
cording  to  tliat  freat  rule  of  ChristianitVf 
of  doing  to  others  as  we  wouMthey  shouu) 
do  onto  us,  we  should  anppoae  that  irp 
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Uifon  wcmid  c6n!^i<}efably  inereafle.  Mo^y 
upon  thi9]Mt>pOBHk>n  ^  false  mU^lft  tk^ 
fotind  along  initk  of  conseqii^ticeB.;  lil^ 
the  ancient  philosopher^  who  elickiii!ied»v 
Gite  me  but  a  place  to  stapdoOy  and  I  will 
Hit  the  earth*  In  the  same  manner  yout 
pe,titioner$  have  said,  Let  as  have  but  tbebe^ 
nefit  of  one  false  assumptiouy  and  nMk. 
that  we  will  prove  the  ruin  and  deflitriie* 
lion  of  your  West-India  trade.  The«e  pe*^ 
titions  contain  certainly  mai^y  allegtftiotty 
well  calculated  to  alai-m  tlie  houflep  bat. 
they  do  not  deserve  to  be  eonddered,  un^ 
less  the  propositioflr  Upon  which  they  ar# 
founded,  could  ^nt  be  established.  If  w» 
look  at  the  present  sthte  of  St.  Dociiiingei, 
if  werefleet  upon  the  sitoaliofi  in  whioh 
it  no^r  is,  and  in  which  it  will  probaMy 
continue,  we  shall  then  sefe  whether  juM^ 
humane,  and  benefieent  itieaetires  ase  ttp| ' 
necessary  to  prevent  tbe^centagioll  oCjMft  . 
example  from  extending  to  out'  ewn  coloi 
nies:.  This  appears,  ta  ti^Ci  stf,  b»  be  a 
weighty  and  important  consideivtioB )  bat 
if  it  even  did  not  exint,  I  feel  BO'Siroag-JHl 
albhoirrence  of  this  inhnrliaiHi  imd  barbareoa 
traffic,  that ^  v^ould  lidt'hesttQ^  one  too*, 
ment  hi  votuig  for  iU  inamediatfe.alid  tpiiril. 
abolition.  .  I  would  appeal  to  those  ffintW 
meats  of  jostice,  of  btlmatiity»  of  betiCi^ioNt 
lence,  whicb  are,  I  iMaaura^  inbefeiH  in  th« 
breasts  of  all  thoae  whom  I  have  new  tM 
hononr  of  addressing.  I  woold  call  \ifqm^ 
them  in  the  name  of  sufi^ring'hiimanity»  ip. 
the  name  of  an  oppressed  aiid  injwvell  imh 
tioDy  in  th<2  name  of  theee^  wrobgi  wtndi 
have  been  suffered,  of  thope  rjfglns'^bicft 
have  been  ^oiated,  I  would  fiall  i^kmi 
them  to  stop  thie  odiofis  and  •seorabla 
traffic.  It  b  a  traffic^  air,  which  baa  biMi^ 
foreii^y  but  truly  dcvcribed-  aa  a  traffic  m 
human  blood  and  tearSf  in  tniset^  atid  aeh'^ 
fering.  I  would  call  upefi^  the  'hotM'IH 
act  in  conformity  to  the  reaelolnotia  paiwfcA 
in  the  lafet  session  of  the  late  parliameut^ 
and  whiph  form  the  fouodatioa  of  the  ttielU 
sure  which  is  uowproposed.-  And  .hens  I 
beg  leave  to  remind  the  house  of  the  t&pi^ 
nions  Which  were;  enteitained  upon  this 
subject  by  that  iHeatrtous  statemaa  wboaa 
losa  we  all  deplore;  to  whom  I  was  cou^ 
nected  by  every  tie  of  blood,  of  privala 
friendihip,  and  of  personal  obligatieB; 
and  whose  nietnoiy  I  shall  ever  cherisk 
witb  sentiments  of  love  and  gratitadev 
This  great  man,  pf  whom  i(  is  imposail 
ble  to  speak  or  to  think  but  with  lospeei^ 
employed^  upon  many  oocasiotts,  his  spl^i^ 
did  eloqoeiice  and  tvaDseeM|<u^  talimiSi  ia 


.o>3rselVei  were  in  that  siiuatioh  in  which 
we  have  placed  tlMf  unhappy  nations  of 
Africa.  I  need  pot  ask,  sir,  what  would 
he  the  feeliugs  which  would  in  such  a  case 
pervade  not  only  every  member  of  this 
lidtjse,  bat  every  individual  in  t&is  cotthtr;|. 
Then  let  us  act  upoi^  the  principles,  or 
equal  aqd  reciprocal  justice,  and  let  us  not 
oppress  and  injure  a  nation,  which  is  help* 
less  and  unprotected,  but  which  is  at  the 
same  time  innocent  and  unoffending^  Miich 
more,  sifi  might  be  said  upon  this  part 
of  the  subject,  it  is  indeed  a  copious  Uieme; 
but  I  will  not  repeat  what  has  been  so 
often  said  by  an  hon.  telation  (Mr.  Wtl* 
berfarce),  who  was  the  original  mover  of 
tliis  great  question,  and  whose  name  will 
descend  to  the  latest  posteHty,  with  never- 
fading  honour,  for  bis  zealous  and  inde- 
fatigable exertions  in  the  cause  of  sulfering 
humanity.  He  has  treated  this  subject  in 
language  much  more  eloquent,  with  argu- 
ments much  more  forcible,  than  any  which 
I  could  use,  and  I  am  sensible  tbat.  no 
words  of  mine  could  do  justice  either  to 
the  cause  itself,  or  to  my  own  feelings,  upon 
the^  subject. —With  respect,  sir,  to' the  po- 
licy of  tiie  slave  trade,  I  shall  say  only.a 
ver}*^  few  words,  because  t  do  not  imagine 
that  a  shadow  of  doul[rC  can  remain  upo^ 
the  mind  of  any  one  after  the  conclusive 
reasonings  which  we  have  heard.  I  cannot 
.coincide  in  opinion  with  those  who  repre- 
sent the  slave  trade  as  politic  and  expe- 
dient. 1  believe'  it  will  be  found  upon  this 
as  upon  every  other  subject,  that  nothing 
is  really  politic,  that  nothing  is  really  ex* 
pedient,  or  condncive  to  the  interests  of  this 
or  of  any  other  country,  that  is  not  con«- 
formable  to  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
justice.  Whenever  this  subject  has  been 
agitated  in  the  house,. a  number  of  peti- 
tions have  been  presented,  complaining  of 
the  evil  consequences  which  it  is  appre- 
hended would  result  from  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade.  These  petitions  are 
founded,  however,  on  the  assumption  of  a 
proposition,  which  is  wholly  inadmissible. 
It  is  maintained#that  if  tko  skves  are  im- 
ported into  Our  West-India  islands,  those 
colonies  could  not  be  cultivatecjl.  This  is 
a  proposition  not  only  false  and  unfounded, 
bnt  which  has  been  repeatedly  confuted  bv, 
thbse  Who  are  better  qualified  thitn  myself! 
tC!  discuss  it.  I  believe  the  contrary  to  be' 
the  case ;  1  believe  that  if  the  importation| 
^'slaves  were  to  be  stopped  to-morrow,' 
those  colonies  would  fldunsh»  and  would  | 
piosper,  and,  I  km  sore  that*  their  populi^ 
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ur^joig  the  adoption  of  Uui^trnMsore  which 
11  now  propoaed.    L  trust  opon  all  these 
gn>uoda,  tbiat  the  bouae  ia  now  arriyed. af- 
ter full,  mature,  and  deliberata  diacussioD, 
at  the  ooinpletioo  of  4bi8  great  work,  the 
noat  honourable  and  glorioua  tbat  was 
ever  consummated*     We  are  now  called 
upon  to  decide  whether  we  will  sanction 
the  continuante  of  a  system  which  would 
disgrace  times  and  countries  the  most  bar- 
barous and  uncivilized ;  whether  we  will 
^suffer  this  stain  to  tarnish  the  lustre  of  our 
national  character ;  whether,  when  we  com- 
plain so  often  and  so  loudly  of  the  injus. 
tice,  violence,  and  oppression  of  ourene- 
mies,  we  will,  suffer  still  greater  instances 
of  iujustice,  violence,  and  oppression,  to 
exist  in   any  part  of   the  British  domi- 
pionsi  I  eame$tly  hope  that  the^  house 
lirill  not  separate  this.mght,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  it  will  not  retire  home  without  the 
heart-felt  satisfaction  of  discharging  a  sa- 
ered  and. solemn  duty  which  they  owe  to 
themselves,  to  their  country,  and  to  their 
God.    There  is,  sur,  only  one  considerar 
tion  more  which  I  wish  to  paentiou  before 
I    conclude*     Engaged   as   we  unfortu- 
nately are  in  a  war  .of  unparalleled  dan- 
ger and   indefinite   duration,  contending 
with  an  enem>  tbeiooost  powerful  that  ever 
exisiedf  standing  ^ne,  as  we  do,  amidst 
the  wreck  and  ruin  of  surrounding  nations, 
it  behoves  us  not  only  to  think,  but  to  act 
conformably  to  that  part  of  the  king's  de- 
claration, in  which  it  is  said^  that  his  ma- 
jesty relies  with  confidence  on  the  protec* 
tion  and  support  of  pivine  Providence* 
Sir,  I  ask  with  what  righ(  wecan  venture  to 
expect  the  protection  ^nd  support  of  the  Al- 
mighty^ if  we  continue  in,  so  flagrant  a  man< 
ner  to  violate  bis  laws,  if  we  continue  a  sys- 
tem founded  in  injustice,,  and  which  is  ne- 
cessarily produjctive  of  violence  and  oppres- 
sion ?  Let  us  wash  our  hands  clean  of  this 
foul  pollution,  let  us  ^ct  upon  the  ..prin- 
ciples of  equal  apd  impartial  justice,  and 
we  may  tlien  look,  with   pious  but  firm 
confidence,  to  the  protection  and  ^pport  of 
that  Supreme  Disposer  of  events,  in  whose 
hands  victory  is  placed;  who  disposes  of 
the  fate  of^  empires,  and  who  can  in  an  in- 
stant crusU  aud  annihilate,  that  tremen- 
dous and  gigantic  power,  which  for  reasons 
known  only  to  Himself,  He  baa  thojught  fit 
to  raise  up.ifor  the  terror  and  punishment 
of  £urope«    It  is  only  by  these  means,  it  is 
only  by  acting  upon.thesQ  principles,  that  we 
can  hopefor  success,  and  tbatwecan  be  ena 
j)led  tOflpqk  without  dismay  to  the  issue  of 


this  mwful  aiH)  mig^faly  oonjest.  I  have  only^ 
sir,  to  apologise  for*  having  tre^assed  so 
loQg  and  to  unworthily  on  the  piitieoce  of 
the  house,wbich  I  feel  was  unneceasary,  after 
the  long  speech  fraught  with,  eloquence  and 
sdom,  wf.ich  was  delivered  by  the  noble 
d  (Howick),  who  sits  on  the  beqch  ^low 
me«'  and  I  shall  therefore  conclude  with 
declaring  my  zealous  and  cordial  .concur- 
rence in  the  motion  wbich  he  has  made. 

Lord  Milton,  though  he  felt  extreaie  dif- 
fidence in  offering  biofiself  to  the.  ho^ae,. 
could  not  suffer  a  subject  of  such  interest  * 
and  magnitude  to  pass,  without  offering 
his  sentiments  upon  it.  .  The  argi|meQts 
offered  on  the  other  side,  so  far  from  weak- 
enmg*  had  tended  to  strengthen  and  con  firm 
the  opinion, he  had  always  entertained, 
that  the  slave  trade  was  contrary  not  only 
to  justice  and  humanity,  but  also  to  sound 
pplicy*  That  the  slave  populati9n  did  not 
keep  up  its  numbers  in  the  course  of  na- 
ture, was  to  him  a  sufficient  proof  of  bad 
treatment ;  and  when  the  abolition  of  the 
trade  should  have  .-.created  an  interest  to 
give  Jthem  better  treatment,  he  was  certain 
the  spe<;ies  would  multiply.^.  As  long  .as 
the  irade  was  continued,  Britmn  woujd  be 
giving  a  pren^iium  to  rapine  and  murder, 
and  prevail  ting  .the  progress  of  civilization 
on  the  coa^t  of  Africa.  "  Fiat  justitia;  ruat 
ccclum."  Though  the  merchants  of  Liver^ 
pool  might  suffer  some  .loss,  let  this  foul 
stain  be  washed  from  the  character  of  the 
nation*  He.  had  often  beard  the  8enti<r 
ments  of  that  lamented  statesman,  whom 
he  was  proud  to  call  bis  friend,  (Mr.  Fox) 
on  this,  subject,  aqd  he  was  happy  in  gi- 
ving his  aid  to  tbe'completion  of  the  valu-^ 
able  bequest  which  that  distinguished  man 
had  left  to  his  friend^  and  country  iu  this 
great  measure* 

Mr,  Bathur&t  said,  that  though  he  co-* 
incided  witii  the  different  members  who  had 
spoken  as  to  the,  principle  of  the  trade,  he 
.was  pot  prepared  to  go  so  far  as  the  policy 
of  immediately  abolishing  it«  He  thought 
the  present  population  not  equal  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  cobniM,  and  that  if  the 
importation  of  negroes. Trom  Africa  was 
immediately  stopped,  either  the  planters 
would  suiSiir  considerably  in  their  proper- 
lies,  or  illegal  means  woi^ld  be  resorted  to, . 
to  obtain  a  supply.  He  recommended  a 
tax  on  the  importation  of  fresh  negroes, 
as  a  measure  which  would  ultimately,  lead 
to  a  total  abolition.  Sufficient  notificatio(i ' 
had  not  been  ^iven,  ^in  his  opinion,  to  ihe 
parties  interested;  tlus  being  the  only  tiofve 
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chirii^  the  discussion  of  the  question,  that 
tho  two  bouses  of  parliament  were  likely 
to  agree  in  this  measure.  The  hon.  gent, 
entered  into  a  calculation  ot*  the  number 
of  births  and  burials,  and  concluded  with 
some  observations  on  the  causes  which 
operated  against  the  increase  of  negro  po- 
pulation. 

Sir  Jokn  Day/«.— >Mf.  Speaker;   I  am 
aware  how  hopeless  the  wish,  even  if  1 
possessed  the  power  of  engagbg  the  at* 
tention  of  the  house,  upon  a  subject  al- 
ready so  exhausted;  and,  therefore,  if  1 
Cannot  hope  to  be  new,  I  shall  at  least 
endeavour  to  be  short;  but  I  feel  also, 
.  that  in  addressing  a  British  audience  in  the 
cause  of  justice  aud  hurhanity,  an  apology 
would  be  little  less  than  an  ofiencei    Th^ 
able  statement  of  thenoble  lord  (Hbwick), 
and-  the  eloquent  speech  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Yorkbhire,  have,  by  anticipating 
much  of  what  I  had  to  cffiir^  considerably 
increased  my  difficulties  in  addressing  the 
house,  for  I  feel  that  it  would  be  as  inju- 
dicious with  regard  to  myself,  as  Injurious 
to  the  cause  I  have  at  heart,  were  I,  byre- 
petition,  to    weaken    what  has   been  so 
strongly  and  so  irresistibly  established.    1 
shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  observing 
upon  what  has  been  urged  by  the  counsel 
at  your  bar,  and  what  has  fallen  in  the 
course  of  this  night's  debate.    The  learned 
counsel   (Mr.  Dallas),    in    his    ingenious 
speech,  laid  much  stress  upon  the  policy  of 
continuing  this  trade.  Now,  sir,  I  positively 
deny  that  any  policy  can  be  sound,  that 
is  grafted  upon  injustice  and  oppression ; 
but  least  of  all  can  British  policy  rest  upon 
such  foul  and  hollow  grounds.     Biit,  ifl 
had  any  doubts  on  the  score  of  policy, 
they  would  have  been  removed  when  I  re-^ 
fleet,  that  the  two  greatest  men  this  or  any 
othercouutry  ever  produced,  differing  upon 
almost  all  other  points,  agreed,  not  upon 
the  humanity  and  justice  merely,  but  upon 
the  sound  poUcy  of  the  measurei  as  con. 
nected  with  the  general  interest  of  the  em- 
pire and  its  colonies;  thus  clubbing,  if  I 
may  say  so,  their  great  talents  in  favour  of 
the  present  measure.     But,  sir,  an  addi. 
tional  proof  of  its  poltey  is  deducible  from 
the  undivided  sentiments  of  his  majesty's 
present  ministers;  not»  indeed,  from  their 
power,  for  that  would  never  induce  me  to 
give  an  opinion  contrary  to  my  feelings,  or 
to  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  true  interest  of 
my  country,  but  because  the  great  respon- 
sibility resu  with  them,  of  giving  a  due  di- 
rection to  the  policy  of  the  country ;  and, 


beside,  they  are  free  from  the  influence  of 
personal  interest  or   of   local   prejudice, 
whereas,  many  of  those  who  oppose  the 
measure  have  6n  interest  in  the   event, 
or  are  pleading  for  friends  who  have ;  and 
though  I  impute  none  but  the  purest  mo« 
tives  to  those  gentlemen,  yet  it  is  in  the 
nature  of  roan,  that  a  bias  will  impercep- 
tibly and  invokntarily  insinuate  itself  into 
the  opinions  of  meUf  whose  personal  ad. 
vantage  i»  mixed  with  public  measures; 
whereas  personal  interest,  if  it. could  have 
any  weight  with  ministers,  must  operate  in 
a  contrary  direction,  for  we  all  know  that 
the  anti-abolitionists  have  a  strong  force  in 
parliament,  whereas,  there  is  not  a  single 
vote  to  be  got  on  the  whole  continent  of 
Africa.     He  also  called  for  your  justice 
and  humanity,  but,  strange  to  tell,  he  ap- 
plied those  terms,  not  to  the  oppressed,  but 
to  the  proud  oppressor— not  to  him  who 
suffered,  but  to  him  who  did  the  wrong.— 
The  next  argument  of  the  learned  counsel 
was,  that  our  a'ncestors  having  permitted 
the  Slave  Trade  for  250  years,  we  should 
continue  it.     Now,  sir,  with  every  respect 
for  our  ancestors,  I  never  can  admit  this 
doctrine;  first,  because  I  do  riot  believe  the 
last  age  more  enlightened  than  the  present, 
for  we  have  their  experience  added  to  our 
own,  and  that  in  periodsr  more  eventful  than 
they  Hved  in ;  and  next,  because  if  once 
admitted,  the  same  compliment  must  be 
paid  to  their  ancestors,  and  so  back  ad  infi- 
nitum,  until  it  terminated  in  a  paradox, 
that  the  darkest  ages  were  the  most  en- 
lightened— and  as  to  the  length  of  time,  if 
they  have  had  the  benefit  of  this  iniqui. 
tons  trade  for  250  years,  they  may  be  to. 
lerably  well  satisfied  to  part  with  it  now. 
But  it  is  said,  that  the  petitioners  are  taken 
•by  surprise,  and  they  pray  that  the  aboli- 
tion may  t)e  gradual.     Why,  they  must 
have  been  asleep  for  the  last  20  years  : 
if  they  have  laid  out  money  within  that 
period,  they  must  be  wr<etched  speculators, 
or  they  would  have  seen  that  the  question 
must  force-  itself  upon  the  legislature — 
"  Magna  est  Veritas  et  pnevalebit."    The 
learned  counsel,  as  also  the  member  for 
Liverpool,  have  stated  that  a  numbe-  of 
ships  have  been  built  for  the  Slave  Trade 
which  would^not  answer  for  any  other,  and 
that  docks  have  been  built  for  those  ships 
which  would   be  useless  if  the  bill  took 
place,  and  that  if  Liverpool  gave  up  the 
slave  trade,  other  countries  would  take  it 
up.    This  argument  would  justify  robbery 
of  any  kiod ;  and  let  us  see  to  what  an  ex*^ 
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tml  it  might  kep«Aid«  8vppoie«h%b- 
mySMA  «ho«ld  urge  at  «ii  •■case*  Ibat  ii 
u  true  Im  did  fob  tbe  in«o»  but  it  was  be- 
qaese  be  kaew  that  if  he  did  boc.  Will  Bag- 
ebeA  geog  woold*  and  ibai  oioreover  it 
tttraed  out  a  profitable  job ;  and  suppose 
thai  whea  pietted  to  ieUiK|ulth  so  dis* 
gnwaAil  an  i>ecupation«  he  should  answer, 
^  hot  I  have  goM  to  great  cxpence  in  pnr- 
**  cbaaing  horses,  which  would  be  9t  for  no- 
'«  thing  else  hut  tha  highway.  I  hate 
^  httik  aiahlet,  bat  they  will  suit  none  but 
^  higbwafOMn's  horses,  and  I  hare  pur* 
^  ebted  pistols  and  blonderbutsee  at  a 
^  great  expenoe,  wbich  would  be  naeleai 
^  in  any  other  ealUng."  I  mention  thiS| 
•Mrely  to  shew  how  kx  the  argument 
might  be  carriedy  and  not  mi  a  oompariion ; 
fi>r  though'  BO  men  has  been  more  un- 
kandiomely  treated  |^  highwayoieu  tlian 
effjfteir,  yet  I  would  not  degrade  their  pro- 
iwsion  by  comparing  it  with  the  ekve 
Irade.  The  robber  may  be  compelled  by 
hui^ ;  besidet,  he  ritks  his  life  in  the  at^ 
lempt,  and  be  has  not  tbe  presumption  to 
any,  that  he  benefits  those  he  robs ;  more- 
over, be  does  not  ask  compensation  foir 
giving  up  the  trade*— ^t.  Domingo,  has 
been  mentioned,  an4  spies  are  said  to  have 
been  sent  from  thence  to  excite  revolt  in 
Jamaica.  I  admit  that  St.  Domingo,  in 
its  pretent  state,  is  not  a  good  neighbour, 
but  emissairiee  would  be  seat  if  this  question 
ver^  never  agitated,  and  the  efieets  of  the 
abolition  wouM  be  to  counteract  any  such 
a^tteropts,  as  it  would  tend  to  make  .tbe  si* 
tuatton  of  the  oq^^roes  more  comfortable, 
luid  therefore  they  would  be  less  likely  to 
revolt*  and  especially  as  tbe  newly-imported 
African  waa  much  more  dangerous  than 
the  man  bom  in  the  island ;  and  it  mutt 
be  remembered  that  Dessalines  bimtelf  was 
an  imported  African.  If  spies  were  sent 
by  the  black  government,  it  musl  prooeed 
from  sympathy,  and  if  sent  by  the  French, 
it  would  have  beea  done  to  injure  the  Bri- 
tish iutertots,  e^ally,  had  tbe  abohtion 
never  beea  mentioned.,  It  ia  said  it  is  a 
benefit  to  the  African  to  bo  carried  to  the 
West  Indies.  What,!  to  be  tosa  from  the 
boso.m  of  his  family  at.Uie  midni^t  hour, 
and  in  the  unsuspeettng  security  of  sleep, 
.  askl  be  transported  in  ohains:  to  eternal 
^avery,  and  Uiie  is  the  gracious  boon  of  the 
^ave  captaioa  to  the.  wretched  inhabitants 
of  that  iU4iated  country !  I  admire  their 
ideas  of  humanity^  O  amiable  j^ibatbro^ 
lustsl    O  benevolent  crus«def^  f   tfkui  to 


lout  pilgrimage,  purely  to  impart  happiness 
to  the  sable  soot  6f  sorrow !  But  how  if 
this  kindness  returned?— by  ingratitude^ 
worsb  than  the  sin  of  witchcraft.  The 
African  is  so  stupid  and  so  sulky,  thai  he 
neither  perceives  nor  acknowledges-  the 
bleasing^  thus  conferred  upon  him.  But 
how  presumptnoas  is  man,  to  square  tbe 
hapi^nem  of  othet  beings  by  auy  ideal 
standard  of  bis  own !  To  what  abBurdity« 
as  well  as  cruelty,  would  this  lead  I  I  re^ 
member  seeing  a  poacher  in  a  warren  sewing 
op  the  mouth  of  his  ferret  to  prevent  it  ti^ 
juring  the  for  of  the  rabbiUt  and  upon  my 
remonstrating  against  tbe  cruelty,  he  posi-^ 
tivrfy  aaiertml  that  the  animal  liked  the 
operation.  Great  stress  has  beea  laid 
upon  the  opiDiooB  of  governors,  and  par- 
tkularly  Uiose  of  the  two  gentlemen  la$t 
in  the  government  of  Jamaica.  Sir,  I  hav^ 
long  known  the  character  of  those  excellent 
officers  to.  be  in  the  highest  degree  re- 
spectable. But  the  stUiation  of  governor 
does  in  a  great  degreie  prevent  tbe  posai- 
bility  o|  obtaining  accurate  informations 
Every  thing  heh^ass  pMitt  be  through  an 
interested  medium^  On  his  visits  he  would 
see  nothing  but  cheerfulness.  Every  face^ 
whether  white  or  black,  would  be  dressed 
in  holiday  smilee-»he  would  never  bear  ther 
seereta  of  the  prison  house.  Besides,,  thef 
domestic  slaves  and  the  artizans^  being 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  masters- 
are  free  from  the  tyranny  of  tbe  driver^ 
If  governors  in  general  are  liable  to  be  de^ 
ceived  by  appearances,  those  who  have 
been  in  that  situatba  pending  this  question 
cannot  be  less  so;  the  higher  you  gp  inr 
rank  for  ioliprmaiion,  the  lower  you  de- 
scend  in  the  sci^e  of  evidence ;  what  you 
migl^  gain  in  weight  of  authority,  you 
would  lose  in  weight  of  testimony.  Here' 
the  hon.  general  stated  several  striking; 
fiicts  illustrative  of  the  cruelty  exercised 
upon  slaves,  which  had  Men  under  hi^ 
own  observatMHi,  during  the  former  war  inr 
the  British  Province  of  South  Carolina. 
These  instances  I  adduce,  (said  he)  as 
bearing  upon  tbe  general  question^  of  the 
slave  tnidei;  but  whicb  I. disclaim  as  Imviug 
any  referenoe  to  the  West'-India  traders^' 
and.  pl^iiera,  fov  whom  I  un^sigiiedly  pro* 
fess  a  high  respOet;  lor  many  o^  them,  in* 
dividuaily,.  uncera  petnoaeK  regard ;.  and 
[particula-^  my  hom^iitoad'O'ii  the  opposite 
jsade(N&;Barbam)^who  has  manil^ftted  die^ 
!distn«erestednead  of  his  niatdy  miod,.b]r 
I  voting  :for  tho  abohtton  of  tWe  slave  trade,; 
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interest.  But  the  oppressioo  I  have  wit- 
nessed, teDcb  to  shew  the  danger  of  trusting 
man  with  unlimited  power  over  his  fellow 
man,  particularly  where  the  base  and  low 
are  **  clothed  with  a  little  brief  authority." 
The  impression  has  ever  since  rested  upon 
my  mind ;  for,  **  taught  by  that  Power  that 
pities  roe,  I  learn'd  to  pity  them/'  But  a 
new  and  monstrous  doctrine  has  lately 
sprung  up,  that  the  slave  trade  is  justified 
by  Scripture:  what  shall  we  say  to  the 
presumption,  that  calls  ^own  the  divine 
attributes  of  Justice  and  Mercy,  in  aid  of 
this  unhallowed  traffic)  will  any  one  pre- 
sume to  say,  that  the  black  man  is  not 
called  into  existence,  by  the  same  fiat  of 
Omnipotence,  that  has  summoned  the  white 
man  from  the  dust,  to  bear  the  image  of 
his  Maker  ?  Are  we  not  taught  '*  to  do  unto 
others  as  we  would  they  should  daunto  us  f* 
are  we  not  commanded  to  <*  love  our  neigh- 
bours as  ourselves  ?"  This  benevolent  doc- 
trine does  not  apply  solely  to  the  man  who 
lives  next  door;  but  to  all  our  fellow  so- 
journers in  this  transitory  world.  There 
is  no  restriction  as  to  colour.  We  are  not 
told  to  love  the  white  and  hate  the  black 
neighbour:  strauge,  that  the  subtle  fluid, 
which,  circulating  under  the  membrane  of 
the  skin,  gives  to  divers  nations  their  va- 
rious hues,  should  be  the  boundary  between 
liberty  and  slavery— between  love  and  ha- 
tred I  but  above  all,  cau  we  forget  the  great 
commandments,  **  thou  shalt  not  steal, 
thou  shalt  do  no  murder  ?"  And,  though 
I  do  not  impute  those  crimes  immediately 
to  the  British  trader ;  yet  if  by  exciting 
the  cppidity  of  the  native  princes  vire  should 
encourage  war  and  rapine,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  slaves,  we  should  not,  1  fear, 
be  held  guiltless  in  the  sight  of  Heaven,  of 
the  sin  attendant  upon  those  crimes.  Be- 
fore I  sit  down,  let  me  congratulate  the 
hon.  member  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  upon  the 
effects  produced  by  his  unwearied  industry, 
bis  indefatigable  zeal,  and  his  impressive 
eloquence,  in  thus  bringing  to  a  happy  con- 
clusion, a  measure,  which  does  so  much  ho- 
nour to  his  head  and  heart,  and  which 
washes  out  this  foul  stain  from  the  pure 
ermine  of  the  national  character. 

The  5o/ict^or-GMera/ said,  he  was  sorry  the 

right  hoc.  gent,  who  spoke  last  but  one, 

hikd  displayed  the  principles  that  bad  fallen 

6qiii  him ;  for,  in  the  present  state  of  the 

IMteMs  of  the  house,  it  was  not  those 

^^K^^pt  fcumanity  and  justice,  not  for 

^^^^^P  -  oppressors,  that  the 

-^^^V  ioo  had  to  £sar,  but 


those  who,  while  they  agreed  in  the  pro« 
priety  of  the  abolition,  were  for  deferring 
the  execution  of  it.  The  immediate  abo- 
lition was  the  only  remedy  for  the  evils.  Mr, 
Parke  had  proved  that  the  negroes  who 
were  not  sold,  far  from  being  massacred, 
were  kept  in  a  milder  sort  of  slavery  in 
Africa.  There  was  no  -evidence  of  any 
such  massacre  having  ever  taken  place.  He 
argued  to  the  fact,  that  no  such  massacre 
ever  took  place  from  the  frequent  varia- 
tions in  the  amount  of  the  demand  for  ne- 
groes, and  consequently  the  supply  to  an^ 
swer  that  demand.  When  the  demand  wai 
suddenly  increased,  as  it  was  on  the  settle- 
ment of  Trinidad,  whole  families  must 
have  been  dragged  forth  to  answer  the  de- 
maud.  He  cited  several  cases  of  horrid 
cruelty^  in  which  the  law  was  inadequate 
to  do  justice  to  the  Blacks,  and  with  re- 
spect to  which  the  Whites  acknowledged  no 
community  of  law,  nor  of  justice,  nor  of  spe- 
cies. He  concluded  with  an  eloquent  re- 
presentation of  the  gratitude  the  vote  oi 
this  night  would  call  forth  from  posterity, 
and  of  the  happiness  which  many  of  the 
younger  members,  who  were  present,  would 
have  in  beholding  what  they  had  anticipated 
with  all  the  generous  ardour  of  youth,  ex^ 
pressed  by  some  of  them  in  a  corresponding 
glow  of  language  upon  the  benign  effects  oi 
this  measure  upon  the  negroes,  the  whole 
property  of  the  colonies,  and  upon  the  prch 
sperity  of  the  empire  at  large.  When  he 
looked  to  the  man  at  the  head  of  the  French 
monarchy,  surrounded  as  he  was  with  all 
the  pomp  of  power,  and  all  the  pride  of 
victory,  distributing  kingdoms  to  his  fa- 
mily, and  principalities  to  his  followers, 
seeming,  when  he  sat  upon  his  throne,  to 
have  reached  the  summit  of  human  ambii 
tiou,  and  the  pinnacle  of  earthly  happiness, 
and  when  be  followed  that  man  into  his 
closet  or  to  his  bed,  and  considered  the 
pangs  with  which  his  solitude  must  be  tor^ 
tured,  and  his  repose  banished,  by  the  re- 
collection of  the  blood  he  had  spilled,  and 
the  oppressions  he  had  committed  ;  and 
when  he  compared  with  those  pangs  of  re^ 
morse,  the  feelings  vrbich  must  accompS'^ 
ny  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  from 
that  house  to  his  home,  after  the  vote  of 
that  night  should  have  confirmed  the  ob- 
ject of  his  humane  and  unceasing  labours ; 
when  he  should  retire  into  the  bosom  of 
his  happy  and  delighted  family,  when  he 
should  lay  himself  down  on  hit  bed,  reflects 
iog  on  the  innnmerable  voices  that  would 
be  raised  in  eveiy  quarter  of  the  world  to 
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b1P89  him ;  bow  rouch  more  pure  and  per- 
iVct  felicity  must  he  enjoy  in  the  con« 
bciousness  of  having  pre:«rvf*d  to  many 
hiiiliobB  of  bis  fellow^creatures,  than  the 
man  wi(h  whom  be  had  compared  him,  on 
the  tbione  to  which  he  bad  waded  through 
'6lau^llUr  and  oppression. 

Mr  Ilibberl  rose,  and  spoke  in  substance 
as  follows :— I  rise  very  reluctantly,  sir,  to 
trespass  upon  the  house  at  this  late  hour, 
iind  immediately  after  a  speech  as  impres- 
tively  eloquent  perhaps  as  any  that  was 
ever  delivered  within  these  walls;  but 
Vxtensively  connected  as  I  am,  and  have 
long  been,  with  the  commerce  of  the 
West  Indies,  and  having  now  for  the  first 
tjme  aseat  in  this  house,  during  any  debate 
upon  til  is  question,  it  may  be  expected 
thai  I  should  not  let  it  pass  with  merely  a 
sileut  vote  ;  and  I  will  hope  too,  that,  al- 
tboucli  the  subject  has  been  so  fully  and 
so  in  quently  canvassed  within  the^e  walls, 
1  may  be  pardoned,  should  I  appear,*  thus 
circuipstanced,  either  to  recur  to  what  may 
have  been  amply  discussed,  or  to  question 
what  may  have  been  generally  admitted  in 
the  course  of  former  debates  in  this  bouse. 
I  am  av\are  that,  in  declaring  my  counec- 
tiou  with  tlie  West-India  trade,  I  subject 
myself  directly  to  the  charge  of  a  bias  of 
interest,  which  we  have  recently  been  told 
has  ilouded  the  understandings  and  blun- 
ted the  feelings  of  that  class  of  persons. 
Sir,  there  are  others  in  thts  house  who  can 
better  JLidge.  than  I  can,  whether  my  under- 
standing and  my  feelings  have,  in  fact,  been 
Si)  perverted,  and  whether,  in  extending  re- 
lief to  the  calamities  which  in  this  Hfe,  and 
in  this  country,  one  sees,  God  knows,  often 
enough  occurring  around  us,  I  am  or  am 
not  as  prompt  iind  zealous  as  my  neigh. 
hours:  and  >et,  sir,  I  must  say,  that  after 
more  than  ^2 5  years  extensive  connection 
with  the  islunfi  of  Jamaica,  during  the  grea- 
ter  part  c;f  which  period  this  question  has 
agitated  the  public  mind,  and  the  delibera- 
"tirns  of  the  legislature,  1  have,  as  impar- 
tially as  I  knew  bow,  given  to  it  my  utmost 
at. ent.ou— derived,  froni  every  source  I 
could  coinijiand,  mtofmation  concerning  it 
— endeavoured  to  obtain  results  consistent 
and  satisfactory  to  my  mind— and  am  still 
but  the  more  and  more  confirmed  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  object  of  the  bill  now  before 
iis.  Icannot,  however,  but  think  it  bard, 
sir,  thai  West-India  proprietors  and  mer- 
chants, persons  not  destitute  of  lilentsand 
edi.ration,  and  certainly  having  the  mean 
^einff  v/ell  informed  on  this  subject;,  arc  yet 


in  a  inanner  banished  from  the  conrt,  while 
their  interests  and  tlieir  properties  are  liti« 
gated  :  tbey  are  not  allowed  to  be  either 
judge,  jury,  witnesSf  or  party ;  for  they  arc 
told  that  they  quite  niistake  their  own  inte- 
retts,  and  that  others  know  much  better 
than  they  do  what  is  cood  for  tbem.  Now 
surely,  sir*  they  should  either  be  listened 
to  as  disinterested  evidence,  or  their  par- 
tial interest  shoiild  be  admitted  as  proof  of 
the  risk  which  their  property  is  incurring  ; 
and  the  public,  so  far  as  |t  is  concerned  with 
them,  ought  to  be  aware  of  the  extent  of 
the  sacrifice  which  it  may  be  called  upon 
to  make. — ^Whatever  concessions  may  have 
been  made  by  those  who  have  preceded  me 
in  the  debate,  I  cannot,  sir,  grant  at  the 
outset,  that  this  bill  is  unquestioqably 
grounded  upon  humanity  and  justice,  and 
then  debate  it  as  a  matter  of  expedi. 
enty  and  policy.  There  can  be  no  dispute 
about  the  obligation  of  those  great  princi- 
ples— it  is  eternal  and  immutable  as  is  their 
nature ;  and  if  yoli  admit  that  the  present 
measure  is  their  necessary  dictate,  the  dis« 
pute  is  at  an  end.  I  cannot  stand  here, 
and,  in  opposition  to  tbemi  calculate  the 
advantage  of  an  increased  production  of 
sugar  and  coffee:  but. if  I  had  been  told, 
not  of  this  measure  now  proposed  to  us, 
but  of  any  measure  that,  although  it  vea^ 
indisputably  enjoined  by  every  principle  of 
justice  and  humanity,yet  that  in  the  course 
of  almost  20  years  discussion,  it  had  upt 
been  able  to  make  its  effective  progre^ 
through  the  British  parliament  (recommen- 
ded, at  the  same  time,  by  the  cry  of  the 
people  out  of  doors,  and  by  an  union  of 
the  greatest  talents  within),  until  it  re« 
ceived  the  protecting  hand  of  his  majesty's 
principal  minister  in  either  house,  I  should 
say,  **  it  is  impossible ;  there  must  be  soma 
mistake  in  the  application  of  these  great 
principles  to  the  measure;"  it  is  one  of 
those  perhaps  which,  grounding  itself  dppxi 
existing  and  acknowledged  abuses,  attenipts 
to  accomplish  objects  beyond  the  reach  of 
legislation,  assumes  a  standard  of  human 
perfection  which  experience  does. not  jus- 
tify, and  puts  into  hazard  existing  establish^ 
ments,  which,  though  imperfect,  confer 
much  publio  land  much  private-  JDenefit, 
with  a  promise  of  substituting  what  e^st^ 
only  in  visionary  theory.  I^  so,'  the  mea- 
sure must  be  the  occasion'of  just  jealousy 
to  ia  wise  legislature,  as  approaching,  in 
feature  and  character,  to  those  wild  projectis 
of  reform,  to  which  the  spirit  of  mbdern 
philanthropy  has  given  birth;  and  ofwhich 
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the  civilized  world  has  lately  seen  the  terri- 
ble results— projects,  sir,  that  have  univer- 
sally pro\^d  subversive  of  their  objects, 
aud  have  collaterally  caused  a  aiass  of  mi- 
sery and  destruction,  of  which,  to  give 
even  a  faint  and  imperfect  description,  will 
puzzle  the  most  eloquent  of  those  who  shall 
attempt  to  convey  to  posterity  a  record  of 
the  present  times.— -What  is  it,  sir,  that 
could  have  resisted  a  measure,  which  had 
been  unquestionably  built  upon  those  great 
principles  ?  Is  it  the  opposition  of  the  West- 
India  body  in  parliament  ?  Alas,  sir,  who 
ever  heard  of  them  as  combined  into  a  po. 
litical  phalanx  or  squad,  displaying,  in  this 
or  in  the  other  house,  a  compact  and  regu- 
lar front  in  critical  moments  uf  the  battle, 
and,  by  judicious  manoeuvres  and  co-opera- 
tions with  other  bodies,  giving  and  recei- 
ving mutual  assistance  and  support  ?  I  will 
not  say,  whether,  had  they  done  so,  they 
would  have  stood  here  now  defenceless  as 
they  do;  but  I  have  known  the  West-In- 
dia body  long,  and  never  saw  them  thus 
arrayed  and  disciplined.  In  fact,  they 
have  felt  tl;eir  intimate  connection  with  all 
the  leading  interests  of  the  mother  coun- 
try ;  t4iey  could  trace  all  the  profit  of  their 
labours  into  every  channel  where  it  might 
benefit  the  British  capitalist,  manufactu- 
rer, and  landholder;  they  have  looked 
upon  the  merchant,  the  banker,  the  manu- 
facturer, the  landholder,  the  soldier,  and 
the  seaman  in  this  house  as  their  represen- 
tatives, and  they  have  experienced'  occa- 
sionally support  from  them  all :  more  par. 
ticularly  must  I  declare,  with  heart- felt  gra- 
titude, that  in  every  rank  of  the*  British 
navy,  the  colonists  have  found  friends. 
I  believe,  sir,  I  may  say,  that  the  British 
tars  are  with  us  to  a  man  :  this  I  cannot  but 
look  upon  as  a  favourable  omen  to  our 
cause ;  and  since  those  gallant  fellows  have 
protected  and  saved  their  country  in  the 
hour  of  its  greatest  danger,  and  fixed  the 
British  name  beyond  all  competition  in 
the  brilliant  track  of  glory,  they  ma;,  in  a 
like  extremity  (as  I  consider  it),  save  from 
ruin  the  West-India .  colonies.  In  this 
sense  it  may  indeed  be  aaid  that  the  West- 
India  interest  has  influenced  the  question ; 
but  of  such  influence  I  feel  proud-— it  is 
not  the  influence  of  intrigue  or  of  party. — 
Sir,  I  will  now  meet  the  question  fairly, 
and  look  to  the  application  of  these  great 
principles  of  justice  and  humanity.  Is  it 
pretended,  that  the  mere  possession,  or 
use,  or  transfer  of  a  slave  in  Africa,  is  un- 
just or  inhuman  ?  Is  it  unjust  ?  By  all  the 


laws  and  customs  of  Africa,  existiog  from 
the  remotest  antiquity,  it  is  authorized  ; 
and  the  abstract  rights  of  man  cannot  be 
prpfltably  applied  td  societies  existing  un- 
der established  laws.  What  is  consistent 
with  those  laws,  must  be  accounted  just* 
Is  the  same  thing  in  Africa  inhuman } 
Surely  not.  We  have  abundance  of  evi« 
dence  to  prove,  that  during  famines,  which 
are  frequent  in  Africa,  multitudes  of  the 
natives  fly  to  slavery  as  a  refuge,  and  witl^ 
out  it  must  inevitably  perish  :  and  suppose 
them,  at  such  times,  transferred  from  a 
poorer  to  a  richer  master — is  that  inhu- 
man ?  I  could  hot  but  shew  an  expression 
of  dissent  to-night,  when  an  hon.  genf^ 
(Mr.  Fawkes)  so  positively  told  us  that 
slavery,  and  the  sale  of  slaves,  were  for- 
bidden by  the  Divine  law.  Sir,  I  did  not 
look  fur  this  part  of  the  discussion ;  but 
as  it  has  been  brought  forward,  I  must 
say,  that  in  the  sacred  books  I  can  find  no 
such  authority.  In  the  Old  Testament,  tho 
slave  trade,  or  the  sale  of  men,  is  spoken 
of  indifferently  just  as  other  trades.  The 
New  Testament  inculcates  justice  and  hu- 
manity in  every  station  ;  but  it  is  remark- 
able that  it  interferes  with  no  political  re- 
lations whatsoever,  whether  high  or  low  ; 
inculcating  only  those  duties  which  tepd  in 
every  condition  of  life  to  make  men  hap- 
pier and  better.  If  we  look  narrowly  tfiere 
for  any  thing  that  refers  to  slavery,  I  need 
not  ten  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  hear  me, 
that  the  Greek  word,  which  in  our  version 
is  every  where  translated  «  rvani^  does  real- 
ly mean  ilaxt:  and  since  the  subject  has 
been  started,  I  shall  mention,  that  in  the 
Epistle  of  Paul  to  Philemon,  Paul  sends 
back  Onesimus  (whose  very  name  bespeaks 
his  station),  who  was  Philemon's  slavey 
aud  had  run  away  from  his  ma^ter-^bJb 
sends  him  back,  I  say,  to  resume  his  staiioh 
without  one  word  expressive  of  his  dis^ 
approbation  of  slavery,  or  in  vindication  of 
Onesimus,  who  had  fled  from  it.  The  hon, 
gent,  cited  that  admirable  rule,  "  Do  unto 
others  as  ye  would  that  they  shouJ.d  di^  un- 
to you,*'  as  decisive  on  this  question  ;  but 
how  does  the  hon.  gent,  re^d  that  divine 
rule  as  applied  to  this  matter  f  Does  ht 
maintain,  that  because  being  a  Briuah  la7 
bourer,  I  should  be  glad  that  my  master 
would  pay  me  wages  for  doing  nothing,  that 
therefore  I,  being  a  master,  ought  so  to 
treat  my  labourer  ?  As  applied  to  slave  and 
master,  I  understand  that  rule  to  inculcate 
no  more  than  this  ;  that  a  slave  may  reason- 
ably expect  from  his  master  proiectioo  and 
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kindness,  in  return  for  diligence  and  fideli- 
ty ;  and  a  kind  and  careful  master  has  the 
tame  right  to  expect  fidelity  and  diligence 
from  his  slave.      Sir,  it  is  not  the  Slave 
Trade,  but  the  abuses  incident  to  that  trade 
to  which  the  preamble  of  this  Bill  can  be 
properly  applied*    There  can  be  no  ques* 
tion  concerning  the  injustice,  inhumanity, 
and  impolicy,  of  these  abuses ;  but  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Bill  as  it  stands  is,  strictly 
speaking,  untrue,  and  is  liable  also  to  ma* 
Ay  other  objections,  which,    at  a  proper 
time,  will  be  suggested  to  this  house. — ^The 
authorities  of  the  many  great  and  emi- 
nent men  who  have  opposed  this  trade  in 
parliament,   have  been  brought  forward; 
and  the  noble  Im^  (Howick)  has  appealed 
Irith  triumph  to  the  united  sentiments  of 
those  eminent  characters,   Mr.  Fox  and 
Mr.  Pitt,    upon  this  subject.    Of  those 
two  great  men,  sir,  I  now  believe  that  the 
ireneration  is  equal  on  both  sides  of  this 
bouse ;  but  this  was  not  the  only  subject 
upon  which  their  opinions  were  in  unison. 
Sir,  I  recollect,  more  than  25  years  ago, 
sitting  in  that  gallery,  when  their  elo« 
quence,  like  the  streams  of  two  mighty  ri. 
▼ers,  which^  from  their  source,  had  held 
a  separate  course*   united  its  prodigious 
and  impetuous  volume  against  one  common 
barrier — ^the  state  of  the  representation  of 
the  people  in  this  house ;  and  what  follow^ 
ed  ?  The  house  was  delighted,  instructed, 
transported,  but  not  convinced.     And  yet 
ivas  there  any  doubt  that  the  state  of  the 
representation  6f  the  people  was  unequal, 
nay  defective  and  faulty  ?  Was  there  not, 
as  upon  this  question,  a  most  prevalent  and 
clamorous  opinion  out  of  doors  ?  The  ma* 
chine  too  was  in  our  hands;  no  co-opera- 
tion was  needed  ;  we  could  trace  effect  di- 
rectly   to  its   cause;    we    could    substi- 
tute instantly  the  new  fabric  for  the  old  one ; 
ivh'at  was  it  then  that  stopped  our  hands  ? 
Sir,  the    house   acknowledged    the    evil, 
but  dreai^ed   the    remedy.      It  was   the 
sentiment    of   the  majority  in  that  day, 
/^<  Rather  t«  bear  the  ills  they  had, 
Than  flj  to  others  which  they  knetr  not  of  ; 

and  they  added  one  instance  more  to  many 
vrhich  are  on  record,  in  which  a  wise  and 
cautious  legislature  has  felt  itself  bound  to 
delay  the  remedy  of  an  acknowledged  evil, 
contrary  ta  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
out  of  doors,  and  of  the  greatest  orators 
within.— It  is  unfair  then  to  call  those  who 
oppose  the  present  bill  the  abettors  of  sla- 
very and  of  the  slave  trade.  If  a  bill  were 
brought  into  tibis  house' with  a  view  to  abo- 


lish forgery,  it  might  take  for  Hs  preamble 
properly  enough,  **  Whereas  forgery  is  con- 
trary to  justice ;"  but  if  it  were  to  go  on  to 
prohibit  the  use  of  paper  as  a  medium  of 
exchange,  and  a  representative  of  money 
in  commerce,  and  enact,  that  in  future  all 
payments  should  be  made  in  bullion  only, 
although  such  a  provision  might  efiectnaRy 
tend  to  rebder  forgeries  less  frequent,  yet 
those  who  should  perceive  the  inexpediency 
and  impracticabiU^  of  such  a  measure,  in 
the  present  state  of  commerce,  and  should 
therefore  oppose  the  bill  itself,  ought  they 
to  be  denominated  the  friends  and  abettors 
of  forgeiy  }  I  find  myself,  sir,  exactly  thus 
placed,  in  respect  to  the  bill  now  under 
consideration.    No  one  values  more  the 
blessing  of  liberty,  or  regrets  more  the  ex- 
istence and  the  baneful  effects  of  slavery ; 
no  one  is  more  ready  to  promote  whatever 
may  remedy  the  abuses  of  the  slave  trade, 
or  mitigate  the  miseries  of  a  state  of  sla« 
very ;  but  this  bill,  sir,  is  not,  in  my  op- 
nion,  calculated  to  accomplish  those  ob- 
jects, although  it  professes  to  be  so :  and 
if,  acknowledging  the  evil,  we  are  not  to  be 
allowed  to  call  in  question  the  insufficiency 
and  inapplicability  of  the  remedy,  we  are 
treated  exactly  as  a  mountebank  treats  hi^ 
audience.    He  pathetically  describes  every 
disorder  to  which  the  human  frame  b  sub* 
ject,  he  touches  some  spring  of  sympathy 
in  every  one  of  bis  hearers,  and  then  offers 
them  his  pill,  neatly  boxed  and  labelled—- 
**  Can  you  bear  to  bear  of  your  pains  and 
your  sufferings,  and  not  wish  to  ease  them  ? 
Here  is  your  cure ;  take  it  upon  my  credit, 
don't  examine  into  its  composition,  or  en« 
quire  into  its  operation.     You  have  my 
word  for  it,  it  is  safe  and  easy  of  digestion, 
and  infallible  in  its  effects.''    Aftd  yet,  sir, 
you  would  not  think  that  man  imprudent, 
who,  before  he  swallowed  the  pill,  should 
open  and  analyze  its  contents .-^The  noble 
lord  (Howick)  might  have  spared  himself 
the  proof  of  the  small  comparative  value  of 
the  African  part  of  the  trade ;  it  has  been 
reduced  by  Successive  v;ts  of  parliament 
into  &ie  mere  means  of  necessary  supply  to 
the  population  of  obr  old  colonies;  and^ 
had  not  those  colonies  seen  abolition  sus- 
pended over   their  heads,   their    supply 
would  have  been  much  smaller  than  the 
average  of  late  years  shews  it  to  have  been. 
There  is,  in  fact,  sir,  no  encouragement  to 
the  extension  of  cultivation  in  the  colonies, 
under  the  expence  of  purchasiug  negroes 
for  that  purpose ;  and  a  hasty  and  some- 
what improvident  importation  and  purchase 
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pf  negroes  has  been  here  and  there  occa* 
sioned  by  the  dread  of  immediate  aboli- 
tion.    I  do  not  believe,  that  were  you  to 
remove  that  dread,  our  old  colonies  would 
require  annually  more  than  7000  imported 
slaves  :  and  looking  to  this  limited  trade  as 
necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  colonies, 
and  for  the  advantage  of  a  population  of 
about    600,OQ0   slaves,   already    existing 
there ;  looking  to  it  as  subject  to  wise^nd 
humane  regulations,  belonging  to  the  British 
trade  alone,  and  which  I  think,  sir,  should 
not  have  been  opposed  (those  who  opposed 
them,  however,  were  jealous  of  an  interfe- 
rence, the  extent  and  full  purport  of  which 
they  could  not  foresee) ;  looking  also,  sir, 
(and  this  is  material,)  to  what  is  and  has 
been  the  state  of  society  in  Africa,  and  the 
practice  there,  I  cannot  think  that  this  rem- 
nant of  the  trade,  thus  existing,  and  for 
these  purposes,  calls  upon  us  for  its  aboli- 
tion.— Sir,  there  has  been  a  great  and  very 
nrevalent  misrepresentation  of  what  was 
tue  state  of  Africa  previous  to  the  colonial 
demand  for  sleeves.     I  have  seen  publica<^ 
tions   coming  from  respectable  quarters, 
and   extensively  circulated  by  the  aboli- 
tionists, which  in  positive  terms  assert,  that, 
before  the  Europeans  began  to  take  slaves 
from  the  coast,   Africa  enjoyed   internal 
tranquillity,  and  that  its  wars  and  its  mi- 
series, as  we  find  them  existing  at  this  day, 
are  till  imputable  to  the  European  slave- 
trade.    There  is  a  pamphlet  which  has  the 
respectable  name  of  a  noble  lord*  (Mun- 
caster),  a  member  of  this  house,  affixed  to 
it,  which,  adverting  to  the  account  given  by 
Leo  Africanus  (who  wrote  about  the  middle 
of  the  15th  century)  of  the  negro  nations, 
states,  upon  his  authority,  that  the  Africans 
never  made  war;  and  his  lordship   adds, 
that   *'  this  full  and  positive  declaration  of 
the  most  intelligent   historian  of  Africa, 
clearly  proves  that  the  whole  of  the  slave 
trade  now  carried  on  by  the  Europeans  has 
been  alone  the  work,    has  been  entirely 
brought  about  by  the  maritime  nations  of 
Europe."     To  the  same  purport  his  lord- 
ship reports—**  That  the  amazing  numbers 
which  the  Europeans  are  said  to  have  pur- 
chased, but  which  they  have  unquestionably 
carried  out  of  this  unhappy  country,  have 
be^n  clearly  from  a  trade  created,  not  di- 
verted."   Now,  sir,  it  may  seem  extraor- 
dinary, but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  al- 
though the  **  intelligent  historian,^'  upon 
whose  authority  the  noble  lord   grounds 


these  assertions,  does  indeed,  in  his  intro- 
duction to  his  seventh  book,  state,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  accounts  of  some  preceding 
traveller,  the  inhabitants  of  Negro  Land 
lead  a  brutal  life,  wag'mg  no  wars,   nor^ 
seeking  conquests  out  of  their  own  limits  ; 
yet  he,  who  travelled  through  these  coun- 
tries himself,  and  who  thinks  it  necessary 
to  state,  as  an  apology  for  being  less  parti- 
cular respecting  one  city,  that  he  only  staid 
there  a  month,  Leo  goes  on  to  descnbe  the 
different  districts  of  Negro  Land,  and  bis 
account  differs  little  from  what  we  read  of 
that  country  at  this  day.     I  have  the  pas- 
sages in  my  hand,  sir,  but  I  will  not  detain 
the  house  by  reading  them,  in  which  be 
states  of  many  of  the  sovereigns  of  those 
parts,  that  they  were  perpetually  at  war, 
and  liable  to  frequent  predatory  incursions 
from  their  neighbours.    The  sovereign  of 
Tombuctou,  in  particular,"  by  his  account, 
was  a  most  savage  and  insidious  tyrant, 
invading,  both  by  force  and  fraud,  the  do- 
mains of  all  the  petty  princes  near  him. 
Slaves   were  publicly  sold  to .  the  Moors 
and  to  the  Egyptians,  and  at  so  cheap  a 
rate,  as  that  fifteen  to  twenty  were  paid  for 
one  horse — aud  for  what  were  these  horses 
wanted,  sir? — for  the  purposes  of  war:  he 
was  the  most  formidable  potentate,  who 
could  bring  the  most  numerous  cavalry  into 
the  field,  and  these  were  the  instruments 
with  which  he  invaded  and  plundered  his 
neighbours.  Leo  relates  of  one  district,  that, 
being  placed  betwixt  two  powerful  and  war- 
like states,  and  haying  no  outlet  for  its  pro» 
ductions  but  over  mountains  impassable  by 
camels,  the  slaves  were  compelled  to  carry 
over  these  mountains  each  a  weight  of 
lOOlbs.  on  their  heads,  for  a  space  of  tea 
miles,  and  sometimes  twice  in  a  day,  so 
that  they  became  bald  with  the  grievous 
pressure  * — Of  Borno,  a  district  of  not  less 
than  500  miles  in  extent  from  east  to  west, 
Leo  relates,  that  the  king  was  perpetually 
picking    quarrels    with    his  neighbours ; 
keeping  up  a  large  military  force,  yet  having 
but  little '  income^  excepting  what  he  ob- 
tained by  frequent  predatory  excursions ; 
so   greedy,    that,   although    he  possessed 
plenty  of  gold,  he  yet  obliged  the  merchants 
who  traded  with  him,  to  take  slaves  in  ex- 
change for  what  they  bought,  and   some- 
times detained  them  from  year  to  year, 
much  against  their  will,  until  the  season  ar- 
rived for  his  military  expeditions.     Here 


*  HUtorical  Sketches  of  the  SUve  Trade. 


*  The  circumstance  of  their  becoming  bald,  is  in 
tke  Freacli^aAA  not  in  the  Laiio,  translation  of  L«o. 
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w,  is  Africa^  at  this  earlf  day,  inviting  tbe 
slave  trade,  not  the  slave  trade  seducing 
Africa.  I  might  quote  other  passages  from 
this  **  most  intelJigeot  historian/  equally 
tending  to  shew  how  unjustifiable  is  the 
nohle  lord's  conclusion,  upon  his  authority, 
but  I  will  heg  to  refer  gentlemen,  who  may 
be  anxious  tor  correct  information,  to  the 
book  itself,  and  to  the  voyages  of  Cade- 
inosta,  who  wrote  about  the  same  time, 
and  whose  evidence  has  also  been  grie- 
vously misrepresented.     l*hese  accounts 
are  not,  sir,  actually  anterior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Portuguese  trade  upon 
the  coast,  although  contemporary  wiih  its 
infancy,  and  they  have  nut  the  smallest 
connexion  with  that  trade,  which  commen- 
ced, as  1  understand,  in  anotlier  and  more 
southern  district  of  the  coast.     I  will,  also, 
sir,  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  gen- 
tiemen  to  the  accounts  of  the  travellers 
Bruce  and  Parke,  and  more  especially  of 
the  latlbr,  which  relate  more  directly  to  tbe 
scene  of  the  colonial  slave  trade;  and  what- 
ever use  may  be  made  of  some  pathetic  in- 
cidents which  Parke  has  related,  1  will  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  the  whole  tenour  of  what 
be  tells  us  of  the  Negro  nations  does  not 
lead  to  a  conviction  that  we  shall  better 
tbeir  condition  by  abandoning  this  trade. 
We  know  that  he,  after  all  he  had  seen, 
bas  expressed  his  doubts  upon  the  subject 
in   the  plainest  terms— doubts  which  he 
would  not  have  expressed  had   they  not 
been  strongly  prevalent  iu  his  mind,      i 
have  read  and  heard,  sir,  that  we  are  to  look 
to  Parke's  facts,  and  not  to  his  opinions; 
and  it  has  been  insinuated,  that  his  editor, 
Mr.  Edwards,  has  foisted  those  opinions 
into  the  book.     It  happened  to  me,   sir, 
once  to  converse   with   Mr.  Parke,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Linnean  society,  whei^  this 
very  topic  was  started,  and  he  assured  me, 
that,  not  being  in  tbe  habits  of  literary  com- 
position, he  was  obliged  to  employ  some 
one  to  put  his  manuscript  into  a  form  fit 
for  the  public  eye  ;  but  that  every  sheet  of 
the  publication  had  undergone  his  strict  re- 
vision, and  that  not  only  every  fact,  but 
every  sentiment  of  it  waa  his  own.     What 
Mr.  Parke  has  written  of  the  Negro  na- 
tions,  may  be  advantageously   compared 
with  the  comment  which  Mr.  Malthus  has 
connected  with  it  in  his  book  upuu  Popu- 
lation.    I  do  not,  sir,  know  the  sentiments 
of  Mr.  Malthus  upon  the  Mibject  of  the 
slave  trade;  but  from  wiaxt  I   read  in  his 
book,   I  gather  no  hopes  ot  accomplishing 
a  salutary  revolution  m  ihe  stute  ol  society 


in  Africaby  tbeoperatioo  of  this  bill. — I 
beg  pardon  of  tbe  bouse  for  thus  trespassing 
upon  its  patience,  but  I  think  it  material  to 
shew  that  the  public  bas  not  had  a  candid 
summary  of  the  evidence  on  this  question 
laid  beiore  it,  in  the  publications  which 
have  been  so  assiduously  circulated.   Most 
heartily  do  I  wish,  sir,  that  evtry  bon.gent. 
who  is  to  give  his  vote  upon  this  question 
to-night,  could  lay  bis  hand  upon  bis  heart, 
and  say  tliat  he  had  attentively  perused  tbe 
evidence  which  lies  upon  your  table.    I  do 
not  mean  all  the  voluminous  accounts  and 
figures,  but  that  which  is  substantial  evi- 
dence of  facts :  that  he  had  consulted  the 
originals,  and  not  relied  upon  extracts,  for 
I  am  no  friend  to  extracts^  either  iu  litera- 
ture or  morality ;  they  are  seldom  made 
with  an  intention  of  leading  us  impartially 
into  the  spirit  of  the  work  from  which  they 
are  selected.— These  are  my  reasons,  sir, 
for  doubting  whether 'even  a  concurrent 
abolition  of  tbe  slave  trade  would  erect  tbe 
Utopia  in  Africa  which  the  imagination  of 
the  abolitionists  has  projected ;  but  a  par-- 
tial  abolition,  an  abandonment  of  that  small 
share  which  we  now  carry  on  for  the  sake 
of  our  old  colonies,  and  which  we  carry  on 
under  the  strictest  regulations  for  the  pre- 
vention of  abuses,  cannot  pretend  to  have 
the  smallest  effect  towards  that  object.    It 
has  the  double  disad\*antage  of  precluding 
the  hope  of  our  ever  bringing  about  a  con- 
current abolition,  and  of  inviting  our  rivals 
to  assume,  as  soon  as  they  can,  our  place 
in  the  trade,  infinitely  to  the  disadvantage 
of  Africa  in  point  of  humanity.     It  opeusL 
the  door  to  France  to  form  and  to  extend 
colonies  upon  terms  the  most  advantageous, 
and  forbids  us,  under  all  possible  circum- 
stances, either  of  our  own,  or  of  rival  co- 
lonies, or  of  Africa,  to  support  and  recruit 
those  we  possess  by  an  imported  popula- 
tion.    Is  it,  sir,  a  doubt  whether  France 
will  greedily  avail  herself  of  this  opportu- 
uity  ?  Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  an  ac- 
knowledged axiom  of  French  pohcy,  that 
her  colonial  and  naval  power  must  rise  and 
fall  together  ?  We  have  the  recent  declara- 
tion of  him  who  is  now  at  the  head  of  her 
goyernment,  to  this  effect ;  and  the  history 
of  ti)e>  French   commerce  and   maritime 
strength  justifies  the  policy.  In  17 15,  when 
Louis  the  XIY.  died,  she  had  only  100 
ships  of  small  tonnage  in  her  colonial  trade ; 
at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  when  she  was 
become  a  formidable  naval  power,,  she  bad 
in    tiiat   trade  more  than  800;  from  the 
city  of  Bourdeaux  aloni;,  with  the  colony 
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of  St.  Bomingo,  more  than  400  vessels,  of 
an  average  of  400  tons  each,  and  carrying 
a  larger  proportionate  number  of  seamen 
than  our  ships  do,  vvere  constantly  trading. 
Her  whole  export  tonnage  to  all  Europe, 
English  America,  and  the  Levant,  in  1789» 
was  580,000  tons,  of  which  only  152,000 
were  French  ;  so  that  her  colony  trade  was 
that  alone  to  which  she  could  look  for  her 
useful  seamen.  Is  it  then  a  doubt,  sir, 
-with  any  man  in  this  house,  whether  France 
will,  at  a  peace,  seek  to  render  her  West- 
India  colonies  flourishing,  and  seek  to  do 
it  by  recruiting  their  population  from 
Africa  ?  As  to  the  Spanish  share  of  the 
trade,  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  relate  a 
fact,  which  ought  to  make  a  stronger  im- 
pression than  at:y  general  reasoning.  An 
hon.  baronet,  once  an  intelligent  member 
of  this  house,  and  then  one  of  the  first,  if 
not  the  very  first,  merchant  in  Europe,  now 
retired  both  from  trade  and  politics,  but 
whose  near  relations  in  this  house  can  con- 
firm, if  need  be,  the  circumstances  I  state, 
was,  soon  after  the  peace  of  Amiens,  at 
Paris,  where  he  was  applied  to  by  one  of 
the  most  respectable  mercantile  houses  of 
that  capital,  in  conjunction  with  another 
at  JModrid,  to  undertake  the  furnishing  of 
35,000  African  slaves  for  Cuba.  Some 
time  was  to  be  allowed  for  doing  it ;  but 
6,000  were  to  go  immediately.  My  friend 
replied,  that  his  bouse  had  no  concern  in 
the  African  trade :  however,  considering  the 
respectability  of  those  who  applied  to  him, 
he  undertook  to  furnish  thein  with  the  cor- 
rectest  possible  information  from  Liver, 
pool  and  London  upon  the  subject.  He 
did  so;  and  the  result  was,  that  they 
thanked  him  for  the  information,  which 
they  said  had  been  useful  in  convincing 
them  that  they  could  be  supplied  otherwise 
ijpon  cheaper  terms.  However  humane 
our  regulations  might  be,  they  rendered 
the  freight  of  the  negro  too  dear,  i^d  that 
would  not  suit  them.  This,  sir,  is  a  single 
fact,  but  it  is  an  authentic  and  recent  one, 
and  of  magnitude  enough  to  lead  us  to  re- 
flect how  far  we  conduce  to  the  advantage 
of  Africa,  by  abandoning  our  part  of  this 
trade. — It  cannot  be  doubted,  sir,  that  in 
the  West  Indies  the  treatment  of  slaves  has 
been  progressively  ameliorated.  The  ac- 
counts which  have  been  produced  and 
cited  by  the  noble  lord  (Howick)  tend 
to  prove  it.  It  is  stated  in  those  accounts, 
that  the  increase  by  births  in  proportion  to 
the  deaths,  has,  as  far  as  it  can  be  ascer- 
tained by  these  accounts^  been  advancing. 


and  what  are  we  to  gather  from  this,  sir,  but 
that  the  planters  do  not  need  the  compulsion 
which  you  pretend  to  lay  upon  them  by 
this  bill,  to  treat  their  slaves  with  humanity  ? 
If  this  fact  be  connected  with  the  small 
amount  of  that  supply  which  the  islands 
now  need,  do  we  not  see  that  all  the  objects 
which  the  abolitionists  profess  to  have  in 
view  are  gained  or  gaining — that  the  supply 
Itself  is  lessening,  and  the  need  of  that  sup- 
ply lessening  too?  And  this  we  find  is  pro- 
gressively effecting  without  violence,  with- 
out a  measure  that  may  elevate  the  Blacks 
into  a  pbrenzy,  and  plunge  the  Whites  into 
despair.  Admit  however,  that  population 
by  natural  means  is  generally  on  the  ad- 
vance, or  rather  that,  barring  accidents,  the 
decrease  is  less  rapid  than  it  has  been,  this 
will  not  reach  individual  cases,  nor  will  it 
remedy  those  accidents  which  humanity 
and  vigilance  neither  «  an  foresee  nor  pre- 
vent, and  which  have  so  often  depopulated 
particular  districts  and  whole  islands.— 
There  have  been,  sir,  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  different  measures  of  gradual  abo- 
lition proposed,  as  substitutes  for  this 
bill.  I  cannot  engage  to  support  them'; 
but,  cotisidering  the  disposition  now  pre- 
vailing in  parliament,  it  may  be  said  that 
his  majesty's  ministers,  in  respect  to  this 
measure,  are  all  powerful;  they  need  no 
concurrence  on  our  side ;  and  the  respon« 
sibility  rests  upon  them  not  to  inflict  a  se- 
vere and  a  dangerous  remedy,  if  a  safer  and 
a  milder  will  answer  the  purposes  of  hu- 
manity as  well.  Of  the  instances  of 
cruelty  which  an  hon.  general  (sir  John 
Doyle)  has  detailed  to  the  house,  two,  I  ob- 
serve, were  perpetrated  by  females ;  and  1 
hope  that  the  trite  observation,  ccrrttptio 
bonarum  pessima,  may  be  applied  to  these 
cases.  If  there  exist  the  smallest  doubt 
whether  the  general  treatment  of  the  slaves 
in  the  West  Indies  be  kind  and  humane, why 
not  send  out,  as  has  been  suggested,  a  par- 
liamentary commission,  to  enquire  into  and 
to  report  the  facts,  rather  than  subject  a 
large  class  of  British  subjects  to  the  odium 
of  their  countrymen,  by  presenting,  under 
aggravated  colours,  a  few  instances  of 
atrocity,  committed  by  individuals^  of 
whom  good  and  bad  are  to  be  found  in  every 
society  ?  I  can  state,  with  the  utmost  truth, 
that  I  have  been  connected  as  a  merchant 
with  about  60  estates  in  the  island  of 
Jamaica,  and  that,  in  the  late  distresses  of 
the  trade,  we  have  been  compelled  to  ob« 
serve  the  utmost  econemy  in  the  amount 
and  value  of  the  supplies  sent  out ;  and  yet 
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io  DOtope  single  ioatancebave  we  curtailed, 
or  been  desired  to  curtail,  the  articles 
which  have  been  sent  out  for  the  use  and 
comfort  of  the  negroes»  although,  io  almost 
every  instance,  we  have  done  so  in  respect 
to  those  for  the  use  of  the  whites. — 
-^There  is  not  yet,  sir,  any  distinct  under. 
.  standing  whether  this  bill  is  or  is  not  to  be 
accompanied  with  a  provision  of  compen* 
■atlon  for  those  whom  its  operation  may 
injure ;  and,  unless  some  pledge  to  that  ef- 
fect be  given,  I  must  consider  that  the  in- 
justice it  may  inflict  upon  individuals  is  a 
£tir  argument  against  its  principle.  The 
noble  lord  (Howick)  has  stated,  ihat  it 
has  not  been  usual  for  parliament  on  simi- 
lar occasions  to  provide  compensation 
prospectively ;  and  yet,  sir,  in  those  recent 
instances  in  which  the  legislature  judged  it 
fit  to  interfere  merely  with  ancient  usages 
(not  with  rights  established  under  acts  of 
parliament)  for  the  sake  of  effecting  im- 
provements in  the  port  of  London;  I 
mean  in  the  West-India  and  London  dock 
acts-*-a  provision  of  prospective  compensa^ 
tion,  most  liberal  in  its  extent,  i§  made  for 
every  {description  of  persons  to  whose  loss 
or  injury  those  bills  might  operate*  This, 
sir,  is  what  we  have  done ;  and  let  me  state 
a  case  which  may  happen,  nay,  which  pro- 
l>ably  will  happen,  if  the  spirit  of  reform  be 
consistent*  There  are,  sir,  in  this  country, 
and  more  especially  in  the  northern  coun- 
ties, many  large  factories  built,  where  3  or 
400  persons  are  qften  confined  together  em- 

floyed  in  the  spii^ping  of  cotton  and  silk  : 
am  prepared  to  say,  sir,  and  there  are 
many  in  this  house  who  can  confirm  it, 
that  those  establishments,  although  highly 
advantageous  in  a  commercial  view,  are 
fatal  both  to  the  health  and  to  the  morals 
of  his  majesty's  subjects :  npw,  supposing 
that  the  philanthropic  spirit  were  to  be  ex- 
tended to  them,  and  their  further  exten- 
sion at  least  forbidden ;  supposing  we  were 
to  say,  "  We  pretend  not  to  interfere  with 
vhat  exists  already;  keep  the  labourers  you 
lave  got,  we  will  not  emancipate  them, 
they  are  not  fit  for  emancipation,  they  are 
corrupted  and  disordered,  and  incapable  of 
the  regular  duties  of  life  ;  but  not  one 
snore  ruddy-cheeked  boy  or  blooming  girl 
shall  you  seduce  from  their  ignorant  and 
deluded  parents,  and  immure  in  your  putrid 
haunts*  of  vice  and  disease.  Tell  us  not 
o^  your  ventilators  and  your  artificial  gasses ; 
the  thing  is  contrary  to  first  principles,  and 
it  must  be  discontinued*"  Now,  can  we 
believe  that  he  who  had  just  built,  at  a  con- 


siderable .eitpence,  one  of  these  factories, 
and  had  partially,  or  not  at  all,  supplied  it 
with  labourers,  would  not  in  this  case  call 
aloud  for  compensation  ?  and  could  that 
compensation  be  justly  denied  to  him  ?  And 
yet,  sir,  the  silk  and  cotton  factor  has  not 
greater  legislative  authority  to  plead  than 
has  the  West-India  planter  for  his  establish- 
ment; nor  is  the  supposed  cas&  which  I 
have  put  of  the  former  harder  than  the  real 
one  of  the  latter,  after  this  bill  passes; 
and,  independently  of  the  general  Qase, 
there  are  individual  cases  of  peculiar  hard- 
ship, those  of  minors,  of  lessors,  and  of 
proprietors  of  estates  under  trust,  whose 
estates,  immediately  after  this  bill  passes, 
will  be  either  considerably  depreciated,  or 
of  no  value  at  all.-»There  are  some,  sir, 
who  will  admit  the  truth  of  many  of  the 
considerations  1  have  urged  :  they  will  ad- 
mit that  we  are  about  to  make  a  sacrifice 
that  is  to  cost  us  much,  and  to  profit  others 
little  or  nothing.  **  But,"  say  they,  "  there 
is  connected  with  the  slave  trade  much 
abuse  and  much  inhumanity,  and,  at  all 
events,  we  will  wash  our  bands  of  any  share 
in  it;  we  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
that  which  is  either  the  offspring  or  the  pa<« 
rent  of  vice."  Gentlemen  should  consider, 
sir,  how  far  they  would  follow  this  prin« 
ciple,  and  whither  it  would  lead  them  :  it 
would  certainly  go  the  lengtli  of  sup- 
pressing the  licensing  of  alehouses,  and  the 
continuance  of  lotteries:  can  the  mischief 
with  which  these  are  connected  in  society 
be  doubted  ?  If,  sir,  I  were  inclined  to  at- 
tempt tbe  feelings  of  gentlemen  in  this 
house  with  a  pathetic  story,  I  could 
shew  them,  and  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  metropolis,  an  industrious  mother 
with  6  or  8  children,  their  countenances 
pale,  their  limbs  emaciated,  and  their  bo- 
dies swoln  with  famine,  picking  up  a  scanj* 
ty  and  insufficient  subsistence  by  t ha  only 
labour  which  such  feeble  hands  can  execute, 
while  the  father  of  this  family,  be  who 
ought  to  support  them,  is  taking  what  is 
called  a  plunge  at  the  neighbouring  ale- 
house, spending  the  fruits  of  one  week's 
labour,  and  mortgaging  that  of  another; 
and  this  after  having  carried  away  the  lea- 
thern bag  from  the  cottage  roof,  which  con- 
tained the  pence  and  sixpences,  the  hard 
savings  of  the  year  (saved  to  pay  tbe  rent 
at  Lady- day),  and  having  sunk  the  whole  of 
it  with  one  of  those  itinerant  propagators 
of  ruin  who  now  invade  the  privacy  of  your 
remotest  villages  with  a  cart  stuck  over  with 
lottery  bills.  TliisySir,  is  not  a  fictitious  nor 
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an  uncommon  case,  and  yet  ourphilanthro- 
pisls  do  not  make  it  the  theme  of  declama- 
tion or  the  object  of  reform.  This  is  too 
near  and  too  obvious  for  them ;  theii-  aim 
is  more  distant,  their  scope  is  larger  ;  the 
spirit  of  modem  reform  does  not  abt,  sir, 
like  the  rational  principle  of  self-lovb  so 
beautifully  described  by  the  poet,  which 
first  puts  the  centre  in  motion,  and  then  ex- 
tends itself  in  progressive  circles  of  bene- 
ficence to  the  extremities;  the  spirit  of 
modern  reform  attacks  at  once  the  con- 
necting chain  of  the  system,  undj  if  the 
%vhoIe  do  not  fall  to  pieces  at  its  touch,  it 
works  towards  till  it  shakes  the  centre. 
1  must,  for '  the  reasons  I  have  given, 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  WHhetforcc  replied  to  the  principal 
arguments  which  had  been  urged  against 
the  bilK  He  observed,  that  ever  since  he 
bad  engaged  in  tliis  discussion,  he  had  al- 
ways endeavoured  to  avoid  any  expres- 
sion which. might  l)e  considered  unjustly 
injurious  towards  those  v.  ho  opposed  him. 
But  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the 
friends  of  the  abolition  were  to  overlook 
the  general  effect  of  human  passions. 
Despotic  power  could  npt  be  possessed 
without  much  abuse  in  the  exercise  of  it. 
All  that  he  imputed  to  the  West- India 
planters  was,  that  they  had  yielded  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  existed. 
The  children  in  the  islands  were  accus- 
tomed to  see  an  order  of  beings  around 
them  which  they  were  taught  to  consider 
as  inferior.  Thus  their  prejudices  were 
formed.  It  was  not  them,  therefore^  that 
be  blamed,  but  those  who,  though  not 
'  placed  ipi  a  situation  to  be  misled  on  the 
subject  of  this  traffic^  and  who  had  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  its  horrors  in  their 
true  colours,  who  possessed  the  power  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  evil,  and  yet  had 
luffered  it  to  exist.  He  referred  to  Mr. 
Parke's  book,  to  shew  the  evils  which  the 
blave  trade  created  in  Africa.  It  had  been 
contended. that  Mr.  Malthus,  in  his  Essay 
on  Population,  had  favoured  the  slave 
trade;  tbo  fact^  however,  was  not  so. 
Indeed,  Mr.  Malthus  had* called  \ipon  blm 
that  day,  ^  and  exptessed.  his  surprise  to 
have  learned,  Ibat.ia^onie  pubIicationi(  of 
the  day  he  was  regarded  as  a  fjivoiirer  of 
the  slave  trade;  und  5t«tiA  tl^iai'he  had 
written  an  Appendix  t0  bit  wofic,  to  rempVe 
that  impreasion.  It  was  said,  why  not  put 
an  end  to  the  lottery,  and  other  evilf  in 
this  country?  He  acknowledged  that  he 


considered  the  lottery  a  very  bad  modfe  of 
raising  mon^y,  and  would  concur  in  any 
measure  for  putting  an  end  to  it,  if  there 
were  any  prospect  of  success  in  the  at* 
tempt ;  but  )ie  was  sorry  tp  see  gentlemen 
reduced  to  arguments  of  this  sort.  They 
searched  out  every  recess  bf  misery  ano 
vice  in  their  o>frn  country,  they  looked 
around  them  every  where  fof  evils,  and 
hugged  them  all  to  their  bosoms.  Witb 
regard  to  the  complaints  that  had  been 
ntade  of  his  condott  towards  the  West-Id<^ 
dia  planters,  he  had  always  been  as  just 
towards  those  gentlemen  as  he  could;  He 
had  never  behaved  tt)  them  with  any  harsH* 
ness,  but  he  could  nevefcarry  complaisance 
so  far  towards  them,  or  ar.y.  set  of  meh 
ahve,  as  to  compliment  atiay  the  rights 
and  happiness  of  millions  of  human  being*. 
TheJion.  gent.  prontMinced  an  eulogiuiti 
upon  the  display  of  character  and  taleilt 
which  the  house  had  that  night  witnessed 
on  the  side  of  humanity  and  justice,  parti- 
cukriy  on  the  part  of  the  younger  raeol- 
bers ;  whose  lofty  and  liberal  sentiments 
recommended  and  enforced  by  the  eleva* 
tion  of  their  rank,  and  the  purity  of  their 
form,  must  tend  to  produce  the  happiest  %U 
feels  upon  all  classes  of  the  community* 
Such  an  indication  of  mind  and  feelilig 
must  aiford  gratification  to  arty  reflecting 
man^  and  diffuse  the  most  salutary  lessoi^s 
througliout  the  country  ;  must  shew  to  the 
people,  that  their  legislator^,  and  feipecially 
the  higher  order  of  tbfeir  youth,  were  for- 
ward tu  assert  the  rights  of  the  weak%gain$t 
the  strong ;  to  vindicate  thie  cause  of  the 
oppressed  ;  and  that  where  a  practice  was 
found  to  prevail,  inconsistent  with  humar- 
nity  and  justice,  no  consideration  of  profit 
could  reconcile  them  to  its  continuance. 
The  generous  andhumslne  priuciples  which 
h«td  been  that  day  unfolded,  were  worthy 
of  a  British  parliament  to  teach,  at&d  of  a 
British  people  to  leartt. 

Sir  Jvkii  Doyle,  it  explanation,  stitSd, 
that  the  instanced  of  oppression  and  cru- 
elty which  he  had  cited,  bad  taken  place 
in  Carolina,  wlicn  under  the  government 
of  this  couatfy. 

Jllr*  Manning  w«ts  con'vlncfed  that  the 
abolition  of  the  A^icat)  slave  trad^  would 
not  be  attended  with  the  injury  apprehend- 
€d  to  lb«  West-India  planters.  The  nfe- 
gro  p6|>uIatiou  of  our  colpnies  would,  lie 
vvaA  aure/ttt  kept  up  witbotit  it.  He  had  no 
estate  in  the  BtUiah. colonies.  But  in  the 
Danish  inland  of  J^&nta  Cru2  he  had  an 
estate ;  and  there  bU  Danish  majesty,  Ly 
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mn  ediel  in  178d»  pot  an  end  lo  thr  impor 
tatioB  of  ftlavwy  after  the  lapse  of  ten 
yeare)    and  e%'er  since  iben    the   negro 

,  population  required  no  aid  fiooi  African 

,  importation* 

Mr.  aUty  Mikigio9  could  only  be  in- 
dnced  to  assent  lo  the  measure  upon*  one 
principle,  namely  that  of  the  modification 
proposed  to  be  introduced  in  the  commit- 
tee by  his'riglit  bon.  relation  (Mr.  Ba- 
th ursi),  for  postponing  to  a  more  distant  pe- 

,  riod  tb^  final  abolition,  and  for  a  gradual 
pro^ss  in  ihe  measure. 

l^arl  Percjf  suggeated,  ibat  a  principle 
which  be  abouki  wish  to  introduce  into 

.  the  billy  towards  the  iinal  emancipation  ol 
the  negroes*. would  be  to  declare  every  ne- 
gro ehild  Jkiae^  who  shall  be  bom  in  bis 
majesty's  dominions  after  the  1st  of  Janu 
aiy,  Ittld.—- The  question  was  now  loud 
h  called  ibr,  and  tiie  house  divided. 
Ayes  S83,  noes  l6f  majority  fifiZ*  llie 
house  then  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee proformdf  and  at  bal^past  ibur 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday^  Ftbruary  24. 
[MixxTTEsJ  The  following  is  a  list  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  tak^  into  cou- 
sideration  the  petition  complaining  of  an 
undue  return  for  the  county  of  Mayo  :  J. 
Woolmore,  A.  H.  llbldswortb,  W.  £. 
Lockhart,  hon.G.  Elliott,  hoo.  C.  II.  But- 
ler, hon.  T.  C,  Ouslow,  P.  C.  Bruce,  C. 
Leigh,  J.  D.  Poreher,G.  Skene,  T.  D. 
Drake,  lord  R,  S.  titzgerald,  T.  Tyrwbitt; 
nominees,  (ton.  J.  Butler,  hon,  T.  Kuox. 
-*-0n  the.  motion  of  lord  Temp.le,  the 
bouse  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
ou  the  South  Sea  Tradis  bilh    Counsel 

,  being  declared  to  be  in  atteDdauce  on  the 
part  of  the  South  Sea  company^  Mr.  CTripps 

^ moved  that  they  be  ca11c^d  in.  This  pro^ 
duced  a  long  discussion.  On  the  one 
hand,  it  was  contended  by  lord  Temple, 
Mr.  Jacobs,  Mf •  Corrjr,  Mr.  Courtenay, 

*  and  Mr.  C.  Wynne^  that  no  case  had  been 
made  out  to  prove  the  necessity  o£  the 
delay,  which  the  hearing  of  counsel  must 
occasion.  The  petition  from  the^outh  Sea 

,  company  did  not  stat^.  Xh^xJ^uB^  auatained 
any  injury  from  the  b'dl.  ^^"tlifhout  a  clear 
proof  of  injury  could  be  shewn,  they  were 
not  entitl^  to  be  heard  by  counsel.  Their 
charter  had  been  granted  to  them  with  this 
express  limitation,  that  they  should  trade 
to  the  possessions  of  the  king  of  Spain  alone, 
as  was  demonstrated  by  thevexoc|}tions  in 
thaH'harter*    One  million  and  a  half  of 


British  property  waa  at  stake,  the  «eeonty 
of  which  depeoded  on  passing  the  bill  wttb 
promptitude;  for  if  any  of  the  valuable 
ships  that  had  been  freighted  to  Buenos 
Avres  should  chance  to  be  k>si  before  the 
bill  should  be  so  passed,  the  underwritera 
would  not  be  respousibte.  The  bill  had 
been  brought  in  witli  the  consent  of  the 
company  \  for  when  it  i^as  first  discovered 
that  the  voyages  to  South  America  were 
illegal,  bis  majesty *s  ministers  had  thought 
ittlicirduty  to  bring  iA  a  biR  id  order  to 
rentier  them  legal.  In  December  laat^  a 
draft  of  tiie  bill  was  sent  to  the  directors  of 
the  South  Sea  company  kn  their  opinion, 
and  in  January  a  committee  of  the  direc- 
tors atteiuled  tho  privy  council,  when  a 
discussion  of  the  principle  of  the  bill  took 
place.  Several  alterations  suggested  by 
tlie  directors  were  agreed  to  by  the  privy 
council,  and  the  directors  then  signified 
their  approbation  oftbeblll^  of  which  tb« 
bill  then  before  the  house  was  a  eopy,  wr^rd 
for  word,  with  the  exception  of  those 
changes  of  expression  which  the  recapture 
of  Buenos  Ay(es  fequired»  If  ahy  claim 
coufd  hereafter  be  made  out  for  ct)mpen8a- 
tion,  the  justice  of  the  house  would  induce 
them  to  listen  to  such  claim  with  the  at- 
tention which  its  merits  deinan^dw— On 
the  other  hand^  it  was  maintained  by  Mr. 
Cripps,  sir  T.  Turton,  and  Mr.  H.  Thorn- 
ton, that  the  petitioivers  ought  lb  bti  heard 
by  counsel,  and  that  the  petition  could 
not  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  wa^  of  the 
plans  of  governmenf,  or  the  commefte  of 
the  country.  The  directors  of  tlie  South 
Sea  Company  had  a  great  doty  to  jfulfi}. 
They  were  ilie  gnarifians  of  the  proj^erty 
of  the  holders  ot  tlieir  stock  i0  the  aniount 
of  above  !9S,000,000/.  The  statenient 
made  on  a  late  evenings  that  for  65  ybars 
the  compafly  had  allowed  their  right  tn  tie 
dormant,  was  untrue:  for  during  the  whole 
of  that  period  they  had  been  in  tiie/ftabit 
of  gran  ling  licences,  although  it  was  allow- 
ed that  those  licences  were  not  of  much 
value.  The  righ(  wbith  their  charter  con« 
lerred  upcfnthera  was  valuable  and  trans- 
ferable, and  were  it  offered  to  the  ports 
of  Ltlndpn  or  Liverpool,  might  doubtless 
be  exiChanged  for  a  large  consideration. 
During  the  last  week  the  directors  had  re- 
ceived numerous  letters  from  proprietors, 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  urging 
them,  should  Buenos  Ayres  agam  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  English,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  their  privileges.  With  regard  to 
remuneration  for  the  loss  of  these  privi- 
l^ge&i  n  y^Y  moderate  one  was  desired* 
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The  duty  on  goods  exported  to  and  im- 
ported from  Buenos  Ayres  was  I24  per 
cent.  Tills  duty  migiit  easily  bear  the  ad- 
dition of  an  eight  per  cent,  which  would 
afford  the  small  remaneration  required.' — 
The  tnotion  for  hearing  counsel  was  theh 
negatived  without  a  division.  The  blanks 
in  the  bill  were  filled  up,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  recei\'«d  on  Thursday. 

fiotrse  or  commons^ 
Thursday^  February  26. 
[Minutes.]  This  day  a  ballot  took 
place  for  a  committee  to  try  and  determine 
the  merits  of  the  petition  oom plaining  of 
an  u^due  election  for  Malmsbury,  and  the 
following  members  were  chosen  :  R.  Fer- 
guson, lord  Mahou,  James  Dawkins,  T. 
P.  Symmonds,  VV,  Wingfieid,  M.  P.  An- 
drews, S.Boddingtoo,  R.  Morris,  H .  Swano, 
W.  Jacob,  viscount  Newark,  J.  Buller,  T. 
Stanley  ;  nominees,  viscount  Marsfaera,  H. 
Joddr^eUy  esi).—- Sir  £•  KnatchbuU  stated, 
that  somecircumstances  had  occurred  which 
had  induced  him  to  abandon  tlie  notioe'he 
had  given  for  that  day,  relative  to  the  con- 
duct of  a  certaia  witness  before  the  Sand- 
wich road  committee.  The  hon.  baronet 
took  occasion  to  disclaim  any  other  mo- 
tive in  the  proceeding  than  that  of  a  de- 
sire to  maintain  the  dignity  and  character  i 
of  that  house*  At  the  same  time  that  he 
made  ihis  statement,  be  could  not  suppose 
that  any  member  wo4ild  be  inclined  to  bus.- 
pect  him  of  being  actuated  by  any  other 
view* 

[Mil.    PaULL^S    PSTITIOW   RBSPfiCTING 

TAB  WesTHivsTER  Klcction.]  Lord 
Ffdkesttme  called  the  particular  attention  of 
the  house  to  a  petition  which  he  held  in 
his  hand  from  James  PauU,  esq,  the  peti* 
tinning  candidate  lor  Westminster.  The 
noble  lord  stated,  that  the  petitioner  com- 
plained of  a  breach  of  the  standiug  order  |»tbat 
of  that  house  which  regarded  witnesses, 
and  requested  that  it  might  be  read. 
It  declares,  '*  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  any 
<•  person  hath  -been  tampering  with  any  wit- 
**  ness,  in  respect  of  his  evidence  to  be  given 
^*  to  this  houBe,or  any  committee  thereof,  or 
'*  directly  or  indirectly  hath  endeavoured 
'*  to  deter  or  hinder  any  person  from  ap* 
'<  pearing,  or  giving  evidence,  the  same  is 
^  declared  to  be  a  high  crime  and  misde- 
**  meanour ;  and  this  bouse  will  proceed 
*^  with  the  utmost  severity  against  such  of- 
**  fender.'.'*— The  noUe  lord  then  presented 
the  following  Petition,  which  was  #ead  bgr 
the  clerk  at  the  table: 


''  To  the  honourable  the  commons  of 
-  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled: 
The  humble  Petition  of  James  Paull, 
esq.  one  of  the  candidates  to  represent 
the  city  of  Westminster  at  tlie  last  elec- 
tion for  members  of  Parliament  to  serve 
ibr  the  said  city, 

'«  Shewetb;  That  at  the  «aid  election  the 
right  hon.  R*  B.  Sheridan  \vas  returned  a 
member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  said 
city.  That  your  peUtioner  presented  a  pe-> 
tion  to  this  hon.  houee,  against  tlie  return  ' 
of  the  said  R.  B.  Sheridan,  charging  him, 
among  other  things,  with  having  procured  ' 
the  same  by  means  of  undue  and  illegal 
influence,  by  threats  and '  menaces,,  and  by 
divers  at ts  of  bribery  and  corruption.  That 
the  said  petition  was  appointed  to  be  ta-  ' 
ken  into  consideration  on  the  24th  of  this 
instant  month  of  February.  That  this  ho- 
nourable house  thought  /it,  at  the  instance 
of  the  said  R.  B«  Sheridan,  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  said  petition  until 
the  14th  of  April  now  next  ensuing.  •  That 
your  petitioner  has  lately  discovered  that 
the  said  R.  B.  Sheridan,  in  defiance  of  the 
standing  orders  of  this  house,  and  to  the  ma- 
nifest subversion  ofevery  principle  of  justice^ 
has,  by  divers  nefarious  ways  and  means, 
tampered  witli  and  endeavoured  to  corrupt, 
and  has  attempted  to  persuade  and  to  de- 
ter and  hinder,  certain  persons  whom  your 
petitioner  intended  and  still  intends  to  ex- 
amine, and  who  are  and  will  be  material 
witnesses  upon  the  trial  of  the  said  peti- 
tion, from  appearing  on  the  day  when  the 
said  petition  shall  be  heard,  and  from  gi- 
ving their  unbiassed,  or  any,  testimony  on 
beh^f  of  your  petitioner,  and  against  the 
saidR.B«  Sheridan.— That  one  Wm.  Drake 
was  and  still  is  a  material  witness  sum« 
moned  on  behalf  of  your  petitioner,  and 
the  said  W.  Drake  having,  on  or- 
about  the  lOth  of  this  instant  February,  in- 
formed the  said  R.  B.  Sheridan  that  he  had 
been  so  summoned,  and  having  enquired  of 
him  the  course  he  was  to  pursue,  the  said 
R.  B.  Sheridan  told  him  tp  leave  that  bu- 
siness to  him,  that  he  would  procure  him 
a  situation  abroad,  and  he  would  also  pro« 
vide  for  the  father  of  the  said  W.  Drake, 
and  added,  that  the  said  W.  Drake  Inlght 
have  any  money  he  pleased,  and  wished  the 
satd  W.  Drake  to  keep  out  of  the  way,  and 
endeavoured  to  persuade  the  said  W.Drake 
not  to  give,  and  to  intimidate,  and  deter, 
and  hinder  him  from  giving,  complete  and 
unbiassed  testimony  before  the  select  oom« 
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AiMeo  of  the  facU  knoivn  to  hkn  rdaim 
ai.tba  said  election,  aod  did  offer  to  ^ve 
mooey  to  tbe  said  VY,  Drake  for  hint  to 
prpcu^in    for  tlio  said  R.  B«  Sheridao    a 
cerlatu  lelt^r,  in  the  possession  of  one 
EuMueiuel  Harris*  and  which  letter  the  taid 
£<  Harris  bad  been  r^^uired  by  an  order  of 
ibe  right  hon.  the  speaker  to  produce  be- 
fore the  said  commitlee ;  and  that  the  said 
E*  I).  Sheridan  did  also,  on  or  about  Thurs- 
day»  the  19tb  of  Feb*  instant,  again  olfer 
the  said  \W  Drake  money,  and  a  situation 
of  profit,  with  the  .same  view,  and  did 
likewise  on  the  last  tneotioued  day,  endea- 
vour lo  persuade  one  Tho*  Weatberhead, 
not  to  give  an  unbiassed  testiaiony  on  the 
trial  of  tlie  ^aid  petition^    And  tliat  one 
i\jex«  Johnston, one  Frederick  Horn iu«  one 
Edwards,  and  divers  others  tfae  agfnts  and 
partisans  of  the  said  R*  B.  Sheridan,  did 
also  tampei:  «titb  the  said  W.  Drak«,  and 
endeavour  to  persuade  and  todeier,.and 
to  hinder  him  from  giving  unbiassed  testi* 
niony  before  the  said  cntDmittee ;  and  the 
said  A.  Johnston  and  F.  Moeoan  did  also 
cndeatpiir  to  persuade  apd  induce  the  said 
W.  Drake  to  procure  t(^  aforesaid  letter 
fi:om  tlie  said  E.  Harris^^^-That  the  said  R. 
l\,  Sheridan,  by  one  Henry  Burgess,  one 
James  Wallace,  and  one  John  Gallitut,  and 
djvets  others  his  agents  and  partisans,  did 
also  tamper  with  divers  other  witnesses 
summoned  by  your  petitioner  to  give  testi* 
niony  on  his  behsif :  and  in  particular  that 
the  said  James  Wallace 'and  John  Gallant 
did  inform  one  Wm-Sper  ring,  one  Wm,  War- 
ren, one  Jeremiah  Janies,  one  John  Pul- 
leu,  one  Daniel  Richardson,  one  John  Ra- 
l^m)  and  one  Christ.  Rich  rdson,  whom 
hfi  }$new  bad  been  so  summoned,  that  it 
M^as  intended  to  move  this  boo.,  house  to 
postpone  ihp  coiwideration  of  the  said  pe- 
tijtiofi  until  a.  future  day,  by  which  means 
the  orders  to  attend  the  said  pumt^iiitee, 
Avith  which  tl^y  had  been  seryQd,  would  be 
invalid  and  of  no  use  ;  and  tlmt  if  it  were 
ppfctponed  but  for  one  day,  there  would  be 
tinve  for  them  all  to  get  ouit  of  the  way  to 
avoid  their-  being-  served  a  second  time ; 
and  added)  that  when  they  had  succeeded 
iu  putting  it  oif^  @«ch  person  should  have 
money  tp  go  out  of  the  way  to  prevent  his 
being  summoned  ;  and  your  pecitiohbr  baa 
beep  informed  arid  verily  believes  that  the 
said  W.  8perringi  D*  Ai^hardion,.  and  W* 
Warren  are  now  bu€  of  the  wai^f  and  have 
been  persuaded  f^ld  itiduc^d  so.  to  dcv  by 
ii)o.meaos  aforf«said.--^Tljat  th^  said  fi,  B« 
^h^i^aui  and  th^  aevferjrl  pi^r«on$>.4^giesits^ 


and  paHMBHS,  afbiesaid,  with  divers  othero, 
liave  coospired  tog^her^  im  naooer  sioW" 
said,  and  in  divers  otlier  waya,  for  the  p«r- 
po^  of  depriving  your  petitioner  of  fais  just 
right,  and  preveatmg  biai  from  estaUtshiog 
by  his  witnesses  i«fore  a  comnulles  tti 
your  honourable  houses  bis  ciaun  to  repre- 
sent the  said  city  of  Westminster.-«»All 
which  traosaclions  of  the  said  R.  B.  She- 
ridan, his  agents,  and  partisans,  are  to  the 
great  injury  of  your  petitioner,  in  the  ma- 
nifest violation  of  the  standing  Orders  of 
this  boa.  bouse,  in  defianpe.of  jusiioe,  in 
breach  of  the  law,  and  to  the  utter  de- 
struotion  of  equal  trial.  Your  petitioner 
therefore  prays  that  be  may  be  permitted 
to  prove  the  fac-ts  above  stated,  at  the  bar 
of  this  bon.^bouse,  that  he 'may  be  heard 
by  his  counsel  at  tlie  bar,  and  that  tfaxa 
bou«  boiise  will  take  his  witnesses  under 
Its  protection,  and  give  such  relief  aa  in 
justice  shall  to  this  bon.  house  seem  fit. 
And  your  petitioner  shall  ever  pray,  &c." 
««-Upoii  the  rootioo  that  the  petition  should 
lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  to  a&k  the  noble  lord, 
whether  it  was  his,  intention  to  follow  up 
this  petition  by  any  grave  proceeding,  be. 
cause,  'if  so,  be  would  reserve  .what  be  bad 
to  state  upon  this  sul^ect,  until  such  pro- 
ceeding should  be  propos^ } 

Lord  TMtsifme  replied,  that  he  meant 
the  next  day  to  ground  a  motion  upon  this 
petition,  of  whieh  he  took  that  opportunity 
to  give  notice.rr-Tbe  petition  waa  then 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wilbetfcrce  reminded  thte  noble 
lord,  that  a  question  of  considerable  im* 
portance  stood.for  the  nt%X  day,- 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  as  the  motion 
bf  the  noble  brd  referred  to  a  breach 
of  privilege,  it  naturally  took  precedfmcy 
bf  every  other  question. 

Lord  Howipk  concurred  with  the  opi-* 
hioQ  the  house  had  just  heard  from  the 
chair,  that  it  had  always  been  usual  to. 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  any  charge 
bonnected  with  a  breach  of  privilege  witl^ 
b11  convienient  expedition*  Indeed^  the 
prompt  investigation  of  such,  an  important 
poinl  was  sodeeirable,  that  he  should  wish  i^ 
to  be  gone  into  tbat  p^^Ut*  If  the  poble  lord 
were  tnolined  to  procffed,  he  eould  nota^p« 
poS»  ifaet  there  ecciaied  xm  any  side  of  ^e 
hottsetJse^ighSeftlukdtsfftositioii  tohearfaim* 
L^rd  fMestentj  aftfr  all  |bal  he  bad 
heard' jof  die  dUrtiine..  of  not  jK^  veto  not 
pnfep^ed  t&  ei^tfei  t^iat  the  tRmse  WoiiM 
:be  \vUHug  to  eiitertasB  a.  tptstiep^.of  tbiil 
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nkttre  wkbont  a  preinoos  oolite,    -Such 
notice  betug  always  usual  upoagt^ve 'occa- 
sions^ be  confessed  that  be  was  aot  ready 
to  enter  into  this  question  at'preBent:  nor 
did  lie  belieiw  the  parties  iut«restt%l  for  the 
peiitioQ  were  ready  either.     For  neither  he 
nor  they  could  have  expected  that  the  house 
would  have  felt  disposed  to  deviate  from  its 
general  practice  in  this  particular  instance. 
•  Mr.  Sieridsn  felt  it  his  duty  to  abstain 
at  present  from  any  remark  upon  this  ex- 
traordinary petition.     Indeed,  if  he  were 
uow  to  enter  into  its  allegations,  he  very 
much  apprehended  that  he  might  be  led  to 
speak  of  it  in  warmer  terms  of  scorn  and 
contempt  than  woiild  be  quite  beaming, 
afler  the  order  .which  the  liouse  had  just 
made*     His  hope  and  desire  was,  that  the 
consideratiou  of  this  subject  would  be  pro«- 
ceeded.  upon  as  soon  as  possible,  and  he 
sinoerely  wished  that  the  noble  lord  -might 
collect  and  present  petitions,    containing 
all    the  charges  circulated    a^ihst  him, 
eitlier  during  the  progress,  or  since  tlie 
termination  of  the  Westminster  election. 
Me  would  be  glad  to  have  the  whole  of  that 
transaction  brought  before  the  house,  and 
billy  investigated »~     It  was  not  one  act 
alone,  but  every  part  of  the  proceeding 
that  it  was  his  wish  to  have  discussed.    He 
bad  no  reaaoa  to  be  afraid  of  any  thing 
that  could  be  proved.    It  was  the  loose  al- 
legation   which   originated    in  falsehood, 
which  was  propagated  by  craft,  and  shrank 
from  enquiry,  that  could  alone  affect  his 
kiteresl.      With  regard    to    the  charges 
against  hhii,  icontained  in  the  petition  be- 
fore thr  houee,  he  did  not  know  wliether 
it  woald  be  decent  to  say  that  every  word 
of  ifaeoi  K^as  agroes  falsehood.  But  this  he 
knew,  (bat  he  was  fully  prepared  to  shew 
at  the  bar,  if  permitteid  to  prov<e,  that  all 
Ibe  witoessee  (Sxamiai^d  at  the  bar  were  for« 
sworn,  bat  that,  he  said,  would  be  mat- 
an  for  future  observatioa. 

L#rd  Hovick  rnther  wisfaec)  the  bouse 
shou^  not  separate  witbotrt  some  farther 
proeeedifig  upon  the  subject<yf  the  petition 
As  to  the  doctrine  of  notioes,  he  did  not 
(Conceive  it  by  any  means  so  saci^d  asthe 
noble  k)trd  ppofessed  to  thvnk.  It  certain 
iy  wa9  trot  a  settled  practice,  or  a  standrng 
order,  althou^ithadoflatebeen^eneraV 
)y  obaerved.  This  pra6ttoe,  thei«fove, 
need  not  be  adhered  t(^<€ta  the  preKeat -oc- 
casion. His  desire  tms  to  a;votd  imyuti'- 
neoes^ary  <delay,  «afd  tinit  the  noble  'lord 
MKHild  at  oaoe  tame  to  refer  the  petition 
Ipte  cpBmiaCtee  of  privtleg0s;  and  a^t^ 


such  .motion,  he  would  then  suggest'  to  the* 

iKoble  lord  the  propriety  of  appointing  a 

day  for  liae  house  to  resolve  itself  into 

sucii  commkteeu     He   was  sorry,  as  the 

noble  lord  adhered  to  notices,  that  he  did 

not,  OB  some  X former  day,  give  notice  of 

this  petition,  and  then  there  could  be  no 

reason  for  tim  delay  that  noble  lord  now 

proposed.  .  Without    entering   at  present 

into  the  general  merits  of  the  petition,  he 

had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  was 

one  part  of  the  prayer  with  which  he  could 

not  concur.    Indeed,  it  would  be  quite 

unusual  to  introduce  counsel  upon  such  an 

occasion.    But  independently  of  eustom, 

the  house  must  feel  that  it  would  be  tncon- 

si^eutwith  its  dimity  to  have  counsel  at 

its  bar,  discussing  the  nature  of  its  own 

privileges,  and   the  means  of  preserving 

them.    That  part  of  the  prayer  of  the  pe-    ' 

tition,  therefore,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty 

to  oppose.     He  again  said,  that  he  should 

wish  the  noble  lord  to .  proceed    at  onoe 

upon  this  important  question. 

Tlie  Speaker  observed,  that  as  the  house 
had  already  ordered  the  petition  to  He  on 
the  table,  it  was  now  too  late  to  make  any 
other  order. 

Lord  Folkestone  was  not  aware  that  it 
bad  ever  been  the  practice  to  give  any  bo- 
tice  of  the  intentiou  to  present  a  petition. 
If  such  had  been  the  custom,   the  noble 
secretary  >voukl  not  have  had  to  express 
any  regret  on  this  occasion.    The  only  ncN* 
tice  which  he  understood   custom  to  re« 
quire,  he  had  not  neglected  in  this  instance, 
namely,  that  of  apprising  the  individual 
concomed  of  his  iotenlioti  to  present  s«oii 
a  petition.     For  he  himself  left  a  note  the 
preceding  day  4Ur  the  house  of  the  right 
hon.  gent.    (Mr.    Slieridan)    acquainting 
him  of  hts  intention  of  presenting  the  peti« 
tion  this  day.    With  respect  to  the  nature 
of  his  fature  proceeding,  he  felt  some  dii!i> 
oulty  in  determining^  inconsequence  oftha 
dec&rationr  which  tbi^  hoase  had  just  heard 
from  the  noble  secretary  of  state,  as  he 
had   calcufaAed  upon   the  necessity  and 
propriety  of  oom$sel  to  examine  the  witnee* 
ses.     This  new  difRcuhy  Rendered  him  of 
oouTse  still  less eap8ft>}e  of  proceeding' with 
the  promptitude  which  the  noble  secretar|r 
professed  to  desire.   At  this  desired  could 
not  help  feeljng  soneas^onishwiem,  eensi* 
demg'hww  muoh  the  doctHno  of  aotices  had 
beetioftenimasted  opon,recol-lecting,ind6ed, 
that  tho'^glect  of  previous  notice  faaiA 
^en  sometimes  deemed  a  fatal  bbjeotiont^ 
tii»«)opti|f)fn«faa6«ien.   But  to  retvmt^ 
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tfw  noble  secretafy't  wish  for  prooatdiBg 
tliat  night,  the  fact  wts,  that  such  e  eoune 
would  terve  to  render  the  whole  bmineM  no- 
gatory^and  wonldindeed  operate  toatiile  the 
onquiry,  as  none  of  the  necessary  witnesses 
were  then  in  attendance,  nor  eonld,  iierhaps, 
be  immediately  found.  He  therdbre  should 
postpone  the  subject  uutil  the  next  day. 
*  Lord  Htmck^  influenced  by  what  had 
fallen  from  the  cbair»  did  not  mean  to  press 
any  farther  proceeding  that  night.  But, 
in  order  to  obviate  the  possibility  of  any 
misconception  or  misconstruction  arising 
out  of  what  the  noble  lord  bad  said  relative 
to  tbe  idea  of  rendering  this  business  nuga- 
tory,  or  stifling  enquiry,be  tliought  it  neces- 
sary to  repeat  the  substance  of  what  he 
had  beCore  stated.  In  urging  the  noble 
lord  to  move  at  once  for  remrring  the  pe- 
tition on  the  table  to  a  committee  of  privi- 
kg^y  he  by  no  means  proposed  that  tbe 
noble  lord  should  at  once  be  called  on  to 
pioduce  his  witnesses,  and  go  into  the  en- 
quiry ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  distinct^ 
stated,  that  a  future  day  should  be  ap- 
pointed for  tbe  committee  to  sit.  There- 
fore, no  expression  whatever  had  escaped 
him  which  could  warrant  any  man  in  sup* 
posing  that  he  wished  the  noble  lord  to  be 
taken  by  surprise,  or  hurried  into  the  eu 
quiry  without  ample  preparatibn.  Now, 
in  order  that  full  time  should  be  allowed 
tbe  noble  lord  to  prepare  and  bring  for- 
ward his  witDesseSy  be  proposed  that  the 
further  consideration  of  this  subject  should 
be  postponed  till  Monday. 

Lord  Fc»/A:e«#<mtf  expressed  bis  willingness 
to  iidopt  the  suggestion  of  the  noble  secre- 
tary of  state,  by  postponing  till  Monday 
his  intended  motion  upon  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Paull's  petition. 

Mr.  Adam  wished  to  know  the  precise 
nature  of  the  noble  lord's  motion,  iu  order 
that  gentlemen  ^ould  have  an  opportunity 
previously  to  consider  it :  for  with  all  tbe 
desire  that  be  felt  to  have  a  charge  of  such 
aggravated  character  probed  to  the  bottom, 
stiii  he  might  feel  himself  under  flie  neces* 
sity  of  negativing  the  noble  lord's  motion, 
should  it  prove  to  be  incorrect  in  its.nature. 

Lord  Folkestone  felt  himself  unable  to 
givfs  a  precipe  answer  to  the  learned  gent.'s 
question,  particularly  in  consequence  of 
what  had  ^lleii  from  the  noble  secretary 
of  state*  He  therefore  could  not  at  present 
say  distinctly  what  would  be  the  form  of  his 
motion ;  but  he  had  no  objection  to  state 
^neraliy,  that  thet>bject  of  it  would  be  to 
^u,y<^  wHiiesses  palled  to  tbe  bar  (or  axamina* , 


I  tiott  as  to  tlM  charges  all^id  in  tbe  petition. 
[Nsw  PiAN  /or  Fiv AWCB.]    Lord  Cm- 
tkn&gk,  baibre  he  prbpoaed  to  name  ano- 
ther day  for  the  considerafion  of  the  Fi- 
nancial Resolutions  he  had  laid  before  the 
house,  wished  to  take  this  opportoatty  of 
submitting  three  other  resolutions  which  he 
proposed  to  bring  under  its  consideration. 
He  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  any  detail 
that  could  provoke  diseussion  or  call  for 
reply.    Uis  object  was,  simply  to  state  Uia 
object  of  the  new  resolutions  he  meant  to 
propose.    He  felt  himself  called  upon  to 
bring  forward  these  resolutions,  and  par- 
ticularly in  consequence  of  certain  express 
sions  wbich  fell  from  an  hon.  gent«  (Mr. 
H.  Thornton),  whose  opinions  were  much 
looked  up  to  on  all  subjects,  but  particu- 
larly on  subjects  of  this  nature*  That  hon«. 
gent.had  complainedthathi3(lordC.'s)  reso- 
lutions instituted  comparison^  between  the 
noble  lord's  ^stem  and  the  old  mode  (Mr. 
Pitt's)  of  raising  the  expences  within  the 
year,  and  not  with  either  of  the  plans  he 
proposed  to  substitute,  and  that  t^  was 
not  fair  at  a  time  when  it  was  universally 
agreed  that  further  taxation  ought  tjO  be 
abstained  from.    Two  of  the  resolutions 
he  had  now  to  propose,  were  to  shew  that 
the  noble  lord's  plan  would  bear  as  little 
comparison  with  the  modifications  of  it 
which  he  had  proposed,  as  with  the  old  sys* 
tem.    The  third  resolution  was  to  shew,' 
thai  by  the  noble  lord's  mode  of  managing 
the  sinking  fund,  more  injury  would  t>e 
done    to    the  stockhol<iei^,  than,  by  the 
former  system,  or  either  of  the  plans  pro* 
posed  by  him.    He  wished  to  make  a  few 
verbal  amendments  in  the  resolutions  now 
before  the  house,  in  order  to  put  tlie  house 
fully  in  possession  of  his  views.    Upon  the 
fullest  consideration,  he  saw  no  reason  to 
alter  the  opinion  he  had  at  first  formed  of 
the  noble  lord's  plan,  and  his  objections  to 
it  were  rather  confirmed  and  increased, 
than  diminished.— The  further  considera- 
tion of  ail  the  resolutions  was  then  de« 
ferred  till  Monday  fortnight.    The  whole 
of  the  Rcsoluiiotts  moved  by  the  noble  lord 
wei*e  as  follow: 

No.  K— ''That  it  is  proposed  by  tbe 
New  Plan  of  Finance,  brought  forward  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  that  the 
annual  excesses  of  the  present  sinking 
fund,  ^K>ve  the  interest  of  the  debt  charged 
upon  it  in  any  given  year,  shoiild  be  de- 
ckred  to  be  at  tbe  disposal  of  p^iaaient, 
and  applicable  to  the  public  service.  And 
it  appears  that  the  aggregate  produce  of 
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the  Mid  ftxeenes*  bviweea  the  jvars  16J6 
and  1826,  wUl  amount  in  the  whole  to 
11^239809'.  (E.)**— That  ammities  to  the 
atoouot  of  €83,062/.  will  fall  in  between 
the  years  1807  and  1826-  (K.)^Tbat  it 
is  proposed  by  the  New  Plan  of  Finapce,  to 
charge*  on  the  aggregate  produce  pf  the 
said  excesses  of  the  sinking  fund,  and  upon 
the  said  annuities,  the  interest  and  sinking 
fund  of  204,200,000/.  SuppletDentery 
loans  (B.);  and  to  impose,  in  aid  of  the 
said  aggregate  produce,  between  the  years 
1810  and  181 6,  new  taxes,  to  the  amount 
of  2,051,000/.  (C.)**That,  in  addition  to 
the  supplementary  loans  so  to  be  provided 
for,  it  is  proposed  by  the  New  Plan 
to  raise  war  loans  to  the  amount  of 
292,000,000/.  on  the  credit  of  the  war 
taxes,  amounting  to  21,000,000/.  (C.) — 
That  the  war  and  supplementary  loans  of 
eachyear,  added  .to  so  much  of  the  war 
taxes  as  may  remain  unmortgaged,  will 
produce  in  each  year  respectively  the  snm 
of  32,000,000/.  (B.)— That,  in  order  to 
raise  the  said  sum  of  32,000,000/.  in  each 
year,  without  mortgaging  the  war  taxes, 
there  would  be  required,  in  addition  to  the 
21,000,000/.  of  war  taxes-,  an  annual  loan 
of  11  nnlltone  only. — ^Thal«  without  any 
mortgage  upon  the  war  taxes,  (9i^)3|)ostng 
the  charge  and  the  permanent  provisiiifti 
for  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of  the 
same,  to  arise  proportionably  in  the  re- 
spective years)  an  annual  loan  of  1 1  mil. 
lions  might  be  provided  for,  for  nearly  19 
ye«rs,  by  the  application  of  the  same 
fuhds;  viz.  the  annuities,  amounting  to 
683,062/.;  the  excesses  of  the  sinking 
fund,  amounting  to  11,1 22,809/«;  and,  the 
new  taxes  intended  to  be  imposed  by  the 
New  Plan,  amounting  to  2,051,000/.,  on 
which  the  supplementary  loans  are  to 
be  charged/' 

Now  2.—''  That  the  proposed  system  of 
Finance  proceeds  gradually  to  mortgage,  for 
14  years,  the  whole  of  the  war  taxes  for 
the  interest  of  loans  in  wan— That  Uiese 
taxes  are  not  generally  of  a  natuse  which 
can,,  with  propriety,  be  so  pledged  as  se- 
veral of  them  (sQcfa  as  the  tax  on  tonttstge 
and  exports;  and  the  duties  on  tea  and 
•u  spirits)  must  probably  either  be  modi* 
fied,  or  reduced,  on  a  peace ;  whilst  it  is 
proposed, by  the  said  Plan,  that  the  proper- 
ty tax,  amounting  to  1 1,500,000/.  should  in 


that  event  be  entirely  remitted;  in:  which ^ 
case  (exclusive  of  any  nfiiortgage  at  the'  time' 
affecting  the  residue  of  the  w'ar  taxes)  the 
portion  of  them  which  might  be  continued^ 
without  material  prejudice  .to  the  public 
revenne  beyond  the  war,  must  be  wholly 
insufficient  to  equs^ize  the  revenue  with  the 
peace  expenditure. 

Suppose  a  Peace  Establishment  at  ii^.  15,000,060  : 
If  the  War  Taxes,  were  mortgaged,  there  would 
remain. 

Land  and  Malt  -  -  ^.2,750,000 

SarpluR  of  Consolkla* 
ted  Fund  -----  5^00,000 

Lottery 450,000 


6,700,000 
8,300,000 


jf  .6,700,000  - 
Annual  Deficiency  to  be  provided  for 

by  New  Loans  or  Taxes  -  -  -  - 
Supposing  the  Peace  EstabHshment  to 

amount  to 20,000,000 

The  Deficiency  to  be  provided  for,  in 

lilce  manner,  would  be 13,300,000 


*  Nel6.-*The  letters  refer  to  the  tables  ia  the 
printed  papers,  m  which  the  price  of  the  9  per 
cent,  stock  is  taken  at  eo. 


Nb,  3.a-."That  the  New  Plan  will  re* 
quire  loans  to  a  greater  amount,  to  be 
raised  in  each  j'lear,  than  would  be  required 
if  the  usual  system  of  borrowing  were  per- 
severed in. 
By  the  present  Systerai  in  order  to 

eover  a  War  Expenditure  of  w^«3%000,QOQ 
There  wo«M  be  wanted  in  each     ^ 
year,    in  aid  of  the   twenty*- 
one  Minions  War  Taxes,'  a 

Loan  of 11,000,00^ 

Amounting,  in 'twenty  years,  to  220,.000,00a 

■mSSSbmhSS 

.  New  Plan  ; 
Amount  of  War  Loans»  for  twenty 

years  (B) •^«  292/)00,00O 

Ditto  of  Supplementary  Loans,  for 

ditto  (B)----- 204,200,000 

Total  *  -  ..  -  jg.496,g0a,000 

Total  Excess  by  tlie  New  Plan  -^  -^wg. 276,200,000 

The  average  capital  to  be  annually  raised 

by  the  New  Plan  is,  » 

Annual  Amount  of  Loans,  by  the  New  Pfats,  on 

a  2Ui»year8'  average : 

War  Loan ---.<?.  14,600,000 

Supplementary  Ditto  -  -  -  10,200,000 
Toial  by  New  Plan  -  24,800,800 

Average  Annual  Excess  by  New  Plan  13,800,000 


No.  4.—"  That  the  comparative  Increase 
of  the  Public  Debt,  which  would  be  pro* 
duced  by  the  two  Systems^  and  the  effect 
Ihey  will  have  on  the  proportionate  amount 
of  the  sinking  funi,  by  their  operation  io 
20  years,  is  as  loliows : 

Emcc  ov  THE  Prissvt  Ststijc, 

As  esHtinf  veftdier  26,  32,  Sb42  Oea.  III.  eap« 
31,55,  a(  71. 
The  AdMunt  of  Money  Capital  of  the  Poblia 
Debt  is  (by  Table  N.)  in  tbe  year 
1107 .  -r  -  -  -I.  *  ^368,793,W 
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Tito  Amomit  «r  ^iMo  win  Wv  »  CM 

mbed  in  each  >var  --.---  270,44.1,305 

DecineaM  of  Debt  in  30  years, 
raising  11  uiillions  in  each 
y«ar 93.350,41*r 


ErricT  OF  thx  Niw  Pl ak  : 

Amount  of  the  Money  Capital  oftliePahDc  IM/t, 

WiSer  the  New  Plon,  w,  m  1807,  £.  364,993,7fi€ 

Tte  anmmt«ir««lo  wNlto,  ia  1«€«,  455,M7,93<2 


Increase  by  NewPlan  in  SO  yean  £.  f  0,^^44,2 1 0 


Decrease  of  Debt  by  Present  System, 

as  abore d,   P3,3.'»0,4n 

Increase  of  ditto  by  the  New  Plan    ro.544/ilO 
Total  increase  of  debt  by  New  System  £.  1  au,B94,6<>7 


TilE 


Effect  or  t«k  Present  Plak  ok 

SXNKTKG  FO]fD: 
Amonnt  of  Sinking  Fund,  trnder  the 
Pv«sent  Sy 8tem,on  the  Public  Debt, 
tS(n,(N)  je.«,515,042 

Amount  of  ditto  wmt*,tii  l«26  (N)  27,115,881 
laereise  of  Sinking  Fund  in  90  yenrs  -  18,610,839 

Effect  of  the  Nfcw   Plak    on  the 

SiMKIVG  FVND  : 
Amount  of  Sinking  Funfl*  under  •the 
New  System,  is  stated  to  'be,    in 

1807 £.  8,f  3:»,042 

Amount  ofditto  vnder  the  Nei^vSy«« 

tem,  will  be,  in  \WG  - <U>,901,3fiO 

Increase  in  ^  years  .  -  -  -  -  «£.  17,966^318 
Difierence  in  favour  of  present 
System  ------------      644,421 


So  that  the  New  Plan  gives  only 
26,901,3^/.  sinking  fund  on  a  debt  of 
455,537,932/. ;  whilst  the  present  systeai 
tK>uld  give  the  larger  sinking  fund  of 
97,115»981/.  on  the  smaller  debt  of 
f  70,443,305/*  (N.)— The  proportion  of  thfc 
fuikiugfand  to  the  vrhole  debt, would  be,  un- 
.  dtr  the  present  Plan,  in  1826,  above  one- 
lentb.— Theproportioii  of  the  sinking  fund  to 
the  whole  debt,  tfuder  tlie  New  Plan,  will  be 
in  1826,  about  one-seventeenth.  (N.)— The 
linking  fund,  under  the  present  plan, 
^iboTestated  at  27,115^881/.  continues  to 
iocfeftefl  at  compound  interest,  after  the 
year  1826,  till  the  whole  .debt  is  redeemed. 
—The  Sinfeiiig  Fuod^undor  tba  Ne  w  Fla«i,ha. 
ving  adtatned  its  maximttta  of  2^,165,3£8/. 
in  law^^r  ItSO,  descendfi.to  26,901,366/. 
)atbe.je«r  18^6;  and  oivst  continue  to 
dcchoe  after  that  periodt.so  long  as  the 
excesses  shall  be  deducted^"^ 


No<  :5.-^^  that  an  Increase  of  Clurges 
for.  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of  loans, 
foT  The  ^  years,  must  take  |)lace  utider  the 
M«w  Plwi^^Qmpved.wiUi  the  like  charge; 


wbkii  mvM  trin  pliM,  im«  tke  pnKent 
systMi  perseTemd  Uu 

EPFSCTi  OF  THE  PltESEET  StSTEM. 

AMMMd  Imd  £.  ll,O00,00Q.^-42bs««e.     . 
for  Intetest  and  Sinking  Fond  (L)  X.  738,333 

Amount    of     I^oaos    for    tweaty 

years,/*.  290,000,000 Charge 

i»rditt«(U) 14/;66,680 

Effect  of  nm  Nsw  Plait  i 
Chaife  of  tb«  8mi|»ltaifnt«rx  lioana,. 
amounting  in  20  years  to  jf. 204,^00,000. 
Expiring  Annuities  deducted  (C)  /;.  14,2C6|38 
War  Taxes,  nwrtgaged  at  the  end 
at  ao  yeaffi,  wbkh  am  i»  be  libe> 
rated  sucofssirelF  in  the  nest  14 
years  after  1826 21,000,000 

Charge,  as  aboT«,  nadev  the  pfeient 

System  (L) ^  -  *  £.  14|666,6r)0 

Chafgt  under  tbo  Hew  Planj  Ibr  Siqi* 
pIcoMiitarr  Loans  only  (6.)  *  -  14,299,3S8 
Difiereuce,  exclosirc  of  Charge  of 
Distribution,  as  stated  in  Resola- 
tk)n  8.  A. £^     370,272 

War  Taxesy  mortigagc^  as  abcfve  for 
War  Loans,  according  to  the 
New  Plan £.  21,000,000 

Ditto,    ticcoiding  to  the    present 
Systenk ...rf.      Kil. 


No,  6.— <<  Tbvl  the  Ways  end  Meeiv, 

proposed  by  the  New  Pliai,  to  prevent  the 

necessity  of  imfosi^g  new  ta.ve9  to  any 

GoosideraUe  amount^   vis.  Ibe   expiring 

aaiiuities»  together  with  the  excesses  of 

tbe  Sluicing  fiuid  above  (he  intef^e^of  the 

unrefieeuied  debt, ,  are  equaUy  iq^ilicabie, 

pro  tani0i  to  mitigate  their  increase  under 

any  other  mode  of  raising  loana  whioh  may 

be  decided  on^    The  means  pipposed  by 

the  .New  Plain  of  defraying  the.  iot««tt 

and  sinking  fund  ot  Ulie  sapplementary 

loans  are  as  follows  : 

Prod^e  of  tliOiBxcess  of -the  Sinking  Futid  be* 

twe'en  1816  and  1 826,  above  the  in teresit  of  the 

Unredeemed  Debt  (F)  -  -  -  -  £\  11,122,809 

Applicable  by  theiktHng>4n  of  An-     '« 

mitiea  ....h^.^i...;^.'^        aS8j062 
New  Permanent  Taxes  proposed,  by 
the  New  Plan  to  be  raised  ber 
twecn   1810    Snd    1817,  to  tbe 
smount  of  (K)  -'---•.--  -    g,O5l,0a5 
'    Total  *  r  .  .-  £.15^836,871 

Annuities  not  deducted  (C)  -  -  f.  14^96,088 
*  Ways  and  Means  as  above  -  -  -  -  ^3,856,871 
Remains  to  be  provide  fdr^  exclu- 
sive of  the  cbafge  of  equall2n^  the 
'   Ws^«nd)ffeattft,%rtth«heeharge, 
ID  fiur  as  they  d«  not  srfae  pMpMu 

•    * c^mMi 


f\i^»^6.A^ 
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consolidated  into  a  common  debt;  and 
the  deficiency,  on  the  peace  establiBbment, 
must  be  provided  for  either  by  fresh  taxes, 
or  fresh  loans/' 


<%8rge  for  the  total  ttnonnt  of  Loans,  at  the 
rate  of  11^000,000/.  a  yeaic*  under  the  pre- 
sent System,  at  733,333/.  per  annum,  for  In- 
teisest  and  Sinking  Fund^  the  Expiring  Annui- 
ties not  deducted  ^K)  -  -  -•  -  £.14,666,660 


As  a  Fund  to  supply  this  Charge,the 
"Ways  and  Means,  as  above,  for 
raising  the  Interest  and  Sinking 
Fund  of  the  Supplementary  Loans, 
fliay  be  applied,  pro  tanto  ^  -  .  -  13,856,671 
Kemains  to  be  provided  for,  in 
order  te  cover  the  charge,  ex- 
clusive of  the  chai'ge  of  dis- 
tribution, as  above  -----  .£.809,78.9. 

It  therefore  appears,  that  the  means  re- 
.tjuiredto  be  applied  under  tlie  New  System, 
to  defray  the  charge  >for  Interest  and  Sink- 
ing Fund  on  the  Supplementary  Loans 
alone,  would,  with  the  addition  of  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  370,272/.,  and  the  charge  of 
distribution,  as  above,  defray  the  total 
charges  of  the  loans  required  to  complete 
the  fund  of  32,000,000/.  annually  for  war 
expenditure,  without  the  necessity  of  any  in- 
cumbrance whate\;er  upon  the  War  Taxes. 

No.  7* — **  That  the  comparative  Effects 
"which  would  be  produced  on  the  Public 
Income  by  the  two  Systems  on  return  of 
peace,  and  on  the  formation  of  a  peace  es- 
Xablishment,  are  as  follows; 

Under  the  Phesent  Plan  : 
There  would  be  no  charge  whatever  upon 
any  pait  of  the  war^axes.  The  whole  21 
millions  would  remain  free.  The  property 
tax,  or  whatever  portion  of  the  other  war 
taxes  were  not  required  towards  making 
,an  adequate  provision  for  the  pe^ace  esta*- 
blishment,  'might  be  immediately  remitted, 
leaving  that  resource  unpledged,  ^nd 
Available  on  the  recurisence  of  war. 

Under  T«E  Nbw  System  ; 
%Vhen  peace  takes  place,  a  considerable 
part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  war  taxes, 
will  have  been  mortgaged.  In  the  latter 
case,  there  will  only  remain  a  clear  reve- 
nue of  6,700,000/.  immediately  applicable 
to  support  the  charges  of  a  peace  esta- 
blishment.— By  table  R.  it  appears  that  in 
1826,  the  excesses  of  the  war.  and  present 
sinking  fund,  will,  if  peace  be  then  made, 
amount  to  lO,720,73(Xf.  If  this  suyn  shall 
be  then  preferably  applied  to  liberate  a 
part  of  the  property  tax  mortgaged  for 
the  war  debt,  the  remainder  of  the  property 
tax,  and  all  the  war  taxes,  will  become  per- 
manent taxes,  and  part  of  the  consolidated 
fund,  and  be  mortgaged*  like  the  other 
parts  of  that  fund,  for  the  redemption  of 
the  war  debt,  wd  the  present  debt  thus  1  in  1815 
Vol.  VIII.  I'   3T 


No  8.—"  That  the  suna  of  11  millions  a 
year,  required  in  aid  of  the  21  millions 
War  Taxes,  to  complete  the  War  Expendi- 
ture of  d2  millions,  may  be  raised  (should 
the  principle  of  applying  the  excesses  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  public  service  be 
decided  on)  according  to  the  following 
mode,  without  mortgaging  the  war  taxes ; 
without  swelling  the  loans  to  be  raised 
within  the  year  to  the  inor4inate  amount 
of  32  million?  sterling ;  without  rendering 
new  taxes  of  any  materially  greater  amount 
necessary  than  it  is  proposed  to  lay  on  by 
the  Nev7  Systera,  and  without  making  so 
considerable  an  addition  to  the  debt  as  will 
be  made,  should  the  New  System  be  carried 
into  execution. 

The  sum  rcquived  as  above,  to  pro- 
vidtibr  a  loan  jo^  11  millions  par 
ann.,  for  20  years,  is  -  -  -  -  j^.  14,666,660 

The  resources  available,  amount  (ex- 
clusive of  th&  charges  of  distribu- 
tion) to 13,856,871 

IXeficiency  -  -  -  £,     809,789 

The  deficiency  of  809,7  89^.  exceeding  on- 
ly by  370,^72/.  the  charges  for  supplement 
^tary  loans,  would  remain  an  additional 
charge  to  be  provided  for,  in  addition  to 
the  charge  of  equalizing  the  ways  and 
means  with  the  annual  demands  within  the 
respective  years.— As  the  charges  upon  a 
loan  of  1 1  millions  would,  in  each  year, 
amount  to  733,333^t  if  it  should  be  thought 
fit,  in  aid  of  the  annuities,  to  raise,  in  the 
first  9  years,  only  the  precise  amount  of 
taxes  proposed  by  the  New  Plan,  until  the 
excesses  of  the  sinking  fund  shall  arise  in 
1816;  the  difference  between  the  above 
funds,  and  the  annual  charge  of  733»333/. 
may  be  added  as  it  arises  in  the  said  pe- 
riod, to  the  loan  of  the  year ;  the  interest 
and  sinking  fund  thereon  being  defrayed, 
in  the  £rst  instance,  ont  of  the  consolidated 
fund,  till  otherwise  replacyed.'* 


No.  «.— (A.)  **  That  the  comparative  ef- 
fects of  the  Plan  in  Res.  8.  as  contrasted 
with  the  New  System,  may  be  statecl  as 
follows ; 

F^LRST  CASE.'^Sapposing  peace  to  take 
place  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  year,  that  is. 
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Capital  borrowed  in  9  y^an  by  New  S^'stem, 

War  Louit JC,  130,4K)0,000 

Supplementary  Loant  -  •  -    30,200.000 


Total  borrowed  by  New  Plan  /".  1 60,  J  '00 ,00 


Capital  borrowed  in  9  vears  by  Resolution  8. 

Ordinary  Loans,  at  1 1  'millioni  an- 
nually   £.  {)>,000,000 

To  equalize  Ways  and  Means  with    ' 
the  charge,  within  the  respectire  ^ 

yean,   including    the    advances 
frooithf;  Consolidated  Fund  -  -  -    29,'79l,C34 


Total  borrowed  by  Resolution  8  -  128,791,234 
More  capital  borrowed  by  New  Plan  £.  3 1 ,408,766 

Debt  remaining  unredeemed  at  the  end 
of  1815;  also,  Comparative  Amount  ot 
Sinking  Fund,  supposing  peace  then  to  lake 
place,  the  excesses  of  the  war  sinking  fund 
in  New  Plan  being  previously  deducted*  in 
order  to  liberate  the  larger  proportion  of 
trar  taxes : 

Debt!  Sinking  Fnnd: 

By  New  Plan  -  -  .384,480,570—18,278,435  -  , 
By  Res.  8.  -  -  -    r-78,^49,U2-^]  5,645,001  -  -i 


ing  Fond,  aapposiog  peace  then  made* 
the  excesses  of  the  war  sinking  fond  being 
previously  deducted  in  order  to  liberate 
the  larger  proportion  of  War  Taxes  : 


428,636,57ft— P7,525,698—. 


TT 


Bv  New  Plan,  > 
in  1826         S 
By  Res.  8.  in  do.  -  ^34 1,960,6 15— 15,740,171  -  4t 
More  debt  un-  f 

By  New  Plan,  War  Taxes  pledged,  and  rendered 
permanent  after  the  excesses  of  the  War  Sinking 
Fund  have  been  deducted  -  -      -  £.  10,279,270 

By  Reg  8.  War  Taxes  pledged Nil. 


More  Debt  by  )     ^  ^  ^„,  ,^^ 
New  Plan.    J   «^-«.S31,128 

By  New  Plan,  War  Taxes  pledgrd,  and 
rendered  permanent  after  the  exces- 
ses of  War  Sinking  Fund  have  been 
deducted --  ^9,517,749 

By  Resolution  8.  War  Taxes  pledged  -         Nil. 

By  New  Plan,  Loan  raised  in  1815  -  -  24,000,000 

ByRes-.S.  Dittn,includingasuniequal  to 
the  advances  from  Consolidated  Fund  1 7,01 9,360 


By  New  Plan,  loan  to  be  raised  in  1826  -  32,000,000 
By  Resohition  8--- 11,000,000 


There  is,  however,  to  be  set  off  agaiust 
the  10,279,270/.  w^r  taxes  rendered  per- 
manent by  New  Plan,  the  3,000,000/.  New 
Taxes  to  be  laid  on  between  1816  and  1826, 
supposing  the  whole  period  to  be  one  of 
war.  In  the  event  however  of  peace  ta- 
king place  between  I8l6  and  1821,  these 
New  Taxes,  according  to  the  period  at 
which  it  shall  happen,  may  be  altogether 
dispensed  with,  or  proportionably  reduced. 
Whereas  the  amount  of  the  war  taxes, 
which  will  be  pledged  and  rendered  per- 
manent, even  at  the  -  commencement  of 
1816,  is  9,517,749/." 


In  the  above  case  no  new  taxes,  beyond 
those  to  be  imposed  by  the  New  Plan,  will 
be  required ;  as  the  excesses  of  the  pre., 
sent  sinking  fund  arising  in  18l6',  will  fully 
supply  the  permanent  provision  for  the 
postponed  charge  of  the  loans  raised  in  the 
preceding  9  years. 

Second  Case. — Supposing  war  to  coa-* 
tinue  to  the  end  of  20  years  : 

Capital  to  be  raised  by  New  Plan. 

War  Loans  -    - 292,000,000 

(Supplementary  Loans  -  -  -  204,200,000 


ToUl  borrowed  by  New  Plan  £.  496,^00,000 

I>itte,  by  Resolution  8,  1 1  millions 
in  each  year  -  -  -  r 220,000,000 

To  equalize  Ways  and  Means  up 

to  1815  29,791,234 

To  equalise  ditto  up  to  1826,  suppo* 
sinir  500,000/.  New  Taxes  (in 
addition  to  those  proposed  by  New 
Plan)  to  be  imposed  in  each  of 
the  6  ye^rs successively  from  1816 

to  182*1,  both  inclusivp ■>     16,807,600 

Total  Capital  borrowed  by  Res,  8  -  /.  266,598,834 
Miw  Capital  borrowed  by  New  Plan  -  229,601 , 1 66 

Debt  remaining  unredeemed  at  the  end  of 
ISSfij  also,  Comparative  Amount  of  Sink- 


No.  g, — *«  That  nearly  the  same  resulte 
(viz.  the  having  abstained  from  mortgaging 
the  war  taxes,  and  the  having  kept  the 
loan  of  the  year  within  moderate  limits,) 
may  be  produced,  by  determining,  that 
when  the  loan  of  the  year  in  war  does 
not  exceed  the  amount  of  the  sinking  fund 
in  the  said  year,  instead  of  making  provi-r 
sion  for  the  interest  of  the  said  loan  by 
new  taxes,  the  same  shall  be  provided  for 
by  and  out  of  the  Interest  receivable  on 
the  Amount  of  Stock  in  that  year,  redeem- 
ed by  the  commissioners  of  the  national 
debt :  in  which  case,  the  amount  of  debt 
unredeemed  will  continue  stationary  du- 
ring war. 

The  Sinking  Fund  is  «t  present  (N)  £.  8,331,709 
It  will  be,  at  the  close  of  1810  -  -  -  10,956,941 
In  about  4  years  therefore,  from  the  pre- 
sent time,  no  new  taxes  i?rill  be  required 
(the  data  remaining  the  same)  however 
long  the ,  war  may  continue ;  and  the  war 
taxes  will  remain  free  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  when  the  sinking  fund  will  resume 
its  progressive  operation ;  the  purchase  of 
stock  by  the  commissioners  being  con  tin 
nued,  in  the  mean  time,  to  the  full  amqyn^ 
of  the  sinking  fund. 
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That  the  charge  for  4  years  Loan,  as  above,  for 
1 1  millions  in   each  .  year,    taking 
credit     for       885,5152.     Aunuities, 

amounts  to 2,547,810 

iTaxes  requirfed  in  each  yedr,  for  the 

next  4  years --  ^626,952 

The  taxes  so  to  be  imposed  exceed  only, 
by  496,810/.  the  total  amount  of  Neiy  Taxes 
proposed  by  the  New  Plaa  to  be  imposed 
between  1810  and  1817;  by  which  Planj 
tb6  war  taxes  are  at  the  same  time  pro- 
gressively absorbed   and  pledged  for  the 
redemption    of    thei   loans   raised'   upon 
them. 
,      According  to  this  plan,  the  Debt 
would  qonti aufe  stationary  through-  ^, 
out  the  war,  at -  358,955,705 


Amount  of  Debt  at  close  of  1826,  by 

New  Plan  (N) r  -  -  -  4^8,636,572 

Ditto  in  1826,  by  this  plan  -  -  -  ■  358,955,705 


l)iffeTenceofDcbtinfavoUrOfthisplan^.69,680,867 

And  no  War  Taxes  mortgagedi 

Any  excess  of  annual  expenditure  above 
the  32  millions,  is  supposed  in  this,  us  in 
the  New  Plan,  to  be  separately  provided 
for  in  the  usual  manner." 


No.  9  (A.)  "  The  Comparative  Effect  of 
the  above  Plan  (Res;  9.)  as  contrasted 
with  the  New  System,  may  be  stated  as 
follows : 

1st  Case. — Supposing    peace    to    take 
place  at  the  end  of  7th  year,  1813  : 
Capital  borrowed  in  7  yeurs. 

By  New  Plan,  War  Loans  ----.-  98,000,000 

By  ditto  Supplementary  Loans  -  -  15,800,000 
total  borrowed  by  New  Plan 113,800,000 

By  Res.  9,  1 1  millions  in  each  year    ^7,000,000 
More  borrowed  by  New  Plan  /*.  36,800,000 

Debt  remaining  unredeemed  at  the  end 
of  1813;  also  Comparative  Amount  of 
Sinking  Fund,  supposing  peace  then  macle^ 
the  excesses  of  the  War  Sinking  Fund  in 
^ew  Plan  bieihg  previously  deducted  in 
order  thereby  to  liberate  the  larger  pro- 
portion of  war  taxes. 

Debt :  Sinking  Puud. 

By  New  Plan  -  £.  377,653,730  -  15,915,952  -      '- 
By  Res.  9. 35a,955,705  -  10,956,941  -     i^. 


More  Debt  by  ) 
New  Plan.  J 


18,698,625 


By  New  Plan,  War  Taxes  pledged  and  rendered 
permanent  after  the  excesses  of  the  War 
Sinking  Fund  are  deducted  -  -  £^  7,773,921 

Bjr  Res.  9.  War  Taxes  pledged Nil. 

By  New  Plan,  New  Taxes  imposed      1 ,172,000 

By  Res;  9.  ditto ,--.-    2,547,810 

By  New  Plan,  Loan  to  be  raised  in 

1814 --  20,800,000 

By  Res*  9.  dittoin  ditto  -  -  -  *  -  -  11,000,000 


2d    Case, — Supposing    peace    to    take 
place  at  the  end  of  14  years,  1820 : 
Capital  borrowed  in  14  years, 

By  New  Plan,  War  Loans 210,000,000 

By  ditto.  Supplementary  Loans  -     94,200,000 

Total  borrowed  by  New  Plan  -  304,200,000 
By  Res.  9.  1 1  millions  in  each  year  154,000,000 

More  borrowed  by  New  Plan  £.  130,200,000 


Debt  unredeemed  at  end  of  1 820  ;  also 
Comparative  Amount  of  Sihking  Fund, 
supposing  peace  then  made,  stated. as  in 
preceding  case :  ' 

l)ebt :  l^inking  FUnd : 

By  NfewPlkn  -  £.  401,231,629  -  17,744,021  -  ,% 

•By  Res.  9 -  358,955,705  -  10,956,941  -  3^ 

More  debt  by  j 
New  Plan. 


3y?     , 
n.  S 


42,275,924 


By  New  Plan,  War  Taxes  rendered 

permanent   -    --    ----.-«£.    9,180,896 

ty  Res.  9;  AVar  Taxes  pledged  -  -  -        Nil. 
By  New  Plan,  New  Taxfes  imposed  -    2,05 1 ,000 

By  Res.  9.  ditto -    2,547,810 

By  New  Plan,  Loan  in  1820 32,000,000 

By  Res,  9.  ditto  in  ditto  -  i  i  -  -  -  11,000,000 


8d   Case; — Supposing    peace   to    take 

place  at  the  end  of  20  years,  1826  :* 

Capital  borrQwed  in  20  years^ 

By  New  Plan,  War  Loans  -  -  -  -  292,000,000 

By  ditto  Supplementary  Loans  -  -  204,^00,000 

Total  borrowed  by  New  Plan  -  496,200,0(H> 

By  Res.  9,  11  millions  in  each  year  220,000,000 

More,  borrowed  by  New  Plan  £^  276,200,000 


Debt  unredeemed  at  end  of  IS26 ;  also. 
Comparative  Amount  of  Sinking  Fund, 
supposing  peace  then  made,  stated  as  in  thjs 
preceding  cases : 

Debt:  Sinking  Fund : 

By  New  Plan  -  £i  248,636,572  -  17,524,698 
By  Res.  9 358,955,705  -  10,956,941 

By  New  Plan,  War  Taxes  rendered 

permanent 10,280,000 

By  Res:  9.  War  Taxes  pledged  -  -  -  Nil. 

By  New  Plan,  New  Taxes  imposed  -    2,051,000 

By  Res.  9i  ditto --   ---    2,547,810 

By  New  Plan,  Loan  in  1826  -  -   .  -  32,OO0,OOd 
By  Res.  9.  ditto  in  ditto 11,000,000 

That  the  improvidence  of  the  mode  of 
raising  money,  proposed  by  the  New  Plan, 
will  best  appear,  if,  instead  of  having  the 
whole  of  the  war  taxes  free  upon  a  peace, 
as  is.  the  case  by  lies.  9.  a  portion  of  them 
equal  to  the  amount  pledged,  and  ren^ 
dered  permanent  in  1826  by  the  New 
Plan,  viz.  10,279,270/.  should  be  then  gi- 
ven over  to  the  sinking  fund,  as  it  will 
stand  by  Resolution  p/iu  that  year.     The 
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com|>ari9oo  of  debt  and  tinking  AiikI  would  the  market,  have  a  'teadency  to  lower  tbe 
then  stand  thus ;  tbe  war  taxes  being  price  of  the  public  securities,  and  conse- 
equally  mortgaged  :  queotly  to  reduce  the  value  of  the  property 

of  the  stockholder. — ^I'hat  the  negociaUon 
of  loans  to  so  fasge  an  amount,  and  the 
augmented  issues  which  will  be  required 
to  be  made  from  tbe  exchequer  in  execu- 
tion of  the  said  Plan,  must  lead  to  an  e&- 
teasioo  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
couutr}',  to  increased  charges  of  manage- 
ment on  the  part  of  .the  public,  and  to  the 
accelerated  depreciation  of  the  value  of 
mouev,  O0  tbe  stability  of  whicli  tbe  inter- 
est of  the  stockholder,  and  thase  who  may 
enjoy  fixed  rents,  so  peculiarly  depends. — 
That  the  principle  of  placing  at  the  disposal 
of  parliament  the  excesses  of  the  sinking 
fund  above  the  interest  of  the  debt  unre- 
deemed,, as  proposed  by  tbe  New  Plan,  b 
calculated  to  lead  to  a  much  more  exten* 
ded  diversion  of  the  sinking  fund  from  its 
application  to  the  purchase  of  stock,  than 
the  principle  proposed  in  Resolution  9.  vis, 
that  of  applying  ia  war,  not  the  fund  itself, 
but  the  interest  of  the  stock  redeemed 
within  the  year  by  tbe  fund,  as  a  provision 
for  tbe  loan  of  that  particular  year ;  inas- 
much as  tbe  latter  only  proposes  to  derive 
akl  ^on^  the  operations  of  the  sinking  fund 
during  war,  and  only  to  tbe  precise  extent 
of  the  interest  of  the  sums  redeemed  witbin 
the  year,  lieaviag  the  fund  entire  to  resume 
its  operation  at  con^pound  interest,  upon  a 
peace;   whereas-  tihe   former  Plan  opens 
the  excesses  oi  the  sinking  fund  to  the  ab- 
solute disposal'of  padiament^in  peace  as  well- 
as  in  war,  "  for  sueh  public  services  as  par- 
liament may  direct,"  witliout  any  otherlimir^ 
tation  than  tbat  a  sura  equal  to  the  debt 
subsisting  in  1 802,  shall  be  redeemed  with- 
m  45  years  from  that  period,  instead  of  2* 
years  from  the  prcsenyime,  as  it  would  be 
reduced  by  the  operations  of-  the  fund,  a* 
it  now  stands,  under  the  provision*  of  the 
42d  Geo.  III.  cap.  71.  thereby  annually 
subtracting  from  the  fund  itself  after  tbe 
3»ar  1816,  aud  rendering  it,,  eyqtt  in  peace, 
a  declining  instead  of  a  growing  fund.—* 
Tbat  the  equivalent  which,  i^  i^  alleged, 
is  to  be  given  to4;be  stockholder  for  so  exi. 
tensive  and  permanent  a  disappropriation 
of  the  sinking  fund  from  the  redemption  of 
the  debt ;  viav  the  additional  3^  per-oent.' 
sinking  fund  on  the  ivar  loans,  cannot  be 
deemed,  for  the  seasons  above  stated,  «ven 
in  time  df  war,  tc^apentoas  any  compen- 
sation or  equivalent  whatever^  a»  tbe  value 
of  his  property  is  Ukdy  to  be  more  injured 
by  the  unnecessary  and  improvident  accu* 


By  New  PUn 
By  Res.  9.   - 

By  New  Flan,  )  f  .69.680,867'       iTTTilT,  • 
more  Debt       J  less  Siokiog  Fund  J  "^  ^»^iO,513 

The  same  observation  applies  to  both 
the  preceding  cases. 

If  tbe  measureof  impostttg  the  2,547tftl0/. 
new  taxes,  required  by  resolution  9.  in  the 
first  four  years,  be  objected  to,  and  it  be 
deemed  expedient  tLat  tbe  imposition  of 
new  taxes  in  the  next  three  years  be 
wholly  abstained  from,  their  commence- 
ment may  be  postponed  till  the  fourth 
year,  by  simply  confining  the  provision  in 
tbe  first  3  years  to  a  sum  sudicient  to  co- 
ver the  difference  between  the  eleven  mil- 
lions to  be  raised,  and  tbe  stock  purchased 
within  the  year,  by  the  sinking  fund,  that 
is,  to  the  sum  of  2,6*6*8,291/.,  the  annual 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  which  amoun^ 
ting  to  177,886/.,  will  he  nearly  covered 
by  th^  annuities  which  are  to  fall  in,  in 
the  two  first  years.  A  small  increase  of  tax- 
es beyond  the 2,547,8l6/.,  visu  of  533,658/. 
will  result  from  this  temporary  iudul- 
gence  in  the  following  years;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  credit  may  be  taken  for 
the  annuities,  amounting  to  298,092/. 
which  are  subsequently  to  tall  in." 

No. 9 — (B.)  *' That  much  prejudice  and 
embarrassment  is  likely  to  result  both  to 
the  interest  of  the  stockiioldery  and  to  the 
monev  transactions  of  the  country,  from 
tbe  large  and  rapidly  iocreasing  loans 
which  must  be  raised,  according  to  the 
New  Plan,  in  each  year  of  war,  the  annual 
amount  of  which,  in  the  latter  years  of  the 
operation  (if  to  their  estimated  amount, 
viz,  32  millions,  be  added  tbe  sums  which 
will  be  required  for  tbe  service  of  Ireland, 
for  subsidies,  and  other  unforeseen  expen- 
ces,  and  for  tbe  progressive  advance  of 
charge  upon  any  given  establishment)  will 
probably  not  fall  short  before  tbe  close  of 
the  period,  of  from  40  to  50  millions  mo- 
ney capital;  which,  supposing  the  5  per- 
cents.  at  60,  would  require  the  creation  of 
a  capital  of  from  66  to  82  millions  annu- 
ally.— That  the  making  of  loana  to  such 
an  inordinate  atoount  (increasing  in  each 
year  in  a, greater  proportiop.  than  the 
sinking  fund)  must,  by  the  great  influx  of 
new  stock  to  be  thus  created,  and  sold  in 
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mulation  of  loans  in  the  markety  than  im- 
proved by  the  addition  thereby  made  to  the 
siuiLing  fund  of  the  yea^by  borrowed  capi- 
tal. But  as  the  benefit  (if  it  really  were  one) 
can  accrue  only  during  war,  and  must  cease 
with  it,  the  stockholder  is  called  upon,  for 
the  temporary  enjoyment  of  this  question- 
able advantage  (possibly  only  for  a  few 
months)  to  submit  to  have  the  sinking  fund, 
which  is  now  expressly  pledged  by  the  5th 
section  of  the  42d  of  G  eo.  1 1 L  cap.  7 1  •  to  the 
uninterrupted  liquidation  of  his  debt, iarge« 
ly  diverted  from  that  object  even  in  time  of 
peace,  when  no  adequate  public  exigency 
can  be  alleged  to  justify  the  same ;  and 
when,  from  a  variety  of  intervening  caufes, 
(at  least  there  are  no  grounds  upon  whi^h 
parliament  can  at  this  day  safely  conclude 
to  the  contrary)  the  interests  of  the  stock- 
holder, as  well  48  those  of  the  public,  may 
be  best  consulted,  by  suiering  the  accumu- 
lation of  the  sinking  fund  to  proceed,  as 
hitherto,  at  compound  interest,  in  re- 
duction of  the  national  debt,  and  in  con* 
formity  to  the  provisions  of  the  existbg 
jaw* 


No.  10.—"  That  the  expence  of  raising 
any  given  amount  of  loan  on  the  present 
system  ;  viz.  by  a  single  loan/  with  a 
sinking  fund  of  one  per-cent.  as  compa* 
red  with  the  principle  of  the  New  Plan, 
of  raising  the  same  amount  by  double  and 
concurrent  loans ;  the  one  raised  upon  a 
fund  of  ten  per-cent.  for  interest  and  sink- 
ing fund  ;  the  other  raised  upon  a  fund  of 
six  per-cent.  for  interest  and  sinking 
fund  ;  calculating  the  payments  on  ac- 
count thereof  from  the  commencement  to 
the  final  liquidation  of  the  said  loan,  is  as 
follows;  the  sinking  fund  in  both  cases 
being  taken  on  the  money,  instead  of  the 
nominal  capital : 

Suppose  13,000,0002.  to  be  raised: 

Ten  per  cent.  Interest  and  Sinking  Fnnd  on 

19,000,000^:  for  1  year 1,200,000 

A  like  charge  for  13  years  more,  at 
which  time  the  Principal  is  re- 

dieemed 15,600,000 

Total  Payments «f.  1 6,800,000 

To  cover  the  interest  and  sinking  fund 
of  l,200,000/»  at  aix  per-cent.  a  fund  of 
72»000/.  must  be  provided  in  each  of  t)ie 
fbiuteen  years; — ^the  amount  thereof  is 
1,(»8,00«/. 

The  latter  snmf^  being  raised  oti  »  one- 
per^cent.  sinkii^  fund,  may  be  cosaidered 
a»  an  annuity  of  43  years* 

Paymoftts  oaacooonttbsrcol  -  43,3H,0OO 


Payments  as^abore  -----  -  !6,S00,00g 

Total  Payments ^TeOM^fiOO 

PaESEKT  Systeic  : 
The  Interest    and  Sinking  Fund  on  a 
loan   of    UfiOOfiOOl.,   at    six    per-cent* 
amounts,  per  annum,  to  720,000/. 

This  charge  being  raised  on  a  one-per- 
cent, sinking  fund,  may  be  considered  as 
an  annuity  of  43  years. 
Payments  to  be   made  on  account 
thereof tillits redemption  -  -  -  «f .  30,960,000 

Payments  on  New  System,   upon 

a  loan  of  I2;00b,000 60,144,000 

Ditto  on  present  System  -----  30,960,000 
Excess  of  the  charge  of  Redemption  by 

New  System" £,  29,184,000» 

[Carnatic  Papers.]  Sir  Tkomas  Tur^ 
ton  rose  and  spoke  as  follows  : — Pursuant 
to  a  notice  I  gave  on  a  former  day,  I  rise, 
sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  subject  of  the  Carnatic.  The  papera 
which  I  think  necessary  for  the  ehicidaiion 
of  that  subject,  and  which  will  be  specified 
in  the  motion  I  shall  have  the  honour  of 
making,  and  to  which,  I  trust,  there 
will  be  no  objection,  since  they  have  aW 
ready  been  laid  upon  the  table  of  thia 
house,  and  remained  there  for  a  considera- 
ble time— the  papers  alluded  to  were  cal- 
led for  by  an  hon.  gent,  not  now  a  member 
of  this  house,  and  they  were  moved  for 
originally  on  reasons  which  I  hope  will  ap- 
ply now.  After  a  short  statement  of  the 
case,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  there  will  be 
no  objection  to  my  motion,  because  the 
documents  it  calls  for  are  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  justice,  as  well  towards  the  par- 
ty accused,  as  to  the  accuser.  When  the 
motion  was  formerly  made  on  this  subject, 
the  facts  were  then  recent  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  house,  from  the  history  of  the 
transactions  which  was  then  given.  Sir,  it 
is  in  the  recollection  of  almost  every  man,, 
that  intelligence  arrived  in  this  country,  of 
the  death  of  Ooklut  ul  Omrab,  commonly 
called  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  and  of 
the  circumstances  of  his  lineal  successor, 
as  he  would  have  been,  by  the  Mahomedai^ 
laW)  being  dethroned,,  and  another  placed 
in  his  room*  Many  persons  acquainted 
with  Indian  politics,  perfectly  well  know 
the  cifcumatances  attending  that  deposi- 
tion— but  none  could  reconcile  the  act  oa 
any  principle  of  justice;  ibr  every  on» 
knew,  from  the  youth  of  the  psuice,  aa 
well  as  from  bia  mode  of  conduct,  that  the 
a^t  could  not  have  arisen  out  of  any  pro- 
ceeding^ of  his*  ^wn.  •  Uehaxii^^  ^^  ^^ 
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opportunity  of  doing  any  one  act  of  govern- 
ment, before -the  Indian  presidencies  bad 
adopted  a  line  of  policy  wbicb  bad  depri- 
ired  him  of  the  Musnud.  Enquiries  were 
accordingly  made  into  the  subject,  and 
that  young  prince  found  a  very  able  advo- 
cate in  the  right  iion.  gent,  opposite  to  me, 
(Mr.  Sheridan,)  and  also  in  an  hon,  gent. 
uot  now  a  member  of  this  house.  Upon 
that  occasion  the  enquiry  took  up  a  consi- 
clerable  length  of  time,  the  number  of  pa- 
pers moved  for  swelled  to  a  very  consider- 
able size,  and  the  subject  was  interrupted  by 
the  dissolution  of  the  late  parliament.  It  is 
UDuecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  any  discus^ 
sion  on  the  propriety  of  renewiug  the^  con- 
sideration of  this  important  subject,  much 
less  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  enquire  into 
the  motives  which  could  induce  the  right 
bon.  gent,  who  had  once  brought  the  sub- 
ject before  the  bouse,  to  reUnquish  it, 
since  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  know  the  mo- 
tives that  might  influence  his  conduct.  I 
am  well  assured,  from  the  general  tenour 
and  habits  of  his  political  life^  nothing 
could  have  induced  him  to  decline  bringing 
forward  the  subject  that  is  inconsistent 
with  his  notions  of  public  duty ;  yet  it  is 
impossible  not  to  perceive  that  the  right 
hoD.  gent.'s  connections  at  present  are 
persons  who,  if  their  wishes  could  operate 
upon  his  judgment,  would  certainly  induce 
him  to  decline  the  further  investigation  of 
this  subject :  and  that  the  right  bon.  gent, 
does  decline  it,  we  have  his  own  declara- 
tion. It  has,  therefore,  devolved  to  me, 
and  I  cannot  help  regretting  that  it  has 
not  fallen  into  abler  hands.  But  it  is  a  du- 
ty, as  I  feel  it,  to  bring  this  >  question  for- 
ward, for  reasons  which  must  be  obvious 
to  the  house,  and  which  I  hinted  at  when 
Tgave  my  notice.  I  said,  then,  and  I  now 
repeat  it,  if  any  other  member  of  the  house 
should  be  inclined  to  take  the  subject  out 
of  my  hands,  I  should  most  cheerfully  de- 
liver ii  up  to  such  a  person,  promising 
him  most  faithfully  that  he  shall  have  my 
cordial,  active,  and  zealous  support,  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power.  But  if  no  other 
gentleman  chooses  to  take  that  part,  I  feel 
that  I  have  a  claim  upon  the  justice  of  the 
house,  in  calling  its  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject. I  will  add,  that  not  only  do  I  con- 
ceive that  I  have  a  claim  upon  the  justice 
of  the  house  in  soliciting  it&  attention ;  but 
1  have  a  claim  also  to  the  assistance  of  the 
house  in  discussing  it  ;  for  you  know*  sir, 
that  those  who  have  any  reason  to  com- 
plain upon  this  subject^  can  have  no  redress 


any  where  except  in  this  house,  and  it  is 
as  essential  to  the  interests  of  this  nation, 
as  it  is  to  those  of  the  noble  marquis,  to 
have  the  matter  completely  investigated^ 
and  to  remove  all  saspicions  that  can  pos- 
sibly attach  to  any  of  the  traosactiotis  in 
which  that  noble  marquis  is  concerned.  -I 
wish  to  say  nothing  farther  of  that  noble^ 
roan  at  present,  than  that  he  i$  a  man  of 
great  abilities  and  comprehensive  talents, 
of  wbidi  he  has  given  proof  on  many  occff> 
sions.  It  has  been  rumoured,  that  the 
noble  marquis  is  thought  of,  as  a  fit  person 
to  fill  a  high  and  responsible  office  in  this 
country-^m  circumstance  which  can  never 
happen,  until  his  character  shall  be  res- 
o#ed  from  the  situation  in  which  it  appears 
to  be  implicated^  as  relating  to  the  Carna- 
tic  transactions.  In  urging  the  investiga<^ 
tion  of  the  Camatic  Papets,  I  am  consult^ 
ing  the  only  fair  mode  of  establishing  the 
character  of  that  nobleman,  for  which  h6 
ought  to  be  thankful.  It  appears  to  me, 
from  the  papers  which  I  am  about  to  call 
for,  and  which  have  been  already  upon 
the  table  of  this  house,  a  considerable 
portion  of  criminality  attaches  to  the 
court  of  directors  here,  and  to  the  conduct 
oi  their  principal  officers  abroad,  as  well  as 
to  the  board  of  controul,  by  which  I  do 
uot  mean  the  present  board,  hot  a  former 
board.  Ttie  Papers  which  I  shall  call  for, 
will  shew  what  degree  of  blame^  if  any,  is 
imputable  to  each  of  these  descriptions  of 
persons,  and  that  is  one  of  the  great  ob- 
jects for  which  my  motion  is  brought,  for- 
ward. With  regard  to  the  new  papers, 
which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  move  for,  it  is 
necessary  that  I  should  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  manner  in  which  I  first 
proposed  to  make  a  motion^  when  you, 
sir,  very  properly  prevented  me  fironv  en- 
tering into  any  detail  on  that  occasion^ 
when  I  confined  myself  to  the  bare  notice 
of  a  motion  for  printing  those  papers,  only, 
which,  in  my  judgment,  had  a  direct  bear^ 
ing  upon  the  question  to  be  discussed,  not 
wishing  to  embarrass  it  with  documents 
which  I  thought  had  no  bearing  upon  the 
question.  For  the  same  reason  I  intend 
to  exclude  the  2d  volume  of  papers  which 
were  laid  on  the  table  in  the  month  of  Att« 
gust  1S03 ;  as  they  relate  to  stale  aiccouats 
from  lord  Uobart  and  lord  Macartney, 
which  appear  to  ine  to  have  very  little  bear- 
ing upon  the  question  which  I  am  desirous 
to  have  discussed.  But  if  any  gontlemaii 
thinks*  they  are  necessary,  I  can  bave  no 
objection  to  their  production*    It  is  cow 
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proper  tbat  I  sbould  state  shortly  the  ob- 
ject for  which  I  move  the  reprinting  of  the 
papers,  and  of  the  printing  of  such  others, 
as  appear  to  me  to  be  requisite  for  the 
thorough   understanding  of  the  affair.     It 
has  been  said,   and    the  saq^e  sentiment 
seems  to  pervade    the  whole  correspon- 
dence of  the  East-India  company  and  the 
governor   of  Madras,    that    policy  might 
have  rendered  it  necessary  that  we  should 
assume    the   government  of  the  Carnatic. 
My  motion   goes  to  lay  before  the  house 
tiiose  papers  which  shew  whether   there 
then  really  existed  a#y  ground  or  pretence 
for  saying   that  the  conduct  of  the  nabob 
had  rendered  that  assumption  necessary. 
It  is  observable,  with  reference  to  the  con- 
duct   of  marquis  Wellesley,  immediately 
after  the  surrender  of  Seringapatam,  that 
he  refers  to  an  intended  account  which  was 
to  be  ren(Jered  of  the  motives  which  indu- 
ced the  noble  marquis  to  assume  the  govern- 
mentr  alleging  that  he  would  send  a  review 
gf  those  transactions  to  England ;  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  ever  sent  that  pro< 
mised  statement.     There  are  some  letters 
of  the  court  of  directors,  too,  which  re- 
quire explanation,   on  which  I   give   no 
opinion  at  present ;  by  which  it  appears 
that  some  difference  existed  between  my 
lord  Clive  and  the  marquis  Wellesley,  in- 
volving matters  which  are  not,  in  any  de* 
gree,  explained^    The  third   set  of  papers 
regard  the  Polygar  war,  in  1801.    It  ap- 
pears from  the  treaty  of  1792,  that  the 
Company's  government  had  a  right  depu- 
ted to  them  to  collect  the  pishcash  or  tri- 
t>ute  from  the  Polygars ;  and  to  enforce 
(he  payment,  if  necessary,  on  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  nabob.     But  every  act   to  be 
performed,  ^as  to  be  done  in  the  nabob's 
name,  and  by  his  authority.     Now,  this 
war,  which  was  a  very  extraordinary  one, 
both  in  its  alleged  caus^  and  consequences, 
must,  at  first  iight,  appear  to  have  been 
sanctioned  at  least  by  the  nabob.     It  will, 
therefore,  be  necessary  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther, in  point  of  fact,  it  was  so  or  not ;  in 
order  to  shew  that  the  nabob's  government 
was  either  the  cause  of  the  war,  or  to  free 
it  from  the  consequences  and  the  blatne 
ivhich  might  attach  to  that  measure.     But, 
sir,  before   1  submit  this  motion  to  the 
house,  it  may  be  asked  of  me  whether  I  do 
not  think  I  owe  some  apology  to  the  house 
as  to  the  time  which  will  be  taken  up  by 
bringing  this  subject  forward  ?  and  I  think 
it  is  perfectly  correct  to  ask  me  that  •ques- 
tipO,    Sir;  if  this  motiou  be  agreed  to,  I 


take  upon  me   to  say,   that  within  on 
month  after  the  papers  are  printed,  I  sha 
be  further  prepared  to  move  those  resoli 
tions  on  the  papers,  which  I   shall  jud| 
requisite.  J  am  of  opinion  it  could  be  do» 
in  much  less  time,  if  necessary  ;  buttl 
subject  is  important,  and  demands  a  fil 
enquiry.  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  I  bri; 
this  subject  forward  as  an  independent  mcK 
ber  of  parliament,  anxious  to  rescue  is 
country  from  the  imputation  of  miscoudu; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  have  o 
connection  whatever  with  those  who  we 
first  concerned  in  bringing  this  subject  f- 
ward.     With  regard  to  Mr.  Paull,  I  he 
no  diOicuhy  in  stating,  that  1  think  bee- 
serves  well  of  hi^  country  for  the  pane 
has  taken  in  these  transactions.     I  ner 
saw  him  in  my  life.     My  reason  for  proo- 
ting  this  enquiry  arises  from  an  anxie  I 
feel,  that  this  country  should  notsuffcin 
its   cljaracter  from  imputations   whic  it 
does  not  deserve.     I  shall  conclude  ith 
moving,  **  that  the  papers  which  werere- 
sented  to  this  house  upon  the  21st  anc3d 
dajrs  of  June  1802,  and  upon  the  lOtUaj 
of  August  1803,   relative  to  theCarcic, 
be  reprinted  for  the  members  of  the  hoe-"" 
Mr.  Sheridan  thanked  the  hon.  banet 
kit  his  liberality  and  candour,  andackn^* 
ledged  the  pledge  which  he  had  giv  to 
proceed  with  the  enquiry.     He  had  sted 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  give  up, 
when  the  hon,  baronet  was  not  a  meber 
of  the  house.     He  would  again  state  em 
at  the  proper  time,  and  then  the  hon.  ro* 
net  would  be  satisfied  that  he  did  hi  no 
more  than  justice,  in  giving  him  credfor 
the  purity  of  his  motives.    The  queon,' 
as  he  thought,  was  confined  to  theon- 
duct  of  the  Madras  government,  butom 
volumes  of  papers  afterwards  moved  r,  it 
appeared   that    the   Bengal    govern?nt, 
the  directors,  and  the  board  of  coroul 
were  also  implicated.     This  was  hdJver 
not  the  ground  of  his  abandoning  thease. 
He  thought  the  hon.  baronet  ought  ton- 
fine  himself  tc  the  reprinting  of  the  pers 
before   produced.     If  he  moved  fonew 
ones,  and  was  retorted  upon  in  the  mner 
he  had  been,  he  would  subject  himse.o  be 
called  over  the  coals,   and   the  b'ness 
might  be  delayed  longer  than  he  c^d  at 
present  have  any  idea  of.  When  he  tught 
forward   the  charge,   however,  heould 
experience  every  support  that    he  ould 
give  him. 

Sir  John  ^yr9fr»Mer  hoped  that  t!  hon. 
baronet  would  declare  what  \j9as  his;>Ject9 
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wd  agaanst  whnm  his  motion  wm  tobe  dft* 
'^ecte4.  Did  be  mean  to  attack  lord  Welles* 
ej,  or  lord  Powis,  or  the  directors,  or  the 
loard  of  cooiroul,  or  the  ^late  mioisters  ? 
le  wished  to  kuow  what  he  was  driving  at» 
f  he  kuew  it  himself,  ibr  he  seemed  to  have 
ome  doubu  about  the  matter.  In  the  meao 
me  he  hoped  that  the  house  would  not 
Uow  the  characters  of  the  executive  officers 
>  be  comphmented  away  fay  the  praises 
bicb  the  right  hoo.  geot*  and  the  hon. 
tf onet,  had  thought  proper  to  bestow  on 
ich  other.    He  contended  that  the  con- 
4Ct  of  the  executive  officers  had  been  ap- 
pved  of  by  the  directors  and  the  board  of 
<utrouly  the  cabinet,  and  this  bouse.    They 
Id  only  executed   die  orders  they  had 
reived,  and  the  responsibility  therefore 
<1  not  rest  with  them,  though  he  did  not 
aait  that  they  bad  by  any  means  even 
le  themselves  as  instruments  to  any  ini- 
pper  act.     He  then  adverted  to  the  ia- 
juce  done  to  persons  accused,  by  allowing 
ttcharg^  to  hang  over.    He  also  said,  that 
hfi  his  own  knowledge,  be  could  affirm 
tb  the  revival  of  old  charges  was  attended 
wi  great  mischief  to  our  Indian  govern*  < 
mt.     It  shook  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
si^ in  its  stability,  aud  nourished  a  desire 
ofiange,  which  prevailed  in  a  particular 
deee  m  these  people,  and  was  generally 
.  thcase  in  arbitrary  governments.     He 
wied  to  know  specifically  what  was  the 
<l^n  of  the  bon.  baronet  before  he  gave 
lii&ssent  to  the  motion  ? 

r.  Grant  said,  though  he  did  not  flatter 
hiielf  Chat  much  benefit  would  result  from 
th^iscussion,  yet,  as  a  friend  to  discus- 
*  eioin  general,  and  considering  the  house 
of  mmons^as  the  only  security  which  the 
inbitants  of  British  India  had  for  protec- 
tic  and  redress,  and  the  only  place  in 
wbi  an  investigation  intb  the  affairs  of 
Inc  could  be  instituted,  it  was  necessary 
thaxQ  should  take  notice  of  some  asser- 
tioiwhich  had.  been  made  in  the  course  of 
thidebate.     It  was  asserted,  that  they 
haorecommended,  if  not    ordered,  the 
revttion  which  took  place  in  India,  by 
tliesumption  of  the  territories  of  the  Car-  ] 
natito  which  it  must  first  be  answered, 
thabey  disclaimed  all  interference  in  the 
nati  of  compulsion,  and  be  read  an  ex- 
tracrom  their  minutes,  by  which  such  aii 
ifiterence  was  expressly  disclaimed,  and 
thei^ked  how  such  a  proceeding  should 
be  tcired  into  an  approbation,  much  less 
.an  aiority,  for  the  revolution  which  look 
fpityci    lie  could   sta(^  that  the  jsourt 


of  directors  never  did  approve  of  that  mea* 
•ore;  fortbe  sake,  therefore,  of  having  the 
conduct  of  the  coort  cyf  directors  investi- 
gated, he  was  friendly  to  the  present  motion. 
He  was  very  glad  that  tba  friends  of  lord 
Wellesley  w^  sodesirooa  of  entering  into 
this  investigpition*    He  declined,  however, 
to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  revolution  in 
1801,  and  he  could  speak  with  the  greater 
freedom,  as  be  had  not  at  that  period  any 
share  in  the  direction.    It  was  to  be  obser- 
ved, however,  that  the  board  of  cootroui 
took  that  affair  into  their  own  hands,  and 
superseded  altogethv  the  coort  of  direc« 
tors.     And  the  right  hon.  baronet  (Sir  J. 
Ansiruther)  opposite  to  him,  was  completely 
mistaken  in  considering  the  secret  commit* 
tee,  and  the  coort  of  directors,  as  being 
connected;  it  was,  in  point  of  fact,  a  com* 
plete  mistake,  in  form  as  well  ae  in  sub- 
stance.    The  secret  committee   was  the 
express,  direct,  atMl  imrmediate  organ  of  the 
board  of  controul.  Their  proceedings  were 
utterly  unknown  to  the  court  of  directors. 
The  secretcommittee  was  subject  in  no  way 
or  respect  whatsoever  to  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, who  were  indeed  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  secret  committee. 
This  act,  therefore,  of  the  secret  commit, 
tee,  which  the  right  hon.  baronet  treated 
as  the  act  of  the  court  of  directors,  was 
an  act  in    which  they   had    no   share,  of 
which  they  had  no  knowledge, — an  act  with 
which  they  had  not  the  slightest  concern ; 
and  it  was  an  acton  which  the  board  of  con^ 
troul  had  exercised  its  authority ;  and  as 
thai  board  was  superior  in  India  concerns, 
it  became  extremely  difficult  for  the  court 
of  directors  even  .to  express  an  opinion, 
much  less  exercise  a  judgment  on  a  deci- 
sion of  the'  board  of  controul,  without  io« 
curring  the  imputation  of  resisting  superior 
authority.     It  was  liable  So  the  objection  of 
leading  to  great  derangement  in  theirjifiairs. 
Another  reason  which  pi« vented  the  inter- 
ference was,  the  subject  of  the  asumption 
of  the  Carnatic  had  become  the  subject  of 
parliamentary  enquiry,  which  superseded 
both  the  board  of  oontroui  and  the  court  of 
directors. 

Sir  John  Anstruikgr  denied  that  he  vnsh^ 
ed  to  oppose  enquiry.  He  6nly  said  ths^ 
it*  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  dragon  for' 
years.  The  court  of  director  had  instruct- 
ed their  officers  to  pay  the  same  deference 
to  the  orders  of  the  secret  committee  as  to 
those  of  the  directors  themselves,  and  asr 
the  secret  committee  bad > approved  of  the 
conduct  of  lord  Wi^esJeyi-  hfe  .vas  fully 
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waftaiit^d  ih  Saying  that  the  dinectorfi 
througli  tbehi' ftati  ^expressed  •  tiieir  appro- 
bation of  it. 

Mr.  Grant  denied  that  the  court  of 
directors  sirbmitted  themselves  entirely  to 
Cb^  guidanrfe  of  the  setret  committee. 

Sir  Ai*thur  WHlt*i^  said,  he  was  dis- 
posed Co  pursue  the  same  line  he  had  adopt- 
ied  last  session,  and  wa3,  thei'eft>r^,  wil- 
ling to  accede  to  every  motion  Ibr  papers, 
thatrcotuld  enable  the  house  to  d^ide  upon 
the  whole  case.  Neither  would  any  friend 
(Of  his  noble  relation  give  any  opposkio<!  to 
the  production  of  such  informaFion.  But 
it  was  hi«  opinion^  that  all 'the  pipers 
should  be  reprinted,  and  with  chat  view  hb 
iThould  feel  it  hi^  duty  to  i&ove^  as  well 
for  those,  omitted  by  t^ie  lion.  baroAet,  as 
for  any  others  that  might  be  necessary  for 
the  elucidation  of  the  transaction'.  He 
wished  thie  house  toconsidisr  the  situation 
of  his  ooble  relation  with  this  charge  bang- 
ing «ix  years  over  him.  It  appeared  by  the 
papers,  that  the  court  of  directors  had  sent 
out  instructions  to  take  possession  of  the 
Carnatic,  at  the  commeocement  of  the 
war  with  Tippoo  Sultan,  and  not  td  restore 
k  to  the  nabob.  It  was  rather  extraordi- 
nary, therefore^  that  a  charge  should  be 
brought  for  a  transaction  commanded  and 
approved  by  the  court  of  directors,  and 
sanctioned  by  his  majesty  and  by  act  of 
parliament* 

Mr*  R*  Tki^rnt'Oi  complained  of  the  ac- 
4:usation6  thrown  out  against  the  directors 
without  docun)e4)tii  on  ttie  vMe  to  warrant 
them.  He  regretted  tlie  delay  which  had 
taken  place,  but  maintajiied  that  no  blame 
rested  with  the  directors.  The  reiisuns 
given  by  the  right  lion.  gent,  over  the  wtiy 
(Mr.  Sheridan),  for  his  abandoning  thecase, 
did  not  appear  to  him  satisfactory.  When 
he  had  brought  forward  the  questibn,  he 
thought  be  was  going  hand  in  hand  with 
him,  but  he  f(ooti  ?9und  that  he  himself  was 
to  be  acctlsed.  Ther«  were  some  points; 
with  respect  to  the  government  in  India 
that  required  the  interference  of  that  house, 
"tirbich  Was  the  dernier'resort  in  such  cases. 
Eut  the  e&urt  ot  directors  were  not  the 
p'toper  pm^int  to  beconle  accusets.  If 
ibey  put  tlietts^lves  forward  m  this  way, 
they  Hd^t  dba|[t«at'dedof  dilscfaief  to 
4K)F  intei^StS  ib  India.  From  the  nature 
Of  llieir  sitaatidn,  it  was  libt  ex))edietit  in 
any  vfew  thartteey  8>k)uld  come  prottidfen^ 
ly  fo^wal^s,  unless  assured  of  efibctual  sup- 
t)on.  The  hon.  bafoifet  (sii*  J.  Anstruther) 
had  hiwielf  befbn^  tto&€  a  coendeinbte 
Vol..  VIJI,  I 


way  back  in  an  enquiry,  into  Indiatl  traAs- 
Hctions.  It  was  but  reasonable  that  he 
hhuuld  allow  the  same  privilege  to  others'* 
He  was  glad  that  the  subject  had  come  un- 
der investigation,  and  w^as  not  much  alarm- 
ed as  to  the  result.  He  denied  that  the 
diret^torshadgivei)  any  instructions  to  sanc«* 
tioa  the  revolution  in  the  Carnatic.  The 
court  of  direttortf  Were  ^uite  distinct  from 
the  secret  committee,  w^ich  was  not  re- 
sponsible even  for  such  papers  as  had  its 
own  signature. 

Mr,    Tkrnof  would  not  object  to  the  re- 
printing of  the  papers  which  had  beeti  be- 
fore produ<ied«  and  agreed  that  that  house 
was  the  dernier  resort  in  such  cases.     But' 
he  lamented  that  the  subject  had  been  now 
.brought  forward,  as*  he  could  see  do  good 
that. could  result  from  it.     It  had  before 
been  properly    brought  forward,  and  he 
lamented  that  it  had  uottben  been  proceed- 
ed in.     He  begged  of  the  house  td  coh^ 
sider  the  consequences.     The  subject  was 
one  of  the  deepest  impoftt^nce,  panicular'- 
ly  with  a  vieW  to  the  transfer  of  property, 
which  had  taken  place  since  the  ttansac 
tlon  which  had  been  adverted   to.     But, 
at  the  same  tiitie,  he  admlited^tbat  evetv 
the  inconvenience  that  might  result  from 
the  disturbance  of  property,  ought  not  to 
deter  the  house,  if  it  wfu  called  upon,  from 
investigating    the  case,  and  applying  ita* 
censures  where  censure  was  due.     He  wvi 
sorry  that  the  hon.  baronet  had  not  men- 
tioned more  distinctly  whom  he  intended 
to  accuse^     He  admitted  that  the  board  of 
controul  was  responsible  for  the  secret  com" 
mittee,  but  he  denied  that  this  committee 
was  such  a  nullity  as  some  might  suppose 
from  the  description  of  it  which  had  that 
night  been  given,  and  he  cautioned  gentle- 
men against  apeaking  of  it  in  these  terms, 
as  they  might,  by  these  means,  propagat^ 
an  opinion  that  it  waa  useless:     He  gave 
no  opinion  respecting    the  merits  of  the 
transactions.  He  agreed  to  the  motion  of  re- 
printing the  former  papers ;  but  it  wias  doubt- 
ful whether  the  others  could  be  granted,  till 
the  hon.  baronet  should  state  what  they 
were,  and  till  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  whether  they  could  be  produced 
without  detriment  to!  the  public  service. 

Lord  Folktitone  Conteiided,  that  witb 
respect  to  the  assurontion  of  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  Carnatic,  lilame  lay  some^ 
where,  and  that  it  was  a  natter  of  serious 
investigation  to  asceruin  w^ere  ali  tho 
censure  ofthstt  most  e:ttracrrdinary  rt^^olu* 
tibn  should  devolve.  Tbe'  liofi.  ba^onel 
3U 
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liad  been  pressed  to  state  distinctly  bis  ob- 
j<{Ct  in  calling  for  those  papers ;  he  did 
uot  tbink  this  fair ;  it  might  be  impossible 
for  the  hoc,  baronet  distmctly  to  state  his 
object,  until  he  had  been  previously  fur- 
liished  with  the  necessary eridence  by  those 
papers ;  but  before  tlial  evidence  should  be 
furnished,  he  thought  it  a  subject  of  too 
^reat  magnitude  to  warrant  any  member 
in  distinctly  pledging  himself  tp  a  specific 
charge, 

Mr.  Hiley  Addingion  begged  gentlemen 
to  recollect,  that  there  had  been  more  pa- 
pers  relative  to  India  called  for,  and  pro- 
duced in  the  last  session  of  the  late  parlia- 
ment, than  for  six  sessions  before ;  he  was 
entirely  of  opinion,  that  in  calling  for  pa- 
pers upon  any  subject,  the  object  should 
be  distinctly  stated ;  he  acquitted  the  h6n. 
baronet  of  being  actuated  by  auy  sinister 
motives  of  party  or  vanity  iu  bringing 
fprward  his  present  motion,  and  praised 
the  manly  and  ingenuous  conduct  of  the 
gallant  general  (Welleslev)  in  every  qu^s- 
tipn  relating  to  Indian  enquiry. 

ftlr.  St  Stanhope  thought  it  a  most  extra- 
ordinary mode  of  opposing  the  hon.  baro- 
net's n^Q^ipn*  by  refusing  to  assent  to  the 
pro/i|ict|oiif  of  ^h(5  papers  called  for,  until 
the  object  had  beep  distinctly  stated, 
ybich  object  the  papers  in  question  v^ere 
^ne  to  ascertaip,  ^e  pomplained  of  a 
radical  defeat  in  the  present  state  of  the  go- 
yer;npent  in  Indja,  and  knew  not  whether 
more  gpveruments  had  been  subverted  by  it 
in  the  East  or  by  Bonaparte  in  the  West. 

Sir  3'.  Tuvlon,  in  reply,  said  that  when 
it  appeared  from  the  arguments  upon  both 
sides,  tb^t  it  w^s  a  question  whether  the 
^ourt  of  direptors  approved  or  disappro- 
ved of  the  conduct  of  their  servants  in  Inr 
dia,  he  did  not  think  a  stronger  argument 
-  than  this  very  doubt  cpiild  possibly  be  ad- 
vanced in  favour  of  the  motion  he  bad 
Subn^itted  \q  the  house:  his  object. was 
substantival  justice,  and  in  the  pursujt.  of 
thi^t,  hpwever  deficient  in  other  respects, 
)ie  should  ^Qt  be  fopud,defeptive  in  zeal, 
diligence^  and  perseverance.  As  to  tl^e 
"Tolumii^o^s  papers  \vith  \vhich  he  had  been 
Ihreate/ied  from  thp  other  side,  if  such  papers 
contrit{4ted  in  the  le^t  degree  to  the  defence 
pf  ;(he  apcusedt  be  hjm^elf  should  gladly 
«econ4  the  motion  for  th^ir  produptipn. 
Jie  ))fid  bpep  urged  tp  state  distinctly  the 
pbJQp^.pf  bis  motipi^;  \t  yras  impossible 
^  state  ip  a  C£^se  of  sv^ch  magnitude,  on 
ivhom  t^e  evidence  f9und  in  ^hese  papers 
Xtfsp^jially  ^ear ;  a^d  it  waf;  there- 


fore, in  tbepreseQtstiageof  the  business,  im«* 
possible  for  him  distinctly  to  pledge  him- 
self, further  than  avowing  it  as  his  ioten- 
tion  to  submit  a  motion  committing  the 
house  to  a  censure  of  the  East-Iudia  com^. 
pany,  or  its  servants,  in  the  assumption  of 
the  government  of  the  Carnatic.    The  hon  • 
baronet  concluded  with  an  appeal  to  the, 
feelings  of  the  bouse,  in  which  he  alluded 
to  the  melancholy  fate  of  the   deposed 
prince,  who,  he  could  prove,  had  perished' 
in  a  dungeon. 

Sir  A*  Wellaley  explicitly  denied  that 
the  prince,  as  stated  by  the  hon.  baronet, 
was  imprisoned  in  a  dungeon,  or  died  by 
any  other  than  natural  causes.  He  thought 
it  became  a  gentleman  of  the  hon.  baro- 
net's profession,  to  be  more  cautious  in  raa-» 
king  such  charges. 

Sir  2\  Turton  maintained  that  the  papers 
fully  bore  him  out  in  his  assertion,  though 
he  did  not  in  the  least  implicate  lord  Wei- 
lesley  in  that  dark  transaction. 

Mr.  Fuller  thought  the  enquiry  sbould 
be  fully  gone  into. 

Mr.  Sheridan^  while  be  acquitted  in  the  ful-, 
lest  manner  the  noble  lord  (Wellesley),  had 
not  a  doubt  upon  his  mind,  that  the  young 
prince  caipe  to  his  death  by  foul  and  ex- 
Iraordinary  meaps* — The  motion  was  then 
put  aud  carried. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS; 

Friday,  Februttry  27. 
[Insolvent  Uebtors.]  iJord  Holland, 
presented  a  petition  from  the  debtors  con- 
fined in  the  king's  bench  prison,  praying 
for  such  relief  as  to  the  house  should  seem, 
meet.  His  lordship  observed,  that,  after 
what  passed  last  session  respecting  this 
subject,  it  was  almost  peedless.  for  him  to 
say,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  pro- 
pose any  bill  for  the  .relief  of  insolvent 
debtors.  The  petition,  indeed,  did  not 
pray  for  any  such  bill,  but  rather  for  a  ge- 
neral law  respecting  debtor  and.  creditor, 
by  the  operation  of  which  they  might  be 
restored  to  their  families.  Of  the  neces-. 
sity  of  some  law  of  this  nature  there  pould 
be  no  doubf, ;  and  he  was  happy  that  a 
noble  friend  pf  his,  who  had  formerly  cal- 
led  the  attention  of  the  ho^se  tp  this  im- 
portant subject,  ba^  again  applied  his 
mipd  tp  its  consideration;  apd  that,  in 
another  plape^  9^  pajt  pT  the  subjept.hacl 
been  taken  vip  by  a  geqtlezpau  of  distin* 
gviished  talents  and  benevolence.  Fromi 
these  circumstances,  he  looked  forward 
with  the  f r^at^st.  §8^tisf^tiojr^  to  tfeft  jwlof , 
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'  lion  of  som©  measure  respecting*  this  sub* 
jecti  wbich  wduld  have  the  effect  of  remo- 
ving ftiahy  of  those  evils  which  at  pi'esent 
existed;  He  should  merely  now  move 
that  tlic  petition  do  lie  on  the  table*:— Or- 
dered. 

*  [Taxation.]  The  Earl  of  Warwick 
entreated  the  indulgence  of  the  house, 
whilst  he  endeavoured  to  state  to  their 
lordships  the  outline  of  a  plan  which  he 
wished  to  propose,  with  a  view  of  introdu- 
cing a  more  equal  and  equitable  system  of 
taxation.  At  a  period  like  the  present, 
when  the  great  aggrandizement  and  insa^ 
liable  ambition  of  Prance  called  upon  this 
country  for  every  exertion  that  could  be 
tnade,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
vigour  and  effect,  when  peace  was  placed 
at  a  distance  1)0 1  to  be  calculated  upon, 
irnd  when  all  Europe  looked  to  this  coun- 
try as  their  gredt  stay  fend  hope,  it  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  consider  how  that 
ainount  of  revenue  which  must  necessarily 
be  had,  could  be  raised  with  the  least  pres- 
sure upcfn  the  people.  He  objected  to  the 
prfesent  complicated  systetn  of  taxation, 
as  not  calculated  to  attain  the  desired  ob- 
ject, and  as  proceeding  upon  erroneous  da- 
ta ;  at  present,  whilst  taxation  pressed 
heavily  upon  some  classes,  others  iti  a 
great  degree  escaped.  His  great  object 
was  that  it  should  be  boVne  equally  and 
equitably  by  all.  To  effect  this,  he  had 
formed  a  plati  which  was  totally  novel,  and 
\Vhich  had  never  yet  either  been  spoken  or 
written  upon.  The  more  he  had  consi- 
dered this  plaii,the  more  he  wais  convhiced 
of  its  efficiency,  and  df  the  inadequacy  of 
the  present  system  of  taxation.  He  6b 
jected  to  making  property  the  criterion  of 
taxation,  because  it  was  difficult  to  define 
what  property  was;  he  would  only  consider 
property  by  means  of  its  sign,  labour. 
The  great  objection  to  the  tax  upon  prd- 
pferty  was,  that  whilst  it  got  at  'some  de- 
scriptions of  property,  persons  engaged  "in 
commerce,  in  manufactures,  in  profes- 
sions, and  in  various  speculations,  made 
what  returtis  o'f  property  they  pleased,  and 
paid  accordingly.  He  wished'  that  taxar 
tion  should  be  equal  and  equitable,  and  at 
'the  same  time  general  and  compulsory, 
not  pat'tial  and  voluntary.  He  had  made 
several  calculations  for  the  purpose  of  es- 
tiblishing*  the  efficiency  of  his  plan,  the 
rtsult  of  which  had  astonished  him,*  and 
would  no  doubt  surprize  their  lordships ; 
the  basis  he  took  was  expenditure.  Being 
tfoubtfuJwbetheihis  voict  would  enable 


him  to  convey  all  that  he  .wished  to.  say 
upon  the  subject,  he  had  on  the  preceding 
day  put  down  his  ideas;  upon  paper,  aind, 
with  iheir  lordships*  permission,  he  would 
read  them.  oHis  lordship  read  to  the  housed 
several  observations  similar  in  purport  to 
those  he  had  previously  made,  and  afterwards 
stated  his  plan,  which  proceeded  up9^  tbe 
calculation  of  12,000,000  of  gopulatioh  ^ 
then  taking3,000,000;  atQrf.  per'day  exppa- 
diture,the  amount  would  be,  fpr  3  jpillionStat 
6d,  per  day,  27'j375,000/. ;  for  one  million,  at 
U.  per  day,  18,250,000^.;  at  2*.  per  da}',. 
36',500,000/.  >  at  35..  per  day,  54,750,000/,  i 
at  4*.  per 'day,  73,000,000/.;  at  bs.  per 
day,  ()  1, 250,000/. ;  at  10.5.  per.  day, 
182,500,000/.;  at  12*.  per  day,  219,000^000/.; 
at  15*.  per  day,  2f  3,750,000/.  j  at  20*.  per 
day,  365,000,000/. ;  total,  1,341,375,000/* 
The  clashes  up  to  5*.  inclusive,  his  lord- 
ship reckoned  the  employed,  and  the  other 
classes  the  employers*.  Taking  the  popula- 
tion at  12,500,000,  there  would  remaia 
500,000  persons,  whom  he  would  suppose 
to  spend  1000/*  a  year  each,  amounting  to  ' 
500,000,000/: ;  but  even  supposing  that  to 
be*  the  case,  he  would  make  a  present  o£ 
that  amount' to  their  lordships,  and  rely 
upon  the  remainder,  a'  small  per  ceniage 
upon  which  would  produce  considerably 
more  than  the  property  tax  did  at  present^ 
whilst  it  would  fall  equitably  upon  every 
one,  and  each  would  at  once  know  what 
he  was  to  pay.  He  thought  the  best  mo'de 
of 'proceeding  would  be  to  refer  his  plaa 
to  a  committee,  and  concluded  by  making 
a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Lord  GrentUle  thought,  that  in  point  of 
form  the  motion  could  not  be  entertained 
by  the  house,  as  there  was  no  paper  before 
their  lordsliips  which  could,  coosi'slently 
with  the  forms  of  the  .bouse,'be*  referred  to 
a  committee.  With  respect  to  the  plaa 
proposed  by  the  noble  Idrd,  he  had  consi* 
derable  doubts  of  its  efficiency.  Exps^* 
diture  was  undoi^btedly  taken  as  one  of. 
the  criterions  of  direct  taxation,  lit  be- 
ing the  sign  of  wealth ;  but  where  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  coijntry  required  a  large  sum  to 
be  r£used,  the  more  tf>e  amount  of  taxation, 
necessary  to  be  raised  was  diffused  in  differ-  v 
ent  channels,.it  would  be  found  that  theles9  - 
was  the  pressure  upon  the  peopled  It  was 
unqueertiopably  ..an  6bject  of  the  greatest 
importance  where  bortheris  were  to  be  im- 
posed uppn  the*  people,  to  make  them'fiill 
as  lightly- as  possible,  and  tlie  great  advan- 
tage 6f  indirect  taxatidn  wasi  that  it  Tell  to 
a  certaiti  extent  upon  articles,  respecting 
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which  itwt^i^  the  power  of  th«  container 
to  lessen  .his  consumption  of  those  arti- 
oks,  or  leAve  them  off  ^together;  aod 
thus  the  payment  of  these  taxes  wee  vol  uo- 
tarjTt  as  depending  upon  the  ODnsomptiou 
tif  the  articles.  He  admitted^  with  respect 
to  the  property  tax,  that  it  did  not  read) 
every  descriptioii  of  lucoiue,  bpt  en  ep* 
proximetion  was  continually  cDekiug  to  its 
more  etfectual  operation  upon  those  classes 
whom  it  wu  its  object  tp  include.  The 
dbject  of  the  noble  lord  appeared  to  be  to 
simplify  taxation,  but  be  thought  the  effect 
of that.siinpiification, as  s^iatedin  the  noble 
lord's  plan,  would  be  moch  more  oppresr 
sive  than  the  system  it  lyiii  proposed  to 
ivpercede,  particul^rlv  ee,  arcordipjg  to  the 
plan  of  the  noble  lord,  the  pressed  texa- 
tbn  would  foil  heavily  upon  ihe  poorer 
classes  of  the  people,  whilst  the  surplus, 
property  would  escape  its  operaiioo. 

The  Earl  of  fFarmck  9ai(^,  his  object  was 
not  to  tax  the  poorer clafi|es,  the  employed, 
but  the  employers. 

'  The  £arl  QiSalkirk  observed,  that  in  th|s 
an^ouQt  pf  populatiou  stated  by  the  noble 
lord,  a  ^eat  npipberof  diildren  must  be 
reckonea,wbereexpeiiditureof  course  could 
not  be  taken  at  the  proposed  rate,  but  their 
maintenance  must  be  i^Iuded  iu  the  e^- 
penditure  of  the  family. 

The  Eerl  of  Warwick  said,  that  that  was 
provided  for  in  his  plan,  and  if  the  bouse 
would  allow  it  to  go  Ip  a  committee,  he 
was  convinced  *M  h©  could  prove  satisfac. 
tprily,  by  calculations  io  deti^il,  all  that  hp 
bad  istated.— After  a  short  conversation, 
the  motion  was  withdrawn,  as  informal, 
e^d  another  substituted  by  tl^eearl  of  War- 
wick fpr  the  appointnfient  of  a  committer 
to. consider  of  the  hieal  mode  of  raising  the 
revenue  ;  ^hjeh  y,^  put  and.  negatived.  • 
...  I.  ■i...,ji.:.',4jft  1* 

npvsf:  or  cojimok^. 
'.    Fridajn.  ff^ntar^  27. 

(Mjvutb«.]  TIjo  blowing  mtm^ri 
w^r^  cboden  a  coro^oittep  ti^  try  the  merits 
of  t|ie.  pedtio.n  complaining,  of  en  sindu^ 
elation  and  rjeturn  for  Wick,  Dompck, 
&c. ;  J.  Shew.  T.  »rop|^e,  H-  Thornton,  B, 
Hobbouse,  R,  E.  D,  Groeveror,  sir  W. 
Middleton,  H.  Fane/R^Sfoirp,  H*  Wigram, 
T.  Baring,  W,  Jfones,  R.  Ht  Bredsbaw^  lord 
Bernard.  Nominees,  Peter  Moore,  right 
non,  H.  Ersfcine,— Lord  FolJkeetooe  beggfed 
leave  to  caH  the  attention  of  the  house 
to.  the  Petition  of  Mr.- PauJJ,,  wbieh 
he  had  presto (le^  the  pre^cediing  day/ 
tod   iipoa  whii:h    h^    h^d  given  a^tic^ 


of  a  motion  for  Mpnday  oext«  His 
oBje^  in  preeenting  the  petition  bad 
beenr  fa  have  witnesses  celled  and  ex- 
amined at  tbe  bar,  tutu:h»ng  the  aUeg^- 
lione  eoaiatned  in  it.  •  As  no  order  ba6 
yet  befin  made  on  it,  he  proposed  to  move 
then,  thwt  the  peiHion  be  taken  kilo  conefr- 
deration  On  Monday,  with  a  view  to  nQK>vr 
aderwar ds  that  certain  witnessee  ehoulcl  bo 
ordered  tO  attend  at  the  bar  of  that  bonae» 
at  the  time  wbeir  Ibf  petition  wat  to  be 
taken  into  con^^raCibfi*  He  had  men* 
tinned  the  course  he  proposed  to  piirtue 
to  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Sheridan)* 
whom  he  did  not  then  see  in  hi^  place,  and 
he  was  authorized  to  state  tf»  the  bouse 
that  neither  that  right  hon.  gen^t  »^^  nny 
of  his  friends,  had  any  oli^ction  to  bis  mo* 
lion.  Tbe  petition  was  then  ordefed  lo  be 
taken  into  consideration  on' Monday^  and 
W.  Dralce,  VV.  Drake  jun.,  An^  ]i>rake, 
T.  Weatherhead,  John  Richardp*'  and  se. 
veral  other  persons,  were  ordered  te  attend 
the  house  at  tbe  same  time*  Mr«  Sberi- 
d^n^  if  he  bad  been  in  hie  ple^  at  the 
time,  would  have  seconded  the  mptipo^  of 
the  not^e  lord.  Neijiher  thaae,  nor  anf 
other  motion  that  could  be  brought  for« 
ward  by  that  noble  lord,  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  expediting  the  decision  of  the 
char^  contained  in  the  petitipp^  wonld 
meet  with  any  op|)Qsitiou  froio  him,  of 
from  any  of  his  friends.  As  he  wee  on  hia, 
legs,  he  thought  '}t  not  amise  t^  give  notice, 
th^t  he  should  on  Monday  next  present  a 
petition  from  certi^n  electors  of  We^tmin* 
ster,  charging  ^pon  the  petitioner  in  thia 
case,  and  upon  his  agents,  subornation  of 
perjuiy.— Mr.  SjieriHan  presented  a  peti^r- 
^ion  frgm  i;ertaiii  landholders  in  tlie  city  of 
Westminster,  prayifcig  fqr  J^ave  to  bring  'm 
a  bill  fyr  the  erection  of  a  Ibridgp  over  the 
river  Thames,  between  Westminster  and 
Bkickfrtars  bridges.  T\i^  right  hon*  gem- 
stated,  that  tl>e  plan  for  the  bridges  waa  in 
considerable  forwarduese>  and  tbat^tfa^part 
pf  tbe  river  over  wbieh  it  wa|i  propoe^  to 
ettct  the  bridge,  wa;*  *i|t  which  w^s  n^Prriy 
in  the  lij^e  ot  SowthampiQ^ft-atreet;  and 
that  a  high  road  wan  ^>  be  ceeetrncted  to 
the  Obelisk,  St.  <JeorBeVftekhi^  Surrey. 
The  petitioi^  wee  then  brought  upp  and  re* 
ferred  to  a  oommittee  compoped  of  the 
members  of  the  citiea  of  I,«on4oa  an4  West* 
minster.-^Mr.  t^ibbert presented apetitUMO 
from  certain  yt^^lndy^  merdiapt«i^  plaftr 
Uni  iSte  stating  the  losses:  whifth  Uiejr 
9houldi  sdstain  by  tbe  atnlitio^  of  Ht^  sjave 
tirade^  ^  praying  fojr  compnpsajlion  tor  the 
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wm*  Ocdered  tQ  li^  cm  tb?  tabl«.  Mr 
'lUtiUerJ  gave  notice,  tb«t  on  th^  ptb  of 
Murpbf  hp  sliQ^ild  0i9ve  to  rffar  this  peti** 
tipQ  to  tb^  (^oQsifteratioD  of  «  detect  cou>- 
mittee  (s^  M^rch  IS.)*^*^'^!'.  Hibb^rttben 
rose,  iu  purw^OQe  of  bU  motion  of  the. 
precedipg  d^y,  on  %b^  snbjwt  of  compen- 
sAtioD.  ^0  pas0  WM  iQore  deserving  of 
considerai^ion,  Uma  th^  of  the  pWnUrQ 
who  bAd  b^en  induced  to  settle  by  gri^nts 
of  \m^*  There  were  o)Any  precedents  gf 
similar  compensations*  He  a<>w,  therefore, 
be^d  leuve  to  auk  bis  tn^jestv's  n^inister^, 
wheUier  they  were  auihpnsed  to  giv^  the 
royal  assent  to  the  pfoppsitiQn  for  compen- 
sation, which  be  sl)Ould  in  that,  case  bring 
.forward.  Lord  Howick  replied,  that,  bis 
majast/s  minister^  were  not  autbprized  so 
to  do.  This  WHS  all  which  it  was  bis  duty 
to  state  Mpo0  tbe  snbjcct,  for  it  would  be 
biglil/  improper  (or  bim  to  go  into  the* 
srottnds  on  which  the  ri^fusal  was  foundedt 
This  alone  be  woyld  say,  that  any  claim* 
for  coomen^ation  might  be  brought  forward 
atsome  future  period,  batuot  at  tbe  pra9ent. 

JKiMSTRR  En^acTK^K.]  fAv^ Bi(td»lph  pre- 
sentftd  a  petition  from  eertain  electprs  ot 
Westminster,  inhabitants  of  tbe  parish  of 
St.  MartiaVle^Grand,  CPinplait)ii\g  of  a 
breach  of  privilege,  aud  praying  for  the  in- 
terference of  the  bouse*  Tbe  petition  was 
read  b;  the  clerk,  and  stated  in  substance : 
*'  That  the  petitioners  baye  learnt  with 
alarm  and  regret,  that  on  Thmrsday  the 
19th  of  February  last,  tbe  house  had,  on 
tbe  motion  of  tbe  rigbt  boo*  R»  B»$i)endan^ 
postponed  tbe  day  £or  taJ^ing  intp  cui^ide- 
Tation  the  petition  from  L  Panll,  esq. 
complaining  of  an  undue  return  for  tlie 
city  of  Westminster.  That  by  that  postpone- 
ment, tbo  petitioners  wero  disfranchieed 
during  its  i^ntiovauipe,  apd.  remaii^d  un- 
rrpre«e»l«d  in  parUament,  Hm  qm  of  their 
representatives,  sir  S^  Hood,  waa  abroad 
in  tbe  e^ecutioo  of  his  proJFesaioAal  di^y, 
and  tbe  ri^t  boo-  ]i.  ft.  gbcridao,  being 
charged  with  baiviog;  priicujced.  ai^olourable 
majority  bf  meaos  of  bnbery  atid  corrupr 
tum«  Jameaf  a«dl^ef<|«  tbcir  oibcr.  legal  re* 
preaentaiiv^  was.  b^  tb«  proceediM;  of 
wbieb  the;  ^iRplamfd»  pravepted  from 
takiog  bi9  i^at  in  tb#  bouae*  tbe  per 
.titiooen.  were  c^Qvioceid  tbat^  tb«  090^ 
tioo  of  tb«  rigbi  boti^  &•  B*  Sberidao. 
es(j^  wai  ifUcadad.  aiul  way  calculad^  opt 
to  fijniwr,,  b»i44ai]F'  tba«o4a of  public  juy * 
tlc^^  tat  ibf jT  w4Wttwtaij>,  and  f:cuUd.  pror 
duce  evidence  to  giQyi»  tlM  trotl^  of  <  ibeir 


allegation,  that,  contrary  to  the  stliiading 
order  of  that  bouse,  ai>d  to  all  law  and  de^ 
corum,  tbe  said  right  bon.  R.  B*  $beridan» 
bad,  both  by  himself  and  by  bis  agents,  tam- 
pered with  the  witnesses,  and  by  bribet 
and  threats  endeavoured  to  induce  tbeim  to 
withhold  their  testimony,  tbe  trutb  of  all 
which  tbe  petitioners  were  prepared  to 
prove  at  the  bar  of  tbe  house*  That  4Qcii 
a  transaction  was  contrary  to«  standing 
order  of  the  bouse,  which  declared  it  tp 
be  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour*  The 
petitioners  therefore  demanded  apd  in**^ 
silted  that  tbe  house  should  proceed  with 
ibtj  utmost  severity  to  the  puuisbmant  oC 
tbe  offender ;  and  the  petitioners  prayed 
tba^  an  early  day  might  be  appointed  to^ 
prosecute  the  investigation  of  this  business^ 
which  involved  in  it  not  only  the  rights  of 
the  city  of  Westminster,  bqt  the  cbaraeter 
a»>d  privileges  of  the  bouse  of  commons.''-"* 
The  hou.  gent  said,  he  hoped  be  should  nolr 
be  considered  as  personally  responsible  for 
the  allegations  in  the  petition.  It  bad  been 
put  into  his  bands  by  some  eleetors  of 
Westminster,  and  being  aq  elector  oC 
Wt;stminster  himself,  he  Qould  not  refusie  t(s 
present  it.  He  moved  that  the  petition  bii 
referred  t9  a  committee  of  privileg^s»^m>Mr» 
Sheridan  seconded  the  motion* 

Lord  Howkkf  while  be  allowed  tbafcft 
member  wiio  presented  a  petition  was  not 
responsible  for  the  truth  of  the  matter  whicb 
it  contained^  was  yet  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
it  was  his  duty  to  take  care  tb«it  siioh  peti- 
tion was  not  couched  in  improper  and  di»» 
respectful  tarms.  lie  was  not  disposed  ta 
quarrel  with  any  inadvertency  of  expres* 
sion ;  but  if  there  appeared  on  the  face  of 
a  p»  titiou  a  studied  intention  to  uae  insult* 
ing  language,  the  bouse  would  ill  consult 
its  Qwn  digmty  in  not  severely  animadvert- 
ing on  such  an  attempt.  Tbe  present  pe- 
tition  set  out,  in  a  most  unusual  manner,. 
by  complaining  of  a  vote  of  that.  house». 
wbivh,  according  to  tbe  statement  of  the 
petitioners,  had  disfranchised  Vhem,  and 
which  bad  deprived  tbeir  legal  lepresen* 
tative  of  his  s^.  He  bekeved  a  petition 
containing  $ucn  a  complaint  could  not  be. 
entertained.  He  would  cemarfc,by  the  way^ 
that  tliA  fir^t  example  of  postponement 
wa^giv^  by  tbe  noble  lord  who  presented 
tbo  original  petition  to  tbe  bouse  against 
tbe  return  of  hif  riglit  hon,  friend.r '  But  if 
tbo^  petiaioa  set  out  in  an  unusual  tone,, 
tbo«  snhseq^Mwit  parts  of  it  w^ra  still  more 
esUraordi^Hry.  He  perfeetly  underaiobd  it 
tg.  bo  the  right  of  tbo  peopla  to  peiitioi^ 
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that  house,  and  to  be  the  duty  of  that 
house  to  lisieu  to  their  petitions.  Dut 
when  petitioners  insisted  and  demanded 
that  the  house  should  proceed  with  seven- 
ty against  one  whom  they  termed  an  offen- 
der, bcffore  the  investigation  of  the  subjecr 
had  commenced,  they  conducted  flicm- 
sehes  in  the  most  disrespectful  manner, 
and  deserved  severe  reprehension*  It  was 
not  his  intention,  however,  to  propose  any 
prodeediug  to  the  house  on  the  present  subt 
ject,  ahhough  he  certainly  thought  it  right 
DO&  to  let  it  pass  unnoticed.  With  regard 
to  the  case  stated  in  the  petition,  he  trust- 
ed that  it  would  undergo  the  most  minute 
investigation,  and  that  on  whichever  side 
the  delinquency  should  be  found  to  exist, 
the  punishment  sbotild  fall. 

Mr.  C.W^nnc^  with  all  bis  deference  for 
his  noble  friend,  thought  that  ttiere  would 
be  considerable  danger  in  Establishing  the 
precedent  of  allowing  a  petition  couched  in 
such  terras  to  be  received.  To  the  matter 
no  man- could  object,  but  the  manner  was 
•uchy  that  in  his  opinion  the  house  would 
com  promise  its  own  dignity  iti  j^efmitting 
0uch  a  petition  to  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  privileges. 

•  Lord  Temple  concurred  in  the  opinion 
that  the  door  of  the  house  ought  to  be 
thrown  wide  open  to  petitions;  but  it  had 
a  right  to  demand,  that  they  should  be 
couched  in  decent  and  decorous  language. 
Jie  did  not,  therefore,  tliink  that  the  house 
was  bound  in  duty  to  receive  a  petition 
eonveyed  in  such  terms  as  these. 

Mr.  Fuller  agreed  with  the  noble  lord 
who  spoke  last.  The  words  were,  demand 
and  insist,  and  the  house  could  not  rereive 
a  petition  conveyed  in  such  terms  uswC're 
contained  in  this — [here  the  hon.  gent, 
threw  the  petition  on  the  grouud].  The 
house  would  always- feel  it  a  duty  to  attend 
to  and  redress  grievances,  but  it  was  not 
bound  to  receive  petitions  couched  in  lan- 
guage that  shew^  a  manifest  intention  to 
insult  the  house.  This  he  maintained,* 
and  cared  not  a  farthing  who  heard  him. 

Mr.  WMtbread  suggest^  to  his  hon. 
frieiui  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  the  pe- 
tition, as  the  general  sense  of  the  house  ap- 
peared to  be  against  it,  and  presenting 
another,  couched  in  more  pTX)per'and  mo- 
derate terms.  It  was  Aot  the  custom  to 
present  petitions  against  the  proceedings 
Qi  the  house  in  affairs  of  this  nature,  and 
the  words  insist  and  demand, -were  certainly 
•li^ctionable.  But  that  was  not  the  most 
•bjectiooable  part  of  it,  and  he  should  be 


inclined  to  ^ass  over  this  if  there  had'been 
nothing  else  to  object  to.  But  the  peti- 
tion insisted  that  the  house  should  proceed 
with  severity,  with  regard  to  one  agaitist 
whom  nothing  had  been  proved.  If  the 
petition  could  not,  in  point  of  form,  be 
withdrawn,  then,  supposing  it  to  be  reject- 
ed, the  petitioners  had  full  time  to  pfeseut 
a  fresh  petition  on  Monday.  *  Tbis  they 
would  do  if  they  were  really  in  earnest,' 
and  only  wished  £or  justice.  If*  they  did' 
not  do  this;  then  it  would  be  clear  that  thejr 
were  not  in  pursuit  of  justice,  hut  duly  in- 
tended to  insult  the  house.    > 

The  Speaker  said  there  -was  xiothiirg  in 
point  of  form  which  vrould  prevent  the 
withdrawing  of  the  petition. 

^Ir.  Biddulph  stated,  that  the  petition  had 
been  put  into  his  hands,  and  thatlie  had 
promised  to  present  it,  without  having 
looked  at  it  immediately.  He  had  some 
doubts  after  reading  it,  but  having  shewn 
it  to  some  fricndr  of  his,  members  of  the 
bouse,  he  hsd  been  told  by  them  that  it 
would  not  be  improper  to  present  it.  As 
to  that  part  which  related  to  the  proceeding 
of  the  house,  it  was  rather -a  narrative  than: 
an  accusation.  The  words  insist  and  de- 
mand had  been  caught  at  in  rather  an  extra- 
ordinary way.  All  that  the  petitioners  in- 
sisted upon  and  demanded  was,  that  the 
house  should  act  upon  its  own  orders. 
l*his  was  the  way  in  which  he  understood 
them.  The  evidence  he  knew  nothing  of; 
but  be  was  not  ptepared  to  view  the  peti- 
tion in  that  offensive  light  fn  which  it  a(>- 
peared  to  some ;  and  therefore  did  not  feel 
satisfied  that  he  ought  to  withdraw  it,*  or 
confess  that  he  was 'liable  to -the  imputa- 
tion of  careTessbess  thrown  out  against  him. 

Mn  -Montague  put  ibearnestly  to  the  hon. 
gent,  whether  it  woiHd  not  be  adviseable 
to  withdraw  the  petition,  as  by  such  a pra- 
dent  proceeding,  extremes  upon  either  side 
would  beavpided,  the  dignity- of  the  house 
would  not  be  compromised j  and  the  right 
of -petition  would  not  be  intrenched  upon. 
He  could  n6t  agree  with  the  boh.  mover* 
that-  the  words  -demand  and  insist,  were 
merely  used  as  trrgitig  theiiecessAry  cofise- 
quencer  in  a  clear  deduction*;  for  what 
man,  for  'instance,  ever  •similarly  ap))lled 
such  words*  as  to  insist  atid  demiRid  that 
two^nd  two  made  four  ?'^  Did  Euclidjhe 
tisked,-  ever  insist  and-  dematrd  'that  tiie 
tliree  angles'of  a  (riingle  were  equal  to  two 
right-ones?  He  besought  the  hon:  mcnolber 
to  relieve  the  embiirraiisiiien^  ot  the  house 
by  withdrawing  the  petitiofti  -^  *•  *'  '  *    * 
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QeatrH-Vyu  did  not  think  that  the  peti- 
tioD,  .being  Qnce  presented^  could  ^  well 
Mfithdrawn.  He-Uiougbttke woj^s  object* 
ed  ^to.  were,  not  of  such  moqaent»  and  be- 
lieved that  ihey  were  ;to.be  imputed  to-ig- 
noiance  or  inadvertence • 

JVlr.  Littleton  was  for  rejecting  the  peti- 
tioQ,     No  nian  was  more  -a  friend  to  the 
subject's  undoubted  right  of  petition  than 
be  was ;  but  he  was  also  a  friend  to  the 
cause  of  that  house's  dignity  and   honour. 
In  rejecting  the  petition,  he  thought  he  not 
only  consulted  the  respect  of  that  house, 
but  the    dignity  of  the  great  body   that 
created  it.     The  people  suffered  from  any 
insult  cast  upon  its  representative  body, 
and  no  portion  of  constituents,  should  be 
allowed  to  violate  the  common  forms  of 
decency  and  decqrun\  due  from  all  consti- 
tuents to  the  commons  bouse  of -pari  lament. 
Mr.  Lamb  did  not  think  it  quite  fair 
that  an  opinion  hazarded  by  him  in  private^ 
upon  a  casual  glance    of    the    petition, 
^ould  be  adduced  as  an  authority  in  tliat 
house;  he  should  not,  however,  shrink  in 
public  from  any  opinion  he  had  maintained 
in  private.;  he  did   not  think  the  words  of 
the  petition  so  objectionable :  the  words 
^larm  and  regret,  in  its  commencement,  were 
by  no  means  unparliamentary  terms,  to 
express  the  sensations  of  petitioners  produ- 
ced by  apy  antecedent  act  of  that  house;  the 
other  .words  so  much  complained  of,  insist 
or  demand,  seemed  to  be  misunderstood, 
tliey  were  addressed  to  the  house  as  in  its 
judicial  capacity. 

Mr.  SheridaninWy  concurred  with  anhon. 
gent.. as  to  the  necessity  of  dismissing  from 
their  minds  every  consideration  that  tended 
to  irritate  or  influence.  He  was  aware 
that  it  was  necessary  to  hear  with  temper, 
in  order  to  decide  with  firmness.  He  had 
gone  through  the  election  contest  without 
beat,  intemperance,  or  animosity  upon  his 
part,  and  he  should  not  now  be  hurried  to 
abandon  that  moderation  to  which  be  had 
been  recently  so  much  indebted.  He  flat- 
tered himself  that  he  bad  the  good  fortune 
to  have  the  best  wishes  of  the  hon*  member 
v^ho  presented  t&e  petition ;  he  had  been 
benefited  by  bis  intercourse,  and  had  occa- 
.  ^tonally  been  honouted  with  the  enjoyment 
of  his  hospitality ;  he  did  therefore  think 
that  the  hon«  gent,  would  baVe  done  more 
justice  to  his  well-known  candour,  if  be  had 
\n  bis  application  to  different  friends  upon 
the  subject,  had  some  previous  communi- 
cation with,  him  (Mr.  S.),  be/ore  he  had 
prps^i^tei}  ft  cbar|^«  io  which  bp  wf^^o  per- 


sonally involved.     He  was  still  more  at  % 
loss  to  account  for  this  omission,  when  he 
recollected  that  a  noble  lord  (Folkestone) 
had  done  so  upon  a  similar  occasion.     As 
to  the  petition  now  before  the  house,  he 
believed  he  had  given  the  strongest  proof 
in  his  power  of  his  earnest  anxiety,  that  tho 
prayer  of  that  petition  should  be  promptly 
acceded  to,  and  that  all  practicable  dispatch 
should  be  resgrted  to,  in  order  to  facilitate 
enquiry  the  most  strict  and  extensive  into  the 
grounds  of  all  allegations  complaining  of  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  that  house,  or 
relating  to  any  conduct  of  his,  touching 
the  late  election  of  Westminster.     As  to 
the  wording  of  the  petition,  he  had   two 
reasons  for  not  wishing-to  reject  it  on  that 
head  ;  his  parliamentary  conduct  w.as  evir 
dence  that  be  had  been  uniformly  a  zealoua    - 
advocate  for  the  subject's  right  of  petition, 
and  would  now  be  the  last  man  in  that 
house  to  reject  a  petition  for  having  indis^ 
creetly  made  use  of  hot  and  hasty  words  ; 
but  be  had  another  and  a  paramount  rea* 
son  for  not  rejecting  the  petition,  and  that 
was,  that  he  believed  in   bis  soul,  that  if 
that  petition  went  to  a  committee  of  privi- 
leges, it  would  be  to  the  chagrin  and  utter 
disappointment  of  the  petitioners  themr 
selves.  He  argued  against  the  inconsistency 
of  coaxing  an  bon .  member  to  .withdraw  his 
petition,  in  order  not  to  compromise  the 
dignity  of  the  bouse,  as  such  solicitation 
went  effectually   to  compromise  it ;  and 
denied  that  the  house  could  everfeel  a  diflli-* 
culty  in  a  question  that  involved  the  asser- 
tion of  its  honour. 

^\r,  Aohinsoni  though  inn  very  small  mi^ 
nority  upon  a  former  night,  against  the 
right  hon.gent.,  felt  it  now  equally  incQm<« 
bent  upon  him^o  resist  the  motion   that 
gentleman  had   seconded  ;  he  thought  the 
language  of  the  petition  extremely  indeco^ 
rous.    The  petitioners  complained  of  their 
being  disfranchised,  and   the  two  reasons 
upon  which   they   grounded  that  opinioDg 
were  truly  extraordinary.     The  first  was, 
that  one  of  tlieir  representatives  was  engav 
ged  in  the  service  of  his  king  and  country, 
and  could  not  attend  to  his  duties  as  a  s&f 
natoTf    This  circumstance,  if  it  constituted 
either  .disqualification  or  disfranchisement, 
was  well  known  to  them  at  the  time  they 
ejected  him  for  Westminster.    The  other 
reason  was,  that  in  consequence  of  the  de« 
cision  of  this  house*  their  legal  representa« 
tive  was  prevented  from  immediately  ti^i 
king  Ins  place  in  this  house.  If  this  could  bn 
considered  <|9  a  cnute  Qf  diifrttiichisemetiti 
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it  todvt  MrtaiAly  existed,  prevk)ltf§  t6  the 
decnion  of  the  house,  which  enhifged  the 
^riod  f6r  taking  that  returft  lnt6  codside- 
Tation.  Under  the  itbptemotk  he  bad, 
hesboaldcOQCeifett  his  duty  t6  vote  for 
the  rejection  of  tlie  petition,  unless  it  was 
frithdra^n. 

Mr.  Adism  sohsiittH  to  the  judgeij^ent 
of  the  house,  wtiether  the  present  petition 
did  not  require  akeraddn  f  It  was  uni%*er«» 
salty  admitted,  that  the  right  of  petfttofimg 
iras  certainyy  intierent  in  the  coristttiitioti ; 
bat  it  wal, equally  a  matter  of  fact,  and 
generally  understood,  that  the  itiembef 
sliould  atientitely  coAvider,  and  be  le* 
sponsible  for  the  aIIegatio«)%  of  the  petitions 
^hkh  he  should  tfaint  it  his  duty  to  present. 
The  ilrst  question  was,  whether  ihe  present 
petition  should  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  privileges  ?  In  the  mean  time,  another 
question  had  arisen,  with  respect  to  certain 
tndecoroue  rsrms  inserted  in  it.  The  opposi* 
tiofi  was  not  to  the  substance  or  mode,  with 
an  intention  of  relbaing  its  prayer,  but  was 
iolefy  directed  against  the  language  which  it 
l)reatbed^ast>eing  inconsistent  with  the  dig* 
nity  and  forms  of  the  bouse.  If  the  object 
was  to  obtain  full  and  sobstantial  justice,  he 
recommended  to  the  hon«  gent,  to  wittidraw 
h  for  the  purpose  of  alteration,  pledging 
liimielf  to  bring  it  forward  on  a  i^ture 
<9Ccaston.  By  such  conduct  the  dignity  of 
the  house,  tba  right  of  petition,  aixl  the 
{privileges  of  the  people  would  each  be  re- 
spectively preserved. 

Mr.  Bidduipk  declared  himself  unwifllfig 
to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  house,  but  he 
found  himself  called  upon  to  reply  to  some 
observations  which  bad  fallen  from  hon. 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  He  could 
Assure  one  hon.  member  (ilfr.  Lamb),  that 
fee  Irnd  wot  tli^  remotest  idea  of  an  improper 
allwioil  lo  hiffi)  nor  difd  he  make  a^y  itw 
eorre^.t  i«se  of  the  authotity  of  his  name. 
The  right  hon.  getit.  (Mr.  Shi^idan)  h»d 
charge  him,  in  a  way  mom  or  less  gent)e- 
HlMmly,  0f  a  want  of  frankness,  iniiotcom* 
muhicatfilg  his  intention  with  respect  to  this 
petition.  Ou  this  point  he  ^uld  only  sny, 
that  the  uecewiiy  ne\ie?r  occurre<d  to  hiti. 
.Waakane^  case,  «nd  hud  it  aot  been 
pvevio^ly  brought  befotre  the  ^ase,  he 
eeruMy  would  have  apprised  tiMeigIn  hon. 
gen€.  With  resrpect  to  the  peVltton  itweff,  be 
tlttc\Mc4ftis^<kt!r  himself  a  v^^bad  «d\ieca»e, 
w«^  he  to  )>^^nevefe  in  pressing  it,  eontfuik^ 
setlie|;e«toeMilfOslii»gof  thetfotise;  buthte 
"imi^he  allows  to  estate  his  opioid,  that  it 
ifiistfae«irMig  €^pr6ttim«f  iititaiit0it4«wiii. 


without  any  view  6r  fMtilthfg  tlie  dlgtiity  of 
thftt  house,  or  tfVn«MlIg  o0  \\M  piWleg&a. 
To  such  a  claks  of  men,  he  ednce^d  it  hit 
duty  16  give  every  ftciffty  of  liying  the 
^etemi^nt  of  their  grIirvtfhCM  befbre  tfinfr 
legislature.  He  8h6uld  Itow  ifiove  to  with« 
draw  it,  if  tife  right  fMi,  genu  wte  sedtfn* 
ded  the  former  it<oti<)n,  wM  inclined  tt> 
coincrde. 

Mr  Shridttn  s«td,  Re  wis  furt^d  rtf  y!efd 
his  coiisent,  more  C6  Aotnpfy  with  the  wiab 
of  the  hotise,  than  any  mclinationdf  hisown. 
The  petition  #as  aoccirditigly  wHhdfa(wn« 

[SL,4vr-TltAM  AfeotfTldii  BtLt.]  On 
the  order  of  the  day  beirig  read  for  thv 
hou^  resdving  itself  into  t  committee  on 
the  slave-trade  abolitien  Bilf, 

Sir  Chath9  tok  dedafeif  khnself  so  iili. 
pressed  with  tbehnpolity  of  the  abolition, 
that  be  was  itld1n^e^,  in  every  stage,  tb 
thwart  a  bill,  ruinouv  to  the  coldniei  atnd 
to  the  commerce  of  the  country* ;  a  mea« 
sure  which  would  put  into  the  hand^  of 
the  enemy,  those  Objects  on  which  he  had 
so  steadfastly  ikt^  his  attention,  and  the 
want  of  which,  in  a  great  degreip,  nsstrsined 
the  progress  of  his  artas,  and  prevented 
the  accomplishment  of  th6se  menaces, 
with  which  ho  had  so  Ibng  thrstltened 
this  empire.  It  wa.i  a  gieat  sacrifice  to 
risk  one-third  of  the'  British  exports,  be- 
sides imports  to  a  large  amount,  tndepeti* 
dent  of  the  employment  given  to  such  a 
number  of  seamen,  as  #ere  annually  engiged 
in  the  trade  with  Africa:.  He  wMied  not 
to  delay  the  house,  but  be  itrenut>usly  re^ 
commended  a  prolongation  of  the  tim^ 
when  the  bill  should  begin  to  opetlste,  and 
a  total  change  of  the  preamble  of  the  bill^ 
Mr.  Hyghnftf  on  rising  for  the  first  time 
to  address  the  house,  solicited  the  indul. 
gence  usually  extended  to  young  memberi^ 
and  declared,  that  a  cotiscioUsness  of  hia 
own  inexperience  in  debate  would  have 
deterred  him  ft^m  detivming  hh(  setiti* 
metits  on  the  present  occasion;  did  not  an 
rmperious  sense  ot^  doty,  an  irresistible 
impression  of  the  m^gnitutle  and  import- 
ance of  il)e  tquiBStiou  to  the  hest  interesisi 
of  the  state,  r^  paraomunt  to  all  other 
cor»«rideratiotis,  and  induce  him  to  appenl 
to  ttMsaobenrndtMiheYtrtejudgemeoft^of  the 
house,  againn  thafstraia  of  eloquent  detla- 
Rvatf  on  whith,  on  a  fermereveding,  had  been 
so  tettlouUy  tktod  isttccessfuHy  employed  te^ 
roQM  ffhefttssmna,  to  d^^etpower'atvd  misleiid 
the  rewaon.  fhs  titivted  ttnii  eu  bumble 
mdivrduidmig||]|l)e  permitted  tt>  raise  In^ 
vofoe  in  'defence  of  Uttt  «f iftMi  t)f  wit  an* 
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ceftoft  ttAder  whkh  ottr  ooramerQU  pro- 
spirit  J  had  attained  itopreMat  exte&tyaad. 
our  naval  strength  its  power.    He  was  tbe 
more  aoxioiM  to  make  this,  attempt,  from 
observing  that  no  one  posses»Dg '  personal 
knowled^  or  kcal  experience    of  the 
real  condition  of  slavery  in  the  West  In* 
dies,  bad  yet  offei^d  any  information  to 
tbe  house*  and  having  spent  a  considerable 
part  of  his  life  in  the  most  important  of 
oar  colonies,  and  having  therefore  some 
&BowljBdge  of  the  sabject,  he  would  en- 
deavour t<»  convey  juster  ideas  of  the  pre* 
sent  state  of  negroes  in  tliese  settlements 
than  seemed  now  to  prevail.    Indeed,  ti)e 
repre^Bntatioas    whkh    had    been  made, 
and  descripfions  given,  wei^  of  that  na* 
ture^  that  they  had  exciled  no  small  degree 
of  astonisliment  in  his  mind  ;  so  much  so, 
Ihat  doubts  mif^ht  bave  arisen  (if  tliese  re« 
lations  wen;  deserving  of  credit)  whetiier 
all  that  he  had  heard  or  witnessed  during 
a  jresideoceo^  lOyearii  in  the  West  Indies, 
TDdst  not  bave  passed  in  a  dream ;  and  be 
would  tell  the  hoo.  member^  from  his  own 
persooai  observation,  that  there  did  not 
e^st  a  more  hay>py  race  than  the  daves  in 
oar  colonies,  ii  any  trust  was  to  be  placed 
in  outward  appearances^  whieh  untYerstiUy 
indicated  cheerfuloess  and   contenttneat. 
If  the  statements  which  had  been  given 
vrece  correct  if  the  enormities  which  had 
been  related  were  praotised^  be  bad  lio  <lif'< 
fieulty  in  saying,  that  mto  must  be  desti* 
ti^te  of  the  eommon  attributes  of  huma- 
nity, M«lx>,  believing  such  accounts,  did 
not  cordially  join  the  advocates. of  the 
presetit  measure  in  voting  for  the  abo*. 
litiopi  ol    the  tradie;    nay,  Un  the    abo- 
lision  of  ftUvery    itself.      But  he  must 
totaUy   deny  the  truth    of  these    gene- 
ral acjcusetfona,  and  demand  proof:  nei- 
thei-  could  he  ad«ut«'  that  one  or  two  ia« 
stances  of  eeverity  or  oppression,  li  9*t»* 
faiishedeveii9<suehdrcuaistaAcea  mnsiaad 
dio*  happen  in  every  couatry,)-*-*cfmId  be 
aiteatted  as  evidence  of  the  deHnqoency  of 
the  system,  at  large;,  aad  it  waa  siagular, 
that  the  moat  exalted  characters^  tbose 
heeoes,  tbe  ornament  and  pride  of  their 
co4Mstry,  and  who  bad  been  employed  in 
the  Colooses  almost  to  a  maa,  bore  testi* 
nmay  to*  Uia  mild  a«d  kniea*  trealB^eat  of  i 
alaises'  *»  tha  Wes4  Indiasi.^Hem  the  ho»« 
§saU  lamented,  thai  the  legisli^turtt  had 
tbiMight  £t  tio  deay  itself  the  hcaefii  of  att 
HcUsStoaal  iafcrmatioD,>  by  evidence^  on 
this*  impovtaoi  yiectioiig  on  the  alledged. 
»0|iadf  thai  notbiatnetr  eouU  be  adduced. 
Vol.  VIII. 


During  ^  period  wbich  had  elapsed 
since  the  enqnny  on  this  subject. vas  dosed, 
be  would   ask,  had  no  new  ooc^rreoces 
tsken  place,  which  ought  to.  iofiaence  Opi- 
nion and  goirern  the  .judgement  ?  Did  the 
rebellion  4n  Grenada,  the  Charib  insuitee* 
tion  in  St.  Vincents,  the  Maroon  war  in 
Jamaica,  and,  above  all,  tiie  itrolution  in 
St«  Domingo,  afford  •  no  lesson,  no  expe* 
rieuce  by  which  oor  decision  might  be 
gjuided  ?  It  could  be  clearly  shewn,  that 
the  latter  most  di«Btr<ms  event  bad  its 
origHi  in,  and  was  accelerated  1»y,  doctrines 
similar  to  those  which  were  now  espoused 
in  this  couBtry,  ^rst  promulgated  in  France, 
and  afterwards  most  industriously  ditsemi* 
nated,  utitil,  in  their  aataral  comrse,  they 
buned  tint  devoted  and  ill-listed  colony 
ib  devastation  and  rum.    In  a  case  of  so 
much  moment  to  the  parties,  he  also  coo* 
tended,  that  they  had  a  right,  an  undoabled 
right,  to  be  patiently  beard  ia  their  own 
deiif^nce;  and  ha  must,  therefofe,  regret, 
that  those  h^ly  leiqiectabie   characters 
who  were  ofiered  as  witnessed  at  (he  bar^ 
had  not  been  received^    The  mode  in 
which  the  question  h^d  been  treated,  he 
(Mr,  HO   strongly  deprecated^    Out  of 
docHTs,  the  grosseat  exaggeration  and  mis- 
representation had  been  resorted  to,  and 
in  that  house,  dedamation  was  substituted 
ftir  argnmeat,  andpatheticaddresses  tp  the 
fe^iags  for  sound  reasoniog.    TlijO  noble 
lord  who  iotroduced  the  bill^  h^d  m^  die 
example,  which  had  been  nnivaiiiUy  Ibl- 
lowed,  and  an  hon»  sod  learned  geat.  (the 
S(^icitor*general)  bad  been  carriiad  so  far 
by  the  spirit  of  disjogenuons  aoimadver* 
sion8,.tbat  he  did  not  scruple  to  ascribe  all 
the  laws  of  th^  colonial  leg^bitures  which 
had  been  passed  for  ^he.  secairity  aad  pro^ 
teetion  of  the  negroes,  t4  an  insidious  de- 
sf[*n  merely  tp  impose  on  tise  public  ot 
tlMS  coyn^t  with  the  view^of  stifling  isrtbm- 
enqairy  or  discsHsions  as  to  slavery, aad,  aer 
he  alledgedy  none  of  them  were  pat  ia  force. 
To  a  man  aetp^mnled  with  the  facts,  such 
an  asaertioi^   appeared   nonstrous;   and 
when  that  learned  gent*  quoted  tbe  words 
of  an  ohaolete  )aw  of  Barbadoes  to  shew 
the  esthnation  in  whicb,  in  legal  .language 
an4   proea^^^Bgs^  negroes  were  hM,  it 
Would  h^t  beeii  raQivcandid  had  lie  at  tbe 
time  stated  ibe  date  of  that  law,  md 
nmntioaed  that  is  wat  passed  upwards  of  a 
ceatory. .  ago^    Evea'  the  ^  hon.  m«mbtr  fot 
Yavkahbra  (Mr.  Wilherfoicsi),  ici  a  HcttA 
publication^  had  bectt  compelled  toada^ 
that  the  consolidatiMt  slfver  l«w  pf  JaaiHie* 
;3X 
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vrtfse^acted-previoutto  dM  agiutio'n  oftbe 
quMtion  o^  Abolmoo,  and  could  not  there, 
fore  hts9%  been  fram«()  with  the  tutent  im* 
puied  to  the  Wett^indiant  by  the  soUcltor- 
general.    To  that  law  he  (Mr*  H.)  would 
refer  for  a  refutacioo  ol  such  charges  :  let 
its  provisions  be  exumined,  and  il  would 
bafteen,  whether  the  interests  and  protec- 
tion of  the  slaves  were  so  completely  over- 
looked AS  had  been  asserted.     So  much 
for  the  means  which  had  been  employed 
for  the  accumpHfcbment  ot'  this  measure.— 
With  regard  l!b  its  general  teiklency  and 
result,  he  would  i\ot  hesitate  to  afiirm,  thai 
»t  must  prove  as  little  beneficial  10  the 
Africans  themselves,  as  it  would  be  inju- 
rious to  the  colonial  interests  and  naval 
superiority  of  -the  empire.    Throughout 
(lie  whole  discussioov  cause  and  c0eci  had 
been  sttKltoosly  blended ;  slavery  with  the 
slftve  trade,    i'he  slave  trade  in  Africa  was 
the  result  of  slavery,    and  5lavei:y  was 
produced  by  the  barbs  rism  of  the  inhabi- 
ianta.       History,    ancient    and    modern, 
proved  the  universal  existence  of  skvery 
in  all  the  countries  of  Africa,  iuhabited 
by  negroes,  and  that  this  system  prevailed 
ages  before  the  compiencement  of  the  Eu- 
ropeatF  sla\e- trade.     M  r.  Parke,  tlie  favou- 
rite, author  of  the  abolitionists,  informed 
us,  that  three-Courths  of  the  negroes  were 
ii;  a  state  of  slavery ;  and  from  one  fact 
which  he  metrioned,  it  might  be  presumed 
that  in   this  calculation  the   numbers  of 
sUves   were  underrated;  for  he  tells  us, 
that  of  900  prisoneis  takfin  in  »one  battle, 
only  70  were,  free  persons*     Such,,  then, 
b^ing  th^  state  of  the  population  of  Africa, 
where  the  inhabitants  were  totally  igno- 
rant of  any  *  other  distinotioi^*  than  (hat  of 
master  and  sla^ie,  bow  would  the  condition 
of  these  slaves,  he  ameliorated,  by  the  ex- 
tinction of  one  branch  only  of  the  trade  ? 
The  European  trade  in  slaves,  was  derived 
fyonx  that  description.'  of  individuals  wjio 
were  slaves  in  their  own  country,  and  \i 
put  an  end  to, .not  one  less  would  exist  in 
A&ica,     But  this  was  not  ail ;  ifor  the  pro- 
posed act  only  at>oli&hed  the  British  slave- 
trade.   .  Would  the  French^  the  Dutdi,  the 
Spaniarjds,  the ,  Portuguese,  or  the  Amerir 
cans  abandon  it  i   It  wa^i.not  even  pre- 
tended that  any  of  :the  former  nations  had 
sbewq  thti  smallestdisposition  to  relinquish 
the  traffic,  apd. the  latter  understand  their 
own  interest  too.i^ell.to  give  it  up. .  The 
French  knew  the  value  of  this  trade,  and 
tliat  their  colonial  commerce,    the  chief 
f ^ppQft  gf  {he  naval  power  of  every  Euro- 


pean state, depended  On  it.    Indeed,  their 
own   experience  was    more  ample    than 
that  of  any  other  country*     France,  pr^ 
vious  to  the  revolution,  as 'she  possessed 
the    most   extensive    colonies,,  hi^d    the 
greatest  share  of  this  trade.     From  Nant2 
ulone,  320  ships  were  employed  tu  it,  and 
150  fromBourdeaux ;  and  the  Finench  minis- 
ter bad  lately  told   our  nc^gociator  what 
co-operation  we  had  to  expect  fr^m  that 
nation ;  fairly  acknowledging,  that  France 
would  be  guided  by  a  sense  of  her  own  nw 
lerest,  and   not  by  any  fanciful  and   spe. 
culative  notions  of  what  is  termed   be-f 
nevoleoce  and  philanthropy.      The  fact 
therefore   was,    that  tbts  measure   could 
not  produce  anjr  reduction  in  %\\e  naniber 
of  slaves  in  Africa/  and  that  not  one  less 
would  be  exported  from  that  cootment ;  a 
temporary  interruption  of  the  trade  might 
perhaps  takfe  place,  and  involve  the  objects 
of  it  in  horrors  on  the  oeast,  to  wliicb  they 
were  not -during  its  cdntinostuce  -exposed, 
— With  respect  to  the  carrying  trade,  it 
was  under  the  eontroni  of  humane  regu- 
lations ;  if  the  acts  already  passed  were 
not  -sufiicipnt,  th<i  legislature  might  and 
ought  to  adopt  other  nseasures  ;  but  it  was 
worthy  of  remark,  that  all  th|p.  enormities 
which  had  been  cited  and  dwelt  on,  referred 
not  to  the  present  stiate  of  the  tituie,  but 
to  the  period  antecedent  to  passing  sir  W. 
Dolben's  regulatibn  act,  and  if  any  ipstani 
ces  of  atrocity  had  recently  occurred,  it 
was  fair  to  presume,  that  the  abolitionists 
who  had  access  to  the  journals  of  each 
voyage,  which  were  by  law  lodged  at  the 
.different  customrhouses,  would  not-  have 
failed  to  make  use  of  them.     Indeed^  it 
could  easily  be  shewn^  thi^t^  so  far  from 
these  descriptions  being  consistent  with 
truth,  it  was  no  uncommofi  thing  Utr  a 
^lave  ship  >to  perform  a  voyage  without  ]on 
sing  a  negro  during  its  continuBnee.-^ln 
the  West  Indies,  this  act  would  be  received 
with  dissatisfaction  and  tHsgust.     it  would 
endanger  the  existence  of  the  colonies,  and 
must  produce  iheir  uhiiiiaie  decay,  if  not 
their  immediate  destruction.  The  negroes, 
who  had  always  been  accustomed  -to  look 
to  a  reinforcement  of  strength  by  the  far- 
chase  of  Africans,  as  a  boon  to  themselves 
and  an  alleviation  of  their  labours  hi  calti-; 
vating  the  plantations,  would*  become^^is- 
contented ;  and  as  th^y  could  "not  distin- 
guish between  the  nkde  refinements  of  jus- 
tice, that  discontent  was  likely  to- ripen 
into  resistance  to  their  mastel^  whea  tbey 
found  that  thev  alone  Wf^-^^  be  ik^  # 
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ejects  of  slavery.  The  white  population  of 
the  idands  must'be  diroinishedy  and  tbe 
Security  against  external  f^nd  internal  dan- 
ger thereby  destroyed;  no  ad  venturers 
would  iwteafter^  be  found  to  hazard  their 
lives  4n  an.  unwholesome  Glima-te,  because 
the  sttinfulus  was  taken  away.  The  road 
to  eompetence  and  •independence  adiongst 
the  white  persons  employed  in  the  planta- 
tions, who  composed  the  militia  and 
strength  of  the  islands,  w^,  the  application 
t}(  their  first  earnings  to  the  purchase  of  a 
few  Arican  negroes,  whose  -numbers  were 
pFOgressively  increased  by  additional  pur- 
chases, until  of  su6icient  importance  to 
establish  a«0iv  plantation  or  invigorate^!)' 
old.  •  AU  the '  plantations  which  bad  been 
rectently  opened,  and  an  which  great  4ums 
had  h&en  expended  in  the  construction  of 
buildmgs,  the  clearing  of  lands,  &c.,  and 
^bich'were  approaching  towards  maturity, 
would  be  immediately  checked,  and  for 
want  -  of  the  assistsmce  of  fresh  labourers, 
L'aleukited  on,  and  absolutely  necessary 
for  (heir  cultivation,  must  eventually  be 
.  abandoned.— •That  the  negro  population  of 
theWeftt  I^ndies couldinotbe  supported  with- 

•  out  importationv  wa&demonstratedby  expe- 
rience, admitting  a  few  exceptions '  from 
rare  and  peculiarly  favourable  circnmstan- 

•ces;  and  this  parbof  the  question  never  bad 
been  fairly  stated  or  met  by  the  abolitionists. 

.  The  inequality  of  the  sexes,  and  many -other 
causes,  con tribued  to  produce  tfaiB  effect; 
and  it  must  be  enquired,  whether  what 
was  termed  a  waate  of  hunran  life,  al- 
though improperly  sa  denominated,  wa^ 
a  sufficient  reason  for  abandoning  any  great 
resource  of  the  revenue  or  bulwark  to  the 

•  safety  of  the  state,  if  so,  many  of  the 
manufactories  carried  on  in  England,  and 
the  whole  system  of  national  defence,  ought 
tabe  abolished;  for  it  could  not  be  pre 
tended   that  some  of  the '  most  lucrative 

.  branches  -of  manufacture,. or  the  great  es- 
'  tabiishmeots  of  our  army  and  navy  con- 
^tribute  to  ke^ep  up  tbe> population  of  the 
.  empire. — ^Tbe  whole  system  of  the  colpnies 
depending  on  long-sanctioned*  usages  and 
.  estEUslisb^  laws,  Would  be  abrogated,  and 
.,  all  this  was  to  be  effected  to  gratify  false 
.  philanthropy'  and  mistaken  philosophy. 
.  Let  the  'house  consider  the  importance  of 

•  these  (Colonies  to  the  general  interest  of 
the  nation,  and  then  weigh  the  consequen- 
ces.   The  West-India  trade  composed  one 

'  third  •  of.  the  whole  amount  of  the  trade, 
<  both  import  and  export,  of  Great  Britain. 

•  Put  not,  this  great  stake  to  .hazard.     Re- 


flect- that  a  separation  of  interests  -mu^ 
cause  an  alienation  of  the  minds  of  the 
colonists.  If  tb^ir  lives  and  property 
were  hazarded,  these  men,>  although  actu- 
ated by  the  most  loyal  principles,  could 
not  but  view  this  measure  as  an  infringe^ 
ment  of  their' rights*  While  they  were 
sacrificed,  the  prosperity  of  their  neigh* 
hours  and  rivals  must  necessarily  be  ad-> 
vanced;  for  th^  obvious*  effect  of  this 
measure  would  be  to  afford  greater  faciii- 
ties  to  the  improvement  of  the  colonies  of 
our  enemies,  by  reducing -the  oost  of  slaves 
to  cultivate  them.«-^A  detail  of  buta  smatt 
part  of  the  advantages  wiiich  ■  resulted  to 
Great  Britain  from  her  colonial  icomnierce, 
would  occupy  too  much  of  the  time  of  the 
housef  and  was  the  less  oecessasy  as  these  ad-^ 
vantages  were  generally  admhted :  all  these 
wer&  to  be  hazarded,  nay  to  be  sacrificed, 
for  the  attainment  of  aphantCRn*.  He  there- 
fore entered  bis  solemn  protest  agai us t  the 
adoption  of  a  measure  fraught  with.ruin  to 
the  colonies  and  to  the  empire.    • 

Mr.  Atitkany  Brtmrn^ .  not  having  suc- 
ceeded, in  procuring  the 'speaker's  notice, 
on  the  second  rciladiug  of -the  bill,  was  de- 
sirous of  explaining  briefly  the  grotmdson 
which'  his  opposition  was  founded »  He 
did.  not  defend  the  slave  trade,  wtth're- 
feri^nce  to  Holy  Writ,  or  to  any  existing 
moral  or  political  evil  of  oar  own  govprn- 
ment;  on  the  contrary^  he  admitted  that 
the  trade  was  a  great  political-  evil  of  it- 
self;  but  yet  it  was  an  evil  interwoven 
with  tlie  most  important  interests  of  the 
country,  and  with  a  complication  of  private 
interests  on  which  thousands  and*  thou- 
sands of  our  fellow  subjects  depended  \ 
tlie  redress  of  which  should*  be  relatively  - 
considered^  and'  taking  into  view,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  radical  barbarous  internal  si- 
tuation of  Africa,  the  inadequate  and  in- 
complete object  of  that  abolition  which 
Was  proposed  by  thebill^and  on  the  other, 
the  magnitude  of  the  danger  to  the  colo- 
nies, he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  remedy 
was  worse  than  the  disease,  and  that  we 
were  incurring  a  most  fearful  risk,  without 
the  power  or  the  means  of  extending  to 
Africa,  the  practical  benefits  of  those  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  humanity  on  which 
the  bill  was  speciously  founded*  He  en- 
tered into  a  minute  description  of  the  si- 
tuation and  circumstances  of  Africa,  to 
shew  that .  a  state  of  slavery  was  the  radi- 
cal and  incurable  inheritance  of  her  soil, 
not  induced  by  tiie  slave  trade',  but  arising 
from   the  petty  divisions  of    her  states, 
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Uw  jaalaatki  itnefMrabb  firom  thoM  op- 

Khig  aMtlionlies,  and  UmI  •UHe  oC  iQcivi*- 
ttkm  and  bafbiintnito  wbkh  Afinoa  m> 
niftiiMdi  unidst  the  irapfovwDeoU  of  oHier 
nations.  Betickt  Ibis  gbjociiooy  ha  taid. 
Iliac  ibe  bill  waa  incompaieDi  to  effect  the 
abolitioii  of  ihe  tlaw  trade.  Gteat  Britain 
-ponetaed  not  more  than  ooe^fifib  of  that 
tMda;the  aoulddono  aw>ra  than  aban- 
don that  part  of  the  trade  which  she  pos- 
sessed, she  coold  not  eompel  Africa  to 
abolish  the  trade :  such  an  object  coold 
only  be  aoeomplished  by  the  concurring 
opbton  of  the  other*  nations  of  Euiopr 
that  maintain  the  tsade  for  the  same  poU- 
tieal  fsasens  that  we  do.  We  mast  esta> 
Uish  n  sine^ty  of  feeling  on  the  other 
nationsi  of  the  ii^ustiee  of  this  trade;  lea- 
ding to  an  active  honourable  pursuit  of  the 
same  ol^ot»  and  by  one  common  voice  to 
that  complete  and  entire  abolition  of  the 
tradif  from  which  alone  the  consumma- 
tion of  that  great  oiyect  opuld  he  accom- 
plished. This  view  was  suffieaest  to  raise 
a  <k>abt  of  the  praoucal  adetantages  of  ilie 
bill  to  Africa,  and  when  contrasted  with 
the  daqg^r  which  threatens,  our  colonies, 
ipas  deeieive  of  tbn  nfcesaity  of  r^ectf ng 
it.  I'he  danger  lo  the  property  of  the  co* 
knieSf  arose  from  the  necessity  of  aconti* 
nued  supply  of  oegcoes  for  the  oaltivatioq 
of  property,  WPithnut  which  experience  had 
prevedy  thai  the  supply  cQuld  not  be  main- 
tainedenpeu  in  the  old  islands,  under  every 
syatero  of  meliorated  treatment  which 
eonld  he  devised',  and  under  the  advantages 
eif  religiotts  establishments.  The  l>4)py 
eftots  of  which  on  the  minds,  bakitts,  and 
regularity  of  the  negroes,  in  the  island  of 
Antigua,he  could  unequivocally  assert  froei 
his  own  knowledge.  The  danger  arose 
also  from  the  probability  of  a  diminished 
white  population  $  on  that  part  of  it  espe-i 
eially  which  confltttutes  the  yeomanry  of 
the  colonies,  and  its  permatieut  military 
strength,  by  withholding  the  only  meaof 
of  advancement  vKbich  the  limited  cireom-^ 
Stances  of  theoakmieseiford.  From  thepro* 
bability  also  of  n  diminution  in  the  value  of 
Westrindift'pjropeiilyt  bmI  the  shrieus  eon-* 
sequences  to  those  who  stood  in  situations  of 
pecuniary  embmrresstneuts.  All  those  werf 
exposed  to  utter  ruin  ^  for  it  conld  not  b^ 
expected  that  a  creditor  will  rest  satisfied 
■  with  security  of  detenorated  value  and  se^* 
.  curity,  if  it  might  be  so  called,  expeseij 
to.dfijiy  aonsbiiation.  But,  said  he,  ther^ 
.i3  another  danger  still  more,  alarming;  a 
d<vhger  to  the  lives  and  existence  of  our 


felkNi  avt^eetit  wUeh  it  is  not  lo^my  povr- 
ee  to  estimate.  I  view  those  conati|«icnc»es 
with  fearfttlaniuety»  aa  leadingi  neeoasarily 
leading,  to  a  iatal  par«Mcysm  of  diseffection 
and  insurreotion,  and  to  a  rmmwnl  of 
those  revoltttiooany  honors,  fn»mitheof'- 
fisots  of  wrhioh  Bumps  is.not  now  froe,  and 
which  will  live  in  that  reCoilection  pf  mms- 
kind,  an.  awciiil  lessos  of  the.  dangfsioiia 
efiecta  of  innovating  ashemes  of  grant  nn- 
tional  import,  and  a  just  mid  powerful  mo* 
tive  £»r  a  reverential  defisranea  to  Uioae 
long^stablished  habits  andt  iaatitmtioiis 
which  may  be  reckoned  the  foundation  of 
national  peesperity  and  bappiaesa.  Wbon 
the  negroes  in  the  ishaMls  kain.  that  the 
parliament  has  prououneed  their  cnndition 
10  he  uninst  and  inlMiman,  and  that^^  they 
are  not  to  bebeneiited  by  the  bill,  it  wiU 
be  sufficient  to  animate  them  to  a  spirit  of 
discontant  and  a  desire, of  redress,  from 
which  a.  scene  of  misery  and:hoiTQC  may 
becootemplaled,  equal  in.a»omiit|r«ta  that 
which  has  lately  disgraced  the  charaotejr  of 
i?rance.  Andean  it.  he  the  policy  of.Oreat 
Britain  to  encoanterall  these  iearfnl  haaardf, 
ftwm  a  doubtful  chance  of  beoeft(  to  the 
native.  African,  who  iscin  a  situation  not;  to 
be  benefited  by  your  e&ertions,  &.sitiwtioo 
of  hopelem  and  hereditary  slavery  ? 

Mr.  Barktm  entered  into  an  e^mulpa- 
tion  of  the  planters  in  the  West  ladies^ 
from  the  charge  of  cruelty  to  the  slaves, 
and  quoted  several  ksstanoea  of  kindness 
wtd  httosanity  oil  the  pert  of  the  overseem 
towards  the  slaves,  and  the  gratitude  of 
the  latter  in  return.  1  le  considened  that,  in 
order  to  promote  any  thing  of  civilizatiQn 
and  religion  among  the  negfoeof  it  would 
be  necessary  to  educate  them,  and  to  a«« 
eoniplish  that,  it  would  be  neoessary.  to  give 
them  more  Hbeity  :  thie^  however,  would 
be  a  dangerous  e«pevtroent,  and  he  was  at 
aioss  to  say«  what  would  be  the  best  mode  to 
remedy  tbeevil. .  Ffom  hiaown  experience, 
lie  was  not  .warranted  inenpposifig  that  the 
uegro  population  could  bo hapt. up  in  the 
eolQities*  He.  had  not«  on  his  plantation, 
neglected  any  means-  that  hv^naiitey  or 
prudence  oouid  euggeat  to  keep  uphiatatook, 
to  which  be  had  determioed^for  yeaieiMdc, 
not  to  add  aisingleaewlypufehased. slave, 
and  yet  he*  had  not  heeaahle  to  auoceed. 
Ifaoymeana'couid  bo  devised &rea.deei'* 
raUe  en  cad,  he  ahoaU  be  veiqrhappgrto 
make  the  expeAoMnt;  bntimroiiich  feasad 
that  nonemtchiweaahkely  to oAr.  Stittlie 
was  determined,  npod  tha.|iHadipkta  of 
buraanity,  to  soppofUhe  A^fcuiton^  regmt- 
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lM«tdfifMie<9(Hfi§aay  MproacboB  Ui»tner> 
chmti  uid  plattlert  ca^ceriMd  in  it.  )^or, 
«i  ao^gaJll  tk«l attaqhed  to  tkbimle  tiiey 
imite  aft  inost  biift  partMti  wi|]^  HIm  paHM* 
BMDt  wliicli  taWatiK)  it,  «n>  the  oouatry 
whidi  ptfofilid  «>  inti«lt;fTQn^  k.  The«e 
fkintsr^  titerffomy  oUii|bt  aot  n«>w,  in  his 
opinaiMi,.  to  be  dimiktMi  witb  emimt^^  or 
iMicbottt  tbat&tr  and- hoaovraUe  covpra* 
flfttion  to  vfatck  they*  wine  eiitiikd. 

Mr«  Ctmrteno^i  as  the  gfeet  ncgority  on 
^  Baoood^rcadiiig^of  the  htU  twd  beeivafr- 
bribed  b^  aOQie  of  ilM'fBfiabere  to  »  piitlM^ 
tic  aad.  ptrauittlve  appe^  to  the  passions 
whiekhadiharrMKl  the  boose  into  a  preeipi*^ 
tele  vote»  soioarked,  ^km  the  abolition 
bUl  wottld'  have  passed  many  yMie  ago^  if 
ocaloiy  alone  gOTOPaetl. and  direeited  the 
di»:i9ioiis.  of  thor  faoote  ;•  for  matiy  n^m^ 
baiB  of  the  house,  he  said,  still  must  re^ 
Bsember  the  stfeouoas  and  noble  exertions 
of  two»eaiineat'Btataeiiiea  of^the nostdis^ 
tiogobhed  and  ^tendid  tatents,  who  had 
displajped  the  superior  power  o^  their  ea- 
pacioMS.  nitncls.  on  this  moat  tvteresting 
question*  Tine  vigour,  the  logiealpredieion,, 
the.  coauaandiag  and  lumioou»  eloquence: 
of  tiye  one,  blended  and  associated  with 
the  copiQua^  briliiam,  and  impressive  elo- 
quence of  the»  other,  penetmited  the  most 
eialloiis  and  obdurate  bearer^  and  carrM 
oenviotioe  to  the  most:  prejudiced  and  in- 
terested onderstttodtngr  iko  more  livals 
for  power^  or  divided  oo  some  great  poll- 
tieal  |irt«oiple,  but  cordially  'united'  like 
brothers  in>tbei9ieiBd  ceeeeol  justice  and 
humanity,  we  bavie  onty.  to .  laaoent  that 
tbeiyaalengsr.egcisty  the  pmdeaDd  orusr' 
iwmlof  the  ooeetiy^  to  enjoy  the  glorious 
triumpkof  their  geoias^ad  nrtoe,  [shall 
noie  presmne.  to  adda.iaordion  the  merita' 
of  another  gentleman,  the  oiigiaal  mover 
of  the.  qnestioR.  The  great  and^  bnttiant 
eloquence' we  so  lately^  heerd^  still  vibratee 
oathe  eMri.oll  thebeoee?  but  lie  baa  Ine 
revfenQ  *•• 

« '^Wht iKtMaf  eteilkly  gfarss,  er  osp  jttsteuyy 
**  TlMr09ni?0f«laksaaihiBe»aodfthrheaie^«At(}oFW 
of  haeiogresoued  thoaeaiids»of'  the'onlhep^ 
py,  opprcsaed  natives  of ^  AMoa«  ivenr  ibe 
soonqe,  .e«arice»  endtyraony^ef  JBaro)ie^  be 
has  at  la/it  tbejconieieii»)4eeaere<of'seeiof 
hnS'lasidaUr  eeevtioati  <  his>  unwearied  seal, 
his*  iiidafetigeble  perseeeraace»  orewwed. 
with*  seeoess^  and.  ho'^  haa>.  beent  stngelerix 
Inppf  iaJthrwwii^^keecpedlttstre^overrliis 
mond'and  peltetio  reasentog,  b^the<af4 
fecting  fervour  of  hie^pshgious-sealimentes 


Sir  Re^  HUtmnke  coeli  not  d9  jetlieb 
to  the  sentioieutB  of  hts  eonstrtuents,  nor 
tohis  own,  if  he  were  to  ^fve  e  sHeht  volt 
io  favour  of  the  bilK  He  therelbre  oflef  ed 
a  iNf  obeervatiem  in  support  of  it* 

Mr.  Mtiktugfte  spoke  m  fcvour  of  the 
idwlicton,  to  whieh  hehad^  from  hitettfHe«t 
yearis,  devotetl  himeelf  with  a  seal  aod  wU 
tentien  infsrtor  only  to  those  of  his  hoe. 
ftiend  (Mr»  Wilberferee^  He  woold  ask 
one  of  the  opposers  of  the  bill,  who  wa*  a 
mismber  of  tbe  boerd'  of  iMeraen  of  (ioo- 
don,  whether  he  would  tbhik  it  a  happy 
change,  to  be  snatched  aWi^  from  one  of 
tbe  city  benqueti,  and  ersmroedP  into  a 
slave  ship  sn  the  blacks  were  f  Me  bhmsed 
*the  planters  for  not  making  preparation*  in 
comipltanGe  with  the  notices  the^  had  re^ 
ceiveo«  y 

Mr.  Hihherif  ip  reply  to  his  hen.  friend, 
"observed,  ttMkt  he  was  now  in  the  verysiiteh ' 
atkm  he  had  described.  He-  wee  now  no 
longer  an  alderman  of  the  city  of  Londcw; 
beno  longer  banqueted  upon  the  liiznrfee 
of  thedvio  board,  bntbore  the* burthen  of 
a*  slave;  for  he  had  embarked  all  his  pKS 
perty  in  our  Wesf-lndia  cekyniee;  he  ibft 
the  shackles  of  the  slave  about  Itim,  and 
he  no  longer  etfjoyed  that  freedom  be  was 
before  possessed  of.  After  some  general 
-observations,  he  concluded  by  expressing 
bis  decided  opposition  to  theaaeasuiw  in  it» 
present  shape. 

Mr.  BtUkwU  objected  to  the  prineiplb 
of  the  bill,  as<  well  as  to  the  oonsequeneea 
which  would  enavotdably  result  from  pas^ 
sing  it  into  a  law.  He  recommended  a 
gradaal  decrease. 

Mr.  Jacob  contonded,  that  theabolitiott 
itself  would  furnish  ample  compensation  to 
theplaaiers,  as  it  meet  natnrally  tend  to 
enhance  the  value  of  their  present  negroee 
aodplantationsi  whilebeaiigiaedtluit  aeon- 
timiaaGe  of  this  traffic  would,  by  operating 
to  increase  the  means  of  coltivaiion,  serve 
to  extend*  the  produce!  whieh  was  already 
soperabondant,  and  thus  lead  to  the  nun 
of  theplanteremore  immediately  and dflbc* 
tively^tbanf'  could,*  by  any.  celoulation,  be 
appfebeaded  frtomeertnimediateabolitioiir- 
AmidMte'tottd  cty  of  qoeetioB  t  question !, 

Uti,  ^kcnfmrjiVimtkmk  lose^  aed  said, 
from  the  Isiteiies  jf  of  tbe  •bouraaid«tbeemr-' 
ness  wbieh  the  house  verjr  morally  felt' to 
go  lata  tbe  eommttteei  beehteld 'reserve 
the^eetUimewts  whlch/hr  emtrtetned  upon 
Aie  impe>teiateebtfect  for  anelherstage  of 
this  bHl.  OUbeiag,  asJie  did  upon  this 
qfaestleoi  from<many'Of  those^whom  he 
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most  respected  and  esteemed,  he  was  na. 
turaliy  desirous  t'oran  opportuDUy  of  sta* 
tiog  the  grounds  which  appeared  to  bis 
*miud  to  justify  this  difi'ereuce*  With  all 
the  reverence  which  he  ielt  for  the  princi- 
ples oi' justice  and  buinanitjrt  still  he  con- 
fessed that  he  had  not  courage  to  come  to 
the  decision  which  the  advocates  of  this 
measure  proposed;  contemplating  as  he 
did  the  effects  which  its  adoption  threatened 
to  produce;  and  apprehending  trom  it,  and 
at  no  very  distant  period  too^  no  less  than 
the  ruin  of  the  country.  He  most  fervent- 
ly wished  that  these  apprehensions  might 
prove  to  be  unfounded; but  yet  they  had 
made  such  an  impression  on  his  mind,  that, 
considering  the  necessity  for  the  passing  of 
this^biU  was. not,  on  the  score  of  morality, 
BO  overruluig  as  to  leave  no  option,  i\e  could 
not  forbear,  consistently  with  his  sense  of 
duty,  to  resist  it.  As  those  gentlemen  who 
supported  this  bill,  were  anxious  to  wash 
their  bands  of  the  guilt  which  appeared  to 
them  to  attach  to  the  trafFic  it  proppsed  to 
aboUsh,  so  he  was  equally  anxious  to  wash 
his  hands  of  the  consequences  which  that 
abolition,  in  his  judgement^  threatened  to 
produce* 

Mr»  Whitlfrrad  said,  when  a  man  of  such 
enlightened  mind)  and  such  known  huma- 
nity as  his  right  hon.  friend,  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  get  up  at  that  hour  to  state  his 
perseverance  in  his  opposition  to  the  abo- 
lition, and  to  his  own  original  sentiments, 
he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  declare  his 
conviction  of  the  justice  and  truti)  of  the 
uniform  consent  he  had  given  to  the  senti- 
ments  ,  and  the  propriety  of  Uie  support  he 
bad  given  to  the  efforts  of  the  hon.  gent, 
who  was  the  chief  promoter  of  that  mea- 
sure, (Mr.  Wilberforce).  The  able  speeches 
he  had  heard  in  the  recent  discussions  con- 
firmed the  opinions  he  had  entertained. 
The  same  exploded  arguments,  the  same 
groundless  and  disproved  assertions  whidi 
bad  been  so  often  refuted  on  foimer  occa- 
sions, were  all  that  could  b^  now  advanced 
against  this  bill*  The  craelties»  incapable 
of  being  exaggerated  by  anv^  mouth  or 
.mind,  which. the  house  was  called opou  to 
abolish,  were  inherent  in  the  :thing,  -  and 
.not  the  result  of  the  individual  disposition 
pf  the  plantei^,  many  of  whom  were,-  be 
was  sure,- men  of  great  humanity*  The 
islands  had  had-  suHicient  \farning9  and  it 
they  were  \)ot  prep^ed  for  the  abolition.of 
the  trade  now,  they  never  would.  If  we 
ab^oUshed  the  trade  on  our.  part,  yre  should 
>ttve  dona  ou^  duty,  and  given  to.  other  na- 


tions the  exaiiif>le  of  theirs.  -  It  waa  com- 
plained^ that. too  iviich  feeling  and    tp6 
much  .passion    had    been  .carried    into 
this    discus^ioo;     -  He    eomplaioed,    cm 
xhe    convrary,    thai  it  had    bmor  .  made 
too  little  a  question  ^  feelings  and  'thsct 
it    had    been    made   <alaiost   intirely    a 
matter  •  of  cold  calculations  of  profit  and 
loss  between  .English-  money  and  Africao 
iSood*       It    was    thought    necessary  to 
prove  to  the  house,  that  the  coontry.  cooki 
not  lose  by  abstaining  from  murder;     It 
had  been  proved  by  Mr.  Pkt,  fnun   the 
most  undeniable  calculations,  that  the  ifr* 
lands  and  the  eitipire  at  large,  would  gaiti 
in  revenue,  in  seamen,  in  commerde^  in 
strengtbi  and  in  profit,  by  the  abolition  ;  and 
when  France  woold  see  tbesto  beneficial  eU 
fects,  the  would  be  induced  by  interest,  it 
not  by  feeling  or  *principlei  to  follow  the 
example.    There  was    one  circumstance 
connected  with  the  trade,  which  had  been 
commuuicated  to  him  by  a  friend,  and 
which  he  thought  necessary  to  suta  to  the 
house.     A  fine  young  slave  had  been  pur^ 
chased  for  his  estate,  who  at  first  seemed 
afflicted  and  sulku,  .but  whose  discontent 
was  expected  to  wear  off  with  tioEie.    After 
a  short  period,  however,  another  cargo  of 
slaves  arrived,  and  the  newly  imported  ne^ 
groes,  upon  meeting  with  the  former,  pro- 
strated themsdives  before  him  as  their  chieii 
The  violence  of  his  emotions  at  the- con<» 
traat  between  what  he  was  and  what  he  had 
been,  drove  bim  within  twelve  hours  to 
commit  suicide.    One  tath  instance  as  this 
was  enough  tosbew  the  iniquity  of  tlie  trafiic. 
Mr.  Fuiitr  was  of  opinion)  that  the  abo. 
lition  of  the  slave  trade  would  have  the  ef- 
(pai  of  rendering  the  condition  of  the  slaves 
much  worse  in  the  West*India  islands.*  The 
negroes  upon  his  estate  ware  more  com- 
fortable than  labourers  in  this  country,  and 
it  would  be  bis  desire  to  place  tbem  upon 
tt^e  same. footing  in  every  respect.    This, 
however,,  was  impiossible,  becausk  the  fer- 
tility of  the  soil  was  such  in  many  parts  of 
the  West  ludiesytbat  hy  the  labour  of  a  day  and 
a  half  per  week,  one  liegro-oenld-procnre 
support  for  a  whole  family,  and  in  that 
case  would  not  be  disposed  to  work ;  so 
that  it  was  necessary  to  keep  them  employ* 
.ed  by  moderate  disicipline* 

Mr.  H€rh€rti  of  Kerry,  in  porsnuxce  of  the 
instructions  of  bis  constitaeats,  was  honnd 
to  vote  for.  the  abolition,and  after  all  he  had 
read  .and  heard  upon  the  subjeetf  he  could 
not  conceive  any  good  grocuid  for  the  con* 
unuauce  ofthetfide. 
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•  Lord  HorffickmM  fanr  from  €xpfccting  that, 
after  the  solemn  decision  which  frad  already 
taken  place  on  the  bill,  if  would  agsdn  have 
uhdergone   duch  %  protracted  discii^sion. 
j\t  so  late  an  hour  he  would  not  enter  into* 
any  reply  to  predictions  of  ruin,  &d.  to- the 
country,  if  this  measure  was  adopCed;  "Anr 
other  occasion >voilld  offer  for  that  purpose; 
iwrhen  hetm^ed  he  should  be  able  to' prove, 
that,  so  far  from  being  in  any  degree  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of- the  country,   it 
must  powerfully  conduce  to  its    prosperity' 
and  glofy.  *At  so  latean  hour,  he  should  not 
attempt  to  go  ihto  the  nature  of  the' clauses 
■»i^hi?:h  it  was  his  intention  to  mOve  in  the 
committee ;    but  if  th6  house  was  inclined 
to  save  much  of  their  time  and  attention, 
they  Would  agree  to  what  he  shoulr?  now' 
propose,  namely,  to  pass  the  bill  through 
(he  committee,  proformd^fiW  up'  the  blanks, 
have  the  bill  printed,  and  in  the  hands  of 
%hfe  members,    previously  to  its  being  re 
committed,  and  then  get  through  it  with  a 
more  perfect  and  satisfactory  knowledge  of 
all  its  bearings  and  tendencies ;  he  hoped 
libwever  that  another  lohg  debate  upon  the 
principle  of  the  bill  was  not  to  be  entered 
jnto.-^On  the  motion  that  the  speaker  do 
po'w  leave  the  chair, 

General  Gascoyne  said,  that  he  had  no 
!8»ish-  on  hig  part  to  renew  the  debate,  but 
that  if' any  other  gentleman  thought  pro- 
per to  do  so,  he  should  not  think  himself 
•  pitcluded  from  answering  many  of  the  ob- 
jections that  -had  that  night  ^een  urged 
against  the  opposer*  of  the  bill.--rrThe(jues- 
pon  was  now  universallj^  called  for,  and 
jcarried  without  9  division.  The  bouse 
then  went  into  a  committee  upon  the  bill 
pro  fortnd;  s,nd  the  blanks  being  filled  up, 
and  the  house  resunaed,  it  was  ordered  to 
j)e  recommitted  on  Wednesday  1 


HOUSE  OE   LORDS, 

Monday^  March  2. 
{MiUvTEs*.]  Lord  Grenvillfe  presented 
p  message  from  his  majesty  respepting  the 
treaty  with  Prussia,  arid  an*  advance  of 
subsidy,  (see  House  of  Commons).  On  the 
motion  of  lord  GreoviHe,  his  majesty'-s  mes- 
sage was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consider- 
ation to-morrow,  and  the  lords  to.be  sum- 
moned,— On  the  first  readiiig  of  the  bill  for 
repealing  60  much  of  the  act  relating  to  the 
South  Sea  company  as  confers  on  that  com<r 
pany  an  exclusive  right  to- trade  to  certaiti 
parts  of  South  America,  lord  Redesdale 
presented  a  petition  from  the  South  Sea 
t^ompan^y  praying  to  be  heard  b^  counsel 


agaih^  the  bill."  Lord  Auckland  declared 
his  intention  of  opposing  any  motion  for  the 
he^ririg'  of  counsel.    'The  bill>  before  the 
house  iy^sone  which  did  not  in   any  man- 
ner call  upon  the  house   to  hear  counsel. 
The  South-Sea  company,  although  legally 
entitlea  to  an  exclusive  trade  to  a  great 
part-of  South  America,  had  not  for  many 
years  employed  a  single  vessel. in  that  trade. 
Conquest4S  having- been  recenfly  made  by 
his  majesty's -arms  upon- that  continent,  a 
large  capital   bad   been  embarked  in  the 
trade  to   South,  America,  upon  the  sup.  • 
position  of  its  being  perfectly  legal.  It  had   ' 
since  been  discovered  that  it  was  not  so, and 
that  the  legal  right  was  vested  in  the  South 
Sea  Company :  but  under  all  the  rircumstan- 
ces  of  the  case,  he  could  not  conceive  that  a 
dotibt  could  exist  as  to  the  pcflicy  and  expe- 
diency of  the  present  bill.    Lord  Redesdiale 
did  not  mean  to  pledge  himself  as  to  any 
opinion  upon  'the  subject,  but  conceived 
that  the  petitioners  having  legal  rights  which 
would  be  affected  by  this  bill,  were  entitled 
to  be  heard   by  counsel.   Lord  Auckland 
gave  notice,  that  he'  should  move  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  bill  to-morrow,  if  the 
printed  copies  of  it  were  then  on  the  table. 
Conceiving  the  hearing  of  counsel  to  be  to 
totally  unnecessary,  he  should  oppose  any 
motion  for  that  purpose.    The  petition  wag 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Monday y  March  2. 
[MnruTES.]  The  Speaker  acquainted  the 
house,  that  he  had  received  from  major- 
'general  sir  John*  Stuart,  the  following  let- 
ter,  in  return  td  the  thanks  of  this  houSe, 
signified  to  him,  in  obedience  to  their  com. 
mands  of  the  2l2d  of  December  last:— ^*  Ba^ 
"  ker  Street,  2fith  Feb.  1807.     Sir;  it  is 
"  since  my  return  to  England  that  1  have 
"  been  honoured  with  an  authenticated  co- 
"  py  oi  your  letter  of  the  24th  Dec.   (of 
which  the  original  had  been  addressed 
from  Mr.  secretary  Windham's  office  to 
the  Mediterranean),   transmitting   the 
unanimous  vote  of  thanks  of  the  house 
of  commons  of  the   fi2d   of  the  same 
month,  to  the  general  and  other  officers, 
to  the  troops,  and  to  myself,  in  token  of 
its  satisfaction  at  the  conduct  and  result 
of  the  action  with  the  French  forces,  0% 
the  4th  of  July  last,  on  the  plains  of  Mai^ 
da  in  Calabria.     I  shall  fulfil  a  most 
grateful  doty  in  obeying  theeommand  of 
the  house,  to*  communicate  to  the  army^ 
as  above  directed,  the  great  and  puhli^ 
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««  lioooarhywUcbdwir4Meiyiui#«a4«dr 
*'  knUroiitlMtoccatioiihawtbecii 
'<  naed.AodIiwotttrtto«DticipiteiheMa* 
'<  tmieiitt  of  pride  tad  gnUitode  ttey  mnu 
*'  fwltOODJoiatlj  with  njMlf,  m  ihat  r«- 
'^  ceiviiig»  in  Um  uoanimout  tbaakft  of  pec-. 
*'  liaiiMDl,lheiiioftdUtiiigttiftlMdw4aOf^ 
<'  expieiMiw  lolieii  of  natioiMl  epprobMioo 
**  to  vilidieBritifbsoldterciuipoMiblybe 
*'  encoongiNi  to  MMpir^  While  I  preMmc 
**  to  reoueitjou,  air,  to  become  the  chai^ 
ntl  of  ooov^Ttag  to  the  boiite  ny  indivi- 
duel  iaipfeitioBe  oo  this  sul^t^  I  mm 
lo  ioUot  thet  you  will  receive  elso  the 
exprevtoo  of  asy  own  edmoerledymept 
tor  the  flatterJBfl^  lerms  of  penoiMu  eon- 
pliaeiU  with  which  you  have  been  plee* 
*'  led  to  notify  to  me  the  bag|i  diatioctioo 
'*  confened  upon  me  in  the  Reaolutioot. 
M  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c«  J*  Stuert, 
<^  nuuor-fenesaL*' — Mr«  Welter  Juiy  wet, 
aeoofdiag  to  order,  brou^lu  to  the  her, 
where  be  leeeived  a.  repnoiend  from  the 
eyeeber,  end  wee  ordered  to  be  diachaiyd 
out  of  caMody,  nay iog  his  fees*    'tbo  repri- 
mand waa  aa  ibUowt  i  via.  **  Walter  Jury; 
**  A  select  committee  of  this  houae,  ap. 
**  pointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merits 
**  of  a  petition^  comphuoing  of  an  undue 
**  election  and  return  for  the  borough  of 
*<  Maidstone,  hme  reported,  that  you  he* 
«<  ing  called  before  them  as  a  witness,  did 
**  upon  your  examioaUon  misbehave  your^ 
**  self,  grosd^  prevaricatiug^  and  refusing 
^  to  give  evidence.    For  thai  offence  you 
^*  weoa  tiiereupoD  ordered  into  custody; 
''  and  by  tbta  bouse  afterwards  committed 
**  to  bis  majestg^'a  g^ol Newgate*    The 
**  tribenai  Woro  which  you  were  sum- 
''  mooed,,  la  justly  dear  to  parliament  and 
**  the  country  1^  and  this  bouse  will  notenr 
"  dure  that  iiadigiaiCy  should  be  insulted, 
**  or  ita  authority  euided,  with  impunity. 
<'  Sworn  to  decide  the  truth  between  the 
^  partiei^  and  agfun  admonished  of  the  so» 
'*  tomn^obligation  under  which  you  stood, 
"^  you.  nevertbekss  thought  fit  to*  persist  in 
**  your  prevarications,  until  it  whs  mani** 
^*  iest  tb^t  yoiir  obstinary.  was  wilful  and 
criminal :  and  this  house  has  according 


^  ciag  yoUi  to  an  imprisoDment  with  male* 
"  factors  a«d  felons*  At  length  by  your 
M  petition  it  appears  that  you  ackuowltdge 
f^  your  oflence.  and  expjN:ss  your  coBtri*. 
''  tioo  :  the  ends  tbeneforc  of  public  justice 
^  are  attained ;  and  it  remains  only,  for 
^*  you*  by  a  sacxed  regjsrd  to  veramty, 
"  t)iCQ\s^  the  remmoder  of  your  hfe,  to 


nt  reristtnim   yomelf  hi 
degme  irotfi  the  heavy  disf^noo 
**  into  which  you  liavw  iisUen*    In  com* 
**  pUance  with  your  petition,  this  house  hoe 
'*  Ofderedthatyoubonowdiicharaod;  aod 
"  you  aredttchai]gadaficofdii)i|ly."  Ordered, 
eew.  cotUp  that  the  said  reprimand  be  enter* 
ed  in  the  journal  of  tbia  houae  i^^loid  How* 
ick  presented  the  ibllowing  mrss^y  from 
the  king:  via.  "  G.  E.  Uk  m^ty  thioke 
**  proper  to  a(0<|uaint  the  house  of  cow* 
**  mons,  that  a  treaty  of  peeoe  has  been 
**  concluded  between  hi*  majesty  and  the 
*^  kiog  of  Pnusia,a  copy  of  which,  as  soon 
''  as  the  ralificatioD  thereof  shall  have  been 
**  exchanged,  his  majealy  will  communicate 
**  to  this  house*    And  his  m^esty  tbinka 
'*  .it  proper  fiirther  to  apprise  this  house* 
^  that  his  Bsajeaty's  minister,  who  signed 
**  that  treatyyfaaa,  in  parsoance  of  an  au- 
*'  thority  granted  to  him  by  his  majesqr 
**  ibrtfant  pwrpose,  and  in  consequence  of 
**  the  great  urgency  oi  the  state  of  a&irs 
**  in  those  countries,  which  ase  now  the 
'*  scat  of  war,  taken  upon  himself  to  make 
'*  an  advance  of  meney  to  the  Prussian 
*^  government,   to  the  amount  of  about 
**  UOflOOLp  widch  advance  his  majnty  hae 
*'  been  pleased  to  approve;  and  be  trusts  that 
'*  ibia  house  wtU  enable  him  to  make  good 
**  thesama*  G.  R."  On  the  motion  of  lord 
Hoeriek,  the  above  message  was  ordered  to 
bereliBrredtoa  committee  of  supply. 

[Mk.  Paull>  P&xiTiox  aisPBCTiire 
TBI  WssTMiKSTsa  Elkctioh*!  Ixird 
FoD^Mioai  moved,  that  the  order  of  the 
day  for  taking  into  consideration  the  pcti«> 
tion  of  James  Paull*  esq.  be  now  read. 

Mr.  Shtrid^  b^gg^d  leave  to  maihO  one 
observation  belere  tW  order  should  be 
read*  lie  had  heard  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  certaip  gpntlf  men,  during  the  inves-> 
tigation,  to  insist  upon  tho  exclusion  of 
strangers.  He  waa  aware,  in  an  allusion  of 
this  kind,  that  he  wee  not  strictly  confining 
himself  within  the  presciibed  limits  of  or* 
der,bttt  his  situation  was  a. peculiar  one  ;  asv 
sailed  in  the  most  public  maoneff^  he  ear- 
n«st\y  wished  that  his  defence  should  be  as 
public    He  was  anxious  ootocdy  that  his 


ly  braodod  your  misconduct,  by  senten»>  conduct  should  be  known  to  aU*  but  thataU 


should  be  eufUftled  le  ondeistaad  the  mean 
and  perfidious  ealumoiea.that  aspersed  it. 
Mr.  P.  iltmre  said^  thai  he  held  in  his 
band  &  petition#^  from  soose  asost  respect- 
able gentlemen,  whO|  faeUog  themselves 
gross^  tiadMeed  hjf  the  aUe^tioos  set 
forth  in  the  petition  of  Mr«  PaaU,  ps^ed  to 
be  allowed  to  9»ee|  and  coniront  such  alle« 
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^tions ;  to  give  their  jevidf^oe  at<lhe  bar  of 
the  bouse  touchii^  the  proceedings  during 
and  since  itfie  late  election  for  Westminster. 
Mr;  MopretbenalUded  to  the  .extraordi- 
nary petition  that  bad  been  on  the  last 
night  presented  b^  an^bon.  qieniber  (Mr. 
^iddafph),  and  said  that  be  had  it  in  his 
power  to  prove  by  evidence  at  the  bar, 
that  the  mo^e  resorted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  signature  tp  thi^(  petition  was 
fi  foul  ifraud  iigainst  the  vejry  respectable 
filectors  of  Westminster,  w^ose  names  had 
been  thereunto  subscribed.-^He  then  pre- 
^nted  a  petition  to  the  purport  above  men- 

iioned,  signed  Henry  Burgess,  Jaoie9  Wal- 
is,  F.  Homan,  and  A.  ^Tohnston. 

fiOrd  Folkestone  thought  the  petitions^pre- 
tnature,  as  they  seemed  to  .pr&fsuppose  the 
allegatifkiis  in  ]BJ|[r.  faiirfl's  petition  already 
labstantiateci. 

*  J^iri  likeriifln  \tas  convinced  tliat  the 
pobi'e  lora  Hid  .not  niean  any  thing  unfair 
or  dishonoui^ble,  and  ^haf  therefore  he 
^ould  no,t  inean'  to  c^i^i^mon  witnesses 
agaipstbimy  and  deny  ^im  the  opportunity 
of  refuting  their  assertions  by  opposite  te§<f 
^imon}'.  A|rraigned  ^  he  was  of  haying 
either  hipi^^elf  or  by  his  agents^  tampered 
witi)  witnesses,  it  surely  could  not  be  inten- 
ded to  deny  him  the  privilege  of  disproving! 
She  truth  Pf  the  charge  at  the  V^r. 

Xord  Hawick  thought  .that  the  peititipn 
had  a  just  ,claim  to  be  laid  on  the  table! 
pf  the  house,  and  that  when  the  proper' 
time  cs^me,  tlie  petitioner  ought  to  be; 
heard  at  the  bar,  in  his  own  defence. — 
l^b€{  petitions  were  then  ordered  to  lie.  on 
the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  th^en  b^en 
read,  for  taking,  into  consideration  the 
.petition  of  Jam^s  Paull,  esq.,  the  same 
was  accordingly  taken  into  consideration, 
jand  lord  Folkestone  nioved,  that  the  peti- 
tioner be  heard  by  himself,  his  counsel, 
and  witnesses,  in  support  of  the  alle- 
gation3  cot^ained  in  his  petition, 

X'Ord  Howick  declared,  that  feeling  every 
desire  that  this  transaction  shou^  be  in- 
vestigated in    SMch  %i   manner  as  to   sa- 
tisfy the  PHblic,  and   anxious  .to  remove 
..the  slightest   pretence   for  .accusing  :the 
bpuse  of  an  intentiop  to  deprive  the  pe- 
ititioner  of   the  me^QS  of  mpporting  his 
.charge,  he^  fqr  one,  would  .h€  willing  to 
al]ow,.thfEkt  the  cou|}sel  ^onld  be  beard; 
but  be  .wished  .the  bouse. to  qbferve,  as'  a 
guide  to  tl^eir  proceedings,  that  sltice  the 
passing  of  Mr.  Grenville'^  bill,  it(bad  been 
the  practice  to  abstain  from  heariog.at  the 

Yox,.VIlI. 


bar,  evidence  wjiich  migbt  psni  to  defeat 
the  ends  of  justice  in  a  subsequent  ro»» 
mittee.  ^e  trusted  that  the  house  would 
confine  t!ke  e^Mtqiination  simply  to  ihe  point 
of  tampering,  apd  that  if,  in  the  outset, 
any  question  should  be  proposed  affecting 
the  merits  pf  the  eleption,  the  examination 
would  be  stopped. 

Mr.  T.  OrtnviUe  was  of  qpinion  that  the 
present  case  ought  to  go  to  a  committee* 
While  the  house  looked  oi^ly  to  the  exami- 
nation of  facts  in  having  the  case  proceeded 
opon  at  the  bar,  a  precedent  might  be  es- 
tablished which  might  tend  to  much  incon- 
venience, and  much  mischief  hereafter. 
He  was,  he  confessed,  more  inclined  than 
others  seemed  to  be,  to  doubt  of  the  pro*  ^ 
priety  of  the  boujse  having  proceeded  eveh 
tohr  9fi  it  had  already  done.  But  if  it 
was  inyroper  to  hi^yegone  so  &r,  it  would 
be  inu^b  more  improper  to  go  farther. 
The  question  before  the  house  seemed  to 
him,  if  not  an  integral  part  of  that  which 
was  reserved  by  the  Grenville  act,  for 
the  decision  of  a  select  committee,  at 
least  so  nearly  to  border  on  it,  as  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  keep  the  two  ob« 
jects  distinct.  He  had  no  doubt  that  un- 
der the  Grenville  act,  a  committee  was 
perfectly  competent  tp,  do  the  justice  re- 
quired in  this  case,  if  the  facts  alleged 
could  be  substantiated  or  completely  hU 
sified.  The'  committee  might  make  a  spe- 
cial report,  if  either  should  be  foond  guilty^ 
of  improper  practices.  If  no  inconvenience 
could  arise  to  public  justice,  as  he  thought 
none  could  in  tl^s  case,  he  was  of  opinion 
the  ^puse  ought  not  to  interfere  iRcith  a  ja« 
risdiciion  so  nearly  connected  i(  opt  alto., 
getber  identified  with  that  wbiph  it  had, 
by  a  solema^act,  put  out  of  its^own  handSy 
and  delegated  to  its  committees.  He  did 
not  suppose  that  the  meml)ers  in  the  boose 
unsworn  were  a  less  desireabU^  tribunal 
than  the  s^ocn  members  of  a  coxninittee. 
But  there  w^s  no  doAibt,  that  a  swprn  com- 
mittee, witlj^its  attention  partipUiiarly  di* 
rected  to  the  objects  it  was  ip  ti^,  was  as, 
eligible  a  tribunal  as  the  house  iviswora* 
He  was  so  strongly  convinped  that  tUs 
was  a  case  that  ought  to  be  reserved  to  a 
committee,  that  he  felt  an  indispensable 
duty  to  state  his  opinion  to  the  house, 
thojugb  he  could  not. hope  that  any  opinion 
of  his  would  have  sucb  weight  with  tha 
house  as  to  l^ad  its  decision.  If,  notwith- 
standing the  considerations  he  had  thrown 
out,  the  house  should  persevere  in  the  pre» 
sent  course,  he.  was  of  opiuio^l^  that  thera 
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would  be  great  danger  in- hearing  of  coun* 
ael.    By   Ihe  iuterterence  of  counsel,    ii 
virould  be  rendered  next-  to  impossible  to 
keep  tbiff  case  wholly  distinct  from   the 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  late  election 
which  was  to  be  tried  by  the  committee 
between  the- parties  in  this  case ;  a  question 
which   the  bouse  was  by  law  prohibited 
from  interfering  in.     If  the  whole  matter 
was  not  sent  to  the  committee,  the  onlv 
way    the  house  could   reserve  that  part 
which  belonged  exclusively  to  the  com- 
mittee, was  by  kef>ping  the  ex  ami  .at  ion  of 
the  witnesses  in  its  own  bands.     An  advo 
cate  who   looked  only  to  what  was.  best 
adapted  to  his  present  object,  could  never 
act  up  to  the  delicacy  which  became  the 
house  upon  this  head,  and  there  would  thus 
hp  an  endless  necessity  for  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  house.     If,  however,  the  house 
should  agree  to  have  counsel,  as  well  as  to 
examine  this  matter  itself,  he  hoped  that 
it  would  not  be  permitted  to  such  counsel 
to  attempt  to  instruct  the  house  with  re- 
spect to  its  privileges ;  and  that  particular 
care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  him  from 
involving  the  two  cases,  which  it  was  so 
essential  lo  keep  distinct. 

Mr.  Baker  thought  the  house  ought  to 
protect  the  witnesses  summoned  to  give 
evidence  at  its  bar,  and  that  no  gentleman 
having  a  seat  in  the  house  ought  to  speak 
of  witnesses  about  to  come  to  the  bar,  in 
the  terms  of  reprehension  lately  used  by 
a  right  hon.  gent. 

The  Attorney-General  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  oppose  himselt'  a  moment  to  the 
impatience  of  the  house,  in  order  to  sug- 
gest the  justice  and  propriety  of  •allowing 
the  benefit  of  witnesses  and  counsel  to  all 
the  parlies,  as  well  as  to  the  one  that  was 
already  allowed  to  be  so  heard* 

Mr.  Sheridan  wished  the 'house  to  go  di- 
rectly into  the  business. '  As  to  counsel, 
he  had  no  objection  to  give  his  opponents 
all  the  counsel  in  the  realm.  For'hiraselt 
he  asked  no  counsel,  but  the  justice  and 
rectitude  oflhat  honourable  house.  What 
the  petitioners  connected  with  him  might 
wish  for,  he  knew  not.— On  the  suggestion 
of  lord  Uowick, 

The  Speaker  was  instructed  to  acquaint 
the  coiinsel  when  called  to  the  bar,  that  it 
was  the  pleasure  of  the  house  that  he 
fhbuld  'Confine  himself  to-  the  matters  of 
fact  alleged  in  the  petition^  •  to  which  he 
meant  to.Adduce  evidence. 

Mr.  Warren, counsel  for  Mr.  Paull,  was 
then  called  in,  and  being  instructed  by  the 


Speaker  to  this  effect,  he  proceeded    to 
Slate  the  matter  of  the  petition,  the  charges 
contained   therein,    and  the   nature     and 
character  of  the  evidence  by  which   they 
were  to  l>e  supported.     The  first  witness, 
Mr.  Drake,  was  a  lieutenant  In  the  navy, 
and  had  had  a  share  in  those  glorious  '  ac- 
tions which  had  attached  so  much  glory  to 
that  service.    Th  •  second  witness,  Wea- 
therhead,  was  also  in  the  navy.     The  Other 
witnesses  were  men   of  low  and  humble 
stations.     But  it  was  only  persons  of  low 
bituation^  that  any  one  would  attempt  to 
tamper  with,    and  the   evidence  of   guil€ 
should  be  sought  from  the  scenes  where  it 
had   been   committed.      The    story    Mr; 
Drake  would  tell,  would  perhaps  strike  the 
house  with  so  much  astonish  men  ty  as  al- 
most to  appear  incrediMe.     But  he  woirld 
here  again  represent  to  the  house,  tl^at  the 
effect  should  be  taken  in  the   mass,  and 
that  each  part  ought  to  be  regarded  as  con- 
firmatory of  the  rest.     With  respect  to  the 
object  of  these  charges,  he  was  a  man  of 
very  high  talents  and  character,  unstamed 
in  the  present    instance;    as  such,    Mr. 
Paul  I »  as  well  as  himself,  were  willing  to 
describe   the  right  hon.  gent. ;  and    they 
wished  the  present  transaction   might  not 
be  found  of  a  nature  to  give  an  opinion 
ditierent  from  what  had  been  entertained. 
When  the  whole  of  the  evidence  should  be 
before  the  house,  he  was  sure  it  would  not 
seem  too  much  to  ask  for  the  interposition 
of  the  house.     Mr.  Paull  asked  the  house 
to  take  his  witnesses  under  its  protection 
till  the  trial  of  his  petition;     Without  that 
it  would  be  vain  to  expect  justice:     It  was 
in  vain,  if  tampering  with  witnesses*  were 
allowed,  to' hope  that  the  house  would  be 
fairly  constituted,  or  the  people  fairly  re- 
presented. 

William  Drake  was  then  called,  and  de- 
posed that  he  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  the 
navy  ;  that  he  had  entered  it,  to  the  best 
of  his  recollection,  in  1785,  and  qnitted 
it  in  1S02;  that  he  bad  married  a  natural 
daughter  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  had  beeh 
acquainted  with  him  upwards  of  5  years; 
that  he^became  acquainted  with  Mn  Paull 
after  the  election,  atid  that  this'  acqiiainf« 
ance  had  begim  in  consequence  6f  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Sheridan  had  treated 
him;  that  he  had  got  a  gi-eat  many  vot^s 
for  Mr.  SI  during  the  election ;  that  he 
at  that  time  saw  Mr.  S.  every  day,  and 
that  Mr.  S.  made  him  several  promises!; 
but  that  after  -ihe  election  he  could  not 
procure  access  toMr^  S.,  whose  porter  btfd 
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grossly  insulted  him  ;  that  Mr.  S.  had  af- 
terwards sent  several  people  to  him  with  a 
view  to  bias  him ;  that  he  had  been  sent 
for  by  Mr.  Sheridan  in  February  last  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  lionian,  where  be  had  drank 
Sjeveral  bottles  of  wine ;  that  be  had  a  pri* 
V£^te  conversation  with  Mr.  S.  in  a  room  in 
the  house  of  a  Mr.  Edwards,  where  Mr.  S. 
had  offered  him  money  to  procure  for  him 
a  letter  which  Mr.  S.  had  sent  to  E.  Har- 
riai,  a  Jew ;  that  Mr.  S.  had  offered  to  pro- 
vide for  him  and  his  father,  and  told  him 
to  .keep  out  of  the  way,  and  offered  him 
money,  and  said  that  he  would  settle  the 
matter  about  the  summons ;  that  he  had 
several  communications  with   Mr.  S.  on 
the.subject  of.  the  letter;  tliat  no  one  ex- 
cept himself   was  present  at   the   writing 
and  signing  of  that  letter  by  Mr.  S. ;,  that 
he   had  informed  Mr,  S.  that  E.    Harris 
could  procure  6  or  8  votes,  but  would  not 
do  it  except  he  signed  the  letter.     The 
letter  had  beeti  signed  by  Mr.  Sheridan  in 
his  own  house,  3  or  4  days  after  the  com 
meucement  of  the  election,  but  not  in  pre- 
sence of  any  person  but  t^ie  witness.     The 
letter  had  been  signed  between  1 1   and   1 
o'clock  in  the  day,  but  he  could  not  ex- 
actly •  say    on   what  day  of   the    month. 
He  had  delivered  no  other  letter,   either 
during  or  since  the  election,  to  E.  Harris 
from  Mr.  S.,  but  had  delivered  one  to  him 
previous  to  the  election,  which  had  been 
signed  also  by  Mr.  S.     E.  Harris  had  of- 
fered him  a  sum  of  money  to  procure  a 
letter  for  him  from  sir  P.  Parker,  or  sir 
S.  Hood.      In  the  interview  he  had  with 
Mr.  S.  at  Mr.  Edwards's,  Mr.  S.  told  him 
that  he  had  acted. imp rop-^rly,  iu  having 
gone   out   of    town    during   the   election, 
though  he   had  constantly  attended,   and 
sent  in  the  names  of  the  voters  he  brought 
up  every  morning.     When  he  asked   Mr. 
S.  what  he  was  to  do  with  respect  to  the 
summons  he  had   received   to  attend  the 
committee,  Mr,  S.  desired  him  to  get  out 
of  the  w(^y,  and  to  leave  the  rest  to  him. 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  provide  for  him,  as 
they  were  old  friends,  by  getting  him  a 
situation  under  government,  which  he  had 
been  promised  many  years.     Mr.  Johnson 
had  also  asked  him  to  get  the  letter  from 
Harris,  and  he  had  replied  to  Mr.  Johnson, 
that  if  Harris  dfd  not  give  it  up,  "  by  G — d 
he'd  knock  him  down."     Mr.  Homan,  also 
of  Fnth-street,  had  said  to  him  that  he  was 
wrong  in   writing  to  Harris,  and   that  it 
would  be  a  good^  thing  to  get  the  letter,  if 
possible,  frona  him..    Mr.  S.  had  told  him, 


when  be  asked  him  to  get  Uie  letter  from 
Harris,  that  he  should  not.  want  any  money, 
as  Mr.  S.  and  he  were  old  acquaintances ; 
and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  this  mo- 
ney   was  offered   him  to    induce  him  to 
procure    the   letter  from   Harris.       Wit- 
ness .being  further  examined,  wpuld   nut 
say  that  Mr.  S.  authorized,  him   to  offer 
atiy  specific  sum  to  Harris  to  get  back  the 
letter,    or  that    he  even  ever '  mentioned 
^the  word   money,   but  insinuated  in  ge* 
neral,  that  every  possiible  means  should  be 
used  to  get  it  back,  observing,  that  the 
getting  back  the  letter  was  of    the  most 
serious  and  important  consideration.  .  He 
had,   however,  .offered  30/.  to  Harris,  to 
prevail  upon    him   to  return    the   letter, 
which  money  he.  would  pay  out  of  his  own 
pocket,   and    of    his  own   authority.     He 
had  got  acquainted  with    Mr.  Paull,  by 
means  of  a  letter  he  had  written  to  him, 
stating  the  ill-treatment  he  had  received 
from   Mr.  S.  and    his  servants ;   but  Mr. 
Paull  had  not  instigated  him  by  money  or 
any  other  inticement  to  get  possession  of 
the  letter,  but  merely  advised  him  to  tell 
what  he  knew,  but  to  advance  nothing  that 
he  would  not  be  ready  to  swear  tq.     Wheu 
he  got  possession  of  the  letter,  be  never 
mentioned  the  circumstance  to  Mr.  Paull 
or  to  any  of  his  agents,  nor,  indeed,  to  any 
person  whatever,  before  he  mentioned   it 
this  night  at  the  bar  of  the  hou^e.     Yet, 
upon .  cross-examination  upon   this  poini, 
he  confessed,  (hat  he  himself  had  not  only 
seen  the  petition  that  had  been  presented 
to  the  house,  but  that  he  had  dictated  a 
part  of  it  to  Mr.  Powell,  more  particularly 
that  part  which  referred  to  the  letter,  and 
this  he  had  done  a  few  days  before  the  pe- 
tition was  presented.     Mr,  Paull  certainly 
expressed  a  wish  that  the  letter  might  b^ 
got  and  produced   before  the  committee, 
but  he  never  promised    money,   or  any 
kind   of  reward  for  that  service.     He  al- 
lowed,  however,  that  his    intention   was 
when  he  got  hold  of  the  letter,  to  use  it 
against  Mr.  S.     He  never  heard  that  an> 
suspicion  existed  that  the  letter  was  a  for- 
gery; but  he  destroyed  it  himself,  because 
he  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  of  any  use. 
He  got  a  second  letter  fron\.Mr.  S.  during 
the  election  after  the  first  had  been  de- 
stroyed ;    did    not  know  the   date  of  it ; 
had  seen  Mr^.g^sign  it  in  one  ot  the  ro'oms 
at  the  Shak«pe»r^  tavern  ;  when  cross-ex- 
aminied,  he.  said,  that  the  letter  was  signecL 
in  Mr.  S.'s  drawing-room,  while  he  hinv» 
self  was  in  another  ap^artment,  and  thei:j3- 
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fere  s6iA  not  tee  bim  actually  wfHe  bit 
name  ttpdn  it ;  but  verily  believed  ttaat  it 
wav  Mr.  S/d  haud»wnting ;  made  different 
anwersy  at  difl%renC  tiuesy  respecting  his 
Qieant  of  procuring  money ;  had  hah^pay 
aa  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  and  several 
pensions  fromr  the  king,  and  also  one  from 
thePatriotie  Fond,  yet  was  never  eonilmied 
a  lieutenant  in  the  navy ;  never  had  been 
examined  at  Grenwicb,  nor  had  eter  pre- 
sebted  any  memorial  to  obtain  his  pen- 
sions. 

During  the  exammation  of  the  witness, 
frequent  questions  were  started,  and  dis« 
Ansioofs  oatoratty  arose  aa  to  the  propriety 
df  the  course  of  examination  adopted  by 
the  learned  counsel.  The  witness  and 
cnnnsel  were  of  course  ordered  to  with- 
dnHw,  and  await  the  decision  of  the  house 
on  such  points. 

General    Fhiffps  observed,   that   when 
counsel   and  witnesses  were  ordered    to 
withdraw  from  the  bar,  it  was  not  to  be  al- 
lowed that  a  petitioner  should  take  the 
advantage  of  an    Indulgence  which    the 
bouse  granted  in  such  case,  not  to  insist  on 
the  witness  withdrawing  more  than  a  foot 
or  two  below  the  bar,  instead  of  outside  of 
the  door;  it  should  not  be  permitted  that 
a:  petttbner  should  lay  hold  of  such  an  op- 
portunity for  conversing  with  the  witness,, 
or  making  observations  on  whatever  might 
fall  from  any  hon.  member  of  that  house. 
Mr.  Paull,  from  below  the  bar,  lamented 
that  he  had  not  an  opportunity  of  fairly 
answering   what  was  sard  in  that  house 
with  reference  to  hhnself.    But  when  he 
heard   an   observation  so  gross    as  that 
which  had  been  made  by  the  hon.  ge- 
neral——   Hera  the  petitioner  was  pre- 
vented from  proceeding  any  further,  by  the 
auUiority  of  the  chair,  and  was  ordered  to 
withdraw. 

The  Sjieaker  observed,  that  the  house 
would  judge  for  itself  what  it  was  proper 
Sot  it  to  do  after  the  proceeding  that  had 
just  taken  place,  and  which  appeared  to 
him  so  extraordinary  that  he  should  abstain 
from  denominating  it.  He  wished  also  to 
collect  the  sense  of  the  house  as  to  its  prac- 
tice, in  the  case  of  petitioners  who  prayed 
to  be  beard  by  themselves  or  their  counsel, 
wbetlier  having  made  their  election  to  be 
heard  by  their  counsel,  they  did  not  relin- 
quish their  right  to  be  heard  by  thenip 
selves. 

liord  MortDtck  had  been  so  iurprixed  at 
the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  petitioner, 
that  be  had  only  been  prevented  by  his 


feelings  from  ealKng  tfke'attentioa*  of  the 
house  to  the  gross,  inaofenty  anrf  outra- 
geous proceeding.  He  chooglit  the  boostf 
was  called  upon  to  adopt  aome  measuiY, 
in  vindication  of  its  own  dignity  ;  and  re- 
commended that  the  petitioaer  sbovid  be 
brought  to  the  bar,  aiyd  acqaninted  by  the 
Speaker  with  the  sense  entertained  1^  the 
house  of  the  impropriety  of  hia  conduct. 

Lord  A.  HamltoH  drgjed^  in  mitigation, 
not  in  justification  of  the  petrtioiier,tboftel« 
ing9  that  must  have  been  exrcited  by  Ihe 
statement  made  by  the  hon.  member  odder 
the  galleiy. 

Mr.  WkUhrttti  had  never  haul  hit  eye  off 
that  part  of  the  house  since  the  commence- 
ment of  this  investigation,  and  assured  the 
house  that  Mr.  Paull  had  never  gone  out. 
Mr.  BaA:fr  submitted  whether  it  would 
not  be  belter  that  the  houae  should 
not  have  any  direct  communicntioD  with 
him,  but  that  whatever  was  to  be  done  on 
the  occasion  should  be  done  through  the 
Serjeant  at  anns. — ^The  motion  or  lord 
Howick  was  then  agreed  to^  and  the  p^» 
titioner  and  his  counsel  having  been 
called  in, 

The  Speaker  addressed  him  in  the  fbl- 
lowing  terms :  ''  Mr.  PauH,  I  am  directed 
by  the  house  to  acquaint  you,  that,  in  its 
judgement,  you  have  been  guilty  of  gttai 
impropriety  of  conduct,  and  committed  a 
gross  outrage  upon  the  privilege*  of  tbe 
bouse.  I  am  also  directed  to  acquaint 
you,  that  you  having  made  your  election  to 
be  iieard  by  your  counsel,  are  no  longer 
entitled,  according  to  the  practice  of  diit 
house,  to  be  heard  by  yourself.  I  am  also 
again  directed  U>  inform  the  counsel  that 
they  confine  their  examination  to  matters 
of  fact  respecting  the  tampering  with  wit- 
nesses, and  suppressing  of  evidence." 

T.  Weatherhead  was  next  examined.  He 
stated,  that  he  had  been  long  acquainted 
with  Drake,  who  had  been  a  shipmate  of  bis* 
Drake  and  be  called  at  Mr.  Sheridan's,  in 
Somerset  Place,  on  the  Ipth  of  Feb*  He 
there  saw  a  very  mot  fey  crew,  such  a»  b* 
bad  never  met  before,  and  sudi  as  he  wished 
never  to  meet  again.  He  waited  some 
time  in  a  large  room  whh  this  companyi 
when  Mr.  S.  came  in.  Mr.  S.  addressed 
himself  principally  to  Drake,  with  wboiti  be 
continued  in  close /xnrversalion,  elbow  to 
elbow,  for  above  ten  minutea.  They  ^^ 
at  the  opposite  side  of  the  room  from  where 
witness  stood.  He  did  not  hetLt^fV^ 
of  their  converwttoa»  nor  did  he  think  it 
was  audible  to  any  other  peraonhi  the  fo&s^ 
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Thertf  wat  $  <;oirfb8«d  Boife  Mioug  tbe  per- 
sons present,  some  «f  whom  stood  betwte:* 
him  and  Mr.  S.,  and  prevented  tliat  gentle** 
man  from  addressing  bim,  as  besf  veraT  dmrs 
attempted.  At  length,  however,  Mr.  S.  did 
address  him,  and  talked  to  him  about  the 
Motion  which  he  meant  to  propose  in  the 
house  of  commons^  for  postponing  the  trial 
of  the  election,  saying,  he  knew  he*  bad 
rascalS'to  deal  with,  and  wouM  act  accor- 
dingly. Witness  told  Mr.  S.  at  this  time, 
that  what  was  said  of  the  letter  in  possession 
of  Harris^  wai  unfonnded,  and  that  Mr.  5. 
\ras  mtsinformed,  for  thst  be  was  sure  Drake 
would  buve  nothing  to  do  with  a  spurfoos 
letter.  Dtsice  wrote  the  second  letter  m 
the  presence  of  himself  and  Harris.  Wit- 
hen  «aw  tbii  letter  before  it  was  signed, 
and  afterwards,  and  the  words  *'  treasurer 


theHth  ^F\sb»  a«  Mm  Drake^s,  aad^hetWI 
Johnstone  cboipkhi  of  Nh.  Drake's  aMS-* 
behaviour  1l»waid8  Mr.  Sherldaa,  and  stale 
that  Drake  was  in  »carriage  with  Johnstone 
the  night  before.  Witness adeofitsed  that  he 
had  been  discharged  by  capt.  YroUesnl, 
under  whom  he  served;  bat  denied  tnitt 
any  crime  was  imputed  to  htm.  Ifitf  diBsh 
charge  was  merely  the  result  of  theeaipUtn's 
pleasure.  I1ie*fir8t  letftsf  for  the  u)ie  «f 
Harris  was  written  by  him;  buttht  seeoiid^ 
which  was  mtieh  stronger  in  its  terms^  was 
written  by  Drake  himarif.  The  first  wate 
objected  to  by  Harris,  principally  because 
it  had  tlie  letters  M.  F.  annexed  to  Mri  &.'s 
signuiCure.  He  did  know  who  wiote  these 
initials  ;  though  he  wrote  the  letter,  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  insertion  of  M.  P. ; 
when  Drake  broaght  him  this  letter  signed 


of  theoav/*  wereattacbedto  the  signature,   by  Mr.  S.,  he  saw,  for  the  fitst  time,  the 
All  but  the  signamre  was  in  the  hand-writing  [  letters  M.  P.,  and  Ihey,  as  well  as  the  sig* 


of  Drake.  Mr.'  S.,  after  finding  that  he  was 
unemployed,  promised  him  (witness)  an  ap- 
poiVkitment  at  the  interview  of  the  19th  of 
Feb.  He  desired  him  to  call  at  Somerset- 
Place  about  two  o'clock .  on  the  next  day. 
He  did  so  call,  conceiving  it  very  improper 
to  make  an  appointment  and  not  keep  it. 
In  this  cidl  he  was  accompanied  by  Drake. 
When  tfaey  entered  the  room,  they  found  an 
did  woman  in  black,  an  old  man  also  in  black, 
itnd  a  young  man  strutting  about  the  room. 
By-and-by  another  character  appeared, 
and  soon  after  Drake  called  him,  saying, 

,  **  you  are  not  aware  of  what  suspicions  com- 
pany you  are  in  here :  that  fellow,  who  is 
jiist  come  in,  is  a  Bow-street  officer.^  Upon 
thi8>he  and  Drake  withdrew  from  the  room ; 
but,  on  their  way  out,  he  was  met  by  a 
man  of  tlie  name  of  Burgess,  whom  be  un- 
defslaood  afterwards  to  be  Mr.  Sheridan's 
solicitor.  This  man  immediately  saluted 
him  with  great  familiarity,  and  claimed  an 
acquaintance  with  him*  But  what  struck 
him  was,  that  the  man  could  not  point  out 
(any  place  where  be  had  ever  met  him,  and 
he  could  not  remember  to  have  ever  seen  the 
man  before  in  his  Kfe.  Wliile  Burgess  was 
inxronversaiion  with  Drake  and  himself, 
Harris  came  up  and  joined  them;  and  told 
Drake  that  Mr.  S.  meant  to  take  him  up 
on  a  charge  of  forgery.  Drake  was  indig- 
nant, and  be  and  witness  went  away, '  and 
atttlje  first  convenient  tavern  Drake  took 
Out  his  pencil  and  sent  a  very  sharp  note  of 

•  reproach  to  Mr.  $.  Witness  received  the 
Speaker's  warrant  to  attend  the  committee 
on  the  24th  of  Feb.,  and  received  another 
summons  0ince.He  metMnJohnstoneabout 


nature,  were  quite  wet.  Harris  did  cer- 
tainly propojie  to  Drake  t^  give  bin  some 
mfoney  if  he  would  proevre  him  a  letter 
from  sir  H.  Parher  or  some  other  flag^ 
officer,  recommendatory  of  him  in  hia 
business  of  slop-selling.  He  newsr  saw  mtf 
money  paid  on,  this  score,  hot  was  awm^ 
of  the  contract.  He  really  did  beheve  the 
signature  to  the  first  letter  was  that  ef  Mr. 
S.,  bat  he  thought  M.  P.  quite  absurd,  as 
no  parliament  existed  at  the  time.  He 
advised  Drake  to  destroy  the  first  letter. 
Drake  thanked  him  for  theadvici^  after  he 
had  acted  upon  it.  He  nevclr  gave  this  advice 
under  any  impressiott  that  the  sigoafore 
was  a  forgery.  He  entertaitned  no  such  un- 
charitable suspicion.  He  bad  no  mote 
disposition  to  suspect  the  genoiBeness  of 
the  second  than  that  of  the  first  letter. 
Witness  was  asked  by  Mr.  S.  whether 
there  were  not  4  or  5  witnesses  present  at  the 
on^y  time  that  he  ever  happened  to  see  him  t 
Yes.-r-Did  I  not  say  in  your  presence,  thttt 
I  never  conversed  with  any  one  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Westminster  election  unlesa 
three  or  four  witness  were  present  ?  A. 
Somethmg  to  that  efiect.— Q.  Were  yon 
not  introduced  to  me  by  Drake,  upon  that 
the  only  time  I  ever  spoke  to  you,  as  a 
clergyman?  A.  No,  I  am  no  cnsfoionw 
thumper. — Q.  Did  not  Drake  describe  yoe 
as  the  Kev.  Mr.  Weatherhead  ?  A.  It 
might  be  so,  but  I  did  not  notice  it. — Wit- 
ness further  deposed  that  Drake  was  to'  be 
remunerated  in  money  for  hia  trouble  iit 
getting  the  second  letter  from  Mr.  S.,  and 
that  Harris  promised  his  vote  and  interest 
for  Mr.  S.  at  the  election.  WhneKs  was  pre^ 
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.tCDt  at  Ibe  f upper  giy^n  at  the  3aib  Hotel 
in  Piccadtlly,wliere  Han.i9,Da«SjaDd  Drake 
•were.  He  beard  no  cooveraation  aboat  ibe 
better  id  tbe  possession  of  Harris.       He 
4lid  aot  bear  an>  sum  of  mouey  offered  by 
Drake  to  Hir"9»  to  induce  bim  (o  give  it, 
lior  any  request  wbatever*  upon  the  subject. 
Jobn  Ricbards  stated  tbat  be  bad  beeu  ero-^ 
ployed  in  tbe  election  by  Mr.  Downes^aiid 
tbat  be  bad  received  money  from  Burgess 
.by  recommendation  of  Downes,  for  bis  ser- 
vices and  expences.     On  being  cross-exa- 
mined by  Mr.  S,,  be  said  be  bad  never  seen 
Mr.  S.  witb   Mr.  Burgess.     He  bad  not 
written  a  threatening  letter  to  Mr.  Downes, 
but  he  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  tbat  be 
bad,  since  tbe  election,  written  a  letter  to 
Mr.  .T*  Sheridan,  complaining  that  be  bad 
jBot.  been    sufficiently  remunerated,    and 
threatening  to  go  to  Mr.  Fuuirsside,  ami 
to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  against  Mr. 
S.,  unless  his  demands  were  complied  with. 
Being  examined  by  the  peu^ouing  cpunsel, 
be  stated,tbat  be  bad  been  present  at  conver^^ 
sations  in  which  Walhs  bad,  staled,  that  the 
Warrants  of  the  Speaker  would  be  out  when 
tbe  consideration  of  the. petition  was  post- 
poned, and  those  who  chose  might  go  out 
of  tbe  way,  and  would  receive  money  to 
that  purpose.—- Jeremiah  James    likewise 
spoke,  to  different  meeiiDgs  at  the  Peacock, 
and  afterwards  at  the  Barley  Mow,  Drury- 
lane,  where  Pullen,  Richards,  and  Sperring, 
bad  met  Wallis,  who,  he  said,  h^  treated 
them  with  a  dinner  at  the  Barley  Mow, 
and  allowed  them  money  for  their  loss  of 
time  in  meeting  Lim  oatbe  days  mentioned. 
Wallis   hacjl  told  thein  that  the   warrants 
would  be  out  in  consequence  of  the  peti. 
tion  b^ing  postponed,  and  that  (hose  who 
went  out  of  the  way  would  get  money  to 
xio  so.     W.  had  asked  him  what  he  meant 
to  do  ;  but  he  would  not  tell  him.     VV. 
said,  every  one  in  danger  might  go  away. 
Witness   being  asked   what  be  meant  by 
jlbat  ?  be  said  thkt  he  imagined  the  danger 
referred  to  was  of  those  who  had  voted  be- 
ing bad  voti^s. — Daniel  Richardson,  spoke 
to^the  same  circumstances.  He  himself  had 
no  occasion  to  go  out  of  the  way.     The 
witness,  was  pressed   to   explain  v^hat  be 
meant  by  that  danger;. or,  why  it  should 
have  been  proposed  that  any  should  go  out 
.of  the  way.     He  gave  no  precise  answer. 
At  last  be  dropped  down  overcome  with  fa- 
tigue or  agitatiop,  and  was  earned  out. — 
Ann  Richardson  spoke  to  tbe  tonversalion 
pf  Wallis,   at  the  Peacock  and  the  Barley 
Mow.    She  a^dedj.  that  he  said  money  to 


the  extent  of  6  or  7  guineas  would  be  giveo 
to   those  who  would  go  out  of  the  way. 
Wallis  bad  given  5s.  a  day  to  her  husband, 
James,  &c.  for  the  loss  of  their  time  tbe 
days  ihey  met  bim  ;  but  at  last  he  declined 
making  them  any  more  allowances,  as,  he 
said,   be  had  lost  71,  in  the  loUery. — J. 
Balam  said  be  bad  seen  Wallis  on  the  8tb 
of  Jan.,  who  bad  requested  bim  to  speak  to 
Sperring  to  keep  out  of  the  way,  and  tliac 
^lr.  Sheridan  would  find  tlie  money.     He 
hadbeeu  at  the  house  of  Burgess  wit  h Wal- 
lis, Pullen,  and  Sperring ;  that  Burgess  gave 
him  3/.  for  his  loss  of  time.     Sperring  had 
told  him,  that  he  had  voted  for  Paull  and 
Hood,  on .  tbe  first  day  in  his  own  name, 
and  on  a  subsequent  day  had  voted  for  S. 
in  the  name  of  Bryan,  giving  a  different 
description  of , bis  abqde.   Sperring  said,  be 
received  lOtf.  from  Stephen  Taylor,  in  tbe 
presence  of  Burgess.     Wallis  said,  he  was 
employed  by  Burgess.     When  pressed  to 
state  why  he  was  to  keep  away^  or  make 
others,  do  so,  he  could  state  no  particular 
reason.    He  said,  he  had  given  information 
to  Mr.  PauU's  agent,  of  y^hat  he  had  men* 
tioned.  He  had  seen  Mr.  Powell  frequent- 
ly, had  told  him  what  had  passed  when  he 
saw  Burgess,  and  Powell  hkd  taken  down 
what  be  had  to  say.— Christ.  Kicbardson 
knows  Balam.     He  bad  gone  to  see  Bur. 
gess,  and  met  Wallis  comijigout  of  Burgess's 
house  in  Curzon-street.    lie  went  \yitb  one 
Gallant  and  Wallis  to  a  house   in   Half- 
moon  street,  when  Wallis  told  them   that. 
when  the  petition  was  postponed  their  ser- 
vices would  be  of  no  force,  and  those  who 
chose  might  go  out  of  the  way.     The  wit- 
ness bad  no  reason  to  keep  out  of  the  way. 
He   said,  be  tiad     communicated    to  Mr. 
Powell   what  he  did  in  trying  to  see  Bur- 
gess, and   in  meeting  Wallis.     It  was  one 
John  Balam  that  tookbiifrto  look  for  Bur- 
gess ;  and  the  object  was  to  see  whether 
Burgess  would  offer  them  any  money  to 
keep  out  of  tbe  way.     They  did  not  see 
Burgess.  He  had  seen  Mr.  .Powell  a  day  or 
two  after,  and  Powell  bad  given,  bim    1Q«. 
for  his  loss  of  time  the  two  days  be  went 
with   Balam  .to  Curzon-street.      He  had 
gone  from  Carey-street,  where  Mr.  Paull's 
committee  sat.     He  had  seen  one  Percy  at 
tbe  committee  in  Careys-street,  *who  knew 
he  had  been  at  Burgess's,  and  who^  after  he 
had  gone  the  first  day,  encouraged  him  to 
go  back    to  see  what  Burgess  would  say. 
Being  asked  whether  it  was,his  object  toj^et 
money  from  Burgess  ?  he  said  : "  No :"  but 
a  former  answer  being  read  to  bim|  m 
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which  he  had  said  the  contrary,  he  admit- 
ted, the  object  v9-\s  money.  He  had  gone 
ijot  to  ask,  bwt  to  see  if  Burgess  would  offer 
any  money.  Being  examined  by  Mr*  Sheri- 
dan, he  denied  that  he  had  lately  been  locked 
up  -with  a  parcel  of  pickpockets,  in  the 
black-hole,  Catharine-street ;  but  he  l^id 
not  very  lately  been  at  Marlboro ugli-streei 
office. — There  not  being  any  more  witnes- 
ses to  be  examined,  the  learned  counsel 
were  informed  that  on  Thursday  next  they 
might  proceed  with  their  summing  up,  be- 
ing mindful,  however,  that,  as  they  had 
beet:  directed  to  do  in  their  Opening,  they 
sltould  con6ne  themselves  to  such  matters 
only  as  went. to  support  the  allegations  in 
the  pe'tiiion. 

Mr.  Whiibread  observed,  that,  in  a  case 
where  a  wish  was  expressed  to  punish  others 
for  impeding  or  prtveniing  the  regular 
course  of  justice  by  tampering  with  witnes- 
ses, he  had  never  heard  of  a  set  of  witnesses 
who  mure  jus'ly  merited  the  censure  of  the 
tribunal  before  which  they  gave  their  testi- 
mony, than  those  who  had  then  been  exa- 
mined at  the  bar  of  the  house,  particularly 
the  witness  Richardson. 

Sir  J,  Anstruther  thought  that  the  hon. 
gent,  was  too  limited  in  his  idea  of  censure ; 
he  (sir  J.)  was  of  opinion  that  Balam  was  the 
principal  man :  it  was  he^  that  employed 
Richardson  ;  and  it  was  necessary,  for  the 
ends  of  justice,  that  some  means  should  be 
,  taken  to  secure  the  witnesses,  as  was  usual 
in  a  court  of  criminal  judicature,  to  answer 
for  their  scandalous  prevarication. 

^Ir.  Sheridan  intimated  that,  if  he  should 
think  it  necessary  to  go  into  any  evidence  on 
his  case,  it  would  amount  to  a  recrimmation 
against  those  who  bro tight  the  present 
charge  before  the  house. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LOIlDS. 

Tuesday,  March  3. 

[Prussia.]  The  order  of  the  day  havii  g 
been  read  for  taking  into  consideration  his 
majesty's  message. 

Lord  GrenvUk  said,  with  respect'  to  that 
part  of  tTie  message  in  which  his  majesty 
mformed  the  house  of  the  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  with  Prussia,  as  it  was  also  stated 
that  a  copy  of  the  treaty  would  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house  as  soon  as  the  ratifications 
were  exchanged,  he  thought'  it  unnecessary 
then  to  enter  into  any  detail  respecting  it, 
the  proper  time  for  discussing  the  subject 
being  when  the  treaty  should  be  before  the 
bouse.  With  respect  to  the  other  part  of 
bis  lAajesty's  measagei  relative  to  the  ad- 


vance of  80,000/.  the  miniiler'  efinp]6ye<t 
in  tbat'transaction^  wfti,  it  was  well  known,- ft' 
member  of-  that  hous6,  a  nobleman  .distin- 
guished by  his  'mirttary  exploits  in  the  ser*' 
vice  of  his  country-;  distinguished  also  by 
His  great  talefits  and'^  capabilities  of  mind. 
That  nobleman  had,  in  consequence  of  the 
pressing  exigency  of  affairs' in  those  coun«  * 
tries  which  were  •  the  theatre  of  war,  and  in  *" 
the  exercise  of  the  discretionary  power- en** 
crusted  to    him  by  his  majesty,  advanced 
money  to'  the  amount    of  about  80^000/; 
This  was  not  the  exact  sum,  the  payment^'' 
having' been  made  in  foreign  money ;  biit  it  - 
was  about  that  sum.      He  thought  there 
could 'be  little  diilerence  of  opinion  in  that 
bouse,  as  to  the  expe<lieilcy  of  entrusting 
to  the  nobleman  to  whom  he  had  alluded 
a  discretionary  power  to  advaaice  a  limited 
sum,in  case  circumstances  should  require  it{ 
their  lordships  would,  also,  he  thought,  rea^ 
dily  believe  that  there  might  have  existed 
that  pressing  exigency    of  affairs,    which 
would   have   rendered  the  advance  of  this 
sura  in  the  s/ay  stated^  bigbly  adviseable' 
and  expedient  ;  and  be  was  persuaded  their 
lordships  would  be  of  opinion,  that  such  a 
discretionary  power  could  not  be  entrusted 
'to  better  hands.  He  should  therefore  mere- 
ly move,That  an  humble  address  be  present- 
ed to. his  majesty,  thanking  his  majesty  for 
his  most  gracious  communication,  and  ex- 
pressing the'  readiness  of  that  houst-  to  con- 
cur in  such  measures  as  might  be  necessaiy 
to  eirable  his  majesty  to  make  good  the  said 
sum. -i— Ordered, 


HOUSE  OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  March  3. 
[Finance  Resolutions.}  Sir  Jama 
PuUeney  rose  for  the  purpose* of  moving  his 
Resolutions  on  Fitiance,  pursuant  to  his  ifor- 
mer  notice.  He  did  not  propose  to  enter 
into  any  detailed  observations  on  hU  plan, 
till  his  calculations  should  be  before  the 
house,  and  should  then  content  himself 
with  shewing  that  a  considerable  saving 
would  accrue  from  the  adoption  of  his  views, 
without  any  inconvenience  whatever.  The 
necessity  stated  by  the  noble  lord,  on  a 
former  ocasion,  of  giving  an  advantage  to 
the  stockholder,  by  increasing  the  amount 
of  tiie  sinking  fund,  would  be  met  by  his 
plan.  If  it  should  be  necessary  to  increase 
tJie  sinking  fund,  that  might-  be  done  at 
any  time,  and  any  to  amount,  by  a  loan^ 
which  would  bring- a  large  sum  into  the 
market,  and  keep  up  the  price  of  stocks. 
If  he  could  shew.this;  he  shouU  hope  to 
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ittMhboM  lo  adci^  fab  fibiig  tod 
•▼omI  Ihe  fiMiMot  nwwcqiiCPCfM  of  timi  of 
the  oofaie  locd*  Bj  bit  laode,  bo  propo> 
Md  touhe  «lv«iita§B  of  the  w«r 
doTMig  Iho  war,  and  to  mortgage  tben  only 
m  ik^  end  of  the  war,  and  then  to  chacge 
ihe  war  debt  upou  the  war  taiea.  By  this 
plan  thoM  would  be  e  amaUer  emouDt  of 
l^fmaiiant  debt,  and  a  brgar  siokiog  luod 
ctealad,  Hian  by  the  new  one  propoaed  by 
the  jioUe  lord.  In  thia  case,  the  supple* 
jDeiitary  loans  would  not  be  felt  during 
the  war,  and  the  aaooant  of  the  war  loan 
would  be  but  II  millions  annually,  the  in« 
eeiastof  which  be  proposed  to  provide  for 
io  pait  out  of  Ihe  .proceeds  of  the  ainking 
fttmL  If  te  noble  lord  should,  on  looking 
Sttto  his  eakttlntioaa»  think  them  worthy  of 
ktf.altentiott,  be  should  be  happy  to  furnish 
liim  with  efvery  infi»rmation  on  the  subject; 
«od  he  had  .BO  doubt  that  he  could  prove  to 
feini»  that  his  own.  ideas  could  be  better 
rcavried  into  effect  bjr  this,  than  by  the  new 
(pkn.  The  hon.  baronet  concluded  with 
moiving  the  following  Resolutioos: 

1.  '*  That,  in  the  New  Pb»  of  Finance,  it 
xispnipoaed  .to.mor^gagetduring  each  year  of 
inHr,n  oertaift  portion  of  the  War  T«xes» 
4D:ptavkle.for:the  payment  of  the  Interest 
4Md  Stoking  Fund. of  part  of  the  Loan, 
•iwfaieh  shall  be  made  in  thet  year;  and 
•eko  to  provide  what  shall  be  further 
^wanted  for  the  Public  Service  by  a  Supple 
'Aentary  Loan« 

:£••**  That,  the  War  Expenditure  being 
stated  at  3<,000,000/.,  it  will  be  neccstery, 
in  addition  to 'the  War  Taxes  unpledged, 
to  make  'Loans  in  the  first  year  lo  the 
amount  of  ISfOOOiOOOA  in  order  to  meet 
tliatiexpenditune,  end  Loans  to  a  larger 
«mosnt  in  each  subsequent  year, " 

6.  "  Tbatiif  nopart  of  the  War  Taxes 
mere  toi  be  pledged, n.Loan  of  1 1 ,000,000/. 
.annually  •  would  We  suJicreat  for  this. pur- 
.pose.*— That  :tbe  amount  of  the  pment 
.Sinking:Kund.is  8431»7O0^*f  and  therefore 
'.the  Annual  Interest  of  a  Loan  to  that 
amount  might  be  provided,  by  appropri»- 
,tiug  for  that  purpose,  the.  Interest  of  Debt 
•redeemed  aonnally,  without  causing  any 
«dimio«tfon  4n  the.ppesenttamoent  ef<that 
)li*uQdv*-That  the  interest  of  2jS6%;29li. 
'being  the  diifeiisnce  between  the  present 
.emouttt  of  .the  Sinking  Fund,  and  Uie^sum 
of  .lil^oeO,000/.,  with  the  usual  .Sinking 
Fund -of/one  <per  oenU  upon  the  nomiual 
•  Oipital^ would  bel77»8<867.  per  annum,  sup* 
.posing  the  3'peroeot8.lo  cootintte  atfio 


expedient  to  appropriate  for  the  inti(q|i|t  of 
such  sum,  via.  tJoSSMlL^  «  pnrt  of  Ui^. 
Imeraat  redeemed  by  the  operatioo  of  tl>e 
Sinking  Fund  within  the  year,  there  woold 
be  on  ^that  account*  a  leduction  of  auch 
Sinktiig  Fund  in  each  year  to  the  amount 
of  135*4 1 8/.  That  the  empfoyment  of  a 
considerable  sum  in  the  purchase  of  Stoek,* 
at  successive  periods  throughout  the  j^mr^ 
under  the  provisions  which  now  regulate 
the  purchase  of  Stock  by  the  Commiasionera 
for  the  Redemption  of  the  National  Deb^ 
has  a  tendency  to  keep  up  the  price  of  the 
Funds,  and  is  consequently,  in  the  time  of 
war,  of  advantage  both  to  the  Public  aii4 
to  the  Stockholder.'* 

4.  '*  That  the  Sinking  Fund  may  in  each 
year  be  carried  to  the  amount  proposed  for 
such  year  in  the  New  Plan,  by  making  a 
SuppiemenUry  Loan  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  diffesence  between  the  Sinking  Fund, 
aa  it  would  otherwise  atand  for  such  year, 
and  the  amount  proposed  in  such  Plan 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  that  difi^ 
rence." 

5  **  That  such  Supplementary  Loan,  when 
added  to  the  Sinking  Fond,  by  reducing  an 
amountof  Inlentst  equal  to  the  charge  of  In-. 
terest  increased  b^*  raising  the  same,  it  is  ob- 
vious, that,  whatever  advantage  m\ght  result 
from  so  laige.an  increase  of  Sinking  Fund, 
opeialing  in  the  market,(tf  an  increase  to  th^ 
amount  prqposed  by  the  New  Plan,  and 
wholly  produced  by  stddii\g  to  the  Loan  of  the 
year,  can  really  he  deemed  advantageous  J 
mightequally  be  obtained  by  tbi»mode,with<^ 
out  any  additional  burthen  to  the  public"' 
6.  '*  l^hat  the  4mallness  of  the  Loan  for 
the  service  of  the  year«  in  proportion  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  must  also  have  a  tendency 
to  keep  up  the  price  of  Funds/' 

7*  '*  Tbiit  this  advantage  will  result  in  s^ 
greater  degree  from  the  system  of  borrowing 
11,000,000/.  only  in  each  year,  than  bv 
having  recourse  to  the  larger  Loans,  which 
would  be  required  for  the  service  ,of  eaqh 
year  under  the  New  Plan." 

B.  **  That  this  mode  of  providing  for  tho 
War  Expenditure,  would  consequently  be 
'more  advant4^eous  to  the  publiCf  and  to 
the  Stockholder,  than  the  New  Plan;  anA 
that  if,  iipoocth^  return  ofpeaoe,  a  portion 
of  the  War  .'Castes  rexact\y  equal  to  what 
would  ,he  .pledged  at  the  same  period,  t\y 
tbeiNei¥;]^{aM,w^re  then  to  be  pleflged,  to 
meet  the.  annual  charge  ,of  such  .portion  of 
the  (Total  iD»bU  as  that  amount  of  taxea 
would  provide,  for  at  an  interest  of  .10  per 


4ijid  tlwt  if:ifeahouldatany  time  he  thought  |cent„<incli4dii|g  the  Sinking  Fund, upon.tbe 
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«ame,  the  remainder  would  he  the  p^rqaa- 
nent  Debt,  leaving  the  present  annual 
charge  of  the  portion  of  the  debt  90  deduct- 
ed and  provided  for,  to  be  added  to  the 
amount  of  the  permanent  Sinking  Fund." 

9.  "  That  the  debt  on  the  War  Taxes, 
being  in  the  same  manner  deducted  on  the 
return  of  peace,  from  tlie  Total  Debt  which 
may  have  thei»  been  contracted  upon  tlie 
New  Plan,  the  remainder  would  be  the  Per- 
manent Debt  incurred  by  tfiat  Plan,  and 
that,  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  War  Taxes 
being  deducted  from  the  total  Sinking  Fund, 
which  may  have  arisen  within  the  same  })e- 
riod,  the  remainder  would  be  the  Perma- 
nent Sinking  Fund;" 

10.  '*  That  the  operations  of  the  mode 
now  proposed,  whilst  they  afford  some 
jcomparative  advantage  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  tlie  War,  would  place  the  Finan- 
ces of  the  country  in  a  much  more/avour- 
able  situation,  at  the  restoration  of  peace, 
than  those  of  the  New  Plan,  at  whatever 
period  peace  may  be  concluded  ;  and  that 
at  the  termination  of  the  pe.riod  of  20  years 
the  comparison  would  be  as  follows : — 

Permaiiest  DeMby  the  New  Plani*.  318,31 1 ,495 
Permanent  Debt  by  the  mode  proposed  285,595,'705 
'     Less  Debt  by  the  mode  proposed  £.  32,715,790 


Sinking  Fund,  mode  proposed  - 
Sinkinjr  Fund  of  the  New  Plan  - 


-  14,359,900 

-  19,76«»691 


Larger  Sinking  Fund  by  mod«  proposed  .^.1,397,209 
Amount  of    Taxes  imposed   by  the  " 

New. Plan -^.2,051,000 

Amount  of  Taxes  imponed  by  mode 

proposed -J. 985,228. 

Less  amount  of  Taxes  by  the  mo^e 
proposed    -1-.- •f.65,7T2 


The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed,  and  the  debate  on 
them  was  adjourned  to  Thursday  se'nnight. 


HOUSE  or  COMMONS. 

Wednesday y  March  4. 

[Mutiny  Bill — Roman  Catholics.] 
Lord  Howickf  adverting  to  the  notice  which 
he  had  given  for  this  day,  relative  to  the* 
introduction  q^  additional  clauses  into  the 
Mutiny  bill,  for  allowing  Roman  Catl)olics 
.to  hold  certain  commissions  in  the  army, 
.and  foe  granting  soldiers  of  that  persua- 
sion the  free  exercise  of  their  religion, 
informed  the  house  that  on  mure  mature 
consideration  of  the  subject  it  had  been 
deemed  more  proper  to  bring  in  a  separate 
bin  for  that  purpose  ;  which  bill  he  pro- 
ppscd  to  moNcfor  leave  to  bring  in  lo- 
«iorrow.*  At  the  same  time  he  tiiought  it 
Tight  to  state  that  it  was  intehded  to  extend  { 

Vol.  VIII.  •    I 


th^same  privilege  to  Roman  Catholics  m 
th9  Navy  service.  A«  'o  thp  Mutiny  bi)l, 
there  w«r^  many  aine^idmejnis  to  be  moved 
in  it,  to  which  he  did  not  understand  th^rf 
would  be  much  obJecfeioB ;  vt  was  pro- 
posed therefore,  that  it  should  go  through 
the  committee  pro  formic  U>x  the  purposf 
of  having  the  additional  clauses  introduced 
into  it,  after  which  the  bill-  would  be  ra« 
committed  on  Monday  next,  and  from'th^ 
advanced  period  of  the  season,  gentlemen 
would  be  aware  of  the  necessity  of  pasauDg 
the  bill  with  all  convenient  dispatch.    . 

Mr.  Yorie  was  glad  that  the  noble  lord 
had  adopted  the  plan  of  bringing  forward 
his  regulations  respecting  the  Roman  Q^ 
tbolics  as  a  separate  measure* 

[Committee  of  Supplt— P&vssia.] 
The  house  went  into  a  committee  of  sup- 
ply, on  the  motion  of  lord  Henry  Petty. 
The  king's  message  of  Monday  relative  tp 
Prussia  having  been  read. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  stated,  that  it     waa 
unnecessary    for    him   to    recftll    to    the 
recollection  of  the  house  the  circumstances 
under  which  lord  Hutchinson  had  left  this 
country  for  the  continent,  and  the  state  of 
the  continent  at  that  period.     That  noble 
lord  had  been  dispatched,  as  well  for  the 
purpose  of  communicatiog  such  information 
as  might  be  necessary  to  this  country,  a? 
to  afford  such  aid  as  could  be  conveniently 
granted  'to  the  king  of  Prussia  in  the  unfor- 
tunate circumstances  in  which  he  was  fthen 
placed.  Shortly  after  his  airival  at  his  desti** 
nation,  he  had  made  an  advance  of  80,000/. 
to  that  monarch,  for  a  purpose  the  fmpor- 
tance  of  which  the  house  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  readily  admit,  namely,  the  defencjs 
of  the  remaining  fortresses.     Strong  repre« 
sentations  had   been  made   to  him,  that, 
witliout  such  an  advance,  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  pay  the  army  intended  for  the 
defence  of  those  fortresses,  some  of  which, 
however,    had  since    unfortunately  been 
taken.     He  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  say  ' 
more  than  to  move,  that  it  be  the  opinion  uf 
the  committee  that  a  sum,  aot  exceeding 
80,000/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  to  make 
good  a  like  sum  advanced  to  the  king  of 
Prussia,  in  consequence  of  the  ^rgenc^y  of 
the  state  of  affairs  on  the  continent. 

Mr.  Banker  wished  to  know  when  the 
noble  lord  intended  that  the  report  of  the  . 
coaim.ittee  should  be  brought  up,  as  he  had 
some  observations  to  make  upon  this  su.bjeci. 
.  Lord  //-.  Petty  answered,  that  it  was  hi 4 
intention  to  have  it  reported  to-morrow  ; 
but  if  it  should  be  wished,  he  hud  no  objec- 
3Z 
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tlon  to  propose  its  being  postponed  till  the 
day  following.  No  reply  being  madey  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report 
ordered  to  be  received  to  morrow. 

[Commit* EB  op  Ways  aKd  Meaks— 
*BuD6£T.]  The  house  having  resolved  it 
self  into  a  coaimittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Lord  ^riiryPe//^,pursuantto  notice,rose 
td  state  the  terms  of  the  Loan,  and  to 
recapitulate  the  Supplies  and  Ways  and 
•Means  of  the  year.  As  an  opportunity  had 
already  been  afforded  him,  from  the  nature 
of  tbe  Plan  of  Finance,  which,  on  a  former 
occasion^  he  had  opened  to  the  house,  of 
adverting  in  a  detailed  view  to  the  extent  of 
the  supplies  and  ways  and  means  of  the  year, 
be  did  not  feel  it  then  necessary  for  him  to 
go  at  large  into  the  statements  he  had  for- 
merly submitted  to  the  house.  But,  as  the 
loan  had  since  been  negociated^  and  as 
tbe  time  thf^t  bad  elapsed,  enabled  him  to 
make  tbe  several  statements  with  more  ac- 
icuracy  than  in  the  first  instance  he  might 
have  done,  be  hoped  for  ibe  indulgence  of 
•the  committee,  whilst  he  shortly  recapi- 
tulated the  several  branches  of  the  supply 
and  ways  and  means  of  the  year ;  after  which 
be  proposed  to  state  tlie  terms  upon  which 
the  contract  for  tbe  loan  of  the  year  bad 
been  concluded,  and  then  to  explain  what 
•part  of  tbe  Ways  and  Means  of  the  year 
would  be  permanent : 

*  SUPPLY. 
Navy,  exclusird  of  422,500/.  Ste  Ord- 
.    nance ----.-.---- 16,997,837 

Army , Great  Britain/.10,202,968 
Irelaud  - -  3,44^^,130 

I                           Making  together  -  -  -  13^48,098 
BarrackSjGreat  Britain  £,  306,237 
Ireland -^  469,4:)Q 

Together 
Commissary-General's  Bepaftment  -  - 
taking  altogether  for  the  different  br^n-  "~~~~— ■ 
^  chesofthe  Army  Expenditure  -  -/".1 5,465,311- 
.Extraordinaries,  Great 

Britain «6'.2,930,000 

Ireland  -  - 600,000 

Together  -     -'3,550,000 
Excess  of  Extraordina- 

ries  this  year •      793,710 


when  he  had  submitted  bis  former  state- 
ments to  tbe  bouse ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  deduction  of  the  expenditure  of  tbe 
commissary-general's  department  from  the 
extraordinaries,  the  sum  voted  this  year 
was  less  than  the  sum  voted  last  year,  and 
be  had  the  satisfaction  to  state  that  bis  for- 
mer estimate  would  cover  the  future  extra- 
ordinary expenditure.  It  was  proposed  to 
make  good  the  advance  that  bad  been  made 
to  the  king  of  Prussia,  of  a  sum  of  80,000/. 
out  of  tbe  vote  of  credit,  and  also  to  pay  a 
subsidy  of  230,000/.  to  the  king  of  Sweden, 
in  pursuance  of  existing  treaties*  An  ad- 
vance  was  also  to  be  made  to  the  emperor 
of  llusbia,  of  500,000/.  out  of  the  vote  of  cre- 
dit. Tbese  were  all  the  subsidies  that  be 
was  then  aware  of  as  necessary  to  be  paid, 
and  at  all  events  be  had  no  doubt  that  the 
vote  of  credit  of  3,000,000/.  vrould  be 
sufficient  to  cover  what  might  accrue  in 
tbe  present  year. 
The  apportionment  of  the  Votes  of 

Credit  waa,  for  Great  Britain  -  -  •     2,800,000 

For  Ireland --        200,000 

Together ^.  3,000,000 

The  whole  of  the  joint  charges  as  he 

bad  stated,  would  be-- 45,396,575 

To  which  was  to  be  added  Interest  of 

Exchequer  Bills -  -  -  -     1,200,000 

Loyalty  Loan  to  be  paid  off 350,000 

Deficiency  of  Malt  Tax,  1805  -  -  -  "  200,000 
WhichmadetheTotalCharge--'-  -  -  4^  ,046,575 
Deduct  2.17thsfor  Ireland 5,545,677 

Remains  to  be  defrayed  by  Great  Bri- 
tain     • -  --  4l,500,«9» 


-  -      975,687 
841,526 


Making  the  Total  Army  Charge  -  -  -.  19,809, Oil 

Ordnance,  iiicluding  422,500/.  for  Sea       '  " 

Ordnance  for  Great  Britain  -  -•  -  -    3,264,469 

Ireland  .-   ------- «  .        479,246 

Making  together   --------.  I     3^43,715 


Miscellaneous  Services  for  Great  Bri- 

.  tain  -.. 1,200,000 

•^Teland 6(50,000 

Vote  of  Credit  --- 3,000,000 

Tbe  noble  lord  observed,  that  there  wa$ 
an  eJtcess  in  the  extraordinaries,  of  793,7 1 0/. 
this  year,  which  he  had  not  been  aware  of 


He  had  next  to  state  the  Ways  and 
Means  by  which  these  supphes  were  to  be 
covered ; — 

Laml  and  Malt -  ^^.2,750,000 

Surplus  of  Consolidated  Fnnd  -  .  -  -  .  3^00,000 

War  Taxes  this  year ---    19,800,000 

Lottery 320,000 

Vote  of  Credit-  -j-- 3,000,000 

Loan   ----,-.--- --  12,200,000 

Surplusof  Wavs  and  Means j  1805    --       171,185 

Making  aTotal  of dC.41,671,J85 

Excess  over  Supplies    -  -  -  -       170,^236' 

He  had  stated  the  Loan  as  a  part  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  of  the  year,  and  he  had 
n^xt  to  inform  the  committ^  of  the  ternrt 
upon  which  that  loan  had  been  con- 
tracted for;  a  duty  which  hp  should  per* 
form  with  satisfaction,  from  the  advanta- 
geous terms  upon  which  it  had  been  negO'> 
ciated.  The  terms  of  the  loan  were  for 
every  100/.  subscribed. 

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced  »  *  -  £.'76    0  0 
Three  per  Cent.  Consols  -  -  -  -  70    0  Q 

Navy  Five  per  Cents 10  12  >• 

liein^  at  aniutereart  of-    -    -    -   414t 

The  conwnittee  would  be  sensibje  of  the 

advantav^tjous  nature   of  this  contract  for 


Dinitiyprl  hv 
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the  public,  by  calling  to  mind  tbe  terms 
upon  which  last  year's  loan  had  been  ne- 
gociated  ;  terms  that  were  then  considered 
advantageous.  The  loan  of  last  year  had 
been  negociated  at  an  interest  of  4/..19«.  7d, 
for  every  100/. ;  so  that  the  public  gained 
$s*  per  cent,  on  the  present  loan. — Having 
stated  the  several  items  of  Supply  and 
Ways  and  Means,  and  explained  to  the 
house  the  terms  of  the  loan,  he  should 
think  he  had  fulfilled  his  duty  if  he  had  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  add  another  state- 
ment, to  shew,tliat,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
cess of  the  extraordinaries,  the  sum  of  32 
millions  would  be  sufficient  fisr  the  expen- 
diture of  the  year,  and  for  future  expendi- 
ture, exclusive  of  subsidies  and  extraordi- 
naries arising  from  the  rise  of  the  price  of 
articles  of  stores,  &c*  He  wished  t6  put 
the  committee  in  possession  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  supposed  that  the.  Ways 
and  Means,  offered  by  32  millions,  would  be 
sufficient  to  cover  the  expenditure,  with 
the  exceptions  he  had  stated.  This  he 
should  shew,  by  deducting  from  the  sup- 
plies all  that  was, due  on  arrears,  all  that 
was  due  on  subsidies,  and  the  excess  of  ex- 
traordinaries, in  which  case  there  would  re- 
main, as  he  conceived,  sufficient  to  provide 
for  the  same  expenditure  as  in  the  present 
year;  and  also,by  deducting  all  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  of  the  present  year  that  w^s  ex- 
traordinary, and  not  available  for  a  future 
year.  The  noble  lord  then  entered  into  a 
statement  to  shew,  that  by  a  deduction  of 
the  supplies  that  were  extraordinary  in  the 
votes  of  the  present  year,  such  as  the  pay- 
ment of  the'  Loyalty  Loan,  the  subsidies  to 
ihe  emperor  of  Russia,  to  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, and  to  the  king  of  Prussia,  the  remain- 
der of  the  sum  voted  on  credit,  and.  the  ex- 
cess, of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  present 
year,  the  supplies  to  be  prospectively  to  be 
raised  would  be  reduced  from  the  supplies 
pfthe  present  year,  viz.  41,600,898/.  to 
38,100,130/.  He  was  not  aware  that  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  say  any  thing  fur- 
ther on  the  subject ;  and  he  should  there- 
fore move  the  first  resolution. — On  the 
question  being  put, 

Mr.  Rose  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  tbe  statement  of  the  noble 
lord.  The  noble  lord  had  excluded  frpm 
his  consideration,  in  the  first  formation  of 
his  plan,  any  estimate  founded  upon  the 
subsidies  that  might  be  necessary,  and  yet 
scarcely  a  month  had  elapsed,  when  the 
poble  lord  came  forward  with  a  provision 
[or  subsidies  to  the  amount  of  aeacly  one 


million.  He  asked,  therefore,  whether  it 
was  not  a  fallacy  to  leave  out  an.  item  of 
expenditure,  which  followed  so  closely  on 
the  noble  lord's  first  statement  in  arranging^ 
any  financial  plan  for  the  future.  Hp  could* 
not  conceive  how  hecould  have  overlooked, 
the  excess  of  the  extraordinaries  pf  the. 
present  year,  as  he  admitted,  at  the  time 
of  bringing  forward  his  first  statement.  .It 
could  not  have  been  for  want  of  having  thq 
accounts  made  up,  for  that  was  regularly, 
done  ia  the  offices.  He  knew  of  no  way  in 
which  such  an  excess  could  arise,  except 
from  the  arrival  of  bill^  from  abroad,  as' 
all  the  bills  that  h^d  already  arrived  n^ust 
have  been  entered  in  the  offices,  at  the  time 
the  noble  lord  brought  forward  his  plan. 
Was  the  house  to'  suppose,  that  in  the  space 
of  six  months  an  excess  of  nearly  800,000/. 
had  accrued  in  the  extraordinary  expen- 
diture?  He  had  always  beei^  of  opinion, 
that  the  noble  lord's  supposition,  that  32 
millions  would  be  sufficient  prospectively 
for  the  country,  was  totally  fallaciotis,  an4 
he  had,  -  therefore,  recommended  to  the 
noble  lord  to  assume  a  larger  expenditure 
for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against  a  failure 
in  his  statements. 

Lord  ff.  P^tty  replied  by  appealing  to 
every  gentleman  who  had  heard  him, 
whether  h^  had  not  distinctly  excepted 
extraordinary  expenditure  by  subsidies, 
and  produced  by.  a  bill  of  stores  and  other 
articles,  from  Jhis  estimate  of  32  millions  } 
He  wished  again  to  set  himself  right  with 
the  right  hon.  gent,  and  the  house  on  tl^is 
point.  The  expenditure  of  the  present 
year  "afforded  the  only  comparatively  cer- 
tain data  whereon  to  found  any  cQlculd. 
tion  of  the  prospective  expenditure  of  the 
country.  The  expenditure  in  subsidies 
could  not  be  anticipated,  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  have  been  taken  into  any 
certain  calculation. 

Sir  r.  Turton  observed,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  kindled  with  the. warmth  of  a  ger 
nerous  mind  at  the  charge  of  fallacy ;  but 
this  was  not  meant  in  any  invidious  sense, 
The  event  had  proved,  thc^t  from  some 
•cause  or  other,  the  expenditure  could  ^o;  ^ 
he  confined  to  32  millions..  If  the  idea^  -.<% 
therefore,  had  gone  put  among  the  public, 
that  this  citterion  was  correct,  there  ss^^^ 
no  doubti  a  fallacy  with  respect  to  the  pub- 
lic. He  asked,  whether  the  5OQ,O06/.  sub- 
sidy to  Russia  was  in  consequence  of.  the 
treaty  o^  1805,  or  any  new  treaty  ?  [^lr, 
Vansittart  intimated  that  it' was  in  conse- 
quence of  tlie  old  treaty.]    Then  he  would 
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wish  to  know  whether  the  80,000/.  to  Pnift- 
fiia  was  the  whole  that  was  intended  to  be 
given,  or  whether  it  was  the  commencement 
of  something  further  ?  If  it  was  only  a  pre- 
vious step  to  something  further,  he  meant 
to  propose  a  motion  on  that  subject.  He 
th6ughtthat  subsidies  to  Prussia  ih  the  pre- 
aent  state  of  that  country  would  be  wastiug 
liioney.  it  would  produce  no  good  what- 
ever: the  fortresses,  for  the  preservation  of 
"jirhich  this  80,000/.  had  been  given,  had  been 
captured,  and  there  were  little  hopes  that  any 
assistance  of  this  sort  would  be  of  service. 
'Mr*  Vannttart  replied,  that  it  was  to 
wind  up  the  account  of  former  yearfe.  He 
ehtered  into  a  short  explanation  of  the  lub- 
ject  before  the  committee  ;  after  which  the 
resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  house 
leaving  been  resumed,  the  report  was  order- 
ed to  be  received  to-morrow. 

[Irish  MiscELLAwtona  Sbkvices— 
RoMA!^  Catholic  College.]  Mr.  Hob- 
bouse  brought  up  the  report  of  the  commit-' 
tee  of  supply.  The  resolutions  (jgrants  for 
the  service  of  Ireland)  were  read  and 
^reed  to,  until  the  resolution  for  granting 
the  sum  of  1 3^000/.for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  Roman  catholic  seminary  at  Maynooth, 
in  Ireland; on  which  a  discussion  arose. 

Mr.  Peratoat  rose  to  oppose  the  said 
^rant.  Since  he  had  last  stated  his  opi- 
nion to  the  house  on  that  subject,  he  had 
taken  no  slight  tneans' of  iicquiriug informa- 
tion, and  the  resuU  of  his  enquiry  Went 
iiore  ktedfastly  to  fiit  the  nioiives  of  his 
opposition.  It  was  not  the  atnount  of  the 
ium,"  increased  as  h  was  ?n  the  present 
instance,  that  solely  excited  his  hostility ; 
it  was  in  the  growing  nature  of  the  demand, 
iHat  he  saw  the  istrongest  ground  of  alai'm. 
As  the  Irish  parliament  had  thought  such  a 
ineasure  olF  policy  advisable,  he  w^s  still 
"willing  to  retain  the  principle  of  meeting 
that  determination  ;  itideed,  the  united 
legislature  were  bound  by  the  principles  of 
good  faith  to  continue  the  grant.  But  there 
was  a  Wide  difference  between  the  alJow- 
iitjciB  of  a  grant,  Averaged  annually  at 
SOOO/.f  and  the  concurrence  iii  demands, 
which  were  progressively  increasing,  and 
ias,  in  the  present  estimate,  actually  a^ 
tnoUhted  to  15,000*/.  There  was,  ib  his 
^ind,  another  very  ^trpng  grouVd  of  obje'c^ 
tibn  to  the  enlai^fnent  of  this  catholic 
yeminiary,  that  it  operated  to  the  p/cjudice 
of  the  UhWersity  of  Dublin,  The  bouse, 
by  adverting  to  thfe  Journals  of  th'e  Irish 
house  of  conim6nV.,  would  find,  thatfitwas 
a  groWiibg  practice  with  the  ftoman'CithOlic'. 


gentry  ip  Ireland,  to  send  dieir  sons  t&  that 
university,  pretious  to  the  foaodation  of 
the  Maynooth  seminary.  On  a  formisr 
occasion,  when  th^se  estimates  were  scb^ 
mitted  to  a  committee  of  the  house,  be  had 
argued  on  the  great  and  numerous  benefits 
wbich  would  arise  from  th^  joint  education 
of  both  Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants, 
in  the  same  university.  It  was  Affirmed  by 
the  right  hoti.  baronet  opposite,  (sir  J. 
Newport,)  that,  from  the  shortness  of  tlie 
period  since  the  ri*laiation  of  the  penal  sta- 
tute, which  j)inecluded  tli^  education  of  a 
catholic  in  the  university  of  Dublin,  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  a  great  number 
of  catholic  students  should  have  embraced 
that  opportunity.  But  the  actual  nutnberj 
whether  great  or  small,  could  not  affect  the 
question ;  if  the  o|>portunity  was  taken  ad-« 
vantage  of  by  any  cathohcs,  however  few, 
it  went  to  prove,  that  in  their  minds  there 
existed  no  prejudice  against  a  participation 
with  their  protestaOt  cbuntfymen  in  the 
same  collegiate  education.  The  Journals 
of  the  Irish  house  of  commons  gave  impor- 
tant information  upon  thatpoint.  In  peru- 
sing them  he  had  found,  that  at  the  period 
when  the  measure  of  founding  the  May- 
nooth seminary  was  submitted  to  the  Irish 
parliament,  the  Catholic^  themsdves  pre- 
sented a  petition  against  the  inexpediency 
of  excluding  the  Protestants  from  the  option 
of  being  educated  there.  The  prayer  o^ 
that  petition  iVas  grounded  on  the  great  na- 
tional benefits  a  cbmm'union  of  opinion  and 
mutual  good-will  wbresolilcely  to  produce. 
They  certainly  fielt,  what  every  true  friend 
to  England  and  Ireland  must  feel,  that 
friendship  and  cohciliation  would  follow, 
from  the  professors  of  the  two  religions 
being  associated  in  their  ieduCalion  ;  and  it 
was  with  no  light  sburce  of  regi-et  that  the 
circumstances  of  thecai^e  made  it  necessary 
to  declare,  that  the  oppoHiinity  bf  effecting 
such  beneficial  consiequencfes  w^s  sufterfed  to 
es<?apc.  Had  the  public  lijoney  been  at 
ibai  time  expended  *in  'ehlirrgirig  the  Uni- 
vertity  of  Dublin,  tnstek'd  of  adopting  the 
policy  of  k  separate  institution,  a  great 
object  would  have  been  oWLain'ed,.the  be^ 
n'efits  arfeing  frobi  which,  woiifti  be  found 
eveiry  day  to  increase.  Indeed  it  was  bot 
staying  too  Tiiiich,  to  asiume,  that  the  iu- 
t'efefets  of  the  Protpstant  university  appear- 
ed skcH'fic'ed  to  the  adviincem'^nt  uf  the 
Catholic  seminarjr.  Witbih  a  few  years, 
the  professors  of  t&fe  latter  institution  were 
dobblc^d ;  that  ts,  from  \)  'professors  origi- 
haJly,  there  wete  hovir  H* ;  ihd  ftwr  this  ii^ 
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ereftse  there  wae  no  dietinct  notion  e^er 
given  to  the  hou|e.  With  respect  to  the 
other,  or^gptigaous  seminary  for  the  eda- 
cdtion  of  ktymen,  there  was  something  in 
the  formation  pf  it  yery  inconsistent ;  inas- 
tnnch  as  the  private  subscriptions  on  which 
the  parliamentary  gratit  for  the  education  of 
Catholic  clergy  was  jfounded,  were  alto- 
gether appHed  to  its  support }  and  thus 
that  annual  grant,  which  was  intended  only 
as  an  aid,  had  now  become  the  primary  and 
only  fund  for  defraying  the  expences  allu- 
ding the  education  of  the  priesthood.  In^ 
the  University  pf  Dublin,  provisioti  was 
only  made  for  100  person9»  including 
fellows,  senior  and  junior  scholars,  and 
$izers ;  whilst  the  public  were  called  on  to 
defray  the  expences  of  200  Roman  Catholic 
professors  and  students  in  ^e  semitiary  at 
Mftynooth.  The  question  then  was,  to 
what  description  pf  persons  was  this  pre- 
ference given?  To  a  cla«s  of  subjects, 
who,  in  tbfeir  religious  tenets,  withhold  from 
their  lawful  sovereign  this  admission  of  his 
supremacy.  But,  it  h^d  been  contended, 
that  it  was  wise  tp  prevent  the  Cathclic 
prii^thopd  from  being  exposed  to  the 
mischief  of  a  foreign  education.  It  was  to 
him  rathipr  extraordinary  to  lay  so  much 
stress  upon  the  place  of  education,  when 
the  true  and  strong  principle  of  danger  and 
hostility,  existed  in  the  principles  of  that 
religion,  in  which,  whether  at  home .  or 
abroad,  they  were  unifornnly  educated, 
lie  wished  to  hive  an  enquiry  instituted 
into  the  nature  of  their  bye-laws  alto- 
gether ;  there  seemed  to  him  a  great  mys- 
tery about  this  institution.  There  was  no- 
thing like  a  visitprial  inspection,  no  enquiry 
as  to  the  mode  of  doctrine  artd  discipline 
instilled  and  exercised  on  a  numbter  cf  ycuth, 
Nncated,  if  not  in  avtersion,  at  least  in 
hostility  to  the  priticiples  of  the  Protestant 
establishnietlt.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  impress 
on  the  house,  that,  duritag  tht  first  years 
of  this  Catholic  institution,  the  vai*iou$ 
jgrants-givfen  by  jiarlianient  were  founded 
on  petitions.  In  the  present  case,  he  could 
not  say  whether  *  a  petition  was  ever  pre- 
sented;  but  oT  this  he  was  aware,  that  no 
'comrnittee  Was  ever  appoint!ed  to  enquire 
into  the  natu^  4nd  ie^tent  of  those  phns, 
'  upon  'which  this  application  wa^  grounded  i 
It  was  by  accident  that  he  had  talsen  notice 
of  thre  grant  on  a  fomier  occasion.;  the 
danger  of  admitting  the  growing  principle, 
and  of  thfs  house  giving  etfCuuragemeut  to 
such  permanent  expenc?s  and  increasing 
tfemands,  had  made  ]^  ^pbn'siderable  im- 


pression upon  hi$  inind  ;  an  impression 
\;^hich  should  induce  him  to  mov6,  '*  That 
the  ram  of  8,000/.  be  substituted  for  th^ 
sum  of  lS,dOp/.  at  present  inserted  in  thi 
resolution  of  this  committee." 

Sir  John  Newport. — Mr..  Speaker ;  I  feel 
myself  able  to  convince  the  house,  and  j[ 
hope  the  hon.  atid  learned  gent,  oh  th^ 
points  of  difference  between  us,  by  advert*- 
ing  to  the  acts  of  the  Irish  parliamenl 
which  particularly  referred  to  the  catbolife 
seminary  at  Miynooth.  If,  indeed,  thi 
learned  gent,  had  adverted  to  them,  hi§ 
surprise  that,  the  demand  for  that  institu- 
tion had  increased  from  the  average  gratit 
of  8,000/.  would  have  been  considerable 
lessened ;  for  he  would  Bavi?  found,  that  th% 
sums  voted  by  the  Irish  parliament,  varied 
almost  every  year  from  8  to  9  and  l0|000/« 
In  fact,  it  would  have  b6eil  found,  that, 
though  the  sum  of  8,000/.  was  the  avtirageii 
annual  grant,  yet  the  Irish  parliament  ex- 
pressly recoguized  the  principle  6Y  vai-jrini 
the  amount  of  the  grant,  accorcHng  to 
times  and  circumstances.  With  i-espect  td 
the  objection  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gent; 
that  the  existence^  niuch  more  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Maynooth  seminary,  was  prei 
judicial  to  the  interests  of  the  university  oi 
Dublin;  this  is  an  objiection,  ^hich  I  by  i^o 
means  admit ;  but  before  I  enter  on  an  in« 
vestigation  of  that  objection,  I  beg  leave  to 
appeal  to  that  liberal  and  minly  spirit^ 
which  marked  the  conduct  of  thfe  Catholics^ 
when,  in  the  petition  alluded  to  by  the  hon, 
and  learned  gent.,  they  strongly  deprecated 
the  ititention  of  excluding  their  Protectant 
countrymen  from  the  right  of  being  educa- 
ted at  the  college  6f  Maynooth,  But  what 
was  the  true  state  of  the  question,  and  how 
did  the  facts  fViUy  exemplify  that  it  operated 
in  no  -such  way  ?  that  the  increase  of  Ca- 
tholics at  the  university  of  Dublin  had  beeri 
progressive,  and  at  this  moment  there  w?s 
double  the  number  than  at  any  former  pe- 
riod. But  it  was  hot  in  the  university  of 
Dublin  that  the  number  of  catholic  stu- 
dents had  increased ;  many  of  the  higher 
orders  of  that  body  are  to  be  foUnd  at  the 
universities  in  England — at  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow.  But  tlie  hon.  and  learned  gent. 
has  said,  it  Would  have  been  a  ^iser  policy 
to  have  enlarged  the  university  of  Dublin, 
atid  directed  the  public  money  expended 
on  the  Maynooth  seminary,  to  meet  the 
provision  for  the  education  of  catholics 
there.  Enlarge  that  University,  1  answer, 
as  you  please,  and  you  advance  not  onfc 
step  to  \\\%  object  of  your  wishes.      Arid 
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the  reMoo  it  obvious,  because  persons  who 
are  to  be  instructed  in  the  doctrine  end  dis- 
cipline of  the  Romish  faith,  persons  whose 
intention  is  to  instruct  their  flocks  in  cer- 
tain articles  of  faith,  and  in  the  observance 
of  certain  religious  ceremonies,  will  never 
be  induced  or  forced  to  embrace  a  system 
of  education  foreign  from  those  intentions, 
and  which,  though  not  hostile,  are  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  opinions  of  those  whom  you 
would  select  as  their  preceptors.  Was  the 
house  to  adopt  such  a  liilfc  of  policy,  there 
would,  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  world,  remain  to  the  Catholic  but  one 
alternative,  namely,  no  education,  no  reli- 
gious observance.  They  are,  at  present, 
deprived,  in  a  great  degree,  of  foreign  edu- 
cation; the  monasteries  and  institutions, 
which  were  formerly  noted  for  those  pur- 
suits, have  been  entirely  overturned.  To 
Flanders,  Spain,  and  Italy,  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Irish  catholic  to  repair  fur  educa- 
tion ;  and  will  not  the  house  Xske  advan- 
tage of  such  circumstances,  and  duly  appre- 
ciate the  great  national  benefits  vhich  must 
arise  from  granting  to  them  a  domestic  edu- 
cation ?  To  restrict  them  to  the  University 
of  Dublin,  is,  in  other  words,  to  compel 
them  to  a  state  of  ignorance.  The  thing 
would  be  an  utter  impossibility ;  it  is  in- 
deed extravagant  to  expect  catholic  acqul 
otcence  in  a  scheme  directly  in  cleiiance  to 
the  religion  they  profess ;  nor  would  the 
professors  of  Trinity  college  do  their  duty, 
unless  they  performed  that  part,  which  the 
Catholic  could  not  conscientiously  approve. 
The  hon.  and  learned  geut.  has  asserted, 
that  the  accounts,  attaching  to  this  branch 
of  the  miscellaneous  expenditure,  have 
not  been  Vouched.  Had  he  thought  pro- 
per to  have  extended  his  enquiries,  he 
would  have  found,  that  the  commissioners 
of  the  imprest  accounts  had  as  regularly 
certified  this  branch  of  services  as  any 
other.  The  two  seminaries  have  been  said 
to  be  in  a  state  of  rivalry  and  hostility.  If 
sucl*  rivalry  and  hostility  exist,  I  am  sure 
they  exist  not  with  the  Catholics.  We 
have  also  been  assured,  that  there  is  no 
visitorial  power,  although  it  is  distinctly 
sj)ecified  by  the  statute,  that  the  lord  chau- 
xrellor  and  the  judges  of  the  country  shall 
be  visitors  of  the  morals  and  conduct  of 
the  scholars,  as  connected  with  civil  policy; 
-wisely  and  prudently  abstaining  from  any 
interference  either  in  their  religious  doc- 
trine, or  discipline.  If  this  measure  had 
not  been  over  and  over  discussed  by  the 
parliament  of  Irelundi  if  its  eligibility  had 


not  been  generally  admitted,  if  the  dimi^ 
nutioo  of  catholic  incumbents  was  not  by 
deaths  and  other  causes  ^ry  c^iaiderable, 
then  there  might  be  some  atnk  reasons 
for  not  voting  this  branch  of  expenditure 
without  mature  enquiry.'  Bat  I  ana  sure  it 
is  in  the  recollection  of  the  house,  that 
when  I  proposed  ^he  miscellaneous  ser- 
vices of  this  year,  I  did  most  particularly 
advert  to  the  increase  of  the  Maynooth 
grant ;  and  I  was  induced  to  make  the  ob- 
servation, anticipating  as  I  did,  an  opposi- 
tion, either  to  the  principle  or  aniount  of 
the  grant,  from  a  certain  quarter  in  this 
house.  1  did  think  there  were  certain  per- 
sons disposed  to  quarrel  with  that  nieasurc. 
But  why  quarrel  with  me,  and  not  quarrel 
with  my  predecessor  in  office  ?  The  objec- 
tion, in  consequence  of  its  not  bei.ag  refer- 
red to  a  committee,  as  a  money  graut,  was 
formerly  as  valid  as  it  can  be  now.  I  have 
introduced  nothing  new,  but  have  undevia* 
tingly  adhered  to  the  plan,  which  was  pre- 
viously chalked  out.  But  I  cannot  con- 
clude, without  impressing  on  the  house  the 
small  provision  which  is  claimed  for  the 
education  of  the  priesthood  of  at  least 
three  millions  of  people!  Every  principle 
of  humanity  and  sound  policy /seems  to.  me 
to  call  on  this  house  for  its  acquiescence. 

Mr.  Bankes  objected  to  the  additional 
grant  now  moved  for,  because  its  object 
was  to  double  the  number  of  the  students 
for  catholic  priesthood  in  Ireland,  and 
would  consequently  make  the  sum  of  5,000/. 
annual.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
catholic  priesthood  should  be  neglected; 
on  the  contrary,  he  thought  that  it  should 
be  supplied,  but  this  should  be  done  ij^  4 
different  manner  from  that  now  proposed. 
He  was  certain  that  the  object  could  be  ac-, 
complished  by  means  of  private  contribuf 
tions.  The  house  was  aware  that  several 
institutions  were  supported  in  this  way, 
and  be  could  not  discover  why  a  catholic 
seminary  might  not  be  adequately  support- 
ed in  like  manner.  The  state  h^d  not 
been  formerly  made  a  party  to  such  an  in- 
stitution ;  he  did  not  see,  therefore,  why  it 
should  be  incumbered  at  present^  Qu  the 
whole,  h^  apprehended  that  this  measure 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  popery  rif 
val  the  pro^est^nt  establishment  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Gra^an  thought  that  in  a  question 
of  this  kind,  that  involved  the  education  of 
a  great  portion  of  the  population  oi  the 
empire,  any  sect  of  Christians  should  be 
tolerated,  as  any  one  sect  of  religion  was 
better  Iha'^  no  religion  at  all.     He  was  asr 
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tODished  to  hear  from  an  bon.  gent,  over 
the  way,  that  if  the  Tloman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  were  to  be.  educated  in  the  prin^- 
ciples  of  tlieir  faith,  it  was  little  matter 
whether  they  received  that  education  in 
Ireland  or  in  France.     He  was  surprized  to 
hear  this,    because   it   went  to    say  that 
it  was  immaterial  whether  three  millions 
of  the  king's    own    subjects    were    edu- 
cated   at    the    expence    and  under    the 
protection  of   his  majesty's    government, 
or  whether   they  should  be  pensioners  on 
the  bounty  of   the    emperor    of  France. 
From  the  jealousy  hitherto  entertained  of 
the  growth  of  Catholicism,  that  jealousy  was 
founded  not  upon  the  .  mere  doctrine ;  not 
against  it  as  a  religion ;  but  against  its 
foreign  views,  its  foreign  connections,  its 
foreign  relations.    But  here  the  objection 
.  was  changed  ;  no  danger  was  apprehended 
from  those  foreign  relations;  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic might  go  abroad ;  but  if  kept  at  home, 
if  educated  in  the  bosom  of  his  country ,then 
he  would  be  dangerous.  .  Was  this  the  doc- 
trine?    If  it  was;  let  it  only  be  repeated  in 
order  to  be  refuted.     And  if  it  was  not ;  if 
foreign  connections  were  dangerous,  why 
promote  those  views   and  strengthen  those 
connections^  by  exiling  the  Roman  Catholic 
for  the  purpose  of  educating  him?     As  to 
economy,  43,000/.  had  been  just  voted  to 
the  Protestant  charter- schools ;  2 1 ,000/. vo- 
ted to  the  Foundling  Hospital ;  that  is,  with 
a  ready  hand,  ^1 ,000/.  had  been  given  to  the 
crimes  of  the  depraved,  and  it  was  to  be  dis- 
puted whether  13,000/.  was  to  be  given  to 
enlighten  and  to  instruct  three  miUions  of  a 
bold  and  hardy  peasantry.     Why  so  much 
freely  to  the  Protestant,  and,  why  dispute 
the  little  to  the  Catholic  ?    Did  not  this  do 
that  which  was  complained  of?    Did  it  not 
encourage  the  rivalry  so  much  apprehended, 
by  setting  up  one' religion  against  another; 
and  was  it  justice  so  to  do  ?     He  had  heard 
it  apprehended  that  the  institution  might 
tend  tb  encourage    the    Roman    Catholic 
professors  in   that  seminary,  in  the  latent 
dissemination    of    disloyally :  was  it    re- 
membered that  that  seminary  was  subject 
to  the  controul  of  visitors,  the  chancellor 
and  the  judges  of  the  land,  and  under  their 
controul  nothing  in  that  way  could  be  ap- 
prehended ?     He  wished  gentlemen  to  look 
more  largely    at  the   institotion ;  it  ori- 
ginated   in    wisdom^  and  would   be  pro- 
ductive of  good* 

.  Lord  Mahon, — Mr.  Speaker  ;  I  can  by 
no  means  coincide  with'  the  opinion  and 
GOticlu^ions  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gent. 


opposite  with  respect  to  this  measure  of  sup- 
port to  the  Catholic  priesthood.  In  my  mind, 
itshould  be  considered  on  the  more  enlarged 
principles  of  national  policy,  as  one  of  those 
great  and  desirable  means  of  connecting 
that  religion,  and  the  views  of  its  professors 
with  the  interest  of  the  state.     The  in- 
fluence   of  the  Catholic  priests    in  that 
country,  is  well  known  to   be  extensive  ; 
unfortunately,  the  events  of  the  rebellion 
have  too  strongly  exemplified  this;  and, 
under  such  a  conviction,  I  ask,  is  it  not  aa 
inestimable  benefit   to  have  th6  care  of 
their  education  committed  to  the  >govern- 
ment  ?  I  do  contend,  sir,  that  such  a  mea^ 
sure  is  more  than  a  necessary  one  ;  it  is  a 
great  act  of  national  policy,  and  even  were 
it  not  a  legacy  bequeathed  by  the  Irish  par- 
liament, I,  for  one,  should  give  my  vote* 
even   at   this    time^    for    a    similar   es* 
tbblishment.. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  felt  unaffected  pain  in 
offering  his  sentiments  upon  this  subject. 
He  wished,  however,  to  be  candidly  un- 
derstood.    He  was  not,  be  confessed,  one 
of  those  men  who  entertained  those  large 
and  liberal  views  on    religious  subjects, 
insisted  upon  with  so  much  energy  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  on  the  other  side  (Mr* 
Grattan) ;  he  was  not  so  much  like  a  cer- 
tain ruler,  of  whom  it  had  upon   a  late 
occasion  been  so  happily  said,  that  he  was 
an  honorary  member  of  all  religions.     He 
could  not  help  saying,  that  he  thought  the 
institution  inquestion  would  tend  to  disco^i- 
rage  the  growth  of  protestantism  in  Ireland  n 
He  must  add,  however,  that  he  thought 
tlie  policy  of  this  country's  conduct  towards 
that  part  of  the  empire  bad  been  a  most 
illiberal  and  ill-judged  one«    This  danger 
rous  system  of  intolerance  and  persecution 
had  been  too  long  preserved,  and  could 
not  be  too  speedily  abated.    At  the  same 
time,  if  protestantism  was  to  be  encouraged 
in  Ireland,  certainly  the  Maynooth  semi- 
nary did  not  contribute  to  that  most  desi- 
rable effect.    As  a  sincere  friend  to  the 
Protestant  religion,  he  was  unwilling  to  ex-*- 
tend  an  establishment  which  would  prevent 
the  propagation  of  that  religion.     He  al- 
lowed it  was  not  only  criminal  but  cruel 
in  the  highest  degree  to  oppress  or  restrain 
the  Catholic  religion  ;  but  it  was  no  op- 
pression not  to  favour  it  to  the  detriment 
of  the  Protestant  establishment. 

hor dHoxcick  agreed  in  the  principle 
of  his  hon.  friend,  that  it  was  not  only 
criminal  but  cruel  to  persecute  any  reli- 
gious sect,  but  it  was  something  very  .like 
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perMcotioa  to  r»fuM  tba  nstns  of  educa- 
fioQ  to  the  miDutert  of  the  catholic  reli- 
gioo.    He  wM  sore  that  his  hoD.  friend 
^fould  be  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  re- 
commeod    the   adoption   of  intolerance, 
jet,  wbeo   he  proposed  to  withdraw  the 
protection  of  the  state  from  the  catholic 
priesthood,    he  recommended   something 
like  persecotion«    He  was,  from  principle 
and  conviction,  a  member  of  the  esta- 
l>Usbed  religion,  because  he  thooght  it  the 
best  and  the  purest  on  the  face  of  the 
eartfaw     He  should  not,  however,   think 
himself  a  friend  to  the  protestant  establish- 
ment by  recommending  any  measure  which 
fould  excite  the  envy  or  the  hatred  of  the 
Catholics.    He    deprecated    any  attempt 
which  might  appear  like  an   inducement 
to  abandon  the  persuasion  in  which  they 
had  been  educated.     It  wguld  be  foolish 
to  endeavour  to  force  the  Catholics  into  the 
Protestant  church ;    but  if  this  were  im- 
practicable, what  could  be  done,  but  to 
asMst  in  making  them  Christians'?  Not  only 
the  policy,  but  the  necessity  of  such   a 
measure,  had  been  recommended  by  the 
duke  of  Portland  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Irdaud  in  179^,  when  his  grace  was  se- 
cretary for  foreign  affairs.     His   lordship 
then  referred  to  the  letter,  and  proceeded 
to  observe,  that  as  the  principle  of  the  in- 
stitution had  been  acquiesced  in  ever  since 
1795,  it  was  very  strange  that  the  present 
grant  should  be  resisted  ;  for,  as  gentlemen 
had  acknowledged  the  principle,  it  followed 
that  they  could  not  refuse  such  additional 
grants  as  times  and  circumstances  might 
tender  necessary,  as  the  operation  of  that 
wjry  principle  to  which  they  had  given 
Iheir  assent.     This  was  the  argument  ari- 
sing from  their  own  concession ;  but  in 
topport  of  the  argument  he  could  instance 
a  fact*  which  must,  he  was  confident,  es- 
tablish the  necessity  for  encouraging  home 
education  for  the  catholic  priests  of  Ire- 
land.    He  was  sorry  he  had  not  the  docu- 
ment about  him  then,  but  the  fact  was, 
that  Dr.  Walsh,'  a  priest  of  talents,  who 
was  appointed  head  of  the  college  esta- 
blished in  Paris  for  the  education  of  ca- 
tholic -priests,  had   used   every  -influerice, 
and  all  means  in  his  power,  to  induce  such 
of  the  Irish  catholic'youth  as  were  in  Lis- 
bon for  the  purpose  of  their  education,  to 
go  to  his. college.     He  had  offered  them 
tio^t  only  education,    but  bad   opened   to 
their   view,   every   temptation'   which    he 
thought  most  likely  to  withdraw  ihe^m  from 
•hWr  kinjriand  coHOtfy.     On  a  representa- 
tion of  the  matter  to  the  catholic  bis^' 


in  Irelandy  they  treated  it  as  it  deserved, 
and  denounced  exclusion  from  the  faith 
against  any  who  might  be  weak  enough  to 
i3\  into  the  snare  bud  for  thmr  alliance. 
This  threat  had  the  desired  effect.    But 
surely  we  should  not  leave  hia  inajesty's 
subjects  of  any  description  exposed  to  the 
temptations  of  the  enemy ;  and  what  could 
more  eiectually  give  us  security  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  Uian  the  ettablithment  of  a 
college  for  the  education  of  the  catholic 
youth  for  priesthood- f  It  had  been  pro- 
perly stated  by  fai^  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Grattan),  that  the  sums  granted  for  Protes- 
tant  esUblishments  were  very  ,  consider- 
able ;  they  were  so ;  but  what  vrould  na- 
turally be  the  fedings  of  the  Catholics  if 
parliament  refused  this  trifling  addition  ? 
They  were  men  capable  of  b^ng  roused 
by  neglect  or  insult  as  well  as   others. 
They  shonid  not  tlierefore  be  refused  the 
protection  of  the  state,  and  the  participa- 
tion of  the  advantages  of  religious  educa- 
tion.    Did   they   not  contribute  by  their 
industry  and  property  to  the  taxes  of  the 
state  ?  Did  they  contribute  nothing  to  the 
church  establishment  ?    Did  they  not  pay 
tithes  to  the  Protestant  clergy  ?  Did  they  not, 
as  well  as  any  other  description  of  subjects, 
contribute  to  the  wealth  and  security  of 
the  empire  ?    This  could  not  be  denied. 
Why  then  should  ihey  be  excluded  by  the 
house  of  commons  from  religious  educa- 
tion, or,  in  other  words,  from  Christianity 
itself?  He  really  thought  the  arguments 
advanced  by  the  right  hon.  and    learned 
gent.  (Mr.  Perceval)  on  this  subject,  were 
the  most  futile  he  had  ever  heard  from 
him.     He  fully  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Wilberforce-),  that  we  had  too  long 
neglected  to  take  the  situation  of  Ireland 
seriously   into  consideration.       He  con- 
fessed that  we  were  deeply  criminal  for 
the  part  we  had  acted  %  but  he  also  hoped 
that  we  should  begin  to  discharge  the  long 
arrear  against  us.     For  his  own  part,  Kc 
candidly  owned,  that  he  should  feel  that 
the  proudest  and  happiest  day  of  his  ex- 
istence when    he    rtiight  be  able  to  set 
about  the  work  of  making  dp  for  the  time 
which  had  been  mispentwith  respect  to 
Ireland.    On  the  whole,  tf  circumstances 
made  it  necessary  to  have  the  grant  larger, 
he  should  most  ^fdially  support  it*;  of 
course,  he  gave  his  full  assent  to  the  reso* 
Jiition  now  pro  posed.-*- After  a  few  words 
from  Mr.  M  ay  in  favour  of  the  grant,the  ori- 
girtal  refiolulicm  was  thei>  put  and  carried. 
The  other  resolutions  were  also  severally 
^carried.  APPENDIX. 
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TABLES  ANi>  CALCULATIONS  R&- 
aMCTiNG  THE  PLAN  ofFINANCE 

PBOPOSED  to  PARLIABIENT  IN  1807. 

See  p^  564. 

THE  araoants  of  the  PUBLIC  DEBT 
appotfing^  throtighout  these  calculatiotis,  are 
computed,  not  on  the  nominal  capital  of  the 
debt,  but  on  its  money  capital,  or  real  value, 
according  to  the  different  prices  of  the  Funds 
anumed  in  the  respective  Tables.  Thus,  in 
those  Tables  which  are  calculated  on  the 
present  rate  of  interest,  or  5  per  cent.,-  the 
1  per  cents,  arc  valued  at  60 ;  the  4  per 
cents,  at  80 ;  and  the  5  per  cents,  at  par  : 
and  the  whole  amount  of  debt  is  stated  on 
the  result  of  those  different  valuations.  The 
Sinking  Funds,  being  in  all  cases  paid  in 
ftwney,  are  of  course  not  liable  to  any  such 
distinction  between  nominal  and  real  value. — 
It  is  also  necessary  to  observe,  that  in  the 
several  Tables  F.  «r  G.— H.  &  I.  in.  which 
the  amount  of  Debt  and  of  Sinking  Fund  in 
different  years  are  stated,  all  those  sums  are 
calculated  upon  a  suppoation  of  the  opera- 
tion of  this  plan  ;  and  therefore  the  amounts 
in  the  columns  of  Sinking  Funds  cpcpress  not 
the  total  amourftto  which  those  fuuds  would 
have  accumulated,  if  no  deduction  had  been 
made  from  them,  but  the  amount  as  it  would 
standi  after  deducting  from  them  those  por- 
tions of  the  excesses  of  the  Sinking  P'und, 
above  the  interest  of  the  unredeemed  debt, 
which  are  to  be  made  applicable  to  the  pub- 
lic service. 

N.  B.  A  small  variatipn  will  be  found  to 
have  arisen  in  the  calculations  of  some  of 
the  amounts  of  the  Sinking  Funds  of  the 
Supplementary  Loans,  from  the  circuro- 
itancc  of  their  havine  been  computed  by 
decimal  fractions.  But  the  difference  in 
the  results  is  too  small  to  be  of  any  im- 
portance. 
Vol.  Vlll.^Jpptndk.  .        ..    ^ 


LIST  OF  THE  TABLES;  WITH 
THEIR  C0NTENT;S. 

I.— ^TABLES  RESP«cTiNG  War-Loans. 

Ail — Shews  the  amount  of  the  loans  which, 
will  be  charged  on  the  war  taxes  in  each 
year,  and  of  the  pcM'tions  of  the  war  taxes 
which  will  be  successively  pledged  to  pro- 
vide for  the  interest  and  sinking  funds  of  such. 
loan»«-— 3  per  cents,  at  60 . 

A.  2. — Shews  the  effect  of  a  six  per  cenlf. 
sinking  fund  operating  in  the  redemption  of 
debt  at  4  per  cent,  mterest. — $  per  cents, 
at  75-  ( 

A*  3. — Shews  the  effect  of  a  seven  per 
cent,  sinking  fund,  operating  in  the  redemp* 
tion  of  debt  ai  5  per  cent.— S  per  cents, 
at  pai'.  ^ 

IL— TABLE  SHEWING  the  Amount  op 
Supplementary  Loans,  to  provide 
for  the  present  expenditure. 

B.— Shews  the  means  by  which  an  an- 
nual extraordinary  expenditure,  to  the  amount 
of  32,600,000/.  may  be  defrayed : — ^And 
the  respective  amounts  of  the  vf  ar  loans^  jthc 
supplementary  loans,  and  the  unappropri- 
ated residue  of  the  war  taxes. 


IIT;— -TABLE  SHEWING  the  Difference 
BETWEEN  Debt  created,  and  Sinking 
Fund  applied  in  each  Year. 

B.  2. — Shews  the  difference  between  thp 
total  amount  of  the  loans  to  be  raised  in  each 
year  ; — and  the  total  amount  of  the  sinking 
funds  of  the  same -year,  after  deducting  from 
the  Utter  the  excesses  to  be  taken  from  them; 
according  to  the  proposed  plan.— 3  per  cents. 
u  60. 

JB:  3.-»*-$hew8  .the  difference  between  the 
total  ^viount  of  debt  which  wss  created  in 
each. year,  and  the  total  amo«nt  of  the  slnk«> 
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ang  foods  i|yplied  todie  extmcdon  of  debt  in 
the  same  yctr,  iiom  1795  to  1806,  both 
inclustve. 

.  B.  4.— Shews  the  diffierence  between  the 
total  amouut  of  the  loans  to  be  imised  in  each 
year,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  sinking 
lands  in  the  same  year,  after  deducting  from 
the  latter  thecxoesses  to  be  taken  fiom  them, 
according  to  the  proposed  plan.  ~  3  per 
cents,  at  irarioos  prices,  from  tfO  to  75. 

B.  5. — Shews  the  difference  between  the 
total  amount  of  the  loans  to  be  raised  in  each 
year,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  sinking 
funds  in  the  same  year,  after  deducting  the 
excesses  to  be  taken  ftom  them,  according  to 
the  proposed  olaQ.--3  per  cents,  at  various 
prices,  frona  6d  to  100. 

B.  6.--Sh^atoneYtew  die  results  of 
tables  B.  jl^^B.  4.«-«id  B.  5. 


IV.--TABLES  SBtwiiTG  the  Amoxjht  of 

iKTERBSTANDSllTKIirG  FUWDOF  SVPPLB- 

MEKTARY  Loans,  and  the  Amount  of 
Wew  Taxes  to  be  raised  for  that 
purpose. 

C— Shews  the  amount  of  the  suppkmen- 
tory  loans,  and  of  the  wterest  and  !^inking 
fund  to  be  provided  for  on  accouuf  of  the 
same  in  each  year ;  and  the  atnount  of  new 
taxes  which  will  be  required  for  that  pur. 
pose,  according  to  the  piuoosed  .plan.— 3 
per  cents,  at  60. 

C.  ?.— ^hews  the  amount  of  the  supple- 
mentary loans,  and  the  interest  and  sinking 
fiind  to  be  provided  for  on  account  of  the 
same  m  each  year ;  and  the  amount  of  new 
^axcs  which  will  be  required  for  that  purpose, 
according  to  the  proposed  plan.— 3  per  cents, 
at  various  prices,  from  60  to  75. 

C.  3 — Shews  the  amount  of  the  snpple- 
mentary  loans,  and  the  interest,  and  sinkiriff 
tund  to  be  provided  for  on  account  of  the 
same  in  each  year;  and  the  amount  of  new 
taxes  which  will  be  required  for  that  pur- 
pose, according  to  the  proposed  plan.— 3 

C.  4,— Shews  at  one  view  the  results  of 
tablesC— andC.  3. 

v.— TABLES  RELATING  to  the  Excesses 

OF  the  present  Sinking  Fund. 

D— Shews  the  amount  of  such  portions 

ot  the  excesses  of  the  present  sinkin?  fcmd, 

..above  the  interest  of  the  present  debt,  as  will 

be  applied  in  each  year,  from  the  commence- 

-ment  of  I817,   ja  the  reduction  of  the 

an^untof  new  taxes,  according-  to  th  pro- 

43osed  plan.— 3  per  cents,  at  60; 

D.  2.— Shews  tho  amount  of  sudi  por- 


tioDs  of  the  cxoessci  of  tiie  pfcmt  ankmg 
fund,  above  the  interest  of  the  picsent  cieb^ 
as  will  be  applied  in  each  year,  ftom  the  oom«. 
menceoBent  of  1 817,  in  the  reduction  of  the 
amount  of  new  taxes,  acoofdiag  to  the  pro- 
posed plan. — ^3  per  cents,  at  varioua  prices, 
from  DO  to  75. 

D.  3.— Shews  the  amount  of  such  por- 
tions of  the  excesses  of  the  present  anfeng 
fund,  above  the  interest  of  the  present  debt, 
aswiU  be  applied  in  each  year,  fsom.  tiie 
oommencement  of  1817f  in  the  reduction 
of  the  amount  of  new  tszes^  according  to 
the  proposed  plan.-*-3  per  cents,  at  vanous 
prices,  from  60  to  100. 

D«  4. — Shews  at  one  view  die  results  of 
tables  D.— D.  2.--andD.  S. 

£.— Shews  the  total  amount  of  the  cacces- 
ses  of  the  present  sinkiqg  fund,  above  the 
interest  of  the  present  debt,  as  thqr  would 
stand  if  the  whole  excesses  were  deducted  as 
they  arise,  instead  of  deducting  only  the  por- 
tions of  those  excesses  stated  in  tobk  D. — 3 
per  cents,  at  60. 

£.  £.^-^hew8  the  total  amount  of  the  ex- 
oesses  of  the  present  smking  fund  above  the 
interest  of  the  pi«sent  debt,  as  they  would 
stand  if  the  whole  excesses  were  deducted  as 
they  arise,  instead  of  deducting  only  the 
portions  of  those  excesses  slated  ui  table  £>. 
2.— 3  per.  cents,  at  various  prices,  from  60 
to  75. 

£.  3.— -Shews  the  total  amount  of  the  ex- 
cess^ of  the  present  sinking  fund,  above 
the  wterest  of  the  present  debt,  as  they 
would  stand  if  the  whole  excesies  were  de- 
ducted as  they  arise,  instead  of  deducting 
only  the  portions  of  those  excesses  stated  in 
table  D.  3.-3  per  cents*  at  various  prices, 
from  60  to  100. 

£•  4.— Shews  at  one  view  the  results  of 
tables  E — ^E.  a and  E.  3. 

VL   TABLeS  shewing  the  Amounts  or 

THEIR  RESPECTIVE  DebTS  AND  THEIR  RE- 
SPECTIVE SINKING  Funds. 

WAR  LOANS. 

F. — Shews  the  total  amount  of  the  debt 
to  be  charged  on  the  war  taxes;  and  of 
the  sinking  fund  applicable  to  its  extinction 
=  ra  each  year.— 3  per  cents  at  60.  - 

F.  S.— Shews  the  total  amount  of  the 
dclit  to  be  charged  on  the  war  taxes ;  and  of 
the  sinking  fiind  applicable  to  iU  extinction 
in  each  year.— 3  per  cents,  at  various  prices, 
from  60  to  75. 

F.  S.-i-Shews  the  total  amount  of  the 
debt  to  be  charged  on  the  war  taxes ;  and  of 
the  sinking  fund  applicable  to  its  extinction 
in  each  year.— 3  per  cents*  at  various  prices, 
from  60  to  100*  ^ 
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F.  4.-*-^hewi  «t  one  view  die  dtifbtnt 
results  of  tables  F.— F.  2--«nd  F.  9 . 


SUPPLEMENTARY  LOANS. 

G.— Shews  the  total  amoant  of  the  debt 
created  by  supplementary  loans,  and  of  the 
sinking  fund  applicable  to  its  extinction  in 
each  year. — 3  per  cents,  at  60. 

G.  l2.-^Shews  the  total  amount  of  tht 
debt  created  by  supplementary  loans*  and  of 
the  sinking  fund  applicable  to  its  extinction 
in  each  year— 3  per  cents,  at  various  prices, 
from  60  to  75. 

G.  3. — Shews  the  total  amount  of  the 
debt  created  by  supplementary  loans,  and  of 
the  sinkin^r  fimd  applicable  to  hs  extinction 
in  each  year.--^5  per  cents,  at  various  prices, 
irom  60  to  100. 

G.  4*-^Shews  at  one  view  the  different 
Jesuits  of  tables  G.— G.  2 and  G.  3. 


PRESENT  DEBT. 

H.— Shews  the  total  amount  of  the  pre- 
sent debt,  and  of  the  present  nnking  fund, 
as  it  will  stand  m  each  year,  after  deducting 
from  the  latter  the  portions  of  the  excesses 
above  the  interest  of  the  debt,  according  to 
the  proposed  p]an.-^3  |icr  cents,  at  60. 

H.  2> — Shews  the  total  amount  of  the  pre- 
sent  debt,  and  of  the  present  sinking  fund, 
as  it  will  stand  in  each  year,  after  deducting 
from  the  latter  the  portions  of  the  excesses 
above  the  interest  of  the  debt,  according  to 
^he  proposed  plan. — 3  per  cents,  at  various 
prices,  from  60  to  75. 

H.  3. — ^Shews  the  total  amount  of  the 
present  debt,  and  of  the  present  sinking  fund, 
as  it  will  stand  in  each  year,  after  deducting 
from  the  latter  the  portions  of  the  excesses 
above  the  interest  of  the  debt,  according  to 
the  propose^  plan.-*-3  per  cents,  at  various 
prices,  from  60  to  100. 

H.  4. — Shews  at  one  view  the  different  re- 
sults of  tables  H.— H.  2.— and  H.  3. 


ALL  THE  DEBTS  COMBINED. 

L^^Shews  the  combined  amount  of  the 
war  debt  (table  F.)  — die  supplementary  debt 
(table  G.)-— and  the  present  debt  (table  H.) 
and  of  their  respective  sinking  funds  in  each 
year .---3  per  cents,  at  60. 

L  2. — Shews  the  combined  amount  of 
the  war  debt  (table  F.  2.) — the  supplemen- 
tary debt  (table  G.  £.)-*and  the  present 
debt  (table  H.  2.)— and  of  their  respective 
sinking  fiinds  in  each  year.—- 3  per  cents,  at 
various  prices,  from  60  to  75. 

I.  3. — Shews  the  combi'ied  amount  of  the 
war  debt  (table  F.  3.>— the  supplementary 
debt  (tabic  G.  3.} — and  the  present  debt 


(table  H.)—4Uid  of  their  respective  nnking 
fond  in  each  year.— S  per  cents,  at  various 
prices,  from  oO  to  100. 

L  4.—- Shews  at  one  view  the  different  re« 
suits  of  tables  I^— L  2.— and  1. 3. 


VIL— TABLES  ^HBWtNG  thb  Compara- 
tive Amovkts  of  New  Taxes  to  be 
imposed  accob1>ino  to  the  peesent 
System,  and  accoedimg  to  the  pro- 
posed Plan. 

K. — Shews  the  comptiative  amount  of 
new  taxes  which  would  be  required  annually 
if  the  services  of  each  year  were  provided  for 
according  to  the  present  syslem  and  accord-* 
ing  to  the  proposed  plan  respectively  .-«*-3  per 
cents,  at  fiO. 

K.  2.— 6hevirs  the  comparative  amount  of 
new  taxes  which  would  be  required  annually 
i  the  services  of  eaqh  year  were  provided 
for  according  to  the  present  system  and  the 
proposed  pbm  respectively. — 3  per  cents,  at 
various  prices,  from  60  to  7^* 

K.  3. -"-Shews  the  comparative  amount  of 
new  taxes  which  would  be  required  annually 
if  the  services  of  each  year  were  provided  for 
according  to  the  present  system  and  according 
to  the  proposed  plan  respectively. — 3  per 
cents,  at  vaHous  prices,  from  GO  to  100. 

K.  4.— Shews  at  one  view  the  diflferent 
results  of  tables  K.—K.  «.— and  K.  3. 

L.— Shews  the  comparative  total  amount 
in  any  given  years,  of  new  taxes  which, 
would  have  been  imposed  if  the  service  of 
such  year  were  provided  for  according  to  the 
present  system,  and  according  to  the  pro- 
posed plan  respectively. — 3  per  cents,  at  6o. 
L.  2. — Shews  the  comparative  total  a- 
raounts,  in  any  given  year,  of  new  taxes 
which  would  have  been  imposed  if  the  ser- 
vice of  each  year  were  provided  for  accord- 
ing to  the  present  system,  and  according  to 
the  proposed  plan  respecdvely. — 3  per  cents, 
at  various  prices,  from  60  to  75. 

L.' 3. —Shews  the  comprative  total  a^ 
mounts,  in  any  given  year,  of  the  new  taxes, 
which  would  have  been  imposed  if  the  ser- 
vice of  each  year  was  provided  for  according 
to  the  present  system  and  according  to  the 
proposed  plan.*— 3  per  cents,  at  various  pri- 
ces, from  60  to  100. 

L.  4.— Shews  at  one  view  tlie  different' 
results  of  tables  L. — ^L.  2.— and  L.  3. 


VFI!.— Miscellaneous  TABLES  respect- 
ing THp  Redemption  op  the  Public 
Debts. 

M.— Shews  the  actual  operation  of  the 
various  siaking  funds  which  hsve  been  ap- 
plied to  the  extinction  of  debt  since  1786. 
N.-^hews  what  would  be  the  amount 
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of  the  old  debt,  and  tbe  imcmitb  of  the* 
^'^iaking  fund  ajiplicable  to  its  «xti0CtiQii,j 
in  any  year  for  2%  yeaiB,  according  to  the 
present  system,  and  the  proportion  per  cent.' 
which  the  sinking  Bind  would  on  ihat  aufH 
position  bear  to  the  debt  in  each  year.  Also 
what  would  be  the  amount  of  the  wholej 
debt,  and  the  amount  of  the  sinking  inndi 
applicable  to  its  extinction,  in  the  same  years, 
acoor<Mng  to  tiie  proposed  plan  ;  and  the  pro-< 
portion  per  cent,  which  that  sinking  fund' 
would  bear  to  such  debt  in  each  year. — 3 
per  cents,  at  60. 

N.  2. — Shews  what  would  be  the araonnt 
of  the  whole  dtbt,  and  the  amount  of  the 
sinking  fund  applicable  to  its  extinction*  in 
any  year  for  20  years,  if  11  millions  were 
borrowed  for  ihe  service  of  each  year, 
jiccording  to  the  present  i^rstem,  and  the 
proportion  per  cent,  which  the  sinking 
fund  would  on  that  supposition  bear  to 
the  debt  in  each  year.  Also,  what  would  be 
the  amount  of  the  whole  debt,  and  the 
amount  of  the  sinking  fund  applicable  to  its 
extinction,  in  the  same  years,  according  to 
the  projxjsed  plan,  and  th^  pcoportion  per 
cent,  which  that  sinking  fund  would  bear  to 
the  debt  in  each  year. — 3  per  cents,  ^t  va- 
ribus  prices,  from  &0  to  75. 

N.  3. — Shews  what  would  be  the  amount 
of  the  whole  debt,  and  the  amount  of  .the 
sinking  fund  applicable  tp  its  extinction^  in 
any  year  of  20  years,  if  11  millions  w^ere 
borrowed  for  the  service  of  each  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  system;  and  tlje  pro- 
portion jper  cent,  which  the  sinking  fund 
"Would  9n  that  supposition  bear  to  the  debt 
in  each '  year.  Also,  what  would  be  the 
amount  of  the  whole  debt,  and  the  amount 
of  the  sinking  fund  applicable  to  its  ex- 
fiqction,  in  the  same  years,  according  to  the 
proposed  plan ;  and  the  proportion  per 
tent,  which  that  sinking  fund  would  bear  to 
the  debt  in  each  year. — 3  per  cents,  .at  va- 
rious prices,  from  60  to  100. 

N.  4- — Shews  at  one  view  the  results  of 
Tables  N.— N.2.— and  N.  3.. 

p. — Shews  the  total  amount  of  the  money 
capital  of  debt  which  would  have  been  re- 
deemed at  any  given  periods  of  the  continu- 
ance of  war,  for  20  years,  if  11  millions 
were  borrowed  annually,  according  to  the 
present  system ;  also,  the  total  amount  of 
inon.ey  capital  of  debt  which  wilUhavebeeBiSer 
deemed  at  the  coi;rcsponding  periods^  accoid- 
Jng  to  the  proposed  plan.  —  3  per  cents, 
at  60. 

0. 2. — Shews  the  total  amomit  of  the 
money  capital  of  debt  which  would  have 
been  redeemed  ^t  any  given  periodis  of  the 


oontiiMiaiioe  of  war,  fat  tO  yean,  if  11 
millions  wcse  boitowedanaiMlly,  according 
to  the  present  system  ;  also,  the  total  amount 
of  m<iney  Capital  of  debt  which  will  have 
been  redeemed  at  the  corresponding  periods, 
aocoidmg  to  the  proposed  plan. — 3  per 
cents*  at  various  prices,  from  60  to  75. 

O.  3. — Shews  the  total  amotint  of  the 
money  capital  of  debt  which  wonld  have 
been  redeemed  at  any  ^ven  periods  of  the 
continaance  of  war,  for  20  years,  if  11  mil- 
liona  were  borrowed  annnally,  according  to 
the  present  system;  also,  the  total  amount  of 
mon^  capital  of  debt  whidl  v^ill  have  been 
redeemed  at  the  corresponding  periods,  ac- 
cording to  the  proposed  plan. — 3  per  cents. 
at  various  prices,  from-60  to  100. 

O.  4.— Shews  at  one  view  t}ft  <fiflfcrcnt 
resoks  of  tables  O.^O.  2.— and  O  3. 

P.-^Sbews  the  periods  at  which  an 
amount  equal  to  all  future  loans  to  be  raised 
according  to  the  proposed  plan,  would  be 
redeemed,  cm  vanous  suppositions  of  the 
prices  of  the  3  per  cents,  stocks,  and  accord- 
ing to  twodifiereoc  modes  of  application  of 
the  sinking  fond  at  'the  end  of  those  20 
years. 


rX.— TABLES  RESPECTING  THE  PERIODS 
AT  WHICH  THE  WAR  TAXES  WOULD  BE 
RELEASED,  ON  DIFFERENT  SUPPOSITIONS. 

WAR  TAXES. 

Q. — ^She'v^  the  amount  6{  war  taxes 
which  may  .be  released  at  the  end  of  any 
given  year  after  1815  (supposing  peace  to 
take  place  in  any  such  year)1)y  the  applica- 
tion of  the  excesses  of  the  present  sinking 
fund  alone,  added  to  what  m\\  fell  in  bjr  the 
operation  of  the  revolving  series  of  14  years. 
—3  per  cents,  at  60. 

Q.  2. — Shews  the  amount  of  war  taxes 
which  may  be  released  at  the  end  of  any 
given  year  after  1815  (supposing  peace  to 
take  place  in  any  such  year)  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  excesses  of  .the. present  sink- 
ing fund  alone,  ^dded  to  what  will  fall  in  by 
the  operation  of  the  revolving  series  of  H 
years.  -^S  per  cents,  at  various  prices,  from 
60  to  75. 

Q.. 3 .—Shews  the  amoaatof  war  taxes 
which  may  be  released  at  the  end  of  any 
gk^enysear.  after  1816  (supposing  peace  to 
takepkce  in  any  such  year)  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the-  ebccesses  of  the  present  sinking 
fund  a^one,  added  to  what  will  fall  in  by  the 
operation  of  the  revolving  series  of  14  y^^* 
— 3  per  cents,  at  various  prices^  from  60 
to  100. 

'    Q.  4. — Shews  at  one  view  the  different 
results  of  tables  Q,--Q.  2^— andQ,  3. ' 
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propfrty.tax. 

R. — Shews  the  amount  of  the  war  taxes 
which  would  be  released  at  the  end  of  any 
given  year,  when  peace  might  take  place,  if 
the  pnnciple  of  rendering  disposable  the  ex- 
cess of  the  sinking  fund  above  the  interest  of 
the  debt  were  applied  on  the  return  of  peace 
to  the  debt  charged  on  the  war  taxes,  as 
wrcil  aa  to  the  present  debt.  And  in  that 
event  shewing  how  much  the  property  tax 
would  remain  pledged  at  the  end  of  any- 
given  year,  supposing  the  other  war  taxes, 
exclusive  of  the  property  tax,  to  produce 
9>500,000/.  per  annum,  and  the  property 
tax  to  produce  11,^00,000/.  so  as  to  com- 
plete ■the2X^Q00,6QQ/.i^S  per  «eau;  at^. 

R.  2. — Shews  the  amount  of  the  war 
taxes  which  would  be  released  at  the  end  of 
any  given  year  when  peitce  might  take  place, 
if  the  principle  of  renderiiig  disposable  the 
excess  of  the  sinking  iiind  abov^  l^e  inte- 
rest of  the  debt  were  applied  on  the  return 
of  peace  to  the  debt  charged  on  the  war 
taxes  as  well  as  to  the  present  debt.  And  in 
that  event  she^dngliow  mufc;!^  of  the  property 
tax  would  rqmain  pledged  at  the  end  of  any 
given  year,  supposing  the  other  war  taxes, 
exclusive  of  the  property  tax,  to  produce 
9,500,000/.  per  annum,  and  the  property  tax 
to  produce   U,500,000/«  was  to  complete 


the  21,000,000/.— 3  per  cents  at    various 
prices,  from  60  to  75. 

R.  3.— Shews  the  amount  of  the  war 
taxes  which  would  be  redeemed  at  the  end  of 
any  given  year  when  peace  might  take  place» 
if  the  principle  of  rendering  disposeable  the 
excess  of  the  sinking  fund  above  the  interest 
of  the  debt  were  applied  on  the  return  of 
peace  to  the  debt  charged  on  the  war  taxes  as 
Well  as  to  the  present  debt.  And  in  that 
fevcnt,  shewing  how  much  of  the  property 
tax  would  remain  pledged  at  the  end  of  %nj 
given  year,  supposing  the  other  war  taxes, 
exclusive  of  the  property  tax,  to  produce 
99  500,000/.  per  ann. ;  and  the  property  tax 
to  produce  11,500,000/.,  so  as  to  complete 
21  j000,000/.— 3  per  cents,  at  various  prices^ 
from  60  to  100. 

R.  4. — Shews  atone  view  the dificrent re- 
sults of  tables  R.— R.  2.-^andR.  %. 


INCOME  TAX  of  1798. 
S.— Shews  the  amount  of  debt  for  which 
the  income  tax  stood  pledged  at  the  time  of 
its  Repeal  in  ld02,  and  the  periods  in  which 
that  part  of  th^  income  tax  which  was  appli^ 
cable  to  the  extinctioh  ofthp  said  debt  woul^ 
on  the  return  of  peat%  hate  extinguished  the 
same;  at  various  prices  of  stQck>  viz*  at^O^ 
75i  and  at'pan  •     •        • 
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TABLE    A. 


themiagf  Tbe  Amount  of  the  Loanb  which  would  be  charged  in  tatk 
ancoenire  Year  upon  the  War  Taxbs  ;  and  the  Amount  of  the  War 
Taxbs  pledged  in  each  sucoeauTe  Year,  to  proTide  fw  the  Intereat  and  Sink- 
ing  Funds  of  such  Loams. 


I. 


2. 


S, 


«. 


5. 


Loan 

War  Taxes 

Year, 

Commcndiig 

in  each  Year 

upon  the 
Credit  of  the 

nfedgedinnacfa 
Year  to  provide 
for  tbe  Inteiett 

TOTAt 

of  War  Taxes 
pledged. 

• 

present  War 

and  Sinking 

Taxes* 

FundofLoeq. 

^• 

/•• 

^. 

5  January,  1807  ••    ••    •• 

12,000,000 

i,200;ooo 

1,200,000 

5  Januaiy,  1108  ••    ••     •• 

12,000,000 

1,200,000 

2,400,000 

5  January*  1309  ••    ••     •• 

12,000,000 

1,200,000 

3,600,00a 

5  Januaiy,  1810  ••    ••    .. 

14,000,000 

1,400,000 

5.000,000 

^^Janaaiy,  1811 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

6,600,000 

5  January,  1812 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

8,200,000 

5  JaDuary,  1815 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

••  9,800,000 

5  Januaiyy  1814 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

11,400,000 

5  Januaiy,  1815 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

13,000,000 

b  January,  1816 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

14,600,000 

5  January,  1817  ••     ••     .. 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

16,200,000 

5  January,  1818 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

17,800^000 

5  Januaiy,  I8I9 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

19,400,000 

$  Januaiy,  1820 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

21,000,000 

5  January,  1821 

12,000,000 

•M, 200,000 

21,000,000 

5  January,  1822 

12,000,000 

1,200,600 

21,000,000 

5  January,  1823 

12,000,000 

1,200,000 

21,000,000 

^  January,  1824  ..     ••    .. 

14,000,000 

1,400,400 

21,000,000 

5  January,  1825  ••     .,     •• 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

21,000.000 

5  January,  1826 

16,000,000 

1,600,000        21,000,000    1 

••  From  this  Table  it  appears,  that,  supposing  peace  to  take  place  at  the  end  of  7  years 
from  this  time,  no  more  than  9,800,000/.  of  the  war  taxes  would  then  have  been  mortga^ 
gcd,  and  consequently  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  property  tax  (which  is  estimated  to 
produce  1  ly  millions  out  of  the  21  millions)  might  then  be  taken  off  immediately  on  tbe 
.conclusion  of  a  peaco.  It  will  be  shewn  in  another  of  these  tables,  in  what  mode  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  property  tax  on  the  return  of  peace  may  be  provided  for,  even  suppo- 
sing the  war  to  last  beyond  these  7  yfcars. 

•  ^  This  sum  is  the  portion  of  war  taxes  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  loan  of  the 
first  year,  and  which  being  set  free  in  1821  by  the  redemption  of  a  sum  equal  to  that  loan, 
will  thai  become  applicable  to  the  charge  of  a  fresh  loan  to  the  like  amount.  The  like  ob- 
servation applies  to  adl  the  succeeding  sums  in  this  column. 
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Shewing  the  Effect  of  the  Operation  of  a  Sinking  Fund  at  Six  per  Cent  in 
the  Redemption  <^a  Debt  erf  Twelve  Millions  of  Money  Capital,  (which  is  the 
Amount  of  the  first  Year's  War-Loan,  according  to  the  proposed  Plan. — ^The 
Prices  of  3  per  Cents,  aie  supposed  to  be  at  75|  and  consequently  the  Inteocst 
of  Money  4  per  OenL 


1. 

t. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Amount  of  Money 

Amount 

YEAR. 

Capital  of  Debt 

at  the 

Commencement 

of 

each  Year. 

of  Sinking  Fund 

at  the 
Commencement 
of    . 
eachYctf. 

AmountofMoaejr 

Capitol  of  Debt 

«t  the  CIoM  of 

'eachYemr. 

* 

. 

£• 

/. 

£' 

1807 

12,000,000 

780,000 

H,280,006 

iao8 

11,280,000 

748,800 

10,531,900 

1809 

10,531,200 

.    778,758 

9,752,448 

1810 

9,752,448 

809,908 

8,948,546 

1811 

8,942,546 

848,298 

8,100,248 

1812 

8,100,248 

875,989 

7,884,859 

181S 

7,224,259 

911,083 

6,813,831 

1814 

6,313,2il 

947,469 

5,365,763 

1815 

5,365,762 

985,367 

4,380,395 

• 

1816 

4,580,595 

1,084,781 

3,355,614 

1817 

3,355,614 

1,065,772  • 

2,889,848 

1818 

2,289,842 

1,108,408 

1,181,440 

1819 

1,181,440 

1,152,738* 

28,702  • 

•  The  sinking  fund  in  this  Uble  is  supposed  to  operate  by  compound  bterot  at  the 
yearly  rate  of  4  per  cent.  But  v  the  unking  fund  would  be  applied  quarterly,  the  capital 
of  debt  redeemed,  and  the  progresgive  amounts  of  the  sinking  fund  would  be  greater  than 
the  computations  in  this  table  represent  them  ;  the  result  of  this  mode  of  computation  will, 
however,  suffidently  shew  that  a  6  per  cent,  sinking  fund  operating  by  compound  inte- 
rest at  4  per  cent,  would  redeem  its  capital  in  13  years. 
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Shewing  tbe  Efiect  of  the  Operation  of  a  Sinking  Fund  of  7  per  Ccst.  in  the 

,  Redemption  of  a  Debtof  Twelve  MiUions  of  lifoney  Capital,  (which  is  the 

Amount  of  the  firat  Yeat'g  War  Loan,  acoanUng  to  the  pteposed  Plaii).    The 

Price  of  8  per  Cento,  if  sappoMsd  to  be  at  ftur,  and  coiMquei^  the  loterest 

Honey  J  per  Cent. 


1. 


t. 


5. 


4. 


*" 

Amount  of  Money 

Amount 

CniitalofDebt, 

ofSinkihgFund 

AmountofMoney 

at  the 

tt  the 

Capital  of  Debt 

YEAR. 

Commencement 

Goonncncfiaeiit 

at  the  close  of 

of 

of      . 

each  Tear. 

« 

eadi  Ycar» 

CMliYetf. 

.     £. 

£. 

r. 

1807     ... 

ii8,ooa,ooo 

840,000 

11,160^000 

1808     .     .     . 

11,160.000 

865,200 

10,294^800 

1809     •     •     . 

10.SS!4,800 

891»156 

9,403^644 

181Q     .     •     . 

9*403,644 

917,89p 

8,483,754 

1811     .    .     . 

8,485,754 

945,426 

7,540,328 

1813     •    .    . 

■ 

7*^40,328 

973,78« 

6,566,540 

1813     .     .     . 

5^566,540 

l\003,00l 

5,563,539^ 

1814    •     •     . 

6,563,539 

,    1,033,091 

4,530,448 

1815    ... 

4,530,448 

1,064,083 

M^5365 

.    1816    .     .     . 

3,466,365 

1,096,005 

1^,370,360 

1817     .     .     . 

a,370,36O     • 

l,12d,885 

l,24i,47« 

1818     .     .     . 

l,t4rl,475 

l,lB3,75k 

78,724* 

.   *  TVip  sinlrvno 

^  fiind  in  tKiA  ^I^Ia-ia 

rtff  Tixr  romrirwini? 

5. 


yearly  rate  of  3  per  cent.  But  as  the  sinking  fund  .^ould  ^  be.  applied  quartcrly>  tbff 
capital. of  debt' rtdeemod,  and  the  porog^es^ire  amounts  of  the  sinking  fund,  would  he 
greater  than  t)[ie  computations  in  this- table' reprcfsentthem  ;  the  result  of  this  mode  of  com- 
putation will,  however,  sufficiently  rtiew,  that  a  7  per  cent,  sinking  f^^nd,  operating  ^1 
compound  interest  at  3  per  cent.,  would  redeem  its  capital  in  about  12  years. 
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TABLE    B.  S. 


Sbj^wiqg  the  Means  by  which  an  Ai^nual  extraordinary  Expend ituje,  to  the 
Amount  of  £.  S«,006,qqO,  may  if^  defray^fl  in  each  Yean 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4* 

5. 

Yeab, 

Commencing 

Loan 
in  each  Year, 
tip6ntheCfe(£t 

of 
War  Taxes. 

WAp.  Taxes 
not  pledged, 
hjit  remsdning 
applicable  to 
the  Service  of 
the  Year.* 

Supplementary 

Loahs  required 

for  the  Service 

'    of 

the  Year. 

• 

Total 

provided  for 

in  each 

Yean 

5  January,  1807     •     •     • 

12,000,000 

19,800,000 

200,000 

32,000,000 

5  Januaiy,  1808      . 

12,000,000 

18;600,O0O 

14000,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1809      • 

12,000,000 

17,400,000 

2,600,000 

32,ooo;ooo 

5  January,  1810     • 

14,000,000 

16,000,000 

2,000,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1811  -  . 

16,000,000 

14,400,000 

1,600,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1812     •     . 

16,000,000 

12,800,000 

5,200,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  IdlS     .     . 

16,000,000 

li;200,000 

4,800,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1814     .     * 

16,000,000 

9,600,000 

6,400,000 

32,000,000 

5  January*  1815    .    * 

16,900,000 

8,000,000 

8,000,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1816 

I6»000,000 

6,400,000 

9,600,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1817     .     . 

16,000,000 

4;800,000 

11,200,000 

32,000,OoO 

5  January,  1818.    .  . 

16,900,000 

3,200,000 

12,800,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1819     .     . 

16,900,000 

1,600,000 

14,400,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1820     •     . 

16,000,000 

Nik 

16,000,000 

32,000,000 

5  Januaiy,  1821      • 

12,900,000 

Nil. 

20,000,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1822      . 

12,000,000 

Nil. 

20,000,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1823      •     < 

12,000,000 

Nil, 

20,000,000 

32,000,000 

5  Januaiy,  18S4     .  ., 

14,000,000 

Nil, 

118,000,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1825     .     , 

f6,0OO,OOO 

Nil. 

16,000,000 

32,000,000 

5  January,  1826     ..     • 

16,000,000 

Nil. 

16,000,000 

32,000,000 

♦  Note. — For  the  amount  of  tvar-taxes  pledged  in  each  yesur,  to  provide  for  interest 
and  nnking  futid  of  the  )oans  charged  upon  tihose  taxes ; — ^See  Table  A,  column  4. 
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l« 


Shewing  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Loan  in  any  given  Yeart  according  to  the  proposed 
Plan;  and  the  Amount  of  the  toul  Sinking  Fund  in  thes  aihe  Year :  ^ao  the  Differeoce 
hetween  the  Total  Amount  of  tbe  Loan,  and  thc^  Total  Amount  of  tbe  Sinking  Fund  ia 
each  Year.    Tlie  3  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  continue  at  60. 

!•  8.  3.  4.  5*  6. 


YEAt, 

ConunenciQg 

Amount  of  the 

Loan 

charged  on  the 

War  Taxes 

in  each 

Year. 

Amount 
of  the 
Supplemen- 
tary Loan 
in  each  Yeaf 

Total 

Amount  of 

the  Loan 

in  each  Year. 

Total 
Amount  of 
the  Sinking 

Fund  in 
each  Year. 

Difference 
between  the 

Total 

Amount  of 

the  Loan, 

indtheTottl 

Amount  of 

the  Sihkin? 

Fond  in  each 

Year. 

5  January,  1807  •  • 

13,000,000 

4^. 

200,000 

£. 

12,200,000 

8,935,042 

3.264,958 

5  January,  1808  •  • 

12,000,000 

1,400,000 

13,400,000 

10,005,126 

3,394,874 

b  January,  1809  •  • 

12,000,000 

2,600,000 

14,600,000 

11,148,714 

3,451,286 

,b  January,  1810  •  • 

14,000,000 

2,000,000 

16,000,000 

12,439,482 

3,560,518 

ff  Januaiy,  1811  •  •• 

16,000,000 

1,600,000 

17,600,000 

13,888,120 

3,711,«80 

5  January,  1812  •  . 

16,000,000 

3,200,000 

19,200,000 

15,435^858 

3,764,148 

5  January,  1813  f  • 

16,000,000 

4,800,000 

20,800,000 

17,087,649 

Z'Jl^fi^^ 

5  January,.  1814  .  • 

16,000,000 

^6,400,000 

22,400,000 

18,848,697 

3,551.303 

5  Januaiy,  1815  .  • 

16,000,000 

8,060,000 

24,000,000 

20,724,463 

3,1575,537 

5  January,  1816  .  . 

16,000,000 

9,600,000 

25,600,000 

22,720,685 

2,879,315 

5  January,  1317  •  • 

i(5,ooo,ooa 

11,1200,000 

27,290,000 

24^096,7 1 8 

3,103,282 

5  January,  I9IS  •  • 

16,000,000 

12,800,000 

28,800,000 

25,461,552 

$fi^BM^ 

5  January-,  I8I9  .  . 

16,000,000 

14,400,000 

30,400,000 

26,814,628 

3,585,372 

5  January,  1820  .  . 

16,000,000 

16,000,000 

Sfe,0OO,000 

28,155,358 

3,844,642 

5  Januaiy,  1821   .  . 

12,000,000 

20,000,000 

32,000,000 

27,963,124 

*,036,876 

6  January,  1822  .  ; 

12,000,000 

20,000,000 

32,000,000 

27,761,279 

4,^38,721 

5  January,  1823  .  . 

12,000,000 

20,000,000 

33,000,000 

27,549,341 

^,450,659 

5  January,  1824  .  , 

14,000,000 

18,000,000 

32,000,000 

27,326,807 

4,673,193 

5  Januaiy,  1825  .  . 

1 6,000  jOOO 

16,000,000 

32,000,000 

27,093,146 

4,906,854 

5  January,  1826  .    • 

16,000,000 

1^000,000 

32,000,000 

26,901,360 

5,098^ 

*  The  sums  in  this  column  will  of  coui^  shew  bow  much  will  be  borrowed  in  eacb 
year  more  than  will  be  paid  oflf  in  the  same  jear. 
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TABLE    B.  3. 


Shewing  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Monet  Capital  of  Debt  ci^ed  in  each 
Year  from  1793  to  1806,  both  inclusive,  and  the  Amount  of  the  correspond-* 
ing  Sinking  Fund ;  also,  the  Diflferenoe  between  the  Money  Capital  of  Debt 
created,  and  the  Amount  pf  the  corresponding  Sinking  Fimd  applied  to  the 
Extinction  of  Debt  in  each  Year. 


1. 


5. 


4. 


5. 


Year. 

Money  Cai^tal 

of  Debt, 
created  in  each 
Year.  ^ 

Amount  of  the 
Sinking  Fund, 
applied  in  each 
'     Year. 

Bifierence 
between  the 
Amount  of  the 
VIoney  Capital 
of  Debt  cre- 
ated, and  the 
Amount  of  the 
Sinking  Fund 
applied  in  each 
Year, 

• 

.   .   . 

r- 

£'. 

£' 

1  Feb.  1793,  to  1  Feb.  1794. 

4,500,000 

1,630,615 

2,869,395 

1794  to  1795     -     -    -    - 

12,907,452 

1,872,200 

11,035,252 

1795  to  1796    -    •     -     - 

19.490,647 

2,143,595 

17,347,052 

1796  to  1797    -    -    -     - 

29,726,797 

2,639,724 

.27,087,073 

1797  to  1798     -    .     -     - 

44,029,399 

3,352,579 

40,676,820 « 

1798  to  1799    -    -     -     - 

15,000,000 

3,987,923 

11,062,077 

1799  to  1800    .    -     -     - 

15,500,000 

4,257,547 

11,242,453 

1800  to  1801     .     -     -    ^ 

18,500,000 

4,578,690 

13,921,310 

1801  to  1802    .... 

34,410,450 

5,075,854 

29,336,596 

1802  to  1803     .... 

23,000,000 

5,639,500 

17,360,500 

1803  to  1804    .     -    ^.     . 

10,000,000 

5,970,102 

4,029,898 

1804  to  1805    .... 

10,000,000 

6,470,738 

3,529,26a 

1805  to  I8O6    .... 

21,526,699 

7,128,078 

14,398,621 

I8O6  to  1807     .     -    •»    . 

18,000,000 

7,773,400 

10,226,600 
• 

Total  of  oolunui  4 
Average  of  these  1^ 

-.^....^    ^ 

214,122^99 

L    Vt^HTU         a            M          M          .          .          .         « 

15,294,492 

*  yCiuv     •       .■•..#■.• 

Average  of  the  first  14  Teanin  TaUe  B.  S.    -      - 

3,459,850 

DiffiareQce 

ll,8S4,$49 

. 
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PARL.  PAPERS.— Ttf^/^  and  CalaMwu  reipeetiMg 

TABLE    B.4, 


[XIJV 


Shewing,  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Loan  in  any  given  Year,  according  to 
the  proposed  Plan,  and  the  Amount  of  the  corrraponding  Sinking  Fund  ;  also 
the  Differeacei  between  the  Tetal  Amount  of  the  Loan,  and  the, lx>ul  Amount 
of  the  corresponding  Sinking;  Fund  in  each  Year.— The  3  per  Cents,  are  sup- 
posed to  continue  for  the  1st  Year  (vi^.  18070  at  00 ;  thefa  to  riafe  to  63. 16. 
and  so  to  continue  for  «  YeaiS,  viz.  during  1808  And  1800 ;  thfen  to  me  to«^. 
66.  an4  so  to  continue  tbr  S  Yedrs,  vis.  during  18  lOand  1811;  then  toriseto  70. 
58.  and  80  to  continue  for  2  Years,  viz.  during  1812  and  1813 ;  ^nd  then,  viz. 
in  18 14,  to  rise  to  75,  and  to  continue  at  that  Price  throughout  the  rest  of  the 


i-erioa  o 
1. 

I  %u  I  ears. 

1 
3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

YXAR. 

Amount  of  the 
Lo«i    . 

charge^  on  the 

Wlr  Taxes 

in  each  Year. 

Amount  of 

the 

Supplementary 

Loan 
In  each  Year. 

Total 

Amount 

of  the 

Loan 

in  each  Year. 

i'otal  Amount 

of  the 
linking  Fund 
in  each  Year. 

Diffenaoe 
betveeo  the 
ToUl  Amoant  o{ 
the  Loan  and  tbe 
ToUl  Amottotoi 
the  Sinking  Fond 
inemchYetr.* 

1807    -    - 

12,000,000 

200,000 

12,200,000 

j9. 

8,935,042 

3,264,9^ 

1808    -    - 

ip,ooo,ooo 

1,400,000 

13,400,000 

10,033,958 

3,366,042 

1809    -    - 

12,000,000 

2,600,000 

14,600,000 

11,181,735 

3,418,26^ 

1810    -    - 

14,000,000 

2,000,000 

16,000,000 

12,512,869 

3,487,131 

1811    .    . 

16,000,1000 

1,600,000 

17,600,000 

13,979,949 

3,620,051 

1812    -    - 

16,000,000 

3,200,000 

J9,«00,000 

15,574,383 

3,625,617 

1813    -     . 

16,000,000 

•    4,800,000 

20,800,000 

17,224,300 

3,575,700 

1814    -    - 

16^000,000 

6,400,000 

22,400,000 

19,001,664 

3,893,336 

1815    -    - 

16,000,000 

8,000,000 

24.000,000 

20,8'28,395 

.  3,171,605 

1816    -    - 

16,000,000 

9,600,000 

25,600,000 

22,749,529 

2,850,471 

1817    -    - 

16,000,000 

11,200,000 

27,200,000 

24,629,857 

2,570,U3 

1818    -    - 

16,000,000 

12,800,000 

28,800,000 

26,063,050 

2,736,950 

1819    -    . 

16,000,000 

14,400,000 

30,400,000 

27,489*570 

2,910,430 

1820    -     - 

16,000,000 

16,000,000 

32,000,000 

28,909,151 

t  3,090,849 

1821    -    - 

12,000,000 

20,000,000 

32,000,000 

28,785,516 

3,214,484 

1822    .    - 

12,000,000 

20,000,000 

32,000,000 

28,65^,935 

>,34S,065 

1823    -     - 

^  12,000,000 

20,000,000 

32,000,000 

28,523,211 

3^476,789 

1824    -    -. 

14,000,000 

18,000,000 

32,000,000 

28,384,137 

3,615,863 

1825*  -    - 

16,000,000 

16,000,000 

32,000,000 

28,301,177 

3,698,823 

1826    *•  - 

16,000,000 

16,000,000 

32,000,000 

28,282,707 

3,717,293 

•  The  sunw  tn  this  column  ^ill  of  course  show  how  much  would  be  btfrro^M  in  web 
ye#r,  more  diah  would  be  paid  off. 

t  The  average  of  the  l4  years  in  Table  B.  3.  is     .      .      .      .    ^.15,294,492 
The  average  of  the  Erst  1 4  years  of  this  Table  is    .  .  S,220,4tf7 


Difference    •    .    .    jg.  12.074,025^ 
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PARL.  PAt^ERS.— ^^c  N^  Plan  tf  finance. 

TABLS    B.  5. 


fttfi 


Shewing  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Loan  in  any  given  Year,  accordii^  to  tt\t  proposed  Pbil^ 
and  the  Aoiount  of  the  corresponding  Sinking  Kund ;  also,  the  PifFerences  between  the  To- 
tal Amount  of  the  Loan,  aiid  the  Total  Amount  of  the  corresponding  Sinking  Fund  in  each 
Year.  The  3  per  Cehts.  afe  supposed  to  cotrttinie  for  the  Ist  Yew  (viz.  1807,)  at  60  ; 
then  to  rise  to  63. 6Q.  and  so  to  continue  for  2  Years,  viz.  during  1808  and  I8O9  ;  thea 
to  rise  to  75.  and  so  to  cdntinue  f6r  2  Years,  viz.  during  1810  and  1811 ;  then  to  rise  to 
85.  71*  and  so  to  continue  for  2  Years,  viz.  during  181^  and  1813  ;  and  then,  viz*  ia 
1814,  to  rise  to  par,  and  to  continue  at  that  Price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Period  of 
20  Years. 


_^'l- 

Z. 

3. 

4. 

V. 

..    .     .6...... 

YiAR. 

Amount  of  the 

Loan 

charged  on  the 

War  Taxes 

in  each  Year. 

Amount  of  the 

Supplementary 

Loan  in  each 

Year. 

Total 
Amount  of  the 

Loan 
in  each  Year 

Total  Amount 

of  the 
Siriking  Fund 
in  eiach  Year. 

Differanoe 
between  the  Total 
Amount  of  the 
LOM  tM  tk« 
Total  AiiKuat 
of  the  Sinkiof 
Foad,  !h  eaeh 
Yeah* 

1807    -    - 

12,000,000 

200^000 

12,^00,000 

8,935,042 

1808     -     - 

12,000,000 

1,400,000 

u,4oo,ooa. 

10,063^795 

S.,i36fiOS 

1809    -    - 

12,000,000 

2,600,000 

14,600,000 

11,314,623 

3^85,37/ 

1810     •    - 

14,000,000 

2^000,009 

16,000,000 

12,690,446 

S,i09,554 

1811     -     - 

l6,C/00,000 

1,600,000 

17^600,000 

1*,179,896 

3,420,604 

1819    *    - 

16,000»000 

5,200,000 

19,$0€^000  ■ 

15,823,005 

3,«76,095 

1813     *     - 

16,000,000 

4,800,000 

20,ho0,000 

tfM2J42 

.     3,l«7,258 

1814    -    - 

16,000,000 

6,400y000 

22,400,000 

1^68,286. 

»,i31,7U 

1815    -    - 

16,000,000 

8,000,000 

24,000,000 

21,046,334 

2.953,666 

I8I6    -    p. 

i6tOOOiOoo 

9,600,000 

25,600,000  . 

€2,893,723 

2,ro6;Z77 

1817    •.  - 

16,000,000 

11,200,000 

27,i200,ClOO 

24,^12,S33 

2,887,467 

1818    -    - 

16,000,000 

12,800,000 

28,S00,0OO 

26,292,908  ! 

2,407,092 

1819    -    - 

16,000,000 

14,400,000 

,30,400,000  ' 

27,769,694; 

.     2,630,306 

1820    -    - 

16,000,000 

16,000,000 

32,000,000 

29j242,784 

+  2,757,216 

1821     -    - 

12,000,000 

20,000,000 

32,000,000 

29,160,066 

2,839,934 

1822    .    • 

12,000^000 

20,000,000 

32,000,000 

29,074,866- 

2,925,134 

1823     -    - 

12,000,000. 

20,000,000 

32j000,000 

'29,128,304 

3,871,496 

1824    -    - 

14,000,000 

18,000,000 

32^000,000 

S9,142»690  ' 

2,857,310 

1825    ^    - 

16,000,000 

16,000,000 

32,000,000 

59,095,890 

6,904,110 

1826    '-    - 

16,000,000 

16,000,000 

32,000,000 

29,065,719 

2,934,281 

•Tli  suidsln  ^tSa  Cblumn  wDl  of  cwhe  shct^r  how  tmidh  Hw&uld  be  bdr«o^ed  ia  each 
year,  ibore  thtok  woufd  be  paid  ofF. 

^  S*  average  of  the  14  years  in  Table  B.  3.  is       .     •     .     ilei5,294  49t 
iTlcivcftgeortbcfirst  14  years  of  this  Tabic  18      .     .     .      3,028,127 


Difierencc 


j^.12,266,365 
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PARJL.  PAPERS.— -To^^et  Md  Cakuktkiu  respecting 

TABLE    B.6. 


[xxviu 


Sbewiog  at  on^  Yiew  the  different  Resu  lta  of  the  three  Tables,  B,2.  B.  4.  &  B  5. 

l8t  Supposition — Table  B.  2. 
The  5  per  cents*  are  supposed  to  contimie  at  (k>.  tfanmgkout  the  whole  period  of  20  yean. 

td  Supposition— Table  B.  4. 

The  3  per  cents,  are  sopposed  to  continue  for  the  Ist  year  (viz.  1 807)  at  60. ;  then  to 
rise  to  63.  16*  and  so  to  continue  for  two  years  (viz.  during  1808  and  1809);  then  to  rise 
to  66.66,  an4  so  to  continne  for  two  years  (viz.  daring  1810  and  1811);  then  to  rise  to 
70.58*  aiid  so  to  continue  for  two  vears  (viz.  durin«r  1 812  and  1815;  and  then  (viz.  in  1814) 
lo  ri«  to  75.  and  to  continue  at  that  price  throughout  the  rest  of  tlie  period  of  20  years. 

Sd  Supposition — Table  B.  5. 

The  3  per  cents,  are  supposed  to  continue  for  the  Ist  jear  (viz.  1807)  at  60.  ;  then  to 
rise  to  66,66.  and  so  to  continue  for  two  years  (viz.  dunng  1808  and  1809)  ;  then  to  rise 
to  76-  and  so  to  continue  for  two  years  (viz.  during  1810  and  1811) ;  then  to  inae  to  85.7K 
and  so  to  continue  for  two  years  (viz.  during  1812  tfnd  1813) ;  andthen  (viz.  in  1814)  to 
rise  to  par,  and  to  continue  at  that  price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  period  of  20  years. 


> 


Ist  Supposxtion. 


Difterence  between 
the  Total  Amount 
of  the  Loan,  and 
the  Total  Amount 
|of  the  Sinking  Fund 
in  each  li^ar. 


1807 
1808 
1809 
IBIO 
1811 
1812 
1815 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
I8I9 

ipso 

1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 


3,264,958 
3,394,874 
3,451,286 
3,560,518 
3,711,880 
3,764,142 
3,712,351 
3,551,303 
3,275,537 
2,879,315 
3,103,282 
3,338,448 
3,585,372 
3,844,642 
4,036,876 
4,238,721 
4,450,659 
4,673,193 
4,906,854 
,5,098,640 


2d  Supposition. 


Diflference  between 
the  Total  Amount 
of  the  Loan,  and 
the  Total  Amount 

of  the  Sinking  Fund 
in  each  Year. 


Difierence  between 
the  Total  Amount 
of  the  Loan,  and 
the  Total  Amount 
of  the  Sinking  Fund 
in  each  Year. 


£. 
d,264,95a 
3,366,042 
3,418,265 
3,487,131 
3,620,051 
3,625,617 
3,575,700 
3,398,336- 
3,171,605 
2,850,471 
2,570,143 
2,736,950 
2,910,430 
3,090,849 
3,214,484 
3,343,065 
3,476,789 
3,615,863 
3,698,823 
3,717,293 


3d  Supposition. 


3,264,958 
3,336,205 
3,285,377 
3,309,554 
3,420,604 
3,376,095 
3,327,258 
3,131,714 
^^953,666 
2,706,^77 
2,387,467 
2J,507,09« 
2,630,306 
2.757,216 
2>839,934 
2,925,134 
2,871,496 
2,857,310 
2,904,110 
2,934,281 
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PARL.  PAPERS.— M<?  New  Tlan  <f  Finance. 

TABLE    C 


[xxx 


Shewing  thcAncountof  the  Supplements^ry  Loans  required  in  each  Year,  of  two  gucqesavc 
Seriesof  ten  Years  each,  conmiencing  with  1807. — Also  the  Amount  of  the  Int^rest,and 
Sinking  Fund  of  1  /6'Oth  (or  One  per  Cent,  upon  the  nominal  Capital  created)  to  be  pro- 
Tided  for  on  account  of  those  I-oans* — ^Alsothe  Effect  of  the  Apolication  of  the  Expiring. 
Annuities  to  that  Purpose  during  the  first  Series,  on  an  Average  of  seven  Years;  * — ^and  tb^ 
Effect  of  the  Application  to  the  same  Purpose,  both  of  the  Expiring,  Annuities,  and  of  the 
Excesses  of  the  present  Sinking  Fund  (according  to  the  Plan  now  proposed)  during  Use 
second  Series,  supposing  the  S  per  Cents,  at  60. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

*. 

New  Taxes  to  be  im- 

/ 

posed  Id  each  Year, 

on  an  average  of  7 

• 

Amount  of 

Amount  of 
Interest  and 

Yean  from  1810,for 
Interest  and  Sinking 
Fund  of  Supplemen- 

Supplemen- 

Sinking Fund 

tary  Loans,  if  the 

Year, 

tary  Loans 

to  be  provided 
for  in  each 

Expiring  Annaities 
be  taken  in  aid  of  the 
first  3  Years  from 

Commencing 

required  in 

Year,  on  ac- 
count of  the. 

1807,  and  if  both  the 
expiring  Annai^es 

1                 ' 

each  Year. 

Supplementary 
Loans,  f 

and  the  Excesses  of 
the  present  Sinking 
Fund  be  applied  in 
like  manner  to  the 
2d  Series. 

* 

5  January  1807     -    -    - 

200,000 

13,333 

Nil. 

5  Januarj  1808     -    -    - 

1,400,000 

93,333 

5     Nil. 

5  January  I8O9    -    -    - 

2,600,000 

173,333 

|.     Nil. 

5  January  1810    -    -     - 

2,000,000 

133,333 

%  f  293,000 

5  Januaxy  1811     -    -    - 

1,600,000 

106,666 

;.  I  293,000  . 

5  January  1812     -     -    - 

3,200,000 

213,333 

§  )  293,000 

5  January  1813     -    .    - 

4,800,000 

320,000 

>  \  293,000 

5  January  1814    *    -    - 

6,400,000 

426,666 

S  1293,000 

5  January  1815     -     .     r 

8,000,000 

5S3,S3S 

s  /  293,000 

5  January  I8I6    •     -     - 

9,600,000 

640,000 

'S  V  293,000' 

5  January  1817    -    -     - 

11,200,000 

746,666 

H  /  Nil. 

5  January  1818     ... 

12,800,000 

853,333 

< 

NU. 

5  Januaiy  I8I9    •    -    - 

14,400,000 

960,000 

Na.   • 

5  January  1820     -    -    - 

16,000,000 

1,066,666  , 

i 

Na. 

5  January  1821     -    .    . 

20,000,000 

1,333,333 

Si 

Nil. 

5  January  1822    -    -    - 

20,000,000 

1,333,333 

SS(    Nil.        1 

5  January  1823     -    -    - 

20,000,000 

1/333,333 

Nil.    • 

5  January  1824    -    -    - 

18,000,000 

1,200,000 

§ 

Na. 

5  January  1825    •    -    - 

16,000,000 

1,066,666 

^ 

Na. 

5  January  1826    -    -    . 

16,000,000 

1,066,666 

2\  NU. 

, 

♦  Note.— The  annuities  taken  into  these  calculations  as  expiring  within  these  two 
successive  seriesof  ten  years,  are  as  follows,  viz.  15^515/.  which  expire  intheycar  1807.— 
370,000/.  being  so  much  of  the  short  annuities  as  areliot  pledged  for  the  interest  of  the 
deferred  stock  upon  the  loan  of  1802,  and  which  will  expire  in  1808. — ^230,000/.  im- 
perial annuities  which  will  expire  in  1820— And  67,547/.  life  annuities,  granted  in 
William  and  Mary  and  Geo.  II.  which  are  supposed  to  have  fallen  in  by  the  year  1820. 

t  Note. — It  will  be  obvious  that  this  3d  column  will  ^hew  the  amount  of  new  taxes 
which  must  be  annually  imposed  according  to  the  present  plan,  supposing  no  aid  were 
derived  to  it  from  the  expiring  annuities,  or  from  the  excesses  of  the  sinking  fund.— 
A  succeeding  Table  will  shew  the  much  larger  amount  of  taxes  which  must  be  annually 
imposed,  if  the  services  of  these  years  were  provided  fpr  in  \hp  ordinary  mode. 
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PARL.  PAPERS.— r«3ib  aad  CaknUUiont  mpectmg 

TABLE    C.  2. 


[zxiii 


Shewing  die  Amoant  of  the  Supplbmentart  Loavs  required  in  etch  Year  of  two  suc- 
conve  Series,,  commencing  i^h  1807  ;  and  also  the  Amoant  of  the  Interest  and  Sinking 
Fmid  of  1  per  Cent,  upon  the  Nominal  Capital  to  be  proTided  for  on  aooount  of  those 
I/AQS.  Alto  the  Effect  of  the  A  {plication  to  that  Parpoie  of  the  Expiring  Annuities,  and 
of  a  Sum  arising  from  the  Rcdoiction  of  the  5  per  Coat,  to  a  4  per  Cent.  Fund,  during 
Idle  first  Series,  on  an  Airerage  of  7  Years ;  and  the  Effect  of  die  Applicadon  to  the  same 
Purpose,  both  of  the  Expiring  Annuities  and  of  the  Excesses  of  the  present  &n1dng  Fund 
fMconliBg  to  the'  Plan  now  proposed)  during  die  second  Series. — ^The  Prices  of  3  per 
Cents,  supposed  to  Yarj  in  the  manner  stated  m  Col  fi.  of  this  Table. 


U 


3. 


4.t 


i. 


New  Taxes  to  be  imposed  in  each 
Yctr  on  an  Average  of  Seven 
Years  from  1810,  for  Interest  and 
3inkiflg  Fund  of  Supplementary 
Loans,  if  the  Szphred  Annuities, 

and  a  Sam  arising  from  the  Reduc- 
tion of  the5  per  Cents,  to  a  4  per 
Cent.  Fund  f ,  be  taken  in  Aid  of 

the  first  Series,  and  if  both  the  ex- 
pired AnnoitifS  and  thf  Excefws 
of  the  present  Sinking  Fand,  be 


1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812- 

1815 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 


60      =5 
.63-.l6=41 


66-66=z4| 
70-58=:4i 
75       =4 


200,000 

1,400,000 

2,600,000 

2,000,000 

1,600,000 

3,200,000 

4,800^000 

6,400,QQ0 

8,000,000 

9,6Q0,000 

11,200,000 

12,800,OQO 

14»4QO,000 

lb,000,000 

20,000,000 

20,pOQ,OQO 

20,099^P0 

18,000^000 

10,000,000 

16,000,000 


13,333 
88,665 
164,665 
120,003 
9M02 
1^1.338 
272,007 
3.41,333 

512,000 

763,000 

853,333 

1,, 0,66^666 

1,066,666 

1^066^666 

9i50,.000 

8^3,333 

y.353,?33 


«ppl 

the  Second  Series. 

2    I    NU. 

^ 

Nil. 

^  i2 

230,000 

n 

230,000 

"s?? 

230,000 

a,- 

230,000 

t 

230,000 

4> 

230,000 

230,000 

[     Nil.      1 

Nil. 

m 

Nil. 

I 

Nu; 

Nil, 

« 

Nil. 

03 

Nil. 

e 

Nil. 

t 

Nil. 

> 

o 

— t 

^  Nil. 

*  Note.-rThc  amou|it  of  this  sum  is  480,529/. 

t  Note— It  will  be  obvious  that  this  4th  column  will  shew  the  amount  of.  new  taxes 

which  must  be  annually  imposed  according  to  the  present  plan,  supposing  no  aid  were  dc- 

ri.ved,t:p  \t  |rpri>  the  expiripg  annuities,  prfrom  t)ic  cw^es  of  thcsinldng  .fimd.— A  suc- 

cq^^i^g  stable  "ydll  shew,tixe  much  larger  anxovint  of  ^xes  why:h  miist  ^  wmji^y  impostt'* 

.  if  thcsfipyices  of  tjwse  years  ,wcre  provided  for  in  the  ordinary  podc. 

I  'Nptc,-:rTlxeA?JNUiTiEs taken  iato  these  calculatip(is  asexpiii^g^  ;within  ^t^  two 
<f|lC0588ive8^^of.tenyfars,  jire^foflows,\iz.  15,M5/.  which  <?x.pire  in  the  ye^r  1 807.J- 
^-7:0,000/.  )?ciiig  so  much  pf  the  short  annuities  as  are  not  plpdg^d  for  the  intc^^t  of  thc.^e- 
Jferircds^ook  \^n  the  l<»n  of  1802,  and  w^iich  will  ^ipire  in  1808.— 230,000/.  impenai 
^lUivities  jw^ch  will  expire  in  1820.— And  67,547/.  life  annuities,  gwted  in  \^m^ 
and  JVJajy i^idVG^.  II.  .which  ,are  supposed  to  have  fallen  in  by  the  ye^r  18ip. 
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^  TABLE    C.  3. 

Shcwingth^  Attiountof^SoFPLZMENTARY  LoAHsrcquiredincach  Year,oftt^siicccgsivc 
Series  of  Ten  Ycaiseach,  commencing  with  1807 ;  and  also  the  Amount  of  the  Interest,  and 
Sinking  Fund  of  1  per  Cent,  upon  the  nominal  Capital  to  be  prorided  for  on  ao- 
count  of  those  Loans.— Also  the  Effect  of  the  Application  to  that  purpose  of  the  Expiring 
Annuities,  and  of  a  Sum  arisio*  from  the  Reduction  of  the  5  per  Cents,  m  the  hrst  In- 
•taiMie  to  a  4  per  Cent,  arid  afterwards  to  a  three  per  Cent.  Fund,  and  from  *o«  "^JJ,^- 
tion  of  the  4  per  Cents,  to  a  three  per  Cent.  Fund,  during  the  first  Scries ;  ^nd^"^^*- ' 
feet  of  the  Application  to  the  same  Purpose,  both  of  the  Expiring  Annuities  and  of  the 
Excossesof  the  present  Sinking  Fund  (according  to  the  Plan  how  proposed)  dunng  the 
second  Series.— -The  Prices  of  3  per  Cents,  supposed  to  vary  in  the  manner  stated  lA 


Col.  2.  of  this  Table, 


4.t 


5- 


Yeai* 


i807 
18(^8 
180.9 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 

iai8 

1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 


c 

a 


•c 


I  I 


Amount 

of 

Supplementary 

Loans 
required  in  each 
^         Year. 


60      =5 
66-66=4i 


75      =4 


.    85.71=3i 
Par       =3 

a,g)0 

3    O  "O 
M   «•    O 

C  ^  JB 

a>  fl9  «« 

u  «^ 

»-  2  o 

wage 

^  3  «  2 


/ 


/ 


Amount  of 

Interest  tiid 

Sinking  Fund  ' 

to  be  provided  for 

in  each  Year, 

on  account  of 

the 

Supplementary 

Loans. 


200,000 

J, 400,000 

2,600,000 

2,000,000 

1,600,000 

3,200,000 

4,800,000 

6,400,000 

8,000,000 

9,600,000 

11,200,000 

12,800,000 

14,400,000 

16,000,000 

20,000,000 

20,000,000 

20,000,000 

18,000,000 

16,000,000 

16,000,000 


New  Taxes  fo  beimpoatd  for  In- 
tereit  and  Stnkixig  Fund  of  S^- 
plementMy  Loans,  if  the  git^i- 
red  Annuities,  and  a  Sam  aris- 
ing from  the  KeduclLon  of  th^ 
5  F«r  Cents,  and  4  per  Ceatt.  td 
to  a  3  per  Ce»t.  Fund  J,  be  takeik 
in  Aid  of  the  iivst  Scries,  and  if  both 
the  expired  Annuities  and  the  Ex* 
cesses  of  the  j>retent  Si-ktogFand, 
le  applied  in  likemaaner  ih  Aid  of 
the  Second  Series, 


•s 


/^    13,333 

84,00f 

156,00J 

106,666 

85,333 


149.33^ 


T 
224,001^ 

256,000 

V  320,000 

384,000 

^  448,000 

512,P00 

576,000 

640,000 

800,000 

800,000 

800,000 

720,000 

.      640,000 

\  640,000 


e  /Nil. 

S     Nil. 


*  Note.— The  annuities  taken  into  these  calculations  as  expiring  within  these  two 
successive  seriesoften^ears,ar«  as  follows,  viz.  15,515/.  which  expire  in  the  year  1807.— 
370,000/.  being  so  much  of  the  short  annuities  as  are  not  pledged  for  the  interest  of  the 
deferred  stock  upon  the  loan  of  1802,  and  which  will  expire  in  1808. — ^230,000/.  iiri- 
perial  annuities  which  will  expire  in  1820.— And  67»547/.  li^  annuities,  granted  in 
WUliam  and  Mary  and  Geo.  II.  which  are  supposed  to  have  fallen  inby  the  year  1820* 

t  Note.— 'It  will  be  obvious  that  this  4th  column  will  shew  the  amount  of  new  taxes 
which  must  be  annually  imposed  according  to  the  present  plan,  supposing,  no  aid  were 
derived  to  it  from  the  expiring  annuities,  or  from  the  excesses  of  the  sinking  fand.— 
A  succeeding  Table  will  shew  the  much  larger  amount  of  taxes  which,  must  be  annually 
imposed,  if  the  services  of  these  years  were  provided  for  iu  the  ordinary  mode. 

I  Note.—The  amount  of  the  sum  is  1,429,134/. 

\  Note.— The  only  Taxes  required  throughout  the  whole  of  these  two  scries  of  10  y^rs 
ead»,  wtH- be-in  the  firsr  year  of  the  second  series,  (viz.  1817)  to  the  amount  above  stated. 

Vol.  Ylll^^^Appcndix.  c 
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TABLE    C.4.     . 

Shewing  at  one  Yiew  the  Aittami  RgacLTg  of  the  three  Tables,  C,  C.  S,  &  C.  3. 

Isi  SuFFoiiiTioK — ^Tablc  C. 
The  S  per  cents,  are  supposed  to  continoe  at  60.  throughout  the  whole  penod  of  20  yean. 

Sd  SiTpposiTiON— Table  C.  2. 

The  5  per  cents,  are  supposed  to  continue  for  tlic  Ist  year  (▼!£•  1807)  at  60. ;  thco  tD 
rise  to  63.16.  and  so  to  continue  for  two  years  (viz.  during  1808  and  1809);  then  tome 
to  66.G6f  and  so  to  continue  for  two  years  (viz.  during  1810  and  1811);  then  to  rise  to 
70.58.  and  so  to  continue  for  two  years  (viz.  during  1 8]  g  and  1815):  and  then  (vis*  in  1814| 
to  rise  to  75,  and  to  continue  at  (hat  price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  period  of  £0  yean. 
3d  Supposition— table  C.  3. 

The  3  per  cents,  are  supposed  to  coninne  for  the  1st  jear  (viz.  1807)  at  60* ;  then  to 
rise  to  66«66.  and  so  to  continue  for  two  years  (viz.  duimg  1808  and  1309)  t  ^ben  to  tise 
to  75.  and  so  to  continue  for  two  years  (viz.  during  1810  and  1-81 1) ;  then  to  rise  to  85.71- 
and  so  to  continue  for  two  years  (viz.  during  IH12  and  1813}  ;  and  then  (viz.  in  1814)  to 
rise  to  par,  and  to  continue  at  that  price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  period  of  20  yeus. 


aoQOOBOcoc.oBacoDoocDooocQooDaDaDOK'QeosaB 
•OjC#O»0»O»C»O— »-^  —  —  •-  —  —  —  — ooc. 


YlAl. 


"t»  V  O  iJ  ca  cs  VoLa  o»  ©  w'bi  c  oa  Oi  w  w'i^ld 


Amount  of  Intemt  and  Sinking  Fond  to 
be  proTtded  for  in  each  Y^ar  on  accoootof 
the  Supplementary  Loans. 


1 0  Years,  2d  Series.         Aver,  of  last  7 
Yrs.of  1st.  Stries. 

/ -^ ^/ * N 

c»'  r*'  r**  r"  F  r*'  r-  F  ?•'  P  w  ^  w  ca  cs  ca.  c»  r*  p  p 


O  i 


New  Taxes  to  be  imposed  in  each  Year, 
on  an  Average  of  7  Years,  from  1810, 
for  Interi'St  and  Sinking  Fnnd  of  Sap- 
plementary  Jjoans,  if  the  expiring  An- 
nuities be  taken  In  Aid  of  the  Pint  3 
Years  from  1807,  and  if  both  the  Ex- 
piring Annuities  and  the  Excesses  of  the 
present  Sinking  Fund  be  applied  in  like 
manner  to  the  ^eeond  Series. 


becond  beries  10  Years.     Fir^t  Scrie«  10  Years. 

/  ^  ^^  N  r  ^  ^ 

oe  00  •£  o  oo  00  ^  a'o>  o*<»>C3  to  »^      —  ^ 
b>;^o»xo>ovo»OkOo«*-«a4^'jcO'£fw(7tao<-< 

C3  U  O  ^O^Jf^y^  0D(Cj4tOpk^tO  —  p>C4»00C9 

ca  too  e>  o>  o>  ca  c  c>  ti  y  o»03-aoo<OwJV-o»ca 


Amount  of  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund  to 
lie  provided  for  in  each  Year,  on  account 
of  the  Supplementary  Loans. 


10  Year«Fecood 
Series. 

( ^ 


Arcrapeof  last  7 
Yni.  of  Irt  Scries. 


Fr-r- r-r*  :^*r' ?•;- F J*  p  op  cjrc  FFF    * 


cot 


New  Taxes  to  be  imposed  in  each  Year 

on  an  Average   of  Seven   Years,   from 

1810,  fur  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund  of' 

Supplementary  Loans,  if  the  Expired  An- 

I  nnities  and  a  Sum  arising  from  the  Reiluc- 

I  tion  of  tlie  5  per  Cents,  to  a  4  per  Cent. 

Fund  be  taken  in  Aid  of  the  First  Series, 

I  and  if  both  the  Expired  Annuities  and  the 

I  Excesses  of  the  present  Staking  Fund  be 
applied  in  like  manner  in  Aid  of  the  Se- 
cond Series.  •' 


Second  Sen cs  uf  1 0  Y rs.   F i rstSeies  of  1 0  Years, 

, ^ ^, '^ . 

a^o^-TOoor>c80>o•o»*.toca^o^o*-      ►-—  fV 

4-*-f0^004--I  —  --.  »*OO»IO4».06Ct»»«—      r^ 

o  oj5pp  o  pi^^fo  ♦•pj'' *-jO  u*  c»p  4- t; 

o  0*0*0  ooooo  CO  ooo'lau'bkO  o"U 


5e  o  < 


'fill 


O  ^  U  9k  O  O  Ci 

—  to  ca  c%  o  O  C3 


gto  ca  ( 
to  c*  c 


Amount  of  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund  to 
be  provided  for  in  each  Year  on  account 
of  tbe  Supplementary  Loans. 


F<cond  Series  of 


10  Yrs. 


Scc.  Seriesof  lOYrs. 


o> 


2!?^?.?!?!??iZ?. 


Sew  'i'axe»  to  be  imposed  for  Interest 
and  Sinking  Fund  of  Supplementary 
Loans,  if  the  Expired  Annuities,  and  a 
Sum  aris'ng  from  the  Reduction  of  tbe 
.5  per  Cents,  and  4  per  Cents,  to  a  3  p*' 
Cent.  Fund  be  taken  in  aid  of  the  Fir** 
Series,  and  if  both  the  expired  Anaaities 
and  the  Excesses  of  the  present  Sinking 
Fnhd  be  applied  in  like  manner  in  Aid  of  i 
the  Second  iSeries.  ) 
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TABLE    D. 


Shewing  the  Amount  of  such  Proportions  of  4he  Excesses  of  the  present  Sink- 
ing Fund  above  tbe  Amount  of  Interest  on  Debt  Unredeemed,  as,  from  the 
Commencement  of  the  Year  1817,  will  be  applied  in  the  Reduction  of  the 
Ai)iount  of  New  Taxes,  which  would  otherwise  be  required  for  interest  and 
Sinking  Funds  of  Supplementary  L6ans»  The  Three  per  Cents,  supposed  to . 
continue  at  Sixty. 


1. 

2. 

3- 

4* 

5. 

Year 

Commencing 

Amount . 

of  the 

Present  Debt 

remaining 

•unredeemed  at 

theCommence* 

ment  of  each 

Year. 

Amount 
in  each  Year  tf 

the  present 
Sinking  Fund, 

deducting 
only  such  Por- 
tions of  tbe 
Excesses  above 

tbe  Interest 

as  will  be 
required  in  Aid 
of  Kew  Taxes. 

The 

Same  Debt 

at  the  Close  of 

each   Year. 

Amount 

of  the 

Excesses 

which  will  thus 

be  deducted 

from  the 

Sinking  Fund 

m 

each  Year. 

5  January,  18lS      •     • 

260,923,615 

12,925,211 

247,998,404 

l^efi^S 

b  Januajry,  1817      «     • 

247,998,404 

12,824,805 

235,173,599 

853,333 

5  January,  1818     •    . 

235,173,599 

12,612,712 

222,560,887 

960,000 

5  January,  I8I9      .     • 

222,560,887 

12,283,347 ' 

210,277,540 

1,066,666 

6  January,  1820     •     • 

210,277,540 

11,830,848 

198,446,692 

1,335,333 

5  January,  1821      .     . 

198,446,692 

11,089,057 

187,357,635 

1,333,333 

5  January,  1822     .     . 

187,357,635 

10,310,176 

177,047,439 

1,333,^33 

d  January,  1823     •     • 

177,047,459 

9,492,351 

167,555,108 

l,200,0f00 

5  January,  1824     •     • 

1(17,555,108 

8,766,968 

158,788,140 

1,066,666 

5  January,   1825  '  •     • 

158,788,140 

8,138,650 

150,649,490 

1,013,103 

5  January,  1826    .      . 

150,649,490 

7,532,474 

143,117,016 

753,247 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PAUL.  PAPERS — Tahiti  and  CiOcuktwnire^ietk^ 


l^ 


TABLE    D.  2. 


Shewing  the  Amount  of  such  PoKxioNiof  the  Excesses  of  (he  present  Sinking 
Fund,  above  the  Amount  of  Interest  on  Debt  Unredeemed,  as,  from  the  Com- 
TS"^  of  the  Year  1«17,  wiH  be  applfed  in  the  Reduction  of  the  Amount 
of  New  Taxes,  which  would  otherwise  be  ri?quired  for  Interest  and  Sinking 
Funds  of  Supplemtotarjr  Loans,  supposing  the  ContintMuice  of  the  War. 

Three  per  Cent.  Stocks  are  supposed  to  be  at  Tfclnterest  at  4  per  Cent. 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  Calcuktion. 


«. 


S. 


5. 


Y»Aa; 


Amount   of  Money 

Capital  of  the 
present  Debt  re- 
maining unredeemed 
atthe 
Comtnencement 
of 
tfachYear. 


•  339,2«0,505 
316,898,468- 
344,S32,i$4r 

.  2719,439,894 

246g584,£i8?^ 
S35,6^,&4S 
22«,fi0g,7S8 


Amount 
is  each  Year  of 

the  present 
Binlring  Ftind, 

difductinu 

onlysnch  Por- 

'tions  of  the 

B^rcesses  afoo?e 

th*  IntertMt 
'     as  vi!l  be 
required  in  Aid  of 
New  Taxes. 


Amount  oC 

Money  Capital 

of  the  same 

Debt  at  the 

ClosBof  eteh 

Year. 


Amount 
of  the 
Excesses  which 
win  be  deduct- 
ed from  the 
Sinking  Fund 
fti  each  Year. 


1 2.322^041 1 3 16,898,46a- 


304,28S;5S4 


12,^9,321      379,489,894 
L    ni»68,S8o  I  367,6181^4 


i6h,66a^3aj 

i0^02Ch4M: 

d,46l,dU 

9>W^,10ft 

ai686a8^ 


2|t5,gd4,&S7 
265,6ff4;04J^ 

2l7f,354,64sr 
;2b8;46a,455 


£^ 

13»,984 
.  682,666' 
*  768,000' 

1,066,666 
^066,666 
960,000 
791,657. 
723,84»' 
694,894r 


6. 


^^^f^d  £cta^^^*?r^^"  thh  mie  to  be  at  75„the  amount  of  the  money, 
t^SittTaS  Kf.r.t^  •  artHTs  period,  is  of  course  stated  proportionably  high(i 
UD  m  1  abJc  U  where  the  3  per  cents,  are  supposed  to  be  only  at  60.  ^      ^ 
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Shewing  the  Amount  of  such  PorTion^s  of  the  tlxcEs? 
Fund,  above  the  Amount  of  Intoest  fm  Debt  Unred< 
mencement  of  the  Year  1818,  will  be  applied  in  the 
of  New  Taxes,  \?hich  would  otherwise  be  required 
Funds  of  Supplementary  Loans,  supposing  the  Conti 

Three  per  Cent.  Stocks  are  supposed  to  be  at  Pp 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  Calcutatioii. 


1. 


Amount  of  Money- 
Capital  of  the  ^ 
present  Debt  rc- 
frtiEtiniiig  uTiredeenied 
Ysar4  at  the^ 

Commencement 

of 

each  Year. 


1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1829 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 


Amount 
in  <^ath  Year  of 

the  present 
^Sinking  Fundj 

deducting 
ohly  such  I*or- 

tions  of  the 

'Exc^sspr  above 

the  Interest 

aswUlbe 

requiredji^  Aid 

of  New  Taxes. 


♦4r3',8e3,358 
401,555,804 
389,513,424 
37^,644,573 
3€6,059,657 
554,927,194 
344^,260,758 
333,932,936 
3«3,91 4,948 
314^197,500 


Amount  of 

Monef  Capita] 

of  the  tsaxt 

(blote  of 
cicb  Year. 


£. 

12',!^27,554 

12;0B2,38U 
ir,d68,851 

ir,i»4,di€ 

ll,t3fe,463 
10,666,456 
ia,327^82'« 
10,017,988^ 
9i7ir,448 
9,425,92^5 


;  401,595,^04 
'589*513,424 
37!^,644,5r5 
366,059,^57 
354,927,194 
344,260,758 
333,932,936 

323,914,9^ 
314,197,^00 
304,771,57^5 


^  *  As  the  3  p«r  eents,  are  supposed  in  this  Table  toh^  at  p 
capital  of  the  unredeemed  diebt,  at  this  period,  is  of  course  c 
than  in  Table  D,  ^here  the  3  per  cents,  are  supposed  to  litt 
2,  whele  the  3  per  Cents,  arti  supposed  to  be  at  75. 
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TABLE    D.4. 


Shewing  at  one  yiew  the  different  Resu  lts  of  the  three  Tables,  D,  D  2,  and  D 1 


Ist  Supposition— Table  D. 
Hie  3  p«  Cents,  are  supposed  to  continae  at  6o. 

td  Supposition— Table  D.  «. 
The  ^  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  continae  at  75. 

'     —  «d  Supposition— Table  D.  3.    ' 
f  The  3  per  Cents,  are.  supposed  to  coAtisue  at  Par. 


• 

1st  SuPFosiirioii. 

2d  Supposition. 

3d  Supposition. 

• 

Amount 

of 

The  Excesses 

1.    which  will  be 

deducted  from  the 

Sinking  Fund 

in  each  Year. 

Amount 
of 
The  £x  cesses 
win^  will  be 
deducted  from  the 
Sinking  Fund 
in  each  Year. 

Amount 

of 

The  Excesses 

-  which  wiH  be 

deducted,  from  the 

Sinking  Fynd 

in  each  Year. 

1816 

746,666 

£. 

118,984 

iff. 

1817 

853,333 

682,666  ; 

512,000 

1618 

960,000 

768,000  : 

576,000 

1819 

^  1,066,666 

853,333 

640,000 

1820 

1,333,333 

1,066,666  ^ 

800,000 

1821  s 

1,333,333 

1,066,666 

800,000 

■ 

1822 

1|333,333 

1,066,666. 

668,607 

1823 

1,200,000 

960,000 

-  619,668 

* 

.1824 

1,066,666 

791,657- 

60^079 

-   . 

1825 

'     1^13,108 

'      723,849 

683,046 

..'. 

1826; 

75^*247 

694,894 

665,555 

--::;:ri 

Djgitized  by  VjOOQIC 


licDX*  sxrpiubi-  ~-2S^ 
ikducnr  -  xnr-z.- 


king  Fund  iti  6accli 
v)ii  the  Unredeemed 
,  instead  of  dedtict- 
D.3;    . 

— "'   =irita:est  at  3  per  Ccttt. 


'!■■;   ■ 

5. 

6. 

'-.or 

vOf 

Capital 
xesam/e 
.•^  •  *bt  at  the 

iU  E?Ep^seg 
which  wpiuld, 
on  the  ahovc 
Supposition, 
be  deducted 

from  the 
Siftking  Flund 
in  each  Year. 

-^:;;*- 

..i^ 

Close  of 

each  Year. 

* 

'•tJOBOT' 

j€. 

je. 

.  ■ 

rUuur 

,554 

401,595,804  ^ 

546,5p6, 

.  fVjrf^ 

.47,874 

389.547,930 

722.873 

-«^ 

1,686,437 

377,861,493 

701,1>6 

rfMlK,- 

11,335,844 

366,585.649 

680,150 

Jdlli^ 

10,995,769 

355,529,880 

659,7^6 

..^ 

0 

10,665,896 

344,&63,984 

639,963 

.^.  . 

,984 

10,345,919 

534.518,065 

620,755     ■ 

**IW' 

1 8,065 

10,035,541 

324^482.524 

602,1^2     ' 

-<». 

r,482,524 

9,734,475 

314,748,049 

584.068 

3  14.748,04? 

9.442,441 

305^305,608 

566,5j^  • 

*  SetNptetoTablf  D.  3. 
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TABLE    E.  2. 


ShevHIg  Ae  ToUl  Amwmt  of  tfaa  Excbmbs  i>f  the  present  Suiking  Fund  in  eacb 
Year  alter  1^9  Yecor  19lCt  ^hore  the  Amount  of  interest  on  tbe  Unredeemed 
I)fkbt>  if  th§  wbole  Excesses  were  deducted  as  tbey  arise/  instead  of  deduct- 
ing onlj  thu  Portions  of  those  Excesses  stated  in  Table  D  4. 

Thi:ee  Per  Cent.  Stocks  are  supposed  to  be  at  75=slnterest  at  Four  per  Cent, 
throughout  the  whde  of,  tbia  Calcttlatijoa, 

1.  J.  a.  4.  5.  6- 


V^AR- 


Amount  of 
Money  Capital 
of  the  present 
E)ebt  remaining 
unredeemed  at 
theCommence- 
ment  of  each 
Year. 


1816  - 

1817  - 

1818  if 

1819  - 
1520  - 
182A  r 

1826  » 


Anoant  tn  each 

Year  of  tbe 
pffwciit  Siakiof 
Fundy  dednctiiig 
as  tl^ey  arise  the 
whole  of  the  Ez- 
cenes  above  the 
Interest  of  the 
Debt. 


^329,«20,5M 

9iMg8,4£« 

398«053s6«4 
290,371,480. 

258,39Q,357 
?48,054,743 
238,132,554 


888>6Q7t2a8        9,144^290 


219,462,962 


12,3M,041 
12,675,938 
12,168,900 
11,^82,144 

U.214,859 
J0,766,264 

10,99Ml^ 
9,922,189 
9,525,302 


Amount  of 

Money  Ca|^tal 

of  the  same 

Debt  at  the 

Close  of  each 

Year. 


Amount  of  the 
Excesses  which 

would  on  the 

above  Sopposi- 

tbn  be  deducted 

from  the 

Sinking  Fund 
in  each  Year. 


8,778,518 


;  3US,899,4S2 
904,222,524 
292,053,624 
2«I0,871,480 
S69>1  ^6,621 
258,390,357 
248,054,749 
238,132,554 
228,607,252 

910  AfiQ  Ofifl 

210,684,444 


138,984 

.  1,014,075 

973,512 

934,570 

•  897,189. 

861,300 

826,84^ 

793,774 

762^024. 

,  r3*,-a48 

702,281 


♦  Sec  Note  to  Table  D.  2; 
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PARU  PAVESSin^Ae  Km  Plan  tf  ma»e*: 


tABLE    E.  S; 


Shewing  the  Total  Amonni  of  the  Excesses  of  the  present  Sinking  Fund  in  tacli 
Year  after  the  Year  18 16,  above  the  Amount  of  Interest  on  the  Unredeemed 
Debty  if  the  whole  Excesses  were  deduc.ted  as  they  arise,  instead  of  deduct- 
ing only  the  Portions  of  those  Excesses  stated  in  Table  D.  3; 

Three  per  Cenl.  Sloeks  are  €iippo$ad  to  bef  ait  Peinsliitefrest  at  3  per  C!cilt* 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  Calculation. 


1, 

2. 

3- 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Year. 

Amount  of  Moi^ey 

'  Capita!  of  the 

preoent  x/eDt  re* 

oiainitogiMiredeetned 

at  the 

Goouaeocemttit 

of 

Abkhmk 

in  n^ct>  Y«ar  of 

the  preseut 

dedactiog 
as  they  arUe,  the 

whole  of  the 

Excesses  above 

tfw  Mtarest 

*af  th« 

I)ebt. 

Anaounfof 

Money  Caf^ital 

of  the  sam/e 

Dd;>t  at  the 

Close  of 

each  Year. 

Axmumt  of  . 
die  E^scs 
which  wpiuld, 
on  the  aiiove 
Snpposition, 
be  deducted 

from  xht 
Sinking  F^und 
in  each  Year. 

. 

.      £. 

£. 

j€. 

je. 

'         "^ 

1817 

*  ♦^413A2S,358 

12,227,554 

401,595,804  ' 

546,5<?6. 

1818 

401,595,804 

12,047,874 

389,547,930 

722,873 

1819 

389,547,930 

11,686,437 

377,861,493 

701,1>6 

18S0 

i77,86l,493 

11,335,844 

366,525,649 

680,150 

1821 

366,525,649 

10,995,769 

355,529,880 

659,7^a 

1822 

^  355,529,880 

10,665,896 

344,863,984 

639,9i53 

1823 

344,863,984 

10,345,919 

334,518,065 

620,755     " 

1824 

^54,518^065 

10,035,541 

324^482,524 

602,1^2     ' 

182& 

324,482,524 

9,734,475 

314*748,049 

584,0^8 

1826 

.314,748,04? 

9,44e,UI 

305,305,608 

566,5^  ' 

ToL.  Viii  i-^ Appendix, 


*  See3^()tetoTabI^D.  3. 
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TABLE    E.  4. 


Sbcwiog  At  Mc  irieifthe  cJifferent  B  ks  t?  ltb  of  tbe  three  Tables,  E^  E  2,  and  £  3. 


1st  Supposition— Table  £• 
Tbe  5  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  oontinae  at  66. 

Sd  ScpposiTioN'Table  E«S. 
Tbe  S  per  Cents,  are  sapposed  to  coDtiime  at  75*^ 

3d  Supposition — Table  E.  3. 
The  3  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  continue  at  Fkr. 


YiAa* 

Ist  SuPFosncioir. 

2d  Supposition. 

3d  SvpposiTMN, 

Amount 

of 

Tbe  Excesses 

,  which  would,  on 

this  Supposition,  be 

deducted  from  the 

Sinking  Fund 

in  each  Year. 

Amount 

of 

The  Excesses 

above  Supposition, 

be  deducted  from 

the  inking  Fund 

in  each  i  car. 

Anwaat 
of 
TheExooM. 

which  woidd,  oa  the 

above  Suf^WHtioo, 

be  deducted  from 

theSiaUagFwiid 

in  cach^  Year. 

1816 

1,171,551 

138,984 

St. 

i8ir 

1,239,992 

1,014,075 

546,506 

1818 

,      1,177,992 

973^12 

722,875 

1819 

1,119.993 

934,570 

701,186 

1820 

1/063,138 

e97,l89 

680,150 

18i21 

l,009,9«l 

861,300 

659,746 

1822 

959,482 

8^6^49 

639,953 

1823 

911,508 

793,77* 

620,755 

1824 

.  86i^,d32 

762^8* 

602, 13S 

. 

1825 

822,636 

rsi,54j 

sal  iifia 

WW  V|pPW 

1826 

1 

781,504  . 

ro8;8«i 

566.54S 
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TABLE    F.* 


Shewing,  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Debt  charged  on 
will  htfoid  at  tie  Commencement  and  Close  of  an; 
were  then  maile :— and  also  the  Total  Amount  of  the  S 
in  any  giren  Year  to  the  Extinction  of  such  Debt, 
supposed  in  this  Table,  as  well  as  in  the  Tables  G.  H.  a 


1. 

2. 

3. 

Year, 

Commenctog 

Amount  of 

AcWart)ebt 

remaining  un* 

redeemc^  at 

theCoinmence- 

menrof  each 

Year,  during 

the  Continuance 

of  the  War. 

Amount 

of  the 

Sinking  Fund 

of  the' 

War  Debt 

at  the  same 

Periods. 

Am 
ta 

att] 
ea 

5  Jaanaiy  1807    -    -    - 
5  January  1808     -    -    • 
5  Jaauaiy  1809    •    -    - 
5  Janoaiy  1810    -    -    - 
5  Jaftuary  1811     -    -    - 
5  January  1812    -    -    - 
5  January  1813     *    -    • 
5  Januaty  1814    -    -    - 
5  January  1815    -     -     - 
5  January  1816*    •    .    . 
5  January  1817     -    -     - 
5  January  1818    -    -    -r 
5  Janiiaiy  I8I9    ... 
5  January  1620.   -    -    - 
5  January  1821     -    -    • 
5  January  1822    -    -    - 
5  January  1823     •    -    - 
5  January  1824    -    -    . 
5  Januaty  1825    -    -    • 
5  January  1826    -    *    . 

12,000,000 
23,400,000 
34,170,000 
46,278,500 
59,592,425 
71r972,047 
83,370,651 
93.739,186 
103,026,148 

111,177,459 

118,136,336 

123,843,157 

128,2J5,320 

131,247.092. 

128,309,453 

126,249,933 

123,562,437 

122,740,567 

123,877,604 

125,071,493 

600,000 

1,230,000 

1,891,500 

2,686,075 

3,620,378 

4,601,396 

5,631,465 

6,713,038 

7,848,689 

9,041,123 

10,293,179 

11,607,837 

12,988,228 

14,437,639 

14,559,520 

14,687,496' 

14,821,870 

14,862,963 

14,806,111* 

14,746,416 

1 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
S 

10 
10 

1 1 
* 

•  Note.— -In  this  Table,  and  in  the  succeeding  Tables  Q.  H.  a 
funds  for  the  reduction  of  the  respective  debts  are  s\ippo9ed 
interest  at  the  yearly  rate  of  five  per  cent. :  but  the  rcspecttvc  sir 
commisBioners  quarterly.  For  this  reason,  the  capitals  of  deb 
gresshre  amounts  of  the  sinking  funds,  wijl  be  greater  than  the 
the  other  Tables  G.  H.  and  1.  represent  thepfi,  though  npt  in  sii 
it  necessary  to  embarrass  the  accounts  by  taking  into  cpnsiderati< 
of  iolerest  oonespondent  to  the  periodi<al  issues  of  the  si|iking 
debt  by  quarterly  payments. 
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TABLE    F.  2. 


[hi 


Skewing,  the  Total  Amount  of  Debt  charged  po  the  War-Taxes,  as  it  will  s'and  at  the 
Commeocement  and  Oq^c  of  any  given  Year,  if  Peace  were  then  made :  And  also,  the  , 
Total  Amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  appUcahle  in  anjr  given  Year  to  the  Extinction  of 
such  Debt.— The  Price  of  Stocks  b  supp(^4  to  vary  in  the  manner  stated  in  CoIuhemi  2 
•fthb  Table. 


1. 


2. 


S. 


5. 


6. 


Ykas. 


S3 

8 


1 
.1 


a 

m 


1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

18U 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

^819 

IB'io 

1821^ 

182« 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1824$ 


£.     - 

«h   r:5 

631 -6=41 
66-6fc:4i 
70-58=4i 
75-    =4 


Ainoont 

of  Uie 

Moiiey 

Capital  of 

War  Debt 

rcmaioing 

onrefliemed 

at  the 
CoBUBMiee* 

ment  of 

each  Year, 

during  the 

Continuance 

of  the 

War. 


Amount 

of  tht 

Sinking  Fund 

of  the 

War  DeUt 

at  the 

t  {same  Periods. 


li '' 

1  s   : 

a  -s 

1  i. 

ri-  • 

.3  'S    1 

And  to  c 
the  re 

£. 

15,000,000 

24,000,000 
34;740,000 

b  48,611,825 
61,799,358 

c  77^390,937 
88,480,033 

d  103,598,985 
112,336,707; 
119.830,178. 
126,023,388 
130,864,327 
134,298,904 
136,(270,865 
132,721,705 
129,(530,579 
125.191,808 
li3,l'9?,'487 
123,127,474 
123-,052*,581 


Amount 

of  tht  Money 

Capital  of 

tLe  same 

Debt 

St  the  Close 

ofejichYtary 


£, 

600.000 

1,260,000 
1,949,850 
2,812,467 
3,919,028 
4,910,^84 
6,039,596 
7,256,178 
8*,506,5'29 
9,806;'790 
11,159,061 
12,565,423 
14,028,039 
15,549,160 
15,691,126 
15,838,771 
15.992^321 
16,072,013 
16,074,893 
16,077,888 


11,400,000 
2^,740,000 
32,790,150 
45,799,358 
57,980,330 
72,V80,053 
82,440,457 
96,336,707 
103,830.178 
110,023,388 
114,864',327 
118.298,904 
120,270,865 
120,7^1,705 
117;030,679 
113,*19V,808 
109,199,487 
107,197,474 
107,052,5^1 
106,974,693 


References  to  the  Effect  produced  on  the 
Amount  of  the  Money  Capital  of  the 
Debt,  by  theRise  qf  the  Mantis,  in  the 
different  Period^  hfre  sappcscd! 


o  —  P  "^  x: 
»^   as   V  .     «« 


a 

e 


e       e 


s  s 


s 


c^      -o 


8 


.-      25      t- 


g 


CO         00         ^         00 

-3    :S    •-    ^ 


*  Note.*— In  this  Table,  and  in  the  succeeding  Tables  G.  2,  H.  2,  and  1. 2,  the  respec- 
tive sinking  funds  for  the  reduction  of  the  respective  debts  are  supposed  to  operate  by 
compound  interest  at  the  respective  yearly  rates  stated  in  column  2  of  this  Table:  BvttlM 
rei^pective  sinking  funds  are  ^^sued  to  tliei:x)'mmis6ioners  quarterly.-  For  thiese  reasons  the 
capiuts  of  debt  redeemed,  and  the  progressive  amounts  of  the  onking  funds,  will  be  gresSer 
tlian  the  computations  fii  this  and  the  pther  tables  G,  2,  li.  2,  and  1.  £,  repfcieiit  than, 
though  not  in  such  a  proportion  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  embarrass  Uie  acoounts  bf  taioDg 

into  consideration  the  several  difFcrcnt  rates  of  interest  correspondent  to  the  pedodicali 

of  the  sinking  funds  for  the  reduction  of  debtj  by  quarterly  payments.      ;    i      " 


»  ^ 
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PARL,  PAPERS.— <jleJfe»Pia» -of  K»^ 

TABLE    F.  S.* 


SbetrlAg  the  Total  Amoant  of  tire  Dtnr  cbatged  oh  (he  War 
CoiBmcQcemefit  and  Close  of  any  ghren  Year,  if  Ptecewer 
Total  Amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  ^pUcaUe  in  any  givei 
•uch  Debt.— The  Pric*  of  Stocks  are  supposed  to  Vary  in  tb< 
of  this  Table. 


1. 

S. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

1      8 

Amoant  of 
ilie  Money 

Arnqpni 

Capital  ot 

Amount 

of  the 

War  Debt 

remain!  tig 

of  the 

Money  Capi- 

Refere 

3  Per  Cci 
ntercst  P( 

uni-edeemed 

Sinking  Fond 

tal  of  the 

Am* 

Via*. 

at  tlie 
Commence- 

of the 

MmieDebt 

Deb 

ment  of  each 

War  Debt 

attlie 

1  1 

Year,  during 
the  Continu- 

at the 

Close  of 

diffc 

ance  of  the 

same  Periods. 

each  Year. 

&     £ 

War. 

' 

X, 

£, 

S. 

£. 

1807 

60      =5 

12,000,000 

600,000 

11,^00,000 

2808 

66.66=4^ 

a  24,666.666 

'1,290,000 

23,376,666 

1809 

-    -    -    - 

35,376,666 

2,008,050 

33,368,616 

l810 

75     =4 

i51,i3D,693 

2,938,412 

48,601,281 

i8n 

-    -  ,-   - 

,64,601,281 

4,015,948 

60,585,533 

1812 

85.71  =i3}'c  85,240,380 

5,216,585 

80,023,795 

1813 

-*   -     -   -      96,023,795 

6,439,165 

89;584,630 

1814 

Par.  =3  Irf  120,5-15,401 

7,784,535 

112,730,866 

'^1 

1815 

1  ^     r 

128,730,866 

9,138,071 

119,592,795 

1816 

^  i 

135,592,795 

10,532,213 

125,060,582 

1817 

fi  ^ 

141,060,582 

11,968,179 

129,092,403 

13 

1818 

£  » 

145,092,403 

13,447,224 

131,645,179 

1  ^ 
y  a 

1819 

a-s 

147,645,179 

14,970,640 

132,674.539 

i$?o 

.11, 

•J   5. 

14^,674,539 

16,539,759 

132,134,780 

Si 

1821 

144,134,780 

16,675,951 

127,458,829 

1822 

ii 

1? 

139,458,829 

16,816,229 

122,642,600 

1823 

134,642,600 

16,960,715 

117,681,885 

1824 

131,681,885 

17,049,536 

114,632,349 

1825 

130,632,349 

I    7,081,022 

113,551,327 

1826 

J    ^        I 

129,551,327 

17,113,452 

112,437,875 

*  Note.— In  this  Table,  and  in  the  succeeding  Tables  G.  i 
tire  sinking  funds  for  the  redaction  of  the  respective  debts  aie 
pound  interest  at  the  rcspectiye  yearly  rates  stated  in  column  S 
txwe  sttfldng  funds  are  issued  to  the  cpmmissioners  quarterly; 
of  debt  redeemed,  and  the!  progressive  amounts  of  the  sinking  1 
computations  in  diis  and  t&  other  Tables  G. ),  H.  S,  and  I.  J 
io  such  ft  proportion  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  cmbarrus  the 
deration  the  several  difTereat  rates  of  interest  correspondent  1 
sinking  funds  for  the  reduction  of  debt  by  quarterly  payinent 
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TABLE    F.  4. 
Shcwjpg  at  one  yltw  the  different  RitotTt  of  the  three  Tables,  F,  F>  g,  udF.!. 

Ui StfPMMiTioii— Table  F.— — The 3 per  Cenu.  are  tuppokcdiu> ooBtiiiiie at 60. throoi^wat Iha whok 
period  6t  fO  Yean. 

Sd  Sqproamoii— Table  F.  3,«^i»Tbe  S  per  CSenta.  are  teppoaad  to  im0ff$»  f«  the  Itt  Year  (viz. 
lS07)at  60. ;  tben  ta  rise  to  63.16,  and  m  tocoBtimie  for  two  Years,  Tiz.tfnn^  1808  and  1809 ;  then  to 
rifa  to  66.66,  aod  lo  to  coniiBiiafor  two  Yean,  vis.  during  1810  and  181 1^  Ham  te  riie  to  70.58,  and  m 
to  conliuue  for  two  Yean,  tvt.  duriog  1814  aad  1813;  aod  then,  tiz.  in  T8f4»  t»rii«  to  75.  andto  coo- 
tiawe  at  that  FHee  tbroi^boot  the  nat  e#  the  Period  of  90  Yeart. 

3d  SprroiiTioK— Table  F.  3.— ^The  3  per  CenU.  are  suppofled  to  coatin^ie  for  the  let  Year  {m, 
1607)  at  60. ;  tbeo  toriieto66.66,  and  to  to  continoe  for  two  Yean,  via.  during  1808  and  1809$  then  to 
riae  to  75.  and  m  tocootinwe  for  two  Yean,  Tie.  during  1810  and  181 1  $  then  to  riie  to  85.71,  and  soto 
continue  for  two  Years,  viz.  daring  1819  and  1813 ;  and  then,  viz',  in  1814,  to  rUe  to  Par,  end  to  eontione 
attliatPricethruugboBttbereat  of  the  Period  ol  SO  Yearsi. 
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FARL.  PAPERS.—M*  Sew  Plan  of  I 

TABLE    G.* 


Shewing  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Debt  created  by  th 
as  it  will  stand  at  the  Commencement  and  Close  of  \ 
Mere  then  made. — And  Also,  the  Total  Amount  of  the 
in  any  given  Year  to  the  Extinction  of  such  Debt., 
I.  2.  3. 


Yeae, 

Conamenctng 

Amount  of  the 
Supplementary 
Debt  remaining 
unredeemed  at 
the  Commence- 
ment of  each 
Year,  during  the 
Continuance  of 
the  War. 

Amount 

of  the 

Sinking  Fund 

of  the 

Debt  at  the 
same  Periods. 

A 

c 
san 

s 

C 
eacl 

£.       . 

n^. 

^  January,  1807  •  • 

200,000 

3,333 

5  January,  1808  .  . 

1,596,666 

26,832 

1 

^  Januaxy,  1809  •  • 

4,169,834  . 

71,506 

A 

d  January^  1810  •  . 

.6,098,328 

108,414 

t 

5  January,  1811  •  . 

7,589^114 

.      140,500  , 

5 

5  January,  1812  •  • 

10,649^41.4 

'     200,838 

'     1( 

5  January,  1815  •  . 

15,248,556 

290,900 

1^ 

5  January,  1814  .  . 

21,557,656 

412,111' 

2< 

5  January,  181 5. «  . 

28,945,545 

■  '.    5^6,049 

21 

5  January,  1816'.  . 

37,979^496 

754,351- 

3; 

5  Janttary,  1S17  •  • 

48,425,145 

978,734 

4; 

9  January,  1816  •  • 

60,246,411 

1,241,003 

5] 

5  January,  1819  •  • 

73,405,408 

1,543,053 

7 

b  January,  1820  .  . 

87,862,355 

1,886,871 

8 

5  January,  1821  •  . 

105,975,484 

2,314,647 

IC 

i  January,  1822  .  • 

123,660,937 

%7^^fi(y7 

n 

6  January^  1823  •  . 

140,897,330 

3,235,120 

u 

S  January,  1824  .  • 

155,662,210 

3,696,876 

u 

5  January,  1825  •  • 

167,965,334 

4,148,385 

u 

5  January,  1826  •   • 

170,816,949 

4,622,470 

1: 

• 

•  See  N 

otc  to  Tabic  F, 

« 
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TABLE    G.  2.  ♦ 


Shewing  the  Toiid  Amoant  of  IkeDsM  eveated  by  the  Supflembntart  Loahs, 
as  it  will  stan4  at  the  Cemmaiceiiient  fuid  Close  of  any  given  Year,  if  Peace 
were  then  made  t  A|id  iJso^  t|ie  Total  Amoupit  of  Uia  Sinking  Fund  applicable 
ia  any  given  Year  to  the  Eattnctiim  of  such  Dsbt.-^The  Prioo  0f  SCocb  it 
snppossd  to  Yiiry  in  the  manner  stated  in  Colunm  2.  of  t\ii$  Table. 


1. 


«. 


9. 


4. 


5. 


TSAK. 


•5    "S 


•I 


Amount  of 
MfqeirCapiUl 

oTtiw 
SapplemenUry 
iMtr«Mia 
iagtinredeemed 
mi  t^e  Cojfk" 
mfeneenent  of 
each  Year, 

pontiouance  ci 


4>nM>oat 
ofttia 
Siii)ua|^Va|ri 
(Of  the 

tfry  Debt 

;litthe 
saufe  Pf  riods. 


Amount  . 

of  M^ef 

Capital  of 

the  ■lae 

Debt  ait  the 

ClOMOf 

each  Tear. 


Mjitece  to  the  Effect  psodacad  on 
the  Aaioi^t  of  the  Ittoiief  Capital 
of  the  Dfbt,  by  tJie  Roe  of  ibs 
Funds,  in  the  difforent  Periods  here 
Mpposcd. 


SzzH 


70.58=4i 


=4    ¥ 


900,000 
1,eOT,OlT 
4,181,933 
6«.66=:4J|^      6,341,821 

11,364,266 

as^S9,jt^ 

23,109,429 
aai'254,464 
39,882,715 
50,462,017 
62,467,159 
75,869,841 
^IQ/AO.631 
109,148,920 

145,173,443 
160^66S,048 
173,812,238 
!86,«54,e6S 


:       3,333 

25,664 

684)«8 

101,28:^ 

129|S42 

181,022 

256,722 

•  352,965 

'  473,749 

620,698 

794,858 

997^318 

1,229,210 

l,49M^l 

1,818,045 
t!,l«r,i3« 
1^,510,395 
9,85e,»10 
8,178,175 
3,518,635 


£. 

194,667 

1,581^53 

4,113,3p5 

6,240,538 

7.710,6^6 

11,183,244 

15,72^.5«| 

22,750,464 

$0,282,715. 

39,262,017 

49,667,159 

$1,469,841 

74,64P,631 

^9,148.9^ 

107,330,875 

|«5,I7:},443 

142,66^,048 

157,812,258 

170,634,063 

183,115,428 


% 


^■ 


2    S 

i    i 

<5   ^ 


I.   I  I 


4    <i  2 


3   ;: 


2  I 


I    S   S  £ 


*  8^|l9lfi^.Table  F.  ?. 
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PARL.  PAPERS*— //^e  Next  Plan  of  Fn^ 


TABLE    G.  3.  * 


Shewing  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Debt  created  by  the  Sc 
as  it  will  stand  at  the  Commencement  and  Close  of  an^ 
were  then  made  :  And  also,  the  Total  Amount  of  the  S 
in  any  ^ven  Year  to  the  Extinction  of  such  Debt.— 
supposed  to  vary  in  the  manner  stated  in  Column  2.  o 


I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

3. 

Price  of  3  per  Cpnlr  Stock. 
Rate  of  Interest  per  Cent. 

Amount  of 
Money  Capital 

of  the 

Supplementary 

Debt  remain- 

Amount 

of  the 

Sinking  Fund 

Amount 
of  Money 
Capital  of 

Referei 
the  . 

Yeae, 

ing  unredeemec 
at  the  Com- 
mencement of 
earh  Year, 
during  the 
Continuance  ol 
the  War. 

of  the 
.  Supplemen- 
tary Debt 
at  the 
same  Periods. 

the  same 
Debt  at  the 

Close  of 
each  Year. 

of  tl 
Fane 
supp 

:     ^. 

<£. 

£. 

£: 

1807 

!    60.     =5 

200,000 

3,333 

196,6(57 

1808 

'    66.66=4^ 

a     1,6.18,518 

24,501 

l,549i017 

1809 

-    -    .    - 

4,194,017 

64,606 

4,129,411 

1810 

75.    :r4 

b    6,645,587 

94,179 

6,551,408 

1811 

-    -    .  - 

8,151,408 

119,279 

8,032,129 

1812 

•    85.71— 3j 

c   12,379,576 

161,385 

12,218,191 

1813 

-    -    -    - 

17,018,191 

.      222,035 

16,796,156 

1 

1814 

:    Par.      3 

d  25,995,515 

293,806 

25,701,709 

1815 

h4S    r 

33,701,709 

382,620 

33.319,089 

1816 

•\t-o       1 

42,919.089 

490,098 

42,428,991 

1817 

■y "■= 

that  rate  thi 
this  period 

53,623.991 

616.800 

53,012.191 

!-; 

1818 
1819 

.     65,812,191 
79,448,887 

763,304 
930,205 

65,048,887 
78,518,684 

1820 

94,518,684 

1,118,109 

93,400.575 

li 

1821 

u-s 

113,400,575 

1,351,652 

112,048.923 

1822 

l!i 

132,048,923 

1,592,201 

130,456,722 

1823 

150,456,722 

1,839,967 

148,616,755 

^ 

1824 

166,616,755 
180,541,589 

2,075,166 
2,297,420 

164,541,589 
178,244,169 

' 

1825 

1826 

J  -q           M    194,li44J69  J 

2,526,342 

191,717,821- 

, 

♦  5e6Note*to  Table  P. «, 
yoL.Ym.^A^endh.  t 
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PARL.  PAPERS— Tal/let  and  CakuUiims  niptduig 


\}xm 


TABLE    G.  4. 
Shewing  at  one  View  the  different  Results  of  the  tHrce  Tables,  G,  G.  3,  and  G.  3. 

1st  SorrosiTioti^Takle  Q.—i— The  3  per  Cents,  are  sttppo^ed  to  continar  at  60.  Uiroo^hont  the  whole 
period  of  SO  Years. 

9d  SurrosiTioN— Table  O.  2.— >*-The  3  per  Cents,  are  nippoaed  to  contiBue  for  the  Ist  Year  (viz. 
1807)  at  60. ;  then  to  rise  to  63.16,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years,  viz.  duringr  1808  ^nd  1&09  ;  then  to 
rise  to  66.66,  and  to  to  conttnoelbrtwo  Years,  rix.  during  1910  and  181 1 ;  then  to  rise  to  70.58,  and  so 
to  continue  for  two  Years,  ris.  during  1812  opd  1813;  avd4b«u«-iriz.  in  1814^  to  ri«e  to  73.  aiidtocoo- 
tinue  at  that  Price  throughout  the  test  of  the  period  of  20  Years. 

Sd  SvrrosiTioy— Tahle  O.  3.— ^-The  3  per  Cents  are  supiMsed  to  continue  for  tKe  1st  Year  (viz. 
1807)  at  60. ;  then  toriseto66.66,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years,  viz.  during  1808  ond  1809  ;  then  to 
rise  to  75.  and  so  tocontinue  for  two  Years  viz.  during  1810  and  181 1 ;  then  to  rise  to  85.71,  and  so  to 
continne  for  two  Years,  viz.  during  1812  and  1813  faud  then,  viz.  in  1814,  to  rise  to  Par,  smd  to  continue 
at  that  Price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Period  of  20  Years. 
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PARL.  PAPERS.—/^  New  Plan  of  Finance. 

TABLE    H:* 


[lx» 


Shewing  the  Total  Amount  of  the  present  Debt,  as  it  will  stand  at  the  Commence- 
ment and  Close  of  any  ^ven  Year ;  and  also,  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  applicable  in  each  Year  to  the  Extinction  o£  such!  Debt ;  the  Portions  of 
the  Excesses  of  the  Sinking  Fund  above  the  Interest  of  the  Existing  Debt  for 
the  Time  being,  which  will  be  applied  in  Diminution  of  the  Amount  of  New 
Taxes,  as  by  Table  X).  having  been  first  deducted  from  si^ch  Sinking  Fuiid  in 

'    each  Year. 


-     i-           .    ' 

2. 

3. 

4, 

5. 

Year, 
Commencing 

Amount  of  the 
present  Debt 
remaining  un- 
redeemed at  the 
Coifamence- 
mentof  each 
Year. 

Amount  of  the  Amount  of  the 
present  Sinking  same  Debt  at 
Fund  afthc     the  Clow?  of 
same  Periods,      each  Year. 

£. 

rf. 

£. 

5  January,  1807 

352,793,722 

8,331,709 

344,462,013 

5  January,  1808  ..    ..     .. 

344,462,013  - 

8,748,294 

335,713,719 

5  January,  1809 

335,713,719 

9,185,708 

326,528,011 

5  January,  1,810  ..    ..     .. 

326,528,011 

9,644,993 

316,883,018 

5  Janqary,  1811 

316,883,018 

10,127,242 

306,7^5,776 

^  January,  1812  ..    .•     .. 

306,755,776 

10,633,604 

296,122,172 

5  January,  1813  •.     ..    .. 

296,122,172 

11,165,284 

284,956,888 

5  January,  1814  .,    ..    .. 

284j956,888 

.11,723^48 

-873,233,340 

5  January,  1815  t»    ««     •• 

273,233,340 

12,309,725 

260,983,615 

5  January,  1816 

260,923,615 

12,925,211 

247,998,404 

5  January,  1817  ••     ••     •• 

247,998,404 

12,824,JB05 

235,173,599 

i5  January,  1818  ••     .,     .• 

.235,173,599 

12,612,712 

22^,560,887 

5' January,  1819  • 

222,56p,887 

12,283,347 

210,277,540 

5  January,  1820 

210,277,540 

11,830,848 

198,446,692 

5  January,  1321   ••    •*    .. 

198,446,692 

11^089,057 

187,357,635 

5  January,  182^  •^    •«     •• 

187,357,^35 

10,-310,176 

177,047,459 

5  January,  1823  « 

177,047,459 

9,492,351 

167,555,108 

.^         '^ 

5  January,  1B24  . .     •  •    . . 

167,555,108 

8,766,968 

1.58,788,140 : 

"' 

5  Js^uary,  1825  ••     ••     .. 

.158,7.88,140 

,     8,138,650 

150,649,490 

5  January,  1826 

150,649,490 

■     7,532:474 

143,117,016 

♦  Sec  Note  to  Table  F, 
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PAUL.  VAPERS.^Tables  and  Caicukticps  relucting 

TABLE    H.2.  • 


(Izxil 


Shewing  the  Total  Amount  of  the  present  Debt  as  it  will  stand  nt  the  CoTnmcncQmeQt  ;mi4  Close  of  any 
givtu  Year :  oiid  also,  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Sinktoj^  Fuml  applicable  iu  each  Year  to  the  EKttoc* 
lion  of  such  Debt ;  the  portions  of  the  Excesses  of  the  Sinkiug  Fund  above  the  Interrat  of  the  e^ist- 
in;4  Debt  for  the  Time  being,  which  will  be  Applied  iu  Dimuiution  of  tiie  Amount  of  New  Taxes,  ^ 
by  I'ahle  D.  2.,  having  been  first  deducted  front  such  Sinking  Fund  in  each  Year. — The  Price  C4 
Stocks  is  supposed  to  vary  in  the  manner  stated  iu  Column  2.  of  this  Table. 


55  is  S 

CDOOSGDODODODQDQDCDCO      0000000900 

YBAa. 

»o»o»o    —    —    —    —    —   *-    —    —    ^*-ooo 

Ci    o.  4-    ca 

ld^O«0D^CkOT4-U»0      ^O<O0B-X 

—r" 

j^ 

*J   '    9   •    ?   '  .?  S          Price  of3  per  Cent.  Stock 

—  -  -  -  -- 

"^ 

And  to  continue  at  that  Rate                  •    S    i    o   i    o^ 

throughput  the  rcrt  of  thia'          3   '    $   '    k   '    ?  P          ^'*^*^ 

[)f4  per  Cent.  Stock 

0 

•i      1      ^     1      g     1      »0 

Period 
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Sl;£wmg  the  Total  Amount  of  the  present  Debt,  as  it  will  stand  at  the  Commenccnjciit  ftBdClbsetrfany  ' 
Swun  year :  and  also,  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  applicable  in  each  Year  to  ibe  Extinc- 
'  5'^"  °Y"^'^  ^*^^'  t^e  Portions  of  the  Excesses  of  the  Sinking  Fund  above  the  Interest  of  theexist- 
J115  Debt  lor  the  Time  being,  which  will  be  applied  in  Diminution  of  the  Amount  of  New  Taxes,  as 
by  Fable  D.  3.,  having  b^n  first  deducted  from  such  Sinking  Fund  iji  each  Year.— Thje  Price  of 
Stocks  is  supposed  to  vary  in  the  manner  stated  in  Column  2.  of  this  Table, 
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And  to  Continue  at  that 
Rate  throughout  the  rest  of 
this  Period  of  ao  Years. 
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TABLE    H.  4. 
Sbttmng  at  one  View  the  different  RgtutTs  of  the  Three  Tables,  H.  H.  2,  &  H,  3. 

Itt  SupvMiTiov-^Table  H.— Tbe  3  per  Cestt.  are  supposed  to  eontiniie  at  60.  tbroogboat  the 
vhola:»«riod  of  90  Years. 

.  s2d  SvfeofmoK— Table  H.  3.— — Tbe  3  per  Cents,  are  mppoaed  to  contimie  for  the  1st  Year  (viz .  1 807) 
ftt  60 ;  then  to  rue  to  63. 16,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years,  vis.  during  1808  and  1809;  then  to  rise 
to  66.66,  and  so  to  eoutinne  for  two  Years,  viz.  during  1»10  and  181 1  -,  then  to  rise  to  70.58,  and  so  to 
eontmaefortwo,Years,Ttz.  during  18 ri  and  1813;  and  than,  viz.  In  I8U,  to  rise  to  '^5.  and  to  ccn* 
tinue  at  (hat  Price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Period  of  ^0  Years. 

3d  9Dr?osiTiON— Table  H  3. The  3  per  Cento,  are  supposed  to  continue  for  the  1st  Year  (m.  I  SOT) 

at  601 J  tbea  to  riw  to  66.66,  atid  so  to  continue  for  t%ro  Years,  riz.  during  1808  and  1809 ;  then  to  rise 
to  75*  and  m)  to  continue  for  two  Years,  viz.  during  1810  and  181 1 ;  then  to  rise  to  85.71 ;  and  so  to 
continue  for  two  Years,  \iz.  during  1812  and  1813 ;  and  then,  viz.  in  1814,  to  ri2«  to  Par,  and  to  coa- 
tinue  at  that  Priee  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Period  of  SO  Years.  • 
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TABLE    1.  * 


Shewing  the  Tofal  Amount  of  the  Three  following  Debts  combined,  as  tliey  will 
stand  at  the  Commencement  and  Close  of  any  given  Year;  viz. — The  Debt 
charged  upon  the  War  Taxes  (Table  F.) ;  the  Debt  created  by  the  Suppleractt- 
tary  Loans  (Table  G.);  and,  the  present  Debt  (Table  H.): — And  also,  the 
Total  Amount  in  any  given  Year  of  all  the  respective  Sinking  t'lmds  of  the 
said  Debts,  the  Portions  of  the  Excesses  of  the  Sinking  Fund  (Table  H.)  ha- 
ving been  first  deducted. — ^The  3  per  Cents,  supposed  to  continue  at  60. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

The  Conabincd 

The  Combined 

Amount  of  the 

Amount  of  tlie 

The 

War  Debt,  the 

Sinking  Funds 

Combined 

Supplementary 
Debt,  and  the 

of  the 
War  Debt, 

Amount  of 

Year, 

present  Debt 

the 

the  same  Debts 

remaming  Un- 

Supplementary 

at  the  Close 

,        Commencing 

redeemed  at  the 

Debt,  and  the 

of 

. 

**■••-'••'  '            .  >■* 

Commence- 

present Debt, 

ment  of  each 

at  the 

each  Year. 

Year. 

same  Periods. 

^r 

£. 

<^- 

' 

5  January,  1807      .     • 

364,993,722 

8,935,042 

356,058,680 

5  January,  1808      .     . 

369,458,679 

10,005,126 

359,453,553 

5  January,  1809      i     • 

.  374^053,553 

11,148,714 

362,904,839 

5  January,  1810     .     . 

37B,904,839 

12,439,482 

366,465,357 

5  January,  1811      .     . 

384,065,357 

■     13,888,120 

370,177,237 

5  January,  1813     •     . 

389,377,237 

15,435,858 

373,941,379 

/ 

5  January,  1813      .     . 

394,741,379 

17,087,649 

.    377,653,730 

5  January,  1814     .     . 

400,053,730 

18,848,697 

381,205,033 

6  January,   1815     *     • 

405,205,033 

20,724,463 

^84,480,570 

5  January,  1816     .     . 

410,080,570 

22,720.685 

387,559,885 

5  January,   1817     •     . 

414,539,885 

24,096,718 

390,463,167 

5  January,  1819      .     . 

419,263,167 

25.461,552  ' 

393,801,615 

5  January,  18 19     .     • 

424,201, 6J  5 

.    26,814,628 

397,386,987 

,  , 

5  January,  1820     .     . 

429,386,987 

28,155,358 

401,231,629 

5  January,   1821      .     . 

433,231,629 

27,963,124 

405,268,505 

5  January,  1822      *     . 

437,268,505 

27,761,279    " 

^  409,507,226 

5  January,  1823      *     . 

441,507,226 

27,549,341 

•    413,957,885 

0 

5  January,  1824     .     • 

445,957,885 

'  2!r,326,807 

418,63 1,0"78* 

5  January,  1825     •     . 

450,631,078 

J27,093,14S 

423,537,932 

fi  January,  .1826     .     . 

455,537,932       26,901,360 

• 

428,636,572 

*  See  Note  to  Table  F. 
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TABLE    L2.  • 


Pxxx 


Shewing  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Three  following  Debts  combined,  as  thej  mW 
stand  at  the  Commencement  and  Close  of  any  given  Year,  viz.  the  Debt 
charged  upon  the  War  Taxes,  (Table  F.  2.)  the  Debt  created  by  the  Supple- 
mentary Loans,  (Table  G.  9.)  and  the  present  Debt  (Table  H.  2.)  ;  and  also 
tlie  Total  Amount  in  any  eiven  Year,  of  all  the  respective  Sinking  Funds  of  the 
said  Debts. — ^The  Price  of  Stocks  is  supposed  to  vary  in  the  manner  stated  in 
GoK  2.  of  this  Table. 


1. 

2- 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Yeae. 

1 1  ^ 
j  J  1 

v%          ^          ^ 

III 

The  Combined 
Amount  of  the 
War  Debt,  the 
Supplementary 
Debt,  and  the 
present  Debt, 
remaining  un» 
redeemed  at  the 
Commence- 
ment of  each 
Year. 

Fhe  Combined 
Amount  of  the 
Sinking  Funds 

of  the  War 

Debt,  the  Sup. 

plementary 

Debt,  and  the 

present  Debt, 
at  the 

same  Periods. 

The 

Combined 

Atnount 

of  the 

same  Debts 

at  the 

Close  of  each 

Year. 

1807 
1808 
18D9 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1J318 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 

£■ 

60     =80*=  5 
63-16=84.21=41 

66.66=88.88=4i 

70.58=94.1  l=4i 

75      =Par.  — 4t 
^    .     .    .     ^    - 

And  to  C9ntini:re 

at    that     rate 

tHroughottt  the 

-     rest  of  this  pe-' 

riod  of  SfO  years. 

-^          .    ^v  •        — ' 

£^ 

364,993,722 
385,669,508 
390,235,550 
413,442,752 
418,529,883 
444,720,344 
449.945,961 
479,163,455 
484,161,791 
488,933,396 
493,383,867 
497,554,010 
501,890,960 
506,401,390 
509,492,239 
512,706,723 
516,049,788 
5*19,526,577 
523,142,440 
526^841,263 

£' 

8,935,042 
10,033,958 
11,181,735 
12,512,869 
13,979,949 
15,574,383 
17,224,300 
19,001,664 
20,828,395 
.    22,749,529 
24,629,857 
26,063,050 
27,489,570 
28,909,151 
28,785,516 
29,656,935 
28,523,211 
28,384,137 
28|301,177 
28,282,707 

356,058,680 
375,635,550 
379,953,815 
400,9^9,883 
.404,549,934 
429,145,961 
4S«,721,6S1 

460,151,791 
465,333,396 
466,183,867 
468,754,010 
471,490,960 
474,401,390 
477,492,239 
480,706,723 
484,049,788 
487,526,577 
491,142,440 
494,841,263 
498,558,556 

•  The  note  •'a  to  Table  H.  2.  -will  shew  the  manner  of  •reducing  the  nominal  capW 
of 'ftic  preseirt  debt  to  a  immtj  tapllal-;  and  the  other  n<5tes^  to  that  Tabic,  "and  to  the 
Tables  F.  2,  and  G.  2,  will  shew  how  the  existing  debt  as  affected  by  the  several  rises  of 

the  funds.  ' 

t  See  note  */  to  Tab^e  H*fi»  Mating  the  teductlcn  of  the  5  per  cent,  stock  to  a  4  per 

cent,  stock. 
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Shewing  the  Total  Amount  of  tlic  Tlire^  following  Debts  combined,  as  they  wM 
stand  at  the  Commencement  and  Close  of  any  given  Year,  viz-  the  Debt 
charged  apon  the  War  Taxes,  (Table  F.  3.)  the  Debt  created  by  the  Supple* 
mentary  Loans,  (Table  G.  S.)  and  the  present  Debt  (Table  H.  8.) ;  and  also 
the  Total  Amount  in  any  given  Year>  of  all  the  respective  Sinking  Funds  of  the 
said  Debts. — ^The  Price  of  Stocks  is  supposed  to  vary  ia  the  manner  slated  in 
Column  g.  of  this  Table. 

4.  5.  6^ 


1. 


5, 


Year. 


1807 
1808 
J809 
Ulp 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
I8ir 
11818 
i819 
1820 
II821 
i;822 
1823 
.1(824 
1825 
li82S 


u 

I 


t 


s 
u 

I 

<«         -*        A 


o 


The  Combined 
Amount  of  the 
War  Debt,  the 
Supplementary 
Debt,  and  the 
present  Dellit, 
remaifitng  un- 
redeemed at  the 
Commence-' 
ment  of  fSch 
Year. 


60.     =80     =  5 
166,66=88,88=41 


75.     =  Par  =4 


185.71 

=31 

=3 

•  1   ~        ■•        " 

• 

J         . 

«        •      ^ 

<• 

.         ^ 

-        -        - 

» 

-         - 

.        •        ^ 

- 

.-         - 

\. '  ! 

■• 

•          • 

-  -  - 

"• 

-         • 

£. 

364,993,722 

403,681,539 
408,218,744 
456,510,519 
461,420,073 
516,780,685 
521,756,780 
594,921,274 
^99,652,988 
604,206,654 
608,512,931 
61^,500,^98 
616,607,490 
620,a;37,r96 
623,595,012 
626,434,946 
fe9»S60,080 
632,231,576 
635,088,886 
637,992,996 


The  Combined 
Amount  of  the 
Sinking  Funds 

of  the  War 
Debt,  the  Sup- 
plementary 

Debt,  and  the 

present  Debt, 
at  the 

same  Periods. 


6,935,042 
10,063,795 
11,314,623 
12,690,446 

14,179,396 
15,823,905 
17,472,7;42 
I9»268,286 
21,046,334 
S2,8()3,723 
24,812,533 
26,292,908 
27,769,694 
29,242,784 
29,160,066 
29,074,866 
29,128,504 
29,142,690 
29>0d5,890 
29,065,719 


The 

Combined 

Amount 

of  the 

same  Debts 

at  the 

Close  of  each 

Year. 


356,058,680 
393,618,744 
396,904,121^ 
443,820,073 

447,240,677 
500,956,780 
504,284,038 
575,652,988 
573,606,654 
581,312,931 
583,700,398 
586,207,490 
588,837,796 
591,595,012 
594,434,946 
597,360,080 
600,231,576 
603,088,886 
605,992,996 
608,927,277 


*  The  note  ♦  n  to  Table  H.  3  •  will  shew  jthc  manner  of  reducing  the  nominal  cental 
cf  the  pftsent  debt  to  a  money  capital ;  and  the  other  note*  tb  that  Table,  and  to  the 
Tables  F,  3,  and  G.  3,  will  shew  how  th6  existing:  debt  is  aflfcctcd  by  the  several  rises  of 
the  funds;  . 

Sec  note  */  to  Tablet  R  3,  stating  the  Hedudion  of  the  5  per  cent,  stock  to  a  4  per 
<;eRt.  stock  ;  «nd  the  4  per  cent,  stodc  ta  a  3^  pet  cent,  stock. 
Vol.  Wlh^Ap^aidU.  t 
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TABLE    1.  4. 
Shewing  tt  one  Yiew  the  dWerenr  Results  of  the  Three  Tablet,  I.I.  2,  &  1. 3. 

Itt  Sv?potiTtoii->Ttble  I. Tlte  3  p«r  C^u.  an  tuppo»ed  to  coatintie  ^  60.  throaghout  th« 

%Ilolfr  Period  oT  20  Years. 

yd  Svrto^inoK— Tftble  I.  9. ^The  3  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  continnu  fbr  the  1  «t  Year  (viz,  1807) 

•t  60. ;  then  to  ri*e  to  63.  i  6,  and  uo  to  continue  for  two  Years,  ?i«.  during  1808  and  1809 ;  then  to  rise 
to«6.«i,aodiotoconUnoelbrtH'0  Years,  riz.  during  1810  i^nd  1811;  then  to  rse  to  70.3S,  aodFoto 
Ooatitine  lor  two  Ye^rs,  vui.  dnring  1812  and  18]3;  and  then,  ris.  iq  1314,  to  rise  to  75.  and  to  coo- 
tiijuc  at  (bat  Price throu^liout  the  rost  of  the  Period  of  «0  Years.  • 

3d  Srrrojmo!!— Table  I.  3. The  3  per  Genu,  are  suppuaed  to  ront{nnefi>rthe  1«t  Year  (vtr..  IBO:) 

at  «0.  s  than  to  ri^t  fen  66.6<>,  and  ao  to  oontioue  fox  two  Years,  vijc.  fhiriag  1 808  and  1809 ;  then  to  nso 
to  75,  and  M>  to  continae  for  two* Years,  viz.  durfug  1810  and  181 1 ;  then  to  rise  to  ^5.71  \  and  so  to 
coQt|ure.ror  two  Years,  viz  during  IS  12  and  1813 ;  and  then,  r\z,  m  18U»  to  n:>e  to  Bg|  and  to  cq&- 
tiouc  at  that  Price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Period  of  itO  Years.  ^i%^ 


r.  0»  i^  tji  '•£«■'  O  -c  CO  o  =^  5j»  ■»-  o  »c  —  C  '^5  00  -I 


Yba*. 


i' 


O         ff  3^  ^     ? 
o-*g  »52  •  o  E©  i 


r   g-      s. 


-  a.  g  y.  ^  -» 5  -» g  5> 
•33  —  w^  =,o  3 


«  "-      a. 


-3  :^»  tc  u:>cr,iAO  J^'  l^ f*  ^^  ** ^ i^  J~  *  i**  ^  *• 
To  'o  "lo  lo  V 1^  oo  "^  Ift  \h  "to  "ty.  o  ^  ^1 V  b?  to  "bi  to  o^ 

^O0DU9>C3'OCAO?'.«O0>i0C^0DiO>Mi>^QDt0Ch 

Ki  00  *-  ^  ^  y*  J-'  ^  js  j---  j^'  j*^  "*  *•  p  j^  ^  i**  ~  tS  • 


■Ti|i.?g'S^i 


^Mgis »"  ^.s-^BO- 


•^  ^  I  ?    S^  Si 
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PARL.  PAPERSu-'tf*  New  PUn  qfFumce. 

TABLE    K.  ' 


[Uuxvi 


^liowin.'ttic  Comparative  Amounts  of  New  Taxes  wtiieU  will  be  rcmnre.1  in  each 
7cTr!  Tord"  5  ^  the  Plan  in  Table  C.  Colimm  4,  uml  of  New  Tax^,  which 
«S  e  rejuiml  td  provide  frtr  ^.11,000,000.  b.,rrow«l  in  every  Year,  ac- 
CO  .to  tin-  prrscnt  System,  dcductinsr  in  eaa>Case  the,  expire!  Annul  les 
fmmt^eTaxe/.^ch  would  olher.vi«^  Tlie  3  jpcr  tots,  b^ing 

supposed  to  continue  at  60. 


1. 


2. 


Veau, 
Commencing 


Taxes 
which  Will  "be 
required  accord- 
ing tp  the  Plan 
propbsed  ih 
Tabic  C. 
Colum 


5  January^ 
5  January, 
5  Januarys 
5  Jiinuary^ 
5  January^ 
5  January, 
5  Jaiiuary> 
5  January, 
5  January, 
5  January, 
3  January, 
5  January  I 
5  January, 
5  January, 
5  January, 
5  January^ 
5  Januaryj 
5  January, 
^  January, 
5  Jaouaryt 


1-807 
ISOS 

i8oy 

1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1315 
18l6' 
18ir 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 


X  »  - 


4t 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil, 
293,000 
293,000 
293,000 
293,000 
293^000 
293,000 
293,000 

Nil. 

Nil. 

i 

Nd, 

Nil. 

Nil,. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


TaIchs 

which  would 
be  rcquirtd 

according  to 

the  present 

System. 


717,818* 

36'3,33St 

733,333 

733,333 

733,335 

733^333 

733,333 

733,333 

733,333 

733,333 

733,335 

733,333 

733,338 

435,736t 

733,333 

733,333 

733,333 

733,333 

733,333 

733,333 


4. 
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PARL.  PAPERS.— TdWei  mid  Cateuiatians  retpfHwg 

TABLE    K.  2. 


[IzixrAi 


Shewing  tlic  comparative  Amounts  of  New  Taxe«  which  willbemiuifed  ui  eack 
Year,  according  to  the  Plan  in  Table  C.  2.  Column  5,  and  of  New  Taxes 
which  would  be  required  to  provide  for  £.  1 1 ,000,000  borrowed  in  every  \  eau 

•  accordinjg  to  the  present  System ;  deducting  in  each  Case  the  expired  AnDni- 
ties,  anda  Sum  arising  from  the  Reduction  of  tbe  5  per  Cent  to  a  4  P^y^^- 
Fund  from  the  Taxes  %\  h  icli  would  otUcrwise  he  required.  The  Price  of  Stocks 
is  supposed  to  vary  in  the  Manner  stated  in  Column  2  of  this  Table. 


Year. 


1Q07 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1811 

1814 

1815 

1816 

18ir 

1818 

1819 

1830 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 


s 


Taxes 

which 
will  be 
sequirrd  accord- 
ing to  the 
Plan  proposed 
in 
Table  C  2, 
Column  5* 


60      =5 
63.16=4J 

66.66=41 

70.58=:4J 


Taxes 
which 
would  be  re> 
quired  accord- 
ing to  the 
preaent  Syatem 


75      =4 


1  - 


And  to  conti- 
Bue    at  that 

^  rate  tbroogli-  ^ 
o«t  thereat  of 
tbii  period  of 
SO  years. 


£. 

X. 

Na. 

f  717,818  * 

KU. 

326,660  .t 

NU. 

696,660 

fsso^o 

660,016 

230,000 

660,016 

230,000 

623,351 

230,000 

6*2J,351 , 

230,000 

106,137  % 

23O»0OO 
^230,000 

586,666 

k   h%&j5l&Q 

r    Nil. 

r  586,666 

Ni!. 

586,66$ 

Ni^. 

586,666 

NU. 

289,1 19  § 

Nil. 

.     586,666 

■^     NiJ. 

586,666 

NiU      - 

.   586,666 

Na. 

b%QJ66& 

Nil. 

586,666 

L    Nil. 

L  586,666 

5. 


*  Thia  aiam»  togeCher  with  1 5,51 5/.  annuitiea  falling  in  diia  year,  make  up  733,335/. 

f  This  som^  togedier  with  370,000/.  annuities  fidling  i«  tUs  ^ear^  make  up  733,333/' 

X  This  sam,  together  with  480,529/.  arismg  from  the  reduction  of|Q|teitst  on  the  5per 
cent,  stodc,  supposed  to  take  place  t^  jrev,  imake  b^fiQ6U 

§  This  8um,toeether  with  230^000/.  imperial  annuitiea&lling  in  this  year,  and  life  aa- 
nmties  granted  in  William  and  Mary,  and  George  U«  supposed  to  faateaUMea  in- by  this 
lime,  aaipuntmg  to  &!fiMU  make  up  586,6607. 
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TABLE    K.  3. 


[xc 


Shewing  the  coropatative  Amounts  of  New  Taxes  -which  will  be  required  in  eacK 
Year,  according  to  the  Ran  in  Table  C  3.  Column  5,  and  of  New  Tates 
which  would  be  required  to  provide  for  11,000,000/.  borrowed  in  every  Year, 
according  to  the  present  System ;  deducting  in  each  Case  the  expired  Annuities, 
and  a  Sum  arising  from  the  Reduction  of  the  5  per  Cents,  to  a  4  p^  C^t.  Fund^ 
aad  of  the  4  per  Cents*  to  a  3  per  Cent.  Fund,  from  the  Taxes  whk^  wouhl 
otherwise  be  required.  The  Price  of  Stocks  is  supposed  to  varj  hk  the  maimer 
stated  in  Column  2  of  this  Table. 
1.  2.  3.  4.  5. 


Ybah. 


1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824' 

1825 

1826 


i  (£ 

^  I 

^  I 


•c 


Taxes 

which 
will  be  required 

according  to 

the  Flan  proposed 

in 

Tabic  C.  S, 

Column  5« 


Taxes 

which 

would  be  required 

accordii^g  to 

the 

present  Systein* 


60=5 
66.66=4^ 


75=4 


85.71=S| 


Nil. 


Par   =3 


275,836 
Nil. 


♦  717,818 

t  290,000 

660,000 

t  106,137 

586,^66 

513,333 

513,333 

II  NH. 

II  Nil. 

II  353,622 

440,000 

440,000 

440,000 

§  142,453 

440,000 

440,000 

4W,000 

440,000 

440,000 

440,000 


*  This  sum,  together  with  15,515/.  annuities  falling  in  this  year,  make  up  733,333/. 

t  This  sum,  together  with  370,000/.  annuities  falling  in  this  year,  make  up  66*0,000/. 

J  This  8«m,  together  with  480,529/.  arising  from  the  reduction  of  bterest  on  the  5  per 
Cent,  stock  supposed  to  take  place  this  year,  make  586.6667. 

11  The  sum  of  948,6o6/.  arising  from  the  reduction  of  interest  on  the  4  per  cents,  sup- 
posed to  take  phicc  this  year,  psoTides  for  the  suppliefc  of  1814  and  1815^  and  pwtk  for 
those  of  1816. 

§  Thrs  sura,  together  with  230,000/.  imperial  'annu*ti^s  falling  in  this  year,  and  life 
annuities  granted  in  William  and  Mary,  and  George  11.  sup^josed  to  have  all  tallen  in  br 
this  time,  amounting  to  67,547/.,  xvtikt  up  440,000/. 
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sci]  PARL.  VATEtiS^taMa  mid  Cakulaiimu  MpeeHng  [iti 

TABL6    k.  4.      ' 

Shewing  at  one  View  the  diAercnt  Results  of  the  throe  Tables^  K,  K.  2,  and  &.  i 

Ist  SuPTOSfTioK^-TaUle  K.— — TItt  3  per  C«ats.  »f«supp<wedtocoaUiiifrAt60.tbnii«bAittbeHl.o'e 
period  of  SO  Y«»nu 

8d  Supposition— Table  K.  '2.— — -l^**  3  per  Centi.  arc  wppoacd  to  continue  for. the  l»t  Year  fii?. 
I807)at  60. ;  then  to  rise  to  63. 1 6,  ami  so  to  continue  for  two  Years,  viz.  Uiirinj;  1808  and  1  hl)9»  t! -.  •» 
rise  to  66. 66«  and  so  tb  continue  f<Jr  two  Vt.trs,  \\f..  chtrin^  1910  sliid  181 1 ;  then  to  rise  to70./7*>*f»!  > 
tocontinoeibr  two  Yearji,  viz.  dvrhig  1812  and  1813 1  dml  then,  \\z  in  1814,  U> rise  to  75.  atidtnoj:- 
tiniie  at  that  Price  throughuoi  the  rvat  of  the  Period  oC  20  Years* 

3d  SupposiT low— Table  K.  3. ^Thc  3  per  Cents,  are  au|ipt»ed  to  cont*»niic  fur  tJic  1st  Year  [•  '. 

1807)  at  60. ;  then  tori!«eto66.C6,  and  «o  to  continue,  for  two  Ycais»  \\z.  dtirifty  Ifto^  and  ISOiJ;  then  'o 
rise  to  75.  and  so  to  continue  for  ta-o  Years  viz.  during  ^810  and  1811:  then  to  ri»u  to  83.71,  and  m.m 
continue  (or  two  Teari,  viz.durin;  18tC  and  1813;  nndthen,  viz.  iu  1811,  to  rice  to  Par,  and  cue  >iiiii.ie 
at  that  Price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Period  uf  20  Yoari. 


1st    SupposrrioH. 

2d    Si'ppujti'noK. 

3d    hUPPOSlTIOS. 

1- 

Taxis 

Taxes 

Taxbs 

Taxes 

Taxks 

Ta\fs 

which  wUl  be 

which  would 

which  tiiil 

which  would  be 

which  will  be 

1 

which  . 

Ytaa. 

raqaired  ac« 

coidiiif  tothe 

proposed 

Plan. 

be  reqnirod 

according  to 

the  present 

System: 

be  required 

according  to 

the  propose. 

Plan. 

required 
according  )o 
the  present 

System. 

1      required 
,  according  to 
1  the  proposed 
Plan. 

1 

wouid  be  re- ; 

cjuired  arcord- 

ing  to  the  • 

picsentSysteni 

1807 

717,818 

Nil. 

£, 
717,818 

£, 
Nil. 

£'        ! 
7l1,B18 

1808 

Nil. 

363,333 

Nil. 

326,060' 

Nil. 

290,000 

1809 

Nil. 

7J3,333 

Nil. 

696,6C0 

Nil. 

660,000 

1810 

.   293,000 

7:33,''.33 

230,000 

6£0,016 

Nil. 

106,137 

1811 

290,000 

■    733,333 

Si30,000 

600,016 

Nil. 

58o,6C6 

1812 

293,000 

733,333 

230,0C0 

623,351 

Nil. 

513,333 

1813 

293,000 

733,333 

230,000 

623,351 

Nd. 

513,333 

1814 

293,000 

733,033 

230,000 

106,137 

/  Nil. 

Nil. 

1815 

293,000 

733,533 

230.0C0 

5^G,e^Q  i 

\        NiU 

Nil. 

1816 

293,000 

733,333 

230,000 

586,666 

Nil. 

'333.622 

1817 

Nil. 

733,333 

NiL 

586,666 

2:5.836 

440,000 

1818 

Nil. 

733,333 

Nil. 

586,666 

Nil. 

'"    440,000 

1819 

Nil. 

733,333 

Nil. 

586,666 

Nil. 

.    440,000 

1820 

Nil. 

435,780 

NU. 

289,119 

NiL 

14!?,453 

1821 

Nil. 

733,333 

Nil. 

586,666 

NiL 

440,000 

1822 

Nil. 

733,333 

Nil. 

5^Qfie^ 

NiL 

440.000 

1823 

Nil. 

733,333 

NM. 

586,666 

NU. 

440,000 

1824 

NU. 

733,333. 

Nil. 

5^SA^ 

NiL- 

440,000 

1325 

NU. 

733,333 

Nil. 

586,666 

N.t 

446.000 

1826 

Nil. 

733,333 

Nil. 

586,666 

Nil.      * 

440,000 
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TABLE    L.» 


8hcuing  the  Compawlivc  Total  AniountsinaDy  given  Yeor,  of  all  the  New  Taxes 
\Yhich  vrill  have  betn  inipfMcd,  subseqiiODt  to  the  5th  of  January,  1807,  ac<* 
cording  to  tlic  Plan  proposed  in  Table  O.  Column  4  :— And  of  the  New  Taxes 
whtdi  would  have  been  imposed,  supposing  j£.  11,000,000*  to  have  been 

.  bcMrrowed  in  each  Year,  according  to  tlie  present  System,  deducting  in  eacli 
t'use  the  expiring  Aniuiitics  from  tho  Tax«i  which  would  otherwise  nave  beea 
imposed,  as  slatttl  in  Table  K.   The  3  per  Cents  aye  bupj)osed  to  continue  at  60, 


1. 


e. 


Total  Amot^nt 
in  nny  given 
Year,  of  Taxes 
which  will  be  im- 
posed subsequently 
to  1807, 
accorcHnu  to  the 
Plan 
inT 
Column 


Commencing 


5  January, 
b  Janaafy, 
^  January, 

6  January, 
5  January, 
5  Januarj-, 
5  January, 
5  January, 
5  January, 
5  January, 
5  Januarj% 
5  January, 
5  January, 
5  January, 
5  Janu;^iy, 
5  January, 
5  January, 
5  January, 
5  January, 
5  January, 


1807 
140a 

lao.o. 

1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
18KS 

18l() 
1820 
1821 
1.8€2 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 


I  pf-oposed, 
lablc  C. 

4. 


Total  Amount 

in  any  given 

Year,  of  Taxes 

which  would  have 

been  impo.'ied 

after  1807, 

if  Loans  were 

Mls^d  according  to 

the  present  System 


Nil, 
NiU 
Nil 

293/)00 

586,1)00 

879,000 
1,172,000 
1,465,000 
1,758,000 
2,051,000 

.^o  New  Taxes  bcii.g 
required  Mihsoq^Mit 
fotlieyearl816,  the 
Total  will  remain 
thesauH",  (f«n:igtl.« 
wkt.lc  of  tbese  y  eavs*. 


717,818 

1,081,151 

1,814,484 

2,547,817 

.3,281,150 

4,014,483 

4,747,814 

5,481,149 

6,214,482  . 

6,f)4r,8l5 

7,681,148 

8,414,481 

9,147,814 

9,533,600 

10,316,933 

11,050,266 

11,783,599 

12,516,932 

13^50,265 

13,983.598 


*  This  sum  of  eleven  millions 
rpake  up  the  annual  sum  of  thirty 
pos.d  to  prpyidc  by  this  plan. 


loan,  added  to  twenty-one  rtiillioni  of  war  taxes,  would 
>two  millions,  the  same  cs;penditure  for  which  it  is  pro- 
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TABLE    L.2. 


Shewing  the  comparative  Total  Amounts  in  any  given  Year,  of  all  tlie  Np.w 
Taxes  whicliwul  haye  been  imposed  subsequently  to  the  5tb  of  January,  1807, 
according  to  the  Plan  proposed  in  Table  C.  2.  Column  5 :— And  of  the  ^-ew 
Taxes  wnkh  would  have  been  impoeed,  supposing  jf.  11,000,000*  to  have 
hoen  borrowed  in  each  Year,  according  to  the  present  System,  dediicting  in 
each  Case  the  expiring  Annuities  and  a  Sum  arising  ftma  the  Reduction  of 
the  5  per  Cent,  to  a  4  per  Cent.  Fund  from  the  Taxes  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  imposed^  as  staled  in  TaUe  K.  S.  The  Price  of  Stocks  is  supposed  to 
vaiy  in  the  Blanner  stated  in  C<rfunm  S.  of  this  Table. 


1. 

9. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

YfAa. 

■i  t 

^  1 
£  1 

1   1  . 

Total  Amount  in 

any  given  Year, 

of  Taxes  which 

will  have  been 

imposed  sabse* 

quenUytol807, 

according  to  ihe 

Plan  proposed  in 

Table  C.  2- 

Column  5* 

Total  Amount  in 
any  given  Year, 
of  Taxts  which  , 
would  hare  been  ^ 
imposed,  after 
1807,  if  Loans 

were  raised 
according  to  the 
present  System. 

- 

^. 

^. 

1807 

66.    5-5 

Nil. 

717,818 

1808 

68.I6=:4| 

Nil. 

1,044,478 

1809 

Nil. 

1,741,138 

1810 

(%.6€=4| 

230,000 

2,401,154 

1811 

' 

460,000 

3,061,170 

1812 

70.58=41 

690,000 

5,684,521 

1813 

920,000 

4,307,872 

1814 

T5.     =4 

1,150,000 

4,414,009 

1815 

-    -    •    .      r 

1,380,000 

5,000,675 

1816 

-  •  *    ^    . 

1,610,000 

5,587,341 

1817 

•    *.    -    - 

1      •     .   .    .      ^ 

6,174,907 

1818 

.  -    •    •    - 

"    "    "    " 

ejeofirs 

.      1819 
1820 
182^ 
1822 
1823 

And  to  continue 
at    that     rat€ 

■     throughout  th«J 
rest  of  this  pe- 
riod of  20  year* 

As  n<l  fresh  taxes 
are  required  to 
>•     be  imposed  in^ 
these  years,  the 
Total    remains 
the  same. 

7,347,539 

7,636,458 
»,223,124 
8,809,790 
9,396,456 

k 

1824 

-     .     -    . 

-     -     .    . 

9.986,m 

1825 

•m     ,"      "      ^     • 

-     .     -    . 

10i569i788 

1826 

.  "".  "  .*!-  ."* — S 

r  '  •  ■  •  ^ 

11,156,454 

*  This^sam  of  ckven^  millions  loan,  added  to  twe«ty«one  millions  war  taxes,  would 
make  up  the  annual  sum  of  thirty*two  millions,  the  same  expenditure  for  which  it  is  p^^ 
posed  to  provide  by  this  plan. 
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PARL«   fALTEBS.'^ieNeo  Plan  of  Finance.. 

TABLE    L.  3. 


{^oribt 


Shewing  .the  comparative  Total  Amounts  in  any  given  Year,  of  all  the  New 
Taxes  which  wUl  have  been  imposed  subsequently  to  the  5thof  January^  1807, 
according  to  the  Plan  proposed  in  Table  C.  3.  Coluaui5: — And  of  the  New 
Taxes  which  would  have  been  imposed^  yippn^ipg  i^.  11,000,000*  to  have 
been  borrowed  in  each  Year,  according  to  the  present.  System,  dednctiag  in 
each  Case  the  expiring  Annuities  and  a  Sum  arising  from  the  Reduction  of: 
the  5  per  Cents,  to  a  4  per  Cent.  Fund,  and  ofthe4per  Cents,  to  a  9  per  Cent. 
Fund,  iVoiii  the  Taxes  which  would  otherwise  have  been  imposed,  as  stated  in 
Table  K.  3.  The  Price  of  Stocks  is  supposed  to  vary  in.  the  Manner  stated  ii)L 
Column  2.  of  this  Table. 


I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Yrab. 

1  t 

i  i 
^  1 

8         ^ 

I      s 

Total  Amount  in 
any  given  Year, 
of  Taxes  which 
will  have  been 
imposed  subse- 
quently to  1807, 
acjUf  ding  to  the 
Pijp^roposed  in 
Table  C.  5. 
Column  5. 

Total  Amount**^ 

any  given  Year, 

*  of  Taxes  which 

would  have  been 

imposed  after 

1807»  if  T^oans 

were  raised 
according  to  the 
present  System* 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

i812 

1815 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823, 

1824 

1)825 

1626 

60.     =5 

66.66=41 

Nil. 

m        m        m        m           m 

;        717,818 
1,007.813 
1,667*818 
1*77J,955 
2,360fi2l   . 
e,873,954 
5,587,287 
5,387,^8^ 
5,587,287 
5,740,909 
4>  180,909 
4,620,909 
5,060,90!9 
5,205,362 
5,645.362 
6,085,362 
6,523^362 
6,963,562 
7,403,363^ 
7,843>5as 

75.     =4 

85.71— SJ 

; 

Par>— 5 

And  to  coimoae 
at    that     rate 
throughout  the 

'    r«8tor  thispe-'S 
ricidoC2Qyeacd. 

«    ••     •    • 

-.              ^            -          -            - 

273,836 

As     no      taxes 

are  reqaired  to 
V     be  imposed  in 
these  years,  the' 
Totol    remains 
thesaar. 

«        •>        «       a 

! 

i 

*  Thistsum  of  eleven  millions  loa^i^  added  to  twcnty*one  millions  war  taxes^  would 
makeup  t(ie  annual  sum  of  thirty*t  wo.  m  iilions,  the  same  expenditure  for  which  it;  is  pro- 
posedto' provide  by  this  plan.   '  •  " 

Vol.  VllL— J^jiiu,  g 
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TABLE    L4. 


Shewing  at  oat  View  the  difierent  Rssvtrs  of  the  three  Tables,  Li  L.  2,  and  L.  $. 

1  St  Svrrosirton-^TMt  L— ^-The  3  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  contione  at  60.  throoglKNit  the  whole 
period  of  300  Years. 

8d  SoproirrtoN— TaUe  L.  8.«— «-l1ie  3  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  continue  for  tbe  Ist  Year  (m. 
1807>at  60.;  then  to  rise  to  63.16,  and  ao  to  continue  ftnr  two  Years,  m.  during  1808  dajll  809  ;  then  to 
rise  to  66.66,  and  lo  to  continue  for  two  Years,  viz.  during  1810  and  181 1 ;  then  to  naeir90.58,  aud  » 
td  continue  for  two  Years,  w'lz,  during  181S  ttid  1813 ;  and  then,  vU.  in  18149  to  rUe  t»  75.  and  to  cob* 
tiAue  at  that  Price  throughout  tbe  rest  of  the  period  of  20  Years. 

9d  SuppoaiTioii^Tablc  L.  3. ^The  3  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  continue  for  the  let  Year  (m, 

1807)  at  60.  i  then  torise  to 66.66,  and  so  to  cootinoe  for  two  Years,  via.  during  1808  and  1 809  ;  tfaeo  to- 
rise  to  75.  and  so  tocoodnua  for  two  Years  riz.  during  18tO  and  1811 ;  then  to  rise  to  85.71 ,  and  so  to 
continue  for  two  Ycars»  viz. during  1813  and  IS13;  and  then,  vis.  in  1814,  to  ri^e  to  Par,  mad  to  continiK 
at  that  Price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  period  ol  jiO  Years. 


1st  SorrosiTioif.           11 

2d  SuPPOtlTIOH. 

3d  i>upposiTxotu 

i 

■  '  '^ 

1 

1  otai  h- 

ToUl  Amount 

J* 

ToUl  Amcumt 

Total  Amcnint 

mount  io 
any  given 

Total  Amount 

in  any  given 

Total  Amount 

in  any  given 
Year,  of  Taxes 
which  would    ^ 
have  t»een    n 
imposed  afterl 

i8tn, 

raised 

in  any  given 

Year,  of 

in  any  given 

Year,  of  Taxes 

in  any  given  Year, 

Year,  of  Taxes 

Taxesiriiici 

Year,Qf  Taxes 

which  would           of  Taxes,        | 

Krhich  will  have 

would  fasve 

YiAa. 

which  will  be 

have  been  im- 

which will  have 

been  imposed 

been  im- 

imposed subse- 

posed  after 

been  imposed. 

posed  sAer 

|uentlytol807. 

180l«lfLoan» 

subsequently  to 

1807,    . 

1807,  if 

according 

were  raised 

1807, 

aceording  to 

Loans  were 

to  tbe  proposed 

according 

according  to 

the  proposed 

raised  ac- 

Plan. 

to  the 

present 

System. 

tbe  proposed 
Plan. 

accural ng  lo              piaii 
the  present             '^""*' 
System. 

cording  to 
the  present 

-£. 

£. 

£. 

£.                    £. 

£. 

1807 

MiL 

717,818 

Nil.      . 

717,818                Nil. 

niifiii 

1808 

Nil. 

1,081,151 

NiL 

l/)44,478                Nil. 

1,007,818 

1809 

Nil. 

1,814,484 

Nil. 

1,741,138 

Nil. 

l,Wl» 

1810 

293,000 

2,547,817 

230,000 

2,401,154 

Nil. 

1,773,955 

1811 

586.000 

3,281,150 

460,000 

3,061,170 

.    Nil. 

2,360,62/ 

1812 

879,000 

4,014,483 

690,000 

3,684,521 

Nil. 

2,873,954 

1813 

1,172,000 

4,747,816 

920,000 

4,307,872 

Nil. 

3,387,287 

1814 

]»465|000 

5,481,149 

1»150,000 

4,414,009 

.     Nil. 

3,387,287 

1815 

1,758,000 

.  6,214,482 

1,380,000 

5,000,675 

Nil. 

3,387,287 

1816 

2,051|000  . 

6,947,815 

1,610,000 

5,587,341 

Nil. 

3,740,909 

1817 

7,681,148 

1  -  -  -  -   r 

6,174,007 

275,836 

4,180,909 

•1818 

•    •    •    • 

8,414^481 

-   -   .   . 

6,760,673 

4,620,909 

1819 

As  no  new 

9,147,814 

Am    no     new 

7,347,339 

As  no  new 
Taxes  are 

5,060,909 

1890 

Taxes  are 

9,583,600 

Taxes  are  re- 

7,636,^58 

required  to 

5,203,364 

1821 

required  to 
be  imposed 

10,316,933 

quired  to  be 
.    imposed     in 
^  these  Yeara,' 
the  Total  re- 
mains    'the 

8,223,1«4 

be  imposed 
in  these 

5,643,364 

1822 
1823 

>    in    theae  -> 
Years,  the 

'lotal    re- 

in050,266 
11,763,599 

8,809,790 
9,396,456 

-     Years,    * 
the    ToUl 
femains 

6,083,362 
6,523,362 

1824 

mains  the 
same. 

12,516,932 

'.same. 

9,983,122 

the  same. 

6,963,362 

2825 

13,250,265 

M        »        a        a 

10,569,788 

-    .    -    - 

7,403,362 

1826 

13,983,598 

y        *■        •        •        • 

11,156,454 

7.8-3,362 
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Shcwin<r,— 1st,  The  Effect  which  the  Sinking  Fund  of  ^.1,000,000.  per  annum, 
established  by  the  Act  of  1786,  and  the  annual  Sum  of  ji^,200,000,  added 
thereto,  with  the  expired  Annuities  and  Accumulations  thereof,  produced  in 
the  Redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,  up  to  tlie  Period  of  the  Arrangement 
establislied  by  the  Act  of  1802.— 2dly,  The  distinct  Operation  of  the  respective 
Sinking  Funds  of  One  per  Cent,  unaer  the  Act  of  1792^  on  the  nominal  Capi- 
tal of  Debt,  during  the  last  War. — Sdly,  The  Combined  Operation  of  the  dif- 
ferent Sinking  Funds  of  1786  and  1792,  from  the  Period  of  their  being  conso- 
lidated by  the  Act  of  1802,  to  the  first  of  November  1806.— And  lastly,  the 
distinct  Operations  of  the  several  Sinking  Funds  of  One  per  Cent,  created  for 
the  Liquidation  of  the  Debt  incurred  since  the  Commencement  of  the^  present 
War  in  ISOS,  and  which  are«ubject  to  the  Conditions  of  the  Act.of  17S2. 


1st. 

The  Amount  of  the  Nominal  Capital  of  Debt  existing  before  1792,  which  was 
redeemed  by  the  Operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund  under  the  Act  of  1786,  was 
on  the  1st  February  1802, jf.SQ^SSS.SOS 

TheTotal  Amount  of  that  Sinking  Fund  on  the  1st  February  1802,  was,    -    -    -         2,534,187 


Sdly. 

The  Amount 'of  the  Noipinal  Capital  of  Debt  created  by  all  the  Loans  from  the 
Year  1792  to  the  close  of  the  last  War  in  1802,  which  was  redeemed  by  the 
Operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  One. per  Cent,  under  the  Act  of  1792,  was, 

on  the  1st  May  1802, ^,20,738,431 

The  Total  Amount  of  that  Sinking  Fund,  on  the  1st  May  1 802,  was    •    -    -    -  2,462, 103 

The  Total  Amount  of  all  these  Sinking  Funds,  on  the  Ist  August  1802,  after  their 

Consolidation,' was .-..--  5,706,6l7 


•^  3dly. 

The  Amount  6f  the  Nominal  Capital  of  Debt  which  was  redeemed  by  these 
Consolidated  S'mking  Funds,  between  the  1st  February  1802,  and  the  Ist  No- 
vember 1806,  was--    -    - -     .£.48,374,566 

The  Amount  to  which  the  Consolidated  Sinking  Funds  had  arrived  on  the  1st 

November  1806,  was .-  7,05Ml^ 

i^ 


4thly. 
The  several  Amounts  of  the  respective  Debts  created  by  the  Loans  made  since  1803,  inclusive, 
which  have  been  redeemed  by  their  respective  Sinking  Funds  of  One  per  Cent,  on  the  1st 
November  1806,  and  the  several  Amounts  of  the  said  respective  Sinldng  Funds  at  the  iamc 
yeriod,  are  as  follows,  viz. 

Amounts  of  the  Amounts  of 

Nominal  Capital  of  Debt  Sinking  Funds 

redeemed  1  Nov.  1806.  on  1  mv.  1806 

Loan  of  1803    -    -    -    -    •r.895,024    -.,.-..      .     189,98a 

of  1804    -    -    .    .        633,202    ----,--      .    200,996 

of  1805    ...    -        724,589 365,735 

—  of  1806 298,800 

i£,  jej2,252.8l5  1,055,522 

Add,  on  aipbnt  of  additional 
Capitals  created  by  Sums  AddSinkingFund,on 

subscribed  from  5  per  Cents.  account    of    this    • 

1797,  mto  3  per  Cents,  in  additional   Capital 

1805 and  1806    ....       107,350      created-  ....  .       54,652 

'  _^ ^.2,360,165 ^.1,110J74 
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TABLE    N. 


[dt 


Sbewing  what  would  be  the  Amoant  of  the  whole  Fublyc  Debt  at  the  Commencement 
of  any  given  Year^  if  Eleven  Millioos  were  borrowed  aanuallyy  on  the  present  Sptem, 
for  Twenty  Years  of  War  ;  the  Amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  whicn  would  in  that 
case  be  applicable  to  the  Extinction  of  such  I>ebt»  and  the  Proportion  per  Cent,  which 
that  Sinkm^  Fund  would  bear  lo  that  Debt. — Also,  shewing  what  would  be  the 
Amount  of  the  whole  Public  Debt  at  the  Coromeuceinent  of  any  given  Year,  raisbg 
the  Supplies  for  Twent]r  Years  of  War  accordm||;  to  the  proposed  Plan  ;  the  combined 
AnHouot  of  all  the  Sinking  Funds  which  would  m  that  case  be  applical^e  to  the  Extinc- 
tion jof  such  Debt*  and  the  Profiortioo  per  Cent,  which  that  Sinking  Fund  would  bear 
to^that  Debt«~The  Three  per  Cents,  supposed  m  both  Cases  to  be  at  60. 


PMsent  Systfin. 


Proposed  Plao. 


1. 


6. 


*     ^f  a  The  avtfafge  of  th«  1ft  series        ~£,  s,  d, 

of  10  je^fBoi  wliMPn  4  ig   -  3.17=3  3  5  prCt. 


**The  average  of  18  y^rsof 
coIamQ4  ......    3.91^:3  18  9 


*  c  The  ««*yage  of  ll>6  wbole  SO 
years  of  column  4  is    -      •    ^.97ri4  X9   5        | 


9>  ±**  ^   ^   O 


364,993,722 
369,45a,679 
374,053,553 
378,904,839 
384,065,357 
389,377,237 
394,741,379 
400,053,730 
405,205,033 
410,080,570 
41439,885 
419,263,167 
424,201,615 
429,386,987 
433.231,629 
437,268,505 
441,507,22<; 
445,957^85 
450,631,078 
455,537^932 


8,935,042 
10,005,126 
11,148,714 
12,439,482 
13,888,120 
15,435,858 
17,087,649 
18,848,697 
20,724,463 
02,720,685 
24,096,718 
25,461,553 
26,814,628 
28,155,358 
27,963,124 
27,761,279 
27,549,341 
27,326,807 
27,093,146 
26,901,360 


9 
3 
i 

4 
Q 
Q 
9 
7 
4 
2 
0 

♦  d  Theaverageoftbe  Ist  scries  jS,  s,  d, 

of  10ycarsofcolumQ7  is  -  3.85=3  17  OprCt, 

*  e  The  arerage  of  1 8  yeaMpf 
column  7,  (m  wbieWBe 
an  amount  of  debt  will 
have  been  Todeemcd  by  thf 
proposed  plan,  equal  to  the 
whole  amount  of  the  present 
public  debt)  is  -    -    -    -    •4.91=4  18  2 

♦/Average  of  the  whole  20 
years  of  column  7  is  -    it  S.C^ssS   0  4 


2MZ3Si  8  9 
!2,€3r=2  12  T 
2.98=2  19  7 
3.28=3  5  7 
3.61=3  12  a 
3.96=3  19  4 
4.32=4  6  4 
4.71=4  14  « 
5.11±35    2   2 

'W5.54=5  10 
581=5  16 
6.07=6  1 
6.32=6  6 
6.55=6  II 
6.45=6  9 
)6.34=6  6 
6.23=6    4 

**6.12=6  3 
6.01=6    0 

^/ 5.90=6  18 
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TABLE    N.2. 


Shewing  V9\ai  wouW  be  ttie  Amount  of  the  whole  I^ublic  Debt  at  the  Commencement 
of  any  given  Year,  if  Eleven  MillionB  were  borrowed  annually  on  the  present  SyBtem, 
for  Twenty  Years  of  War ;  the  Amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  which  would  in  that 
cm  be  applicable  to  the  Extinction  of  such  Debt,  and  the  Proportion  per  Cent,  which 
that  Sinking  Fund  would  bear  to  that  Debt.  Also  shewing  what  would  be  the 
Amount  of  the  whole  Public  Debt  at  the  Commencement  of  any  given  Year,  raising 
the  Supplies  for  Twenty  Years  of  War  according  to  the  proposed  Plan  ;  the  combined 
Amount  of  all  the  Sinking  Funds  which  would  in  that  case  be  applicable  to  the  Extinc. 
tion  of  such  Debt,  and  the  Proportion  per  Cent,  which  that  Sinking  Fund  would  beat 
to  that  Debt.— The  Three  per  Cents,  supposed  to  vary  in  tht  nianner  stated  in  Column 
2  of  this  Table. 


Present  System. 


Proposed  Plan. 

^ 


I. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6. 


8. 


Veah. 


1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
|815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1621 
1822 
1833 
1824 
1825 
1826 


o 

& 


60.     =5 
63.16=41 

66.66=-4j 

7a68r:4i 

75.    =4 

US 

-I 

S  ^ 

•a  .3 


I 


mil 


£, 

363,793,722 
382,448,456 
384,333,502 
40i?,753,566 
404,404,678 
4^,741,063 
424,111,547 
445.568,090 
443,619^^ 
441, 007,  Wb 
437,703,1^1 
433,680,365 
428,910,002 
423,362,159 
417,005,737 
409,808,393 
401,736,490 
392,755,045 
382,827,677 
371,916,549 . 


•2  *  o  fi 
S  O'  S  § 
3;  "^         JO 


i*  «>  § 
o  5  ■«*  S 

«3  CO  e  B 

lili 


£.  £,  s.  rf 

8,515,042  2.34=2    6  9 

9,114,954  2.38=2    7  7 

9,722,074  2.52=2  10  4 

10,348»8S8  2.56=2  11  2 

10,97d,603  2.71=2  14  2 

11,629,536  2.73=2  14  7 

12,279,642  2.89=2  17  9 

12,948,192  2.90=2  18  0 

13.612.785  3.06=3     1  2 
14,303,962  *<73.24=3  4 

15.022.786  3.43=3     8 
15,770,363  3.63=3  12 
16,547,843  3.85=3  17 
17,356,422  4.09=4    1 
18,197,344  4.36=4     7 
19,071,903  4.65=4  13  0 
19,981,445  4.97=4  19  4 
20,927,368  *65.32=5  C  4 
21,911,128  5.72=5  14  4 
22,934»239  «06.16=6  3  2 


£.  s.  d. 
2.73=2  U  7   per  Ct 
3,42=8    8  4   perCt 


*rfThe  average  of  the  £,  t.  d. 

IstseriteofrOyeari 

of  column  8  U  -  -  2.983^=2  19  7  perCt  > 
j^aThe  atenge  «f  18 

years  of  column  8  is  4.03s^    0  V 
13  4  llVAveoigeofthewfaole 

20  yrs.  of  col.  8  is    4.17=4    3  4 

|:J»Th€  Note  a  toTable  H.  2,  wilUhew  the  manner  of  rodvcing  the  iiomiftal  ea^'tot  of  the  present  debt  to 
a  money  capital.--And  the  other  notes  to  that  Table  will  shew  the  manner  of  inereasiog  the  existing  debt 
opon  erery  rise  of  the  Funds.  ^ 


*  a  The  average  of  the  1st  series  of 
10  years  of  ^column  5  is     ... 

*  b  The  arerage  of  1 8  yearsof  column  5 

*  c  The  average  of  the  whole  20  years 
of  column  ^i|-     ^.••.    3.67=3 


523,142,440   28,301,177 
526,841,263    28,282,707 


as  ^  s 


£.  I        £.  £>  «•  d, 

364.993.722  8,935,042  2.44=2  8  9 
385,669,508  10,033,958  2.60=s2  12  0 
390,235,550  ,rtvl81,735  2.86=2  17  4 
413,442,752  12,512,869  3.02=s3  0  4 
418,529,883  13,979,949  3.34=3  6  9 
444,720,344  15,574.333  3.50=3  10  0 
449,945,961  17,224,300  *3.82«S  16  4 
479,163,4515  ^  19,001^664  8.96=3  19  S 
484,161,7911  20,828,395  4.30=4  60 
488,933,396  22,749,529  *d!4.65=4  13' 0 
493,383,8^  24,629,857  4.99=;4  19  9 
4^7,554,0110  26,063*050  5.23=5  4  V 
501,890,960  27,489,5'n)  5.47=5  9  4 
506,401,390  28,909,151  5.70=5  14  0 
509,492,239  28,785,516  5.64=5  12  fli 

512.706.723  28,656,936  5.58=5  117 
516,049,788  28,523,211  5.52=i;  10  4 
519,526^.^77  |28,384,1 371*^5.46=5    9  S 

5.40=5    8  e 


o  «  a  , 


*/5.36=5    7  4 
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PARL.  PAP£ftS^-»T«^/e#  Mi  Caicwiatims  respecting 

TABLE    N.  3, 


[C12 


Shewing  wlitt  would  be  the  Aimmnt  of  the  whole  Public  Debt  at  the  Cominencemeot  Qf 
any  given  Year,  if  Eleven  Millioni  were  borrowed  annualijr  on  the  piesent  System,  for 
Twenty  Years  of  War  ;  the  Amount  of  the  Sinkin^p  Fund  which  would  in  that  case 
be  applicable  to  the  Extinction  of  such  Debt,  and  the  Proportion  per  Cent,  whieh  that 
Sinking  Fund  woujd  bear  to  that  Debt.  Also  shewing  what  would  be  the  Amamit  of 
the  whole  Public  Debt  at  the  Commencement  of  any  given  Year,  raising  the  Suppfia 
lor  Twenty  Years  of  War  according  to  the  proposed  Pbn  ;  the  combined  Amount  of 
all  the  Sinking  Funds  which  would  in  that  case  be  applicable  to  the  Extinction  of  fuch 
Debt,  and  the  Proportion  per  Cent,  which  that  Sinking  Fund  would  bear  to  that  Debt 
The  lliree  per  Cents,  supposed  to  yary  in  the  manner  stated  in  Column  2  of  this  Table. 


Present  System. 


Proposed  Plan, 


1. 


2. 


3. 


Us 

x*^      a 


6. 


8. 


TiAS. 


1807 
IBQ8 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813- 
1814 
1815 
His 

1817 
18T8 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 


i  ^ 
1 1 

tn      a 


60.  =5 
66.66—4} 

75.  i:4 

85.71=:3i 

Par  =3 


[UU 


363,793,7«« 
405,754,088 
407,648,294 
458,713,707 
459,450,863 
523,720,960 
523,339,804 
607,658,970 
606,224,367 
604,306,726 
601,891,556 
598,963,931 
595,508,478 
591,509,362 
586,950,273 
581,814,412 
576,084,476 
569,742,642 
562,770,553 
555,149,302 


m 

a'JS       O 

5S--I 


£. 
8,515,042 

9,105,794 

9,680,554 

10,262,844 

10,820,023 

11,381,156 

11,907,829 

12,434,603 

12,917,641 


13,927,625 
14,455,453 
14,999,1  i  6 
15,559,089 
16,135,86  J 
16,729,936 
17,341,834 


RIM 


£. 
2.34s:2 

2.24=2 

2.37=2 

2.23=2 

2.35=2 

2.17=2 

2.27=2 

2.04ss2 

2.13=2 


13>415,170  #3  2.22=2 


18,621,251 
19,289,888 


2.31=2 
i2.41=2 
2.51=2 
2.63=2 
2.74=^2 
2.87=2 
3.01=3 


17,972,089  *&  3.15=3 


3.3  =3 
♦c  3.47=3 


1.  d. 

6  9 

4  9 

7  4 

4  7 

7  0 

3  4 

5  4 
0  9 

2  7 

4  4 

6  2 

8  2 
10  2 
12  7 
14  9 
17  4 

0  2 

3  0 
6  0 

9  4 


♦  a  The  average  of  the  Itt  series  of 
to  yean  <»f  column  5  is  -  -  -  - 

♦  h  The  average  of  18 'years  of  coL  5 

♦  e  The  average  of  the  wM^  20 
years  of  colamn  5  is    -  «  -  - 


£.  *.»rf. 
».«3=:2    4  7   per  Ct 
2.44=2    8  9  per  Ct. 

2.53=2  iO  7 


111  ill 


£. 

364,993,728 

403,681,539 

408,218,744 

456^10,519 

461,420,073 

516,780,685 

521,7^6,780 

594,921,274 

599,652,988^ 

604,2O6,65ijj,' 

608,512,931 

612,500,398 

616,607,490 

620,837,796 

623,595,012 

^^,434,946 

629,360,060 

632,231,576 

635,088,886 

637,992,996 


1.1 


£. 

8,935,042 

10,063,795 

11.314,623 

1.2.690,446 

14,179,396 

15,823,905 

17,472,742 

19,268,286 

21,046,034 

22,893,723 

24.812,533 

26,292,908 

27,769.694 

29,242,784 

29,160,066 

S9,074,866 

29,t28,504 

29,142, 

29,095,890 

29,065,719 


,690  #e 


e  »♦» 


\tl 


2.43=2  8  7 
2.49=52  &? 
2.77=2  15  4 
3.77=2  15  i 
3.07=3  14 
3.06=3  H 
3.34=3  6  9 
3.23=3  4  7 
3.5  =3  10  0 
#rf3.78=3l5  7 
4.07=4.  1 4 
4.29=4  5  9 
4.5=4  10  0 

4.71=4  14- 
4.67=4  13  4 
4.64=4  \1 9 
4.62=4  12  4 

4.6=4  12" 

4.58=4"^ 
♦/4.55=4n<' 


*  rf  Tlic  average  of  the  1st  ^»  *•  '*• 
aeries  of  years  of  column  .    ^ 
8!s 3.02=3   0  4prt»' 

*  e  The  average  of  1 8  years 

of  column  8Ja-  -  .  -  3.68=3  13  1 
*f  Average  of  the  who*e 

20  years  of  column  8  is  3.77=3  15  4 


jj^  Thfe  Note  a  to  Table  H*  2,  wUl  shew  the  manner  of  reducing  the  nominal  capital  of  the  prcs?'*^! 
to  a  money  capiul  :•— And  the  other  notes  to  that  Table  will  shew  the  manner  of  increasing  the  exittiog^ 
Pl»on  evey  rise  of  the  Funds.  v  _,,ag; 
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TABLE    N.  4. 


(or 


Shewing  at  one  View  the  different  Results  of  the  Three  Tables,  N,  N.  2,  &  N.  3. 

1st  SuwosiTibir— -Table  N.— The  3  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  odhUiiiie  at  60.  througfaont  tbe 
Vf  iM>le  period  of  20  Years. 

2d  SuPFOsiTioK — ^Table  N.  9.-— »The  3  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  continue  for  the -Ist  Year  (viz.  1 807) 
at  60. ;  then  to  rise  to  63.16,  and  so  tO  continue  for  two  Years,  viz.  during  1808  and  1809;  then  to  rise 
to  66.66,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years,  v\z.  duritig  1810  and  1811 ;  then  to  rise  to  70.38,  and  so  to 
continue  for  two  Years,  viz,  during  1819  and  1813;  and  then,  viz.  in  1814«  to  rise  to  75.  and  to  eon* 
tijiue  at  that  Price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  period  of  20  Years. 

3d  iSupposiTioN — ^Table  N.  3, -The  3  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  continucfor  the  1st  Year  (viz.  1807) 

at  6d. ;  then  to  rise  to  66.66,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years,  viz.  1808  aod  1809;  then  to 'rise 
to  75,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years,  viz.  1810  and  1811;  then  to  rise  to  S5.71;  and  so  te 
continue  for  two  Years,  viz.  during  1812  and  1813;  and  then,  viz.  in  1814,  to  rise  to  Par,  and  to  cob« 
ticAue  at  that  Price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Period  of  20  Years. 


1st  SupposiTfoir.           1 

.      2d  SVPPOSITtOK. 

3d  SvnosiTioii. 

^ 

YJSAt. 

Proportion    per 
Cent,  which  the 

SiNKIVO  FUN9 

on  the  present 

System,  would 

bear  to  the 

Debt. 

Proportion  per 
Cent,  which 
the  proposed 
SfVKiHoFvao 
will  bear  to 
the  Debt. 

Proportion 

per  Cent 

which  the 

SinkikgFund 

on  the  present 

System  would 

bear  to  the 

Debt. 

■> 

Proportion 

per  Cen^ 

which  the 

proposed 

.^SinkingFukd 
will  bear 

totheDHU 

r                           ^^ 

Proportion 
per  Cetit. 
which  the 

SINKINCFUIIO 

on  the  present 

System,  would 

bear  to  the 

bebt 

, ^ 

Proportion 
per  Cent. 

whVJi  the 
proposed 

SiMKIItG  FUMB 

wiUbear 
to  the  Debt- 

1807 

2.34=2    6  9 

£.  s.  d. 
2.44=2    8   9 

£.  #.  rf. 
2.34=2    6  9 

£.t.  d, 
2.44=8    8   9 

£.    s,d, 
8.34=8    6   9 

8.4S=8    6   7 

1808 

2.49^2  .9  9 

2.63=2  12   7 

2.38=2     7  7 

2.60=2  18   6 

2.84—8    4   9 

8.49=8    9  9 

1809 

2.65=2  13  0 

2.98=2  19   7 

2.52=2  10  4 

2.86=2  17   4 

2.37=8    7  4 

8.77=8  15  A 

1810 

2.82s=2  16  4 

3.28=3    5  7 

2.56=2  11   2 

3.02=3    0  4 

2.23=8    4  7 

8.77=8  15   « 

1811 

3.61:rs3     0  2 

3.61=3  12  8 

2.71=2  14   2 

3.34=3    6   9 

8.35=8    7  6 

3.07=3    1   4 

1812 

3.21=3    4  2 

3.96=3  19 '4 

2.73=2  14   7 

3.50=3  10  0 

2.17=2'   3  4 

3.06—3     1    8 

'  1813 

3.43«3    8  7 

4.32=4    6  4 

2.89=2  17   9 

3.82=3  16  4 

2.87=8    5  4 

3.34=3    6  9 

1814 

3.66>^  13  2 

4.71=4  14  2 

2.90=2  18   0 

3.96=3  19  2 

2.04=8.  0   9 

3.23=3    4  7 

1815 

3.9*2=3  18  4 

5.11=5-8  2 

3.06=3     1    2 

i.30=4    6  0 

2.13=8    8   7 

3.5  =3  10  • 

1816 

4.21=4    4  2 

5.54=5  10  9 

3.24=3    4   9 

4.65=4  13   0 

2.82=8    4  4 

3.78=3  15  7 

M17 

4.52=4  10  4 

5.81=5  16  8 

3.43=3    8   7 

4.99=4  19   9 

2.31=8    6  2 

4.07=4    1  4 

1118 

4.87ss4  17  4 

6.07«6    1  4 

j.63=3  12  7 

5.83=5    4  7 

8.41=8    8   8 

4.29=4    5  9 

1«19 

5.26=5    5  2 

6.32=6    6  4 

3.85=3  17  b 

5.47=5    9   4 

8.51=2  10  8 

4.5  =4  10   0 

1820 

5.69«5  13  9 

6.55=a6  11   o|4.09=4    1   9 

5.'70=5  14  0 

2.63=8  18  7 

4.71=4  14  2 

1B21 

6.19-6    3  9 

6.45=6    9  0 

4U36=4    7  2 

5.64=5  18  9 

2.74s3  14  9 

4.67=4  13  4  ' 

1682 

6.74*=6  14  9 

6.34=6    6  9 

4.65s4  13  1) 

5.58=5  11  7 

8.87—8  17  4 

4w64=4  18  9 

1823 

7.38»7    7  7 

6.83s6    4  7 

4.d7«»4  19  4 

5.52-5  10  4 

3.01=3    0   8 

4w62-4  18.4 

1824 

8.13V8    8  4 

6.18a««    8  4 

5.39s;5    6  4 

5.46-5    9  8 

3.15=3    3  0 

4.6  —4  18  0 

1825 

8.99=8  19  9 

6.01=6    0  8 

5.72=;5  14  4 

5.40=5    8  0 

3.3  =3    6  0 

4.58=4  11   7  • 

1886. 

{6.08=]b  0  4 

5.90=6  18  0 

6.16—6    9  8 

5.36—5    7  8 

3.47te3    9   4 

V.55— 4  11    0 
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TABLE    O. 


Skemg,  TheTdM  Amoani  oCMoney  CapitBl  of  SAH  wlikli  imildh  have  been 
ledeoDfid  at  an^  given  Beriodi  of  the  Continuanoe  of  War  for  Twenty  Years, 
if  Eleven  Millions  were  borroived  annually  accoiding  to  the  present  System, 
the  Three  per  Ceata.  being  suppoaed  to  contimie  at  W.  And  also,  the  Total 
Amount  of  Monej  Capital  of  Debt,  which  will  hanro  been  ndeemedatthe 
corresponding  Periods,  and  in  the  same  Suppositions,  according  to  the  pro- 
posedPhm. 


1. 

9. 

S. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

YSAE. 

Amount  of  the 

Money  QmUal 

of  Debt,  which 

would  have  been 

redeemed  in 

each  Year,  ac- 

'cording  to  the 

pitaent  System. 

Amount  of 
the  Money 
Coital  of 
Debt,  which 
will  be  re- 
deemed in 
each  Year, 
according  to 
the  piopoaed 

IVstal  Amount 

of  Debt, 
which  would 
have  been  re- 
deemed at  any 

according  to  the 
present  System. 

'  Initar  Amoont 

of  Debt»  wtiA 

will  have  been 

redeemed  at 

corresponding 

Period^  acoof^ 

ins  to  the  wi6- 

poeedPhn. 

LaTBer  Aiooonts 
of  Debt,  which 
will  have  been 
redeemed  at 
oorre^xuidiBg 
Peiiods  by  the 
pnpoaedFlas, 

than  by  the 
present  Syitem. 

jt. 

^. 

^. 

J«. 

sB. 

WV 

9,Sl5fi4A 

8,935,042 

8,515,042 

8^35,048 

480,000 

1808 

9,1«4,1«7 

10,005,126 

17,639,169 

18,940,168 

1,300,999 

1809 

9,7SS,666 

11,148,714 

27,402,835 

30,088,883 

8,686,U7 

.  1810 

10,435,182 

'  12,439,482 

37,838,017 

4«,528,364 

4^690,347 

1811 

ri,140;274 

13,888,120 

48,978,291 

56,416,484 

7,438,193 

1812 

lM8O»620 

.  15,435,858 

60,858,911 

71,858,34a 

10,993^31 

181S 

i2JS57SM 

17,087,649 

.    73,516,895 

88,939,991 

15,423,096 

1814 

13,474,216 

18,848,697 

86,991,111 

107,788,688 

80,797,577 

nts 

14,331,259 

20,724,463 

101,322.370 

128,513,151 

27,190,781 

nt6 

15,231,154 

22,720,685 

116,553,524 

151,833,836 

34,^0,318 

IS17 

16,176^044 

24,096,718 

132,729,568 

175,330,554 

48,600,986 

1818 

17.168,179 

25,461^5^2 

149,897,747 

800,792,106 

50,894,359 

1819 

18,209,920 

^  26,814,628 

168,107,667 

227,606,734 

S9,*99,0^f 

18130 

19,303,749 

'  28,155,358 

187,411,416 

255,768,0e« 

68,350>676 

3891 

20',452',2^ 

27,963,124 

207,863,685 

883,785,^6 

rS,86l,53l 

18S2 

$l,65a,21& 

27,761,279 

229,521,900 

31t,4aS.495 

81,964^59$ 

1823 

22«924,458 

27,549,841 

252,446,358 

339.035,936 

86,589||478 

1824 

24,254,013 

27,326,807 

2:^6,700,371 

•366,368,643 

89,668,272 

1825 

'25,650,046 

27,093,146 

302,350,417  ^ 

393,455,789 

91,105,37J 

f826 

27,115,881 

26,901,560 

♦329,466,298 

48»,,57,149 ' 

9O.890,»5I 

*  The  omonnt  of  the  money  capital  df  the  prewol  debt,  cakstthting'the  Hme  pes  Ccots. 
at  60,  is  352,79^,722/.  (See  Table  H.>— It  appcara,  ftoni^  CoiimiMi  4  and  5  cf  this 
Table,  that,  sifipoting  the  stocks  to  continue  at  uat^rice,  an  aniouikt  equal  to  the  present 
debt  woi^d  be  redeemed  by  tiieprapoaed plan  in  1824;  wdb^peas,  m:oo9difiglaAi;pi«itDt 
system,  such  an  amount  would  not  have  been  rsdeemcd  till  thejeir  1827* 
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PARL^  PAPERS.— Mtf  New  Plan  of  Fhumu. 

TABLE    O.  2. 


[cxiv 


Shewing,  The  Total  Amount  of  Money  Capital  of  Debt,  which  would  have 
laeen  redeemed  at  any  given  Periods  of  the  Continuance  of  War  for  Twenty  Years, 
if  Eleven  Millions  were  borrowed  annually  according  to  the  present  System. 
The  Three  per  Cents,  are  supposed  to  continue  for  the  1st  Tc  ear  (viz.  1807) 
at  60 ;  then  to  rise  to  63. 16,  and  so  to  continue  for  2  Years  (1808  and  1809) ; 
tlien  to  rise  to  66.66,  and  so  to  continue  for  3  Years  (viz.  1810  and  1811); 
then  to  risc^  70.58,  and  so  to  continue  for  2  Years  (viz.  during  1812  and 
1813);  ana  then  (viz.  in  1814)  io  rise  to  75,  and  to  continue  at  that  Price 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  Period  of  20  Years.  ^And  also,  the  Total 
Amount  of  Money  Capital  of  Debt,  which  will  have  been  redeemed  at  the 
corresponding  Periods^  and  on  the  same  Suppositions,  according  to  tbe  pro* 
poised  Plan, 


u 

2. 

3. 

4. 

.      5. 

6.. 

Year. 

Amount  of  the 
Moocy  Capita] 
of  Debt,  which 

would  have  been 

redeemed  in 
each  Year,  ac- 
cording to  the 

present  System. 

Amount  of 
the  MoPiej 
Capital  of 

Debt,  which 
will  be  re-  « 
deemed  in 
each  Year, 
according  to 

the  proposed 

Total  Amount 
n  of  Debt, 
M^ich  would 

have  been  re- 
deemed at  any 

given  Periods, 
according  to  the 
present  System. 

Total  Amount 
of  Debt,  which 
will  have  been 
redeemed  at 
corresponding 
Periods,  accord- 
ing to  the  pro- 
posed Plan. 

Larger  Amounts 
of  Debt,  which 
will  have  been 

redeemed  at 
corresponding 
Periods  by  the 
proposed  Plan, 

than  by  the 
present  System. 

^. 

^. 

^. 

^. 

^. 

1807 

8,515,042 

8,935,042 

8,515,042 

8,935,042 

420,000 

1808 

9,114,954 

10,033,958 

17,629,996 

18,969,000 

1,339,004 

1809 

9,722,074 

11,181,735 

27,352,070 

30,150,735 

2,798,665 

1810 

10,348,888 

12,512,869 

37,700,958 

42,663,604 

4,962,646 

1811 

10,979,603 

13,979,949 

48,680,561 

56,643,553 

7,962,992 

181S 

11,629,536 

15,574,383 

60.310,097 

72,217,936 

11,907,839 

1815 

12,279,642 

17,224,300 

72,589,739 

89,442,236 

16,852,497 

1814 

12.948,192 

19,001,664 

85,537,931 

108,443,900 

22,905,969 

1815 

13,612,785 

20,828,395 

99,150,716 

129,272,295 

30,121,579 

1816 

.14,303,962 

22,749,529 

113,454,678 

152,021,824 

38,567,146 

1817 

15,022,786 

24,629,857 

128,477,464 

176,651,681 

48,174,217 

1818 

15,770,363 

26,063,050 . 

144,247,827 

202,714,731 

58,466,904 

1819 

16,547,843 

27,489,570 

160,795,670 

230;204,30l 

69,408,631 

1820 

17,356,422 

28,909,151 

178,152,092 

259,113,452 

80,961,360 

1821 

18,197,344 

28,785,516 

196,349,436 

287,898,968 

91,549,532 

1822 

19,071,903 

28,656,935 

215,421,339 

316,555.903 

101,134,564 

1823 

19,981,445 

29,523,211 

235,402,784 

345,079,114 

109,676,330 

1824 

20,927,368 

28,384,137 

256,830,152 

373,463,251 

117,133,099 

1825 

21,911,128 

28,301,177 

278,^41,280 

401 ,764,428 

123,523,143 

1826 

22,934,239 

28,282,707 

301,175,519 

430,047,135 

128.871,616 

yoi^.VllL^Apptndu. 
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PARL.  PAPERS.— TiiWe«  and  Calculation  respecting 


N 


TABLE    O.  3. 


Cc^ts.  are  supposed  to  continue  for  the  1st  Year  (viz.  1807)  at  6() ;  then  io  rwii 
66*66,  and  so  to  continue  for  2  Years  ( 1808  and  1809) ;  then  to  rise  to  75,  ands 
to  continue  for  2  Years  (viz.  1810  and  IS  1 1 ) ;  then  to  rise  to  85.71,  and  so  to  cs 
tinue  for  2  Years  (vix.  dnring  1812  and  1813) :  and  then  (viz.  in  IhM)  to  m:\ 
Par,  and  to  continue  at  that  Prie^  throuj^hout  the  rest  of  the  Period  of  20  \m 
And  jijso  the  Total  Amount  of  Money  f.'apital  of  Debt  which  will  have  been  n 
deemed  at  the  corresponding  Perioils,*^  and  on  the  same  Suppositions  accordiog'^ 
the  proposed  Plan. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

f. 

total 

Larger  A  mcJ 

t' 

Amount 

Amount  of 

ToUl  Amount 

of  Debt, 

of  the 

Amount  of  the 

Debt  which 

of  Debt, 

whidi  IT . 

Money  Capital 

Money  Capital 
of  Debt,  which 

would  have 

which  will 

have  bee 

of  Debt, 

been  redeem- 

have 'been 

redeemd:t 

which  would 

will  he  redeemed 

ed  at  any 

redeemed  at 

correspooi^ 

Ybar. 

have  been 

in  each  Year, 

given 

correspondiog 

Periock, 

redeemed  m 

according  to  the 

Periods, 

Periods, 

by  the 

each  Year, 

proposed  Flan. 

according 

according  to 

proposed  P:^! 

according  to  the 
present  System. 

to  th<^  pre- 
sent System. 

the  proposed 

than  by  tb 
present  Syei 

je. 

jS. 

jfi. 

^. 

£. 

*1807     -    - 

8,515,042 

8,935,042 

8,515,042 

8.935,042 

4*20.>:i 

1808     -     . 

9,105,794 

10,063,795 

17,620,836 

18,998,837 

i,378,or 

1809     -     - 

9,680,554 

11,314,623 

27,301,390 

30,313,460 

3,01-2/'^ 

1810     -     . 

10,262,844 

12,690,44^) 

37,5i;4,234 

43,003,906 

5,439,t':-1 

1811     -     - 

10,820,023 

14,179,396 

48.384,257 

57,183,302 

8,799,t>^' 

1812     -     - 

11,381.156 

15,823,905 

59,765,413 

73,007,207 

I3,24i;:- 

1813     .    .. 

11,907,829 

17,472,742 

71,673,242 

90,479,949 

18,8a6Vi'.' 

1814     -     • 

12,134,603 

19,268,286 

84,107,815 

109,748,235 

25,64<^,:v' 

1815     -     - 

12,917,641. 

21,046,334 

97,025,436 

130,794,569 

33,769,0^5 

1816    -    - 

13,415,170 

22,893,723 

110,440,656 

153,688,292 

43,247^' 

1817     -     - 

.    13,927,625 

24,812,533 

124,368,281 

178,500,825 

54,132,34^ 

1818     «    - 

14,455,453 

26,292,908 

138,823,734 

204,793,733 

65,9S90 

1819     -    - 

U,999,ll6 

27,769,694 

153,822,850 

232,563,427 

78,740,5." 

1820     -    * 

15,559,089 

29,242,784 

169,381,939 

261,806,211 

92,424,e:: 

1S21     -    ^ 

16,135,861 

29,160,066 

185,517,800 

290,966,277 

105,448,4" 

1822     .     - 

16,729,936 

29,074,866 

202,247,736 

320,041,143 

117,793,^^* 

1823     -    - 

17,>il,834 

29,128,504 

219,589,570 

349,169,647 

I89.53O.O;' 

3824     -     . 

17,972,089 

29,142,690 

237,561,659 

378,312,337 

140,750  A'- 

1825     -    - 

18,621,251 

29,095,890 

256,182,910 

407,408,227 

151,225^:: 

1826  ^.     - 

19,289,888 

29,065,719 

^75,472,098 

436,473,946- 

161,001,1^^ 
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PARL,  PAPERS.— /^tf  NtiD  Plan  rf  Finance. 

TABLE    0.4. 


[czriii 


Shewing  at  one  View  the  different  Results  of  the  Three  Tables,  0, 0. 2,  &  O.  3. 

1st  Sup?ogmoM — Tabic  O. The  3  per  Cents,  are  sypposed  to  conttnne  at  60.  throughout  tb« 

%  hole  period  of  20  Years. 

i2d  SurposiTioK-^Table  O.  2. ^Thc  3  per  Cents,  arc  nipposed  to  continue  for  the  1st  Year  (viz.  1807) 

mt  60. ;  then  to  rise  to  63. 16,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years  (vijr.  during  1808  and  1809);  then  to  rise 
to  66.66,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years  (viz.  during  1810  and  1811);  then  to  rise  to  'TO.dS,  and  so  to 
continue  for  two  Years  (viz.  during  1812  and  181.0);  and  then  (viz.  m  18U)  to  rise  to  lb,  and  to 
continue  at  that  Price throuaj bout  the  rest  of  the  period  of  40  Years. 

3d  bu  pros iTioM— -Table  O^  3. The  3  per  CcnU.  are  supposed  to  continue  for  the  1st  Year  (tiz.  1807) 

at  60;  then  to  rise  to  66.66,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years  (vi/,.  1808  and  1809);  then  to  ri8«» 
to  7.),  and  w  to  continue  for  two  Years  (viz.  1810  and  1811);  then  to  rise  to  85.71;  and  so  t« 
continue  for  two  Yean  (viz.  during  1812  and  1813);  and  then,  (viz.  in  1814),  to  rise  to  Par,  and  tocon- 
tinu  •  at  that  Price  thrtinyhmtt  the  rewt  of  the  Periwl  of  20  Years. 
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PARL.  TAPLRS.-^TtiiltiandCalcMlaiimirespeeiiiig 


[fixxi? 


TABLE    Q*, 


Shewwg  the  Amount  of  War  Taxes  that  may  Mideesed  at  the  end  of  any  givcD 
Year,  after  the  Year  1815,  (supposing  Psaoe  to  take  place  in  any  such  Year,) 
by  tlie  Application  of  the  Excesses  of  the  present  Sinking  Fund  alone,  added  to 
vhat  ^ill  mil  in  by  the  Operation  of  the  revolving  Series  of  Fourteen  Years: 
the  3  per  Gents*  supposed  to  continue  at  60, 


K 

2. 

3. 

4, 

5. 

Amount  of 

Total  Excesses 

Amount 

War  Taxes 
which  will  be 

of  the  present 

Total  Amount 
of  the 

of 
War  Taxes 

released  in 
any  given 

Sinking  Fund, 
which  may 

War  Taxes 
which  may  be  re' 
pealed  (both  by 

which  "will  have 

Year  of 

in   onvr    tfVfvrAi^ 

the  Extinctknct 

YXAB, 

been  pledged 

Peace,  by  the 
Extinction 

lU  HUy    givcu 

Year  of  Peace 

Debt,  and  by  the 
Appticatioooftlie 

CoBunendng 

in  the 

of  the  Debt 

be  applied 

Eaccessesoftbe 

previous  Years 
of  War.  ' 

created  by 
ihe  Loan  of 
the  14th  pre- 

to the  Release 
of  the 

Sinking  Fun<l),in 
any  given  Year,  ii 

Peace  shall  then 
take  place. 

ceding  Year, 

War  Taxes. 

/•. 

£. 

jC, 

£. 

5  Jannary,  1807      •     • 

1,200,000 

•     •     •    • 

•     •     •     t    • 

19,800,000 

5  January,  1808      •     . 

2,400,000 

•     •     •    • 

18,600,000 

5  January,  1809      •    • 

3,600,000 

•     •     •    « 

17,400,000 

5  January,  1810     •     • 

5,000,000 

•          • 

•    •     •     « 

16,000,000 

5  January,  1811      .     . 

6,600,000 

•     «    • 

14,400,000 

5  January,  1812     •     • 

8,200,000 

•     •    •     1 

12,800,000 

5  January,  1813      .     . 

9,800,000 

•     •     • 

•  11,200,000 

5  January,  1814     .     • 

11,400,000 

•     •     • 

9,600,000 

5  January,   1815     .     . 

13,000,000 

•           •            «         4 

8,000,000 

5  January,  1816      .     . 

14,600,000 

1,171,551 

7,571,551 

5  January,  1817      .     . 

16,200,000 

1,707,366 

6,307,366 

5  January,  1818      .     . 

17,800,000 

2,115,303 

5,3,15,303 

5  January,  1«19     .     . 

19,400,000 

2,383,637 

•     3,983,637 

5  January*,  1820     .     • 

21,000,000 

1,200,000 

«,500,056 

3,7\)0,056 

5  January,  1821      .     . 

21,000,000 

1,200,000 

2,275,623 

3,475,628 

5  January,  1 822      .     . 

21,000,000 

1^,200,000 

1,973,312 

3^173,312 

5  January,  1823      •     . 

21,000,000 

1,400^000 

1,589,213 

2,989^1^ 

5  January,  1824     .   .. 

21,000,000 

1,600,000 

1,265,909 

2,865,909 

5  JUnaary,  1S26     .     . 

21,000,000 

1,600,000 

1,013,108 

2.613,103 

S'junnary,  1826     .     . 

21,000,000 

1,600,000 

753,247 

2,353,247 

«  Note— In  tlus  Table,  no  credit  is  uken  for  the  annuities  which  will  expire  in  18( 

^d  ia  1820.     ■ 
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^AltL.  VAPERS.—thtNevPlanofFjifiance, 

TABLE    Q.  2.* 


[cx3cvi 


Shewing  the  Amount  of  War  Taxes  that  may  be  released  at  the  end  of  any  given 
Year?  after  the  Year  1815,  (supposing  Peace  to  take  place  in  any  such  Year,) 
by  the  Application  of  theExcesscs  of  the  present  Sinking  Fund  alone,  added  to  what 
will  fali  in  by  the  Operation  of  the  revolving  Series  of  Fourteen  Years  :  the 
3  per  Cents,  supposed  to  continue  for  the  1st  Year  (viz.  1807)  at  60. ;  then  to  rise 
to  63.16,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years  (viz.  during  1808  and  1809);  then  to  rise 
to  66M,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years  (viz.  during  1810  and  181 1) ;  then  to^risc  to 
70.58, and  soto  continue  for  two  Years  (viz.  during  1812  and  1813);  and  then  (to.  in  1814) 
to  rise  to  75,  and  to  continue  at  that  Price  throughout  the  rc»t  of  the  period  of  SO  Years* 


1. 


2. 


3. 


6. 


Yeak. 


Amount 
of  War  Taxes 

which 
will  have  been 
pledged  in  the 
previous  Years 
of  War. 


Amount  of 
War-Taxes  ^ 
which  will  be 
released,  in  anjr 

fiven  Year  ot 
'eace,  by  the 
Extinction  of  the 
Debt  created 
by  the  Loan 
of  the  14th 
preceding  Year. 


1807 

1,200,000 

1808 

2,400,000 

1809 

3,600,000 

1810 

5,000,000 

1811 

6,600,000 

1812 

8,200,000 

181S 

9,800,000 

1814 

11,400,000 

1815 

13,000,000 

1816 

14,600,000 

1817 

16,200,000 

1818 

17,800,000 

1819 

19,400,000 

1820 

21,000,000 

1821 

21,000,000 

1822 

21,000,000 

1823 

21,000,000 

1824 

21,000,000 

1825 

21,000,000 

1826 

21,000,000 

Total  Excess( 
of  the  present 
Sinking  Fund 
which  may,  in 
any  given  Year 

of  Peace,  be 
applied  to  the 
Release  of  the 

War  Taxes. 


I'otal  Amount  of 

the  War  Taxes 

which  may  be 

repealed  (both  by 

the  Extinction  of 

Debt,  and  by  the 

Application  of 

the  Excesses  ot 

the  Sinking  Fund) 

in  any  given  Year, 

if  Peace  shall  then 

take  place. 


1,200,000 

1,200.000 

1,200,000 

1,400,000 

1,600,000 

1,600,000 

1,600,000 


138,984 

1,014,075 

1,331,433 

1,54^,018 

1,638,147 

1,473,588 

1,259,780 

994,753 

791,657 

723,849 

694^894 


19,800,000 
18,600,000 
17,400,000 
16,000,000 
14,400,000 
12,800,000 
11,200,000 
9,600,000 
8,000,000 
6,538,984 
5,814,075 
4,531,433 
3,142,018 
2,838,147 
2,673,588 
2,459,780 
2,394,753* 
2,391,657 
2,323,849 
2,294,894 


*  Not$— "In  this  Table,  no  credit  is  taken  for  the  annuities  which  will  expire  in  1308, 
and  in  1820  ;  nor  for  the  sum  which  would  arise  from  the  reduction  of  the  5  p^  C^uU 
to  a  4  per  Ceat*  Fund, 
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PARL.  PAP£RS«^Ta^A9f  ami  CakuUiMU  mpedhg 

TABLE    Q.  3.* 


[oxi 


Shemng  die  Amount  of  W^r  Tazbs  that  may  be  released  at  the  end  of  any  gWen  Year, 
after  the  Year  ISIS,  (tupponng  Peaoe  to  take  place  in  any  such  Year,)  by  thcAppli- 
cation  of  the  Exccaset  of  the  present  Sinking  Fund  alone,  added  to  what  will  fall  in 
bf  Ibe  Opentioft  of  the  rerolying  Series  of  Fourteen  Years.  The  3  per  Cents. 
supposed  to  continue  for  the  tst  Year  (viz.  1807)  at  60  ;  then  to  rise  to  6b. 66.  ai;^ 
so  tooonthroe  for  S  Years  (viz.  during  1808  and  1809) ;  then  to  rise  to  75,  and  so  to 
continue  for  8  Years  (viz.  during  1810  and  tdll) ;  then  to  rise  to  85.7 1 ,  and  so  to  coo* 
tinue  ibr  2  Years  (viz.  during  1812  and  1813) ;  and  then  (viz.  in  1814)  to  rise  to  Par, 
and  to  continue  at  that  Price  throughout  tiie  rest  of  the  Period  of  20  Years. 

1.  2.  5.  4.  ^  5.  6. 


^ 


Ybar. 


1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
U96 


Amount 
of  War  Taxes 

which 

will  have  been 

pledged  in  the 

previous  Years 

ofWar. 


MOO^OOO 

2>400,000 

3,600,000 

5,000,000 

6,600,000 

8,200,000 

9,800,000 

1 1,400,000 

13,000,000 

14,600,000 

16,200,000 

17,300,000 

I9f  400,000 

21,000,000 

21,000,000 

21,000,000 

21,000,000 

,21,000,000 

91,000,000 

421,000,000 


Amount 
of  War  Taxes 

which  will  be  # 

released,  in  any 

given  Year 

of  Peace, 

by  the  Extinction 

of  the  Debt 

created  by  the 

Loan  of  the  14th 

preecding  Year. 


£. 


1,200,000 
1,200,000 
1,200,000 
1,400,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 


Total  Excesses 

of  the  present 

Sinking  Fund, 

which  may,  in 

any  given  Year 

of  Peace,  be 

api^edtothe 

Release  of  the 

War  Taxes. 


>tal  Amount  of 
War  Taxes 
which  may  be  re- 
pealed (both  by 
the  Extinction  of 
Debt,  and  by  the 
Api^ication  of  the 
Excesses  of  the 
Sinking  Fund),  in 
any  given  Year,  if 
Peace  shall  then 
take  place. 


£' 


546,506 

759,449 

895,579 

950,674 

818,621 • 

658,607 

61 95668 

601,079 
583,046 
565,555 


19)800,000 

18,600,000 

17,400,000 

16,000,000 

14,400,000 

12,800,000 

11,200,000 

9,600,pOO 

8,000,000 

6,400,000 

5,346,506 

5.959.449 

2,495,579 

2,150,674 

2,01&,621 

1,858,607 

2,019.668 

2,201,079 

$,183^046 

2,165,555 


•  Note"  In  this  Table,  no  credit  is  taken  for  the  annuities  which  will  expire  w  ^^^ 
and  in  1120 ;  nor  for  the  snms  which  would  arise  from  the  redodiQll  jrf  the  ^  to  > 
ysK^^aL  txmd,  and  afterwards  of  the  4  to  a  3  pet  Cent.  Fund. 
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PARL.  PAP£RS.--^«  Nem  Pbm  tfFiamiee. 

TABLE    Q.  4. 


{pax 


lewing  at  one  View  tbe  diflSsrant  Rbsplts  of  the  tiiiee  Tables,.  Q,  Q.  9,  &  Q«  3. 

lit  StJi^PosiTioK— Table  Q. 

%e  3  per  Centsw  are  aupqposcd  to  continiieat  60.  tihrougbout  the  whole  periodf  of  l80  Teali. 

SJ  SuFPOfliTioN^Table  Q.  9, 
The  S-pcr  Ccnti.  aresuppofled  tocotitimiefbr  th^  1st  Year  (vix*  \fS07)  «t  60 ;  then  to 
te  to  63  •  1 6,  and  tfo  to  oootinae  for  two  Yearn,  (vn.  during  1809  and  1 809);  then  to  rise  to 
1.66,  and  sato  continue  for  two  Yeart,  (vis.  1810  and  1811);  then  to  riae  to  70.58, 
d  sotooontiniiefortwoYeats,  (tiz. during  1812and  1&13)  ;  and  then  (viz,  in  1814]  to 
le  to  75,  and  to  continue  at  tbat  Price  throughout  tbe  rest  of  the  period  of  20  Years* 

Sd  Supposition— Table  Q.  3*. 
The  Sj>c/  Cents,  are  supposed  to  conUnue  for  the  Ist  Year  (via.  fffOT)  at  60. ;  then  tb 
»e  to  6S.66t  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years  (viz.  dilring  1808  and  1809)  ^  then  to  rise 
\  75>  and  io  to  oontinue  for  two  Yearr(via.  during  IBIO  andJSl  1);  then  to  ri^  to  S5.71» 
id  so  tocontiauefor  two  Yearr  (viz.  duringl812  and  1813) ;  and  then  (via.  n  I8l4)  to 
se  to  Par*  and  to  contbtie  at  tbat  Rice  throughout  the  rest  of  the  period  of  gp  Yya. 


itt  SapposrriOK. 

2d  StfPFOSfTioa. 

3d  SoPFOstrtoir. 

Yaaa. 

Total  Amoaot 

of  tbe 

WarT«xo»whiol» 

may  be'  repealed 

(both  by  the  ExtlnctioD 

of  Debt,  ettd  by  the 

,     A|>plication  of  tlie 

EtcesSM  of  tbe 

Sinkiag  Fund) 

in  any  gjven  Year, 

if  Peace 
shall  then  take  place. 

Total  Amomit 

of  the 

War  Taxes  whieb 

(both  by  the  Eatinetiou 

of  Debt,  and  by  tbe 

Application  of  tbe 

S^(9Me«ofthe 

Sinking  Fund) 

in  any  given  Year, 

if  Peace 
sball  then  take  plaee. 

Toial   Amowlt 

of  the 

War  TaKeswbiek- 

may  be  repealed 

(bothbytheEstlnetieii 

of  Debt,  and  bv  tbe 

AppHcatieooftbe 

Excesses  <yf  tbe 

Sinking  Pnad) 

In  an^  given  Year, 

shall  tlm  take  pteca. 

Jff. 

£. 

^. 

1807 

19.800,000 

'        19»800;000 

19,800,000 

1808 

18,600,000 

;        18,600,000 

U,600,000 

>809 

17,400,000 

1        17,400,000 

17,400,000 

1810 

16,000,000 

16,000,000 

16,000.000 

1811 

l4,4X>0fi0O 

14|400^000 

14,400,000 

1812 

12,800,000 

12,800,000 

12,800,000 

1813 

11,200,000 

i        11,200,000 

11,200,000 

18U 

9,600,000 

'         9,600,000 

9,600,000 

1815 

8,000,000 

8,000,000 

8,000,000 

1816 

7,571,551 

6,53a,984 

6,4b0,000 

1817 

fl,507.366 

5,814,075 

5,348,506 

1818 

5,8115,309 

4^531,433 

8,959.44i^ 

1819 

s^g^fiv 

3,142,013 

2,405,57^ 

1820 

3^700,056 

2,838,147 

2,150,674 

1821 

3,475,628 

9,673,588 

2/^18,621 

1822 

3,173,312 

2.459,780 

1,858,607 

1823 

2,^89,213 

2,394,753 

2,019,668 

1824 

2,865,909 

2,391,657 

2,201,079 

1885 

/         2,613,108 

18,323,849 

2,103,046 

1826 

«;353,247 

2,294,894 

2,165,555 

Vol.  YUh'^Appgndix. 
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PARL.  VAVERS.^TahUs  and  Caleuidiiam  refpeeHng 

TABLE    R. 


[csxii 


Shewing,  the  Amount  of  War  Taxes  whirh  would  be  Tcleasrd  at  the  Eml  dm 
given  Year,  when  Peace  niiijfht  take  nhur,  if  the  Principle  of  renderins^ di- 
posable  the  Exccf^s  of  the  Sinking  ImukI  above  the  Intends!  of  the  Debt  vpr- 
applied,  on  the  return  of  Pt*nce,  to  the  Debt  charo^ed  on  the  War  Taxps,b 
well  as  to  the  pre«*nt  Debt;  and,  in  that  Event,  shewing  how  much  of  u 
Property  Tax  would  remain  pledired  at  the  End  of  any  given  Year;  sup- 
'  posinfiT  the  other  War  Taxes,  exclusive  of  the  Property" Tax,  to  prodih 
^.9,500,000  iier  Annum,  and  the  Property  Tax  to  produce  .^.11,500,000,- 
as  to  complete  the  ^.21,000,000. 3  jht  Cents,  huppofecd  at  60. 


1. 

S. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Ybab. 

Excess  of 
Sinking 
Fund  abovT 
tbelnterebl 
ef-tfce  Debt 
charged  on 

War  Taxes. 

Total  Excess 
of  the  present 
Sinking   Fund 
which  might, 
■n    any    given 
year  of  Peace, 
be*  applied    u 
the  Release  of 
the  War  Taxes. 

Total  Excesj 
)f  bcithSink 
ing  Funds, 
ahovfc  the 
'  Interest  of 
both  Debts. 

War  Taxes, 
wh'chwoult! 

remain 
}  It.dged  after 

deducting 
the  Excesses. 

War  Taxes, 
which  might 
be  released  at 
the  End  of 
any  given 
Year. 

Araounio!'..< 
Pri.pertj  h. 
takt  a  a 

£A\,m;y 

whicu  wot: 
remain  plw:?- 

atlheEn^^: 
anygiven^ffi- 

1807 

.     60,000 

^. 

60,000 

1,140,000 

19,860,000 

1808 

■      183,000 

. 

183,000 

2,217,000 

18,783,000 

M. 

)809 

372,150 

,         *         - 

372,150 

3,227,850 

17,772,150 

U 

1810 

640,757 

-         -        - 

640,757 

4,359,243 

16,640,757 

U 

181U 

1^02,794 

. 

1 ,002,79^1 

5,597,206 

15,402,794 

u 

J812 

1,462,933 

• 

1,462,^33 

6j37fi67 

14^262,933 

.       NIL 

1813 

2,026,079 

"             •             r 

2,026,P79 

7,773,921 

13,226,079 

Nil. 

1814 

2,697,382 

- 

2,697,382 

8,702,618 

12,297,382 

NI. 

1815 

3,482,251 

- 

3,482,251 

9,517,749 

11,482,251 

n 

1816 

4,586,363 

1,171,551 

.5,557,914 

9,042,086 

11,957,914 

Nil. 

1817 

5,415,680 

1,707,366 

7,123,046 

9,'076,954 

11,923,046 

Nil. 

'  J8ie 

6,576,462 

2,115.303 

8,691,765 

9,108,235 

11,891,765 

Nil. 

•1819 

7,^75,285 

2,383,637 

10,258,9C2 

9,141,078 

11,858,922 

Nil. 

1820 

9,!3 19,043 

2,500,056 

11,819,104 

9,180,896 

11,819,104 

Nil. 

1821 

9,57^,000 

2,275,658 

11,850,628 

9,149,372 

11,850,628 

Nil. 

1822 

9,843,749 

1,973,312 

U,8J7,06l 

9,18?,939^ 

11,817,068 

Nil. 

1823 

10,125,935 

1,589,213 

11,715.148 

9,284,852 

11,715,148 

Nil.    1 

1824 

105212,231 

1,265,909 

11,478,140 

9,521,860 

11,478,140 

2i,sa  . 

1825 

10,092,842 

1,013,108 

11,105,950 

9,894,050 

11,105,950 

.394,050 

1826 

9,'967,483 

753,247 

10,720,730 

10,279,270 

10;720,780 

779,2?" 

.   f  Note.— -In  this  Table,  no  credit  is  taken  for 
jpd  which  would  come  in  aid  of  this  sum,— See 


the  Annuities  which  willexpi^^"^ 
fiote  to  Tabla  G. 
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FARL.  PAPE«S.— Me  Niw  Pidti  of  Finance: 
TABX.R    R.  2- 


[exxzit 


Shewing,  Tlie  Amount  of  War  Taxes  which  would  be  released  at  tte  End  of  any 
given  Year,  when  Peace  might  take  place ;  if  the  Principle  df  rendering  dispo^ 
sable  the  Excess  of  the  Sinking  Fund  aboVe  the  Interest  of  the  Debt  were  applied, 
on  the  return  of  Peace,  to  the  Debt  cliarged  on  the  War  Taxes,  as  well  as  to  the  . 
present  Debt :  And,  in  that  Event,  shewing  how  much  of  the  Property  Tax  would 
remain  pledged  at  the  End  of  any  given  Year ;  supposing  the  otheir  War  Taxes, 
fexclusive  of  the  Property  Tax,  to  produce  ;f. 9,500,000  per  Annum,  and  the  Pro- 
perty Tax  to  produce  ^.11,500,000,  so  a«  to  complete  the  ^.21^00,000. 

3  Per-Cents.  supposed  to  vary  in  the  Manner  stiated  in  Column  2  of  this  Table. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

pi 

•< 

£    2 

Excess  of 
Sinking 
Fund  above 
the  Interest 
of  the  Debt' 
charged  on 

the 
War  Taxes. 

Total  Excess 

of  the  pre- 
sent Sinking 

Fund  which 
might,  in  any 
j^iven  year  of 
Peace,  be  ap  • 

plied  to  the 
release  of  the 

War  Taxci. 

Total  Excess 
of  both 
Sinking 

Fundi  above 

the  Interest 
of     . 

both  Debts. 

War  Taxes 

which 
would  re- 
main 
pledged 
after  de- 
ducting the 
Excesses. 

War  Taxes, 
which  might 
be  released  at 
the  End  of 
any  given 
Year. 

Amoant  bf 
the  Property 
Tax  taken  a^t 
j6.1  1,300,000 
which  would 

remain 

pledged  at 

the  End  of 

any  givfen 

Year. 

1807 

60.     =5 

" 

£. 

60,000 

^. 

60,000 

1,140,000 

£. 

19,860,000 

Nil* 

1808 

63.l6=:4i 

239,700 

.      -       • 

239,700 

2,160,300 

18,839,700 

,  Nil. 

1809 

-    .     -     . 

484,936 

-       -      - 

484,936 

3,115,064 

17,884,936 

Nil. 

1810 

(>6.66zi4| 

878,057 

-       -      . 

878,057 

4,121,943 

16,878,057 

Nil. 

1811 

-    -    -     - 

1,381,770 

-      - 

1,381,770 

5,218,230 

15,781,770 

Nil. 

1312 

70.58=4| 

2,039,194 

... 

2,039,194 

6,160,806 

14,839,194 

Nil. 

1813 

-     -     -     - 

2,792,559 

-       -      . 

2,792,559 

7,007,441 

12,992,559 

Nil. 

1814 

lb.      =4 

3,693,061 

.       .      - 

3,693,061 

7,706,939 

13,293,061 

Nil. 

1815 



4,693,583 

•-       -       - 

4,693,583 

8,306,417 

12,693,583 

Nil. 

1816 



6,798,126 

138,984 

5,937,110 

8,662,890 

12,3^7,110 

Nil. 

1817 

.-  -  -  * 

7,010,850 

1,014,075 

8,024,9!35 

8,173,075 

12,824,925 

Nih 

1818 

Andtocon*- 

8,33e),083 

1,331,433 

9,667,516 

8,132,484 

12,867,516 

Nil. 

1819 

tinne  at 
that  rate 

9,778,326 

1,542,018 

11,320,344 

8,079,656 

12,920,344 

Nil. 

1820 

^     through-^ 

1.1,342,258 

1,638,147 

12,980,405 

8,019,595 

12,980,405 

Nil. 

1821 

out    thf 
rest     «)f 

11,637,^13 

1,473,58b 

13,111,136 

7,888,86*4 

13,111,136 

Nil. 

182C 

this   pe- 
rio(lof*20 

11,944,649 

1,259,780 

13,204,429 

7,795,571 

13,204,429 

Nil. 

1823 

years. 

12,264,034 

9i)4,753 

13,253,787 

7,741,213 

13,253,787 

Nil. 

1324 



1^,429,795 

791.657 

13,221,452 

7,778,548 

13,221,452 

Nil, 

1826 



12,435,785 

723,349 

13,159,634 

7,8iO,366 

13,159,634 

Nil. 

*  lS2f: 

)     '  '  "     1 

12,U2,0I6 

694,894 

I.s,13:-,910 

^^863,090 

13,136,910 

Nil. 

*  Note. — In  this  Tabic,  no  credit  is  taken  for  the  Annnit»s  which  will  expire  in  IBO^and  in 
827;  nor  for  the  sum  \vh:cu  would  arl«:  from  the  reduction  of  tlic  5  to  a  '4  i;e^-cciu,  fup  1. 
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TABLE  R.  S. 


[cWKn 


SlMring,  the  Amomit  of  Wae  Taxis  whidi  woukl  be  releaeed  at  the  Eni  of  an; 
gimi  Tear,  wim  Peeee  murtil  take jrieee;  if  the  Principle,  of  icadering  & 
fXMUe  the  Ezom  of  the  Biiikii«]>Vnid  above  Ae  Intamt  of  ^  OcM,  mt 
AppUed,  on  the  Beturo  of  Peace,  to  the  Btebt  dtrngal  on  the  Wax  Taxffs>  i 
irell  as  to  the  pmtni  IM>t:  Ajid|  ia  that  Event,  shewing  how  much  of  the 
Ph)perty  Tax  moold  lemain  pkdfea  at  the  End  of  any  given  Year;  sappogiii| 
the  other  War  Taxes,  exctasiw  of  the  Ph^perty  Tax,  to  praduoe  ^.9,560,000 
ver  Asnum*  and  the  Pkoperty  Tax  to  peodjaoe  ^.11,500,000,  so  ma  to  complete 

the  ^.21,000,000. SPer-Cents.  supposed  to  ¥arjr  in  the  Mannar  stated  io 

Column  9  of  this  Table. 


YSA». 

1 1 

1 1 

Exeetiof 

BlIIKtM  FOfW, 

above  the 

[nteineHifthc 

DeSfcehaiied 

on  the 

WarTazea. 

Total  Xxcetp 
iftJiepfetfnt 

SmameFvan, 
which  nifht, 
in  any  given 
YeorefPeace, 

(he  War 
Taxes. 

Total  Cveeia 
or  both 

8iiiKiaoFo«Ds 

aWothe 

Inttieil 

or  both 

Oefala. 

WarTaxea 

which  weidd 
feniain 

the 
Xxceaset. 

WarTaxea 
vhidi  m%hC 
bereiesaed: 

attbe 
Sad  of  Any: 
given  Y^ar.« 

AaKNDtof 
the  Property 

Tax,t«kfliii 

11,500^ 

wbiehvnii 

novo 

pl€dg«itt* 

Bniofuj 
giTenYor. 

IWt 

60.    =5 

£. 
60,000 

£. 

£. 

60,000 

£. 

1.140,000 

£. 
19,860^000 

Nil. 

1S08 

as.66=4i 

296,101 

-      -     • 

296,101 

2,103,899 

18,896,101 

Kir. 

1S09 

... 

596.825 

.      -     - 

496,825 

3,003,175 

17,996,825 

Nil. 

1610 

«5,    =4 

1,111,897 

.      .     . 

1,111,897 

3,888,103 

17,11M97 

u 

1811 

.      -     . 

1,753.172 

-      -     - 

1,753.172 

4,646,628 

16,153,172 

m 

1812 

85.71=3* 

9,598,933 

.      -     . 

.8,598,333 

5,601,667 

15,398,333 

Nil 

1813 

-      -     - 

3,599,073 

.      -     . 

3,5294)73 

6,270,927 

14,729,073 

KB. 

1814 

Par=3 

4/J36,l4$ 

•      -     - 

4,636,146 

6,763,854 

}4t896,146 

l«l. 

1815 

.      -     - 

6,824.430 

.      .     . 

5,824,430 

7,175,570 

13,824,430 

iTil. 

1816 

•      .     . 

<r,096,362 

.      •     . 

7,096,362 

7,503,638 

13,496;362 

Nil. 

1617 

-      .     . 

8,454,452 

5^6.506 

9/000.956 

7,l99i042 

13,800,958 

m- 

1818 

.      -     - 

9,901,885 

759,U9 

10,660,734 

7,139,266 

13,860,734 

m- 

1819 

.      .     . 

11.439,523 

895,579 

12,335,102 

7,064,898 

13,935,102 

Nil. 

1820 

.      .     . 

13,071,908 

950,674 

14,082.582 

6,977,418 

14,022,568 

Nil 

1881 

•             '      V                  • 

13,352,465 

818.681 

14,171,086 

6.M8<914 

14,171,066 

Nil 

18S8 

.    .    - 

13,641,437 

658,607 

14,300,044 

6,699.956 

.14,300,044 

Na. 

1823 

.    .   - 

13,939,080 

619,668 

14,558,748 

6,441,252 

14,556,'W 

Nil 

1824 

-    -    - 

14,122,052 

;    01,079 

14,723,131 

6,276.869 

14,723,131 

%l 

1825 

-    -    - 

U,186,913 

563,046 

U,769,959 

6,230.041 

14,769,959 

> 

Nil. 

laef' 

-    .    - 

14,253,^9 

^65^55 

14,819,274 

«,1«0,726 

14i81^,274 

•Nil. 

Note.--In  this  Tabl^,  no  credit  U  taken  for  the  Annuities  yrhiph  wUI  «qpiDa;  in  1808  and  >»]*^\t% 
tbe<«eni8  whf^  would  arise  from  tUe  reduction  of  the  5  to  «4  per- Cent,  fend,  and  afterwards  oi 
a  3  f>er-Cent  fund. 
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TABLE    R.  4. 


Shewing  at  one  View  the  diflbrent  Rbsults  of  the  three  Tables,  R,  R.  9,  &;R.  S. 

1st  SvprostTioM-^-Table  R.— The  3  per  Cents,  are  toppoged  to  continue  at  60,  throagfaont  the  wholt 
jpniodeftfOYcam. 

M  fioanMnqnoK^TaUe  1^.  $.-^*i-The  3  per  Cents.  «re  nipjpoyed  ioxsontinne  ibr  the  Ojit  Y/va  ((viz 
180lr)  at  60. ;  «thanio  nse«to  63.16,  and  so  to  continue  for  two  Years,  viz.  during  1308and.]aQ9|  then  to 
rise  to  66.66,  and  lo  to  continue  for  twp  Years,  viz.  during  1810  a^d  181 1 ;  then  to  rise  to'70.58«  and  so 
to  continue  fir  tUvo  Years,  viz.  during  1818  and  1813;  and  then,- viz.  Inl814k  to  rise  to  15,  and  to  con- 
tinue  at  that  Price  throughout  the  rest  of  the  period  of  80  Yeai^ 

34  fipeeoftiTion-^Tdble  K.  3. ^The  3  per  Gents.  «e«)ppo8ed  to  continue  for  tiie  1st  Year  {viz. 

1807)  at  60. ;  then  to  riseto66.(i6,  and  so  to  continue  fortwo  Team,  viz.  during  1808  and  1 809 ;  then  to 
rise  to  75.  and  so  toeontinue  for  two  Yean,  viz.  .during  1810  and  [181 1 ;  then  to  rise  to  85.71,  and  so  to 
continuefortwoYears,viz.doring  1818  and  1813;  and  then,  viz.  in  1 8 14  to  P4e$oPiK«  and  to  continue 
at  that  Price  throughout  the  rest  of  Ihefitaod  0f  HO  Yeavs. 


II 

1st  StTFPOStTIOir.              1 

Std  SUffPOUTMJf.               1 

3d  -SvpposiTioii. 

/- 

\ 

r 

'  ■  ■  -^ 

r 

1 

■  ■■     -% 

YlA». 

•I 

War  Taxes, 
which  might  be 

released 
at  the  End  of 
any  given  Year. 

Amoant  of 
the  Property 
Tax,  taken  at 

11,500,0002. 
which  would 

remain 
pledged  at  the 

Endof  auy 

givwiYcar. 

War  Taxes, 

which  might  be 

released 

at  the  find  of 
any  given  Year. 

Amount  of 

the  Property 

Tax,  Uken  at 

11,500,000/. 

which  would 

remain      | 
pledged  at  the 
End  of  any  | 
given  Year. 

War  Taxes, 
which  might  be 

released 

at  the  End  of 

any  given  Year. 

Amount  of  - 
the  Property 
Tax.  taken  at 
11,500,000/. 
which  would 

remain 

pledged  at  the 

End/)f  any 

given  Year. 

1807 

19,860,000 

Nil. 

19,860,000 

Nil. 

£. 
19,860,000 

NiL 

1806 

18,783,000 

m. 

16,839,700 

Nil. 

18,896,101 

Nil. 

t90$ 

17,778^150 

m. 

17,864,936 

Ntt. 

17.996,825 

NIL 

1810 

16,640,757 

vn- 

16,878,057 

Nil. 

17,11 1,»97 

NiL 

1811 

15^408,794 

Nil. 

15,781,770 

Nil. 

16,153«178 

NiL 

1819 

14,268,933 

Na. 

14,839,19.4 

Nil 

15,398,333 

NiL 

1813 

13,826,079 

NIL 

13,992,559 

Nil. 

14,729,073 

NIL 

HH 

H,897,968 

NiL 

13,1806,061 

Nil. 

14,836,146 

NiL 

1815 

11,488,8^1   : 

Nil.       . 

1S|693,583 

Nil. 

.13,824,430 

NiL 

1816 

11,957,914 

NU. 

18,S37»U0 

Nil. 

13,496,362 

Nil. 

1817 

11,983,046 

Nil. 

18,884,925 

Nit 

13,800,958 

NIL 

1818 

11^891,765 

Nil. 

#^,867^16 

Nil. 

13,860,734 

Nil. 

1819 

11^856^88 

Nil. 

18,980,344 

NiL 

13,935,108.   ; 

NU. 

1880 

11,819,104 

Nil. 

18,^,405 

Nil. 

14,088,588 

NU. 

1821 

ll,850,68d 

Nil. 

13,111,136 

m. 

14,171,086 

NU. 

1828 

11,817,068 

Nil. 

13,804,429 

m. 

14,800,OU 

NiL 

1823 

11,715,148 

Nil. 

13,858,787 

Ntt. 

14,558,748 

NU. 

1884 

11,478,140 

81,860 

13,881g458 

NIL 

14,783,131 

NiL 

>1.885 

11,105,950 

394,050 

13J59,634 

NU. 

44,769.959 

NU. 

1886 

10,780,730 

779,870 

13,136,910 

NU. 

14,819,274 

NU. 

INDEX 
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pumUnTilte,  Lord  De ;  hts  In* 
demnity  Bill,  724 


Fnaoe,  Negociation  with,  259 

I 

Indemnity  Bill ;  Lord  De  Dan- 

sUnville^s,  724 
Inflolvent  Debtors,  1028 


King's  Speech,  on  opening  the 
Sesftion  ;  tee  Lords  Cummis- 
tioners*  Speech,  13 


Lords  Commissioners'  Speech, 
15 

M 

Maida,  Battle  of,   213 
Malt  Duty  Bill,  427 

N 

Neguctation  with  France,  259 


Scotch  Jadicatufe  Bill,  602, 

788 
Slave-Tracle  Abolition  Bill,  257, 

431,601,6r2,6j7,  677,C91, 

701 


Speech^  Lords  Commissiooers', 

15  ^ 

Stuart,    Sir     John^    Vote  of 

Thanks  to,  213 


Taxation,      Lord     Warwick's 
Outfines  of  a  Plan  of,  10^9 


Vote  of  Thanks  to  Sir  John 
Stuart,  213      . 

W 

Warwick,   Lord ;  his  Plan  c' 
Taxation,  1029 


Index  to  debates  in  the  house  of  commons. 


Abbot,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles,  cho- 
sen Speaker,  2 

Address  of  the  Commons,  on 
the  Lords  Couimissioners' 
Speech,  39,  82 

>Knierican  Treaty,  444 

Army  Estimates,  455,  472,535 

B 

Barrack  Abuses,  843 

Barrack  Supplies,  559 

Battle  of  Matda,  215,  429 

Biddulph,  Mr.  ;  his  Motion  re- 
lative to  Sinecure  Places  and 
Pensions,  703 

Brandy,  Duty  on,  650 

Budget,  1075 

Sueoos  Ayres,  466 


Carnatic  Paper!,  I0I8 

Cawthoine,    Mr.,    Charges  a- 
gainst,  432,450,  515 

Chairman  of  Wflyi  arid  Means, 
Mr.  Biddulph's  Motion  rela 
tive  to  the  Salary  oTthe,  227 


Davison,    Mr.  A.,  Conduct  of, 

<?'74      . 


Declaration  of  (lie  King  of 
Great  Britain,  on  the  Rup- 
ture of  ihe  Negociation  with 
France,  209 

Dublin  Election  Petition,  421 


Finance,  New  Plan  of,  564, 725, 

794,860,9-21,  1C04 
Finance  Committee,  722 
Foreign  Proi)erty  in  the  Funds, 

698 
France,  Negociation  with,  241, 

305 
France  ;  Papers  relative  to  the 

Negotiation  with,  92 
FreeholUEiiLates  Uill, 561,851 

G 

Galway  Election  Writ,  226, 227 
Grenville  Eloctioa  Act,  695 


Hampshire  Election,   Petition 
respectuig  the,  6b4,  747 


Irish  Election  Bill,  4.1^ 

Irish     Miscellaneous    Services, 

9.07,  1079 
Irish  Treasury  l;ills'Cill,  CO:) 


King*s  Speech  on  opentng  the 
^ession  ;  ijee  Lords  Comiui^ 
sioners*  Spfeech. 


Londonderry  Election  P«titidn, 

Loids  Commissioners'  Speech, 
on  opening  the  Session,  13. 
35,  82 

Lunatics,  Criminal  and  Pau- 
per, 514 

M 

Maidft,  Battle  of,   215,429 
Military  Establishments  of  the 

Country,  426,  438 
Mi'itia.Officers,  513 
Mutiny  Bill,  931  -' 


Navy  Eatimates,  2:36, 599 
Negociation  with  France.  24* 
Ne^;ociatinn  with  France,  Pa- 
pers relative  to  the,  9'i 
Neutral  Trade,  466 . 
Ne'jtr.'.l^,    Order  of  Councirl  re- 
lative to,  4J1,  620 
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f>&k  Bark  Bill,  435,  549 
Or^er  of.  Council  relative   to 

Jfeutrals,  451,620 
Ordnance  Estimates,  423,425, 

429 


l^uU,Mr.,  hisPetitipnrespect- 
iQg  the  Westminster  Election, 
997, \Oo6 

Poor- Laws  Bill,  865,  944 

Private  Bills,  Resolutions  re- 
lating to,  254 

Prussian  Subsidy,  1074 

R 
l^solutions  relating  to  Private 

Bills,  254 
Koman  Catholics,  951 


Roman    Catholic    College    at 
^  Maynootb,  938,  1079 


Scotch  Clergy  Bill,   55tf  610, 
.838 
Sinecure  Places  and  Pensions, 

703  ■ 
Slave-Trade  Abolition  Bill,  717, 

829,939;  945,1040 
Speaker,  Choice  of  a,  2 
Stuart,  .  Sir    Jphn ;      Vote    of 

thanks  to,  ai 5 
Sugar,  Distillation  of,  238 
Sugar  Drawbacks,  840,  849 


Tables  and  Calculations  rela- 
tive to  the  New  Plan  of  Fi- 
nance, Append,  i. 


Thetford  Election  Petition,  30^, 

418 
Treasurership  of  the  Navy,  604 


Vellore,   Massacre  at,  689 
Vote  of   Thanks  to    Sir  Joh» 
Stuart,  215 

W 

Ways  and  Means;  Mr.  Bid- 
dulph's  Motion  relative  to  the 
Salary  of  the  Chaii^an  of, 
•227 

Wellesley,  Marquis;  CoDduct 
of,  433,  443,  551 

Westminste  r^lectionP«tition|> 
232,  933,  997,  1033. 

Woollen  Trade,  240 
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B 

Buckinghamshire,  Earl  of,  701 


Carnarvon,  Earl  of,  680 
qarencfe,  Duke  of,  259,  617, 
.664,  683 

D 

Durhamj  Bishop  of,  670 

E 
Pdon,  Lord,  257, 258, 286,  297 
602,603,614,   618,670,792 
Ellenborough,  Lord,  7^93 
Erskine,  Lord ;  see  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. 


.Gloucester,  Duke  of,  665 
Grenville,  Lord,  25,  34,  213, 
257,  258,  959,  293,  432,  468, 
469,601,602,613,615,617, 
618.  657,  677,  678,  691,  702, 
788,  793,  1030  . 


Grosvenor,  Earl,  259,  284 

H 
Hardwicke,  Earl  of,  673 
Havvkesbury,    Lord,     21,     34, 
257,  270, 431,  602,  616,  671 , 
679  793  ■ 
Holland,  Lord,  616,  618,  671, 
682,  1028 

J 
Jerse}^  Earl  of,  17 

K 
King,  Lord,  669 


Lauderdale,  Earl  of,  297,  681 
London,  Bishop  of,  692 
Lord  Chancellor  (Erskine),    3, 
13,  617,  680,  724,  794 

M 
Moira^  Earl  of,  671 
Montrose,  Duke  of,  682,792 
Morton,  Earl  of,  666,  681 


N 
Norfolk,  Duke  of,  703 
Northesk,  Lord;  669 


Radnor,  Earl  of,  34 
Redesdale,  Lord,  678,  681,(591, 

701 
Rosslyu,  Earl  of,  668 

S 
Selkirk,  Earl  of,  667,  1031 
Sidmouth,  278,  668 
Somevs,  Lord,  19 
Stanhope,  Earl,  681 
Suffolk,  Earl  of,  672,  794 


Vincent,  Earl  St.  669,  693 

W 

Warwick,  Earl  of,  1029, 1031 
Westmoreland,  Earl    of,    46^ 
601,  666,  702 


INDEX   OF    NAMES. 
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Abbot,  Rt.  Hon.C. ;  **«  Speaker. 
Adam,  W.  524,  611,774, 1003, 

1039 
Addington,  J.  H.  599,995, 1027 
Advocate-General  (Sir  J.   Ni- 

cholls),  653 
Anstruther,    Sir  J.  552,  553,^ 

1022 


Attorney-General  (Sir  A.  Pi- 
gott),  304,  420,  521,  523, 
524,  609,  697,  859,  936 

B 
Baker,  W .  239 
Bank«8,  W.  525,  553,  696, 698, 

925,940,  1084 
Barham,  J.  1043 


BarrY,  •'•  845 

Batburst.  B.  3,  256i  304,  420, 

522,722,776,972,1050. 
Blddulph,  R.  M.  228,  231,458, 

700,   716,  722,   763,    1033, 

1036,  1039 
Bourne,  S.  455,  514,  527,  560, 

687,  688,  860  ' 

Broadfick,  W.  760 
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p  Jt,  IM9 

BrawBe,  L  H.  791 

C 

Calenft,  J.  481^  4fS,  495.486. 
^4»,43IK444;4*8;7»**^' 

CmuBg,  O.  44,  m,  90,  917. 

ChaneellMrdrilie  . 

Cwry.  I.  9W*  998,  550.  80O, 

Cmntewiy.  J.  1048 

D 
I>ent.  J.  898 

^^4:m^'^'*"'^' 

I>««mK  W. 470,551b  839 

B 
Elliioii.  R.  716.919 
Erslrine,  H.j «»  Lord  Advocate 
ofScotiMid. 

P 
Fawkef,*  W.  715,  963 
Fellovres,  R.  886,  859 
Fitzpatrick^  R ;  MfSecrelfanr 

•tW«r. 
F<4lD8ttioiie.   Lord.   939.  483. 

434,  435,  590, 5Sh  559. 553; 

554.698,706,775,934,936, 

937,  997, 1009,.  1003, 1096 
TTeiilsntle,W.  H.  688,793^754 
Folkr.  J.  956,  941, 1035, 1(W9 

6 
CaMyne,  r.  444,  519;  4f«4, 

718,851,941,956 
Giddy,  O.  884 
Gilm,  D.  823 

Grant,  Sir  W.i^Mv  MasCerof  the 

Ralla. 
Gratot,  C.  1023? 
Grattan,  IT.  551,9^,  1t)84 
GreiiTillc,  T.  ri,  236, 529,  533 


HowaiUU  V.  9M 
H«fhaa.  T.  1040 
Hwit,  T.  585^  687 
■*  "  W.98> 


Jtnm%  J.  7W- 

^enkiniott,  C.  7IM9 

Johuloiie»  G.  91.  993^  889, 
W*f91,48».43a,S;«8^ 
489, 463, 511, 588;  55,588, 
808, 80^  785. 776;  983. 

.  K 
Keene,  W.  553< 
liMrielt^  W.  6ro^ 


Ronniy,  8kr  S.^  ^mi 


Hawiltoii,  Lord  A.  559,  606, 
808,  677y  840 

Herbert,  H.  A.  937,  939, 1058 

Herbert,  W.  518,  593,  587, 
549,  858 

Hibbert,  G.  717,761,979,1050 

Horner.  F.559 

Hawick,  Lwd,  61, 81,  89,  89. 
996,  998$  930,  248,  246, 948, 
25^956,305,381,414,416, 
433,  434^445,  458, 451,  4«2i 
463,  456,  457, 461,  469,  463, 
467,  468,  471,505,  516,525, 
596,  5«9i  562, 564, 648,  688, 
718,  781,845>  847,  920,  931, 
932,  935.  940,  946,  1000, 
1001,  1003,  1034,  1053, 
1086 


tamb,  W.  35, 1037 

Lofcr,  C  798^ 

Lord  Advocate  arSeollattdrMr. 

tt  EnjWrtfc).  557,  559,  619^ 

838,840 
LnebingtoB,  S.  969 

idf 

Mabeir,  Una,.  96V,  1085^ 
Manning.  W.  945, 994 
Markham,  J.  533 
Master  of  the  »bll#  mt  V. 

Grant),  839 
Mtlbaiik»..SirB.M50r 
Mildmay,  Sir  H.  749.  769 
Milloa,  L«d,979 
Minjay,  J.  303,30*1 418' 
Montague,  M.  332,  458, 1036, 

1050 
Moore.  P.  936, 1056 
Morris,  E.  860>  944 

N 

Newport,  Sir  J.  436,  470, 534, 
605,  606i990>-937,938,939i 
1089'  .    . 

SlieholU,  Sir  J.;  m  Ailreeale. 
Gencrol. 


Parnell,,  H.  599 

VtttevuX,  &  83,  m,  241,245^ 
249,  414,  45r,  453, 456, 462, 
468,471,502,532,558,620, 

855, 676,  me,  rtr,  wf,  928, 

936,  938,  930, 1079 
Fercy>  Barl,  995 

Pe«r.  liord  H^  (Chancellor  of 
the  Excbequer,)  87,  90,  91, 
^1 1,  417, 463, 51 1, 533, 548; 
560, 564,  597,  599, 608,676, 
677,700,70^714,729,745, 
797*  813,  840,  851,  999, 
1073,1074,1078 

Pigott,  Sir  A.^  Me  Attomey- 
pcneraU 

Plumcr,  W.  719 

Phimmer,  Mr.  T.  720' 

Pole,  W.  443,  555 

Pole,  Sir  C.  941, 1040 

Porter,  G.  433.  450,  515 

Price,  C.  847,  849 

Piilteney,  Sir  J.  90,  536,  921     J 


ftoMoe,W.  490, 943,961 
^^  O.  304.  458.  53$,  5», 
534. 535,  546,  350, 597,  €74, 
887,747,7Mr,.888,8«r,l«, 
^M  ,<8S^.  88tf ,.  B077' 
BwttU.  Loud  W.  591 
R«lkv8«»B;ft  «i9l58l 

& 
^•en^arf  A    War  (Omma 
I      Fitepatriek},  454,  480,  475, 
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